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Chronology  of  "  The  Parliamentary  Debates." 


THE  PARLIAMENTAKY  HISTORY  conUins  all  that  can  be  collected  of  the  Legislative 
History  of  this  country  from  the  Conquest  to  the  close  of  the  XYIIIth  Century  (1803),  36  vols. 
The  chief  sources  whence  these  Debates  are  derived  are  the  Constitutional  Bfistory,  24  vols.  ; 
Sir  Simonds  IV Ewes*  Journal;  DebatCH  of  the  Coinnions  in  1620  and  1621  ;  CKandler  and 
Timberland's  Debates,  22  vols.  ;  Grey't*  Debates  of  the  Commons,  from  1667  to  1694,  10  vols.  ; 
Ahnon's  Debates,  24  vols.  ;  Debrett  s  Debates,  63  vols. ;  The  Hardwic  ke  Papers ;  Debates  in 
ParliyNuent  by  Dr.  Johnson,  dec,  &c. 

THE  PARLIAMENTAKY  DEBATES  commence  with  the  year  1803,  and  the  contents  are 
set  forth  in  the  following  Chronological  Table : — 


HISTORY. 
CONQUEST  to  34  GEO.  II.-1066  to  1760. 

Vol  1  to  15,  1  Will.  L  to  34  Geo.  II. 

1066-1760 

BEIGN  OF  GEORGE  111-1760  to  1820. 

Vol.  15  to  35,  1  Geo.  III.  to  40  Geo.  III. 

1760-1800 

(First  Parliament.) 

Vol.35    41  Geo.  Ill 1801 

—   36    42        —      1802 

(Second  Parliament.) 
Vol  36    42  Geo.  Ill 1802-3 


DEBATES. 
Pint  Series. 

(Second  Parliament — coniinwd.) 

\o\,    1    &    2... 44  Geo.  Ill 1803  4 

—  3  to    5. ..45  —       1805 

—  6   &    7. ..46         —       1806 

(Third  Parliament.) 
VoL     8  &    9. ..47    Geo.  Ill  1806-7 

(Fourth  Parliament.) 

VoL    9  to  11.  ..48    Geo.  Ill 1807-8 

—  12  — 14. ..49         —       1809 

—  15  — 17. ..50         —       1810 

—  18  —  20.. .51  —       ...    1810-11 

—  21  —  23.. .52         —       1812 

(Fifth  Parliament.) 
VoL  24  to  26. ..53  Geo.  IIL  ...   1812-13 


—    27  &  28.. .54 

-       ...   1813-14 

29  to  31.  ..55 

-       ...    1814-15 

32       34. ..56 

-       1816 

35  &  36... 57 

-       1817 

_    37  — 38. ..58 

-       1818 

(Sixth  Parliament.) 

VoL  39  ife   40.. .59  Geo.  Ill 1819 

-    41    60         —       ...   i819-20 

Second  Seiles, 

BEIGN  OF  GEORGE  IV.  -1820  to  1830. 
(Seventh  Parliament.) 


Vol. 

1  to    3...  1  Geo.  IV 

.     1820 

4  &    5...  2         —      

.     1821 

6—    7...  3         —      

.     1822 

— 

8         9...  4 

.    1823 

10       11...  5            -       

.     1824 

12        13...  6 

.  1825-6 

14       15...  7 

• 

(Eighth  Parliament.) 

.     1826 

Vol. 

16    7  Geo.  IV 

.     1826 

17    8        —      

.     1827 

18  &  19...  9 

.     1828 

20       21. ..10            -       

.     1829 

22  to  25. ..11 

Third  Series. 

.     1830 

REIGN  OP  WILLIAM  IV. -1830  to  1837. 

(Ninth  Parliament.) 
Vol.    1    to    3...  1  Will.  IV 18.30-1 

(Tenth  Parliament.) 

VoL    4  to    5...  2  Will.  IV 1831 

—  9  —  14...  3  -         1832 

(Eleventh  Parliament.) 

VoL  15  to  20...  4  Will.  IV 1833 

—  21  —  25...  5         —       18S4 


(Twelfth  Parliament.) 

VoL  26  to  30...  6  Will.  IV 1835 

—  31  —  35...  7         —       1836 

—  36  —  38...  8         —       1837 

a  i 


IV 
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BEIGN  OF  VlCTOEIA-1837  to 

(Thirteenth  Pauliament.) 

Vol.    39  to   44...  1  Victoria  1838 

-^     45—  50...  2         -  1839 

3         —         1840 

(a)  1841 


51  r-   55... 


-.      56—  58...  4         — 


(Fourteenth  Parliament.) 


Vol. 


69    

60  to  65.. 
66—  71.. 
72  -  76.. 
77—  82.. 
83  —  HS.. 


—     89 


5 
6 
I 

8 
9 
94. ..10 


4  Victoria    (b)  1841 

—         1842 

—         1843 


1844 

1845 

1846 

(a)  1847 


Vol. 


(Fifteenth  P.arliament.) 

95    .10  ViCTORl.A.      (h)  1847 

96  to  101.  ..11        — 


102— 107. ..12 
108— 113.. .13 
114_118...14 
119— 122...  15 


1848 

1849 

1850 

1851 

(a)  1852 


(Sixteenth  Parliament.) 
Vol.  123    15  Victoria      (b)  1852 


124  to  129. ..16 
130  -135. ..17 
136  —139... 18 
140  —143... 19 
144    20 


1853 

1854 

1855 

1856 

(a)  1857 


(Seventeenth  Parliament.) 

Vol.  145  to  147... 20  Victoria     (b)  1857 

^-    148-151  ..21         —         1858 

—    152— 153. ..22         —  (a)  1859 

(Eighteenth  Parliament.) 
Vol.  154  to  155. ..22  Victoria     (b)  1859 


156  —160.. .23 
161  164. ..24 
165  —168. ..25 
169— 172. ..26 
173-  176. ..27 
177  —180. ..28 


.1860 
1861 
1862 
1863 
1864 
1865 


(Nineteenth  Parliament.) 

V^ol  181  to  184. ..29  Victoria   1866 

—  185   -189. ..30        —         1867 

—  190— 193. ..31         --         ...1867-8 

(Tm'entieth  Parliament.) 

Vol.  1 94  to  1 98 ...  32  Victoria    ...  1 868-9 
__   199—203     33  -  1870 


(Twentieth  Parliament — cmt) 

Vol.  204  to  208... 34  Victoria   1871 

_.   209— 213. ..35        —         1872 

—   214— 217. ..36        —         1873 

(Twenty-First  Parliament.) 
Vol.  218  to  221. ..37  Victoria    1874 


222  —226...  38 
227  —231. ..39 
232  —236... 40 
237  -  242. ..41 
243— 249... 42 
250  «^' 251... 43 


1875 

1876 

1877 

1878 

..  1878-9 
(a)  1880 


(Twenty-Second  Parliament.) 

Vol.  252  to  256. ..43  Victoria     (b)  1880 

1881 

(a)  1882 


257  —26^ 
266  —273 
274  &  275 
276  to  283 
284  —292 
293  —301 


..44 
..45 
..45. 
..46 
..47 
..48 


(b)  1882 
..1883 
..1884 
1884-5 


(Twenty-Third  Parliament. 
Vol.  302  to  307 ...  49  Victoria     (a)  1 886 

(Twenty- Fourth  Parliament.) 
Vol.  308  &  309... 49  Victoria     (b)  1886 


310  to  321... 50 
.322  -332... 51 
33;i__340-..52 
341  _348...53 
349  —356...  54 


1887 
..1888 
..1889 
..1890 
1890-1 


Fourth  Series. 

(Twenty -Fourth  Parliament — rant,) 
Vol.      1  to     6.  .55  Victoria  1892 


Vol. 


(Twenty-Fifth  Parliament.) 

7     5G  Victoria  1892 

8  to  21. .57  -  ...  1893-4 

22  —  29. ..57  1894 

30—  .35... 58         —         1895 


Vol. 


(Twenty-Sixth  Parliament.) 

36    59  Victoria  1895 

37  to  44... 59  — 
45  —  52... 60  — 
53—  65,.. 61  — 
66—  76. ..62 
77    63  — 


78 
79 
80 


.63 
.63 
,63 


1895-6 
..1897 
..1898 
..1899 
..1899 
...'900 
...1900 
...1900 


HER  MAJESTY'S  PRINCIPAL  OFFICERS 

OF  STATE,  Etc. 


THE    CABINET. 

Piiuie  Minister  and  Secretaiy  of  State  for  Foreign  Afikirs Most  Hon.  the  Marquess  of 

Salisbury,  K.G. 

Lord  President  of  the  Council His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Devonshire,  K.G 

Lonl  Chancellor Rt.  Hon.  Earl  of  Halsbury. 

Loid  Privy  Seal Rt.  Hon.  Viscount  Cross,  G.C.B.,  G.C.S.I. 

First  Lord  of  the  Treasury Rt.  Hon.  Arthur  J.  Balfour. 

Secretaries  of  State 

Home  Department Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Matthew  White  Ridley,  Bt. 

Colonial Rt.  Hon.  Joseph  Chamberlain. 

War Most  Hon.  Marquess  of  Lansdownk,  K.G.,G.C.M.G.,  G.C.S.L 

India Rt.  Hon.  Lord  George  Hamilton. 

Cliancellor  of  the  Exchequer Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Michael  Hicks  Beach,  Bt. 

First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty Rt.  Hon.  George  Joachim  GtOSCHEN. 

Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland- Rt.  Hon.  Earl  Cadogan,  K.G. 

Lord  Cliancellor  of  Ireland Rt.  Hon.  I^rd  Ashbourne. 

President  of  the  Board  of  Trade Rt.  Hon.  Charles  Thomson  Ritchie. 

Secretary  for  Scotland Rt.  Hon.  I^rd  Balfour  of  Burleigh. 

President  of  the  Local  Government  Board Rt.  Hon.  Henry  Chaplin. 

Chancellor  of  the'Duchy  of  Lancaster Rt.  Hon.  Lord  James  of  Hereford 

First  Commissioner  of  U'orks Rt.  Hon.  A.  AKEits  Dougl^vr. 

President  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture Rt.  Hon.  Walter  XL  JiONO. 

NOT  IN  THE  CABINET. 

Postmaster-General Duke  of  Norfolk,  K.G. 

Parliamentary  Secretary  to  the  Treasury Rt.  Hon.  Sir  W.  Walrond,  M.P. 

Financial  Secretary  to  the  Treasury Rt.  Hon.  R.  W.  Han  bury,  M.P. 

Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland Rt.  Hon.  Gerald  W.  Balfour,  M.P. 

Vice-President  of  the  Committee  of  Council Rt.  Hon.  Sir  tT.  Kldon  Gorst,  M.P. 

Secretary  to  thfe  Admiralty W.  G.  Ellison  Macartney,  Esq.,  M.P. 

{H.  T.  Anstruther,  Esq.,  M.P. 
W^iLLiAM  Hayes  Fisher,  Esq.,  M.P. 
Lord  Stanley,  M.P. 
r  Admiral  Sir  F.  W.  Richards,  G.C  B 
Vice- Admiral  Sir  F.  G.  D.  Bedford,  K.C.B. 

Lords  of  the  Admiralty {  Rear- Admiral  A.  K.  Wilson,  V.C,  C.B. 

Capt.  A.  W.  MooRK,  C.B.,  C.M.G. 
\J,  Austen  Chamberlain,  Esq.,  M.P. 

Parliamentary  Secretary,  Foreign  Office Rt.  Hon.  W.  St.  John  Brodrick,  M.P. 

Parliamentary  Secretary,  Home  Office Rt.  Hon.  Jesse  Collinos,  M.P. 

Parliamentary  Secretary,  Colonial  Office Rt.  Hon.  Earl  of  Selborne. 

Parliamentary  Secretary,  India  Office Rt.  Hon.  Earl  of  Onslow,  G. C.M.G. 

Parliamentary  Secretary,  War  Office George  Wyndham,  Esq.,  M.P. 

Parliamentary  Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Trade Rt.  Hon.  Earl  of  Dudley. 

Parliamentary  Secretary  to  the  Local  Government  Board T.  W.  Russell,  Esq.,  M.P. 

financial  Secretary,  War  Office J.  Powell- Williams,  l>q.,  M.P. 

Attorney-General Sir  Richard  E.  Wkiwter,  Bt.,  (i.C.M.G.,  y.C,  M.P. 

Solicitor-General Sir  R.  B.  Finlay,  Q.C,  M.P. 


vi  Her  MAJESTY'S  PRINCIPAL  OFFICERS  OF  STATE.— (CW.) 

OTHER  OFFICERS  OF  STATE. 

• 

Judge  Atlvocate-Geiieral Rt.  Hon.  Sir  F.  H.  Jeunk,  K.C.B.,  President  Probate,  Divorce, 

and  Admiralty  Courts. 

Lord  Chamberlain Rt.  Hon.  Earl  of  Hopetoun,  G.C.M.G. 

Vice-Chamberlain Hon.  AiLWYN  E.  Fellowes,  M.P. 

Lord  Steward Rt.  Hon.  Earl  of  Pembroke  and  Montgomery,  G.C.  V.O. 

Master  of  the  Hoi-se His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Portland,  K.G.,  G.C. V.O. 

Paymaster-General His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Marlborough. 

Comptroller  of  the  Household Viscount  Valentia,  M.P. 

Treasurer  of  the  Household Viscount  CuRZON,  M.P.  , 

Master  of  tlie  Buckhounds^ Rt.  Hon.  Earl  of  Coventry, 

Captain  Yeoman  of  the  Guard Rt.  Hon.  Earl  Waldegrave. 

General  Rt.  Hon.  Viscount  Bridport,  G.C.B.  (permanent). 

Rt.  Hon.  Earl  of  KiNTORE,  G.C.M.G. 

Rt.  Hon.  Earl  of  Denbigh. 

T     1    .    «•  .^.  '  Rt.  Hon.  Lord  Churchill. 

Lords  m-\A  aiting ^  ^^  ^^^  j^^^^  Harris,  G.C.S.L,  G.C.LE. 

Rt.  Hon.  Lord  Lawrence. 
Rt.  Hon.  Earl  of  Clarendon. 
.Rt.  Hon.  Lord  Bagot. 

SCOTLAND. 

Chief  Secietary Rt.  Hon.  Lord  Balfour  of  Burleigh. 

Lord  Justice-General Rt.  Hon.  J.  B.  Balfour. 

Lord  Advocate Rt.  Hon.  A.  G.  Murray,  Q.C,  M.P. 

Lord  Justice  Clerk Rt.  Hon.  Lord  Kinsburgh,  C.B. 

Lord  Clerk  Register His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Montrose,  K.T. 

Lord  High  Commissioner Rt.  Hon.  Earl  of  Leven  and  Melville. 

Solicitor-General Charles  Scott-Dickson,  Esq.,  Q.C. 

IRELAND. 

Lord  Lieutenant Rt.  Hon.  ¥!s.t\  Cadogan,  K.G. 

Lord  Chancellor Lord  Ashbourne. 

Chief  Secretary Rt.  Hon.  Gerald  W.  Balfour,  M.P. 

Under  Secretary Rt.  Hon.  Sir  David  Harrel,  K.C.B. 

Attorney-General Rt.  Hon.  J.  Atkinson,  M.P. 

Solicitor-General Geo.  Wright,  Esq. 


PRINCIPAL  OFFICERS  OF  THE  HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

Chairman  of  Committees Rt.  Hon.  Earl  of  MORLEY. 

Clerk  of  Parliaments Henry  J.  L.  Graham,  Esq.,  C.B. 

Deputy  Clerk  of  Parliaments  (Clerk  Assistant) Hon.  E.  P.  Thesiger,  C.  B. 

Reatling-Clerk  and  Clerk  of  Outdoor  Committees 

Counsel  to  the  Chairman  of  Committees Albert  Gray,  Esq. 

Chief  Cnerk  and  Clerk  of  Public  BUls H.  C.  Malkin,  Esq. 

Senior  Clerks 

Clerk  of  Private  Bills,  and  Taxing  Officer  of  Private  Bill  Costs R.  W.  Monro,  Esq. 

Peers'  Printed  Paper  Office A.  Harrison,  Esq. 

Principal  Clerk,  Judicial  Departinent,  and  Taxing  Officer  of  Judicial  Costs E.  F. 

Taylor,  Esq. 

Clerk  of  the  Journals W.  A.  Leigh,  Esq. 

Principal  Clerk  of  Private  Committees— J.  F.  Symons  Jeune,  Esq. 
Other  Clerks F.  Skene,  Esq. ;  W.  H.  Hamilton  Gordon,  Esq.  ;  C.  L.  Anstkuthek,  Esfj. 

(Clerk  attending  the  Table) ;  Hon.  A.  McDonnell  ;  A.  H.  Robinson,  Esq.  ;  H.  P.  St. 

John,  R^q.  ;  V.  M.  Biddulph,  Rsq.  ;  Hon.  E.  A.   Stonor  ;  H.  J.  F.  Badeley,  Esq.  ; 

C.    HeADLAM,  Esq.  ;  J.  B.  HOTHAM,  Esq. 

Accountant (^.  hULKES,  Esq. 

Copyist Mr.  T.  A.  Ct.URT  ;  Assistant  Copyist Mr.  H.  P.  NoRRis. 

Messengers Messrs.  W.  WoRFELL,  A.  A.WoRFELL,  C.  E.  Chizlett,A.  N.  Stoll,  J.  W.  F. 

Locke,  J.  McMillan,  G.  Bennett. 

Librarian S.  Arthur  Strong,  Esq. 

Assistant  Librarian A.  H.  M.  Butler,  Esq. 

Messenger Mr.  W.  H.  G.  Strevens. 

Examiners  for  Standing  Orders C.  W.  CAMPION,  Esq.  ;  J.  F.  Symons  Jeune,  Esq.  ;  Clerk 

J.  W.  G.  Bond,  Esq. 

(>•  ntJeman  Uhher  of  the  Black  Rod Gen.  Sir  Michael  A.  S.  Biddulph,  G.C.B. 

Veoman  Usher Captain  T.  D.  Butler. 

Serjeant-at-Arms Major-General  Su-  Arthur  Elus,  K.C.V.O  ,  C.S.L 


aEE  MAJESTY^  PRIl^CiPAL  OFFICERS  01*  StAtK— (C(m<.)  tIi 

PRINCIPAL  OFFICERS  OF  THE  HOUSE  OF  LOlWS.^iCont) 

Deputy  Serjeant-at-Arms S.  Hand,  Esq. 

Resident  Superintendent Mr.  J.  K,  Williams. 

Shorthand  Writer W.  H.  GuKNKY  Salter,  Esq. 

Principal  Doorkeepers Messrs.  W.  Chandler,  E.  Fox,  F.  Holmax. 

First  Class  Assistants Messrs.  C.  Walker,  J.  Hedley,  J.  Lane. 

Second  Class  Assistants Messrs.  B.  Gallop,  H.  B.  Strevens,  (J.  W.  Cuoss,  W.  Sxorr. 

Third  Class  Assistants Messrs.  J.  WooLACOTT,  A.  A.  Ednev,  J.  F.  Baum. 

Messengers Messrs.    A.    J.    Solman,    J.    B.   Forsyth,  C.    Chapman,    W.   Phillips, 

W.  W.  Meates. 

Superintendent  of  Refreshment  Rooms Mr.  William  Ago  as. 

Inspector  of  Police  attending  the  House  of  Lords Mr.  T.  Kenduick. 


PRINCIPAL  OFFICERS  OF  THE  HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

(lerk  of  the  House  of  Commons Archibald  Milman,  Esq.,  C.B. 

Clerk- Assistant Francis  B.  G.  Jenkinson,  Esq.,  C.B. 

Second  Clerk -Assistant Arthur  W.  Nicholson,  Esq. 

l^rincipal  Clerks 

Public  Bill  OHice,  and  Clerk  of  Fees W.  A.  Ferouson-Davie,  E^q.,  C.Bi 
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Laid  Norton       ...         ...         8        The  Lord  Bishop  of  Winchester     ...       12 
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Question,  Sir  J.  Fergusson  (Manchester,  N.E.) :  Answer,  The  Secretary  of 
Stat€  for  India  (Lord  G.  Hamilton,  Middlesex,  Ealing)      ...         ...         ...       36 

Inebriates'  Reformatories — Question,  Mr.  Hobhouse ;  Answer,  The  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  the  Home  Department  (Sir  M.  White  Ridley,  Lancashire, 

XJlc«\/lvLfvlVFX  I  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Ol 

London    Omnibuses— Ticket    Examiners— Question,   Mr.    T.    B.    Curran 

(Donegal,  N.) ;  Answer,  Sir  M.  White  Ridley         ...         ...  38 

Scottish  Private  Bill  Lechslation  -Question,  Mr.  John  Ellis  (Nottingham- 
shire, Rushcliffe) ;  Answer,  The  l^)rd  Advocate  (Mr.  A.  Graham   Murray, 

XJll  V\xS}IlII  CI  •••  •••  ...  ..*  «••  ...  ■••  •••  r..  OO 

Cowdenbeath  Commissioners'  Election     Question,  Mr.  Weir  ;  Answer,  Mr. 

A.  Graham  Murray     ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...       38 

Post  Office — Telegraphic  Delays— Question,  Mr.  A.  G.  H.  Gibbs  (London) ; 

Answer,  The  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  (Mr.  Hanbury,  Preston) ...         ...       39 

Chief  Teij:oraph   Office,   London- Case   of  D.    W.   Jones — Question, 

Mr.  Kimber  (Wandsworth) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Hanbury  ...         ...  ...       39 

Telephonic  Communication  with  Dundee  -  Question,  Sir  J.  Leng  (Dundee): 

Answer,  Mr.  Hanbury  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...         ...       40 

Members' Telegrams — Question,  Mr.  Malcolm  (Suffolk,  Stowmarket) ;  Answer, 

Mr.  Hanbury  ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...       41 

Dairy  Produce — "Presumptive  Standard  of  Quality" — Question,  Mr. 
Hedderwick  (Wick  Burghs) ;  Answer,  The  President  of  the  Board  of 
Agriculture  (Mr.  Long,  Liverpool,  W.  Derby)         ...         ...         ...         ...       41 

Education — Corporal  Punishment  in  Elementary  Schools— Questions, 
Sir  John  Brunner  (Cheshire,  Northwich)  and  Mr.  Gray  (West  Ham,  N.)  : 
Answer,  The  Vice-President  of  the  Committee  of  Council  on  Education 
(Sir  J.  Gorst,  Cambridge  University)  4  :* 
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(Flintshire);  Answer,  Sir  J.  Gorst  ...  43 

Educational  Consultative  Committkk  -Question,  Sir  F.  S.  Powell  (Wigan) ; 

Answer,  Sir  J.  Gorst 43 

"Stop  the  War"  MEErtNC  at  Exiher  Hall,  2M)  March,  1900  — 
Question,  Sir  Wilfrid  Lawson  (Gumbei'laiid,  Coekermouth)  i  Answer,  The 
Attorney-General  (Kir  Richard  Webater,  Isle  of  Wight)     +4 

Irish  Train  Service— Irregularities  -Question,  Mr.  Field  (Dublin,  St. 
Patrick)  ;  Answer,  The  President  of  the  Boiird  of  Trade  (Mr.  Ilitchie, 
Croydon)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...       44 

Irish    Kailwav    Amaummation    Bills— Question,   Mr.   Patrick  O'Brien ; 

Answer,  Mr,  Hanliuiy  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...       44 

Trlbphosbs  in  County  Cork— Question,  Dr.  Tanner;  Answer, Mr.  Hanhury      4G 

The  Murder  of  Mr.  Bird  at  Bantrv — Questions,  Mr.  William  Johnston 
(Belfast,  S.)  and  Capt.  Doiielan  ;  Answer,  The  Attorney-General  for  Ireland 
(Mr.  Atkinson,  Londonderry,  N.)      ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...       4G 

Irish  Land  Sales— Rae  Estate  County  Kerry — Question,  Sir  T.  G.  Esmonde 

(Kerry,  W.) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Atkinson 47 

Dublin  Students  and  the  Civic  Flag — Questions,  Mr.  William  Redmond 
(Clare.  W.).  Mr.  T.  M.  Healy  (Louth,  N.)  and  Mr.  Patrick  O'Brien  ; 
Answers,  Mr.  Atkinson  ...  ...  47 

Riots  in  Belfast — Questions,  Dr.  Tanner  and  Mr.  Patrick  O'Brieu :  Answer, 

Mr.  Atkinson 49 

SK   Vards   -Question,    Dr.    Tuniier;    Answer,    Mr. 


Municipal  Tradi.vg   CosiMirrEE —Questions,   Mr.  Kimber  and  Mr.  Cohen 
(Islington,  E.);  Answer,  Mr.  A.  J. 


SiTTIWiS  OF   THE   HoiSE   (E.XEMPTION 

Motion  made,  and  Question  put, 
mittec  of  Ways  and  Means,  if  the  C 
this  night,  be  not  inlernipte<l  uiidi 
HoMne"- (Mr.  Balfonr.) 

The  House  divided :— Ayes,  274  ;  ] 

WAYS  AND  MEANS    Considered  in 
[Mr.  J.  W.  Lowther  (Cuml 

Fijian  CIA 
Th*  Chancellor  of  tkr  Exchequer  (Sir  I 
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Tea. 

1.  Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "That,  in  lieu  of  the  duty  of 
customs  now  payable  on  tea,  there  shall  be  charged,  levied,  and  paid  on 
and  after  the  6th  day  of  March,  1900,  and  until  the  1st  day  of  August, 
1901,  the  following  duty  (that  is  to  say) : — Tea,  the  pound,  6d." — {Mr, 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.) 

Discussion  : — 

Sir  H.   CampheU'Baimei- 

man  {Stirling  Burghs) 
Mr.  T.  M.  Healy  {LaiUh, 

^¥•1  •••  •••  ••■ 

Sir     IFilliam     Harcourt- 

{Monmouthshirey  JF. )... 
Mr.  Gibson  Bowles  {Lynn 

Regis) 
Mr.  Haldane  {Haddington- 

oflrtiC  t   •••  •••  ••• 

Attention  drawn  to  the  fact  that  there  were  not  forty  Members  present 
(Dr.  Tanner,  Cork  County,  Mid).  House  counted,  and  forty  Members 
being  found  present : — 


Mr.   Holknd  {Yorhhiie,    1F.R,, 

79 

RothnJiavi) 

98 

Mr.  Henderson  {Staffordshire,  IF.) 

99 

81 

Mr.  Broadhurst  {Leirejitn) 

100 

Sir  Albert  Rollit  {Islington,  S.)     ... 

102 

87 

Mr.  Jjough  {Islington,  IF.) 

103 

Mr.  John  IFilson  {Falkirk  Burghs) 

105 

90 

Mr.   Lowles  {Sluneditch,  Hagger- 

•>i(/n}        •>•          ..•          ...          ... 

105 

94 

Discussion — conHnvcd. 


lOG 


107 


Mr.  Kearkf/ (Devonport)    ...          ...  122 

,^'.  Mc(  'rac  {Edinhmgh,  E.)         ...  1 24 

Mr.  Cohen  {Islington,  E.)  ...         ...  128 

Mr.  Maddison  {Sheffiehl,  Bright  side)  129 
Mr.  J.    JF.  J  Fit  son  {IForcestcrshirc, 

^••1                 •••                   •••                   •••                   •••  xi/*^ 

Mr.  John  Redmcmd  {fFaterford)  ...  133 

Sir  M.  Hich-Beach           137 


Mr.  Lowles 

Mr.Souitar{  Dumfriessh  ire)     1 OG 

Mr.  Laurence  {Lirerjyx^l, 
Ahercromhy)  ... 

Major  Jameson ( Clare,  IF.)     107 

Mr.  Bartley  {Islington,  N.)     112 

Mr.  Lahouchere  {Northamj)- 
ton)    ...         ...         ...     116 

Sir  J.  A.  JFillox  {Liver- 
pool, Everton)  ...  119-20 

Amendment  proposed — 

"To  leave  out  the  words  *six  pence/  and  in.^ert  the  words  '  four  pence.'  "  — 
{Mr.  John  Redmond.) 

Question  put,  "  That  the  words  *  six  pence  '  stand  part  of  the  Question." 
The  Committee  div-ided  :-  Ayes,  209  ;  Noes,  60.  (Division  List  No.  52.) 
Main  Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided  : — Ayes,  223  ;  Noes,  48.     (Division  List  No.  53). 

Resolved,  That  in  lieu  of  the  duty  of  customs  now  payable  on  tea,  there 
shall  be  charged,  levied,  and  paid  on  and  after  the  sixth  day  of  March, 
nineteen  hundred,  and  until  the  first  day  of  August,  nineteen  hundred 
and  one,  the  following  duty  (that  is  to  say) : — 

£     s.    d. 
Teft    ...         ...         ...  .,         1..     the  pound     0     0     6 
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Tobacco. 

2.  Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  in  addition  to  thd 
duties  of  customs  now  payable  on  tobacco  imported  into  Great  Britain  or 
Ireland,  there  shall,  on  and  after  the  sixth  day  of  March,  nineteen 
hundred,  and  until  the  first  day  of  August,  nineteen  hundred  and  one,  be 
charged,  levied,  and  paid  the  following  duties  (rtiat  is  to  say) : — 

,J&    8.   d. 
Tobacco,  manufactured,  namely  : — 

Cigars  ...         ...         ...         ...         ...     the  pound    0    0    6 

Cavendish  or  negrohead     the  pound    0    0    6 

Cavendish  or  negrohead,  manufactured   in)  ,.  d     0    0    5 

r.#wAAv4  »••  •••  •••  •••  9  •  •  J 

Other  manufactured  tobacco  ...  the  pound    0    0    5 

Snuff  containing  more  then  thirteen  poundsl 

of  moisture  in  every  one  hundred  pounds  j-  the  pound     0     0     5 
weight  thereof     j 

Snuff  not  containing  more  than   thirteen  1 
pounds  of  moisture  in  every  one  hundred  j-  the  pound    0    0    6 
pounds  weight  thereof J 

Tobacco,  unmanufactured,  namely  : — 

Containing  ten  Dounds  or  more  of  moisturejj^^j     ^    q     4 
in  every  hundred  pounds  weight  thereof  j  ^ 

Containing  less  than  ten  pounds  of  moisturel 

in   every  one  hundrea   pounds   weight  V  the  pound    0    0    4 
unereoi      ...         ..•         ...         ...         ***/ 

— {Mr,  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,) 
Amendment  proposed — 


"  In  lines  9  and  10  (cavendish  or  negrohead,  manufactured  in  bond,  the  pound), 
to  leave  out  the  words  'five  pence,'  and  insert  the  words  *  one  penny.  ' 
—{Mr.  William  Redmond,) 

Question  put,  "  That  the  words  *  five  pence '  stand  part  of  the  Question." 

The  Committee  divided  ;  Ayes,  247  ;  Noes,  30.     (Division  List  No.  54.) 

Main  Question  again  proposed. 

Another  Amendment  proposed — 

**  In  line  24  (tobacco  unmanufactured,  etc.,  containing  less  than  ten  pounds  of 
moisture  in  every  one  hundred  pounds  weight  thereof),  to  leave  out  the  wordu  *  four 
pence,*  and  insert  the  words  *one  penny.   *—(ilfr.  Patrick  O'Brien,) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  *  four  pence '  stand  part  of  the 
Question." 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Main  Cjuestion  put,  and  agreed  to. 
VOL.  LXXX.    [Fourth  Series.]  k 
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Eesolved,  That  in  addition  to  the  duties  of  customs  now  payable  on 
tobacco  imported  into  Great  Britain  or  Ireland,  there  shall,  on  and  after 
the  sixth  day  of  March,  nineteen  hundred,  and  until  the  first  day  of 
August,  nineteen  hundred  and  one,  be  charged,  levied,  and  paid  the 
following  duties  (that  is  to  say) : — 

£     s.     d. 
Tobacco,  manufactured,  viz : — 

Cigars  ...         ...         ...         ...         ...     the  pound     006 

Cavendish  or  negrohead      ...     the  pound    006 

Cavendish  or  negrohead,   manufactured  i^\  fi,    ^loi    d     0     0     5 
bond  ...         ...         ...  ...         . . .  /  *^ 

Other  manufactured  tobacco  ...  ...      the  pound     005 

Snuff  containing  more  than  thirteen  pounds  \ 

of  moisture  in  every  one  hundred  pounds  -  the  pound     0     0     5 


weight  thereof     ..."     ...  ...         ...J 

Snuff  not  containing  more  than  thirteen 
pounds  of  moisture  in  every  one  hundred 
pounds  weight  thereof     ... 


the  pound     0     0     6 


Tobacco,  unmanufactiu*ed,  viz.  :- 

Containing  ten  pounds  or  more  of  moisture\  ,  i  10     0     4^ 

in  every  hundred  pounds  weight  thereof/         ^ 

Containing  less  than  ten  pounds  of  moisture  1 

in  every    one   hundred   pounds    weight  r  the  pound     0     0     4 
Lnereoi      ...         ...         ...         ...         ...*' 

Spirits. — Excise. 

3.  Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  in  addition  to  the  duty 
of  excise  now  payable  for  every  gallon  computed  at  proof  of  spirits 
distilled  in  the  United  Kingdom  there  shall  on  and  after  the  sixth  day  of 
March,  nineteen  hundred,  until  the  first  day  of  August,  nineteen  hundred 
and  one,  be  charged,  levied,  and  paid  the  following  duty  (that  is  to  say) : — 

£    s.    d. 
For  every  gallon  of  spirits  computed  at  proof 0     0     6 

and  so  in  proportion  for  any   less  quantity." — {Mr,   ChanceU<n'  of  the 
Exchequer,) 

Amendment  proposed  — 

"  To  leave  out  the  words  '  six  pence,'  and  insert  the  words  '  four  pence.'  "~ 
(Majoi'  Jameson.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  *  six  pence  '  stand  part  of  the  Quen- 
Hon:'— (Mr,  T.  M.  Heahj.) 154 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided  :— Ayes,  2^Jr>  ;  Noes,  22.  (Division  List  No.  55.) 

Main  Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided  :--Ayes,  231 ;  Noes,  20.  (Division  List  No.  56.) 
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Resolved,  That  in  addition  to  the  duty  of  excise  now  payable  for  every 
gallon  computed  at  proof  of  spirits  distilled  in  the  United  Kingdom  there 
shall,  on  and  after  the  sixth  day  of  March,  nineteen  hundred,  until  the 
first  day  of  August,  nineteen  hundred  and  one,  be  charged,  levied,  and 
paid  the  following  duty  (that  is  to  say) : — 

£     s.   d. 
For  every  gallon  of  spirits  computed  at  proof 0     0     6 

and  so  on  in  proportion  for  any  less  quantity. 

Spirits. — Cistoms. 

4.  Resolved,  That  in  addition  to  the  duties  oi  customs  now 
payable  on  spirits  imported  into  Great  Britain  or  Ireland,  there  shall,  on 
and  after  the  sixth  day  of  March,  nineteen  hundred,  and  until  the  first 
day  of  August,  nineteen  hundred  and  one,  be  charged,  levied,  and  paid 
the  duties  following  (that  is  to  say) : — 

£     8.   d. 
For  every  gallon  of  spirits  computed  at  proof,  of  spirits 
of  any  description,  except  perfumed  spirits 0     0     6 

For  every  gallon  of  perfumed  spirits      0     010 

For  every  gallon  of  liqueurs,  cordials,  mixtures,  and 
other  preparations  entered  in  such  a  manner  as  to 
indicate  ttiat  the  strength  is  not  to  be  tested  ..     0    0     8 

And  the  duties  of  customs  on  the  articles  hereafter  mentioned,  being 
articles  in  which  spirit  is  contained  or  in  the  manufacture  of  which  spirit 
is  used,  shall  be  proportionately  increased,  and  shall  be  as  follows  : — 


Chloral  hydrate 
Chloroform   ... 

Collodion      

Ether  acetic  ... 
Ether  butyric 
Ether  sulphuric 
Ethyl,  iooide  of 
Ethyl  bromide 
Ethyl  chloride 

— {Mr,  Chanedlor  of  the  Exchequer,) 


£    s.    d. 

the  pound  0     14 

the  pound  0     3     3 

the  gallon  1     6     3 

the  pound  0     1    11 

the  gallon  0  16     5 

the  gallon  17     5 

t^he  gallon  0  14     3 

the  pound  Oil 

the  gallon  0  16     5 


Beer.— Excise. 

5.  Motion  made,  and  Question  put,  "  That  in  addition  to  the  duty  of 
excise  now  payable  in  respect  of  beer  brewed  in  the  United  Kingdom 
there  shall,  on  and  after  the  sixth  day  of  March,  nineteen  hundred,  and 
until  the  first  day  of  August,  nineteen  hundred  and  one,  be  charged,  levied, 
and  paid  the  following  duty  (that  is  to  say) — 

£    s.    (I. 
For  every  thirty-six  gallons  of  worts  of  a  specific  gravity 

of  one  thousand  and  fifty-five  degrees  the  duty  of    ...     0     1     0 

and  so  on  in  proportion  for  any  difference  in  quantity  or  gravity. — {Mr, 
Chanr^Uor  of  the  Exchequer.) 

The  Committee  divided  :— Ayes,  215;  Noes,  18.     .(Division  List  No. 

07.) 

62 
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Resolved,  That  in  addition  to  the  duty  of  excise  now  payable  in  respect 
of  beer  brewed  in  the  United  Kingdom  there  shall,  on  and  after  the  sixth 
day  of  March,  nineteen  hundred,  and  until  the  first  day  of  August,  nine- 
teen hundred  and  one,  be  charged,  levied,  and  paid  the  following  duty 
(that  is  to  say) :  — 

£    s.    (I 
For  every  thirty-six  gallons  of  worts  of  a  specific  gravity 

of  one  thousand  a  d  fifty-five  degrees  the  duty  of     ...     0     1     0 

and  so  on  in  proportion  for  any  difference  in'quantity  or  gravity. 

Beer. — Customs. 

6.  Resolved,  That  in  addition  to  the  duties  of  customs  now  payable  on 
beer  imported  into  Great  Britain  or  Ireland  there  shall,  on  and  after  the 
sixth  day  of  March,  nineteen  hundred,  and  until  the  first  day  of  August, 
nineteen  hundred  and  one,  be  charged,  le^ded,  and  paid  the  following 
duties  (that  is  to  say) : — 

In  the  ca.se  of  beer  called  or  similar  to  mum,  spruce,  l)lack  beer,  or 
Berlin  white  beer  or  other  preparations  whether  fermented  or  not  fer- 
mented of  a  similar  character  — 

For  every  thirty-six  gallons  where  the  worts  thereof  are  or  £.  s.  d. 
were  before  fermentation  of  a  specific  gravity — 

Not  exceeding  one  thousand  two  hundred  and  fifteen 
degrees,  a  duty  of        0      4    0 

Exceeding    one    thousand    two   hundred    and   fifteen 

degrees,  a  duty  of        ...         ...         ...         ...         ...     0      48 

In  this  case  of  every  description  of  beer  other  than  that 
above  specified — 

For  every  thirty-six  gallons  where  the  worts  thereof 
were  before  fermentation  of  a  specific  gravity  of  one 
thousand  and  fifty-five  degrees,  a  duty  of     0      1     0 

and  so  in  proportion  for  any  difference  in  gravity. — (Mr.  Chancellor  of  the 
Exdieqiier.) 

Amendment  of  Law. 

7.  Resolved,  That  it  is  expedient  to  prolong  the  term  of  certain  annuities, 
and  amend  the  law  relating  to  the  National  Debt,  the  Customs,  and  the 
Inland  Revenue. — {Mr.  Chancellor  of  tlie  Exchequer.) 

War  Loan. 

8.  Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  (1)  That,  towards  making 
good  the  supply  granted  to  Her  Majesty  for  the  service  of  the  years  ending 
on  the  31st  day  of  March,  nineteen  hundred,  and  the  Slst  day  of  March, 
nineteen  hundre»l  and  one,  sums  not  exceeding  thirty-five  million  pounds 
be  raised  by  either  or  both  of  th(^  following  methods : — 

(a)  By  means  of  the  creation  of  stock  or  bonds  to  be  redeemed  within  a 
period  not  exceeding  ten  years,  and  bearing  interest  at  a  rate  to  be 
fixed  by  the  Treasury  ;  or 

(b)  By  means  of  the  issue  of  Treasury  Bills ; 

and  that  the  principal  and  the  interest  on  any  money  so  raised  be  charged 
on  the  ConsoUdated  Fuud ; 
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(2)  That  all  expenses  incurred  in  connection  with  raisins  the  said  sums, 
including  any  aoditional  remuneration  to  the  banks  of  England  and 
Ireland,  oe  charged  on  the  Consolidated  Fund." — (Mr,  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer.) 

Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Besolutions  to  be  reported  to-morrow;  Committee  to  sit  again  to- 
morrow. 

It  bein^  after  One  of  the  Clock,  Mr.  Speaker  adjourned  the  House  with- 
out Question  put. 

Adjourned  at  half  after  One  olthe  clock. 


LORDS  :    TUESDAY,    6th    MARCH,     1900. 

Francis  John  Earl  of  Whamcliffe  and  Viscount  Carlton  having  succeeded 
to  those  dignities  on  the  death  of  his  uncle  Edward  Montagu  Stuart 
Granville  Earl  of  Whamcliffe,  Viscoimt  Carlton,  etc.,  by  virtue  of  a  special 
remainder  in  a  patent  dated  15th  January,  1876 — Was  (in  the  usual 
manner)  introduced     ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...     165 

PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

South  Staffordshire  Tramways  Bill  [h.l.]— A  petition  of  Messrs.  Sharpe, 
Parker,  Pritchards,  Barham,  and  Lawford,  of  9,  Bridge  Street,  Westminster, 
parliamentary  ^ents,  praying  for  leave  to  present  a  petition  of  Tipton 
Urban  District  (^uncil,  prajring  to  be  heard  by  counsel  against  the  Bill, 
although  the  time  limited  by  Standing  Order  No.  92  for  presenting  such 
petition  has  expired ;  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table ;  and  Standing 
Order  No.  92  to  be  considered  on  Thursday  next  in  order  to  its  being 
dispensed  with  in  respect  of  the  said  petition  ...         ...         ...         . .  <     165 

Cardiff  Oorporation  Bill  [h.l.1  ;  Muirkirk,  Mauchline,  and  Dalmollingtou 
Railways  (Abandonment)  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Whitechapel  and  Bow  Railway  Bill 
Ih.L.]  ;  Christchurch,  Bournemouth,  and  Winton  Tramways  Bill  ;  St. 
DaYid's  Railway  (Abandonsient)  Bill ;  Dublin  Electric  Lighting  Bill ; 
Blackpool,  St.  Anne's,  and  Ly  tham  Tramways  Bill.  Examiner's  Certificates 
of  non-compliance  with  the  Standing  Orders  referred  to  the  Standing 
Orders  Committee  on  Monday  next 165 

MUford  Docks  Bill  [H.L.] — CommittiBd  166 

Caledonian    Railway  Bill  [h.l.];     Deame    Valley    Railway    Bill  [H.L.], 

Committed.    The  Committees  to  be  proposed  by  the  Committee  of  Selection     166 


Universal  Life  Assurance  Society's  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Scottish  Widows*  Fund 

and  life  Assurance  Society  Bill  [H.L.].    Reported  with  amendments      ...     166 


Folkestone,    Sandgate,    and    Hjrthe    Tramroads    Bill  [h^l.]— ^Read 

second  time     ...         166 

Army  and  Navy  Investment  Trust  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  New  Russia  Company  BOl 

fH.L.] ;  Donegal  Railway  Bill  [H.L.]   Read  second  time  (according  to  order)     166 
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Church's  Patent  Bill  [h.l.];  East  Stirlingshire  Water  BUI  [h.l.];  Falkirk 
and  District  Water  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Falkirk  (S)rporation  Bill  [hx.]  ;  Motherwell 
Water  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  East  Shropshire  Water  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Hemel  Hempstead 
(Corporation  (Water)  Bill  [h.l.]  ;.  Great  Berkhampstead  Water  Bill  [H.L.]. 
Report  from  the  Committee  of  Selection,  That  the  following  Lords  be 
proposed  to  the  House  to  form  the  Select  Committee  for  the  consideration 
of  the  said  Bills — viz  :  E.  Grey,  E.  Camperdown  (chairman),  L.  Manners 
of  Haddon,  L.  Saltoun,  L.  Sinclair ;  agreed  to  ;  and  the  said  Lords  appointed 
accordingly.  The  Committee  to  meet  on  Tuesday  next,  at  Eleven  o'clock  j 
and  all  petitions  referred  to  the  Committee,  with  leave  to  the  petitioners 
praying  to  be  heard  by  counsel  against  the  Bills  to  be  heard  as  desired,  as 
also  counsel  for  the  Bills         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...     160 
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and  Harbour  Board  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Newport  Corporation  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Newport 
(Monmouthshire)  Gas  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  North-Eastem  Railway  (Steam  Vessels) 
Bill  [h.l.]  ;  North-Eastern  Kailway  Bill  [h.l.]        1G7 

Report  from  Committee  of  Selection. 

That  the  following  Lords  be  proposed  to  the  House  to  form  the  Select 
Committee  for  the  consideration  of  the  said  Bills — viz :  E.  Lucan, 
E.  Verulam,  E.  Dartrey,  L.  Windsor  (chairman),  L.  Newton ;  agreed  to ; 
and  the  said  Lords  appointed  accordingly.  The  Committee  to  meet  on 
Tuesday  next,  at  eleven  o'clock ;  and  all  petitions  referred  to  the 
Committee,  with  leave  to  the  petitioners  praying  to  be  heard  by  counsel 
against  the  Bills  to  bo  heard  as  desired,  as  also  counsel  for  the  Bills        ...     1G7 
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Army  (Mititia). 
Militia  Training  Returns,  1899        167 

Navy  Estimatf>>,  1900-1 901 —Explanatory  Statement  of  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Admiralty— Presented  [by  Command],  and  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table  ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ..       167 

Sheriffs'  Accounts — Treasury  Warrant,  dated  27th  November,  1899, 
appointing  Benjamin  James  Bridgeman,  Esq.,  and  Georce  William  Couch, 
Esq.,  to  examine  sheriffs'  accounts.  Laid  before  the  House  (pursuant  to 
Act),  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table  ...         ...  ...         ...     167 

South  African  War — Telegrams  to  Soldiers  on  Service. 
Discussion:— 

The  Earl  of  Lichfield        ...     168         The  Earl  of  Lkhfield     172 

I/yrd  Sirathcofui  and  Mount  Lord  Tweedmouih  173 

Roifal 170        The  Secretary  of  State  for  War 

Tfie  Postmaste7-  General  (tlic  (The  Marquess  of  Lansdovme)       173 

Duke  of  Norfolk 171 

House  adjourned  at  Five  minutes  before  Five  of  the  clock. 
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Private  Bills  (Standing  Order  62  Complied  with).— Mr.  Speaker  laid 
upon  the  Table  Report  from  one  of  the  Examinei's  of  Petitions  for 
Private  Bills,  That,  in  the  case  of  the  following  Bills,  referred  on  the  First 
Reading  thereof.  Standing  Order  No.  62  has  l)een  complied  Avith,  viz. : — 
London  and  North  Western  Railway  Bill ;  London  and  North  Western 
Railway  (Wales)  Bill.     Ordered,  that  the  Bills  be  read  a  second  time 

Aberdeen  Corporation  Tramways  Bill;   Newcastle-upon-Tyne  Electric 

Supply  Bill ;  Read  a  second  time  and  committed. 

Huntingdon  Corporation  Bill  [by  Onler]— Second  Reading  deferred  till 
Tuesday  next. 

Knott  End  Bailway  Bill  [by  Order] — Second  Reading  deferred  till  Tuesday, 
20th  March. 

Ossett  Qas  Bill  [by  Order] — Read  a  second  time,  and  committed. 

South  Eastern  Metropolitan  Tramways  Bill  [by  Order]— Second  Reading 

deferred  till  Monday  next. 

Wellingborough  and  District  Tramroads   Bill   [by  Onler]-  Read  a 

second  time,  and  committed. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  an  Instruction  to  the  Committee  on  the  Welling- 
borough and  District  Tramroads  Bill  to  inquire  whether  it  is  desirable 
that  Clause  44  of  the  Bill  (Cheap  fares  for  the  labouring  classes)  should 
be  amended  in  respect  of  tne  hours  at  which  the  cars  should  be  run,  the 
number  of  cars  to  be  provided,  and  the  maximum  and  the  minimum  fares 
to  be  charged.— (^r.  Lough.) 

Taunton  Corporation  Bill— Motion  made  and  Question  proposed,  ''  That  it 
be  an  Instruction  to  the  Committee  on  the  Taunton  Corporation  Bill  to 
provide  in  Part  III.  of  the  Bill  that  the  powers  of  the  Corporation  and 
their  officers  to  inspect  cows  and  dairies  outside  the  borough  be  not 
exercised  without  the  previous  order  of  two  Justices  sitting  in  Petty 
Sessions  and  having  jurisdiction  in  the  district  wherein  the  dairy  is  situate, 
and  that  such  order  be  not  made  unless  the  said  Justices  are  satisfied  that 
the  local  authority  of  the  said  district  has  not  already  dealt  with  the  case." 
{Mr,  Strachey.) 


Discussion  : — 

Sir  A.  AcUmd'Hooil  (Somer' 
setshire,  Wellington) 

Mr,  Chaining  {Northampton' 
shifCy  E,) 

Mr,  Jeffreys  {Hampshire j  N) 

Mr  McKenna  {MoniiwiUh- 
nhirey  N) 

Mr.  Hobhmise  {Somersetshire, 
E) 

CoL  fFelby  {Taunton) 

2Tie  President  of  the  Local 
Oovemmeni  Board  Mr, 
Chaplin  {Sleaford) 

Question  put. 


177 

178 
179 

179 

179 
180 


180 


Lord  Ediiwnd  FUzmaurice  {IVilt- 
shire,  Cricklade) 

Sir  Walter  Foster  {Derbyshire, 
Ilkeston) 

Mr,  James  Lowtlwr  {Kent,  lluinet) 

Tlw  Secretary  to  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  {Mr.  T,  JV,  Vaissell, 
Tyrone^  S,)    ... 


Page 


174 


181 

18l> 
182 


183 


The  House  divided  :— Ayes,  109 ;  Noes,  172.     (Division  List  No.  58; 
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Lancaster  Corporation  Bill  (By  Order) — Motion  Made  and  Question  pro- 
posed, "  That  it  be  an  Instruction  to  the  Committee  on  the  Lancaster 
Corporation  Bill  to  leave  out  Clauses  90  and  91  (Provisions  as  to  tithe  in 
the  township  of  Lancaster)." — {Mr.  Carvell  Williams.) 

Mr.  Perks  (Lincolmliire^Louth)    188         Mr.  J.  W.  Lowther  {Cumberland^ 

Penrith)  ...         ...         ...   189 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

South  Metropolitan  Gas  Bill  (By  Order)— Motion  made  and  Question  pro- 
posed, "  That  it  be  an  Instruction  to  the  Committee  on  the  South  Metro- 
politan Gas  Bill  to  insert  such  Clauses  in  the  Bill  as  may  be  required  to 
give  effect  to  recommendations  1  and  2  of  the  Select  Committee  on  Metro- 
politan Gas  Companies,  as  follows :— -(1)  That  the  standard  price  shall  be 
reduced  to  3s.  3d.  to  carry  the  standard  dividend  of  10  per  cent.,  and 
that  the  existing  scale  of  increase  and  decrease  for  dividend  of  \  per  cent, 
for  every  penny  of  increase  or  decrease  of  price  below  or  above  38.  3d. 
be  maintained,  and  that  a  secondary  or  additional  scale  be  imposed  which 
should  permit  of  an  increase  or  decrease  of  dividend  over  and  above  that 
regulated  by  the  present  scale  of  \  per  cent,  for  every  complete  3d.  of 
decrease  or  increase  below  or  above  the  standard  price  of  3s.  3a.  (2)  That 
the  area  south  of  the  River  Thames,  at  present  part  of  the  district  of  the 
Gas  Light  and  Coke  Company,  should  be  transferred  from  the  Gas  Light 
and  Coke  Company  to  the  South  Metropolitan  Gas  Company  at  a  fair  and 
reasonable  price." — {Mr.  Lough). 

Mr.  Marks  {Tower  Hamlets,  SL  Georges) ...         ...         ...         ...         ...     191 

Amendment  proposed — 

By  inserting  after  the  word  '  Committee,'  in  line  2,  the  words  *  to  consider  whether 
it  is  desirable.' " — {Sir  James  Rankin.) 

Question  proposed,  **  That  those  words  be  there  inserted.'* 

Discussion  : — 

Thf.   President  of   the  Board  of  Mr.  Lough  {Islingtony  W.)        196 

Trade  {Mr.  Ritchie,  Croydon)        195 

Question  put  and  agreed  to. 

Amendment  made — 

"  To  insert  after  the  word  *  Committee,*  in  line  2,  the  words  *  to  consider  whether  it 
is  desirable.' " — {Sir  Jaines  Rankin.) 

Main  Question,  as  amended,  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Onlered,  That  it  be  an  instruction  to  the  Committee  on  the  South 
Metropolitan  Gas  Bill  to  consider  whether  it  is  desirable  to  insert  such 
Clauses  in  the  Bill  as  may  be  required  to  give  effect  to  Recommendations 
1  and  2  of  the  Select  Committee  on  Metropolitan  Gas  Companies  as 
follows : — (1)  That  the  standard  price  should  be  reduced  to  38.  3d.  to 
carry  the  standard  dividend  of  10  per  cent.,  and  that  the  existing  scale  of 
increase  and  decrease  for  dividend  of  \  per  cent,  for  every  penny  of  increase 
or  decrease  of  price  below  or  above  3s.  3d.  be  maintained  and  that  a  second- 
ary or  additional  scale  be  imposed  which  should  permit  of  an  increase  or 
decrease  of  dividend  over  and  above  that  regulated  by  the  present  scale  of 
i  per  cent,  for  every  complete  3d.  of  decrease  or  increase  below  or  above 
the  standard  price  of  3s.  3d.  (2)  That  the  area  south  of  the  river  Thames, 
at  present  part  of  the  district  of  the  Gas  Light  and  Coke  Company,  should 
be  transferred  from  the  (J  as  Light  and  Coke  Company  to  the  South 
Metropolitan  Gas  Company  at  a  fair  and  reasonable  price ...  ...         ...     197 
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Professional  Accountants  Bill — *'  To  provide  for  the  better  organisation  of 
Professional  Accountants,"  presented,  and  read  the  first  time  ;  to  be  read  a 
second  time  upon  Wednesday,  May  2nd,  and  to  be  printed.     [Bill  112]  ...    '222 
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Thomas  Gibson-Carmichael,  Mr.  Gordon,  Sir  John  Stirling-Maxwell,  Mr. 
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WAYS  AND  MEANS— Considered  in  Committee. 

[Mr.  J.  W.  Lowther  (Cumberland,  Penrith)  in  the  Chair.] 

War  Loan. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 

'•  (J )  That  towards  making  good  the  supply  granted  to  Her  Majesty  for 
the  service  of  the  years  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March,  1900,  and  the 
3 1st  day  of  March,  1901,  sums  not  exceeding  £35,000,000  be  raised  by 
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either  or  both  of  the  following  methods : — (a)  By  means  of  the  creation  of 
stock  or  bonds  to  be  redeemed  within  a  period  not  exceeding  ten  years, 
and  bearing  interest  at  a  rate  to  be  fixed  by  the  Treasury ;  or  (5)  By 
means  of  the,  issue  of  Treasury  Bills ;  and  that  the  principal  and  the  interest 
on  the  reoney  so  raised  be  charged  on  the  Consolidated  Fund. 

(2)  That  all  expenses  incurred  in  connection  with  raising  the  said  sums, 
including  any  additional  remuneration  to  the  Banks  of  England  and 
Ireland,  be  charged  on  the  Consolidated  Fund." — {Mr,  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer.) 

Discussion  : — 

Sir  William  Harcauii  {Mon-  Mr,  FaUhfull  Begg  {Glasgow^  St. 

inmdhshirey  JV.) 223            Rollox)          243 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Ex-                 Mr.  T.  M.  Healy  {Louth,  N.)  ...  245 

cJieqiwr    (Sir    M.    Hich-  Mr.  Marks  {Tower  Hamlets,  St. 

Beach,  Bristol,  W.)       ..*  234             George's)        248 

Mr.    James    Lowther   {Keni,                Mr.  William  Redmond  {dure,  E.)  249 

Isle  of  Thanef) 239         Mr.  Gibson  Bowles  {Lynn  Begvi)  252 

Sir  Samuel  Montagu  {Tmrei-                  Mr.  Jonathan  SamuH  (Stockton)  253 

HamUis,  ffliiferhapel)  ...  241 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided : — Ayes,  161 ;  Noes,  26.     (Division  List  No.  59.) 


Income  Tax. 


2.  Resolved,  that  income  tax  shall  be  charged  for  the  year  beginning 
the  6th  day  of  April,  1900,  at  the  rate  of  one  shilling. — (Mr.  Chincellor 
of  the  Excheqtier.) 


Brokers'  Contract  Notes. 

3.  Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  there  shall  be  charged 
upon  a  note  sent  by  any  person  carrying  on  the  business  of  a  broker  to 
his  principal  advising  him  of  the  sale  or  purchase  of  any  goods,  wares,  or 
merchandise,  the  stamp  duty  following  (that  is  to  say)  : 

If  the  goods,  wares  or  merchandise  are — 

Of  the  value  of  five  pounds  and  under  the  value 
of  one  hundred  pounds  ...         ...         ...         ...  one  penny. 

Of  the  value  of  one  hundred  pounds  or  upwards  . . .  one  shilling." 
— {Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.) 

Sir  M.  Hicks-Beach  ...     225        Mr.   T.   F.  O'Connor  {Liverpool, 

Scotland)        256 

Question  put,  0^4  agreed  to 
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Estate  Duty. 

4.  Resolved,  that  in  the  case  of  a  person  dying  after  the  31st  day 
March,  1900,  property,  real  or  personal,  in  which  that  person  or  any 
other  person  had  an  interest  limited  to  cease  on  the  death  of  the  deceased 
shall,  for  the  purpose  of  the  Finance  Act,  1894,  and  the  Acts  amending 
that  Act,  })e  deemed  to  pass  on  the  death  of  the  deceased  notwithstanding 
that  such  interest  has  been  surrendered,  assured,  or  otherwise  disix)sed  of 
during  the  lifetime  of  the  deceased,  notwithstanding  that  such  interest  has 
been  surrendered,  assured,  or  otherwise  disposed  of  during  the  lifetime  of 
the  deceased  whether  for  value  or  not  to  or  for  the  benefit  of  the  remainder- 
man or  reversioner,  except  where  the  surrender,  assurance,  or  disposition 
was  bmui  fide  made  twelve  months  before  the  death  of  the  deceased,  and 
Ixnui  fide  possession  and  enjoyment  of  the  property  was  assumed  there- 
under by  that  remainderman  or  reversioner  immediately  upon  the 
surrender,  assurance,  or  disposition,  and  thenceforward  retained  to  the 
entire  exclusion  of  the  person  making  the  same,  and  of  any  benefit  to  him 
by  contract  or  otherwise. — {Mr,  Chancellor  of  the  Excheqiier,) 

« 

Finance  Act,  1894  (Modification  of  Exclusions.) 

5.  Resolved,  that  the  exclusion  of  property  from  aggregation  under 
section  four  of  the  Finance  Act,  1894,  shall  cease  to  take  effect  except  as 
regards  property  in  which  the  deceased  never  had  an  interest,  but  that  a 
limited  abatement  or  return  of  the  duty  may  be  allowed  in  certain  cases 
in  the  event  of  the  aggregation  with  any  other  property  of  property 
which  passes  on  the  death  of  the  deceased  under  a  disposition  made  by 
a  person  (other  than  the  deceased)  who  died  before  the  expiration  of 
the  first  day  of  August,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  ninety-four. — 
(Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,) 

Finance  Act,  1896  (Repeal  of  Exclusions). 

6.  Resolved,  that  for  the  purpose  of  the  rate  and  the  amount  of  estate 
duty  or  settlement  estate  duty,  the  exclusion  under  section  seventeen  of 
the  Finance  Act,  1896,  of  any  fraction  from  the  principal  value  of  the 
estate  shall  cease. — {Mr,  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,) 

Resolutions  to  be  reported  To-morrow ;  Cwnmittee  to  sit  again  To  morrow. 

Ways  and  Means  [5th  March]  Report. — Resolutions  reported  :— 

Tea. 

1.  "That,  in  lieu  of  the  duty  of  customs  now  payable  on  tea,  there 
shall  be  charged,  levied,  and  paid  on  and  after  the  sixth  day  of  March, 
nineteen  hundred,  and  until  the  first  day  of  August,  nineteen  hundred 
and  one,  the  following  duty  (that  is  to  say) : — 

Tea per  pound     £0     Os.     6d." 

Resolution  read  the  first  and  second  time. 

Motion  made  and  Question  proposed  : — **  That  the  House  doth  agree 
with  the  Committee  in  the  said  Resolution." — {Mr,  Chancell^n-  of  the  Exchequer,) 

Mr,  John  Redmond  {fFater-  Sir  M.  Hicks-Beach       25 tJ 

ford)       ...         ...         ...     258 


Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 
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Tobacco. 

2.  "  That  in  addition  to  the  duties  of  customs  now  payable  on  tobacco 
imported  into  Great  Britain  or  Ireland,  there  shall,  on  and  after  the  sixth 
day  of  March,  nineteen  hundred,  and  until  the  first  day  of  August, 
nineteen  hundred  and  one,  be  charged,  levied,  and  paid  the  following 
duties  (that  is  to  say) : — 

£    s.    d. 
Tobacco,  maiuifactured,  viz. : — 

Cigars  the  pound     0     0     6 

Cavendish  or  negrohead      ...         ...         ...     the  pound     0     0     6 

Cavendish    or   negrohead,  manufactured  iu).,  ^     ^     ^     ^ 

bonH  I  " 

Kw\^mu\J^  •••  •••  •••  ■••  *   •  m     f 

Other  manufactured  tobacco  ...         ...     the  pound     005 

Snuff  containing  more  than  thirteen  poundsl 

of  moisture  in  every  one  hundred  pounds  -  the  pound     0     0     5 
weight  thereof       ....      ...         ...         . . . ) 

Snuff   not  containing    more  than  thirteen] 

pounds  of  moisture  in  every  one  hundred  \  the  pound     0    0     6 
pounds  weight  thereof      ...  J 

Tobacco,  unmanufactured,  viz.  : — 

Containing  ten  pounds  or  more  of  moisturej  ^j,,,^^    0    ^    , 
m  every  hundred  pounds  weight  thereof    j         * 

Containing  less  than  ten  pounds  of  moisture  j 

in  every    one   hundred    pounds    weight  \  the  pound     0     0     4.* 
vnereoi        •.*         ...         ...         •••         ***/ 

SpfRiTs. — Excise. 

3.  "  That  in  addition  to  the  duty  of  excise  now  payable  for  every 
gallon  computed  at  proof  of  spirits  distilled  in  the  United  Kingdom  there 
shall,  on  and  after  the  sixth  day  of  March,  nineteen  himdred,  until  the 
first  day  of  August,  nineteen  hundred  and  one,  be  charged,  levied,  and 
paid  the  following  duty  (that  is  to  say) : — 

£    s.    d. 
For  every  gallon  of  spirits  computed  at  proof  and  so  in 

proportion  for  any  less  quantity  "  -   . . .         0    0    6. 

Spirits. — Customs. 

4.  "  That,  in  addition  to  the  duties  of  customs  now  payable  on  spirits 
imported  into  Great  Britain  or  Ireland,  there  shall,  on  and  after  the  sixth 
day  of  March,  nineteen  hurdred,  and  until  the  first  day  of  August, 
nineteen  hundred  and  one,  be  charged,  levied,  and  paid  the  duties  following 
(that  is  to  say)  : — 

£    s.    d. 
For  every  gallon  of  spirits  computed  at  proof,  of  spirits 
of  any  description,  except  perfumed  spirits 0    0    6 

For  every  gallon  of  perfumed  spirits      0    0  10 

For  every  gallon  of  liqueurs,  cordials,  mixtures,  and 
other  preparations  entered  in  such  a  manner  as  to 
indicate  that  the  strength  is  not  to  be  tested  ...     0    0    8 
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And  the  duties  of  customs  on  the  articles  hereafter  mentioned,  being 
articles  in  which  spirit  is  contained  or  in  the  manufacture  of  which  spirit 
is  used,  shall  be  proportionately  increased,  and  shall  be  as  follows  : — 


X    s.    d. 

Chloral  hydrate     ... 

•••                  ■••                  •••                  ■ 

. .     the  lb. 

0     1     4 

Chloroform 

•■•                   ••«                  •••                   • 

. .     the  lb. 

0     3     3 

Collodion    ... 

the  gal. 

1     6     3 

Ether  acetic 

the  lb. 

0     1  11 

Ether  butyric 

. . .     the  gal. 

0  16     5 

Ether  sulphuric 

. . .     the  gal. 

1     7     5 

Ethyl,  iodide  of 

. . .     the  gal. 

0  14     3 

Ethyl  bromide  * 

. . .     the  lb. 

0     1     1 

Ethyl  chloride 

Beer.— Excise. 

. , .     the  gal. 

0  16    5." 

5.  "  That  in  addition  to  the  duty  of  excise  now  payable  in  respect  of 
beer  brewed  in  the  United  Kingdom  there  shall,  on  and  after  the  sixth  day 
of  March,  nineteen  hundred,  and  until  the  first  day  of  August,  nineteen 
hundred  and  one,  be  charged,  levied,  and  paid  the  following  duties  (that 
is  to  say)  : — 

£   8.    d. 
For  every  thirty-six  gallons  of  worts  of  a  specific  gravity 

of  one  thousand  and  fifty-five  degrees  the  duty  of    , . .     0     1     0 

and  so  on  in  proportion  for  any  difference  in  quantity  and  gravity. 


Beer. — Customs. 

6.  "  That  in  addition  to  the  duties  of  customs  now  payable  on  beer 
imported  into  Great  Britain  or  Ireland  there  shall,  on  and  after  the  sixth 
day  of  March,  nineteen  hundred,  and  until  the  first  day  of  August, 
nineteen  hundred  and  one,  be  charged,  levied,  and  paid  the  following 
duties  (that  is  to  say) : — 

In  the  case  of  beer  called  or  similar  to  mum,  spruce,  black  beer,  or 
Berlin  white  beer  or  other  preparations  whether  fermented  or  not 
fermented  of  a  similar  character — 

For  every  thirty-six  gallons  where  the  worts  thereof  are  or    X    s.    d. 
were  before  fermentation  of  a  specific  gravity — 

Not  exceeding  one  thousand  two  hundred  and  fifteen 
degrees,  a  duty  of 

Exceeding  one  thousand  two  hundred  and  fifteen 
degrees,  a  duty  of        

In  the  case  of  every  description  of   beer  other  than  that 
above  specified — 

For  every  thirty-six  gallons  where  the  worts  thereof 
were  before  fermentation  of  a  specific  gravity  of  one 
thousand  and  fifty-five  degrees,  a  duty  of      

and  so  in  proportion  for  any  difference  in  gravity." 


0    4    0 


0     4     8 


0     1     0 
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Amendment  of  liAw. 

7.  "That  it  is  expedient  to  prolong  the  term  of  certain  annuities,  and 
amend  the  law  relating  to  the  National  Debt,  the  Customs,  and  the 
Inland  Revenue." 

Resolutions  agreed  to. 

Bill  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  James  William  Lowther,  Mr. 
Chancellor  of  the  Kxchequer,  and  Mr.  Hanbury. 

SUPPLY  (2nd  MARCH)^JlEPOPiT. 
Resolutions  reported  : — 

Navy  Estimates,  1900-li^Ol. 

1.  "That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £5,527,000,  be  granted  to  Her  Majesty 
to  defray  the  expense  of  wages,  etc.,  to  officers,  seamen,  and  lx)ys,  coast- 
guard, and  Royal  Marines,  which  will  come  in  course  of  payment  during 
the  year  ending  on  the  3l8t  day  of  March,  1901." 

2.  "  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £845,800,  be  granted  to  Her  Majesty 
to  defray  the  expenses  of  works,  buildings,  and  repairs,  at  home  and 
abroad  including  the  cost  of  superintendence,  purchase  of  sites,  grants  in 
aid,  and  other  charges  connected  therewith,  which  will  come  in  course  of 
payment  during  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March,  1901." 

Civil  Service  (Supplementary  Ksttmates),  1899-1900. 

Class  V. 

3.  "  That  a  supplementary  sura,  not  exceeding  £162,500,  be  granted  to 
Her  Majesty,  to  defray  the  charge  which  will  come  in  course  of  payment 
during  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March,  1900,  for  grants  in  aid 
of  the  expenses  of  the  Bntish  Protectorates  in  Uganda  and  in  Central 
and  East  Africa." 

4.  "  That  a  supplementary  sum,  not  exceeding  £58,905,  be  granted 
to  Her  Majesty,  to  defray  the  charge  which  will  come  in  course 
of  payment  during  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March,  1900,  for 
sundry  colonial  services,  including  certain  grants  in  aid." 

5.  "  That  a  supplementary  sum,  not  exceeding  £10,000,  be  granted  to 
Her  Majesty  to  defray  the  charge  which  will  come  in  course  of  payment 
diuing  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March,  1900,  for  the  subsidies 
to  certain  telegraph  companies." 

6.  "  That  a  sum  not  exceeding  £2,847,  be  granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to 
defray  the  charge  which  will  come  in  course  of  payment  during  the  year 
ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March,  1900,  to  make  good  the  net  loss  on 
transactions  connected  with  the  raising  of  money  for  the  various  treasury 
chests  abroad  in  the  year  1898-9." 

Class  VI. 

7.  "  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £60,686,  be  granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to 
defray  the  charge  which  will  come  in  course  of  payment  during  the  year 
ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March,  1900,  to  make  good  the  sum  by  which 
the  interest  accrued  in   the  year  ende<l    20th   Noveraljcr,   1899,   from 
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securities  held  by  the  Ncational  Debt  Commissioners  on  account  of  *  The 
Fund  for  the  Banks  for  Savings '  and  *  The  Fund  for  Friendly  Societies  ' 
was  insufficient  to  meet  the  interest  which  the  said  Commissioners 
are  obliged  by  statute  to  pay  and  credit  to  trustees  of  savings  banks  and  to 
friendly  societies  ;  and  also  the  sum  by  which  the  interest  accrued  in  the 
year  ended  31st  December,  1899,  from  securities  held  by  the  National 
Debt  Commissioners  on  account  of  *  The  Post  Office  Savings  Bank  Fund,' 
was  insufficient  to  meet  the  interest  which  the  said  Commissioners  are 
obliged  by  statute  to  pay  and  credit  to  depositors  and  the  expenses 
incurred  during  that  year  in  the  execution  of  the  Acts  relating  thereto." 

Class  VH 

8.  "  That  a  supplementary  sum,  not  exceeding  £500,  be  granted  to  Her 
Majesty  to  defray  the  charge  which  will  come  in  course  of  payment 
during  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March,  1900,  for  the  salaries 
and  other  expenses  of  temporary  commissions,  committees,  and  special 
inquiries." 

9.  "  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £23.327,  be  granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to 
defray  the  charge  which  will  come  in  course  of  payment  during  the  year 
ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March,  1900,  for  making  good  certain  sums 
written  off  from  the  assets  of  the  Local  Loans  Fund." 

Class  HI. 

10.  "  That  a  supplementary  sum,  not  exceeding  £1,440,  l)c  granted  to 
Her  Majesty,  to  defray  the  charge  which  will  come  in  course  of  payment 
during  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March,  1900,  for  the  salaries 
and  expenses  of  the  Prison  Commissioners  for  Scotland  and  of  the  prisons 
under  their  control." 

Class  IV. 

11.  "  That  a  supplementaiy  sura,  not  exceeding  £3,000,  be  granted  to 
Her  Majesty,  to  defray  the  charge  which  will  come  in  course  of  payment 
during  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March,  1900,  for  the  Depart- 
ment of  Science  and  Art  in  respect  of  Science  Schools." 

Resolutions  agreed  to. 

Shops  Bill  [Second  Heading] — Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 

Motion  made  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  this  Bill  be  now  read  a 
second  time." 

Whereupon  Motion  made  and  Question  put,  **  That  this  House  do  now 
adjourn."     (/yi/v/  Hugh  Cecil.) 

The  House  divided — Ayes,  110  ;  Noes,  01.     [Division  Tiist  No.  00. J 

Adjourned  accordingly  at  half  after  Eight  of  the  clock. 
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"  To  leave  out  the  word  '  now,'  and  at  the  end  of  the  Question  to  add  the 
words  *  upon  this  day  six  months.'  '* — {Sir  Alfred  Hickman.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  word  *now '  stand  part  of  the  Question." 
Discussion  : — 
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Mr.  Bryce  {Aberdeen,  S.) 

Mr.     Fenwick    (Northumberland ^ 

Wambeck) 
Sir    John     Brunnn     {Cheshire, 

Northwich)     ... 
Col.  Lockwood  {Essex,  Epping) . . . 
Mr,  Banbury  {Camberwell,  Peck- 

flxl/Tlli   •••  •••  •••  ••• 


Mr.  Jonuthun  Samuel  {Stock- 
ton)       ...         ...         ...     290 

Sir  rTilliam  Houldsworth 
{Manchester,  N.  JV.)       ...     293 

Mr.  Provand  {Glnsgow, 
Bla/ikfriars)       ...         ...     295 

Mr.  Benshaw  {Renfrew,  W.)     296 

Mr.  John  Burns  {Batteisea)     298 

The  Secretary  of  State  for  th^ 
Home  Dept.  {Sir  M.  JVhUe 
Ridley,  Lanes.,  Blackpool)     301 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Outdoor  Relief  (Friendly  Societies)  Bill— [Second  Reading]— Order  for 

Second  Reading  read,  and  discharged.     Bill  withdrawn     ... 

Old  Age  Pensions  Bill — Order  for  the  Second  Reading  read. 

Motion  made  and  Question  proposed — "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a 
second  time." — {Sir  J.  Fortescue  Flanneinj.) 

Discussion  :— 

Mr.  Flmver  {Bradford,    W.)     319 

Mr.  Cripps  {Glmicestnshire, 
Strmid) 320 

Sir  IVaUer  Foster  {Derby- 
shire, Ilkeston)  ...         ...     323 

The  Secretary  to  the  Local 
Government  Board  {Mr.  T. 
JF.  Rmsell,  Tpone,  S.)...     325 

It  being  half-past  Five  of  the  clock,  the  Debate  stood  adjourned. 

Debate  to  be  resumed  upon  Tuesday  next. 

WAYS  AND  MEANS— [6th  March]— Resolutions  reported  :— 

War  Loan. 

1.  "  (1)  That,  towards  making  good  the  supply  granted  to  Her  Majesty 
for  the  service  of  the  years  ending  on  the  thirty-first  day  of  Alarch 
nineteen  hundred  and  the  thirty-first  day  of  March  nineteen  hundred  and 
one,  sums,  not  exceeding  thirty -five  million  pound.s,  be  raised  hy  either  or 
both  of  the  following  methods  : — (a)  By  means  of  the  creation  of  stock  or 
bonds  to  be  redeemed  within  a  period  not  exceeding  ten  years,  and 
bearing  interest  at  a  rate  to  be  fixed  hy  the  Treasury  ;  or  (b)  By  means 
of  the  issue  of  Treasury  Bills  ;  and  that  the  principal  and  the  interest  on 
any  money  so  raised  be  charged  on  the  Consolidated  Fund ;  (2)  That  all 
expenses  incurred  in  connection  with  raising  the  said  sums,  including  any 
additional  remuneration  to  the  Banks  of  England  and  Ireland,  be  charged 
on  the  Consolidated  Fund ." 


Mr.   Stemlman  {Tower  Hamlets, 

Stepney) 
Tlie  President  of  the  Local  Goveiii- 

ment     Board     {Mr.    Chnplin, 

Lincolnshire,  Sleaford) 
Mr.       Banbury       {Cambenvell, 

Peckham) 
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Income  Tax. 

2.  "  That  Income  Tax  shall  be  charged  for  the  year  beginning  the  sixth 
day  of  April  nineteen  hundred  at  the  rate  of  one  shilling. 

Brokers'  Contract  Notes. 

3.  "  That  there  shall  be  charged  upon  a  note  sent  by  any  person 
carrying  on  the  business  of  a  broker  to  his  principal  advising  him  of  the 
sale  or  purchase  of  any  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  the  stamp  duty 
following  (that  is  to  say) :    -If  the  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise  are — 

Of  the  value  of  five  pounds  and  under  the  value  of  one  hundred 
pounds  ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...     one  penny. 

Of  the  value  of  one  hundred  pounds  or  upwards  ...     one  shilling." 

Estate  Duty. 

4.  "  That  in  the  case  of  a  person  dying  after  the  thirty-first  day  of 
March,  nineteen  hundred,  property  real  or  personal  in  which  that  person 
or  any  other  person  had  an  interest  limited  to  cease  on  the  death  of  the 
deceased  shall,  for  the  purpose  of  the  Finance  Act,  1894,  and  the  Acts 
amending  that  Act,  be  deemed  to  pass  on  the  death  of  the  deceased 
notwithstanding  that  such  interest  has  been  surrendered,  assured,  or  other- ^ 
wise  disposed  of  during  the  lifetime  of  the  deceased,  whether  for  value  or 
not  to  or  for  the  benefit  of  the  remainderman  or  reversioner,  except  where 
the  siurender,  a.ssurance,  or  disposition  was  bona  fide  made  twelve  months 
before  the  death  of  the  deceased,  and  bon^  fide  possession  and  enjoyment 
of  the  property  was  assumed  thereunder  by  that  remainderman  or  rever- 
sioner immediately  upon  the  surrender,  assurance,  or  disposition,  and 
thenceforward  retained  to  the  entire  exclusion  of  the  person  making  the 
same,  and  of  any  benefit  to  him  by  contract  or  otherwise." 

Finance  Act,  1894  (Modifications  of  Exclusions;. 

5.  "  That  the  exclusions  of  property  from  aggregation  under  section  four 
of  the  Finance  Act,  1894,  shall  cease  to  take  effect  except  as  regards 
property  in  which  the  deceased  never  had  an  interest,  but  that  a  limited 
abatement  or  return  of  the  duty  may  be  allowed  in  certain  cases  in  the 
event  of  the  aggregation  with  any  other  property  of  property  which  passes 
on  the  death  of  deceased  under  a  disposition  made  by  a  person  (other  than 
the  deceased)  who  died  before  the  expiration  of  the  first  day  of  August, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  ninety-four. " 

Finance  Act,  1896  (Repeal  of  Exclusions). 

6.  "  That  for  the  purpose  of  the  rate  and  the  amount  of  estate  duty  or 
settlement  estate  duty,  tne  exclusion  under  section  seventeen  of  the  Finance 
Act,  1896,  of  any  fraction  from  the  principal  value  of  the  estate  shall  cease." 

Resolutions  read  a  second  time. 

Fii-st  Resolution  agreed  to. 
3/r.  T,  M.  Healy  {Lmth,  X.) 330 

Bill  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  James  William  Lowther, 
Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  and  Mr.  Hanbury. 
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command),  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table  ...         ...         ...         ...         ...     336 

Greenwich  Hospital  and  Travers'  Foundation  (Capital  and  Income 
Accounts,  1898-99) — Accounts  of  the  receipt  and  expenditure  of  the 
capital  and  of  the  income  derived  from  the  lands  and  other  property  held 
for  the  benefit  of  Greenwich  Hospital  and  the  foundation  of  Samuel 
Travers,  Esquire,  for  the  year  ended  3l8t  March,  1899  ;  together  with  the 
Report  of  the  Comptroller  and  Auditor  General  thereon    ...         ...         ...     336 

Superannuation — Treasury  Minute,  dated  22nd  February,  1900,  declaring 
that  Mr.  Roger  Faning  Sleigh,  sub-postmaster,  Morley,  Leeds,  under  the 
General  Post  Office  Department,  w^as  appointed  Avithout  a  civil  service 
certificate  through  inadvertence  on  the  part  of  the  head  of  his  department. 
Laid  before  the  House  (pursuant  to  Act),  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table     336 

Universities  (Scotland)  Act,  1889  (Seciion  21)— Ordinance  No.  1  of  the 
University  Court  of  the  University  of  Edinburgh  providing  for  the  separa- 
tion of  the  teaching  of  medical  jurispnidence  of  forensic  medicine  and 
public  health  in  the  University  of  Edinburgh ;  laid  before  the  House 
(pursuant  to  Act),  and  to  be  printed.     (No.  20.)     ...         ...         ...         ...     336 

Sir  John   Soane's  Museum— Statement  of  the  funds,  5th  January,  1900; 

Delivered  (pursuant  to  Act),  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table        ...         ...     337 


PETITION. 

Census — Petition  that  a  statement  may  be  nuule  in  the  next  census  of  the 
religious  denominations  to  which  those  enumerated  belong;  of  the  General 
Assembly  of  the  Church  of  Scotland  ;  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  upon  the  Table     337 
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PUBLIC  BUSLVESS, 

Lunacy  Bill  [h.l.] — Read  third  time  (according  to  order) ;  Amendment  made  ; 

Bill  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Commons  ...         ...         ...         ...         ...     337 

South  African  Republic  and  Orange  Free  State— State  and  Private 
Railways  —Moved,  "  That  an  humble  address  be  presented  to  Her  Majesty 
for  a  Return  with  reference  to  each  of  the  railways  in  the  Orange  Free 
State  and  in  the  South  African  Republic  respectively,  showing  whether 
such  railways  belonging  to  the  State  or  to  private  companies ;  and  also 
giving  the  cost  or  capital  value  of  the  same." — (I'ke  Earl  of  Campet'down.) 

The  Under  Serrehiry  of  Stak  for  the  Colonies  {Tlie  Earl  of  Selbariie)       ...     341 
On  Question,  agreed  to. 

U.K.  Ambassador   at  Washington — Retention  of    Lord    Pauncefote 
Beyond  His  Period  of  Office- 
Discussion  : — 

Lord  Newton  ...         ...     342         The  Earl  of  Kindterley  ...         ...     344 

The  Prime  Minister  and 
Secretary  of  State  for 
Foreign  Affairs  (The  Mar- 
quess of  Salisbury)         . . .     343 

South  African  War— Clothing  vou  the  Troops— Question,  The  Earl  of 
Leven  and  Melville  ;  Answer,  The  Secretary  of  State  for  War  (The  Maiquess 
of  Lansdowne). ..         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...     344 

Boer  Prisoners — Place  of  Cistody — Question,  Lonl  Loch ;  Answer,  The 

Marquess  of  Lansdowne         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...     347 

Retired  Army  Officers  and  the  Militia — Question,  Viscount  Hardinge; 

Answer,  The  Marquess  of  Lansdowne  350 

House  adjourned  at  twenty-live  minutes  pa»t  Five  of  the  clock. 


C0>LM0NS:  THURSDAY,  8th  MARCH,  1900. 

PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS, 

Private  Bilus  (Standing  Order  62  complied  with)— Mr.  Speaker  laid 
upon  the  Table  Report  from  one  of  the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private 
Bills,  that,  in  the  case  of  the  following  Bill,  referred  on  the  First  Reading 
thereof,  Standing  Order  No.  62  has  been  complied  with,  namely  :  — Great 
Northern  Railway  (Ireland)  Bill.  Ordered,  That  the  Bill  be  read  a 
second  time      352 

Private  Bills  (Petition  for  Additional  Provision)  (Standing  Orders 
NOT  COMPLIED  WITH)— Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon  the  Table  Report  from 
one  of  the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  that,  in  the  case  of  the 
Petition  for  additional  Pronsion  in  the  following  Bill,  the  Standing  Orders 
have  not  been  complied  with,  namely : — London  and  South  Western  Railway 
Bill.  Ordered,  That  the  Report  l>e  referre<l  to  the  Select  Committee  on 
Standing  Orders  352 
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Dublin  Electric  Lighting  Bill — Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 

Questions  : — 

Mr.  JVilliiim  Redimjd{Clnre,  Mr,  Galhwai/  (Miuichester,  H.JF.)     ;5o2 

E.)         352        Mr.  T.  M.  Healy  {Louth,  N.)   ...     35:) 

Bill  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time  upon  Thursday,  22nd  Marc!i. 

Ohristchurch,  Bournemouth,  and  Winton  Tramways  Bill—*'  To  empower 

the  Poole  and  District  Electric  Traction  Company,  Limited,  to  construct 
Tramways  from  Christchurch  and  Winton  to  Bournemouth,  and  in 
Bournemouth  ;  and  for  other  purposes,"  read  the  first  time ;  and  referred 
to  the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills       35  5 

Gas  Light  and  Coke  Company  Bill  (by  Order)— Motion  made  and  Question 

proposed,  "  That  it  be  an  Instruction  to  the  Committee  to  insert  clauses 
in  the  Bill  to  carry  into  effect  the  recommendations  of  the  Select  Com- 
mittee on  Metropolitan  Gas  Companies  (1899)  as  follows  : — "  (1)  That  the 
standard  price  should  be  reduced  to  3s.  3d.  to  carry  the  standard  dividend 
of  10  per  cent.,  and  that  the  existing  scale  of  increase  and  decrease  for 
dividend  of  \  per  cent,  for  every  penny  of  decrease  or  increase  of  price 
below  or  above  3s.  3d.  he  maintained,  and  that  a  secondary  or  additional 
scale  be  imposed  which  should  permit  of  an  increase  or  decrease  of  dividend 
over  and  above  that  regulated  by  the  present  scale  of  1  per  cent,  for  every 
complete  3d.  of  decrease  or  increase  below  or  al)Ove  the  standard  price  of 
3s.  3d.  (2)  That  the  area  south  of  the  River  Thames,  at  present  part  of 
the  district  of  the  Gas  Light  and  Coke  Company,  should  be  transferred 
from  the  Gas  Light  and  Coke  Company  to  the  South  Metropolitan  (ras 
Company,  fair  and  reasonable  price  being  paid.  (3)  That  the  charge  made 
by  the  Gas  Light  and  Coke  Company  for  the  rents  of  automatic  meters 
and  stoves  shoiUd  be  the  same  to  consumers  north  and  south  of  the  Thames 
for  fittings  of  the  same  quality  and  capacity." — {Mr.  Lowjh.) 

Mr.  Marks  {Towir  Hamlets,  St.  Geonys)  355 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  line  2,  after  the  second  word  *  to,'  to  insert  the  wordn  *  in((airc  whether 
it  be  desirable  to  ' "— (67r  James  Rankin) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted/!^ 

Discussion  : — 

Mr. Baulnais  (Marykhone^ E.)  359        Mr.  Brynmor  Jones  {Snntisea  Dis- 

Mr.     Pickersgill      {Bethml                      trict) 361 

Grien,  S.  W.)     359         Mr.  Hohen  {hlinrfim},  E.)          ...  361 

The  President  of  the  Board                  Mr.Lowles{S]wreditch,llatitjersion)  362 

of    Trade    {Mr.   Ritchie,                  Mr.  Loufjh  {Islington,  W.)        ...  362 

Croydon)  ...         ...  360 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Main  Question,  as  amended,  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Mr,  PickersgiU ...         ...         ...  •••         •••         •••         •••         •••     3^- 


TABLE  OF  CONTENTS.  xliii 

Marrh  8.]  Page 

Police  and  Sanitary  ReffUlatioiU  Bill— .Motion  made  and  Question  pro- 
posed, "That  the  Committee  of  Selection  do  appoint  a  Committee, 
not  exceeding  nine  members,  to  whom  shall  l>e  committed  all  private 
Bills  promoted  by  municipal  and  other  local  authorities,  by  whicD  it  is 
proposed  to  create  powers  relating  to  police  and  sanitary  regulations  which 
deviate  from,  or  are  in  extenijiori  of,  or  repugnant  to,  the  general  law  ; 
that  the  Committee  have  power  to  send  for  persons,  papers,  and  records ; 
that  three  be  the  quorum  of  the  Committee."-— (jTAe  i'n<ler  Hecretari/  of 
SlitfefoT  the  Home  Dt-jMiitntfitt.) 

DiSCL'SHlON  ;  - 

Mr.  Jaiiies  Lmdher   (Kent,  Sir  F.  S.  I'owf.U  {iyigan)          ...     364 

Thand) ...  363         Mr.      Slnuliey       {Somersdikirc, 

Tlu  Undei- SecreUiryof  Sink  S.)     364 

for  the  Hoitie  VtpdrtmetU  Mr.  Bahey  {Hertfordshire,  Jf'al- 

{Mr.  Jesse  Cmmj*,    tir-  fiml) 364 

witufluim,  hordesleg)      ...  364 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  the  Comniittco  have  power  to  send  for  persons,  papers, 
and  records. 

Ordered,  That  three  be  the  quorum  of  the  Committee. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  it  be  an  Instruction  to  the 
Committee  not  to  insert  in  any  Bill  referred  to  them  any  provision  which 
is  already  iti  force  in  the  district  to  which  the  Bill  applies  under  any 
public  Act,  or  which  might  be  put  in  force  l>y  adopting  the  provisions  of 
any  adoptive  Act." — (The  Under  Seeretanj  af  Siutefor  Die  Horn':  De[>artnienl.) 
Mr.  Strachey 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposes 
Comnuttoe  in  their  Keport,  under  Stai 
their  reasons  for  granting  any  powers 
excess  of  the  general  law,"—  {Tlie  Ui 
fJeparlmeiU.) 

Sir  F.  S.  I'mell 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Question  proposetl,  "  That  in  the 
Committee,  three  clear  days  shall  iiih 
Report  of  the  Committee  is  circulated  ' 
of  the  Bill." 

Qnostiun  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Or<liii-ed,  That  lu  the  case  of  Bills  r 
clear  days   shall  intervene    lietween 
Committee  is  circulated  with  the  Votes 
{Mr.  Jesse  Cullin^a.) 

PETIT. 

fiX'I.ESIASTICAL  ASSESSMENTS  (SCOTLAND) 
to  lie  upon  the  Table 

Minks  (EMiHT  Hours)  Bill— Petitions  in  fs 
and  Smithy  Wood ;  to  lie  upon  the  Ta 
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Sale  of  Intoxicating  Liquors  on  Sunday  Bill — Petitioa  from  Great 

Yarmouth,  in  favour  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table  ...         ...         ...         ...     366 

Sale  of  Intoxicating  Liquors  to  Children  Bill— Petitions  in  favour,  from 
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Sunday  Closing  (Monmouthshire)  Bill  -Petitions,  in  favour,  from 
Birmingham ;  North  W'alsham ;  Shiklon  ;  CTreat  Yarmouth ;  Hull ; 
Leytonstone  ;  and  Kelvedon  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Tai)le  ...         ...         ...     .S(37 

Town  Councils  (Scotland)  Bili. — ^Petition   from  Dunfermline,  in  favour; 

to  lie  upon  the  Table  .. .         ...         ...         ...  ...         ...         ...     .JG7 

RETURNS,  REPORTS,  dc. 

Army  (Statement  of  Excesses,  1898-9) — Copy  presented,  of  Statement  of 

the  Sum  required  to  be  voted  in  order  to  make  good  Excesses  of  Army 

Expenditure  beyond  the  grants,  for  the  year  ended  31st  March,    1899 

by  Command.]     Referred  to  the  Committee  of  Supply,  and  to  be  printed. 
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Canada- West  Indies — Copy  presented,  of  Agreement  between  the  Canadian 
Government  and  Messrs.  Pickford  and  Black  to  establish  a  steiimship 
service  between  Canada  and  the  West  Indies  [by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon 
i/ii6  JL aoie  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  «••  ...  ...      0v)f 

Paper  Laid  upon  the  Table  by  the  Clerk  of  the  House — Soanes 
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Inebriates  Act,  1898 — Address  for  "Return  showing — (A.)  The  number  and 
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addresses,  of  inebriate  refonnatories  certified  and  in  course  of  constnic- 
tion,  respectively,  with  the  number  of  males  or  females  to  be  accommodated 
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Main  Question  put»  and  agreed  to ;   Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  com- 
mitted for  Monday  next. 

Supply — Considered  in  Committee  (in  the  Committee).     [Mr.  Grant  Lawson 
(Yorkshire,  N.R.,  Thirsk)  in  the  chair.] 


Navy  Estimates,  1900-1901. 

1.  Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  '^That  a  sum,  not  exceeding 
£1,715,300,  be  granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  defray  the  Expenses  of 
Victualling  and  Clothing  for  the  Navy,  including  the  cost  of  Victualling 
Establishments  at  Home  and  Abroad,  which  ^vill  come  in  course  of  pay- 
ment during  the  year  ending  on  the  Slst  day  of  March,  1901." 


Discussion  :— 

Commander    Bethell   (York- 

Admiral   Field    {SiisseXy     East- 
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Comnuindrr  Bethell       
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Mr.  Mendl  {Plymouth) 
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George*Sy  Hanover  Square) 
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Artificers)  be  reduced  by  £100." — {Mr.  Arthur  Morton.) 

Discussion  ;— 

Capt.  Norton^  {Newingt^m^ 
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Siir  John  Baker      

Mr.  Goschen 

Sir  Chas.  Dilke  {Gloucester- 
shire, Forest  of  Dean)     . . . 

Mr.  Steadma/n  {Tovjer  Ham- 
letSy  Stepney) 

Mr.  Sydney  Buxton  {Tower 
Hamlets,  P(wlar) 

Mr.  TrUton  {Lambeth,  Nor- 

%M/%JfJ%^  i         •••  •••  ••• 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided :— Ayes,  75  ;  Noes,  139.     (Division  List  No.  61.) 

Original  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

2.  £208,800,  Medical  Establishments  and  Services. 
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Resolution  agreed  to. 

5.  £66,900,  Scientific  Services. 
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ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March,  1901." 

Mr.  Edmund  Robertson    ... 
Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 
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Admiral  Field 
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10.  £1,123,600,  Naval  and  Marine  Pensions,  Gratuities,  and  Compas- 
sionate Allowances. 
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Mr.  Munro  Fermison  {Leilh  fuimshire,  Mansfield) ...         ...     505 

Burghs)...         ..          ...  501         Mr.Buckman{Af)er(leenshire,E.)     505 

Mr. Herbert  Roberts  {Denbigli-  TJie  President  of  the  Local  Govern- 

shircy  fF.)          502             ment    Board    {Mr.     Chaplin, 
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Lunacy   Board   (Scotland)   [Salaries,  Etc.]— CJonsidered   in  Committee. 
[Mr.  J.  W.  Lo>VTHER  (Cumberland,  Penrith)  in  the  Chair.] 

Motion  made  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  it  is  expedient  to  amend 
the  law  relating  to  the  number  of  the  Staff  of  the  General  Board  of  Com- 
missioners in  Lunacy  for  Scotland,  and  to  authorise  the  payment^  out  of 
moneys  to  be  provided  by  Parliament,  of  their  salaries,  and  of  the  expenses 
of  the  Board,  and  the  remuneration  of  the  Chairmen  and  Commissioners." 
— {TJie  Lord  Advocate.) 

Discussion  : — 

Mr.   Caldtoell  {Lanarksliirey  TheLardAdvoc(de{Mr.A.GraJiam 

Mid)      508  Murray,  Buteshire) 510 

Mr.Weir  {Ross  and  Croimirty)    510        Mr.  Gibson  Bowles  {Lynn  Regis)      511 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Resolution  to  be  reported  upon  Monday  next. 

trrLY — Considered  in  Committee. 
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Supply  [8th  March]  Report — Resolutions  reported  : 

Navy  Estimates,  1900-1901—1.  "  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £1,715,300,  be 
^nted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  defray  the  Expense  of  Victualling  and  Clothing 
lor  the  Navy,  including  the  cost  of  Victualling  Establishments  at  Home 
and  Alfroad,  which  wiU  come  in  course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending 
on  the  31st  day  of  March,  1901." 

Discussion  : — 

Mr.    Warner  (Staffordshire,  The  Secretari/  to  the    Admiralty 

Lichfield)  514  (Mr,  Maairtiiey,  Antrim)      ...     514 

Sir  Chas.  Cameron  (Glasgow, 
Bridgeton)         ...         ...     514 

Resolution  agreed  to. 

2.  "  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £208,800,  be  granted  to  Her  Majesty, 
to  defrav  the  Expense  of  Medical  Services,  including  the  cost  of  Medical 
Establishments  at  Home  and  Abroad,  which  will  come  in  course  of 
payment  during  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March,  1901." 

■ 

3.  "That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £13,300,  be  granted  to  Her  Majesty, 
to  defray  the  Expense  of  Martial  Law,  including  the  cost  of  Naval  Prisons 
at  Home  and  Abroad,  which  Mrill  come  in  course  of  payment  during  the 
year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March,  1901." 

4.  "  That  a  sum  not  exceeding  £92,300,  be  granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to 
defray  the  Expenses  of  Educational  Services,  which  will  come  in  course  of 
payment  during  the  year  ending  on  the  3l8t  day  of  March,  1901." 

5.  "  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £66,900,  be  granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to 
defray  the  Expenses  of  Scientific  Services,  which  will  come  in  course  of 
payment  during  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March,  1901." 

6.  "That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £271,100,  be  granted  to  Her  Majesty, 
to  defray  the  Expenses  of  the  Royal  Naval  Reserve,  and  the  Retired  Officers 
and  Seamen  Pensioner  Reserve,  which  will  come  in  course  of  payment 
during  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March,  1901." 

7.  "That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £3,004,700,  be  granted  to  Her  Majesty, 
to  defray  the  Expenses  of  Naval  Armaments,  which  will  come  in  course  of 
payment  during  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March,  1901." 

8.  "That a  sum,  not  exceeding  £271,200,  be  granted  to  Her  Majesty 
to  defray  the  Expense  of  various  Miscellaneous  Effective  Services,  which 
will  come  in  course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of 
March,  1901." 
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9.  "  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  X786,700,  be  granted  to  Her  Majesty  to 
defray  the  Expense  of  Half  Pay,  Kesen^ed,  and  Retired  Pay  to  Officers  of 
the  Navy  and  Marines,  which  will  come  in  course  of  payment  during  the 
year  ending  on  the  Slst  day  of  March,  1901." 

Mr,  JFilliam  BedTnond  {Clare,  E,)  ...         ...         ...         ...         ...     516 

Resolution  agreed  to. 

10.  "  That  a  simi,  not  exceeding  £1,123,600,  be  granted  to  Her  Majesty 
to  defray  the  Expense  of  Naval  and  Marine  Pensions,  Gratuities,  and  Com- 
passionate Allowances,  which  will  come  in  course  of  payment  during  the 
year  ending  on  the  Slst  day  of  March,  1901." 

11.  **  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £343,500,  be  granted  to  Her  Majesty 
to  defray  the  Expense  of  Civil  Pensions  and  Gratuities,  which  will  come  in 
course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March,  1901." 

Resolutions  agreed  to. 
Sale  of  Intoxicating  Liquors  to  Children  (No.  2)  Bill  -Second  Reading^ 

Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a 
second  time." — {Mr.  Sauttar,) 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "That  this  House  do  now 
adjourn." — {The  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty,) 

Discussion  : — 


Mr,  Asquith  {Fifeshire,  E,) 

518 

Sir      H.     Campbell  -  Ban/nerman 

Mr.       JVilliam      Redmond 

{Stirling  Burghs) 

524 

{Glare,  E,)         

519 

Mr.  Hothouse  {Somei'svishire,  E.) 

525 

Mr,  Tritton  {LarnbetJi,  Nor- 

Mr. Termant  {Berwickshire) 

527 

wood) 

520 

Mr.    Herbert    Roberts  {Denbigh- 

Mr, John  Wilson  {Du/rham, 

shire,  W.)      

527 

Mid) 

521 

Mr.  Patrick  ffBrien  {Kilkenny).., 

527 

Mr,       William      Johnston 

Mr.        Banbury       {Camberwell, 

{Belfast,  S.)       

522 

Peckham)       

.■".2S 

Sir     William    Houldsworth 

Mr.  Gedge  { Walsall)     

oJ.6 

{Manchester,  N,  W.) 

522 

Capt.  Norton  {NetoingUm,  W.)  ... 

529 

Thr     First     Tj)rd    of     the 

Mr.  H.  P.  Pease  {Darlington  i  . . . 

529 

Treasary  {Mr.  A,  J.  Bal- 
four, Aiamhester,  E,)     ... 

Mr.  A.  J,  Balfowr        

529 

523 

Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Original  motion  again  proposed. 

Discussion — 

« 

Mr.    Galloway   {Manchester, 

Mr.    Grant   Lawson    {Yorkshire, 

KJ  m  fr      •!              •••                            •••                            ••• 

530 

N.R.,Thirsk) 

532 

Mr.   Middlemore    {Birming- 

Mr. Bartley  {Islington,  N.) 

532 

ham^  N.)           

530 

Mr.  Gibson  Bowles  (Lynn  Regis) . . . 
Mr.  John  Burns  {Battersea) 

532 

The  Secretary  of  State  for  tJie 

533 

Home  Departm^smt  {Sir  M. 

Mr.  Vicary  Gibbs  {Hertfordshire, 

White  Ridley,  Lanes,  Black- 

St, Albans)    ... 

534 

pool) 

531 

• 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 
Bill  read  a  second  time. 
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Motion  made  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  the  Bill  be  committed  to 
the  Standing  Committee  on  Law,  etc." — {Mr,  Souttar,) 

Discussion — 

Mi\  Crrani  Lawson 534        Sir    Charles   Cameron    (Glasgow, 

Mr.  Colien  (IsliTigtonj  E.)  ...     534  Bridgeton)      535 

SirM.  White  Ridley    535 

Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  committed  for  Monday  next. 

MiDWiVES  Bill  [Second  Reading] — Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 

Motion  made  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a 
second  time." — (Mr.  J.  H.  Johmtone.) 

Discussion — 

Mr.Schmmn(Mancfiest€r,2Y.)     536         Dr.  Ariilrrose  {Mayo,  W.)  ...     537 

Mr.  T.  P.  O'Cmrn/r  {lAver- 
pool,  Scotlamd) 537 

Motion  made,  and  Question  put,  "That  the  debate  be  now  adjourned." — 
{Mr.  T.  P.  (yCmrm.) 

The  House  divided  : — Ayes,  56  ;  Noes,  127.     (Division  List  No.  62.) 

Discussion  :— 

Mr.  Vicary'  Gihbs  {Hertford-                  Dr.  Tanner  {Cork  Couniy,  Mid) . . .     541 
shire,  St,  Albans)  ...     541         Mr.  Howell  {Leicester) 542 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided  : — Ayes,  124  ;  Noes,  34.     (Division  List  No.  63.) 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  committed  to  the  Standing  Committee  on 
Law,  etc. 

Adjourned  at  a  quarter  before  Eight  of  the  clock  till  Monday. 


LORDS:    MONDAY,  12th  MARCH,  1900. 

PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  acquainted  the  House  that  the  Clerk  of  the 
Parliaments  had  laid  upon  the  Table  the  Certificates  from  the 
Examiners  that  the  further  Standing  Orders  applicable  to  the  following 
Bills  have  been  complied  with : — Mersey  Railway  [h.l.].  Also  the 
Certificate  that  the  Standing  Orders  applicable  to  the  following  Bill 
have  been  complied  with  : — Plymouth,  Stonehouse,  and  Devonport 
Ti*amways.  And  also  the  Certificates  that  the  Standing  Orders 
applicable  to  the  following  Bills  have  not  been  complied  with : — 
Glasgow  District  Tramways ;  London  County  Tramways  (No.  1) ; 
the  same  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table         545 

Standing  Orders  Committee — Report  from.  That  the  Standing  Orders  not 
complied  with  in  respect  of  the  Christchurch,  Bournemouth,  and  Winton 
Tramways  Bill  ought  to  be  dispensed  with,  provided  that  Sections  L  and 
III.  of  the  tramways  proposed  to  be  authorised  by  the  Bill  be  struck  out. 
That  the  Standing  Oniers  not  complied  with  in  respect  of  the  Muirkirk 


Ix  TABLE  OF  CONTENTS. 

March  12.]  Page 

Mauchline,  and  Dalmellington  Railways  (Abandonment)  Bill  [h.l.]  ought 
to  be  dispensed  with  and  the  Bill  allowed  to  proceed.  That  the  Standing 
Orders  not  complied  with  in  respect  of  the  Whitechapel  and  Bow  Railway 
Bill  [h.l]  ought  to  be  dispensed  with  and  the  Bill  allowed  to  proceed, 
provided  that  proof  be  given  before  the  Examiners  that  the  Bill  has  been 
submitted  to  meetings  of  the  London,  Tilbury,  and  Southend  Railway 
Company  and  of  the  Metropolitan  District  Railway  Company,  convened  in 
accordance  with  Standing  Order  No.  62,  before  the  Third  Reading  of  the 

^^M^»-  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••     vTtVI 

Read  and  agreed  to. 

Oreat  Berkhampstead  Water  Bill  [h.l.]— The  Chairman  of  Committees  in- 
fonned  the  House  that  the  opposition  to  the  Bill  was  withdrawn.     The 

,         oixiers  made  on  the  2nd  instant  and  Tuesday  last  discharged,  and  Bill 

committed        ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...     546 

Aston  Manor  Tramways  Bill  [h.l.]— The  Chairman  of  Committees  informed 
the  House  that  the  opposition  to  the  Bill  was  withdrawn.  The  orders 
made  on  the  23rd  of  February  and  Tuesday  last  discharged,  and  Bill 
committed        ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...     546 
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partment  (Sir  M.  White  Ridley,  Lancashire,  Blackpool)  591 
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Bowles  (Lynn.  Regis),  and  Mr.  James  Lowther  (Kent,  Thanet) ;  Answers, 
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Ireland    {Mr.    Atkinson^ 
Londonderry)     598 

Bill  for  taking  the  Census  for  Ireland  in  the  year  one  thousand  nine 
hundred  and  one,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Attorney  General  for 
Ireland  and  Mr.  Gerald  Balfour. 

Oeiums  (Ireland)  Bill — "  For  taking  the  Census  for  Ireland  in  the  year  one 
thousand  nine  hundred  and  one,"  presented,  and  read  the  first  time  ;  to  be 
read  a  second  time  upon  Monday  next,  and  to  be  printed.    [Bill  120.]    ...     598 
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The  President  of  the  Board  Mr.  Channing  {Northamptonshire, 

of  Agi'ictdture  (Mr,  Long,  E,)     ...         ...         ...         ...     600 

Liverpool,  JFest  Derby)  ...     599 

Agricultural  Holdingb — Bill  to  amend  the  Law  relating  to  Agricultural 
Holdings,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Long,  Mr.  Solicitor  General, 
and  the  Jjord  Advocate. 

Agricnltaral  Holdings  Bill — "To  amend  the  Law  relating  to  Agricultural 
Holdings,"  presented,  and  read  the  first  time ;  to  be  read  a  second  time 
upon  Monday  next,  and  to  be  printed.    [Bill  121]  601 

Supply — Army  Estimates — Order  for  Committee  read. 

The  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War  {Mr.  Wyndham,  Dover)  602 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  Mr.  Speaker  do  now  leave 
the  Chair." 

Discussion  :— 

Sir  Chds.  DiUce  {Gloucester-  Major  Pasch  (Essex,  S.E.)        . . .  643 

shire,  Forest  of  Dmn)    ...  625         J/r.        Jrarncr       (Staffordshire, 

Sir     J.     F&rgusson    (Man-  Lichfield)        ...         ...         ...  646 

Chester,  N.E.)     632         Sir     Henry    Fletchrr     (Sussex, 

Mr,    Btichamm    (Aberdeen-  Lewes)           ...         ...         ...  650 

shire,  E,)           ...         ...  636         Major  Jameson  (Clare,  IF,)       ...  652 

Attention  called  to  the  fact  that  forty  Members  were  not  present 
(Dr.  Tanner,  Cork  County,  Mid).  House  counted,  and  forty  Members 
being  found  present, 

Mr,  Louis  Sinclair   (Essex,  Sir  John  Colomb  (Gt.  Yarmouth)  662 

Romford)           655  Mr.  SetanrKarr  (St.  Helens)     ...  665 

Mr,    Cawley  (Lanes.,  Prest-  Sir     H,      Campbell-Baimerman 

wich)      ...         ...         ...  657  (Stirling  Burghs)       ...         ...  669 

Col.   Blundell  (Lanes.,  Ince)  657  Gen.  Bussell  (Cheltenham)         . . .  674 

Cajft,  Sinclair   (Forfarshire)  658  Mr.  JVyndham  ...         ...         ...  678 

Question  put,  and  agrsed  to. 

Supply — Considered  in  Committee  [Mr.  J.  W.  Lowther  (Cumberland,  Penrith,) 
in  the  Chair.] 

Army  Estimates,  1900-1901. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  a  number  of  Land  Forces, 
not  exceeding  430,000,  all  ranks,  be  maintained  for  the  service  of  the 
United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  at  Home  and  Abroad, 
exclucfing  Her  Majesty's  Indian  Possessions,  during  the  year  ending  on 
the  31st  day  of  March,  1901." 

Discussion-— 

Mr.  Arnold  Forster  (Belfast,  Col.      Milward      (Warwickshire, 

W.)        678  Stratford-on-Avon)     691 

Mr.      Hedderwick      {Wick  Col.  Pilkington  (Lmcs,  Newton)     694 

Burghs) ...         ...         ...  689 

It  being  midnight,  the  Chairman  left  the  Chair  to  make  his  Report  to 
the  House. 

Committee  report  Progress ;  to  sit  again  To-morrow. 
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Vic,  c.  54  (The  Ranges  Act,  1891),  and  where  the  lands  so  aajuired  are 
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Bills  committed  ...         ...         .••         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...     6J7 
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to ;  and  the  said  Lords  appointed  accordingly  :  The  Committee  to  meet 
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for  the  Bills     ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...     698 

St.  David's  Railway  (Abandonment)  Bill ;  Dublin  Electdc  Lighting  Bill ; 

Blackpool,  St.  Anne's  and  Lytham  Tramways  Bill.  Examiner's  Certifi- 
cates of  non-compliance  with  the  Standing  Orders  referred  to  the  Standing 
Orders  Committee  on  Monday  next...         ...         ...         ...         ...         •-.     698 

RETURNS,  REPORTS,  dc 

Africa,  No.  2  (1900) — Correspondence  with  the  Presidents  of  the  South 
African  Republic  and  of  the  Orange  Free  State  respecting  the  war. 
Presented  [by  Command],  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table  099 

London  Government  Act,  1899  (Metropolitan  BoroughsV— Drafts  of 
Orders  in  Council  for  the  establishment  of  each  of  the  unaermentioned 
Metropolitan  Boroughs  and  incorporating  the  Council  thereof,  and  for 
other  purposes  connected  therewith : — fiattersea,  Bermondsey,  Bethnal 
Green,  Deptford,  Fulham,  Greenwich,  Hackney,  Hammersmith,  Hamp- 
stead,  Islington,  Lambeth,  Lewisham,  Poplar,  St.  Marylebone,  Shoreditch, 
Southwark,  Stoke  Newington,  Wandsworth,  and  Woolwich.  Laid  before 
the  House  (pursuant  to  Act),  and  to  be  printed.     (No.  27.)  699 

Youthful  Offenders  Bill  [h.l.]— Petition  against ;  of  superintendent  and 
teachers  of  the  Congregational  Sunday-school,  Eccles ;  read,  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  Table      699 


NEW  BILL. 

Palatine  Court  of  Durham  Bill  [h.l.]— A  Bill  to  amend  the  law  relating 
to  the  Court  of  Chancery  of  the  County  Palatine  of  Durham  was  presented 
by  the  Lord  Chancellor  ;  i-ciul  first  time ;  and  to  be  printed.     (No.  28.)  ...     699 
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Money  Lending  Bill  [h.l.] — Reported  from  the  Standing  Committee  with 
amendments :  The  Keport  thereof  to  be  received  on  Thursday  next ;  and 
Bill  to  be  printed  as  amended.     (No.  29.)    ...         ...         ...         .••         •••     699 

South  African  War— Overtures  by  the  Republics  for  Peace — 
Question,  The  Earl  of  Kimberley ;  Answer,  The  Prime  Minister  and 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  (The  Marquess  of  Salisbury)         ...     699 

House  adjourned  at  twenty-tive  minutes  before  Five  ot  the  Clock. 


COMMONS:  TUESDAY,  13th  MARCH,  1900. 
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Private  Bili>s  (Standing  Orders  62  and  63  Complied  with)  —  Mr. 
Speaker  laid  upon  the  Table  Report  from  one  of  the  Examiners  of 
Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  That,  in  the  case  of  the  following  Bill,  referred 
on  the  First  Heading  thereof.  Standing  Orders  Nos.  62  and  63  have  been 
complied  with,  viz. : — Metropolitan  Water  Companies  Bill. 
Ordered,  that  the  Bill  be  read  a  second  time       ...         ...         ...         ...     702 

Private  Bills  (Standing  Order  63  complied  with) — Mr.  Speaker  laid 
upon  the  Table  Report  from  one  of  the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for 
Private  Bills,  That,  in  the  case  of  the  following  Bill,  referred  on  the 
First  Reading  thereof,  Standing  Order  No.  63  has  been  complied  with, 
viz. : — Christchurch,  Bournemouth,  and  Winton  Tramways  Bill. 

Ordered,  That  the  Bill  be  read  a  second  time      702 

Pontefract  Park  Bill — As  amended,  considered ;  to  be  read  the  third  time      702 

Oreat  Northern  Railway  (Ireland)  Bill — Read  a  second  time  and  committed    702 

Huntingdon  Corporation  Bill  (By  Order) — Order  for  second  reading  read. 

Motion  made;  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a 
second  time." 

Amendment  proposed — 

**  To  leave  out  from  the  word  *  Tliat/  to  the  end  of  the  Question,  in  order  to 
add  the  words,  'This  House  is  not  prepared  to  consider  a  proposal  for  the 
inclosnre  of  Common  LandH  except  wnen  recommended  by  the  Board  of 
Agriculture,  in  accordance  >vith  the  procedure  and  on  the  principles  laid  down 
by  the  Enclosure  Acts.* " — {Mr.  Kearley.) 

Question  proposed,  '*  That  the  words  proposed  to  l>e  left  out  stand  part 
of  the  Question." 

Dlscussion  : — 

Sir  John  Brunmr  (C/ieshire,  Sir  fF.  Hart-Dyke  (Kent,  Da/tfard)     711 

Northwich)  706         Mr,  Haldane  {Haddingtm)      ...       712 

Mr.  Smiih  Barry  {Hunting-  Mr.  Warner  {Staffordshire^  lAch- 

dmshire,  HuTiiingdon)    ...  707  field) 713 

Mr,  Bryce  {Aberdeen*  S.) ...  710 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  ''That  the  debate  be  now  ad- 
journed."—(ilfr.  Hiddane.) 
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Discussion  : — 

The  Pre^ideiU  of  the  Board                  Mr.  Channing  {Northamptoiishire^ 

of  Agriculture  (Mr.  Long^                      E.) 

Liverpool,  IFest  Derby) ...     713        Sir  W.  Hart- Dyke 

Sir  John  B runner  ...         ...     714         Mr.  Long          ...         ...         J... 

715 
715 
716 

Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Original  Question  put. 

The  House  divided : — Ayes,  143  ;  Noes,  149.     (Division  List  No.  64.) 

Words  added. 

Main  Question,  as  amended,  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  is  not  prepared  to  consider  a  proposal  for  the 
enclosure  of  common  lands  except  when  recommended  by  the  Board  of 
Agriculture,  in  accordance  with  the  procedure  and  on  the  principles  laid 
down  by  the  Enclosure  Acts. 

East  London  Water  Bill  (By  Order) — Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  *'  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a 
second  time." 

Mr.      Stxmrt      {ShoredUch,  Tlie  President  of  the  Local  Oovem- 

Hoxion) ...         ...         ...     719  inent    Board     {Mr.     Chaplin, 

Lines,  Sleafard)         719 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  committed. 
Lambeth  Water  Bill  (By  Order) — Read  a  second  time,  and  committed. 

Metropolitan  Common  Scheme  (Petersham)  Provisional  Order — Bill 
to  confirm  a  Scheme  relating  to  Petersham  Common,  in  the  parish  of 
Petersham  and  lK)rough  of  Richmond,  in  the  county  of  Surrey,  ordered  to 
bo  brought  in  by  Mr.  Long  and  Mr.  Hanbury. 

Metropolitan  Common  Scheme  (Petersham)  Provisional  Order  Bill— 

**  To  confirm  a  tJcheme  relating  to  Petersham  Common,  in  the  Parish  of 
Petersham  and  Borough  of  Richmond,  in  the  co mty  of  Surrey,"  presented 
accordingly,  and  read  the  first  time ;  to  be  referred  to  the  Examiners  of 
Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  and  to  be  printed.     [Bill  122] 720 

Plymouth,  Stonehouse,  and  Devonport  Tramways  Bill~''To  confer 

further  powers  upon  the  Plymouth,  Stonehouse,  and  Devonport  Tramways 
Company ;  to  amend  the  Acts  relating  to  that  company  ;  and  for  other 
Durposes,"  read  the  first  time  ;  and  referred  to  the  Examiners  of  Petitions 
for  Private  Bills  721 

Brighton  Corporation  Bill — Ordered,  That  the  Minutes  of  Evidence  taken 
before  the  Committee  on  the  Brighton  Corporation  (Water)  Bill,  in  the 
Session  of  1896,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Brighton  Corporation 
Bill. — {Dr.  Fanjuiiai'son)         721 

Standing  Orders — licsolutions  reported  from  the  Committee  :~1.  That,  in 
the  case  of  the  Barnsley  Corporation  Bill  [Lords],  the  Standing  Orders 
ought  to  be  dispensed  with : — That  the  parties  be  permitted  to  proceed 
with  their  Bill,  provided  that  Clauses  17-47,  relating  to  Tramways,  be 
struck  out  of  the  Bill  :—That  the  Committee  on  the  Bill  do  report  how 
far  such  Order  has  been  complied  with." 
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2.  "  That,  in  the  case  of  the  Bray  and  Enniskerry  Railway  Bill,  Petition 
of  the  *  Wicklow  County  Council '  tor  dispensing  with  Standing  Order  129 
in  the  case  of  their  Petition  against  the  Bill,  the  said  Standing  Order  ought 
to  be  dispensed  with." 

3.  "  That,  in  the  case  of  the  London  and  South-Westem  Railway  Bill, 
Petition  for  additional  Provision,  the  Standing  Orders  ought  to  be  dispensed 
with : — That  the  parties  be  peimitted  to  introduce  their  additional  Pro- 
vision, if  the  Committee  on  the  Bill  think  fit." 

4.  "  That,  in  the  case  of  the  St.  David's  Railway  (Abandonment)  Petition, 
the  Standing  Orders  ought  to  be  dispensed  with : — That  the  parties  be 
permitted  to  proceed  with  their  Bill."    Resolutions  agreed  to      721 

Standing  Orders — Mr.  Halsey  reported  from  the  Select  Committee  on 
Standing  Orders,  That  they  had  agreed  to  the  following  Resolution  : — 
"  That  in  the  case  of  the  Special  Report  of  the  Examiner  on  the  Great 
Grimsby  Street  Tramways  Bill  [Lords],  refeiTed  to  them  by  Order  of  the 
House  of  the  26th  February,  1900,  they  are  of  opinion  that  the  Standing 
Orders  have  been  complied  with."    Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table 722 

Message  moM  the  Lords — That  they  have  passed  a  Bill,  intituled,  "  An  Act 
to  explain,  vary,  or  alter  the  Deed  of  Settlement  of  the  Universal  Life 
Assurance  Society ;  and  for  other  purposes."  Universal  Life  Assurance 
Society  Bill  [Lords].  And,  also  a  Bill,  intituled,  "  An  Act  to  confer 
further  powers  on  the  Scottish  Widows'  Fund  and  Life  Assurance  Society 
and  the  directors  thereof ;  to  amend  the  Acts  relating  to  the  Society ; 
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dom," presented,  and  read  the  first  time ;  to  be  read  a  second  time  upon 
Tuesday  next,  and  to  be  printed.     [Bill  123.]         745 

Rivers  Pollution  Prevention — Bill  to  make  more  effectual  provision  for 
preventing  the  pollution  of  rivers  and  streams,  ordered  to  be  brought  In  by 
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Sir  Henry  Howorth,  Dr.  Farquharson,  Mr.  Brigg,  Sir  John  Brunner,  and 
Sir  Walter  Foster. 
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preventing  the  pollution  of  rivers  and  streams,''  presented,  and  read  the 
first  time ;  to  be  read  a  second  time  upon  Monday  2nd  April,  and  to  be 
printed.     [Bill  124] 745 
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War  Loan  Bill  [Second  Reading.] — Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,   "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a 
second  time." 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  To  leave  oat  the  word  *■  now/  and  at  the  end  of  the  Question  to  odd  the 
words  *  upon  this  day  six  months.' " — {Mr.  WUliain  Redmond.) 

Question   proposed,   "  That  that  the    word  *  now  *  stand  part  of  the 
Question." 

Discussion  : — 

Mr,  Power  {IFaterford,  E,)  753  Mr,   David    Maclvei'   {Liverpool, 

Sir  Henry  Fowler  (JVolver-  Kirkdale)       765 

hampton,  E.)      754  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 

Mr,  Cohen  {hlingUm,  E,)  ,..  758  {SirM,  Hicks-Beach,Bristol,fF,)     766 

Mr,Lahmu;here{Northampton)  759  Sir  JFUliam  Harcourt  (Monmouth- 

Mr.  Ficary  Gibbs  (Hereford-  ahire,  fF,)       769 

shire)      ...          ...          ...  762  Sir  Jnifred  Lawsoii  (Cumberhimiy 

Mr,    Gibson    Bowles   (Lynn                      Corkerrnoiith) ...     772 

Regis)     ...         ...         ...  763 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided :   -Ayes,  268  ;  Noes,  21.     (Division  Lint  No.  65.) 

Bill  read  a  second  time  and  committed  for  to-morrow. 

Main  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 


SUPPLY, 
Considered  in  Committee. 

[Mr.  J.  W.  TiOWTHER  (Cumberland,  Penrith)  in  the  Chair.] 

Civil  Services  (Excess),  1898-9. 

1.  £10,  Prisons  (England  and  the  Colonies).  .  . 

Army  Estimates,  1900-1901. 

2.  430,000,  Number  of  Land  Forces. 

Discussion  : — 

Col,  JFelby  (Taunton)        ...  775  Capt,  Sinclair  (Forfarshire)       ...  793 

Ml',    Warner    (Staffordshire,  Sir  A,Aclnml-IIood(Soniersetsliir€, 

lAehfield)  781  JFellingUm) 802 

Mr,     Buchanan    (Aberdeen-  The  Under  Secretary  of  State  far 

shire,  E,)            782  fFar  (Mr.    IFyndham,  Dover)  806 

Mr.  JFamer          783  Sir  Bramptm  Gordon  (Narfolk,N.)  814 

Capt.  Jessel  (St.  Pancras,  S.)  784         Mr.  JFtjndham 815 

Mr.  Buclianan        790  Sir  John  Colmnb  (Gt.  Yarmouth)  816 

Resolution  agreed  to. 

3.  £15,200,000,   Pay,   etc.,   of  the  Army  (General  Staff,  Regiments, 
Reserve,  and  Departments). 

Resolutions  to  be  reported. 
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Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  '*  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding 
jB555,000,  be  granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  defray  the  Charge  for  the  Pay, 
etc.,  of  the  Medical  Establishment,  and  for  Medicines,  etc.,  which  will 
come  in  course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of 
March,  1901." 

Dr.  Tanner  {Cork  CaurUy,  MuL)  ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...     819 

It  being  Midnight,  the  Chairman  left  the  Chair  to  make  his  Report  to 
the  House. 

Resolutions  to  be  reported  To-morrow. 

Committee  also  report  Progress ;  to  sit  again  To-morrow. 

Adjourned  at  five  minutes  after  Twelve  of  the  clock. 


COMMONS:    WEDNESDAY,    Uth   MARCH,    1900. 

PRIVATE  BILL  BUSL\ESS. 
Bray  and  Enniskerry  Railway  Bill — Read  a  second  time,  and  committed    821 

St.  David's  Railway  (ABANDONMKNT)--Repoi-t  [13th  March]  from  the  Select 
Committee  on  Standing  Orders  read.  KU  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by 
Mr.  Phillips,  General  Laurie,  and  Mr.  Randell       821 

PETITIONS. 

Franchise  and  Removal  of  Women's  Disabilities  Bill— Petition  from 

London,  in  favour  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table    ...         ...         ...         ...         ...     821 

(government  Property  (Exemption  from  the  Rates) — Petition  of  the 
Metropolitan  Overseers  and  Assessment  Committee,  for  alteration  of  Law ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table  .. .         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...     821 

Liquor  Traffic  Local  Veto  Bill— Petition  from  Dunfermline,  in  favour;  to 

lie  upon  the  Table       ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...     821 

Local    Authorities    Officers'    Superannuation    Bill— Petition    from 

Wimbledon,  in  favour ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table         821 

Boman  Catholic   Disabilities  Bemoval  Bill— Petition  of  the  Scottish 

Women's  Protestant  Union,  against;  to  lie  upon  the  Table  821 

Sale  of  Intoxicating  Liquors  on  Sunday  Bill-  Petition  from  Eeclesall, 

for  alteration ;  to  fie  upon  the  Table.  Petitions  in  favour,  from  St.  Helens ; 
Buckinghamshii% ;  Pontypool ;  Newport ;  Ipswich  ;  and  Middlesex  ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table  ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...     822 

Sale  of  Intoxicating  Liquors  to  Ohildren  Bill  -  Petitions  in  favour,  from 

Wandsworth;  Come  (four) ;  Folkestone  ;  York ;  Hulme  ;  Yorkshire ;  Black- 
burn ;  National  Temperance  Federation ;  and  Salford  ;  to  lie  upon  the 

X  <•  Lr  A  V  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Om^ 


Ixxx  TABLE  OF  CONTENTS. 

MarcJi  14.]  Parfe 

Sale  of  Intoxicating  Liquors  to  Children  (No.  2)  Bill— ^Petltion  from 

Sheffield,  in  favour;  to  lie  upon  the  Table ...   ,     ...     822 

Sunday  Closing  (Monmouthshire)  Bill— Petitions  against,  from  Newport 

(two) ;  South  Monmouth  ;  and  Western  Division  of  Monmouthshire  (two) ; 

to  lie  upon  the  Table  .. .         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...     822 

Sunday  Closing  (Monmouthshire)  Bill — Petitions  in  favour,  from  Camborne 
Parkgate ;  Uolne  (six) ;  Golborne  (eight) ;  Wigan  ;  Abertillery ;  Plymouth 
Holloway ;  Blaina ;  Cardiff  (two) ;  Buckinghamshire ;  Barnsley  ;  Maesy 
cwmmer ;  Sandown ;  Folkestone ;  Ashton-under-Lyne  ;  Meopham  (two) 
Sheffield  (four) ;  Leeds  ;  Long  Eaton  (six) ;  Coventry  (five) ;  Bedwas  Lower 
Varteg  Hill ;  Katcliff ;  Padiham ;  Hereford ;  Bewdley ;  Kensal ;  Bideford 
Manchester  (two)  Bradford  (three)  :Salford  (three) ;  Glossop;  Southgate^ 
Highgate ;  Hartlepool,  Pendleton  ;  Beaufort  (ten) ;  London  (five) ;  Vernon, 
Newport  (thirteen) ;  Pontypool  (five) ;  East  Brecknock  ;  Kington  Magna ; 
Huddcrsfield  (three) ;  Hendon ;  Fengam ;  Harpurley,  Hunstanton  ;  Sunder- 
land ;  Carlinghow ;  Redcar  ;  Guisborough  ;  National  Temperance  Federa- 
tion ;  Plaistow  (two^ ;  Ipswich  (three) ;  CTevedon ;  Handsworth  ;  Silvertown 
Whitechapel ;  Blackwood  (six) ;  Bedwellty ;  Polaenavon ;  Chepstow  (three) 
Maesycwmwer ;  Rogerstone ;  Grimsby  (two) ;  Kentish  Town  ;  Seven  Dials 
l^wtenstall ;  St.  Albans  ;  Kilburn  ;  Tottenham ;  Abersychan  ;  Trinant 
Blaenavon(two);  Abergavenny ;  Portskewett ;  Taunton;  Monmouth  (three) 
Usk(two);  Northfleet;  Wakefield;  Waltham;  Streatham  Hill;  Ripon (five) 
Staines  ;  Gravesend ;  Ebbw  Vale ;  Blaina ;  Erdington  ;  Risca  ;  Didcot 
Birmingham ;  Bridgwater ;  Wrexham  ;  Chelmsford ;  Hayle  ;  Holloway 
MartocK ;  Oldham  ;  East  Ham  ;  Barking ;  Warrington ;  Bewdley  ;  Wunnll- 
wyd  (three) ;  Victoria  (two) ;  Chorley ;  Malvern  Link  ;  Street ;  Newcastle- 
under-Lyne ;  King's  Cross ;  Marlborough  ;  Chelsea ;  and  North-East 
Lancashire  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table     ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...     822 

Sunday  Closing  (Monmouthshire)  and  Sale  of  Intoxicating  Liquors 

on  Sunday  Bill — Three  Petitions  from  Sandiacre,  in  favour ;  to  lie  upon 

vUv        ^  Cvl^AW  •«•  •••  ••«  •••  •••  •••  •••  ••«  •••  Om^  *3 

Vaccination  Acts — Petition  from  Wandsworth  and  Clapham,  for  alteration 
•   of  Law  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table  ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...     823 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  dtc. 

London  Gk)VERNMENT  Act  (Metropolitan  Boroughs) — Paper  [presented 

13th  March]  to  be  printed.     [No.  95]  823 

American  Mails — Return  presented,  relative  thereto  [ordered  13th  February ; 

Sir  John  Leng] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table  82:1 

Sunday  Closing  (Monmouthshire)  Bill— [Second  Reading]— Order  for 

Second  Readmg  read. 

Motion  made  and  Question  proposed,  "That  the  Bill  Hb  now  read  a 
second  time."— (ilfr.  Spir^r.) 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  To  leave  oat  the  word  *  now*  and  at  the  end  of  the  Question  to  add  the 
words  *  upon  thb*  day  six  months.*  "—{Mr,  Howell.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  word  *  now '  stand  part  of  the  Question." 


TABLE  OF  CONTENTR.  Ixxxi 

March  U.J  Page 

Discussion  : — 

Col  Morgan  {Mannumthshvie,  Mr,  Whiitaker  {Yorkshire,  JV,R,, 

S.)        842  Spen  Valley) 867 

Mr.    McKerma  {Monmauih-  Mr,  TriHaii (Lambeth,  Norwood),..     871 

shire,  N.)  843        Mr.   Charles  Morley  (Brecknock- 

Sir  John  Kermaioay  (Devon-  shire)...         .  876 

shire,  Honiton) 847         Capt.  PhillpoUs  (Devonshire,  2'or- 

Mr.  Herbert  Boberfs  (Denbigh-  gmy) 876 

shire,  W.)          849         Admiral    Field    (Svssex,    East- 
Mr.  Maclmn  (Cardiff)       ...  851  bourne)  ...         878 

Mr.  Thomas  Shaw  (Hawick  Sir  JFilliam  Harcouri  (Monmmfh^ 

Burghs) 857  shire,  JF.)      879 

Mr.  Orr-Ewing  {Ayr  Burghs)  861         The  Secretary  of  State  far  the  Home 

Major  Jameson  (Clare,  }F.)  868  Department     (Sir    M.    White 

Mr.  Malcolm,  (Suffolk,  Stow-  Ridley,  Lancashire,  Blackpool)       884 

market) 865        Sir  J.  Leng  (Dundee) 887 

The  House  divided  .--Ayeu,  188 ;  Noes,  124.     (Division  List  No.  66.) 
Main  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 
Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  committed  for  To-morrow. 

Local  Ooyemment  (Scotland)  Bill  (Second  Reading)—Order  for  Second 
Reading  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "That  the  Bill  be  now  read 
a  second  time." — (Mr.  NicM,) 

The  Lord  Advocate  (Mr.  A,  Graham  Murray,  Buteshire) 891 

It  being  half-past  Five  of  the  clock,  the  debate  stood  adjourned. 
Debate  to  be  resumed  upon  Tuesday  next. 

Highways  and  Bridges  Act  (1891)  Amendment  Bill— Read  a  second  time, 

and  committed  for  Wednesday  next 892 

War  Loan  Bill — Considered  in  Committee,  and  reported ;  without  Amend- 
ment; to  be  read  the  third  time  to-morrOw 892 

Ossett  Oas  Bill — Reported  [Parties  do  not  proceed] ;  Report  to  lie  upon  the 

JL  AvIftW         •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  ••«  •••  •••  •••  ^Jw^ 

Bi'SiNESs  OF  THE  HorsE— On  the  Motion  for  Adjournment,  Question,  Sir  H. 
Campbell-Banncrman  (Stirling  Burghs) ;  Answer,  The  Patronage  Secretary 
to  the  Treasury  (Sir  William  Walrond,  Devonshire,  Tiverton)      892 

Adjoarned  at  twenty-fivo  minutes  before  Six  of  the  cIock. 


LORDS:  THURSDAY,  15tii  MARCH,  1900. 

PhlVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  acquainted  the  House  that  the  Clerk  of  the 
Parliaments  had  laid  upon  the  Table  the  Certificate  from  the  Examiners 
that  the  further  Standmg  Orders  applicable  to  the  following  Bill  have 
been  complied  with : — Crystal  Palace  Company  [h.l.1.  And  also  the 
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Blackpool)  946 
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Col,  Miltuard  {Warwickshire^ 
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Sir  William  Harcourt  {Mon- 
motUhshire,  W.) 954 

The  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
{Mr.  A,  J,  Balfour,  Man- 
chester^ E,)        955 

Mr,  Maddison  {Sheffield, 
Brighiside)         960 
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Mr,  Lough  {Islington,  W,)        ...  964 

Sir  M,  White  Ridley     967 

Lord  Edmond  Filzmaurice  { Wilt- 
shire, Cricklade)        967 

Mr,  Bartley  {Islington,  N,)       ...  968 
Mr,    Bryn    Roberts    {Carnarvon- 
shire, EifUm) ...         ...         ...  969 

Mr,  CoghUl  {Stoke-on-Trent)      ...  971 

Mr.  William  Redmond  {Clare,  E,)  971 
Mr,    Stmrt-Wortley     {Sheffield, 

Hallam)        ...         ...         ...  975 

Sir     H.      CampbeU-Bannif^'man 

{Stirling  Burghs)       ...         ...  976 

Mr,  C.  P.  Sdott  {Lancashire,  Leigh)  980 


Question  put. 

Point  of  Order,  Mr.  C.  P.  Scott ;  Ruling,  Mr.  Speaker. 

The  House  divided :— Ayes,  120  ;  Noes,  229.     (Division  List  No.  67.) 


NEW  BILLS. 
Dog  Regulation 


Dr.  Farquharson,  Aberdeenshire, 

W\ 
Mr.  Broadhurd,  Leicester 


The  President  of  the  Board  of 
Agriculture     {Mr.    Long, 
Liverpool,  West  Derby)    . , ,     985 

Bill  to  amend  the  Law  relating  to  Dogs,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by 
Mr.  Long,  Mr.  Attorney  General,  The  Lord  Advocate,  and  Mi.  Attorney 
General  for  Ireland. 

Dogs  Regulation  Bill—''  To  amend  the  Law  relating  to  Dogs,"  presented, 
and-  read  the  first  time ;  to  be  read  a  second  time  on  Monday  next,  and  to 
beprinted.     [Bill  125]  

Naval  Reserve  (Mobilisation)-— Bill  to  amend  the  Royal  Naval  Reserve 
(Volunteer)  Act,  1859,  in  relation  to  calling  out  the  Volunteers  for  actual 
service,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Macartney,  Mr.  GU>schen,  and 
Mr.  Attorney  General. 

Naval  Reserve  Mobilisation  Bill—''  To  amend  the  Royal  Naval  Reserve 
(Volunteer)  Act,  1859,  in  relation  to  calling  out  the  Volunteers  for  actual 
service,"  presented,  and  read  the  first  time ;  to  be  read  a  second  time  on 
Monday  next,  and  to  bo  printed.    [Bill  126]  

War  Loan  Bill  [Third  Reading]— Order  for  Third  Reading  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "That  the  Bill  be  now  read 
the  third  time." 

Discussion  :— 

Mr,  WMiom  Redmond  {Glare, 

JCi .  I  • .  •  ...  ...  ...  a/OO 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided :— Ayes,  172 ;  Noes,  23.    (Division  List  No.  68.) 

Bill  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 


985 
985 


985 


986 


Mr.  Lofugh  {Islington,  W,) 
Mr,  Fkmn  {Kerry,  N,).,. 


993 
993 
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Census  (Oreat  Britain)  Bill— Order  for  Committee  read. 
Mr,  Buchanan  {Aberdeenshire^  E,) 

Attention  called  to  the  fact  that  forty  Members  were  not  present  {Dr, 
Tanner,  Cork  County,  Mid).  House  counted,  and,  forty  Members  being 
found  present, 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "That  it  be  an  Instruction  to 
the  Committee  that  they  have  poM'er  to  divide  the  Bill  into  two  Bills,  one 
extending  to  England  and  the  other  extending  to  Scotland." — {Mr. 
Buchanan,) 

The  President  of  the  Local  Government  Board  {Mr,  Chaplin,  Lincolnshire, 
Sleajord)  •••         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...     998 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided  : — Ayes,  52  ;  Noes,  125.     (Division  List  No.  69.) 

Bill  considered  in  Committee. 

[Mr.  J.  W.  LowTHER  (Cumberland,  Penrith)  in  the  Chair.] 

Mr,  Buchanan       999        Capt.  Sinclair  {Forfarshire)       ...  1001 

Mr,  Caldwell  {Lanarkshire, 
Mid)      ...         1000 

Clause  1 : — 

Amendment  proposed — 

**  On  page  1,  line  7,  to  leave  out  *  Sunday,*  and  insert  *  Saturday.' " — {Mr. 
Herbert  Roberts. ) 


The  President  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  {Mr. 
Chaplin,  Lanes,  Blackpool)  1001 

Mr,  Ixnoles  {Shoreditch,  Hag- 
gerston) 1001 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Clause  agreed  to. 

Clause  2  agreed  to. 

Clause  3 : — 

Discussion  : — 

Lord  Hugh  CecU  {Greenwich)  1002 
Mr,  Bu^dianan       ...         ...  1005 

Mr,  Chaplin  1005 

Mr,      Edmwnd      Robertson 

{Dwndee)  1006 

Mr.  Talbot  {Oxford   Univer- 

sUy\      1006 

Mr,  friUiam  Jones  {Cama/r^ 

vonshire,  N,)      1007 

Amendment  put  and  negatived. 


Mr.    Herbert    Roberts   {Denbigh- 
shire, W,)      1002 

Mr,  TondinsoH  {Preston) 
Mr.  Chaplin 


•  •• 


1002 
1002 


Mr.  Richards  {Finsbury,  E.)     ...  1008 

Mr.  Chaplin      1009 

Capt.  Sinclair  {Forfarshire)      ...  1009 

Mr.  Souttar  {Dumfriesshire)      ...  1010 
Mr,     Lloyd  -  George    {Carnarvon 

Borough)       ...  1011 

Lord  Hugh  CecU  1012 


Clause  agreed  to. 


TABLE  OF  CONTENTS,  xci 

March  15.]  Page 

Clause  4 : — 

Amendments  proposed — 

"  In  pa^  2,  line  5,  to  leave  out  the  words  *  in  the  case  of  Wales  or  the 
County  01  Monmouth.' " — {Mr.  Lloyd- George,) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part 
of  the  clause/' 

Mr,  Chaplin.  Mr  Herbert  Roberts^ 

Mr.  Laugh. 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided  : — Ayes,  164  ;  Noes,  54.    (Division  List  No.  70.) 

ixir,  jjOwies  .••         *•.         •••         ...         •••         ...         •••         ••*   luio 

Amendment  proposed — 

**  On  page  2,  line  23,  to  leave  oat  sub-section  4." — (Mr.  Buchanan.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  sub-section  4  stand  part  of  the  clause." 

Mr.  Chaplin         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...  1017 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Clause  agreed  to. 

Clause  5 : — 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  p^e  3,  line  5,  after  the  word  *  parishes '  to  insert  the  worcl  *  wards.' " — 
{SirT.  a.Fardtll.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  word  *  wards '  be  there  inserted." 

Mr.  Chaplin         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...  ..         ...  1017 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Clause  agreed  to. 

Clauses  6,  7,  and  8  agreed  to. 

Clause  9 : — 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  3,  line  33,  to  leave  out  *  may,  if  he  thinks  fit/  in  order  to  insert  the 
word  *  shall. *"— (-if r.  Herbert  Roberts.) 

Question  proposed,  *'  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part 
of  the  clause." 

Mr.  Chaplin         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...  1018 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Clauses  9,  10,  and  11  agreed  to. 

Clause  12  :— 

Capt.  Sinclair 1018        TheLordAdvocate{Mr.A.  Graham 

Murray^  Buteshire) 1018 

Clauses  12  and  13  agreed  to. 

Committee  report  progress ;  to  sit  again  upon  Monday  next. 
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Electoral  Disabilities  (Military  Service)  Bill— Considered  in  Committee. 

[Mr.  J.  W.  Luwi'HER  (Cumberland,  Penrith)  in  the  Chair.] 
Clause  1  :  — 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  1,  line  8,  after  *  required/  to  insert  the  words  '  or  in  respect  of  a 
qualification  by  which  he  votes  as  a  lodger.'  "—(if r.  Jeffreys.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

Discussion  : — 

Thf    Attornetj-Gencral    (Sir  Col.  Deany  {Kibmirnock  Burghs)  1020 

liichard    IFebster,  hie  of  Col.  IFelbt/ {TautUon)    ...         ...   1020 

fKiglit) 1019         Afr.  Bart  leg  (Islitighn,  i\,)       ...   1020 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Another  Amendment  made. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  1,  line  9,  after  the  word  *  of '  to  insert  the  words  '  th«  permanent 
department  and  medical  staff  of  the  Army.' " — {Mr.  Jeffreys.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

Discussion  : — 

Sir  Richard  Webster  ...1021        Mr.  Broadhurst  {Leicester)        ..    1021 

Mr.  McKenna     {MonmoiUh-  Col  Welhy         1021 

shire,  N.)  1021        Mr.  Jeffreys  {Hampshire,  N,)    ...  1021 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  1>  line  12,  after  the  word  *  not,'  to  insert  the  words  '  In  the  case 
of  a  person  entitled  to  claim  the  lodger  franchise  being  so  absent,  his  claim 
may  be  signed  on  his  behalf  by  his  landlord.'  '^—^Mr.  Herbert  EoberUtm.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted.*' 

Discussion— 

Sir  Richard  Webster         ...  1022        Mr.  Patrick  O'Brien  (Kilkenny)  1022 
Mr.  Bartley  1022        Mr.  Jeffreys       1022 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Another  Amendment  made. 

Mr,  McKeimi       1023        Sir  Richard  Webster     1024 

Question  put,  '^  That  the  clause  as  amended  stand  part  of  the  Bill" 

The  Committee  divided  : — 'Ayes,  156 ;  Noes,  47.    (Division  List  No.  71.) 

Clause  2  agreed  to. 

The  Secfeta/ry  of  State  for  the  Home  Department  (Sir  M.  White  Ridley)         ...  1025 

New  clause  added  : — 

"3.  This  Act  shall  apply  only  to  absence  during  the  continuance  of  the 
present  war  in  South  Africa. 

Bill  reported,  as  amended  ;  to  be  considered  upon  Monday  next. 

Supply. — Considered  in  Committee.     (In  the  Committee.) 
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Army  (Excesses),  1898-99. 

JCIOO,  Army  Excesses. 

Mr,    Caldwell  {Lanarkshire,  Jli^ Financial  Secretary  to  the  JFar 

Mid)      1026  Office  {Mr,  J.  Powell-JVilliaim, 

BirmingJvam,  S.)       ...         ...  1026 

Resolution  agreed  to ;  to  be  reported  To-morrow ;  Committee  to  sit 
again  To-morrow. 

Ways  and  Means. — Considered  in  Committee.  (In  the  Committee). 
1.  Resolved,  That,  towards  making  good  the  Supply  granted  to  Her 
Majesty  for  the  service  of  the  years  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March,  1899 
and  1900,  the  sum  of  £466,770  be  granted  out  of  the  Consolidated  Fund 
of  the  United  Kingdom. 

2.  Resolved,  That,  towards  making  good  the  Supply  granted  to  Her 
Majesty  for  the  service  of  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March,  1901, 
the  sum  of  £46,156,500  be  granted  out  of  the  Consolidated  Fund  of  the 
United  Kingdom.  Resolutions  to  be  reported  To-morrow  ;  Committee  to 
sit  again  To-morrow. 

Public  Health  Bill — Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a 
second  time." 

Mr.  Caldwell        1027 

It  being  midnight,  the  Debate  stood  adjourned. 

Debate  to  be  resumed  upon  Thursday,  5th  April. 

Sunday  Closing  (Monmouthshire)  Bill— Considered  in  Committee ;  Com- 
mittee reports  Progress ;  to  sit  again  upon  Wednesday,  27th  June. 

NEJr  BILLS, 

Pftrolbum — Bill  to  Amend  the  Petroleum  Act,  1879,  ordered  to  be  brought 
in  by  Mr.  Ure,  Mr.  Joseph  A.  Pease,  Sir  ^Thomas  Gibson-Cannichael, 
Colonel  Denny,  Mr.  Compton  Rickett,  Mr.  Cross,  Mr.  Reckitt,  Mr. 
M*Killop,  Mr.  Tully,  Mr.  John  Bums,  and  Mr.  Trevelyan  1028 

Petroleum  Bill — "To  amend  the  Petroleum  Act,  1879,"  presented,  and  read 
the  first  time ;  to  be  read  a  second  time  upon  Tuesday  next,  and  to  be 
printed.     [Bill  127]    ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         .  .         ...         ...  1028 

Veterinary  Surgeons  Amendment— Bill  to  further  amend  the  Law  relating 
to  Veterinary  Su^eons,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Sir  Thomas  Gibson- 
Carmichael,  Dr.  Kirquharson,  Lord  Dalkeith,  Mr.  Tennant,  Mr.  Shaw- 
Stewart,  and  ^^r.  Charles  Douglas.  ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...   1 02^^ 

Veterinary  Surgeons  Amendment  Bill -"To  further  amend  the  Law 

relating  to  Surgeons,"  presented,  and  read  the  first  time ;  to  be  read  a 
second  time  upon  Tuesday  next,  and  to  be  printed.     [Bill  128]    ...         ...   102S 

Adjourned  at  five  minutes  after  Twelve  of  the  Clock, 
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Higham  Ferrers  Water  Bill  [h.l.]— The  Queen's  consent  signified;  and 

Bill  reported  from  the  Select  Committee  with  Amendments         1029 

Otlev  Urban  District  Council  Water  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Donegal  Railway  Bill 

[H.L.] ;  Lancashire  Inebriates  Acts  Board  Bill  [h.l.]  ;   Reported  with 
Amendments   ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...  1029 

Crystal  Palace  Company  Bill   [h.l.] — Read  second  time   (according    to 

Older  I    .••  ...  .••  •••  •••  •••  ...  •••  ••«  ...ji  \/^«7 

Maryport  Harbour  Bill  [h.l.] — The  Chairman  of  Committees  informed 
the  House  that  the  promoters  do  not  intend  to  proceed  further  with  the 
BiU.  Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Second  Reading  discharged.  Ordered  that 
the  Bill  be  not  further  proceeded  with         1029 

Bournemouth  Corporation  Bill  [h.l.] — Read  second  time  (according  to 

OaUCJTI        ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  .•••  ...  ...  •••  ...        A.\/^«r 

Rugeley  Gas  Bill — Brought  from  the  Commons ;  read  first  time ;  and  referred 

to  the  Examiners        1029 
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Treaty  Series,  No.  6  (1900) — International  Sanitary  Convention,  signed  at 

Venice,  19th  March  1897  (Ratification  deposited  at  Rome)  1029 

Navy — Naval  Manoeuvres,  1899. 

Trade  Reports — Miscellaneous  Series :  No.  523.  Coal  Crisis  in  Russia        ...  1029 

Banking  and  Railway  Statistics  (Ireland)— Report  for  December,  1899. 

Presented  (by  Command)  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table  1030 

General  Medical  Council  (Receipts  and  Expenditure)— Return  of 
receipts  and  expenditure  of  the  General  Medical  Council  and  of  the 
Branch  Councils  for  England,  Scotland,  and  Ireland ;  also  receipts  and 
expenditure  of  the  Dental  Registration  Fund;  for  the  year  ending 
31st  December,  1899 1030 

Superannuation — Treasiu-y  Minute,  dated  5th  March,  1900,  declaring  that 
Mr.  Edwin  Chadwick,  postmaster,  Dukinfield,  Post  OflSce  Department,  was 
appointed  without  a  Civil  Service  certificate  through  inadvertence  on  the 
part  of  the  head  of  his  department 1030 

Merchant  Shipping  Act,  1894— Orders  in  Council  of  3rd  March,  1900 — I. 
Confirming  certain  bye-laws  made  by  the  Port  Talbot  Pilotage  Board. 
II.  Reducmg  the  dues  leviable  by  the  Trinity  House  of  Kingston-upon- 
Hull  in  respect  of  the  lights  iE  the  Humber  above  that  Port        1030 

Spring  Assizes  Act,  1879 — Two  Orders  in  Council  of  3rd  Maroh,  1900, 

relating  to  Spring  Assize  Counties  Nos.  2  and  3     • 1030 
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Extradition  Acts,  1870  to  1895 — Order  in  Council  of  3rd  March,  1900, 
giving  effect  to  an  Extradition  Treaty  between  Her  Majesty  and  the 
Republic  of  San  Marino         1030 

Foreign  Jurisdiction  Act,  1890 — Order  in  Council  of  3rd  March,  1900, 
entitled  "  The  China  and  Corea  (Supreme  Court)  Order  in  Council,  1900." 
Laid  before  the  House  (pursuant  to  Act),  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table  1030 

London  GtOvernment  Act,  1899  ^Metropolftan  Boroughs) — Drafts  of 
Orders  in  Council  for  the  establisnment  of  the  Metropolitan  Boroughs  of 
Camberwell  and  Westminster,  and  incorporating  the  Councils  thereof,  and 
for  other  purposes  connected  therewith.  Laid  before  the  House  (pursuant 
to  Act),  and  to  be  printed.     (No.  30.)  1030 

Education  (Scotland)  Bill  [h.l.]— [Introduction]. 

Discussion  : — 

The  Secretary  far    Scotland  Lord  Beay         ...         .i.         ...  1045 

(Lord  Balfour  of  BurUigh)  1031         Lord  Balfour  of  Burleigh         ...  1046 
Lord Ttoeedmouth  ...         ...  1043 

Bill  to  amend  and  extend  the  provisions  of  the  law  of  Scotland  on  the 
subject  of  education — presented  by  the  Lord  Balfour ;  read  the  first  time  ; 
and  to  be  printed.     (No.  31.) 

BIRMINGHA3I  University — Affiuation  with  other  Institutions — 
Question,  The  Earl  of  Kimberley ;  Answer,  The  Lord  President  of  the 
Council  (The  Duke  of  Devonshire) 1048 

University  of  London  Statutes — Delay  in  Printing. 

Lord  Beay 1049         The  Prime  Minister  and  Secretary 

The  Duke  of  Devonshire     ...  1050  of  State  for  Foreign    Affairs 

TJie  Earl  of  Kimberley      ...  1051  (The  Marquess  of  Salisbury)  ...   1051 

Lord  Tweednumth  1052 

Palatine  (Jourt  of  Durham  Bill  [h.l.]— [Second  Reading]. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  (The  Earl  of  Halshury)       1052" 

Bill  read  a  second  time  (according  to  order),  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House  on  Monday  next. 

War  Loan  Bill — Brought  from  the  Commons;  read  the  first  time;  to  be 
printed ;  and  to  be  read  a  second  time  on  Monday  next  (The  Marquess  of 
Salisbury) ;  and  Standing  Order  No.  XXXIX  to  be  considered  in  order 
to  its  being  dispensed  with.     (No.  32)         ...         ...  *      ...         ...         ...  1052' 

House  adjourned  at  a  quarter  before  Six  of  the  clock. 
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Pontefract  Park  Bill — Read  the  third  time,  and  passed       1052 

Electric  Power  Bills  (by  Order) — Order  read  for  resuming  Adjourned 
Debate  on  Amendment  to  Question  [15th  March],  "That  the  Committee 
of  Selection  do  appoint  a  Committee,  not  exceeding  Seven  Members,  to 
whom  shall  be  committed  the  following  private  Bills  by  which  it  is  pro- 
posed to  supply  electric  power : — Lancashire  Electric  Power  Bill,  Durham 
(County  of)  Electric  Power  Supply  Bill,  South  Wales  Electrical  Power 
Distribution  Bill,  Tyneside  Electric  Power  Bill  (read  a  second  time  on 
Thursday,  1st  March)." — {Lord  Balcarres,) 

And  which  Amendment  was — 


"  To  leave  oui^  the  words  *  the  Committee  of  Selection  do  appoint  a  Com- 
mittee, not  exceeding  Seven  Members,'  in  order  to  insert  the  words  '  a  Select 
Committee  be  appointed'  instead  thereof." — (Mr,  Galloway.) 

Question  again  proposed,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand 
part  of  the  Question" 

Debate  resumed. 

The  President  of  the  Board   of  Mr.  Oalloway  {Manchester^  S,JF,)  1057 

Trade  {Mr,  Ritchie,  Croydon)     1053  Sir  Henry  Fowler y  {Wolverhamp- 

Mr.  Bryce  {Aberdeen,  8,)  ...  1054  ton,  E.)  1057 

Mr.  John  Ellis  {Nottinghamshire,  Lord  Balcarres  {Lancashire,  Chor- 

Rushcliffe)      1056  ley) 1058 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Main  Question  again  proposed. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  To  leave  out  the  words  *  not  exceeding,*  and  insert  the  word  *  of.'  "Sir 
John  Brtmner.) 

Discussion— 

Mr,  Halsey    {Hertfordshire,  Mr.  Ritchie        1059 

Watford)  1058 

Sir  John  Bnmner  {Cheshire, 

Northmch)        1059 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Main  Question,  as  amended,  put  and  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  of  Selection  do  appoint  a  Committee  of 
Seven  Members,  to  whom  shall  be  committed  the  following  Private  Bills 
by  which  it  is  proposed  to  supply  electrical  power — Lancashire  Electrical 
Power  Bill ;  Burham  (County  of)  Electneal  Power  Supply  Bill ;  South 
Wales  Electrical  Power  Supply  Bill ;  Tyneside  Electric  rower  Bill  (read 
a  second  time  on  Thursday,  1st  March). 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  have  power  to  send  for  persons,  papers, 
and  records. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  be  subject  to  the  Standing  Orders  relative 
to  the  proceedings  of  Committees  on  opposed  Bills  (except  that  fixing  the 
number  of  Members), — {Mr.  Monk), 
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Wolverhampton,  Essington,  and  Cannock  Chase  Junction  Railway 

Bill — Ordered,  That  the  Minutes  of  Evidence  taken  before  the  Conirpitteo 
on  the  Wolverhampton  andEssington  Mineral  Railway  Bill  of  Session 
1898,  and  on  the  London  and  North  Western  (New  Railways)  Bill 
of  Session  1899,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Group  No.  3,  in  respect 
of  the  Wolverhampton,  Essington,  and  Caimock  Chase  Junction  Railway 
Bill. — (Dr.  Farquh/irson)         ...         ...  ...  ...  ...   1060 

Local  Government  (Ikelanp)  riiovisioNAL  Ohdek  (No.  1) — Bill  to  confirm 
a  Provisional  Order  of  the  Local  Government  Board  for  Ireland  relating; 
to  the  town  of  Westport ;  ordered  to  be  brought  in  hy  Mr.  Attorney- 
General  for  Ireland  and  Mr.  Gerald  Balfour. 

Local  OoTernment  (Ireland)  Provisional  Order  (No.   1)  Bill— "To 

confirtii  a  Provisional  Order  of  the  Local  Government  Board  for  Ireland 
relating  to  the  town  of  Westport,"  presented  accordingly,  and  read  the 
first  time  ;  to  be  referred  to  the  E.xaminers  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills, 
and  to  be  printed.     [Bill  129.]  1060 

(Jolonial  Bank  Bill*— Reported,  without  Amendment ;  Report  to  lie  upon  the 

Table.     Bill  to  be  read  the  third  time  1060 

Grantham  Qas  Bill ;  Redhill  Gas  Bill ;  City  and  South  London  Railway  Bill- 
Reported,  with  Amendments ;  Reports  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be 
printed 1060 

Airdrie,  Coatbridge,  and  District  Water  Trust  Bill-  -Reported,  with 

Amendments  ;  Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table  1060 

Osset  Ooxporation  Oas  Bill  ;  Stockport  Corporation  Tramways  Bill ;  Wake- 
field Corporation  Market  Bill — Reported,  with  Amendments  ;  Reports  to 
lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed  1 060 

Private  Bills  (Group  H)--Mr.  Lewis  Fry  reported  from  the  Committee  on 
Group  E  of  Private  Bills ;  That,  to  meet  the  convenience  of  parties,  they 
had  aidjoumed  till  Tuesday  next,  at  half-past  Eleven  of  the  Clock  ;  Report 
to  lie  upon  the  Table 1060 
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Local  Authorities  Officers'  Superannuation  Bill  -Petitions  in  favour, 

from  Yardlev  ;  Worcester  ;  Aberystwyth  ;  and  Hammersmith  ;  to  lie  upon 

tne  1  aoje  ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...    lUol 
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Right  of  Free  Speech — Disturbances  Directed  against  Opponents  of 
THE  War — Wakefield  Riots — Question,  Sir  Wilfrid  Lawson  (Cumber- 
land, Cockermouth) ;  Answer,  Sir  M.  White  Ridley  1076 

PUBLIC  BUSINESS, 
Electoral   Disabilities   (Military   Service)  Bill— As  amended,  in  the 

Committee,  to  be  printed.     [Bill  130]  ...         ...         ...         ...         ...   1076 

XEir  BILLS. 

Salmon  Fisheries  (Ireland)  Acts  Amendment — Bill  to  amend  the  Salmon 
Fisheries  (Ireland)  Acts,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Seton-Karr, 
Mr.  Cornwallis,  Dr.  Rentoul  and  Mr.  Tomlinson. 

Salmon  Fisheries  (Ireland)  Acts  Amendment  Bill— ''To  amend  the 

Salmon  Fisheries  (Ireland)  Acts,"  presented,  and  read  the  first  time ;  to 
l>e  read  a  second  time  upon  Wednesday,  9th  May,  and  to  be  printed. 
I x3m  i«)ii         ...         ...  ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...loio 

Fisheries  (Ireland)  Acts  Amendments  -Bill  to  amend  the  Law  relating  to 
Fisheries  in  Ireland,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Seton-Karr, 
Mr.  Cornwallis,  Dr.  Rentoul,  and  Mr.  Tomlinson. 

Fisheries  (Ireland)  Acts  Amendment  Bill  -"  To  amend  the  Law  relating 

to  Fisheries  in  Ireland,"  presented,  and  read  the  first  time  ;  to  be  read  a 
second  time  upon  Wednesday,  9th  May,  and  to  be  printed.     [Bill  L32)  ...    1076 

Sale  of  Intoxicating  Liquors  to  Children  (Scotland) — Bill  to  prohibit 
the  sale  or  supply  of  exciseable  Licjuors  to  Children  in  Scotland,  ordered 
to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Cameron  Corbett,  Sir  Herbert  Maxwf?ll, 
Mr.  James  Campbell,  Mr.  Baird,  Mr.  Gordon,  Mr.  Hozier,  Mr.  M*Killop, 
and  Mr.  Orr  Ewing 

Sale  of  Intoxicating  Liquors  to  Children  (Scotland)  Bill—''  To  prohibit 

the  sale  or  supply  of  exciseable  liiquors  to  Children  in  Scotland,"  presented, 
and  read  the  first  time  ;  to  be  read  a  second  time  upon  Thursday  next, 
and  to  be  printed.     [Bill  L33]  ...   1077 

Trust  Funds— Bill  to  authorise  the  Investment  of  Trust  Funds  on  the 
security  of  Local  Rates,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Lloyd-George, 
Sir  Walter  Foster,  Sir  James  Woodhouse,  Colonel  Milward,  Mr.  A.  K. 
Lloyd,  Mr.  Kobson,  Mr,  Warr,  and  Mr.  Nussey. 
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Trust  Funds  Bill—"  To  authorise  the  Investment  of  Trust  Funds  on  the 
security  of  Local  Rates,"  presented,  and  read  the  first  time ;  to  be  read  a 
second  time  upon  Tuesday  next,  and  to  l>e  printed.     [Bill  134.] 

Supply  [4th  allotted  day] — Considered  in  Committee — [Mr.  J.  W.  Lowther 
(Cumberland,  Penrith)  in  the  Chair]. 

Army  Estimatrs,  1900-1901. 

1.  Motion  made  and  Question  proposed,  "That  a  sum,  not  exceeding 
£555,000,  be  granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  defray  the  Charge  for  the  Pay, 
etc.,  of  the  Medical  Establishment,  and  for  Medicines,  etc.j  which  will 
come  in  course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of 
March,  1901." 

Discussion  : — 

Dr.  FarqiJuirsan  {Aheideen-  Mr.    ff^ason   {Clacknutnruin    ami 

shire,  JF.)  1078  Kinross)  1086 

Mr.  Piice  {Norfolk,  E.)     ...  1081         Mr.  GaUoivay  {ManchesUi',  S.JF.)  1086 
Mr.  Arnold- Forste^'  {Belfast,  Tlie  Under  Sea'ctary  of  State  for 

W.)       1082  IFar  {Mr.  IFyndhm,  Dover)      1086 

Sir   f Falter   Foster    {Deihy-  Sir  IFaltei' Foster  1089 

ahire^  Ilkeston)   ...  ...  1083         Mr.  Channiag  {Norfhiunptonshire, 

Col.    Blvndell    {Lancashire,  E.)     ...         ...         ...         ...   1090 

Ince)      ...         ...  ...  1086 

Motion  made  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  Item  E  (Cost  of  Medicines) 
be  reduced  by  £100."^ — {Mr.  James  Lowther.) 

Discussion  : — 

Sir  Charles  Dilke  {Gloucester-  Capt.  Jessel  {St.  Pamras^  S.)      ...   1094 

shire^  ForeM  of  Dean)     ...  1092  General    lAinrie    {Pembroke   and 

Mr.  JFyndham       ...         ...  1093  Haverfordwest)           ...          ...   1094 

Mr.   Jam^s  Lowther  {Kent,  Mr.  Bartley  {Islington,  N.)       ...   1094 

Thanet) 1093     *   Col  JFelhy  {Taunton) 1094 

Dr.  Farquharson    ...         ...  1093  Mr.  JFyndhim  ...         ...         ...  1094 

Dr.  Tawner  {Cork  Co.,  Mid)  1093  General    Goldswoithy    {Hammei- 

Mr.  Jeffreys  {Hampshire, N.)  1093  smith)            ...         ...         ...   1095 

Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Original"  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

2.  Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding 
j£2,288,000,  be  granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  defray  the  Charge  for  the  Pay, 
Bounty,  etc.,  of  the  Militia  (to  a  inmiber  not  exceeding  134,571,  includ- 
ing 30,000  Militia  Reserve),  which  will  come  in  course  of  payment  during 
the  year  ending  on  the  3l8t  day  of  March,  1901." 

Sir  Herl)eii  Maxwell  { IFigtonshirv)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...   1096 

'  Motion   made   and   Question    proposed,  *'That  a   sum   not  exceeding 
£2,287,900  be  granted  for  the  said  Service."   -{Mr.  Warner.) 

Dlscuhsion  : — 

Mr.  Bill  {Staffordshire,  LeeJc)  1098  Col.Long{}Forcestershirf, Evesham)  1100 

Major  Rasch  {Essex, S.E.)...  1 099  Mr.  fFyndhum 1 1 00 

Dr.  Farqnharson 1099  General  Laurie 1104 

Sir    John     Colamb     {Great  Mr.  JFarner       ...         ...         ...  1105 

Yarmouth^         ...         ...  1100 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 
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Original  Question  again  proposed. 

Discussion  : — 

Sir  Chas.  Dilke      1 1 05         Mr.  JVyiidham 1 106 

Sir  Albert  RollU  {Islington's,)  1106         Major  Borsch      1106 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

3.  £144,000,  Yeomanry  Cavalry,  Pay  and  Allowances. 
Discussion  : — 

Mr,  W.  F.  D,  Smith  {Strandy  Mr.  RutIierfo7'd  {Lanc^.y  Dariven)  1112 

Westminster)      1107  Mr.  Abel  Smitii  (ChristrJiurcJi) ...  1112 

Mr.  fFyndhdrn       1108  Mr.  Graimm  (St.  Pancras,  Wesi)  1112 

Col.  IVelhy 1109         Mr.  Warner       1113 

Mr.  HemumrHodge  {Oxford-  Capt.  Jessel        1113 

shire^  Henley)     ...         ...   1110  Mr.  Seely  {Lincoln)       ...         ...  1113 

Sir  H.  Camphell'Bannerman  Sir  Albert  Rollit            ...         ...  1114 

{Stirling  Burghs)  ...1110         Mr.  Butcher  {York)       1114 

Mr.  Wyndliam      ...         ...  1111  Mr.  Wyndham  ...         ...         ...  1114 

Col.  KenyonrSlaney  {Shrop- 
shire, NewpoJ't) ...         ...  1111 

Resolution  agreed  to. 

4.  Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding 
£1,230,000,  be  granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  defray  the  Charge  for  Capita- 
tion Grants  and  Miscellaneous  Charges  of  Volunteer  Corps,  including  Pay, 
etc.,  of  the  Permanent  Staff,  which  will  come  in  course  of  payment,  during 
the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March,  1901." 

Discussion  : — 

Sir  Henry  Fletdier  {Sussex^  .,      Mr.  Morrell,  {Oxfordshire^  Wood- 

Lewes)    ...         ...         ...   1115  stock)...         ...         ...         ...   1119 

Mr.  Bryce  {Aberdeen^  S.)  ...   H18         Col.CoUon-Jodrell{CheshireWirral)  1120 

[The  chair  was  at  this  point  taken  by  Mr.  Wodehouse,  Bath.)] 

Mr.  Scott  Montafju  {Hump-  Mr.  Seely           ...         ...         ...  1125 

sliire,  New  Forest)         ...  1121  Mr.  Drage  {Derby)        1127 

Mr.  Chinning        1122  Mr.  Radcliffe  Cooke  {Hereford) ...  1 1 28 

Mr.  Wyndfuim       1122  Sir  John  Cohmb            1130 

Sir  Albert  Ilollit 1123  Dr.  Tanner  {Cork  County,  Mid)  1134 

Sir  Mark  Stewart  {Kirkcud- 
brightshire)           1124 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  '*That  a  sum  not  exceeding 
£1,200,000,  be  gi-anted  for  the  said  service." — {Mr.  Williojii  Bedmond.) 

Discussion  : — 

Mr.    FatiirJc   O'Brien   {Kit-  'Mr.  F.  W.  Wilson  {Norfolk,  Mid)  1142 

kenny) 1141         Mr.  Wyndham 1143 

Mr.  John    Wilson  {Falkirk  Mr.  William  Bedtnoml 1144 

Burghs) 1141 

The  Committee  divided : — Ayes,  8  ;  Noes,  123.     (Division  List  No.  72.) 

JJr.  lannei'  ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ,,,         ...   1144 

Original  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Resolution  to  be  reported  upon  Monday  next. 
Committee  to  sit  again  upon  Monday  next. 
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SUPPLY  [13th  March]  REPORT— Resolutions  reported  :— 

Civil  Services  (Excess),  1898-9. 

1.  "That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  XIO,  be  granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to 
make  good  an  Excess  on  the  Grant  for  Prisons,  England  and  the  Colonies, 
for  the  year  ended  the  3l8t  day  of  March,  1899" 

Army  Estimates,  1900-1901. 

2.  **  That  a  number  of  Laud  Forces,  not  exceeding  430,000  all  ranks,  be 
maintained  for  the  Service  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Bntain  and 
Ireland  at  Home  and  Abroad,  excluding  Her  Nlajesty's  Indian  Possessions, 
during  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March,  1901." 

3.  "  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £15,200,000,  be  fi;ranted  to  Her  Majesty, 
to  defray  the  Charge  for  the  Pay,  Allowances,  and  other  Charges  of  Her 
Majesty's  Army  at  Home  and  Abroad  (exclusive  of  India)  (General  Staff, 
Regiments,  Reserve,  and  Departments),  which  will  come  in  coui*se  of 
payment  during  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March,  1901." 

Resolution  read  a  second  time. 

First  Resolution  agreed  to. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  pi*oposed,  "That  this  House  doth  agree  with 
the  Committee  in  the  Second  Resolution." 

Discussion  : — 

Sir  Charles  Dilke  (Gloucester-  Mr.Buchanan  (AberdeenshirCfE.)     1147 

shire,  Forest  of  Dean)    ...  1146         Sir    Chas,     Cayzer     (Barrow-in- 

Sir    J,     Fergusson     (Man-  Fumess)         ...         ...         ...   1149 

cfiester,  X,E.) 1146         The  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 

Cohnel  Milward  {Warwick-  War  (Mr,    Wymlhamy  Dovei)  1149 

shire,  Straiford-on-Avon...  1148         SirH,  Campbell- Bannerman  (Stir- 

ling  Burghs)...         ...         ...  1153 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Motion  made,  and  Question   proposed,    "That   this  House  doth  agree 
w  ith  the  Committee  in  the  Third  Resolution." 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "That  the  Del>ate  be  now 
adjourned." — (Mr,  Lloyd-George.) 

Discussion  :~ 

Mr,       William       Redmond  Sir  IL  Campbell-Bannerman     ...   1158 

(Clare,  E,)         ...         ...  1156         Mr,  BucJuimm...  .  .         ...   1159 

Mr.  John  Bedmoml  (Water-  Mr.       Caldwell      (Laiiarkshire, 

ford)      ...         ...         ...  1157  Mid)  ...         ...         ...         ...   1159 

The  First  h/rd  of  the  Trea- 
sury (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour, 
Manchester,  E,) 1157 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Debate  to  be  i-esumed  upon  Monday  next. 

Ordered,  That  the  Resolution  which,  \x\yo\\  the  2nd  day  of  this 
instant  March,  was  reported  from  the  Committee  of  Supply,  and  which 
was  then  agreed  to  by  the  House,  be  now  read  : 

"  That  114,800  men  and  boys  be  employed  for  the  Sea  and  Coast  Guaril 
Services  for  the  year  ending  on  the  3l8t  day  of  March,  1901,  including 
18,805  Royal  Marines." 
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That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  provide,  during  twelve  months, 
for  the  discipline  and  regulation  of  the  Army  ;  and  that  Mr.  Wyndham, 
Mr.  Goschen,  and  Mr.  Powell- Williams  do  prepare  and  bring  it  in. 

Army  Annual  Bill —  **  To  provide,  dunng  Twelve  Months,  for  the  Discipline 
and  Regulation  of  the  Army,"  presented  accordingly,  and  read  the  first 
time  ;  to  be  read  a  second  time  upon  Monday  next,  and  to  be  printed. 
ii>mio*^l  ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...xj  Ov/ 

SUPPLY  [15th  March]  MEPOllT.   -Resolution  reported  :— 

Army  (Excesses),  1898-9. 

"That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £100,  be  granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  make 
good  Excesses  of  Army  Expenditure  beyond  the  Grants,  for  the  year 
ended  on  the  31st  day  of  March,  1899." 

Resolutions  agreed  to  ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...  1160 

Census  (Expenses) — Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

Resolved,  That  it  is  expedient  to  authorise  the  payment,  out  of  moneys 
to  be  provided  by  Parliament,  of  any  Expenses  incurred  for  the  purposes 
of  the  Census,  under  any  Acts  of  the  present  Session  for  taking  the  Census 
in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland. — {Mr.  Cluiplin.)  ...         ...         ...         ...  1160 

Resolution  to  be  reported  upon  Monday  next. 

Adjourneil  at  twenty-ftve  miuutes  after  Twelve  of  the  clock. 


LORDS:    MONDAY,   19th  MARCH,  1900. 

PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  acquainted  the  House  that  the  Clerk  of  the 
Parliaments  had  laid  upon  the  Table  the  Certificate  from  the 
Examiners  that  the  Standing  Orders  applicable  to  the  following 
Bill  have  been  complied  with — Metropolitan  Police  Provisional 
Order ;  also  the  Certificate  that  no  Standing  Orders  are  applicable  to 
the  following  Bill — Military  Lands  Provisional  Order.  The  same 
were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table  ...         ...         ...         ...         ...1161 

Standing  Orders  Commitiek  -Report  from :  That  the  Standing  Orders 
not  complied  with  in  respect  of  the  following  Bills  ought  to  be  dispensed 
with — St.  David's  Railway  (Abandonment) ;  Dublin  Electric  Lighting. 
Read  and  agreed  to     ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...   1161 

London  Hydraulic  Power  Company  Bill  [h.l.]— Report  from  the  Select 

Committee  :  That  it  is  not  expedient  to  proceed  further  with  the  Bill     ...   1161 


Birmingham  (King  Edward  the  Sixth)  Schools  Bill  [h.l.]— Committed  1161 
Muirkirk,  Mauchline,  and  Dalmellington  Railways  (Abandonment) 

Bill    [h.l.]  ;     Cork    Electric    Tramways   Bill   [h.l. J — Committed :    The 
Committees  to  be  proposed  by  the  Committee  of  Selection  ...         ...   1161 
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Rh3rmney  Iron  Gompany  Bill  [h.l.] — Kead  second  time  (according  to  order)  1161 

Glyde  Navigation  Bill  [h.l.] — The  Chairman  of  Committees  informed 

the  House,  That  the  promoters  do  not  intend  to  proceed  further  with  the 
Bill :  Order  of  the  Day  for  the  second  reading  discharged  :  Ordered  that 
the  Bill  })e  not  further  proceeded  with         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...1161 

Menstone  Water  (Transfer)  Bill  [h.l.] — Read  thinl  time,  and  passed,  and 

sent  to  the  Commons  .. .         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...   1162 

Pontefract  Park  Bill — Brought  from  the  Commons ;    read  first  time ;   and 

referred  to  the  Examiners      ...         1162 

Dublin  Corporation  Bill ;  Clontarf  Urban  District  Council  Bill — Message 
from  the  Commons,  That  they  have  come  to  the  following  resolution,  to 
which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House,  viz.,  that  it  is  expedient 
that  the  said  Bills  should  be  committed  to  a  Joint  Committee  of  both 
Houses ;   the  said  message  to  be  taken  into  consideration  on  Thursday 

1  l^^^m  V  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  ■•«  #••  •••  •••  •••AA  \^  ^m 

Burnley  Corporation  Bill  Jh.l.]  ;  Newtown  and  Llanllwchaiam  Urban 
District  Gas  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Kingston-upon-Thames  Coi-poration  Bill  [h.l.]  ; 
Kingsion-upon-Thames  Gas  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Bexhill  and  Rotherfield  Railway 
Bill  [h.l]  ;  Dorking  Water  Bill  [h.l.J  ;  Manchester  Ship  Canal  Bill  Fh.l.] 
— Report  from  the  Committee  of  Selection,  That  the  following  Loras  be 
proposed  to  the  House  to  form  the  Select  Committee  for  the  consideration 
of  the  said  Bills,  viz. — E.  Portsmouth,  E.  Komney,  L.  Clifford  of  Chudleigh 
{Chairm<in),  L.  Hatherton,  L.  Seaton ;  agreed  to ;  and  the  said  Lords 
appointed  accordingly.  The  Committee  to  meet  on  Thursday  next,  at 
Eleven  o'clock  ;  and  all  Petitions  referred  to  the  Committee,  with  leave  to 
the  petitioners  praying  to  be  heard  by  counsel  against  the  Bills  to  be  heard 
as  desired,  as  also  counsel  for  the  Bills         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...1162 

RETURNS,  REPORTS,  dtc. 

Miscellaneous,  No.  2  (1900)~Reports  from  Her  Majesty's  Representatives 
abroad  on  the  provision  made  in  foreign  countries  for  the  university 
education  of  Roman  Catholics.  Presented  (by  Command)  and  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  Table  1163 

War  Loan  Bill — Read  second  time  (according  to  Order);  Committee  negatived. 
Then  Standing  Order  No.  XXXIX.  considered  (according  to  Order),  and 
dispensed  with.     Bill  read  third  time  and  passed    ...         ...         ...         ...  1 1 63 

Palatine  Gourt  of  Durham  Bill  [h.l.]— House  in  Committee  (according  to 
Order).  Bill  reported  without  amendment.  Standing  Committee  negatived ; 
and  Bill  to  be  read  third  time  To-morrow    ...         1163 

House  adjonmed  at  twenty-five  minutes  before  Five  of  the  clock. 
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COMMONS :   19TJi  MARCH,  1900. 

"    PRIVATE    BILL  BUSINESS. 

PiiiVATE  Bills  (Standing  Order  62  complied  with)— Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon 
the  Table  Report  from  one  of  the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills, 
That,  in  the  case  of  the  following  Bill,  referred  on  the  First  Reading 
thereof,  Standing  Order  No.  62  has  been  complied  with,  viz.  : — Great 
Western  Railway.     Ordered,  That  the  Bill  be  reaid  a  second  time  ...   1163 

Private  Bills  (Standing  Order  63  complied  with)— Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon 
the  Table  Report  from  one  of  the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills, 
That,  in  the  case  of  the  following  Bill,  referred  on  the  First  Reading 
thereof,  Standing  Order  No.  63  has  been  complied  with,  viz.  : — London 
United  Tramways  Bill.     Ordered,  That  the  Bill  be  read  a  second  time  ...   1163 

Private  Bills  [Lords]  Standing  Orders  not  Previously  Inquired  into 
complied  with — Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon  the  Table  Report  from  one  of 
the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  Thstt,  in  the  case  of  the 
following  Bills  oririnatiiiff  in  the  Lords,  and  referred  on  the  First  Residing 
thereof,  the  Standing  Orders  not  previously  inquired  into,  and  which  are 
applicable  thereto,  have  been  complied  with,  viz.  : — Scottish  Widows' 
Fund  and  Life  Assurance  Society  Byi  [Lords]  •  Universal  Life  Assurance 
J^ociety  Bill  [Lords.]     Ordered,  That  the  Bills  be  read  a  second  time     ...    1164 

Ghristchurch,  Bournemouth,  and  Winton  Tramways  Sill—To  be  rccid 

a  second  time  To-morrow       ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         . .  . . .    1 1 G4 

Metropolitan  Water  Companies  Bill— To  be  read  a  second  time  upon 

Thursday  next  ...         ...         ...  ...  ...         ...  ...         ...   1164 

Bickmansworth  and  Uxbridge  Valley  Water  Bill  [by  Order]— Order  for 

Second  Reading  read.     Sir  F.  Dixon-Hautland  (Middlesex,  Uxbridge)  1164 

Mr,  Hudson  {Ilertfardshirey  Hitchin)  ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...1164 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  committed. 

Shannon   Water   and   Electric   Power  Bill   (By  Order)  -Order  for 
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Dublin  Corporation  Bill  and  the  Clontarf  Urban  District  Council  Bill  be 
committed  to  a  Joint  Committee  of  Lords  and  Commons  ;  that  a  message 
be  sent  to  the  Lords  to  communicate  this  resolution,  and  to  desire  their 
concurrence." — (Mr.  J.  W.  Lowther.) 

Discussion— 
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JV,  B.  Sawerhy) 1168        Serjeant  HemphiU  {Tyrone,  N.)...   1171 

Question  then  put,  and  agreed  to. 
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Irish  Financial  Relations— Government  Stores— Comparative  Outlay 
in  the  Three  Kingdoms — Question,  Mr.  William  Redmond;  Answer, 
3ir.  A,  tj •  j^aiiour        ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...   ii«/o 

Business  of  the  HorsE—Questions,  Mr.  John  Redmond  (Waterford),  Mr. 
Lough  (Islington,  W) ;  Answer,  Dr.  Farquharson  (Aberdeenshire,  W. 

NEJr  ivniT, 

For  the  Borough  of  Finsbury  (HollK)rn  Division),  in  the  room  of  the  Right 
Hon  Sir  Charles  Hall,  K.C.M.Cr.,  Q.C.,  deceased. 

run  Lie  BUSINESS. 

Finance  Bill  [Second  Readin(j]— Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a 
second  time." 

Discussion  :— 

Mr.  Louf/h(hlin{fhn,  Jr.)...  1200  Mr.  AUhmen{Sali$Jmry)           ...  1236 

Mr.  Mendl  {Phjiiwu^li)      ...   120S  S^r  Edgar  Vincent  {Exfter)       ...  1240 

Mr.    Jamr.^   Ijnvfher  {Kent,  Mr  IHli.srm  (Halifax) 1246 

Thanet) 1211  Mr.  Cohen  {hlington,  E.)          ...  1 250 

Sir  IFilliam  Harcmtri  (Man-  Mr.   HoUaml    (Varkshire,    W.Il.^ 

moufhshire,  JF.) 1216  Iloiheiham) ...  1253 

Mr.    Gibson    Bowles  {Lynn  Mr.  Johnsoji- Ferguson  {iMcester- 

Jlegi^)     ...         ...         ...   1227  shire,  Lovghhorangh)  ...         ...  1255 

Mr.  Hahlane   {Haddington-  The  Chuncelbw  of  tlie  Exchequer 

shire)     1232  {Sir  M.Hick.^- Beach, Bristol,  fK)  1256 

Capt.      Prefi/Ttwn     (Suffolk,  Mr.  John  Bedmond  (Waterford)  1264 

IVoodhridge)       1233 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided  .—Ayes,  182  ;  Noes,  30.     (Division  List  No.  73.) 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  committed  for  Thursday. 
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SUPPLY  [13th  March]  REPORT— Order  read,  for  re&uming  Adjourned 
Debate  on  Question  [16th  March],  "That  this  House  doth  agree  with  the 
Committee  in  the  Third  Resolution,  *That  a  sura,  not  exceeding 
£15,200,000,  be  granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  defray  the  Charge  for  the 
Pay,  Allowances,  and  other  Charges  of  Her  Majesty's  Array  at  Home  and 
Abroad  (exclusive  of  India)  (General  Staif,  Regiments,  Reserve,  and 
Departments),  which  will  come  in  course  of  payment  during  the  year 
ending  on  the  Slst  day  of  March,  1901." 

Question  again  proposed. 

Debate  resumed. 

Mr, Lhyd-Georfff  {CarnanH)n,  Mr,  Arnold  F&rstei'  {Belfast y  IF,)  1276 

Borovz/h)           ...         ...  1267         Mr,  Bryn  Uoheris {Camarromhire, 

Sir    John      Colomh     {Great  Eifion)  1279 

Yaimouth)         ...         ...  1268         Commander    Bethel  I    {Yoi'kshire^ 

Mr,    JFarnei'   {Staffordshire,  E,  L\,  Holdemess)     1279 

Lichfield)  1272         Col,  IVelbij  {Taunton) 1 280 

Sir  Chas.  DUke  {Gloucester-  Dr,  Tanner  {Cork  Cmintij,  Mid)  1281 

shire.  Forest  of  Dean)    ...  1274 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

SUPPLY  [16th  March] — Resolutions  reported  :— 

Army  Estimates,  1900  1901. — 1.  "  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £555,000,  be 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  defray  the  Charge  for  the  Pay,  tVc,  of  the 
Medical  Establishment,  and  for  Medicines,  (\:c.,  which  will  corae  in  course 
of  payment  during  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March,  1901." 

2.  "  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £2,288,000,  be  granted  to  Her  Majesty, 
to  defray  the  Charge  for  the  Pay,  Bounty,  <fcc.,  of  the  Militia  (to  a  nurabei- 
not  exceeding  131,571,  including  30,000  Militia  Reserve),  which  will  come 
in  course  of  pavment  during  the  vear  ending  on  the  31st  dav  of  ^farch, 
1901."  '  *  . 

3.  "That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £144,000,  be  granted  to  Her  Majesty, 
to  defray  the  Charge  for  the  Pay  and  Miscellaneous  Charges  of  the 
Yeomanry  Cavalry,  which  will  come  in  course  of  payment  during  the 
year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March,  1901." 

4.  "  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £1,230,000,  be  granted  to  Her  Majesty, 
to  defray  the  Charge  for  Capitation  Grants  and  Aliscellaneous  Charges  of 
Volunteer  Corps,  including  Pay,  etc.,  of  the  Permanent  Staff,  which  will 
come  in  course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of 

^Tj oi\/ii,  i *jyj X      ...  ...  •«.  ...  •••  ...  ...  ...  ...Xa^o^ 

Resolutions  agreed  to. 

WAYS  AND  MEANS  [15th  March]— Resolutions  reported  :—l.  "That, 
towards  making  good  the  Supply  granted  to  Her  Majesty  for  the  ser\'ice 
of  the  years  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March,  1899  and  1900,  the  sum  of 
£466,770  be  grante<l  out  of  the  Consolidated  Fund  of  the  United  Kingdom." 

2.  "  That,  towards  making  good  the  Supply  granted  to  Her  Majesty  for 
the  service  of  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March,  1901,  the  sum  of 
£46,156,500  be  granted  out  of  the  Consolidated  Fund  of  the  United 
Kingdom." 

Resolutions  agreed  to :  Bill  ordered  to  be  brought  in  bv  Mr.  James 
William  Lowther,  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  and  Mr,  Hanbury. 
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Gonsolidated  Fund  (No.  2)  Bill — "  To  apply  certain  sums  out  of  the  Consoli- 
dated Fund  to  the  service  of  the  years  ending  on  the  3 1st  day  of  March, 
1899,  1900,  and  1901,"  presented  accordingly,  and  read  the  First  time  ; 
to  be  read  a  Second  time  to  morrow...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...   1282 

Ce.\sus  [Expenses] — Resolution  reported. 

"  That  it  is  expedient  to  authorise  the  payment,  out  of  moneys  to  Ixi 
provided  by  Parliament,  of  any  Expenses  incurred  for  the  purposes  of 
the  Census,  under  any  Acts  of  the  prciient  Session  for  taking  the  Census 
in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland." 

Resolution  agreed  to  ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...   1 283 

Gensus  (Great  Britain)  Bill — Considered  in  Committee. 

[Mr.  J.  W.  LowTHER  (Cumberland,  Penrith)  in  the  Chair.] 

Mr.  T.  M.  Heahj  (Louth y  X.)       ...         1283 

The  President  of  the  Local   Government  Board  {Mr.   Chaplin^  Lincoln- 

shire,  Sleaford)  ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...  1283 

Dr,  Tanner  {Cork  Co.,  Mid)         •  1283 

Bill  reported  without  Amendment. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  for 
the  Third  time." 

Discussion  :  - 

Mr.  .  Caldwell  (Lanarkshire,  Mr.        JVarner        (Staffordshire, 

Mid)       1284  Lichfield)        1285 

Mr.  Cluiplin          ...         ...  1284  The  Secretary  to  the  Local  Govern- 

Sir  F.  S.  Powell  (JFigan) ...  1284  vieni  Board  (Mr.  T.  IF.  Bu-seU, 

Capt.  Sinclair  (Forfarshire)  1284  Tyrone,  S.)     1285 

Sir    E.    Dear ning- Lawrence 

(Cornvxill,  Truro)  ...  128-1 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to.     Bill  read  the  Third  time,  and  passed. 

Gensus  Ireland  Bill — [Second  Reading]. 

Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 

Motion  made  and  Question  proposed,  **  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a 
second  time." 

Mr.  T.  M.  Hcaly  (Tyrone,  N.) 128^ 

The  Attorney-General  for  Ireland  (Mr.  AtkiTison,  Londonderry)    ..         ...   1285 

Debate  adjourned  till  Thursday. 

Army  Annual  Bill-  [Second  Reading]. 
Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 

Motion  made  and  Question  proposed,  **  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a 
second  time.' 

Mr.  IFarner  (Staffordshire,  Lichjitld)       ...  ...         ...         ...         ...   1 286 

The  Under-Secretary  of  State  fm- IFar  (Mr.  IF yndhatn,  Dover)    ...  ...   1286 

Mr.  Caldwell  (Lanarkshire,  Mid) ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...   1 286 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to 
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(Wicklow,  W.),  Mi.  T.  M.  Healy  (Louth,  N.),  and  Mr.  Patrick  O'Brien 
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Sir  Robert  Grey  Cornish  Mowbray,  Baronet,  for  Borough  of  Lambeth 
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PUBLIC  BUSINESS. 

Selection  (Standinc;  Commiitees)  — Mr.  Halsey  reported  from  the  Committee 
of  Selection  :  That  they  had  discharged  the  following  Member  from  the 
Standing  Committee  on  Trade  (including  Agriculture  and  Fishing), 
Shipping  and  Manufactures — Lord  Balcarres— and  had  appointed  in 
substitution  Mr.  Maclean  ;  report  to  lie  upon  the  Ta])le     ...         ...         ...   1 325 

Message  from  the  Lords— That  they  have  iigreed  to~A\  ar  Loiui  Bill  without 
Amendment ;  that  they  have  passed  a  Bill,  intituled,  **  An  Act  to  authorise 
the  R.iral  Council  of  Wharfedale  to  purchase  the  undertaking  of  the 
Menstone  Waterworks  Company;  and  for  other  purposes"  [Menstone 
Water  (Transfer)  Bill  [Lai'ds]  1 325 

Menstone  Water  (Transfer)  Bill  [h.l.]— Read  for  the  first  time,  and 

referred  to  the  E.\aminer8  of  Pctitiojis  for  Private  Bills 1325 
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Incest — Bill  to  provide  for  the  punishment  of  the  crime  of  Incest,  ordered  to 
be  brought  in  by  Colonel  Dalbiac,  Mr.  Kobert  Cameron,  Mr.  Whittaker, 
Mr.  W.  F.  D.  Smith,  Sir  John  Kennaway,  and  Mr.  Henry  Wilson. 

Incest  Bill — "  To  provide  for  the  punishment  of  the  crime  of  Incest,  pre- 
sented accordingly,  and  read  the  first  time  ;  to  l>e  read  a  second  time  upon 
Wednesday,  9th  May,  and  to  be  printed.     [Bill  136]         1325 

Oons6lidated  Fund  (No.  2)  Bill— [Second  Reading] —Order  for  Second 
Reading  read. 

Motion  made  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a 
second  time." 

Discussion  : — 

Mr,   Javies  LowtJi^r  {Kent,  Sir      H,      Camphell-Bamierman 

Thanet) 1326  {Stirling  Burghs)       1338 

Mr.    McKenna   {Monmouihr  The  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 

shire,  N.)           1329             {Mr.  A.J.BalfouryManchest^, 

The  Financial  Secretary  to  E.) 1340 

the   War   Office  {Mr.   J.  Mr.  Flynn  {Cork,  N.) 1344 

Powell- fniliamSyBirming-  Mr.  Daly  {Monaghan,  S.)         ...  1345 
ham,  }F.)           1331         Mr.  Maddison  {Sheffield,  Bright- 
Mr.  Broadhurst  {Leicester)...  1335            side) 1346 

Mr. Sttuirt-fFortley {Sheffield,  Mr.  Weir  {Ross and  Cromarty)  ...  1347 

Hallam)...         ...         ...  1337         Mr.     Bttchanan     {Aberdeenshire, 

Mr.      Hedderwick      {Wick  E.) 1348 

Burghs) 1338         Mr.  Flavin  {Kerry,  N.) 1349 

Mr.  John  Redmond  {Water- 

ford)       1338 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided  : — Ayes,  274 ;  Noes,  30.     (Division  List  No.  74.) 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  committed  for  To-morrow,  at  Twelve  of 
the  clock. 

Control  of  the  Treasury  over  other  (government  Departments — Mr. 

Gibson  Bowles  (Lynn  Regis) 1353 

Mr.  Tomlinsan  {Preston) 1360 

Attention  called  to  the  fact  that  forty  Members  were  not  present  {Mr. 
Henniker  Heaton,  Canterbury) ;  House  counted,  and  forty  Members  not 
being  present : — 

The  House  was  adjoume<l  at  half  after  Seven  of  the  Clock. 


COMMONS:  WEDNESDAY,  21st  MARCH,  1900. 

PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

Central  London  Railway — Report  [20th  March]  from  the  Select  Committee 
on  Standing  Orders  read. 

Bill  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Sir  Reginald  Hanson  and  Mr.  Alban 
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Railway,  &c.,  Bills — Copy  ordered,  "  of  Report  by  the  Board  of  Trade  iipon 
all  the  Railway,  Canal,  Tramway,  Harbour  and  Tidal  Waters,  Gas, 
Electricity,  and  Water  Bills,  and  Provincial  Orders,  of  Session  1900." — 
{Mr,  Ritchie.) 

Copy  presented  accordingly  ;   to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 
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Local  Authorities  Officers'  Superannuation  Bill— Petitions  in  favour, 

from  Fordingbridge  ;  and  Pusher ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table    ...         ...         ...   1361 

Local  Ctovemment  (Scotland)  Act  (1894)  Amendment  Bill— Petition 

from  Dunfermline,  in  favour;  to  lie  upon  the  Table  ...         ...         ...  1361 

London   Government   Act,  1899 — Petition  from  St.  Mary,  Battersea,  for 

alteration  of  Law  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table     ...         ...         ...         ...         ...   1362 

Parliamentary  Franchise  (Extension  to  Women  Bill— Petition  of  the 

Personal  Rights  Association,  in  favour  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table      ...         .'..   1362 

Private  Bill  Legislation  (Municipal  Trading) — Petition  of  the  London 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  for  inquiry  by  a  Select  Committee ;  to  lie  upon 
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Sale  of  Intozicatinff  Liquors  on  Sunday  Bill—  Petitions  in  favour,  from 

Wootton-under-Edge  ;  Charfield  ;  Kings  wood ;  Stockton-on-Tees  ;  Sutton- 
in-Ashfield  ;  Mansfield  ;  Pleasley  Hill ;  Bristol ;  and  North  Lambeth ;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table       ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...   1362 

Sale  of  Intoxicating  Liquors  to  Children  Bill— Petitions  in  favour,  from 

Manchester ;  Bristol  ;  Sudbury ;  Wirral ;  Hebden  Bridge  ;  Glasgow  ; 
London;  and  Walthamstow  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table  ...         ...         ...   1362 

Sale  of  Intoxicating  Liquors  to  Children  (No.  2)  Bill— Petitions  in 

favour,  from  Clydebank  ;  Sheffield  ;  and  Wycliffe  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table  1 362 

South  African  War — Petition  from  Bristol,  for  cessation  of  hostilities ;  to 

lie  upon  the  Table       1362 

Sunday  Closing  (Monmouthshire)  Bill— Petitions  in  favour,  from  Bede ; 

Woodford  ;  Goole  ;  Werneth  ;  Birchfield  ;  Bristol ;  Great  Ayton  ;  Durham  ; 
Halifiax  ;  Harrogate  ;  Forest  Hill ;  and  Tudhoe  Colliery  ;  to  lie  upon  the 
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Consolidated  Fond  (No.  2)  Bill— Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

Mr.  J.  W.  LowTHER  (Cumberland,  Penrith)  in  the  chair. 

Clause  1  : — 

Mr.  T.  M.  Healy  (Lauth,  N,)  1 362         Mr.  Fhiin  {Kerry,  X.) 1364 

Clause  agreed  to. 

Clause  2  : — 

Question  pi*oposed,  "  That  Clause  2  stand  part  of  the  Bill." 

The  Committee  divided  : — Ayes,  98 ;  Noes,  10.     (Division  List  No.  75.) 

Question  proposed  :  "  That  Clause  3  stand  part  of  the  Bill." 

Mr.      IFeir       {Ross      and  The    Financial  Secretary  to  the 

dromarty)  ...         ...   1365  Treasury  {Mr.   Hanhury, 

Preston)         ...         ...         ...   1365 

Clause  agreed  to. 

Remaining  clauses  agreed  to. 

Bill  reported,  without  Amendment ;  to  be  read  the  third  time  To-morrow. 

Merchant  Shipping  (Liability  of  Shipowners)  Bill  [Second  Reading]— 

Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  the  Bill  be  read  a  second 
time." — {Mr.  Charles  MarArthvr.) 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  To  leave  out  all  the  wordA  after  the  word  *  That/  in  order  to  add  the 
words  *  this  Hoime  does  not  consider  it  would  be  eqaitable  to  pass  a  Bill 
extending  the  limitation  of  the  liability  of  the  owners  of  shiiw  to  clamis  for  loss 
or  damage  to  property  on  land  without  a  reciprocal  limitation  of  liability  in 
favour  of  the  owners  of  such  property  for  loss  or  damage  caused  to  ships.  — 
{Sir  William  Houldmcorth.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part 
of  the  Question." 

Discussion  : — 

Sir  Albert^  Eollit  {Islingtany  Mr.  JVarr  ( Liverpool,  East Toxitth)  1384 

S.)        ^ 1373        Mr.   Havelock    Wilsm  {MidcUes- 

Mr.  PUtti'Higgins  {Salfard,  brough)  1387 

.V.)        1378        Mr.  Ure  {Linlithgow) 1389 

Mr.      Provand      {Glasgow,  The  Attorney  General  {Sir  Eichard 

BlarJcfriars)       1379  Webster,  Isle  of  Wight)  ...   1392 

Sir FoiiescueFlannery  {York-  Sir  R.  T.  Reid  {Dumfries Burghs)  1396 

shire,  Shipley)    ...         ...  1381         Mr.    Maelver    {Liverpool,  Kirk- 
Mr.     Harrington     {Dublin,  dale)  ...         ...         ...         ...   1399 

Harbour)  1383 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Main  Question  again  proposed. 

Discussion  :— 

Mr.  Bryce  {Aberdeen,  S.)  ...   1402         Mr.  Field  {Dublin,  St.  Patrick)      1404 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  committed  to  the  Standing  Committee  on 
Law,  etc. 
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Workmen's  Compensation  Act  (1897)  Extension  Bill  [Second  Reading] — 
Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 

Discussion  : — 

Mr.    Grant  Lawson    (Vmk-  Sir  Samuel  Hoare  (Norwich)     ...  1417 

shire,  Thirsk)     1408         Mr.  F.  IF.  mison  (Norfolk,  Mid)  1419 

Sir  William  Harcmirt  (Mon-  Col.  Lochvood  (Essex,  Epping)  ...  1419 

nwuihshire,  jr.\  ...  1410         Mr.   Ifavelork   Wilson  (Middles- 

The  Secretanj  oj  State  for  brough)  ...         ...         ...  1421 

the  Home  Department  (Sir  Sir   IF.   Thoibin-n    (Peebles  and 

M.  IJliite  Piidley,  I/incs.  Selkirk)  1421 

Blackpool)  1411         Mr.  Jeffreys  (Hampshire,  N.)   ...  1422 

Mr.  Tennant  (Beiwickshire)  1414         Lord     IVilloughby      de     Eresby 

Col.   Kenyon-Slaney  (Shop-  (Lincolnshire,  Homcastle)      ...  1423 

shire,  Newport) 1415         Mr.  Asquith  (Fije,  East)  ...  1424 

Sir  James  Joicey  (Durham,  Mr.  Kenyan  (Lancashire,  Bury)  1425 

Chester-le^Street) 1416 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  committed  to  the  Standing  Committee  on 
Trade,  etc. 

Compensation  for  Damage  to  drops  Bill — Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 

Motion  made  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a 
second  time." 

Mr.  Warner  (Staffordshire  Lidifield)    ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...   1426 

Mr.  Jeffreys  (Hampshire,  N.)  ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...  1426 

Mr.  Caldwell  (Lanarkshire,  Mid)         1426 

It  being  half-past  Five  of  the  clock,  the  Debate  stood  adjourned. 

Debate  to  be  resumed  upon  Wednesday  next. 

Boilers  Registration  and  Inspection  (No.  2)  Bill—Order  for  Second 

Reading  read,  and  discharged.     Bill  withdrawn      ...         ...         ...         ...  1 427 

Highways  and  Bridges  Act  (1891)  Amendment  Bill— Considered  in 

Committee.    (In  the  Committee.)    Clause  2  : — Committee  report  progress ; 

to  sit  again  To-morrow  ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...   1427 

Colonial  Solicitors  Bill  —  Second  Reading  —  Order  for  Second  Reading 
proposed. 

Mr.  Hedderwick  ( Wick  Burghs)  ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...   1 427 

Bill  read  a  second  time  and  committed  for  To-morrow. 

« 

MiDWiVES  (Expenses) — Committee  to  consider  of  authorising  the  payment, 
out  of  moneys  to  be  provided  by  Parliament,  of  such  expenses  as  the 
Treasury  may  certify  to  have  been  necessarily  incurred  by  the  General 
Medical  Council,  under  any  Act  of  the  present  session,  to  secure  the 
better  training  of  midwives,  and  to  regulate  their  practice  (Queen's 
Recommendation  signified).  To-morrow. — (Sir  John  Gorst) ...         ...         ...  1 427 

Public  Petitions  Committee — First  Report  brought  up,  and  read;  to  lie 

upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed     ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...   1427 
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Great  Northern  Railway  Bill ;  Hartlepool  Gas  and  Water  Bill ;  Cheshire 
Lines  Committee  Bill ;  Spalding  Urban  District  Council  (Water)  Bill ; 
Wetherby  District  Water  Bill.  Reported,  with  Amendments ;  Reports 
to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed      ...         ...         ...         ...         ...  1428 

Municipal  Trading  Committee— On  the  motion  for  the  adjournment  of  the 
House — 

Discussion  : — 

Sir  Henry  Fmvler  {JVolver-  Mr.  GaUaway  (Maruhester,  S,fF.)  1430 

lidmpUm)  1428        The  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 

Mr,  Cohen  (Islinatan,  E,) ...  1428  (Mr,  A,  J,  Balfour ^  Manchester^ 

Mr,  John  Bums  (Baiiersfa)  1428  E,)     1430 

Mr,  Jonathan  Samuel  {Stock-  Mr,  T,  M Healy  {Louth,  N,)    ...  1431 

ton)        1429        Mr,  A,  J,  Balfour        1432 

Mr,   Banbury    {Cambeitoellj 

Peckham)  1430 

Adjourned  at  ten  minutes  before  Six  of  the  clock. 
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PUBLIC   BILLS 

DEALT    WITH    IN    VOLUME    LXXX. 

Those  marked  thus  *  are  Gk)yernment  Bills.  The  figures  in  parentheses  in  the 
last  column  refer  to  the  page  in  this  volume.  "  [H.L.]  "  following  title  indicates  that 
the  Bill  was  originated  in  tne  Lords. 


(A.)    House  of  Lords. 


Title  of  BUL 


Brought  in  by 


Progrev. 


♦Census  (Great  Britain) 

Copyright  [h.l.] 

Copyright(Artistic)[H.L.] 
♦Education      (Scotland) 

[H.L.] 

♦Lunacy  [h.l.] 

Midwives  [h.lJ 
Militia  Ballot  [ku] 
Money  Lending  [h.l.] 


♦Palatine  Court  of  Dur- 
ham [h.l.] 


Public  Libraries  [h.l.] 
Trawlers*      Certificates 

Suspension  [h.l.] 
♦War  Loan 


Youthful    Offenders 
[h.l.] 


Marquess  of  Salisbury 

Lord  Monkswell 

Lord  Monkswell 

Lord  Balfour  of  Burleigh 

The  Lord  Chancellor 

Lord  Glenesk 

Earl  of  Wemyss 

Lord  James  of  Hereford 


The  Lord  Chancellor 


Lord  Windsor 
Earl  of  Comperdoum 

Marquess  of  Salisbury 


Lord  James  of  Hereford 


Read  1«  20  Mar.  (1291) 
Read  1«  5  Mar.  (4) 
Read  1«  5.  Mar.  (4) 
Read  1«  16  Mar.  (1031) 

Report  5  Mar.  (14) ;  Read  3« 
8  Mar.  (337) 

Read  1«  9  Mar.  (477) 

Read  1«  9  Mar.  (476) 

Committee,  5  Mar.  (13) ; 
Report  from  Standing 
Committee,  13  Mar.  (699) ; 
Report,  15  Mar.  (895) 

Read  1«  13  Mar.  (699) ;  Read 
2»  16  Mar.  (1052);  Com- 
mittee, Report,  19  Mar. 
(1163);  Read  3«  20  Mar. 
(1291) 

Read  2"  9  Mar.  (472) 

Read  1«  12  Mar.  (561) 

Read  1*  16  Mar.  (1052); 
Read  2"  and  3«  19  Mar. 
(1163) 

Read  2«  5  Mar.  (4);  Com- 
mittee, 12  Mar.  (555); 
Reported  from  Standing 
Committee,  20  Mar.  (1291) 


(B.)    House  of  Commons. 


No. 


121 
81 

135 


76 


TiUc  of  BUI. 


Agricultural  Holdings 
Ancient     Monuments    Protec- 
tion 
♦Army  Annual 


Bakehouses  (Hours  of  Labour) 


Brought  in  by 


Mr,  Long 
Lord  Balcarrr^ 


Mr,  JFoods 


Read  1M2  Mar.  (599) 
Read  2^  7  Mar.  (330) 

Read  V  16  Mar. 
(1160);  Read  2« 
19  Mar.  (1286) 

Second  Reading  (ad- 
journed) 19  Mar. 
(1288) 


(  cxxviii  ) 
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123 
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Title  of  Bill. 


Brought  In  by 


1 

Boilers    Registration   and 
spection 

In- 

Mr,  Fenwick 

88 

Boilers   Registration    and 
spection  (No.  2) 

In-I 

Sir  jr.  Hmddiiworth 

107 

Boilers    Registration   and 
spection  (No.  3) 

In- 

Mr.  Prtyvantl 

93 

*Cens\is  (Great  Britain) 

Mr.  Chaplin 

*Census  (Ireland) 


Mr,  Atkinson 


125 
106 
130 

115 


132 

82 


136 

118 

13 


119 
3 

8 

126 

23 


15 

127 
91 


Colonial  Solicitors 


Compensation  for  Damage  to 
Crops 

♦Consolidated  Fund  (No.  2) 


Mr.  Hedderwick 


Mr.  Jeffreys 


*Dogs  Regulation 
*Erectoral    Disabilities    (Mili- 
tary Service) 


} 


♦Finance 


Fisheries  (Ireland)  Acts  Amend- 
ment 

Highways  and  Bridges  Act 
(1891)  Amendment 


Mr.  Long 

Sir  M.  White  Ridley 


Mr.  J.  JF.  Lowtker 


Mr.  SeUm-Karr 


Mr.  Jefferys 


Incest 
*Land  Charges  [h.l.] 
"       "  "  (Sc 


Col.  DalbiiAC 


Local  Government  (Scotland)  *      Mr.  Nicol 


♦Lunacy  [h.l.] 

Merchant  Shipping  (Liability 
of  Shipowners) 

Mid  wives 
♦Naval  Reserve  (Mobilisation) 

Old  Age  Pensions 


Outdoor       Relief       (Friendly 

Societies) 
Petroleum 
♦Police  Reservists  (Allowances) 


Sir  DoTvald  Cunie 

Mr.  Tatton  Egerion 
Mr.  Macartney 


Progreaa. 


Order  for  Second 
Reading  withdraw^n 
7  Mar.  (266) 

Bill  withdrawn  21  Mar. 
(1427) 

Bill  withdrawn  8  Mar. 
(403) 

Read  2^  9  Mar.  (497) ; 
Comnrfttee  15  Mar. 
(995) ;  Committee, 
Report,  Third  Read- 
ing 19  Mar.  (1283) 

ReadlM2Mar.(598); 
Second  Reading 
(adjourned)  1 9  Mar. 
(1285) 

Read  P 13  Mar.  (745); 
Read  2"*  21  Mar. 
(1427) 

Second  Reading  (ad- 
journed) 21  Mar. 
(1426) 

Read  P  19  Mar. 
(1283);     Read    2^ 

20  Mar.     (1326) ; 
Committee,  Report, 

21  Mar.  (1362) 
Read  1"  15  Mar.  (985) 
Read  2^  8  Mar.  (403) ; 

Committee  15  Mar. 

(1019) 
Read  V  7  Mar.  (330) ; 

Read    2"   19    Mar. 

(1200) 
ReadlM6Mar.(1076) 

Read2M4Mar.(892); 
Committee,       Pro- 

fress  reported,  21 
lar.  (1427) 
Iieadl*'20Mar.(1325) 
Read  P  9  Mar.  (495) 
Second  Reading  (ad- 
journed) 14  Mar. 
(891) 
Read  P  9  Mar.  (495) 
Read2*^21Mar.(1366) 

Read  2"  9  Mar.  (535) 
Read  P  15  Mar.  (986) 


Sir  Fortescm  Flannery  \  Second   Reading  (ad- 
journed)    7     Mar. 


Mr.  Crallmvay 


(312) 
Bill  withdrawn  7  Mar. 

(312)  '     ' 

Mr.  Ure  I  Read  P15  Mar.(ld2d) 

Sir  M.  White  Bidley    i  Read  2"  9  Mar.  (496) 


(  cxxix  ) 
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nUe  of  Bill. 


Brought  in  by 


112  I  Prof essional  Accountants 
100     Public  Health 


Mr,  Tondinson 
Mr,  Thornton 


1 24  '  Rivers  Pollution  Prevention  Sir  Francis  Powell 

30     Roman    Catholic     Disabilities     Mr.  Flavin 

Removal 

I 

133     Sale  of  Intoxicating  Liquors  to     Mr,  Cameron  Corbett 

Children  (Scotland) 
3b     Sale  of  Intoxicating  Liquors  to     Mr.  Souttar 
ChUdren  (No.  2) 


131      Salmon  Fisheries  (Ireland)  Acts 

Amendment 
117     Shop  Hours  Acts  Amendment 
57     Shops 


Mr.  Seion-Karr 

Mr.  Provjnd 
Sir  Charles  Dilke 


2     Sunday    Closing    (Monmouth-     Mr,  Spicer 
shire) 


113     Tiends  (Scotland) 
116     Truck  Acts  Amendment 
134  '  Trust  Funds 
64     Vagrants'  Children  Protection 


Mr.  Nicol 
Mr.  Broadhurst 
Mr.  Lloyd- George 
Mr.  Drage 


Progron. 


128     Veterinary   Suigeons   Amend-     Sir    T.     Gibson-Car- 

ment  michael 

114   ♦War  Loan  Bill  Mr.  J.  W.  Uwiher 


Workmen's  Compensation  Act  >  Mr.  Harry  Foster 
(1897)  Extension  I 


Read  1"  6  Mar.  (222) 
Second  Reading  (ad- 
journed)   15    Mar. 
(1027) 
Read  V  13  Mar.  (745) 
Second   Reading  (ad- 
journed)   19    Mar. 
(1287) 
ReadM6Mar.(1077) 

Read  2'' 9  Mar.  (517); 
Committee,  Pro- 
gress reported,  12 
Mar.  (696) 

ReadlM6Mar.(1076) 

Read  VI  Mar.  (33n 
Order      for      Second 
Reading       read  ; 
House    adjourned : 
6  Mar.  (263) 
Read  2  14  Mar.  (823); 
Committee,       Pro- 
gress reported,   15 
Mar.  (1028) 
Read  1*  6  Mar.  (222) 
Read  P  7  Mar.  (331) 
Readll6Mar.(1077) 
Second   Reading  (ad- 
journed)   19    Mar. 
(1287) 
Read  1"  15  Mar.(  1028) 

Read  V  7  Mar.  (330) ; 

Read    2^  13    Mar. 

(745) ;  Committee, 

Report,     14     Mar. 

(892) ;  Read  3"  15 

Mar.  (986) 
Read2''21Alar.(1405) 
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HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 
Monday,  5th  March,  1900. 


PRIVATE   BILL   BUSINESS, 


The  Lord  Chancellor  acquainted 
the  House  that  the  Clerk  of  the  Parlia- 
ments had  laid  upon  the  Table  the  Certi- 
ficate from  the  Examiners  that  the  Stand- 
ing Orders  applicable  to  the  following  Bill 
have  been  complied  with  : 

Donegal  Railway  [h.l.]. 

The  same  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
Table. 

STANDING  ORDERS  COMMITTEE. 

Report  from.  That  the  Standing  Orders 
not  complied  with  in  respect  of  the 

Barnsley  Corporation  Bill  [h.l.] 

ought  to  be  dispensed  with  and  the  Bill 
allowed  to  proceed,  provided  that  Clauses 
17  to  47  rmating  to  tramways  be  struck 
out  of  the  Bill 

That  the  Standing  Orders  not  complied 
with  in  respect  of  the  petition  for  addi- 
tional provisions  i&  the 

Caledonian  Railway  Bill  [h.l.] 

ought  to  be  dispensed  with,  and  leave 
given  to  the  Committee  on  the  Bill  to 
insert  the  additional  provision. 

VOL.  LXXX.        [Fourth  Series.] 


That  the  Standing  Orders  not  complied 
with  in  respect  of  the 

Newry,  Ready,  and  Tynan  Light  Rail- 
way Bill 

ought  to  be  dispensed  with,  provided 
that  the  words  in  Clause  21  of  the  Bill 
"  or  the  Urban  Council  may,  if  they  so 
think  fit,  include  the  amount  to  be  raised 
by  such  rate  in  the  sums  to  be  raised  by 
means  of  the  Newry  Town  Rate,  and 
such  amount  shall  accordingly  be  raised 
as  part  of  the  Newry  Town  Rate,  and  in 
such  case  any  statutory  or  other  limit  of 
the  Newry  Town  Rate  shall  not  apply 
in  respect  of  the  amount  so  to  be  raised  '' 
be  struck  out  of  the  Bill. 

That  the  Standing  Orders  not  complied 
with  in  respect  of  the 

Aberdeen  Corporation  Tramways  Bill 

ought  to  be  dispensed  with,  provided  that 
the  powers  to  construct  Tramway  No.  6 
be  struck  out  of  the  Bill. 

That  the  Committee  have  considered 
the  special  report  from  the  examiner  in 
respect  of  the 

Great  Grimsby  Street  Tramways  Bill 

[H.L.], 

and  are  of  opinion  that  the  further 
Standing  Orders  applicable  to  the  Bill 
have  been  complied  with. 

Read,  and  agreed  to. 
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CORK,  BANDON,  AND  SOUTH    COAST 
RAILWAY    BILL    [h.l.]. 

CommitteA 

BARRY    RAILWAY    (STEAM    VESSELS) 

BILL    [H.L.]. 

BEXHILL    AND    ROTHERFIELD    RAIL- 
WAY BILL  [H.L.]. 

DORKING    WATER    BILL    [H.L.]. 

LIVERPOOL    OVERHEAD   RAILWAY 

BILL   [H.L.]. 

MANCHESTER  SHIP  CANAL  BILL  [H.L.].  j  

SOUTH    ESSEX    WATER    BILL    [H.L.].    J  YOUTHFUL    OFFENDERS    BILL    [H.L  ]. 


COPYRIGHT  BILL  [H.L.].    (No  18.) 

A  Bill  to  amend  and  consolidate  the 
law  relating  to  literary  cop3aight :  And 

COPYRIGHT  (ARTISTIC)  BILL  [H.L.]. 

(No.  19.) 

A  Bill  to  amend  and  consolidate  the 
law  relating  to  artistic  copyright. 

AVere  presented  by  the  Lord  Monks  well : 
read  1" ;  and  to  be  printed. 


GREAT  CENTRAL  RAILWAY  BILL 

[H.L.]. 

GLASGOW  AND    SOUTH-WESTERN 
RAILWAY    BILL    [H.L.]. 

NORTH  BRITISH  RAILWAY  BILL  [H.L.]. 

MIDLAND     GREAT     WESTERN    RAIL- 
WAY OF    IRELAND    BILL    [h.l.]. 

Committed.     The   Committees    to    be 
proposed  by  the  Committee  of  Selection. 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 


UNIVERSITY  OF  LONDON  ACT,  1898. 
Report  to  accompany  Statutes  and 
Regulations  made  by  the  Commissioners 
appointed  under  the  University  of  Lon- 
don Act,  1898:  together  with  an 
appendix  of  correspondence. 

TREATY  SERIES,  No.  5  (1900). 
Proces-verbal  recording  the  accession  of 
the  Russian  Empire  to  the  Cape  Spartel 
International  Lighthouse  Convention  of 
31st  March,  1865;  signed  at  Tangier, 
31st  May,  1899. 

TRADE  REPORTS. 
Annual  Series  :  No.  2386.     Finances  of 
the  Netherlands,  for  the  year  1899-1900. 

Presented  (by  command),  and  ordered 
tQ  lie  on  the  Table. 

WESTERN  AUSTRALIA. 

The  Constitution  Acts  Amendment  Act 
1899.     No.  XIX. 

The  Electoral  Act,  1899.     No.  XX. 

Laid  before  the  House  (pursuant    to 
Act),  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table. 


[Second  Reading.] 

Order  of    the    Day    for    the    Second 
Reading  read. 

*LoRD  JAMES  OF  HEREFORD :  My 
Lords,  I  have  some  confidence  that  this 
Bill  will  receive  not  only  your  unanimous 
but  your  cordial  support.  The  object  of 
the  measure  as  proposed  now  for  Second 
Reading  is  to  keep  yoimg  children  out  of 
prison,  and  thereby  not  only  to  relieve 
them  from  a  punishment  oftentimes  of  a 
most  severe  and  injurious  character,  but 
also,  it  is  hoped,  to  diminish  the  numl)er& 
of  the  criminal  class.  It  is  gratifying,, 
of  course,  to  know  how  ereat  has  been 
the  diminution  of  crime  of  late  years.  If 
we  take  the  twenty  years  from  1878  to 
1898,  the  number  of  persons  convicted 
for  indictable  offences  at  assizes  and 
quarter  sessions  fell  from  16,.000  to- 
ll,000,  whilst  from  1880  to  1898  the 
number  of  summary  convictions  fell  by 
as  many  as  10,000.  Various  causes  havo 
contributed  to  bring  about  this  result — 
the  prosperity  of  the  country,  full  em- 
ployment, increased  wages,  the  lower 
price  of  provisions,  education,  and  greater 
sympathy  between  the  classes*  All  these 
have  tended  to  diminish  the  number  of 
the  criminal  class.  But  still  there  is 
opportunity  for  doing  much  more  to  check 
the  supply  of  habitual  offenders,  and  it  is 
for  that  purpose  that  this  Bill  is  designed. 
The  habitual  offender  is  a  difficult  person 
to  deal  with.  It  is  most  difficult  to  effect 
a  complete  change  in  his  habit  of  life^ 
but  if  we  can  stop  the  supply  to  this 
class,  if  we  accept  the  old  Latin 
saying  that:  "It  is  better  to  seek  the 
fountain  than  intercept  the  rivulets,''  we 
shall  thereby  diminish  the  recruiting, 
power  of  the  criminal  class,  and  gradually 
prcTent  the  habitual  offender  coming  into> 
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existence  at  all.     The  object  of  this  Bill 
is  to  substitute  a  punishment  other  than 
that  of  imprisonment  upon  young  persons 
under  sixteen  years  of  age.      A  great 
deal  has  been  done    in    this    direction 
of     late    years,     but     still     something 
remains    to    be    done.       During     1899 
177  children  under  fourteen  years  of  age, 
many  of  them  under  twelve  years  of  age, 
were  committed  to  prison,  and  they  have  j 
remained  in  prison  for  seven  and  fourteen  , 
days,  and  even  six   weeks,   for  offences ! 
which  I  do  not  think  could  be  judged  to  I 
represent  crime  at  all.     In  1879  my  noble  i 
friend  Lord  Cross,  who  was  then  Home  I 
Secretary,  passed  through  the  Legislature 
a  valuable  measure  called  the  Summary 
Jurisdiction  Act.   By  that  Act  magistrates 
have  the  power  to  substitute  for  imprison- 
ment the  pimishment  of  whipping  upju 
children  in  respectof  certain  offences — only 
some  three  or  four  are  mentioned  in  the 
schedule  of  that  Act.     In  the  Bill  which 
was  introduced  last  year  by  the  Govern- 
ment   it   was   proposed  to   extend   that 
power,  not  only  to  the  offences  mentioned 
in  the  Act  of  1879,  but  to  all  indictable 
offences  except  murder  and  manslaughter. 
That  Bill  receivedyour  Lordships^approval, 
but  did  not  pass   through   the  House  of 
Commons.      It  is  somewhat  remarkable 
that,    whilst    that    Bill  was  proceeding 
through    your  Lordships'  House,   a   BiU 
came  up  from  the  House  of  Commons, 
introduced    by   Mr.    Bryn    Roberts,    in 
which  it  was  proposed  that  certain  indict- 
able offences  should  be  dealt  with  summarily 
by   the   magistrates.       The    power   was 
extended  to  cases  of  larceny,  embezzle- 
ment,    and     false    pretences.       I    took 
advantage,  on  behalf  of  the  Home  OflSce, 
of  that  Bill,  but  I  was  only  able  to  deal, 
in  that  Bill,  with  indictable  offences,  and 
a  clause  was  inserted  and  approved  by  this 
House  by  which  the  power  of  whipping 
young  persons   under  fourteen  years  of 
age  was  given  in  respect  of  all  indictable 
offences.  That  is  how  the  law  stands  under 
the  Act  of  last  year,  the  two  exceptions 
being  the  offences  of  murder  and   man- 
slaughter.    As  the  measure  dealt  with 
indictable  offences  only,  I  felt  that  there 
was  no  power  to  deal  in  that  Bill  with 
summary  offences.     Therefore  the  law  is 
in  the  anomalous  position  that,  while  a 
magistrate  can  inflict  the  punishment  of 
whipping    in    lieu    of  imprisonment  on 
young  offenders  convicted   of  the  most 
serious  indictable  offences,  he  has  not  the 
power    of    so    dealing    with    summary 


convictions.       What     is      the      result? 
The       Legislature       has      of      recent 
years  extended  the  power  of  local  authori- 
ties to  make   bye-laws  to  regulate  the 
different  localities  over  which  those  bodies 
have  control.      These  bye-laws  refer  to 
the  proper  control  of  traffic,  etc.,  and  some 
of  them  deal  with  such  venial  offences  as 
playing  football  in  the  streets.     Infringe- 
ments   of    these    bye-laws    by    children 
cannot  be  called  crimes  ;  yet,  in  default 
of   payment    of  fines,   children   brought 
before  the  magistrate  for  offences  of  this 
kind  have  to  be  sent  to  prison  for  days 
and  even  weeks.     The  magistrate  has  no 
power     to    inflict    the     punishment     of 
whipping    upon    a  child    who    commits 
an    offence    of    this    kind,    whereas   he 
can  do  so  in  the  case  of  a  boy  convicted 
of  burglary  and  other  indictable  offences. 
To  send  a  child  of  timid  disposition  to 
prison  is  a  terrible  punishment.     I  may 
mention  to  your  Lordships,  as  I  did  in 
introducing  this  Bill  last  year,  that  the 
Home    Office  have    received  complaints 
from  time  to  time  that  the  screams  of  the 
children  throughout  the  night  have  pre- 
vented the  other  prisoners  from  getting 
any   sleep.     A  complaint  on  the  matter 
was  made    by   certain    defendants  who 
were   sent    to    Holloway  in    respect   of 
affairs  in  South  Africa,   and  the  Home 
Office  have  ordered  that  the  cells  in  which 
children  are  confined  shall  have  doors  so 
constructed  that  they  shall   be  able  to 
see  into  the  corridor  and  so  get  rid  of  the 
alarm  caused  by  being  placed  from  six 
o'clock  in  the  evening  till  six  o'clock  in 
the  morning  in  a  dark  cell  without  being 
able  to  see  anything.     If  the  child  is  not 
timid  and  frightened,  if  he  is  disposed  to 
resist  the  cruelty  of  his  punishment,  he 
becomes    hardened-  and    accustomed  to 
prison  life,   and   it   ceases   to   have  any 
terror  for  him.     It  is  from  such  that  the 
class  to  whom  I  have  referred,  the  habitual 
offenders,  is  recruited,  and  thus  it  is  that 
the  ranks  of  our  criminals  are  filled  up 
and  still  continue  to  be  far  more  numerous 
than  they  ought  to  be.     I  have  explained 
to  your  Lordships  the  particular  object  of 
this  Bill.  There  may  be  some  who  object  to 
the  infliction  of  the  punishment  of  flogging. 
There  are  men  who  think  that  flogging 
is   not  a  wise  punishment,   and  that  it 
amounts  to  cruelty  ;   but  the  punishment 
suggested  in  thia  Bill  is  of  a  kind  which 
cannot  cause  any  suggestion  to  be  made 
that  it  represents  cruelty.     It  is  a  punish- 
ment of  the  mildest  character,  regulated 
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according  to  the  age  of  the  child,  and  it 
must  be  inflicted  in  the  presence  of  the 
child's  parent  or  guardian.  Such  will  be 
the  main  result  of  the  Bill,  but  other 
matters  have  to  be  dealt  with  too.  Great 
difficulty  is  experienced  in  the  case  of 
remands.  Take  the  case  of  a  young 
child  of  11  or  12  years  of  age.  The 
magistrate  has  to  deal  with  him,  but  as 
witnesses  are  not  present  a  remand  is 
necessary.  What  is  to  be  done  ?  At 
once  you  get  the  infliction  of  the  punish- 
ment of  imprisonment  if  you  remand  the 
child  to  prison,  and  all  the  evils  which  are 
sought  to  be  guarded  against  in  this  Bill 
come  into  play.  What  this  Bill  proposes 
is  that  the  magistrate  shall  have  the 
power,  if  it  is  necessary  to  remand  a 
youthful  offender  in  order  to  determine 
whether  he  shall  be  committed  for  trial  or 
punished  or  not,  of  placing  him  in  the 
custody  of  a  married  constable  or  any 
fit  person  willing  to  receive  him.  It  is  a 
sort  of  criminal  out-door  relief.  The 
person  to  whom  the  child  is  entrusted  will 
be  answerable  for  his  re-appearance  when 
the  period  of  remand  expires.  This  pro- 
posal necessitates  a  little  expenditure,  for 
which  the  parent  may  be  made  answerable, 
but,  failing  that,  I  am  glad  to  say  that  on 
this  occasion  the  Treasury  have  not  inter- 
fered in  the  exercise  of  the  powers  of 
the  Constitution,  and  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  has  agreed  to  the  payment 
of  6s.  a  week  in  respect  of  each  child  so 
treated.  This  proposal  will  not  only 
prove  of  great  advantage  to  the  child,  but 
also  to  the  prison  authorities,  for  nothing 
can  interfere  more  with  the  good  government 
of  our  prisons  than  the  sending  to  them  of 
these  young  children.  There  is  one  other 
important  clause  which  will  probably 
require  some  consideration.  I  refer  to 
Clause  3,  which  provides  that  if  a  child 
commits  any  offence,  and  it  is  proved  that 
his  paient  or  guardian  has  conduced 
thereto  by  neglect,  without  sufficient 
excuse,  to  exercise  due  control  over 
him,  the  parent  or  guardian  shall 
be  deemed  to  be  guilty  of 
having  contributed  to  the  commission 
of  the  offence.  It  may  be  almost  meta- 
physical to  determine  what  has  conduced 
to  a  child's  crime,  but  there  can,  I  think, 
be  no  doubt  that  this  provision  will  cause 
parents  to  discharge  their  duty  more 
effectually,  and  by  restjjraint  or  example 
endeavour  to  prevent  their  children 
entering  into  a  course  of  crime.  There  are 
several  minor  provisions  in  the  Bill  which 

Lord  Jaines  of  Hereford. 


I  think  will  be  useful.  For  instance,  in 
Clause  5  a  court  of  assize  or  quarter 
sessions  is  given  the  like  power  of  com- 
mitting a  child  to  an  industrial  school  as 
may  be  exercised  by  two  justices  under 
Section  15  of  the  Industrial  Schools  Act, 
1866.  There  are  other  provisions  which 
will  meet  with  the  approval  of  your  Lord- 
ships, and  need  not  be  discussed  in  detail. 
When  a  child  is  convicted  of  an  offence  so 
slight  that  the  magistrate  sees  no  need  to 
send  him  to  prison,  and  inflicts  the  slight 
corporal  punishment  provided  in  this  Bill, 
that  shall  not  be  regarded  as  a  conviction 
of  felony  at  all,  and  the  child  will  not  have 
the  disqualification  throughout  his  life  of 
having  been  convicted  for  felony  whilst  ' 
very  young.  I  hope  your  Lordships  will 
regard  this  as  a  valuable  portion  of  that 
class  of  legislation  which  is  effecting  much 
good  by  so  amending  our  criminal  pro- 
cedure that  in  the  end  we  may  derive 
the  benefit  of  seeing  the  criminal  classes 
in  this  country  greatly  diminished. 

Moved,  "That  the  Bill  be  now  read 
2"." — (Lord  James  of  Hereford,) 

Earl  CAKRINGTON  :  My  Lords,  I 
think  the  House  will  agree  with  all  the 
noble  Lord  has  said  as  to  the  cruelty  of 
sending  a  little  child  to  prison ;  but  there 
was  one  expression  which  fell  from  him 
to  which  some  of  us  demur.  I  allude  to 
the  statement  in  which  he  referred  to  the 
mildness  of  the  punishment  of  whipping. 
I  am  glad  to  find,  by  Clause  1  of  the 
Bill,  that  a  child  under  twelve  is  not  to 
receive  more  than  twelve  strokes  with 
the  birch  rod  ;  but  would  it  not  be  more 
humane  to  say  that  no  child  under  eight 
or  nine  years  of  age  should  be  whipped 
at  all  ?  Eighteen  strokes  is  the  maximum 
number  which  can  be  inflicted  on  a  boy 
of  any  age,  but  I  regard  that  number  as 
rather  too  high.  Noble  Lords  who  were 
at  Eton  will  remember  that  no  one  had 
more  than  twelve.  I  remember  that 
twelve  well.  I  would  ask  the  noble  and 
learned  Lord  whether  the  maximum 
number  in  the  Bill  might  not  be 
reduced. 

♦Lord  NORTON :  This  is  one  of  the 
most  important  Bills  that  has  been  before 
your  Lordships'  House  for  some  time.  It 
deals  with  a  subject  upon  which  I  can 
speak  with  some  knowledge,  and  I 
desire  to  express  my  gratitude  to  the 
noble  and  learned  Lord  for  having  intro- 
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diiced  it.     I  have  taken  an  interest  for 
over  half  a  century  in  the  treatment  of 
youthful  offenders,  since  the  first  legisla- 
tion about  it,  and  I  am  informed  by  the 
police  that  the  reformatory  I  established 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Birmingham,  the 
second  after  that  of  Red  Hill,  has  "  broken 
up,"  to  use  their   own    expression,    the 
nursery   of  crime  in  the  city  of  Birming 
ham.     My  noble  friend  has  in  this  Bui 
hit   two  or  three    important   points   on 
which   the  law   is  at  present  defective, 
and  if  he  is  able  to  get  it  through  Parlia- 
ment this  session  he  will  have  done  a  very 
great    service   to    the   country.      I    can 
hardly  conceive  anyone  objecting  to  the 
corporal  punishment  of   children  instead 
of    sending  them   to    prison.      Sending 
children    to    prison    is    cruel    and   mis- 
chievous. Corporal  punishment  is  suitable, 
and  has   a   much  more  deterrent   effect. 
Children  will  not  come  again  for  it  if  they 
can  help  it.     It  is    the    right   mode  of 
treating  them.  The  Bill  most  importantly 
recognises    the  fact   that  in   ninety-nine 
cases     out    of    every    100    the    parents 
are    the     chiefly   guilty   persons,   and   I 
welcome  Clause  3  of  the  Bill,  which  makes 
the  parent  or  guardian  liable  for  offences 
committed     by    the     child.       Although 
children  must  be  punished  if  they  com- 
mit an  offence,  you  can  hardly  say  that 
they  are  solely  guilty.      I  think  there 
are  very  few  of  your  Lordships,   if  in 
infancy  you  had  been  turned  out  into  the 
streets  to  earn  your  livelihood  by  picking 
pockets,  who  would  not  have  gone  as  far 
astray  as  the  children  who  get  into  our 
reformatories  and  industrial  schools.  This 
Bill  seems  to  take  a  bold  but  wise  step  in 
making  the  parent,  unless  he  can  give 
sufficient  excuse,  liable  for  having  contri- 
buted to  the  commission  of  the  offence. 
In  recent  years  the  State  has  placed  itself 
far   too   much   in  loco  •  parentis    towards 
children,  thus  relieving  parents  of  their 
proper  responsibility.     I  therefore  rejoice 
that  the  Bill  makes    parents,    to  some 
extent,   answerable  for  the  offences    of 
their  children.      I  think  it  is  also  wise 
that  power  is  to  be  given  to  the  magistrate 
to  order  that  fines  imposed  on  the  parent 
may  be  applied  towards  compensating  the 
person   injured   by   the   child's   offence. 
This   Bill  goes  a  step  further,  and  com- 
pels the  parent  not  only  to  pay  the  cost 
of  proceedings  against  the  child,  but  to 
give  security  for  the  better  conduct  of  the 
child  in  future.  That  was  strongly  recom- 
mended by  the  Royal  Commission.     The 


fourth   clause   provides   that  a   court  of 
Summary  Jurisdiction,  on  remanding  or 
committing  for  trial  any  child,  may,  in- 
stead of  sending  him  during  the  inter- 
val to  prison,   make  an   order  that  he 
be   placed   in    the   custody    of    any    fit 
person  who  is  willing  to  receive  him.     It 
has  always  been  a  great  puzzle  to  know 
what  to  do  with  children  while  on  remand. 
At  present  they  are  sent  to  prison.     This 
Bill  will  put  an  end  to  that  practice.     I 
think  the  noble  and  learned  Lord  has  hit 
upon  an  excellent  course  in  leaving  it  to 
the  discretion  of  the  magistrate  to  select 
fit  persons  who  will  take  charge  of  the 
child  during  the  short  interval  while  wait 
ing  for  trial,  or  finding  a  reformatory,  or 
while  the  circumstances  of  the  parent  are 
being  investigated.  The  noble  and  learned 
Lord  has  not  referred   to   what,  in  my 
opinion,  is  one  of  the  most  important  points 
in  the  Bill.     I  refer  to  Clause  6,  which 
provides  for  the  recovery  of  the  expense 
of   maintenance  of    a  child  in   custody 
from  the  parent  or  guardian.     It  is  im- 
portant  that    a    parent    should  not    be 
able  to  save  the  expense  of  a  child  by 
leading  it  into  crime  ;  he  should  be  made 
to  pay  as  much  for  the  maintenance  of 
the  child  in  a  reformatory  as  the  child 
would  cost  at  home.     I  have  even  had  a 
mother  ask  me  how  she  could  qualify  her 
child  to  get  into  a  reformatory  and  so  save 
the  expense  of  keeping  him.     At  present 
the  method  of  recovermg  the  cost  from  the 
parent  is  rather  roundabout.     When  the 
magistrate  convicts  a  child  and  directs 
that  he  shall  go  to  a  reformatory,  he  sends 
to  the  Officer  of  Reformatories  in  London. 
That  officer  then  puts  himself  in  com- 
munication with  the  police  on  the  spot, 
who    finds    out     the     circumstances    of 
the     parent.      They     then     report     to 
the     Reformatory    Officer    in     London, 
who  decides  upon  the    payment   which 
shall    be    made,     and    his    order    goes 
back     to     the     local     police,     and     for 
final  sanction  to   the  magistrate.     This 
Bill  makes    the  process    direct   instead 
of  indirect,  and  leaves  it  to  the  magistrates 
on  the  spot,  when  they  convict  a  child 
and  wish  to  send  him  to  a  reformatory, 
to  find  out  through  their  own  local  police 
the  circumstances  of  the  parents  and  what 
they  should  contribute.     It  throws  the 
onus    on    the    parent    of    proving    that 
he    is    not     able     to     pay,    instead    of 
on  the  officer  to  show  that  the  parent 
is  able  to  pay.     The  mode  of  recovery 
of  payment  is  simplified,  it  being  made 
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recoverable  as  an  order  of  affiliation,  i  good  judgment  who  take  a  wrong  view  of 
For  the  first  time  we  shall  get  this  most '  punishment.  It  is  possible,  for  instance, 
important  provision  by  this  Bill.  I  can  that  a  boy  poacher  would  be  severely 
hardly  conceive  any  objection  being  whipped,  or  that  there  would  be  some  very 
offered  to  the  measure,  and  I  trust  that  indignant  magistrate  who  thought  that 
it  will  become  law  this  session.  apple  stealing  was  a  very  terrible  crime 

and  ordered  the  boy  a  severe  whipping. 
The  Earl  of  KIMBERLEY  :  My  If  that  were  done,  I  am  sure  there  would 
Lords,  my  noble  friend  who  has  just  i  be  an  outcry  against  whipping.  AVithin 
spoken  has  always  had  such  an  extra-  certain  limits,  however,  I  entirely  agree 
ordinary  belief  in  the  efficacy  of  whipping  .  that  everything  possible  should  be  done 
that  I  am  not  surprised  that  he  views  I  to  prevent  children  being  sent  to  prison, 
this  Bill  with  imqualified  satisfaction.  1 1  and  I  do  think  that  for  smaller  boys 
do  not  view  it  with  unqualified  satisfac- 1  whipping  is  the  appropriate  punishment, 
tion,  nor  do  I  view  it  with  unqualified  if  not  too  severe.  I  welcome  the  provi- 
dissatisfaction.  There  is  a  good  deal  to  ,  sion  by  which  boys  who  are  going  to 
be  said  both  ways.  There  is  very  strong  |  reformatories  will  not  be  sent  to  prison, 
argument  in  favour  of  a  Bill  of  this  kind  ,  I  shall  abstain  from  going  into  the  different 
from  the  desire,  which  my  noble  friend  '  clauses  now,  because  the  Bill  will  no  doubt 
referred  to,  that  children  should  not  be  I  go  to  the  Standing  Committee,  where  it 
sent  to  prison.  I  entirely  sympathise  will  be  reasonably  judged  and  brought 
with  that  desire ;  but  we  must  not  shut  I  into  a  form  in  which  it  will  work  well, 
our  eyes  to  the  disadvantage    of    and  i 

objections  to  a  system  of  whipping.  I  *The  Lord  Bishop  of  WINCHES - 
My  noble  friend  has  told  us  that  i  TER :  My  Lords,  I  should  like  to 
once  whipped  twice  shy,  and  that  add  a  further  word  of  thanks  to  the  noble 
it  will  be  seldom  that  a  boy  who  |  and  learned  Lord  for  introducing  this 
has  been  whipped  once  will  come  Bill.  The  recognition  which  both  sides  of 
back  again.  I  am  told  on  excellent  the  House  have  given  to  his  action  must 
authority  that,  at  the  school  already  naturally  cause  him  to  feel  that  he  is 
referred  to,  where  I  was,  a  boy  not  right  in  believing  that  this  Bill,  though  a 
altogether  unconnected  with  this  small  one,  may  be  far-reaching  in  its  con- 
assembly,  though  not  a  member  of  it,  sequences.  The  noble  Earl,  the  Leader  of 
came  back  eighteen  times.  I  am  not  at  I  the  Opposition,  seems  to  me  to  have  over- 
all surprised  at  that,  because  I  have  '  looked,  in  his  criticisms,  a  most  important 
known  boys  personally  who  did  not  care  i  point.  The  remarks  of  the  noble 
in  the  least  degree  how  often  they  were  !  Earl  as  to  the  danger  of  unwise  or  over- 
whipped,  and  I  could  mention  a  very  '  severe  justices  whipping  a  boy  who 
distinguished  person,  who  is  not  present,  perhaps  did  not  deserve  so  severe  a 
whom  I  have  often  heard  say  he  didn't  chastisement  may  possibly  be  deser\  ed. 
care  a  fig  about  it.  You  must  not  suppose,    But  what  is    the    alternative  ?       It    is 


therefore,  that  whipping  is  a  perfectly 
efficacious  remedy,  and  we  should  very 
carefully  consider  how  far  we  go  in  this 
direction.     I  have  not  had  personally  the 


only  in  the  case  of  boys  who  might 
otherwise  be  sent  to  prison  that 
this  clause  operates.  Does  the  noble 
Earl    mean    to   say    that    it    is     better 


experience  my  noble  friend  behind  me  that  a  little  boy  should  be  sent  to 
(Earl  Carrington)  has  had,  but  I  confess  ,  prison  for  six  months  1  To  my  mind,  if 
I  somewhat  question — I  do  not  say  in  after  life  a  boy  be  any  the  worse  for 
that  I  shall  oppose  it — the  wisdom  of  a  a  mistaken  whipping,  ten  thousand  times 
maximum  of  eighteen  strokes,  because  ;  more  will  he  be  the  worse  for  having 
you  are  going  to  entnist  the  administra-  j  gone  to  prison  for  six  months,  which 
tion  of  this  Bill  to  every  justice  through- !  is  the  alternative.  I  cannot  express  too 
out  the  country  sitting  in  petty  sessions,  strongly  my  approval  of  the  provision  that 
and  any  offence,  however  small,  may  be  I  a  boy  or  a  girl  should  no  longer  have  to 
punished  by  whipping.  I  have  not  the  be  sent  to  pnson  on  the  way  to  a  reforma- 
least  desire  to  decry  my  brother  justices,  tory.  Nothing  can  be  more  mischievous 
who,  I  believe,  administer  the  law  in  after  life  than  that  stamp,  even  apart 
in  a  manner  far  better  than  '  from  its  direct  and  immediate"  danger,  and 
is  generally  ascribed  to  them,  but  in  so  the  provision  in  this  Bill  seems,  so  far  as 
large  a  body  there  are  men  of  not  very    one  can  judge,  exactly  calculated  to  meet 

Jjord  Norton,  ' 
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that  particular  difficulty,  and  to  take  away  '  LUNACY  BILL  [h.l.]. 

what  has  hitherto  been  a  heai't-brealdng  '      Amendments  reported    (according    to 

cause  of  sorrow  to  not  a  few  of  those  who  ,  order) ;  and  Bill  to  be  read  3*  on  Thurs- 

are    interested    in    young    offenders.     I    day  next. 

believe  that  if  the  Bill  becomes  law,  which 

I  hope  will  be  the  case  very  shortly,  it       INDIAN  FAMINE— RELIEF  WORKS. 

will  effect  an  untold  amount  of  good.  ♦Lord  REAY  :  My  Lords,  I  rise  to  ask 

On  Question,  agreed  to;  Bill  read  2- '  ^\\V"^^^  Secretary  of  State  for  India 

««.»^wi;-:  i„        J  -4.4.  A   *     «    n^^     whether  he  can  give  any  information  as  to 

accordingly,  and   committed   to   a   Com- 1    ,      ^..^v^^  ^f  neonle  enoa^ed  on  relief 

mittee  of  the  whole  House  on    Monday  ,  ^^he  number  ol  people  en^ged  on  reliel 

.  ^  I  works,  receiving  support  in  other  ways  ; 

as  to  the  estimated  expenditure  and  the 

MONEY  LENDING  BILL  [H.L.].  expenditure    hitherto    incurred;     as     to 

the   expediency   of  increased   outlay   on 
Committee.  irrigation  works ;   and  as  to  the  terms  on 

House  in  Committee  (according  to  which  advances  will  be  made  to  agri- 
Qi^gj.\  ^  •  cultunsts  for  restocking  their  holdings, 

taking  into  account  the  mortality  among 

Lord  MONKSWELL  :  I  should  like  ,  cattle.  My  questions  are  prompted  by 
to  ask  the  noble  and  learned  Lord  who  |  feelings  of  sympathy  which  are  wide- 
has  charge  of  this  Bill  a  question  as  to  spreaa  in  this  country  for  those  who  arc 
Clause  1.  I  do  not  understand  exactly  ^  stricken  by  the  great  calamity  which,' 
what  it  means  as  at  present  drafted.  In  after  such  a  short  interval,  has  again 
Clause  1  these  words  occur —  |  fallen    upon    India,    and    also    by    the 

"  If  the  Court  has  reaaon  to  believe  that  the  admiration  all  must  feel  for  the  way  in 
interest  charged  in  respect  of  the  sum  actually  j  which  the  Administration  are  meeting 
lent  exceeds  the  rate  of  interest  mentioned  in    this   renewed   strain  on    their    energies. 

Stil^i^'^f^^^i^^.i''^'*''-^^^^  There   are   some  points    upon    which  I 

ebarged  for  expenses,  mqnines,  fines,  bonus,     ,  1 1      r  •     j       'ii     i         i-i 

premium,  renewals,  or  any  other  charges,  are  daresay  my  noble  fnend  will  be  able 
excessive,  and  that  the  transaction  is  harsh  '  to  give  us  information.  In  the  first 
and  unconscionable."  place,  I    should    be    glad   if    he    would 

I  want  to  know  how  the  noble  and  learned  ^  «*\^.  ^^^^  f  °^^^^":S  ^^  ^f""^  ^«  supplied  by 
Lord  reads  that.  Does  he  mean  that  the  P^^ic  works  under  the  supervision  of 
Court  would  have  discretion  to  say  that,  ,  ^^^^^J>^  the  Public  Works  Department, 
although  the  interest  was  excessive,  still  !  ^'if  ^^?);  ^^^^^'^^^  ^^  ""f^^^^  g^^«"  ^l^.«^ 

the  c^ntnwt  was  not  harsh  and  uncon-  ^"«^  X^^^^F  ^^^^  !^"^f  ,t^^ 
scionable  ?  '  ^    \jiyn  ofncers,  and  whether  a  sufficient 

I  number    of    works    had    been    planned 

Lord  JAMES  of  HEREFORD :  Yes.  before  the  famine  broke  out  to  fully  meet 
We  thought  it  should  not  be  a  mere  the  demand  which  on  this  occasion  must 
arbitrary  deduction  that  because  a  certain  j  have  been  very  considerable  indeed.  The 
percentage  was  charged  the  liargain  was  last  Famine  Commission,  presided  over  by 
harsh  and  unconscionable.  Sir  James  Lyall,  very  properly  Faid  great 

T  m^i-kXTTroiirx^T  t       a       i       i         I  strcss  ou  the    preparation    of    plans  of 

Lord  MONKSWELL  :  As  the  clause  j  ^^^ks  beforehand,  so  that  in  case  of  an 
at  present  stands  it  may  be  read  dis-  ^^tbreak  of  famine  all  should  be  ready, 
junctively,  and  I  think  the  wording  could  '  ^nd  also  on  the  utilisation  of  the  staff  of 
be  improved.  ^Yiq  Public  Works  Department  in  superin- 

Lord  JAMES  of  HEREFORD :  It  is  I  tending  these  relief  operations.  I  wish 
strange  that  my  noble  friend  should  men-  \  ^  ^\  ",®^t  whether  the  classification 
tioii  this  matter.  Lord  Davey  and  my- 1  prescribed  by  Sir  James  Lyall  s  Commis- 
self  had  a  discussion  as  to  the  best  mode  sion— namely,  two  broad  elates  of  diggers 
of  dealing  with  it,  and  we  left  it  to  the  ^^  ^^^  f*^^  earners— has  been  adopted 
noble  Eari,  the  Leader  of  the  Opposition,  \  ^^^  worked  satisfactonly,  and  whether 
who  is  an  expert,  and  he  agreed  that  it :  the  task  allotted  to  the  former  class, 
should  be  as  in  this  clause.  But  the  ^  "^^fl  ^  composed  of  able-bodied  men, 
matter  is  one  worthy  of  reconsideration.      andthetask  imposed  upon  the  latter,  which 


Bill  reported  without  amendment ;  and 
re-committed  to  the  Standing  Committee. 


is  composed  of  women,  of  children  above 
twelve  years  of  age,  and  of  men  who  are  not 
able-bodied,    answered  its    purpose.      A 
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very  important  suggestion  made  by  '  be  less  this  year  than  formerly,  although 
Sir  James  Lyall's  Commission  was  that  ,  I  am  very  glad  to  see  that  the  figure 
the  wage  should  be  unified  throughout  [  which  the  Mansion  House  Fund  has. 
India.  To  that  recommendation  objec-  already  reached  will  convince  our  Indian 
tions  are  urged  on  account  of  the  different  I  fellow  subjects  that,  even  under  the 
local  conditions  prevailing  in  various  parts  present  circumstances,  we  are  not  neglect- 
of  India.  I  believe,  for  instance,  that  ful  of  their  needs.  Those  advances  will^ 
in  Madras  they  are  in  favour  of  a  higher  !  I  suppose,  be  given  in  many  instances  for 
wage  than  that  considered  adequate  in  the  purchase  of  cattle,  and  I  trust  that 
the  North- West  Provinces,  and  perhaps  where  that  is  the  case  great  care  will  be 
the  noble  Lord  could  tell  us  whether  the  i  taken  that  the  money  shall  be  used  for 
objections  have  proved  insuperable,  that  purpose.  I  think  we  need  not 
During  the  last  famine  in  the  Central  grudge  any  outlay  on  famine  relief  when 
Provinces  great  difliculties  were  experi- 1  we  take  into  consideration  the  fact  that 
enced  in  applying  the  labour  test  to  the  India  is  without  a  Poor  Law  and  that  in 
hill  tribes,  and  information  may,  perhaps,  this  country  about  three  per  cent,  of  the 
be  given  whether  small  works  were  population  are  permanently  on  poor  relief, 
opened   in  the  hill   tracts,   as   suggested 

by  the  Commission.  The  Central  I  *The  UNDER  SECRETARY  of  STATE 
Provinces  are  obviously  the  part  of  |  for  INDIA  (The  Earl  of  Onslow)  :  My 
India  more  afflicted  than  any  other  Lords,  I  desire  to  entirely  associate  my- 
on  aceount  of  the  severe  stress  of  re- 1  self  with  the  opening  remarks  of  the  noble 
peated  bad  seasons,  and  I  think  that  any  |  Lord  in  deploring  the  great  extent  and 
exceptional  assistance  given  to  the  Central  unusual  severity  of  the  famine  in  India, 
Provinces  would  be  entirely  justified.  As  '  which  has  followed  so  closely  on  the 
regards  gratuitous  relief, perhaps  the  noble  famine  of  1897-98.  The  fact  that  it  has 
Lord  will  be  able  to  give  us  some  indica-  followed  so  closely  upon  its  predecessor 
tion  of  its  extent.  I  am  fully  prepared  makes  it  somewhat  difficult  for  me  to 
to  hear  that  the  number  of  those  on  j  reply  as  fully  as  I  could  >vish  to  the 
gratuitous  relief  has  increased.  It  is  the  inquiries  of  the  noble  Lord,  because  the 
natural  result  of  a  more  accurate  system  i  Government  of  India  having  made  careful 
of  inspection  and  greater  local  knowledge,  ,  inquiry  through  the  Coramission  presided 
and  also  of  utilising  village  officials  who,  over  by  Sir  James  Lyall,  had  referred  the 
of  course,  must  be  well  acquainted  with  i  report  of  that  Commission  to  the  different 
those  who  are  in  need  of  gratuitous  relief,  local  governments  with  a  view  to  obtain- 
which,  in  many  instances,  may  act  as  a  ing  their  opinion  on  the  many  points 
i-ate-in-aid  and  prevent  the  point  of  raised,  and  naturally  they  had  not  had  the 
absolute  destitution  from  being  reached,  advantage  of  learning  what  their  views. 
That  undoubtedly  is  an  argument  in  were  before  this  famine  was  upon  them, 
favour  of  giving  gratuitous  relief  on  rather  Nevertheless,  I  can  assure  the  jioble  Lord 
generous  lines.  With  regard  to  irrigation,  ;  that  the  Government  of  India  very  highly 
Sir  James  Lyall's  Commission  urged  the  appreciate  the  work  done  by  the  Com- 
construction  of  remunerative  canals  in  the  ,  mission,  and  that  the  Secretary  of  State 
Punjab,  in  Scinde,  and  in  Upper  has  communicated  to  the  Gk>vernment  of 
Burma,  and  minor  works  elsewhere,  i  India  his  appreciation  of  their  labours 
I  should  be  inclined  to  press  for  with  an  expression  of  the  hope  that  they 
a  further  expenditure  on  wells  and  will  proceed  with  the  least  delay  possible 
tanks,  and  also  on  canals  in  those  parts  |  to  do  all  that  they  can  to  carry  into  effect 
of  India  where  the  tillage  of  the  soil  is  the  recommendations  of  the  Commissiorr. 
not  in  ordinary  seasons  entirely  dependent  i  During  the  week  ending  3rd  March^  which 
on  irrigation,  which  could  not  yield  a  '  is  the  last  return  we  have,  there  were 
profit,  but  which  would  materially  prevent  i  4,374,000  persons  receiving  relief,  and, 
failure  of  crops  in  a  bad  season.  As  ,  according  to  the  latest  detailed  reports, 
regards  advances  to  agriculturists,  I  for  the  week  ending  10th  February,  out 
suppose  the  Government  will  have  to  of  that  total  84^  per  cent,  were  employed 
allow  for  a  larger  expenditure,  on  account  i  on  relief  works  and  15 J  per  cent,  were 
of  the  fact  that  the  funds  which,  on  receiving  relief  in  other  ways.  Therefore, 
previous  occasions,  were  so  largely  something  like  584,000  people  were 
supplied  by  the  charitable  public  in  this  receiving  gratuitous  relief.  I  am  not  able 
country  must,  from  the  nature  of  the  case,  I  to  tell  the  noble  Lord  how  far  the  Govern- 

Lord  Reay, 
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ment  of  India  have  been  able  to  make  a  I  between  any  of  those  who  present  them- 
programme  of  public  works  and  of  village  i  selves.  They  are  prepared  to  put  any 
works  separately  for  the  next  famine.  '  man  on  who  declares  that  he  is  in  need  of 
Xo  doubt  the  matter  has  been  under  :  support  and  sustenance,  and  the  reluctarice 
consideration,  but  the  famine  came  1  to  take  advantage  of  the  relief  works  is 
upon  them  so  (juickly  that  they  were  diminishing  very  much  in  its  intensity, 
obliged  to  make  use  of  the  material  they  and  persons  are  offering  their  services  on 
had  in  hand,  and  to  complete  a  detailed  the  relief  works  in  much  larger  numbers 
plan  was  not  possible.  The  noble  Lord  !  than  was  the  case  in  former  famines.  The 
no  doubt  knows  that  before  Sir  James  |  noble  Lord  asked  whether  any  scheme 
Lyall^s  Commission  reported,  the  practice  '  had  been  devised  for  affording  relief  to- 
of  the  Famine  Codes  was  to  divide  those  the  hill  tribes.  It  is  extremely  difficult  to 
receiving  relief  into  four  classes — namely,  j  get  at  the  hill  tribes,  who  cling  to  their  for- 
professional  labourers  who  were  called  ;  ests  and  jungles,  and  endeavour  to  support 
upon  to  do  a  full  task,  labourers  who  themselves  on  their  own  fruits  and  wild 
were  not  professional  and  who  were  called  roots  ;  but  at  any  rate  in  the  Presidency 
upon  to  do  75  per  cent,  of  the  full  '  of  Bombay  something  has  been  done  in 
task,  able-bodied  men  who  were  not  |  the  direction  of  employing  the  starving* 
labourei*8  and  who  were  called  upon  to  hill  tribes  to  procure  and  cut  fodder  for 
do  50  per  cent,  of  the  firil  task,  and,  |  the  cattle  which  in  other  parts  of  Bom- 
lastly,  those  who  were  able  to  do  some  i  bay  are  starving  for  the  want  of  fodder, 
work,  but,  being  weakly,  were  placed  in  '  A  very  large  sum  of  money  indeed  has 
the  hands  of  the  officers  in  charge  of  the  I  been  expended  on  iiTigation,  and  there 
relief  works,  who  had  to  decide  upon  the  has  been  a  very  good  return  for  the  capital 
task  which  should  be  imposed.  The  plan  |  so  invested.  There  are  some  very  exten- 
of  classifying  those  who  receive  relief  has  sive  works  in  the  Punjab  and  Scinde, 
been  altered  on  the  recommendation  of  the  '  which  are  estimated  to  cost  something 
Commission,  and  they  are  now  generally  ,  like  Rx.9,750,000.  Those  projects  have 
divided  into  the  following  classes : — There  j  not,  of  course,  been  put  into  operation  in 
is  a  special  class  of  men  who  are  expert  j  the  short  time  that  has  elapsed  between 
labourers  and  who  are  expected  to  the  last  and  the  present  famine ;  but  at 
perform  a  task  superior  to  that  of  any  i  any  rate  something  has  been  done  in  the 
other  class.  The  two  other  main  classes  i  direction  of  carrying  out  the  recommenda- 
eonsist  of  the  diggers — the  men  who  are  i  tions  of  the  Commissioners  in  that 
able  to  do  harder  work,  and  the  carriers —  '  respect.  As  to  the  terms  on  which  ad- 
those  who  are  able  to  carry  materials  in  ,  varices  will  be  made  to  agriculturists 
baskets.  In  addition  to  these  there  are  i  for  restocking  their  holdings,  there 
two  other  classes — children  who  are  able  |  are  already  in  existence,  as  the  noble 
to  carry  small  baskets,  and,  lastly,  those  |  Lord  knows.  Acts  enabling  the  Goveni- 
who  are  dependent  on  the  other  labourers  .  ment  to  make  advances  to  agriculturists 
and  who  are  not  able  to  do  anything  for  for  the  purchase  of  plough  cattle 
themselves  and  are  receiving  gratuitous  and  seed  grains,  and  for  the  im- 
relief.  With  regard  to  the  question  as  provement  of  agricultural  property, 
to  what  has  been  done  and  the  cost  of  the    That,  of  course,   is  receiving  tne  atten- 


famine,  the  latest  information  we  have 
was  about  the  end  of  January,  and  at  that 
time  the  Viceroy  anticipated  that  the  cost 
would  be  something  like  three  or  possibly 
four  crores  of  rupees.  Between  the  time 
of  the  commencement  of  the  famine  and 
March  31  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  that  ex- 


tion  of  the  Government  of  India,  and 
when  the  proper  season  arrives  steps  will 
no  doubt  be  taken  for  facilitating  such 
advances  where  needed.  Something  like- 
a  surplus  of  Rx.  50,000  was  left  over  from 
the  funds  subscribed  for  the  former  famine, 
which  will,  of  course,  be  applied  to  the  needs- 


penditure  is  likely  to  be  considerably  I  of  the  present  famine.  The  noble  Lord 
increased.  Although  we  have  no  official  \  and  those  who  so  liberally  contributed  to 
estimates  we  are  led  to  believe  that  the  those  funds  will  be  glad  to  know  that 
expenditure  during  the  financial  years  of  j  something  like  71  per  cent,  of  the  whole 
1899  and  1900  is  likely  to  amount  to  as  '  was  spent  in  giving  a  fresh  start  in  life  to 
much  as,  and  possibly  more  than,  five  '  those  who  had  either  eaten  their  seed 
crores  of  rupees.  Your  Lordships,  of  i  grains  or  sold  or  lost  by  death  their  plough 
course,  are  aware  that  the  officers  entrusted  j  cattle.  In  addition  to  that  the  Govern' 
>\-ith  the  relief  works  do  not  discriminate  i  ment  advanced  over  Rx.  1,000,000  in  1896. 
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and  1897  for  the  sinking  of  wells,  the 
purchase  of  seed  and  plough  cattle,  and 
other  purposes,  whilst  the  Forest  Depart- 
ment has  done  all  in  its  power  to  throw 
open    the    forests    for  the    grazing    of 
cattle.     I  regret  to  say  that  the  present 
famine  is  without  a  parallel  in  the  history 
of  India.     AVhen  the  last  one  occurred  it 
was  believed  to  be  the  greatest  that  had 
ever  been  experienced,  but  this  one  has 
left  it  far  behind,  and  I  fear  will  stand  as 
a  record.     Fortunately,  however,  we  were 
forearmed  to  meet  these  calamities     The 
extension  of  the  railway  system  through- 
out India  has  enabled  us  to  reach  all  parts 
of  the  affected   area;    but   the    natural 
consequence    of    the    existence    of     the 
railway,    of    coiu*se,    is    that    the    price 
of  grain   food  in  different  parts  of   the 
country   is    assimilated,    and    therefore, 
although  there  is  not  the  same  danger  of 
acute  suffering    in    particular    localities, 
there  is  a  general  raising  of  the  price  of 
food  throughout  all  parts  of  India.      The 
Government  of  India  are  fully  alive  to  the 
need  for  increased  vigilance,  and  there  is 
no  danger  that  discrimination  in  granting 
relief  will  not  be  exercised.     I  think  I 
have  answered  all  the  questions  put  to 
me.     If  there  is  any  other  information  he 
may  desire  the  Secretary  of  State  will  be 
only  too  glad  to  afford  it  to  the  noble 
Lord,  who  takes  so  great  an  interest  in 
India,  in  which  country  he  occupied  so 
distinguished  a  position  some  years  ago. 

SOUTH  AFRICAN  WAR— CUSTODY  OF 

PRISONERS. 

*LoRD  LOCH :    I  have  been  asked  by 

the  noble  Marquess  the  Secretary  of  State 

for  War  to  postpone  the  question  of  which 

I  had    given   notice — namely :    "To  ask 

the  Secretary  of  State  for  War  if  he  can 

give  any  assurance  that  the  Boer  prisoners, 

now  amounting  to  several  thousands,  will 

not  be  interned  in  places  in  proximity  to 

the  Dutch  districts  of  the  Cape  Colony  or 

in  any  considerable  numbers  in  the  Cape 

peninsula."     I  propose  to  again  place  the 

question   upon   the  Notice  Paper    at   a 

very  early  date,  as  I  think  it  is  desirable 

that  we  should  have  without  delay  some 

information  on  the  subject  to  which  the 

question  refers.     I  may  observe  that  the 

question  affects  political  as  well  as  military 

considerations,  and  I  trust,  and  presume, 

that  Sir  Alfred  Milner  will  be  consulted 

on  the  subject. 

House  adjourned  at  twenty  minutes  be- 
fore Six  of  the  Clock,  till  To-mor- 
row, half -past  Ten  of  the  Clock. 
Tlie  Earl  of  Onslow. 
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PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS, 


PRIVATE    BILLS    (STANDING    ORDER 
62  COMPLIED  WITH). 

Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon  the  Table 
Report  from  one  of  the  Examiners  of 
Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  That,  in  the 
case  of  the  following  Bills,  referred  on 
the  First  Reading  thereof.  Standing 
Order  No.  62  has  been  complied  with, 
namely : — 

Latimer  Road  and  Acton  Railway  Bill. 
Midland  Railway  Bill. 
Rickmansworth  and   Uxbridge  Vallev 

Water  BiU. 
Wolverhampton  Gas  Bill. 

Ordered^  That  the  Bills  be  read  a  second 
time. 

PRIVATE     BILLS    (STANDING    ORDER 
67  COMPLIED  WITH). 

Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon  the  Table 
Report  from  one  of  the  Examiners  of 
Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  That,  in  the 
case  of  the  following  Bill,  referred,  on 
the  First  Reading  thereof,  Standiing 
Order  No.  67  has  been  complied  with, 
namely : — 

Newry,  Keady,  and  Tynan  Light  Rail- 
way Bill. 

Ordered,  That  the  Bill  be  read  a  second 
time. 

BRITISH  GAS  LIGHT  COMPANY  (STAF- 
FORDSHIRE POTTERIES)  BILL. 

CHARING       CROSS,       EUSTON,      AND 
HAMPSTEAD    RAILWAY    BILL. 

CITY  AND  SOUTH  LONDON  RAILWAY 

BILL. 

JARROW    AND    HEBBURN     ELECTRI- 
CITY SUPPLY  BILL. 

Read  a  second  time,  and  committed. 


PETITIONS, 


ECCLESIASTICAL    ASSESSMENTS 
(SCOTLAND)  BILL. 

Petition  of  the  United  Presbyterian 
Synod  on  Disestablishment,  against  j  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 
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MINES  (EIGHT  HOURS)  BILL. 

Petitions  in  favour,  from  Standish ; 
Grangetown  ;  and  South  Skelton ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 
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OWNERS'  SITE  VALUES. 

Petition  from  St.  Leonard,  Shoreditch, 
for  alteration  of  law;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 


WESTERN    AUSTRALIA    (ELECTORAL 

ACT,  1899). 

Copy  presented,  of  the  Electoral  Act, 
1899,  of  Western  Australia  [by  Act];  to 
lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 
[No.  83.] 


TREATY  SERIES  (No.  5,  1900). 

Copy  presented,  of  Proces-Verbal   re- 
cording the    accession    of    the    Russian 
POOR  LAW  AMENDMENT  (SCOTLAND)    Empire  to  the  Cape  Spartel  International 


ACT,  1845. 

Petition  from  Whitburn,  for  alteration 
of  law  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

SALfe  OF  INTOXICATING  LIQUORS  ON 
SUNDAY  BILL. 

Petitions  in  favour,  from  Tuxford 
Hall ;  Bradford ;  and  Beeston  ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

SALE  OF  INTOXICATING  LIQUORS  TO 
CHILDREN  BILL. 

Petitions  in  favour,  from  Broomfield ; 
London ;  and  West  Hartlepool ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

SHOPS  (EARLY  CLOSING)  BILL. 

Petition  from  Ramsbottom,  in  favour  ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

SUNDAY  CLOSING  (MONMOUTHSHIRE) 

BILL. 

Petitions  in  favour,  from  Middles- 
brough (three) ;  Honing  ;  Broomfield ; 
Southampton  ;  •  Hartlepool  ;  Sneinton ; 
Ipswich ;  and  Rusholme  ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

YOUTHFUL  OFFENDERS. 

Petition  from  West  Bromwich,  for 
alteration  of  law  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


RETURNS,    REPORTS,    ETC. 


BRITISH  MUSEUM. 

Return  presented,  relative  thereto 
[ordered  20th  February  ;  Mr.  John 
Morley] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to 
be  printed     [No.  81.] 

WESTERN      AUSTRALIA     (CONSTITU- 
TION  ACTS  AMENDMENT  ACT,  1899). 

Copy  presented,  of  the  Constitution 
Acts  Amendment  Act,  1899,  of  Western 
Australia  [by  Act]  to  lie  upon  the  Table, 
and  to  be  printed.     [No.  82.] 


Lighthouse  Convention  of  3l8t  May, 
1865.  Signed  at  Tangier,  31st  May, 
1899  [by  Command];  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

TRADE   REPORTS    (ANNUAL  SERIES). 

Copy  presented,  of  Diplomatic  and 
Consular  Report,  Annual  Series,  No. 
2386  [by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

UNIVERSITY  OF    LONDON  ACT,   1898. 

Copy  presented,  of  Report  to  accom- 
pany Statutes  and  Regulations  made  by 
the  Commissioners  appointed  under  the 
University  of  London  Act,  1898,  together 
with  an  Appendix  of  Correspondence  [by 
Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

FINANCIAL  STATEMENT  (1900-1901). 

Copy  ordered,  "of  Statement  of 
Revenue  and  Expenditure  as  laid  before 
the  House  by  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer when  opening  the  Budget." — {Mr. 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.) 

Copy  presented  accordingly ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed.  [No. 
84.] 

QUESTIONS. 


SOUTH  AFRICAN  WAR— USE  OF 
EXPLOSIVE  BULLETS. 

Mr.  ORR-EWING  (Ayr  Burghs): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury  whether  the  Transvaal  Republic 
became  subsequently  an  acceding  party  to 
the  Declaration  signed  at  St.  Petersburg 
on  11th  December,  1868,  between  Great 
Britain,  Austria,  Bavaria,  Belgium,  Den- 
mark, France,  Greece,  Italy,  Netherlands, 
Persia,  Portugal,  Prussia  and  the  North 
German  Confederation,  Russia,  Sweden 
and  Norway,  Switzerland,  Turkey,  and 
Wiirtemberg,  by  which  the  contracting 
parties  engaged  to  renounce  in  case  of 
war  among  themselves  the  employment 
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by  their  troops  of  explosive  i)ullets ;  and, 
if  not,  whether,  considering  Great  Britain 
has  adhered  to  the  above  engagement, 
and  that  such  Declaration  is  by  its  terms 
not  binding  in  a  war  with  a  non-acceding 
Power,  any  protest  can  be  made  by  the 
other  signatories  of  the  Declaration 
against  the  employment  of  explosive 
bullets  by  the  Boers  as  officially  reported. 

The  first  LORD  of  tue  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Man- 
chester, E.) :  I  have  to  say,  in  answer 
to  my  hon.  friend,  that  Her 
Majesty's  Government  are  not  aware 
of  the  Transvaal  Government  having 
acceded  to  the  Declaration  of  St.  Peters- 
burg, signed  in  1868,  on  the  subject  of 
the  use  of  explosive  bullets  in  war.  The 
Declaration  does  not  provide  for  any  pro- 
test on  the  part  of  the  signatory  Powers 
in  the  event  referred  to  by  my  hon. 
friend. 

TRANSVAAL  PROPERTY  AND  WAR 

TAXES. 

Mr.  KIMBER  (Wandsworth) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies,  ha\nng  regard  to  the  recent  pro- 
clamation by  the  Government  to  the 
effect  that  any  attempted  dealings  with 
property  in  the  Transvaal  for  non-pay- 
ment of  war  tax  or  otherwise  to  the  pre- 
judice of  British  subjects  would  not  be 
recognised  by  our  Government  so  far  as 
regards  such  impositions  made  since  the 
outbreak  of  the  present  hostilities, 
whether  this  proclamation  or  its  principle 
would  apply  to  any  action  taken  by  the 
Transvaal  Government  in  respect  of  the 
non-payment  of  the  war  tax  which  was 
imposed  on  landowners  prior  to  the  out- 
break of  hostilities,  but  not  paid  by  them 
in  consequence  of  the  Colonial  Office 
having  given  the  opinion  in  writing  on 
20th  May  last,  that  it  was  a  breach  of  the 
London  Convention  of  1884;  and  whether 
British  owners  of  land  in  the  Transvaal, 
who  have  paid  the  war  taxes  under  pro- 
test and  under  threats  of  forfeiture  of 
such  lands  by  the  Transvaal  Gt)vernment, 
will  have  their  rights  to  recover  back  such 
war  taxes  saved. 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for 
THE  COLONIES  (Mr.  J.  Chamberlain, 
Birmingham,  W.) :  I  have  received  no 
representations  that  farms  have  been  con- 
fiscated for  non-payment  of  war  tax  prior 
to  the  outbreak  of  the  war.  Any  confis- 
cation   subsequent    to    October  10th   is 


covered  by  the  notice  of  26th  January. 
Her  Majesty's  Government  were  advised 
subsequent  to  the  outbreak  of  the  war 
that  in  view  of  the  arguments  put  forward 
on  behalf  of  the  South  African  Republic 
their  protest  could  not  be  maintained  on 
the  grounds  originally  taken,  and  they 
cannot  therefore  pledge  themselves  in  the 
matter. 


ARMY     COMMISSIONS  —  PROMOTIONS 
FROM    THE    RANKS. 

Captain  NORTON  (Newington.  W.) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  if  he  can  state  the  number  of 
appointments  to  first  commissions  in  the 
Army  made  during  the  past  six  months, 
and  how  many  of  these  were  promotions 
from  the  ranks. 

*The  financial  secretary  to 
THE  WAR  OFFICE  (Mr.  J.  Powell- 
Williams,  Birmingham,  S.)  (for  Mr. 
Wyndham)  :  The  total  number  of  ap- 
pointments to  first  commissions  is  835, 
and  of  promotions  from  the  ranks  is 
eighty-four. 


PROBABLE  FORCE  NECESSARY  TO 
GARRISON  SOUTH  AFRICA  AFTER 
THE  WAR. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  (Aberdeenshire,  E.) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of 
State  for  War  what  is  the  amount  of  the 
reduced  force  to  be  maintained  in  South 
Africa  after  the  30th  September  for  which 
pro>'i8ion  is  made  in  the  Estimates. 

*Mr.  J.  POWELL-WILLIAMS  (for 
Mr.  Wyxdham)  :  The  Estimates  were 
framed  on  the  basis  of  making  full  provi- 
sion for  the  war  charges  up  to  the  30th 
September,  and  half  provision  for  the 
remainder  of  the  year ;  and  not  upon  a 
calculation  of  the  precise  number  oi  men 
likely  to  be  present  in  South  Africa  after 
the  30th  September. 

NICHOLSON'S     NEK     ENGAGEMENT- 
LIST  OF  PRISONERS. 

Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN  (Kilkenny)  : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of 
State  for  War  whether  he  can  say  if 
Private  Francis  Martin,  No.  5108,  Royal 
Irish  Fusiliers,  was  amongst  the  number 
taken  prisoners  at  Nicholson's  Nek;  and, 
if  so,  whether  he  can  say  where  he  is 
now  ;  and  when  it  is  intended  to  publish 
the  list  of  those  taken  prisoners  in  that 
battle. 
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♦Mr.  J.  POWELL- WILLIAMS  (for  Mr.  was  sent  on  each  vessel.     The  percentage 

Wyndham)  :  A  list   of  the  Royal  Irish  of    deaths     on     board,     excluding     the 

Fusiliers  who  were  missing  after  Nichol-  "  Ismore,"  which  sank,  was  4*54.     Since 

son's  Nek  will  be  called  for,  now  that  the  1 6th  November  a  veterinary  surgeon 

Ladysmith  has  been  relieved ;   and   the  has  been  placed  on  each  horse  transport 

hon.  Member  will  be  communicated  with,  leaving  the  United  Kingdom  with  regular 

units  or  remounts. 

MEMBERS    OF    THE    HOUSE    AT    THE 

KROxNT.  COST  OF  TRANSPORT. 

Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN  :  I  beg  to !  Mr.  BUCHANAN :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  '  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War  why 
War  whether  he  has  any  objection  to  give  has  a  large  proportion  of  the  liabilities 
the  names  of  the  hon.  Members  of  this  |  for  sea  transport  incurred  during  the 
House  who  are  alleged  to  be  at  the  front,  present  financial  year,  as  stated  at  page  6 
the  regiments  to  which  they  are  attached,  i  of  the  Secretary  of  State's  Memorandum, 
and  the  capacities  in  which  they  are  ,  been  placed  on  the  Estimates  of  next 
serving  ;  and  whether  any  of  those  hon.  ;  year,  instead  of  being  inserted  under  that 
Members  have  been  engaged  in  actual  I  head  in  the  recent  Supplementary  Army 
fighting ;  were  any  of  them  wounded  or  \  Estimate. 

taken  prisoners ;  and,  if  so,  when  or  where      ^^^^   j     pQWELL  -  WILLIAMS  (for 
were  they  m  battle.  y^^  Wyndham)  :  Payments  for  sea  tmns- 

*Mr.  J.  POWELL- WILLIAMS  (for  port  are  made  partly  in  advance  as  the 
Mr.  Wyndham)  :  A  Return  is  now  being  ships  are  taken  up,  and  partly  in  arrear. 
prepared  in  the  terms  of  the  address  moved  The  Supplementary  Estimate  covers  so 
by  my  hon.  friend  the  Member  for  the  much  of  the  liabilities  as  we  expect  to 
Stratford-on-Avon  Division  of  Warwick- 1  discharge  during  the  current  financial 
shire,  which  will  give  the  hon.  Member  year, 
most  of  the  information  for  which  he 
asks.     It  will  not  be  feasible  to  include  |       ARTILLERY-DEFECTIVE    FIELD 

the  details  referred  to  in  the  second  para-        ,,  itT/-.T»m/-.xT   *t  i       .        i  .i 

graph  of    the    question,   but    the    hon.  ,,  ^^^^^IN  NORTON :  I  beg  to  aak  the 

*Iember  may  rest  assured  that  wherever  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War  whether 

the  hon.  Members  referred  to  are  aerving,  '»  •»««  ^""^   a^^  J^^  '^***'*'^  ^u* 

they  are  doing  their  duty.  ;  f^^  ."^  t^«  ^^^  .*^'"«'"y  g""^  **  ^^^^ 

'  °  '  front  m  South  Africa  have  recently  been 

Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN  ;    Will  the  ,  found  defective  from  corrosion  caused  by 

Return  apply  to  the  two  hon.  Members  ;  the  use  of  cordite  ;  and  whether  any  steps 

for  Sheffield,  who  are  missing,  and  whose  \  are  being  taken  to  rapidly  replace  these 

whereabouts  are  unknown  ?  guns. 

VETEKINAUY  SUKOEONS.  i  WYNDHAM) :  Spare  guns  have  been  sent 

ri  ■K-rr^nrj^^y.-'     r  i       .       i    ^u    I  out  to  replace  any  which  may  be  found  de- 

Captain  NORTON  :  I  beg  ««  ""H  the   ^^^^^^  ^^j,  ^J^^^  ^  ^h^t  ^^^^^  has 

Lnderbecretary  of  State  for  War  if  he  |^  "corrosive"  effect,  although  the  con- 

«in  state  whether,  at  the  lieginmng  of  the    ^tant  use  of  the  gun,  whether  with  cor- 

Wh  African  \\  ar,  several  ships  contain-   ^^^  ^^         other  explosives,  will  in  time 

ing  large  uumliers  of  horses  were  sent  out    ^^^  ^^^  ^'^e  tube. 

M'lthout  a  veterinary  surgeon  on  board ; ' 

and  what  was  the  result  of  this  course ;     *Mr.  WEIR  (Ross  and  Cromarty) :  Does 

And  whether  any  steps  have  been  taken    not  cordite  cause  erosion  of  the  barrel  of 

to  provide  each  horse  transport  ship  with  !  the  gun  1 

a  veterinary  surgeon.  |    ^^^^  j  POWELL-WILLIAMS  :  I  was 

♦Mr.    J.    POWELL-WILLIAMS    (for  j  asked  if  it  had  any  corrosive  effect,  and 
Mr.  Wyndham)  :  Eleven  ships  containing  I  my  answer  was  "  No." 
horses  were  despatched  before  the  1 6th 

November,  without  veterinary  surgeons  ;  LEE-METFORD  RIFLE, 

the  numbers  of  horses  on  board  were  not ,  Dr.  TANNER  (Cork,  Mid) :  I  beg  to 
large  and  a  specially  selected  farrier  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
^quartermaster-sergeant  or  sergeant  farrier    War  whether  the  muzzle  velocity  of  the 
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Lee-Metford  rifle  is  inferior  to  all  rifles  in 
the  hands  of  European  Powers ;  that  the 
alleged  irregular  qualities  of  the  cordite 
powder,  the  way  in  which  the  Lee- 
Metfords  are  sighted,  and  the  compli- 
cated reloading,  have  been  repeatedly 
evidenced  in  the  course  of  the  present 
war;  whether  the  English  rifle  and 
ammunition  are  each  heavier  than  the 
United  States  Navy,  the  German 
Mauser,  and  the  Miinnlicher  weapons; 
and  whether,  as  stated,  it  has  the  worst 
trajectory,  the  least  penetration,  the 
slowest  fire  once  the  magazine  is  emptied, 
the  weakest  breech  bolt,  least  rigid 
woodwork,  the  worst  trigger-pull,  and 
worst  sights  compared  with  the  above- 
mentioned  rifles;  and  if  it  is  the  most 
expensive  of  any  service  weapon. 

*Mr.  J.  POWELL-WILLIAMS  (for 
Mr.  AVyndham)  :  The  replies  to  para- 
graphs I  and  3  of  the  question  are  in  the 
negative.  In  regard  to  the  second  para- 
graph our  rifle  is  heavier  than  some  and 
lighter  than  other  magazine  rifles ;  there 
are  many  patterns  of  Mannlichers  and 
Mausers.  Our  ammunition  is  rather 
lighter  than  the  average  ammunition  of 
other  nations. 

YEOMANRY  UNIFORMS. 

Major  RASCH  (Essex,  S.E.):  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  whether  he  has  received  any  com- 
plaints as  to  the  inferior  quality  of  the 
uniform  supplied  to  the  Yeomanry; 
whether  the  reason  given  by  the  con- 
tractor was  that  the  price  was  cut  too 
low,  and  what  is  the  name  of  the  con- 
tracting firm. 

♦Mr.  J.  POWELL-WILLIAMS  (for 
Mr.  Wyndham)  :  I  am  informed  by  the 
Yeomanry  Committee  that  there  has 
been  little  or  no  complaint  as  to  the 
khaki  and  as  to  the  greatcoats.  There 
have  been  complaints  as  to  the  Bedford 
or  velveteen  cord.  No  contracts  were 
made  for  these  supplies.  The  firms  em- 
ployed by  the  Yeomanry  Committee 
stated  that  it  was  virtually  impossible  to 
obtain  the  required  quantities  of  the 
best  material  within  the  time  specified. 
The  difficulty  seems  to  have  been  one  of 
time  rather  than  of  price. 

VOLUNTEERS— EXPENSES  OF 
TRAINING. 

Mr.  COLSTON  (Gloucestershire,  Thorn- 
bury)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary 


of  State  for  War  whether  he  is  aware 
that  Volunteer  service  companies,  for 
whom  there  was  no  room  in  barracks 
during  their  period  of  training,  were  put 
to  heavy  expense  to  secure  suitable 
lodgings ;  and  whether  he  sees  his  way 
to  put  them  on  the  same  footing  finan- 
cially as  those  who  had  barrack  accommo- 
dation provided  for  them. 

♦Mr.  J.  POWELL-WILLIAMS  (for 
Mr.  Wyndham)  :  As  Volunteer  service 
companies  are  treated  in  the  same  way 
as  Kegular  soldiers,  no  more  than  ordi- 
nary rates  have  been  sanctioned.  The 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  is,  however, 
prepared  to  consider  any  special  cases  in 
which  it  can  be  shown  that  the  Volunteer 
corps  have  been  put  to  expense. 

VOLUNTEERS  —  STATISTICS       OF 
MEDICAL    EXAMINATIONS. 

Mr.  weir  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  if  he  will 
state  the  number  of  Volunteers  who  have 
submitted  themselves  to  medical  examina- 
tion prior  to  service  in  South  Africa,  the 
number  rejected  on  account  of  bad  teeth, 
and  the  number  rejected  for  other 
reasons. 

♦Mr.  J.  POWELL-WILLIAMS  (for 
Mr.  Wyndham):  No  Returns  on  this 
matter  are  available. 

BEDFORD    MOUNTED    INFANTRY. 

Captain  NORTON :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
whether  it  has  been  brought  to  his  notice 
that  the  mounted  company  of  the  Bedford 
Regiment,  100  strong,  were  upon  arrival 
in  South  Africa  supplied  with  only 
fifteen  horses,  which  horses  were  after- 
wards taken  from  them,  and  they  were 
consequently  obliged  to  march  to  the 
front  in  their  riding  kit ;  and  what  steps,, 
if  any,  have  since  been  taken  to  mount 
these  men. 

*Mr.  J.  POAVELL-WILLIAMS  (for 
Mr.  Wyndham)  :  The  Secretary  of  Sute 
for  War  has  no  knowledge  of  the  matter 
referred  to.  I  may,  however,  explain 
that  the  clothing  of  mounted  infantry  ha* 
been  designed  so  as  to  admit  of  the  men 
being  used  as  foot  soldiers. 

SOLDIERS'  MARRIAGES  —  MAINTEN- 
ANCE OF  FAMILIES— SEPARATION 
ALLOWANCES. 

Colonel  WELBY  (Taunton):  I  beg- 
to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
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War  whether  he  is  aware  that  soldiers 
who  marry  without  leave,  when  they 
fulfil  the  requirements  of  having  £5  in 
the  savings  bank,  seven  years  service,  and 
two  good  conduct  badges,  which  qualify 
to  be  placed  on  the  marriage  roll,  cannot 
be  put  on  it  without  the  sanction  of  the 
general  officer  commanding,  and  provided 
there  is  a  vacancy,  and  no  qualified 
applicant  for  leave  to  marry  exists ; 
whether,  in  view  of  the  exceptional  trial 
the  war  has  cast  upon  the  wives  of 
soldiers,  he  will  inquire  whether  there  are 
any  who,  having  married  without  leave, 
now  fulfil  these  requirements,  and  yet 
have  not  been  able  to  be  put  on  the  roll 
owing  to  want  of  vacancies  ;  and  whether 
he  can  see  his  way  to  relax  these  condi- 
tions as  regards  the  deposit  in  the  savings 
bank,  the  length  of  service,  and  number 
of  good  conduct  badges,  so  as  to  extend 
separation  allowances  to  many  deserving 
wives  of  soldiers  now  debarred  by  this 
regulation. 

Mr.  galloway  (Manchester,  S.W.): 
I  beg  at  the  same  time  to  ask  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  whether,  in 
view  of  the  distress  which  has  been  caused 
by  the  war  to  the  wives  and  families  of 
many  soldiers  married  without  leave,  the 
Government  will  make  an  exception  in 
favour  of  men  married  without  leave  who 
are  on  active  service,  and  grant  their 
wives  separation  allowances  during  the 
time  their  husbands  are  serving  at  the 
front. 

♦Mr.  J.  POWELL-WILLIAMS  (for  Mr. 
Wyndham)  :  This  question  is  engaging 
the  attention  of  the  Secretary  of  State, 
whose  decision  will  not  long  be  delayed. 
Meanwhile  it  is  not  likely  that  any  de- 
serving wives  of  the  soldiers  referred  to 
will  fail  to  obtain  assistance  from  one  or 
other  of  the  funds  existing  for  the 
purpose. 

Mr.  galloway  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War  what 
is  the  weekly  cost  of  housing  and  main- 
taining the  families  of  officers  and  of 
soldiers  married  with  and  without  leave ; 
and  what  proof  is  required  by  the  War 
Office  from  officers  or  soldiers  of  the 
sufficiency  of  their  private  means  to  main- 
tain a  family. 

*Mr.  J.  POWELL-WILLIAMS  (for  Mr. 
Wyndham)  :  It  is  not  possible  to  state 
with  accuracy  the  cost  referred  to  in  the 


first  paragraph  of  the  question.  No  proof 
is  required  of  sufficiency  of  private  means 
the  case  of  officers  or  of  non-commis- 


m 

sioned  officers  including  the  rank  of 
sergeant.  In  the  case  of  ranks  below  that 
of  sergeant,  men  admitted  to  the  married 
establishment  are  required  to  show  that 
they  have  to  their  credit  a  sum  of  £5  in 
the  savings  bank. 

REMOUNT    DEPARTMENT— IRISH 

HORSES. 

Captain  DONELAN  (Cork,  E.):  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  whether,  with  a  view  to  procure 
serviceable  horses  for  the  Army,  he  will 
suggest  to  the  War  Office  the  desirability 
of  employing  Jocal  agents  to  purchase  re- 
mounts in  the  south  of  Ireland. 

*Mr.  J.  POWELL-WILLIAMS  (for 
Mr.  Wyndham)  :  No,  Sir,  It  is  not 
considered  expedient ;  the  staff  of  the 
Remoimt  Department  is  ample  for  the 
purpose. 

Captain    DONELAN :  Can  the  hon. 

Gentleman  say  why  the  practice  followed 
j  in  the  north  of  Ireland  cannot  be  adopted! 
!  in   the  south   of   Ireland  —  I   mean   the 

practice   of   employing    local    agents   to. 

purchase  horses  ? 

♦Mr.  J.  POWELL-WILLIAMS:  I 
always  understood  there  was  a  great  deal 
of  cfifference  between  the  north  and 
south  of  Ireland. 

ARTILLERY— THE  REDUCTION  IN 

1887. 

*SiR  JOHN  COLOMB  ^Great  Yar- 
mouth)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Unaer  Secretary 
of  State  for  War  whether,  when  the  pre- 
sent Commander-in-Chief  was  Adjutant 
General  at  the  War  Office  in  1887,  he 
advised,  recommended,  or  approved  of  the 
reduction  of  the  Royal  Horse  Artillery  in 
that  year. 

♦Mr.  J.  POWELL-WILLIAMS  (for  Mr. 
Wyndham)  :  Lord  Wolseley  was  Adjutant 
General  in  1887,  but  I  cannot  admit  the 
right  of  the  hon.  Member  to  demand  in- 
formation as  to  the  advice  tendered  at 
that,  or  at  any  other  time,  by  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Headquarters  Staff.  The 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  time  being  was 
responsible  for  the  action  taken. 

♦Sir  JOHN  COLOMB:  Are  we  to 
understand  that  the  War  Office  objects  to 
tracing  home  any  personal  responsibility  t 
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*Mr.  speaker  :  Order,  order  !  The 
hoiL  and  gallant  Member  is  now  arguing 
ihe  question. 

PRENCH  QUICK-FIRING  FIELD  GUNS. 

Major  RASCH  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
Avhether  his  attention  has  been  directed 
to  the  new  French  quick-firing  field  gun, 
with  hydro-pneumatic  brake  and  spade 
trail ;  whether  it  is  contended  that  twenty 
rounds  per  minute  have  been  fired,  with 
shrapnel  and  common  shell ;  and  if  the 
^n  is  protected  by  a  steel  shield. 

*Mr.  J.  POWELL-WILLIAMS  (for 
Mr.  Wyndham)  :  I  do  not  think  it  would 
be  desirable  to  make  public  the  informa- 
tion received  by  the  War  Office  upon  such 
matters  as  this,  but  the  hon.  Member  may 
rest  assured  that  the  attention  of  the 
.Secretary  of  State  for  War  is  directed  to 
all  reported  improvements  in  the  artillery 
of  other  countries. 

ARTILLERY-INDIAN  FIELD  GUNS. 

Mr.  ARNOLD  -  FORSTER  (Belfast, 
W.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary 
of  State  for  War  whether  the  practice  of 
making  a  5^-in.  howitzer  for  use  in  India 
And  a  5-in.  howitzer  for  use  in  the 
United  Kingdom  and  the  colonies  is  still 
persisted  in ;  whether  the  military 
advisers  of  the  War  Office  have  sanctioned 
the  use  in  two  branches  of  Her  Majesty's 
land  service  of  two  weapons  differing  in 
<jalibre  by  half  an  inch  only,  but  the 
ammunition  of  which  is  not  interchange- 
able ;  whether  the  War  Office  sanctioned 
the  adoption  of  a  different  type  of  gun 
for  Indian  service ;  and  whether  there  is 
Any  Minister  of  the  Crown,  officer.  Com- 
mittee, or  other  authority  which  has 
power  to  insist  upon  uniformity  when  the 
War  Office  and  the  India  Office  cannot 
agree. 

*Mr.  J.  POWELL-WILLIAMS  (for  Mr. 
Wyndham):  The  British  5-in.  howitzer 
and  the  Indian  5'4-in.  howitzer  are 
weapons  intended  for  different  purposes, 
the  former  being  primarily  a  mobile  field 
howitzer  drawn  by  horses,  and  throwing 
:a  50-lb.  shell,  the  latter  a  siege  howitzer 
drawn  by  oxen  and  throwing  a  60-lb. 
shell.  As  the  latter  weapon  is  designed 
to  meet  special  Indian  requirements,  the 
War  Office  sees  no  occasion  to  press  the 
objections  which  might  have  been  raised 
to  the  adoption  of  two  different  patterns 


of  howitzer.  In  the  event  of  disagree- 
ment between  the  War  Office  and  India 
Office  the  point  in  dispute  would  be 
referred  to  the  Defence  Committee  of  the 
Cabinet. 

MR.ARNOLD-FORSTER:  As  a  matter 
of  fact,  was  there  a  disagreement  at  the 
time  these  guns  were  sanctioned  between 
the  India  Office  and  the  War  Office  1 

*Mr.  J.  POWELL- WILLIAMS :  I  do 
not  know  that  to  be  a  fact,  Sir. 

RIFLE  PRACTICE. 

QoLONEL  WYNDHAM  MURRAY 
(Bath) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  War  whether  measures 
will  be  taken  to  further  improve  the  rifie 
shooting  of  the  Regular  and  Auxiliary 
infantry  of  the  Army  ;  whether  the 
present  system  of  training  in  drill  and  of 
military  duties  will  be  altered  to  enable 
the  soldier  to  have  more  constant  practice 
in  combined  rifle  shooting  and  judging 
distance  under  as  nearly  as  possible 
service  conditions ;  and  whether  a  mili- 
tary committee  will  be  appointed  to  report 
on  this  subject. 

*Mr.  J.  POWELL-WILLIAMS  ^for 
Mr.  Wyndham)  :  These  questions  are 
under  consideration,  but  I  am  not  at 
present  in  a  position  to  make  a  statement 
with  regard  to  them. 

RIFLE    RANGES. 

Mr.  HOBHOUSE  (Somersetshire,  E.) : 
I  bee  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  vVar  if  his  attention  has  been  directs 
to  the  fact  that  while  county  councils 
have  power  to  purchase  land  for  rifle 
ranges  they  cannot  hire  land  or  spend 
their  funds  on  erecting  butts  or  screens 
i  or  otherwise  making  ranges  safe  for 
!  shooting ;  and  if  he  will  consider  the 
desirability  of  extending  the  provisions 
of  the  Military  Lands  Act  so  as  to  enable 
the  local  authorities  to  assist  the  Volunteer 
corps  to  procure  ranges  more  effectually 
than  they  can  do  at  present. 

*Mr.  J.  POWELL-WILLIAMS  (for 
Mr.  Wyndham)  :  A  clause  giving  per- 
mission to  county  councils  to  erect  butts 
or  screens  for  the  benefit  of  volunteer 
corps  was  originally  contained  in  the 
Military  Lands  Sill,  1892,  when  introduced, 
but  was  opposed  on  the  Second  Reading 
and  in  Committee,  and  was  dropped.  The 
Secretary  of  State  is  considering  whether 
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VOLUNTEERS  —  RETIREMENT    OF 
COMMANDING    OFFICERS. 

Mr.  harry  S.  SAMUEL  (Tower 
Hamlets,  Limehouse) :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War  whether 
it  is  the  intention  of  the  War  Office  to 
insist  on  the  retirement  of  all  Volunteer 
commanding  officers  appointed  prior  to 
1896  during  the  present  year,  in  accord- 
ance with  the  Order  issued  during  1896  ; 
and  in  the  event  of  this  order  ))eing 
relaxed,  will  they  specially  omit  from  any 
relaxation  all  officers  who  were  in  any 
way  concerned  with  the  buying  and 
selling  of  honorary  colonelcies,  which 
occurred  some  three  years  ago. 

♦Mr.  J.  POWELL-WILLIAMS  (for  Mr. 
Wyndha^i)  :  From  the  Ist  Noveml>er, 
1896,  all  Volunteer  commands  were 
Umited  to  four  years,  but  general  officers 
conmianding  districts  have  the  power  of 
reconunending  extensions  which  may  not 
exceed  four  years.  Such  cases  are  very 
carefully  investigated,  and  no  entension 
is  granted  unless  the  officer  is  considered 
worthy  of  it. 

OBSOLETE  WAR  SHIPS. 

Mr.  moon  (St.  Pancras,  N.)  :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty 
whether  he  will  state  which  of  the  older 
ships  besides  the  "  Warrior,"  the  "  Boadi- 
cea,"  the  "Belle  Isle,"  and  the  "Black 
Prince  "  are  to  be  at  once  struck  oif  the 
list. 

The  FIRST  LORD  of  the  ADMI- 
RALTY (Mr.  GoscHEN,  St.  George's, 
Hanover  Square) :  I  have  no  further 
statement  to  make  on  this  matter  at 
present. 

NAVAL    CONTRACTS-SHIPBUILDING. 

Mr.  FIRBANK  (Hull,  E.) :  I  l>eg  to 
ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty 
whether,  having  regard  to  the  admitted 
inability  of  his  Department  to  complete 
the  authorised  expenditure  for  the  year 
for  shipbuilding,  and  having  regard  to  the 
fact  that  many  shipbuilding  firms  of  high 
standing  are  without  any  orders  at  tne 
present  time,  he  would  consider  the  ex- 
pediency of  giving  some  of  those  firms  an 
opportunity  of  carrying  out  a  portion  of  the 
authorided  work,  in  view  of  the  fact  of 
the  eflforts  which    foreign    Powers    are 
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further  legislation  in  this  direction  \^'ould    making  at  the  present  time  to  increase 
be  expedient.  their  naval  strength. 

Mr.  GOSCHEN :  Certainly  they  will 
have  an  opportunity.  There  are  only 
two  or  three  large  shipbuilding  firms 
capable  of  constructing  battleships  or 
armoured  cruisers,  which  are^  without 
Admiralty  orders  at  the  present  time ; 
all  the  others  have  large  orders.  These 
firms  >vill  have  the  same  opportunity  as 
others  to  carry  out  a  portion  of  the 
authorised  work,  and  I  shall  be  very 
glad  if  they  will  avail  themselves  of  it. 


EASTERN  EXTENSION  TELEGRAPH 

COMPANY. 

Mr.  HOGAN  (Tipperary,  Mid) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies  whether  he  has  received  pro- 
tests from  the  Canadian  and  New  Zealand 
Governments  against  the  concessions 
recently  granted  to  the  Eastern  Exten- 
sion Company  in  Australia  as  being  likely 
to  militate  seriously  against  the  financial 
success  of  the  Pacific  Cable  in  which  the 
Imperial,  the  Canadian,  and  the  Austra- 
lasian Governments  are  joint  partners; 
whether,  in  view  of  these  protests,  it 
would  still  be  possible  to  revoke  the  con- 
cessions and  prevent  any  further  complica- 
tions of  a  like  character ;  and  whether  he 
has  received  a  reply  to  his  message  to  the 
Australian  (Governments  on  the  subject. 

Mk  J.  CHAMBERLAIN  :  I  have  re- 
ceived protests  of  the  nature  described, 
from  Canada  and  New  Zealand.  I  am 
informed  by  the  Government  of  New 
South  Wales  that  no  arrangement  has  yet 
been  concluded  with  the  Eastern  Exten- 
sion Company,  though  it  is  aware  that  the 
decision  of  the  recent  conference  of 
Premiers  was  generally  favourable  to  the 
proposals  of  the  company. 

CHINA— TRADE  ON  THE  WEST  RIVER. 

♦Sir  CHARLES  DILKE  (Gloucester- 
shire.  Forest  of  Dean) :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Forei^ 
Affairs  what  progress  has  been  made  m 
China  towards  the  full  opening  to  trade 
of  the  West  River,  and  of  rivers  gene- 
rally. 

♦The  under  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  ix>R  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS  (Mr. 
Brodrick,  Surrey,  Guildford) :  It  is  im- 
possible within  the  limits  of  an  answer 
to  a  question  to  give  a  complete  account 
of  the  position  ;  but  the  reports  from  Her 
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Majesty's  Consuls  included  in  the  Papers 
now  being  prepared  for  Parliament  con- 
tain full  information  on  the  subject. 
According  to  the  latest  information, 
trade  is  steadily  increasing  on  the  West 
Eiver. 

♦Mr.  JOSEPH  WALTON  (Yorkshire, 
W.K.,  Bamsley) :  May  I  ask  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  if  it  is  not  the  fact  that 
Nanning-fu,  which  was  declared  to  be 
open  as  a  treaty  port  in  February  last 
year,  still  remains  imopened ;  and  whether 
the  Government  have  taken  any  steps 
to  secure  the  immediate  opening  of  the 
port? 

♦Mr.  BRODRICK:  I  must  ask  for 
notice. 

RUSSIA  AND    PERSIAN   RAILWAYS-^ 
BUNDER  ABBAS. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  (Lynn  Regis) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of 
State  for  Foreign  AfGEtirs  whether  Her 
Majesty's  Government  have  given  atten- 
tion to  the  statements  to  the  effect  that 
the  Russian  Government  thas  already  com- 
menced the  construction  in  Persia  of  the 
Zulfa-Tabriz-Hamadan  line  of  railway, 
with  a  branch  to  Teheran,  and  which  is  to 
terminate  at  Bunder  Abbas  at  the  mouth 
of  the  Persian  Gulf,  and  that  several 
officers  of  the  general  staff  have  been 
instructed  to  watch  over  the  works, 
having  under  their  orders  several  regi- 
ments of  Cossacks;  whether  mr 
Majesty's  Gk)vemment  are  informed  that 
Persia  will  grant  to  Russia  the  port  of 
Bunder  Abbas  on  the  same  terms  as  those 
imder  which  Port  Arthur  has  been 
leased  to  Russia  by  China,  and  that  it  is 
the  intention  of  Russia  to  construct  a 
military  port  and  a  dockyard,  fortified  or 
otherwise,  at  Bunder  Abbas  ;  and 
whether  Her  Majesty's  Government  have 
made,  or  propose  to  make,  any  represen- 
tations on  this  subject  to  the  Government 
of  Russia  or  of  Persia. 

♦Mr.  BRODRICK  :  Her  Majesty's 
Government  have  received  no  informa- 
tion tending  to  confirm  these  statements, 
and  have  no  grounds  for  making  repre- 
sentations to  the  Russian  Grovernment  in 
regard  to  them. 

RUSSIA  AND  THE  AMIR  OF  BOKHARA. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs  whether  the  Amir  of  Bokhara  has 


ceded  to  Russia  free  of  cost  extensive  tracts 
of  land  in  the  upper  courses  of  the  Oxus, 
to  be  used  for  farming  settlements  for 
colonists  from  European  Russia,  and  has 
also  given  permission  to  Russia  to  con- 
struct military  stations  for  its  Central 
Asian  troops,  and  the  right  to  establish 
fortified  stations  on  the  frontier  of 
Afghani|tan. 

♦Mr.  BRODRICK:  Her  Majesty's 
Government  have  received  no  informa- 
tion to  this  effect,  but  it  is  within  the 
competence  of  the  Amir  of  Bokhara  to 
make  such  arrangements  as  he  may  deem 
fit  on  these  points. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES:  Is  the 
Government  destitute  of  all  information 
whatever  ? 

MAURITIUS  GARRISON. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
whether  it  is  intended  that  the  two 
Native  Indian  regiments  provided  for  the 
garrison  of  Mauntius  are  to  form  part  of 
the  permanent  regimental  establishment 
to  be  borne  on  the  Army  Estimates. 

♦Mr.  J.  POWELL-WILLIAMS  (for 
Mr.  Wyndham)  :  It  is  impossible  to  say 
at  present  whether  the  arrangement  will 
prove  to  be  a  permanent  or  only  a  tem- 
po^ry  one. 

Sir  BRAMPTON  GURDON  (Nor- 
folk,  N.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs,  with 
reference  to  his  statement  on  the  22nd 
ultimo^  that  the  British  Central  African 
natives  lately  stationed  in  Mauritius 
were  returning  to  Africa,  whether  they 
have  by  this  time  reached  their  own 
country ;  and,  if  not,  whether  they  are 
still  on  board  ship. 

♦Mr,  J.  POWELL-WILLIAMS :  They 
are  still  on  board  ship. 

Sir  BRAMPTON  GURDON :  Where 
are  they  going  to  1 

♦Mr.  J.  POWELL-WILLIAMS :  I 
must  ask  for  notice.  * 

INDIA  —  SCOTTISH      PRESBYTERIANS 
AND  THE  rsE  OF  THE  CHURCHES. 

Sir  J.  FERGUSSON  (Manchester, 
N.K):    I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of 

*  See  Tht  Puiliatiitnianj  Debates  [Fourth 
Series],  Vol.  Ixxi.v.,  p.  900. 
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State  for  India  whether  he  has  come  to 
any  decision  in  regard  to  the  claim  of  the 
Church  of  Scotland  that  Presbyterian 
soldiers  in  India  shall  share  in  the  use  of 
churches  built  at  the  public  cost  for 
Protestants,  and  that  such  use  shall  be 
regulated  by  some  other  authority  than 
the  Bishops  of  the  Church  of  England. 

The  SECRETAEY  of  STATE  for 
INDIA  (Lord  G.  Hamilton,  Middlesex, 
Ealing^ :  I  have  been  in  communication 
with  tne  Grovemment  of  India  on  the 
subject  referred  to  in  my  right  hon. 
friend's  question,  and  propose  to  present 
papers  to  Parliament  as  soon  as  my  de- 
spatch has  reached  the  Viceroy. 

INEBRIATES'  REFORMATORIES. 

Mr.  HOBHOUSE:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
i!>ecretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment whether  county  councils  can  com- 
bine for  the  management  as  well  as  the 
establishment  of  certified  inebriate  re- 
formatories, and  whether  joint  committees 
of  such  coiuicils  can  be  formed  for  the 
purpose  of  management ;  and  if  he  pro- 
poses to  make  any  regulations  for  boards 
of  management. 

♦The  secretary  of  STATE  for 
THE  HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Sir  M. 
White  Ridley,  Lancashire,  Blackpool^ : 
The  power  conferred  on  county  councils 
by  »Section  9,  Sub-section  (1)  of  the 
Inebriates  Act,  1898,  to  combine  for  the 
establishment  or  maintenance  of  a  certi- 
fied reformatory  seems  to  me  to  include 
management,  and  I  think  this  would  be  a 
matter  of  common  interest  in  respect  of 
which  county  councils  might  appoint 
joint  committees  under  Section  81  of  the 
Local  Grovemment  Act,  1888.  The  regu- 
lations which  I  have  made  prescribing  the 
duties  of  managers  would  apply  to  boards 
of  management,  though  in  special  circum- 
stances they  might  need  to  be  modified. 
I  shall  be  ready  to  consider  carefully  any 
proposal  for  joint  action  by  county  coun- 
cils, which  is  a  thing  to  be  encouraged. 

LONDON    OMNIBUSES  —  TICKET 
EXAMINERS. 

♦Mr.  T.  B.  CURRAN  (Donegal,  N.) :  I 
b^  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Home  Department  whether  he  is  aware 
that  annoyance  is  caused  to  omnibus 
passengers  in  London  through  ticket 
examiners  mounting  omnibuses  and  de- 
manding to  see  the  travellers'  tickets.; 


and  whether  these  examiueis  are  legally 
entitled  to  enforce  their  demand ;  and,  if 
not,  would  he  see  his  way  to  issue  regula- 
tions to  put  a  stop  to  this  practice. 

♦Sir  M.  white  RIDLEY  :  The  police 
have  only  received  since  1892  four  com- 
plaints of  the  practice  referred  to,  which 
whether  or  not  it  could  be  legally  enforced 
does  not  appear  to  me  to  bo  an  unreason- 
able one  when  exercised  in  a  proper 
manner.  In  any  case  I  have  no  power  to 
interfere  with  it. 

SCOTTISH     PRIVATE    BILL 
LEGISLATION. 

Mr.  JOHN  ELLIS  (Nottinghamshire, 
Rushcliffe) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Lord  Advo- 
cate whether  any  applications  have  been 
made  under  Section  1  of  the  Private 
Legislation  Procedure  (Scotland)  Act, 
1899  ;  what  is  their  number  and  nature  ; 
whether  the  Chairmen  of  Committees  of 
the  two  Houses  have  had  occasion  to  take 
action  under  Section  2  of  the  same  Act ; 
and  whether  any  action  has  been  taken 
under  Sections  4  and  5  as  to  the  forma- 
tion of  extra  Parliamentary  or  Parlia- 
j  mentary  Panels ;  and  in  that  case  will  he 
fturnish  the  House  Avith  the  names  of 
such  Commissionei*s. 

♦The    lord    ADVOCATE  (Mr,   A. 

;  Graham  Murray,  Buteshire) :  The  hon. 

'  Member  is  under  a  misapprehension.  The 
Act  does  not  come  into  effect  for  the  pur- 
poses mentioned  by  the  hon.  Member 
imtil  the  end  of  the  present  session  of 
Parliament,  and  no  action  in  the  matters 
dealt  with  in  the  question  can  be  taken 
until  then. 

COWDENBEATH    COMMISSIONERS' 
ELECTION. 

Mr.  weir  :  I   beg  to  ask  the  Lord 

Advocate  whether    the     Secretary     for 

Scotland   has  received    from  ratepayers 

resident  in  the  borough  of  Cowdenbeath, 

Fifeshire,  complaints  of  irregularities  in 

connection  witn  the  recent  election  of  the 

Cowdenbeath  Burgh  Commissioners,  and 

will  he  say  what  action  he  proposes  to 

take  in  the  matter. 

♦Mr.  a.  graham  MURRAY:  A 
complaint  alleging  the  commission  of 
irregularities  at  the  burgh  elections  at 
Cowdenbeath  in  1899  was  received  by 
the  Secretary  for  Scotland.  The  com- 
plainers  were  informed  that  the  Secretary 
for  Scotland  had  no  jurisdiction,  and  that 
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their  remedy  was  by  petition  to  the 
court.  It  would  be  impossible  to  do 
away  with  irregularities  by  special  legis- 
lation, nor  do  those  alleged  seem  to  call 
for  it.  It  is  not  proposed  to  take  any 
further  action  in  the  matter. 

POST  OFFICE  —  TELEGRAPHIC 
DELAYS. 

Mr.  a.  G.  H.  GIBBS  (London) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  as 
representing  the  Postmaster  General, 
whether  he  is  aware  of  the  delays  which 
have  occuiTed  in  the  transmission  of 
telegrams  from  Russia,  Scandinaida,  and 
Northern  Europe  generall)',  via  New- 
castle, during  the  last  foit night,  as  a  result 
of  which  telegrams  by  this  route  have 
reached  London  mainlv  after  business 
hours,  a  delay  which  has  been  the  cause 
of  loss  and  dislocation  of  business  by  this 
route,  and  what  is  the  cause  of  this  delay, 
and  when  it  is  expected  the  sernce  will 
return  to  its  normal  condition. 

The  financial  SECRETAEV  to 
THE  TREASURY  (Mr.  Hanbury,  Pres- 
ton) :  These  delays  were  caused  by  the 
))reakdown  of  the  telegraph  lines  by  the 
recent  snowstorm,  which  was  of  an  ex- 
tremely severe  character,  and  the  effects 
of  which  were  most  seriously  felt  in  the 
north-east  of  England  and  in  Scotland. 
Diuing  the  interruption  of  the  ordinary 
routes  telegrams  for  the  north  of  Europe 
were,  as  far  as  practicable,  transmitted 
via  Grermany,  the  delay  varying  from 
twenty  minutes  to  about  two  hours.  The 
normal  condition  of  the  service  has  now 
been  restored. 

CHIEF  TELEGRAPH  OFFICE,  LONDON- 
CASE  OF  D.  W.  JONES. 

Mr.  KIMBER  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  as  represent- 
ing the  Postmaster  General,  whether  Mr. 
D.  W.  Jones,  a  telegraph  clerk  with 
twenty  years  service,  stationed  at  the 
Chief  Office,  London,  has  been  threatened 
with  superannuation,  the  reason  assigned 
by  the  official  medical  officer  being  five 
single  day  absences  last  year;  whether  he  is 
aware  that  Dr.  Farrar,  of  Putney,  certified 
that  Jones  was  suffering  from  nervous 
disorder,  and  that  a  complete  change  of 
air  was  necessary ;  and  will  he  explain  why 
the  official  doctor  disregarded  the  certi- 
ficate and  ignored  the  recommendation 
of  Dr.  Farrar,  although  making  no 
examination  of  the  patient ;  and  whether 


the  Postmaster  General  will  investigate 
the  case  with  a  \'iew  of  securing  more 
lenient  treatment  to  men  of  long  and  good 
records. 

Mr.  HANBURY ;  There  has  been  no 
question  of  superannuating  Jones.  \Mien 
Jones  forwarded  Dr.  Farrar's  certificate 
of  the  23rd  January,  recommending  a 
week's  leave,  he  was  allowed  sick  leave 
for  the  whole  period  so  recommended.  He 
stated  that  he  did  not  see  his  way  clear 
to  act  on  the  advice  given  by  Dr.  Farrar 
that  he  should  take  a  change  of  air,  but 
asked  permission  to  do  so  later  on  when 
convenient  to  himself.  He  was  instructed 
to  see  the  medical  officer  of  the  Depart- 
ment before  going  away.  He  resumed 
duty,  however,  on  February  Ist. 

TELEPHONIC  COMMUNICATION  WITH 

DUNDEE. 

*SiR  J.  LENG  (Dundee) :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  as  repre- 
senting the  Postmaster-General,  whether 
he  is  aware  that  there  has  been  no  tele- 
phonic communication  between  Dundee,. 
Montrose,  and  Aberdeen  for  the  last  fort- 
night ;  whether  this  is  consequent  on  the 
telephone  wire  being  used  for  telegrapK 
messages;  whether  contractors  for  the 
use  of  the  telephone  will  be  compensated 
for  their  loss  of  service ;  and  when  the 
telephonic  communication  in  this  district 
will  be  renewed. 

Mr.  HANBURY:  On  three  days,  the 
16th,  17th,  and  18th  February,  a  section, 
between  Montrose  and  Aberdeen,  of  the 
trunk  telephone  line  from  Dundee  to 
Aberdeen  was  used  in  making  up  tele- 
graph circuits  from  Aberdeen  to  Edin- 
burgh and  Dundee.  The  telephone  line 
was  at  the  time  broken  down  south  of 
Montrose ;  and  if  the  uninjured  section 
had  not  been  used  in  the  manner 
described,  Aberdeen  would  have  been 
entirely  cut  off  from  telegraphic  com- 
munication with  the  south.  There  are 
no  contracts  or  agreements  to  which  the 
Postmaster  General  is  a  party  for  the 
general  use  of  the  tnink  wire  system. 
The  acceptance  of  each  message  is  a 
separate  transaction  as  in  the  case  of  an 
ordinary  postal  telegram,  and  no  person 
is  entitled  to  compensation  on  account  of 
an  interruption  of  the  service.  The 
restoration  of  the  Dundee-Aberdeen  trunk 
line  was  completed  and  the  line  brought 
into  use  on  the  2nd  instant. 
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Mr.  MALCOLM  (Suffolk,  Stowmarket): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury,  as  representing  the  Postmaster 
Creneral,  whether  he  is  aware  that  tele- 
crams  arriving  at  the  House  of  Commons 
directed  to  Members  after  7.30  p.m.  on 
Wednesdays  are  returned  to  the  West 
Strand  Office ;  that  such  telegrams  are 
thus  delayed  in  delivery  about  fourteen 
hours;  and  whether  he  could  arrange 
that  such  telegrams,  at  least  during  the 
present  anxiety  for  news  from  the  front, 
«hould  be  accepted  and  redirected  to 
Members'  private  addresses  without  delay. 

Mr.  HANBURY  :  After  7.30  p.m.  on 
Wednesdays,  telegrams  in  respect  of 
which  no  special  instructions  have  been 
given  by  Members  to  the  Postmaster  of 
the  House  of  Commons  are  not  sent  to 
the  House  of  Commons  at  all,  but  are 
dealt  with  at  the  West  Strand  Office, 
where  measures  are  taken  to  have  them 
jted  to  the  private  addresses  of  Mem- 

jrs.  Unfortunately  these  measures  have 
sometimes  failed  to  get  the  telegrams 
included  in  the  first  morning  delivery,  but 
the  Postmaster  General  has  now  given 
instructions  which  will  secure  their 
inclusion  in  this  delivery  in  future. 

DAIRY     PRODUCE—"  PRESUMPTIVE 
STANDARDS    OF    QUALITY." 

Mr,  HEDDERWICK  (Wick  Bui^hs) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of  the  Rjard 
of  Agriculture,  whether  any  and  what 
«teps  have  been  taken  by  the  Board  of 
Agriculture,  in  exercise  of  the  power 
<»nf erred  bv  Section  4  of  the  Sale  of  Food 
and  Dinigs  Act,  1899,  upon  the  Board,  to 
set  up  presumptive  standards  of  quality 
in  respect  of  milk,  cream,  butter,  and 
cheese. 

♦The  PRESIDENT  of  the  BOARD  of 
AGRICULTURE  (Mr.  Long,  Liverpool, 
West  Derby) :  No  regulations  imder  the 
section  referred  to  have  as  yet  been  made, 
but  I  have  appointed  a  Departmental 
Committee,  of  which  Lord  Wenlock  is 
the  Chairman,  to  consider  whether  any 
such  regulations  can  with  advantage  be 
made  in  respect  of  milk  and  cream,  and 
upon  the  report  of  the  Committee  the 
iurther  action  to  be  taken  will  to  a  great 
extent  depend. 

FOOT  AND  MOUTH  DISEASE 
REGULATIONS. 

Mr.  STEVENSON  (Suffolk,  Eye) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
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Agriculture  whether  he  is  now  prepared 
to  frame  regulations  for  the  purpose  of 
meeting  the  case  of  small  farmers  and 
others  who  may  require,  as  a  matter  of 
urgency,  to  sena  a  cow  to  a  neighbouring 
farm  and  back  for  stock  purposes. 

*Mr.  LONG  :  By  an  oi-der  which  comes 
into  operation  to-day  facilities  for  the 
movement  of  stock  for  breeding  purposes 
will  be  afforded  in  certain  portions  of  the 
scheduled  district,  which  ^W1],  1  think, 
meet  the  case  to  which  the  hon.  Member 
refers. 


EDUCATION— CORPORAL   PUNISH- 
MENT  IN  ELEMENTARY  SCHOOLS. 

Sir  JOHN  BRUNNER  (Cheshire, 
Northwich) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Vice-Presi- 
dent, of  the  Committee  of  Council  on 
Education  whether  he  can  see  his  way  to 
renew  the  instruction  to  Her  Majesty's 
inspectors  requiring  records  to  be  kept  in 
the  logbooks  of  elementary  schools  of  «dl 
cases  of  the  infliction  qf  corporal  punish- 
ment, which  instruction  was,  as  stated  by 
him,  withdrawn  in  1891  without  reason 
assigned  or  representations  made;  and 
whether  he  is  aware  that  infants  of  three 
and  four  years  of  age  have  been  caned  in 
elementary  schools. 

Mr.  gray  (West  Ham,  N.) :  Before 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  answers  may  I 
ask  a  question  of  which  I  have  given  him 
private  notice — namely,  whether  in  the 
opinion  of  the  Education  Department 
many  objectionable  forms  of  punishment 
which  were  encouraged  by  the  rule  in 
question  have  not  been  abandoned  since 
the  rule  was  withdrawn  ? 

The  VICE-PRESIDENT  of  the 
COMMITTEE  of  COUNCIL  on  EDU- 
CATION (Sir  J.  GORST,  Cambridge 
University)  :  The  statement  made  by  me 
was  that  no  record  of  the  reasons  and 
representations  now  exists,  not  that  no 
reasons  were  ever  assigned  and  no  repre- 
sentations ever  made.  But  the  sugges- 
tion of  the  hon.  Member  shall  receive 
careful  consideration  when  the  instruc- 
tions to  inspectors  are  issued,  as  they  will 
be  shortly.  Canes  arc,  I  regret  to  say, 
used  in  some  infant  schools.  In  regard 
to  the  supplemental  (luestion,  I  cannot 
say  that  the  Committee  of  Council  are  of 
opinion  that  any  such  beneficial  results 
have  followed  from  the  dropping  of  the 
regulation. 
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CHURCH    COPPENHALL    BOARD 
SCHOOL,   CREWE. 

Mr.  SAMUEL  SMITH  (FUnt^hire) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Vice-President  of  the 
Committee  of  Council  on  Education 
whether  he  can  state  if  the  parish 
almanack  containing  announcements  that 
confessions  were  received  every  Sunday 
evening,  asserting  the  doctrine  of  the 
Apostolic  Succession  of  the  clergy  of  the 
Church  of  England,  advocating  prayers 
for  the  dead,  and  deprecating  the  use  of 
the  word  Protestant  as  applied  to  the 
Church  of  England,  still  continues  to  be 
affixed  to  the  wall  inside  of  the  board 
school  of  Church  Coppenhall,  Crewe ; 
and  whether  certain  board  schools  have 
been  threatened  with  Avithdrawal  of  the 
grant  if  they  used  the  Church  Catechism ; 
and  if  so,  whether  it  is  consistent  with 
the  rules  of  the  Education  Department 
for  such  an  almanack  to  be  openly  dis- 
played in  the  Church  Coppenhall  Board 
School. 

Sir  J.  GORST :  I  hav^  1>een  informed 
by  the  rector  of  the  parish  that  (1)  the 
almanack  was  never  put  up  on  school 
board  premises;  (2)  it  was  put  up  for 
Sunday  use  only  in  premises  leased  to 
the  board  on  five  days  in  the  week  ;  (3) 
the  rector  publicly  stated  some  days  ago 
that  as  chairman  of  the  board  he  had 
ordered  its  removal  during  dav  school 
hours.  I  can  add  nothing  to  the  state- 
ment I  have  already  made  that  the  Com- 
mittee of  Council  does  not  appear  to  have 
any  jurisdiction  over  the  almanack. 


EDUCATIONAL  CONSULTATIVE 
COMMITTEE, 

Sir  F.  S.  POWELL  (Wigan) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Vice-President  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Council  on  Education  whether 
it  is  proposed  that  the  National  Union  of 
Teachers  should  be  represented  on  the 
Consultative  Committee  about  to  be 
formed  under  Section  4  of  the  Education 
Act  of  1899 ;  and,  if  so,  whether  there 
will  also  be  provided  adequate  represen- 
tation for  the  National  Society  and  the 
Associations  of  Voluntarv  Schools. 

Sir  J.  GORKT:  It  is  not  intended 
that  either  the  National  Union  of 
Teachers  or  any  other  outside  associa- 
tion shall  be  expressl}'  represented  upon 
the  Consultative  Committee. 


« STOP     THE     WAR  "      MEETING    AT 
EXETER  HALL,  2nd  MARCH,  1900. 

Sir  WILFRID  LAWSON  (Cumber- 
land, Cockermouth) :  I  beg  to  ask  Mr. 
Attorney  Greneral  whether  his  attentions 
has  been  called  to  certain  incitements  to 
riot  and  breach  of  the  peace ;  and 
whether  he  will  call  the  attention  of  the 
Public  Prosecutor  to  the  matter. 

The  attorney  GENERAL  (Sir 
Richard  Webster,  Isle  of  Wight) :  My 
attention  has  not  been  called  to  any 
incitement  to  riot  or  breach  of  the  peace, 
but  the  hon.  Baronet  has  been  good 
enough  to  send  me  an  extract  from  the 
Sun  newspaper.  In  my  opinion  the 
paragraph  does  not  fall  within  that 
description,  and  certainly  there  was- 
nothing  that  would  justify  my  directing 
any  action  on  tbe  part  of  the  Public 
Prosecutor. 

IRISH      train      service  —  IRREGU- 
LARITIES. 

Mr.  field  (Dublin,  St.  Patrick) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade,  whether  he  will  cause  inquiry  to 
be  made  as  to  the  inconvenience  caused  to 
the  public  at  large,  particularly  the  people 
of  Sligo  and  neighbouring  towns,*  by  the 
irregularities  as  to  the  trains  belonging  to 
the  Midland  Great  Western,  the  Sligo,. 
Leitrim,  and  Northern,  and  Waterford, 
Limerick,  and  Western  Companies,  those 
trains  being  often  from  ten  to  sixty 
minutes  late  on  arrival  at  Sligo  terminus. 

The  president  of  the  BOARD 
OF  TRADE  (Mr.  Ritchie,  Croydon) :  I 
can  only  direct  the  attention  of  these 
railway  companies  to  the  complaint  of  in- 
convenience contained  in  the  hon. 
Member's  question,  and  this  has  been 
done. 

IRISH    RAILWAY    AMALGAMATION 

BILLS. 

Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN:  I  beg  ta 
ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  with 
reference  to  a  letter  addressed  by  the 
Irish  Board  of  Works  to  the  Limerick 
Harbour  Board,  warning  that  bodyjnot  to 
incur  any  expense  in  connection  with  the 
opposition  to  the  Great  Southern  and 
Western  Railway  Companies  Amalgama- 
tion Bill  now  before  Parliament  without 
the  consent  of  the  Board  of  Works* 
whether  he  is  aware  that  the  promoters  of 
the  Amalgamation  Bill  have  been  circu- 
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lating  a  report  that  the  Boani  of  Works  TELEPHONES  IN  COUNTY  CORK, 
is  in  favour  of  their  Bill ;  whether  he  is  Dr.  TANNER  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secre- 
aware  ^  that  the  Limerick  Corporation,  j  tary  to  the  Treasury,  as  representing  the 
Limerick  Harbour  Board,  and  all  other ,  Postmaster  General,  whether  steps  will 
representative  bodies  in  Limerick  City,  -  be  taken  by  the  postal  authorities  to  pro- 
are  representing  the  wishes  of  the  citizens  |  vide  telephonic  communication  between 
in  opix>sing  the  proposed  amalgamation  ;  |  Macroom,  Coachford,  Crookstown,  and 
whether  he  is  aware  that  the  Limerick  j  Cork ;  and,  if  so,  how  soon  will  it  be  in 
Harbour  BoiBrd  is  a  solvent  body  fully  j  working  oider,  and  by  what  route  will  it 
able  to  meet  its  liabilities ;  and  whether  i  be  laid, 
he  will  see  that  no  further  action  is  taken 

in  this  matter  by  the  Board  of  Works  ^R.  HANBURY :  There  are  no  local 
which  might  interfere  in  any  way  with  i  telephone  exchanges  at  Macroom,  Coach- 
the  right  of  the  Limerick  Harbour  Board  |  ^<>"I»  and  Crookstown,  and  no  application 
to  influence  Parliament  in  opposition  to  a  '  *>^  ^e^  ^^^  ^^^  ^^"^  wire  extensions. 
Bill  now  awaiting  its  consideration.  I  The  very  small  amount  of  business  which 

could  be  expected  would  not  justify  the 
^Mr.  HANBURY :  I  have  no  knowledge  t  Postmaster  General  in    providing    tele- 


phone trunk  wire  communication  with 
these  places  expect  under  guarantee. 
There  are  already  public  telegraph  offices 


of  any  reports  circulated  by  the  promoters 

of  the  Amalgamation  Bill,  but  the  action 

of  the  Board  of  Works  with  regard  to  it 

has  been  confined  to^  protecting  its  own  '  in  all  three  places. 

interests,     firstly     as     mortgagee,     and 

secondly  as  the  protector  of  certain  State  !      THE  MURDER  OF  MR.  BIRD  AT 

aided  railways.     I  do  not  know  whether  BANTRY. 

all  representative  bodies  are  joining  in       Mr.  WILLIAM  JOHNSTON  (Belfast, 

this  opposition,  or  how  far  their  action  >  S.):  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 

either  way  represents  the  wishes  of  the   Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  his  at- 

citizens.     The  solvency   of  the  Harbour   tention  has  been  called  to  a  meeting  of  the 

Board  is  not  questioned.    The  Board  of   United  Irish  Lea^e,  held  in  Bantry  on 

Works  have  a. considerable  interest  in  the    Sunday  the  18th  Februarv,  when,  in  the 

expenditiu*e  of  the  Harbour  Board,  because    course  of  his  speech,  Mr.  William  O'Brien 

all  its  surplus  revenue  is  applied  to  reduc-  \  stated  that  alien  landlordism  has  left  the 

ing  the  principal  of  one  of  their  loans,  and    marks  of  its  bloodstained  fingers  on  the 

accordingly  I  do  not  propose  to  interfere   necks  of  an  oppressed  and  suffering  people, 

with  their  action.  '  and  that  he  advocated  the  destruction  of 

x€  TiATiT>T/^Tr  /\moTt7XT  xc  T  1  laudlonlism  and  the  ending  of  the  rent 
Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN  :  May  I  ask  |  ^^.^^  ^^  asked  what  had  fcen  gained  by 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  if  he  is  aware  ,  ,^3,,^  ^^  quietness;  whether  he  is 
that  only  last  session  the  Chief  Secretary  ^^^^  ^^at,  on  the  Satuniay  of  the  same 
for  IreUnd  met  a  deputation  of  all  the  ^^y.  j^j^  y^mmm  Bird,  J.P.,  a  land- 
representative  bodi^  who  stated  their  ,  ^^„^^  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^^  ^^  muitiered  in 
views  to  him  1  And  with  regard  to  the  ;  ^^3  ^^^^  ^^  ^^^  ^^^  whether  it  is 
question  of  solvency  is  it  not  the  iact  ^^^  intention  of  the  Government  to  take 
that  this    Harbour  Board  has  not  only  ;  ^^^^^  ^^h  res'pect  to  meetings  of 


paid  up  all  the  instalments  of  interest  due 
but  has  reduced  its  capital  debt  by 
£36,000  \    And  if  that  be  so,  what  is  the 


the  United  Irish  League. 
Captain  DONELAN  :  Before  the  right 


special  reason  which  called  for  this  warn-    hon.   Gentleman    answers,    may    I    ask 


ing  this  year  and  not  last  ? 


whether  he  is  aware  that  manv  of  the 


**#  tTAXTT>TT«Ar  t^  •  .1  ^  Umomst  Members  are  pledged  to  the 
♦Mr,  HANBURY :  One  reason  is  that  i  abolition  of  hndlordism  on  the  terms 
they  spent  so  much  money  kst  year  that  advocated  by  Mr.  William  O'Brien- 
they  cannot  afford  it  this  y^r.  ^^^1     ^    compulsory  purchase 


Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN  :  I  rise 


♦Mr.  speaker  :  Order,  onier !    The 
hon.  Member  must  not  persist  in  arguing. 


♦Mr.  speaker  :  Order,  order !  That 
does  not  arise  out  of  the  question  on  the 
Paper. 

The  attorney  GENERAL  foe 


Mr.    PATRICK    O'BRIEN:   I    shalU  IRELAND     (Mr.    Atkinson,    London- 
refer  to  the  question  again.  1  deny,  N.) :  My  attention  has  been  called 
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to  the  meeting  referred  to.  According 
to  the  report  published  in  the  Freeman^s 
Journal  newspaper,  dated  February  19th, 
Mr.  William  O'Brien  appears  to  have 
used  language  substantially  to  the  pur- 
port and  effect  mentioned.  The  answer 
to  the  second  paragraph  is  in  the  affirma- 
tive. A  man  has  been  arrested  charged 
with  the  commission  of  the  crime,  and 
the  investigation  into  his  case  is  now  pro- 
ceeding. Under  these  circumstances  I 
must  abstain  from  expressing  any  opinion 
as  to  the  alleged  connection  between  the 
occurrences  mentioned  in  the  first  para- 
graph and  the  crime.  The  Government 
have  prevented,  and  will  continue  to 
prevent,  meetings  being  held  under  the 
auspices  of  the  United  Irish  League  when 
there  was,  or  in  the  future  may  be, 
reasonable  ground  for  believing  that  the 
meetings,  if  held,  would  lead  to  intimida- 
tion or  a  breach  of  the  peace. 

IRISH     LAND    SALES-RAE     ESTATE, 
COUNTY    KERRY. 

Sir  T.  G.  ESMONDE  (Kerry,  W.) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  if  he  can  give 
the  reason  for  the  delay  in  carrying  out 
the  sale  to  the  tenants  of  the  Rae  Estate 
at  Keel,  County  Kerry,  and  when  the  sale 
will  be  completed. 

Mr.  ATKINSON:  The  delay  arose 
owing  to  the  fact  that  the  owners  and  in- 
cumbrancers had  entered  into  negotiations 
for  the  discharge  of  the  Receiver  and  the 
dismissal  of  the  petition  for  sale  of  the 
estate.  The  solicitor  having  carriage  of 
the  proceedings  has  informed  the 
Registrar  of  the  Land  Judge's  Court  that 
an  arrangement  has  been  arrived  at  in 
the  matter,  and  that  an  application  for 
the  purpose  mentioned  will  shortly  be 
made  to  the  Court. 


DUBLIN  STUDENTS  AND  THE  CIVIC 

FLA(i.  I 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND  (Clare,  ' 
K) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  | 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether 
he  is  aware  that  a  number  of  students  in 
Dublin  attacked  the  Mansion  House  and 
tore  down  the  civic  flag  on  1st  ^larch ; 
and  that  this  is  the  second  time  in  a  few 
months  that  attacks  of  this  kind  have  been 
made  ;  and  what  steps  are  to  be  taken  to 
protect  the  Mansion  House  of  Dublin 
from  such  attacks. 


Mr.  ATKINSON :  I  am  informed  that 
on  the  1st  instant  a  number  of  students 
obtained  access  to  the  Mansion  House 
grounds  by  climbing  over  the  garden  wall, 
and  that  they  then  lowered  the  civic  flag 
and  threw  it  into  the  adjoining  street. 
The  police,  however,  cjuickly  arrived  on 
the  scene  and  restored  the  flag  to  the 
Mansion  House.  Several  arrests  were 
made,  and  three  of  the  prisoners,  who 
were  at  once  brought  before  the  dinsional 
magistrate,  were  fined  40s.  each.  With 
regard  to  the  second  paragraph,  there  was 
a  constable  on  special  duty  in  front  of  the 
Mansion  House  on  the  occasion  in  ques- 
tion. He  did  his  utmost  to  prevent  the 
students  from  entering  the  garden,  .but 
was  overpowered  and  roughly  handled. 
The  occurrence  was  entirely  unexpected 
and  only  lasted  for  a  few  minutes.  I 
would  refer  to  the  statement  made  by  my 
right  hon.  friend  the  Chief  Secretary  in 
answer  to  a  question  put  to  him  on  the 
2nd  February  in  reference  to  the  similar 
reprehensible  proceedings  which  took 
place  at  the  Mansion  House  in  December 
last. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND  :  May  I 
ask  if  evidence  was  not  given  to  the  effect 
that  one  policeman  was  knocked  down  by 
those  loyal  students  ? 

Mr.  ATKINSON  :  I  am  not  aware  of 
that. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND :  May  I 
ask  whether  the  right  hon.  Grentlemen's 
attention  was  drawn  to  the  report  of  the 
local  police  of  that  case,  when  it  was 
stated  that  one  police  constable  was 
knocked  down  and  kicked  t 

Mr.  ATKINSON :  The  only  informa- 
tion I  have  upon  the  matter  is  that  one 
constable  had  his  uniform  torn,  and  not 
that  he  was  knocked  down. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Louth,  N.) :  Has 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  any  objection  to 
a  ruimber  of  students  climbing  over  the 
Castle  wall  and  tearing  down  the  Union 
Jack? 

Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN  :  May  I  ask 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  whether,  in 
cases  where  Nationalist  distiu'bances 

♦.Mr.  speaker  :  Order,  orfer  !  [After 
a  pause,  during  which  Mr.  O'Brien  re- 
mained standing]  :  The  hon.  Member  is 
now   repeating  the  practice  to   which  I 
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have  before  called  his  attention — namely, 
continuing  to  stand  after  I  have  called 
him  to  order. 

Mr,   PATRICK    O'BRIEN:    I   only 
-want  to  point  a  moral. 

RIOTS  IN  BELFAST. 

Dr.  TANNER:  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ire- 
land   whether  his    attention   has    been 
drawn   to   the  behaviour  of    an  Orange 
party  in  Belfast,  who  wrecked  the  houses 
and  places  of  business  of  Roman  Catholics ;  I 
whether  he  is  aware  that  another  Orange  ; 
party,  on  last  Wednesday  nieht,  singing 
"  Soldiers  of  the  Queen,"  broke  the  win- 
dows of  the  Christian  Brothers'  Schools, 
and  the  glass  door  and  fanlight  in  the  . 
Roman  Catholic  Club,  severely  beat  and  | 
illtreated    two    yoimg    girls    who    were 
coming    out    of    St.    Patrick's    Church, 
besides  doing  much  damage  in  Donegal  ' 
Street,  Divis  Street,   and  York   Street ; , 
and  whether,  seeing  that  the  police  were  I 
powerless  to  prevent  rioting  on  Wednes- 1 
day  night,  steps  will  be  taken  to  prevent  | 
similar   demonstrations    against  Roman  * 
Catholics  on  occasions  of  national  excite- 
ment. 

Mr.  ATKINSON :  As  far  as  I  can  | 
gather  from  the  information  before  me,  | 
it  appears  that  on  Wednesday  last  large 
crowds  of  people,  accompanied  by  several 
bands,  marched  through  the  streets  of 
Belfast  full  of  excitement  and  e.ithusiasm  i 
on  account  of  the  relief  of  Ladysmith.  j 
When  passing  through  Donegal  Street  I 
.and  York  Street  a  few  individuals  in  the 
procession,  I  regret  to  say,  broke  the 
windows  in  several  houses,  which,  with 
three  exceptions,  were  the  property  of 
Roman  Catholics,  including  the  Christian 
Brothers  Schools  and  the  Catholic  Club. 
One  girl  who  was  standing  in  the  porch 
of  St.  Patrick's  Church  was  struck  with 
a  stone,  accidentally  it  would  appear. 
She  was  taken  to  the  Royal  Hospital, 
where  it  was  found  she  was  slightly 
injured  on  the  cheek.  The  police  are  not 
^ware  that  a  second  person  was  struck,  as 
alleged.  Subsequently,  .and  in  another 
part  of  the  city,  a  Nationalist  mob  turned 
out,  and  by  way  of  retaliation,  broke 
windows  in  sixteen  houses  which,  with 
one  exception,  were  the  property  of  Pro- 
testants. Owing  to  the  prompt  inter- 
vention of  the  police  there  was  no  serious 
rioting  or  disturbance  of  the  public  peace. 


The  police  in  Belfast  are  instructed  to 
do  their  utmost  to  preserve  the  peace 
and  to  prevent  collisions  between  the 
rival  parties,  and  this  difficult  duty  they 
have  hitherto  succeeded  in  performing 
with  zeal  and  efficiency. 

Dr.  TANNER :  This  question  has 
been  somewhat  changed  since  I  put  it  on 
the  Paper.  !May  I  ask  whether  steps 
will  be  taken  in  case  of  defeat  to  secure 
th»^  Catholics  of  Belfast  from  having  their 
windows  broken  and  their  premises 
attacked.  We  have  heard  of  the  retreat 
of  General  BuUer  over  and  over  again, 
and 

♦Mr.  speaker  :  Order,  order  ! 

Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN  :  May  I  ask 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  if  he  can 
answer  my  question  of  last  Friday  as  to 
the  occurrences  at  Portadown  1 

♦Mr.  speaker  :  That  does  not  arise 
out  of  the  question  on  the  Paper. 

IRISH    PRISONS— EXERCISE  YARDS. 

Dr.  tanner  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  in  how  many  prisons  in  Ireland 
are  there  open  air  exercise  yards  with 
sholtei*s  in  case  of  rain,  and  how  do  the 
ordinary 'prisons  compare  with  convict 
prisons  in  Ireland.  Is  he  aware  that, 
owing  to  the  humidity  of  climate,  prisoners 
are  frequently  given  their  two  hours 
daily  exercise  in  the  rain,  and  often  no 
exercise  in  consequence  of  no  sheltered 
yard,  being  proviaed ;  and  whether  any 
steps  will  be  taken  to  remedy  this  state 
of  things. 

Mr.  ATKINSON:  It  will  take  a 
couple  of  days  to  collect  the  information 
necessary  to  enable  me  to  answer  this 
question,  and  I  would  ask  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber to  repeat  it  on  Thursday  next. 

MUNICIPAL     TRADING     COMMITTEE. 

Mr.  KIMBER  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  whether,  pending 
the  appointment  of  the  Municipal  Trading 
Committee  recently  promised  by  him, 
the  Grovernment  will  oppose,  or  cause  to 
be  deferred,  any  Bills  or  clauses  in  Bills 
promoted  by  municipal  authorities  seek- 
ing powers  to  trade  or  manufacture. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  In  answer  to 
my  hon.   friend  I  have  to  say  that  no 
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general  principle,  I  think,  such  as  he 
suggests  could  be  adopted.  Each  case 
must  be  considered  on  its  merits,  and 
midoubtedly  the  fact  that  a  Committee  is 
sitting,  or  is  proposed  to  sit,  upon  the 
subject  is  a  factor  that  will  be  taken  into 
account. 

Mr.  COHEN  (Islington,  E.)  :  I  beg  to 
Ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  when 
he  expects  to  appoint  the  Committee  on 
Municipal  Trading,  which  on  the  19th 
February  he  informed  the  House  he  pro- 
posed should  be  appointed  without 
delay. 


Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  :  The  reference 
will  be  put  on  the  Paper  in  a  day  or  two. 


SITTINGS  OF  THE  HOUSE  (EXEMPTION 
FROM  THE  STANDING  ORDER). 

I      Motion  made,  and  Question  put,  "  That 

i  the    proceedings  of  the    Committee    of 

I  Ways  and  Means,  if  the  Committee   be 

I  sitting  at  Twelve  o'clock  this  night,  be 

I  not    interrupted     under    the    Standing 

I  Order,    Sittings    of   the    House." — {Mr, 

I  Bnlfotir.) 

The     House     divided: — Ayes,    274  ; 
^  Noes,  30.     (DiWsion  List  No.  51.) 


Allhuaen,  Augustus  Hy.  Eden 
Allison,  Robert  Andrew 
Archdale,  Edward  Menyn 
Arnold,  Alfred 
Atkinson,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Bailey,  Jamee  (Walworth) 
Baird,  John  George  Alexander 
Baker,  Sir  John 
Baldwin,  Alfred 
Balf our,Rt.  Hon. A.J.  (Mancli' ) 
Banbury,  Frederick  George 
Barnes,  Frederic  Gorell 
Barry,RtHn  AHSmith^  Hunts 
Bartley,  George  C.  T. 
Beach,  Rt.HnSirM.H.  (Bristol 
Be^,  Ferdinand  Faithfull 
Bethell,  Commander 
Biddulph,  Michael 
Bill,  Charles 
Billson,  Alfred 
Birrell,  Augustine 
Blundell,  (Lionel  Henry 
Bonsor,  Henry  (^mo  Orme 
Bowles,  Capt.  H.F.(  Middlesex 
Bowles,  T.Gibeon(King*8Lynn 
Brodrick,  Rt.  Hon.  St.  John 
Brown,  Alexander  H. 
Brunner,  Sir  John  Tomlinson 
Bryce,  Rt.  Hon.  James 
Brymer,  William  Ernest 
Buchanan,  Thomas  Rybum 
Buxton,  Sydney  Charles 
Caldwell,  James 
Cameron,SirCharle9(Glasgow) 
Cameron,  Robert  (Durham) 
Campbell,  J.  H.  M.  (Dublin) 
Campbell-Bannerman,  Sir  H. 
Carmichael,  Sir  T.  D.  Gibson- 
Carson,  Rt.  Hon.  Edward 
Causton,  Richard  Knight 
Cavendish,  V.  C.  W.(  Derbyshire 
Cayzer,  Sir  Charles  William 
Cecil, Evelyn  (Hertford,  East) 
Cecil,  I^rd  Hugh  (Greenwich) 
Chamberlain,  Rt  Hn.  J.  (Birm. 
Chamberiain,J.Austen(Worc*r 
Channing,  Francis  Allston 
Charrington,  Spencer 
Chelsea,  Viscount 
Clare,  Octavius  Leigh 
Coghill,  Douglas  Harry 
Cohen,  Benjamin  Lou^s 


AYES. 

CollingH,  Rt.  Hon.  Jesse 
Colomb,  Sir  John  Chas.  Ready 
Colston,  Chas.  E.  H.  Athole 
Cooke,  V.  W.  R,  (Hereford) 
Corbett,  A.  Cameron  (GPsgV) 
Cornwallis,  FiennesStanley  W. 
Courtney,Rt.  Hon.  Leonard  H. 
Cripps,  Charles  Alfred 
Crombie,  John  W^illiam 
Cubitt,  Hon.  Henry 
Currie,  Sir  Donald 
Curzon,  Visfcount 
Dalkeith,  Earl  of 
Dairy  mple.  Sir  Charles* 
Davies,M.  Vaughan- (Cardigan) 
Denny,  Colonel 
Dewar,  Arthur 
Dilke,  Rt.  Hon.  Sb  Charles 
Dixon-Hartland,  Sir  F.  Dixon 
Donkin,  Richanl  Sim 
Dorington,  Sir  John  Edward 
Doughty,  lieorge 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Drage,  (jreoffrey 
DucKWorth,  James 
Dunn,  Sir  William 
Ellis,  John  Edward 
Emmott,  Alfred 
Evans,Sir  Francis  H.(South'n) 
Evershed,  Sydney 
Faber,  George  Denison 
Fardell.  Sir  T.  George 
Farquharson,  Dr.  Robert 
Fellowes,  Hon.  Ail^yn  Edw. 
Fergusson,  Rt.  Hn.  SirJ .  (Man'r 
Finch,  (jreorge  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Kobt.  Bannatyne 
Firbfuik,  Joseph  Thomas 
Fisher,  William  Haves 
Fison,  Frederick  William 
Fitzmaurice,  Lord  Edmund 
Flannerj',  Sir  Fortescue 
Fletcher,  Sir  Henry 
Flower,  Ernest 
Forster,  Henry  William 
Foster,  Colonel  (Lancaster) 
Foster,  Sir  Walter  (Derby  Co.) 
Fowler,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Henry 
Galloway,  William  Johnson 
Garfit,  Avilliam 
Gedge,  Sydney 
Gibbs,Hon.A.G.H.(City  of  L.) 


Giles,  Charles  Tyrrell 
Gilliat,  John  Saunders 
Goddard,  Daniel  Ford 
Gold,  Charles 

Gordon,  Hon.  John  Edward 
Gorst,  Rt.  H-m.  Sir  J.  Eldon 
Goschen,Rt  HnGJ(StGeorge'8) 
(Toschen,  George  J.  (Sussex) 
Goulding,  Edward  Alfred 
Graham,  Henrv  Robert 
Gray,  Ernest  (West  Ham) 
Greene,  Hy.  D.  (Shrewsbury) 
Grey,  Sir  Edward  (Berwick) 
Gunion,  Sir  Wm.  Brampton 
Halsey,  Thomas  Frederick 
Hamilton,  Rt.  Hn .  LordGeorge 
Han  bury,  Rt.Hn.  Robert  Wm. 
Hanson,  Sir  Reginald 
Harcourt,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  W. 
Hardy,  Laurence 
Hayne,  Rt.  Hn.  Clmrles  Seale* 
Hazell,  Walter 
Heaton,  John  Henniker 
Hedderwick,  Thomas  C.  H. 
Hemphill,  Rt.  Hon.  C.  H. 
Henaerson,  Alexander 
Hoare,  Sir  Samuel  (Norwich) 
Hobhouse,  Henry 
Holland,  William  Henry 
Horniman,  Frederick  John 
Houldsworth,  Sir  Wm.  Henry 
Houston,  R.  P. 
Howard,  Joseph 
Hozier,  Hon.  Jas.  Henry  Cecil 
Hublwrd,  Hon.  Evelyn 
Hudson,  (leorge  Bickersteth 
Hutton,  Alfred  E.  (Morley) 
Jeffreys,  Arthur  Frederick 
Jessel,  Capt.  Herbert  Merton 
Johnston,  William  (Belfast) 
Johnstone,  Heywood  (Sussex 
Jones,  Wm.  (Carnarvonshire) 
KayShuttleworth,RtHnSirU 
Keswick,  William 
Kimber,  Henry 
Kinloch,  Sir  John  George  S. 
Kitson,  Sir  James 
Knowles,  Lees 
Lafone,  Alfred 
Laurie,  Lieut -General 
Lawrence,SirE  Duming-(Com 
Lawrence,  Wm.  F.  (Liverpool) 
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LawRon,  John  Grant  (Yorks.) 
Lecky,  Rt.  Hon.  William  E.H. 
Leese,  Sir  J.  F.  (Accrington) 
Leighton,  Stanley 
Leng,  Sir  John 

Llewelyn,  Sir  Dillwyn  (Swans) 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Erskine 
Long,  Rt.  Hn.  W.  (Liverpool) 
Lopes,  Henry  Yarde  Buller 
Lome,  Marqness  of 
Lowe,  Francis  William 
Loyd,  Archie  Kirkman 
Macartney,  W.  G.  Ellison 
Macdona,  John  Cnmming 
Maclean,  James  Mackenzie 
Maclure,  Sir  John  William 
M^Crae,  Geoi*ge 
M'Ewan,  William 
M'lver,  Sir  L.  (Edinburgh,  W. 
M'Killop,  James 
Maddison,  Fred. 
Malcolm,  Ian 
Marks,  Henry  Hananel 
Massey-Main  waring,  Hn  W.F. 
Mellor,  Colonel  (LaSicashire) 
Middlemore,  J.  Throgmort<m 
Milward,  Colonel  Victor 
Monckton,  Edward  Philip 
Montagu,  Sir  S.  (Whitechapel 
Moon,  Edward  Robert  Pacy 
More,  R.  Jasper  (Shropshire) 
Morrison,  Walter 
Morton,  ArthurH  A.  (Deptford) 
Morton,  Ed.  J.C.(Devonport) 
Mttrray,Rt  HnAGraham(Bute 
Murray,  Clias.  J.  (Coventry) 
Murray,  Col.Wyndham(Batb) 
Myers,  William  Henry 
Nicol,  Donald  Ninian 
Norton,  Capt.  Cecil  William 
Oldroyd,  Mark 


{5  March  1900} 

:  Orr-Ewing,  Charles  Lindsay 
Palmer,  GeoreeWm.  (Reading 
Petise,  Herb.  rike(  Darlington 
Pease,  Joseph  A.  (Northumb.) 
Pilkington,SirG.A.(LancsS.W 
Pollock,  Harry  Frederick 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Priestley,  Briges  (Yorks.) 
Pryce- Jones,  Lt.-Col.  Edward 
Purvis,  Robert 
Pym,  C.  Guy 

Rasch,  Major  Frederic  Came 
Reid,  »Sir  Robert  Threshie 
Renshaw,  Charles  Bine 
Rentoul,  Jame««  Alexander 
Richanlson,  Sir  T.  (Hartlepi) 
Riekett.  J.  Compton 
Ridloy,  Rt.  Hn.SirMatthewW. 
Ritchie,  Rt.  Hn.Chas.  Thomson 
Roberts,  John  H.  (Denbighs.) 
Roljertson,  Edmund  (Dundee) 
Robertson,  Herb.  (Hackney) 
Robson,  William  Snowdon 
Rollit,  Sir  All>ert  Kaye 
Rothschild,  Hn.  Lionel  Walter 
Runoiman,  Walter 
Russell,  Gen.  F.S.  (Cheltenham 
Russell,  T.  W.  (Tyrone) 
Ryder,  John  Herllert  Dudley 
Samuel,  H.  S.  (Limehouse) 
Samuel,  J.  (Stockton-on-Tees) 
Sandys,  Lieut. -Col.  T.  Myles 
Sassoon,  Sir  Edward  Albert 
Seely,  Charles  Hilton 
Sharpe,  WiUiam  Edward  T. 
Shaw,  Thomas  (Hawick  B.) 
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WAYS  AND  MEANS. 
Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

[Mr.  J.  W.  LONVTHER  (Cumberhvnd,  Pen- 
rith) in  the  Chair.] 

The  Budget  Statement. 

♦The   chancellor    of   the    EX- 
CHEQUER   (Sir     M.     Hicks    Beach, 


Bristol,  W.) :  When  in  October  last*  I 
obtained  the  authority  of  Parliament  for 
the  issue  of  eight  millions  of  Treasury 
bills  towards  the  expenses  of  the  war,  I 
reminded  the  Committee  that,  although 
at  that  time  it  seemed  justifiable  to  enter- 
tain hopes  that  the  campaign  might  be 
brought  to  a  successful  issue  by  the  31st 
of  the  present  month,  no  one  could  fore- 

]      *  See  Thr  Parliamentary  Debates  [Fonrth 
i  Series],  Vol.  IxxHL,  page  50d» 
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see  either  the  duration  or  the  total  cost 
of  such  a  war  as  that  in  which  we  were 
engaged.  I  did  not  ask  at  that  time  for 
any  additional  taxation  towards  the  ex- 
penditure on  the  war,  for  reasons  which 
I  think  were  approved  of  by  the  great 
majority  of  the  country.  I  stated  that, 
in  my  judgment,  it  would  be  perfectly 
possible,  and  it  would  be  right,  that  the 
debt  proposed  to  be  incurred  should  be 
paid  off  by  the  end  of  the  financial  year 
itf ter  next ;  and  I  think  that  the  yield  of 
the  revenue  since  that  date  has  shown 
that  that  expectation  was  absolutely  jus- 
tified. More  than  that — in  my  belief,  if 
to  that  eight  millions  it  had  been  neces- 
sary to  add  the  thirteen  millions  which  has 
isince  been  voted  by  Parliament,  I  feel  con- 
fident that,  without  any  material  increase 
of  taxation,  the  debt  might  have  been  paid 
off  by  the  date  which  I  named,  having 
regard  to  that  of  which  I  reminded  the 
Committee  last  October,  the  capacity  of 
the  Transvaal  to  bear  a  reasonable  share 
of  the  expenses  of  this  war. 

With  regard  to  that  point  I  entirely 
iidhere  to  the  opinion  I  then  expressed ; 
but  I  am  bound  to  say  that  the  events 
which  have  occurred  during  the  past 
five  months,  the  claims  which  must 
undoubtedly  be  made  for  compensa- 
tion by  our  loyal  colonists  in  Natal 
for  losses  sustained  at  the  hands  of 
the  Boers,  and  the  enormous  increase  in 
the  war  expenditure  compared  with  that 
of  which  we  were  then  speaking,  make 
me  feel  that  the  capacity  of  the  Trans- 
vaal to  bear  the  cost  of  this  war  is  a  less 
important  factor — though  still  an  impor- 
tant factor — than  I  estimated  it  to  be  in 
October  last.  We  must  recognise  that 
since  that  time  the  whole  financial  situa- 
tion has  changed.  It  is  not  merely  that 
we  have  had  to  add  £13,000,000  to  the 
XI 0,000,000  then  voted.  It  is  that,  in 
9pite  of  the  happy  turn  which  events 
have  recently  taken,  we  feel  that  there 
is  still  so  much  work  before  us  that  it 
has  been  our  duty  to  lay  on  the  Table 
Estimates  involving  an  expenditure  of  not 
less  than  £38,000,000  in  the  year  that  is  to 
come  on  account  of  the  war  in  South 
Africa  and  in  defensive  preparations  at 

Sir  M.  Hicks  Bench, 


home,  which  are  necessarily  a  part  of  the 
war.  Therefore,  we  have  to  face  a  total 
estimated  expenditure  of  six  times  as 
much  as  that  with  which  we  were  dealing 
in  Octol)er  last. 

Now,  it  would  have  been  necessary 
for  me  in  any  case  to  make  an  appli- 
cation to  Parliament  in  the  course  of 
the  present  financial  year  to  authorise  a 
loan — for  it  must  have  been  a  loan — of 
some  £5,000,000  or  £6,000,000  towaixls 
defraying  the  war  expenses  to  be  incurred 
before  the  1st  of  April,  and  the  heavy 
payments  which  fall  upon  the  Exchefiucr 
for  other  matters  early  in  April,  up  to  the 
date  when  the  Budget  is  ordinarily  intro- 
duced. But  Her  Majesty's  Government 
have  had  to  consider  whether  a  partial 
proposal  of  that  kind  would  have  been 
consistent  with  an  adequate  performance 
of  their  duty  to  the  House  and  to  the 
country.  In  the  first  place,  such  a  course 
would  have  been  open  to  some  financial 
objection.  The  issue  of  a  small  loan 
of  that  kind,  when,  from  the  Esti- 
mates presented  to  Parliament,  it 
perfectlv     obvious     that    a     very 


was 


much  lareer  expenditure  was  required,  a 
part  of  which  might  have  to  be  met  by  a 
loan  of  much  greater  magnitude,  would 
have  been  an  operation  which  would  have 
disturbed  the  money  market  and  have  been 
antagonistic  generally  to  the  public  interest. 
Then,  those  astute  persons  who  are  large 
dealers  in  dutiable  goods,  and  who  have 
a  very  intelligent  anticipation  of  future 
events,  have  already  been  taking  measures 
during  the  existing  quarter — ^measures 
which  I  am  afraid  have  been  intensified 
in  the  last  few  days^  -which  are  distinctly 
detrimental  to  the  revenue  of  the 
coimtry. 

But  we  had  to  consider  not  merely  the 
financial  aspect  of  this  question.  We  felt 
that,  having  laid  these  enormous  Estimates 
upon  the  Table,  Parliament  had  a  right  to 
expect  from  us  without  delay  a  full  explana- 
tion of  the  financial  situation  M'hich  they 
involved  and  a  statement  of  the  measures 
which  we,  in  our  belief,  thought  necessary 
to  meet  the  exigencies  of  the  public  service. 
We  thought,  also,  that  the  people  on 
whose  judgment  and  opinion  the  future 
course  of  this  war  must  depend  had 
a  right  to  know  what  we  were 
doing  and  to  be  informed  how 
j  the  grave  circumstances  with  which  we 
t  had  to  deal  necessitate,  in  some  form  or 
'  another,  an  iiicrease  of  the  burdens  of  the 
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country.  But,  perhaps,  most  important 
of  all,  we  felt  that  it  was  right  that  by 
the  promptitude  with  which  we  met  our 
liabilities  we  should  afford  proof  to  oiu* 
adversaries  and  to  our  foreign  critics  of 
oin*  earnestness  in  the  work  m  which  we 
are  engaged — proof,  perhaps,  even  more 
valuable  than  success  in  the  field.  There- 
fore, my  duty  to-night  is  not  merely  to 
make  a  temporary  proposal  for  tiding  over 
the  few  weeks  that  will  elapse  between 
now  and  the  ordinary  time  for  the  intro- 
duction of  the  Budget,  but  to  lay  before 
the  Committee  an  exposition  of  the 
measures  by  which  we  propose  to  provide 
for  the  expenditure  of  the  coming  year,  the 
Estimates  of  which  have  been  laid  before 
Parliament. 

An  early  Budget  is  unusual,  but  it 
is  not  unprecedented;  and  I  am  siu^ 
the  Committee  will  generally  feel  that 
these  are  times  in  which  an  early 
Budget  is  absolutely  justified.  But  it  is 
a  matter  of  great  inconvenience  to  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  of  the  da}'. 
It  is  no  easy  thing,  in  these  times  of 
great  and  rapid  increases  in  our  expendi- 
ture and  revenue,  for  anyone  to  estimate 
eleven  months  beforehand  what  will  be 
the  revenue  and  expenditure  of  the 
coming  yejir.  But  that  difficulty  is 
enormously  increased  when  these  Esti- 
mates have  to  l>e  based,  not  on  the  facts 
of  the  preceding  year,  but  on  Estimates 
themselves.  A  great  part  of  oiu-  expendi- 
ture now,  unhappily,  is  on  warlike  opera- 
tions in  South  Africa.  We  have,  to  the 
best  of  om-  power,  made  Estimates  of  the 
cost  of  those  operations  during  the  pre- 
sent year,  and  the  House  has  voted  them  ; 
but  no  one  can  tell  us  whether  the  actual 
expenditure  will  bo  accurately  represented 
by  those  Estimates.  It  may  be  more ;  it 
may  be  much  less.  Again,  I  have  the 
facts  before  me  of  the  revenue  for  nearly 
eleven  months  of  the  year ;  but  I  have 
nothing  but  estimates  of  the  revenue  of  I 
the  month  which  still  remains.  There- 
fore I  need  not  detain  the  Committee 
by  arguing  how  much  the  ordinary 
difficulty  of  estimating  the  finance  of 
the  coming  year  is  added  to  by  an  early 
Budget.  For  this  reason,  in  the  Paper 
which  is  now  in  the  hands  of  hon. 
Meml)er8, 1  have  directed  that  it  should 
1>e  distinctly  stated  that  the  figures  are 
but  provisional  figures.  I  do  not  think 
it  is  possible,  with  regard  to  details,  to 
draw  any  comparison  between  those  figures 


and  the  figures  of  past  or  future  years. 
But  I  shall  take  care  that,  as  soon  as 
possible  after  March  31st,  accurate 
figures,  with  regard  both  to  revenue  and 
expenditure  for  the  year  1899-1900,  shall 
be  placed  before  Parliament,  by  which 
such  a  comparison  may  be  made.  To- 
night I  shall  not  trouble  the  Committee 
with  the  ordinary  details  of  the  revenue 
of  the  year  1899-1900.  I  will  deal  more 
with  general  figures. 

Last'  April*  I  estimated  the  Exchequer 
revenue  of  the  present  year  at 
£111,157,000,  that  is,  at  £2,821,000 
over  the  Exchequer  revenue  of  the 
previous  year.  In  October  last  I  was 
able  to  inform  the  Committee  that,  in 
my  judgment,  that  estimate  would  be 
largely  exceeded  ;  and  now  I  am  glad  to 
be  able  to  state  that,  in  my  bebef  the 
revenue  of  the  present  year  will  amount 
to  at  least  £116,040,000.  I  base  all 
these  calculations  upon  figures  arrived 
at  before  Saturday  last.  There  have 
been  some  remarkable  circumstances 
in  regard  to  clearances  of  dutiable 
articles  on  Saturday  and  to-day  by  which 
these  figures  may  be  largely  disturbed, 
but  the  effect  of  which  will,  of  course,  be 
shown  when  the  full  and  accurate  figures 
of  the  year  are  presented  to  Parliament. 

I  estimated,  last  April,  the  expenditure^ 
of  the  year  at  £110,927,000.  Since  then 
the  House  has  voted  Supplementary 
Estimates  of  £745,000;  and  I  had  to 
deduct  £1,132,000  of  savings.  So  that 
the  total  fbcchequer  expenditure,  but  for 
the  war,  would  have  amounted  this 
year  to  £110,540,000,  showing  a  net 
surplus  of  £5,500,000.  But,  of  course, 
I  have  to  add  to  that  £23,000,000  of 
Supplementary  Army  Estimates  for  the 
war,  and  also  £270,000  for  interest  on 
the  Treasury  bills  of  £8,000,000  autho- 
rised last  autumn.  That  makes  a  total 
Exchequer  expenditure  for  the  year  of 
£133,810,000,  showing  a  deficit  of 
£17,770,000,  of  which  £8,000,000  have 
been  temporarily  provided  for  by  the 
issue  of  Treasury  bills.  In  other 
words,  we.  have  provided  towards  the 
war  expenditiu*e  £5,500,000  from  the 
abounding  revenue  of  the  year. 

This  is  the  one  agreeable  feature  in  my 
otherwise  disagreeable  task  to-night,  and 
I     hope    the     Committee    will    pardon 

*  See  Budget  Statement,  April  13,  1899. 
{Thf  Pariiamentaiy  Debates^  Fourth  Series, 
Vol.  lxL\.,  paj,'e993.) 
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me  for  dwelling  for  a  few  moments 
at  this  oasis  in  the  desert.  It 
bears  remarkable  testimony  to  the 
extraordinary  industrial  activity  and 
^commercial  prosperity  of  the  year  1899. 
It  is  one  of  a  period — I  hope  of  a  long 
period — of  prosperous  years  ;  but  it  has 
been  by  far  the  most  prosperous  of  all. 
And  the  improvement  m  our  trade  has 
not  been  gained  by  any  unwise  specula- 
tion or  undue  excitement.  I  believe  that 
it  is  due  to  a  steady  and  substantial  pro- 
gress in  business.  Nor  has  it  been  due 
to  the  war.  The  stringency  of  the  money 
market  during  some  of  the  winter  months  ; 
the  withdrawal  of  many  thousands  of 
men  from  their  ordinary  occupations  for 
military  service;  the  military  demands 
for  coal  and  iron  and  others  of  our  great 
staples,  and  for  transport,  which  must 
necessarily  have  increased  the  cost  of  our 
foreign  commerce;  even  the  diminution 
among  the  wealthier  classes  of  the  ordi- 
nary festivities  of  the  year — all  these 
things,  directly  due  to  the  war,  cannot 
have  been  for  the  good  of  trade  during 
the  course  of  the  year,  and  may,  perhaps, 
have  even  a  greater  influence  upon  the 
year  that  is  to  come.  But  in  spite  of  that 
the  increase  of  oui*  foreign  trade  both  in 
•exports  and  imports  has  been  greater  than 
in  any  previous  year.  The  increase  in 
the  value  and  the  volume  of  our  foreign 
exports  has  been  quite  exceptional,  and 
that  not  merely  in  coal  or  iron  or  textile 
manufactures,  but  in  all  the  main  articles 
•of  our  trade,  and  it  has  been  diffused 
over  the  whole  area  of  our  foreign  com- 
merce. This  increase  in  foreign  trade 
has  not  been  gained  at  the  expense  of 
our  home  consumer,  as  it  sometimes  is  in 
those  countries  whoso  manufacturers  are 
enabled  to  sell  cheaply  abroad  by  arti- 
ficially enhanced  prices  deliberately  se- 
cured to  them  in  their  home  markets. 
No;  all  the  statistics  show  that  the 
prosperity  of  our  trade  at  home  has  been 
.at  least  as  great  as  the  prosperity  of  our 
foreign  trade.  Prices  have  risen  in 
almost  everything  excepting,  I  am  sorry 
to  add,  in  the  important  articles  of 
^ricultural  produce.  But  the  additional 
amount  that  we  have  had  to  pay  for  our 
imports  has  been  far  more  than  compen- 
liatH^d  by  the  gain  to  the  nation  in  higher 
prices  it  has  received  for  its  exports. 
The  value  of  what  are  known  as  "  gilt- 
•cdeed  securities "  has,  no  doubt,  largely 
-fallen.     But  this  has  not  been  due  to  any 
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want  of  confidence  in  the  countr}\  The 
simple  reason  is  just  this — everybody  has 
found  it  easy  to  obtain  a  far  more  pro- 
fitable employment  for  their  capital  than 
by  investing  it  in  Government  or  muni- 
cipal securities,  or  railway  debentures. 
Wages  have  risen  considerably ;  employ- 
ment has  been  plentiful;  labour  dis- 
putes have  been  few  and  unimportant; 
and  the  result  of  the  whole  year  has 
been  this — that  the  purchasing  power  of 
the  working  classes  has  been  largely 
augmented,  reacting,  of  course,  on  trade, 
and  acting  largely  on  the  receipt  of  the 
revenue. 

The  receipts  in  the  Customs  and 
the  Inland  Revenue  from  the  great 
articles  of  beer,  of  spirits,  and  6f  tea 
have  increased  largely.  No  doubt,  part 
of  that  increase  is  due  to  the  premature 
withdrawals  from  bond  to  which  I  h&xe 
already  referred ;  but  quite  apart  from 
that  they  have  increased  largely. 
Tobacco  and  wine  have  not  done  quite  so 
well.  I  am  free  to  admit  that  tobacco  has 
disappointed  my  expectations.  It  ftiay  be 
that  this  is  due  to  the  fact  that  many 
thousands  of  our  principal  smokers  are 
now  in  South  Africa;  but  with  regard 
to  wine,  we  have  had  a  considerable 
increase  in  the  receipts  from  the  wine 
duties.  Of  course  that  was  expected, 
owing  to  the  increase  of  the  wine  duties 
last  year,  but  the  increase  has  not  been 
quite  so  large  as  I  anticipated.  I  think, 
really,  that  is  due  to  the  absence  of  the 
ordinary  festivities  in  the  winter.  But 
there  is  nothing  in  the  receipts  from 
tobacco  or  wine,  or  from  the  other  heads 
of  Customs  and  Inland  Revenue,  which  in 
any  way  detracts  from  the  evidence 
which  all  the  returns  afford  of  the  geheral 
prosperity  and  comfort  of  the  people. 

But  a  more  remarkable  increase  than 
that  imder  the  head  of  Customs  and 
Excise  is  to  be  found  in  the  receipts 
from  the  death  duties.  The  receipts 
from  the  death  duties  by  the  Exchequer 
during  the  present  year  will,  I  anticipate, 
amount  to  £13,300,000,  as  against 
£11,400,000  last  year.  To  that  you  must 
add  the  receipts  from  death  duties  by 
the  Local  Taxation  Fund— £4,171,000 
— making  a  total  receipt  from  the  death 
duties  of  £17,471,000.  I  think  that  the 
wildest  dreams  of  the  right  hon.  Meml^er 
for  West  Monmouthshire  hardly  antici- 
pated that  this  taxation  would  produce 
this  amount.       But  now  I  wish  for  a 
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moment, if  I  may,  to  detain  the  Committee 
in  examining  to  what  this  large  increase 
in  this  year  is  greatly  due.  A  substantial 
part  of  it,  I  am  glad  to  say,  is  due  to  re- 
ceipts from  estates  under  £250,000  in 
value.  But  I  have  to  place  before  the 
Committee  a  case  which,  I  think,  affords 
a  singular  proof  of  the  manner  in  which 
any  estimates  of  the  receipts  from  death 
duties  in  any  year  may  be  utterly  upset 
by  the  mere  accident  of  a  single  oeath  of 
the  owner  of  enormous  property  on 
whose  property  very  high  rates  of 
duty  would  be  charged.  You  can 
average  the  estates  under  £1,000,000 
in  vfidue ;  you  can  take  the  receipts 
from  over  a  period  of  years,  and  fairly 
estimate  in  that  way  what  the  probable 
receipts  may  be  in  the  year  to  come; 
but  when  you  come  to  estates  over 
£1,000,000  it  is  absolutely  impossible. 
In  1896-97  there  were  five  estates  of 
millionaires,  which  paid  to  the  revenue 
£436,000;  in  1897-98  there  were  nine 
such  estates,  which  paid  £1,212,000;  in 
1898-99  there  were  again  nine  such 
estates,  paying  £941,000 — ^an  average  for 
the  three  years  of  £863,000.  I  suppose 
that  if  I  had  taken  from  that  average  an 
estimate  of  £950,000  from  the  year  in 
which  we  stand  I  should  not  have  been 
blamed  for  having  taken  an  unfair  esti- 
mate. But  what  has  been  the  actual 
result?  We  have  received  during  this 
year  from  the  estates  of  millionaires 
close  on  two  millions  in  Estate  Duty, 
and  the  vast  sum  of  £900,000  in  Death 
Duties  has  come  from  the  estate  of 
one  man,  a  foreigner,  who,  I  am  told, 
lived  on  158.  a  day  in  a  West  End  London 
club.  That  one  person,  however  un- 
willingly, has  contributed  to  the  Ex- 
chequer more  than  the  cost  of  an  iron- 
clad. I  am  filled  with  patriotic  senti- 
ment at  such  a  contribution  to  the  death 
duties,  but  I  hope  my  right  hon.  friend 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Admii-alty  will  not 
make  this  a  reason  for  asking  for  more, 
because  the  Committee  will  see  that  it  is 
not  Mrithin  the  reasonable  liounds  of  ex- 
pectation that  such  a  windfall  as  this 
should  occur  in  subsequent  years. 

The  stamp  duties  will  probably  produce 
£350,000  this  year  over  the  Budget 
estimate.  The  increase  of  stamp  duties 
last  year  in  certain  points  mainly  related 
to  dealings  on  the  Stock  Exchange.  It 
has  not  been  a  very  busy  year  on  the 
Stock  Exchange,  but  I  am  informed  that 


the  increased    duties    will   produce    the 
amount  which  I  estimated. 

It  is  too  early  to  say  with  any  certainty 
what  the  receipts  from  the  income  tax  will 
be,  because,  as  hon.  Members  know,  the 
ereat  bulk  of  the  income  tax  is  collected 
m  this  quarter,  and  we  have  still  a  month 
of  the  quarter  before  us.  But  so  far  the 
income  tax  is  doing  well.  We  expect  to 
have  an  increase  of  revenue  from  the 
Post  Office,  and  other  sources  of  non-tax 
revenue,  of  £573,000  over  the  Budget 
Estimate.  I  do  not  think  there  is  any 
head  of  revenue  which  has  not  contributed 
something  to  the  surplus  which  I  have 
described  to  the  House. 

I  stated  that  the  total  expenditure 
from  the  Exchequer  in  the  year  was  esti- 
mated at  £133,810,000.  I  have  to  add  to 
that  £9,599,000  to  be  paid  to  the  local 
taxation  account — an  increase  of  £78,000 
over  last  year — and  the  expenditure  on 
capital  account  of  £4,847,000,  of  which 
£1,861,000  is  derived  from  the  siu^luses 
of  previous  years,  on  barracks,  telephones, 
the  Uganda  Railway,  naval  and  military 
works,  and  the  acquisition  of  the  territory 
of  the  Royal  Niger  Company.  The  total  ex- 
penditure for  which  the  State  is  responsible 
this  year  is  estimated  at  £148,257,000, 
compared  with  £121,224,000  last  year. 

The  Exchequer  balances  on  April 
1,  1899,  were  £8,919,000.  Of  this 
£1,861,0*00  belongs  to  previous  sur- 
pluses, and  had  been  allotted  by 
Parliament  to  naval  and  military  works. 
That  has  1)een  issued  during  the  "year, 
and  the  Exchequer  balances  on  March  31 
next  will,  I  anticipate,  be  about  £7, 130,000 
unless  it  be  necessary  to  draw  upon  them 
to  any  extent  for  war  expenditure,  which 
I  think  should  not  be  done  beyond  an 
amount,  say,  of  £2,000,000. 

The  total  debt  of  the  country  on  April 
1  last  year  was  £635,041,000.  Of  this 
£7,479,000  was  reproductive  debt  out- 
side the  fixed  deot  charge,  borrowed 
almost  entirelv  on  terminable  annuities 
for  thirty  years,  the  principal  and 
interest  of  which  are  annually  repaid 
by  Votes  submitted  to  this  House. 
That  debt  now  amounts  to  £10,185,000. 
The  total  dead-weight  debt  on  April  1st, 
1890,  amounted  to  £627,562,000.  Of 
this  £583,186,000  was  Funded  Debt, 
£36,243,000  the  capital  value  of  ter- 
minable annuities,  and  £8,133,000  float- 
ing debt  in  Treasury  bills.  Since  that 
time  we  have   cancelled  £30,715,000  of 
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Funded  Debt,  of  which  28  millions  were 
cancelled  by  exchange  for  terminable 
annuities,  the  remaining  £2,715,000  being 
reduced  by  the  operation  of  the  Life 
Annuities  and  new  Sinking  Fund. 
On  the  other  hand,  we  have  increased 
the  capital  value  of  the  terminable 
annuities  by  £24,242,000,  the  operation 
being  the  result  of  the  provisions  of 
the  Finance  Act  of  last  year,  and 
we  have,  as  the  Committee  are  aware, 
borrowed  £8,000,000  by  Treasur}'  bills 
since  last  October.  The  net  result  is 
that  the  total  dead-weight  debt  has 
increased  by  £1,527,000.  But  for  the 
war  expenditure  having  to  be  provided 
for  by  the  issue  of  these  £8,000,000  of 
Treasury  bills,  the  Debt  during  the  year 
would  have  been  decreased  by  about 
£6,500,000.  That,  I  think,  is  not  a  very 
unfavourable  record,  but,  unfortunately, 
I  have  to  add  to  it  that  out  of  the  antici- 
pated deficit  of  the  present  year  there 
remains  a  balance  of  £9,770,000  still 
unprovided  for,  and  when  we  come  to  the 
year  before  us,  I  am  afraid  the  prospect  is 
even  worse. 

Now,  the  Consolidated  Fund  services  of 
1900-1  are  put  at  £26,000,000,  an  addi- 
tion of  £250,000,  being  the  amount  on 
account  of  interest  on  the  £8,000,000  of 
Treasury  bills  already  authorised.  The 
Supply  services  amount  to  £128,082,000. 
As  compared  with  last  year's  Estimates, 
the  Navy  has  gone  up  by  £928,000,  the 
Civil  Service  Estimates  by  £659,000,  Post 
Office  and  Telegraphs  by  £415,000,  and, 
of  course,  the  Army  by  the  gigantic  sum 
of  £40,883,000.  Of  this,  £37,797,000  is 
expenditure  either  directly  on  the  war  in 
South  Africa,  or  connected  with  and  due 
to  the  war — such,  for  example,  as  the 
embodiment  of  the  militia  in  this 
country,  the  enrolment  of  veterans  for 
temporary  service,  greater  facilities  and 
encouragement  for  the  training  of  Volun- 
teers and  Yeomanry,  and  the  provision  of 
mobile  guns  for  the  Volunteers.  The  total 
estimated  expenditure  for  the  year  is 
£154,082,000,  an  increase  of  £43,155,000 
over  the  Estimate  of  last  year. 

Now  I  tiu-n  to  the  estimated  revenue 
to  meet  that  expenditure.  I  take  the 
existing  basis  of  taxation.  I  estimate 
the  Customs,  after  allowing  something, 
though,  I  fear,  hardly  enougn,  for  prema- 
ture clearances,  at  £21,900,000,  Excise 
£31,800,000,  death  duties  £13,000,000, 
stamps  £8,400,000,  land  tax  £800,000, 

Sir  M.  Hicks  Beach, 


house     duty     £1,650,000,     income    tax 
£18,800,000— a    total    tax    revenue    of 
£96,350,000.      I  estimate  receipts  from 
the  Post  Office  at  £13,800,000,  telegraphs 
£3,550,000,  Crown  hmds  £450,000,  Suez 
Canal  shares  and  simdry  loans  £850,000,. 
miscellaneous  £1,900,000 — the  total  non- 
tax   revenue    thus    being    £20,550,000. 
This      makes      a     total      revenue      of 
£116,900,000,  as  against  the  emenditure 
which  I  have  stated,  leaving  a  deficit  for 
the  year  of  £37,182,000.    But,  in  passing, 
I  should  like  just  to  draw  the  attention 
of  the  Committee  to  this  fact,  that,  out  of 
the  Army  Estimates,  to  which,  of  course^ 
that  great  deficit  is  due,  £37,797,000  are 
distinctly  War  Estimates,  and  you  have 
to  add  to  that  £250,000  for  interest  on 
the     war      debt,      making      altogether 
£38,047,000   for  war  services.     That  is 
£865,000  more  than  the  deficit.     There- 
fore, I  think  the  Committee  will  see  that 
the    ordinary    revenue    of  the    country 
would  well  cover  in  the  coming  year  the 
ordinary  expenditiu^,  including  in  that 
ordinary  expenditiu-e  nearly  £3,000,000 
for    various     increases     to     the    Armv, 
such    as   the   formation  of  twelve    new 
battalions  and  forty-thi'ee  new  batteries 
of  artillery. 

But,  of  course,  it  is  clear  from 
these  figures  that  the  question  before 
the  Committee  and  the  Government 
really  is  not  how  the  ordinary  ex- 
penditure but  how  the  war  expenditure 
is  to  be  provided  for.  Well,  now,  what 
is  the  amount  we  should  consider  in 
dealing  with  the  war  expenditiu^  ?  We 
have  made  the  best  calculation  in  our 
power  of  what  in  our  judgment  it  would 
be  right  for  us  to  ask  from  Parliament 
with  a  view  to  the  successful  prosecution 
of  the  war.  But  it  is  impossible  for  us  to 
be  certain  that  the  war  will  be  concluded 
by  September  30th  next.  All  I  can  say 
is  that  we  do  not  believe  that  it  is 
probable  that  the  war  expenditure  will  in 
any  case  be  less  than  the  Estimate  which 
we  have  laid  on  the  Table  of  the  House. 
It  may  he  more,  but,  as  against  that,  you 
have  to  consider  the  happy  change  in  the 
military  situation  which  has  recently 
occurred,  and  the  fact  that  the  season  is 
fast  approaching  which,  I  belie\'e,  all  our 
authorities  agree  in  considering  is 
peculiarly  unfavourable  for  the  mi&tary 
operations  of  the  Boers.  We  may  be 
obliged  in  July  or  August  next,  unhappily, 
to  ask  Parliament  for  further  provision. 
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but  I  think  we  are  fairly  justified  in  |  the  issue  of  a  Government  loan.  There- 
the  hope  and  expectation  that  the  ,  fore,  I  need  not  argue  against  the  idea  that 
Estimate  which  we  have  placed  on  such  a  sum  as  £60,000,000  should  be 
the  Table  will  be  sufficient  to  con-  |  provided  from  the  revenue  of  the 
duct  this  war   to    a    successful  termina- 1  year. 

tion.  I      But    I     have    seen    this    morning    a 

But  I  am  obliged  to  add  something  to  '  suggestion  that  half  of  it  should  be  so 
that  st&tement.  I  do  not  know  whether  |  provided,  that  we  should  make  this  an 
hon.  Members  have  carefully  studied  the  ,  occasion  for  an  entirely  new  and  extra- 
memorandum  which  was  circulated  by  |  ordinary  fiscal  departure — that  we  should 
Lord  Lansdowne.*  If  so,  they  will  see  raise  £30,000,000  in  addition  to  our 
that  the  Estimates  do  not  include  all  the  '  present  taxation  this  year,  partly  from 
expenditure  for  military  purposes  which '  the  income  tax,  but  also  from  new 
he  thinks  is  probable  in  the  year.  An  '  indirect  taxation — a  sugar  duty,  a 
important  war  like  this  must  necessarily  |  duty  on  corn,  a,  duty  on  meat,  a  duty 
be  very  costly  to  our  reserves  in  all  de- 1  on  all  agricultural  produce,  and  last 
partments — to  guns,  to  ammunition,  to  !  but,  perhaps,  most  extraordinary  of  all, 
stores ;  and  we  are  carefully  investigating  I  in  view  of  what  we  have  done  for  many 
at  the  present  time  what  provision  should  ,  years  past  in  cheapening  postal  communi- 
be  asked  from  Parliament  to  place  our  '  cation,  by  adding  £4,000,000  a  year  to  the 
reserves,  both  military  and  naval,  in  the  j  postal  charges  for  the  benefit  of  the  revenue, 
state  in  which  the  country  would  desire  Well,  this  is  suggested  not  merely  to  pay 
them  to  be,  and  I  am  quite  sure  that  I  for  the  war  expenditure  of  the  year,  ])ut 
Parliament  will  not  grudge  any  neces- '  because  it  is  considered  that  when  the  war 
sary  expenditure  for  that  service.  I  feel  I  is  happily  over,  in  a  time  of  peace,  the 
myself  justified  in  saying  that,  having  '  standing  Army  of  this  country  is  to  be 
regard  to  the  probability  of  the  expendi- 1  increased  by  150  per  cent.,  and 
ture  before  us  in  the  coming  year,  and  £20,000,000  a  year  is  to  be  added  to  our 
also  to  the  provision  that  must  be  made  Army  Estimates.  I  have  the  greatest 
for  the  interest  upon  any  loan  that  Parlia-  respect  for  the  ability  of  the  writer  who 
ment  may  sanction  towards  the  war  |  has  propounded  these  new  fiscal  doctrines 
expenditure,  I  think  about  5  millions  '  I  have  no  doubt  he  would  be  a  much 
ought  to  be  added  to  the  38  millions  and  i  better  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  than 
the  17}  millions  to  which  I  have  already  1 1  am,  but  all  the  same  I  venture  to 
alluded,  making  in  all  a  total  amount  of  j  characterise  such  proposals  as  these  as  in 
60  millions,  the  provision  of  which  '  my  iudgment  unwise  and  impracticable  to 
we   ought  to   consider    with   regard    to  .  the  last  degree. 

^^L^^'  .  ,  J    -  There    is    a    more     seductive    and    a 

That  IS  a  very  large  sum,  and  the  ,  ^ore  dangerous  idea  afloat  of  quite 
question  is  how  can  it  be  provided  T  another  kind.  It  is  said,  "Oh,  this 
1  do  not  think  anybody  will  suggest  that  ig  ^^r  expenditure  ;  you  will  get  it  all 
it    ought    to    be    provided    out  of    the  |  ^,ut  ^f  the  Transvaal  some  day.     Never 


revenue  of  the  year.     There  are  objec- 
tions, of  course,  to  a  Government  loan.  A 


mind    the  future ;  borrow   it    all    now. 
Raise  taxation   if  you   like  to  pay   the 


Government  loan  withdraws  capital  from    interest  on  your  loans— possibly  even  a 
the  money  market  which  might  be  better   ^^^^  gjnking  f^^a."    The  Sinking  Fund 

employed  in  reproductive  works.      But      -  -  -  - 

we  are  talking  of  £60,000,000.  If  it  were 
a  question  of  £10,000,000  or  £15,000,000 
we  might  fairly  claim,  as  has  been  said  in 
past  years,  that  it  was  a  matter  to  be  pro- 
vided out  of  the  revenue  of  the  year. 
But  to  impose  taxes  so  high  or  so  numer- 
ous as  to  provide  an  additional  revenue  of 


which  was  established  at  the  time  of  the 
Crimean  War  was  abolished  the  first  year 
after  the  Crimean'  War  was  over.  There 
is  nothing  more  comfortable  or  more 
agreeable  or  more  easy  for  a  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  than  to  adopt  this 
policy  of  borrowing ;  but  it  is  the  duty  of 
a  Minister,  and  especially  the  duty  of  a 


£60,000,000  would  be  to  cnpple  industry  ,  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  not  to  mind 
and  fetter  the  movement  of  capital  and  {  what  is  disagreeable  or  what  is  unpopular  if 
disturb  it  m  Its  accustomed  employment  j  ho  believes  it  to  be  right.  And  in  my 
■a  far  worse  evil  to  the  country  than  ^eUef,  and  in  the  belief  of  all  my  col- 
*  See  Appendix  to  this  Volume.  leagues,  if  we  adopted  such  a  course  as 
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this  we  should  be  unworthy  of  this  '  Then  there  were  forty  years  of  peace, 
country  and  of  those  who  have  gone  i  and  the  country  was  again  called  upon  for 
before  us.  We  should  be  taking  the  ^  gj^j  ^flp^j.^^  a^.  ^j^e  ^jn^e  of  the  Crimean 
first  step  on  a  path  of  systematic  j^^,^^  Mr.  Gkdstone,  at  the  commence- 
deception   of   the   people,   which,    if  lol-  ^    .    i^  i  3  ^        • 

lowed,  could  but  end  in  financial  ruin.  ^^^"^  ^^  that  war,  endeavoured  to  raise 
Let  us  look  back  to  the  history  of  the  |  the  whole  war  charges  by  increasing 
past.  '  taxation.     That  was  soon  found  to  be  im- 

There  have  been  two  great  occasions  in  !  possible  In  1855  Sir  George  Cornewall 
the  last  100  years  in  which  serious  addi-  ^.^L^^^f^^^  u\^  "^tl  deficit  of 
tions  have  been  made-though  in  very  1  J£23,000,000-much  less  than  what  I 
varying  degrees-to  the  National  Debt  for  >a\«  ^^™  r.?^^    proposed  to  raise  of 

war  expenSiture.    The  first  was  the  great    ^^Lrfr^T^^T      ^^     ^^T""' m 
French   war,   and   the    second    was  the    f  1^,000,000  by  loans  ;  and  if  hon.  Mem- 
Crimean  war.     I  believe  that  the  increase    ^ers  care   to  study   the   finance  of  the 
of  the  Debt  during  the  great  French  war    Crimean     War     they     will     ^r.A     .1,0. 
was   no  less  than  £622,000,000.     Now, 
what  was  the  history  of  that  war  ]     In 
the  earlier  years  of  that  war,  from  1792  to 
1798,  Mr.  Pitt  pursued  the  fatal  policy 
of  borrowing  each  year  what  he  required 
for  war  expenditure,  and  practically  pro- 
viding nothing  by    taxation   except  the 
interest   on  his  loans.      What  was   the 


find  that 
out  of  £67,500,000  which  that  war 
cost  the  country,  no  less  than 
£35,500,000  was  met  by  additional 
taxation. 

And    now,    at    the    end    of    another 

fifty     years — during     which     we    have 

seen   abatements    of    taxation  in    which 

forefathers      never      would     have 


our 


result  1  He  borrowed,  and  he  increased  believed,  during  which  we  have  seen  the 
the  National  Debt  by  £200,000,000.  For  j  country  as  a  whole  rise  to  a  degree  of 
that  increase  he  got  only  £108,500,000  wealth  and  prosperity  and  comfort  which 
in  cash.  He  began  to  borrow  at  a  rate  of  |  they  never  could  have  guessed — we  are 
interest  a  little  over  4  per  cent.  By  ,  again  face  to  face  with  a  costly  war.  Sir, 
1797  that  rate  of  interest  had  increased  ;  I  do  not  compare  the  present  war  with 
to  6]^  per  cent,  and  more;  and  I  have  no  the  great  French  War ;  that  was  a  struggle 
do  ibt  it  is  true,  as  I  think  it  was  once  |  for  nfe  or  death  prolonged  for  years.  I 
said,  that  out  of  our  National  Debt  there  !  do  not  compare  it  even  with  the  Crimean 
is  no  less  than  £250,000,000  for  which  War.  We  have  to  fight  a  brave,  a  skilful, 
the  State  has  never  received  a  and  a  warlike  foe,  but  the  resources  of  the 
single  halfpenny — a  mere  sacrifice  to  [  two  Boer  Republics  are  but  as  nothing 
capital,  to  induce  it  to  lend,  without '  compared  with  the  resources  of  the  great 
reducing    in    any    material    degree    the  |  empire  of  Russia.     But  in  proportion,  in 


interest  on  the  loans.  Happily  for  us, 
happily  for  the  country,  in  1798  Mr. 
Pitt  turned  over  a  new  leaf.  He  raised 
£10,000,000  by  the  income  tax,  and  con- 
tinuously from  that  time  to  the  close  of 
the  great  war  the  expenses  of  the  war 


my  humble  belief,  this  war  will  prove 
more  costly  than  the  Crimean  War ;  and 
I  will  tell  you  why.  Because  we  have 
had  to  send  to  the  other  side  of  the  world 
by  far  the  greatest  force  that  has  ever  left 
this  country  ;  and  having  sent  it,  in  view 


were  met  partly  by  loans  no  doubt,  but  |  of  possibilities  to  which  I  need  not  do 
also  largely  by  taxation.  Three  hundred  '  more  than  allude,  we  have  felt  it  incum- 
and    ninety-one    million     poimds     were  ;  bent  upon  us  to  provide,  at  great  expense. 


raised  during  that  time  by  our  fore- 
fathers in  taxation  towards  the  expendi- 
ture on  that  war,  and  that  at  a  time  when 
the  country  was  poor,  when  the  popula- 
tion was  small,  when  they  were  willing 
cheerfully  to  bear  28.  in  the  £  of  in- 
come tax  for  thirteen  years  of  the  war, 
besides  indirect  taxation  of  the  heaviest 
kind  upon  every  conceivable  article,  in- 
cluding the  necessaries  of  life,  because 
they  were  brave  enough  to  save  the 
countrv  from  financial  ruin. 

Sir  M,  Hicks  Beach, 


for  the  defence  of  the  country  during  the 
absence  of  that  force.  Therefore,  I  think 
I  may  say  that  although  we  are  perfectly 
justified  by  the  constant  practice  and  the 
uniform  example  of  our  forefathers  in 
deriving  a  large  part  of  the  funds  neces- 
sary for  the  prosecution  of  the  war  by 
the  issue  of  a  loan,  yet  we  are  also  bound 
to  call  upon  the  taxpayers  of  this  country 
for  some  immediate  and  substantial  sacri- 
fice, instead  of  mortgaging  the  industry 
of   posterity   for  the   whole    cost    of    a 
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war,  some  part  of  which  we,  surely,  in 
these  days  of  prosperity  are  well  able 
to  bear. 

I  think  there  are  some  things  which,  in 
considering  this  matter  of  taxation,  we 
ought  to  bear  in  mind.  In  the  first 
place,  I  have  alluded  to  the  probable 
duration  of  the  war.  I  think  we 
may  reasonably  anticipate  that,  however 
prolonged  the  resistance  of  the  Boers  may 
be,  this  war  in  its  more  acute  and  costly 
phase  will  not  be  a  long  war.  I  think  that 
is  a  reasonable  anticipation.  Therefore, 
our  necessity  being  as  it  is — a  temporary 
necessity  for  meeting  war  ex{)enditure 
— I  do  not  think  it  is  wise,  from  a 
financial  point  of  view,  to  meet  a 
temporary  necessity  by  permanent  fiscal 
changes. 

Again,  I  think  we  should  endeavour 
as  far  as  possible  to  meet  that  temporary 
necessity  by  additions  to  existing 
taxation  instead  of  by  the  imposition 
of  new  taxation,  and  certainly  that 
we  should  endeavour  to  derive  what 
we  need  of  taxation  rather  from  largely 
productive  taxes  than  from  imposing 
innumerable  small  charges  here  and 
there,  such  as  many  of  my  correspondents 
suggest  to  me,  over  all  kinds  of  interests 
and  classes  in  the  country,  which  would 
raise  really  a  very  small  total  all  put 
together,  but  which  would  create  extra- 
ordinary vexation  and  worry  in  the 
operations  and  calculations  of  very  many 
people. 

Well,  but,  Sir,  there  is  another  thing. 
During  the  last  four  years  the  proportions 
in  which  our  revenue  has  been  derived 
from  direct  and  indirect  taxation  have  not 
materially  varied.  The  portion  of  it  de- 
rived from  direct  taxation  is  rather  less — 
a  slightly  increasing  proportion — than 
that  derived  from  indirect  taxation,  but 
there  has  been  no  material  variation.  I 
think  those  proportions  are  fair.  I  do 
not  agree  with  those  persons  who  would 
desire  to  upset  them  largely  from  either 
side,  and  I  think* that  as  the  result  of  any 
fresh  taxation  we  now  propose,  we  should 
ondeavour,  as  far  as  may  be,  that  those 
proportions  should  not  be  materially 
varied.  Now,  having  said  this,  I  will 
proceed  to  what  I  feel  the  Committee  is 
anxious  to  hear — namely,  what  are  the 
precise  taxes  I  am  going  to  suggest. 

In  the  first  place,  I  turn  to  the  income 
tax.  The  income  tax  has  always  been 
considered  a  tax  that  might  properly  be 
.augmented  on  the  occasion  of  a  war,  and 


that  for  the  obvious  reason  that  it  can  be 
dealt  with  either  by  way  of   raising   it 
when  required  for  a  war,  or  by  way  of 
lowering  it  when  the  war  is  over  without 
any  practical  disturbance,  either  of  trade 
or  commerce.     The  income  tax  was  the 
main  source  from   which  the  Ministers 
who  were  responsible  for  taxation  at  the 
time  of  the  Crimean  War  drew  the  in- 
creased revenue  they  required  ;  and  since 
that  time  there  has  been  occasion  more 
than  once  on  which,  for  our  smaller  wars 
or  preparations  for  war,  practically  the 
whole  of  the  increased  taxation  imposed 
has  been  drawn  through  the  income  tax. 
But  I  am  bound  to  say  that  circimistances 
since  that  time  have  changed.     The  in- 
come tax  was  the  main  source  in  the  time 
of  the  Crimean  War  of  direct  taxation. 
The  great  increase  of  the  death  duties  in 
our  time  has  made  a  considerable  diffe- 
rence, to  my  mind,  in  that  respect,  and  it 
must  fairly  be  considered  in  dealing  with 
this  subject.     On  the  other  hand,  sinc« 
the  Crimean  War,  the  incidence   of   the 
income  tax    on     certain     classes     who 
felt    it     heavily     has    been    materially 
lightened.       For  example,   in  1894  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the   Member  for 
West  Monmouthshire  gave  what  I  admit- 
ted then  and  always  have  admitted  since 
to  be  a  great  boon  to  the  owners  of  pro- 
perty, whether  in  houses  or  land  assessed 
under  Schedule  A,  by  allowing  them  a 
considerable  deduction  from  their  assess- 
ments   in  calculating  their    income  tax, 
which  has  made  a  material  diflference  in 
the  poundage  of  income  tax  on  that  class 
of  income-tax  payers.      Then,  again,  at 
the  time  of  the  Crimean  war  all  persons 
with    incomes  above  £100  a  year  paid 
income  tax.     Since  then  it  has  been  pro- 
vided that  nobody  with  an  income  not 
exceeding  £160  shall  pay  income  tax  at 
all,  while  the  lower  classes,  so  to  speak, 
of    income  tax  payers  have  been   mate- 
rially relieved  by  the  abatements  in  the 
income  tax  on  incomes  between  £160  and 
£700  a  year^  which,  again,  deduct  from 
their    income  tax    some    very    material 
poundage,  especially  in  the  lower  grades. 
And,  therefore,  while  we    have  to  con- 
sider, on  the  one  hand,  that  the  pressure 
of  direct  taxation  as  a  whole  is  greater 
than  it  was  in  former  years,  so  we  have 
to  consider,  on  the  other  hand,  that  the 
incidence    of   the    income  tax    itself    is 
lighter  on   those   classes  who   are  most 
heavily  burdened.     Well,  at  the  time  of 
the  French  war,  as  I  have  reminded  the 
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Committee,  there  was  an  income  tax  of  |  think,  satisfactory  results.      I   naturally 
2s.  in  the  £  for  thirteen  yeai-s.      I  do    turn  this  year  to  beer.     There  has  been 


not  propose  to  impose  that  now.  At  the 
beginning  of  the  Crimean  war — before 
the  war  oesan — the  income  tax  was  7d. 


a  great  increase  during  the  past  few 
years  in  the  production  and  consumption 
of  beer.     In   1895-96  the  duty  on   beer 


in  the  £,  It  was  at  once  raised  to  |  yielded  ,£10,719,000.  This  year  it  is. 
Is.  2d.  in  the  £,  and  in  the  second  year  expected  to  yield  more  than  ,£11,900,000. 
of  the  war  it  was  raised  to  Is.  4d.  in  the  !  I  propose  to  impose  an  additional  Is. 
£.  I  do  not  propose  to  impose  either  i  a  gallon  on  beer.  I  beg  pardon  foi- 
of  those  rates  now,  but  I  do  ask  the  ,  exciting  the  apprehensions  of  my  hon. 
income-tax  payers  to  make  some  sacrifice; ,  friends;  of  course,  I  mean  Is.  a  barrel  of 
and,  having  regard  to  the  past,  I  do  not  thirty-six  gallons.  I  estimate  that  that 
think  they  can  fairly  complain  of  paying  '  will  produce  £1,752,000  in  the  course  of 
a  very  substantial  contribution  towards  the  twelve  months, 
the  cost  of  this  war — namely,  an  in-  Having  increased  the  duty  on  beer, 
crease  of  the  tax  by  4d.  in  the  £  to  '  I  next  come  to  spirits.  Now  spirit* 
Is.  in  the  £  for  the  coming  year.  That  \  have  been  somewhat  favoured  of  late 
will  produce  in  the  year  before  us  years  as  compared  with  beer.  In  1894, 
£6,500,000.  In  the  year  following  i  I  think,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
there  will  be  arrears  to  come  in  of  |  the  Member  for  West  Monmouthshire 
£1,900,000.  ,  imposed  an   additional  6d.   a    gallon  on 

Next,  Sir,  I  have  a  small  addition,  or  spirits  and  6d.  a  barrel  on  beer.  In  the 
rather  what  I  may  call  a  rectification  of  I  following  year  he  took  off  the  6d.  a 
the  law,  with  regard  to  direct  taxation  in  '  gallon  on  spirits,  but  he  retained  the  6d. 
the  matter  of  stamp  duties  which  I  pro- ,  a  barrel  on  beer,  and  that  has  remained  on 
pose  to  make.  At  present,  as  the  Com- 1  beer  since.  Therefore,  so  far  I  think  I 
mittee  are  aware,  there  is  a  stamp  duty  am  right  in  saying  that  of  late  years 
of  Is.  on  what  are  called  contract  notes  spirits  have  been  rather  favoured.  What 
which  are  delivered  by  brokers  to  their  is  the  position  of  spirits  1  The  position 
clients  in  transactions  on  the  Stock  Ex- ,  of  spirits  at  the  time  the  right  hon. 
change.  Well,  Sir,  precisely  similar  i  Gentleman  proposed  his  duty  was  a  ver}" 
ti-ansactions,  in  precisely  the  same  form,  bad  one.  The  trade  was  bad,  and  by  his 
are  carried  out  by  brokers  in  many  pro-  having  unfortunately  selected  too  early  a 
duce  exchanges  throughout  the  country,  ,  date  for  the  cessation  of  the  duty  the 
and  in  other  ways.  I  propose  that  the  dealers  in  spirits,  with  their  natural 
Is.  duty  shall  also  be  imposed  upon  those  '  cunning,  were  able  to  delav  their 
contracts,  and  I  am  told  that  these  1  clearances,  and  thus  to  deprive  him 
transactions  are  so  nimierous  that  the  |  of,  I  think,  a  \-ery  large  part  of  the 
result  is  likely  to  be  an  increase  to  the  1  yield  which  ho  expected  from  the  duty, 
revenue  by  £150,000  a  year.  '  Now,  Sir,  circumstances,  I  hope,  are  dif- 

I  now  turn  to  Vhat  will  be  more  inter- 1  f erent.  The  production  and  consumption* 
estingto  the  Committee — indirect  taxation.  I  of  spirits  has  enormously  increased  of 
I  said  last  October  that  I  thought  it  would  ,  late  years.  I  find  that  the  excise  duty 
be  grossly  unfair  to  impose  additional  taxa-  on  spirits  produced  in  1895  was 
tion  upon  the  income-tax  payers  alone  for  |  £15,603,000,  while  this  year  it  is  ex- 
the  purposes  of  this  war.  I  still  entertain  pected  to  produce  £18,500,000.  I  think 
that  opinion,  and  I  think  we  are  bound  I  that,  having  regard  to  that  fact,  we  may 
to  make  considerable  increases  also  I  very  properly  impose  another  6d.  a  gallon* 
in  indirect  taxation.  My  principle  on  spirits.  I  wish  to  say  that,  with  regard 
is  this — that  so  far  as  may  be  all  to  this  as  well  as  the  rest  of  the  indirect 
should  pay  something  towards  the  cost  |  taxation  which  I  am  about  to  propose,  I 


of  this  war,  but  the  richest  should  pay 
the  moat. 


Mr,  T.  M.  HEALY  (Louth,  N.) :  Tax 
diamonds. 

Sir  M.  HICKS  BEACH  :    Now,  last 
year  we  raised  the  wine  duties  with,  I 

Sir  M,  Hicks  Beach. 


look  upon  it  as  a  temporary  addition  ta 
the  existing  taxation — I  hope  merely  for 
the  coming  year ;  but  I  propose  in  all 
cases  to  enact  now  that  the  additional 
taxation  shall  last  until  the  1st  of  August^ 
1901 — not,  I  hope,  that  it  will  be  necessary 
to  levy  it  so  long,  but  that  it  may  be 
dealt  with  at  the  ordinary  time  in  the 
Budget  of  the  year,  and  that  the  date  of 
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its  expiry  may  be  fixed  far  enough  ,  of  the  consumer  and  the  revenue.  What 
beyond  the  Budget  to  prevent  dealers  in  I  think  would  be  fair,  after  having  gone 
these  dutiable  articles  from  doing  what ,  somewhat  fully  into  this  matter,  would  be 
they  did  in  1894,  and  keeping  back  their  |  to  retain  the  present  limit  of  moisture 
clearances  until  the  Budget  was  intro-  and  to  increase  the  duty  by  4d.  in  the 
duced.  I  hope  that  will  be  clearly  under-  pound.  I  would  also  propose  to  increase 
stood  with  regard  to  the  date  for  which  the  duty  on  foreign  cigars  by  6d.  in  the 
I  propose  this  taxation.  My  estimates  pound.  I  anticipate  that  will  yield  alto- 
of  the  yield  of  it  are  solely  for  gether  an  addition  of  £1,100,000  to  the 
the     twelve    months.      I   estimate   that    revenue. 

6d.  a  gallon  additional  on  spirits  I  We  have  now  got  the  smokers  on 
will  produce  £1,015,000.  our    list.      But  there    is  a    very   large 

Now,  Sir,  we  have  dealt  with  the  income- i  population  who  do  not  pay  income 
tax  payer  and  the  consumers  of  alcohol.  I  tax,  who  do  not  consume  alcohol,  and 
think  it  will  be  felt  generally  that  tobacco  who  do  not  smoke,  and  I  think  they 
ought  to  bear  some  further  burden.    Icon-    ought    to    pay    something    towards   the 


f  ess  it  is  with  great  regret  that  I  find  myself 
driven  again,  after  so  short  an  interval,  to 
alter  the  duty  on  tobacco.     I  know  the 


expense  of  this  war.  I  look  for  an 
article  which  in  our  days  is  compara- 
tively cheap,  which  is  not  the  subject  of 


inconvenience  to  the  trade,  and  I  regret  |  any  manufacture  in  this  country,  or  ought 
it,  but  I  think  it  would  not  be  fair  that ,  not  to  be,  and  which  is  very  largely  con- 
tobacco  should  be  exempted  from  taxa- ,  sumed — ^I  look  to  tea.  At  the  time  of 
tion.  Now,  Sir,  what  we  did  in  1898  ;  the  Crimean  War  the  duty  on  tea  was 
was  this :  we  reduced  the  tobacco  duty  Is.  Gd.  in  the  pound.  It  was  promptly 
by  6d.  in  the  pound.  We  also  reduced  '  raised  by  threepence  in  the  pound  with 
the  legal  limit  of  moistiu-e  from  35  to  30  practically,  I  think,  no  objection  from 
per  cent.  I  anticipated  a  very  consider-  i  anybody  whatever.  The  duty  on  tea  in 
able  increase  in  the  consumption  from  !  1889  was  Gd.  in  the  pound.  My  right 
that  reduction.  My  anticipations,  I  have  !  hon.  friend  the  present  First  Lord  of  the 
to  admit,  have  not  l)een  realised.  It  may  |  Admiralty  reduced  it  by  2d.  At  that 
p>8sibly  be  that  a  comparatively  small  i  time  the  average  wholesale  price  of  thij 
re<luction  in  the  price  of  tobacco  does  not  I  pound  of  tea  was  10'79d.,  making  alto- 
materially  increase  the  consumption.  It  ■  gether,  with  the  6d.  duty,  16-79d.  per 
may  be  that  the  trade  statistics,  which  pound.  Now  I  am  informed  that  the 
certainly  convinced  me  that  the  reduction  average  wholesale  price  of  tea  is  8*87d. 
had  reached  the  consumer,  were  less  |  per  pound.  If  I  were  to  add  2d.  to  the 
accurate  than  I  had  supposed.  *  I  wish  to  |  duty,  that  would  make  altogether,  with 
be  perfectly  frank,  and  I  have  endeavoiu^ed  j  the  duty,  14*87d.  per  pound — 2d.  per 
to  he  so.  But  we  have  to  consider  pound  less  than  the  price  in  1889.  I 
whether  we  should  merely  put  back  the  '  propose  to  add  2d.  per  pound  to  the 
duty  and  the  moisture  to  the  same  I  duty  on  tea,  and  that  will  produce 
amount  as  two  years  ago,  or  whether  j  £1,800,000  in  the  course  of  twelvemonths, 
we  should  do  something  else.  Now,  Sir,  i  and  I  do  not  think  that  the  population 
I  confess  I  am  reluctant  to  again  increase  at  large  will  have  any  very  fair  ground 
the  legal  limit  of  moisture.     The  result ,  of  complaint  at  the  amount  they  will  be 


of  the  reduction  of  the  legal  limit  was 
this,  that  the  smoker  of  the  cheapest 
tobacco,  which  is  most  watered,  got  three- 


called  on  to  bear  towards  the  cost  of 
what  the  vast  majority  of  them  believe  to  be 
a  necessary  war.     The  total  result  of  the 


S>nce  worth  more  of  tobacco  in  every  pound.  I  additional  taxation  I  propose  will  be  an 
e  bought  more  tobacco  for  his  money  than  I  increase  in  the  revenue  of  £12,317,000, 
he  did  before  in  place  of  a  similar  weight  besides  the  £1,900,000  arrears  of  in- 
of  water.  Well,  if  I  restore  the  old  limit  \  come  tax  which  will  fall  into  the  future 
of  moisture  the  result  would  be  that  the  !  year. 

smoker  of  the  cheapest  quality  of  tobacco  Then  I  propose  to  reduce  the  expendi- 
would  lose  that  tobacco  and  get  water  ture.  In  the  year  1885  the  country  wa: 
instead,  and  as  water  does  not  pay  the  called  upon  to  find,  I  think,  £11,000,000 
tax  the  revenue  would  lose  also.  No  •  towards  preparations  for  war.  On  thai 
doubt  the  dealer  would  gain,  but  I  do  not  occasion,  with  the  unanimous  consent  of 
see  why  the  dealer  should  gain  at  the  cost  \  Parliament,  it  was  agreed  to  stop  the  ve- 
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payment  of  capital  wrapped  up  in  the 
terminable  annuities  belonging  to  the 
various  Government  Departments,  and 
included,  of  course,  in  the  fixed  debt 
charge  for  the  year.  I  propose  to  do  the 
same  thing  now.  That  will  reduce  the 
expenditure  of  the  year  by  JB4, 640,000. 
I  think  it  would  be  perfectly  absui-d  that, 
while  we  have  with  one  hand  largely 
increased  our  debt  we  should  be  paying 
off  old  debt  with  the  other. 

Now,  Sir,  I  come  to  the  final  balance-sheet. 
I  stated  that  the  public  expenditure  of  the 
coming  year  would  be  £154,082,000.  I 
deduct  from  that  ,£4,640,000  owing  to  the 
procedure  I  have  just  stated,  leaving  the 
total  expenditure  £149,442,000.  Against 
that  I  anticipate  a  revenue  from  Customs, 
£25,017,000;  Excise,  £34,350,000;  death 
duties,  £13,000,000  ;  stamps,  £8,550,000 ; 
land  tax,  £800,000;  house  duty, 
£1,650,000;  income  tax,  £25,300,000; 
making  a  total  tax  revenue  of 
£108,667,000,  and  a  non-tax  revenue  of 
£20,550,000,  or  a  total  revenue  of 
£129,217,000,  as  against  an  expenditure 
of  £149,442,000,  thus  leaving  a  deficit  for 
the  year  of  £20,225,000. 

Add  to  that  the  expected  deficit  on 
this  year  of  £17,770,000,  and  £5,000,000 
which  I  have  stated  must  be  added  for  the 
contingencies  I  have  named,  and  you  will 
find  a  total  of,  say,  £43,000,000,  which  I 
must  ask  permission  to  borrow.  Part  of 
that  will  be  provided  to  the  extent  of 
£8,000,000  by  renewing  the  Treasury 
Bills  which  were  issued  imder  the  authority 
of  the  House  given  in  October  last. 
Therefore  there  is  £35,000,000  of  new 
debt  to  be  incurred. 

Now  I  do  not  think  I  need  argue  that 
such  a  siun  as  this  is  too  large  to  be  added 
to  our  floating  debt.  It  would  be  practi- 
cally impossible,  I  think,  to  deal  with  it 
in  that  way.  On  the  other  hand,  I  confess 
that  in  mj  opinion  it  would  be  a  mistake 
to  raise  it  by  a  new  issue  of  Consols.  Of 
course  there  are  arguments  in  favour  of 
such  a  course.  Consols  are  a  very  large 
stock.  They  are  very  well  known,  and 
therefore  command  a  better  price  in  the 
market,  comparatively,  than  other  Govern- 
ment securities.  Therefore  an  issue  of 
Consols  might  possibly  be  done  at  a 
cheaper  rate  at  the  moment  than  another 
form  of  issue.  But  an  issue  of  Consols 
would  be  an  issue  of  permanent  debt 
which  this  country  would  be  unable  to 
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pay  oflf  until  1923.  Well  now,  what  have 
we  seen  lately  ?  A  few  years  ago  I  was 
redeeming  Consols  at  the  price  of  14  per 
cent,  premium.  A  few  years  hence, 
when  peace  is  concluded,  the  length  of 
the  term  for  which  Consols  cannot 
be  paid  off  at  par,  will,  I  anticipate, 
have  a  great  effect  in  producing 
a  rise  in  their  present  value. 
If  I  borrow  Consols  now  I  should  have  to 
borrow,  at  a  rate  governed  by  the  present 
market  price  of,  I  think,  less  than  101, 
the  same  debt  which  a  few  years  ago  I  paid 
off  at  a  14  per  cent,  premium,  and  which 
we  may  hope  in  a  few  years  may 
again  be  paid  off  and  would  have  to  be 
paid  oflf  at  a  premium  though  possibly 
not  so  high. 

For  these  reasons  I  do  not  think  it  would 
be  advisable  that  we  should  look  to  an 
issue  of  Consols.  I  think  it  would  ])e 
better  that  part  of  this  £35,000,000 
should  be  reserved — I  think  probably  a 
sum  not  exceeding  £5,000,000 —  for  a 
further  issue  of  Treasury  bills  if  required. 
The  rest  I  should  propose  to  raise  l)y 
bonds  or  stock  issued  for  a  term  of  years 
not  exceeding  ten.  I  have  reason  to 
believe  that  it  would  be  possible  to  place 
such  an  issue  on  very  reasonable  terms, 
and  I  should  hope  to  be  able  to  do  it  in  a 
way  which  would  not  ensure  profit  merely 
to  a  few  great  and  wealthy  persons  but 
would  bring  the  whole  public  into  what 
I  may  call  a  war  loan  and  enable  them 
to  come  forward  to  the  assistance  of  the 
country.  1  would  ask  the  Committee  to 
pass  a  resolution  enabling  me  to  borrow 
in  the  manner  I  have  aescribed  to  the 
extent  of  £35,000,000  without  fettering 
me  as  to  the  precise  terms  and  conditions 
of  the  issue.  At  the  time  of  the  Crimean 
war,  and  before  it,  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  of  the  day  used  to  come  down 
to  Parliament  on  such  an  occasion  and 
tell  them  he  had  contracted  with  certain 
parties  for  an  issue  of  Consols,  or  what- 
ever the  stock  might  be,  at  a  certain 
price,  and  all  that  Parliament  had 
to  do  was  to  confirm  the  con- 
tract when  made.  I  have  not  deemed 
such  a  course  desirable  now.  I  ask 
Parliament  to  give  me  authority  to 
borrow,  but  in  my  belief  it  would  be 
contrary  to  the  public  interest  to  specify 
beforehand  the  precise  terms  and  con- 
ditions of  the  loan.  I  will  do  my  best 
for  the  State,  and  then  I  will  come  to 
Parliament  and  insert  in  the  Bill  whatever 
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terms  and    conditions    may    have   been 
decided  upon. 

I  do  not  propose  at  present  to  make 
any  special  provision  for  paying  off  this 
loan.  It  ought,  in  my  judgment,  to  be 
done  at  the  close  of  the  war,  but 
it  would  be  premature  to  do  so 
before  we  know  oiu*  total  liabilities, 
and  how  much  can  be  properly  exacted 
from  the  Transvaal.  But  I  may  point 
out  that  between  now  and  1910  we  have 
ample  means  in  prospect  to  meet  what- 
ever may  fall  upon  ourselves.  Between 
1902  and  1904  the  fixed  debt  charge  will 
be  relieved  of  the  converted  annuities  to 
the  amount  of  £684,000  a  year,  and  of 
the  great  Chancery  annuities  to  the 
amount  of  £2,943,000  a  year,  and, 
further,  in  1903,  of  J  per  cent,  on 
Consols  to  the  extent  of  £1,300,000  a 
year.  I  think  the  Committee  will  see, 
without  my  saying  anything  further  on 
this  point,  that  ample  means  are  before 
us  to  be  utilised  to  any  extent  that  may  be 
right  and  necessary  in  the  matter  of 
the  repayment  of  the  loan  now  to  be 
lK)r  rowed. 

I  have  now  finished  my  task,  and  I  have 
to  thank  the  Committee  for  the  patience 
with  which  they  have  heard  me.  We 
have  thought  it  right  on  this  occasion  to 
endeavour,  though  it  is  a  time  of  war,  to 
adhere  to  the  old  practice  of  one  financial 
statement  in  the  year.  It  is  better,  and 
it  is  fairer  to  Parliament.  We  have  asked 
for  no  more  than  we  believe  will  be  re- 
quired. We  may  have  to  ask  for  more, 
but  even  if  in  July  or  August  next  we 
should  have  to  ask  for  more  it  will 
l>e  better  to  have  made  this  large 
request  at  once  than  to  annoy  the 
House  of  Commons  with  repeated  requests, 
whether  for  additional  taxation  or  whether 
for  additional  loans,  none  of  them  ade- 
quate to  the  real  emergency  of  the  situa- 
tion. My  proposals  may  or  may  not 
commend  themselves  to  the  Committee, 
but  I  hope  the  Committee  will  feel  that, 
at  any  rate,  I  have  placed  before  them, 
to  the  best  of  my  power,  a  plain  and 
honest  statement — endeavouring  to  con- 
ceal nothing  and  to  extenuate  nothing, 
however  disagreeable  the  facts  or  the 
proposals  may  be. 

But  I  hope  the  Committee  will  agree 
to  my  proposals,  for  I  think  they  are 
justified  by  the  circumstances  of  the 
time,    and    they    are   based    upon    the 


best  financial  traditions  of  the  country. 
This  is  not  a  time,  disagreeable 
as  increjised  taxation  may  be,  at  which 
we  should  shrink  from  showing  our  con- 
fidence in  the  resources  af  our  count ly,  or 
in  the  self-deni.d  of  our  people.  Foreign 
nations  are  watching  us,  sometimes,  I  fear, 
with  no  friendly  eye,  to  see  whether 
years  of  comfort,  of  peace,  of  increasing 
wealth,  have  softened  the  fibre  or 
diminished  the  coui-age  and  the  tenacity 
of  purpose  of  our  race.  Our  soldiers  in 
the  field,  from  whatever  part  of  the 
Empire  they  have  come,  have  shown  that 
they  are  equal  to  their  forefathers. 
Our  great  colonics  though  perhaps  at  first 
sight  not  so  directly  interested  in  this 
war  as  ourselves,  have  eagerly  taxed 
themselves  in  men  and  money  for  the 
cause  of  the  Empire.  Shall  we,  who  sit 
at  home  at  ease,  show  ourselves  at  such 
a  moment  financial  cowards  ]  Shall 
we  confess  to  the  world  that  the 
cost  of  a  few  months  of  war  fnghtens 
us  out  of  a  financial  policy  which  we 
know  to  be  sound  1  No,  Sir,  I  do  not 
believe  it.  We  have  placed  before  this 
House,  during  days  and  weeks,  our  views 
as  to  the  policy  and  conduct  of  this  war. 
We  have  defended  ourselves,  I  hope  not 
unsuccessfully,  against  the  imputations 
and  charges  that  have  been  made. 
Opinions  on  these  subjects  may  differ, 
but  there  is  one  thing  on  which  the  great 
majority  of  this  nation  has  made  up  its 
mind,  and  that  is  that,  at  whatever  cost, 
this  war  shall  be  prosecuted  to  a  success- 
ful termination.  To-day  we  ask  you  to 
provide  means  to  fulfil  that  mandate 
of  the  people.  We  leave  the  request  in 
your  hands  with  confidence,  feeling  sure 
that  the  House  of  Commons  will  grudge 
no  effort  and  shrink  from  no  sacrifice 
which  the  honour  of  our  country  and  our 
duty  to  the  Empire  demand.  I  beg  now 
to  move  the  first  Resolution,  namely,  that 
with  regard  to  the  duty  on  tea. 

Tea. 

1.  Motion  made,  and  Question  pro- 
posed, "  That,  in  lieu  of  the  duty  of 
customs  now  payable  on  tea,  there  shall 
be  charged,  levied,  and  paid  on  and  after 
the  6th  day  of  March,  1900,  and^  until 
the  1st  day  of  August,  1901,  the  follow- 
ing duty  (that  is  to  say) : — Tea,  the 
pound,  6d." — {Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer,) 


79  Wmjsaiid  {COMMONS}  Meaiu,  80 

Sir   H.    CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN    not   to  have  been  altogether  successful. 
(Stirling  Burghs) :    It  is  the  established  '  Of  that  I  would  merely  say  that  it  never 
Parliamentary  practice,  sanctioned  by  the    appeared  to  have  realised  any  advantage 
highest  financial  authority  whose  weight  is    to  the  consumer,  or  at  all  ev«)nts,  if   I 
acknowledged  in  all  parts  of  the  House,    may  use  the  word  in  this  other  sense,  the 
that  on  this  occasion  the  Committee  should    consumer  has  never  been  able  to  realise  it 
not  engage   in   any   full  and  exhaustive    in  the  sense  of  discovering  and  appreciat- 
criticism  or  examination  of  the  proposals    ing  that  advantage.     Then — I   vnW   not 
of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,     It    renew  the  old  controversy — the  right  hon. 
is  absolutely  necessary   that   the    Com-   Gentleman,  having  been  provided  by  the 
mittee  should  pass  certain  resolutions  for   fiscal  reforms  of  my  right  hon.  friend  the 
the  purpose  of  saving  the  revenue  and  '  Member  for  West  Monmouthshire  with  a 
preventing  the  forestalment  and  evasion  i  bulwark  of  financial  strength  such  as  no 
of    the    law.       In   the  passing  of  those    Finance  Minister  has  ever  had  the  advan- 
resolutions  we  shall,  of  course,  be  disposed  ,  tage  of  before,  proceeded  to  fritter  away 
to   give  every  facility  to  Her  Majesty^s    a  large  part  of  that  strength  by  a  series 
Government,  but  this  is  done  on  the  dis-    of  doles  to  particular  classes  of  the  com- 
tinct   understanding  that,  by   so    doing,  ,  muiiity  who  certainly  were  not  amongst 
the  House  of  Commons  is  not  in  the  least    the  most  necessitous  classes,  and  has  given 
degree   committed    to  any   part   of  the  |  the  money  not  even  to  the  most  necessi- 
poliey  espoused  by  the  right  hon.  Gentle- ,  tous  within  those  classes,  and  in  that  way, 
man,   and   that   we   shaU  have  a  better  |  so  far  as  the  money  goes,  amounting  to,  I 
opportunity  on  future  occasions,  when  the  \  think,  about  £4,000,000  a  year,  he  has 
Bill    is    before    us,    for    expressing  our  |  weakened   his    position   for  an   occasion 
opinions.     I  remember  that,  in  Octobei,  '  such  as  this.     But  this  is  not  the  time  to 
when   the   right   hon.    Gentleman  stated  j  go  into  these  matters.     We  are  very  glad 
the  manner   m  which  he  was   going  to    indeed  to  recognise  that  the  right  hon. 
ieal  \vith  the  expenditure  which  had  been    Gentleman  has  to-night  dealt  not  only  in 
/iciured  for  the  war,  I  said  of  him  that    a  straightforward  but  in  a  statesmanlike 
ne  had  made  a  speech  embodying  a  great  |  and  discreet  way  with  the  difficulty  before 
deal     of      sound     doctrine.       I     think  i  him,  and  with  a  courage  that  from  his 
the  same    thing    may    be  said  to-night.  |  natural  temperament  we  were  willing  to 
The  Chancellor  of  the   Exchequer   has,    ascribe  to  and  expect  from  him.    The  first 
in  many   paits  of   his  speech,  given  ex- ;  great  question  in  a  case  such  as  this  is 
pression,    with   a    fervour  and   sincerity  I  what  part  of  this  great  burden  shall  be 
which  showed  how  deeply  he  was  con-  !  dealt  with  by  way  of  taxation  and  what 
vinced  of  their  truth,  to  doctrines  which,    part  by  way  of  future  obligation  in  the 
I  am  sure,  no   one  on  this  side  of  the    shape  of  debt.      The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
House  or  on  that,  who  has  studied  the  1  man  has  described  the   different   nature 
great  principles  which  govern  our  finance,  j  of  the  advice  which  he  has  received.     He 
will  find  fault  with  for  a  moment.     The    has     resisted    extreme    advice    in    lK)th 
right   hon.   Gentleman   will,    of    course,  j  directions,  and  it  is  my  impression  that 
understand  that  we  cannot  but  look  upon    he   has   made    an    apportionment   which 
him  with  a  certain  degree  of  doubt  owing    is  fair  and  equitable  as  ])etween  those  two 
to  certain  incidents  in  his  financial  history,  i  methods  of  dealing  with  the  matter.    The 
There  are  some  episodes  in  the  last  three  \  right  hon.  Gentleman  has  very  properly 
or  four  years  of  which  we  have  not  yet  I  put  a   considerable  part  of  the  expendi- 
been  able  to  bring  ourselves  to  approve.  -  ture — not  very  far  from  the  same  propor- 
There  was  last  year  the  occasion  when  the  '  tion  as  was  proposed  in  the  case  of  the 
Government,  with  a  lack  of  courage  which    Crimean  War — upon  the  shoulders  of  the 
I  think  did  them  very  little  credit,  broke    taxpayers.     I,  for  one,  could  never  believe 
in  on  the  established  custom  of  relieving  !  for  a   moment — I   would  never  do    my 
the  burden  of  debt  for  very  inadequate    countrymen  the  discredit  and  dishonour 
reasons,  and,  at  the  same  time,  broke  in    to  believe — that  they    would    shirk    an 
also  upon  that  reserve  of  strength  which    obligation  of  this  kind.     We  have  all  been 
was  provided  precisely,  so  far  as  it  went,    proud   of  the   patriotic   spirit   exhibited 
for  emergencies  such  as  this.     Then   we '  within    the    last   few    weeks.      If    that 
also  recall   the  strange  dealings   of   the    patriotism   is  anything   but   the   merest 
right  hon.  Gentleman  with  the  tobacco    smoke  and   bluster,   surely    the  British 
duty,  which  he  has  acknowledged  to-night  j  people  are   willing  to  bear  a  burden  of 
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this  kind  to  support  those  whom  they 
have  so  readily  sent  to  sacrifice  their 
comfort,  their  safety,  and  sometimes  their 
lives  on  the  battlefield.  There  may  be, 
of  course,  to  individuals  inconvenience 
and  hardship,  and  even  deprivation,  but  I 
do  not  think  that  anyone  in  this  House 
has  any  fear  that  the  taxpayer  will  not 
be  ready  cheerfully  to  do  his  duty.  As 
to  the  details  of  the  proposals,  it  will,  as 
I  have  said,  be  wiser  and  more  conve- 
nient to  the  House  that  our  opinion  should 
be  reserved.  I,  however,  may  say,  in 
my  particular  capacity  as  a  Scotch 
Member,  I  think  that  something  will  be 
-said  as  to  the  increase  of  the  spirit  duty 
from  a  national  point  of  vnew  on  the  part 
of  both  the  Irish  and  the  Scotch.  There 
is  a  strong  belief  in  Scotland  and  Ireland, 
apart  from  all  the  financial  arguments 
which  may  l>e  used  by  experts  in  the 
public  offices  and  in  this  House,  that  the 
taxation  put  upon  the  general  drink  of  the 
masses  is  heavier  by  a  great  deal  than  that 
which  is  laid  on  the  general  drink  of  the 
English  community,  and  I  think  they 
would  have  been  glad  if  they  had  been 
spared  somewhat  in  this  respect.  I 
merely  forecast  that  as  a  line  of  argument 
likely  to  be  used  in  the  course  of  the 
debates.  It  is  quite  understood  that  the 
House  will  at  future  stages  give  its 
decision  on  each  of  these  proposals.  What 
we  must  satisfy  ourselves  of  is  that  the 

{)roposals  are  the  least  burdensome,  the 
east  inconvenient,  and  the  most  fair  and 
most  advantageous  to  the  Exchequer 
which  can  be  devised.  In  giving  our 
assistance  to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman, 
and  in  endeavouring  to  help  him  in 
coming  to  a  conclusion,  we  shall,  at  all 
events,  l>e  guided  by  this  feeling — that  in 
hardly  any  quarter  of  the  House  is  there 
any  disposition,  as  the  Votes  in  Supply 
have  already  shown,  to  display  any 
grudging  spirit  in  prosecuting  the 
financialproposals  of  the  Government. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  I  do  not  think 
this  occasion  should  be  allowed  to  pass 
without  some  expression  of  opinion  from 
this  quarter  of  the  House.  We  have  now 
reached  a  period  when  the  Government 
of  the  so-called  United  Kingdom  are 
obliged  to  bring  in  a  Budget  of  over 
£150,000,000.  In  other  words,  we  have 
to  find  in  one  year  an  amount  equal  to 
one  fourth  of  the  National  Debt.  At  the 
time  the  disastrous  Union  was  accom- 
plished the  total  National  Debt  of  Ireland 


was  under  £8,000,000,  and  now  we  are 
asked  in  one  single  year  to  bear  a  propor- 
tion of  expenditure  amounting  to  over 
£150,000,000,  in  addition  to  the  charge 
of  the  ordinary  standing  National  Debt. 
I  wonder  what  the  statesmen  who  made 
such  promises  to  Ireland  at  the  time  of 
the  Union  would  have  thought  if  they 
had  been  told  that  100  years  hence  this 
appalling  and  crushing  burden  would  be 
placed  upon  us.  I  should  like  to  sa^  a 
word  in  reference  to  the  unhappy 
position  in  which  Ireland  is  situated. 
The  right  hon.  Gentlemen  gave  a 
very  glowing  account  of  how  Eng- 
land and  Scotland  are  advancing 
by  leaps  and  bounds ;  he  spoke  of  there 
being  higher  wages,  greater  prosperity, 
and  larger  incomes  than  ever  before. 
The  only  industry  which  had  not  gained 
in  prosperity  was  that  of  agriculture.  In 
other  words,  the  country  which  alone  has 
not  progressed  is  bound  to  bear  with  you 
pan  passu  this  extravagant  expenditure. 
At  the  time  of  the  Union  we  had  a  num- 
ber of  industries ;  they  have  since  dis- 
appeared. Our  country  was  richer  to  an 
enormous  degree,  l>oth  in  flocks  and 
herds,  as  well  as  in  population  and  purse, 
than  she  is  now  ;  and  yet,  whereas  your 
taxable  capacity  has  increased  a  hun- 
dredfold while  ours  has  decreased  in  a 
similar  degree,  we  have  to  bear  with  you 
a  burden  equal  to  your  own.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  proceeded  calmly  to 
treat  the  two  cases — on  the  one  side  a 
living  body  and  on  the  other  a  corpse  ; 
he  proceeded  to  administer  to  them  the  * 
same  physic,  and  to  prescribe  the  same 
treatment.  One  would  have  thought 
that,  as  Minister  for  this  Empire,  he 
would  have  taken  note  of  the  diflference 
between  the  two  countries,  and  have 
made  some  difference  in  the  treatment. 
Throughout  his  speech  there  is  not  a  trace 
of  the  necessity  for  dissimilarity  of  treat- 
ment ;  there  is  not  a  trace  of  any  intention 
on  his  part  to  fulfil  the  pledges  given  by  the 
statesmen  of  the  Union  to  grant  Ireland 
exceptional  exemptions  and  abatements 
suited  to  her  case  and  position.  Does  the 
light  hon.  Gentleman  think  himself  an 
Irish  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  or  does 
he  regard  himself  as  a  British  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  1  So  far  as  the  shepherd- 
ing of  the  separate  interests  of  Ireland  is 
concerned,  I  can  see  no  indication.  Wo 
are  told  we  have  the  honour  and  glory  of 
forming  a  portion  of  this  Empire.  I 
would  like  to  ask  how  much  of   this  war 
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expenditure  has  been  spent  in  Ireland.  1 
will  take  him  upon  that  issue  alone.  You 
have  spent  upon  your  exceptional  war 
operations  something  like  £50,000,000,  in 
round  figures.  Of  that  amount  you  have 
spent  about  fivepence  in  Ireland.  Eng- 
land has  benefited  by  the  engagement  of 
ships,  the  casting  of  cannon,  the  making 
of  munitions  of  war,  saddlery,  and  the 
thousand  and  one  necessary  articles  for 
such  an  undertaking,  but  only  a  few 
horses  have  been  bought  in  Ireland,  and 
even  those  would  not  have  been  pur- 
chased there  if  you  could  have  got  them 
cheaper  or  better  elsewhere.  Perhaps  1 
am  wrong  in  saying  that  everything  else 
has  been  bought  in  fjigland  and  Scotland. 
Of  course  Germany  has  not  been  for- 
gotten ;  Brazil  has  not  been  forgotten ; 
you  have  bought  mules  in  Brazil. 
America  has  not  been  forgotten ;  you 
have  bought  saddlery  there.  Austria  has 
not  been  forgotten ;  you  have  obtained 
underclothing  in  some  of  the  central 
European  States.  What  do  we  gain  by 
the  war  1  Nothing,  except  that  a  few 
Orangemen  have  desecrated  Catholic 
churches  in  Belfast  and  broken  the  heads 
of  Catholic  workmen  in  Portadown.  What 
do  we  lose  by  it  ?  When  the  legless  and 
armless  men  of  the  Dublin  Fusiliers 
return,  we  shall  have  to  put  them  up  in 
our  workhouses  and  bear  the  expense  on 
the  lopal  taxation.  In  Drumcondra  alone, 
a  little  suburb  of  Dublin,  there  are  forty 
widows.  In  one  miserable  little  street  in 
Dublin,  Cook  Street,  there  are  eight 
widows  as  the  result  of  this  war.  The 
wearing  of  black  by  the  people  of  the 
poorer  classes  is  distinctly  noticeable  in 
the  streets  of  Dublin.  I  do  not  say  that  you 
have  not  done  your  duty  in  this  respect. 
I  believe  you  have.  It  is  but  fair  to 
admit  the  magnificent  manner  in  which 
the  aristocracy  as  well  as  the  working 
classes  have  gone  to  the  assistance  of 
their  country.  But,  at  all  events,  you 
will  have  the  gold  mines  at  the  finish ; 
vou  will  have  the  Transvaal  at  the  end. 
You  will  have  an  asset ;  what  shall  we 
have,  except  graves  and  dead  1  That  is 
our  position,  to  which  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  in  bringing  in  his  £150,000,000 
Budget,  does  not  oven  think  it  worth 
his  while  to  make  any  reference. 
These  facts  have  not  even  excited  a  pass- 
ing remark  upon  them.  Let  me  refer  to 
the  question  of  tobacco.  If  anyone  reads 
the  history  of  Ireland,  they  will  find  it 
stated    that    between    Dublin    and    the 
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county  of  Cork,  for  a  distance  of  150 
miles,  heaps  of  tobacco  were  being  burned 
in  the  fields,  and  tobacco  growing  was 
once  an  important  branch  of  the  Irish 
agricultural  industry.  Ireland  can  grow 
tobacco,  and  she  has  grown  it  successfully 
in  the  past ;  and  you  have  now  through- 
out Ireland  a  revenue  and  police  system 
which  would  give  you  full  warning  of 
smuggling,  and  by  which  it  would  be  easy 
to  prevent  illicit  growth  and  manufacture 
of  tobacco.  While  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man proposes  to  enhance  the  tobacco  duty, 
he  does  not  even  suggest  the  relaxation 
of  the  restrictions  which  would  enable  the 
tobacco  industry  to  thrive  in  Ireland. 
What  he  has  said  is  from  an  English 
point  of  view,  and  I  do  not  suppose  any 
Englishman  can  fairly  complain  of  the 
Budget.  But  the  position  of  Ireland  is  en- 
tirely different.  It  is  said  that  the  burden 
has  been  put  upon  all  classes  ;  that  incomes 
have  been  taxed,  as  well  as  the  tobacco 
user  and  the  beer  consumer.  Even  the 
teetotaler,  it  is  claimed,  has  not  been  left 
out,  and  accordingly  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  taxes  tea.  In  other  words, 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  taxes  the  three 
great  articles  consumed  by  the  poor, 
because  a  man  may  drink  tea  who  is  also 
a .  tobacco  smoker  and  a  beer  or  whisky 
drinker.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
has  dived  into  the  pockets  of  the  poor 
in  Ireland.  It  is  not  enough  for 
Ireland  to  have  to  provide  brave  soldiers, 
but  the  poor  have  to  provide  their  wages 
as  well  out  of  their  poverty.  I  would 
make  a  claim  that  now,  at  all  events,  if 
he  is  going  to  increase  the  tax  upon 
tobacco,  he  should  take  this  opportunity 
of  relieving  the  Irish  people  from  the 
restrictions  on  growing  tobacco.  It  is 
the  merest  matter  of  arrangement.  In 
the  old  days  when  the  tobacco  industry 
flourished  there  was  no  such  thing  as  the 
revenue  and  police  system  as  it  exists  at 
the  present  moment.  The  Royal  Irish 
Constabulary  had  not  then  been  estab- 
lished. Smuggling  was  rife,  and  it  was. 
impossible  to  collect  the  duty.  You  have 
in  every  village  in  Ireland  ten  policemen, 
costing  the  country,  with  a  sergeant, 
£1,000  a  year  ;  you  have  a  schoolmaster 
and  schoolmistress,  costing  £150  a  year ; 
and  you  also  make  us  pay  a  large  contri- 
bution every  yearfor  education — and  what 
do  we  get  out  of  this  glorious  system  1  You 
say  you  cannot  reduce  the  number  of 
police,  but  why  not  turn  them  to  some 
good  account,  and  make  them  do  some- 
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thing  for  their  wages  ?  At  present  they  j  and  the  extra  taxes  should  have  been  put 
are  simply  engaged  in  the  collection  of  i  on  diamonds.  I  do  not  see  why  stock- 
rents  for  landlords,  and  they  take  part  in  I  brokers  should  not  pay  an  enormous  tax 
an  occasional  eviction,  and  in  the  North  of  as  well  as  barristers  and  solicitors.  Why 
Ireland  the  police  are  utilised  to  prevent  not  make  those  pay  more  who  make^ 
Orangemen  from  shooting  down  the  enormous  fortunes  on  the  Stock  Exchange  I' 
Catholics.  Therefore  you  have  in  every  You  do  not  propose  that  because  they  are 
village  the  means  of  providing  that  if  all  Tories ;  and  they  find  that  nothing  is 
tobacco  is  grown  the  tax  upon  it  shall  be  \  more  delightful  than  to  read  in  the  news- 
fairly  paid  and  assessed.  When  there  ,  papers,  when  the  news  of  great  victories 
was  a  Vice-Chancellor  of  Ireland  we  had  i  is  to  hand,  that  they  have  been  singing 
somebody  to  look  after  Irish  industries,  1  "  God  save  the  Queen  "  on  the  Stock 
but  no  one  seems  to  care  for  the  interests  '  Exchange.  I  do  not  think  they  would 
of  Ireland  now.  Much  as  I  respect  the  be  in  such  a  splendid  state  of  jollification 
right  hon.  Gentleman,  he  has  a  British  if  they  had  to  pay  a  tax  of  J&500  a  year.. 
skin,  and  he  cannot,  therefore,  have  an  I  Irishmen  have  got  both  to  fight  your 
Irish  heart,  but  he  knows  a  great  deal  |  battles  and  to  pay  for  them  out  of  their 
more  about  our  country  than  he  pretends  |  miserable  incomes.  There  is  before  the 
to  do.  How  is  it  that  he  never  casts  upon  '  House  the  Tithe  Rent-charge  Bill  for 
that  country  a  pitying  glance  ?  If  we  i  Ireland,  by  which  the  landlords  are  to  be- 
have to  pay  this  extra  tobacco  duty  the  relieved  to  the  extent  of  JB50,000  a  year 
restrictions  upon  the  growth  of  that '  in  order  to  enable  them  to  pay  their  war 
article  ought  to  be  removed  in  Ireland.  I  taxes.  For  my  part  I  do  not  at  all  see 
According  to  the  English  view,  when  you  '  the  objection  to  the  raising  of  this  large 
put  a  tax  on  whisky  its  fiscal  nature  j  sum  by  way  of  a  loan.  Why  should  the 
disappears,  and  it  assumes  a  position  of  I  people  of  the  present  time  bear  all  the 
benevolence.  You  tax  Irish  peasants  burden  ?  The  people  who  gain  by  this- 
not  to  carry  on  wars,  but  to  prevent  them  war  should  be  the  people  to  pay  for  it. 
getting  drunk  ;  you  say  it  is  for  our  own  No  doubt  the  English  people  would  cheer- 
lienefit,  for  fear  we  should  relapse  into  the  i  fully  provide  the  taxes  for  the  right  hon. 
position  of  the  savage.  When  Mr.  Glad- '  Gentleman  purely  out  of  public  spirit 
stone  put  the  increased  tax  on  whisky  i  and  patriotism.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
the  result  was  that  he  wiped  out  seventy  I  man  went  on  to  remark  that  the  colonies' 
distilleries  in  Ireland.  You  say  it  does  '  were  providing  enormous  sums  towards' 
not  matter  what  taxes  you  impose  on  this  war,  and  I  should  like  to  know  how 
whisky,  but  there  is  not  one  of  you  will  |  much  they  were  providing.  I  read  the^ 
examine  the  state  of  things  in  Ireland  and  other  day  •  the  telegram  sent  by  .the 
look  at  it  from  an  Irish  point  of  view.  ;  Colonial  Secretary  to  Australia  asking 
You  are  all  chock  full  of  the  war  in  South  for  more  men,  and  he  told  them  that  the 
Africa,  or  of  your  policy  in  China  or  '  Imperial  Treasury  would  pay  the  bill.  Those 
Madagascar,  and  taere  is  hardly  a  subject  men  have  to  be  paid  by  the  unfortunate 
which  you  are  not  full  of.  The  only  thing  people  of  Ireland,  and  it  is  untrue  to  say 
you  care  about  in  Ireland  is  how  much  that  the  colonies  are  paying  for  this  war. 
revenue  you  can  get  out  of  her,  and  Ire-  j  They  are  paying  these  men  58.  per  day. 
land  is  looked  upon  solely  as  a  taxable  \  If  I  had  not  anything  to  do  myself  I 
commodity.  Your  conduct  towards  Ire-  should  have  regarded  at  one  time  such  an? 
land  is  heartless  and  callous.  This  tax  upon  i  offer  and  a  trip  to  a  foreign  country  aa 
whisky  is  undoubtedly  an  additional  burden.  I  very  satisfactory.  It  is  unfair  to  suggest 
There  was  great  laughter  when  the  right  ]  that  Australia  is  bearing  any  of  these 
hon.  Grentleman  mentioned  gallons  instead  '  burdens.  And  why  should  not  our 
of  barrels  in  the  case  of  the  beer  tax,  and  ;  colonies  pay  ?  They  are  very  keen  on  the 
I  suppose  if  he  put  one  shilling  a  gallon  '  war.  And  why  should  Canada  not  con- 
on  beer  there  would  be  a  revolution  in  tribute,  for  she  gets  a  great  deal  of  kudos 
Whitechapel.  But  when  the  right  hon.  out  of  it  ?  When  the  Canadians  in 
Cirentleman  comes  to  deal  with  whisky  it  is  battle  are  praised  they  are  put  in  the 
not  in  barrels  he  measures  at  all.  He  puts  i  newspapers  in  big  letters,  but  when  the 
only  one  shilling  on  thirty-six  gallons  of  Irish  troops  score  at  the  front  this  is  not 
beer,  but  there  is  to  be  sixpence  put  upon    done.      [Ministerial  cries  of  "  Oh,  oh  !  "] 


each  gallon  of  whisky.      I  say  this  war 
has   been  got  up  by   Mr.  Cecil  Rhodes, 


Why  not  make  the  Isle  of  Man  and  the 
Channel  Islands  contribute  to  this  splendid 
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Imperial  saturnalia  of  generosity  1    The  ^  great  prosperity  of  the  country,  and  we 

-only  country  which  is  made  to  pay  is  the  ^  all  join  in  rejoicing  and  hope  it  may  be 

very   one  which  is  protected  by  treaty  :  as  lasti  ng  as  it  is  great.     I  congratulate 

from  paying.      With  regard  to  the  income  I  the  rig  ht  hon.  Gentleman  on  his  courage, 

tax,  as  far  a3  England  is  concerned,  it  is  a  j  but  I  think  he  is  rather  in  the  position 

iair  item,  but  is  it  fair  in  regard  to  Ire- 1  in  which   Solon  found  himself  when  he 

land  ?     It  was  understood  at  the  time  of    said — 

the  Union  that  the  income  tax  would  not        ,,!.,  ,  .       .    , 

be  charged.     It  was  never  dreamt  of,  and    u.  7i      7u     ^*'?  ^''^^  m  ?  best  laws,  but  the 

J.J  °   ^  .  ,       e    ^r.  hest  laws  the  people  would  bear." 

we  did  not  pay  income  tax  for  fifty  years  ; 

After  the  Union  was  established.     It  was    Whentheright  hon.  Gentleman  referred  to 

put  on  as  a  temporary  expedient  after  the  !  history  and  the  courage  of  our  ancestors 

time  of  the  Crimean  War,  and  now,  in    in   respect   to   taxation,    I    thought    the 


spite  of  our  protest  on  this  financial  ques- 
tion and  the  finding  of  the  Royal  Commis- 
sion that  we  are  paying  £3,000,000  a  year 
too  much,  you  propose  to  increase  our 
income  tax  by  4d.  in  the  £,.     I  think  that 


boldness  he  had  shown  was  hardly 
equal  to  the  example.  I  will  not 
go  further  back  than  the  Crimean  War, 
but  in  relation  to  that  war  when  the  ques- 
tion arose  of  distribution  of  cost  bet  .veen 


imposition  might,  at  least,  be  left  alone  as  ;  borrowing  and  taxation — I  have  a  note 
regards  Ireland,  whose  income  is  very  i  here  I  took  from  Sir  Stafford  Northcote  s 
limited,  for  there  are  no  large  budnessesin  |  book  on  financial  policy — at  the  time  the 
Ireland.  Is  it  fair  to  tax  limited  incomes  \  accounts  were  made  up,  the  cost  of  the  war 
with  no  chance  of  extension  in thesame  way  i  was  calculated  at  £76,400,000.  Well,  that 
AS  those  enormous  incomes  in  thiscountry  ?  j  was  a  two  years  war,  and  we  have  run  up 
I  emphatically  protest  against  this  system  !  nearly  that  bill  in  less  than  six  months,  and 
of  taxing  Ireland  for  military  purposes,  ,  how  much  more  it  will  prove  of  course 
while  you  keep  her  hampered  and  deny  ;  no  man  can  tell.  But,  in  dealing  with 
ber  her  liberties.  We  do  not  desire  to  go  \  that  war  a  generation,  I  may  say  two 
Abroad  to  kill  Dutchmen,  but  we  desire  i  generations  ago,  out  of  the  £76,000,000, 
to  leave  them  alone  in  the  enjoyment  of  I  £40,000,000  was  raised  by  additional 
the  country  which  they  have  acquired.  ;  taxation,  or  more  than  half,  and 
Having  denied  us  Home  Rule,  that  ought  £32,000,000  was  added  to  the  D*^t  of 
to  make  you  keener  and  more  zealous  not  i  the  country.  These  amornts.  do  not 
to  pile  upon  us  those  burdens  which  the  make  up  the  total,  but  at  the  conclusion 
denial  of  Home  Rule  involves.  I  beg  of  of  peace  the  balance  w^as  made  up  by 
you,  as  fair-minded  men,  to  cast  aside  increases  in  the  productiveness  of  taxes, 
political  prejudice  and  to  look  at  the  im-  |  so  that  at  the  end  of  the  war  when 
poverished  condition  of  the  Irish  people.  '  accounts  were  made  up  £40,000,000  had 
If  you  will  do  so  you  will  see  that  you  i  been  raised  by  additional  taxation  and 
ought  to  arrange  your  fiscal  system  so  as  !  £32,000,000  only  was  added  to  the  Debt, 
not  to  place  any  additional  burden  upon  1 1  adhere  so  completely  to  the  principles 
the  people  of  Ireland.  which    the    right    hon.    Gentleman    has 

I  stated  that  I  do  not  wish  to  be  captious 
*SiR  WILLIAM  HARCOURT  (xMon-  in  my  criticisms,  but  there  is  one  very 
mouthshire,  W.) :  I  only  rise  to  night  to  '  interesting  question  upon  which  I  should 
Add  my  tribute  of  admiration  for  the  be  extremely  glad  to  have  some  further 
speech  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  |  information  from  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  has  ad-  man.  I  observed  a  passage  in  his  speech 
dressed  to  the  Committee — a  speech,  if  I  which  was  received  with  considerable 
may  be  permitted  to  say  so,  distinguished  approbation,  not  only  from  this  side  of 
by  soundness  of  financial  principles  and    the  House,  but  from  the   opposite  side 


«till   more   valuable   on   account  of    the 


also  j  and  it  was  that  the  Transvaal  ulti- 


political  courage  with  which  those  prin- ;  mately  was  to  pay  for  the  cost  of  the  war. 


•ciples  were  expressed.  It  is  not  the  first 
time  I  have  congratulated  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  on  hii  financial  ability,  and  I 
have  had  also  to  congratulate  him  on  his 


I  should  very  much  like  to  know  how  he 
expects  to  get  the  money  1  We  know 
that  we  are  waging  this  war  partly  in 
order  that  Johamiesburg  should  be  a  self- 


financial  good  fortune  in  times  of  peace,  governing  and  self-taxing  community.  I 
He  has  had  the  advantage  of  extremely  presume  after  this  war  nas  been  brought 
prosperous  times ;  he  has  spoken  of  the  \  to  a  successful  issue    Johannesburg    in 

Mr.  T.  M.  Healy. 
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some  form  or  other  will  tax  itself.  But  the  money  then  ?  You  will,  I  suppose,, 
then  we  have  the  prospect  that  these  '  have  a  council  or  some  other  body  >vith 
millionaires — Mr.  Beit,  Mr.  Khodes,  and  power  to  tax  that  community.  You 
others — will  have  the  taxation  of  the  generally  pay  the  Crown  colony  the 
Transvaal  at  their  own  disposal.  [The  compliment  of  allowing  it  to  elect  part 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  dis-  of  that  council.  But  there  are  colonies 
sented.]  Ah  !  that  is  exactly  what  I  where  it  is  necessary  always  to  keep  in 
want  to  hear.  That  is  the  point  on  which  your  hands  a  majority  of  nominated 
I  should  like  some  fuller  explanation  from  members.  Just  conceive  the  future  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman.  They  will  ;  this  emancipated  Johannesburg  with  a 
say,  "  We  are  fighting  for  liberty,  for  majority  of  nominated  members  taxing 
self-government ;  you  are  never  going  to  according  to  the  views  of  •  Downing 
oppress  the  people  of  Johannesburg  by  cen-  Street,  and  not  of  Johannesburg !  That 
tralised  taxation  dictated  from  England  ?  is  one  view.  Before  we  impose  all  these 
We  are  a  free  and  independent  com-  '  burdens,  whether  by  borro^ving  or  by 
munity,  who  are  to  tax  ourselves."  We  taxation,  we  should  take  some  security 
know  the  political  and  economical  creed  for  getting  a  charge  on  these  funds  which 
and  the  principles  of  patriotism  which  \  would  relieve  the  taxpayers  of  Great 
are  professed  by  the  ruling  spirits  '  Britain.  I  hope,  therefore,  either  now  or 
and  the  governiiig  classes  of  the  future  at  some  future  stage  of  these  financial 
Johannesburg.  To  them  the  British  flag  discussions,  we  shall  have  some  security 
is  not  emancipation,  it  is  not  freedom  ;  no,  by  some  sort  of  arrangement.  I 
it  is  a  "  commercial  asset."  But  I  should  ;  do  not  think  it  would  be  impossible, 
like  to  know  the  principles  of  finance  of  \  and  if  secured  there  will  be  very 
the  persons  who  regard  the  British  flag  j  great  satisfaction  in  the  country 
as  a  commercial  asset,  and  it  would  inter-  generally.  I  entirely  support  the  general 
est  the  country  very  much  to  be  principles  of  finance  as  stated  by  the 
informed  how  we  are  going  to  get  right  hon.  Gentleman.  Of  course,  we 
at  the  money  in  the  reformed  reserve  to  ourselves  the  right  on  a  future 
Transvaal.  We  had  one  of  these  occasion  to  discuss  the  details  and  the 
financial  statements  the  other  day,  I  think  t  application  of  these  principles, 
from  Mr.   Robinson ;  and   he   calculated 

that  the  result  of  the  war  would  be  to  Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  (Lynn  Regis)  :. 
increase  the  value  of  the  ore  from  6s.  or  I  think  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  is  pre- 
88.  to  lOs.  a  ton,  and  that  the  war  would  ,  mature  in  requiring  the  Chancellor  of  the 
work  out  to  an  advantage  of  between  Exchequer  to  impose  a  charge  upon  the 
£3,000,000  and  £4,000,000.  These  are  the    Transvaal  at  this  moment.     We  have  not 

f  olden  prospects  he  held  out  to  his  share- '  captured  the  Transvaal  yet,  neither  have 
olders.     That  sum  would  be  extremely  '>  we  any  authority  there.     When  we  have 

useful  to  the   taxpayers  of  this  country.  ^  it  will  be  time  enough 

r  do  not  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to 

reveal  his  secrets  to-night ;  but  when  we  '      Sir  WILLIAM  HARCOURT  :  It  may 

are  taxing  the  people  of  this  country,  and  I  be  too  late. 

adding  many   millions  to  the  National  i 

Debt  with  the   vague  and  misty  expecta- 1      Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  :  If  you  want 


tion  that  those  gentlemen  who  are  going 
to  put  millions  into  their  pockets  as  the 
result  of  the  war,   will   contribute  their 


apples  you  go  to  an  orchard,  and  if  you 
want  gold  you  cannot  go  to  a  better  place 
than  to  a  gold  mine.     I,  of  course,  antici- 


proper  proportion  to  that  expendi-  pate  that  there  will  be  the  greatest  readi- 
ture  that  is  a  point  on  which,  I  ness  on  the  part  of  the  millionaires,  who 
think,  the  taxpayers  of  the  country  ;  have  incurred  a  debt  to  this  country  by 
would  like  to  be  informed.  I  confess  that  |  being  released  from  the  grinding  tyranny 
I  do  not  expect  much  from  the  munifi-  j  of  the  Transvaal,  to  contribute  to  the 
cence  or  generosity  of  these  gentlemen.  Is  expenses  of  the  war.  They  were  subjected 
the  Transvaal  hereafter  going  to  be  a  free,    to  a  financial  tyranny,  which,  perhaps,  is  the 


independent  community  to  tax  itself  ?  In 
these  circumstances  I  do  not  think  you 
would  get  the  money.  But  if  it  is  going 
to  be,  as  some  people  desire  it  to  be,  a 
Crown  colony,  now  are  you  going  to  get 


tyranny  of  all  others  which  millionaires 
would  be  most  anxious  to  be  relieved  of. 
I  have  no  doubt  that  means  will  be  found, 
if  we  do  get  to  Pretoria,  to  levy  a  contribu- 
tion on  the  millionaires  referred  to  by  the 
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right  hon.  Gentleman.    I  observe  that  the 
Chancellor  of  the   Exchequer  displays  a 
great  want  of  imagination  in  his  Budgets 
— especially  in  this  Budget.    He  has  kept 
to   the   old   ground,   and    has    invented 
nothing  new.     Last  year  I  suggested  to 
the    right    hon.     Gentleman    a    tax   on 
'diamonds.     We  import  4^  millions  worth 
of  diamonds  every  year  from  one  of  the 
places  which  should  be  most  grateful  to 
us  for  being   rescued    from  the  rule  of 
the  Boers.     That  release  has  been  effected 
through  Her  Majesty's  Government,  and 
I  think  it  is  well  worth  the  consideration 
»of    the    Chancellor    of    the     Exchequer 
whether  instead  of  taxing  tobacco  300  per 
<5ent.  and  tea  60   per  cent.,  and  making 
the  general  average  of  the  duty  on  four 
^r  five  articles  100  per  cent.,  he  should 
not  tax  diamonds  at  something  like  100 
per   cent.    also.      That  would  give    him 
£4,500,000,  in  addition   to  which  there 
could  be  a  licence  for  sale  and,  indeed,  a 
Jicence   for    wear.     The    officials  of   the 
Treasury,  to  whose  ability — especially  the 
.ability    of    the    Chancellor    of    the  Ex- 
chequer— the  Prime  Minister  testified  in 
4inother  place,  should  have  no  difficulty 
whatever  in  getting  an  adequate  tax  out 
«©f  diamonds.     The  only  general  remark  I 
desire    to  make    is    that,  although    the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  and  every 
other  financier  have  constantly  denounced 
our  fiscal  system  as  being  extremely  un- 
sound, the  right   hon.  Gentleman  has  at 
this  moment  of  extremity  adopted   and 
intensified  all  the  unsoundness    of  that 
system.     Complaint   has   been  made   by 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty,  by  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury,  and  by  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  himself  that 
the  objects  of  taxation  in  articles  of  con- 
sumption are  much  too  few,  but  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  has  kept  them  as  few  as 
.they  were,  and  has  largely  increased  the 
duty  upon  them.     I  think  this  is  very 
unfortunate.     It  has  also  been  pointed 
out  again  and  again  that  the  exemptions 
And  abatements  in  connection  with  direct 
taxation  are  very  much  abused,  and  are 
more  than  they  ought  to  be.     The  right 
ihon.  Gentleman  has  kept  on  all  the  abate- 
ments, while  increasing  the  income  tax  by 
^0  per  cent.      The  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury  has  pointed  out   that  although 
the  total  income  of  this  country  is  1,500 
millions,  only  700  millions   are  assessed, 
but  instead  of  getting  income  tax  either 
irom    the    1,500    millions    or    the   700 
millions,  it  is  taken  only  from  incomes 

Mr,  Gibsan  Bmoles. 


which   are  over  £160  a  year.     But  even 
as  it  is  the  exemptions  and  abatements 
are    such    that   instead    of    getting    40 
millions  the  Chancellor  of   the  Exchequer 
only  gets  25  millions.     These  abatements 
and  exemptions  ought  not  to  be  given, 
because  if  an  abatement  is  given  to  one 
man  another  man  has  to  be  taxed  for  it.  If 
there   is  to  be  any  such   thing   at  all  it 
ought   to   be   by   annual  grant   of    this 
House,  which  would  be  considered  every 
year,  and  renewed  or  not  renewed  as  the 
case   might   be.      Then   the    right   hon. 
Gentleman  extends  abatements  to  a  man 
with   £700   a  year.     He   is   not   a  poor 
man ;    he   is   well   able   to  maintain  his 
station  in  life  without  any  outside  assist- 
ance,   and   he  ought    to  pay  his  small 
and  infinitesimal    share  of   the    income 
tax      as     well      as     anyone     else.       I 
quite     understand     that     a     man    with 
£100     a     year    should     get    a    special 
exemption,  but  if  a  man  with  £1,000  a 
year  is  now  required  to  pay  Is.  income 
tax  the  man  with  £700  a  year  ought  to 
be  required  to  pay  it  also.     If  not,  the 
latter  is  paying  less  than  his  share  and 
the  former  more,  and  every  addition  to 
the  income  tax  intensifies  the  inequality. 
The  right    hon.    Gentleman   objects    to 
diamonds.      Will  he  take  furs  or  feathers 
or  musical  instruments  1    I    have   made 
out  an  interesting  list  which  shows  that 
we  import  lace  to  the  value  of  1 J  millions, 
embroidery  one  million,  artificial  flowers 
£600,000,  feathers   1^  millions,   musical 
instruments,    including,    I    suppose,    the 
instruments  brought  over  by  the  German 
bands,    £1,100,000,    and    diamonds     4 J 
millions.       These     give     a      total      of 
£11,000,000,    which     altogether    escape 
taxation.     If  a  customs  duty  were  put  on 
them  on  the  same  scale  as  on  spirits,  tea, 
tobacco,   and  wine,   they   would    realise 
£11,000,000  of  revenue.      I  regret  that 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  has  completely 
abandoned  the  principles  of  the  First  Lord 
of  the  Treasury  and  himself,   and    has 
given  the  go-by  to  what  he  told  us  a  few 
years    ago    was    a    pressing     necessity, 
namely,     to     find     further    sources     of 
taxation.      I   have  presented    him  with 
half  a  dozen  sources,  and  I  hope  he  will 
consider  them.     The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man, of  course,  has  had  an  enormously 
increased   expenditure  to  meet.     I  have 
made    a     calculation    whereby     I     find 
that      if      he      had      been      able      to 
adhere      to      the      precedent     of     the 
right  hon.   Gentleman  the   Member   for 
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West  Monmouthshire,  and  not  have 
allowed  the  expenditure  to  exceed 
the  Estimates,  the  country  would 
have  saved  £100,000,000.  It  has  fallen 
to  his  unhappy  Ipt  since  1896  to  have 
added  the  sum  of  not  less  than 
J&  1 00,000,000  to  taxation.  I  do  not  say 
it  is  his  fault ;  but  he  has  colleagues.  As 
to  the  very  large  decrease  in  expenditure 
as  compared  with  the  Estimates,  I  do  hope 
that  tne  right  hon.  Gentleman  will  not 
plume  himself  on  that  fact.  A  surplus  of 
J£5,000,000  over  the  Estimates  is  only  a 
mistake  of  £5,000,000.  So  long  as  that 
is  understood,  and  credit  is  not  taken  for 
it,  I  will  pass  away  from  it.  What  I  wish 
to  point  out  is  that  £2,000,000  out  of 
that  £5,000,000  come  from  the  death 
duties.  It  is  entirely  due  to  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  opposite  that  it  has 
become  absolutely  impossible  to  calculate 
the  returns  from  the  death  duties.  The 
result  is  that  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  has  never  made  a  mistake  of 
less  than  a  million,  and  this  year  he  has 
made  a  mistake  of  two  millions. 

Sir  WILLIAM  HARCOURT :  Always 
in  excess. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES :  What  does 
that    matter?      The    effect   is   that   the 
Chancellor   of   the   Exchequer   has   been 
^iven  a  million  or  two  to  divert  from  ordi- 
nary courses.      He  has  always  used  his 
surpluses  for  his  own  purposes.    Previous 
to  the  Finance   Act   of    1894  no  duties 
were  calculated  with  more  certainty  than 
the  death  duties,  but  after  the  extraor- 
dinary  graduations    introduced   by  that 
Act     it    is     now    impossible     to    esti- 
mate      them     with      precision.        The 
death       duties       amounted       to      17  J 
millions  this  year,  but  if  the  old  system 
had  remained  they  would  have  amounted 
to  15  millions,  and  be  on  a  much  sounder 
foundation    and    be    capable     of    being 
^accurately    estimated.      Therefore   I   do 
not  think  that  the  increase  in  the  death 
duties  is  entirely  a  matter  for  approval. 
They  are  now  more  uncertain  than  they 
were  formerly.     With   reference  to  the 
loan  which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  pro- 
poses, whether  it  should  l>e  terminable  in 
ten  years  or  whether  it  should  be  added 
to  the  permanent  debt  depends   on  the 
purpose  to  which  it  is  to  be  put.     I  do 
not  know  what  he  may  have  in  his  mind, 
but  evidently  we  are  to  give  him  carte 
.blanche,    I  suspect  he  is  going  to  offer 


some  inducements  to  the  people  in  the 
Savings  Bank  to  take  some  of  it.  I  do 
not  know,  but  I  presume  we  shall 
all  be  asked  to  take  shares  in  it. 
I  think,  however,  that  the  purpose  to 
which  this  loan  is  to  be  put  is  of  the  most 
permanent  character.  If  we  fail  in  the 
South  African  campaign,  we  will  not  only 
lose  South  Africa,  but  we  will  certainly, 
or  probably,  lose  India ;  we  shall  imperil 
the  whole  of  the  Empire,  and  bring  these 
islands  themselves  into  increased  danger. 
On  the  other  hand,  if  we  succeed,  we  will 
avoid  all  that  risk,  and  we  will  endow 
posterity  with  an  increased  Empire  on 
a  more  solid  foundation.  If  that  be  so, 
posterity  should  bear  its  share.  If  it  be 
that  we  are  about  to  do  a  permanent 
work  in  South  Africa,  not  for  South 
Africa  alone,  but  also  for  the  Empire  and 
for  these  islands,  surely  it  is  not  right 
to  expect  us  to  pay  in  ten  years  a  loan 
contracted  in  order  to  give  a  permanent 
benefit  to  posterity.  I  think  that  the 
argument  for  making  the  loan  a  permanent 
addition  to  the  debt  from  that  point  of 
view  is  very  strong.  If,  on  the  other 
hand,  insteaa  of  improving  the  position  of 
the  Empire  we  make  it  worse,  then  we 
ought  to  pay.  But  assuming,  as  I  do, 
that  we  are  certain  to  achieve  great  bene- 
fits for  posterity,  posterity  should  pay  its 
share.  This  is  a  very  severe  Budget. 
The  taxpayer  will  severely  feel  it,  not 
only  the  income-tax  payer,  but  also  the 
consumer  of  dutiable  commodities.  As 
to  income-tax,  I  entirely  fail  to  see  why 
a  man  with  an  income  of  over  £700  a  year 
has  to  pay  the  entire  tax,  whereas  a 
man  with  an  income  under  that  amount 
gets  an  exemption.  It  is  unfortunate 
that  this  large  addition  should  be  made  to 
the  income  tax  without  making  any 
attempt  to  remove  the  inequalities  caused 
by  the  abatements  and  exemptions  which 
apply  to  it.  My  objection  to  the  Budget 
is  not  one  of  principle,  so  much  as  that 
it  leaves  the  imperfections  of  our  fiscal 
system  where  they  are,  and  intensifies 
them  to  a  very  considerable  extent. 
With  regard  to  the  loan,  I  am  not  at  all 
clear  that  instead  of  being  a  loan  for  a 
temporary  period  it  ought  not  to  be 
permanently  added  to  the  Debt. 

Mr.  HALDANE  (Haddingtonshire) :  I 
wish  humbly  to  join  with  the  right  hon. 
Gentlemen  and  hon.  Gentlemen  who 
have  congratulated  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Kxchequer    on    a    thoroughly     straight- 
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forward,  courageous,  and  sound  Budget. 
He  has  had  at  least  as  much  applause 
from  this  side  of  the  House  as  he  has  had 
from  his  own  side.  Whatever  may  be 
the  supposed  divisions  in  the  Liberal 
Opposition,  we  shall  all  unite  in  praising 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.  There 
are  one  or  two  points  in  connection  with 
the  Budget  on  which  I  would  wish  to  say 
something.  I  am  wholly  unable  to  agree 
with  my  hon.  friend  opposite  in  his 
proposition  that  the  loan  to  be  raised 
should  be  a  permanent  addition  to  the 
debt.  I  do  not  take  up  that  ground  on  the 
footing  that  the  benefits  from  this  war  will 
be  merely  temporary.  No  doubt  the 
war  will  very  much  strengthen  our 
position  at  the  Cape,  and  if  the  objects 
of  the  war  are  realised  it  will  confer 
a  permanent  benefit  on  the  Empire,  but  I 
feel  very  much  that  we  ought  to  be  re- 
ducing, not  increasing,  the  National  Debt. 
The  National  Debt  constitutes  our  war 
chest,  and  is  the  one  way  by  which  we 
can  put  the  Empire  into  a  position  of 
permanent  defence.  That  brings  me  to 
the  question  of  the  way  in  which  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  is  going  to 
treat  the  Sinking  Fund.  I  entirely  agree 
that  it  would  be  absurd  to  pay  off  with 
one  hand  when  we  are  borrowing  with 
the  other.  The  ground  which  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  took  last  year  for 
the  suspension  of  the  Sinking  Fund  was 
that  it  was  wasteful  to  ^o  on  redeeming 
Consols  at  a  large  premium.  But  they 
are  not  at  a  great  premium  now,  and  it  is 
probable  they  will  go  down  further,  be- 
cause the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  is 
about  to  put  thirty -five  millions  of  com- 
paratively short  securities  on  the  market, 
with  the  result  that  holders  of  Consols 
will  sell  in  order  to  buy  the  new  securi- 
ties. In  that  state  of  things  I  should 
have  thought  that  of  all  times  when 
the  purchase  of  Consols  was  convenient 
and  useful  for  the  purposes  of  the  Sink- 
ing Fund  this  was  the  very  best  oppor- 
tunity. It  is  not  a  case  of  re- 
deeming them  at  111,  but  at  101,  or  may- 
be, less.  I  am  certain  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  considered  this  very 
carefully,  and  no  doubt  he  thinks  that  in 
the  main  he  is  taking  the  best  course,  but 
I  should  like  to  be  satisfied  that  it  would 
not  have  been  a  better  course  to  have 
borrowed  more  largely  on  these  new  short 
securities,  the  shortness  of  which  is  likely 
to  keep  them  from  going  to  a  premium, 
and  purchased  Consols  at  their  present  low 
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rate.  One  thing  I  was  very  glad  to  hear, 
and  that  is  that  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  intends  to  take  the  issue  of 
these  new  securities  into  his  own  hands. 
We  have  too  much  experience  of  loans 
issued  by  the  nation  getting  into  the 
hands  of  contractors,  who  speedily  realise 
the  premiums  which  should  belong  to 
the  nation.  The  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer has  shown  great  wisdom  in  taking^ 
the  rather  unusual  course  of  keeping 
the  issue  in  his  own  hands,  and 
I  hope  he  will  be  rewarded  by 
securing  for  the  nation  a  full  premium. 
The  real  interest  in  this  Budget  will  arise 
when  we  know  the  period  within  which 
this  loan  is  to  be  redeemed.  I  infer  it 
is  to  be  redeemed  within  ten  years  ;  I 
hope  a  good  deal  within  ten  years.  Of 
course,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
says  it  would  be  premature  to  announce 
the  determination  of  the  Government  in 
regard  to  the  period  of  the  redemption 
before  the  conclusion  of  the  war ;  but  if 
he  takes  that  course  he  \vill  have  added 
another  feature  to  the  courageous  and 
straightforward  policy  which  characterises 
this  Budget.  There  will  be  a  permanent 
advantage  in  this.  It  is  right  that 
posterity  should  pay  something,  but  I 
look  upon  the  policy  of  reducing  the 
National  Debt  as  the  true  source  of  our 
material  strength  in  the  future.  I  hope, 
therefore,  that  the  Chancellor  of  the  I-x- 
chequer,  in  addition  to  taking  the  step  of 
laying  a  large  part  of  the  cost  of  war  on 
taxation,  will  still  further  reassure  the 
Committee  by  announcing  his  determina- 
tion to  pay  off  the  new  loan,  within  a 
comparatively  short  time.  I  am  not  in 
the  position  to  weigh  the  matter  with  the 
expert  knowledge  he  has,  but  it  seems  to 
me  he  has  come  to  a  sound  decision  in 
issuing  the  new  loan  in  the  form  of  short 
securities  which  will  not  go  to  a  large 
premium ;  and  it  will  put  his  successor 
in  a  rtosition  of  much  greater  strength 
than  if  a  different  course  had  been  taken. 
On  the  whole  hon.  Members  ought  to 
congratulate  themselves  in  the  course 
the  Government  have  adopted ;  and  the 
country  is  under  a  debt  of  gratitude  to  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  for  the 
straightforward  and  courageous  way  in 
which  he  has  faced  the  financial 
emergency. 

♦Sir  FREDERICK  DIXON -HART- 
LAND  (Middlesex,  Uxbridge)  :  I  have 
listened  with  great  interest  to  the  clear 
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statement  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer, and  I  must  express  my  admira- 
tion for  the  firnmess  of  his  finance.  I 
think  the  way  in  which  the  country  will 
take  his  Budget  proposals  will  depend  a 
good  deal  on  their  knowledge  of  what  will 
be  the  full  result  of  the  issue  of  the  short 
loans.  There  is  no  doubt  that  the  feeling  of 
the  country  is  very  strongly  in  favour  of  the 
Transvaal  being  made  to  pay,  after  the 
war  is  brought  to  a  successful  conclusion, 
for  what  it  has  cost  this  country.  If  the 
country  has  that  assurance,  it  will 
produce  a  great  effect.  When  the  Trans- 
vaal was  taken  over  by  this  country  in 
1877,  there  was  half  a  crown  in  the 
Treasury.  When  it  was  handed  back, 
the  income  was  £200,000  ;  while  the  last 
return  of  the  Transvaal  Government 
showed  a  Budget  qf  nearly  five  millions 
of  money.  It  has  been  stated  by  many 
Uitlanders,  who  know  very  well  what 
they  are  saying,  that  they  paid  no  less 
than  89  per  cent,  of  the  taxes  of  the 
Transvaal;  but  supp<)8e  they  only  paid 
80  per  cent!,  that  would  have  amounted 
to  four  millions  a  year  paid  by  the  Uit- 
landers. We  know  what  was  done  with 
that  money.  Mr.  Kruger  and  his  oligarchy 
devoted  what  they  did  not  take  for 
theoiselves  to  the  purchase  of  guns, 
ammunition,  and  all  warlike  stores, 
to  ])e  used  against  this  country.  Now, 
when  we  have  freed  the  Transvaal  from 
the  Boer  tyranny,  that  money  will  be 
free  for  more  legitimate  purposes.  We 
have  heard  that  it  is  our  intention  to 
bring  this  war  to  a  definite  conclusion, 
we  aon*t  care  at  what  cost ;  and  therefore 
I  do  think  that  the  country  has  a  right 
to  know  that  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  in  taking  these  short  loans, 
intends  that  thev  shall  be  redeemed  from 
the  resources  of  the  Transvaal.  If  we 
take  a  loan  of  fifty  millions  and  put  it 
into  a  sinking  fund  for  fifty  years  at 
3^  per  cent.,  the  amount  that  would  have 
to  be  paid  by  the  Transvaal  would  be 
Xl,045,000  a  year.  I  was  talking  the 
other  day  to  one  of  the  African  mulion- 
.aires,  and  he  said  to  me — 

**  We  shall  be  only  too  happy  if  you  tax  ns 
for  a  short  number  of  years,  to  enable  the  cost 
(A  the  war  to  be  liquidated.  We  should  be  only 
too  i^lad  to  pay  for  the  feeling  of  security  and 
justice  which  we  should  enjoy  under  the  British 
Cjrovemment,  but  which  we  never  felt  under 
President  Kruger  and  his  oligarchy.  We 
never  knew  what  would  happen  to  us ;  what 
would  be  commandeered,  or  what  new 
monopolies  for  dynamite  and  what  railway 
f*ea,naah  wonhl  be  perpetrated  by  the  Hoi- 
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landers.  We  are  vdlling  to  pay  if  we  only  get 
justice,  and  know  where  we  are.'* 

I  think  it  will  be  found  when  we  have 
conquered  that  country,  and  when  we 
make  our  reforms,  that  we  have  a  perfect 
right  to  place  taxes  upon  it  for  a  certain 
time,  sufficient  to  pay  the  cost  of  the 
war — a  cost  which  ought  certainly 
not  to  be  paid  by  the  people  of  this 
country.  We  pay  enough  in  the 
lives  we  have  lost.  That  cannot  be  re- 
paired ;  but  there  is  no  reason  why  the 
money  should  go  into  the  pockets  of  the 
millionaires.  That  point  is  one  which  I 
think  will  very  much  strengthen  the  feel- 
ing of  the  country  in  regard  to  the 
Budget. 

•Mr.  HOLLAND  (Yorkshire,  W.R., 
Rotherham) :  I  would  be  very  grateful 
to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  if  he  would 
kindly  give  to  the  House  a  little  more 
explanation  in  regard  to  the  stamps 
which  it  is  his  intention  to  impose  on  con- 
tracts other  than  those  entered  into  on 
the  Stock  Exchange.  Does  he  propose 
to  levy  these  contract  stamps  ^so  on 
contracts  entered  into  on  the  Com  Ex- 
change, the  Iron  Exchange,  the  Coal 
Exchange,  or  the  Cotton  Exchange  1 

♦Sir  M.  hicks  BEACH :  No ;  only 
brokers'  contract  notes  of  the  same 
description  as  brokers'  contract  notes  on 
the  Stock  Exchafige. 

♦Mr.  HOLLAND :  I  do  not  know 
whether  thrft  covers  ordinary  trade  con- 
tracts. 

♦Sir  M.  hicks  BEACH :  Oh,  no. 

♦Mr.  HOLLAND :  If  the  stamp  duties 
are  not  to  be  levied  on  trade  contracts,  I 
have  nothing  more  to  say  on  that  point. 
I  trust  that  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer is  not  receding  from  the  firm  and 
sound  principle  which  he  announced  last 
autumn,  that  the  s^ld  mines  of  the  Trans- 
vaal should  pay  a  fair  share  of  the  cost  of 
the  campaign.^  I  was  rather  afraid,  from 
his  observation  that  there  wowld  be  verv 
heavy  charges  to  be  paid  for  compensa- 
tion m  Natal  and  the  Cape,  and  that  they 
would  have  the  effect  of  increasing  the 
burdens  on  the  mines,  that  he  was 
modifying  his  opinion,  and  that  he  did 
not  now  consider  that  the  mines  could  pay 
the  large  contributions  at  first  expected  for 

*  See  The  Parliamentary  Debates  [Fourth 
Series],  Vol.  Ixxvii,  p.  515-16. 
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the  cost  of  the  war.  I  trust,  however,  that 
the  owners  of  these  mines  will  not  escape 
from  any  fair  obligations  which  can 
clearly  lie  shown  to  be  their  due,  because 
undoubtedly  the  value  of  their  properties 
will  be  largely  enhanced  as  the  result  of  a 
successful  campaign.  I  cannot  agree  with 
the  hon.  Member  for  Kind's  L3mn  in  his 
regret  that  there  should  be  abatements 
and  exemptions  in  the  income-tax  in 
regard  to  certain  incomes.  I  understand 
the  hon.  Member  is  against  the  principle 
of  the  graduation  of  the  income  tax  ;  but, 
for  my  part,  I  am  heartily  in  favour  of  it, 
so  far  as  it  can  be  carried  out,  and  indeed 
I  would  do  what  I  could  to  extend 
the  principle  fiu*ther.  I  should  have 
l^een  glad  if  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Ebcchequer  could  have  seen  his  way  to 
exempt  incomes  of  £700  and  under 
from  the  increased  taxation.  Nor  can  I 
share  the  regret  expressed  by  the  hoA. 
Member  for  Louth  that  Irishmen  are, 
as  he  said,  to  be  taxed  so  much  more  than 
Englishmen  on  their  national  drink.  The 
hon.  Member  protested  that  for  every 
gallon  of  whisky  an  Irishman  drank  he 
would  be  called  upon  to  pay  6d.  extra, 
whereas  an  Englishman  would  have  to 
drink  eighteen  gallons  of  beer  to  pay  the 
same  sum.  But  I  presume  that  an  Irish- 
man does  not  always  drink  his  whisky 
neat,  and  if  he  ciilutes  it  with  suffi- 
cient water  the  duty  on  the  whisky 
would  not  work  out  at  a  very  much  heavier 
ratio  of  taxation  in  proportion  to  the 
amount  of  liquid  imbibed  than  in  the 
case  of  the  Englishman's  beei*.  I  think 
that  in  view  of  the  very  serious  deficit  of 
thirty-seven  millions,  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  must  now  regret  that  a 
year  ago  he  did  anything  to  tamper  with 
the  Sinking  Fund,  for  if  he  had  not  so 
tampered  with  it,  he  would  have  found 
that  his  present  financial  position  would 
have  been  stronger  than  it  is. 

*Mr.  HENDERSON  (Staffordshire,  W.): 
I  wish  to  give  expression  to  the  feeling  of 
satisfaction  with  which  I  listened  to  the 
statement  of  the  right  hon.  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer,  as  to  the  mode  in 
which  he  proposes  to  raise  the  large  siun 
he  requires.  The  course  he  intends  to 
take  in  the  issue  of  terminable  bonds  is  a 
wise  one,  and  must  commend  itself  to 
every  business  mind.  It  will  be  not 
only  economical  but  sound  finance. 
If  issued  in  the  form  of  Consols, 
in  times  of  pressure  the  necessity  for 
the  redemption  of  the  debt  now  in- 
Mi\  Holland. 


curred    might    be  overlooked,  but    the 
redemption   of  these  securities  must  be 

Provided  for,  because  of  the  fact  of  the 
ate  of  their  redemption  being  stamped 
on  the  face  of  them.  One  remark  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  gave  me  a  great 
deal  of  pleasure,  namely,  that  he  did 
not  propose  to  adopt  the  common  course 
of  issuing  these  securities — whatever 
form  they  may  ultimately  assume — hy 
tender,  but  to  issue  them  at  a  fixed 
price  to  the  general  public,  so  that 
both  the  small  and  large  investor  may  be 
able  to  acquire  them  on  the  same  terms. 
If  that  is  done  I  feel  sure  that  the  response 
will  be  very  large  indeed.  For  these 
reasons  I  hes  to  assure  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  that,  so  far  as  I  know,  the 
commercial  community  will  hail  with 
acclamation  the  proposals  he  has  brought 
before  the  House  this  evening. 

Mr.  BROADHURST  (Leicester) :  I 
am  glad  to  know  that  to-night  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  recognises  the 
errors  of  his  ways  in  his  Budgets  of  the 
past  two  years.  If  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man happens  to  remember — which  I 
cannot  hope  that  he  did  in  the  case  of 
so  humble  an  individual  as  myself — 
[Sir  Michael  Hicks  Beach  :  I  do.! 
— then  I  feel  highly  honoured — I  pointed 
out  at  the  time  that  there  would  be  no- 
benefit  from  the  reduction  in  the  tobacco- 
duty  to  the  half-ounce  man  ;  that  xmless- 
the  Chancellor  took  £2,000,000  off, 
instead  of  £1,000,000,  the  amount  would 
be  so  lost  in  the  transfer  of  business  that 
the  poor  man  would  get  no  benefit  from 
it  whatever.  I  was  quite  prepared  for 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  reimpos- 
ing  that  duty,thoughI  do  not  agree  with  it^ 
On  the  whole  the  Budget  comes  up  to  what 
was  generally  expected  by  those  who-  take 
an  interest  in  taxation.  But  I  do  wish  that 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  with  the 
many  great  abilities  which  we  all  admit 
he  possesses  in  financial  matters,  would 
consider  the  readjustment  of  the  tobacco 
duty.  The  man  who  at  present  pays  48. 
a  pound  for  his  tobacco  will  have  to  pay 
this  increased  tax  of  4d.  in  the  pound 
just  the  same  as  the  man  who  pays  10s.  a 
pound.  The  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer will  see  how  very  unjustly  the 
burden  of  that  taxation  falls  on  different 
classes.  The  man  who  pays  10s.  a  pound 
for  his  tobacco  could  very  well  afford  to 
pay  the  extra  4d.  of  duty,  or,  indeed,  an 
exti-a  Is. ;  it  would  not  hurt  him,  because 
he  must  be  a  man  of  substance  and  large 
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Income ;  but  it  is  an   unjust  allotment  of 
taxation  to  compel  the  poor  labouring 
man  with  only  12s.  a  week  wages  to  pay 
the  same  increase  in  taxation  on  his  cheap 
tobacco — which    has    become    almost    a 
necessary  of  life — as  the  rich  man  on  his 
10s.  a  pound  tobacco.     In  the  case  of  the 
income  tax  the  present  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer   has  done  some  good  service 
in   further  scaling    that    burden.     Now, 
why  should  he  not  scale  the  burden  in  the 
case  of   tobacco  1    1  think  I  have  made 
my  case  clear  to  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  and  I  hope  that  if  he  cannot 
do  it  in   this   Budget  he  will  give  us  a 
promise   that  he   will  examine  into  the 
matter.     It  will  be  remembered  that  on  a 
previous  Budget   I    voted  for  a  further 
reduction  of  the  tea  duty.    Now,  that  tax 
is  to  be  increased  50  per  cent.,  and  the 
poor  labouring  community,  lK)th   in  the 
towns    and     rural     districts,    will    pay 
as     much     per    pound     for   their  com- 
mon i  tea  as   the  rich  man    pays  for  tea 
carefully   selected  and  specially    picked 
for    his    consumption.       Although     the 
Chancellor  of    the  Exchequer  does  not 
drink  tea,  he  must  know  that  there  is  an 
enormous  difference  between  the  pleasure 
obtained  in  drinking  common  tea  and  in 
drinking  the  best  tea.    Now,  why  should 
the    agricultiu^l     laboiu-er    on     twelve 
shillings   a  week  pay  exactly  the  same 
sum  to  the   revenue  per  pound  for  his 
common    tea  'as    the  man  who  has  an 
income  of  JB  1,000  a  year,  and  can  well 
afford  to  pay  a  large  price  for  his  high- 
class  tea )      It  is  monstrous,  because  in 
many  cases^tea  is  the  only  drink,  especially 
of  our  peasants  and  agricultural  labourers. 
I  was  aelighted  to  hear  the  appeal  which 
the  hon.   Baronet  the  Memoer  for  the 
Uxbridge  Division  made  to  his  own  party 
and  to  the  Government  to  see  that,  while 
the  country  intended  to  continue  this  war 
to  a  successful  issue,  we  should  not  have  to 
bear   the    cost  of  it,   not  only  in   the 
slaughter  of  our  fellow  countrymen,  but 
iu  sold  in  addition.      That  is  an  appeal 
which  will  reach  the  hearts  of  all  classes, 
whether  they  are  in  favour  of  the  war  or 
against  it.     I  was  pleased  to  hear  that 
declaration,    because    it    gives    me    the 
opportunity  of  appealing  to  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  to  see  that  the  poor 
people  are  not  taxed  to  the  same  extent 
as   the  rich  for  their    tea  and  tobacco, 
which  are  now  distinct    necessaries    of 
their  existence.      The  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  had  a  melancholy  duty  to  per- 
form to-night  in  announcing  the  large  cost 


of  the  war,  and  the  necessity  of  pro- 
viding for  it  in  these  times  of  marvellous 
increase  of  revenue.  He  discharged  that 
duty  with  marked  success,  and  with  satisfac- 
tion to  those  who  sit  opposite  him,  although 
I  noticed  a  marked  silence  prevailing 
on  many  benches  behind  him.  I  regret 
the  cause  of  this  vastly  increased  expen- 
diture ;  but  our  house,  so  to  speak,  is  on 
fire,  and  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
must  have  the  necessary  materials  to  put 
the  fire  out,  which  we  hope  he  will  ^be 
able  to  do  as  soon  as  possible,  and  return 
to  the  ways  of  his  voutb.  In  the  mean- 
time, I  do  appeal  to  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  to  give  us  some  hope  that  he 
will  entertain  the  subject  I  have  put 
before  him. 

♦Sir  albert  ROLLIT  (IsUngton, 
S.)  thought  the  House  and  the  country 
were  indebted  to  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  not  only  for  the  proposals  he 
had  made,  but  also  for  the  able  speech  in 
which  they  were  explained.  A  per- 
manent feature  of  all  modem  budgets 
was  the  death  duties,  which  he  had 
actively  supported,  although  when  they 
were  first  introduced  by  Uie  right  hon. 
Member  for  West  Monmouthshire  there 
was  a  great  deal  of  feeling  expressed 
against  them  by  the  party  with  which  he 
was  associated.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
had  propounded  the  principle,  which 
underlay  the  death  duties,  that  the 
richest  should  pay  most,  and  that  was  a 

Erinciple  which  on  this  occasion  might 
ave  been  carried  much  further  by  a 
graduated  system  of  income  tax,  which 
would  meet  some  of  the  objections  which 
had  been  raised  from  Ireland.  Limited 
exemptions  and  graduation  were  intro- 
duced by  Sir  Stanord  Northcote,  and  the 
latter  might,  on  the  Chancellor's  principle, 
well  be  carried  much  further.  The  only, 
objection  which  he,  as  a  business  man, 
took  to  those  proposals  was  that  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  sought  to  impose  a 
shilling  stamp  on  brokers'  produce  con- 
tract notes.  He  could  not  see  why 
the  intervention  of  a  broker  should 
necessarily  involve  a  stamp.  On  behalf  of 
trade  and  commerce  he  would  point  out 
that  all  restrictions  on  and  impediments 
to  trade,  however  necessary  for  financial 
purposes,  and  however  trifling  from  a 
pecuniary  point  of  view,  were  nevertheless 
evils.  This  was  a  tax  on  industry, 
and  would  have  a  tendency  to  hamper 
trade    transactions,    and    should    there- 
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fore  be  reconsidered.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  West  Mon- 
mouthshire raised  an  artificial  objection 
with  regard  to  the  payment  of  an  indem- 
nity for  the  war  by  the  Transvaal.  He 
contended  that  it  was  not  for  the  people 
of  this  country  as  a  whole  to  bear  the 
burden  of  the  war,  but  that  those  who 
caused  it  or  profited  by  its  results  should 
pay  the  most,  whether  they  were  Boers 
or  millionaires. 

Mr.  lough  (Islington,  W.)  also  com- 
plained of  the  imposition  of  a  shilling 
stamp  on  produce  contracts,  and  pointed 
out  that  contract  stamps  in  other  trades 
were  very  different  to  contract  stamps  on 
the  Stock  Exchange.  The  people  who 
went  to  the  Stock  Exchange  were  either 
gamblers  or  persons  who  had  money  to 
invest.  In  the  former  case  they  should 
be  made  to  pay  and  in  the  latter  they 
could  easily  afford  to.  But  with  regard 
to  the  produce  markets  he  contended  that 
the  charge  of  a  shilling  on  small  contracts 
for  £5  worth  of  produce  would  l>e  very 
unfair. 

♦Sir  M.  hicks  BEACH :  A  contract 
for  £5  worth  would  only  require  a  penny 
stamp.  For  anything  less  than  £100  the 
charge  is  only  a  penny. 

Mr.  LOUGH  said  that  if  that  was  so 
it  was  satisfactory,  at  all  events.  He 
would,  however,  appeal  to  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  not  to  press  the  resolution  on 
this  point  that  night,  but  to  allow  infor- 
mation to  be  brought  before  him  before 
he  finally  decided  upon  it. 

♦Sir  M.  hicks  BEACH :  Yes. 

Mr.  lough  went  on  to  call  attention 
to  the  conduct  of  affairs  at  the  custom 
houses  with  regard  to  the  clearance  of 
dutiable  articles  during  the  time  that  had 
elapsed  since  the  announcement  that  the 
Budget  would  be  introduced  that  night. 
He  pointed  out  that  care  had  been  taken 
to  prevent  traders  keeping  back  their 
clearances,  by  the  fact  of  the  new  duties 
being  levied  up  to  August  next.  The 
rule  no  doubt  was  good,  but  it  applied 
equally  to  the  other  side,  and  that  ought 
to  have  been  observed  by  the  Treasury, 
which  had  not,  apparently,  acted  quite 
fairly  in  the  matter.  At  the  London 
Custom  House  that  day  men  had  waited 
from  eleven  o'clock  in  the  morning  with 
the  object  of  making  clearances  at  the 
]Ower  scale  of  duty,  and  then  at  half-past 
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three  in  the  afternoon  had  been  hustled 
out  by  twenty  policemen  without  having 
had  an  opportunity  of  effecting  any 
clearances. 

♦Sir  M.  hicks  BEACH :  Any  clear- 
ances made  to-day  must  have  been  made 
on  the  lower  scale. 

Mr.  lough  said  his  complaint  was 
that,  owing  to  the  pressure  at  the  Custom 
House,  no  clearance  had  been  possible 
after  eleven  o'clock  that  morning,  l>ecau8e 
no  arrangements  had  been  made  to 
combat  tne  extreme  pressure  that  was 
likely  to  arise. 

♦Sir  M.  hicks  BEACH :  I  do  not 
^vish  to  interrupt  the  hon.  Gentleman, 
but  no  greater  facilities  were  given  to^y 
for  clearances  than  the  usual  facilities. 
What  happened  on  Saturday  and  to-day 
was  that  a  number  of  dealers  who  trade 
in  tobacco  and  other  dutiable  commodities, 
by  no  means  confined  to  those  on  which 
I  propose  to  impose  extra  taxation,' 
insistea  on  going  to  the  custom  houses 
in  London  and  all  over  the  country 
in  order  to  clear  goods  at  the 
existing  rate  of  duty.  The  effect  of  that 
is  that  these  gentlemen  clear  goods  at 
the  existing  rate,  and  then  when  the  duty 
is  raised  to-night  they  will  immediately 
charge  the  extra  duty  to  their  customers. 
Thus  they  "do"  their  customers  and 
"  do  "  the  Eevenue,  and  I  am  not  going  to 
be  a  party  to  that  operation. 

Mr.  lough  said  his  point  was  that 
the  notice  which  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  had  given  as  to  the  promulga- 
tion of  the  increased  duty  might  also 
have  been  given  as  to  the  introduction  of 
the  Budget.  He  asked  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  whether  the  change  in  the 
income  tax  would  affect  the  payments  in 
the  year  ending  the  31st  inst. 

♦Sir  M.  hicks  BEACH  :  No. 

Mr.  lough  :  The  hon.  Member  for 
North  I^uth  had  complained  about  the 
income  tax.  The  change  which  the 
Budget  proposals  make  in  the  taxation  of 
Ireland  was  certainly  most  startling. 
The  addition  to  the  income  tax  would 
affect  Ireland  to  the  extent  of  £350,000, 
the  increase  of  50  per  cent,  in  the  tea 
duty  to  the  extent  of  £326,000, 
the  increase  of  one-eighth  in  the  tobacco 
duty  to  the  extent  of  £150,000,  and  the 
increase  of  one-eighteenth  in  the  duties 
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on  beer  and  spirits  to  the  extent  of 
X200,000,  making  a  total  increase  in  the 
taxation  of  that  country  of  £1,026,000. 

♦Sir  M.  hicks  BEACH :  The  income 
tax  in  Ireland  is  differently  assessed  from 
tihe  income  tax  in  Great  Britain. 

Mr.  lough  further  expressed  the 
view  that  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer had  that  night,  as  on  previous 
occasions,  under-estimated  his  revenue 
and  over-estimated  his  expenditure. 

♦Mr.  JOHN  Wn.SON  (Falkirk  Burghs) 
ur^ed  that   it  was  neither  just  nor  ex- 
pedient nor  necessary  that  any  part  of 
the    cost    of    the  war  in  South  Africa 
should  be  placed  upon  the  taxpayers  of 
this  country.     We  had  cheerfully  given 
our  blood  and  treasure,  and  had  con- 
tributed to  the  various  funds  which  had 
been  started  in  connection  with  the  war  ; 
but  it  was  not  necessary  that  we  should 
do  more.     The  experience  of  the  Franco- 
German  war  should  be  followed,  and  the 
Republics  made  to  bear  the  expense  of  the 
war.     They  had  declared  war  a^inst  this 
country,  had  invaded  our  temtoiy  and 
annexed  part  of  it,  and  ought  therefore  to 
stand  the  consequences.    As  a  practical 
mine-owner   who  knew  the  country,  he 
declared   that  the  Transvaal  alone  was 
able  to  pay  the  whole  cost  of  the  war, 
even      if     it     were      J&80,000,000      or 
X100,000,000.     It  had  been  often  said  by 
members  of  the  Opposition  that  this  war 
was  a  capitalists'  war,  that  it  was  got  up 
for  their  benefit  and  at  their  instigation. 
Let  that  no  longer  be  possible  to  be  said, 
and  let  the  burden  of  the  cost  of  the  war 
be  put  upon  the  mines — the  gold  mines 
principally  of  the  Transvaal,   which  at 
present  produced  one-fourth  of  the  whole 
output  of  gold  in  the  world  and  under  a 
just,  and  honest,  and  capable  Government 
instead  of  a  corrupt  and  dishonest  and 
incapable  one    like    that    of    President 
Kniger,  would  ultimately  produce  twice 
more,  so  that  even  bearing  the  burden  of 
the  cost  of  the  war,  the  coimtry  would 
thrive  and  more  fortunes  be  made  than 
before.     He  hoped  that  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer,  though  not  present,  would 
l>e  made  aware  of  what  he  had  said. 

♦Mr.  LOWLES  (Shoreditch,  Haggers- 
ton) :  I  think  the  working  class  constitu- 
ency which  I  represent  will  welcome  this 
Budget  aa  a  perfectly  reasonable  and  fair 
one.  They  are  perfectly  willing  to  pay 
their  fair  share  of  the  cost  of  the  war, 


which  they  regard  as  just  and  righteous, 
but  I  hope  we  shall  before  this  debate 
closes  have  an  assurance  from  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  that  he  regards 
the  i>d5,000,000  as  merely  a  suspense 
account,  and  that  he  really  intends  that 
the  two  countries  with  which  we  are  in 
conflict  should  ultimately  pay  the  cost  of 
the  war.  I  speak  with  a  personal  know- 
ledge of  the  resources  of  these  two 
countries,  and  it  is  not  too  much  to  say 
that  at  the  present  moment 

Attention  drawn  to  the  fact  that  there 
were  not  forty  Members  present  (Dr, 
Tanner,  Cork  County,  Mid).  House 
counted,  and  forty  Members  being  found 
present, 

♦Mr.  LOWLES  (wntinuing) :  The 
public  lands  in  the  Transvaal  and  the 
Orange  Free  State  are  worth  tens  of 
millions  of  pounds,  and  would  alone 
readily  provide  all  the  expenses  of  the  war. 
With  regard  to  contract  notes,  the  tendency 
in  the  sales  of  produce  at  the  present  time, 
as  the  ChanceUor  of  the  Exchequer  will 
see  if  he  looks  to  the  catalogues  of  Mark 
Lane    and    Mincing    Lane,  is  to  offer 

foods  in  very  small  lots.  He  said 
is  proposal  was  to  put  a  duty  of  Is. 
on  contract  notes,  and  while  it  is  true 
I  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  has  modi- 
I  fied  that  to  a  Id.  in  transactions  under 
£100, 1  am  not  quite  sure  whether,  if  you 
consider  the  multitude  of  transactions  and 
the  smallness  of  many  of  them,  it  will  be 
worth  collecting  £150,000  a  year. 

Mr.  SOUTTAR  (Dumfriesshire):  I 
have  no  desire  to  obstruct  the  passing  of 
the  resolutions,  nor  do  I  think  of  object- 
ing to  the  nature  of  the  resolutions  them- 
selves. We  must  all  feel  that  the  Budget 
is  an  honourable  one,  and  that  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  has,  as  far  as  possible, 
carried  out  the  best  financial  principles  in 
connection  with  it.  It  is,  however,  a 
matter  of  regret  that  the  duty  on  tea,  at 
any  rate,  should  have  been  increased.  We 
have  been  accustomed  to  hear  Chancellors 
of  the  Exchequer  state  how  desirable  it 
would  be  to  have  a  free  breakfast  table, 
and  to  cease  from  taxing  the  necessaries 
of  life.  It  may  not  appear  to  some  that 
tea  is  a  necessary  of  life,  but  I  have  seen 
enough  of  the  lives  of  the  exceedingly 
poor  especially  to  know  that  to  them  tea 
IS  indeed  a  necessary  of  existence.  There 
are  many  places  where  the  poor  people 
take  tea  morning,  noon,  and  night,  and 
we  should,  therefore,  have  the  strange 
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anomaly  of  these  exceedingly  poor  people 
paying  a  larger  proportion  of  the  tax 
than  the  very  wealthy  ;  £1,750,000  will 
come  out  of  the  puree  of  the  poor,  so  that 
the  washerwoman  will  be  paying  more  than 
the  millionaire  in  this  matter.  I  am  glad 
the  Budget  has  been  spread  over  many 
classes.  If  people  are  anxious  for  this 
war — and  I  fear  a  great  majority  of  the 
population  are — they  should  bear  their 
fair  share  of  the  expenditiu'e,  and  be 
made  to  feel  the  responsibility  of  going 
to  war  by  having  to  pay  for  it.  I  trust 
that  something  eventually  will  be 
done  on  the  lines  suggested  by  the 
hon.  Gentleman  opposite — that  the 
money  should  eventually  be  raised  from 
the  Transvaal  Gk)vernment.  I  have 
nothing  to  say  about  that  at  present ;  I 
think  It  would  be  better  to  conquer  the 
Transvaal  Grovemment  before  we  discuss 
that  sort  of  thing.  But  in  saying  that, 
let  it  be  clearly  underetood  that  the  real 
meaning  is  not  so  much  to  raise  the 
money  from  the  Transvaal  Government 
as  to  raise  it  from  the  mines.  think 
our  mining  friends  have  shown  their 
hands  just  a  little  bit  too  soon.  Quite 
recently  it  has  been  clearly  laid  before  us 
that  they  expect  to  profit  by  this  war  to 
the  extent  of  many  millions  annually.  I 
could  have  desired  that  the  men  who  are 
about  to  profit  should  have  had  a  greater 
share  of  the  fighting,  but  since  that  has 
not  been  I  hope  that  those  who  made  the 
quarrels  will  be  made  to  pay  the  cost. 

*Mr.  LAWRENCE  (Liverpool,  Aber- 
crombv) :  I  would  take  issue  with  the 
hon.  Gentleman  who  has  just  spoken.  I 
am  a  tea-drinker  myself,  and  never  drink 
spirits  from  year*s  end  to  year's  end,  but  I 
am  sure  that  those  who,  like  myself,  are  tea- 
drinkers  quite  recognise  the  propriety  of 
tea  bearing  some  measure  of  this  expen- 
diture. It  is  quite  certain  that  a  very 
large  number  of  the  community,  like 
myself,  no  longer  either  smoke  or  drink 
spirits,  and  therefore  it  is  quite  legitimate 
that  such  worthy  and  excellent  people 
should  bear  their  share  of  the  burdens  of 
this  great  war.  The  hon.  Gentleman 
somewhat  criticised  the  action  of  the 
mining  interest  in  the  Transvaal,  and  went 
on  to  say  that  they  had  not  done  their 
part  of  the  fighting.  As  a  matter  of  fact, 
the  Uitlander  corps  in  Natal  have  done 
everything  that  men  could  do  to  show  of 
what  stuft*  they  are  made.  They  have 
borne  the  burden  and  the  heat  of  the 

Mr.  Soutfar, 


great  battles  in  Natal,  and  I  do  not  think 
it  lies  in  the  mouth  of  any  Member  of 
this  House  to  say  that  the  mining  interests 
of  the  Transvaal  have  not  taken  their 
share  in  the  fighting. 

Mr.  SOUTTAR:  I  should  be  very 
sorry  to  be  misunderstood.  I  did  not 
refer  to  those  humble  Uitlandere  who 
have  taken  part  in  the  war,  but  to  the 
mining  speculators  and  capitalists. 

♦Mr.  LAWRENCE :  As  a  matter  of 
fact,  it  is  not  everybody  who  can  do  the 
fighting.  According  to  their  age  and 
period  in  life  these  people  have  done  what 
they  could,  and  certain  other  sentlemeii 
interested  in  mining  have  openly  told  us 
that  they  can  bear  a  considerable  share  of 
this  cost.  I  am  quite  ceitain  they  do  not 
desire^to  shirk  their  share  of  the  burden 
any  more  than  those  who  are  younger 
than  themselves  have  shown  any  desire 
to  shirk  their  share  of  the  fighting. 
But  I  rose  principally  to  press  upon  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  that  when 
he  is  putting  an  increased  duty  on  spirits 
he  ought  in  justice  to  the  colony  of  the 
West  Indies  to  have  regard  to  the  old 
and  burning  question  of  the  surtax  on 
rum.  There  is  nothing  new  about  this 
question,  but  it  is  a  matter  which  presses 
very  heavily  upon  the  people  in  the  West 
Indies.  In  these  days  when  we  have 
already  felt  how  our  difficulties  in  South 
Africa  'have  been  aggravated  by  the 
neglect  in  the  past  of  the  mother  country 
towards  her  colonies  in  that  part  of  the 
world,  it  becomes  us  here  at  home  while 
we  have  time  to  consider  the  interests  of 
the  West  Indies,  because  they  are  far 
separated  from  us  and  are  only  a  small 
community.  I  should  like  to  remind  the 
Committee  how  the  case  stands.  I  am 
quite  certain  that  if  only  the  facts  were 
more  fully  known  to  the  Committee  and 
to  the  people  of  England,  they  would  see 
the  propriety  of  the  course  which  I 
and  many  before  me  have  over  and  over 
again  recommended.  The  fact  is  that  at 
present  rum  proceeding  from  the  West 
Indies  has  a  special  tax  upon  it,  together, 
I  should  say,  with  foreign  imported  spirits, 
of  fourpence  per  gallon.  This  is  put  on 
as  a  surtax  and  as  a  duty  to  countervail 
the  excise  here  on  the  manufacture  of 
British  spirits.  That  is  to  say,  in  order 
that  British  spirits  may  have 
an  equal  chance  of  competing,  all 
spirits  coming  from  the  colonies  and 
foreign   countries  are   handicapped    and 
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<5ountervailed  with  a  duty  equivalent  to 
fourpence  per  gallon.  That  may  be  per- 
fectly fair  with  regard  to  foreign  spirits, 
but  when  I  remind  the  Committee  that  in 
the  West  Indian  colonies  rum  is  produced 
under  exactly  the  same  regulations  as  to 
excise  and  exactly  the  same  local  remila- 
iions  as  British  spirits  are  here,  it  will  be 
seen  that  it  is  obviously  a  gross  injustice 
to  our  colonies  beyond  the  seas  that  they 
should  have  to  pay  an  extra  tax  of  four- 
pence  when  competing  in  the  local 
markets  here.  When  the  Committee 
remembers  that  the  legislatures  of  the 
West  Indies  are  actually  under  the  thumb 
of  Downing  Street,  and  that  all  the  regu- 
lations are  subject  to  the  fiat  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Colonies,  it  will  be  seen  that  it  is  all 
the  more  unfair  to  the  West  Indies  that 
their  local  produce  should  be  taxed  with 
this  fourpence  on  the  plea  that  they  them- 
selves are  not  liable  to  similar  excise 
duties  as  are  British  spirits  at  home.  The 
contrary  is  the  case.  They  are  subject 
locally  to  exactly  the  same  excise  regula- 
tions, equivalent  in  stringency  and 
amount,  as  are  British  spirits  here.  But 
yet,  directly  they  come  here  to  compete 
in  the  open  market,  they  are  taxed  four- 
pence  per  gallon.  The  injustice  of  this 
is  shown  more  clearly  when  I  inform  the 
■Commit'tee  that  whei*eas  British  spirits 
used  for  purposes  of  methylation  pay 
no  duty,  West  Indian  rum,  which 
•can  be  used  equally  for  methy- 
lating  purposes,  is  subject  to  this 
fourpence  per  gallon,  and,  in  consequence, 
is  practicafly  ruled  out  of  the  market  for 
methylation.  Then,  again,  owing  to  this 
fourpence,  it  is  very  much  handicapped  for 
purposes  of  blending.  The  Committee  will 
therefore  perceive  that  our  fellow-country- 
men and  fellow-subjects  in  the  West 
Indies  are  unduly  handicapped  in  this 
matter  of  the  fourpence.  The  feeling  in 
those  parts  is  such  that  I  really  cannot 
exaggerate  it,  but  I  will  just  quote  a 
resolution  passed  by  a  conference  neld  at 
Barbados  in  1898.  The  conference  was 
oi  delegates  from  all  the  islands  of  the 
West  Indies — 

*'  This  meeting  would  strongly  urge  upon  the 
Imperial  Grovemment  the  injUHtice  of  the  sur- 
tax imposed  upon  oolonial  rum,  and  the  aboli- 
tion of  4d.  per  gallon.  By  this  means  a  laree 
•quantity  of  rum  would  >>e  used  for  blending.^ 

If  this  was  merely  a  local  feeling,  though  I 
should  still  say  it  was  most  properly  a  sub- 
ject for  consideration,  I  should  not,  per- 
2iap6,  so  persistently  urge  the  matter  in 


this  House — although  I  think  on  its  merits 
the  people  in  the  West  Indies  have  clearly 
the  best  of  the  case — but  the  West  Indian 
Commissioners  who  were  sent  out  a  few 
years  ago  to  examine  into  the  questiort 
also  said  that  it  was  a  very  great  hard- 
ship, and  that  this  levy  seemed  to  be 
unsound  in  principle,  and  they  strongly 
advocated  the  abolition  of  the  surtax.  It 
is  frequently  very  difficult  on  ordinary 
occasions  to  get  a  reduction  of  such' 
a  duty,  but  when,  as  on  this  occasion, 
we  have  si  proposal — and,  no  doubt, 
generally,  a  very  wise  proposal — ^that 
there  should  be  an  increase  of  the  duty 
on  spirits,  I  think  that  the  West 
Indies  have  every  reason  now,  after  an 
interval,  again  to  urge  their  rightful  claim 
on  the  people  of  the-  mother  country 
that  they  should  have  equal  opportunities 
of  selling  in  the  British  market  their 
home-made  spirits.  They  do  not  ask  for 
any  preferential  treatment ;  they  simply 
say  that,  inasmuch  as  they  have  local 
excise  similar  to  our  own  in  Great  Britain, 
this  fourpence,  which  is  admittedly  put 
on  to  countervail  the  local  disadvantage 
of  the  excise,  should  be  done  away  with. 
This  matter  has  been  raised  over  and  over 
again  for  the  last  twenty  years,  but,  as  a 
matter  of  fact,  because  the  people  of  the 
West  Indies  at  present  are  few  in  number 
they  are  thought  to  be  of  no  considera- 
tion. But,  according  to  my  humble  view, 
the  time  may  come  when  the  islands  of 
the  West  Indies  will  be  very  much 
appreciated,  owing  to  the  opening  of  the 
Panama  and  Nicaragua  Canal,  and  then 
their  interests  will  come  home  to  the 
people  of  this  country.  It  is  all  very  well 
for  the  mother  country  to  wake  up  at 
last  and  find  she  has  neglected  her 
colonies,  as  we  have  lately  done  in  South 
Africa ;  but  it  is  better  that  the  colonies 
should  be  taught  to  cherish  the  mother 
country.  They  should  not  be  taught  to 
think  that  because  their  people  are  few 
and  they  are  far  away  from  the  mother 
country  their  interests  are  therefore  of 
no  concern.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
has  on  previous  occasions  said  that 
this  is  a  small  matter,  £uid  the 
West  Indian  Commissioners,  I  believe, 
say  that  if  the  injustice  were  removed  it 
would  not  actually  save  the  sugar  indus- 
try. But  I  am  prepared  to  say  from  my 
own  personal  experience  that  in  Jamaica, 
where  the  estates  are  small,  and  where  the 
profits  on  an  ordinary  estate  cannot  be 
reckoned  at  much  more  than  JC500  or 
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£600  a  year,  this  fourpence  certainly 
reduced  the  income  of  the  farmer  of  sugar 
by  £175  or  JB200  a  year.  Even  in  other 
islands  where  rum  is  not  so  much  a  con- 
sideration as  in  Jamaica,  where  thirty-five 
gallon^  of  rum  are  made  from  every  ton 
of  sugar,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  difference 
is  very  appreciable.  While  people  on  the 
Front  Bench,  who  are  accustomed  to  large 
incomes,  talk  about  this  as  being  a  small 
consideration,  those  who  know  what  the 
small  profits  of  farmers  are  can  see  that 
an  amount  of  XI 00  a  year  to  the  profits 
on  a  farm  is  a  very  appreciable  addition. 
Therefore  I  speak  with  some  feeling,  be- 
cause I  know  how  loyal  these  men  of  the 
West  Indies  are,  and  how  they  feel  the 
burning  injustice  with  which  their  in- 
terests have  been  overlooked  for  many  a 
long  year.  I  speak  with  some  warmth, 
because  what  I  say  I  say  with  knowledge. 
I  therefore  hope  that  when  I  venture  to 
put  down,  as  1  believe  I  can,  a  motion  for 
some  modification  of  the  proposal  as  to 
the  sixpence  per  gallon  on  spirits,  in 
favour  of  it  being,  say,  twopence  in  the 
case  of  rum  imported  from  the  West 
Indies,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  will  give 
it  his  kindly  and  considerate  attention. 

♦Major  JAMESON  (Clare,  W.)  pointed 
out  that  in  the  Budget  there  was  not  a 
word  about  putting  a  tax  upon  the  un- 
earned increment  of  land.  As  a  typical 
instance  the  great  distilleries  of  which  he 
was  at  the  head  might  be  taken.  They  stood 
upon  sixteen  acres  of  land  in  one  place 
and  upon  eight  acres  in  another,  but  while 
the  industry  carried  on  in  those  distilleries, 
employing  a  large  number  of  people,  was 
to  be  more  heavily  taxed,  not  one  pemiy 
of  taxation  was  proposed  to  be  put  upon 
the  ground  rents  of  the  landlord.  Dis- 
tilling was  one  of  the  few  industries  left 
to  the  people  of  Ireland,  and  why  should 
it  .be  taxed  in  this  way  while  the  unearned 
increment  of  those  who  "  neither  toil  nor 
spin  "  was  allow  to  go  scot  free  1  There 
was  another  matter  in  regard  to  spirits 
to  which  he  would  like  to  call  attention. 
According  to  the  Treasurj'  returns,  some- 
thing like  1,600,000  gallons  of  spirits 
were  annually  imported  from  Denmark, 
Sweden,  and  Germany.  Those  spirits 
were  made  from  the  very  refuse  of  corn, 
wood,  and,  it  was  even  said,  leather. 
Those  1,600,000  gallons  were  supposed  to 
be  made  into  methylated  spirits,  but  only 
8,000  gallons  were  devoted  to  that  pur- 
pose. What  became  of  the  rest  1  Did 
anybody  ever  hear  of  a  man  selling  Danish 
Mr,  Lawrence, 


or  Swedish  spirits,  or  German  whisky  t 
Would  the  Government  deny  the  fraud  ? 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  should  get  a 
little  expert  knowledge  of  what  he  was 
taxing.  By  all  means  give  the  West 
Indies  a  chance,  but  also  let  it  not  be 
forgotten  that  the  heart's  blood  was  being 
dramed  from  the  people  of  Ireland.  WTiy 
was  not  an  embargo  put  upon  these 
imported  spirits  from  Grermany,  Sweden, 
and  Denmark,  instead  of  this  fraud  being 
actually  connived  at  by  the  Government  1 
They  had  this  great  question  of  the  un- 
earned increment  of  land  which  was  not 
taxed  in  any  way  because  hon.  Meml^ers 
opposite  had  aU  their  interests  in  land^ 
while  those  who  had  no  land  were  made 
to  bear  the  brunt  of  these  wars.  The 
proposals  now  made  had  been  sprung 
upon  the  House,  and  he  would  like  the 
Government  to  have  taken  more  time, 
and  to  have  thought  out  some  way  of 
raising  their  money  without  injuring  the 
Irish  people  and  their  trade.  It  was  no 
use  the  Government  going  on  increasing 
taxation  on  Irish  inoustries  without  in- 
creasing the  duties  on  spirits  from 
Germany,  Denmark  and  Sweden.  How 
long  were  those  foreign  whiskies  goin^  to 
be  sold  in  this  country  as  Irish  whisky  ; 
and  yet  not  one  penny  extra  was  to  be 
put  upon  foreign  spirits.  He  did  ask  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  to  relieve 
Ireland  [of  a  portion  ^of  this  burden  by 
putting  a  large  tax  on  foreign  spirits  and 
seeing  that  a  different  coloured  permit 
was  used  for  foreign  spirits.  He  thought 
if  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  went  into  the 
matter  he  would  acknowledge  that  Ireland 
had  been  badly  treated,  and  he  looked 
for  his  kindly  consideration  of  thia 
question. 

Mr.  BARTLEY  (IsUngton,  N.) :  I 
shall  not  attempt  to  follow  the  hon. 
Member  who  has  just  sat  down  in  his. 
remarks  about  forei^  spirits.  If  it  is. 
true  that  they  are  sold  in  this  coimtry  as- 
Irish  and  Scotch  whisky,  I  hope  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  will  be  able 
to  stop  that  practice.  Perhaps  the  hon. 
Member  opposite  will  excuse  me  if  I  say 
the  laree  firms  to  which  he  alludes  do 
not  look  as  if  they  were  ground  down 
very  much  by  the  Saxon.  The  question 
of  the  taxation  of  land  is  an  old  one 
which  I  will  not  discuss  upon  the  present 
occasion.  As  regards  the  Budget  itself,  I 
must  say  that  I  am  glad  the  Government 
have  had  the  boldness  to  put  forward  a 
Budget  in  which  all  classes  are  called  upoa 
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to  pay  a  reasonable  and  fair  share  |  would  be  reasonable,  when  peace  is  made, 
towards  the  cost  of  the  present  war.  I ,  that  the  Transvaal  should  be  required  to 
am  sure  that  this  heavy  expenditure  has  I  pay  something.  I  believe  that  the  great 
been  incurred  in  a  war  which  is  certainly  ,  mass  of  the  capitalists  of  that  colony  will 
popular,  and  which  is  believed  to  be  just '  be  willing  to  pay  a  fair  share  provided 
b}'  the  gi-eat  bulk  of  the  peojle,  and  I  they  can  only  secure  a  stable,  lair,  and 
am  certain  that  the  people  themselves  are  just  government.  I  am  convinced  that 
willing  and  anxious  to  make  an  effort  to  ,  the  revenue  from  the  Transvaal  will  be 
pay  the  bill.  I  do  not  believe  in  a  j  sufficient  to  pay  over  and  over  again  the 
patriotism  which  simply  shouts  and ;  interestonalargeloan,andIdonotseeany 
waves  fla^s,  and  whicn  objects  to  Day  reason  why  that  should  not  be  done.  It 
when  the  bill  comes  in.  I  am  sure  that  was  my  good  fortune  to  be  in  the  Trans- 
there  has  never  been  such  a  feeling  vaal  when  the  war  broke  out,  and  I  do 
throughout  the  country  concerning  the  say  most  emphatically  that  a  great 
justice  of  the  war,  and  the  great  mass  of  number  of  the  Uitlanders  have  done 
the  people,  although  they  do  not  like  to  excellent  work  in  the  war.  I  saw  the 
pay  extra  taxes,  are  quite  prepared  to  I  Imperial  Li^ht  Horse,  who  have  taken 
make  any  reasonable  sacrifice.  1  he  only  j  such  a  promment  part  in  the  defence  of 
thing  I  would  suggest,  if  there  is  any  :  Ladysmith.  A  great  many  of  those  men 
change  to  be  made,  is  that  the  duty  on  \  came  down  from  Johannesburg  with  me, 
spirits  should  have  been  Is.  per  gallon  and  they  enrolled  themselves,  and  have 
instead  of  6d.  Though  many  of  us  drink  been  fighting  for  us  against  the  Transvaal 
a  certain  amount  of  spirits,  when  you  up  to  the  present  time.  Mr.  Davis  and 
come  to  think  of  our  enormous  alcohol  i  Mr.  Sampson  are  two  of  them,  and  both 
bill  —  amounting  to  something  like  *  are  officers  who  have  been  seriously 
JBl 80,000,000  or  £190,000,000  per  wounded  in  this  war.  Concerning  the 
annum — it  does  look  like  a  fair  subject  for  loan  which  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
taxation.  I  am  not  talking  of  it  from  a  chequer  has  given  rather  mysterious  hints 
moral  standpoint,  but  if  that  large  sum  about,  I  hope  he  will  take  this  oppor- 
can  ]>e  spent  in  drink  in  periods  of  pro-  tunity  of  making  use  of  this  loan  as  an 
sperity,  it  does  not  look  as  though  we  experiment  for  enabling  persons  to  obtain 
should  be  overtaxing  it  by  increasing  smallet*  sums,  for  this  has  been  a  very  popu- 
the  tax  on  spirits  to  Is.  per  gallon,  i  lar  system  in  France  and  other  places.  We 
I  am  glad  that  the  Chancellor  of  the  have  done  a  great  deal  by  opening  Consols 
Exchequer  has  included  tea,  because  I  in  small  sums,  and  this  has  l)een  most 
think  those  persons  who  do  not  drink  advantageous  in  the  development  of 
spirits  or  smoke  tobacco,  but  who  drink  thrift  and  financial  arrangements  amongst 
tea,  will  be  willing  and  glad  to  pay  a  the  poorer  classes,  and  I  hope  the  Chan- 
shiure  towards  the  cost  of  the  war.  The  cellor  of  the  Exchequer  wul  be  able  to 
ri^ht  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  ,  see  his  way  to  divert  some  of  the  funds^ 
West  Monmouthshire  referred  to  the  which  now  go  in  other  directions 
Transvaal,  and  he  seemed  to  think  that  to  encoiu*aging  deposits  of  very  small 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  should  sums.  It  will  require  some  care,  but  I 
have  stated  how  much  that  country  was    think  something  may  be  done,  and  the 

foing  to  pay  towards  the  cost  of  the  war.  result  will  be  that  he  will  get  the  money 
agree  with  the  hon.  Member  for  King's  practically  at  par  and  without  many  of 
Lynn  that  it  will  be  time  enough  to  go  the  disadvantages  of  forming  a  large  and 
into  that  question  when  we  have  got  to  permanent  loan.  I  also  agree  with  the 
Pretoria.  I  should  like  to  say  that,  in  right  hon.  Grentleman  in  having  it  a  short 
my  judgment,  it  would  be  right  and  loan.  One  of  the  mistakes  we  made  in 
proper  that  the  Transvaal  should  pay  a  !  our  National  Debt  has  been  the  making  it 
substantial  part  of  the  cost  of  this  war ;  a  permanent  debt,  for  it  would  have  been 
but  I  do  not  think  it  can  be  said  that  quite  as  easy  and  practicable  for  it  to 
this  is  a  war  simply  for  the  Transvaal,  '  have  been  made  a  terminable  debt  extend- 
for  it  is  not  only  the  Transvaal  but  the  ing  over  a  considerable  period  of  years, 
whole  of  South  Africa  that  is  concerned.  The  difference  is  almost  infinitesimal,  and 
I  go  further,  and  say  that  it  is  a  war  which  ,  in  future  it  would  be  better  to  make 
concerns  the  very  existence  of  the  great  these  loans  of  a  terminable  nature.  The 
Empire  to  which  we  belong.  It  would  be  ,  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  propose* 
unfair  in  every  sense  to  require  the  I  this  year  to  suspend  the  operation  of  the 
Transvaal  to  pay  the  whole  cost,  but  it  \  Sinking  Fund.      He  made   considerable 
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alterations  in  this  fund  last  year,  and  I ' 
was  one  of  those  who  strongly  objected 
to  it.     I  opposed  it  then,  and  I  always 
fihall  do  under  those  circumstances.  I  think 
it  was  a  mistake  to  do  it  last  year,  and  I 
think  80  still.     But  this  year  the  circum- 
stances are  quite  different,  and  this  seems 
to  be  a  reasonable  and  proper  time  for 
suspending  the  operation  of  the  Sinking 
Fund.     It  seems  to  me  to  be  one  of  the 
great  objects  of  this  Sinking  Fund  that 
it     produces     elasticity,     and    I     quite 
approve    of    the    step  which    has   been 
taken  this  year.     The  only  other  point 
that  I  wish  to  refer  to  is  the  question  of 
the  death  duties.     Although  I  objected  to 
some  of  the  details  of  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  Member  for  West  Monmouth- 
fihire^s  scheme  when  he  brought  it  in  in 
the  year  1894,  I  have  always  approved  of 
the  system   of   these  death  duties.      It 
seems  reasonable  in  every  way  that  these 
enormous  fortimes  should  contribute  a 
larger  proportion  than  they  have  hitherto 
done  to  the  taxation  of  the  country,  and 
1  cannot  conceive  of  a  stronger  case  than 
the  one  instanced  to-day  of  a  man  living 
all  his  life  on  a  small  sum  and  leaving 
millions  behind  him.     I  think  it  is  only 
right  that  a  large  portion  of  that  money 
should  come  to  the  State.     This  system 
has  been  so  beneficial  to  the  State  tnat  it 
seems  to  me  that  at  the  present  moipent 
we  might  be  more  merciful  in  making 
remissions  in  certain  cases.     In  the  year 
1894 1  moved  an  Amendment  to  the  effect 
that  those  persons  who  were  killed  in  the 
service  of  the  Crown  and  belonging  either 
to  the  Army  or  the  Navy  should  have 
their  estates    exempt  from    the    death 
duties    if  they   were  of   small   amount. 
Inasmuch    as    the    Chancellor    of    the 
Exchequer     has     derived      £17,500,000 
from      these     death     duties,     I      hope 
he     will     be    able     on     this     occasion 
— looking  to     the     interests     of    those 
of  our  fellow  subjects    who  have    been 
killed  in   this   war — to  consider  favour- 
ably the  granting  of  some  relief  to  those 
estates  the  owners  of  which   have   been 
killed  in  the  prime  of  life.     I  am  sure  the 
loss  to  the  revenue  would  be  very  slight, 
and  it  is  very  hard  indeed  for  the  widow 
of  an  officer  who  leaves  £2,000  or  £3,000 
behind  him  if  she  is  called  upon  to  pay 
these  heavy  death  duties.     I  hope  he  will 
consider  favourably  an  Amendment  which 
I  shall  put  down  in  order  to  bring  about 
a  change   in  this  respect.      Taking  the 
Budget  scheme  as  a  whole,  I  think  we 

Mr.  Barfky. 


may  fairly  say  it  meets  the  wants  of  the 
time.  It  takes  a  considerable  part  of  the 
cost  of  the  war  out  of  present  taxation, 
which  is  right  and  proper.  I  myself  do 
not  object  to  it  being  taken  out  of  the 
present  or  coming  year,  because  I  feel 
quite  sure  that  the  public  are  willing  to 
do  what  is  necessary  at  the  present 
moment,  and  I  am  sure  that  it  is  always 
wise  when  we  have  to  incur  large  expen- 
diture to  face  it  boldly,  because  when  we 
look  into  the  facts  there  is  no  question 
that  this  nation,  whatever  our  faults  may 
be,  is  the  lightest  taxed  nation  in  the 
world.  I  think  we  should  be  prepared 
to  pay  the  whole  cost  of  this  war  during 
the  lite  of  the  present  generation.  I  am 
glad  to  see  that  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  has  spread  the  taxation  over 
all  classes  of  the  community,  so  that  every 
class  will  bear  its  fair  proportion  of  the 
cost  of  this  war. 

Mr.  LABOUCHERE  (Northampton) : 
There    is    a    great    deal    I    admire    in 
the  speech  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer, although  he  did  not  seem  to  be 
a  strong  enthusiast  in  favour  of  the  war. 
I  admire  his  observations  in  regard  to 
the  monstrous  and  preposterous  proposals 
that     appeared     in     The    Times      this 
morning,  that  we  should  expend  perma- 
nently £20,000,000  per  annum  upon  the 
Army  and  Navy.     If  we  were  to  do  that 
what  would  become  of  old  age  pensions 
and  all  other  social  reforms?      All  our 
money  would  go  in  military  expenditure. 
The  right    hon.    Gentleman  laid    down 
certain  principles    about    the    mode    in 
which  the  money  for  the  war  should  be 
obtained,   and  said   he  wishe^l   the  war 
mainly  to  be  carried  on  upon  a  cash  basis. 
I    cheered  those  sentiments,   but   I   am 
bound  to  say  that  I  did  not  find  that  the 
'  right  hon.  Gentleman,  when   he  came  to 
1  the  details,  entirely  carried  out  his  own 
I  excellent  principles.     He  told  us  that  at 
the  commencement  of  the  great  French 
War  we   borrowed   I   forget  how   many 
'  millions  of  monev,  and  afterwards  raised 
\  a   very   large  amount  of  the  money  by 
;  taxation. 

I    *SiR    M.     hicks    BEACH:    I    said 
j  £391,(K)0,000. 

Mr.  LABOUCHERE:  The  amount 
was*  £39 1,000,000  which  was  raised,  ami 
'  one-third  of  the  amount  of  the  cost  of 
>  that  war  was  raised  by  taxation.  In  the 
J  Crimean  War  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
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^ve  us  figures  and  said  it  bad  cost  us 
X67,000,000,  and  of  this  sum  £32,000,000 
had  been  raised  by  taxation.  That  is 
almost  one  half.  Then  be  told  us  that 
this  war,  counting  the  expenditiu'e  which 
he  anticipates  will  be  the  minimum  for 
the  present  year,  will  cost  £60,000,000. 
He  has  been  impressing  upon  us  what 
was  done  in  the  cases  of  the  French 
War  and  the  Crimean  War,  but  is  he  now 


opposite  think  it  is  clap-trap,  while  we  think 
it  is  a  sound  principle,  but  we  will  leave 
the  country  to  judge  between  us.  I  have 
always  voted  for  a  reduction  of  the  duty  on 
tea,  and  I  have  always  urged  that  there 
should  be  no  duty  on  tea  at  all.  There 
is  a  wide  difference  between  drinkers  of 
beer  and  spirits  and  the  drinkers  of  tea. 
Beer  and  spirits  are  certainly  luxuries, 
for   nobody   is    obliged  to  drink  them, 


^oing  to  raise  one  half  ?  Instead  of  pro- '  but  practically  almost  every  person  is 
posing  to  raise  this  one  half  he  proposes  I  obliged  to  drink  tea  or  coffee.  Tea  is 
to  raise  £14,000,000,  and  that  is  not  one  essentially  the  beverage  of  the  very  poor, 
half,  in  fact,  it  is  not  one  quarter.  Why  and  it  is  the  beverage  of  every  honest 
did  he  not  stand  to  those  principles  which  !  old  woman  in  the  country.  iTea  is  a 
he  so  much  admired  in  Mr.  Pitt  I  I  think  domestic  institution  which  exists  in 
he  will  admit  that  there  is  a  slight  dif-  j  almost  every  family  throughout  the 
ference  between  his  principles  and  his  !  country.  Even  taking  the  poorest  people 
practice.  He  laid  down  another  sound  in  our  workhouses,  tea  is  what  the  old 
principle,  that  everybody  should  pay  pro-  women  want,  and  there  is  very  often  a 
portionately  towards  the  cost  of  this  war,  dispute  among  the  guardians  whether 
And  he  made  a  difference  between  the  '  they  should  .have  more  or  less  of  it.  If 
income  tax  on  the  rich  and  indirect  taxes  you  add  this  twopence  there  will  be  a 
which  are  supposed  to  weigh  more  heavily  i  large  number  of  nighly  respectable  poor 
upon  the  poor.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 1  persons  who  will  have  to  go  without  this 
man  mentioned  tea.  Tea  costs  roundly  '  very  essential  beverage,  and  I  really  think 
Is.  per  pound  with  the  duty.  The  right '  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer"  would 
hon.  gentleman  increases  the  duty  on  tea  '  have  done  well  to  have  left  it  alone.    We 


by  twopence;  in  other  words,  he  increases 
the  cost  of  tea  to  the  poor  by  one  8i.xth. 
Then  he  went  on  to  tax  beer  and 
spirits,  and  said  he  was  going  to  levy 
Is.  upon  a  barrel   of  beer.      Now,  what 


have  always  protested  against  any  duty 
on  tea,  and  we  ought  to  protest  against 
it  if  we  remain  true  to  that  gi-and  old 
principle  "  the  free  breakfast  table.  "  The 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  proposes  to 


does  a  barrel  of  beer  cost  ?  It  i-aise  £6,000,000  by  the  income  tax.  I 
costs  36s. ;  that  is  to  say,  he  only  '  almost  regret  that  when  the  right  hon. 
increases  the  tax  on  beer  by  one  thirty- 1  Gentleman  dwelt  so  long  upon  the  ex- 
sixth.  Whisky  costs  about  £1  a  gallon  .  emptions  to  the  income  tax  he  did  not 
with  the  duty,  and  he  adds  6d.  to  that,  ,  seize  the  opportunity  of  making  that  tax 
which  only  increases  the  tax  upon  it  by  i  more  fair  to  those  who  have  to  pay 
one  fortieth.  So  that  the  poor  tea  drinker  .  it.  I  should  have  thought  that  he 
is  obliged  to  pay  one  sixth  more  on  his  j  would  have  made  the  tax  larger  upon 
beverage,  the  beer  drinker  one  thirty-sixth  '  incomes  derived  from  investments  and 
more,  and  the  spirit  drinker  one  fortieth ,  less  upon  incomes  derived  from  trades 
more.  I  want  to  know  why  this  distinc- 1  and  professions.  This  would  have  been 
tion  is  made  between  the  person  who  ,  an  exceedingly  good  opportunity  to  do  so. 
drinks  tea  and  the  person  who  drinks  The  income  tax  ought  to  be  paid  upon 
beer  or  spirits.  Why  does  not  the  right  the  spending  income,  and  until  you  make 
hon.  Gentleman  stand  to  his  grand  prin-  ( this  distinction  between  income  from  in- 
ciple  that  every  person  is  to  be  taxed  pro-  vestments  and  income  from  trades  and 
portionately  for  this  war  ?  I  hope,  for  my  !  professions  the  injustice  will  remain.  I 
part,  there  will  be  a  division  against  this  i  notice  that  hon.  Members  opposite  have 
increase  in  the  tax  on  tea.  I  am  opposed  j  not  been  very  enthusiastic  over  this 
to  it  myself,  and  I  stand  to  that  fine  old  '  Budget,  and  there  was  a  sad  silence 
principle  "a  free  breakfast  table."  [Minis-  amongst  them  when  they  heard  that 
terial  laughter.]  We  have  actually  now  these  poor  old  women  were  to  be  taxed 
got  to  this  point,  that    absolutely  the  i  on  their  tea.     Coming  events  cast  their 


soundest  principle  of  Liberalism  is  shadows  before,  and  everyone  has  united 
laughed  and  jeered  at.  Reading  au ,  in  telling  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
article  in  The  TimeSy  I  sAw  this  principle  |  chequer  that  they  cordially  agree  H-ith 
referred  to  as  absolute  clap-trap.  That  is  him  in  thinking  that  the  Transvaal  mil- 
the  difference  between  us,  for  Gentlemen    lionaires  ought  to  pay  a  very  great  deal 
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of  money  towards  this  war.  The  hon. 
Gentleman  who  preceded  me  told  us  that 
they  were  prepared  to  pay  willingly  and 
cheerfully.  They  may  have  virtues  of 
which  I  am  ignorant,  but  certainly  if 
they  wish  to  pay  increased  taxation  they 
have  more  \^rtues  than  ordinary  human 
beings. 

Mr.  BARTLEY  :  What  I  said  was 
that  they  would  cheerfully  pay  for  a 
free,  proper,  and  pure  government. 

Mr.  LABOUCHERE  :  What  is  a  pure 
government?  I  am  afraid  if  I  attempt 
to  discuss  the  abstract  question  of  what 
a  pure  government  is  that  I  will  be 
called  to  order.  I  will  only  say  that  I 
would  be  perfectly  happv  to  vote  for  any 
proposal  that  these  millionaires  should 
pay  any  amount  of  money  for  the  benefits 
they  have  derived  from  the  war.  I  saw, 
in  the  report  of  the  Goldfields  Company^s 
meeting,  that  they  anticipated  making 
by  the  war  two  and  a  half  millions  per 
annum.  If  that  is  so,  there  must  be  plenty 
of  money,  and  I  hope  we  shall  shear 
them  as  closely  as  we  possibly  can, 
whether  they  like  it  or  not.  I  have  only 
risen  to  express  my  admiration  for  a 
great  deal  of  the  speech  of  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Kxchequer,  and  in  doine  so  I  ven- 
tured to  make  these  slight  cnticisms  on 
the  manner  in  which  he  has  carried  out 
his  own  excellent  principles. 

Sir  J.  A.  WILLOX  (Liverpool,  Ever- 
ton) :  I  desire  to  say,  without  discuss- 
ing general  principles,  that  I  think 
the  experience  of  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequep  must  bo  that  tinker- 
ing with  the  tobacco  duty  is  a  dan- 
gerous and  mischievous  policy.  For 
nearly  sixty  years  the  tobacco  duty  re- 
mained fixed  at  3s.  3d.  per  pound,  and 
during  that  period  there  was  a  gradual 
and  steady  development  of  the  trade  which 
yielded  constantly  increasing  revenue  to 
the  Exchequer.  The  first  break  in  that 
long  period  was  made  by  Sir  Stafford 
Northcote,  when  he  raised  the  duty  by 
4d.  The  result  was  most  injurious.  He 
checked  the  progress  and  development  of 
the  trade,  and  the  trade  did  not  yield  the 
revenue  expected  by  the  Exchequer. 
Since  then  there  has  been  a  tendency  not 
only  to  alter  the  duty,  but  to  take  charge 
of  the  processes  of  manufacture.  These 
experiments  have  not  been  at  all  success- 
ful. First  of  all  moisture  was  limited  to  35 
per  cent.,  and  afterwards  to  30  per  cent., 

Mr.  Labotfchere, 


and  now  there  is  another  change  of  duty. 
I  think,  perhaps,  there  is  no  stronger 
eWdence  of  the  purely  theoretical  and 
experimental  character  of  these  changes 
than  in  the  last  two  Budgets  of  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.  In  1898 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  antici- 
pated that  there  would  be  a  great  increase 
in  the  consumption  of  tobacco,  and  he 
predicted  that  there  would  be  an  improve- 
ment in  the  quality  of  the  tobacco  sold  to 
the  public,  and  also  a  reduction  in  the 
price.  Last  year,  after  having  a  year's 
experience,  he  said : 

"  I  do  urge  the  Committee  to  give  the  ex- 
periment a  fair  trial  in  the  interest  of  the 
revenue.  I  do  assure  them  of  my  complete 
conviction  that  if  they  will  do  they  will  reap 
from  it  a  golden  han*est  in  the  future  by  in- 
creased consumption."  * 

Now,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  these  confident 
hopes  have  been  entirely  disappointed. 
There  has  b*6en  no  increase  of  a  substan- 
tial character  in  the  consumption,  or  at 
any  rate  no  increase   sufficient   to  com- 

Fensate  for  a  reduction  in  the  duty,  and 
think  all  expeiience  tends  to  show  that 
it  would  be  much  better  for  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  to  "have  continued 
a  uniform  system  of  fixed  duty  without 
di8tur])ing  the  trade,  or  in  any  way 
attempting  to  regulate  or  control  it. 
With  reference  to  the  system  now  pro- 
mulgated, of  adding  fourpence  to  the 
duty,  I  think  it  is  unfortunate.  The 
figure  will  be  entirely  indivisible  among 
the  masses  of  the  people  who  are  large 
consumers  of  tobacco.  As  a  rule  the 
working  man  buys  his  tobacco  by  the 
ounce  or  the  half  ounce,  and  we  know 
i  that  fourpence  on  sixteen  ounces  will 
I  enable  neither  the  manufacturer  nor  the 
I  retailer  to  divide  it  up  into  ounces  or  half 
ounces.  An  hon.  Gentleman  suggests 
that  a  farthing  per  ounce  M'ould  be  the 
exact  equivalent  of  fourpence  per 
pound,  but  all  experience  shows  that 
farthings  are  not  in  practice  current 
coins  of  the  realm,  and  it  will  therefore  be 
impossible  to  divide  the  sum.  There  is 
one  respect,  at  all  events,  in  which  the 
trade  ought  to  regard  the  present  arrange- 
ment with  satisfaction.  The  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  has  not  again  attempted 
to  alter  the  modes  and  regulations  of 
manufacturers.  Two  years  ago  there  was 
a  change  in  the  limit  of  moisture,  and  the 

trade  is  just  now  beginning  to  settle  down 

^^"^^■^ 

•  See  The  Parliamentary  Debates  [Fourth 
Series],  Vol.  Ixix.,  p.  1021. 
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to  the  new  condition  of  things  after 
having  been  engaged  on  a  very  difficult 
and  complex  problem,  and  it  ought  to  be 
grateful  that  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer, although  he  has  changed  the 
duty,  has  not  attempted  to  ajggravate  that 
change  by  interfering  with  the  process  of 
manuiacture.  I  think  those  who  calcu- 
late that  this  change  in  duty  will  be  a 
direct  benefit  to  the  working  man  will  be 
grievously  disappointed.  It  is  more  than 
probable  that  while  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  has  increased  the  duty  by  an 
amount  which  in  theory  is  equal  only  to 
a  farthing  per  ounce,  in  practice  the  con- 
sumer may  be  required  to  pay  an  extra 
halfpenny  per  ounce.  This  is  not,  I 
thiuK,  the  c|esire  of  the  manufacturers, 
but  at  the  same  time  it  is  difficult  to  see 
how  a  retailer  will  be  able  to  practicallv 
divide  the  amount  among  small 
buyers.  I  hope  that  the  experience 
of  the  present  Chancellor  of  the  Ex> 
chequer  and  of  his  predecessors  will 
be  taken  as  a  caution  against  unduly 
interfering  with  the  trade.  We  know 
from  a  very  long  experience  that  with  a 
fixed  duty  there  had  been  progress  in  the 
development  of  business,  and  tnat  change- 
able and  capricious  innovations  have  not 
proved  beneficial  to  the  public,  but  have 
proved  detrimental  to  tne  revenue  and 
mconvenient  to  the  manufacturer.  At 
the  same  time,  I  am  bound  to  say  that 
the  chanee  now  proposed  is  as  equitable 
as  could  have  been  devised,  seeing  that  it 
is  desired  to  impose  on  all  classes  of  the 
community  a  proportion  of  the  increased 
taxation.  It  seems  to  me  that  those  who 
use  tobacco  are  fair  subjects  for  taxation, 
and  whether  the  amount  is  4d.  or  more, 
they  at  any  rate  will  not  object  to  it.  My 
criticism  is  that  the  amount  of  the  change 
is  such  that  it  is  not  divisible  among  the 
great  mass  of  consumers,  and  that 
either  the  consiuner  will  have  to  pay  an 
increased  amount  or  the  manufacturer 
will  be  unduly  taxed  in  his  production. 

Mr.  KEARLEY  •  (Devonport) :  As 
regards  the  complaint  of  the  hon. 
Oentleman  who  has  just  spoken,  it  would 
be  well  for  the  Committee  to  remember 
what  happened  when  the  remission  of  jbhe 
tobacco  duty  took  place.  The  hon. 
Member  complains  that  the  present 
amount  will  not  be  divisible,  and  that  the 
consimier  or  else  the  manufacturer  will 
have  to  pay.  Let  us  consider  what  has 
happenea  auring  the  last  few  years.  The 
tobacco  manuf.icturers  absolutely  appro- 


[  priated  in  the  most  barefaced  manner  75 
i  per  cent,  of  the  remission  which  was 
kindly  handed  over  to  them  as  a  free  gift 
by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.  The 
consumers  had  no  advantage  whatever, 
and  of  all  the  increases  in  duty  in  this 
Budget  there  is  none  which  I  am  more 
pleased  to  see  than  the  increase  in  the 
tobacco  duty.  The  position  will  now  be 
that  the  consumer  will  be  no  worse  off, 
and  the  manufacturer  will  have  to  pay. 
The  manufacturer  has  appropriated  the 
remission  for  the  last  two  years,  and  it 
was  the  coolest  and  most  deliberate 
appropriation  I  have  ever  heard  of. 
Within  a  week  of  the  Budget  statement 
of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  two 
years  ago  all  these  great  manufacturers  of 
tobacco  met  together.  I  think  the  hon. 
Gentleman  was  present  at  that  meet- 
ing  

Sir  J.  A.  WILLOX :  I  was  not 

Mr.  KEARLEY :  Some  member  of  the 
firm  with  which  the  hon.  Member  is  con- 
nected was  present.  Three  meetings 
were  held  almost  simultaneously,  and  the 
point  which  the  hon.  Gentleman  takes 
now  that  it  was  impossible  to  give  the 
concession  to  the  public  because  it 
could  not  be  divided  was  taken, 
and  the  manufacturers  agreed  to  keep 
it  themselves.  The  hon.  Member  for 
Northampton  complained  about  the  in- 
crease on  tea,  and  he  held  up  the  boon  of 
a  free  breakfast  table.  A  free  breakfast 
table  is  a  very  nice  thing  when  remissions 
are  being  distributed,  but  it  would  bo  im- 
possible to  urge  a  free  breakfast  table 
when  such  a  large  amount  of  taxation  is 
required  for  the  purposes  of  the  war.  I 
should  like  to  congratulate  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  on  his  courage  in  distributing 
the  whole  of  this  taxation  over  all  classes 
of  the  community.  That  is  one  of  the 
most  cheerful  features  of  this  Budget. 
From  my  experience  I  would  say  that 
there  will  be  no  objection  whatever  to 
the  tea  duty.  I  Several  Hon.  Members  : 
Oh,  oh  !]  I  exclude  Ireland  because  I  am 
not  in  a  position  to  speak  regarding  it, 
but  there  will  be  no  ill  feeling  at  all  in 
this  country,  and  everyone  will  gladly 
pay.  You  cannot  have  war  without 
paying  taxation,  and  I  think  the  distribu- 
tion is  a  very  fair  one  ;  if  only  one  class 
were  taxed  they  woiild  be  certain  to  be 
gnimbling.  I  would  also  congratulate  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  on  having  wisely 
kept  to  well-tried  revenue  producers,  not 
diving  to  the  right  or  to  the  left  for  items 
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on  which  to  levy  taxation.  He  has  South  African  question,  there  is  a  general 
very  msely  kept  to  those  revenue  '  feeling  in  the  country  that  South  Africa 
producers  which  are  certain  to  realise  j  ought  to  contribute  something  to  the 
expectations,  and  as  regards  which  expenses  of  the  war.  It  is  somewhat 
with  existing  machinery  the  cost  1  premature  to  suggest  as  to  how  it  should 
of  collection  will  not  be  increased,  be  le^'ied — one  must  catch  his  hare  before 
Of  course,  putting  on  or  taking  oflf  duty  he  can  cook  it.  I  do  not  think,  however, 
sometimes  upsets  a  trade,  but  we  have  to  !  that  the  matter  will  be  overlooked,  and 
put  up  with  that.  To  impose  new  duties,  ,  if  the  South  African  contribution  takea 
however,  such  as  on  sugar,  would  create  the  form  of  a  considerable  sum  annually,, 
a  very  strong  feeling.  The  right  hon.  I  it  ought  to  be  sufficient  to  pay  the  interest 
Gentleman  was  very  wise,  I  think,  and  1 1  on  the  money  borrowed  for  the  war.  I 
must  congratulate  mm  on  adhering  to  the  congratulate  the  right  hon.  (Gentleman  on 
regular  revenue  producers.  The  position  '  his  Budget,  which  1  think  will  meet  with 
as  between  direct  and  indirect  taxation  I  approval  throughout  the  length  and 
has  been  almost  one  of  equality,  the  '  breadth  of  the  land, 
direct  taxation  being  48  per  cent,  and  j 

the  indirect  52  per  cent,  of  revenue  *Mr.  McCRAE  (Edinburgh,  E.) :  I 
collected.  Now  the  balance  \vill  be  \  desire  to  enter  my  hiuuble  protest  against 
altered  and  indirect  taxation  will  in  one  or  two  of  the  proposals  of  the  Uhan- 
future  realise  five  and  a  half  millions,  '  cellor  of  the  Exchequer.  I  have  also  one 
whereas  direct  taxation  will  realise  six  or  two  suggestions  to  make.  I  am  new 
and  a  half  millions,  which  is  not,  however, '  to  the  proceedings  of  the  House  and  new 
a  very  serious  difference.  The  only }  to  its  Ministers,  but  after  reading  an 
criticism  1  have  to  make  refers  to  the  article  in  the  Morning  Post  this  morning, 
stamps  on  produce  brokers*  contracts.  I  where  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
anticipate  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  was  described  as  a  man  of  flexile  policy, 
will  not  realise  XI  50,000  on  produce  '  I  thought  there  was  some  chance  of  my 
brokers*  contracts.  A  stockbroker's  con-  suggestions  being  considered.  I  must 
tract  must  pass  with  each  transaction  ;  it  |  confess,  however,  that  the  Budget  of  the 
is  the  basis  of  the  whole  thing ;  but  there  right  hon.  Gentleman  is  one  that  does  not 
is  no  obligation  on  either  side  with  indicate  he  bears  the  character  which  that 
reference  to  a  produce  brokers*  contract ; :  paper  cave  him,  I  think  many  of  his 
it  is  merely  a  matter  of  courtesy  between  proposals  are  proposals  worthy  of  a  Liberal 
broker  and  dealer,  and  the  effect  of  the  ]  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.  When  the 
change  will  be  that  no  contracts  will  be  |  right  hon.  Gentleman  made  a  financial 
passed,  and  consequently  the  estimate  will  I  statement  in  October  he  laid  down  the 
not  be  realised  1  hope  the  right  hon.  |  lines  of  his  future  financial  policy  with 
Grentleman  will  realise  the  (Sfference  i  regard  to  the  war,  and  he  indicated  that 
between  a  stockbroker's  contract  and  I  those  lines  would  not  be  affected  either 
a  produce-broker's  contract.  The  former  i  by  the  extent  or  duration  of  the  war. 
must  pass  and  is  indispensable,  but  the  '  He  said — 

latter  is  purely  optional  It  is  the  '  ♦*  i  have  in  what  I  have  said  formed  perhaps 
custom,  I  admit,  but  I  think  contracts  !  an  unduly  favourable  anticipation  of  the  end 
will  not  in  future  pass  if  they  have  to  be  j  o^<i*»f«  ^r.  It  iimy  be  8o,  but  even  if  my 
„4-».«««wv^  nnk«<-  ;=  ««  ;♦«.*>  «*i.:»u  4.k«  ^*»i.4.  anticipations  should  not  be  realised,  even  if  we 
stamped.  That  is  an  i^m  which  the  nght    ^y,^,^^  ^^^  ^^^^  reverees,  and  if  the  war  haa 

hon.  Gentleman  would  be  almost  wise  m  !  to  be  prolonged,  and  if  the  sum  voted  on 
striking  out.  1  think  it  will  not  realise  ;  Friday  should  be  but  a  part  of  what  we  shall 
£20,000,  and  that  the  right  hon.  Gentle- !  *^^«  *?  Pa^;  ^^^^  ^e  shall  appeal  to  the 
njan'B  expectations  will  be  disappointed  J  3^"^^/,  f,«^P^g}r,°«^^^^ 
My  views  with  reference  to  mdu-ect  taxa-    loyally  in  the  proeecution  of  this  war  will  not 


tion  have  changed  materially  since  labour 
has  been  so  well  employed  and  wages 
have  risen  throughout  the  country  gene- 
rally. The  working  classes  now  expect 
to  contribute  something.  Taking  the 
whole  Budget  proposals  in  their  entirety, 

I  think  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer '  the  patriotism  of  the  people.  I  think 
has  hit  a  very  happy  medium,  and  that  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
everyone  vnW  l>e  satisfied.      As  to  the  '  must  have  approached   his    Budget    to- 

Mr.  Kearkff, 


loyally  in  the  prosecution 

fail  UH  when  the  proper  time  comes  to  pay 

the  bill." 

I  wish  to  analyse  the  present  proposals 
of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  in  the 
light  of  that  declaration,  and  I  wish  to 
ask  whether  he  is  relying  sufficiently  on 
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night  under  the  shallow  of  a  great  crime 
— that  financial  Jameson  raid  which  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  made  on  the  Sink- 
ing Fund  last  year,  which,  unlike  its  pro- 
totype was  unfortunately  successful, 
ana  by  which  he  immediately  annexed 
X2,000,000  from  the  contributions  to  the 
Sinking  Fund,  for  the  reduction  of  the 
National  Debt.  I  rather  think  the  riffht 
hon.  Gentleman  must  regret  the  action 
he  then  took. 

♦Sir  M.  hicks  BEACH :  Not  at  all. 

♦Mr.  McCRAE  :  Then  I  am  afraid 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  is  acting  on  the 
apostolic  principle  that  he  is  sinning 
that  grace  may  much  more  abound.  In 
the  position  we  are  now  faced  with,  I 
cannot  understand  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man saying  that  he  does  not  look  back 
with  regret  on  the  coui'se  he  then  took. 
The  right  Gentleman  himself  described 
the  Sinking  Fund  as  a  reserve  in  time 
of  emergency.  Siu'ely  when  he  reduced 
that  reserve  he  was  doing  something 
which  handicapped  him  in  producing  his 
Budget.  He  ought  to  feel  that  he  would 
lie  all  the  better  if  he  had  that 
je2,000,000  now.  I  also  think  that  he 
aggravated  his  offence  by  anticipating  the 
revenues  which  are  to  fall  in.  He  anti- 
cipated the  terminal  annuities  which  were 
to  fall  in  in  1902,  and  also  the  Chan- 
cery annuities  which  were  to  fall  in  in 
1904. 

♦Sir  M.  HICKS  BEACH  :  I  did  not 
anticipate  the  Chancery  annuities ;  but  the 
hon.  Member  is  quite  right  as  regards 
the  other  annuities. 

♦Mr.  McCRAE :  The  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman gave  these  as  his  reasoYis  why  the 
contribution  to  the  Sinking  Fund  should 
be  reduced  by  two  millions ;  but  I  was 
very  much  surprised  to-night  to  find  that 
the  same  sums  were  mentioned  as  an 
excuse  for  not  making  provision  for  the 
re-pajTnent  of  the  amount  which  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  is  going  to  borrow. 
Now,  I  think  that  is  a  departure  from  the 
principles  of  sound  finance,  and  if  you 
make  a  departure  from  any  principle, 
sooner  or  later  it  will  bring  its  own 
punishment ;  and  in  none  sooner  than  in 
the  region  of  finance.  I  think  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  has  met  to-night  with  a 
certain  part  of  that  punishment.  I  am 
astonished  that  the  right  hoiL  Gentleman 
does  not  realise  that  when  he  was  gaily 
drawing  his  bills  on  posterity,  he  little 


thought  before  the  financial  year  was- 
closed  he  would  require  to  draw  this- 
larger  Bill  for  sixty  millions.  Now,  what 
is  the  nature  of  the  proposals  which  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  has  submitted  to- 
day 1  I  think  he  is  on  sound  lines  when 
he  says  that  all  classes  ought  to  bear  a 
share  of  this  war  expenditure ;  but  I  do 
think  that  the  allocation  of  that  expendi- 
ture might  have  been  somewhat  different. 
The  addition  of  2d.  per  lb.  on  tea  is  a 
proposal  to  which,  I  think,  those  who  sit  on 
this  side  of  the  •  House,  if  they  are 
true  to  the  principles  they  have 
always  professed^  should  give  their  most 
strenuous  opposition.  I  would  suggest 
that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  instep  of 
putting  2d.  per  lb.  on  tea,  might  have  met 
his  views  with  regard  to  taxing  fairly  the 
different  sections  of  the  community  by 
taxing  the  classes  through  the  income  tax, 
and  tne  masses  through  the  liquor  duties 
and  tobacco.  If  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man had  proposed  an  jSditional  shilling 
per  gallon  on  spirits  and  an  extra  2d. 
on  tobacco  that  would  have  given  him 
£1,550,000  against  £1,800,000  which  he 
will  get  from  the  duty  on  tea.  I  hope 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  will  consider 
that  it  would  be  an  act  of  justice  to 
abolish  the  tea  duty  altogether.  I  quite 
concede  that  the  present  time,  when  we 
are  le^^ying  new  and  increased  taxes,  i* 
not  the  time  to  propose  a  reduction  in 
any  duty ;  but  I  do  say  that  that  would 
be  only  an  act  of  justice,  and  one  with 
which  some  future  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  must  deal.  I  think  the  House 
is  entitled  to  some  more  information  in 
regard  to  the  proposal  to  raise  thirty-five 
millions  by  way  of  loan.  I  remember  in 
the  autumn  session  the  right  hon.  Mem- 
l)er  for  West  Monmouth  declared  that  no 
proposal  had  ever  been  made  to  raise 
money  without  making  some  provision 
for  its  redemption.  I  was  astonished' 
that  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
made  no  such  provision  to-night.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  is  depending,  no 
doubt,  on  getting  some  of  the  money 
from  the  Transvaal.  Still,  I  think 
it  hardly  fair  to  borrow  thirty- 
five  millions  without  making  any 
provision  at  all  for  its  liquidation,  more 
especially  when  the  Sinking  Fund  is  to 
be  suspended  to  the  extent  of  four  millions 
this  year.  I  would  also  submit  that  the 
increase  of  our  ordinary  expenditure  is  so 
alarming  that  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer might  have  taken  a  still  bokler 
course    than    he    has    proposed    to   the 
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House.  In  his  Budget  statement  last 
year  he  stated  that  the  increase  in 
ordinary  expenditure  had  been  nineteen 
millions  in  foui'  years,  and  that  if  this  rate 
of  increase  is  to  continue  Parliament  and 
the  country  must  make  up  their  minds 
not  only  to  a  large  increase  in  the  exist- 
ing taxes,  but  also  to  the  discovery  of 
new  and  productive  sources  of  revenue. 
These  were  weighty  utterances,  and  I 
should  have  hoped  that  the  riffht  hon. 
Gentleman  would  have  come  a  little  nearer 
to  new  proposals  which  some  Chan- 
-cellor  of  the  Exchequer  must  deal  with. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  has  a  new 
source  of  revenue  lying  ready  to  his 
hand ;  and  if  it  is  not  tapped  by  him  it 
will  be  by  some  future  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer. It  has  already  been  indicated  that 
town  lands  ought  to  be  taxed.  [Lat^hter.]^ 
I  know  that  some  hon.  Members  look  upon' 
ibhat  as  a  visionary  proposal ;  but  all  pro- 
posals are  visionary  until  they  take  shape 
iind  form  ;  and  while  this  country  is  slow 
to  consider  new  methods  of  taxation  I 
think  the  House  will  find  that  the  country 
is  in  advance  of  the  opinions  of  politicians 
on  this  matter,  and  that  the  people  are 
ready,  and  will  press,  for  a  more  equitable 
distribution  of  taxation.  This  is  a 
matter  with  which  Parliament  will  be 
iorced  to  deal.  We  have  allowed  one 
class  in  the  country  to  shift  their  obliga- 
tions on  to  the  shoulders  of  others.  It 
was  done  by  Sir  Robert  Peel  in  the  case 
of  the  Corn  Laws,  and  it  was  done  by  the 
Agricultural  Rating  Act.  Here  let  me 
■say  there  is  another  source  from  which 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  might  draw, 
because  when  a  discussion  took  place  in 
this  House  on  the  taxation  of  town  lands, 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  said  that 
the  Agricultural  Rating  Bill  was  only 
^oing  to  last  for  ^\q  years.  I 
hope  it  will  not  be  renewed.  There 
again,  therefore,  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  might  look  for  a  source  of 
revenue.  This  question  is  one  of  enor- 
mous possibilities,  of  which  it  is  almost 
impossible  to  foresee  the  end.  We  know 
that  the  land  tax  is  levied  on  an  old 
valuation  of  1698,  and  that  it  is  4s.  in 
the  £,  on  that  valuation  ;  but  if  you  were 
to  put  the  tax  on  the  tnie  valuation  of  the 
land  it  would  bring  in  about  forty 
millions  per  annum.  Now,  there  is  a 
source  of  revenue  which  I  am  sure  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  will  feel 
^loeply  indebted  to  Members  on  this 
:side  of  the   House  for  bringing  before 
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him.  A  tax  of  28.  in  the  £  on  the  true 
value  of  land  will  bring  in  an  annual 
revenue  of  twenty  millions.  This  is  not 
the  time  to  discuss  the  question  of  the 
taxation  of  land  values — [Hon.  Members  : 
"Hear,  hear!"] — ^but  I  put  that  before 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchec^uer,  and  I 
say  that  any  gentleman  who  occupies  the 
position  whicn  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
does,  is  in  duty  bound  to  look  to  all  the 
available  sources  of  revenue,  especially 
when  the  country  is  met  with  a  large 
demand  on  its  taxable  capacity.  I  had 
hoped  that  the  proposals  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  would  have  been  more  suited 
to  the  temper  of  the  nation,  and  that  we 
should  have  had  a  bolder  scheme  of 
taxation  adapted  to  the  nation's  need,  and 
worthy  of  this  great  Empire. 

Mr.  COHEN  (Islington,  E.):  I  con- 
gratulate  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  on  the 
courageous  and  statesmanlike  Budget 
which  he  has  submitted  to  us  this  after- 
noon, and  I  entirely  approve  of  what 
I  consider  his  sound  decision  in  asking 
the  House  to  place  their  confidence  in 
him,  and  to  give  him  entire  liberty  in 
regard  to  the  placing  of  the  loan  he  pro- 
poses to  raise.  I  believe  the  House  and 
the  country  will  approve  of  his  desire  to 
attract  small  investors  to  become  fund- 
holders  of  the  State.  We  would  all  be 
^ad  if  small  investors  were  to  become 
more  of  fund-holders  and  less  of  deposi- 
tors. I  wish  to  say  a  word  on  behalf  of 
a  class  for  whom  we  have  not  heard  a 
word  to-day;  I  mean  the  income  tax 
payers.  I  do  not  wish  to  reduce  the 
demand  which  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  is  goin^  to  make  on  the 
millionaires  ana  the  rich  income  tax 
payers.  That  is  a  class  of  the  community 
which  neither  desen-es,  nor,  I  believe,  aska 
for  any  sjrmpathy.  But  there  is  no  class 
of  the  commimity  which  in  times  of  peace 
has  to  pay  to  the  State  a  thirtieth  of  its 
income,  and  in  times  of  war  a  twentieth 
of  its  income,  like  the  income  tax  payers. 
I  do  not  say  that  Is.  in  the  £  is  a  large 
income  tax  in  this  unhappy  war  period. 
I  entirely  approve  of  the  distribution 
which  the  Cfhancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
has  made  of  the  taxes  he  desires  to  impose. 
In  my  opinion  he  has  distributed  them 
equitably  on  all  classes  of  the  community, 
and  by  all  classes  of  the  community  >vill 
these  taxes  be  cheerfully  and  contentedly 
paid.     But  I  do  hope  that  when  my  right 


129 


J  Fays  and 


{5  March  1900} 


Means, 


130 


hon.  friend  occupies  the  position  he  now 
adorns  in  more  happy — I  cannot  say 
more  prosperous — times  he  will  remember 
that  he  has  now  added  4d.  in  the  £,  to 
that  tax. 

♦Mr.    MADDISON   (Sheffield,  Bright- 
side)  :  I  wish   to  refer  to  the  speech  of 
the   hon.    Member  for  Devonport,    who 
spoke  with  an  assurance   which  I   per- 
sonally envied  as  to  the  opinion  of  the 
working  classes  in   regard  to  this  war, 
and  the  payment  of  the  costs  of  this  war. 
I  do  not  deny  his  right  to  do  so,  but  I 
think  that  his  estimate  of  their  zeal  and 
enthusiasm  to  bear  the  burdens  of  this 
war    is  slightly  exaggerated.      To   him 
everything  seems  the  best  in  the  best  of 
all   possible  worlds.     Speaking  for  him- 
self, I  think  he  was  quite  right  to  do  so. 
I  should  probably  do   the  same   under 
similar    circumstances.      Still,  the    hon. 
Member,  who  had  described  the  anxiety 
of   the  working  classes  to  be  taxed  for 
the  war,  at  once  assured  the  right   hon. 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  that  he 
had  made  one  serious  mistake  in  increasing 
the   stamp  duty   on    produce  contracts. 
He  said  he  felt  sure,  8i>eaking  from  his 
own  experience  as  a  business  man,  that 
that  source  of  revenue  would  nearly  fail, 
because  it  was  not  absolutely  necessary 
to  make  these  contracts,  and  therefore  he 
said,  "You  may  be  sure  these  business 
men    will    not    pay    the    stamp  duty." 
Now,  I  think  that  is  an  exaltea  form  of 
patriotism  that  we    all   can  appreciate. 
With  all  respect  to  the  hon.  Member,  as 
the  representative  of  commercial  men — 
who,  it  seems,  will  dodge  the  duty   on 
produce  contracts  for  the  love  of  their 
country — I  regard  him  as  better  qualified 
to    speak    for     them      than      to    voice 
in     a     very      general      and      confident 
manner   the     opinion    of     the   working 
classes  of   the    country.     I   am  a  little 
agitated  about  the  peculiar  things  we  ^et 
on  this  side  of  the  House  occasionally. 
But  that  is  not  all.     The  hon.  Member, 
with  the  same  confidence,  expressed  his 
delight  that  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer had  depended  upon  the  regular 
revenue  producer.      There    is    financial 
reform  for  you  !     There  is  the  old  rut  if 
you  like  !     Let  the  broad  back  of  labour 
and  industry  bear  the  regular  burden  of 
the     revenue !        Good      sound      Tory 
economics  on    the    wrong    side  of    the 
House !      But  is  not    this    talk    about 
bearing  the  equality  of  the   burden   of 
this  war  a  little  fallacious  1     I  am  not 
going  to  say  for  the  moment  whether  the 
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benefits  received  from  this  war  will  be 
equal    over   all  classes;  but  look   for  a 
moment  as   to   whether  the  burden   of 
taxation    is    equal    under  ordinary  con- 
ditions.      If    it   is    taken    for  granted, 
as  the  hon.  Member  does,  that  the  present 
system    of    taxation     is     so    very    fair 
and  equal,  then  by  no  means  allow  the 
burden  on  the  regular  producer  of  revenue 
to  be  relieved.     But  I  submit  that  times 
like  these  might  be  used  by  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  for  striking  out 
on    some   new  and   permanent  lines   by 
which  you  might  readjust  the  burden  of 
taxation.     I  am  no  authority  on  finance, 
I  need  not  say  ;  but  there  are  illustrious 
predecessors     in     the     office — I    say    it 
sincerely — so  worthily  held  by  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  who  have  taken  times  of 
stress  for  proposing  reforms  which  have 
lasted  through  the  years  of  peace.     There 
is  not  a  man  in  this  House  who  heard  the 
able  statement  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man with  greater  pleasure  than  I  did.     I 
also  had  read  some  of  the  fantastic  pro- 
posals to  which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
referred.     But  there  are  hon.  Gentlemen 
on  the  other  side  of  the  House  who  have 
remedies  of  their  own  which  would  inter- 
fere with  the  trade  and  industry  of  the 
country,  and  I  therefore  was  very  pleased 
that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  not 
been  led  in  his  Budget  proposals  into  these 
dangerous    byeways.      This   question   of 
equality  of  burden  must  be  looked  at  a 
little  closer.    We  have  had  for  five  years 
the  great  advantage  of  a  Tory  Govern- 
ment with  a  powerful  majority.     ["  Hear, 
hear ! "  from   the  Grovernment  benches.] 
That  is  right ;  you  would  not  be  there  if 
you  did   not  agree   with   that.      But  I 
want  to  appeal  to  someone  else  besides 
hon.  and  right  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite. 
We  have  had  five  years  of  Tory  Govern- 
ment with  a  great  majority.     Well,  how 
many  taxes  have   l>eon   remitted  1     We 
have  been  told  over  and  ovor  again  that 
these  have  been  five  years  of  almost  un- 
exampled prosperity.     [Hon.  Members  : 
Hear,  hear  !]     Exactly  ;  our  great  trade 
has  grown    up    by  leaps    and    bounds; 
the  condition  of   affairs  has  been-  good. 
Well,  if  we  are  not  going  to  get  a  re- 
adjustment of  taxation  under  these  cir- 
cumstances, when  shall  we  get  it  ?     [An 
Hon.  Member:  There  is  no  taxation.] 
Sir,  I  am  in  the  House  of  Commons,  and 
not  in  a  debating  society  in  a  public- 
house.     I  say  we  nave  had  five  years  of 

unexampled  prosperity,  and,  with  the  one 

exception  of  the  miserable  failure  in  the 
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case  of  the  tobacco  duty,  not  a  single 
oenny  has  been  remitted  in  taxation. 
If  we  are  not  going  to  get  remission  of  I 
taxation  and  re-adjustment  of  burdens  in  ! 
times  of  prosperity,  when  are  we  going  to  ! 
get  them  1  This  is  a  very  serious  matter,  | 
but  it  is  not  half  the  case.  Not  only  has  , 
there  been  no  remission  of  taxation  or  a  \ 
lightening  of  the  burdens  on  the  bent  | 
back  of  a  single  labourer  in  this  London 
of  yours,  with  his  wages  of  XI  per  week, 
but  in  order  that  the  Government  might 
convince  the  working  man  absolutely  and  j 
completely  that  they  had  befooled  him  | 
with  their  promises,  they  are  actually  | 
giving  doles  to  the  richer  classes ; 
of  the  community.  A  large  part  i 
of  these  doles  are  going  to  the  | 
landowners,  and  the  Tory  Government  i 
have  actually  relieved  taxation  in  the  j 
very  places  where  they  ought  to  have  I 
increased  it.  After  all,  this  is  a  fitting  j 
conclusion  to  a  Government  like  this.  ' 
They  began  with  promises  to  the  working 
classes,  and  have  ended  with  burdensome  ! 
taxation  on  them.  When  I  listened  to  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman's  statement  there 
was  one  consoling  feature  in  it,  on  which  | 
we,  on  this  side  of  the  House,  can  con- ' 
gratulate  ourselves.  He  admitted  that  the 
right  hon.  Member  for  West  Monmouth  | 
by  his  great  Finance  Act  had  tapped  a ; 
source  of  revenue  that  would  never  have 
been  tapped  by  the  hon.Gentleman  opposite,  , 
and  that  there  was  this  year  an  mcrease  | 
of  £2,250,000  in  the  death  duties.  I ; 
venture  to  say  that  when  people  talk  ' 
about layingtheburdenof  taxation  equally,  t 
let  them  get  the  revenue  returns  and  see 
what  proportion  of  the  people  do  not 
come  under  the  death  duties  at  all.     The 

freat  masses  of  the  people  have  not  a 
undred  pounds  to  leave  when  they  die. 
These  are  the  real  Uitlanders.  They 
have  no  land  and  no  property,  and 
although  they  love  their  country,  it  is 
not  for  what  the  country  does  for 
them.  They  have  to  be  somewhere,  and 
they  are  here.  Yes;  and  it  is  that 
class  which  has  ultimately  to  bear 
the  burden  of  taxation.  The  capi- 
talist can  easily  adapt  himself 
to  almost  any  situation ;  but  the  work- 
man, and  especially  the  poor  workman 
not  protected  by  his  union,  for  whom  I 
am  particularly  speaking,  has  out  of  his 
misery  to  bear  the  equal  burden  of  a  war 
which  will  not  benefit  him  or  his  children 
one  penny,  and  from  which  you  will 
not  get  satisfaction  or  national  honour. 
This  is  a  capitalists'  war  ;    let  them  pay 
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for  it,  and  then  there  might  be  equality 
of  burden  with  equality  of  benefit.    The 
hon.  Member  for  North  Islington  said  that 
with  stable  and  just  government  in  the 
Transvaal    it   might    Dear  some   of   the 
cost  of  this  war.     Mr.   Hays  Hammond, 
a   great    authority,    used    pi-ecisely    the 
same  words.     But  what  did  he  say  would 
happen  ]    The  wages  of  the  Kaffirs  were 
to   be   reduced   by  half,  and  in  a  short 
time  the  wages  of  white  labour  would  be 
reduced  also.     My  class  cannot  own  gold 
mines,    they   can   only    work    in    them, 
and    that     is     the    result.       Now     the 
hon.    Member   for    Islington    is     going 
to  ask  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
to  remit  half  or  the  whole  of  the  death 
duties   in  the  cases  of  the  officers  who 
have  died  in  South  Africa.     The  chivalry 
of  our  officers  has  been  worthy  of  their 
traditions,  but  is  not  this  an  index  of  the 
spirit  of  the  times  when  hon.  Members 
become  enthusiastic  about  the  widows  of 
officers,  but  how  about  the  widow  of  the  Re- 
servist, who  may  never  have  received  more 
than  a  guinea  in  his  life  1     You  dragged 
him  away  to  fight  a  war  which  he  knew 
nothing  about,  and  you  give  his  widow  a 
mere  pittance.     I  am  astonished  that  the 
hon.  Member  could  make  such  a  sugges- 
tion   without     coupling    with     it     that 
some    substantial    assistance   should    be 
given  to  those  who,  of  all  the  sufferers 
by  this  war,  have  to   bear  the   heaviest 
burden.     The  taxation  of  this  country  is 
unequal  and  presses  hardest  where  it  can 
be  the  least  easily  borne,  and  when  hon. 
Gentlemen   talk  of  direct    and  indirect 
taxation  they  must  compare  taxation  with 
the  amount  of  income  a  man   receives. 
A  shilling  to  a  dock  labourer  in  London 
is   more  to   him   than   many  pounds   to 
some    Gentlemen    in   this    House.     The 
Transvaal  committed  the  crime  of  mak- 
ing gold  mines  pay,  but  you  not  only 
make  the  poor  of  this  country  pay  in 
bone  and  sinew  but  in  money  as  well.    It 
used  to  be  a  Liberal  tradition  that   in 
taxation  you  should  diflbrentiate  between 
necessities  and  luxuries,  and  in  this  respect 
I  think  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
might  have  avoided  what  I  must  respect- 
ful^ call  a  blot  on  his  Budget.    Tea  is  a 
necessity  of  the  poor,  and  not  alone  of  the 
poor,  but  their  children.     No  man  would 
like  to  see  a  child  drink  beer  or  whisky, 
but  all  are  glad  to  see  them  drink  tea, 
and  by  imposing  a  further  tax  upon  tea 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  has  laid  a  great 
burden  on  the  multitude  of  the  children 
of  the  poor,  who  have  to  suffer  silently. 
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heaving  no  voice  in  this  House.  If  there 
is  a  division  upon  the  proposed  extra  duty 
on  tea,  I  shall  vote  against  it. 

Mr.  J.  W.  WILSON  (Worcestershire, 
N.)  desired  to  congratulate  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  on  his  Budget  and  the 
manner  in  which  he  had  explained  it  to 
the  House.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
had  brought  home  the  fact  that  war  could 
not  be  made  without  taxation,  and  he  had 
distributed  that  taxation  in  a  very  fa  r 
wav.  One  of  the  best  checks  to  the 
patriotism  of  the  nation  was  that  a  war 
should  be  directly  connected  with  the 
taxation  of  the  country;  but  that  fact  had 
been  almost  forgotten  by  the  present  gene- 
ration. In  this  particular  case  the  nation  as  a 
whole  was  ready,  if  not  willing,  to  respond 
to  the  call  made  upon  it,  and  on  that 
account  it  was  exceedingly  satisfactory  to 
find  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had 
seen  his  way  to  raise  a  great  portion  of 
the  cost  of  this  war  by  direct  taxation, 
though  no  doubt  in  that  direction  he 
might  have  gone  a  great  deal  further. 
Speaking  of  the  conduct  of  the  colonies 
in  re^rd  to  the  war,  the  hon.  Gentleman 
hoped  that  it  would  not  be  long  before 
some  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  if  not 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  then  occupying 
the  position,  would  see  his  way  to  recog- 
nise the  loyalty  and  patriotism  of  the 
colonies  in  some  substantial  manner,  and 
suggested  that  colonial  loans  should  be 
constituted  trustees  securities. 

Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND  (Waterford) : 
My  contribution  to  the  debate  shall  be  of 
the  briefest  possible  character,  chiefly 
because  it  seems  to  me  that  very  few 
words  are  necessary  to  make  clearly 
understood  by  the  House  the  attitude  the 
Irish  Members  take  on  this  question.  I 
listened  with  considerable  interest  to  the 
speech  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Devon- 
port,  and,  like  the  hon.  Member  who  has 
spoken  from  this  side  of  the  House,  I  was 
rather  amused  at  the  confident  way  in 
which  he  spoke  of  the  desire  of  the  work- 
ing classes  to  bear  this  additional  taxa- 
tion. Of  course  I  have  no  right  and  no 
desire  to  speak  in  the  name  of  the  work- 
ing classes  of  this  country.  I  may  be 
allowed,  however,  to  say  this  :  If  I  were 
an  Englishman  or  an  English  Member 
who  approved  of  this  war  I  would  give  a 
hearty  support  to  the  Budget  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman.  I  do  not  believe,  for 
myself,  that  the  working  classes  of  this 
country,  speaking  of  them  as  a  whole,  do 
approve  of  this  war.     I  may  be  entirely 


^vrong  in  that ;  it  is  only  an  expression 
of  opinion,  but  it   is   some    consolation 
to    me,    holding  that    opinion,    to   hear 
speeches     like    that    delivered    by    the 
right    hon.    Gentleman   near    me,    who, 
as    far   as    I   can   make   out,    has   more 
right  and  title    to  speak   in  the   name 
of   the  working  classes  of  this  country 
than   the    hon.    Member  for  Devonport. 
The  position  of  Ireland  in  this  matter  is 
perfectly  plain.      We  are  asked  to  vote 
additional  taxation  in  order  to  carry  on  a 
war  which  the  overwhelming  majority  of 
the  Irish  people  regard  as  immoral  and 
unjust.     And  the  position  of  Irish  Meni- 
bers  in  this  House  would  be  ridiculous 
if  on  an  occasion  of  this  kind   they,  by 
every  means  in  their  power,  did  not  pro- 
test against  a  Budget  of  this  kind.     That 
is  the  first  position  we  take.      We  object 
to  this  additional  load  of  taxation,  because 
we  are  against  the  war,  and  on  that  broad 
ground  we  are  bound  by  voice  and  vote  to 
oppose  this  Budget,      feut.  Sir,   we  take 
another  ground  of  opposition  altogether. 
The  hon.  Member  who  has  spoken  just 
now  near  me  ridiculed  the  idea  that  the 
burden  of  taxation  fell  equally  upon  all 
classes  in  this  country.     If  that  be  true  of 
England,  it  is  still  more  true  of  Ireland. 
What  is  the  fact  ?    Of  the  total  taxation 
of  Great  Britain,  only  48  per  cent.,  as  I 
recollect  the  figures,  is  indirect  taxation, 
but  in  Ireland  the  proportion  of  indirect 
taxation  is  78  per  cent.    Therefore,  when- 
ever you  increase,  as  you  propose  by  this 
Budget,  the  taxation  in  the  way  you  now 
propose,  you  hit  the  poorer  classes  in  Ire- 
land to  a  larger  extent  than  you  hit  the 
poorer  classes  in  England.      Some   few 
years  ago  a  Royal  Commission   in   this 
country,       composed       of     the       most 
eminent    economists  and  statisticians   of 
the     day,     gave     a     verdict     on     the 
question     of     the    taxation    of    Ireland 
to  the  effect  that  Ireland  was  overtaxed 
to  the  extent  of  nearly  £3,000,000  a  vear. 
At  that /time  the  taxation  of  Ireland  was 
only  seven  and  a  half  millions.  During  the 
years  that  have  passed,  the  taxation  has 
steadily  increased.     This  session  during 
the  debate   on  the  Address  an  Amend- 
ment was  moved   raising  this  question, 
and  the  Chancellor  of  the  Elxchequer  in 
his  reply  founded   himself  upon  figures 
which  showed  that  the  total  taxation  of 
Ireland  was  something  over  J&8, 000,000  a 
year.     This  Budget  proposes  to  increase 
the  load  of  taxation  in   Ireland  to  over 
£9,000,000  a  year,  and  it  is  no  answer  to 
us  to  say  that  the   taxation    of   Great 
E  2 
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Britain   is  at  the  same  time  proportion- 
ately increased,  if  it  were  true :   because 
while  during  these  years   the  prosperity 
of  Great  Britain  has  increased  by  leaps 
and   bounds,  admittedly   the   prosperity 
of  Ireland  and  the  population  of  Ireland 
have  declined.      No   P^nglishman    could 
have  listened  without  a  thrill  of  pride  to 
the  statement   of  the   Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  as  to  the   enormous    strides 
in    industrial    activity    and     prosperity 
made     by     this     country     diu*ing     the 
last     few     years.      By    increasing    the 
taxation   on    spirits    you    are    perpetua- 
ting and  increasing  the  injustice  which 
originally   was     put     upon     Ireland     in 
1853  by  the  legislation  of  Mr.  Gladstone. 
At  that  time,  when  Ireland  was  suffering 
from  the  effects  of  the  famine,  which  had 
destroyed  her  prosperity  and  thinned  her 
population,  this    legislation,  at    one  fell 
swoop,  doubled  the  taxation.     From  that 
day  to  this  it  has  gone  on  from  bad  to 
worse ;  and  to-day  by  putting  this  addi- 
tional tax  on  Irish  spirits  you  arepei'p^uat- 
ing  and  increasing  this  injustice.  The  same 
thnig  applies  to  tea  and  to  the  increase 
in  the  tobacco  duty.     I  think  myself  that 
the  fairest  way  of  providing  the  cost  of 
this  war,  from  an  English  point  of  view, 
is  by  the  income  tax,  but  what    is  the 
position  in  Ireland  ?     It  was  first  applied 
to  Ireland    in   1853    by  Mr.  Gladstone, 
who  expressly  stated  that  it  was  only  to 
apply    to  Ireland    for    seven  years,  and 
that  during  those  seven  years  she  would 
get  compensation  for   the  imposition  of 
the  tax    by    the  consolidated  annuities. 
The  consolidated  annuities  amounted  to 
an     annual     payment     by    Ireland     of 
^£250,000  a  year,  and  the  first  year  the 
income  tax  was  applied  to  Ireland    she 
had  to  pay  half  a  million.     The  income 
tax    has  never    been    taken  off*  Ireland 
since,  although  something  like  30  millions 
of  money  has  been  raised  to  pay  that  tax 
in  the  country,  and  yet  there  is  now  a 
proposal  to  increase  it.     It  is  true  that 
the    amount   of    increased    income    tax 
raisetl  in  Ireland  by  these  proposals   is 
only  some  £300,000  or  £400,000  a  year, 
which  in  itself  is  a  proof  of  the  poverty 
of  the  country,  and  the  fact  that  this  has 
been    one  of  those  sources    of    income 
which  has  gone  on  diminishing  year  after 
year  is   another  proof   of  the  declining 
prosperity  of  the  country.     For  all  these 
reasons,   it  is  impossible  for  the    Irish 
Members  to  take  any  other  attitude  than 
that  of  irreconcilable  hostilitv    to   this 
Budget.     I  do  not  think  it  possible  that 
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any  occasion  could  arise  in  this  House 
which  could  mark  in  a  more  clear  and 
definite  way  the  position  of  Irish  Mem- 
bers and  the  position  which  Ireland  occu- 
pies in  this  country  than  that  there  are 
eighty-three  or  eighty-four  Irish  Mem- 
bers, out  of  a  total  of  100,  separating 
themselves  formally  from  the  polic}'  of 
the  Empire,  and  from  the  policy  of  the 
Government  of  the  Empire.  The  attitude 
of  Ireland  on  occasions  of  this  kind  ought 
to  teach  a  lesson  to  the  Unionist  poli- 
ticians. I  know  their  argument  is  that 
because  we  take  this  isolated  position, 
therefore  we  ought  not  to  be  given 
these  rights  of  self-government  which 
exist  in  the  colonies  ;  but  surelv  a 
more  reasonal)le  lesson  for  them  to  araw 
from  this  attitude  which  exists — I  am 
not  here  to  say  I  am  glad  it  exists,  I 
merely  point  to  it — is  to  say  that  the 
policy  which  put  an  end  to  that  state  of 
disaffection  and  isolation  in  the  colonies 
ought  to  be  applied  to  Irelend,  so  as  to 
brijig  an  end  to  that  state  of  affairs  in 
that  country.  Our  position  is  perfectly 
plain.  I  do  not  desire  to  prolong  the  de- 
bate. It  is  useless  beating  the  air  in 
this  manner.  We  know  that  we  are  face 
to  face  with  a  majority  of  150  on  that 
side  of  the  House,  eked  out  by  I  don't 
know  how  many  on  this.  We  know  we 
are  in  a  small  minority ;  we  are  a  voice 
crying  in  the  wilderness,  and  all  we  can 
do  is  to  make  that  voice  heard,  make  our 
protest,  and  make  our  position  perfectly 
plain.  There  is  nothing  to  be  gained  by 
simply  prolonging  the  debate  an  hour  or 
or  two  or  three,  and  I  content  myself 
with  the  few  words  I  have  said,  hoping 
that  we  may  be  able,  at  any  rate,  in  the 
division  lobby  on  each  of  these  resolutions 
to  explain  and  make  clear  to  the  country 
how  completely  Ireland  is  isolated  away 
from  the  general  sentiments  with  regard 
to  this  war,  and  how  completely  we  de- 
desire  to  perpetuate  the  protest  on  the 
question  of  the  over-taxation  of  Ireland. 
I  beg  to  move  this  Amendment  to  the  re- 
solution, "  To  leave  out  the  words  6d.  and 
insert  4d." 

*The  CHAIRMAN:  If  the  hon.  Meml>or 
moves  that  Amendment  now,  it  will  pre- 
clude the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchecjuer 
from  replying  to  the  points  raised  in  the 
course  of  the  debate. 

Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND  said  he  had 
no  desire  to  do  such  a  thing.  He  would, 
therefore,  withdraw  the  Amendment,  and 
move  it  at  another  time. 
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♦Sir  M.  hicks  BEACH  :  I  am  obliged  I 
to  the  hoH.  Gentleman  for  withdrawing 
the  Amendment.  There  are  very  few 
points  on  which  I  think  I  need  trouble 
the  Committee.  In  the  first  place,  I 
thank  the  Committee  generally  for  the 
manner  in  which  my  proposals  have  been 
received.  Of  course,  I  anticipated  criti- 
cism in  some  quarters,  and  particularly 
that  from  the  quarter  for  which  the  hon. 
Member  for  Waterford  speaks  there 
might  be  objection  to  certain  of  my  pro- 
posals. But  I  am  glad  to  find  that  there 
has  been  a  general  consensus  of  opinion 
that  the  pnnciples  upon  which  I  have 
acted  have  been  sound,  and  that  apart  from 
details,  on  which  we  never  enter  on  the 
first  evening  of  the  Budget  discussion, 
there  is,  generally  speaking,  approval  of 
my  scheme  of  new  taxation.  I  will  not 
attempt  to  enter  upon  the  very  large 
question  to  which  the  closing  remarks  of 
the  hon.  Member  for  Waterford  referred. 
The  attitude  of  Ireland  towards  the  rest 
of  the  United  Kingdom  is  unquestionably 
a  very  important  and  a  very  difficult 
subject,  and  it  raises  issues  which  have 
very  often  occupied  the  attention  of 
Parliament,  and  very  possibly  will  occupy 
it  again.  But  I  do  not  think  it  is 
quite  appropriate  to  an  ordinary  debate 
upon  the  introduction  otthe  Budget.  The 
hon.  Member  objects  to  my  proposals  of 
taxation,  first  on  the  ground  that  he  and 
his  friends  are  against  the  war.  That  is, 
of  course,  a  very  fair  ground  of  objection 
to  any  taxation  which  is  avowedly  in- 
tended for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on  the 
war ;  but  at  the  same  time  the  hon. 
Member  will  excuse  me  if  I  do  not 
enter  at  length  into  his  arguments, 
l)ecause  there  is  obviously  an  irreconcilable 
difference  of  opinion  between  us  on  the 
subject.  Then  he  went  on  to  say,  as  a 
further  objection  to  ray  proposals,  that 
they  were  unequal  to  Ireland  because 
of  the  great  increase  of  the  pros- 
perity of  England  and  the  ereat 
decrease  in  the  prosperity  of  Ireland. 
There  will  be  another  opportunity,  I 
understand,  Ufon  which  we  can  argue 
that  question ;  but  it  '  has  never  been 
proved,  at  any  rate  to  my  satisfaction, 
that  there  is  such  a  thing  as  a  decrease  of 
prosperity  in  Ireland. 

Mr.    JOHN    REDMOND:     Relative 
decrease. 

*SiR  M.  hicks  BEACH  :  Ah,  yes ; 
but  I  believe  the  prosperity  of  Ireland 
has  largely  increased  in  recent  years,  and 


when  the  proper  time  comes  I  think  I 
shall  be  able  to  show  some  facts,  and 
possibly  some  statistics,  in  proof  of  that 
assertion.  I  do  not  quite  see  why,  for 
instance,  such  thriving  industries  as 
exist  in  Belfast  and  its  neighbourhood, 
or  as  exist  in  Guinness  s  Brewery  and  in 
Jameson's  Distillery  in  Dublin,  should  be 
exempted  from  the  same  income  tax  which 
is  levied  in  P]ngland.  That  seems  to  me  to 
be  a  point  raised  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
which  there  is  no  logical  argument  what- 
ever. I  admit  that,  as  a  whole,  Ireland  is 
not  represented  by  industries  of  this  kind. 
As  a  whole,  Ireland  is  an  agricultural 
country,  but  there  are  large  parts  of 
England,  and  there  are  larger  parts  of 
h'cotland,  which  are  purely  agricultural 
also,  and  I  know  parts  of  Scotland  and 
the  Western  Islands  myself  which,  I  be- 
lieve, are  infinitely  poorer  than  any  part 
of  Ireland.  Really  this  question  is  one 
between  the  industiial,  so  to  speak,  part 
of  the  country  and  the  agricultural  part 
of  the  country,  much  more  than  between 
Ireland  and  England  and  Ireland  and 
Scotland,  or  anything  of  that  kind. 
However,  I  think  the  hon.  Member  will 
excuse  me  if  I  do  not  enter  further  into 
this  matter  to-night.  I  have  noted  two 
points  aflbcting  Ireland  which  have  been 
mentioned  in  the  course  of  the  debate  this 
evening  into  which  I  will  very  gladly  in- 
quire. The  hon.  Member  for  North  Louth 
asked  me  whether  I  would,  in  increasing 
the  duty  on  tobacco,  consider  the  removal 
of  any  restriction  which  would  prevent 
the  growing  of  tobacco  in  Ireland.  There 
is  nothing  1  should  be  more  glad  to  do 
than  to  encourage  the  growth  of  tobacco 
in  Ireland,  and  I  can  promise  the  hon. 
Member  that  if  this  matter  is  brought 
before  me,  as  I  hope  it  will  be  brought 
before  me,  by  the  Irish  Board  of  Agri- 
culture, I  will  most  readily  have  that 
matter  thoroughly  examined,  and  if  any- 
thing can  be  done,  and  I  daresay  possibly 
something  may  be  done,  consistently  with 
proper  regard  to  the  revenue  from 
tobacco,  to  remove  any  restriction 
which  would  prevent  the  growing  of 
tobacco  in  Ireland,  I  shall  very  gladly 
try  to  deal  with  the  matter.  The 
hon.  Member  for  West  Clare,  who  is 
interested  in  an  important  industry  in 
Dublin,  complained  bitterly,  as  I  under- 
stand, of  the  unfair  competition  of  foreign 
spirits  with  Irish  spirits.  I  am  no  lover 
of  foreign  spirits  at  all.  I  believe  that,  as 
a  rule,  they  are  comparatively  bad,  and  I 
am  glad  to  think  that  last  year  there  was 
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a  considerable  decrease  in  their  importa- 
tion into  this  country.     But  this  year  the 
importation   has  largely  increased  again. 
The   hon.  Member  complains  that  they 
come  into  unfair  competition  by  fraudu- 
lent  misrepresentation   with   spirits  dis- 
tilled  in  the  United   Kingdom.     If  the 
hon.    Member  will   be  good   enough   to 
have  the  details  of  his  complaint  placed 
before  me,  I  will  undertake   to  inquire 
into     it     and     see     whether     anything 
can   be    done.       The   hon.  Member   for 
Leicester    dealt    with     the    duties     on 
tobacco  and  tea,  and  pressed  me  for  some 
relaxation  of   the  duty   on  the  cheaper 
kinds  of   tobacco  and  tea,  and  some   in- 
crease of  the  duty  upon  the  dearer  kinds 
of  tobacco  and  tea.     That  would  be  prac- 
tically, I  suspect,    a  return  to   the   old 
system  of  ad  valorem  duties.     I  am  afraid 
the   system   of  ad  valorem   duties   with 
regard  to  articles  of  this  kind  has  been 
tried   thoroughly,  and   has   l>een  found 
impracticable  and    unworkable.      There 
are  distinctions,  of  course,  in  the  duty  on 
different  kinds  of  tobacco,  but  whether  it 
be  possible  to  alter  the  tariff  so  as  to  ex- 
tend those  distinctions  or  to  regulate  the 
matter  in  any  way  which  shalX  without 
causing  the  old  evils  to  arise  again,  give 
effect  to  the  hon.  Member *s  wish  that  the 
duty    on   tobacco,    which     certainly    is 
extremely  heavy  on  the  cheaper  kinds, 
shall  to  some  extent  vary  with  the  value 
of  the  article,  is  a  matter  on  which  I  am 
very  doubtful.  I  do  not  at  all  expect  that 
it  will  be  possible  to  do  anything  in  this 
Budget,    because   it    will    require    very 
great     consideration     and     consultation 
with     the    trade.       But     I    think    the 
present     system    may     be     capable    of 
some  alteration,  and  I  shall  be  glad,  at 
any  rate,  to  see  if  anything  can  be  done. 
With  tea,  I  think  it  would  be  more  diffi- 
cult. I  am  speaking  in  the  presence  of  hon. 
Members  who  understand  the  tea  trade 
much  better  than  I  do,  but  I  very  much  doubt 
whether  it  would  be  possible  to  introduce 
anything   like    ad    mloiem    duties    with 
regard  to  tea.     I  know  there  is  a  great 
difference  in  the  value  of  the  dearer  and 
cheaper  kinds  of  tea,  but,  as  I  said,  I  am 
afraid  such  a  system  has  been  thoroughly 
tried  before  and  found  wanting,  and  it 
would  not  do  to  return  to  it.     The  hon. 
Member  for  East  Edinburgh,   who   has 
evidently  given  much  study  to  financial 
subjects,  asked  me  whether  I   regretted 
the  reduction  of  the  fixed  debt  charge  by 
£2,000,000  last  year.  No,  Sir,  I  am  entirely 
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unrepentant.  Suppose  I  had  not  carried 
that  reduction,  two  millions  more  would 
have  been  expended  in  the  reduction  of  the 
National  Debt.  But,  as  a  matter  of  fact, 
the  two  millions  were  expended  in  paying 
the  expenses  of  the  war.  When  we  are 
at  war  it  is  pretty  well  time  to  cease 
paying  off  old  debts,  and  so,  for  the  same 
reasons  as  those  for  which  I  now  propose 
a  temporary  suspension  of  the  Sinking 
Fund  for  the  year,  I  am  bound  to  say  I 
am  glad  that  this  two  millions  went 
towaixis  the  expenses  of  the  war.  The 
hon.  Member  for  the  Aliercromby  Division 
of  Liverpool  criticises  not  very  favourably 
my  proposals  with  regard  to  tobacco. 
I  do  not  gather  that  my  hon.  friend  sug- 
gested that  I  could  have  made  any  other 
proposals  than  those  which  I  have  made. 
My  hon.  friend,  I  think,  said  he  was  well 
acquainted  with  the  tobacco  trade,  and 
that,  although  the  alteration  I  propose 
is  considerable,  yet  it  is  not  divisible 
among  the  consumers,  although  I  ahould 
have  thought  4d.  per  lb.  is  divisible 
among  small  fractions  of  a  lb.  I  do 
not  know  whether  my  hon.  friend  is  in 
the  House,  but  if  he  is  I  should  like  to 
know  whether  he  >vishes  me  to  consider 
the  question  of  adding  6d.  instead  of  4d. 
to  tobacco.  If  I  receive  any  representa- 
tions on  the  subject  from  those  interested 
in  the  industry,  and  if  it  can  be  shown  to 
me  that  the  change  would  be  better,  not 
only  in  the  interest  of  the  trade,  but  in 
the  interest  of  the  consumer,  of  course  I 
should  be  quite  raady  to  adopt  the  altera- 
tion. As  it  is,  I  think  I  must  agree  with 
the  remark  that  the  change,  as  it  had 
to  be  made,  is  equitable.  A  good 
many  Members  on  both  sides  of  the 
House  in  the  course  of  the  debate 
have  referred  to  the  future  imposition 
of  the  cost  of  the  war  on  the  Trans- 
vaal. Well,  Sir,  I  have  already  stated, 
in  October  last,  my  view  on  the  subject  as 
plainly  as  I  think  it  could  be  stated  in 
the  existing  state  of  affairs.  Our  troops 
are  not  in  the  Transvaal.  We  hope  for 
an  early  and  successful  conclusion  of  the 
war,  and  the  Committee  may  be  quite 
certain  that,  when  the  war  is  brought  to 
that  conclusion,  we  shall  not  forget — and 
least  of  all  I  shall  not  forget — anything 
that  has  been  said  as  to  the  relief  of  the 
taxpayers  of  this  country,  as  I  think  they 
ought  to  be  relieved  of  at  least  a  consider- 
able portion  of  the  cost  of  the  war.  [An 
Hon.  Member  :  The  whole  of  it.]  ^\  ell, 
if  possible,  the  whole  of   it.     I  think   I 


141 


Jraf/s  and 


{5  March  1900} 


Mcfois, 


U2 


cannot  add  anything  at  this  moment  to 
what  I  have  said  on  that  subject.  I  think 
it  would  be  quite  premature  to  do  what  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  West 
Monmouth  has  suggested,  and  to  state 
the  kind  of  security  we  should  take  for 
the  mode  in  which  the  payment  should  be 
Tnade.  All  that  will  have  to  be  settled 
when  the  proper  time  comes,  and  I  can 
only  say  now  that  it  shall  not  escape 
our  attention.  I  think  now  I  have 
alluded  to  the  piincipal  points  which 
seem  to  me  to  require  attention,  and  I 
have  only  to  express  the  hope  that  the 
Committee  will  be  good  enough  to  do 
what  is  invariably  done  on  these  occasions, 
on  the  first  night  of  the  Budget — namely, 
to  pass  the  resolutions  in  regard  to  the 
indirect  taxation  of  dutiable  subjects 
which  will  come  into  force  to-morrow 
morning,  and  I  shall  be  happy  to  arrange 
for  the  resumption  of  the  debate,  which 
could  probably  be  best  done  by  putting 
down  the  income  tax  resolution. 

Mr.  KEARLEY:  Will  you  kindly 
explain  what  is  meant  by  £1,900,000 
arrears  of  the  income  tax  1 

♦Sir  M.  hicks  BEACH  :  There  are 
always  considerable  arrears  in  the  quarter 
between  Ist  April  and  1st  July,  and  this 
XI, 900,000  will  be  the  arrears  of  the  addi- 
tional 4d.  for  1 900-1 901 .   The  taxation  be- 


longs really  to  1900-1901.  I  don't  know 
whether  I  might  also  ask  the  Committee 
I  to  pass  the  resolution  this  evening  with 
I  regard  to  the  loan.  If  there  is  no 
I  objection  to  that  it  would  be  more  con- 
:  venient,  because  it  would  enable  me  to 
make  the  necessary  arrangements  in  a 
,  matter  that  should  not  be  long  delayed. 
!  I  am  in  the  hands  of  the  Committee. 

I      xMr.    LABOUCHERE:     If    my    hon. 

friend  (Mr.  J.  Redmond)  proposes  to  move 

a  reduction  from  sixpence  to  fourpence 
'  with  regard  to  the  tea  duty,  1  shall  not 

be  able  to  support  the  Amendment. 
i  Under  these  circumstances  I  propose,  Sir, 
I  that  after  the  Amendment  of  my  hon.  fnend 
.  has  been  negatived  you  should  put  the  sub- 
!  stantive  resolution.  In  that  case  I  should 
I  not  vote  with  my  hon.  friend,  but  I  should 
I  subsequently   vote  upon   the    resolution 

itself. 

Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND  :  I  will  move 

the  reduction. 

I 

Amendment  proposed — 

**  To  leave  out  the  words  'six  pence,*  and 
I  insert  the  words  *foar  pence.*" — (Mr,  John 
I  Redmond,) 

I      Question  put,   "That  the  words    *8ix 
I  pence  *  stand  part  of  the  Question." 

The  Committee  divided : — Ayes,  209  ; 
Noes,  60.     (Division  List  No.  52.) 


Acland-Hood^Capt.  Sir  Alex.  F. 
Aoson,  Sir  William  Keynell 
Arch<lale,  Edward  Mervyn 
Amold-Forster,  Hugh  O. 
Atkinson,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Balfour,  Ht.Hn.A.J.(Manch'r) 
Banbury,  Fre<lerick  George 
Barry,KtHnAHSmith(Hunts 
Hartley,  Cieorge  C.  T. 
Beach,KtHn.SirM.H.(Bri9tol 
Beach.Kt.  Hn.  W.  \V.  B.  ( Hants) 
Beaumont,  Wentworth  C.  B. 
Beckett,  Ernest  William 
Bethell,  Commander 
BlnndeU,  Colonel  Henry 
Bonsor,  Henry  Cosmo  Orme 
Bousfield,  William  Robert 
Brodrick,  Rt.  Hon.  St.  John 
Bullard,  Sir  Harry 
Butcher,  John  George 
Campbell,  J.  H.  M.  (Dublin) 
Carlfle,  William  Walter 
Cavendi8h,V.C.  W.  (Derbysh.) 
Cayzer,  Sir  Cliarles  William 
Cecil,  Evelyn  (Hertford,  East) 
Cecil,  Lord  Hugh  (Greenwich) 
Chamberlain,  Rt  Hn.  J.  (Birm. ) 
Chamberlain,J.Aui!ten(Worc*r 
Chaplin,  Rt.  Hon.  Henry 
Charrington,  Spencer 
Chelsea,  Viscount 
Clare,  Octavius  Leigh 
Coghill,  Douglas  Harry 


AYES. 
Cohen,  Benjamin  Louis 
Collines,  Rt.  Hon.  Jesse 
ColomD,SirJohnCharlesReady 
Colston,  Chat.  Edw.  H.  Athole 
Cook,  Fred  Lucas  (Lambeth) 
Cooke.C.  W.  Radcliife(  Heref  d) 
Corbett.  A.Cameron  (Gla.<(gow) 
Comwallis,Fienne8  Stanley  W. 
CottonJodrell,  Col.  Edw.T.D. 
Cox,  Irwin  Edward  Bainbridge 
Cubitt,  Hon.  Henry 
Curzon,  Viscount 
Dalkeith,  Earl  of 
Denny,  Colonel 
Dorington,  Sir  John  Edward 
Doughty,  Geo™ 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Dunn,  Sir  William 
Everxhed,  Sydney 
Faber,  George  Denison 
Fellowes,  Hn.  Ailwyn  Edward 
Ferguson,  R.  C  Munro(Leith) 
Fergusson,Rt.Hn.Sir  J. (Man.) 
Finch,  George  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Firbank,  Joseph  Thomas 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
Flannery,  Sir  Fortescue 
Flower,  Ernest 
Forster,  Henry  William 
Foster,  Colonel  (Lancaster) 
Foster,  Harry  S.  (Suffolk) 
Fowler,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Henry 


Galloway  William  Johnson 
Gedge,  Sydney 

(;ibbs,Hn.A.G.  H.  (C.ofLond 
Giles,  Charles  Tyrrell 
Godson , Sir  AugustusFrederick 
Goldsworthy,  Major-General 
Gordon,  Hon.  John  Edward 
Grorst,  Rt.Hon.Sir  John  Eldon 
CJo8chen,RtHn.  G.  J.(St.Geo'8. 
Goschen,  George  J.  (Sussex) 
Goulding,  Edward  Alfred 
Graham,  Henry  Robert 
Gray,  Ernest  (West  Ham) 
Green.Walford  D.(  Wedn'sb'ry 
(Jreene,  H.  D.  (Shrewsbury) 
Gretton,  John 
Groville,  Hon.  Ronald 
Gull,  Sir  Cameron 
Haldane,  Richard  Burden 
Hamilton,  Rt.  Hon.  LordGeorge 
Hanbnry.Rt.  Hon.  Robert  Wm. 
Hanson,  Sir  Reginald 
Hardy,*  Laurence 
Heaton,  John  Henniker 
Henderson,  Alexander 
Hoare,  Ed.Brodie  (Hampstead 
Hoare,  Sir  Samuel  (Norwich) 
Hobhouse,  Henry 
Howard,  Joseph 
Howell,  William  Tudor 
Hozier,  Hon.  Jas.  Henry  Cecil 
Hubbaixl,  Hon.  Evelyn 
Hudson,  George  Bickersteth 
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Hutchinson,  Capt.G.W.Grice 
Jeffreys,  Arthur  Frederick 
Johnston,  William  (Belfast) 
Johnstone,  Heywood  (Sussex) 
Kay-Shuttleworth,RtHnSir  U 
Kearley,  Hudson  E. 
Kennaway,  Rt.  Hn.  Sir  J.  H. 
Kes>\'ick,  William 
Knowles,  Lees 
Lafone,  Alfred 

Lawrence,  Sir  E.  D.  (Comw'll) 
Lawrence,  W.  F.  (Liverpool) 
Lawson,  John  Grant  (Yorks) 
Lecky,  Rt.  Hn.  Wm.  Ed.  H. 
Leese,  Sir  J.  F.  (Accringbon) 
Leigh-Bennett,  Henry  Burrie 
J  Jewelyn,Sir  Dillwyn(Swansea 
Lockwood,  Lt.-Col.  A.  R. 
Long,  Rt.Hn.Walter(Liverp'l. 
Lopes,  Henry  Yarde  Buller 
Lome,  Marquess  of 
Lowe,  Francis  William 
Lowles,  John 
Loyd,  Archie  Kirkman 
Macartney,  W.  G.  Ellison 
Macdona,  John  Camming 
Maclure,  Sir  John  William 
M'Arthur,  Charles  (Liverpool) 
M*Arthur,  Wm.  (Cornwall) 
M'lver,  Sir  L.  ( Edinburgh, W.) 
M'Killop,  James 
Malcolm,  Ian 
Martin,  Richard  Biddulph 
Massey-Main  waring,  Hn.  W.  F. 
Mel  lor,  Colonel  (Lancashire) 
Middlemore,  John  T. 
Milward,  Colonel  Victor 
Monckton,  Edward  Philip 


Abraham,  Wm.  (Cork,  N.E.) 
Austin,  M.  (Limerick,  W.) 
Bay  ley,  Thoi«»as  (Derbyshire) 
Billson,  Alfred 
Blake,  Edward 
Broad  hurst,  Henry 
Caldwell,  James 
Channing,  Francis  Allston 
Crilly,  Daniel 
Crombie,  John  William 
Dalziel,  James  Henry 
Dewar,  Arthur 
Doogan,  P.  C. 

Douglas,  Charles  M.  (Lanark) 
Engledew,  Charles  John 
Fitzmaurice,  Lord  Edmond 
Fox,  Dr.  Joseph  Francis 
Healy,  Timothy  M.  (N.  Louth) 
Holland,  William  Henry 
Humphreys-Owen,  Arthur  C. 
Jameson,  Major  J.  Eustace 


{COMMONS} 

Montagu,Hon.  J.Scott  (Hants) 
More,  R.  J.  (Shropshire) 
Morrell,  George  Herbert 
Morrison,  Walter 
Morton,  A.  H.  A.  (Deptford) 
Moulton,  John  Fletcher 
Murray,RtHnA.Graham(Bute 
Murray,  Chas.  J.  (Coventry) 
Murray,  Col.  Wyndham  (Bath 
Newdigate,  Francu*  Alex. 
Nicol,  Donald  Ninian 
Oldroyd,  Mark 
Orr-Ewing,  Charles  Lindsey 
Palmer, Sir  Chas.  M.(DurhLam) 
Palmer,GeorgeWm.  (Reading) 
Pease,  Herbert  Pike(  DarlingtJi 
Penn,  John 

Phillpotts,  Captain  Arthur 
Pierpoint,  Robert 
Pilkington,R.(Lancs.,Newton) 
Piatt- Higgins,  Frederick 
Pollock,  Harrj^  Frederick 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Pretjrman,  Ernest  George 
Purvis,  Robert 
Pym,  C.  Guy 
Quilter,  Sir  Cuthbert 
Rankin,  Sir  James 
Rentoul,  James  Alexander 
Richardson,  Sir  T.  (Hartlep'l) 
Rickett,  J.  Compton 
Ridley,Rt.Hn.SirMatthew  W. 
Ritchie,  Rt.  Hon.  C.  Thomson 
Robertson,  Herbert  (Hackney) 
Rothschild,  Hon.  Lionel  W. 
Round,  James 
Russell,  T.  W.  (Tyrone) 
Rutherford,  John 

NOES. 

Jones,  Wm.  (Carnarvonshire) 
Kilbride,  Denis 
Langley,  Batty 
Lawson,  Sir  W.  (Cumb'land) 
Leng,  Sir  John 
Lough,  Thomas 
Macaleese,  Daniel 
MacDonnell,DrMA  (Queen'sC 
M'Crae,  George 
M*Dermott,  Patrick 
M'Liren,  Charles  Benjamin 
Mendl,  Sigismund  Ferdinand 
Mollov,  Itemard  Charles 
O'Brien,  Patrick  (Kilkenny) 
O'Connor,  Arthur  (Donegal) 
O'Connor,  T.  P.  (Liverpool) 
O'Malley,  William 
Pease,  Joseph  A.  (Nor thumb. 
Philipps,  John  Wynford 
Power,  Patrick  Joseph 
Provand,  Andrew  Dry  burgh 
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Ryder,  John  Herbert  Dudley 
Sandys,  Liet.-Col.  Thos.Myle8 
Sassoon,  Sir  Edward  Albert 
Seely,  Charles  Hilton 
Shaw-Stewart,  M.H.  (Renfrew 
Simeon,  Sir  Harrington 
Sinclair,  Louis  (Romford) 
Smith,  Abel  H.  (Christchureh) 
Smith,  James  Parker(Lanark8. 
Smith,  Hon.  W.  F.  D.  (Strand) 
Stevenson,  Francis  S. 
Stewart.SirMark  J.  M*Ta>2jgart 
Stone,  Sir  Benjamin 
St^rauss,  Arthur 
Sturt,  Hon.  Humphry  Napier 
Thorburn,  Sir  Walter 
Tollemache,  Henry  James 
Tomlinson,  Wm.  Etlw. Murray 
Tritton,  Charles  Ernest 
Usborne,  Thomas 
Warr,  Au<pistns  Frederick 
Webster,  Sir  Richar<l  E. 
Welby,Lt.-Cl.  A.C.  E(Taunton 
Welby,Sir  CharlesG.  E.(  Notts. 
Wentworth,  Bruce  C.  Vernon- 
Williams,  Jo*»ephPowell(Birm. 
Willox,  Sir  Joiin  Archibald 
WOson,  John  (Falkirk) 
Wilson,  J.  W.  ( Worcestersh.N . ) 
Wilson-Todd,  W.  H.  (Yorks.) 
Wodehouse,  Rt.  Hn.  E.  R  (Bath 
Wortley,  Rt.  Hn.  C.  B.  Stuart- 
Wyvill,  Marraaduke  D'Arcy 
Young,  Commander  (Berks,E.) 

Tellers  for  the  Ayes—SIt 
William  Walrond  and  Mr. 
Anstruther. 


Redmond,  John  E.  ( Waterford 
Redmond,  William  (Clare) 
Richardson,  J.  (Durham,  S.E.) 
Roberts,  John  H.  (Denbighs.) 
Runciman,  Walter 
Samuel,  J.  (Stockton-on-Tees) 
Shaw,  Thomas  (Hawick  B.) 
Smith,  Samuel  (Flint) 
Souttar,  Robinson 
Stead  man,  William  Charles 
Sullivan,  Donal  (Westmeath) 
Tanner,  Charles  Kearns 
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Trevelyan,  Charles  Piulips 
Wallace,  Robert 
Walton,  Joseph  (Bamsley) 
Wilson,  John  (Go van) 
Woodhou8e,SirJ.T.(H'dd'rsrd 
Tellers   for  the    Noks — 

Captain    Donelan  and  Mr. 

Mskddison. 


Main  Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided  : — Ayes,  223 ;  Noes,  48.     (Division  List  No.  53.) 


Acland- Hood, Capt.  Sir  Alex.  F. 
Anson,  Sir  William  Reynell 
Archdale,  Eidward  Mervyn 
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Atkinson,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
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Hartley,  George,  C.  T. 
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Beach, Rt.Hn.SirM.H(  Bristol)  : 
Beach,  Rt.  Hon.  W.W.B(  Hants  | 
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CV>nin*f8,  i;t.  Hon.  Jesse 
CV>lonib,  Sir  J.  C.  Ready 
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Goschen,  George  J.  (Sussex) 
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(rraham,  Henry  Robert 
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iireen,W.  D.  (Wednesbury) 
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(tretton,  John 
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Hamilton,  Rt.  Hon.  Lord  G. 
Hanbury,  Rt.  Hon.  Rbt.  Wm. 
Haiison,  Sir  Reginald 
Hardy,  Laurenpe 
Heaton,  John  Henniker 
Henderson,  Alexander 
Hoare,  Ed.  Bro<lie(Hampstead 
Hoare,  Sir  Samuel  (Norwich) 


Hobhouse,  Henry 
Holland,  William  Henry 
Howard,  Joseph 
Howell,  William  Tudor 
Hozier,  Hon.  JamesHenry  Cecil 
Hubbard,  Hon.  Evelyn 
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Lockwood,  Lt.Col.  A.  R. 
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Lopes,  Henry  Yarde  Buller 
Lome,  Marquess  of 
Lowe,  Francis  William 
Lowles,  John 
Loyd,  Archie  Kirk  man 
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Macdona,  John  Gumming 
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Malcolm,  Ian 
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Monckton,  Edward  Philip 
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Morrison,  Walter 
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Palmer,  Geo.  Wm.  (Reading) 
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Piatt- Higgins,  Frederick 
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Quilter,  Sir  Cuthbert 

Rankin,  Sir  James 
Rentoul,  James  Alexander 
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Richardson,SirTho».  ( Hartlep'l 
Rickett,  J.  Compton 
Ridley,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  M.  W. 
Ritchie,  Rt.  Hon.  C.  Thomson 
Robertson,  Herbert  (Hackney 
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RusselJ,  T.  W.  (Tyrone) 
Rutherford,  John 
Ryder,  John  Herbert  Dudley 

Sandys,  Lieut. -Col.  T.  Myles 
Sas.«>oon,  Sir  Edward  Albert 
Seely,  Charles  Hilton 
Shaw,  Thomtis  ( Hawick  B.) 
Shaw-Stewart,  M.H.  (Rpfrw.) 
Simeon,  Sir  Barrington 
Sinclair,  Louis  (Romford) 
Smith,  Abel  H.  (Christchurch) 
Smith,  James  P.  (Lanarks.) 
Smith,  Hon.  W.  F.  D. (Strand) 
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Stone,  Sir  Benjamin 
Strauss,  Arthur 
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Wilson,  John  (Falkirk) 
Wilson,  J.  W.  ( Worcestersh,N. ) 
Wilson-Todd, Wm.  H.  (Yorks) 
WodehouHe,Rt.Hn.E.R.  (Bath 
Wood  house,  Sir  J .  T.  ( Hudders. 
Wortley,  Rt.  Hon.C.  B.Stuart- 
Wyvill,  Marmaduke  D'Arcy 

Young,Conmiander  (Berks,  E.) 


Tellers  for  the  Ayes— 
Sir  William  Walrond  and 
Mr.  Anstruther. 
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Abraham,  W.  (Cork,N.E.) 
Austin,  M.  (Limerick,  W.) 
Bayley,  Thomas  (Derbyshire) 
Billson,  Alfred 
Hlake,  Edward 
Caldwell,  James 
Channing,  Francis  Allston 
Crilly,  Daniel 
Dalziel,  James  Henr>- 
Donelan,  Captain  A. 
Doogan,  P.  C. 

Donglas,  Charles  M.  (Lanark) 
Engledew  Charles  John 
Fitzmaurice,  Lord  Edmond 
Fox,  Dr.  Joseph  Francis 
Healy,  Timothy  M.  (N.  Louth 
Humphreys-Owen,  Arthur  C. 
Jamei«on,  Major  J.  Eustace 


NOES. 

Kilbride,  Denis 

Lawson,  Sir  \V.  (Cumberland) 

Leng,  Sir  John 

Macaleese,  Daniel 

MacDonnell,Dr.  M.  (Queen's  C 

M*Dermott,  Patrick 

Maddison,  Fred. 

Mendl,  Sigismund  Ferdinand 

Molloy,  Bernard  Charles 

Moulton,  John  Fletcher 

O'Brien,  Patrick  (Kilkenny) 

O'Connor,  Arthur  (Donegal) 

O'Connor,  T.  P.  (Liverpool) 

O'Malley,  William 

Pease,  Joseph  A.  (Northumb.) 

Philipps,  John  Wynford 

Power,  Patrick  Joseph 

Provand,  Andrew  Dry  burgh 


Redmond, John  E.(Waterford) 
Redmond,  William  (Clare) 
Roberts,  John  H.  (Denbi^lis.> 
Runciman,  Walter 
Samuel,  J.  (Stockton-on-Tees> 
Souttar,  Robinson 
Steadman,  William  Charlen 
Sullivan,  Donal  (We»tmeatli> 
Tanner,  Charles  Keams 
Thomas,  Alfred(Glamorgan,  E. 
Trevelyan,  Charles  Philips 
Wil8on,FrederickW.(Norfolk> 

Tellers  for  the  Noes— 
Mr.  Labouchere  and  Mr. 
Broadhnrst. 


Resolved,  That  in  lieu  of  the  duty  of 
customs  now  pa3'able  on  tea,  there  shall 
be  charged,  levied,  and  paid  on  and  after 
the  sixth  day  of  March,  nineteen  hundred, 
and  until  the  first  day  of  August,  nineteen 
hundred  and  one,  the  following  duty  (that 
is  to  say) — 

£   s.  d. 

Tea       the  pound     0    0    6 

Tobacco. 

2.  Motion  made,  and  Questiorl  pro- 
posed, "  That  in  addition  to  the  duties  of 
customs  now  payable  on  tobacco  imported 
into  Great  Britain  or  Ireland,  there  shall, 
on  and  after  the  sixth  day  of  March, 
nineteen  hundred,  and  until  the  first  day 
of  August,  nineteen  hundred  and  one,  be 
charged,  levied,  and  paid  the  following 
duties  (that  is  to  say) : — 

£   s.  d. 
Tobacco,  manufactured,  namely  : — 
Cigars     .»        the  pound 


0    0    6 


Cavendish 


h^  !. °'  °.'^}"'« p"""**  0  ^  ^ 


Cavendish    or  negro- j 
head,  manufactured  Vthe  pound 
in  bond  ...  I 


0    0    5 


Other     manufactured).!  ^  ,^„„  1      a    a    k 
fnl-,^..  Hheiwund      0    0    5 


tobacco 


/' 


Snuff  containing  more< 
than  thirteen 
pounds  of  moisture  K,  ^ 

in    every  one  hun- 1        * 
dred  pounds  weight 
thereof 


0    0    5 


Snuff  not  containing^ 
more  than  thirteen 
pounds  of  moisture 
m  every  one  hun- 
dred pounds  weight 
thereof        


the  pound     0    0    6 


Tobacco,  unmanufactured,  namely  : — 

Containing  ten  pounds^ 
or  more  of  moisture  I 
in    every     hundred  j-the  pound 
pounds   weightl 
thereof        J 

Containing  less   than"! 
ten       pounds       of  I 
moisture    in    every  >the  pound 
one  hundred  pounds  I 
weiffht  thereof      ...I 


£   8.  d. 
0    0    4 


0    0     4 


I   I 


— (Mr,  Clumcellar  of  fhe  Exchequer,) 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND  (Clare, 
E.) :  I  beg  to  move  to  leave  out  "  five- 
pence  "  and  insert  "  one  penny  "  in  the 
clause  relating  to  tobacco  manufactured 
in  bond.  I  do  not  object  at  all  to  that 
part  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's  resolu- 
tion dealing  with  tobacco  which  proposes 
to  put  a  tax  of  6d.  on  imported  foreign 
cigars  That  appears  to  me  to  be  a 
luxury  which,  I  think,  those  who  indulge 
in  can  very  well  afford  to  pay  for.  I  am 
sorry  also  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
has  not  pursued  more  generally  the 
policy  of  taxation  of  luxuries.  In  deal- 
ing with  this  resolution  I  do  not  suppose 
I  would  be  quite  in  order  to  refer  to  it, 
but  I  must  say  that  when  spirits,  and  more 
particularly  beer,  the  drink  of  the  people 
of  this  country,  is  taxed,  and  we  find 
absolutely  not  a  single  peimy  of  additional 
taxation  is  put  on  foreign  wines,  it  is  a 
very  extraordinary  thing.  I  think  it 
would  be  only  a  fair  and  reasonable  pro- 
vision that  some  tax  should  be  put  on 
foreign  wines,  which  are  only  taken  by 
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the  wealthier  classes.  Toltacco  ia  perhaps 
the  only  luxury  which  is  indulged  in  hy 
the  masses  of  the  people.  Toliacco  is 
the  very  last  article  of  consumption 
which  ought  to  hai'e  been  siil)jected  to  a 
tax  of  this  kind.  I  do  not  go  into  the 
oiitises  which  have  rendered  this  fresh 
tiixation  necessary,  but  I  do  think  that  it 
in  a  hard  thing  upon  the  masses  of  this 
enormously  wealthy  country,  when 
millions  upon  millions  have  to  l>e  raised 
for  the  purpose  of  defraying  the  cost  of  a 
war  in  which  I  do  not  believe  the  work- 
ing people  of  the  country  take  so  much 
interest  as  is  imagined,  that  u  tax  should 
he  put  upon  tobacco.  \\'hy  does  not  the 
i-ight  hoii.  Gentleman  put  a  heavier  tax 
than  he  proposes  to  put  on  imported 
foreign  cigars  1  Gentlemen  who  can 
alTord  to  pay  la..  Is.  6d.,  and  2s.  for  a 
cigar  which  takes  ten  miimtes  to  smoke 
CHii  very  well  afford  to  pay  additional 
taxation ;  but  it  is  rather  hard  upon  a 
working  man  who  can  ill  spare  very 
often  a  few  pefice  to  buy  half  an 
ounce  of  shag  to  find  that  he  is 
called  upon  to  bear  a  large  share  of  the 
taxation  of  this  war.  As  the  hon. 
ilember  for  Devonport  pointed  out — 
and  it  was  the  oidy  thing  he  said  with 
which  I  concurred — this  additional  taxa- 
tion will  he  made  to  come  upon  the  con- 
sumer. Some  time  ago,  when  the  tax  upon 
tobacco  was  remitted  to  some  extent,  the 
whole  of  that  went  to  the  retailer  and 


not  to  the  eonsiimer.  No  one  discoi'ered 
any  decrease  in  the  price  of  tol>acco  over 
the  counter  at  the  time  the  tax  was  taken 
off.  In  regard  to  the  paying  of  the  ex- 
pense of  the  war,  I  wish  to  remind  the 
House  that  when  the  war  broke  out  the 
Government  of  the  Kepublic,  from  Pre- 
sident Ki-uger  down  to  the  huml)lest 
official,  all  reduced  their  salaries  to  one- 
seventh  of  what  they  were.  I  think  it 
would  be  a  noble  spectacle  to  the  masses 
of  the  people  of  this  country,  who  are 
called  upon  to  pay  additional  taxation  on 
tea  and  tobacco,  if  a  heroic  and  jiatriotic 
sacrifice  were  made  l)y  Her  Majesty's 
Government  in  the  same  manner,  each  of 
whom  could  get  on  very  well  until  thia 
war  ia  over  with  £500  instead  of  £5,000. 
However,  I  suppose  that  is  too  much  to 
expect,  and  all  I  can  do  is  to  enter  my 
protest  against  this  increase  in  the  tax  on 
tobacco. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  Yinen  9  and  10  (r.avendish  or  negrolieiLd, 
innniifactured  in  bom),  the  pounil),  to  leave  out 
the  words  '  live  pence,'  and  innert  the  words- 
'one  penny.'  " — {Mr,  }yilliaia  litdmond.) 

Question  put,  "  That  the  words  *  five 
pence  '  stand  part  of  the  Question." 

The  Committee  divided  :— Ayes,  247  ; 
Noes,  30.     (Division  List  No.  54.) 


AYEB. 

Aclaail-Hood,Capt.SirAlex.P.  ;  C'arlile,  WUliam  Walter 
.\n«on.  Sir  William  Keynell     |  Caiiston,  Ulcliard  Kniglit 

.W.lDerhTBh.) 
Ties  William     I 

lenford,  East) 


h(Gre 


■id.) 


:.Hn.J.(ltirm.) 
\u»tentWorcr 

lenrer 

irharles  Ready 
klw.  H.  Athole 
»B  (Lambeth) 
IcIiffelHeref'd) 
iron  ■(.ila.t;<ow) 
noaMtanleyW. 
•ol.Edw.  T.D. 
itrd  ItMnbridge 
A'ilham 

It 
if 


Dewar,  Artlinr 
DoringUiD,  Sir  John  EdwanI 
Doughty,  George 
Douglas,  Ht.  Hon.  A.  Akera- 
Douglan,  Charles M.  (Unark) 
Dunn,  Kir  William 
Etumott,  Alfred 
Evemlied,  Sydney 
Fabor,  George  Denison 
Fellowes,  Hon.  Ailwyn  Edw. 
Ferguson,  It.  C.  Munro(ljeith> 
Fergus.wn  ,Kt.  Hn-SirJ .( Man. ) 
Finuh,  Georgv  H. 
Finlay.  Sir  Koliert  ItannatjTie 
Firbank,  Josepli  Thomas 
Fislier,  William  Hay  ex 
Fitzmanrice,  Lord  Edniond 
Klannery,  Sir  Fortescne 
Flower,  tmest 
Forster,  Henry  William 
Foster,  Colonel  (Lancaster) 
Faster,  Han^  S.  (Sufto)k) 
Galloway,  William  Johnson 
Gedge,  Sydney 

Gibb,Ha.A.G.H.(Cityofl«n> 
Giles,  Charles  Tyrrell 
Godson,  Sir  Aiieustus  F. 
Golds  worthy,  Major-General 
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Grordon,  Hon.  John  Edward 
(Torstjit.  Hon.  Sir  John  Eldon 
(;oHchen,Rt.Hn.(;.J.(St.Geo's) 
(xoschen,  George  J.  (Sushcx) 
Goulding,  Edward  Alfred 
(graham,  Henry  Robert 
Gray,  Ernest  (West  Ham) 
Green, Walford  D.(Wedn'8b'r>' 
Greene,  H.  D.  (Shrewsbury) 
Gretton,  Jolm 
Greville,  Hon.  Ronald 
Grey,  Sir  Edward  (Berwick) 
(4ull,  Sir  Cameron 
(iurdon,  Sir  W.  Brampton 
Haldane,  Richard  Bunion 
Hamilton,  Rt.  H  n.  Lord  George 
Han  bury,  Rt.  Hn.  Robt.  Wm. 
Hanson,  Sir  Reginald 
Hardy,  Laurence 
Hay ne, Rt.  Hon.  Charles  Seale- 
Heaton,  John  Henniker 
Henderson.  Alexander 
Hoare,  E.  Brodie  (Hampstead) 
Hoare,  Sir  Samuel  (Norwich) 
Hobhouse,  Henry 
Holland,  William  Henry 
Howard,  Joseph 
Howell,  William  Tudor 
Hozier,  Hon.  J.  Henry  Cecil 
Hubbard,  Hon.  Evelyn 
Hud»on,  George  Bickerateth 
Hutchinson,  Capt,  G.  W.  G.- 
Jeffreys, Arthur  Frederick 
Johnston,  William  (Belfast) 
Johnstone,  Heywood  (Sussex) 
Jones,  William  (Carnarvonsh. 
Kay-Shuttleworth,Rt  HnSirlJ 
Kennaway,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  J.  H. 
Keswick,  William 
Kimber,  Henry 
Knowles,  Lees 
Lafone,  Alfred 
Langley,  Batty 
Lawrence,SirE,Duming-  (Com 
Lawrence,  Wm.  F.  (Liverpool) 
Lawson,  John  Grant  (Yorks.) 
Lecky,  Rt.  Hon. William  E.  H. 
Leese,  Sir  J.  F.  (Accrington) 
Leigh-Bennett,  Henry  Currie 
Leng,  Sir  John 

Llewelyn,SirDillwyn-(Sw'8ea) 
Lockwood,  Lt.-Col.  A.  R. 
Long,Rt  HnWalter(Liverpool) 
Lopes,  Henry  Yarde  Buller 
Lome,  Marquess  of 
Lowe,  Francis  William 


{COMMONS} 

Lowles,  John 
Loyd,  Archie  Kirkman 
Macartney,  W.  G.  Ellison 
Macdona,  John  Cumming 
Maclure,  Sir  John  WUliiun 
M* Arthur,  C.  (Liverpool) 
M'Arthur.William  (Cornwall) 
M*Crae,  George 
M'lver,  Sir  L.  (Edinburgh,W.) 
M'Killop,  James 
Malcolm,  Ian 
Martin,  Richard  Biddulph 
Massey-Main  waring,Hn.  W.  F. 
Mellor,  Colonel  (Lancashire) 
Mendl,  Sigismund  Ferdinand 
Middlemore,  J.  Thi*ogmorton 
Mil  ward,  Colonel  Victor 
Monckton,  Edward  Philip 
Montacu,  Hn.  J.  Scott  (Hants) 
More,  R.  J.  (Shropshire) 
Morrell,  George  Herbert 
Morrison,  Wailter 
Morton,  A.  H.  A.  (Deptford) 
Morton,  E.  J.  C.  (Devonport) 
Moulton,  John  Fletcher 
Murray,  Rt.  Hn.  A.  G.  (Bute) 
Murray,  Chaa.  J.  (Coventry) 
Murray,  Col.  W^yndham  (Bath) 
Newdigate  Francis  Alexander 
Nicol,  Donald  Ninian 
Oldroyd,  Mark 
Orr-Ewing,  Cliarles  Lindsay 
Palmer,  Sir  C.  M.  (Durham) 
Palmer,  (ieorge  W.  (Reading) 
Pease,  H.  Pike  (Darlington) 
Pease,  Joseph  A.  (Northumb. 
Penn,  John 

Philipps,  John  Wynfonl 
Phillpotts,  Captain  Arthur 
Pier  point,  Robert 
Pilkmgton,  R.( Lanes  Newton) 
Platt-Hi^gins,  Frederick 
Pollock,  Harry  Frederick 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Pretyman,  Ernest  George 
Pr«>vand,  Andrew  Dry  burgh 
Pryce- Jones,  Lt.-Col.  Edw. 
Purvis,  Robert 
Pym,  C.  (;uy 
Quilter,  Sir  Cuthbert 
liankin,  Sir  James 
Rentoul,  James  Alexander 
Richardson,  J.  (Diu'ham,  S.E.) 
Richardson,  Sir  T.  (Hartlep'l) 
Rickett,  J.  Compton 
Ridley,Rt.Hn.SirMatthewW. 
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Ritchie,  Rt.  Hon.  C.  Thoniaon 
Robertson,  Herbert( Hackney) 
Rothschild,Hon.  Lionel  Walter 
Round,  James 
Runciman,  Walter 
Russell,  T.  W.  (Tyrone) 
Rutherford,  John 
Ryder,  John  Herbert  Dudley 

Samuel,  J.  (Stockton-on-Tees) 
Sandys,  Lt.-Cofl.  Thos.  Myles^ 
Seely,  Charles  Hilton 
Shaw,  Thomas  (Hawick  B.) 
Shaw-Stewart,  M.  H.  (Renfrew) 
Simeon,  Sir  Harrington 
Sinclair,  Capt.  J.  (Forfarshire^ 
Sinclair,  Louis  (Romford) 
Smith,  Abel  H.  (Christchurclu 
Smith,  Jas.  Parker  (Lanarks.) 
Smith,  Hon.  W.  F.  D.  (Strand  i 
Soames,  Arthur  Wellesley 
Souttar,  Robinson 
Stevenson,  Francis  S. 
Stewart,  Sir  M.  J.  M*Taggart 
Stone,  Sir  Benjamin 
Strauss,  Arthur 
Sturt,  Hon.  Humphry  Napier 
Thomas,  A.  (Glamorgan,  E.) 
Thorbum,  Sir  Walter 
Thoraton,  Percy  M. 
Tollemache,  Henry  James 
Tomlinson,Wm.  Edw.  Murray 
Trevelyan,  Charles  Philips 
Tritton,  Charles  Ernest 

Usborne,  Thomas 

Walton,  Joseph  (Bamsley) 
Warr,  Augustus  Frederick 
Webster,  Sir  Richard  E. 
Welby,Lt.  -Col.  A.C,E(Taunt'u 
Welby,SirCharle8G.E.(Nott*. 
Wentworth,  Bmce  C.  Vemon- 
Whitmore,  Charles  Algernon 
Williams,Jo8ephPoweU-(Bimi 
Willox,  Sir  John  Archibald 
Wilson,  John  (Falkirk) 
Wilson,  J.  W.  (Worces'sh-N.l 
W^Uson-Todd,  Wm.  H.(YorkR, 
Wodehou8e,Rt.HonE.R.(Balh 
Woodhouse,Sir  J.T.(Hudder  d 
Wortley,  Rt.  Hon.C.B.Stuart- 
Wyvill,  Mannaduke  D*Arc>- 
Young,  Commander  (Berks,"E. 

Tellers  for  the  Ayes— 
Sir  William  Walrond  and 
Mr.  Anstruther. 


Abraham, William  (Cork.N.E. 
Austin,  M.  (Limerick,  W.) 
lUyley,  Thomas  (Derbyshire) 
Blake,  Edward 
Channing,  Francis  Allston 
Crilly,  Daniel 
Dalziel,  James  Henry 
Dilke,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Charles 
Doogan,  P.  C. 
Engledew,  Charles  John 
Fox,  Dr.  Joseph  Francis 


NOES. 

Healy,  Timothy  M.  (N.Louth) 
Jameson,  Major  J.  Eustace 
Kilbride,  Denis 
Labouchere,  Henrv 
Lawson,SirWilfrid(Cumb'land 
Macaleese,  Daniel 
MacDonnell,  Dr.M.A.(Qn*B.C. 
M'Dermott,  Patrick 
M'Laren,  Charles  Benjamin 
MoUoy,  Bernard  Charles 
O'Connor,  Arthur  (Donegal) 


O'Connor,  T.  P.  (Liverpool) 
O'Malley,  WiUiam 
Power,  Patrick  Joseph 
Redmond,  John  E.(Waterford) 
Redmond,  William  (Clare) 
Sullivan,  Donal  (NVestmeath) 
Tanner,  Charles  Kearns 
Wilson,  Frederick  W.  ( Norfol  k ) 
Tellers   for   the    Noes— 

Captain  Donelan  and   Mr. 

Patrick  O'Brien. 


Main  Question  again  proposed. 
Another  Amendment  proposed — 


'*  In  line  24  (tobacco  unmanufactured,  etc, 
containing  less  tlian  ten  pounds  of  moisture  in 
every  one  hundred  pounds  weighc  thereof),  to 


153 


JFays  and 


{5  March  1900} 


Means. 


154 


0 
0 


0 
0 


6 
6 


0    0    5 


0    0    5 


leave  out  the  words  *  four  pence/  and  insert 
the     words     *one    ^nny.    —{Mr,     PattHck 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  words 
*  four  pence '  stand  part  of  the  Question." 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Main  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Resolved,  That  in  addition  to  the  duties 
of  Customs  now  payable  on  tobacco  im- 
ported into  Great  Britain  or  Ireland,  there 
shall,  on  and  after  the  sixth  day  of  March, 
nineteen  hundred,  and  until  the  first  day 
of  August,  nineteen  hundred  and  one,  be 
charged,   levied,  and  paid  the  following 

duties  (that  is  to  say)  :  — 

£   8.  d. 

Tohacco,  manufactured,  viz.  : — 

Cigars the  pound 

Cav^dWh    or   neg^.|^^^^^^^ 

Cavendish    or    negro-  \ 

h€»eul,  manufactured  j-the  pound     0    0    5 

in  bond        ...        ...J 

Other     manufactured).,  , 

Tobacco      ...        ...jthe  pound 

Snuff  containing  more  | 
thanthirteen  pounds 
of  moisture  in  every  j-the  pound 
one  hundred  pounds  I 
weight  thereof      ...] 

Snuff  not  containing.^ 
more  than  thirteen 
pounds  of  moisture 
in  every  one  hun- 
dred pounds  weight 
thereof        

Tobacco,  unmanufactured,  viz.  :— 
Containing  ten  pounds^ 
or  more  of  moisture 
in    every    hundred  J-the  pound 
pounds       weight 
thereof 
Containing  less   than 
ten  pounds  of  mois- 
ture in    every    one  j-the  pound 
hundred       pounds 
weight  thereof 

Spirits. — Excise. 

3.  Motion  made,  and  Question  pro- 
posed, "  That  in  addition  to  the  duty  of 
excise  now  payable  for  every  gallon  com- 
puted at  proof  of  spirits  distilled  in  the 
United  Kingdom  there  shall  on  and  after 
the  sixth  day  of  March,  nineteen  hun- 
dred, imtil  the  first  day  of  August,  nine- 
teen hundred  and  one,  be  charged, 
Fevied,  and  paid  the  following  duty  (that 

is  to  say)  : — 

£  8.  d. 
For  every  gallon  of  spirits  com- 
puted at  proof      0    0    6 

and  so  in  proportion  for  any  less  quan- 
tity."— {Mr,  (Aancellor  of  the  Exchequer,) 


the  pound     0    0    6 


0    0    4 


0    0    4 


♦xMajor  JAMESON  (Clare,  W.):  In 
moving  that  the  additional  duty  should  be 
4d.  instead  of  6d.,  some  remarks  fell  from 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  when  he 
was  speaking  on  this  subject,  and  also 
from  the  hoii.  Member  for  Northampton, 
which  are  not  correct.  The  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  stated  that  large  industries 
like  Guinness  and  the  Dublin  Distillers 
Company,  Limited,  could  well  bear 
additional  taxation.  That  is  not  so,  so 
far  as  the  Dublin  Distillers  Company, 
Limited,  is  concerned.  The  whisky 
produced  by  us  is  made  from  Imrley 
grown  in  Ireland,  and  when  they  added 
to  the  whisky  tax,  they  placed  a  tax  on  the 
agricultural  industry  of  the  coimtry.  The 
hon.  Member  for  Northampton  stated 
that  tea  was  more  heavily  taxed 
than  spirits.  He  forgets  altogether 
that  one  pound  of  tea  would  make 
a  good  many  gallons,  so  that  very 
far  from  the  tea  paying  twenty  times 
more  than  whisky,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  tea 
would  pay  twenty  times  less  than  whisky^ 
even  with  the  present  taxation. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"To  leave  out  the  words  *8ix  oence,'  and 
insert  the  words  *  four  pence.' "  —  {Major 
Jameson.) 

Question  proposed,  "That    the  words 
*  six  pence '  stand  part  of  the  Question." 

Mr.  T.   M.   HEALY  recognised  that 
some  approach  had  been  made  to  the  Irish 
Members  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer as  regarded  the  removal  of  the 
tobacco  restrictions.     He  had  always  been 
of  opinion    that   in    dealing     with    the 
English,     though     a     peciuiar     people, 
there  was  more  to  be  got  out  of  them  by 
a  reasonable  than  an  unreasonable   atti- 
tude.       He  would     remind     his     hon. 
friend   (Major  Jameson)  that  while  they 
might  take  a  division  by  way  of  register- 
ing their  protest,  the  stages  of  the  Bill 
would  afford  opportunities  for  discussion. 
The  hon.  Member  remembered  the  admir- 
able speeches  made  by  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  in   1885  against  the  in- 
crease of  the  whisky  duty,  and  with  the 
right  hon.   Grentleman's  powerful    assist- 
ance they  turned  out  the  Government  of 
the  day  and  brought   in  a  Home  Rule 
Government,   in    fact,  two   Home    Rule 
Governments,  but   neither  of  them  suc- 
ceeded. 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided  : — Ayes,  235  ;. 
Noes,  22.     (Division  List  No.  55.) 
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JFai/s  and 


Acland-Hood,Capt  Sir  Alex.  F. 
Anson,  Sir  William  Reynell 
Archdale,  Edward  Mervyn 
Arnold,  Alfred 
Atkinson,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Balfour,Rt.  Hon.  A.  J.  ( Manch*r 
Banbury,  Frederick  George 
Rarry,Rt.Hn.A.H.Smith  (Hts 
Hartley,  George  C.  T. 
Beach,Rt.Hn.SirM.H.(Bri8tol 
Beach,  Rt.  Hon.  W.  W.  B(  Hants 
Beaumont,  Wentworth  C.  B. 
Beckett,  Ernest  William 
Betbell,  Commander 
Bhownag^ree,  Sir  M.  M. 
Billson,  Alfrecl 
Blundell,  Colonel  Henry 
Bonsor,  Henry  Cosmo  Orme 
Bouftfield,  WQliam  Rol)ert 
•Brodrick,  Rt.  Hon.  St.  John 
Brymer,  William  Ernest 
Ballard,  Sir  Harry 
Buxton,  Sydney  Charles 
Caldwell,  James 
•Campbell,  J.  H.  M.  (Dublin) 
Carhle,  WUlUm  Walter 
i  avendish, V.  C.  W.  ( D^byshire 
Cayzer,  Sir  Charles  William 
Cecil,  Evelyn  (Hertford,  East) 
(^ecil,  Lorcl  Hugh  (Green>vich) 
('ham1)erlain,Rt.Hn.J.(Birm.) 
Chamberlain,  J.  Austen(  Wor. ) 
( -harrington,  Spencer 
Chelsea,  Viscount 
Clare,  Octavius  Leigh 
Coghill,  Douglas  Harry 
Cohen,  Benjamin  Louis 
'(^ollings,  Rt.  Hon.  Jesse 
(^olomb,  Sir  John  Charles  R. 
Colnton,  Chas.  E.  H.  Athole 
<*ook,  Fred.  Lucas  (Lambeth) 
Cooke.  C.W\Radclitfe(Herefd 
'Corbett, A. Cameron  (Glasgow) 
Cornwallis,  Fiennes  Stan.  W. 
Cotton-Jodrell,  Col.  Ed.  T.  D. 
^Crorabie,  John  William 
'Cttbitt,  Hon.  Henry 
Curzon,  Viscount 
Dalkeith,  Earl  of 
Dalziel,  James  Henry 
Denny,  Colonel 
Dewar,  Arthur 
Dilke,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Charles 
Dorrington.Sir  John  Edward 
Doughty,  (ieorce 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Douglas,  Charles  M.  (Lanark) 
Dunn,  Sir  William 
Emmott,  Alfred 
Evershwl,  Sydney 
Fal)er,  Cieorge  Denison 
FelloweSjHon.Ailwyn  Edward 
Ferguson,  R.  C.  Munro  (Leith) 
Fergu8son,Rt.Hn.SirJ.(Man. ) 
Finch,  George  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  liobert  Bannatyne 
Firbank,  Joseph  Thomas  ' 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
Flannery,  Sir  Fortescue 
Flower,  Ernest 
Forster,  Henry  William 
Foster,  Colonel  (Lancaster) 
Foster,  Harry  S.  (Suffolk) 
Hfalloway,  William  Johnson 
^;e<lge,  Sydney 


{COMMONS} 

AYES. 

(Ubbs,  Hn.  A.G.H.(C.of  Lond.) 
(iUes,  Charles  Tyrrell 
Gladstone,  Rt.  lln.  Herbert  J. 
Godson,  Sir  Augustus  Fredk. 
Goldsworthy,  Alajor-General 
(rordon,  Hon.  John  Edward 
(iorst,  Rt.  Hn.  Sir  John  Eldon 
(TOschen,Rt.  Hn.G  J(StGeorge's 
(ioschen,  George  J.  (Sussex) 
Gonlding,  Edward  Alfred 
Graham,  Henry  Robert 
Gray,  Ernest  (West  Ham) 
Green,  Waif ord  D(  Wedne^bury 
(ireene,  Henry  D.  (Shrewsbury) 
Gretton,  John 
Greville,  Hon.  Ronald 
Grey,  Sir  Edward  (Berwick) 
Gull,  Sir  Cameron 
(Turclon,  Sir  WillianiBrampton 
Haldane,  Richanl  Burdon 
Hamilton,Rt.Hn.  Lord  George 
Han  bury,  Rt.  Hn.  Robert  Wm. 
Hanson,  Sir  Reginald 
Hardy,  Laurence 
Hayne,  Rt.  Hon.  Chas.  Seale- 
Henderson,  Alexander 
Hoare,  Sir  Samuel  (Norwich) 
Hobhouse,  Henry 
Holland,  William  Henry 
Howanl,  Joseph 
Howell,  William  Tudor 
Hozier,  Hon.  J.  H.  C. 
Hubliard,  Hon.  Evelyn 
Hudson,  George  Bickersteth 
Hutchinson, Capt.G.W\  (Jrice- 
Jeffreys,  Arthur  Fretlerick 
Johnston,  William  (Belfast) 
Johnstone,  Heywood  (Sussex) 
Jones,  William  (Camarvons.) 
Kay-Shuttleworth,  RtHnSirU 
Kennaway,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  J.  H. 
Keswick,  "William 
Kimber,  Henry 
Knowles,  Lees 
Lafone,  Alfred 
Langley,  Batty 
Lawrence,Sirli  Durning-(Com. 
Lawson,  John  (irant  (Yorks.) 
Lawson,  Sir  Wilfrid  (Cumb'Vd 
Lecky,  Rt.  Hn.  William  E.  H. 
Leese,Sir Joseph  F.  ( Accrington 
Leigh -Bennett,  Henry  Carrie 
Leng,  Sir  John 

Llewelyn,SirDillwyn-  (Sw'ns'a 
Lockwood,  Lt.-Col.  A.  R. 
Long,  Rt.  Hn.  Walter  (L*pool) 
Lopes,  Henry  Yarde  Buller 
Lome,  Marquess  of 
Lowe,  Francis  William 
Lowles,  John 
Loyd,  Archie  Kirkman 
Macartney,  W.  (r.  Ellison 
Macdona,  John  Gumming 
Maclure,  Sir  John  William 
M 'Arthur,  Chas.  (Liverpool) 
M* Arthur,  William(Comwall) 
M*Crae,  George 
Maver,SirLewis(EdinburghW 
M*Killop,  James 
McLaren,  Charles  Benjamin 
Malcolm,  Ian 

Massey- Main  waring,  HnW.F. 
Mellor,  Colonel  (Lancashire) 
Mendl,  Sigismund  Ferdinand 
Middlemore,  J.  Throgmorton 


Mentis, 
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Milward,  Colonel  Victor 
Monckton,  Edward  PhiHp 
Montagu,  Hon. J. Scott  (Hants 
More,  Robt.  Jasper(Shropshire) 
Morrell,  Geonje  Herbert 
Morrison,  Walter 
Morton,  A.  H.  A.  (Deptford) 
Moulton,  John  Fletcher 
Murray,RtHn.  AGraham(  Bute 
Murray,  Charles  J.  (Coventir 
Murray,  Col.  Wyndhani  iBatli 
Newdi^te,  Francis  Alexander 
Nicol,  Donald  Ninian 
Oldroyd,  Mark 
Orr-Ewing,  Charles  Lindsay 
Palmer,Sir  Chas.  M. (Durham) 
Palmer,  Geo  Wm.  (Reading) 
Pease,  Herbert  P.  (Darlington) 
Pease,  Joseph  A.  (Northumb. ) 
Penn,  John 

Philipps,  John  Wynford 
Phill  potts,  Captam  Arthur 
Pierpoint.  Robert 
Pilkington,  R. (Lanes. Newton) 
Piatt- Higgins,  Frederick 
Pollock,  Harry  Frederick 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Pretyman,  Ernest  George 
Pryce- Jones.  Lt.-Col.  Edward 
Purvis,  Robert 
Rankin,  Sir  James 
Rentoul,  James  Alexander 
Richardson,  J.  ( Durham,  S.  E. ) 
Richardson,  Sir  T.  (Hartle'pl) 
Rickett,  J.  Compton 
Ridley,  Rt.  Hon,  Sir  Matt.  AV. 
Ritchie,  Rt.  Hon.  C.  Thomson 
Robertson,  Herb.  (  Hacknev) 
Rothschild,  Hon.  Lionel  W. 
Round,  James 
Russell,  T.  W.  (Tyrone) 
Rutherford,  «Fohn 
Ryder,  John  Herbert  Dudley 
Samuel,  J.  <Stookton-on-Tees) 
Sandys,  Lieut. -Col.  T.  Myle< 
Seely,  Charles  Hilton 
Shaw,  Thomas  (Hawick  B.) 
Shaw-Stewart,  M.  H.(  Renfrew) 
Simeon,  Sir  iiarrington 
Sinclair,  Capt.  J.  (Forfarshire) 
Sinclair,  Louis  (Romford) 
Smith,  Alxil  H.  (Christchurch) 
Smith, James  Parker(Lanark8) 
Smith,  Hon.  W.  F.  D.  (Strand) 
Soames,  Arthur  W^ellesley 
Souttar,  Robinson 
Stevenwon»  Francis  S. 
Ste  wart,SirMark  J.  MTaggart 
Stone,  Sir  Benjamin 
Strauss,  Arthur 
Sturt,  Hon.  Humphry  Xapier 
Thomas,  A.  (Glamorgan,  E.) 
Thorburn,  Sir  Walter 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
ToUemache,  Henry  James 
Tomlinson,  W.  M.  Murray 
Trevelyan,  Charles  PhilipK 
Usbome,  Thomas 
AValton,  Joseph  (Ramsley) 
Warr,  Augustus  Frederick 
Webster,  Sir  Richard  E. 
Welby,Lt.  -Col.  A.  C.E.  (Tau'tn 
Welby  ,SirCharle8G.  £.  (Not  to) 
Wentworth,  Bruce  C.  Vernon- 
Williams,  Joseph  Powell-(  Birm 
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IFays  and 


Willox.  Sir  John  Archibald 
WiU)n,  FrederickW. (Norfolk) 
Wilson.  John  (Falkirk) 
Wibon,J.W.(Worce8ter8h.,N.) 

Abraham,  Wm.  (Cork,  N.E.) 
Austin,  M.  (Limerick,  W.) 
Hlake,  Edward 
<Villy,  Daniel 
Doo^^n,  P.  G. 
En^ledew,  Charles  John 
Fox,  Dr.  JoHeph  Francis 
Healy,  T.  M.  (N.  Louth) 
Jainetion,  Major  J.  Eustace 


{5  March  1900} 

Wodehouse,Rt.  Hn.  E.  K(Bath) 
Woodhou8e,SirJ.T.(Hud'tield) 
Wortley,Kt.Hon.C.B.  Stuart- 
Wyvill,  Slarmaduke  D'Arcy 

NOES. 
Kilbride,  Denis 
Macaleese.  Daniel 
MacDonnell,Dr.M.A.(Qu'n'8C 
M*Derniott,  Patrick 
Morton,  E.  J.  C.  (Devonport) 
O'Connor,  T.  P.  (Liverpool) 
O'Malley,  William 
Power,  Patrick  Joseph 
Provand,  Andrew  Dryburgh 


Means, 
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Young,  Commander  ( Berks,  E. ) 
Tfxlkrs   for  the    Ayes— 

Sir   William   Walrond  ami 

Mr  Anstruther. 


Redmond,  J.  E.  (Waterford) 
Redmond,  William  (Clare) 
Sullivan,  Donal  (We«tmeath) 
Tanner,  Charles  Keams 

Tellers  for  the  Noes— 
Captain  Donelan  and  Mr. 
Patrick  O'Brien. 


Main  Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided : — Ayes,  231 ;  Noes,  20.     (Division  List  No.  56.) 


Acland-Hood,  Capt.  Sir  A.  F. 
Anson,  Sir  William  Keynell 
Arohdale,  Edward  Mervyn 
Arnold,  Alfred 
Atkinson,  Kt.  Hon.  John 
Balfour,  Ht.  Hon.  A.  J.  ( Manch'r 
Banbury,  Frederick  (veorge 
Barrv.Ht.HMn.A.H.S  -(tinnts 
Hartley,  George  C.  T. 
Beach,Ht.Hn.SirM.H.(Bri8tol 
Beach.iU  Hon.  W.  W.B.(Hante 
lieaumont.  Went  worth  C.  B. 
Beckett,  Ernest  William 
Bethell,  Commander 
Bhownaggree,  Sir  M.  M. 
Bill»on«  Alfred 
Bluudell,  Colonel  Henry 
lionsor,  Henry  Cosmo  Orme 
Boustield,  William  Robert 
Biodrick,  Kt.  Hon.  St.  Juhn 
Bryiner,  William  Ernest 
Bullard,  Sir  Harry 
BuKtou,  Sydney  Charles 
Oald  well,  James 
Campbell.  J.  H.  M.  (I»ublin) 
CarlUe,  WUliam  Walter 
Cavendish.  V.  C.  W.  (Derbys.) 
<*ayzer,     ir  Charles  William 
Cecil,  Evelyn  (H-rtford,  East) 
<'ecil.  Lord  Hugh  (Greenwich) 
Cliani  Hirlain,  Ht  Hn  J  (Biriu.) 
Chamberlain,J  Austen  (WorcV 
Chapliu,  Rt..  Hon.  Henry 
Charringron,  Spencer 
<yhelrt*-a.  Viscount 
(Jlare,  (jcta^ius  Leigh 
Coj^hill,  Duuglas  Harry 
Coneii,  Benjamin  Louis 
Col  lings,  Rt.  Hon.  Jesse 
Colomb,  Sir  John  C.  Ready 
<'oKton,Cha8.  Edw.  H.  Athole 
Cuok,  Fred.  Lucas  (Lamlieth) 
Cooke,C.W.Radclit!e(Herefd) 
Corbett, A. Cameron  (Glasgow) 
Comwallis,Fienne!«StanleyW. 
Cotton- Jmlrell,  Col.  Edw.T.D. 
Crombie,  John  William 
•i-abitt,  Hon.  Henry 
(*urzon.  Viscount 
Dalkeith,  Earl  of 
Dalziel,  James  Henry 
Denny,  Colonel 
Dewar,  Arthur 
DUke,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Charles 
DoringtoQ,  Sir  John  Edward 
Doughty,  George 


AYES. 

Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Douglas,  Charles  M.  (Lanark) 
Dunn,  Sir  William 
Emmott.  Alfred 
Evershed,  Sydney 
Faber,  George  Denison 
Fellowes,  Hon.  Ail  wyn  Ed  ward 
Ferguson,  R.  C.  M.  (Leith) 
FergU88on,Rt.Hn.SirJ.(Manc'r 
Finch,  (Jeorge  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Firbank,  Joseph  Thomas 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
Flannerj',  Sir  Fort^scue 
Flower, 'Ernest 
Forster,  Henry  William 
Foster,  Colooel  (Lancaster) 
Foster,  Harry  S.  (Suffolk) 
Galloway,  W^illiam  Johnson 
Gedge,  Sydney 

Gibbs,Hn.A.G.H.(CityofLond 
Giles.  Charles  Tvrrell 
Gladstone,  Rt.  Hn.  Herbert  J. 
Godson.SirAuj'UstusFrederick 
Golds  worthy,  Major-General 
Gordon,  Hon.  John  Edward 
Gorst,  Rt.  Hn.  Sir  John  Eldon 
Goschen,Rt.Hn.G  J.(StGeo.'8 
(TDSchen,  George  J.  (Sussex) 
Gonlding,  Edward  Alfred 
Graham,  Henrv  Robert 
Gray,  Ernest  ( vVest  Ham) 
Green,  WalfordD.  (Wednesb'ry 
Greene,  H.  D.  (Shrewsbury) 
Gretton,  John 
Greville,  Hon.  Ronald 
Grey,  Sir  Edward  (Berwick) 
Gull,  Sir  Cameron 
Gurdon,  Sir  William  Brampton 
Haldane,  Richard  Burden 
Hamilton,  Rt.  Hn.  Lord  Geoi^e 
Hanbury,  Rt.  Hon.  R.  Wm. 
HansonlSir  Reginald 
Hardy,  Laurence 
Hayne,  Rt.  Hon.  C.  Seale- 
Henderson.  Alexander 
Hoare,  Sir  Samuel  (Norwich) 
Hobhouse,  Henry 
Holland,  William  Henry 
Howard,  Joseph 
Howell,  William  Tudor 
Hozier,  Hon.  James  Hy.  Cecil 
Hubbard,  Hon.  Evelyn 
Hudson,  George  Blckersteth 
Hutchinson,  Capt.  G.  W.Grice- 
Jeflfreys,  Arthur  Frederick 


Johnston,  William  (Belfast) 
Johnstone,  Hey  wood  (Sussex) 
JonesWilliam(Camarvon8hire 
Kay-Shuttleworth,Rt  HnSirU 
Kennaway,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir JohnH. 
Keswick,  William 
Kimber,  Henry 
Knowles,  Lees 
Lafone,  Alfred 
Langley,  Batty 
Lawrence,SirE.Duming-(Com 
Lawson,  John  Grant  (Yorks) 
Law8onSirWiIfrid(Cumb*land 
Leese,Sir Joseph  F.  ( Accrington 
Leigh- Bennett,  Henry  Currie 
Leng,  Sir  John 

LlewelynSirDillwyn  (Swansea 
Lockwoo*!,  Lt.-Col.  A.  R. 
Long,  Rt.  Hon.AV.  (Liverpool) 
Lopes,  Henry  Yarde  Buller 
Lome,  Marquess  of 
Lowe,  I'rancis  William 
Lowles,  John 
Loyd,  Archie  Kirkman 
Macartney,  W.  G.  Ellison 
Maf^dona,  John  Cumraing 
Maclure,  Sir  John  William 
M*Arthur,  Charles  (Liverpool) 
M*Arthur,  William  (Cornwall) 
M'Crae,  George 
M*Iver,SirL.  (Edinburgh,W.) 
M*Killop,  James 
M  Laren,  Charles  Benjamin 
Malcolm,  Ian 

Massey-  Main  waring,  Hn.  W.  F# 
Mellor,  (^olonel  (Liuicashire) 
Mendl,  Sigismund  Ferdinand 
Middlemore,  John  T. 
Mil  ward,  Colonel  Victor 
Monckton.  Edward  Philip 
Montagu,  Hn.  J.  Scott  (Hants) 
More,  R.  J.  (Shropshire) 
Morrell,  George  Herbert 
Morrison,  Walter 
Morton,  A.  H.  A.  (Deptford) 
Moulton,  John  Fletcher 
Murray,  Rt.  Hn.  A.  G.  (Bute) 
Murray,  Cha»«.  J.  (Coventry) 
Murray,  Col.  Wvndham  (Bath) 
Nicol,  Donald  Ninian 
Oldroyd,  Mark 
Orr-Ewing,  Charles  Lindsay 
Palmer,  Sir  Chaa.M.(Durhuu) 
Palmer,  George  W.  (Reading) 
Pease,  Herbert  P.  (Darlington) 
Pease,  Joseph  A.  (Northumb. ) 
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Jf'{fi/s  and 


Penn,  John 

Philipps,  John  Wynford 
Phillpotts,  Captain  Arthur 
Pierpoint,  liobert 
Pilkington,  K.(L.ana<*  Newton) 
Piatt- Higj^inH,  Frederick 
Pollock,  Harry  Frederick 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Pretyman,  Ernest  Ueorce 
Pryce-Jone.s,  Lt.-Col.  Edward 
Purvis,  Robert 
Rankin,  Sir  James 
Rentou),  James  Alexander 
Richardson,  J.  (Durham  S.E.) 
Richardson,  Sir  T. ( Hartlepool 
Rickett,  J.  Compton 
Ridley,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  M.  W. 
Ritchie,  Rt.  Hon.  C.  T. 
Rol)ertRon, Herbert  (Hackney) 
Rothschild,  Hon.  Lionel  W. 
Round,  James 
Russell,  T.  W.  (Tyrone) 


Abraham,\Villiam  (Cork.N  E. 
Austin,  M.  (Limerick,  \V.) 
Crilly,  Daniel 
Doogan,  P.  C. 
Engledew,  Charles  John 
Fox,  Dr.  Joseph  Francis 
Healy,  Timothy  M.  (N.Louth) 
Jameson,  Major  J.  Eustace 


{COMMONS} 

Rutherford,  John 
Ryder,  John  Herliert  Dudley 
Samuel,  J.  (Stockton-on-Tees) 
Sandys,  Lieut. -Col.  T.  Myles 
Seely,  Charles  Hilton 
Shaw-St<»wart,  M.H.(Renfrew 
Simeon,  Sir  Barrincton 
Sinclair,iCapt.  J.  (Forfarshire) 
Sinclair,  Louis  (Romford) 
Smith,  Aliel  H.  (Christchurch) 
Smith,  James  P.  (Lanarks.) 
Smith,  Hon.  W  F.  D. (Strand) 
Soames,  Arthur  Wellesley 
Souttar,   Robinson 
Stevenson,  Francis  S. 
Stewart,  Sir  M.  J.  M'Taggart 
Stone,  Sir  Benjamin 
Strauss,  Arthur 
Sturt,  Hon.  Humphry  Napier 
Thomas,  A.  (Glamorgan,  E.) 
Thorburn,  Sir  Walter 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 

NOES. 

Kilbride,  Denis 
Macaleese,  Daniel 
MacDounell,Dr.M.A.(Qn'8Co. 
M'Dermott,  Patrick 
Morton,  Edw.J.C.(Devonport) 
O'Connor,  T.  P.  (Liverpool) 
OWlaUey,  William 
Power,  Patrick  Joseph 


Means. 
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Tollemache,  Henry  James 
Tomlinson,  W.  E.  Murray 
Usborne,  Thomas 
Walton,  Joseph  (Barn9ley) 
Warr,  Augustus  Frederick 
Webster,  Sir  Richard  E. 
Welby,Lt-ColA.C.E.(Taunton 
Welby,  Sir  C.  U.  E.  (NottvS. ) 
Went  worth,  Bruce  C.  Vernon- 
Williams,  J.  Powell-  (Binn.) 
Willox,  Sir  John  Archibald 
WUson,  Frederick  W.  (Norfolk 
Wilson,  John  (Falkirk) 
Wilson,  J.  W.  (Worcester.  N. 
Wodehou8e,Rt.  Hn.E.  R.  ( Bath) 
Woodhouse,SirJT(  Huddernf '<i 
Wortley,  Rt.  Hn.  C.  B.  Stuart- 
Wyvill,  Marmaduke  D*Arcv 
Young,Commander  ( Berks,  fc. ) 
Tellers    for    the   ayes— 

Sir  William  Walrond  and 

Mr.  Anstruther. 


Redmond,  J.  E.  (Waterford) 
Redmond,  William  (Clare) 
Sullivan,  Donal  (Westmeatk) 
Tanner,  Charles  Keams 

Tellers  for  the  Noes— 
Captain  Donelan  and  Mr. 
Patrick  O'Brien. 


Resolved,  That  in  addition  to  the  duty 

of  excise  now  payable  for  every  gallon 

computed  at  proof  of  spirits  distilled  in 

the  United  Kingdom  there  shall,  on  and 

after  the  si.xth  day  of  March,   nineteen 

hundred,  until  the  first  day  of  August, 

nineteen  hundred  and  one,  be   charged, 

levied,  and  paid  the  following  duty  (that 

is  to  say) : — 

£   8.  d. 
For  every*  gallon  of   spirits  com- 
puted at  proof  0    0    6 

and  so  on  in  proportion  for  any  less 
quantity. 

Spi  rits. — Customs. 

4.  Resolved,  That,  in  addition  to  the 
duties  of  customs  now  payable  on  spirits 
impoited  into  Great  Britain  or  Ireland, 
there  shall,  on  and  after  the  sixth  day  of 
March,  nineteen  hundred,  and  until  the 
first  day  of  August,  nineteen  hundred 
and  one,  be  charged,  levied,  and  paid  the 
duties  following  (that  is  to  say) : — 

£  s.  d. 
For  every  gallon  of  spirits  computed 
at  proof,  of  spirits  of  any  descrip- 
tion, except  perfumed  spirits       ...    0    0    6 
For  every'  gallon  of  perfumed  spirits    0    0  10 
For  every  gallon  of  liqueure,  coitiials, 
mixtures,  and  other  preparations 
entered  in  8u«*h  a  manner  as  to 
indicate  that  the  strength  is  not  to 
be  tested        0    0    8 

And  the  duties  of  customs  on  the  articles 
hereafter  mentioned,  being  articles  in 
which  spirit  is  contained  or  in  the  manu- 


facture of  which  spirit  is  used,  shall  be 
proportionately  increased,  and  shall  be  as 
follows : — 


Chloral  hydrate... 
Chloroform 

Collodion 

Ether  acetic 
Ether  butyric  ... 
Ether  sulphuric... 
Ethyl,  ioclide  of... 
Ethyl  bromide  ... 
Ethyl  chloride   ... 


the  pound 
the  pound 
the  gallon 
the  pound 
the  gallon 
the  gallon 
the  gallon 
the  pound 
the  gallon 


£ 
0 
0 
1 
0 


s. 
1 
3 
6 
1 


0  16 

1  7 
0  14 
0  1 
0  16 


a. 

4 
3 
3 
11 
5 
5 
3 
1 
5 


— {Mr,  CJtancellor  of  Vie  Exc]iequei\) 

Beer. — Excise. 

5.  Motion  made,  and  Question  put, 
"That  in  addition  to  the  duty  of  excise 
now  payable  in  respect  of  beer  brewed  in 
the  United  Kingdom  there  shall,  on  and 
after  the  sixth  day  of  March,  nineteen 
hundred,  and  until  the  first  dav  of 
August,  nineteen  hundred  and  one,  bo 
charged,  levied,  and  paid  the  following 
duty  (that  is  to  say) — 

X  s.  d. 
For  every  thirty-six  gal- 
lons of  worts  01  a 
specific  gravity  of  one 
thousand  and  fifty-five 
degrees    the    duty  of 

and  so  on  in  proportion  for  any  differ- 
ence in  quantity  or  gravity. — {Mr. 
Cluincellor  of  the  Exchequer,) 

The  Committee  divided: — Ayes,  215  ; 
Noes,  18.    (Division  List  No.  57.) 


0     1     0 
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intya  ami 


Acln.nd-no<Ml,Capt.SirAlex'.  F. 
AnHOii,  Sir  William  Keynell 
Archdale,  Edward  Mervyn 
Arnold,  Alfred 
Atkinson,  Kt.  Hon.  John 
lialfour,  Kt.Hn.A.J.(Manch'r) 
1  Jan  bury,  Frederick  Georj^e 
I5arry,  RtHnAHSmitli-(  Hunts 
Hartley,  George  0.  T. 
Heach,  Rt.Hn.SirM.H.(Bristol 
Heach,  Kt.  Hon.  W.  W .  I  {( H  an  ts. 
Heaumont,  Wentwortli  C.  15. 
Beckett,  Emeat  William 
Bethel  1,  Commander 
Bhownaggree,  Sir  M.  M. 
Billson,  Alfred 
lilundell,  C-olonel  Henry 
Bonsor,  Henry  Cosmo  Orme 
Bousfield,  William  Robert 
Brodrick,  Rt.  Hon.  St.  John 
Bn^ner,  William  Ernest 
Caldwell,  James 
Campbell,  J.  H.  M.  (Dublin) 
Carlile,  WiUiam  Walter 
Ca%'endi8h,V.C.W.  (Derbysh.) 
Cayzer,  Sir  Charles  William 
Cecil,  Evelyn  (Hertford,  East) 
(.'ecil,  Lord  Hugh  ((ireenwich) 
Chamberlain,  Rt.Hon.  J(Birm. 
<  'ham1>erlain,  J .  Austen(  Wore'r 
C^haplin,  Rt.  Hon.  Henry 
( 'harrington,  Spencer 
Chelsea,  Viscount 
Clare,  Octavins  Leigh 
Coghill,  Douglas  H»irry 
Cohen,  Benjamin  Louis 
C  oiling-^,  Rt.  Hon.  Jesse 
Colonib,SirJohnCharle8Ready 
Colston,Chas.Edw.  H.  Athole 
Cook,  Fred.  Lucas  (Lambeth) 
(;ooke,  C.W.Radcliffe(HerTd 
Corbett,  A.  Cameron(  Glasgow) 
Comwalli8,Fienne8StanleyW. 
Cotton- Jodrell,  Col.  Edw.T.D. 
Cubitt,  Hon.  Henry 
Curzon,  Viscount 
Dalkeith,  Earl  of 
Denny,  Colonel 
Dewar,  Arthur 
Dorington,  Sir  John  Edward 
Doughty,  Georae 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Dooglas,  Charles  M.  (Lanark) 
Dann,  Sir  William 
Evershed,  Sydney 
Faber,  George  Denison 
Fellowes,  Hon.  Ailwyn  Edw. 
Ferguson,  K.  C.  Munro(Leith) 
Fergusson,  Rt.  Hn.  SirJ.(Man. 
Finch,  (Jeorge  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Firbank,  Joseph  Thomas 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
Flannery,  Sir  Fortescue 
Flower,  Ernest 
For»t«r,  Henry  William 
Foster,  Colonel  (Lancaster) 
Foster,  Harry  S.  (Suffolk) 
(v^lowav,  W  illiam  Johnson 
(*edg6,  Sydney 
(iibb6,Hn.A.G.H.(CityofLond. 
(iUes.  Charles  Tyrrell 
(iladstone,  Rt.  Hn.  Herbert  J. 
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AYES. 

(lodson.  Sir  A.  Frederick 
Goldsworthy,  Major-(ieneral 
(iordon,  Hon.  John  Edward 
Gorst,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  J.  Eldon 
Goschen,RtHnG.J.(StGeorge's 
Goschen,  (ieorge  J.  (Sussex) 
(toulding,  Edward  Alfred 
Cirraham,  Henry  Robert 
(ii-ay,  Ernest  (\Vest  Ham) 
(ireen,  W.  I).  (Wednesbury) 
Gretton,  John 
Greville,  Hon.  Ronald 
Grey,  Sir  Edward  (Berwick) 
(iull,  Sir  Cameron 
(iurdon,Sir  William  Brampton 
Haldane,  Richard  Burdon 
Hamilton,Rt.  Hon.I^rdGeorge 
Hanbury,Rt.  Hon.  Robert  Wm. 
Hanson,  Sir  Reginald 
Hardy,  Laurence 
Hayne,Rt.Hon.  Charles  Seale- 
Henderson,  Alexander 
Hoare,  Sir  Samuel  (Nonvich) 
Hobhouse,  Henry 
Howard,  Jo^ph 
Howell,  William  Tudor 
Hozier,  Hon.  James  Henry  Ceci  1 
Hubbard,  Hon.  Evelyn 
Hutchinson,Capt.  (i.W.Grice- 
Jetfreys,  Arthur  Frederick 
Johnston,  William  (Belfast) 
JohuHtone,  Hey  wood  (Sussex) 
Jone-s  William  ((^arnarvonsh. ) 
Kennawav,  Rt.  Hon  Sir  J.  H. 
Keswick,  AVilliam 
Kimlier,  Henry 
Knowles,  Lees 
Lafone,  Alfred 
Langley,  Batty 
I  jawrence,SirE.  l)uming-(Com 
Lawson,  John  Grant  ( Yorks. ) 
LawHon,  Sir  W.  (Cumberland) 
Lease,  Sir  J.  F.  (Accrin«(toii) 
Leigh- Bennett,  Henry  Currie 
Leng,  Sir  John 
Llewelyn,  Sir  D.  (Swansea) 
Lockwood,  Lieut. -Col.  A.  R. 
I^ng,  Rt.  Hon.  W.  (Liverpool) 
Lopes,  Henry  Yarde  BuUer 
Lome,  Martjuess  of 
Lowe,  Francis  William 
Lowles,  John 
Loyil,  Archie  Kirkman 
Macartney,  W.  G.  Ellison 
Macdona,*John  Cumming 
Maclure,  Sir  John  William 
M* Arthur,  Charles  (Liverpool) 
M'Crae,  George 
M*Iver,  Sir  Lewis (Edin.W\) 
M'Killop,  James 
M'Laren,  Charles  Benjamin 
Malcolm,  Ian 

Massey- Main  war  ing,Hn  W.F. 
Mellor,  Colonel   (I^ncashire) 
Middlemore,  J.  Throgmorton 
Milward,  Colonel  Victor 
Monckton,  Edward  Fhilii> 
More,  R.  Jasi)er  (Shropshire) 
Morrell,  Cieorge  Herbert 
Morrison,  Walter 
Morton,  E.  J.  C.  (Devon port) 
Moulton,  John  Fletcher 
Murray,  Rt.  Hn.  A.Gra*m  (Bute 

Seuirs.]  F 


Mains. 


1G2 


Murray,  ^'liarles  J. (Coventry) 
Murray,  Col.  Wyndham( Bath) 
Nicol,  Donald  Ninian 
Oldroyd,  Mark 
(Jrr-Ewing,  Charles  Limlsay 
Palmer,  Sir  Chas.  M.(  I  »urham) 
Pal  mer,(  Jeorge  Wm.j  Reading) 
Pease,  H.  Pifke  (Darlington) 
Pease,  Joseph  A.  (Northumb.) 
Penn,  John 

Philipiw,  John  Wynford 
Phill potts.  Captain  Arthur 
Pierpoint,  Robert 
Pilkmgton,Ricli.(LancsN'ton) 
Piatt- Hiffgins,  Frederick 
Pollock,  Harry  Fre<lerick 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Pretyman,  Ernest  George 
Provand,  Andrew  Dryburgh 
Pryce- Jones,  Lt.-Col.  Edwtu^ 
Purvis,  Robert 
Rankin,  Sir  James 
Rentoul,  James  Alexander 
Richardson,  J.  (Durham,  S.E. 
Richardson.SirThos.  ( Hartlep'l 
Rickett,  J.  Compton 
Ridley,Rt.Hn.Sir  Matthew  W. 
Ritchie,  Rt.  Hn.  Chas.  Thomson 
Robertson.  Herbert  (Hackney) 
Rothschild,  Hn.  Lionel  Walter 
Round,  James 
Russell,  T.  \\\  (Tyrone) 
Rutheriford,  John 
Ry<ler,  John  Herljert  Dudley 
Samuel,  J.  (Stokton-on-Tees) 
Sandys,  Lieut.  -Col.  T.  Myles 
Seely,  Charles  Hilton 
Shaw-Stewart,M.H.  (Renfrew 
Simeon,  Sir  l^rrington 
Smith,  Abel  H.  (Christchurch 
Smith,  James  Parker(Lanarks. 
Smith,  Hon.  W.  F.  D.  (Strand) 
Souttar,  Robinson 
Stevenson,  Francis  S. 
Stewart,SirMark  J.  M*Taggart 
Stone,  Sir  Benjamin 
Strauss,  Arthur 
Sturt,  Hon.  Humphry  Nanier 
Thomas,  A.  ((Hamorgan,  E.) 
Thorbum,  Sir  Walter 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Tollemache,  Henrj-  tlames 
Tomlinson,  W.  E.  Murray 
Usborne,  Thomas 
Walton,  Joseph  (Bamsley) 
Warr,  Augustus  Frederick 
Webster,  Sir  Richard  E. 
Welby,Lt.  -Col.  A  C  E(Taunton 
Welby,Sir  C.  G.  E.  (Notts.) 
Went  worth,  B.  C.  Vernon - 
Williams,  J.  Powell-  (Birm.) 
Willox,  Sir  John  Archibald 
Walson,  John  (Falkirk) 
Wilson,  J.  W.  ( Worcestersh. ,  N . 
Wodehouse,  RtHon  ER(Bath) 
Woodhouse,SirJT(Huddr8fi*ld 
Wortley,  Rt.  Hon.  C.B.  Stuart- 
Wyvill,  Marmaduke  D'Arcy 
Young,  Commander( Berks,  E.) 

Tellers  for  the  Ayes  :— 
Sir  William  Walrond  land 
Mr.  Anstmther. 
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Adjonrnjiieni  of 


Abraham,  Wm.  (Cork,  N.E.) 
Austin,  M.  (Limerick,  W.) 
Crilly,  Daniel 
Dooean,  P.  C. 
Engledew,  Charles  John 
Fox,  Dr.  Joseph  Francw 
Healy,  Timothy  M.  (N.Louth) 


{COMMONS} 

NOES. 

Jameson,  Major  J.  Eustace 
Kilbride,  Denis 
Macaleese,  Daniel 
MacDonnell,DrMA.  (Queen'sC 
M*Dermott,  Patrick 
O'Mallev,  William 
Power,  t*atrick  Joseph 


the  Hmac, 


i(j\ 


Rerlmond  JohnE.  (Waterfoni) 
Redmond,  William  (Clare) 
Sullivan,  Donal  (We^tmeath) 
Tanner,  Charles  Keams 
Tellers   for   the    Noes— 

Captain  Donelan  and   Mr. 

Patrick  O  Brien. 


Resolved,  That  in  addition  to  the  duty  , 
of  excise  now  payable  in  respect  of  beer 
brewed   in   the   United   Kingdom   there 
shall,  on  and  after  the  sixth  day  of  March,  ^ 
nineteen  hundred,  and  until  the  first  day  ' 

of  August,  nineteen  hundred  and  one,  be  !  and  so  in  proportion  for  any  difference  in 
charged,  levie<l,  and  paid  the  following  |  gravity.  —  {Mr,     Chancellor    of    the    Ex- 


before  fermentation 
of  a  specific  gravity 
of  one  thousand  and 
fifty-five  degrees,  a 
duty  of 


0     1     0 


duty  (that  is  to  say) : — 

For  every  thirty-six  gallons 
of  worts  of  a  specific 
gravity  of  one  thousand 
and  fifty-five  degrees 
the  duty  of 

and  so  on  in  proportion  for 
any  difference  in  quantity  or 
gravity. 

Beer. — Customs. 


X   s.  d. 


0    1     0 


chequer.) 

Amendment  of  Law. 

7.  Resolved,  That  it  is  expedient  to 
prolong  the  term  of  certain  annuities, 
and  amend  the  law  relating  to  the 
National  Debt,  the  Customs,  and  the 
Inland  Revenue. — {Mr,  ClMnrellor  of  iJie 
Exchequer.) 

War  Loan. 

8.  Motion    made,   and   Question    pro- 
.                                 .posed,  "(1)  That,  towards  making  good 

6.  Resolved,  That  m  addition  to  the  j  the  supply  granted  to  Her  Majesty  for 
duties  of  customs  now  payable  on  beer ;  the  service  of  the  years  ending  on  the 
imported  into  Great  Britain  or  Ireland  3igt  day  of  March,  nineteen  hundred,  and 
there  shall,  on  and  after  the  sixth  day  of  the  31st  day  of  March,  nineteen  hundred 
March,  nineteen  hundred,  and  until  the  and  one,  sums  not  exceeding  thirty-five 
first  day  of  Au^t,  nineteen  hundred  and  million  pounds  be  raised  by  either  or 
one,  be  charged,  levied,  and  paid  the  fol-    |K)th  of  the  following  methods  :— 


s.      ( 


1. 


lowing  duties  (that  is  to  say) : — 

In  the  case  of  beer  called  or  similar  to 
mum,  spruce,  black  beer,  or  Berlin  white 
beer  or  other  preparations  whether  fer- 
mented or  not  fermented  of  a  similar 
character — 

For  every  thirty-six  gal-  £ 
Ions  where   the    worts 
thereof    are    or    were 
before  fermentation  of  a 
specific  gra\nty — 

Not  exceeding  one 
thousand  two  hun- 
dred and  fifteen 
degrees,  a  duty  of 
Exceeding  one  thou- 
sand two  himdred 
and  fifteen  degrees, 

a  duty  of 

In  the  case  of  every  de- 
scription of  beer  other  than 
that  above  specified  — 

For  every  thirty-six 
gallons  where  the 
worts    thereof    were 


0     4     0 


0     4     8 


(a)  By  means  of  the  creation  of  stock 
or  bonds. to  be  redeemed  within  a 
period  not  exceeding  ten  years, 
and  bearing  interest  at  a  rate  to 
be  fixed  by  the  Treasury  ;  or 

(b)  By  means  of  the  issue  of  Trea- 
sury Bills ; 

and  that  the  principal  and  the  interest  on 
any  money  so  raised  be  charged  on  the 
Consolidated  Fund ; 

(2^  That  all  expenses  incurred  in  coa- 
nection  with  raising  the  said  sums,  in- 
cluding any  additional  remuneration  to 
the  banks  of  England  and  Ireland,  l>e 
charged  on  the  Consolidated  Fund." — 
{Mr,  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,) 

Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Resolutions  to  be  reported  to-morrow  ; 
Committee  to  sit  again  to-morrow. 

It  being  after  One  of  the  Clock,  Mr. 
Speaker  adjourned  the  House  without 
Question  put. 

Adjourned  at  half  after 
One  of  the  clock. 


1G5  Pii^ide  Bill  {6  March  1900}  Busiiie.^^,  1^6 

HOUSE  OF  LORDS.  '  CALEDONIAN     RAILWAY    BILL    [H.L.] 

DEAliNE     VALLEY      RAILWAY     BILL 

Tuesday,  Sth  Marrh,  1900.  [h.l.]. 

Committed.      The   Committees   to   l^e 
' —  I  proposed  by  the  Committee  of  Selection 

VJ™?ri^Ll.^^^^^  UNIVERSAL    LIFE    ASSURANCE 

\  iHCount   Carlton   having    succeeded    to  SOCIETY  BILL  [h.l.]. 

those  dignities  on  the  death  o(  his  uncle 

Edward  Montagu  Stuart  Granville  Earl  of  '  SCOTTISH  WIDOWS'  FUND  AND  LIFE 
Wharncliffe,  Viscount  Carlton,  etc.,  by  vir-  ;       ASSURANCE  SOCIETY  BILL  [h.l.]. 
tue  of  a  special  remainder  in  a  patent  dated  ,      ^       .^  j     -^.u    _     j        4. 
^    15th  January,   1876-Wa^  (in  the  usual        Reported  with  amendments. 

=^    manner)  introduced.  FOLKESTONE,     SANIXiATE,      AND 

I  ;        HYTHE  TRAMROADS  BILL  [h.l.]. 

•^  PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS,  ^^^^  ^''* 

I  ARMY    AND    NAVY    INVESTMENT 

I  TRUST  BILL  [H.L.]. 

*-  SOUTH  STAFFORDSHIRE  TRAMWAYS 

^  BILL  [H.L.].  NEW    RUSSIA    COMPANY    BILL   [h.l.]. 

I        A  petition  of  Messrs.  Sharpe, Parker,  •        ^^^.„^.,   ,  .,,„..,,«.,, 
I     Pritchards,  Barham,  and  Lawfo^^,  of  %  DONEGAL  RAILWAY  BILL  [h.l.]. 

"  Bridge  Street,  Westminster,  parliamentary  Read  2«  (according  to  order). 

c  agents,   praying  for   leave   to   present  a 

{|i  petition  of  Tipton  Urban  District  Council,  CHURCH'S  PATENT  BILL  [h.l.]. 

^  praying  to  be  heard  by  counsel  against 

s;  the    Bill,   although   the  time  limited  by  EAST   STIRLINGSHIRE   WATER    BILL 

^  Standing  Order   No.    92  for   presenting  [h.l.]. 

I  «uch    petition    has    expired ;    read,    and  p^LKIRK  AND  DISTRICT  WATER  BILL 

I  ordered  to  he  on  the  Table ;  and  Standing  [h.l.]. 

g  Order  No.  92  to  be  considered  on  Thursday 

I  next  in  order  to  its  being  dispensed  with  FALKIRK  CORPORATION  BILL  [h.l.]. 

§    ill  respect  of  the  said  petition. 

MOTHERWELL  WATER  BILL  [h.l.]. 

EAST  SHROPSHIRE  WATER  BILL  [ill.]. 


^      CARDIFF  CORPORATION  BILL  [h.l.]. 

""mELUNGTO^^  HEMEL    HEM^TEAD    CORPORATION 

DONMENT)  BILL  [H.L.1.  (WAlhR)  BILL  [H.L.]. 


?     .^«,r„T.^r,  .  ..^.    .  vT^    ,,^.w.   T. .  rx  «r . ..        GREAT  BERKHAMPSTEAD  WATER 
^     WHITECHAPEL  AND    BOW  RAILWAY  BILL  [h.l.]. 

Report  from  the  Committee  of  Selection, 

^    CHRI8TCHURCH,  BOURNEMOUTH,  AND    That  the  following  Lords  be  proposed  to 
WINTON   TRAMWAYS  BILL.  the  House  to  form  the  Select  Committee 

for  the  consideration  of  the  said  Bills — 
ST,     DAVID'S    RAILWAY     (ABANDON-    viz.  • 

MENT)    BILL.  ^' 

E.  Grey, 

IH'BLIN  ELECTRIC  LKiHTINCi   BILU  E.  Camperdown  (chairman), 

L.  Manners  of  Haddon, 

BLACKPOOL,     ST.      ANNE'S,    AND  L.  Saltoun, 

LYTHAM  TRAMWAYS  BILL.  L.  Sinclair  ; 

Examiner's  Certificates  of  non^om-  ^  ^^  ^  ^^^  ^^^  ^^^  L^^^^  appointed 
pliance  ^th  the  Stjmjng  Orders  refe^^^  ,  accordingly.  The  Committee  to  meet  on 
^  the  Standing  Orders  Committee  on  Tuesday  next,  at  Eleven  o'clock ;  and  all 
Monday  next.  petitions  referred  to  the  Committee,  with 

leave  to  the  petitioners  praying  to  be  heard 
MILFORD  DOCKS  BILL  [h.l.].  by  counsel  against  the  Bills  to  be  heard 

Committed.  as  desired,  as  also  counsel  for  the  Bills. 
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ASTON  MANOR  TRAM  WAYS  BILL  [H.  L.  ].  1  SOUTH    AFRICAN    WAR— TELEGRAMS 

I  TO  SOLDIERS  ON  SERVICE. 

HIGHAM  FERRERS  WATER  BILL  [h.l.].      .^^^  ^^^^^  ^^  LICHFIELD  :  I   beg  to 


IPSWICH    CORPORATION   TRAMWAYS 


ask   the  Postmaster   General    when    the 


LINCOLN  CORPORATION  (TRAMWAYS) 

BILL  [H.L.]. 


BILL  [H.L.].  '  scheme  of  registered  telegraphic  addresses 

for  the  troops  in  South  Africa,  promised 
by  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War,   will 

MENSTONE  WATER  (TRANSFER)  BILL    ^^^""^  ^^  ^"^^^  and  whether,  under  tbmt 

[ji  I  1  I  scheme,     four     words     costing     sixteen 

'  shillinfi^s  will  be  insisted  on  as  the  minimiim 
MERSEY  DOCKS  AND  HARBOUK       ,  f^r  thi address  of  a  private  soldier ;  also. 
BOARD  BILL  [H.L.].  I      i.  xu  ^i.  ^  ^i 

whether     the      arrangements      recent!  v 

NEWPORT  CORPORATION  BILL  [h.l]     ,  announced  in  the  press  relating  to  a  regi^ 

NEWPORT  (MONMOUTHSHIRE)  GAS      tered    code    word    for    inquiring    about 

BILL  [H.L.].  wounded  joldiers  cannot  be  modified  by 

x-rwDf^TT  T?  A  ornr'oxT    t>  4  rw  «r  *  xr    ,r.r«r.  *  i.;r    Icaving  out  thc  uamc  of  the  town  or  place 

'  request  of  the  noble  Duke,  I  postponed 
NORTH-EASTERN  RAILWAY  BILL  [H.L.].  |  this  question  from  last  week  until  to-day. 
Report  from  the  Committee  of  Selection,  I  ^th    the^  result    that  ^  the    Postmaster 
That  the  following  Lords  be  proposed  to    ^ 


General    has    been   enabled  during    the 
the  House  to  form  the  Select  ^Committee    interv^al  to  bring  out  the  scheme.     I  do  not 
for  the  consideration  of  the  said  Bills — 
viz.  : 


E.  Lucan, 


for  a  moment  complain  of  this,  because 
my  object  in  putting  down  the  question 
was  to  ascertain  the  cause  of  the  delay. 
I  was  beginning  to  fear  that  the  scheme 


E.  Verulam,  would  not  be  published  until  after  the 

T  '  J^*.^^^^^'»  i  completion  of  the  war.     The  noble  Mar- 

L.  Windsor  (chairman),  ^  quess  theSecretary  of  State  for  War  said, 

L.  Newton ;  ,  on  February  8th,  in  answer  to  a  question 

agreed  to  ;  and  the  said  Lords  appointed  '^^''^  ^  addressed  to  him- 
accordingly.  The  Committee  to  meet  on  ;  .  "  '^*»?  *'°*f  ^^'^  lias  considered  thU  matter 
Tuesday  next,  at  Eleven  o'clock;  and  all !  J^orprrT  ^^tVt^^l^.  It^^l 
petitions  referred  to  the  Committee,  with  framed,  and  htw  been  sent  out  to  South  Africa, 
leave  to  the  petitioners  praying  to  be  ^^d,  I  think,  must  liave  arrived  there  two  or 
heard  by  counsel  against  the'  Bills  to  be    ^***^  ^*y®  *^*'-     ^^  ®^"  ^  ^^  telegraphic 

heard  as  desired,  as  also  counsel  for  the    f^^*^«"<^jf«  {^J  the  Cape  have  infonne.1  u.,  a^ 
xi'ii  '  vvwuocj   lyji    i,i«3    ^i^gy  jj(j  doubt  Will  by  telegraph,  that  they  are 

^"'®'  ;  able  to  accept  the  coile,  the  new  arrangement 

will  come  into  force  and  will  be  made  known 

by  the  Post  Office  here."  * 

RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC 

The  noble  Marquess  made  that  statement 

nearly  a  month  ago,  and  no  doul>t  the 
ARMY   (MILITIA).  !  Postmaster  General   will   be  able  to  ex- 

Militia  Training  Return,  1899.  '  P^*^"  *'^®  afin^Q  of  the  great  delay  that 

has  taken  place.     The  scheme  appeared  in 
NAVY   ESTIMATES,  1900-1901.  ( ^^^  Saturday's  newspapers,  but  for  a  week 

Explanatory  Statement  of  the  First  Lord  1  ^®^^^®  ^^®"  *  ^^^^  extraordinary  state  of 

of  the  Admiralty.  '  affairs   existed.     The   Eastern  Telegraph 

J   1     ^  Company  had  been  advised,  either  by  toe 

Presented  {hy  Command),  and  ordered    Post    Office  or    the    War  Office,   about 

to  he  on  the  Table.  this    scheme,    and    for    a    week   before 

'it   was   made   public   the  company  were 

SHERIFFS*   ACCOUNTS.  taking  messages  under  the  scheme,  with 

Treasury  Warrant,  dated  27th  Novem- '  ^^®  result  that  the  fortunate  man  in  the 

ber,    1899,   appointing  Benjamin  James  I  street  who  went  direct  to    the   Ea.«tem 

Bridgeman,   Esq,,   and  George    William    Telegraph  Company  was  able  to  send  his 

Couch,  Esq.,  to  examine  sheriflfe'  accounts,  i  message  at  the  reduced  price,  whereas  the 

Laid  before  the  House  (pursuant  to  ActV       •~^     r^^ — ^~,' ;r; 

and  ordered  to  lie  on  Z  Table.  ^  ,  seriSl  Vd!  l^;ir^1S9?  '^'^  '"""* 
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unfortunate  man  in  the  street  who  used 
the  Post  Office  was  charged  at  the  old 
rate.  No  doubt  during  that  week  all  the 
messages  that  were  sent  by  the  Post 
Office  through  the  Eastern  Telegraph 
Company  were  charged  to  the  Post  Office 
at  the  reduced  rate,  and  I  should  like  to 
ask  the  Postmaster  General  whether  he 
can  see  his  way  to  refund  to  the  public 
the  excess  charged  to  them  during  that 
week.  With  regard  to  the  second  part  of 
my  question,  the  scheme  as  I  feared 
insists  upon  a  minimum  of  four  words 
for  the  address  of  a  soldier,  which 
therefore  costs  16s.  The  four  words 
consist,  first  of  all,  of  the  number  of 
the  private  ;  secondly,  of  his  name ; 
thirdly,  of  the  registered  telegraphic 
address  of  his  regiment ;  and,  fourthly, 
of  "  Cape  Town.'  I  would  venture  to 
suggest  that  the  name  is  quite 
unnecessary.  A  private  is  known 
by  his  number  in  the  regiment,  and 
a  number  can  be  safely  sent  bv  cable. 
All  business  men  assert  that  ttey  are 
accustomed  to  accept  numbers  sent  by 
cable  as  thoroughly  reliable,  and  if  a 
number  is  reliable  in  business  it  should 
be  reliable  enough  for  this  purpose. 
Moreover,  the  cable  companies  always 
repeat  numbers  to  make  sure  that  they 
arrive  correctly  at  the  other  end;  whereas 
they  do  not  repeat  a  word.  The  insertion 
of  the  name  of  a  private  should  certainly 
be  left  optional.  With  regard  to  "  Gape 
Town,'*  I  had  hoped  that  the  Government 
would  have  seen  their  way  to  have  incor- 
porated it  in  the  telcCTaphic  address  of 
the  regiment,  for  all  telegrams  go  to  Cape 
Town.  I  should  have  thought  the  Govern- 
ment could  easily  have  arranged  this  with 
the  Eastern  Telegraph  Company,  if  neces- 
sary by  paying  them  some  small  sum. 
But  if  the  authorities  do  not  see  their 
way  to  go  80  far  as  this,  I  would  urge 
them  to  approach  the  Telegraph  Company 
with  a  view  to  their  charging  2s.  instead 
of  48.  for  "  Cape  Town."  Looking  to  the 
fact  that  the  Eastern  Telegraph  Company 
have  had  an  enormous  increase  of  busi- 
ness in  consequence  of  the  war,  I 
cannot  but  feel  that  they  would  be  willing 
to  meet  the  authorities  in  a  liberal 
spirit  and  only  charge  half  price.  If  my 
suggestions  could  be  adopted  the  cost  of 
the  address  would  be  reduced  from  16s. 
to  8s.  or  lOs.  This  would  be  a  substan- 
tial reduction,  and  one  which  would  be 
very  much  appreciated.  Coming  to  the 
last  part  of  my  question,  I  thank  the 


authorities  for  having  introduced  a  regis- 
tered code  word  signifying  that  the 
soldier  is  in  hospital,  but  I  am  sorry  to 
see  in  the  statement  that  was  issued  that 
the  name  of  the  town  or  place  in  all  cases 
must  be  added.  This  will  to  a  great  extent 
destroy  the  value  of  the  concession,  because 
the  idea  was  that  whenever  anyone  read 
in  the  paper  that  his  relative  or  friend 
was  wounded  he  might  telegraph  at  once 
to  find  out  how  he  was  going  on.  How  is 
it  possible  for  the  public  to  know  to  what 
town  or  place  the  wounded  soldier  is 
taken  ?  It  is  impossible  to  know  this 
until  some  weeks  afterwards.  Seeing  that 
the  authorities  have  all  along  taken 
letters  to  the  troops  with  simply  the 
words  "  Cape  Colony  "  or  South  Africa," 
and  looking  to  the  fact  that  under  this  new 
scheme  they  are  going  to  deliver  tele- 
grams to  soldiers  not  wounded  without 
any  town  or  place  being  named,  they  should 
do  the  same  for  wounded  soldiers.  If  my 
proposal  should  be  adopted  I  take  it  that 
the  form  would  be  this.  For  a  wounded 
soldier  you  would  put  his  regimental 
number,  the  name  of  his  regiment,  and 
the  registered  code  word  signifying  that 
he  was  wounded  and  in  hospital,  and  the 
authorities  ought  to  have  very  little 
difficulty  in  sending  that  telegram  to  the 
hospital  in  which  the  wounded  soldier 
lies.  I  hope  the  Government  will  con- 
sider these  proposals,  not  so  much  as  a 
concession  to  the  public  at  home,  but  as 
a  small  concession  to  the  troops  who  have 
been  fighting  so  magnificently  for  us  in 
South  Africa. 

Lord  STRATHCONA  and  MOUNT 
ROYAL:  My  Lords,  I  hope  I  may  be 
permitted  to  say  a  word  on  this  question 
before  the  Postmaster  General  replies. 
We  all,  I  am  sure,  take  an  interest  in  the 
troops  in  South  Africa,  and  are  delighted 
to  find  that  a  certain  concession  is  being 
made  in  respect  of  telegrams  to  them ; 
but  I  think  every  noble  Lord  in  this 
House  and  every  one  in  another  place  will 
feel  that  it  would  be  quite  possible  to  do 
still  more.  The  troops  are  in  the  im- 
mediate service  of  the  Government,  and  I 
do  not  think  it  would  be  too  much  to 
to  expect  that  a  message  might  be  sent — 
not  only  the  address  but  the  whole  tele- 
gram— at  a  cost  of  two  shillings  a  word, 
lam  aware  that  it  depends  greatly  with  the 
Eastern  Telegraph  Company,  but  I  should 
think  that  a  great  and  wealthy  corpora- 
tion would  be  willing  to  accede  to  the 
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M  ish  of  the  Government  in  this  respect. 
We   find   that  throughout  the  whole   of 
the    country    companies  and  individuals 
are   doing  everything  they  can   for  the 
l>enefit  and   comfort    of   those   who   are 
fighting  so  bravely  and  nobly  for  us  in 
South  Africa.      I  regard  it,  my  Lords,  as 
the   duty  of  everybody,  whether  a  cor- 
poration or  an  individual,  to  do  so,  and  I 
should  hope  that  by  a  representation  to 
the  Eastern  Telegraph  Company  it  would 
be  possible  to  give  to  the  soldier  the  con- 
cession to  which  I  have  referred.     It  may 
seem  a  small  sum  to  noble  Lords,  but  16s. 
may  prevent  a  soldier  from  receiving  the 
word  of  comfort  he  is  longing  for  in  his 
sufferings.      I  would  go  even  further  and 
would  say  to  the  noble  Duke  the  Post- 
master General  that,    in  my   opinion,  it 
would  meet  the  general  approval  if,  by 
the    aid    of    Government,    a     ten-word 
message  could  be  sent  to  wounded  soldiers 
for  a  shilling.      I  hardly  think  that  the 
Kastern   Telegraph   Company  would    be 
willing   to   make   such  a  reduction,  but 
what  would  it  be  to  this  great  country  to 
pay  a  certain  sum  out  of  the  Treasury  to 
enable  this  to  be  done  ?      We  all  know 
how  anxious  a  mother,  a  sister,  a  wife,  or, 
it  may  be,  others  equally  near  and  dear  to 
those    in    South    Africa,    are    to     have 
only     one     word   with    those    of  whom 
they   think   so    much   and   whom    they 
love   so  dearly.     It  would    be  a  great 
consolation     to     them     if     they     could 
obtain  only  one  word  direct.     It  is  very 
different  from  seeing  the  news  of  them  in 
the  papers.     I   cannot   think   that  it  is 
impossible  for  such  a  scheme  to  be  carried 
out,  and  I  hope  the  advisability  of  it  will 
go  home  to  the  heart  of  the  noble  Duke. 
\Ve  are  all  willing  in  this  country  to  pay 
increased  taxation  that  the  honour  and 
dignity  of  the  Empire  may  be  maintained 
and  that  its  solidarity  may  be  assured, 
and  if  the  proposals  of  my  noble  friend 
cost    a    few   hundreds  or  thousands   of 
pounds     I     believe    the    money    would 
be    readily    voted    by     Parliament.       I 
apoloffise  for  detaining  your  Lordships  so 
long,  but  I  believe  I  have  spoken  what  is 
the  sentiment  and  the  wish  of  the  great 
majority  of  the  people  of  this  country. 

*The  POSTMASTER  GENERAL  (The 
Duke  of  Norfolk):  The  noble  Earl 
stated  that  his  motive  in  putting  this 
ijuestion  was  to  ascertain  the  cause  of  the 
delay  in  carrying  out  the  scheme  which 
was   promised  by  my  noble  friend  the 

Lord  Stralhcona  and  Mount  Rayah 


Secretary  of  State  for  War.     I  am  lK>iind 
to  say  that  his  question  does  not  suggest 
that   that  is  in  his  mind.     I   may   say, 
however,    that    the    delay    arose    from 
causes   on   the   other    side.      The    War 
Office  had  some  difiicidty  in  getting  satis- 
factory replies  to  the  questions  which  they 
found  it  necessar}'  to  ask.     The  answer  I 
have  prepared  to  the  question  of  the  noble 
Earl  is  as  follows  : — The  scheme  of  regis- 
tered telegraphic  addresses  for  the  troops 
in  South  Africa  was  put  into  force  on  the 
3rd  inst.     Under  that  scheme  the  address 
must  consist  of  at  least  four  words,  costing 
1 6s.  It  must  contain  the  number  and  name 
of  the  soldier  (two  words),  the  name  of  the 
regiment,  which  Anil  l>e  counted   as  one 
word,   and  the  address  to   Cape   Town, 
which  is  also  chargeable  as  one  word.     I 
have  communicated  with  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  War  as  to  the  possibility  of  this 
number  being  reduced,  and  if  anything 
further  can  be  done  in  this  direction  a 
notification  on  the  subject  will  at  once  be 
issued.     The  arrangements  referred  to  in 
the  last   part   of   the   question   are   still 
under  consideration,  but  the  name  of  the 
town  or  place  of  destination  is,  of  course, 
a  necessary  part  of  the  address  of  any 
telegram.     I  am  sure  every  one  in  this 
House   n^ust   feel   the  fullest    sympathy 
with  the 'noble  Lords  who  have  spoken  on 
this  subject,   but,    of  course,   there  are 
difficulties  to  be  dealt  with  in  the  matter. 
It  rests,  as  the  noble  Earl  said,  largely  in 
the  hands  of  the  Eastern  Telegraph  Com- 
pany.    It  is  not  a  matter  that  is  in  the 
hands  of  the  Government.     It  is  for  the 
nol>le  Manjuess  to  consider  the  proposal 
that   the  Government  should  undertake 
part  of  the  expense.     I  can  only  say  that 
the    Government    have    already    shown 
great     liberality     in     similar     matters, 
and     I     think      it    is     possible      they 
may  feel   that  the  pressure  is  becoming 
unduly  encoiu-aged  by  what  has  been  done. 
As   regards  the  statement  by  the  noble 
Earl,  that  before  our  scheme  was  properly 
under     way    the     company    themselves 
resorted  to  this  system  of  code   words, 
that,  of  course,  is  their  business  ;    but  if, 
on  inquiry,  it  is  found  that  we  have  been 
unduly  charging  the  public  for  soldiers' 
telegrams  which   have   been   sent  at  the 
cheaper  rate,  we  shall  take  all  the  means 
in  our  power  to  refmid  any  moneys  so 
received  by  us. 

♦The   Earl   of  LICHFIELD:    I   beg 
to     thank     the     noble     Duke     for    his 
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answer,  but  I  cannot  look  upon  it  as 
very  satisfactory.  He  said  it  was  a 
matter  for  the  Eastern  Telegraph  Company 
and  not  for  the  Government,  but  unless 
the  Government  approach  the  company 
the  latter  will  naturally  charge  the  full 
rates.  I  venture  to  suggest  that  the 
Government  should  consider  whether  thev 
could  not  approach  the  company  and  get 
some  reduction  for  the  troops  and  for  the 
public.  I  hope  the  not)le  Duke  will 
reconsider  this  question.  He  stated  in 
his  answer  that  the  name  must  be  put  in, 
but  I  still  maintain  that  it  is  quite  un- 
necessary. With  regard  to  the  hospital 
scheme,  I  cannot  undei'stand  how  it  is 
possible  for  people  in  this  country  to  know 
in  what  hospital  their  wounded  friends 
are  placed.  Surel}',  what  the  authorities 
are  doing  for  soldiers  who  are  not 
wounded  they  could  do  for  soldiers  who 
are,  and  deliver  telegrams  at  the  hospitals 
where  the  men  may  oe  lying.  I  hope  if 
any  concessions  are  made  a  fresh  state- 
ment will  be  issued  to  the  public  including 
both  the  Post  Office  scheme  and  the 
Hospital  scheme. 

Lord  TWEEDMOUTH  :  I  thhik  the 

suggestion    of    the    noble    Earl    follows 

directly  on  the  lines  of  the  instructions 

that  are  given  by  the  Post  Office  for  the 
direction  of  letters.  I  believe  the  proper 
way  to  address  a  letter  for  a  soldier  in 
South  Africa  is  to  give  his  name,  his 
regiment,  and  the  words  "South  Africa." 
It  seems  to  me  that  a  similar  arrangement 
with  regard  to  telegrams  might  very  well 
be  adopted,  and  the  telegram  forwarded 
to  the  place  where  the  soldier  actually  is. 

The   secretary   of  STATE   for 

WAR  (The  Marquess   of  Lansdowne)  : 

We  shall  be  glad  to  do  all  in  our  power  to 

further  abbreviate  these  messages  for  the 

benefit  of  those  who  desire  to  send  them. 
Something  has  been  achieved.  But,  as 
the  Postmaster  General  has  said,  it  does 
not  lie  entirely  with  us  on  this  side  to 
flictate  our  own  terms.  There  has  been  a 
somewhat  troublesome  negotiation  with 
the  local  Post  Office  authorities,  and  some 
time,  no  doubt,  was  spent  in  overcoming 
those  difficulties.  I  will  make  note  of 
the  suggestion  that  we  might  substitute 
for  the  soldier's  name  in  these  messages 
his  regimental  number.  If  it  is  possible 
to  carry  that  out  I  shall  be  very  glad  to 
facilitate  such  an  arrangement. 


The  Earl  of  LICHFIELD:  The 
scheme  directs  that  both  the  number 
and  the  name  should  be  given. 

The  Marquess   of    LANSDOWNE: 
I  I  promise  my  noble  friend  to  consider  his 
j  suggestion,  and  I  think  he  must  be  con- 
tent   with   that.      With   regard   to   the 
I  other  suggestion,  that  it  might  be  possible 
'  in    case   of    inquiries    after  a  wounded 
soldier  to  omit  the  name  of  the  station  at 
I  which  the  wounded  man  might   happen 
to  be  in  hospital,    I   am   told   that   that 
'  would  not  be  an  easy  arrangement,  and 
!  considerable    delay    might    be   incurred 
I  while    the    principal    medical   officer   to 
!  whom  the  telegram  is  addressed  is  finding 
out  at  what  particular   station   in  Cape 
Colony  or  Natal  the  man  for  whom  the 
message   was  intended  happened   to   be 
quartered,  but  I  shall  be  glad  to  look  into 
the    matter    further   if    the   noble   Earl 
desires  it.     With  regard  to  the  rates  per 
word,  they  are,  I  understand,  determined 
I  by  standing  arrangement  with  the  Eastern 
Telegraph  Company,  and  I  do  not  know 
that  it  would  be  an  easy  matter  to  obtain 
a  reconsideration  of  those  rates. 


Uoiise  adjourned  at  five  minutes 
before  Five  of  tlie  clock,  to 
Thursday  next,  half-past  Ten  of 
the  clock. 


HOUSE    OF    COMMONS. 

Tuesdiiy,  6th  March,  1900. 
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PRIVATE  BILLS  (STANDING  ORDER  e2 
COMPLIED  WITH). 

Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon  the  Tal)le 
Report  from  one  of  the  Examiners  of 
Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  That,  in  the 
case  of  the  following  Bills,  referred  on 
the  First  Reading  thereof,  Standing 
Order  No.  62  has  been  complied  with, 
namely — 

London  and  North  Western   Railway 
Bill. 

London   and  North  Western  Railway 
(Wales)  Bill. 

Ordered,  That  the  Bills  be  read  a  second 
time. 
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ABERDEEN  CORPORATION  TRAM- 
WAYS BILL. 

NEWCASTLE-UPON-TYNE  ELECTRIC 
SUPPLY   BILL. 

Head  a  second  time,  and  committed. 

HUNTINGDON  CORPORATION  BILL 
(BY  ORDER). 

Second  Reading  deferred  till  Tuesday 
next. 

KNOTT  END   RAILWAY  BILL 
(BY  ORDER). 

Second  Reading  deferred  till  Tuesday, 
20th  March. 

OSSETT  GAS  BILL  (BY  ORDER). 
Read  a  second  time,  and  committed. 

SOUTH    EASTERN    METROPOLITAN 
TRAMWAYS  BILL  (BY  ORDER). 

Second  Reading  deferred  till  Monday 
next. 

WELLINGBOROUGH     AND     DISTRICT 
TRAMROADS  BILL  (BY  ORDER). 

Read  a  second  time,  and  committed. 

Mr.  lough  (Islington,  W.) :  I  have 
an  Instruction  on  the  Paper  with  regard  to 
this  Bill  which  I  understand  the  pro- 
moters are  willing  to  consider  favourably. 
It  is  to  the  same  effect  as  the  Instructions 
carried  last  week  with  regard  to  similar 
Bills,  and  the  object  is  to  secure  some  neces- 
sary amendments  in  the  clause  relating  to 
cheap  fares  for  the  labouring  classes  and 
the  hours  at  which  workmen's  cars  shall 
run.  In  this  Bill  the  clause  is  in  about 
the  worst  form  of  any  I  have  seen  this 
session,  for  it  provides  that  the  cars  shall 
not  run  after  6  a.m.  or  till  after  6  p.m.  I 
beg  to  move  the  Instruction  standing  in 
my  name. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  an  Instruction  to  the 
Committee  on  the  W^ellingborough  and 
District  Tramroads  Bill  to  inquire 
whether  it  is  desirable  that  Clause  44  of 
the  Bill  (Cheap  fares  for  the  labouring 
classes)  should  be  amended  in  respect  of 
the  hours  at  which  the  cars  should  be  run, 
the  number  of  cars  to  be  provided,  and 
the  maximum  and  the  minimum  fares  to  be 
charged. — (Mr.  Lough.) 

TAUNTON    CORPORATION    BILL. 

Mr.  STRACHEY  (Somersetshire,  S.)  :  I 
beg  to  move  the  Instruction  standing  in 
my  name,  and  I  do  so  with  the  knowledge 


that  not  only  the  Taunton  Corporation 
but  the  people  of  the  county  of 
Somerset  agree  to  it,  and  that  it  will  be 
i  supported  by  the  hon.  Members  for 
Taunton  and  West  Somerset,  whose 
names  are  on  the  back  of  the  Bill. 
On  the  Second  Reading  of  this  Bill* 
the  Secretary  to  the  Local  Govern- 
'ment  Board  objected  to  the  Instruc- 
tion I  am  about  to  move,  because 
the  clause,  as  it  stands  in  the  Bill, 
represents  a  .  compromise  arrived  at 
on  the  subject  last  session  between 
representatives  of  the  Local  Government 
Board,  the  Board  of  Agriculture,  the 
municipal  corporations,  and  the  Parlia- 
mentary Committee  of  the  Central 
Chamber  of  Agriculture.  But  I  would 
point  out  that  the  representatives  of  the 
County  Councils  Association  were  not 
asked  to  the  conference.  And  why  1 
Because  if  they  had  taken  part  in  it  they 
would  undoubtedly  have  protested  against 
the  invasion  of  their  rights  which  was 
agreed  to.  What  is  proposed  by  the 
Bill  is  an  unnecessary  interference  with 
the  proper  and  legitimate  duties  of  county 
councils.  Last  year  the  Corporation  of 
Leeds  inserted  in  its  Bill  a  clause  similar 
to  the  Instruction  I  am  now  proposing, 
and  if  the  Instruction  is  adopted,  the  end 
aimed  at  by  the  clause,  namely,  that  of 
ensuring  the  supply  of  uncontaminated 
milk,  will  be  attained  without  injustice 
being  done  to  the  farmer.  It  will  l>e 
remembered  that  the  Local  Government 
Board  objected  to  the  Leeds  clause,  and 
the  Committee,  after  hearing  Mr.  Boyce, 
their  representative,  rejectea  it ;  but  the 
county  councils  of  the  West  Hiding  of 
Yorkshire  felt  so  strongly  about  it,  and 
were  so  cordially  supported  by  the  urban 
and  rural  local  authorities,  that  they  got  it 
re-inserted  by  the  Lords  Committee,  who 
held  that  the  model  clause  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  constituted  an  unneces- 
sary interference  ^\ith  the  local  authorities. 
The  Committee  also  recognised  the  fair- 
ness and  justice  of  takmg  these  cases 
before  two  justices  instead  of  one,  so  as 
to  secure  a  proper  hearing  for  the 
farmer.  I  shall  perhaps  be  met  with 
the  argument  that  it  is  the  duty  of  the 
Local  Government  Board  to  see  after  the 
proper  sanitation  of  dairies,  and  to  secure 
that  the  milk  sold  does  not  contain  the 
slightest  taint.      I  agree  with  that,  and 

*  See    The  Parliamentary  Debater  [Fourth 
Series],  Vol.  Ixxix.,  p.  1516. 
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I  would  point  out  that  under  Section  34 
<d  the  Diseases  of  Animals  Act  they  are 
empowered  to  act  when  the  local 
authority  fails  to  do  its  duty.  There  is, 
therefore,  not  the  slightest  ground  for 
saying  that  these  clauseis  are  necessary  in 
the  interests  of  the  supply  of  pure  milk. 
All  parties  are  agreed  on  the  main 
matter,  and  therefore  it  simply  comes  to 
this,  that  the  Local  Government  Board 
wishes  to  force  on  the  people  of  Somerset 
a  form  of  procedure  which  they  object  to. 
The  Somerset  Chamber  of  Commerce  has 
expressed  «n  opinion  favourable  to  my 
Instruction,  and  to-day  the  Central 
Chamber  of  Agriculture  has  passed  a 
resolution  approving  of  the  clause  being 
inserted.  Therefore  it  resolves  itself  into 
this,  that  the  Local  Government  Board 
are  going  to  dictate  to  the  people  of 
Taunton  what  local  regulations  they  shall 
possess,  whether  they  like  them  or  not. 

Sir  a.  ACLAND-HOOD(Somer»et8hire, 
Wellington) :  I  have  very  little  to  say  in 
seconding  this  Instruction  beyond  what 
has  been  advanced  by  the  hon.  Member 
for    South   Somerset.     As    one    of    the 
backers  of  the  Bill  I  communicated  with 
the   Corporation  of   Taunton,   and  they 
readily  agreed   to  the  insertion  of  the 
clause  suggested  in  the  Instruction.     As 
regards  the  attitude  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment  Board,  I   would  ask  why  that  De- 
partment, in  this  case,  wishes  to  deprive 
the   farmers  of    ordinary    justice.     The 
demand  is  simply  that,  before  the  corpora- 
tion goes  outside  its  own  boundary,  an 
order  of  two  justices  shall  be  obtained, 
and  I  think  that  is  a  perfectly  fair  and 
reasonable  proposal.     In  my  opinion,  this 
question  of  the  right  of  municipalities  to 
_go  outside  their  own  areas  ought  not  to 
^)e  dealt  with   by  private  Bills,  but  by  a 
public  Bill  dealing  with  the  whole  case. 
I  am  afraid  that  the  policy  of  the  Gk)vem- 
ment  is  to  let  these  clauses  be  inserted  in 
a  lot  of  private  Bills,  and  then  to  turn 
round  and  say  that,  since  every  corpora- 
tion has  them,  they  shall  be  the  law  of 
the    land.      That  is    a   very  intelligible 
policy,  but  not  a  very  honest  one.     It  the 
Oovemment  oppose  this  Instruction,  they 
will  be    agreeing  to    different   laws  for 
different  counties,  since  Leeds  already  has 
such  a  clause.     Yorkshire  is  a  large,  rich, 
and    thickly     populated    county,    while 
Somersetshire     is    comparatively    small, 
weak,   and  poor;  but  I  think  that  the 
farmers  of  Somerset  should  have  at  least 


the  same  measure  of  justice  meted  out  to 
them  as  those  of  Yorkshire.  I  sincerely 
hope  that  the  hon.  Member  will  go  to  a 
division,  if  only  as  a  protest  against  this 
anomaly,  against  a  proposal  which  would 
enable  a  body  which  is  not  a  judicial 
body  to  act  as  judge  and  jury  in  its  own 
case  and  to  close  any  man's  premises.  I 
know  of  no  other  business  which  could 
be  closed  in  the  same  way. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  it  be  an  Instruction  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Taunton  Corporation  Bill 
to  provide  in  Part  III.  of  the  Bill  that 
the  powers  of  the  Corporation  and  their 
officers  to  inspect  cows  and  dairies  out- 
side the  borough  be  not  exercised  with- 
out the  previous  order  of  two  Justices 
sitting  in  Petty  Sessions  and  having 
jurisdiction  in  the  district  wherein  the 
dairy  is  situate,  and  that  such  order  he 
not  made  unless  the  said  Justices  are 
satisfied  that  the  local  authority  of  the 
said  district  has  not  already  dealt  with 
the  case." — {Mr,  Sirachey,) 

Mr.  CHANNING  (Northamptonshire, 
E.):  I  heartily  agree  with  my  hon. 
and  gallant  friend  the  Member  for  the 
Wellington  Division  in  wishing  that  this 
subject  could  be  .'dealt  with  in  a  public 
Bill  on  broad  lines.  But  I  wish  to  sup- 
port as  wise  and  on  the  whole  as  the  best 
compromise  on  this  question  the  model 
clauses  which  were  arrived  at  last  year. 
I  do  not  know  what  course  the  Govern- 
ment propose  to  take,  but  I  hope  the 
House  will  support  that  compromise. 
How  were  these  model  clauses  arrived  atl 
Bills  were  introduced  by  several  most  im- 

rtant  corporations  in  the  north  of 
ngland  taking  the  power  already 
enjoyed  and  exercised  by  the  city  of 
Glasgow  to  go  outside  their  own  areas  in 
order  to  prevent  the  inhabitants  being 
supplied  with  contaminated  milk  from  the 
rural  districts.  That  was  a  very  wide 
power,  and  it  was  only  after  consultation 
between  the  President  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  and  representatives 
of  the  Board  of  Agriculture  and  the 
Central  Chamber  of  Agriculture  that 
these  model  clauses  were  drafted.  It 
seems  to  me  that  they  go  quite  far 
enough  in  the  way  of  limiting  the  powers 
of  these  communities  to  protecting  the 
health  of  the  inhabitants,  and  that  if  we 
are  to  set  up  the  jurisdiction  of  two 
county     magistrates    sitting    in     petty 
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sessions,  who  might  possibly  look  solely 
to  the  interests  of  the  farmers  supplying 
the  milk,  we  should  be  taking  the  serious 
step  of  increasing  the  obstacles  which 
already  stand  in  the  way  of  the  autho- 
rities protecting  the  health  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  great  towns  in  this  matter  of 
milk  supply. 

*Mr.  JEFFREYS  (Hampshire,  N.)  sug- 
gested that  instead  of  pressing  this  manda- 
tory Instruction  to  the  Committee,  the  hon. 
Member  should  consent  to  insert  before 
the  words  "  to  provide,"  the  words  "  to 
consider  whether  it  is  desirable." 

Mr.    STKACHEY:     I    am    afraid   I 
cannot  accept  that. 

*.Mr.  JEFFREYS  thought  that  a  very 
unwise  decision,  as  the  Committee  would 
be  able  with  such  an  Instruction  to  con- , 
sider  the  whole  matter. 

Mr.  STRACHEY  :  Thev  considered  it 
last  year,  and  objected  to  it. 

♦Mr.  JEFFREYS  reminded  the  House  • 
that  in  the  agreement  that  was  come  to 
last  year  it  was  thought  by  several  that 
the  order  of  one  magistrate  in  a  locality  i 
to  inspect  farm  premises  would  be  suf-  j 
ficient,   but  in   tne   House   of   Lords   it  I 
was  thought  better  to  require  two  magis- ' 
trates.     Surely  it  would   be  wise  so  to 
word  the  Instruction  that  the  Committee  i 
would   seriously    consider    whether    the 
order  of  one  magistrate  was  sufficient,  or 
whether  it  would  be  a  greater  protection 
to  the  farmers  if  the  order  of  two  magi- 
strates was  requii*ed. 

*xMr.  jMcKENNA  (Monmouthshire,  N.) 
trusted  the  House  would  not  accept  the 
Instruction.  The  matter  would  doubtless 
be  considered  fully  before  the  Committee, 
and  the  evidence  taken  would  be  printed. 
If  after  reading  the  evidence  tne  hon. 
Gentleman  the  mover  of  the  Instruction  | 
was  not  satisfied  with  the  action  of  the  \ 
Committee,  he  would  still  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  bringing  the  matter  before  the 
House. 

Mr.  HOBHOUSE  (Somersetshire,  E.) 
could  not  understand  why,  if  all  the  dis- 
tricts concerned  were  agreed,  that  agree 
ment  should  be  overthrown  or  objected  to 
by  the  Local  Government  Board.  If  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  thought  a  uniform 

ilf?\  Channing, 


clause  throughout  the  country  was  desir- 
able, a  public  Bill  ought  to  be  introduced 
dealing  with  this  important  question. 
But  if  he  did  not  consider  it  worth  special 
legislation  in  that  way  the  question  oiight 
to  be  settled  to  A  large  extent  by  the 
opinion  of  the  locality.  He  ventured  to 
think,  however,  that  the  Police  and  Sani- 
tary Committee  was  not  the  best  body  to 
deal  with  the  matter,  as  that  Committee 

'  was  very  much  in  the  hands  of  the  Local 
Government  Board.  But  if  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  would  say  that  his  Department 

I  would  not  interfere  with  or  put  pressure 
upon  the  Committee  he  would  be  inclined 
to  advise  the  acceptance  of  the  modified 

I  Instruction    suggested     by    a     previous 

!  speaker. 

Colonel  WELBY  (Taunton)  thought 
that  if  the  Instruction  was  allowed  to  pass, 

.  it  being  made  perfectly  clear  that  it  was 
not  to  be  regarded  as  a  precedent,  it 
would  be  a  recognition  of  the  unity  of 
interests  between  the  small  countv 
boroughs   and   the   district  around,  and 

I  would  show  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's 

I  sympathy  with  agriculture. 

The  president  of  the  LOCAL 
I  GOVERNiMENT  BOARD  (Mr.  Chaplix, 
j  Lincolnshire,  Slcaford) :  I  think  this 
I  proposed  Instruction  is  to  be  deprecated 
on  various  grounds.  The  hon.  Member 
who  moved  the  Instruction  bases  his 
support  of  it  upon  the  ground  that  it  is 
desirable  in  the  interests  of  agriculture. 
I  am  probably  as  much  interested  in  agi-i- 
culture  as  any  Member  of  this  House, 
and  my  opinion  is  that  even  upon 
that  ground  alone  it  would  be  diffi- 
cult to  show  that  the  Instruction  was 
desirable.  The  House  remembers  what 
has  happened  with  regard  to  this  ques- 
tion in  the  past.  Of  late  years  there  has 
been  a  very  laudable  and  proper  desire 
to  arrest,  in  the  interest  of  public  health, 
the  spread  of  tuberculosis,  and  measures 
which  were  proposed  with  this  object  last 
year  brought  me  into  conflict  at  once  with 
two  great  and  different  interests — the 
interest  of  agriculture  on  the  one  hand* 
and  the  interest  represented  by  medical 
experts  and  those  interested  in  public 
health  on  the  other.  A  number  of 
private  Bills  were  brought  in  last  year 
purely  in  the  interests  of  public  healthy 
but  were  held  to  be  extremely  injurious 
to  certain  branches  of  the  agricultural 
interest.     As    President    of    the     Local 
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Government  Board  these  Bills  naturally 
came  before  me.  In  conjunction  with  my 
right  hon.  friend  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Agriculture  I  resolved  to  see 
whether  some  arrangement  could  not  be  j 
made  by  which  these  two  great  interests  | 
on  this  question  would  be  brought  to 
a  common  understanding.  After  much 
trouble  and  many  conferences  between  j 
representatives  of  the  agricultural  interest  j 
on  the  one  hand,  and  medical  and  sanitary  | 
experts  on  the  other,  an  arrangement 
was  arrived  at,  and  clauses,  which  have 
been  referred  to  as  model  clauses, 
agreed  to.  The  view,  certainly,  of  my 
right  hon.  friend,  of  myself,  and  of  most 
of  those  interested  in  medical  science 
was  that  the  arrangement  was  a  very 
desirable  one,  and  one  which  ought  to  be 
adhered  to.  That^  however,  is  not  the 
view  of  the  hon.  Member  opposite.  He 
has  come  forward  with  a  mandatory  In- 
struction, which  upon  that  ground  I 
think  is  to  be  highly  deprecated,  and  he 
seeks  to  impose  upon  the  Committee  up- 
stairs the  duty  of  including  this  particular 
clause  in  the  Bill.  I  think  the  House  will 
see  itself  that  it  is  not  desirable  that  such 
an  Instruction  should  be  passed.  I  have 
been  asked  whether  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  will  interfere.  My  intention 
with  regard  to  that  would  be  to  leave  this 
question  entirely  for  the  consideration  of 
the  Committee.  I  would  ask  the  House 
to  remember  that  a  general  agreement  has 
been  come  to  between  the  two  parties, 
and  now  it  is  sought  to  override  that 
arrangement.  If  such  a  course  is  adopted 
in  this  particular  case,  what  is  to  prevent 
the  powerful  representatives  of  the 
medical  and  sanitary  interests  attempting 
to  reverse  what  has  been  done  in  the 
past,  and  introducing  clauses  far  more  ex- 
treme and  far  more  injurious  in  their 
character  to  the  agricultural  interests 
than  at  present  exist?  If  on  no  other 
grounds  than  that  of  the  interest  of  agri- 
culture itself,  I  most  strongly  advise  the 
rejection  of  this  Instruction. 

Lord  EDMOND  FITZMAURICE 
(Wiltshire,  Cricklade)  said  he  was  very 
anxious  that  a  compromise  should  be 
arrived  at.  There  was  really  a  great 
deal  to  be  said  on  both  sides.  He  himself 
might  perhaps  be  suspected  of  being 
unduly  prejudiced  in  regard  ^  to  what 
might  be  called  the  county,  view  of  the 
question,  because  he  was  intimately  con- 
nected  with  the  administration   of    the 


county,  but  he  had  very  great  sympathy 
with  any  effort  made  by  a  borough 
authority  to  obtain  a  purer  supply  of 
milk  within  its  own  district.  That  effort 
could  not  be  effective  unless  a  borough 
authority  or  the  urban  council  had  some 
power  of  control  immediately  out- 
side its  own  limits,  or  unless  the 
county  authority  were  thoroughly 
in  earnest  with  regard  to  sanitary 
control  and  inspection.  In  the  north  of 
England,  which  was  more  progresssve 
than  the  south,  the  county  authorities 
might  be  trusted  in  the  matter,  but  when 
a  borough  authority  in  the  south  of 
England  asked  for  powers  to  enable  it  to 
deal  with  the  causes  of  sanitary  con- 
tamination outside  its  own  area  the  House 
threw  cold  water  on  the  demand.  A 
county  employing  a  medical  officer  of 
health  stood  in  a  different  position  from 
that  occupied  by  a  county  without  such 
an  officer.  The  county  of  Somerset, 
although  the  question  was  twice  discussed, 
had  not  appointed  a  medical  officer  of 
health.  Not  long  ago  there  was  a 
terrible  outbreak  of  infectious  disease  in 
Bristol  in  which  many  valuable  live:^ 
were  sacrificed,  especially  in  Clifton 
College,  and  in  the  report  on  that  outbreak 
by  the  medical  officer  of  health  for  Bristol,. 
Somerset  did  not  occupy  a  very  strong 
position.  Therefore  he  hoped  that  the 
hon.  Member,  in  view  of  the  large  con- 
cession to  his  views  which  had  been  made,, 
would  not  persist  in  his  Instruction. 

Sir  WALTER  FOSTER  (Derbyshire, 
Ilkeston)  said  he  would  rather  that  the 
House  should  express  an  opinion  on  the 
Instruction,  for  it  involved  a  very  impor- 
tant matter  affecting  the  public  health. 
If  the  corporation  of  Taunton  discpvered 
that  the  residents  were  being  poisoned  by 
infectious  matter  introduced  from  outside 
it  was  important  that  it  should  have  the 
earliest  opportunity  of  finding  out  the 
source  of  that  poison.  The  Instructioi; 
would  involve  very  considerable  delay. 
The  matter  was  urgent  and  he  hoped  the 
House  would  reject  the  Instruction  in  the 
interests  of  agriculturists  no  less  than  of 
the  public  health. 

Mr.  JAMES  LOWTHER  (Kent, 
Thanet)  asked  if  the  (government  agreed 
to  the  assent  of  one  justice  being 
obtained. 

The  secretary  to  the  LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Mr.    T.  W. 
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Russell,  Tyrone,  S.) :  Yes,  Sir.      That       Question  put. 
provision  is  included  in  the  bill. 

The  House  divided  : — Ayes,  109  ;  Noes, 
^lR.  JAMES  LOWTHER  said  he  was  I  172.     (Division  List  No.  58.) 
inclined  to  accept  the  modification. 
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LANCASTER    CORPORATION    BILL 
(BY    ORDER.) 

*Mr.  CARVELL  WILLIAMS  (Not- 
tinghamshire, Mansfield)  :  It  is  at  the 
request  of  the  Nonconformists  of  the 
burgh  of  Lancaster  and  of  other  inhabitants 
that  I  move,  "That  it  be  an  Instruction  to 
the  Committee  to  leave  out  Clauses  90 
and  91  (Provisions  as  to  tithe  in  the  town 
of  Lancaster)."  I  may  be  told  that  in 
doing  80  I  am  acting  contrary  to  the 
wishes  of  a  large  portion  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Lancaster ;  but  while  I  admit 
that  the  people  of  Lancaster  are  in 
favour  of  the  Bill  as  a  >vhole,  there  is  yet 
a  strong  body  of  opposition  to  the  clauses 
to  which  I  wish  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  House.  It  is  true  that  a  town's 
meeting  held  in  January  last  expressed , 
approval  of  the  Bill,  but  that  meeting  was  I 
held  at  a  time  of  the  day  when  few  of  | 
the  inhab'.tants  could  attend.  It  was  also  | 
very  imperfectly  advertised;  the  result 
being  that  very  few  were  present — not 
above  thirty.  At  the  opening  of  the 
meeting  the  mayor  made  a  statement 
that  the  resolution  to  be  submitted  in 
favour  of  the  Bill  must  be  either  accepted 
or  rejected  as  a  whole,  and  that  he  could 
accept  no  amendment.     The   result  was 


that  those  who  were  opposed  to  these  two 
clauses  could  not  object  to  them  without 
rejecting  the  measure  as  a  whole.  An 
opinion  was  expressed  on  that  occasion 
that  the  meeting  should  be  adjourned  to 
the  evening,  but  that  was  defeated,  and  the 
Bill  was  sanctioned  by  twenty-one  against 
eight  inhabitants.  That  is  the  extent  to 
which  the  clauses  are  approved  of.  It 
may  be  further  objected  that  the  in- 
habitants mifht  have  petitioned  against 
the  clauses,  but  the  answer  to 
that  is  that  the  inhabitants  apart 
from  the  corporation  have  no  locim 
standi.  The  House  will  bear  in  mind 
that  the  clergy  of  this  country  who 
receive  their  incomes  from  tithe  rent- 
charge  do  so  under  the  general  law  of 
1836— the  Tithe  Commutation  Act.  The 
House  also  knows  that  the  amount  of  the 
tithe  rent-charge  received  by  the  clergy 
is  dependent  upon  the  seven  years  aver- 
age of  the  price  of  corn — with  this  result, 
that  £100  of  tithe  rent-charge  is  now 
only  worth  £66  15s.  9^.  If  the  vicar  of 
Lancaster  were  remunerated  on  the  same 
terms  he  would  be  receiving  less  than  a 
third  of  the  sum  which  he  actually 
receives.  But  the  vicar  of  Lancaster  is 
not     subject     to    such     vicissitudes   as 
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his  brother  clergy.     He  has  the  benefit  addition      to     the     money     voluntarily 

of  an  Act  of  Parliament  all  to  himself —  paid     for     this     purpose,     the      inhabi- 

an  Act  passed  in  the  reign  of  George  IV.  tants      of      the     townships      have      to 

— in   the  days   of  close  and  corrupt  cor-  pay  their  share  of  the  ^1,358   received 

porations,    before    the    passing    of    the  by  the  non-resident  vicar  of  Lancaster. 

Keform    Act   of    1832    and    the   Muni-  The  only  point  of  connection  between  the 

cipal  Corporations  Act  of  i843,  when  it  vicar  and  these  particular  townships    is 

was  possible  to  perpetrate  any  job,  either  what  may  l)e  termed  a  cash  nexus.    Then, 

in    Church    or    State,   with   the   utmost  strange   to   say,    the    vicar    retains    the 

facility.     At   that  time   the  tithes  were  patronage   of   some   of   the   churches    in 

paid  in  kind  almost  overy>vhere,  and  the  these  townships.     All  this  has  been  going 

Act   recites   that   disputes  had  arisen  in  on  for  three  quarters  of  a  century,  and  this 

regard  to  the  amounts  which  were  pay- 1  Bill  proposes  that,  except  in  a  very  fra^- 

able.     It  also  contains  this  curious  state-  mcntary  way,  it  should  go  on  still.    There 

ment :  that  several  of  the  townships  of  the  is   another   point ;    instead  of  the   vicar 

parish  of  Lancaster  are  at  a  considerable  collecting  the  tithe  himself,  each  town- 


distance  from  the  parsonage  of  Lancaster, 
and  that  the  collection  of  the  tithes  and 
of  the  I'laster  offerings  is  thereby  rendered 


ship  must  appoint  two,  three,  or  four 
collectors  to  collect  its  quota  of  the 
amount  of  £1 ,358  due.  Whatever  may  have 


difficult  and  made  expensive ;  and  so  for  been  the  case  when  the  Act  was  passed, 
the  convenience  of  the  vicar  and  the  benefit  the  office  of  collector  at  the  present  time 
of  the  occupiers,  the  tithes  and  Easter  |  has  become  most  disagreeable.  Because 
dues  were  alx)lished,  and  a  substitute  it  was  opposed  by  the  Nonconformists, 
was  found  for  them.  It  was  then  enacted  i  some  of  them  have  been  compelled  by 
that  a  corn  rent  of  £1,358  should  be  ,  the  force  of  law  to  undertake  what  is  to 
raised  from  certain  townships  in  Lan- 1  them  an  odious  duty  ;  and  in  the  last 
caster,  and  a  special  provision  was  made  i  few  weeks,  the  parish  having  neglected 
that  the  l)orough  of  Lancaster  should  i  to  appoint  collectors,  a  mandamus  has 
pay  £42  10s.  a  year  out  of  the  poor  I  been  issued  to  compel  them  to  do  so. 
rate,  and  £167  10s.  in  a  corn  rent.  Objection  is  taken  not  only  to  the  mode 
The  House  will  be  astonished  to  hear  of  collection,  but  also  to  the  exaction, 
what  was  the  Imsis  of  calculation  If  the  Lancaster  Corporation  had  made 
on  which  the  amount  of  corn  rent  of  i  a  bold  attempt  to  remove  this  grievance 
£1,358  was  fixed  in  the  Act.  It  was  upon  I  it  would  have  been  far  better;  but  in- 
the  basis  that  wheat  would  never  be  stead  of  doing  that  they  have  dealt  with 
lower  than  978.  6d.  per  quarter,  and  it ;  the  matter  in  a  fragmentary,  narrow,  and 
was  expressly  provided  that,  however  I  pettifogging  manner,  the  result  beiue  to 
low  the  price  of  wheat  might  be,  the  corn  leave  untouched  the  real  grievance,  which 
rent  shoidd  never  be  below  £1,358.  Now  I  will  remain  as  it  is  in  all  the  townships  not 
wheat  in  the  year  1823,  the  year  before  '  affected  by  this  Bill.  It  does  not  even 
the  Act  was  passed,  was  sdid  at  the  rate  !  remove  the  grievance  in  the  district  in 
of  only  53s.  4d.  per  quarter,  and  at  the  |  which  it  is  to  operate.  In  my  opinion 
present  time  it  is  sold  at  the  rate  of  the  House  will  do  a  service,  not  only  to 
26s.  lOd.  per  quarter.  I  think  the  House  i  the  town  of  Lancaster,  but  to  the  Chui-ch 
will  agree  with  me  that  that  was  a  most '  also,  by  rejecting  these  clauses,  and 
exorbitant  provision  at  that  time  ;  but ;  thereby  compelling  the  corporation  to 
it  has  become  scandalously  exorbitant  deal  with  this  subject,  not  in  the  spirit  of 
now.  Since  the  Act  was  passed  a  com  |  the  times  of  the  Georges,  but  in  accord- 
plete  change  has  taken  place  in  the  ,  ance  with  the  better  sentiments  of  these 
parish  of  Lancaster.  What  were  then  j  times, 
the  mral  parts  of  the  townships  have  now  ; 

been  divided  into  district  parishes,  with  !      Mr.  PEIiKS  (Lincolnshire,  Louth)  for- 
their  own  churches,  their  own  clergy,  and    mally  seconded  the  motion, 
their  own  parochial   machinery,  and  the  i 

inhabitants  of  most  of  these  townships  Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
receive  no  guidance,  no  spiritual  instruc-  "  That  it  be  an  Instruction  to  the  Commit- 
tion,  no  help  from  the  Wear  of  Lancaster,  tec  on  the  Lancaster  Corporation  Bill  to 
The  clergy  of  these  district  parishes  are  I  leave  out  Clauses  90  and  91  (Provisions  as 
paid  out  of  pew-rents,  subscriptions,  to  tithe  in  the  township  of  Lancaster).'' — 
and   a   few  small   endowments  ;  but    in  ,  {Mr,  Carvell  fVtllianis.) 

Mr,  Cai-vell  Williams, 
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♦xMr.  J.  \V.  LOWTHER  (Cumberland, 
Penrith) :  The  hon.  Gentleman  who  has 
just  resumed  his  seat  anticipated  that  I 
should  have  something  to  say  in  this 
matter,  and  the  sooner  I  say  it  the  sooner 
the  debate  will  reach  a  conclusion.  The 
House  is  becoming  somewhat  impatient  of 
I n!it ructions  to  the  Committee  to  do  things 
which  the  Committee  can  do  without 
Instructions,  and  I  look  on  all  such  In- 
structions with  suspicion.  I  look  on 
mandatory  Instructions  with  grave  sus- 
picion, but  when  those  mandatory  Instruc- 
tions are  to  give  powers  to  the  Police 
and  Sanitary  Committee,  I  look  upon 
them  with  the  gravest  suspicion.  If 
these  two  clauses  are  removed,  the 
effect  will  be  to  retain  for  the  Vicar 
a  sum  of  £76  a  year  which  he  is 
ready  to  sacrifice.  I  cannot  say  if 
what  is  proposed  is  a  fair  bargain  or 
not,  because  I  have  no  means  of  test- 
ing the  evidence.  Under  the  circum- 
stances, what  I  shall  ask  the  House  to  \ 
do  is  not  to  pursue  this  question,  but  i 
to  send  the  matter  before  a  Committee, 

'    I 

who,  having  all  the  evidence  l>efore  them,  : 
and  having  heard  all  sides,  will  arrive  at  a 
conclusion.  If  they  consider  the  Bill  is 
a  fair  one  they  will  accept  the  clauses, 
if  they  come  to  any  other  conclusion  they 
will  reject  it. 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

SOUTH    METROPOLITAN   GAS   BILL 
(BY  OHDEK). 

Mr.    lough   (Islington,    W.) :    The 
Instruction  which  I  have  placed  upon  the 
Paper  appears  complicated  in  form,  but  it 
is  really  very  simple  in  its  object.     The 
object  of  the  Instruction  is  that  this  House 
instructs   the   Committee   on   the  South 
Metropolitan   Gas  Bill  to  insert  certain 
clauses  in  the  Bil*  to  carry  out  the  recom- 
mendations   of    the    Select     Committee 
which  considered   the  metropolitan    gas 
companies.     I  think  it  will  be  agreed  that 
this  Instruction,  at  any  rate,  is  absolutely 
necessary,  l)ecause  the  Select  Committee 
to  which  reference  is  made  was  a  very  im- 
portant body  appointed   by  the  present 
(Tivernment,  moved  for  by  the  other  side 
of  the  House,  and  which  carried  on  its 
deliberations  iFor  three  or  four  months  of 
last  year.     Unless  such  an  Instruction  as 
is  down  on  the  Paper  is  agreed  to,  the 
Gas    Bill    which   has    already   passed   a 
Second  Reading  this  year,  and  other  Gas 
Hills,  might  ^o  up  to  Committee  after 
Committee  without  any  regard  being  had 


to   the  important    decisions    that    were 
arrived  at  by  this  very  weighty  Select 
Committee,  which  was  presided  over  by 
the    hon.    Baronet    Sir    James   Kankin, 
whom  I  see  opposite.     Therefore,  I  desire 
that  we  should  instruct  the  Committee  to 
have  regard  to  the  recommendations  that 
that  Select  Committee  made.    Now,  there 
is  a  good  precedent  for  the  course  that  I 
ask  the  House  to  take.     A  Select  Com- 
mittee considered  the  question  of  Metro- 
politan Gas  in  the  year  1875,  and  that 
Select   Committee  dealt   with    just    the 
same    objects     as     are     dealt    with     in 
this   Instruction — namely,    the  standard 
price,      the      sliding     scale,     and      the 
amalgamation      of      areas ;      and      the 
recommendations  of  that  Committee  of 
1875  were  adopted   by   the  subsequent 
Committees  which  sat  on  Gas  Bills;  in 
fact,  the  whole  gas  law  of  the  metropolis 
since  has  been  shaped  in  accordance  with 
the  recommendations  of  that  Committee. 
Therefore,  I  think  it  is  a  good  precedent 
for  the  course  that  I  ask  the  House  to  take 
this  afternoon.     Although  the  Instruction 
looks  ?omplicated  and  technical,  in  reality 
it  is  very  simple.     It  deals  with  only  twa 
subjects,  the  first  being  the  question  of 
the  standard  price.      It  reduces  the  stan- 
dard price  of  gas  by  3d.  per  1,000,  but  it 
gives  a  new  sliding  scale,  and  the  eftect 
of  this  sliding  scale  is  that  the  reduction 
in  price  will  not  injure  the  company  pro- 
vided the  price  is  low.     That  works  out 
in  this  way.      If  the  price  of  the  gas  is 
over   2s.    6d.    per    1,000   feet,   the  new 
sliding  scale  prevents  them  from  obtaining 
«uch  a  large  dividend ;  if  it  is  from  28.  4d. 
to  28.  6d.  it  will  allow  them  to  pay  the 
same  dividend ;  if  it  is  under  2s.  4(J.  per 
1,000   it  allows   them    even    a    slightly 
higher    dividend    than    they   pay    now. 
Therefore  the  object  of  this  sliding  scale 
that  the  Committee  has  recommended  is 
to  give  a  great  inducement  to  the  com- 
pany to  reduce  the  price  of  gas,  and  that 
is  an  object   which   has  generally   been 
pursued    by  this  House  in  dealing  with 
this  gas  question.     That  is  the  first  object, 
to  induce  the  Committee  to  have  regard 
to  the   recommendations  of    the    Select 
Committee  with  reference  to  the  standard 
price   and   the   sliding  scale.     I  do   not 
think  I  need  discuss  it  further,  because  I 
l»elieve  the   promoters  of   the    Bill    are 
willing  to  accept  the  Instniction  ;  they 
recognise  the  advantage  that  it  will  be  to 
them,  and  therefore  I  do  not  think  I  need 
delay  the   House  any   further  on   that. 
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The  second  part  of  the  Instruction  may 
just  require  a  single  word.  The  second 
part  deals  with  the  question  of  area,  and 
it  recommends  that  effect  should 
be  given  to  the  finding  of  the 
Committee  that  a  certain  district  which  is 
now  worked  by  the  Gas  Light  and  Coke 
Company  on  the  south  side  of  the  river 
Thames  should  be  transferred  to  the 
South  Metropolitan  Company.  Now  at 
present  the  South  Metropolitan  Company 
exercises  great  influence  in  that  small  area 
belonging  to  the  other  company  which  is 
south  of  the  river,  for  it  fixes  the  price  of 
gas  in  it,  and  gas  is  sold  as  cheap  in  this 
small  area  as  in  the  larger  area  of  the 
South  Metropolitan  Company,  but  it  does 
so  at  the  expense  of  the  north.  The 
Gas  Light  and  Coke  Company  explained 
to  the  Select  Committee  that  they  were 
only  able  to  sell  gas  so  cheap  in  that 
southern  area  of  theirs  by  throwing  a 
new  burden  upon  the  consumers  of  gas 
in  the  north.  Now  it  does  not  seem  fair 
that  the  people  who  consume  gas  in  the 
north  of  London  should  have  to  pay 
in  addition  to  the  price  of  their  own 
gas  something  to  enable  the  people 
m  the  south  of  London  to  obtain  their 
gas  a  little  more  cheaply.  Therefore  the 
Select  Committee  recommended  that  this 
anomaly  should  be  done  away  with  by 
the  area  being  transferred  to  the  South 
Metropolitan  Company.  I  hope  the 
House  will  consider  that  that  is  a  very  fair 
and  reasonable  recommendation,  and  that 
it  will  be  willing  to  instruct  the  Com- 
mittee to  insert  clauses  in  the  Bill  to 
carry  out  these  two  recommendations. 
The  matter  has  become  a  very  serious  one 
in  London,  as  the  price  of  gas  north  of 
the  river  is  quite  lOd.  per  1,000  feet 
higher  than  it  is  on  the  south  side  of  the 
river.  The  Committee  had  good  reason 
to  hope  that  if  these  recommendations 
were  carried  into  effect  a  substantial  re- 
duction in  price  would  take  place,  and 
thus  a  great  burden  be   taken   off  the 

rMjple  of  the  north  of  London.  I  think 
have  made  the  matter  sufficiently  clear, 
and  as  I  understand  that  the  company 
and  the  promoters  of  the  Bill  will  not 
object  to  the  Instruction,  I  hope  that  the 
House  will  pass  it  unanimously. 

♦Mr.  marks  (Tower  Hamlets,  St. 
George's) :  In  seconding  the  Instruction 
that  nas  been  proposed,  I  am  not  forget- 
ful of  the  fact  that  suspicion  frequently 
attaches  to  such   Instructions  given  to 

Mr.  Lough, 


Committees,  and  that  grave  suspicion 
attaches  when  these  Instructions  take  a 
mandatory  form,  but  there  are  circum- 
stances in  connection  with  this  particular 
matter  which,  I  venture  to  think,  differen- 
tiate it  from  almost  all  other  cases  that 
have  recently  come  under  the  notice  of 
the  House.  On  an  ordinary  Second 
Reading  of  the  Bill  it  would  be  perfectly 
competent  to  suggest,  and  no  doubt  it 
would  be  suggested,  that  the  matters 
which  are  covered  in  this  Instruction  and 
cognate  matters  could  well  be  threshed 
out  before  a  Committee  upstairs.  In  this 
particular  case  the  matters  have  already 
been  threshed  out.  The  recommendations 
which  are  involved  in  this  Instruction 
are  not  the  opinions  of  any  particular 
section  of  men.  They  are  opinions  and 
recommendations  evolved  by  a  Select 
Committee  of  this  House  after  some  f ou  r 
months  careful  and  exhaustive  inquiry. 
Let  me  remind  the  House  that  the  Select 
Committee  whose  recommendations  this 
Instruction  deals  with  was  appointed  after 
no  less  than  six  years  agitation  on  the 
part  of  gas  consiuners  in  various  parts  of 
the  metropolis.  Those  consumers  allege 
certain  grievances — serious  grievances — 
against  the  gas  companies,  and  after  re- 
peated and  the  most  earnest  efforts,  with 
great  trouble  and  against  great  opposi- 
tion, a  Select  Committee  was  finally  ap- 
pointed toi  inquire  into  the  matter.  That 
Committee  investigated  all  the  grievances, 
and  it  prepared  a  most  careful  and 
thorough  Report,  in  which,  after  summing 
up  all  the  evidence  which  had  been  taken 
on  behalf  of  the  consumers,  and  the 
evidence  which  had  been  given  in 
public  on  behalf  of  the  companies, 
it  arrived  at  certain  deliberate  conclu- 
sions. Those  conclusions  were  embodied 
in  the  recommendations  of  the  Committee, 
and  two  of  those  recommendations — those 
which  concern  the  South  Metropolitan 
Company — form  the  subject  matter  of 
this  ln^t^uction.  Now  it  might  be  urged 
that  there  is  no  necessity  to  have  put  this. 
Instruction  in  such  a  mandatory  form. 
I  anticipate  that  some  such  objection 
may  be  urged.  It  may  be  said,  Why 
not  leave  it  to  the  Committee  to 
consider  these  matters  1  But  they 
have  already  been  investigated  by  a  Com- 
mittee appointed  ad  hoc,  and  before  that 
Committee,  as  I  have  said,  the  consumers 
appeared.  Why  should  they  be  put  to 
the  necessity  of  appearing  twice  1  Why 
should  these  people,  who  after  five  years. 
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of  earnest  effort  did  finally  get  a  hearing, 
be  compelled  after  that  hearing  has 
ended  to  come  and  try  their  case  over 
again  1  If  the  appointment  of  a 
Select  Committee  to  inquire  into  what 
is  a  public  grievance  is  a  serious 
matter  one  might  naturally  assume — at 
least,  a  comparatively  young  Member  of 
this  House  might  be  pardoned  for  as- 
suming— that  the  Report  of  that  Com- 
mittee should  bear  some  fruit.  This  is 
about  the  only  way  in  which  the  Report 
of  the  Committee  ever  can  bear  any 
fruit.  The  recommendations  of  the 
Committee  were  designed  to  take  effect 
when  the  companies  concerned  should 
come  to  the  House  for  any  ex- 
tension or  alteration  of  their  capital 
powers.  This  company  now  comes  to  this 
House  for  an  extension  and  alteration  of 
its  capital  powers.  The  event  anticipated 
by  tne  Committee  has  arisen,  and  in 
seconding  this  Instruction  I  do  urge  the 
House  to  give  effect  to  the  principles 
which  the  Committee  has  emoodied  in 
its  very  careful  and  weighty  lieport :  to 
adhere  to  the  recommendations  of  its  own 
Committee,  and  to  allow  the  gas-consuming 
public  of  the  metropolis  to  derive  the 
benefits  of  the  investigation  finally  allowed 
them. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
*'  That  it  be  an  Instruction  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  South  Metropolitan  Gas 
Bill  to  insert  such  Clauses  in  the  Bill  as 
may  be  required  to  give  effect  to  Recom- 
mendations 1  and  2  of  the  Select  Com- 
mittee on  Metropolitan  Gas  Companies, 
as  follows : — 

(1)  That  the  standard  price  shall  be  re 
duced  to  38.  3d.  to  carry  the  standard  divi- 
dend of  10  per  cent,  and  that  the  existing 
scale  of  increase  and  decrease  for  dividend 
of  \  per  cent,  for  every  penny  of  increase  or 
decrease  of  price  below  or  above  38.  3d.  be 
maintained,  and  that  a  secondary  or 
additional  scale  be  imposed  which  should 
permit  of  an  increase  or  decrease  of  divi- 
dend over  and  above  that  regulated  by 
the  present  scale  of  \  per  cent,  for  every 
complete  3d.  of  decrease  or  increase  below 
or  alx>ve  the  standard  price  of  3s.  3d. 

(2)  That  the  area  south  of  the  River 
Thames,  at  present  part  of  the  district  of 
the  Gas  Light  and  Coke  Company,  should 
be  transferred  from  the  Gas  Light  and 
Coke  Company  to  the  South  Metropolitan 
Gas  Company  at  a  fair  and  reasonable 
price." — (Mr,  Lmigh), 


Sir    JAMES     RANKIN    (Hereford, 
Leominster) :  I  rise  to  move  an  Amend- 
ment to   the  Instruction  which  has  just 
been  moved  by  my  hon.  friend  opposite, 
and  it  is   to  the   effect    of    preventing 
that   Instruction   being  of  a  mandatory 
character.      Having  had   the   honour   of 
being    chairman    of    the    Select     Com- 
mittee on  Metropolitan  Gas  Companies,  I 
agree   to  a  very  great  extent   with   the 
conclusions  at  which  they  arrived,  but  I 
do  not  think  it  is  fair  that  on  the  com- 
panies coming  before  the  House  with  their 
various  Bills  connected  with   this  mattei* 
the  South   Metropolitan    Gas  Company 
and  the  Gas  Light  and  Coke  Company 
should  not  have  a  chance  of  being  heard 
upon  the  reconmiendations  of  the  Com- 
mittee.     Although,   no   doubt,  we    had 
before  us  very  full  evidence  on  the  whole 
of  the  matter,  yet   our  recommendations 
were  never  argued  or  considered  directly 
by     the     gas     companies.       My     chief 
reason      in     wishing     to      move      this 
Amendment  is  this,   that  although    the 
South      Metropolitan      Gas     Company 
may    agree    to    the  Instruction    moved 
by    my    hon.    ifriend — and    I  admit    it 
would  have  very  little  effect  upon  them,, 
because   they  are   a    very  well-managed 
gas  company  and  produce  gas  at  a  very 
low  rate — yet    if  that  Instruction  were 
carried  it  would  equally  affect  the  Gas 
Light  and   Coke  Company.     That  com- 
pany has  not  agreed  to  this  Instruction,, 
and,  I  think   it  is   only  fair  that   they 
should  have   a  hearing  on  this   matter 
before  the  Committee  upstairs  before  a 
conclusion  is  arrived  at.     I  would  point 
out  that   it   is  a  very   complex   matter 
indeed,  although  my  hon.  friend  will  say 
it  is  a  very  simple  one.     I  doubt  very 
much  whether^  on  once  reading  it  over, 
any  Member  would  understand  exactly  the 
effect  which  is  carried  out  by  this  Instruc- 
tion.    With    regard   to  the  transfer  of 
the    area    now  belonging    to    the    Gas 
Light    and     Coke    Company    south    of 
the    Thames     to    the     South      Metro- 
politan Gas  Company  a  great  number  of 
complex  arrangements  would  have  to  be 
made  before  it  could  be  fairly  carried  out. 
I  would  also   point  out  that  the   mere 
price  of  coal  would  have  a  very  consider- 
able effect  upon  fixing  a  standard  price. 
I  think  all  the  matters  should  be  neard 
and  should  be  considered  by  the  Council 
upstairs  before    we    pass    a  mandatory 
Instruction.     I  would  venture  to  suggest 
that  if  after  the  word  **  Committee^'  in 
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i)ho  second  line  of  my  hon.  friend's  |  the  House  to*  agree  to  that.  My  hon. 
Instruction  the  words,  **  to  consider  friend  the  Member  for  St.  Greorge's  in 
whether  it  be  desirable  "  were  inserted  it  I  the  East  has  said  that  these  companies 
would  make  it  a  perfectly  fair  Instruction  have  been  heard.  That  is  quit<5  time  ; 
to  be  carried.  I  think  myself  that  it  is  >  they  have  been  heard  before  the  Com- 
highly  desirable  that  this  Committee  up-  j  mittee  on  the  general  question ;  but  they 
«tairs  should  have  regard  to  the  various  !  have  never  been  heard  upon  the  special 
recommendations  made  by  the  Select  I  recommendations  made  by  the  Select 
Committee  of  last  year,  and  in  case —  Committee,  and  I  think  they  are  entitled 
which  is  very  improbable,  I  must  say —  '  to  be  heard,  and  I  l>elieve  the  House  will 
their  attention  was  not  directed  to  it,  I  so  consider.  I  do  not  think  the  hon. 
therefore  quite  agree  to  an  Instruction  |  Gentleman  will  be  in  any  way  damaging 
of  that  sort ;  and  1  rather  apprehend  that  the  cause  for  which  he  has  been  five 
my  right  hon.  friend  the  President  of  |  years  fighting  if  he  accepts  the  suggestion 
.the  Board    of    Trade    would    agree    to  j  of   my    hon.     friend    the    Member    for 


rsuch    an   Instruction   also.       I   think   I 


Leominster,   and  if    he  does  accept  it  I 


have  stated  sufficient  reason  upon  general    think  he  will  l)e  placing  the  Committee 

grounds — and  here  I  may  say  I  altogether  |  in  the  position,  in  which  they  ought  to 

agree    with  my   right    hon.    friend    the  '  be  placed,  of  hearing  the  e>'idence  which 

dhairman  of  Ways  and  Means,    in    his    will   be  brought    before   them  on  these 

views  as  to  what  should  guide  the  House    Bills. 

in  dealing  with  these  matters — I  think  I  | 

have  stated  enough  to  show  that  it  would  |      Mr.  LOUGH  :    May    I  ask  the  right 

be  better  to  allow  the  Committee  upstairs    hon.  Gentleman    whether    I  understand 

a  free  hand  rather  than  tying  it  by  a  j  him  to  say  that  he  would  recommend  that 

mandatory  Instruction  in  the  House.  both  Bills   should  go  to  the  same  Com- 

,        ^  J  mittee  1 

Amendment  proposed —  ' 

"  To  insert,  after  the  word  *  Coramittee '  in  '      ^i^  RITCHIE  :  I  did  not  say  so,  but  I 

T^ivMe^'^-^^^^  ''    assumed  that  it  would  be  so.     I  think  that 

I  e»ira    e.  .  |  ^^^^  ^^^  South  Metropolitan  and  the  Gas 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  I  Light  and  Coke  Companies'  Bills  ouffht 
be  there  inserted."  to   go  to   the   same  C3ommittee,  so  that 

they  may  both  be  considered  at  the  same 
The  president  of  the  BOARD  of  i  time. 
TRADE  (Mr.  Ritchie,  Croydon) :  I  hope 

the  hon.  Member  who  moved  this  Instruc- .  *Mr.  MARKS  :  May  I  ask  my  right 
tion  will  agree  to  the  Amendment.  I  hon.  friend  if  the  addition  of  the  words 
think  that  it  is  a  practical  impossibility  j  proposed  will  enable  the  Committee  to 
for  the  House,  upon  an  ej-  parte  state-  |  add  these  clauses  if  they  find  them  desir- 
ment,  to  take  upon  themselves  to  decide  ,  able  ? 
whether  the  Committee  to  which  this  Bill  | 

should  be  referred  should  be  ordered  to  !      Mr.  RITCHIE :  Most  undoubtedly  it 
insert  in    the  Bill  certain  clauses  which    will, 
have    been    recommended    by    a   Select  | 

Committee.  Of  course,  the  recommenda- '  Mr.  LOUGH  :  On  the  Amendment,  I 
tions  of  the  Select  Committee  must  neces-  think  the  words,  even  if  we  accept  the 
sarily  carry  with  them  great  weight  sense  of  the  hon.  Baronet  opposite, 
before  the  Committee  on  the  Bill.  They  \  who  has  moved  them,  might  be  a 
would  in  any  case,  I  think,  have  to  con-  ;  little  improved.  We  might  put  it, 
sider  them,  but  if  the  Committee  decide    "to   consider,  and,   if  desirable,  insert." 

I  am  sure  that  would  meet  the 
hon.  Baronet's  wish,  and  I  think  those 
words  are  distinctly  better.  After  what 
has  fallen  from  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade,  whose  assistance  in  this 
matter  one  would  natiu*ally  desire  to 
secure,  if  the  hon.  Baronet  would  amend 
his  Amendment  in  that  form,  I  would 
accept  it. 


to  accept  the  recommendations  it  should 
be  because  in  their  discretion  they  think 
the  recommendations  are  reasonable.  If 
we  are  to  instruct  definitely  the  Com- 
mittee to  insert  in  the  Bill  these  recom- 
mendations, it  would,  practically,  be 
giving  the  powers  of  a  law  to  the  recom- 
mendations of  Select  Committees ;  and  I 
do  not  think  it  would  be  advisable  for 
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Mr.  RITCHIE :  Does  that  not  seem  to 
imply  that  they  should  consider,  and  if 
they  think  desirable  to  put  in  these 
clauses,  they  shall,  but  they  shall  not  put 
them  in  in  any  form  ?  Would  that  not 
seem  to  be  implied  1  I  think  that  would 
be  unfortunate. 

Sir  JAMES  RANKIN :  I  think  I  must 
press  my  Amendment. 

Mr.  lough  :  Very  well,  Sir,  I  \nll 
accept  the  Amendment. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Amendment  made — 

•*  By  inserting  after  the  word  *  Committee/ 
in  lina  2,  the  words  '  to  consider  whetlier  it  is 
desirable.' " — (Sir  James  Rankin.) 

Main  Question,  as  amended,  put,  and 
agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  an  instruction  to 
the  Committee  on  the  South  Metropolitan 
Gras  fiill  to  consider  whether  it  is  desirable 
to  insert  such  Clauses  in  the  Bill  as  may 
be  required  to  give  effect  to  Recommen 
dations  1  and  2  of  the  Select  Committee 
on  Metropolitan  Gas  Companies,  as 
follows  : — 

(\)  That  the  standard  price  should  be 
reauced  to  Ss.  3d.  to  carry  the  standard 
dividend  of  10  per  cent.,  and  that  the 
existing  scale  of  increase  and  decrease  for 
dividend  of  \  per  cent,  for  every  penny 
of  increase  or  decrease  of  price  below  or 
above  3s.  3d.  be  maintained,  and  that  a 
secondary  or  additional  scale  be  imposed 
which  should  permit  of  an  increase  or 
decrease  of  dividend  over  and  above  that 
regulated  by  the  present  scale  of  \  per 
cent,  for  every  complete  3d.  of  decrease 
or  increase  below  or  above  the  standard 
price  of  3s.  3d.  * 

(2)  That  the  area  south  of  the  river 
Thames,  at  present  part  of  the  district  of 
the  Gas  Light  and  Coke  Company,  should 
be  transferred  from  the  Gras  Light  and 
Coke  Company  to  the  South  Metropolitan 
Gas  Company  at  a  fair  and  reasonably 
price. 

METROPOLITAN  POLICE  PROVISIONAL 

ORDER  BILL. 

Reported,  without  Amendment  (Pro- 
visioiml  Order  confirmed) ;  Report  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 

Bill  to  be  read  the  third  time  to- 
morrow, 
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MILITARY  LANDS  PROVISIONAL 
ORDER  BILL. 

Reported,  without  Amendment  (Pro- 
visional Order  confirmed) ;  Report  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

Bill  to  be  read  the  third  time  to- 
morrow. 

PONTEFRACT  PARK  BILL. 

Reported,  with  an  Amendment ;  Report 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

RUGELEY  GAS  BILL. 

Reported,  with  Amendments ;  Report 
to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 


STANDING    ORDERS. 

Resolutions  reported  from  the  Com- 
mittee : — 

1.  "That,  in  the  case  of  the  Central 
London  Railway,  Petition  for  leave  to 
deposit  a  Petition  for  Bill,  the  Standing 
Oniers  ought  to  be  dispensed  with : — 
That  the  parties  be  permitted  to  deposit 
their  Petition  for  a  Bill." 

2.  "  That,  in  the  case  of  the  West  Ham 
Corporation  Bill,  Petition  for  additional 
Provision,  the  Standing  Orders  ought  to 
be  dispensed  with : — That  the  parties  be 
permitted  to  introduce  their  additional 
Provision,  if  the  Committee  on  the  Bill 
think  fit." 

3.  "  That,  in  the  case  of  the  Christ- 
church,  Bournemouth,  and  Winton  Tram- 
ways Petition,  the  Standing  Orders  ought 
to  be  dispensed  with  : — That  the  parties 
be  permitted  to  proceed  with  their  Bill, 
provided  that  the  powers  to  construct 
Sections  I.  and  III.  of  the  Tramways  pro- 
posed to  be  authorised  by  the  Bill  be 
struck  out : — That  the  Committee  on  the 
Bill  do  report  how  far  such  Order  has 
been  complied  with." 

4.  "  That,  in  the  case  of  the  Llandrin- 
dod  Wells  Water  Petition,  the  Standing 
Orders  ought  not  to  be  dispensed  with." 

First  three  Resolutions  agreed  to. 

Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


PETITIONS. 


DECLARATION  OF  PARIS. 

Petition  from  Macclesfield,  for  annul- 
ment ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 
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GOVERNMENT     PROPEUTY     (EXEMP 
TION  FROM  RATES). 

Petition  from  St.  Mary,  Stoke  Newing-    ^  ^,^^„    .  „,,,^  , 
ton,  for  alteration  of  law;  to  lie  upon  the    SOUTH  ^^^jf ^ ^ WAR^^^  OF 

^'^^'^^'  ^  .Mk.  SCOTT-MONTAGU  (Hampshire, 

LIQUOR    TRAFFIC    LOCAL    VETO        New  Forest) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secre- 

.  (SCOTLAND)   BILL.  I  tary  of  State  for  War  if  he  can  state  the 

Petition  from  Edinburgh,  m  favour ;  to  '  niunber  of  Boer  prisoners  of  war  now  in 

lie  upon  the  Table.  Capetown  or  its  vicinity,  excluding  the 

recent  capture  of  General  Cronje's  force. 

LOCAL    AUTHORITIES    OFFICERS'      \     -rp,,^       TTxrm?T>       cT?r.T5urp  a  t. v 

SUPERANNUATION    BILL.  i    *The      UNDER      SECRETARY      OF 

T>  ^.^.         '      f  f  ^       ji}    Ar.       STATE  FOR  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS  (Mr. 

Petitions    m    favour,  from    Blaydon  :,  t},,^t^„,^,.    c  n    ijr    j\      t    ^^u 

Ryton;  Little  Malton;  and  Manchester    ^.''^^'^''^'^i  ^""-Y'  ^f^^^'J'^}-    \"   ^}'' 

to  lie  UDon  the  Table  absence   of   my   hon.   fnend   the   Under 

P  *  ,  Secretary   for   War    perhaps  I   may   be 

MINES    (EIGHT    HOURS)    BILL.        |  allowed  to  answer  the  question  addressed 

r^  ^..      r        T^,  .     -  ^    ,.    ,  to  his  department.     Excluding  the  Boers 

Petition  from  Elsecar,  m  favour;  to  he    ^^r.t,ir«HVf  P««rr1aKorc  .n.l   r^fKar..  «rK^ 

upon  the  Table. 


SALE  OF  INTOXICATING  LIQUORS  TO 
CHILDREN   BILL. 

Petitions  in  favour,  from  Catford ; 
and  Bolton-le-Moors ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

SUNDAY  CLOSIN(; (MONMOUTHSHIRE) 

BILL. 

Petitions  in  favour,  from  Southamp- 
ton ;  Glasgow  ;  Forest  Gate ;  and  Peter- 
borough ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

TOWN    COUNCILS    (SCOTLAND)    BILL. 

Petition  from  Selkirk,  in  favour ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 


RETURNS,    REPORTS,    ETC, 


SHERIFI"^'  ACCOUNTS. 
Copy  presented,  of  Treasury  Warrant, 
dated  27th  November,  1899,  appointing 
Benjamin  James  Bridgeman,  esquire,  ana 
George  William  Couch,  esquire,  to  examine 
Sheriffs'  Accounts  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon 
the  Table. 

ARMY  (MILITIA    TRAINING    ESTAB- 
LISHMENTS). 

Copy  presented,  of  Militia  Training 
Keturn,  1899  [by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon 
the  Table. 

GREENWICH    HOSPITAL    AND 
TRAVERS'  FOUNDATION. 

Accounts  presented,  for  the  year  ended 
3 1st  March,  1899,  with  the  Report  of  the 
Comptroller  and  Auditor  General  thereon 
[by  Act]  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to 
be  printed.     [No.  86.] 


captured  at  Paardeberg,  an  d  others  who 
were  captured  in  the  other  engagements 
connected  with  Lord  Roberts' movements, 
and  who  are  now  at  Kimberley,  the 
total  prisoners  at  Simons  Town  and 
Wynberg  amount  to  628. 

TREATMENT    OF    PRISONERS- 
GENERAL  CRONJE. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND  (Clare, 
E.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of 
State  for  War  what  is  the  name  of  the 
ship  upon  which  General  Cronje  and  his 
family  are  imprisoned,  and  how  long  it  is 
intended  to  keep  them  imprisoned  on 
shipboard. 

*Mr.  BRODRICK  (for  Mr.  Wyndham)  : 
General  Cronje  and  his  family  will  be 
detained  on  board  the  flagship  "  Doris  "  I 
cannot  at  present  say  how  long  they  will 
be  kept  there. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND:  Will 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  see  that  as  soon 
as  possible  General  Cronje  is  provided 
with  a  suitable  place  ashore  ? 

♦Mr.  BRODRICK :  That  question  will 
be  dealt  with  by  the  military  authorities 
on  the  spot. 

MAGERSFONTEIN  ENCMGEMENT— 
MISSING  SEAFORTHS. 

Mr.  weir  (Ross  and  Cromarty):  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  whether  his  attention  has  been 
called  to  a  statement  that  Mr.  Bisset,  the 
owner  of  Magersfontein,  was  an  eye- 
witness of  the  battle,  and  relates  that  a 
party  of  forty  Seaforth  Highlanders  made 
their  way  through  the  Boer  lines  to  the 
top  of  a  kopje,  where  some  of  them  were 
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AUSTRALIAN    "BUSHMEN"    CON- 
TINGENT. 

Mr.  WILLIAM   REDMONU :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies  whether  the  Imperial  Govern- 
ment has  applied  to  Australia  for  more 
troops ;  and,  if  so,  will  the  cost,  including 
♦Mr.  BRODRICK  (for  Mr.  Wyndham) :    pay  of  the  men,  be  borne  by  the  home 
I  regret  that  it  has  not  been  possible  up    Government, 
to  the  present  to  obtain  definite  informa- ;  civnjyt?^  a  t?v 

tion  as  to  the  fate  of  Major  Mackenzie,        The   SECRETARY 


suljsequently  killed,   and    others    taken  i 
prisoners  by  General  Cronje  ;  and  will  he 
endeavour  to   ascertain   whether   Major  i 
Mackenzie,    Seaforth    Highlanders,  who ' 
has  been*  missing  since  the  battle,  was 
with  this  party. 


or  to  add  anything  to  the  answer  given 
to  the  hon.  Member  on  the  13th  ultimo 
concerning  that  officer. 

PARCELS  POSTACiE  TO  TROOPS    AT 
THE     FRONT. 


OF  STATE  FOR 
THE  COLONIES  (Mr.  J.  Chamberlain, 
Birmingham,  W.)  :  The  Australian 
Governments  have  been  informed  that 
Her  Majesty *s  Government  will  be  glad 
to  have  the  services  of  2,000  men  similar 


to   the   "  Bushmen  "   contingent,  and  all 

Mb.    STEADMAN  (Tower    Hamlete,  i '»>«  ^"^'^^"^'"^"g  '•'^  Pf^  °S*^°  "1"' 
c!*  \     T  u      i.       1  \.u    c  ,  ^*  «„  ♦^  '  Will  be  borne  by  this  country.     1  may  say 

Stepney) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  ^^^^  ^^^  J  ^^  ^^^  Majest/s  Govern- 
the  Treasury,  as  representing  the  Post-  ^^^^  ^^  H  ^^^  ^^^^.^^^  'gratefully  and 
master    General,    whether,    seeing    that  |  ^,.^^  «„,!,„,;,._  ^ 

the    gratuitous     transport     of     private 


consignments    of     clothing    and     other 

articles  to   the  British   troops  in  South 

Africa  does  not  guarantee  delivery  to  the 

addressee,  he  will  recommend  a  reduction  ,  •      r       i     ^ir     r\ai 

in   the   parcels  post  rate    to     the    field  .  question  for  the  War  Office 

force   of  ^d.  per  lb.,  which  in  many  cases  I 
is  prohibitive 


Mr.   WILLIAM   REDMOND :  What 
will  be  the  pay  in  this  case  ? 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN 


That  is  a 


The  financial  SECRETARY  to 
THE  TREASURY  (Mr.  Hanbury,  Pres- 
ton) :  I  understand  that  the  Post  Office 
has  not  the  power,  without  fresh  legisla- 


PAGET'S  HORSE. 

Mr.  H.  S.  FOSTER  (Suffolk,  Lowes- 
toft) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary 
of  State  for  War  whether  he  is  aware 
that    the    first    and  second    sections  of 


tion,  to  reduce  the  rate  of  postage  which  i  ^^S«^'«   Horse  have  now   been  enrolled 

it  is  its  duty  to    collect,  but   the  War  .  ^^^"^  f  ^«¥  ^  ^^^^,  ^,  ^5««  proportion  of 
^M^^  :„ „:-i^-: u e^^  u i.^    those  forming  part  of  these  sections  cave 


i^      tuusc  forming  part  oi  tnese  sections  gav 

of^  the    ^P  ^^^^^  occupations  in  oi*der  to  join  the 

ranks ;  and  that  dissatisfaction  exists  at 

the  delay  and   uncertainity  as  to  their 

departure  for    the   front.     Whether  he 


Office  is  considering  how  far  it  may 

possible,   with    the    concurrence 

Treasary,  to  do  something  which  would 

meet   the   wishes  of   the  hon.   Member. 

As,  however,  it  is  necessary  that  the  Cape       -^^  .      .i^vi^      r.i.- 

Post  Office  should  also  be  consulted,  it  is  i  ^"  "^^  approximatelv  the  date  of  their 

not  yet  possible  to  announce  a  decision  !  ^^P^'^"'"'' '  "^^f^^^  *  ''I  v    *"* 

in  the  m^ter.  ''  handed  over  to  the  Imperial  Yeomanry 

Comnuttee  the    military    arrangements, 

and  what  experience  the  members  of  that 

PAY   OF    AUSTRALIAN    TROOPS    AT  j  committee   have  had   in   organising  and 

THE  FRONT.  ,  transporting    large    bodies    of    mounted 

Mr.  A\7LLIAM  REDMOND  :  I  beg  |  troops ;  and  will  he  state  why  the  second 
to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  i  section  have  not  yet  l)een  furnished  with 
War  whether  the  Australian  troops  at ;  rifles,  and  when  they  will  be  so  armed, 
the  front  are  paid  by  the  Imperial  '  ^.,  nr^n^j^r^mrr  ,i  xc  ^tt 
Government ;  and,  if  so,  is  the  pay  gven  |  *}^^'  BRODRICK  (for  Mr.  Wyndham)  : 
to  them  more  than  the  pay  of  the  men  in  ^he  51st  Company  Imperial  Yeomanry 
the  Regular  Army  ;  andjf  so,  how  much  "^^^""^^  be  read v  for  embarkation  till  the 
more.  ^^^"  March,  and  will  sail  m  the  "  Tagus 

on   that   date.     The  52  nd   Company   is 
*Mr.  BRODRICK  (for  Mr.  Wtndham)  :  i  ready  and  will  be  despatched  as  soon  as 
The  Australian  troops  at  the  Iront  are  '  transports  are  available.     The  Yeomanry 


paid  by  the  Imperial  Government  at  the 
-same  rates  as  the  Regular  forces. 


Committee  have  secured  the  assistance  of 
experienced    officers    in    regard    to    the 
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organisation  and  transport  of  the  Yeo- 
manry. As  regards  the  rifles,  the  52nd 
Company  have  not  yet  applied  for  them 
to  the  War  Office. 

Mr.  H.  S.  foster  :  Have  the  War 
Office,  as  asked  in  the  third  paragraph, 
handed  over  the  arrangements  to  the 
Imperial  Yeomanry  Committee  ? 

♦Mr.  BRODRICK:  Certain  arrange- 
ments have  been  handed  over  to  the  com- 
mittee, and  the  experiment  has  so  far 
been  attended  with  great  success. 

OFFICERS  AT  THE  FRONT— THE 
STAFF  COLLEGE. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLF>S  (Lynn  R^gis) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  whether  he  can  state  in  what 
years  respectively  the  following  officers 
passed  the  final  examination  at  the  Staff 
College — namely,  General  Lord  Roberts, 
General  Lord  Kitchener  of  Khartoum, 
General  French,  General  Macdonald,  and 
Colonel  Lord  Dundonald. 

♦Mr.  BRODRICK  :  None  of  the  officers 
named  passed  through  the  Staff  College. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BpWLES:  How  does 
my  right  hon.  friend  explain  their 
success  1 

♦xMr.  BRODRICK  :  There  is  no  law  in 
the  mind  of  the  War  Office  which  sug- 
gests that  much  learning  maketh  a  man 
mad,  but  it  is  possible  for  a  man  to  be 
successful  even  if  he  has  passed  through 
the  Staff*  College. 

ARMY  ESTIMATES. 

♦Sir  JOHN  COLOMB  (Great  Yar- 
mouth) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Un4er  Secretary 
of  State  for  War  whether,  before  pro- 
ceeding to  discuss  Vote  \  Army  Esti- 
mates, in  Committee  of  Supply,  a  state- 
ment will  be  circulated  to  Members  of  the 
House  showing  the  estimated  number  of 
Cavalry,  Royal  Reserve  Battalions,  Militia, 
Yeomanry,  and  Volunteers  respectively  to 
be  provided  for  in  the  Estimates,  under 
the  head  of  temporary  measures  for 
increasing  the  number  and  efficiency  of 
the  forces  in  the  United  Kingdom,  and 
more  particularly  described  on  page  4, 
sub-head  (c),  in  the  statement  of  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War. 

♦Mr.  BRODRICK  (for  Mr.  Wyndham)  : 
It  is  not  proposed  to  furnish  such  a  state- 


ment. A  full  explanation  of  the  measures 
will  be  given  on  the  introduction  of  Array 
Estimates  in  Committee. 

THE    BLAKELY    GUN. 

Mr.  WEIR:  I  beg  to  ask  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  whether  he  is  aware 
that,  as  shown  on  page  551  of  the  Report 
of  the  Ordnance  Select  Committee,  1863, 
the  Armstrong  gun  patented  in  1858  em- 
bodies the  principles  contained  in  a  patent 
taken  out  in  1855  by  the  late  Captain 
T.  A.  Blakely,  R.A.;  and  in  view  of  the 
fact  that  the  widow  of  this  officer  ex- 
pended the  greater  part  of  her  fortune  in 
enabling  her  husband  to  brine  to  perfec- 
tion, in  the  manufacture  of  heavy  ord- 
nance, a  principle  which  was  eventually 
adopted  m  guns  manufactured  for  Her 
Majesty's  Government,  will  he  consider 
Mrs.  Blakely's  claim  to  be  placed  on  the 
Civil  List. 

The  first  LORD  of  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Manchester, 
E.) :  I  answered  a  question  of  the  same 
purport  on  28th  July,  1898.*  I  then  in- 
formed the  hon.  Alember  for  Norwood 
that,  according  to  such  inquiries  as  I  had 
been  able  to  make,  Captain  Blakely  was 
one  of  several  inventors  who  at  about  the 
same  time  had  independently  hit  on  some- 
what similar  methods  of  improving  artil- 
lery. No  guns  made  on  Captain  Blakely's 
design  were  ever  introduced  into  the  ser- 
vice, nor  was  expenditure  incurred  at  the 
instigation  of  the  British  Government. 

THE    VOLUNTEERS -EASTER 
MANCEUVRES. 

Mr.  TOMLINSON  (Preston) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  whether,  as  reported,  the  usual 
Easter  Manceuvres  are  not  to  take  place 
this  year  ;  whether  he  is  aware  that  the 
Lonaon  Volunteers  look  to  the  Easter 
training  as  the  only  period  during  the 
year  in  which  some  part  of  their  military 
training  can  be  carried  out ;  whether  he 
will  inquire  of  the  commanding  officers  of 
the  London  Volunteer  battalions  as  to  the 
advantages  derived  from  this  training; 
and  whether,  considering  that  these 
battalions  contain  many  men  who  have 
recently  joined,  and  the  importance  of 
giving  the  best  training  possible  to  the 
Volunteers  this  year,  the  War  Office  will 
reconsider  their  decision. 

•  See   Th4  Farlianwntary  Debater  [Fourth 
Series],  Vol.  Ixiii.,  p.  31 L 
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*Mr.  BRODRICK  (for  Mr.  Wyndham): 
There  have  been  no  manoeuvres  for  some 
years,  and  there  will  l>e  none  at  Easter, 
nor  will  there  be  any  route  marches.  In 
lieu  of  this  it  is  contemplated  to  extend 
the  periods  of  Volunteer  camps  during 
this  year. 

Mr.  TOMLINSON:  Will  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  communicate  with  the 
commanding  officers  of  London  Volun- 
teers with  a  view  to  have  military 
manoeuvres  at  Easter  this  year  ? 

♦Mr.  BRODRICK :  I  am  afraid  that 
the  decision  come  to  by  the  authorities 
cannot  be  varied  this  year. 

COLCHESTER  RIFLE  RANGE. 
Mr.  F.  W.  WILSONS  (Norfolk,  Mid) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  when  the  Colchester  Rifle  Range 
at  Middle  wick  will  be  opened. 

*Mr.  BRODRICK  (for  Mr.  Wyndham)  : 
It  is  not  possible  to  say  when  it  will  be 
opened.  I'he  range  is  all  ready,  and  the 
purchase  money  has  been  paid  into  court, 
but  a  delay  has  arisen  through  a  small 
legal  difficulty  which  it  is  to  be  hoped 
wul  be  shortly  settled. 

CLOSED  RIFLE  RANGES. 
Mr.  F.  W.  WILSON :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
whether  the  detailed  Return  of  closed 
riile  ranges  in  the  eastern  district  can  be 
issued  before  Easter. 

♦Mr.  BRODRICK  (for  Mr.  Wyndham): 
The  Return  was  distributed  to  the  House 
yesterday. 

SOMALILAND  TROUBLES.— AFRICAN 
NATIVE  TROOPS. 

Sir  BRAMPTON  GURDON  (Norfolk, 
N.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of 
State  for  War  to  what .  place  the  British 
Central  African  natives,  lately  in  Mauri- 
tius and  now  said  to  be  at  sea,  are  going, 
and  for  what  purpose. 

♦Mr.  BRODRICK  (for  Mr.  Wyndham)  : 
The  battalion  is  on  its  way  to  Somalilaud, 
where  local  disorder  has  rendered  its 
presence  desirable. 

NAVAL  MANCEUVRES  FOR  1899. 
♦Sir  CHARLES  DILKE  (Gloucester- 
shire,  Forest  of  Dean) :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  whether  it 
is  intended  to  circulate  any  Report  on 
the  Naval  Manoeuvres  of  last  year. 


The  first  LORD  of  the  ADML 
RALTY  (Mr.  Goschen,  St.  George's, 
Hanover  Square)  :  Yes,  Sir. 

DELAGOA  BAY. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
Foreign  Affairs  whether  negotiations  are 
in  progress  between  Her  Majesty's 
Government  and  the  Portuguese  Govern- 
ment with  a  view  to  the  acquisition  by 
England  of  Delagoa  Bay  or  some  other 
port  in  Portuguese  East  Africa. 

♦Mr.    BRODRICK :  No  such   negotia- 
tions are  in  progress. 

DISTURBANCES  AT  MONTREAL. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND :  I  beg 

to  ask   the  Secretary  of  State   for    the 

Colonies    if  he  can  state  the  cause  and 

I  extent  of  the  disturbances  in  Montreal 

:  recently    between    French   and   English 

I  Canadians. 

!  Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN  :  These  un- 
I  fortunate  riots  appear  to  have  been  begun 
;  by  students  at  McGill  University  on 
Tuesday  last  as  a  demonstration  against 
the  offices  of  French  newspapers  accused 
of  anti-British  feeling.  Students  of  Laval 
University  retaliated  by  pulling  down  the 
flag  on  the  office  of  the  Star,  a  British 
paper.  Subsequently  a  mob  took  part  in 
the  rioting.  A  telegram  received  last 
night  informs  me  that  no  further  rioting 
has  occiured. 

ELECTRIC   ENERGY  BILLS. 

Lord      BALCARRES       (Lancashire, 

Chorley) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of 

I  the  Board  of  Trade  whether,  in  order  to 

;  obtain  a  tribunal  appointed  on  non-party 

;  lines,  he  is  prepared  to  recommend  that 

;  the  Committee    to    whom    the    Electric 

Energy  Bills  are  to  be  entrusted  shall  be 

exclusively  nominated  by  the  Committee 

I  of  Selection. 

I  The  president  of  the  BOARD  of 
I  TRADE  (Mr.  Ritchie,  Croydon) :  I  think 

the  House  would  act  wisely  if  it  referred 
I  these  Bills  to  a  Committee  nominated  as 

suggested  in  the  question. 

OFFICIAL     RECEPTION     OF     POSTAL 
TRADES     UNIONS. 

Mr.  woods  (Essex,  Walthamstow) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury, 
as  representing  the  Postmaster  General,  if 
the  announcement  recently  made  in  the 
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official  document  known  as  Registered  !  Mr.  H ANBURY  :  My  hon.  friend  often 
No.  234,  768/99,  is  to  bo  taken  as  a  i  sees  similarity  where  none  exists.  Maga- 
concession  of  the  official  recognition  of  zines  differ  from  newspapers  in  so  far  as 
Postal  Trade  Unions,  and  if  so,  will  the  they  do  not  contain  news,  in  their  greater 
Postmaster  General  enlarge,  if  necessary,  weight,  and  in  the  longer  intervals  at 
such  instructions  on  the  subject  which  he  |  which  they  appear.  Books  published  at 
may  issue  so  as  to  provide  for  the  ,  regular  intervals  might  just  as  well  l>e 
reception  of  properly  elected  trade  union  sent  at  the  newspaper  rate  as  magazines, 
representatives  without  qualification  as  is  My  hon.  friend  too  frequently  changes 
customary  with  private  employers.  »  his  views  as  to  the  rates  to  be  charged. 

xjAXTr>TTT3^       rriL     T^  ^®  uow  suggcsts  morc  than  double  the 

Mr.  HAN  bury  :  The  Postmaster  ,  p^te  he  proposed  when  he  last  asked  the 
General  is  not  aware  of  the  precise  question.  He  is  aware  that  there  is 
meaning  which  IS  intended  to  be  attached  already  a  loss  on  the  newspaper  post  in 
to  the  expression  "  official  recognition.  .  ^his  country,  and  that  the  postal  authori- 
The  Postmaster  General  is  at  all  times  |  ties  in  the  United  States  and  in  Canada 
ready  to  consider  any  representations  ;  complain  that  the  development  of  postal 
made,  whether  collectively  or  individually,  facilities  is  strangled  by  the  large  deficits 
by  persons  m  the  employment  of  the  '  due  to  the  cheiip  carriage  of  printed 
Department,  and  it  is  not  necessary  for  ^^atter  in  those  countries.  For  packets 
any  person  in  order  to  obtain  a  hearing  ^  exceeding  2Albs.  in  weight  the  parcel  post 
to  associate  himself  either  formally  or  j^  this  countrv  is  alreadv  cheaper  than 
mformaUy  with  others.  All  classes  of  the  New  Zealalid  magazine  post. 
Post  Office  ser\'ant8  have  full  liberty  to  ^,  TTnxTXTTi'r.i>  ixf^Arnr^xT  t  i 
form  themselves  into  associations  for  anv  .  ll^^^^F^^^'^  HLATON  :  Is  the 
legitimate  purpose,  and  any  represen- '  "ght  hon.  Gentleman  aware  that  for  the 
tations  from  sSch  Iwdies  will  U  duly  '  P*«^  <*[*««"  y«*"  *>f  Postmaster  General 
considered  if  conveyed  through  the  usual ,  ^^  "^f "  promimng  reform  on  this 
official  channels,  provided  that  all  those  :  ™*"®'"  ' 

by  whom  or  on  whoso  behalf  the  repre- '      Mr.    HANBURY  :    Yes,   but   I   have 
snntations  are  made  are  in  the  service  of   shown    that    it    would    be    exceedingly 
the  Department,  and  that   the  questions    unwise  to  make  any  such  reform, 
raised    are  such    as  directly  affect  the 

whole  body  represented.   The  Postmaster  ,  HOUSING  OK  THh:  WORKING 
General  does  not  consider  it  necessary  to  '        miKAL  DISTRICTS^    '•'^'^'^*'^      ''^ 
issue    any    special    instructions    on    the        ,,       TT.m-.rT    /»    •  ^      r  i 

subject,  nor  to  enlarge  the  statement!  }^^-  gAZELL  (Leicester):  I  W  to 
contained  in  the  official  communication  ""^^  the  President  of  the  Local  Govem- 
referred  to  by  the  hon.  Member.  ,  T"'   ^^  whether,  seeing  that  since 

the  passing  of  the  Mousing  of  the  Work- 

POSTAGE  RATES  FOR  PERIODICALS    !  IT  ^^/tW^i^fiwo-^h"  i^sl^l" 
AND  MAGAZIN  .S.  ,  ?»ly  one  case,  that  at  Ixworth,  in  Suffolk, 

\t      ufTkTXTtiTi-r.  iTi^.T^r^xT  ,n     .       I  in  which  a  rural  local  authority  has  Uiken 
Mr.  HENNIKLR  HLATON  (Canter- !  ^^^^^  ^^^^^  p^^  3  ^f  ^^e  Act  to  improve 

bury) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  ,  ^he  dwellings  of  the  labourers  in  its  dis- 
Treasury,  as  representing  the  Postmaster  ^,.4^1  ^^^  j*  ^j^^  ^j  ^j^^  insanitary  and 
General  whether  it  is  his  intention  to  |  overcrowded  condition  of  such  dwelUngs 
remedy  the  disparity  between  the  cost  of  1  ;„  ^  revealed  in  the  Reports 

postage  of    periodica  s    and    magazines     ^f  ^^e    Assistant    Agricultural  Commis- 

published  in  this  country  at  greater  length,  3ioner8  to  the  Itoyal  Commission  on 
of  time  than  one  week,  and  the  ordinary  ,  Lai^^  ^he  Board  will  consider  the 
newspapers ;  whether  his  attention  has  desirability  of  issuing  a  circular  to  all 
been  called  to  the  statement  m  the  last  „,ral  local  authorities  throughout  the 
report  of  the  Postmaster  General  of  New  kingdom  directing  their  attention  to  the 
Zealand   to  the  effect  that  a   magazine  ,  „  and  duti^  conferred  upon  them 

post  has  been  established  111  that  colony,    ^„  jjjj^j  p^^^ 
the  rates  of  which  are  Id.  for  the  first 
8  oz.,  and  Jd.  for  each  succeedi-g  4  oz. ;       The   PRESIDENT  of  the    LOCAL 


and  whether  ho  can  see  his  way  to  grant 
a  similar  concession  to  the  people  of  this 
country. 


GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Mr.  Chapmx, 
Lincolnshire,  Sloaford)  :  I  introduced  a 
Bill  a  few  days  since  which,  among  other 
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things,  would  simplify  the  procedure  for  glad  to  introduce  a  Bill  on  the  subject 
the  adoption  of  Part  III.  of  the  Housing  referred  to  if  it  is  found  to  l^e  practicable 
of  the  Working  Classes  Act,  1890,  in  during  this  session.  The  matter  is  under 
rural  districts.  I  hope  that  it  may  be-  consideration,  but  I  am  not  able  to  give 
come  law  during  the  session,  t^nd  it  would  i  any  more  definite  pledge  on  the  subject 


be  more  advisable,  I  think,  to  wait  till 
then  before  issuing  a  circular  to  the  local 
authorities  again  on  this  subject,  which 
the  Department  has  done  already  on  a 
former  occasion. 


at  present. 

Sir  WALTER  FOSTER :  Does  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  propose  to  issue 
any  instructions  to  the  Board  of 
Guardians  ? 

WORKHOUSE^  DIETARY    REGU-        ;      jj^  CHAPLIN  :  Well.  Sir,  I  have  said 

\r      XT  A  ryi^T  T      T  1      \       1  ^u    T»      '  that  I  shouM  be  glad  to  introduce  a  Bill, 
Mr.  HAZELL  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Pre- ,  ^^^  ^^^^   ^^^  ^^^^i^^   ^^^  ^^^^^  ^„. 

sideration,  and  the  hon.  Member  must,  I 


sideut  of  the  Local  Government  Board 
whether  he  can  explain  the  causes  of  the 
delay  on  the  part  of  his  Department  in 


think,  be   aware  that  any  regulations  I 
might  make  upon  the   subject   must  be 


issuing  reglations  based  upon  the  recom- ,  dependent,  in  g^t  measure  on  the  intro^ 
mendations  of  the  Committee  on  \\  ork- 1  ^^^^.^^  ^^^  ^.      ^^  ^  ^^^ 
house  Dietaries  m  the  year  1898 ;  and  i  ^         ° 

whether  he  is  able  to  name  the  date  when  ^     STOURBRIDGE  POOR  LAW  UNION 
such  regulations  will  be  issued.  AREA. 

Mr.  CHAPLIN  :  I  am  afraid  there  has  !  *^}^-  MARTIN  ^Worcestershire,  Droit- 
been  some  delay  in  this  matter,  but  it  is  i  wich)  ■  I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of  the 
not  quite  so  simple  as  it  might  seem  at  '  Local  Government  Board  if  he  will  state 
first  sight.  The  delay  has  been  mainly  1  the  grounds  upon  which  the  Local  Goyem- 
caused  by  the  great  care  that  has  been  I  ment  Board  propose  to  base  their  decision 
requisite  in  framing  the  model  dietary  *«  divide  the  Stourbndge  Poor  Law 
scales  which  the  Committee  recommended  Union  into  two  parts  ;  and  if  they  have 
should  be  issued.  I  am  unable  to  name  !  any  reason  for  disregarding  the  expressed 
the  date  when  the  regulations  will  be  :  wishes  of  the  union  and  its  representatives ; 
ready,  but  they  are  being  pressed  for-  and,  if  so,  if  he  will  make  that  reason 
ward,  and  there  will  be  no  avoidable  I  public, 
delay  in  their  issue.  i      j^j^     CHAPLIN  :     The     workhouse 

roTTArF  HnvF**  mil  ,  accommodation  of  the  Stourbridge  Union 

COTTAGE  HO.MEh  BILL.  j^    ^.^^.^    unsatisfactory,  and    the    Local 

Mr.  J.  A.  PEASE  (Northumberland,  ;  Government  Board  have  for  many  vears 

Tyneside) :   I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of    pa^t  been  urging  on  the  guardians  the 

necessity  for  its  improvement.  The 
union,  however,  is  partlv  in  Staffordshire 
duce  any  Bill  to  carry  out  the  recom- i  and  partly  in  Worcestershire,  and  the 
mendations  in  regard  to  the  Poor  Law  I  workhouse,  which  is  situate  almost  at  one 
unanimously  made  by  the  Select  Com- 1  end  of  the  union,  is  not  conveniently 
mittee  appointed  last  session  to  consider  i  placed  as  regards  many  of  the  Worcester- 
the  Cottage  Homes  Bill.  ;  shire  parishes,  and  a  petition   was  pre- 

SiR  WALTER  FOSTER  (Derbyshire,  !  «e"t«i!  ^  r^'fu^.!^  ^T  u*?"*  *'^-  l^*" 
Ilkeston) :  I  beg  at  the  same  time  to  ask  !  g^wrdians  of  the  Worcestershire  parishes 
the  President  o!  the  Local  Government  I  f""^  o'^ers,  asking  that  unless  a  work- 
Boaiti  what  steps,  by  order  or  otherwise,  house  on  a  centraJ  site  was  erected  the 
he  proposes  to  uke  in  order  to  carry  out  "'»«"  ""S^*  j^  f'''"^^-  ^"  Jf?'  '^« 
the  rJ^mendations  contained  in  the  |  ^^  "-^c^Y^d  »  deputation  on  this  oues- 
Report  of  the  Select  Committee  on  the    tion,  and  subseauent  v  an  exhaiwtiye  local 

Cottage  Homes  Bill  of  last  year,  with  >nq'V,'"y  ,^'«'  ¥**  "ilJi^^^  3,'  i" 
refer^ce  to  the  treatment  of  thea^edand  Apnl  last  the  Board  informed  the 
deserving  poor  as  reganis  indoor  and  out-  guardians  that  m  their  opinion  the 
door  relief  evidence  taken    at    the  inqiury  clearly 

showed  that  a  new  workhouse  should  bis 

Mr.  CHAPLIN :  I  will  answer  these    built  on  a  central  site,  and  that  failing 

questions  together.     I    should    be  very  I  such  a  site  being  obtained  within  a  reason- 


the  Local  Government  Board  whether  the 
Government  propose  this  session  to  intro- 
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able  time,  they  considered  that  the  Wor- 
cestershire parishes  should  be  formed  into 
a  separate  union.  A  central  site  has  not 
been  obtained,  and  the  Board  have  accord- 
ingly decided  that  a  division  of  the  union 
should  take  place. 

BETHNAL  GREEN  INFIRMARY. 

Sir  MANCHERJEE  BHOWNAG- 
GREE  (Bethnal  Green,  N.E.) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  President  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  whether  the  Board  of 
Guardians  of  St.  Matthew's,  Bethnal 
Green,  applied  some  months  ago  for 
sanction  for  the  appointment  and  salaries 
of  the  nursing  staff  for  the  new  Bethnal 
Green  Infirmary,  and  that,  although  that 
institution  is  completed  and  ready  to 
receive  patients,  and  was  formally  opened 
yesterday,  the  sanction  has  not  been 
accorded ;  and,  if  so,  will  he  take  imme- 
diate steps  to  comply  with  the  request  of 
the  guardians. 

Mr,  CHAPLIN:  The  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  have  received  the  application 
referred  to,  and  there  has  been  consider- 
able correspondence  on  the  subject.  The 
Board's  decision  in  the  matter  has  been 
communicated  to  the  guardians.  They 
have  sanctioned  the  number  of  nurses 
required,  and  I  hope  that  the  matter  may 
now  be  regarded  as  settled  or  far 
advanced  towards  settlement. 

INEBRIATES  ACT.  1898. 
Sir  CHARLES  CAMERON  (Glasgow, 
Bridgeton) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Home  Department 
whether  his  attention  has  been  called  to 
the  remarks  of  the  police  magistrate  at 
Westminster  on  26th  Februarv,  in  the 
case  of  Margaret  Devine,  an  habitual 
inebriate*,  to  the  effect  that  although  the 
Inebriates  Act  of  1898  had  been  in  force 
fourteen  mpnths  there  was  no  place  to 
which  he  could  send  a  female  inebriate, 
and  his  statement  that  excluding  Roman 
Catholics  there  were  only  fifteen  women 
in  homes,  and  that  the  Act  was  practically 
a  dead  letter ;  and  if  he  would  state  how 
many  persons,  male  and  female,  have  been 
committed  under  the  Act,  and  what  steps 
are  being  taken  to  increase  the  accommo- 
dation for  the  class  of  cases  with  which 
the  Act  is  intended  to  deal. 

Mr.  HAZELL  (Leicester) :  Is  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  aware  that  other 
magistrates  are  making  the  same  com- 
plaint ? 


♦The  secretary  of  STATE  for 
THE  HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Sir  M. 
White  Ridley,  Lancashire,  Blackpool) :  If 
so,  they  are  in  the  same  case  as  the  magis- 
trate referred  to  in  the  question.  I  have  seen  a 
report  of  the  remarks  referred  to,  and  I  can 
only  say  that  if  it  is  accurate  the  magistrate 
is  under  a  misapprehension  as  to  the  facts  of 
the  matter.  And  I  regret  that  statements 
so  inaccurate  as  those  attributed  to  him 
should  be  circulated  on  apparently  high 
authority.  In  reality,  100  females  and 
two  males  have  been  committed  to  and 
received  in  certified  reformatories,  and  of 
these  fifty-nine  are  Protestants.  Further 
accommodation  is  no  doubt  needed,  and 
action  is  being  taken  by  many  local 
authorities  with  the  view  of  providing 
it ;  but  the  arrangements  necessarily  take 
time.  Perhaps  the  best  account  of  the 
progress  which  is  being  made  is  given  in 
a  letter  from  the  inspector  under  the  Act 
which  appeared  in  Tfie  Times  on  the  6th 
February.  I  have  sent  the  hon.  Baronet 
a  copy. 

INTERNATIONAL  LABOUR  CONGRESS 
—CHILD  LABOUR. 

Mr.  gray  (West  Ham,  N.) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 
Department  whether,  having  regard  to 
the  formal  assent  given  by  Her  Majesty's 
Government  in  1890  to  the  proposal 
made  at  the  International  Labour  Con- 
gress, held  in  Berlin,  that  the  age  at  which 
children  might  be  permitted  to  work 
underground  should  be  raised  from  twelve 
to  fourteen,  any  steps  have  been  taken 
by  Her  Majesty's  Government  to  give 
effect  to  that  proposal ;  and,  if  not, 
whether  the  Government  contemplate 
legislation  upon  the  subject  during  the 
current  session ;  and  whether  he  can  state 
which  Continental  Powers  represented  at 
the  Berlin  Congress  assented  to  the  pro- 
posal, and  what  steps  have  been  taken  by 
them  to  give  effect  to  their  pledges. 

*SiR  M.  WHITE  RIDLEY  :  No  steps 
have  been  taken  in  this  country  since 
1890  in  the  direction  of  raising  the  age 
below  which  children  may  not  work 
underground ;  and  the  Government  does 
not  contemplate  legislation  on  the  sub- 
ject this  session.  The  resolution  of  the 
Congress  was,  I  think,  practically  unani- 
mous ;  but  as  far  as  I  can  ascertain,  France 
and  Norway  are  the  only  countries  where 
there  has  been  legislation  on  the  subject 
since  1890 ;  and  even  in  those  countries 
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the  employment  underground  of  children 
of  twelve  years  of  age  and  upwards, 
though  placed  under  restrictions,  has  not 
been  actually  prohibited. 

♦Sir  CHARLES  DILKE :  Is  it  not  the 
case  that  in  France  child  labour  under 
thirteen  years  of  age  is  entirely  pro- 
hibited 1  Will  the  Government  give 
favourable  consideration  to  a  Bill  raising 
the  age  to  thirteen  1 

♦Sir  M.  white  RIDLEY :  I  under- 
stand the  right  hon.  Baronet  has  intro- 
duced a  Bill  extending  the  age  to  thir- 
teen. Of  course  the  Government  will  be 
prepared  to  give  the  Bill  full  considera- 
tion, and  I  dare  say  that  it  may  be  a 
favourable  one,  but  I  cannot  pledge 
myself. 

AVOCH    (ROSS-SHIRE)   FISHERY 
LOSSES. 

Mr.  WEIR:  I  beg  to  ask  the  Lord 
Advocate  whether  the  Secretary  for  Scot- 
land is  aware  that  the  storm  of  18th 
Febniary  last  resulted  in  a  serious  loss  to 
the  fishermen  of  Avoch,  Ross-shire, 
nearly  a  dozen  fishing  boats  being 
damaged  against  the  pier,  and  eighty 
entirely  destroyed ;  and,  in  view  of  this 
loss,  will  he  consider  the  expedienc}^  of 
arranging  for  a  grant-in-aid  for  a  harbour 
at  Avoch. 

The  lord  ADVOCATE  (Mr.  A. 
Graham  Murray,  Buteshire)  :  The 
Secretary  for  Scotland  is  aware  that  on 
18th  February,  during  a  gale  of  excep- 
tional violence,  five  boats  were  totally 
wrecked  and  five  damaged  in  Avoch 
harbour.  Avoch  is  not  within  the  area 
falling  under  the  administration  of  the 
Congested  Districts  Board,  and  the  Secre- 
tary for  Scotland  cannot  therefore  hold 
out  hope  of  a  grant-in-aid.  He  is,  more- 
over, informed  by  the  Fishery  Board  that 
any  effective  improvement  of  the  harbour 
would  involve  a  large  expenditure. 

SCOTTISH  DEER  FOREST  STATISTICS. 
Mr.  WEIR:  I  beg  to  ask  the  Lord 
Advocate  if  he  will  state  at  what  inter- 
vals assessors  in  Scotland  require  the  pro- 
prietors of  deer  forests  to  furnish  the 
acreage  and  other  information  which  may 
be  necessary  for  the  purposes  of  valua- 
tion ;  and  will  he  say  what  are  the  penal- 
ties attaching  to  proprietors  for  a  mis- 
statement of  facts. 

Mr.  a.  graham  MURRAY:  As  I 
have    already    explained     to     the    hon. 


Member,  the  acreage  is  not  a  faetor  in  the 
valuation  of  a  deer  forest.  The  other 
information  which  may  be  necessary  for 
the  purposes  of  valuation  is  already 
required  yearly.  As  regards  the  last 
portion  of  his  question,  I  must  refer  the 
hon.  Member  to  Section  7  of  the  Lands 
Valuation  Act,  1854. 

POULTRY  BREEDING  IN  SCOTLAND. 
Mr.  weir  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Lord 
Advocate,  having  regard  to  the  fact  that 
the  Congested  Districts  Board,  with  a 
view  to  encourage  and  improve  the  breed 
of  poultry,  sent  an  expert  last  autumn  to 
lecture  in  Sutherland  and  Caithness,  will 
he  state  whether  the  Island  of  Lewis  and 
the  outlying  congested  districts  in  other 
crofting  counties  outside  the  line  of  rail- 
way will  be  \'isited  at  an  early  date ;  and 
will  he  say  in  what  districts  sittings  of 
eggs  have  been  distributed. 

Mr.  a.  graham  MURRAY  :  I  am 
informed  by  the  Congested  Districts 
Board  that  they  cannot  at  present  say 
whether  an  expert  will  be  sent,  but  they 
are  considering  how  best  to  convey 
instruction  to  crofters  in  outlying  dis- 
tricts. Sittings  of  eggs  have  been  dis- 
tributed— In  Argyll :  Coll  and  Mull ;  in 
Inverness :  Barra,  Duirinish,  Hairis,  Kil- 
muir,  and  North  Uist ;  in  Ross  :  Gairloch, 
Lochs,  and  Ullapool ;  in  Shetland :  Cun- 
niagsburgh,  Hillswick,  Vaila  and  Whal- 
say. 

IRISH  POOR  RATES  AND  SMALL 
TENANTS. 

Major  JAMESON  (Clare,  W.) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether,  in  view 
of  the  difficulty  there  is  in  collecting  the 
poor  rate  from  tenants  whose  valuation 
is  not  more  than  £4  owing  to  the  inability 
of  such  tenants  to  pay  these  rates,  he 
will  consider  the  advisability  of  levying 
these  rates  as  before  on  the  immediate 
landlords. 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Atkinson,  London- 
derry, N.,  for  Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour)  :  I 
am  not  aware  that  any  difficulty  is  ex- 
perienced such  as  indicated  in  the  ques- 
tion. The  alteration  in  the  law  suggested 
would  be  entirely  opposed  to  the  principle 
on  which  the  local  Government  Act  was 
founded,  namely,  that  the  burden  of  the 
rates  should  fall  on  those  to  whom  the 
electoral  power  is  given. 
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CLARE   MAIL   SERVICE.  I  Injing  used  for  sporting  purposes,   com- 

Major  JAMESON  :    I  l)eg  to  ask  the  )  petition  in  field  trials,  or  for  exhibition. 

Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  as  representing    entailing  a   monetary  loss  on  owners  of 

the  Postmaster  General,   whether   he   is    well-conducted    kennels;     and     whether 

aware  of  the  very  late  hours  at  which  the    performing  dogs  are   free  from    restric- 

morning    mail   arrives  at    Kilrush    and    tions,  and  greyhounds  are  allowed  to  pass 

Kilkee,  County  Clare  ;   and  will  he  take    for  the  purposes  of  taking  part  in  cour»- 

steps  to  see  that  the  mails  are  made  to    ing  meetings,  while  setters,  pointers,  and 

keep    their     schedule     time,     which     is    spaniels  are  excluded  from  taking  part  in 

8  o*clock  in  the  morning.  field  trial   meetings.     I   beg  also  to  ask 

\r        TT  A  xTr»TTT>xr      mi         11        I    '     the  right  hon.   Gentleman  whether  cattle 
Mr.     HANBURY:     The     delay    has    ^j^^,.^,,.^  ^^^^  ^j^,^^  ^^^  „^^  prevented 

occurred  on  the  West  Clare  Railway,  and  ^^^^  their  dogs  with  them  when  cross- 
representations  on  the  8u1)ject  have  been  -  f^  England,  thereby  experiencing 
addressed  to  the  company,  >yho  have  ^^^^^i^  ,-„  "disembarking  and  managing 
promised  to  take  measures  for  improving  ^^^  ^^^1^ .  ^,^^  whether,  if  the  English 
the  working  of  the  service.  ,  goard  of  Agriculture  considers  it  nices- 

KILDYSART    UNIOJ^-MH.    P.    K.        '  ^^y  ^^/^tain  the  quarantine  regulations 
HALLOUAN  "^  ^^Y  form,  exemption  will  be  granted 

Major  JAMESON  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  '  ^  '^f'l'f:  "^"''^  ""'i^^^'l  "^it"'  '**'^ 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  LonT  Lieutenant  ■  ^'"^/'f'^  ^^%  T  <=^''*''!^  '^^  ^''^  •'•'^"*"' 
of  Ireland  will  he  explain  why  the  Local  ,  '""*  ^y  *,  '"'^  l^^'^.^^  veterinary 
Government  Boanl  have  taken  steps  to  !  ''"''p*'?  ."""^  i  suffering  from  rab.es 
remove  Mr.  P.  K.  O'Halloran  from  acting  \  *"^  "f  ^9  ^'■;'^  '*^^»  .«Tr!5^  ^**  •"'''  "u'' 
as  district  councillor  on  the  council  of  "^  f  "^^8)0"  Jor  a  period  of  three  months^ 
the  Kildysart  Union,  seeing  that  ,,r>"'l  ^^aUn  these  cases  a  licence  without 
Halloran  represents  the  Labour  party  in  ''">'  restrictions  be  granted, 
that  district,  for  which  he  was  elected  by  ♦Thk  PRESIDENT  OF  the  BOARD 
a  large  majority.  i  OF  A,GRIGUi,TURK  (Mr.  Long,  Liver- 

Mr.  ATKINSON  (for  Mr.  G.  W.  P«>>;  West  Derby) :  In  reply  to  these 
Baltour):  The  Board  have  not  taken  quesUons  I  would  say  that  in  view  of  the 
«*««.  «.«  ™  ^  .    \/[     rk'u  11  *    _  4.U      f«*ct  that  rabies  continues  to  exist  in   Ire- 

steps  to  remove  Mr.  O  Halloran  from  the  1 1     j      i -i  ^  -^  u        -^  ^     i  *.• 

offi^  of  district  councillor.  •  His  election  '  ^"''^  "''jl^^*  '^  may  be  said  to  be  pnwti- 
as  a  representative  of  the  Ubour  party  ,  ^"^  extinguished  m  Great  Britain,  I  felt 

11  ,\^     £  J.        ir    u-     c        '  it  necessary  to  impose  restnctions  on  toe 

would  not,  of  course,  distiualify  him  from    i      i.  /    i        s  i .    r  t    i     j 

„  .• *  11       1    4.   •♦  u     •        u        I  landing   of   dogs   brought  from    Ireland 

acting  as  councillor,  but  it  having  been        ,.i  ^  i  ^-     ^      ^u    ^-  u 

ascertoiucd   that  he  is    a    tenant   of    a  »"*''  T    ^T  *f  I         '^^  '^^-  ?* 

labourers  cottage,  held  from  the  district !  ^««"  ?       P^*^  out  there.    The  restnctio.« 

council,    the   lSc^I     Government    Boartl  have  been  somewhat  relaxed  in  a  few  c^ses 

have  expressed  the  opinion  that,  as  such,  «^  performing  dogs  and  greyhounds  where 

u«   ;^   a:^  .,  i-i:    I   I      ..u  •  -^       Js  we  were  s^tisned  that  a  concession  could 

he   is   disqualified  by  the   provisions  of       r  i      u  i      i    *    •*  i^        ^    i  ^ 

\rticle  1*^  n*  h  4  M  of  th     Annli  ®*^^®v    "^   made,    but   it   would    not    i)e 

l.«-;^«  ^^"'t      f^      4.    n^A     t        u  •  practicable  to  extend  a  similar  relaxation 

cation  of  hnactments  Order  from  being  a    t         ,  ,        ^  j  ^u  *      r    ...^ 

«,««,K««  ^r  4.U    J-  .  •  4.  -1  *         1^  u  I  to  so  large  a  class  of  dogs  as  that  referred 

meml)er  of  the  district  council  to    which  I  -^i    ^.        •         •  i  *r  *u       •  *  .^ 

1  ^  .     .         ^       T«u     D       1  1      «.   *    '  to  without  serious  risk  of  the  remtroduc- 

he  IS  tenant.      The  Board  are  about   to    ^.        r  <li-    j-  i..     u-  u     ^4.  « 

^v.4.«;«  ,•  r  •  1  J  •  •  •  1  4.  4.  *  I  tion  of  the  disease— a  result  which,  after 
obtain  a  judicial  decision  m  order  to  test      1,        1  ^1  .    . 

the  validity  of  this  opinion,  and  in  the  ; »"  ^r''*^^  gone  through  to  secure  our 

meantime  no  further  proceedings  will  be  P"-"^"'  "IT'  '^^'"^'^^^y.  ?««''«"•  \  «" 
*,u«.,        •     *.  \r     n>u  11  siire  the  House  would  wish  me  to  take 

taken  against  Mr.  O  Halloran.  1  ., ,  .  •  1 

°  I  every  possible  means  to  avoid. 

QUARANTINE      UEGULATIONS      FOR        Dr.    TANNER:    May    I   ask    if   the 

FROM  mELAND^'"^  <iHEAT   HRITAtN     j.^^^^  why  performing  dogs  are  exempted 

Tx     rwi  *  -VT^TT^T^  .J^    ,   r^  w.  IV     T    is  simpK'  because  they  are  English  ? 

Dr.  tanner  (Cork  County,  Mid) :  I  ^ '^  ^  ^ 

beg  to  ask  the  President  of  the  Board  of        Mr.    T.    >L    HEXLY    (Louth,    N.) : 

Agriculture  whether,  in  consequence  of  Cannot  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  see  his 

the  recently  introduced  ((uarantine  regu-  way   to   allow   drovers'   dogs,  which  are 

lations     between  England    and    Ireland,  almost  necessary  to  the  Irish  cattle  trade, 

sporting  and  show  dogs  are  debarred  from  to  be  relieved  of  these  restrictions? 
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*Mr.  long  :  I  have  carefully  eon-  made  to  protect  the  Roman  Catholic  in- 
sidered  that  point,  and  I  think  that  these  habitants  from  still  further  injury  in  the 
restrictions  are  necessary,  because,  in  i  event  of  other  victories  being  gained  over 
all  prolmbility,  greater  risks  attach  to  |  the  Boers ;  has  it  come  to  his  knowledge 
drovers^  dogs  than  to  other  animals.  that,  in  the  recent  occurrences,  the  pre- 

\r      T^    \f   TTT^ATX'     rri.  nt       ^18^3      of     over     twenty-fivc      Roman 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEAL\  :  There  were  fifty    Catholic    traders     were    damaged,     the 

Italian  dogs  in  Dubhn  last  week  or  the  -  g^hools      of     the      Christian      Brothers 

week  before.  attacked,   and  an   assault  made   on    St. 

Patrick's  Roman  Catholic  Church  when 
PORTADOWN  UIOTS.  i]^q  congregation  was  leaving  after  even- 

Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN  (Kilkenny) :  ing  Lenten  devotions  ;  and,  in  future,  will 
I  beg  to  ask  Mr.  Attorney  General  for  the  police  be  permitted  to  disperse  riotous 
Ii-eland  whether  he  is  now  in  a  position    mobs  appearing  in  the  streets  of  Belfast. 

to  state  the  cause,  and  effect  on  the  pro-        .,      A'Fi.-TXTor^x-    rn.       -        c       ^ 
perty  of  Roman  Catholics  in  Portadown,  \    .  ^R-  ATKINSON  :  There  is  no  founda- 
of  the  Orange  riot  which  took  place  there  i  ^}9''  whatever  for  the  suggestion  that  the 
in   celebration  of  the  relief  of  Lad vsmith    ^^^^^^"'^^^"^^^    m    Belfast   on   Wednesday 
on  Wednesday  last.  "  I  '^^^   ^^^^  participated  in  by  Orange  or 

:  riotous  mobs  under  cover  of  celebrations 
Mr.  ATKINSON  :  The  streets  of ;  for  the  relief  of  Ladysmith.  I  have 
Portadown,  like  those  of  other  towns  in  already  stated,  in  answer  to  a  question  of 
Ulster,  were  the  scene  of  considerable  :  the  hon.  Memi)er  for  Mid  Cork,  that  the 
enthusiasm  and  excitement  when  it  be-  '  regi'ettable  and  reprehensible  occurrences 
came  known  on  Wednesday  last  that  Lady-  |  of  Wednesday  were  the  work  of  a  few  in- 
smith  had  l>een  relieved.  It  is  much  to  I  dividuals  only  out  of  the  many  thousands 
be  regretted,  however,  that  amongst  the  !  of  loyal  citizens  of  all  classes  who  paraded 
crowds  of  loyalists  who  assembled  on  the  the  streets  on  the  occasion  in  a  perfectly 
occasion  in  Portadown,  there  were,  unfor-  peaceable  and  orderly  manner.  The 
tunately,  a  number  of  persons,  mainly  police  of  Belfast  are  fully  alive  to  their 
l>oys,  who  indulged  in  stone-throwing  and  I  duty  in  preserving  the  public  peace,  and 
breaking  the  windows  in  houses  the  pro- 1  this  duty  they  will  continue  to  perform 
perty  of  Roman  Catholics.  Windows  in  1  notwithstanding  the  difficulties  which 
the  houses  of  Protestants  were  after-  |  they  may  have  to  encounter  and  irrespec- 
waixis  broken  by  Roman  Catholics.  The  |  tive  of  who  may  be  the  aggressors, 
extent  of  damage  done  to  the  houses  of;      -^       m »  i^txtt-o       4   •  •  .      r    .u 

Roman  Cathd^  was  about  £10.  No  ^^'  TANNER :  Arising  out  of  the 
person,  I  am  happy  to  say,  was  injured  I  answer,  may  I  ask  the  right  hon  Gentle- 
on  the  occasion,  and  the  respectable  j  ^^"  ^\  '^  '^  "«^  ^^^  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^^^^  ?.V^' 
inhabitants  of  the  town,  in  order  to  mark  !  ?g^«  ^^^^  *i«?  <>cc"i'recl  on  occasions  like 

their  disapproval  of  the  reprehensible  -  ^^«  ^^^^^  ^^  ^^^^^^^^^^'.^'"^  ^"  ^"^  ^''^ 
conduct  of  these  individuals,  intend,  so  I  ^">'  assurance  that  at  times  when  news 
am  informed,  to  have  the  damage  done  to  I  ^^^^^  ?^  either  a  defeat  or  a  victory,  due 
windows  repaired  at.  their  own  expense.  I  protection  will  be  aftorded  to  the  property 
For  some  years  past  every  celebration  in  *  ^^  Catholics  i 

Portadown   has   passed   off  without   im-        Mr.  ATKINSON :  I  am  not  aware  of 
pleasant  incident.     Some  eight  or  nine  of    any  riots  on  the  occasion  of  the  alleged 
the  persons  who  threw  the  stones  on  this  I  defeats,  but,  of  course,  the  police  will  l)e 
occasion   have    been  identified,  and  will    proper  protection  in  all  cases. 
be  rigorously  proceeded  aeainst  by  the  I 

police!  '      Dr.  TANNER :  At  the  time  the  three 

I  generals  were   defeated  the  same    thing 
RIOTIN(J  IN  BELFAST.  .  occurred. 

Mr.  MACALEESE  (Monaghan,   N):,      Mr.  SPEAKER:  Order,  order! 
1   beg  to  a«k    Mr.  Attorney  General  for 

Ireland,  in  view  of  the  recent  behaviour  |       DEATHS  IN  MOl  NTJOY  PRISON— 
of   Orange   mobs    in    Belfast,   who    did  I  CASE  OF  THOMAS  CASEY, 

damage  to  Roman  Catholic  property  Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN :  I  l)eg  to 
under  cover  of  celebrations  for  the  relief  ;  ask  Mr.  Attorney  General  for  Ireland 
of  Ladysmith,  what  provision  has  been  '  whether  he   has   seen  the   verdict  of  a 
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coroner's  jury  in  the  case  of  a  life  convict 
named  Thomas  Casey,  who  died  of  pul- 
monary tuberculosis  in  Mountjoy  prison 
on  Wednesday  last,  in  which  a  strong 
opinion  is  expressed  that  the  man,  when 
found  to  be  hopelessly  ill,  should  have 
been  released  ;  whether  he  can  say  when 
the  disease  of  which  Casey  died  was  first 
diagnosed  by  the  medical  officer,  and  in 
what  prison;  is  it  usual  to  remove 
prisoners  suffering  from  this  and  other 
serious  diseases  to  Maryb6rough  prison, 
where  the  system  is  less  severe  and  more 
suitable  to  invalids  than  Mountjoy  ;  was 
Casey  in  Maryborough  prison ;  why  was 
he  sent  there,  and  when ;  and  why  was 
he  taken  back  to  Mountjoy,  and  when. 

Dr.  tanner  :  I  beg  at  the  same  time 
to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  if  his  attention  has 
been  directed  to  the  report  of  the  inquest 
on  the  prisoner  John  Casey  in  Mountjoy 
prison,  on  Wednesday,  28th  February 
ultimo,  at  what  time  was  it  discovered  that 
he  was  suffering  from  tubei-culosis  of  the 
lungs ;  will  he  explain  why,  when  Dr. 
O'Keefe  stated  that  the  case  was  hopeless, 
Casey  was  not  discharged ;  and,  if  a 
similar  case  should  occur  m  Ireland,  if  the 
authorities  will  take  steps  to  offer  the 
prisoner  his  liberty  directly. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  :  My  attention  has 
been  directed  to  the  verdict  of  the 
coroner's  jury  in  the  case  of  John  Casey, 
lately  a  convict  in  Mountjoy  prison.  The 
deceased  suffered  from  chronic  phthisis 
since  the  year  1886,  when  he  was  con- 
fined in  Downpatrick  prison.  In  the 
same  year  he  was  removed  to  Mary- 
borough invalid  prison,  where  he  re- 
mained until  about  eighteen  months  ago, 
when,  owing  to  stnictural  alterations  in 
that  prison,  it  became  necessary  to  remove 
him  to  Mountjoy  prison.  In  both  of 
these  prisons  he  was  classed  as  a  hospital 
patient,  and  treated  accordingly.  His 
case  was  under  consideration  in  October, 
1897,  and  October,  1898,  and  again  so 
recently  as  October,  1899,  but  on  neither 
of  these  occasions  was  there  any  reason 
for  exceptional  treatment  of  his  case  by 
the  exercise  of  the  prerogative  of  mercy. 
On  the  19th  January  of  this  year  the 
prisoner's  disease  suddenly  and  un- 
expectedly became  acute,  and  his  case  was 
at  once  brought  under  the  notice  of  the 
Lord  Lieutenant,  who  gave  directions 
that  every  care  should  be  taken  of  the 
man,    and     that     Dr.    Wodehouse,    the 


medical  meml>er  of  the  Prisons  Board, 
should  have  full  discretion  as  to  his  treat- 
ment. Dr.  Wodehouse  frequently  saw 
the  deceased  since  the  19th  January,  but 
the  man  was  never  since  that  date  fit  for 
removal  or  di>charge,  and  on  his  being 
asked  whether  in  the  event  of  his  illness 
taking  a  favourable  tiu-n  he  would  wish 
to  be  transferred  to  a  hospital  outside, 
Casey  replied  that  he  would  not  unless  he 
was  likely  to  recover. 

Dr.  TANNER:  May  I  ask  how  it 
comes  to  pass  that  the  opinion  of  Dr. 
Wodehouse  is  now  quoted.  Is  it  not  the 
case  that  Dr.  O'Keefe,  the  medical  officer 
in  charge  of  the  prison,  a  most  capable 
and  extremely  humane  gentleman, 
diagnosed  this  case,  and  why  was  his 
report  withheld,  and  only  obtained 
eventually  by  putting  a  question  in  this 
House  ? 

Mr.  ATKINSON:  I  am  not  re- 
sponsible for  the  conduct  of  the  pro- 
ceedings. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND :  Is  it  a 
fact  thitt  this  man  was  over  seventeen 
years  in  prison,  and  is  it  not  usual,  in 
cases  of  sickness  which  threaten  to  result 
in  death,  to  at  once  release  the  prisoner  1 

Mr.  ATKINSON :  The  moment  sickness 
threatens  loss  of  life,  the  question  of  dis- 
charge is  considered.  As  I  have  ex- 
plained, it  was  not  until  19th  January 
that  this  man's  case  appeared  seiious. 

* 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND:  How 
many  prisoners  have  died  recently  in 
Mountjoy  prison  ] 

♦Mr.  SPEAKER :  Order,  order !  That 
does  not  arise  out  of  the  question  on  the 
Paper. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY:  Is  not  this  the 
man  for  whose  release  Lord  Randolph 
Churchill  and  Sir  Edward  Clarke  both 
voted  some  years  ago  1 

♦Mr.  SPEAKER:  Order,  order!  The 
hon.  Member  is  not  entitled  to  ask  that 
question. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY :  Surely  I  am  en- 
titled to  ask  whether  this  man  has 
been  dying  for  many  years,  and  why  he 
was  not  released  ? 

♦Mr.  SPEAKER :  The  hon.  Member  is 
not  entitled  to  ask  an  argumentative 
question. 
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Dr.  TANNER:  I  shall  put  further 
questions  on  this. 

THE  PATRIOTIC  FUND   COMMISSION. 

Mr.  HOLLAND  (Yorkshire,  W.R., 
Kotherham)  :  I  hes  to  ask  the  First  Lord 
of  the  Treasury  whether  the  Committee 
appointed,  under  the  presidency  of  Lord 
Justice  Henn  Collins,  to  inquire  into  the 
administration  of  the  various  funds  ad- 
ministered by  the  Patriotic  Commis- 
sioners and  others  has  arranged  to  hold 
its  sittings  in  the  evening,  namely,  from 
half-past  four  until  half-past  six  o'clock  ; 
whether  such  hours  are  customary  ;  and 
whether  they  have  been  selected  to  meet 
the  convenience  of  those  who  will  be 
invited  to  attend  and  offer  evidence,  or 
whether  they  have  been  arranged  to  suit 
the  professional  and  other  engagements  of 
the  Committee  itself. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  Every  Com- 
mittee regulates  its  own  hours  of  meet- 
ing according  to  its  own  discretion.  I 
understand  the  Committee  in  question  is 
to  meet  at  four  o'clock.  Of  course,  I  have 
no  control  over  their  proceedings  nor  any 
power  of  criticising  it. 

Mr,  T.  M.  HEALY:  May  I  ask 
whether  any  protest  has  been  made  by 
the  English  Bar  Committee  against  the 
withdrawal  of  Lord  Justice  Collins  from 
his  judicial  duties  to  preside  over  a  packed 
Committee  of  this  kind  1 

[No  answer  was  given.] 

BUSINESS  OF  THE  HOUSE. 

Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN 
(Stirling  Burghs) :  May  I  ask  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  what  the  business  will  be 
on  Thursday  and  Friday,  and  also  next 
week  1 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  With  regard 
to  Thursday,  I  propose  to  take,  first,  the 
report  of  the  Budget  resolutions  and  the 
First  Reading  of  the  Finance  Bill,  if  we 
are  not  fortunate  enough  to  get  these  to- 
morrow. 

An  Hon.  Member  :  To-morrow  ? 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  Yes;  after 
half-past  five  they  might  easily  come  on. 
Any  hon.  (Gentleman  can  object  if  he 
likes. 

Mb.  WILLLA.M  REDMOND :  I  shall 
object. 


Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  shall  put 
down  second  the  Soldiers'  Enfranchise- 
ment Bill,  and  then  the  Navy  Estimates, 
Votes  8  to  12.  On  Friday  I  shall  con- 
tinue the  Navy  Estimates,  and  on  Monday 
I  hope  to  get  the  Speaker  out  of  the 
chair  on  the  Army  Estimates. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES:  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  spoke  of  the  Soldiers 
Enfranchisement  Bill.  Do  the  Govern^ 
ment  intend  that  it  shall  include  soldiers 
who  are  now  excluded  by  the  terms  of 
their  service  ? 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  referred  to 
the  Electoral  Disabilities  (Military  Ser- 
vice) Bill,  the  nature  of  which  no  doubt 
the  hon.  Member  is  acquainted  with.  I 
was  not  intending  to  describe  the  pro- 
visions of  the  measure,  but  only  to  indi- 
cate when  it  would  be  taken. 

SOUTH   AFRICAN  WAR— NEWS  FROM 

THE  FRONT. 

Sir  WILFRID  LAWSON  (Cumber- 
land, Cockermouth) :  May  I  ask  if  the 
report  in  the  papers  that  General  Buller 
has  stated  that  Natal  is  quite  clear  of 
Boers  is  correct  1  Can  the  First  Lord 
give  us  any  information  1 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  No  telegram 
has  reached  the  War  Office  later  than 
that  already  known  to  hon.  Members. 
I  think  I  should  be  given  notice  of  a 
question  like  this. 


NEIF  BILLS. 


PROFESSIONAL  ACCOUNTANTS. 

Bill  to  provide  for  the  better  organisa- 
tion of  Professional  Accountants,  ordered 
to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Tomlinson,  Mr. 
Schwann,  Sir  Albert  Rollit,  Mr.  John 
Wilson  (Govan),  Mr.  J.  H.  M.  Campbell, 
and  Mr.  William  Field. 

PROFESSIONAL    ACCOUNTANTS  BILL. 

"  To  provide  for  the  better  organisation 
of  Professional  Accountants,"  presented, 
and  read  the  first  time ;  to  be  read  a 
second  time  upon  Wednesday,  2nd  May, 
and  to  be  printed.     [Bill  112.] 

TEINDS  (SCOTLAND). 

Bill  to  amend  the  Law  of  Teinds,  and 
to  provide  for  the  stated  conversion  of 
Fiar  s  Prices  in  certain  cases  in  Scotland, 
ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Nicol, 
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Mr.  Renshaw,  Sir  Herbert  Maxwell,  Sir  '  country.  For  nearly  fifty  years  we  have 
Thomas  Gibson-Carmichael,  Mr.  Gordon,  been  occupied  in  a  process  much  more 
Sir  John  Stirling-Maxwell,  Mr.  Robert  satisfactory  to  the  country  —  namely, 
Wallace  (Perth),  Mr,  Alexander  Cross,  in  reducing  the  debt,  and  in  reducing 
and  Sir  Walter  Thorburn.  the   interest  upon  that  debt.       I    know 

that    as     to    any    particulars     of     the 
TEINDS  (SCOTLAND)  BILL.  provision  to  be  made  for  this  loan  they  will 

"  To  amend  the  Law  of  Teinds,  and  to  more  properly  belongto  the  discussion  upon 
provide  for  the  stated  conversion  of  Fiar's  the  Bill  ;  but  I  do  not  think  that,  even  in 
Prices  in  certain  cases  in  Scotland,"  pre- 1  the  initial  stage  of  proposing  to  add 
sented,  and  read  the  first  time  j  to  be  X35,000,000  to  the  Debt  of  the  country 
read  a  second  time  upon  Friday,  May  — to  which,  indeed,  you  have  to  add 
18th,  and  to  be  printed.     [Bill  113.]  X8,000,000  raised  in  the  last  session  of 

;  Parliament,  though  not  within  this  reso- 

lution — ^you  should  leave  out  of  considera- 

WAYS  AND  MEANS.  I  tion   the   fact   that  you  are   suspending 

^      . ,      J  .    ^         .^^  ,  also — and   of  that   I   do  not  complain — 

Considered  in  Committee.  i  ^^e    Sinking   Fund   by     which    the    old 

(In  the  Committee.)  Debt  would   have   been  reduced  to  the 

I  amount  of  £5,000,000  ;  so  that,  in  point 

[Mr.  J.  W.  LOWTHER  (Cumberland,  Pen-    of  fact,  you   are  really  dealing  with  the 

rith)  in  the  Chair.]  !  question   of  increasing   the   Debt  of  the 

,,.       -  country  by  a  sum  of  nearly  X50,000,000 

V\  AR  LOAN.  sterling.     We   have    heard,  I    am   sure, 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  .  with  approval   in  sentiment  and  admim- 

*'(!)  That  towards  makinggood  the  supply  '  tion  in  expression  the  financial  doctrines 

granted  to  Her  Majesty  for  the  service  of  \  preached  by   the   Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 

the  years  ending  on  the  3 1st  day  of  March,  !  chequer  last  night.     He  appealed  to  the 

nineteen  hundred,  and  the  31st  day  of  •  patriotism    of    the    House    and    of    the 

March,  nineteen  hundred  and  one,  sums  .  country  not  to  rely  simply  upon  loans  for 

not  exceeding  thirty-five  million  pounds  |  dealing   with  the  necessities  of  this  war. 

be  raised  by  either  or  both  of  the  follow- 1  He   reminded   us   of  the   sacrifices   that 

ing  methods  : —  were  made  by  our  fathers  before   us    in 

la)  By  means  of  the  creation  of  stock  ^|^^  ^^^  ^''^}}^  '''Z'  ''!J^  f  ^^^wards  in 
or  lx)nds  to  be  redeemed  within  a  '  ^}^  Crimean  W  ar.  No  doubt  those  saen- 
period  not  exceeding  ten  years,  and  i  ^ces  ^^^ere  great.      We  had  an  income  tax 

bearing  interest  at  a  rate  to  be  fixed  .  ["  ^^^   §^^^   '^*''*  ""^   ^f'  '"  ^>^  ^'  J^  ^ 

by  the  Treasury  ;  or  |  ^^^  ^"  income  tax  in  the  Crimean   W  ar, 

ib)  By  means  of  the  issue  of  Treasury    ^/^*J    ^^W,  "^^l^^  additions  to  taxation, 

l^lljg  .  *^  ,  of    Is.  4:d.  in  the  £.      I    referred  bneflv 

,     ,     ^  ,  ..,11.  1  ^st  night  to  what  was  the  result  of  deal- 

4ind    that  the  principal  and  the  interest  I  w  ^j^h  ^he  expenses  of  that  war.     The 

on   any   money    so    raised    be    charged  i  Crimean  War  cost  £76,000,000,  but  only 

on  the  Consolidated  I  und.  £32,000,000   was  added   to  the  Debt  of 

"(2)  That  all  expenses  incurred  in  con-    the  countr}',  as  against  the  £48,000,000 

nection  with   raising  the  said   sums,  in-    now  already  contemplated  in  the  case  of 

eluding  any  additional  remimeration  to  |  the   present   war.      Even   supposing  the 

the   Banks  of  England   and   Ireland,  be    expenditure   is   not   larger  than   is   now 


<!harged  on  the  Consolidated  Fund." — (Mr. 
Chnncellm'  of  the  Exchequer.) 


contemplated,  we  are  already  committed 
to  an  expenditure  of — I  don't  know  what, 
I  but  at  all  events  not  less  than 
*SiR  WILLIAM  HARCOURT  (Mon-  j  £65,000,000.  How  much  more  it 
mouthshire,  W.) :  Though  I  do  not !  will  be  no  man  can  say.  If  you 
rise  for  the  purpose  of  offering  any  t  get  ofl^  with  £76,000,000  as  the 
opposition  to  this  resolution,  I  think  the  !  cost  of  this  war  you  may  consider 
House  must  be  aware  that  it  is  about  as  •  yourselves  extremely  fortunate.  But  in 
serious  a  financial  motion  as  could  be  i  the  Crimean  War,  which  cost  £7 6,000,000, 
presented  to  the  House  of  Commons.  It  there  were  £40,000,000  raised  out  of 
is  now  half  a  century  since  so  large  an    taxation,  and  only  £32,000,000  by  addi- 


addition  was  proposed  to  the  debt  of  this 


tion   to  the   Debt.     The  fact  was    that 
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taxation  so  increased  the  balances  that  it    for  the  existing  financial  system  of  this 
reduced  the  added  Debt  to  X32, 000,000.    country — a  system  so  sound  and  beneficial 
The   doctrine  of  the  Chancellor    of    the    that    he    was    enabled    to    announce    a 
Exchequer  is  an  admirable  one,  but  it  has    wonderful       financial      result      in      the 
happened  to   the  right  hon.   Gentleman    Revenue,  of  which    the   country    would 
and  to  other  Chancellors  of  the  Exchequer    have  enjoyed   the    benefit   but  for   this 
that  their  practice  does  not  always  come    war.     That  system,  which  was  ])egun  by 
up  to  the  standard  of  their  doctrine.  What    Sir   Robert  Peel  and  continued  by   Mr. 
is  the  situation  now  1     The  provision  we    Gladstone,  and  which  is  the  inheritance 
have  to  make  is  not  for  £76,000,000,  as    of  their  successors,  has  been  the  source 
in  the  Crimean  War,  but  for  £60,000,000    of  the  splendid  financial   harvests  which 
odd,   and   the   provision    we   are    going    the  right    hon.    Gentleman   has  had  the 
to    make    for    this    war    out    of    taxa-  i  good  fortune  to  reap  in  his  surpluses  year 
tion     is      £12,000,000      out      of      this    after  year.    I  have  heard  with  satisfaction 
smaller     total,    as   against    £41,000,000    of  the    great    increase  which   has    been 
80  raised  for  the  Crimean  War,  and  the    made  on  the  death  duties.     Of  course  we 
Debt   is  to  be  increased  from  that  smaller  '  all  regret  very  much  the  loss  of  the  esti- 
sum  by   £48,000,000,    instead   of  being    mable  gentleman  to  whom  the  right  hon. 
increased    as    it    was    at   that    time  by    Gentleman  referred  last  night,  who  lived 
£32,000,000.    Well,  I  am  afraid  that  may    upon   158.  a  day,  and  bequeathed  to  the 
be    described    as    financial    degeneracy,    country  on  his  decease  nearly  a  million  of 
What  is   the   situation  1     As    the  right   money.     At  least  it  can  be  said  of  him 
hon.    Gentleman    very    graphically  and    that,  if  he  did  not  live  like  a  lord,  at  all 
eloquently    told     us,     since     that    time    events  he  died  like  a  gentleman.     I  know 
there  has   been   a   vast   increase   in   the    that  ali  lords  do  not  do  the  same.     There 
wealth   of    this    country,    an    enormous    are    occasions    on     which     people    take 
increase      in       income,       capital,      and    measures  to  defeat  the  Exchequer ;  and 
population.     The  right   hon    Gentleman    indeed  there  are  traders,   of  whom  the 
said    he  did   not  care   fOr  unpopularity,    right   hon.    Gentleman   complained,  who 
but  if  to  attempt  the  exertions  of  which    also       indulge       in       such       practices, 
our    fathers  were   capable  leads    to   un- 1  There  is  a  ballad  well  known,  1  should 
popularity    it      does      not      indicate    a    say,  to  most  hon.  Gentlemen,  in  that  ad- 
very    wholesome    state     of     the    public    mirable  publication,  "  The  Poetry  of  the 
opinion   of  this   country.     The  sacrifices  i  An ti- Jacobin."  I  refer  to  a  poem  entitled, 
made  fifty    years    ago    in    the  Crimean    "  Chevy  Chase."  It  begins   "  Duke  Smith- 
War,  by  a  people  much  less  rich  and  much    son  of  Northumberland,"  and  goes  on  to 
le4s  capable  of  bearing  taxation  than  we    describe  his  immense  property  and  how  he 
are  to^lay,  amounted  to  more  than  one-    succeeded  in   preventing   the  Exchequer 
half  of  the  sum  that  had  to  be  met,  while    obtaining  its  due.  Of  course,  Dukes  in  the 
that  which  we  now  think  it  possible  to  |  present  day  are  incapable  of  such  devices, 
call  upon  the  people  to  pay  amounts  to    With  regard  to  the  remarks  of  the  right 
one-fifth  of  the  sum  that  has  to  be  met.    hon.  Gentleman  as  to  the  wav  in  which 
There  is,  I  believe,  a  popular  melody  very    the  trader  rush  in  on  the  days  previous  to 
much   recited   with    enthusiasm    in   the    the  Budget,  may  I  throw  out  a  suggestion 
metropolis.     It  is  what  may  l>e  called,  I    to  him  for  his  consideration  ?     We  have 
think,  a  music-hall   ballad,  the  refrain  of    succeeded     in  the     case     of     the   death 
which  is  "  Pay,  pay,  pay."      But  I  am    duties   in    preventing    evasion  to  a  con- 
afraid  that  does  not  express  the  real  senti-    siderable  extent  by  making  it  impossible 
ment  of  the   people.     The  persons  who    during  a  certain  period  before  death  to 
sing     the     song      with     the      greatest   defeat  the  revenue.     I  should  like  to  ask 
gusto    really    mean     "  Borrow,    borrow,  :  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  whether  or  not 
borrow."       Though     the     precepts      of    by  some   sort  of  retrospective  action  he 
the  Chancellor    of    the    E.xchequer    are    could   not  prevent  the  evasion    of    the 
faultless,  I  cannot  pay  him  an  equal  com- .  customs  and  excise  duties.     If  he  could 
pliment   on   the  scheme  he  has  founded    see  his  way  to  do  that  he  would  have  at 
upon  them.     At  all  events,  if  I  have  to    lea.st  my  support.     It  is  a  satisfaction  to 
criticise   that  which   is,    perhaps,   rather    know  that  we  have  no  cause  to  fear,  in  the 
the  fault  of  the  people  for  whom  he  has    hands  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
to  provide  than  his  own  tault,  I  do  rejoice  '  any  departure  from  the  established  frame- 
in  the  gallant  stand  which  he  has  made    work  and  skeleton  of  the  finance  of  this 
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country.  I  heard  him  with  great  satis- 
faction denounce  the  theojies  put  for- 
ward in  an  intelligent  journal  of  the 
present  day.  We  are  invited  to  reform 
our  finance  upon  the  model  of  the 
worst  period  of  the  early  part  of  this 
century — a  sort  of  Budget  that  Mr. 
Vansittart  might  have  produced.  We 
have  outlived  all  that.  I  was  extremely 
happy  to  hear  the  language  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  upon  that  subject.  I 
will  only  refer  in  one  sentence  to  what 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  said  with  refer- 
ence to  the  relative  allotment  between 
direct  and  indirect  taxation.  I  do  not, 
however,  concur  in  those  remarks ;  but  I 
will  reserve  what  has  to  be  said  upon  that 
subject  until  we  come  to  the  Finance 
Bill.  I  do  not  believe  that  the  resources 
of  direct  taxation  are  exhausted  ;  and,  in 
my  opinion,  at  the  rate  we  are  going,  we 
shall  have  to  make  great  demands  upon  all 
forms  of  taxation — much  larger  demands 
than  those  that  are  made  tonday.  What 
is  the  scope  of  this  loan  bill  ?  I  agree 
very  much  that  it  would  not  be  advisable 
to  raise  anything  like  this  sum  of  money 
upon  Treasury  bills  or  floating  debt.  We 
should  have  to  pav  pretty  smartly  for 
Treasury  bills.  VV e  had  to  pay  for  the 
last  issue,  which  was  not  a  very 
large  one,  not  far  short  of  4  per 
cent,  on  some  of  them.  [An  Hon. 
Member:  Four  and  a  half.]  Four 
and  a  half  per  cent.  ?  That  is  not  a 
pleasant  prospect  to  people  who  are  now 
accustomed  to  2 J  per  cent.,  and  nobody 
knows  what  may  be  the  market  price  of 
the  securities  that  will  have  to  be  offered. 
I  do  not  venture  to  offer  any  opinion 
upon  the  subject. 

♦The  chancellor  of  the  EX- 
CHEQUER  ^ir  M.  Hicks  Beach, 
Bristol,  W.)  :  That  was  in  January. 

♦Sir  WILLLA.M  HARCOURT  :  But 
you  never  know  what  it  may  be  in  June. 
But  I  offer  no  opinion  upon  the  subject. 
Of  course  the  Treasury  has  means  of  in- 
formation which  no  one  else  possesses. 
When  you  endeavour  to  obtain  informa- 
tion as  to  matters  of  this  kind  I  have 
always  observed  that  the  experts  of  the 
City  are  admirable  authorities  for  twenty- 
four  hours,  but  if  you  endeavour  to 
extend  your  vision  beyond  that  I  do  not 
find  that  they  know  much  more  about  it 
than  Anybody  else.  That  is  my  experience, 
at  least,  of  what  you  may  call  high  City 
authorities.     I  am  sure  the  right    hon. 

Sir  JFilliam  HarcourU 


Gentleman  will  do  what  is  best  for  the 
country,  and  make  the  best  bargain  he 
can.  I  quite  understand  why  he  does  not 
wish  to  commit  himself  with  regard  to 
the  exact  form  in  which  he  will  raise  this 
money.  I  am  happy  to  see  in  the  resolu- 
tion that  this  loan  is  to  be  redeemed 
within  ten  years,  whether  it  is  raised 
by  Exchequer  bonds  or  in  some  other 
form.  But  we  may  take  it,  at  all 
events,  that  this  is  to  be  a  short 
loan,  to  be  redeemed  within  a  limited 
time.  I  think  that  is  a  great  improve- 
ment upon  the  practice  of  raising  a  loan 
and  allowing  it  to  be  lost  in  the  mass  of 
Consols,  because  it  ear-marks  the  loan,  it 
reminds  the  country  that  this  is  a  war 
loan,  and  I  hope  that  in  better  days  it  %vill 
lead  to  the  liquidation  of  the  loan,  which, 
perhaps,  would  not  take  place  if  it  was 
hid  away  in  the  mass  of  Consols.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  refers  to  "  bonds." 
I  suppose  he  means  Exchequer  bonds. 

♦Sir  M.  hicks  BEACH :  Not  neces- 
sarily Exchequer  bonds. 

♦Sir  WILLIAM  HARCOURT:  Ex- 
chequer boncis  have  not  been  popular 
securities,  but  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
may  mean  bonds  of  other  kinds ;  I  do 
not  know  what  is  in  his  mind.  Exchequer 
bonds  have  generally  been  in  large  sums, 
and  you  cannot  have  a  general  market  for 
them  as  you  could  have  in  stock  of  any 
kind.  But  I  understand  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  contemplates  the  possibility  of 
having  what  is  known  on  the  Continent 
as  a  popular  loan,  which  is  to  he  raised 
from  the  people  at  large.  At  the  time  of 
the  Crimean  War  that  idea  was  rejected 
for  what  was  considered  to  be  a  good 
reason — namely,  that  it  might  affect  the 
Savings  Bank  deposits,  and  so  operate 
prejudicially  upon  the  market  of  Con- 
sols. I  do  not  know  that  the  circum- 
stances of  the  present  day  militate 
against  such  an  experiment,  which 
certainly  everybody  would  watch  with 
much  interest.  What  is  much  more 
important,  however,  is  how  is  this  loan  to 
be  discharged  1  The  Chancellor  of  the 
Elxchequer  has  held  out  to  us  the  pleasant 
prospect  of  an  early  peace.  I  hope  he  is 
not  too  sanguine.  There  is  no  man  but 
will  pray  for  an  early  cessation  of  this 
terrible  war,  not  only  on  account  of 
the  immense  waste  of  treasure,  but  still 
more  the  terrible  effusion  of  blood.  But 
supposing  the  right  hon.  Gentlemans 
expectation    is    well     founded,    let    us. 
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see  what  he  proposes  to  do.  I 
understand  that  though  this  resohition 
talks  of  redeeming  the  Debt,  he  does  not 
make  any  proposal  at  present  as  to  the 
method  by  which  it  is  to  be  redeemed. 
I   can   understand    that,    and    I    agree, 


occasion  to  impress  on  the  Grovernment 
the  importance  of  giving  their  best 
attention  to  measures  of  wise,  and  at  the 
same  time  rigid,  economy.     He  said — * 

'*  I  am  convinced  that  this  'w  the  only  spirit 


because  Mr.  Pitt's  financial  genius,  which  '  Jf  "^^^""^  ""^  ^.   confirm  the  principles  of 
,  ,  .J  ""**"Y      ^     .   . '      "        I  finance  upon  which  our  nystem  is  now  gene- 

m  the  early  penod  of  his  administration  (  rally  eHtablished,  and  that  >W11  enable  us  to 
1  think  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  criticised  |  preimre  those  resources  for  the  future  which, 
very  well,  was  still  more  defective  in  his    whenever  an   emergency  arises,  will  enable 


latter   administration,   for   he   created   a 

sinking  fund  which  wasan  admirable  moral 

principle ;  but  unfortunately  his  sinking 

fund  was  provided  for  by  more  borrowing, 

so  that  it  turned  out  to  be  a  very  unsuccess- 

fid  operation.   No  sinking  fund,  of  course,  i  'T^^'^"  ,^^  marKeu  ^ae  cummencemeni> 

is  of  any  value  unless  it  is  derived  from  i  J^^  ^*^^  ^^^  T""^^  ^  prevented  on   a 

surplus  revenue.     Raising  more  revenue    future  (KX^sion  by  the  maintenance  dunng 

than  your  expenditure  is  the  only  sound    P^«  ^^^'^   *™3^  "^"^*^  ^^g^^  ^^^"  ^^« 

financial  basis  of  a  sinking  fund.     I  think 


us  to  show  the  same  power  we  have  recently 
displayed.'' 

He  pointed  out  the  mistake  of  supposing 
that  the  mischances  and  disappointments 
which  had  marked  the  commencement  of 


the  right  hon.  Gentleman  was  quite  right 
in  saying,  **  It  would  be  absurd  for  me  to 
propose  a  sinking  fund  when  I  am 
borrowing   money.       That  is   ob\iously 


needs  of  the  country  required,  and  the 
only  result  that  we  should  reap  from  the 
support  of  unduly  large  military  estab- 
lishments in  times  of  peace  would  probably 
be  that  we  should   enter  upon  another 

the^^r'' ButTrmiist"n7t  lose^s^giir^^^  ^^f«   reserves   which, 

the  pledge   which  this   resolution  gives,    ^^^^^  been  accumulated  by  the    wise 

that  the  loan  is  to  be  redeemed  within  ;  f^^"^^^  «^  ^^^^^  y^""^^  ^j^.i'^^^l^ 
ten  years.  Let  us  reflect,  at  all  events,  the  country  to  face  its  recent  difficulties 
upon  what  is  the  probability  of  that ;  ^^'^^  comparative  ease  That  was  the 
h^ng    done    in     the    financial    circum- 1  ^ory  doctnne  of  those  days,  and  I  should 

stances  in  which  we  find  ourselves.  '  *^^^  ^^«  ^f^«\«^"t^'^^%^P™  ^.^^  «^™^ 
The  characteristic  of  former  great  wars-  '  f "thonty,  in  which,  speaking  a  few  years 
of  the  great  French  war  tnd  of  the  later  on  a  resolution  that  the  war  taxation 
Crimean  War — was  that  there  was  a  well- 
founded  confidence  that  when  the  wars 
were  over  a  period  of  peace  would  arrive, 
And  that  expenditure,  instead  of  increas- 
ing, would  diminish.  Have  you  that 
prospect  now  ?  What  is  your  faith  and 
expectation  that  when  you  have  made 
peace  in  September  the  expenditure  of 
the  country  will  be  reduced  ?     That  is  a 

main  condition  in  the  prospect  of  redeem-    .    ,  .  .»    .  •  j       .t     !-•  • 

ing  the  debt  you  are  creating.  After  the  I  J"^^^^°*  ^^^^  'f  P^*^  ^^  ^^^  Cnmoan 
^t  French   war  the  people   were  ex- '  ^'^r  and  upon  the  expenditure  on  that 

tausted,  they  had  learnS  what  the  cost  r""  I-  ?"*^  *  ^^u  "T  ^'^?  «^«;;;«^^«^.'"« 

of  war  was,  and  there  was  a  determina-  that  history  and  that  cont^t    the  Pnme 

tion   to    reduce    establishments  and    to  ^^^'n>«ter    said    that    we    had    put    our 

ciUtivate    economy.       There    was    then  >«"^y.„?'^   the    wrong  horse.    Seventy- 

tranquillity  for  fifty  years.      After  the  «'^    millions    of    the    taxation    of    the 

Crimean  War  the  same  thing  took  place.  ^^^^  ^^  ^^i«  ^""^7  ^'**  Pf  "PP^ 
For    a   time,  at   least,   after    the  great 


should  be  reduced,  he  laid  it  down  that 
"  we  should  in  the  most  significant 
manner  express  our  opinion  that  it  is 
not  advisable  that  England  should  be- 
come what  is  called  a  great  military 
nation."  Those  are  the  sentiments  of 
fifty  years  ago.  They  met  taxation,  they 
cultivated  economy.  When  peace  came 
then  they  reduced  the  expenditure.  Is 
that  your  prospect  now  ?    What  is  the 


struggle  with  Russia  was  over  and  peace 
was  restored  there  was  a  demand  at 
once  for  a  reduction  of  expenditure.     A 


the  wrong  horse.  I  am  not  quite 
certain  that  after  the  experience  of  some 
years  we  shall  be  certain  that  we  have  put 
their  £60,000,000  on  the  right  horse.  I  am 
old  enough  to  remember  the  fervour  with 

ex- 


stotesman  who  will  carry  great  weight  ota  «""ugu  i^  i«u.mu.n,i  »^c  it:ivuui  v 
withGentlemenopposite  immediately  after  ^^'^^,  ^^«  P!?P^^  ^"^"f*  upon  that 
the  Crimean  War^eclared  that  the  first  |  penditure  on  the  wrong  horse  m  the  case 

duty    was   that    expenditure    should  be       •see    Thf    Parliamentary   Debate*  [Third 
diminished.     In  1856    Mr.  Disraeli  took    Series],  Vol.  cxlil,  page  362. 
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of  the  Crimean  War.  What  do  they  |  century  to  which  we  belong.  I  take  note, 
think  of  it  now  ?  Since  that  period,  and  however,  of  the  pledge  of  the  Chancellor 
in  consequence  of  that  war,  the  people  of  of  the  Exchequer,  and  it  is  to  be  sincerely 
this  country  have  been  more  or  less  sober,    hoped   that    he    may    long    occupy   the 


and  for  nearly  half  a  century  we  have 
had  peace.  God  grant  that  the  result  of 
this  present  conflict  may  be  similar  to 
that.  I  believe  even  after  all  the  passion 
and  excitement  which  attaches  to  a  war, 
that  when  the  war  is  over  there  will  be  a 
sobering  effect .  produced  on  the  national 
mind.     That   effect    has  been   operative 


position  he  now  fills.  I  hope  and  believe 
in  his  firmness  and  ability  :  I  have  con- 
fidence in  both,  and  that  he  will  redeem 
that  pledge.  The  debt  necessarily  belongs 
to  the  future,  and  it  is  that  futiu'e  which, 
if  we  have  any  qualities  of  statesmen  in 
the  House,  we  are  bound  to  look  at.  It  is 
not  the   fashion   of  to-day  ;   it   concerns 


after  the  two  great  wars  of  the  last  cen- '  not  the  fortunes  of  the  nation  to-day, 
tury.  Since  that  time  we  have,  I  believe,  I  but  the  fortunes  of  the  people  hereafter, 
liquidated  nearly  £200,000,000  of  debt ; !  Those  who  went  before  us  have  made  pi-o- 
but  at  present  what  is  your  prospect  of  j  vision  for  those  who  came  after  them,  and 
the  reduction  of  debt  or  of  the  reduction  we  are  bound  to  do  the  same.  Though  I 
of  taxation  1  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  !  call  attention  to  these  matters  I  do  not 
has  held  out  an  expectation — I  daresay  he  belong,  myself,  to  the  noble  army  of  panic- 
believes  it — that  the  £12,500,000  of  taxa- 1  mongers.  I  was  extremely  happy  to  hear  in 
tion  which  he  is  about  to  put  on  the  the  House,  which  has  charge  of  the  finances 
people  this  session  will  cease  with  the  of  the  country,  that  these  panic-siricken 
conclusion  of  peace.  I  wish  I  could  feel  \  doctrines  were  repudiated  by  the  leaders 
confident  of  that.  Looking  at  the  on  both  sides.  It  was  a  matter  of  great 
rate  at  which  our  Estimates  increase  importance,  because  there  is  no  condition 
every  year  I  doubt  very  much  whether  |  in  which  people  lose  their  heads  so  much 
this  will  not  be  permanent  taxation.  ,  as  when  they  are  in  a  state  of  panic. 
More  than  that.  I  see  nothing,  at  all ,  They  do  strange  things  under  those 
events,  in  the  temper  of  these  times  that '  circumstances,  but  I  hope  that  here,  at 
points  to  diminished  expenditure.  On  i  least,  we  shall  keep  our  heads,  and  that 
the  contrary,  the  result  of  all  wars,  wars  we  shall  do  what  we  can  to  resist  a 
here  and  on  the  Continent,  has  been  a  [  policy  which  leads  to  vast  expenditure, 
large  increase  of  military  establishments  which  is  that  spirit  which  the  Prime 
throughout  the  world,  and  certainly  all  Minister  describea  as  proposing  "  to  fight 
the  demands  of  the  present  day  are  in  everybody  in  order  to  take  every- 
that  direction.  No,  Sir,  economy  such  thing."  We  have  had  a  little  taste 
as  was  spoken  of  by  Mr.  Disraeli  does  not  of  what  a  little  war  in  a  little  part 
belong  to  the  temper  of  the  times — I  do  I  of  your  Empire  will  cost  you.  It  CH>sts 
not  mean  the  newspaper — but  of  the  '  you  £60,000,000,  and  perhaps  a  great 
times  in  which  we  live.  Everything  '  deal  more.  It  will  cost  you  as  much  as 
seems  to  be  in  this  direction — ^greater  '  it  did  to  fight  Russia  fifty  years  ago ;  and 
expenditure  but  less  taxation.  What  is  these  are  things  which  ultimately — I  do 
the  result  of  these  two  desires  on  the  ,  not  say  to-day — will  give  the  English 
part  of  the  people  ?  Every  demand  in  ,  people  pause,  and  lead  tnem  to  think  that 
favom*  of  expenditure  is  received  with  !  perhaps,  after  all,  they  have  as  much  to 
alacrity,  but  when  it  is  a  question  of  I  take  care  of  as  they  can  afford  to  discharge, 
raising  the  taxation  upon  the  wealth  of  This  will  be  a  very  valuable  after-thought 
the  people  to  meet  that  expenditure,  then  if  it  should  arise  out  of  this  war.  When 
there  is  no  man  in  greater  difficulties  people  get  alarmed  they  even  begin  to  hint 
than  a  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.  That  at  conscription.  When  we  have  got  aggra- 
is  the  prospect  which  you  have  before  you,  vatcd  debt,  and  we  add  to  it  conscription, 
and  when  in  this  liesolution  you  speak  of  '  then  indeed  the  twentieth  century  will 
redeeming  the  Debt,  I  hope,  at  all  events,    not  be  an  improvement  upon  the  century 


in  the  House  of  Commons  and  bv  those 


which  preceded  it.     If  you  want  to  strike 


people  who   can  influence  the  judgment    a  blow  at  the  industry  of  this  country,  if 
of    the  country   the    seriousness  of  the  I  you  desire  to  destroy  your  finance,  then 


financial  situation  will  be  fully  recognised. 
Everywhere  I  see  a  disposition  to  spend 
more  and  to  pay  less.  That  may  be  called 
the  fashionable  doctrine  at  the  end  of  the 

Sir  Jniliam  Harconrf. 


"  conscribe"  your  people.  Of  all  financial 
operations  I  should  say  that  was  the  most 
disastrous.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
has  held  out  to  us  a  prospect  with  refer- 
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ence  to  the  redemption  of  this  debt.  I 
am  not  sure  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
was  able  to  give  us  much  enlightenment 
on  that  subject  last  night,  but  his  dis- 
position is  admirable.  He  thinks  that 
the  greater  part  of  this  debt  is  to 
come  from  the  sources  which  are  a 
main  factor  in  the  production  of  this 
war.  I  admit  at  this  moment  it  is 
premature  to  determine  how  that  is  to 
be  done  until  you  eet  control  of  the 
Transvaal.  I  was  highly  satisfied  \Wth 
that  pledge,  and  I  say  a^ain,  "  Long  life 
to  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer !  "  that 
he  may  redeem  the  pledge.  There  are 
difficulties  about  it,  and  I  am  not  sure 
that  anyone  will  Qnvy  hira  the  task  that 
will  fall  upon  him.  But  there  is  an  old 
proverb  which  says  that  it  is  a  difficult 
thing  to  get  a  bone  out  of  the  mouth  of 
a  dog ;  and  whether  he  will  succeed  in 
extracting  this  money  out  of  the  gold 
diggings  in  the  Transvaal,  I  cannot  say. 
But  I  was  extremely  glad  to  observe  for 
his  encouragement  that  his  remark  on  that 
subject  seemed  to  receive  approbation 
from  both  sides  of  the  House,  and,  there- 
fore, I  hope  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  who  in  his  own  mind  is 
well  disposed  on  the  subject,  will  feel  that 
he  has  general  support  in  making  those 
pay  who  ought  to  pay.  On  that  subject  I 
would  venture  to  express  an  opinion 
which  I  hope  may  commend  itself  to  the 
House  and  to  the  country.  This 
£30,000,000  which  it  is  contemplated  to 
raise  by  a  loan  is  not  too  great  a  con- 
tribution within  the  ten  years  to  which  it 
is  limited  to  expect  from  the  Transvaal. 
That  would  be  about  half  the  expense  of 
the  war.  We  are  about  to  bear  a  taxa- 
tion of  £1 2,000,000  this  year,  and,  as  I 
have  said,  I  believe  it  will  be  a  very  long 
time  before  we  get  rid  of  that  taxation. 
But  with  regard  to  this  loan  which  is 
limited  to  ten  years,  I  can  see  nothing 
imjust  or  unfair  in  expecting  that  it 
should  be  raised  upon  the  wewth  of  the 
people  in  the  Transvaal.  We  have  had 
them  promising  their  shareholders 
£4,000,000  a  year  out  of  the  savings  to  be 
effected  as  the  result  of  the  war.  Why 
are  the  English  taxpayers  to  pay 
jB60,000,000  in  order  to  raise  the  price  of 
these  shares  on  the  Stock  Exchange  ? 
They  have  not  concealed  their  object  at 
alL  They  have  discounted  all  this  money, 
and  have  announced  that  the  result  of 
this  war  will  be  the  enhancement  of  the 
value  of  their  shares,  and  they  have  esti- 


mated  that  enhancement  of  value  at  mil- 
lions of  pounds  sterling.      The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  is  not  in  a  position  to  deal 
with  the  question  lo-night,  but  we  ought 
to   make  that  a  condition   of   the   loan, 
which  is  to  be  redeemed  within  ten  years. 
I  have  not  entered  upon  this  discussion  at 
all  in  an  alarmist  spirit.     I  believe  in  the 
enormous  and  inexhaustible  wealth  of  this 
country,  because  I  have  had  experience  of 
it.     The  deeper  you  drive  into  this  reef 
the    more    gold    you   find.      My    hon. 
friend  the    Member    for    King^s    Lynn 
predicted   in   1899   that  we   should   not 
get  anything  from  the  death  duties.    But 
the    Chancellor  of    the    Exchequer  ob- 
served  that  I   should   be   astonished  at 
their  yield ;  and  so  I  was.     The  resources 
of  this  country,  if  they  are  only  handled 
prudently,     are     really     inexhaustible. 
But,  I  say,  let  them  be  handled  for  the 
benefit    of    the    people.      Do     not    let 
them   be   frittered   away.      How    many 
plans  of  reform  have  been  swept  away  by 
the  war  ]     How  many  of  these  plans  are 
to  be  paralysed  and  destroyed  for  years 
to  come  by  the  debt  you  are  incurring  to- 
day and  the  taxes  you  are  imposing  ?    I 
say  you  are  diminishing  in  that  way  re- 
sources that  ought  to  be  administered  for 
the  advantage  of  the  people  at  large.     I 
hope  I  shall  be  excused  for  having  so  im- 
perfectly called  the  attention  of  the  House 
and  the  country  to  the  perils  that  may  be 
before  them  in  the  future  in  the  adoption 
of  unsound  principles  of  finance. 

♦Sir  M.  hicks  BEACH  :  I  thank  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  for  the  references- 
to  myself  which  he  has  been  good  enough 
to  make,  and  I  do  not  rise,  I  assure  him, 
to  comment  in  any  hostile  manner  on  the 
observations  he  has  made.  But  I  really 
fail  to  see  the  precise  motive  of  hi& 
speech. 

*SiR  WILLIAxM  HAECOURT :  It  was 
not  addressed  to  you. 

♦Sir  M.  hicks  BEACH :  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  looks  upon  me  as  a 
worthy  and  well-me'»ning  person  who 
belongs  to  a  party  which  has  thwarted 
all  his  efforts. 

♦Sir  WILLIAM  HARCOURT :  I  was 
not  talking  of  parties. 

♦Sir  M.  hicks  BEACH :  That,  at  any 
rate,  is  what  I  gathered  from  the  re- 
marks of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman.     He 
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ended  his  speech  with  a  very  eloquent 
sentence,  in  which  he  prophesied  all 
sorts  of  evils :  that  magnificent  plans  of 
reform  would  be  paralysed ;  that  the 
country  would  be  ruined  by  increase  of 
taxation,  and  all  the  rest  of  it.  But 
M'hy  ?  Because  of  the  increased  expen- 
diture which  he  foresees  as  a  result  of 
the  debt  we  are  about  to  incur. 

*SiR  WILLIAM  HARCOURT  :  I 
meant  a  good  deal  more  than  the  debt  of 
to-day.  I  meant  the  spread  of  expendi- 
ture in  the  future  in  naval  and  military 
establishments,  and  in  other  things. 

*SiR  M.  HICKS  BEACH :  I  am  sure 
anyone  in  my  position  would  thank  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  for  all  the  support 
that  he  could  give  him. to  resist  any  un- 
necessary expenditure.  He  is  quite  right  in 
saying  that  these  demands  for  increased  ex- 
penditure come  not  from  one  side  of  the 
House  alone,  but  generally  from  the 
nation  at  large ;  and  though  in  many 
cases  the  increased  expenditure  we  have 
seen  in  recent  years  has  been  absolutely 
necessary — as,  for  instance,  that  for  the 
naval  defence  of  the  country  and  also  in 
other  ways  which  I  need  not  particularise 
— I  shoidd  welcome  any  aid  in  checking 
the  tendency  to  expenditure  which  makes 
the  position  of  any  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer one  of  extreme  difficulty.  But  I 
wish  to  address  myself  to  the  particular 
situation  in  which  we  now  find  ourselves, 
and  the  particular  matter  actually  before 
the  Committee.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man seemed  to  assume  that  I  was 
struggling  ^t  the  present  moment  against 
this  great  difficulty — that  though  I  had, 
in  a  manner  for  which  he  was  good 
enough  to  commend  me,  proposed  that  a 
very  considerable  portion  of  this  war 
expenditure  should  be  met  by  in- 
creased taxation,  yet  that  I  was  met  by 
a  sort  of  feeling — I  think  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  intimated  it  existed  mainly  on 
this  side  of  the  House — that  there  ought 
to  be  no  such  contribution  from  increased 
taxation,  and  that  instead  of  "  pay,  pay, 
pay,"  it  should  be  "bon*ow,  borrow, 
l>orrow."  I  do  not  think  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  was  fair  to 
those  who  sit  on  this  side  of  the  House. 
Anyone  who  listened  to  the  debate  last 
night,  anyone  who  has  observed  the 
general  comments  to-day  upon  the  pro- 
posals which  I  have  ventured  to  place 
before  the  Committee — disagreeable  as 
those  proposals  must  necessarily  be — will 

Sir  M,  Hirh  Beach, 


have  seen  that  even  with  regard  to  the 
income  tax,  which,  perhaps,  is  not  likely 
to  be  a  popular  tax  on  this  side  of  the 
House,  there  was  a  general  feeling  that 
we  were  bound  to  make  provision  by  in- 
creased taxation  for  the  necessities  of  the 
moment ;  and,  therefore,  it  is  not  fair  for 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to  charge  those 
who  sit  on  this  side  of  the  House  with  a 
reluctance  to  make  that  provision. 

*SiR  WILLIAM  HARCOURT:  I  did 
not  make  the  charge  in  regard  to  the 
other  side  of  the  House  specially.  I  do 
not  know  whether  the  rignt  hon.  Gentle- 
man has  had  time  to  read  the  London 
press. 

*SiR  M.  HICKS  BEACH:  Then  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  went  on  to  comment 
upon  the  object  of  the  resolution  before 
the  Committee,  and  he  said,  **  You  are 
adding  to  the  debt  of  the  country  a  larger 
sum  than  has  been  added  for  a  period  of  a 
hundred  years,"  or  words  to  that  eflfect. 

*SiR  WILLIAM  HAilCOURT :  I  said 
for  half  a  century  since  the  Crimean 
War. 

♦Sir  M.  hicks  BEACH :  It  is  unques- 
tionably a  large  sum.  But  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  appears  to  suggest  that  we 
should  find  it  practically  impossible  to 
pay  off  that  sum  within  the  ten  years 
named  in  the  resolution  on  account  of  the 
increased  expenditure  which  he  foresees 
after  the  war.  I  ventured  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  Committee  last  night  to 
this  special  fact — that  the  Estimates  of 
expenditure  and  revenue  for  the  year 
show  that  but  for  the  war  expenditure 
properly  so-called  the  ordinary  revenue 
of  the  year,  without  any  increase 
of  taxation,  would  yield  a  handsome  sur- 
plus, notwithstanding  that  the  ordinary 
Estimates  of  the  year  included  £3,000,000 
extra  for  the  Army  beyond  the  figure  at 
which  the  Army  Estimates  stood  in  the 
year  preceding,  and  also  nearly  a  million 
extra  for  the  Navy.  No  one  can  be  better 
aware  than  I  am  that  this  expenditure  is 
rising,  and  that  it  probably  will  rise,  for 
I  am  sure  the  country  at  large  is 
determined  that  our  defences,  at  what- 
ever cost,  shall  be  in  an  adequate  and 
a  proper  condition.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  referred  to  previous  years, 
when — for  instance,  after  the  Crimean 
War — large  reductions  were  made  in 
expenditure,  and  economy  was  the  order 
of  the  day.     Well,  there  are  two  kinds  of 


237 


jrays  and 


{6  March  1900} 


Mmiis, 


238 


economy.  You  may  go  too  far  in 
attempting  to  reduce  your  expenditure 
in  these  matters.  Our  ancestors  went  too 
far  in  that  direction.  I  remember  the 
result  very  well  in  1885,  when  war  was 
impending  and  when  we  had  to  throw 
away  lavishly  ten  or  eleven  millions 
simply  because  the  Navy  was  not  in  the 
condition  in  which  everyone  would 
wish  the  Navy  of  this  country  to 
be ;  and  although  when  war  is 
over  war  expenditure  ought,  of 
course,  to  cease,  and  would  necessarily 
cease,  yet  I  quite  admit,  and, 
indeed,  we  all  feel,  that  the  result  of  this 
war  may  be  to  show  deficiencies  in  our 
military  defences  which  will  have  to  be 
remedied,  even  at  the  cost  of  increased 
Estimates  in  the  future.  But  have  we  no 
hope  of  meeting  this  ?  Why,  look  at  the 
increase  of  revenue  during  the  last  few 
years.  There  has  been  practically  no  in- 
creased taxation  until  the  present  year 
since  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  added  to 
the  death  duties  in  1894.  And  yet  the 
revenue  has  gone  up  by  leaps  and  bounds 
beyond  the  expectation  that  anyone  could 
entertain.  Our  expenditure  has  enor- 
mously increased,  but  so  has  our  revenue. 
And  why  ?  I  would  venture  to  give  the 
Committee  two  reasons.  In  the  first 
place,  I  agree  with  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man, it  is  because  our  revenue  is  derived 
under  a  sound  fiscal  system.  If  we  were 
to  adopt  the  plausible  nostrums  in  regard 
to  these  matters  which  are  constantly  re- 
tailed all  over  the  country  by  people  who 
have  sometimes,  in  my  opinion,  not  quite 
adequately  studied  them,  we  should  risk 
losing  that  enormously  abounding  and  in- 
creasmg  revenue  which  we  now  enjoy. 
But  there  is  another  reason.  However 
soimd  your  fiscal  system  may  be,  a  flourish- 
ing revenue  is  not  likely  to  result  unless 
you  have  rest  from  political  agitation  and 
contentment  at  home.  You  do  not  want  a 
Government  which  is  perpetually  thinking 
of  great  constitutional  changes,  and  that  is 
another  reason,  and  a  not  unimportant 
reason,  for  the  improvement  in  the  pro- 
sperity and  trade  of  this  country  during 
the  past  five  years. 

Sir  WILLIAM  HARCOURT :    Is  it 
that  which  has  given  us  this  war  ] 

♦Sir  M.  hicks  BEACH :  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  thinks  we  shall  not  be 
able  to  pay  oflf  this  debt ;  but  in  the  very 
next  breath  he  told  us  how,  in  his 
opinion,  this  debt  ought  to  be  paid  off*. 
He  said,    "  You  may   fairly   charge    30 


millions  on  the  Transvaal."  I  was  de- 
lighted to  hear  it.  I  should  like  very 
much  to  charge  30  millions  on  the  Trans- 
vaal, but  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  knows 
perfectly  well  that  neither  I  nor  any 
other  member  of  the  Government  can,  in 
the  present  circumstances,  say  more  than 
this — that  we  are  as  fully  awake  to  the 
situation  as  any  of  our  opponents  or  our 
friends.  I  do  not  know  that  I  ought  to 
have  said  anything  in  reply  to  the  speech 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman.  But  what 
he  has  shown  to  my  mind  is  this — stick 
to  our  present  fiscal  system  and  we  may 
rely  upon  our  revenue  to  meet  necessary 
expenditure.  With  regard  to  the  Debt 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  did  not  allude 
to  the  resources  to  which  I  refeired  last 
night,  and  to  the  fact  that  there  were 
great  terminable  annuities  coming  to  an 
end  in  1902  and  1904 — that  is,  six  years 
before  the  ten  years  would  expire — 
which  would  provide,  together  with  the 
reduction  of  the  interest  on  Consols,  no 
less  than  five  millions  a  year  towards  the 
redemption  of  any  debt  which  we  might 
incur. 

Sir  WILLIAM  HARCOURT  :  What 
does  the  right,  hon.  Gentleman  contem- 
plate doing  as  regards  the  redemption  of 
the  debt  after  peace  is  concluded  1 

*SiR  M.  HICKS  BEACH  :  I  am  not 
going  to  bind  myself  now  as  to  what  I 
will  do  on  the  termination  of  the  war.  I 
look  first  to  the  Transvaal.  Then  I  look 
to  the  sources  I  have  named,  and,  in  one 
way  or  another,  it  will  undoubtedly  be 
my  duty  to  provide  for  the  redemption  of 
this  debt.  I  do  not  wish  to  detain  the 
Committee  further,  but  I  would  like  to 
thank  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  opposite 
for  the  suggestion  he  made  with  regard 
to  a  matter  which  has  given  me  a  good 
deal  of  trouble  in  the  last  few  days — 
namely,  the  rush  to  clear  goods  from 
bond  at  existing  rates  of  duty.  I  do  not 
wish  to  say  anything  more  on  the  subject 
than  I  said  last  night,  but  I  do  think  that 
it  is  not  to  the  interest  of  the  public  at 
large  or  of  the  revenue,  or  of  anybody 
except  the  persons  who  wish  to  put 
money  into  their  pockets  which  does  not 
quite  legitimately  belong  there,  that  this 
kind  of  practice  should  be  allowed,  and 
although  it  would  be  an  entirely  new  pro- 
posal that  the  resolutions  imposing  taxa- 
tion should  be,  so  to  speak,  antedated 
two  or  three  days  before  the  date  on 
which  this  House  passes  them,  still,  I 
certainly  do  propose  to  consider  whether, 
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in  some  form  or  other,  what  has  happened 
within  the  last  two  or  three  days  may 
not  be  prevented  on  a  future  occasion. 

Mr.  JAMES  LOWTHER  (Kent,  Isle 
of  Thanet) :  My  right  hon.  friend  was 
not  unnaturally  tempted  by  the  some- 
what comprehensive  survey  of  financial 
arrangements  by  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man opposite  to  enter  somewhat  widely 
into  his  own  opinion  on  financial  matters. 
I  think  it  is  perfectly  obvious  that  a 
considerable  portion  of  the  expenditure 
of  this  year  and  next  year  should  be 
met  by  way  of  loan,  but  I  certainly 
am  not  one  of  those  who  enter- 
tain the  idea  that  the  whole  of  that 
expenditure  should  be  met  in  that  way. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  is  quite  right 
in  saying  that  the  party  on  this  side  of 
the  House  is  not  inclined  to  advocate  a 
policy  of  borrow,  borrow,  borrow.  Any 
system  of  that  kind  is  certainly  not 
intended  for  times  of  peace,  and  I  think 
it  is  quite  right  that  those  who  are 
responsible  for  the  conduct  of  affairs 
should,  during  their  own  time,  make  a 
substantial  contribution  towards  the  ex- 
penditure which  they  sanctioned.  But  as 
regards  the  particular  doctrines  which  my 
right  hon.  friend  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  has  just  laid  down,  I  undertake 
to  say  that  they  are  by  no  means  in 
harmony  with  the  great  mass  of  opinion 
in  this  country  if  he  holds  out  no  hope  what- 
ever of  a  more  comprehensive  view  being 
taken  of  our  financial  position  than  that 
which  he  himself  has  adopted.  Of  course 
he  was  applauded  by  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  West  Mon- 
mouthshire when  he  talked  about  adhering 
to  our  existing  fiscal  system,  but  I 
undertake  to  say  that,  far  outside  heretic 
circles  like  myself,  the  views  of  my  right 
hon.  friend  are  seriously  controverted.  I 
feel  sure  that  many  who  do  not  go  any- 
thing like  the  length  I  do  as  regards  sound 
finance  are  not  prepared  to  accept  my 
right  hon.  friend's  doctrine  that  our  fiscal 
system  is  equal  to  the  strain  which  at  the 

E resent  time  it  is  called  upon  to  meet. 
lOoking  even  to  the  immediate  future,  is 
my  riffht  hon.  friend  prepared  to  say 
that  the  existing  system  of  which  he 
constitutes  himself  the  main  champion  is 
capable  of  meeting  any  such  strain  ? 
My  right  hon.  friend  knows  per- 
fectly well  that  it  is  not.  I 
know  it  is  the  fashion  to  lay  the  blame 
for  our  financial  stress  entirely   on   the 
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Army  and  Navy.     I  venture  to  say  that 
the   Civil  Service   Estimates  are  mainly 
responsible  for   the  greater  part  of  our 
financial  stress.     It  may  be  said  that  old- 
fashioned  sound  finance  was  not  intended 
to  stand  the  strain  of  war,  but  how  are 
times  of  peace  spent  nowadays  1    They 
are   spent  in  adding  item  after  item   to 
the   Civil  Servie   Estimates.      I   do  not 
think  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  opposite 
is  altogether  blameless   in   that  respect. 
He  did  not  offer  that  strenuous  resistance 
to    the   importunities   of   the  Education 
Department  during  his   tenure  of   office 
which  we  might  have    looked   for    from 
!  such  a  strict  advocate  of  sound  finance. 
I  The  fact  is  that  profligate  expenditure  all 
round  is  really  popular  in  this  country. 
In  the   old   days,  when   the  person  who 
called  the  tune  had  also  the  privilege  of 
paying  the  piper,   things  were  somewhat 
different,  but  now  the  great  mass  of  the 
taxpayers  have  only  an  infinitesimal  in- 
terest in  keeping  down  expenditure,  and 
the  result  is   that   we    find   additions  in 
times  of  profound  peace  to  our  expendi- 
ture.    Then  comes  the  stress  of  war,  and 
what  happens  ?     The   Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  calmly  says  that  our  existing 
financial  system  is  equal  to  the  strain.    I 
undertake  to  say  that  my  right  hon.  friend 
differs  from  the  great  mass  of  people  who 
have  studied  this  question  in  any  shape  or 
form.     He  knows  perfectly  well  that  the 
bases  on  which  our  financial  system  rest 
are  dangerously  small  and  require  to  be 
deepened  and  ^videned.     He  knows  that 
adding  to  the  income  tax   and  increasing 
other  imposts  is  merely  peddling  finance. 
My  right  hon.  friend  on  the  present  occa- 
sion had  a  great  opportunity.      What  luis 
he  done  ?     He  has  taken  refuge  in  all  the 
platitudes  that  he  finds  in  the  leaflets  of 
the  Cobden   Club,   and   he  has  failed  to 
grapple  with  a  serious  emergency  with 
any  approximation  to  what  I  venture  to 
describe  as  statesmanship.      I  can  quite 
imagine,  when  all  parts  of  the  country  are 
united  in  a  desire  to  bring  the  war  to  a 
successful  determination,  that  it  was  un- 
desirable  to    raise    controversial    issues. 
But   my  right   hon.  friend  did  not  say 
that ;    he   said   that   our   existing    fiscal 
system  was  one  that  we  ought  to  adhere 
to  for  all  time.     I  say  that  my  right  hon. 
friend  has  sorely  disappointed  the  great 
mass  of  those  who  looked  to  him  to  steer 
us  through  this  financial  crisis.     With  all 
the  respect  which  I  entertain  for  my  right 
hon.   friend,   I    must    realise    that    true 
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financial  process  cannot  possibly  be 
made  under  his  auspices.  The  fact  is 
that  until  we  all  realise,  as  I  think  the 
bulk  of  the  people  are  coming  to  realise, 
that  the  remedy  is  to  be  found  in  some 
wide  departure  from  our  existing  system 
of  finance,  we  will  have  a  succession  of 
these  peddling  Budgets  which  certainly 
reflect  no  credit  on  their  authors.  As 
regards  this  particular  motion.  I  fail  to 
understand  in  what  form  this  loan  is  to 
be  issued,  although  we  are  told  the  forms 
in  which  it  may  be  issued.  Something 
was  said  last  night  as  to  the  desirability 
of  supplying  investors  with  some  available 
security  for  their  savings.  I  would  ask 
my  right  hon.  friend  whether  he 
can  supply  investors  with  some  security 
not  subject  to  the  violent  oscil- 
lations in  the  market  from  which 
all  Government  securities  suffer  at  the 
present  time.  The  most  gambling  stock 
quoted  on  the  Stock  Exchange  dunng  the 
last  few  years  has  been,  not  South  African 
mines,  but  Consols.  The  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  told  us  that  he  had  bought 
in  the  name  of  the  nation  Consols  at 
1 14,  and  they  have  l)een  since  quoted  at 
98  J.  K  the  stock  were  issued  redeem- 
able at  par  at  option  that  would,  I  think, 
keep  the  security  within  reasonable  limits, 
and  it  would  not  have  a  tendency  to  go 
much  beyond  or  below  par.  That  is  a 
suggestion  which  persons  experienced  in 
financial  matters  regard  as  worthy  of 
consideration.  If  the  investor  could  have 
recourse  to  a  security  of  this  kind  for 
money  which  he  wishes  to  keep  within 
call,  and  not  find  himself  faced  with  a 
loss  of  14  per  cent,  or  a  gambling  gain,  it 
would  suit  the  more  pnident  class  of  in- 
vestors. I  think  it  would  be  perfectly 
possible  to  issue  a  stock  of  this  sort.  My 
right  hon.  friend  yesterday  referred  to 
financial  cowardice ;  I  am  l>ound  to  say 
that  this  Budget  does  exhibit  a  narrow- 
ness of  resource  and  an  incapacity  to 
realise  the  realities  of  the  situation  which 
are  really  lamentable. 

♦Sir  SAMUEL  MONTAGU  (Tower 
Hamlets,  Whitechapel) :  I  need  only  say 
a  few  words  with  regard  to  this  Budget, 
because  I  find  myself  to  a  great  extent  in 
agreement  with  it.  I  must,  however, 
express  my  disappointment  that  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  did  not  take 
this  opportunity  of  imposing  at  least  one 
new  tax,  and  that  is  a  tax  on  ground  values 
in  large  towns.  As  he  stated,  all  classes 
are  expected  to  contribute  to  the  expenses 
of  the  war,  but  here  is  a  class  which  ex- 


pected to  be  taxed  a  good  many  years 
before  the  war  broke  out,  and  although  I 
am  a  holder  myself  I  would  be  very 
pleased  if  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  hwi 
gratified  the  expectations  of  the  owners  of 
ground  values.  I  think  I  ought  to  take 
this  opportunity  of  thanking  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  for  having  put 
forward  his  financial  statement  at  such  an 
early  period  in  the  session,  and  I  am  very 
pleased  that  he  has  made  ample  provision 
for  our  known  liabilities.  Last  year  I 
joined  with  others  in  condemning  on 
principle  reducing  the  Sinking  Fund  in 
times  of  peace,  but  now  that  we  have  wai* 
I  see  no  object  in  paying  off  debt  in  one 
direction  while  we  are  incurring  debt  in 
another.  I  cannot  agree  with  my  right 
hon.  friend  the  Member  for  West  Mon- 
mouthshire in  putting  down  the  perma- 
nent addition  to  the  Debt  at  je48,000,000. 
It  can  only  be  X43,000,000,  as  divert- 
ing  the  je5,000,000  of  Sinking  Fund 
cannot  be  regarded  as  a  permanent 
addition  to  the  national  debt.  I 
am  also  glad  that  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  did  not  limit 
the  issue  of  *  Treasiu'y  Bills  and  that 
he  has  left  himself  perfectly  free  with 
regard  to  the  form  of  the  loan.  There  are 
in  existence  at  the  present  time  Treasury 
Bills  to  the  value  of  12  J  millions,  and  if 
an  additional  5  millions  were  issued  the 
total  would  almost  equal  our  floating  debt 
in  1888-9.  But  the  country  has  increased 
in  prosperity  since  that  time,  and  I  think 
that  the  market  would  now  stand  10  or 
15  millions  more  of  Treasury  Bills.  With 
regard  to  the  form  of  the  loan,  in  ordi- 
nary times  I  should  doubt  the  possibility 
of  placing  TiO  millions  in  the  form  pro- 
posed on  reasonable  terms.  There  is  a 
similar  kind  of  security  at  present  on 
the  market.  The  Indian  railways  issue 
bonds  which  now  amount  to  about  16i 
millions,  the  market  is  very  full  of  them, 
and  no  further  large  amount  would  be 
readily  absorbed.  Bankers,  of  course, 
like  to  keep  theip  reserves  in  securities 
that  can  be  readily  realised  in  times  of 
panic  or  great  pressure.  I  have,  however, 
obtained  information  from  competent 
judges  in  the  matter,  and  I  am  assured 
that  at  the  present  time  the  feeling  is  so 
strong  in  favour  of  subscribing  to  the 
loan  that  almost  any  form  of  security 
offered  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer would  be  a  success.  I  think  it 
is  very  wise  not  to  depend  on  the 
bankers  to  take  up  this  loan,  but  to 
make  it  k  popular  loan,  and  I  would  ask 
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the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to  give  facilities 
throughout  the  United  Kingdom,  not 
only  at  banks,  but  also  at  post-offices,  to 
enable  small  investors  to  take  up  £50  or 
£100.  I  do  not  think  bonds  of  less  than 
£50  should  be  issued,  because  thev  would 
interfere  with  the  savings  bank,  but  if 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  issues  bonds 
with  coupons  attached  and  offers  facilities 
for  getting  them  inscribed,  I  feel  certain 
that  a  large  amount  will  be  taken  up.  I 
think  also  that  the  term  of  years  might 
be  left  optional,  if  possible.  Three  years 
bonds  would  be  very  much  in  request  in 
the  City,  and  it  cannot  matter  what  the 
number  of  years  is  if  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  gets  out  the  loan  at  about 
3  per  cent,  and  receives  par  value.  I 
should  like  to  know  plainly  what  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  intends  to  do  with 
regard  to  the  contract  stamp,  as  there 
appears  to  be  a  great  deal  of  doubt  in  the 
matter. 

♦The  chairman  :  It  would  be  better 
to  reserve  discussion  on  that  point  until 
the  resolution  authorising  it  is  reached. 

Mr.  FAITHFULL  BEGG  ^Glasgow, 
St.  Rollox) :  I  only  desire  to  aetain  the 
Committee  a  few  minutes  on  a  special  point 
regarding  the  form  this  loan  ought  to  take. 
It  is  quite  impossible  for  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  to  provide  a  security 
which  will  not  fluctuate,  but  it  is  not  a 
correct  description  of  Consols  to  say,  as 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  Thanet  said,  that  they  were  the  most 
gambling  security  on  the  market.  With, 
regard  to  the  loan,  my  right  hon.  friend 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  indicated 
last  night  that  he  wished  to  make  it  a 
popular  loan,  and  that  sentiment  has  been 
re-echoed  by  other  hon.  Members.  I 
entirely  agree  with  it,  but  it  might  be 
dangerous  to  make  the  loan  too  popular. 
If,  for  example,  it  appealed  to  savings 
Bank  depositors  to  any  large  extent,  the 
result  would  be  that  the  Government 
would  not  get  a  single  penny  out  of  such 
subscriptions,  as  they  would  merely  be 
cross  entries.  I  therefore  agree  with  what 
has  fallen  from  the  hon.  Member  for 
Whitechapel  that  the  denomination  of  the 
bonds  should  not  be  too  small.  I  think 
it  should  not  be  as  low  as  £50,  and  that 
£100  would  be  quite  low  enough.  That 
would  be  a  security  which  would  appeal 
to  the  public  without  going  so  far  down 
as  Savings  Bank  depositors.  I  under- 
stood the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  to 
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sav  that  the  duration  of  the  loan  would 
be  ten  years.     I  would  suggest  to  him  an 
improvement   on  that  which  would    not 
infringe  his  principle.     There  was  a  well- 
known  security  in  this  country  several 
years  ago  which  was  issued  by  the  United 
States  and  was  known  on  the  market  as 
the    "five-twenties"    and    "ten-forties." 
The   "five-twenties"  bond  was    a   bond 
redeemable     at      the     option     of      the 
Government  at   the   end  of   five    years, 
but  not  necessarily  redeemable  for  twenty 
years.      That  is  an  option  which  might 
be  exceedingly  valuable  to  the  Grovem- 
ment.     I  observe  that  there  is  a  great 
deal  of  discussion  as  to  the  possibility  of 
fixing  a  loan  on  the  two  South  African 
Republics,  especially  the  Transvaal.      I 
think   it  is  rather  premature  to  discuss 
that  question  now ;  it  is  very  much  like 
selling  the  bear's  skin  before  the  bear  is 
caught.     However  that  may  be,   if   the 
war  is  brought  to  a  successful  conclusion, 
and  we   are   in   a  position  to  impose   a 
burden  on  the  Transvaal,  that  burden  can 
be   borne   by   that  country  to  a  larger 
extent  than  was  indicated  by  the  right 
hon.   Gentleman   the    Member  for  West 
Monmouthshire,  when  he  said,  rightly  and 
properly,  that  the  capitalists  should  be 
made   to    contribute    towards    the   war. 
There  is  an  enormous  reserve  fund  in  the 
Transvaal    as    it    stands    today.       The 
country  has  l)een  administered  at  a  cost 
of  4J  millions  per  annum,  and,  leaving 
aside  charges   of   corruption   and   wilfiu 
extravagance,  we  now  know  that  in  recent 
years  an  enormous  sum  has  been  spent  on 
armaments.     It  would  be  possible  for  us 
to  put  an  end  absolutely  to  such  expendi- 
ture, and  we  should  have  3f  millions  for 
the  service  of  the  loan. 

Sir  WILLIAM  HARCOURT :  That 
would  be  only  with  reference  to  the  debt ; 
but  the  hon.  Member  omits  the  great 
probability  of  our  keeping  a  large  armed 
force  in  the  country. 

Mr.  FAITHFULL  BEGG :  Yes :  but 
the  point  is  that  you  may  take  only  such 
a  sum  as  a  million  and  apply  it  to  the 
service  of  the  loan. 

Sir  WILLIAM  HARCOURT :  ^^^lich 
is  to  be  redeemed  in  ten  years. 

Mr.  FAITHFULL  BEGG :  I  do  not 
agree  with  the  ri^ht  hon.  Gentlemau 
that  it  is  to  be  redeemed  in  ten  years. 

Sir  WILLIAM  HARCOURT:  It  say* 
so ;  the  resolution  says  so. 
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Mr.  FAITIIFULL  BEGG  :  But  it  not  know  myself  what  a  bond  is.  I  n&vev 
would  be  perfectly  open  to  the  British  j  saw  a  bond,  but  I  know  that  this  means  that 
(Tovernment  to  renew  the  loan  at  the  all  these  glorious  financial  arrangements 
end  of  ten  years,  if  that  were  desirable.  '  will  inure  for  the  benefit  of  the  stock- 
If  what  I  am  contemplating  now  is  an  !  broker.  I  think  that  is  possible  ;  that  is, 
indemnity  loan,  and  you  coiud  make  the  '  I  underetand,  the  tnie  result  of  the 
period  of  that  loan  any  period  you  wish,  '  doctrine  of  ransom,  which  has  had  a 
a  thirty,  million  loan  for  a  period  of  further  exemplification  from  the  Chan- 
ten  years  would  not  be  suitable  ^  cellor  of  the  Exchequer.  The  Chancellor 
to  the  general  market  ;  it  would  be  ,  of  the  Exchequer,  as  I  understand  it, 
)mwI  finance.  I  should  say  that  an  j  defended  his  finance  from  the  attacks  of 
indemnity  loan  ought  to  extend  over  a  the  strict  Tory  party,  repi*esented  by  the 
much  longer  period  than  ten  years.  I  I  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
think  that  our  own  loan  ought  to  l)e  '  Tnanet,  who  is  not  sufficiently  imbued 
issued  in  bonds  of  not  less  a  denomina-  '  with  the  modernity  of  the  Tory  party 
tion  than  £,\  00,  which  would  be  suffi- !  since  the  advent  of  the  Lil)eral  Unionists, 
ciently  low  to  appeal  to  the  small  in-  I  would  advise  him  to  learn  to  sup  with 
vestor.  Lastly,  I  believe  that  the  period  I  a  long  spoon.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
of  the  loan  should  be  slightly  modified,  !  has  defended  his  finance  on  this  basis, 
and  the  security  made  in  the  form  of  what  |  He  says,  "  I  will  raise  twelve  and  a  half 
i8calleda"five-twenty"bond,  audi  would  j  millions  in  taxation  of  the  country,  and 
urge  upon  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  I  the  remaining  thirty-five  millions  I  will 
that  the  loan  should  be  issued  as  soon  as  j  borrow.  But  the  borrowing  is  really 
possible  in  order  to  relieve  the  markets  '  only  to  be  on  the  security  of  the  Trans- 
irom  suspense.  '  vaal ;  for  this  country  will  never  have  to 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Louth,  N.) :  I  con- 1  V^Y  ^^^  ^^^  amount,  and  we  will  levy  the 
fess  that  when  Dives  Ulks  in  miUions  the  ^^^le  amount  on  what  is  called  the 
head  of  Lazanis  is  apt  to  get  a  little  dizzy.  '  Transvaal."  The  nght  hon.  Gentleman 
I  was  especially  glad  that  the  hon.  Gen-  further  said,  "  I  was  glad  to  hear  the 
tleman  who  has  just  sat  down  should  '  "g^^  ^^^'  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
have  put  in  a  word  for  the  oppressed  Monmouthshire  declare  that  he  wa^  glad 
stockbrokers.  I  think  it  is  the  business  |  ^^^^  Transvaal  would  meet  the  30  millions, 
of  this  House  to  look  after  the  stock-  ^  confess  my  knowledge  of  the  Transvaal 
broker.  When  I  heard  it  suggested  that  I  ^«  ^^^^^Y  confined  to  a  shilhng  visit  I  paid 
the  man  in  the  savings  bank  was  not '  ^^  ^^^  African  show.  [Laughter.]  Really, 
allowed  to  invest  more  than  X50,  and  |  **^®r®  w*»  *  g^^^  ^^^  ^^^*^  ^^  mstnic- 
when,  as  I  apprehend  it,  his  reward  has  ^'^^  in  that  show,  which  was  got  up  by 
never  been  more  than  2J  per  cent,  for  ^^'  Cecil  Rhodes  and  his  fnends,  before 
the  last  sixty  years,  I  understand  then  '  ^^^  war,  in  order  to  expose  to  the  people 
how  it  is  that  that  reward  is  to  be  a  4i  <>^  *^^s  country  the  enormous  nches  of  the 
per  cent.  loan.  [Hon.  Members  :  No  ! V  Transvaal.  Why,  I  had  almost  a  stroke 
I  thought  I  caught  some  such  ex-  ^^  paralysis  when  I  saw  there  enormous 
pression  from  hon.  Gentlemen.  Smely  blocks  of  gold  rising  up  into  the  skies, 
this  House  is  turned  into  some  sort  of  a"^  ^^^  British  wariike  spint  was  in- 
whispering  gallery  when  the  gieat  mag-  ^^med  by  reading  that  under  the  gold 
nates  of  finance  chuck  alx)ut  and  across  ,  ^eefs  of  Johannesburg  there  was  still 
the  table  expressions  which  humble  people  ,  waiting  to  be  raised  two  thousand  millions 
in  this  quarter  are  wholly  miable  to  I  o^  money.  I  understand  that  when  we 
follow.  I  understand  the  argument  is  ^^®  ^^«  Transvaal  we  will  take  all  that 
that  the  Savings  Bank  investor  has  no  ^  prop^^J.  [Hon.  Members:  "No  ;  and 
securitv  ;  and  that  there  is  no  money  to  i  laughter.]  Is  not  that  so  1  [Laughter 
meet  his  demand,  if  made.  I  have  been  a^^  Hon.  Members  :  "  No.  T  Surely  it 
told  by  a  high  financial  authority  that  if  |  ^^  so.     Surely  when  you  destroy  without 

he  gets  a  chance  to  subscril>e  for  the  ;  ^"7  ^^^^^^^»  ^"  ^^®  ^^^*^  %lj^">;,^^"" 
stock  of  this  loan,  the  result  will  be  an  stituted  Government  — -  [Hon.  Mem- 
inscription  of  figures  in  a  ledger,  and  that  \  B^^*^  •  "  No  " ;  and  laughter.]  The  hon. 
there ,  is  really  no  money  to  meet  his  .  (Gentleman  has  said  he  is  opposed  to 
demand.  But  we  are  told  that  there  is  to  .  great  constitutional  changes  ;  but  when 
be  nothing  less  than  £100  bonds  issued,  j  y^^  destrr\v  a  constitutional  Government, 
by  way  of  giving  the  working  man  a  j  one  with  which  you  have  solemn  treaties, 
chance  of  investment  in  this  loan.     I  do    what  hesitation  need  you  have  in  viola- 
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ting  the  spirit  of  the  Companies  Aetsi 
Take  all  these  leading  companies —the 
Consolidated  Gold  Fielck  and  the  Rand 
Mines.  Whv  should  we  not  swindle 
them  as  well  as  Kruger  1  I  understand 
we  put  up  a  statue  to  honour  Cromwell, 
who  went  over  to  Ireland  and  there  confis- 
cated, without  hesitation,  the  property  of 
every  man,  woman,  and  child,  and  gave 
it  to  his  soldiers.  ^^  hy  should  it  be  said 
that  our  booty  in  the  Transvaal  is  limited 
to  thirty  millions  1  Is  it  or  is  it  not  the  fact 
that  the  gold  companies  in  the  Transvaal 
own  a  property  worth  two  thousand  mil- 
lions 1  Why  should  we  not  steal  their 
property  as  well  as  steal  the  land  from 
the  Boers  1  I  want  to  know  on  what 
principle  can  we  say  that  the  Transvaal 
is  only  able  to  bear  thirty  millions. 
Why  this  extraordinary  hesitation 
of  the  Government  ?  Why  does 
it  strain  at  a  gnat  and  swallow  a 
camel  ]  You  destroy  a  Government  and 
violate  the  sentiment  of  liberty  of  the 
Boer  people,  and  yet  you  are  afraid  of 
Wernher  Beit  and  Company,  and  of  Cecil 
Khodes.  That  is  extraordinary  modera- 
tion. As  I  understand  it,  the  value  that 
we,  the  Irish  people,  are  getting  for  this 
war  is,  that  having  to  pay  down  our 
money,  we  get  the  gold  mines  in 
exchange.  It  is  not  for  the  sake 
of  giving  the  Uitlanders  the 
franchise  that  I  have  gone  to  war. 
I  have  fitted  myself  with  a  Mfiuser  rifle 
and  a  bandolier  for  the  purpose  of  getting 
the  gold  mines.  But  I  do  not  want,  on 
the  30th  September,  when  the  British 
flag  is  floating  over  Pretoria,  to  be  told 
that  private  property  must  be  left  intact. 
The  shareholders  of  these  gold  mines  are 
most  respectable  people,  it  may  be  said ; 
but  so  is  Kruger  a  most  respectable  person, 
andall  theBoersareBible-lovingandhonest 
Protestants.  Is  Cecil  Rhodes  a  greater 
Protestant  than  Kruger  1  I  do  sincerely 
trust  that  my  confidence  in  the  Govern- 
ment will  not  be  shaken,  and  that  we 
shall  have  in  good  time  a  proper  dividend 
upon  the  money  we  are  now  asked  to  in- 
vest. I  have  no  hesitation  in  backing  up 
the  suggestion  of  the  right  hon.  Grentle- 
man  the  Member  for  West  Monmouth, 
that  this  thirty  millions  loan  will  be 
repaid  by  the  Transvaal.  I  have  no 
objection,  but  I  want  it  to  be  repiid  eight 
or  nine  times  over ;  and  then  Ireland,  for 
the  first  time,  will  get  some  benefit  from 

the  great  partnership  of  which  we  are 

told  we  ought  to  be  proud.     I  do  hope 
Mr.  T.  M.  Uealy, 


we  shall  have  some  clear  statement  from 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  as  to  the 
grounds  on  which  the  Irish  people  are  to 
be  asked  to  join  in  your  great  campaign. 
Although  I  generally  sympathise  with 
and  suDscril>e  to  the  sentiments  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  West  Monmouth,  I 
rather  take  the  view — but  upon  wholly 
different  grounds  from  those  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman — that  the  Government 
are  perfectly  right  in  regard  to  this 
grand  deed.  I  would  have  preferred  that 
the  twelve  and  a-half  millions  should  not 
have  gone  in  extra  taxation,  but  that  all 
the  cost  of  the  war  should  be  borne  by 
way  of  loan ;  because,  as  we  are  engaged 
in  this  profitable  buccaneering  expe<li- 
tion,  I  do  not  understand  why  this 
twelve  and  a  half  millions  should  be  pro- 
vided by  the  taxpayers  of  this  count  it, 
and  not  got  out  of  the  Johamiesburg 
mines.  It  seems  to  me  to  be  making 
two  bites  of  a  cherry.  It  is  wholly  im- 
possible to  expect  that  the  simple-minded 
gentlemen  who  preside  over  the  gold 
mines,  and  who  declare  that  their  property 
is  to  be  twice  doubled  in  value  by  this 
war,  will  do  this ;  but  I  heard  the  other 
day  that  they  said  that  after  the  war  they 
will  reduce  Johannesburg  to  the  position 
of  Kimberley,  that  they  would  drive  out 
all  the  white  labour,  and  work  the  mines 
with  natives  at  wages  of  4d.  per  day, 
and  shut  the  natives  up  in  compounds, 
banish  the  Uitlanders,  and  put  an  end  to 
the  Uitlander  question.  I  think  that  is  a 
very  practical  suggestion  from  their  point 
of  view,  but  surely  they  would  not 
deprive  the  general  body  of  the  taxpayers 
of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  of  the  com- 
fortable knowledge  that  we  are  putting 
our  money  in  a  good  thing.  I  should  l>o 
disappointed  if  we  are  not  going  to  annex 
Johannesburg  in  the  true  Cromwell 
fashion,  gold  mines  and  all.  I  trust  we 
shall  have  sufficient  assurance  that  the 
gold  mines  shall  be  British  property  when 
this  cruel  war  is  over,  and  that  the  Irish 
people  will  realise  that  for  the  first  time 
they  have  had  a  sound  commercial  invest- 
ment and  great  profit  as  the  result  of 
belonging  to  this  glorious  Empire. 

♦Mr.  marks  (Tower  Hamlets,  St. 
George's) :  Whether  it  l>e  true  or  not 
that  Ireland  contributes  more  than  a 
fair  share  of  the  taxation  of  the  Empire, 
we  have  had  evidence  in  the  speech 
of  the  honourable  and  learned  Mem- 
ber for  North  Louth  that  Ireland  does  not 
contribute  an  excessive  share  of  financial 
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wisdom  to  this  House.  We  have  been 
told  that  the  savings  banks  deposits 
have  hitherto  received  2|  per  cent. ; 
that  is  only  a  mistake  of  one  quarter 
per  cent.,  and  perhaps  not  important. 
We  have  been  told  that  the  new  loan  is 
to  be  issued  at  A\  per  cent.,  which  is  a 
brilliant  effort  of  the  imagination.  We 
have  been  told  that  there  is  no  means  to 
meet  the  deposits  in  the  savings  banks, 
whereas  these  deposits  are  invested  in 
Consols.  Then  we  have  been  told  that 
there  is  some  difficulty  as  to  obtaining  a 
war  indemnitv  from  the  Transvaal  unless 
we  take  over  the  mines  in  the  Transvaal 
worth  several  thousands  of  millions,  as  we 
took  over  the  Burma  ruby  mines.  But 
the  Burma  ruby  mines  were  never  taken 
over  by  the  Government ;  they  were  con- 
cessions given  to  a  limited  company.  The 
Transvaal  revenue  of  4  J  millions  has  been 
chiefly  derived  from  the  taxation  of  the 
raining  industry.  More  than  seven - 
eighths  of  that  was  contributed  by  the 
Uitlanders.  We  have  espoused  the 
cause  of  the  Uitlanders,  and  I  can 
conceive  of  nothing  fairer  than  that  the 
Uitlanders  should  contribute  a  substantial 
part  of  the  expenses  of  the  war.  It  is  an 
open  secret  that  the  Government  of  the 
Transvaal,  carried  on  with  Republican 
simplicity,  need  not  cost  more  than 
a  million.  It  is  easy  to  see  where 
the  rest  of  the  four  and  a  half 
millions  have  gone,  and  for  what 
purposes  they  have  been  expended. 
But  if  you  take  a  million  to  defray  the 
cost  of  the  administration  of  the  country, 
vou  have  three  and  a  half  millions  to 
apply  to  the  purposes  of  the  war  indem- 
nity. [An  Hon.  Member  :  Including 
the  cost  of  the  Army  of  occupation.] 
Well,  one  million  would  amply  provide 
for  the  service  of  a  loan  of  thirty  millions, 
which  would  leave  a  balance  of  over 
two  millions  for  other  purposes.  I  would 
impress  on  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer the  advisability  of  making  some 
definite  annoiuicement  at  the  earliest 
moment  as  to  what  interest  the  new.  loan 
is  to  bear.  We  have  heard  two  different 
opinions,  but  the  matter  is  of  very  great 
importance  and  should  not  be  left  in 
doubt. 

Mr,  WILLIAM  REDMOND  (Clare,  E.) : 
The  speech  which  has  just  been  delivered 
bv  the  hon.  Gentleman  gives  a  pretty 
good  indication  of  the  feeling  which  has 
actuated  most  people  in  this  country  who 
have  clamoured  for  the  war.  He  has  spoken 
with  apparent  delight  of  the  revenues  of 


the  Transvaal,  and  gloated  over  the 
millions  which  he  hopes  will  be  drawn 
from  the  coffers  of  the  Transvaal  Govern- 
ment into  the  coffers  of  this  Government 
after  the  war  is  over.  That  goes  to  prove 
the  theory  that  the  war  was  entered  -  into 
not  because  of  any  desire  to  build  up  a 
good  or  just  system  of  Government  in 
the  Transvaal,  but  to  satisfy  certain 
speculators  in  this  country  and  in  Africa 
who  wish  to  acquire  the  great  wealth 
which  the  Transvaal  holds.  I  have  been 
in  this  House  a  long  time,  and  nothing  has 
astonished  me  more  than  the  Hght- 
hearted  way  in  which  million  upon 
million  of  the  taxes  of  the  worlang 
people  of  this  country  are  voted  away. 
We  have  hardly  had  a  single  speech  to- 
night from  any  representative  of  the 
masses,  offering  the  slightest  protest 
against  this  proposed  loan  of  thirty-five 
millions.  To  my  mind  it  is  incredible 
that  the  people  of  this  country  seriously 
desire  this  expenditure  or  are  in  favour 
of  carrying  on  the  war  at  such  enormous 
cost.  The  sum  is  as  great  as  the  cost  of 
the  Crimean  War,  when  it  was  a  question, 
not  of  facing  a  few  thousand  farmers,  but 
of  facing  the  great  Empire  of  Russia. 
And  what  is  the  condition  of  this  country 
while  all  this  money  is  being  spent  ? 
Nobody  knows  better  than  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer the  extreme  difficulty  with 
which  large  numbers  of  people  in 
this  country  pay  the  taxes  that 
are  already  heaped  upon  them.  It 
is  as  much  as  the  masses  can  do  to  keep 
body  and  soul  together,  and  provide  food 
and  clothing  for  their  children,  without 
being  asked  to  contribute  millions  of 
money  to  be  spent,  not  for  the  purpose  of 
bettering  the  lives  of  the  people,  nor  for 
developing  the  resources  of  this  country 
or  of  Ireland,  but  for  carrying  fire  and 
sword  and  desolation  throughout  the  length 
and  breadth  of  two  small  territories,  whose 
total  population  does  not  come  up  to 
200,000.  It  takes  200,000  soldiers  and 
je60,000,000  to  bring  into  subjection 
these  few  thousand  farmers,  and  yet  we 
hear  people  talking  alK)ut  glory,  see  them 
waving  Union  Jacks,  and  singing  "  Rule 
Britannia."  The  whole  world  is  laughing 
at  the  childish  trumpeting  which  has 
followed  the  recent  successes.  I  object  to 
this  loan  because  it  is  a  dishonest  way  of 
providing  the  funds  for  carrying  on  the 
war;  l>ecau8e,  if  the  Government  are 
honest  in  believing  that  the  people  are 
so    much    in   favour   of   the    war,    why 
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do  they  not  ask  them  to  pay  by 
direct  taxation  the  whole  cost  of  it  1 
When  the  British  find  that  they  will  have 
to  pay  additional  taxation  now,  and  addi- 
tional taxation  to  a  greater  degree  in  the 
future,  because  of  this  loan,  the  enthusiasm 
of  the  people  over  this  war  will  cool  down. 
From  the  Irish  point  of  view  I  object  to 
this  loan.  Ireland  will  have  to  pay  an 
enormous  share  when  the  time  for  pay- 
ment comes,  and  we  protest  against  it. 
One  of  the  most  detestable  things  about 
this  war  is  that  the  English  people  and 
the  £ng]ish  Government  will  not  wage  it 
at  their  own  expense  and  pay  the  bill  out 
of  their  own  pockets,  but  compel  the  Irish 
people  to  share  in  the  expense  of  a  contest 
which  they  both  hate  and  despise,  and  in 
which  thev  have  had  neither  hand  nor 
heart.  Let  me  make  a  suggestion  to  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman.  If  the  British 
Empire  is  the  solid,  compact  body  that  it 
is  described  at  the  present  time,  why  not 
appeal  to  the  colonies — Australia,  Queens- 
land, New  Zealand,  Canada,  and  India — 
to  all  the  enormous  race  over  which  the 
British  flag  flies  in  all  parts  of  the  world 
— to  bear  a  portion  of  this  loan  ?  Why 
not  spread  it  over  the  Empire  as  a  whole  ? 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  Knows  perfectly 
well  that,  if  to-morrow  morning  he  ex- 
pressed a  hope  that  a  single  million  would 
be  put  on  any  one  of  the  colonies, 
that  hope  would  be  falsified.  He  knows 
full  well  that,  outside  this  trumpery 
clamour  to  take  part  in  a  military 
undertaking,  which  will  always  be 
found  among  the  adventurous  men 
of  every  land,  not  one  of  the 
colonies  would  permit  for  five  minutes 
a  tax  to  be  levied  on  them,  and  that, 
after  all  that  has  been  said  and  all  the 
doggerel  rhymes  written  by  Mr.  Rudyard 
Kipling,  it  comes  to  this — that  it  is  the 
toiling  millions  of  England,  Scotland,  and 
Ireland  who  will  have  to  pay,  and  the 
great  loyalty  of  the  Empire  of  which  we 
have  heard  so  much  is  all  humbug.  I 
object  to  sanction  the  resolution  for  the 
reason  that,  if  this  war  is  a  war  for  the 
Empire,  it  is  only  right  that  all  the 
colonies  should  bear  their  share  of  the 
expense,  and  that  it  is  not  right  to  put 
the  whole  burden  of  the  £60,000,000  upon 
the  already  over-burdened  taxpayers  of 
England,  Scotland,  and  Ireland.  I  desire 
to  nave  it  left  on  record  that,  so  far  as  I 
am  concerned,  I  protest  against  the  reso- 
lution sanctioning  this  enormous  loan,  and 
the  detestable  reflection  that  we  are  not 
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only  obliged  to  stand  by  while,  as  we 
believe,  liberty  and  justice  are  being  out- 
raged, but  we  have  to  pay  for  it  as  weD. 
Ireland  will  pay  her  share  towards  the 
expenses  of  this  war  with  the  greatest 
possible  reluctance.  That  is  the  view  of 
eighty  Irish  representatives  in  this  House^ 
and  the  view  on  which  we  are  prepared 
to  face  our  constituents  when  the  time 
comes.  One  of  my  objections  is  that  this 
loan  is  to  carry  on  a  war  against  a  people 
who  lived  in  peace  in  this  country  long 
before  English  was  ever  spoken  there — 
[Cries  of  "No,  no!"  "Oh,  do  read  history!"] 
— the  cost  of  which  is  at  the  same  time 
robbing  the  taxpayers  of  the  three  king- 
doms. If  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had 
come  and  said  that  he  was  going  to 
signalise  the  end  of  the  nineteenth  century 
by  doing  something  for  the  mass  of  the 
people,  and  had  asked  for  £35,000,000  for 
old  age  pensions,  I  would  have  supported 
him,  but  I  will  not  support  this,  because 
it  is  not  for  the  benefit  of  the  people,  but 
for  the  benefit  of  a  gang  of  speculators. 

iMr.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  Would  it  be  in 
order  to  move  to  insert  after  the  word 
"  raised  "  the  words  "  in  Her  Majesty  s 
dominions,"  so  as  to  make  this  tax  appli- 
cable to  the  whole  of  the  Empire  1 

*The  chairman  :  If  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man means  by  that  to  extend  taxation  to 
the  colonies,  that,  of  course,  we  can- 
not do. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY :  I  thought  any- 
thing could  be  done  by  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  (Lynn  Regis) 
complained  that  no  information  had  been 
vouchsafed  to  the  House  as  to  the  rate  of 
interest  or  the  conditions  of  issue  of  the 
loan.  ^  He  gathered  that  a  new  plan  was 
to  be'  adopted  by  which  the  middleman 
would  disappear;  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  proposed  to  open  a  depart- 
ment for  the  sale  of  stock  without  the 
intervention  of  a  broker.  What  he  desired 
to  know  was  whether  it  was  proposed  to 
make  any  provision  for  the  repayment  of 
the  loan. 

♦Sir  M.  hicks  BEACH  :  No. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  :  Because  that 
would  mean  an  addition  of  something  like 
£4,000,000  to  the  expenditure  of  the 
country.  He  now  understood  that  it  was 
proposed  to  leave  this  loan  without  any 

Provision     as     to    repayment,     in     the 
ope  that  it  would  be  made  up  out  of  the 
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gold  in   the   Transvaal,  failing   which  it  i  Member  was  a  newspaper  editor,  the  fact 


would  be  proWded  by  the  ^^Hing  in  of 
annuities  at  the  end  of  the  year.  The  hon. 
Member  for  North  Louth  had  said  that  we 
should  take  over  the  gold  mines,  but  that 
could  not  be  done,  because  under  the  pro- 
clamation of  Sir  Alfred  Milner  the  mines 


that  there  was  so  much  ignorance  through 
the  country  on  the  question  of  the 
war  was  not  to  be  wondered  at. 
The  hon.  Member  had  told  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  that  there  would  be 
a  surplus  from  the  revenue  of  the  Trans- 


were  guaranteed  to  the  mineowners.  The    vaal  of  al:^out  £3,000,000  a  year,  that  the 


only  way  to  repay  this  loan  out  of  the 
mines  of  the  Transvaal  would  be  by 
obtaining  the  consent  of  the  owners  of 
those  mines  to  take  the  £35,000,000,  to 
do  which  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
would  have  to  obtain  the  consent  of  the 
fihareholders  of  the  mines,  who  comprised 
every  nationality  under  the  sun,  and 
lived  in  all  parts  of  the  world.  The  only 
thing  in  that  regard  which  could  be  done 


revenue  was  £4,800,000,  and  that  the 
administration  of  the  country  cost 
£1,000,000,  and  the  balance  w^ould  be 
available.  There  were  two  kinds  of 
revenue — the  taxable  and  the  non-taxable 
— and  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  on 
the  previous  night  had  pointed  out  that 
our  non-taxable  revenue  amounted  to  over 
£20,000,000,  and  came  from  Post  Office, 
telegraphs.    Crown  lands,  etc.     Ha^l  the 


was  to  appeal  to  the  owners  of  the  mines  hon.  Member  for  St.  George's  in  the 
to  make  a  voluntary  contribution.  In  his  |  East  analysed  the  Budgets  which  had 
opinion  there  ought  to  be  more  loan  and  come  in  the  Blue-books  sent  over  by  Sir 
less  income  tax  in  this  Budget.  The  right  A.  Milner,  he  would  have  found  the  total 
hon.  Gentleman  had  been  very  confident  '  taxable   revenue   in   the    Transvaal   was 


as  to  the  gold  mines,  and  no  doubt  thought 
he  would  obtain  something.  No  doubt 
he  ought  to  do  so,  and  it  was  to  be  hoped 
he  would. 

♦Mr.  JONATHAN  SAMUEL  (Stock- 
ton)  said  he  did  not  oppose  the  Vote, 
but  merely  rose  to  call  attention  to  some 
remarks  made  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
St.  George's  in  the  East,  which  he  con- 
sidered of  a  most  misleading  character. 
Having  regard  to  the  fact  that  the  hon. 


some  £2,600,000,  and  that  the  other 
came  from  postal  telegraphs,  railways,  the 
manufacture  of  dynamite,  etc.  The 
ignorance  shown  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
St.  George's  in  the  East  was  astonishing 
in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  information 
in  the  Blue-books  was  of  easy  access  to 
any  hon.  Member  of  the  House. 

Question  put.  ' 

The  Committee  divided  : — Ayes,  161  ; 
Noes,  26.     (Division  List  No.  59.) 


AYES. 
Aciand-Hoo<l,Capt.  Sir  Alex.  F.    Coloiub,  Sir  John  Cha».  Ready 
Alihiwen,  Augustas  Henry  E.     Cooke,  C.W.Radclitfe(Herefd 
Archdale«  Etlward  Mervyn  Cornwallij«,  Fieiine8  S.  W. 

Aruold,  Alfred  |  Cross,  H.  Sliepherd  (Bolton) 

Arrol,  Sir  William  '  Curzon,  Vi«connt 

Atkinson,  Rt.  Hon.  John  j  Denny,  Colonel 

Haker,  Sir  John  i  Dickinson,  Roliert  Edmond 

B'ilfour,Rt.Hon.  A.J. (Mane  r.     Dilke,  Ru  Hon.  Sir  Charles 
Beach,  Rt.Hn  Sir \I.H.( Bristol    D  nkin,  Richard  Sim 
Beach,Rt.Hn.  W.W.B.(Hants)    Dorington,  Sir  John  Edward 


Beckett,  Ernest  Wdliam 
Begg,  Ferdinand  Faithfull 
Bethel],  Commander 
Billson,  Alfre<l 
Bond,  Edward 
Bowles.  T.  G.  (King's  Lynn) 
Broadhurst,  Henry 
ISryce,  Rt.  Hon.  James 
Bnllard,  Sir  Harrj' 
Bnxton,  Sydney  Charles 
Caldwell,  James 
Cameron,  Sir  Chas.  (Glasgow) 
I  *ampt>ell,  J.  H.  M.  (Dublin) 
CavendUh,  V. C.W.( Derby sh.) 


Doughty,  George 

Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 

Doxford,  Sir  Wm.  Theodore 

Duckworth,  James 

Dunn,  Sir  William 

Faber,  George  Denison 

Fellowes,Hon.  Ail  wynE<l  ward 

Field,  Admiral  (Eastbourne) 

Finch,  Geome  H. 

Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 

Fisher,  William  Hayes 

Flannery,  Sir  Fortescue 

Foster,S'ir  Walter  (Derby  Co.) 

Fry,  Lewis 


Cecil,  Lord  Hugh  (Greenwich)  j  Gibbs,Hn.A.G.H.(C.  of  Lond. 
Chamberlain, Rt.Hn. J. (Birm.)    (rillint,  John  Saunders 
Cliamberlain,  J.  A.  (Worc'r.)     .  Goddard,  Daniel  Ford 


Chaplin,  Rt.  Hon.  Henry 
Charrinj^ton,  Spencer 
Cloujfh,  Walton  Owen 
Coghill,  Daaglas  Harry 
Collings,  Ut.  Hon.  Jesse 


Godson,  Sir  Augustus  Fredk. 
Golds  worthy,  Major-General 
Gordon,  Hon.  John  EM  ward 
Gorst,  Rt.  Hn.  Sir  John  Ehlon 
Goschen,  George  J.  (Sussex) 


Gonlding,  Edward  Alfre<l 
Graj',  Ernest  (West  Ham) 
Green,  W.  D.  (Wednesbury) 
Greene,  H.  D.  (Shrewsbury) 
Hamilton,Rt.Hn.Lord  George 
Hanburv,  Rt.Hn.  RobertWm. 
Hanly,  t^aurence 
Hazell,  Walter 
Heath,  James 
Heaton,  John  Henniker 
Hedderwick,  Thos.  Charles  H. 
Hoare,  Sir  Samuel  (Norwich) 
Hornby,  Sir  William  Henry 
Hoanton,  R.  P. 
Hudson,  (veorge  Bickersteth 
Hutton,  John  (Yorks.  N.R.) 
Jenkins,  Sir  John  Jones 
Johnston,  William  (Belfast) 
KennawaY,Rt  Hon.SirJohnH. 
Kinloch,Sir JohnG  eorgeSmy  th 
Kitson,  Sir  James 
Langley,.  l^tty 
Laurie,  LieuL-lreneial 
Lawrenct).  Wm.  F.  (Liveriiool 
Lawson,  John  (vrant  (Yorts.) 
Lea,  Sir  T.  (Londonderry) 
Leese,  Sir  J.  F.  (Accrin  ton) 
Loder,  (herald  Walter  Erskino 
Long,  Col.  Charles  W.(  Evesham 
Long,  RtHonWalter(Liveri>ool 
Loyd,  Archie  Kirkman 
Lucas-Shadwell,  William 
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Macartney,  W.  G.  Ellbon 
M'Arthur,  Charles  (Liverpool) 
M'Crae,  George 
M*Killop,  James 
M'Laren,  Charles  Benjamin 
Marks,  Henry  Hananel 
Massey  -  Main  waring,  Hn  W.  F. 
Mendf,  Sigismund  Ferdinand 
Middlemore,  J.  Throgmorton 
Mil  ward,  Colonel  Victor 
Monk,  Charles  James 
More,  liobt.  Jasper  (Shropshire 
Morrell,  George  Herbert 
Morton,  A.  n.  A.  (Deptford) 
Morion,  Edw.J.C.  (Devonport 
Murray,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  G.  (Bute) 
Murray,  Charles  J.  (Coventry 
Nicol,  Donald  Ninian 
Norton,  Capt.  Cecil  William 
Nuasey,  Thomas  Willans 
Palmer,SirCharlesM.(Durham 
Parkes,  Ebenezer 
Philipps,  John  Wj-nford 

Abraham,  William  (Cork,N.E. 

Ambrose,  Robert 

Austin,  M.  (Limerick,  W.) 

Burns,  John 

Crilly,  Daniel 

Curmn,  Thomas  B.  (Donegal) 

Curran,  Thomas  (Sligo,  S.) 

Doogan,  P.  C. 

Engledew,  Charles  John 

Hogan,  James  Francis 


{COMMONS} 

Phillpotta,  Captain  Arthur 
Pierpoint,  Robert 
Pilkmj'ton,R.  (Lanes,  Newton) 
Piatt- Hig^s,  Frederick 
Plunkett,KtHnHoraceCurzon 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Pretyraan,  Ernest  George 
Provand,  Andrew  Dryburgh 
Pryce- Jones,  Lt.-Col.  Edward 
Purvis,  Robert 
Rentoul,  James  Alexander 
Richards,  Henry  Charles 
Richardson,  Sir  T.  (Hartlep'l) 
Rickett,  J.  Compton 
Ritchie,  Rt.  Hon.  C.  Thomson 
Robertson,  Herbert  (Hackney) 
RoUit,  Sir  Albert  Kaye 
Russell,  T.  W.  (Tyrone) 
Rutherford,  John 
Samuel,  Harnr  S.  (Limehouse) 
Seton-Karr,  Henry 
Sharpe,  William  Edward  T. 
Sinclair,  Louis  (Romford) 

NOES. 
Kilbride,  Denis 
Law8on,Sir  Wilfrid  (CumVrnd 
Macaleese,  Daniel 
MacDonnell,Dr.  M.  A.(Qn's.Co. 
M'Dermott,  Patrick 
O'Connor,  Arthur  (Donegal) 
O'Connor,  J.  (Wicklow,  W.) 
O'Connor,  T  P.  (Liverpool) 
O'Malley,  William 
Power,  Patrick  Joseph 


Means. 
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Smith,  Samuel  (Flint) 
Stewart,SirMark  J.  M'Taggart 
Stone,  Sir  Benjamin 
Strauss,  Arthur 
Sturt,  Hon.  Humphry  Napier 
Thomas,  A  be  I  ( Carmarth'n, ,  E.  > 
Thomas,  A.  (Glamorgan,  E.) 
Thoraas,DavidAlfred(MerthjT 
Thorbnrn,  Sir  Walter 
Warr,  Augustus  Frederick 
Webster,  Sir  Richard  E. 
Wharton,  Rt.  Hn.  J.  Lloyd 
Whittaker,  Thomas  Palnier 
WUson,  FrederickW.(Norfolk 
Wilson,  John  (Falkirk) 
Wodehouse,Rt  Hn.  E.  R.  (Bath 
Woods,  Samuel 
Wortley,  Rt.  Hn.  C.  B.  Stuart- 
Yoxall,  James  Henry 

Tellers  for  the  Ayes— 
Sir  William  Walrond  and 
Mr.  Anstrutber. 


Redmond,  John  E.(Waterford) 
Redmond,  William  (Clare) 
Sullivan,  Donal  (Westmeaith) 
Tanner,  Charles  Keams 
Williams,  John  Carvell  (Notts 
Wilson,  John  (Durham,  Mid.) 

Tellers  for  the  Noes— 
Captain  Donelan  ancl  Mr. 
Patrick  O'Brien. 


Income  Tax. 

2.  Resolved,  that  income  tax  shall  be 
charged  for  the  year  beginning  the  sixth 
day  of  April  nineteen  hundred  at  the  rate 
of  one  shilling. — (Mr,  Gfuincelloi'  of  (he 
Exchequer.) 

Brokers'  Contract  Notes. 

3.  Motion  made  and  Question  pro- 
posed, "  That  there  shall  be  charged  upon  a 
note  sent  by  any  person  carrying  on  the 
business  of  a  broker  to  his  principal 
advising  him  of  the  sale  or  purchase  of 
any  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  the 
stamp  duty  following  (that  is  to  say) : — 

If  the  goods,  wares  or  merchandise 
are — 

Of  the  value  of   five 

pounds  and  under 

the  value    of    one 

hundred  pounds  one  penny. 

Of  the  value  of  one 

hundred  pounds  or 

upwards         -         -     one  shilling." 

— (Mr.  Chancdlor  (/  the.  Exchequer.) 

*SiR  M.  HICKS  BEACH  :  I  have  been 
in  communication  with  several  brokers 
and  others  in  London  and  Liverpool,  and 
I  propose  to  receive  a  deputation  from 
them  next  week.  I  have  no  desire  to  do 
an3rthing  which  would  cause  inconvenience 
to  business. 


Mr.  T.  p.  O'CONNOR  (Liverpool, 
Scotland) :  I  have  received  representations 
from  my  constituents  on  the  matter,  but 
in  view  of  what  has  just  been  stated  by 
the  right  hon.  Grentleman  I  think  I  may 
with  confidence  leave  the  matter  in  his 
hands. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Estate  Duty. 
4.  Resolved,  that  in  the  case  of  a 
pei'son  dying  after  the  thirty-first  day  of 
March,  nineteen  hundred,  property,  real 
or  personal,  in  which  that  person  or  any 
other  person  had  an  interest  limited  to 
cease  on  the  death  of  the  deceased  shall, 
for  the  purpose  of  the  Finance  Act,  1894, 
and  the  Acts  amending  that  Act,  l>e 
deemed  to  pass  on  the  death  of  the 
deceased  notwithstanding  that  such 
interest  has  been  surrendered,  assured,  or 
otherwise  disposed  of  during  the  lifetime 
of  the  deceased,  notwithstanding  that 
such  interest  has  been  surrendered, 
assured,  or  otherwise  disposed  of  during 
the  lifetime  of  the  deceased  whether  for 
value  or  not  to  or  for  the  l)enefit  of  the 
remainderman  or  reversioner,  except 
where  the  surrender,  assurance,  or  dispo- 
sition was  boTuiJUle  made  twelve  months, 
before  the  death  of  the  deceased,  and  bona 
fide  possession  and  enjoyment  of  the 
property  was  assumed  thereunder  by  that 
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retnAinderman  or  reversioner  immediately 
upon  the  surrender,  assurance,  or  disposi- 
tion, and  thenceforward  retained  to  the 
entire  exclusion  of  the  person  making  the 
same,  and  of  any  benefit  to  him  by  con- 
tract or  otherwise. — (Mr,  Chancellor  of  (he 
Ej-cJwquer.) 

Finance  Act,  1894  (Modification  of 

Exclusions). 

5.  Resolved,  that  the  exclusion  of  pro- 
perty from  aggregation  under  section 
four  of  The  finance  Act,  1894,  shall 
cease  to  take  effect  except  as  regards 
property  in  which  the  deceased  never  had 
an  interest,  but  that  a  limited  abatement 
or  return  of  the  duty  may  be  allowed  in 
certain  cases  in  the  event  of  the  aggrega- 
tion with  any  other  property  of  property 
which  passes  on  the  death  of  the  deceased 
luider  a  disposition  made  by  a  person 
(other  than  the  deceased)  who  died  before 
the  expiration  of  the  first  day  of  August, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  ninety- 
four. — {Mr,  Chincellor  of  the  Exclieqtier,) 

Finance  Act,  1896  (Repeal  of 
Exclusions). 

6.  Resolved,  that  for  the  purpose  of 
the  rate  and  the  amount  of  estate  duty  or 
settlement  estate  duty,  the  exclusion 
under  section  seventeen  of  the  Finance 
Act,  1896,  of  any  fraction  from  the  prin- 
cipal value  of  the  estate  shall  cease. — 
{Mr.  Chancellor  oftlie  ExcJiequer,) 

Resolutions  to  be  reported  To-morrow  ; 
Committee  to  sit  again  To-morrow. 


WAYS  AND   MEANS  [6th  March]— 

REPOKT. 

Resolutions  reported  : — 

Tea. 

1.  "That,  in  lieu  of  the  duty  of 
customs  now  payable  on  tea,  there  shall 
be  charged,  lened,  and  paid  on  and  after 
the  sixth  day  of  March,  nineteen  hun- 
dred, and  until  the  first  day  of  August, 
nineteen  hundred  and  one,  the  following 
duty  (that  is  to  say)  : — 

£    s.    d. 

Tea     per  poimd     0     0     6." 

Resolution  read  the  first  and  second 
time. 

Motion  made  and  Question  proposed  : 
-  -"  That  the  House  doth  a^ree  with  the 
Conunittee  in  the  said  Resolution." — {Mr, 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.) 


Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND  (Waterford) : 
The  whole  question  as  it  presents  itself  to 
the  Irish  Members  in  this  House  has  been 
discussed  in  Committee,  and  subsequent 
opportunities  no  doubt  must  arise  .when 
these  questions  can  be  discussed  again  on 
the  Bills  l)eing  introduced.  Under  these 
circumstances,  I  do  not  think  we  have 
anything  to  gain  by  putting  the  House 
to  the  trouble  of  four  or  five  divisions  at 
this  stage,  which  would  only  have  the 
result  of  marching  Members  through  the 
lobbies,  without  putting  a  serious  obstacle 
in  the  way  of  the  granting  of  the  money. 
Under  these  circumstances  the  Irish 
Members  will  reserve  for  a  subsequent 
occasion  the  continuation  of  our  protest 
against  the  allocation  of  this  money. 

♦Sir  M.  hicks  BEACH  :  I  can  quite 
understand  what  the  hon.  Member  has 
just  said,  and  I  have  to  thank  him  for 
the  manner  in  which,  while  preserving  his 
own  opinions,  he  has  consulted  the  con- 
venience of  the  House. 

Question  put  and  agreed  to. 

Tobacco. 
2.  "  That  in  addition  to  the  duties  of 
customs  now  payable  on  tobacco  imported 
into  Great  Britain  or  Ireland,  there  shall, 
on  and  after  the  sixth  day  of  March, 
nineteen  hundred,  and  until  the  first  day 
of  August,  nineteen  hundred  and  one,  1)e 
charged,  levied,  and  paid  the  following 
duties  (that  is  to  say)  : — 

£    s.    d. 
Tobacco,  manufactured,  viz.  : — 

Cigars  the  lb.     0     0     6 

Cavendish      or      negrohead 

the  lb.     0     0     6 
Cavendish      or     negrohead, 
manufactured  in  bond 

the  lb.     0     0     5 
Other  manufactured  tobacco 

the  lb.     0    0     5 
Snufi*  containing  more  than 
thirteen  pounds  of  mois- 
ture in  every  one  hundred 
pounds  weight  thereof 

the  lb.     0     0     5 
Snuff"  not  containing    more 
than    thirteen   pounds  of 
moisture     in     every    one 
hundred    pounds    weight 
thereof     ...         ...  the  lb.     0     0     6 

Tobacco,  unmanufactured,  viz.  : — 
Containing    ten    pounds  or 
more  of  moisture  in  every 
hundred    pounds    weight 
thereof the  lb.     0    0    4 
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Containing  less  than  ten 
pounds  of  moisture  in 
every  one  hundred  pounds 
weight  thereof  . . .  the  lb.     0 

Spirits. — Excise. 


0    4." 


3.  "That  in  addition  to  the  duty  of 
excise  now  payable  for  every  gallon  com- 
puted at  proof  of  spirits  distilled  in  the 
United  Kingdom  there  shall,  on  and  after 
the  sixth  day  of  March,  nineteen  hundred, 
until  the  first  day  of  August,  nineteen 
hundred  and  one,  be  charged,  levied,  and 
paid  the  following  duty  (that  is  to  say) : — • 

For  every  gallon  of  spirits    X    s.    d. 
computed  at  proof  and  so 
in  proportion  for  any  less 
quantity"  ...         ...  0     0     6." 

Spirits. — Customs. 

4.  "  That,  in  addition  to  the  duties  of 
customs  now  payable  on  spirits  imported 
into  Great  Britain  or  Ireland,  there  shall, 
on  and  after  the  sixth  day  of  March, 
nineteen  hundred,  and  until  the  first  day 
of  August,  nineteen  hundred  and  one,  be 
charged,  levied,  and  paid  the  duties  fol- 
lowing (that  is  to  say)  : — 

For  every  gallon  of  spirits     £    s.   d. 

computed     at     proof,    of 

spirits  of  any  description, 

except  perfumed  spirits ...  0  0  6 
For  every  gallon  of  perfumed 

spirits      ...         ...         ...     0     0  10 

For  every  gallon  of  liqueurs, 

cordials,     mixtures,     and 

other  preparations  entered 

in  such  a  manner  as  to  in- 
dicate that  the  strength  is 

not  to  be  tested  ...         ...     0     0     8 

And  the  duties  of  customs  on  the 
articles  hereafter  mentioned,  being  articles 
in  which  spirit  is  contained  or  in  the 
manufacture  of  which  spirit  is  used,  shall 
be  proportionately  increased,  and  shall  be 
as  follows : — 

£    s.    d. 
Chloral  hydrate        ...  the  lb.     0     1     4 

Chloroform the  lb.     0     3     3 

Collodion      ...         ...  the  gal.   163 

Ether  acetic  ...         ...  the  lb.     0     111 

Ether  butyric  ...  the  gal.  0  16     5 

Ether  sulphuric  . . .  the  gal.  17  5 
Ethyl,  ioaide  of  ...  the  eal-  0  14  3 
Ethyl  bromide  ...  the  Tb.     0     1     1 

Ethyl  chloride  ...  the  gal.  0    16  5." 

Beer. — Excise. 

5.  "That  in  addition  to  the  duty  of 
lexcise   now  payable   in   respect  of  beer 


brewed  in  the  United  Kingdom  there 
shall,  on  and  after  the  sixth  day  of  March, 
nineteen  hundred,  and  until  the  first  dav 
of  August,  nineteen  hundred  and  one,  be 
charged,  levied,  and  paid  the  following 
duties  (that  is  to  say) : — 

For  every  Ihirty-six  gallons     £    s.  <1. 

of     worts     of    a    specific 

gravity  of    one   thousand 

and  fifty-five  degrees  the 

duty  of 0     1     0 

and  so  in  proportion  for  any  difference  in 
quantity  or  gravity." 

Beer. — Customs. 

6.  "  That  in  addition  to  the  duties  of 
customs  now  payable  on  beer  imported 
into  Great  Britain  or  Ireland  there  shall, 
on  and  after  the  sixth  day  of  March, 
nineteen  hundred,  and  until  the  first  dav 
of  .August,  nineeteen  hundred  and  one,  be 
charged,  levied,  and  paid  the  foUowing 
duties  (that  is  to  say)  : — 

In  the  case  of  beer  called  or  similar  to 
mum,  spruce,  black  beer,  or  Berlin  white 
beer  or  other  preparations  whether  fer- 
mented or  not  fermented  of  a  similar 
character — 

For  every  thirty-pix  gallons    £,    s.    d. 
where  the   worts   thereof 
are  or    were    before    fer- 
mentation   of    a    specific 
gravity — 

Not  exceeding  one 
thousand  two  hun- 
dred and  fifteen 
degrees,  a  duty  of  . . .  0  4  0 
Exceeding  one  thousand 
two  hundred  and 
fifteen  degrees,  a  duty 

of      0     4     8 

In  the  case  of  every  descrip- 
tion of  beer  other  than  that 
above  specified — 

Fore^ery  thirty-six  gallons 
where  the  worts  thereof 
were  before  fermenta- 
tion of  a  specific  gravity 
of  one  thousand  and 
fifty-five  degrees,  a  duty 

of         0     10 

and  so  in  proportion  for  any  difference  in 
gravity." 

Amendment  of  Law. 

7.  "That  it  is  expedient  to  prolong 
the  term  of  certain  annuities,  and  amend 
the  law  relating  to  the  National  Debt, 
the  Customs,  and  the  Inland  Revenue." 

Resolutions  agreed  to. 
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Bill  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr, 
James  WiUiam  liowther,  Mr.  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer,  and  Mr.  Hajibury. 

SUPPLY  (2Nn  March) -UKPORT. 
Resolutions  reported : — 

NAVY    ESTIMATES,    1900  1901. 

1.  **  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding 
Je5,rj27,000,  1)6  granted  to  Her  Majesty  to 
defray  the  expenses  of  Wages,  etc.,  to 
officers,  seamen  and  l>oys,  coastguard, 
and  Royal  Marines,  which  will  come  in 
course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending 
on  the  31st  day  of  March,  1901." 

2.  "  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding 
£845,800,  be  granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to 
defray  the  expense  of  works,  buildings, 
and  repairs,  at  home  and  abroad,  including 
the  cost  of  superintendence,  purchase  of 
sites,  grants  in  aid,  and  other  charges 
connected  therewith,  which  will  come  in 
course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending 
on  the  31st  day  of  March,  1901." 

CIYIL  SKUVICES  (SUPPLEMENTARY 
ESTIMATES),  1899-1900. 

Class  V. 

3.  "That  a  supplementary  sum,  not 
exceeding  ,£162,500,  be  granted  to  Her 
Majesty,  to  defray  the  charge  which  will 
come  in  course  of  payment  during  the 
year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March, 
1 900,  for  grants  in  aid  of  the  expenses  of 
the  British  Protectorates  in  Uganda  and 
in  Central  and  East  Africa." 

4.  "That  a  supplementary  sum,  not 
exceeding  £58,905,  be  granted  to  Her 
Majesty,  to  defray  the  charge  which  will 
come  in  course  of  payment  during  the 
year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March, 
1 900,  for  simdry  colonial  services,  includ- 
ing certain  grants  in  aid." 

5.  "That  a  supplementary  sum,  not 
exceeding  £10,000,  be  granted  to  Her 
Majesty,  to  defray  the  charge  which  will 
come  in  course  of  payment  during  the 
year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March, 
1900,  for  the  subsidies  to  certain  tele- 
graph companies." 

6.  "  That  a  siun,  not  exceeding  £2,847, 
be  granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  defray  the 
charge  which  will  come  in  course  of  pay- 
ment during  the  year  ending  on  the  31st 
clay  of  March,  1900,  to  make  good  the 
net  loss  on  transactions  connected  with 
the  raising  of  money  for  the  various 
treasury  chests  abroad  in  the  year 
1 898-9." 

VOL.  LXXX.    [Fourth  Series.] 


Class  VI. 

7.  "  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £60,686, 
be  granted  to  Her  Majesty,  t<7  defray  the 
charge  which  will  come  in  course  of  pay- 
ment during  the  year  ending  on  the  31st 
day  of  March,  1900,  to  make  good  the 
sum  by  which  the  interest  accrued  in  the 
year  ended  20th  November,  1899,  from 
securities  held  bv  the  National  Debt  Com- 
missioners,  on  account  of  "  The  Fund  for 
the  Banks  for  Savings '  and  *  The  Fund 
for  Friendly  Societies'  was  insufficient  to 
meet  the  interest  which  the  said  Com- 
missioners are  o])liged  by  statute  to  pay 
and  credit  to  trustees  of  savings  banks 
and  to  friendly  swieties ;  and  also  the 
sum  by  which  the  interest  accrued  in  the 
year  ended  31st  December,  1899,  from 
securities  held  l)y  the  National  Debt  Com- 
missioners on  account  of  *  The  Post  Office 
Savings  Bank  Fund,'  was  insufficient  to 
meet  the  interest  which  the  said  Commis- 
sioners are  obliged  liy  statute  to  pay  and 
crecbt  to  dep)ositors  and  the  expenses  in- 
curred during  that  year  in  the  execution 
of  the  Acts  relating  thereto." 

Class  VII. 

8.  "  That  a  supplementary  sum,  not 
exceeding  £500,  be  granted  to  Her 
Majesty  to  defray  the  charge  which  will 
come  in  course  of  payment  during  the 
year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March, 
1900,  for  the  salaries  and  other  expenses 
of  temporary  commissions,  committees, 
and  special  inquiries." 

9.  *'  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding 
£23,327,  be  granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to 
defray  the  charge  which  will  come  in 
course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending 
on  the  31  St  clay  of  March,  1900,  for 
making  good  certain  sums  written  off 
from  the  assets  of  the  Local  Loans  Fund. 

Class  III. 

10.  "  That  a  supplementary  sum,  not 
exceeding  £1,440,  be  granted  to  Her 
Majesty,  to  defray  the  charge  which  will 
come  in  course  of  payment  during  the 
year  ending  on  the  3l8t  day  of  March, 
1900,  for  the  salaries  and  expenses  of  the 
Prison  Commissionei's  for  Scotland  and  of 
the  prisons  under  their  control." 

Class  IV. 

11.  "That  a  supplementary  sum,  not 
exceeding  £3,000,  be  granted  to  Her 
Majesty,  to  defray  the  charge  which  will 
come  in  course  of  payment  during  the 
year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March, 
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1900,  for  the  Department  of  Science  and 
Art  in  respect  of  Science  Schools." 


Resobitions  agreed  to. 


SHOPS   HILL. 
[Second  Ukadixc;.] 
Order  for  Second  Reading  reml. 


Motion  made  and  Qnestion  proposed, 
"That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
time." 

Whereupon  Motion  m*ade  and  Question 
put,  "  That  this  House  do  now  adjourn." 
— (//>/v/  IIu(/h  CenJ.) 

The  House  divided  : — Ayes,  110;  Noes, 
61.     (Division  List  No.  GO.) 


AYES. 


Acland-Hootl,  Capt.  Sir  A.  F. 
AlHiusen,  AiifpLstus  Henry  K. 
Anstriither,  H.  T. 
Archdale,  Eilwanl  Mervyii 
Arnold,  Alfreil 
Arrol,  Sir  William 
Atkinson,  lit.  Hon.  John 
Balfour,  Kt  Hn  A.  J.  (MancJi'r 
Beach, lit. Hn. Sir M.  li.  (Brist'l 
Beckett,  Ernest  William 
Begg,  Ferdinand  Faithful! 
Bethell,  Commander 
Bond,  Edward 
Ballard,  Sir  Harry 
Campbell,  J.  H.  M.  (Duldin) 
Cavendish,  V.C.  W.  {Derhy»h.) 
Chamberlain,  lit.  Hon.  J .( lUrm. 
Chamberlain,  J.  Au8ten(Worc'r 
Chaplin,  Rt.  Hon.  Henry 
Charrington,  Spencer 
Co^hill,  Douglas  Harry 
CoTlings,  lit.  Hon.  Jes8e 
Colom  li,Sir  JohnCharlesIieady 
Cooke,  C.  W.  li.  (Hereford) 
Cornwallis,FiennesStanley  \\. 
Cross,  Herb.  Shepherd(liolton) 
Curzon,  Viscount 
Denny,  Colonel 
Dickinson,  Robert  Edmond 
Donkin,  liichard  Sim 
Dorington,  Sir  John  Edward 
Doughty,  George 
Douglas,  lit.  Hon.  A.  Akei*s- 
Doxford,Sir  William  Theodore 
Faber,  George  Denlson 
Fellowes,  Hon.  Ailwyn  Etlw. 
Field,  Admiral  (EastlM)urDe 
Finch,  George  H. 


Abraham, William(Cork,  N. E. 
Ambrose,  Rol)ert 
Austin,  M.  ( Limerick,  VV. ) 
Baker,  Sir  John 
Billson,  Alfred 
Broadhurst,  Henry 
Bums,  John 
Caldwell,  James 
Cameron,  Sir  Chas.  (Glasgow) 
Channing,  Francis  Allston 
Clough,  Walter  Owen 
Crilly,  Daniel 

Curran,  Thomas  B.  (Donegal) 
Curran,  Thonuus  (Sligo,  S.) 
Donelan,  Captain  A. 
Doogan,  P.  C. 
Duck  worth,  James 
Dunn,  Sir  William 
Engledew,  Charles  John 
Foster,  Sir  Walter  (Derby  Co.) 
Goddard,  Daniel  Foi-d 
Harwood,  George 


Finlay,  Sir  R.  Bannatyne 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
Flannery,  Sir  Fortesruo 
(;ibbs,Hn.A.(;H(CityofLond.) 
Gilliat,  .John  Saunders 
Goilson,  Sir  A.  Frederick 
(ioMs worthy,  Major-General 
Ciordon,  Hon.  John  Edward 
Goulding,  Eld  ward  Alfred 
(iray,  Ernest  (West  Ham) 
Green,  W.  D.  (Wednesbury) 
Hamilton,Rt.Hon.Lord(ieorge 
Hanbury,  lit.  Hon.  Ro!>crt\V. 
Hardy,  Laurence 
Hazell,  Walter 
Heath,  James 
Heaton,  John  Henniker 
Hornby,  Sir  William  Henry 
Houston,  R.  P. 
Hudson,  (Jeorge  Bickersteth 
Hutton,  John  (Yorks.  N.R.) 
Jenkins,  Sir  John  Jones 
Johnston,  William  (Belfast) 
Laurie,  Lieut. -Genei-al 
Lawrence,  Wm.  F.  (Liverpool) 
Lawson,  John  (irant  (Yorks.) 
Lea,  Sir  T.  (Londondeny) 
Loder,  Gei*ald  W^alter  Erskine 
Long,  lit.  Hon.  W.  (Liveri>ool) 
Lucas-Shad  well,  Wdliam 
Macartney,  W.  (t.  Ellison 
M* Arthur,  Charles  ( Li veriK>ol) 
M*Killop,  Jaraes 
Marks,  llenry  Hananel 
Massey-  Main  waring,  H  n .  W .  F. 
Monk,  Charles  James 
More,Robt.  Jasper(Shroi>shire ) 
Morrell,  George  Herl)ert 

NOES, 

Hedderwick.ThomasC  'harle^H 
Hemphill,  Rt.  Hon.  CharlesH. 
Hogan,  James  Francis 
Kennaway,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  J.H. 
Kilbride,  Denis 
Kinlock,SirJohn(JeorgeSmyth 
Langley,  liatty 
Leese,  Sir  J.  F.  (Accrington) 
Maculeese,  Daniel 
MacDonnell,Dr.M.A.(Qn'sC.) 
M'Crae,  George 
M*Dermott,  Patrick 
M'Laren,  Charles  Benjamin 
Mendl,  Sigismund  Ferdinand 
Middlemore,  J.  Throgmorton 
Morton,  E.  J.  C.  (Devonport) 
Norton,  Capt^un  C.  Wm. 
Nussey,  Thomas  Willans 
O'Brien,  Patrick  (Kilkenny) 
O'Connor,  James(Wicklow,W 
O'C^onnor,  T.  P.  (Liveri>ool) 
O'Malley,  William 


Morton,  A.  H.  A.  (Deptford) 
Murray,RtHnA.(«niliam(Biite 
Murray,  Charles  J.  (Coventry  > 
Nicol,  Donald  Niniau 
Falmer,  Sir  C.  M.  (Durham) 
Parkes,  Ebenezer 
Philll»otts,  Captain  Arthur 
Pierpoint,  Robert 
Piatt- Higginp,  Frederick 
Pliinkett,  lit.  Hon.  H.  Curzon 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Pryce- Jones,  Lt.-Col.  iuiward 
Purvis.  Robert 
Richards,  Henry  Charles 
Richardson,  Sir  T. 
Ritchie,  Rt.  Hon.  C.  T. 
Rol)ertson,  Herl>ert  (Hackney  > 
Rothschild,  Hon.  Lionel  Walter 
Russell,  T.  VV.  (Tyrone) 
Rutherford,  John 
Samuel,  H.  S.  (Limehouse) 
Seton-KaiT,  Henry 
Sharpe,  William  Eilward  T. 
Slia  w-Stewart ,  M .  H .  ( Ren  f  r\v ) 
Sinclair,  Louis  (Romford) 
Stone,  Sir  Itenjamin 
Strauss,  Arthur 
Thomas,  A.  ((Jlaraorgan,  E.) 
Thorburn,  Sir  Walter 
Walrond,  lit.  Hon.  Sir  W.  H. 
Webster,  Sir  Richanl  E. 
Wilson,  John  (Falkirk) 
Wodehouse,Rt.Hn.E.R.(Bath) 
Wortley,Rt.Hon.C.  B.  Stuart- 

Tellers  for  the  Ayes— 
Lord  Hugh  Cecil  an<l  Mr. 
(ieorge  J.  (io:«chen. 


Philips,  John  Wynfortl 
Pickersgill,  Edwartl  Hare 
Power,  Patrick  Joseph 
Provand,  Andrew  Dryburgh 
Iiedmon(l,JohnE.  (Waterfonf) 
lie<lmond,  William  (Clare) 
Rickett,  J.  Conipton 
Samuel,  J.  (Stockton-on-Tees) 
Sullivan,  Donald  (West meat h 
Tanner,  Charles  Kearns 
Thomas,  Abel  ((ilam.,  E.) 
Thoma8,DavidAlfred(M'rthyr 
Warr,  Augustus  Frederick 
Wilson,  Frederick  W.(NorfolI.: 
Wilson,  John  (Durham,  Mid) 
Woods,  Samuel 
Yoxall,  James  Henry 

Tellers  for  the  Noes— 
Sir  Charles  Dilke  and  Mr. 
Maddison. 


Adjourneil  aiccordingly  at  half  after  Eight  of  the  clock. 
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TOWN  COUNCILS  (SCOTLAND)  BILL. 

Petition  from  Doune,  in  favour ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 


FBI  FATE    BILL    BUSIXESS. 


BE  TURNS,  BEPOBTS,  ETC. 


CHURCH  ESTATES  COMMISSION. 
METROPOLITAN     POLICE     PROVI-_  |      Copy  presented,  of  Forty-ninth  lieport 
SIONAL   ORDER   BILL.      ^^^  I  from  the  Church  Estates  Commissioners 
MILITARY    LANDS    PROVISIONAlT"  !  for  the  year  preceding  1st  March,  1900 
ORDER    BILL.  |  [by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

Read  the*third^time,  and  passed.  j 

I  SUPERANNUATION  ACT,  1884. 

CHRISTCHURCH,   BOURNEMOUTH,  Copy  presented,  of  Treasury  Minute, 


AND  WINTON  TRAMWAYS. 


dated    22nd   February,    1900,   declaring 


Report  [6th  March]  from  the  Select ;  that  Mr.  Roger  Taning  Sleigh,  Sub-post- 
Committee  on  Standing  Orders  read.  |  master,   Morley,   Leeds,   Post  Office  de- 

Bill  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  :  partment,  was  appointed  without  a  Civil 
Atherley  Jones  and  Mr.  Samuel  Evans.      '  Service  Certificate,  through  inadvertence 

;  on  the  part  of  the   Head  of  his  depart- 
ment  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

PETITIONS,  i 

CIVIL  SERVICES  (EXCESS),  1898-9. 

,      Copy  presented,  of  Statement  of  the 
BOILERS   REGISTRATION   AND         |  Sum   required   to   be  voted  in  order  to 
INSPECTION  BILL.  ^  make  good  an  Excess  on  the  Grant  for 

Petition  of  the  Mining  Association  of  \  Prisons,  England  and  the  Colonies,  for 
Great  Britain,  against ;  to  lie  upon  the  ,  the  year  ended  on  the  31st  March,  1899 
Ta])le.  [b^  Command] ;    referred  to  the  Com- 

mittee   of  Supply,   and   to  be  printed. 

LOCAL    AUTHORITIES    OFFICERS*      1  [No.  87.] 
SUPERANNUATION    BILL.  ' 

Petition  from  Faversham,  in  favour ;  to  UNIVERSITIES  (SCOTLAND)  ACT,  1889 
lie  upon  the  Table.  (ORDINANCE). 

Copy  presented,  of    Ordinance    No.  1 

SALE  OF  INTOXICATING  LIQUORS  ON  i  ^^  ^^^  University  Court  of  the  University 

SUNDAY  BILL.  of  Edinburgh,  providing  for  the  separa- 

Petitions  in  favour,  from  Brondesbury  ;  j  ^^^^  ^^  ^^e  teaching  of  Medical  Jurispru- 

Xeedham  Market ;   and  Chelmsford ;    to    ^®"c®   ^\  Forensic  Medicine  and  Public 

lie  upon  the  Table.  Health    in  the  University  of  Edinburgh 

[by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to 
SALE  OF  INTOXICATING  LIQUORS  TO  !  ^^  P"»ted.     [No.  88.] 

CHILDREN  BILL.  

(  — 

Petitions  in  favour,  from   Blackburn  : ,        „^^,  ^^,,   ^„ 

Chelmsford ;  Leicester ;  and  Elgin ;  to  lie  I  INSPECTION^BILl'   ^^^ 

upon  the  Table. 

Second  Readincj. 

>iUNDAY  CLOSING  (MONMOUTHSHIRE)  I      Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 

BILL. 

Petitions  in  favour,  from  Needham  ♦Mr.  FENWICK  (Northiunberland 
Market ;  Brondesbury  ;  Stamford  ;  St.  Wansbeck) :  In  rising  to  move  the  Second 
Mary's ;  Sneinton  ;  Stockton-on-Tees ;  Reading  of  this  Bill  I  do  not  anticipate  it 
Holt;  Blaenavon;  Liverpool;  Middleton  will  be  incumbent  on  me  to  make  any 
in  Teesdale  ;  Sheffield  ;  Llanhilleth ;  excessive  demand  either  on  the  time  of 
Chelmsford ;  Taly wain ;  Bristol ;  and !  the  House  or  the  patience  of  hon 
Portsmouth  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table.  [  Meml>ers    who    do    me    the   honour   to 
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listen  to  me.  The  object  which  the  '  quently  to  be  able  to  secure  greater  safety 
promoters  of  this  Bill  have  in  view  is  one  for  human  life  and  greater  iinmunity  from 
which  I  ventiu-e  to  think  will  commend  '  danger  for  persons  employed  in  connectir»n 
itself    favourably    to    the    judgment   of  \  with  boilers.     That  such  was  the  case  is 


clear  from  the  language  used  by  the  hon. 
Member  who  at  that  time  had  charge  of 
the  Bill — the  late  Mr.  Hugh  Mason,  who 
was  then  Member  for  Ashton-under-Lyne. 
In  moving  the  Second  Reading  of  the  Bill 
he  said — 


hon.  Meml»ers  on  both  sides  of  the  House. 

It  is  to  prevent,  as  far  as  possible,  the 

loss  of  life  and  the  injury  to  person,  not 

to  mention   the   destruction  of  valuable 

property  which  is  caused  every  year  by 

the  explosion  of  boilers.     It  may  be,  and 

probably  will  be,  contended  during  the       .,  m  *        r  *u  ^x.       t .  - 

£  i.u-    J  I    4.    au  ^  ^u    1  r  i-r    ,        The  promoterH  of  the  raeajsnre  thought  it 

course  of  this  delmte  that  the  loss  of  life    i^^  ^  tak^  the  steam  users  of  the  countr>- 

and  injury  to  persons  from  such  a  I  into  their  confidence,  and  to  show  them  that  it 
cause  is  very  small  compared  with  the  was  their  interest  as  well  as  their  duty  to  enrol 
numl>er  of  steam  boilers  in  use,  but  be  the  |  themseKes  in  one  of  the  numerous  voliuiUrv 
,  1  ..u      •    •  11  X    T  associations  for  the  inspection  of  boilers,  and 

loss  and  the  injury  small  or  great,  if  we    ^  j^^uce  them  to  do  volontarily  wliat  an  Art 
can  prove,  as  I  believe  we  can,  that  such  '  of  Parliaiuent  would  require  them  to  <lo  |ier- 
loss  and  suftering  arise  from  preventible  ■  haj)s  unwillingly.'* 
causes,  then  I  contend  we  shall  have  made  > 

out  a  case  for  further  intervention  on  the  |  The  promoters  relied  chiefly  on  th*- 
part  of  the  Legislature  in  the  interests  of  '  ^^^^  ^^^^^  which  they  thought  would 
the  general  community.  It  is  now  very  I  ^^  produced  upon  steam  users  by  the 
generally  admitted  that  the  provisions  of  ;  ^^^t  that  the  Board  of  Trade  could, 
the  Boilers  Explosions  Act  of  1882  are  |  ^"^^r  the  Act,  institute  an  inquiry,  and 
utterly  inadequate  to  meet  the  necessities  ^"flict  a  penalty  if  it  was  discovereci 
of  the  case.  Indeed,  that  was  pointed  out  ^^^^  ^^^  explosion  was  due  to  carelessness^ 
in  the  debate  on  the  Second  Reading  of  '  neglect,  or  mismanagement.  They  be- 
the  Bill*  by  the  hon.  Member  for  West  •  "^^e^  ^^^^  ^nat  would  be  sufficient  u^ 
Edinburgh,  who  then  represented  the  j  induce  users  of  steam  boilers  to 
Birkenhead  Division  of  Lancashire.  He  secure  more  careful  and  complete  in- 
pointed  out  that  the  inquiry  clause,  which    spcJ;ion     of     such     boilers.        But      I 

was  the  chief  clause,  was  all  verv  well  in  ^nink  I  am  safe  m  saying  that, 
itself,  but  that  if  the  proposed  legislation  after  seventeen  years  expenence  of  the 
were  to  be  really  effective,  it  should  operations  of  that  Act,  the  result  has 
provide  for  a  proper  system  of  inspection.  '  demonstrated  very  clearly  that  something 
The  Act  of  1882  provides  merely  for  an  P^ore  than  moral  pressure  is  required  t4> 
inquiry  after  an  explosion  has  occurred,  induce  a  certain  class  of  l)oiler  owners  u> 
It  merely  proceeds  to  lock  the  door  after  '  ^ee  to  the  proper  safety  and  examination 
the  steed  has  been  stolen.  The  Board  of  \  ^f  their  boilers.  Since  the  Act  came  i!it4. 
Trade  are  authorised  by  that  Act,  after  '  operation  the  Board  of  Trade  has  held  no 
an  explosion  has  occurred,  to  institute  an  i  ^ess  than  1,189  inqmnes  into  cases  in 
inquiry  into  the  causes  which  led  to  it,  ^^nich  the  loss  of  life  has  been  502  and  in 
andthecommissionersmakingtheinquiry  which  1,544  persons  have  been  injuretL 
are  authorised  to  inflict  a  penalty  if  they  ;  The  average  number  of  explosions,  during 
are  of  opinion  that  the  explosion  was  ^^e  seventeen  years  over  which  the 
due  to  neglect  or  mismanagement  on  official  reports  extend,  was  699  per 
the  part  of  the  owner  of  the  boiler,  annum,  the  average  loss  of  hfe  waa  29  5, 
There  is  no  single  provision  in  the  ^nd  the  average  number  of  persons  in 
Act  of  1882  that  can  by  any  ingenuity  jured  was  61-3.  As  I  have  ah-eady  inti- 
be  construed  into  a  preventive  clause,  mated,  it  may  be  contended  that  thw  los.< 
The  promoters  of  the  Bill,  which  after- 1  and  injury  are  small  and  that  legislation 
wards  became  the  Act  of  1882,  relied  «  unnecessary  to  deal  with  the  case,*^ 
solely  on  the  moral  eff'ect  of  having  an  ^^^eh  exist,  but  I  would  like  to  point  out 
inquiry  as  being  in  their  judgment  suffi-  \  ^  *'^e  House  that  these  explosions  are  not. 
cient  to  induce  steam  users  to  provide  for  •  on  the  highest  authority-4he  authority 
a  more  frequent  and  complete  examination  of  a  Government  official— to  be  attribute*! 
of  their  boilers,  and  they  hoped  conse- 1  ^  unpreventable  causes.     I  should  like. 

_______   with  the  permission  of  the  House,  to  read 

*  See   The  Pailmmentanj   Debates  [Third  I  a  short  extract  from  a  Report  by  the  lat4* 
Serie«5],  Vol.  cclxri.,  commencing  at  page  1348.  j  Mr.  Thomas  Gray,   who   was    Assistant 

Mr,  Fenwick,  ^ 
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Secretary  to  the  Marine  Department  of 
the  Board  of  Ti-ade.  He  was  authorised, 
on  behalf  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  to  make 

an  inquiry  into  the  working  of  the  be  obligatory  on  the  part  of  owners  of 
Boilers  Explosions  Act,  and  that  inquiry  !  steam  boilers  to  register  the  same  in  con- 
extended  from  the  12th  of  July,  1882,  to    formity  with  the  provisions  of  the  Act,  if 


to  make  one  observation  with  regard  to 
one  of  these  Bills.  The  fundamental 
principle   of   our    Bill   is    that    it    shall 


the   30th   of  June,   1889.       In  his   first 
Report  he  uses  these  words — 

"The  terms  *  inevitable  accident'  and 
'accident'  are  entirely  inapplicable  to  these 
explosions.  The  reports  sliow  that  so  far  from 
tliese  explosions  bemg  accidental,  the  only 
accidental  thing  about  many  of  them  is  that 
the  explosions  should  have  been  so  long 
deferred." 


it  becomes  an  Act.  Such  register  we 
suggest  shall  be  kept  by  the  Board  of 
Trade,  who  may,  if  they  think  fit,  provide 
for  the  establishment  of  local  or  branch 
registers.  The  Bill  of  the  hon.  Baronet  the 
Member  for  North-west  Manchester  pro- 
poses also  under  certain  regulations  that 
the  Board  of  Trade  should  keep  such  a 
register.  In  the  next  place,  we  are  insist- 
ing upon  a  compulsory  examination  and 
inspection  of  boilers  by  thoroughly  quali- 
fied persons  appointed  by  the  Board  of 
Trade.  Hon.  5lembers  will  observe  that 
in  the  Bill  it  is  stated  that  such  inspectors 
must  be  boiler  makers.  I  called 
the  attention  of  the  promoters  of 
the  Bill  to  this  provision.  I  told 
them  frankly  that  1  myself  could  not 
support  it,  and  I  very  frankly  received 
from  them  an  assent  to  the  suggestion  I 
now  make,  that  we  should  not  create  a 


In  his  second  Report,  Mr.  Gray  uses  very 
similar  language.     He  says — 

*'  It  is  still  true  that  the  terms  '  inevitable 
accident '  and  *  accident '  are  wholly  inapplic- 
able to  these  explosions,  and  in  many  cases  it 
U  difficult  to  understand  how  the  explosions 
could  have  been  so  long  deferred." 

Then  he  proceeds  to  say — 

**The  prevailing  cause  of  explosions  con- 
tinues to  be  the  unsound  condition  of  the 
boilers,  due  to  age  or  corrosion,  and  a  notable 
feature  in  many  cases  is  the  neglect  of  the 

steam  users  to  ascertain  the  condition  of  .  ring  round  any  particular  branch  of  in- 
their  boilers  and  consequently  of  any  attempt  ^^^^^  ^^j.  any  particular  class  of  working 
on  their    part  to    repair,    renew,    or    replace  u   i.  -lt_  l  A.      i.        *,  t      a  1 1  ♦? 

defective  fittings."  ^^®*^»  ^^^  ^"^^  ^'*®  utmost  freedom  and  lati- 

tude should  be  given  for  the  selection  of 
In  succeeding  Reports  Mr.  Gray  uses  >  thoroughly  qualified  persons  to  perform 
precisely  similar  language,  clearly  indi- 1  the  duty  of  lx»iler  inspectors.  We  are 
eating  that  the  terms  "accident"  and  j  therefore  perfectly  willing  to  meet  any 
**  inevitable  accident "  are  wholly  in-  opposition  with  regard  to  that  part  of 
applicable  to  the  great  majority  of  boiler  '  the  Bill  with  the  greatest  readiness  and 
explosions  which  are  inquired  into  year  .  frankness.  We  also  propose  that  there 
by  year  by  the  Board  of  Trade.  During  !  shall  be  not  less  than  five  examinations 
the  last  four  years  inquiries  have  been  !  and  inspections  in  each  year — two  not 
held  by  the  Board  of  Trade  into  cases  j  under  steam  and  three  while  the  boiler  is 
where  the  total  loss  of  life  has  been  eighty- 1  in  use.  The  powers  which  we  propose 
one,  in  addition  to  136  persons  injured,  to  give  to  the  inspectors  are  very  similar 
The  Reports  on  these  cases  show  that  in  '  to  the  powers  now  exercised  by  factory 
not  a  single  one  of  them  has  the  court  and  mine  inspectors  under  the  Factories 
attributed  the  explosion  to  unavoidable  and  Mines  Inspection  Act.  These  are  the 
accident,  and  of  the  sixty -eight  cases  which  main  lines  upon  which  our  Bill  is  drawn, 
wereinquiredintolastyear  in  only  one  case  ;  I  have  already  referred  to  the  Bill  of  the 
did  the  Court  find  that  no  one  was  to  hon.  Baronet  the  Member  for  North- 
blame  for  the  explosion.  Surely,  in  face  west  Manchester.  The  Bill  is,  I  believe, 
of  facts  such  as  these,  it  will  not  be  dis-  '  put  forward  chiefly  by  the  members  of 
puted  that  a  case  does  exist  for  some  I  the  Manchester  Steam  Users'  Association, 
further  protective  measures  ]>eing  adopted  \  That  association  has  been  in  existence 
ill  order  to  provide  a  greater  degree  of  j  for  nearly  half  a  century,  and  I  am  willing 
safety  for  persons  in  charge  of  steam  |  to  admit  that  during  that  time  much 
engines  ana  boilers.  I  will  now  state  valuable  work  has  oeen  done  by  it. 
briefly  what  the  promoters  of  this  Bill  It  has  been  successful  in  inducing 
propose,  and  hon.  Members  \n\\  observe  a  number  of  steam  users  to  have 
that  there  are  two  other  Bills  standing  on  |  their  boilers  inspected  periodically,  and 
the  Order  Paper  dealing  with  the  same  '  I  have  no  doubt  that  a  number  of  explo- 
question.     If  I  am  in  order,  I  should  like    sions  which  would  otherwise  have  occurred 
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have  consequently  been  prevented.  Two  '  1895,  in  which  five  men  were  killed.  Thc^ 
of  the  main  essentials  of  that  Bill  are  pre-  ■  boiler  was  of  the  Cornish  type,  and  it  had 
cisely  similar  to  our  own ;  it  insists  upon  I  been  reduced  by  corrosion  to  such  a 
registration  and  inspection  of  ]x)ilers  being  ;  deplorable  condition  that  it  was  stated  by 
made  compulsory.  The  point  of  differ-  the  commissioner  who  made  the  inquiry 
ence  between  us — and  it  is  a  very  t  that  it  had  been  reduced  until  it  ^ras  in 
important  point — is  that  which  relates  to  !  parts  as  thin  as  an  old  sixpence.  In 
the  inspection  itself.  We  propose  that  j  the  opinion  of  the  court  of  in- 
the  inspection  shall  be  under  the  control !  quiry  the  dilapidated  condition  of  that 
of  a  Government  Department ;    they  pre-    boiler    was     such     that     any     ordinarv 

individual,  not  merely  an  expert 
engineer  or  boilermaker,  making  an 
examination   of    the   boiler   would    have 


fer  that  the  inspection  shall  be  controlled 
})y  the  great  corporations  and  voluntary 
associations  in  existence  in  various  parts 
of  the  country.     There  is  a  broad  line  of  '  been  able  to  detect  its  dangerous  condi- 


difference  between  us.  We  prefer  a 
Government  Department,  beciiuse  we 
believe   it   will   have   greater  power  and 


tion,  and  yet  that  boiler  was  continued  in 
use,  and  no  examination  was  made,  with 
the  result  I  have  stated  to  the  Hoiuse. 


greater  authority  to  enforce  its  recom-  In  this  case  the  owner  of  the  boiler  was 
mendations  than  is  possessed  by  corpora-  |  charged  with  manslaughter,  and  tried  at 
tions  at  the  present  time.  I  think  we  the  Leeds  Assizes.  The  jury,  it  is  true, 
need  only  refer  to  one  or  two  cases  taken  ^  found  a  verdict  of  "  Not  guilty,"  but  at 
from  the  inspectors'  reports  to  the  Boaixl  the  investigation  made  by  the  Board  «>f 
of  Trade  to  show  that  there  is  very  Trade  under  the  Act  of  1 882,  counsel  for 
strong  ground  for  believing  that  if  this  the  owner  used  this  very  remarkable 
(juestion    is   left    entirely    to    the    local    language — 

associations  and  great  corporations  the  ,,  -^  . ,  ,  .  ...  «.  •  ^  n- 
1^  .ii  ,  *^-  r  J.  T  •  u  X  "Itmu8tbe  obvious  to  the  meaiiast  mtelli- 
result  will  be  unsatisfactory.  I  wish  to  j^ence  that  crass  iKnorance  exUts  as  to  boilers 
call  attention  to  the  liedcar  case,  which  an«l  the  conditions  under  which  they  ought  to 
occurred  on  the  14th  June,  1895,  in  be  used.  It  is  lamentable  that  this  sliould  l»e 
which  eleven  boilers  blew  up  at  one  time,  ^O'  a-"^,  that  the  Legislature  ha^  not  made  it 
,  .„.  .  1  J  •  •  •  com imlsorv  that  dangerous  articles  like  yoilers 
killing  twelve  men  and  injuring  seven  should  be  {n«pectediSjriodically  for  the iieisonal 
others.  These  boilers  were  insured  under  protection  of  those  working  in  their  vicinity, 
what  is  known  as  the  "  group  system  "  for  There  was  no  doubt  that  the  owner  workeii 
a  sum  of  X500.  The  insurance  company  this  boiler  under  the  honest  conviction  that 
1  1  1  ^'4.'  r  i.u  I  i;i  '  he  was  doing  90  with  perfect  safetv  to  hiiu- 
had  made  an  examination  of  the  boilers  ^,^  ^^^  ^^^^  employei  bv  him."    ^ 

prior  to  the  explosion,  and  made  certani 

recommendations  to  the  owner,  but  they    The  point  to  which  I  wish  to  call  atten- 

did  not  press  the  result  of  their  investiga-  '  tion  is  that  in  the  opinion  of  counsel  for 

tion,  and  the  explosion  occurred,  and  lives    the    owner    it    was    necessary    that    the 

were    lost.       Now,    why    did    not    the    Government  should  take  further  steps  in 

insurance  company  press  home  the  result  |  order  to   secure  greater  immunity  from 

of  their  examination  1    The  reason  must  j  danger  to  the  general  public.      I  do  not 

be   obvious   to  the  mind  of   every   hon.    know  what  line  the  Government  intend 

Gentleman.     It   was  because  they    were  \  to     pursue     with     reference     to      this 

afraid  of  losing  custom.    The  competition  ;  Bill,     but    I    think     they    cannot     rest 

in  this  class   of   insurance  is  excessively    content     with      things     as     they     are. 

keen,  and  if  they  had  pressed  the  result  of  ,  They   cannot   feel    satisfied    in   allowing 

their  examination  upon  the  attention  of    the  present  condition  of  things  to  remain. 

the  owner  of  the  Iwilers  the  result  might  j  What  we  desire — and  it  is  the  sole  object 

})e  that  he  would  withdraw  his  custom.    I  j  we  have  in  view — is  to  prevent  the  b>ss 

fear  if  we  are  to  leave  this  question  solely  1  of  life  and  suffering  which  often  follow  in 

to   be   dealt  with  b}'-  voluntary  corpora-  i  consequence  of  these  explosions,  and  we 

tions  and  associations  we  will  not  achieve  1  are  not  disposed  to  complain  of,  or  finil 

the  result  which,  at  all  events,  the  pro-  |  fault  with,  any  method  or  machinery  that 

moters  of  this  Bill  have   in  view.     It  is  j  may  l)e  adopted  so  long  as  that  object  is 

not   punishment    we    seek ;  we   seek   to    attained.     What  we  desire  is  that  some 

prevent  explosions  and  the  suffering  and    method  may  be  adopted,  whether   by  a 

loss  of   life  that  frequently  follow  them.  {  Government    Department    oi*    by    local 

Take  another  typical  case — the  Halifax    corporations     and     insurance      societies, 

case — which  occurred  on  the  23rd  of  May,  1  whereby  our  view  may  be  attained.     Wo 

J/r,  FeniHck. 
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are  not  disposed  to  complain  of  the  i  density  of  our  towns  where  boilers  are 
nietbod  or  the  machinery  by  which  that  i  for  the  most  part  used,  the  range  of 
object  is  achieved.  Furthermore,  on  my  i  destruction  from  boiler  explosions  is  in- 
owa  responsibility,  I  would  suggest  that,'  creasing  every  year.  If  every  boiler  were 
probably  the  l>est  course  that  can  be  taken  built  strong  enough  originally,  and  if  it 
will  lie  for  the  Government  to  allow  this  were  preserved  from  weakening  by  cor- 
Bill  and  the  two  other  Bills  which  stand  ;  rosion  as  time  goes  on  and  skilfully 
on  the  Order  Paper  to  have  Second  Read-  tended,  I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying 
ing,  and  that  the  whole  subject  be  referred  that  there  would  be  practically  no  boiler 
to  a  Select  Committee,  which  would  l>e  explosions.  These  conditions  obtain  in 
able  to  take  evidence  from  persons  directly  ,  the  Navy,  and  in  the  mercantile  marine 
concerned,  and  which  would,  after  taking  partly  by  legislation  and  partly  by  volun- 
full  evidence,  no  doubt  arrive  at  a  con-  tary  effort,andtheyalsoobtain  in  the  great 
elusion  which  would  commend  itself  to  railway  companies  and  other  large  con- 
the  Government.  Doubtless  if  this  course  \  cerns.  But  though  in  the  Navy  and  the 
be  taken  we  shall  be  able  to  get  a  Bill  mercantile  marine  and  in  the  best  of  our 
which  will  lead  to  a  considerable  improve- '  factories  there  is  comparative  safety,  yet 
ment  on  the  existing  state  of  things.  In  i  in  the  agricultural  and  traction  engines, 
this  sense  I  therefore  appeal  very  con- '  and  the  boilers  of  the  humbler  class  of 
lideutly  to  hon.  Members  on  both  sides  factories  and  works,  there  is  great  danger, 
of  the  House  to  gi\e  this  Bill  a  Second  ,  and  I  venture  to  say  that  there  are  iu 
I^teading,  together  with  the  two  other  i  those  cases  a  larger  number  of  accidents 
Bills  on  the  Order  Paper,  so  that  the  ,  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  boilers 
whole  subject  may  be  referred  to  a  Select  |  used.  I  would  point  out  that  the  only 
Committee.     I  beg  to  move.  Sir.  legislation    of    a    preventable    character 

I  applicable  to   the   mercantile   marine  as 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  |  regards  boilers  is  that  applying  to  ships 
**  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second  :  which  carry  twelve  or  more  passengers, 
time."  I  In  those  cases  a  l)oiler  must  be  inspected 

j  by  a  Board  of  Trade  officer,  and  the  ship 

Sir  FORTESCUE  FLANNERY  (York-  j  must  be  licensed,  but  a  railway  boiler 
shire,  Shipley) :  I  very  gladly  associate  i  which  might  be  used  to  drive  a  train 
myself  with  a  great  deal  of  the  lucid  and  j  carrying  five  hundred  or  more  passengers 
excellent  speech  of  the  hon.  Gentleman  ;  has  absolutely  no  Gt)vernment  inspection, 
who  moved  the  Second  Reading  of  this  !  and  its  safety  is  dependent  entirely 
Bill.  At  the  same  time,  there  is  a  wide-  on  the  skill  of  the  railway  com- 
spread  opposition  to  the  Bill  and  to  the  pany's  engineers.  Again,  a  stationary 
general  principles  which  underlie  it.  I  boiler  may  be  placed  in  the  immediate 
have  no  doubt  the  House  will  hear  neighbourhood  of  a  crowded  thorough- 
reasons  against  the  general  idea  of  a  Bill  i  fare,  and  an  agricultiu^l  boiler  may  l>e 
of  this  character,  which  may  or  may  not  placed  in  the  midst  of  a  crowded  farm- 
carry  conviction.  I  -do  not  share  in  that  yard  in  harvest  time,  and  there  are  no 
opposition,  and  while  opposing  certain  j  other  precautions  against  saving  life  other 
parts    of     the     Bill     now     under     con-  \  than  the  liberality,  good  faith,  and  sense 


.sideration,  I  desire  to  pronounce 
myself  a  supporter  of  the  general 
principle  of  the  measure — namely,  further 


of  responsibility  of  the  owners  of  the 
boilers.  Unfortunately,  in  these  cases, 
juries  almost  invariably  bring  in  a  verdict 


provision  for  the  protection  of  life.  No  |  of  impreventable  accident,  and  even  in  the 
one  who  has  studied  this  question  can  .  Redcar  case,  which  has  been  referred  to 
have  failed  to  anive  at  two  conclusions,  j  by  my  hon.  friend,  where  it  was  admitted 
First,  that  there  is  a  great  and  lamentable  i  by  the  counsel  for  the  defendant  that 
loss  of  life  each  year  from  boiler  explo- 1  different  arrangements  beforehand  would 


sions ;  and  second,  that  these  explosions 
are  almost  entirely  preventable.  It  is 
very  seldom  indeed  that  a  boiler  is  found 
in  an  isolated  position.  In  the  nature  of 
the  case  it  is  always  either  surrounded  by 
factories  or  bv  railway  passengers,  or  by 
H  considerable  portion  of  the  general 
public,    and,     with     the   ever-increasing 


have  prevented  the  explosion,  the  jury 
practically  stated   that  it  was    an    un- 

Freventable  accident.  On  the  other  hand, 
venture  to  declare  in  the  strongest 
mamier  that  there  is  scarcely  a  single 
boiler  explosion  which  is  in  the  nature  of 
an  unpreventable  accident,  and  I  chal- 
lenge the  hon.  Member   for  South-west 
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Manchester,  who  laughs,  to  disprove  1  voluntary  associations  are  all  engineers, 
that  almost  the  entirety  of  such  ex-  and  under  these  circumstances  I  am  sur- 
plosions  can  be  prevented  beforehand,  \  prised  to  find  in  the  measure  a  clause 
either  by  the  boilers  themselves  being  '  limiting  the  inspectors  to  boiler  makers 
in  first-class  condition,  or  by  having '  who  have  l>een  apprenticed  and  who 
entirely  skilled  persons  who  would  be  ^  have  worked  for  five  years  at  least.  If 
careful  as  well  as  skilled  in  the  manage-  that  clause  were  insisted  on  it  would 
ment  of  the  boilers.  reduce  the   sphere  of  appointments    not 

only  to  one  trade  but  to  one  trade  society. 


and  I  think  that  even  the  workers  them- 
selves would  see  that  that  would  l>e  a 
lamentable  state  of  tnings.  However,  I 
am  glad  to  see  that,  no  matter  what  iiiav 
Sir  FORTESCUE  FLANNERY  :  1 1  be  the  result  of  this  debate,  the  mover  of 
desire    to    say  that  the  great  majority,  i  the  Bill  and  those  who  act  with  him  have 


.Mr.  galloway  (Manchester,  S.W.) : 
Does  my  hon.  friend  say  all  accidents 
are  preventable  1 


and     practically     the    whole     of     these  [  consented  to  the  abolition  of  this  limita- 


accidents,  are  due  to  preventable  causes, 
and  are  due  either  to  the  condition 
of  the  boiler  or  the  lack  of  care 
and  skill  in  its  management.  I  would 
further  point  out  that  there  are  already 


tion,  and  accepted  the  principle  of  the 
appointment  of  all  persons  who  are  com- 
petent. That  there  is  a  need  for  moi-e 
reform  is  illustrated  by  the  fact  that  the 
House    has  at    this  moment  under  con- 


large   numbers  of  inspectors  engaged  in  I  sideration  no  less  than  four  Bills  dealing 
this  work  of  examining  boilers,  such  as  I  with  the  question.     There  are  Bills  of  the 


those  employed    in  the   Admiralty,   the 
mercantile   marine,    Lloyd's,    and    those 


hon.  Baronet  the  Member  for  North-we^t 
Manchester,  the  hon.  Member  for  Stock - 


employed  by  the  great  boiler  insurance  |  ton,  the  present  Bill,  and  the  Factory  Bill 
companies.  These  inspectors  do  their  ;  lately  introduced  by  my  right  hon.  friend 
work  extremely  well,  and  if  the  owners  |  the  Home  Secretary,  which  contains  a 
of  all  the  small  second-hand  boilers  which  j  clause  which,  so  far  as  I  understand  it, 
are  used  under  steam*  would  enter  volun- 1  provides  that  every  boiler  owTier  shcdl 
tarily  under  the  care  either  of  the  Govern- 1  obtain  a  certificate  of  safety,  and  that  that 
ment  inspector  or  of  the  inspector  of  these  ;  certificate  shall  be  registered.  If  that  is  so, 
societies,  then  with  proper  regulations  i  then  the  Government  measure  resembles 
by  the  Government  there  would  be  no  ^  very  much  the  provisions  of  the  Bill  of 
need  for  this  Bill.  But  it  is  to  of  the  hon.  Baronet  the  Member  for  North  ■ 
protect  the  public  and  the  better  class  of  I  west  Manchester,  and  that  is  a  policy 
manufacturers,  who  take  every  precaution,  which  will  commend  itself  to  many  other 
without  regard  to  expense,  for  safety  as  '  hon.  Members.  I  would  suggest  that  each 
well  as  to  protect  the  workers,  that  legis-  '  of  these  four  Bills  contains  in  it  .s<jme- 
lation  of  this  kind  is  necessary.  There  is  |  thing  that  is  good,  and  I  therefore  support 
no  doubt  whatever  that  the  competition  i  the  suggestion  that  they  should  all  l>e  re- 
amongst  boiler  insurance  companies  in  '  ferred  to  a  Select  Corftmittee.  The  (jues- 
certain  isolated  cases  has  had  a  harmful  !  tion  is  not  easv  of  solution.  There  mav 
effect  on  the  precautions  for  safety.  And  !  be  either  compulsion  or  voluntaryism.  If 
it  is  clear  that   if  the    boiler   insurance    voluntaryism,  it  would  be  of  the  nature 


companies  put  pressure  on  their  customers, 
to  the  great  inconvenience  of  manufac- 
turers, they  risk  the  chance  of  losing  their 
business,  and  by  passing  such  a  measure 
as  this  we  will  remove  such  a  source  of 
danger  from    competition.      But,    while 


admitting  this,   I  fear  that  if  the  Bill  is    chosen   by    the    boiler    owner,  with   his 
passed  in  its  present  state  the  army  of  .  certificate   deposited    with    the   Guvern- 


of  compulsion  in  regard  to  these  propo- 
sals in  providing  that  a  certificiite  of 
safety  is  necessary  to  be  deposited  bv  the 
boiler  owner;  but  whether  that  compulsion 
shall  be  brought  alx)ut  by  means  of  a 
Government  inspector,  or  by  inspectors 


inspectors  would  be  increased  to  an  '  ment,  it  seems  to  me  that  there  is  iu> 
alarming  and  urmecessary  extent,  and  I  j  alternative  to  having  some  reform  either 
do  not  think  the  promoters  of  the  measure  i  in  one  direction  or  the  other.  I  sincerely 
have  sufficiently  considered  this  point,  hope  that  the  Home  Secretary  will  agree 
Then,  again,  the  inspectors  who  are  at  to  refer  the  whole  question  to  a  Select 
present  appointed  to  do  this  work  by  the  '  Committee,  which  would  be  a  selective 
Admiralty,  the  Board  of  Trade,  and  the  i  committee,  and  which  could  take  out  f)f 

Sir  Foi'ksaie  Flannery, 
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these  Bills  all  that  is  good  in  them,  and 
produce  a  good,  substantial,  sound,  work- 
ing measure.  I  hope  the  Home  Secre- 
tary will  not  consider  that  it  would  be 
undignified  to  refer  even  a  Grovernment 
measure  to  a  Select  Committee,  and  if 
this  is  done  I  hope  it  will  be  the  com- 
mencement of  a  reform  which  is  very 
urgent,  and  would  be  distinctly  useful 
not  only  to  employers  and  workers,  but 
to  the  general  public,  in  the  interests  of 
safety. 

♦Mr,  EMMOTT  (Oldham) :  I  think  any 
new  Member  of  this  House  who  ventures 
for  the  first  time  to  address  it  may  reason- 
ably claim  its  sympathy,  unle«s  his  nerves 
happen  to  be  made  of  cast  iron.  But 
in  this  case  I  claim  a  peculiar  sympathy, 
because  the  subject  before  the  House  is  a 
dry,  difficult,  and  complicated  one.  The 
Bill  which  has  been  introduced  in  a  very 
able  and  moderate  speech,  has  objects 
with  which  I  think  all  of  us  have  the 
utmost  sympathy.  The  safety  of  the  life 
and  limb  of  the  great  industrial  classes  of 
this  country  is  an  object  for  which  not 
only  employers  of  labour,  but  also  legis- 
lators, ought,  I  think,  to  l>e  very  careful. 
In  regard  to  this  matter  of  boiler  ex- 
plosions, a  matter  to  which  I  have  given, 
from  force  of  circumstances,  very  consider- 
able attention,  I  must  say  my  o^vn  opinion 
is  that  there  is  still  a  case  for  further 
legislation ;  and  although  I  do  not 
sympathise  with  most  of  the  provisions  of 
the  Bill,  I  must  say  on  the  general 
question  I  consider  it  is  high  time  that 
the  matter  was  settled.  Some  thirty 
years  ago,  in  1870,  a  Select  Committee 
was  appointed  to  consider  the  question 
of  boiler  explosions.  That  Committee 
was  reappointed  in  1871,  and  reported  in 
that  year.  Amongst  the  recommendations 
of  that  Committee  there  were  :  first,  the 
duty  of  a  steam  user  to  procure  a  trust- 
worthy boiler  with  proper  fittings.  They 
decided  against  the  principle  of  com- 
pulsory inspection  on  certain  grounds 
which  they  gave.  The  first  was 
that  explosions  at  that  time  occurred 
in  one  out  of  every  2,000  boilers 
in  use.  The  second  was  that  these  often 
arose  from  causes  with  which  inspection 
had  nothing  whatever  to  do.  And 
another  ground  was  that  any  measure  of 
compulsory  inspection  would  tend  to 
lessen  the  responsibility  of  the  owner  and 
user  of  the  boiler.  Now,  when  the  ex- 
plosions of  steam-generating  boilers — for 


it  is  the  question  of  steam-generating 
boilers  that  the  Committee  considered — 
are  one-fifth  or  one-sixth  of  what  they 
were  at  that  time,  and  when  during 
the  intervening  thirty  years  the  numl)er 
of  steam  -  generating  boilers  has  enor- 
mously increased,  the  House  is  asked  to 
commit  itself  to  the  principle  of  compul- 
sory inspection.  I  do  not  object  to  that. 
It  is  a  testimony  to  the  increasing 
humanitarian  feeling  of  the  time — a  feel- 
ing which,  in  an  age  often  accused  of 
being  sordid  and  money  grubbing,  is,  I 
think,  very  much  to  our  credit.  Eleven 
years  later,  in  1882,  the  Boilers  Explosion 
Act  was  passed,  and  in  that  Act  there  is  a 
very  extraordinary  definition  of  a  boiler. 
Itis— 

"Any  closed  vessel  used  for  generating 
steam,  or  for  heating  water  or  other  liquids,  or 
into  which  steam  is  admitted  for  heating, 
steaming,  boiling,  or  other  similar  purposes.' 

That  definition  of  a  boiler  includes  not 
only  steam-generating  boilers,  but  it  in- 
cludes also  steam  pipes,  stop  valves,  steam 
engine  cylinders,  and  evaporating  vessels, 
such  as  tar  cylinders,  ammonia  stills,  etc. 
There  were  certain  kinds  of  boilers  not  in- 
cluded in  that  Act  of  1882,  such  as  boilers 
on  steamships,  and  lx>iler  explosions,  into 
which  an  inquiry  might  be  held  under 
the  Coal  Mines  Regulation  Act  of  1872 
and  the  Metalliferous  Mines  Regulation 
Act  of  1872,  were  also  excluded. 
There  was  also  excluded  from  the 
purview  of  the  Boilers  Explosions  Act 
railway  boilers.  But  the  remark- 
able point  about  that  Act  was  that 
although  there  was  such  an  elaborate 
and  extended  definition  of  a  boiler,  there 
was  no  definition  whatever  of  a  boiler 
explosion,  and  at  the  present  moment  we 
remain  without  any  definition  of  what  a 
boiler  explosion  is.  In  1890  there  were  cer- 
tain sections  of  boilers  excluded  from  the 
purview  of  the  Act  of  1882  included  among 
the  boilers  with  which,  in  futui'e,  the  Board 
of  Trade  had  to  deal.  Having  dealt  with 
the  history  of  matter,  I  will  refer  for  a 
few  moments  to  the  statistics  to  which 
the  hon.  Member  for  the  Wansbeck 
Division  has  referred,  the  statistics  com- 
piled by  the  Board  of  Ti-ade.  These 
statistics,  I  venture  to  say,  are  of  little 
use  to  any  but  experts.  I  do  not,  of 
course,  mean  to  bring  any  charge  against 
those  who  have  tabulated  these  statistics. 
I  have  as  high  an  opinion  as  any  Gentle- 
man on  the  front  l>ench  ns  to  the  way  the 
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members  of  the  Civil  Service  perform  as  regards  the  actual  Bill  before  us,  we 
their  work,  and  therefore  I  do  not  bring  are  narrowed  down  to  the  consideration 
any  charge  against  them  in  regard  to  the  ;  of  these  seven  explosions  and  of  13-4 
manner  in  which  these  statistics  are  com-  .  deaths,  which  is  the  average  number  that 
piled.  But  anyone  who  has  studied  these  have  occurred  on  land  auring  the  la«t 
statistics  with  any  knowledge  of  the  five  years  which  this  Bill  would  have 
question  must  have  seen  that  in  the  affected  at  all.  Now,  although  the  Board 
earlier  years  after  1882  there  were  of  Trade  statistics,  unless  carefully 
obviously  a  large  number  of  what  are  analysed,  cannot  help  us  very  much,  there 
called  boiler .  explosions  under  that  Act  '  are  certain  statistics  kept  by  the  boiler 
which  were  not  reported  and  therefore  insurance  companies  and  other  agencies^ 
not  taken  cognisance  of  by  the  Board  and  these,  as  regards  steam-generating 
of    Trade.      I    state    that     not    merely    boilers,  show  very  clearly  that  explosions. 


})ecau8e  of  the  number,  but  from 
?xamining  the  character  of  the  accidents, 
fn  the  earlier  years,  for  instance, 
there  were  no  investigations  by  the 
Board  of  Trade  into  such    accidents    as 


and  particularly  deaths  resulting  from 
them,  have  enormously  decreased  during: 
the  last  thirty  years.  Any  faults  in  thejie 
statistics  arise  from  acts  of  omission  as 
regards   the   earlier  years,  and   therefore 


the  failure  and  explosion  of  steam  pipes    in  reference  to  the  main  argument  I  am 
and  valves.     Since  1890  ships,  of  course,    making,  any  correction  of  these  statistics, 
have  come  into  the  purview  of  the  ex-  j  would  tend  to  intensify  the  reduction  and 
plosions  into  which  the  Board  of  Trade    not  to  diminish  it.    From  1866  to  1875  the 
inspectors  had  to  inquire,  and  therefore    average  number  of   explosions  in  steam- 
the  statistics  for  the   purposes   of   com-    generating  boilers   was    56    per  annnm« 
parison   are   more    or    less    vitiated    by    causing   63*6   deaths.     In  the  ten  years, 
the     fact.      There     is     another     matter  .  from  1888  to  1897  the  average  number  of 
which   tends  to  upset  them  imless  you  '  explosions    in    steam-generating    boilers 
allow  for  it,  and  that  is  that  in  every  hard    was  28*3,  causing  1*45  deaths.  Therefore^ 
winter  there   are  always  a  large  number  I  I   say  it   is  very  clearly  proved  to  any- 
of    explosions    in   circulating    hot-water  i  one  who  looks  into  the  matter  fairly  that^ 
boilers  in  churches,  etc.,  which  would  not  I  in  spite  of  the  faults  of  the  present  system, 
occur  in  a   mild   winter.     In   the  years    an  enormous  improvement  in  respect  of 
1893-4  there  were  twenty-three  such  ex- '  steam-generating  boilers  has  taken  place. 
plosions,  and  in   1894-5  twenty-seven  of  i  Well,   Sir,    what    are   the   facts  at   the 
these  explosions  in  hot-water  circidating  '  present  time  1    I  think,  as  regards  inspec- 
boilers,   although   in  the  f  ollo\ving  year  ;  tion,  it  will  be  generally  agreed  that  there 
there  was  not  one  inquired   into.     These  |  are  90,000   to  100,000  steam-generating 
statistics,  like  all  other  statistics,  if  they    boilers  inspected  and  insured,  and  there 
are   fairly  used   may   be  of  value,  and    I    are,    perhaps,    50,000     to     60,000    the 
have  endeavoured  to  tabulate   the  results  i  majority  of  which  are  not  inspected,  and, 
of  the  last  five  years  as  fairly  as  I  have  ,  of  course,  not  insured.      But  even  if  we 
been   able  to  do  so.     The  result  of  that  I  suppose  that  the  total  number  of  steam- 
tabulation  is  that  the  average  number  of  |  geneiuting    boilei*s    in    this    country     is 
explosions  on   ships  during  the   last  five    150,000,  and  if  we  assume   that  half  of 
years  is  6*2,  causing  nine  deaths,  and  out  I  that    number    only    are    inspected    and 
of  these  explosions  an  avei-age  of  four  of   insured,   and  half    are    not,   the    details 
the  boilers  in  question  were  under  inspec-   that  we  can  find  from  the  Board  of  Trade 
tion  by  the  Board  of  Trade  or  by  Lloyd's.  |  returns   of  explosions   in    those    boilers 
I  mention   that  to  show  that  inspection  ,  insured    and    inspected    and   those    not 
cannot  do  everything  in  regard  to  this  ;  insured  and  uninspected  are  very  remark- 
matter.     The  average  annual  number  of   able.      There    have    been    about    seven 
explosions  in   boilers  upon  land  during    explosions  per  annum  of  boilers  insured 
the  last  five  years  was  13'6,  causing  24*6  j  and     inspected,    and    there    have    been 
deaths.     There  were  seven  out  of  these  :  twenty-one  or  more  explosions  in  boilers 
thirteen  explosions  that  inspection  might  i  not  inspected.     Therefore,  although  there 
have   prevented,  and  which  caused  13*4  I  could  not  possibly  be  more  than  half  of 
deaths,   and  five  explosions,  with    1 1  '2  I  the  boilers  of  the  country  not  inspected 
deaths,  concerning  which  no  inspection,  i  at  the  present  time,  it  is  manifest  that 
however  competent  and  thorough,  could    the  great  majority  of  explosions  oociu*  in 
possibly  have  prevented  ;  so  that,  as  far   those  boilers  which  are  not    inspected. 

Mr,  EmmotL 
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That  is  an  argument  in  favour  of  com- '  attention  is  the  definition  of  boilers,- which 
piilsory  inspection.     The  insurance  com- '  is   the   same   as   that  of   the   1882  Act. 

panics  have  been  more  or  less  attacked  in  It  is  further  provided  ,in   the   Bill   that 

regard  to  this  matter,  although  I  acknovv-  each  boiler  must  be  registered  imder  a 

ledge  the  moderation  of  the  hon.  Member  separate  number,  and  the  maker's  name 

for  Wansl)eek.      I  think  I  ought  to  tell  must  be  marked  upon  it.     If  a  boiler  in- 

the  House  that  I  am  a  director  of  one  of  eludes,  as  it  woidd    under  this  Bill,  not 

the  boiler  insurance  companies.     In  fact,  only  a  steam-generating  boiler,  but  ever* 

that  is  the  reason  I  have  had  to  look  into  range  of  steam  pipes,  every  stop  valve, 

the  m.itter  so  closely,  and  I  think  it  is  every  cylinder,  every  evapomting  vessel 

only  fair    to  those    companies    to    state  in  which  steam  is  used  in  this  country,  I 

that,    having    looked  into    this    matter,  must  say  the  Bill  presents  us  with  rather 

out  of  the  seven  explosions  per  a  large  order;  and  I  must  say  that  it 
annum  in  boilers  which  were  inspected 
and  insiu'ed  only  about  two  could  possibly 
have  been  prevented  by  inspection ; 
whilst  there  were  five  that  arose 
fi*<mi  faults  in  attendance  with  which 
inspection  could  not  deal.    That  is  to  say, 


would  be  very  difficult,  if  not  almost  im- 
possible, to  work  this  Bill  satisfactorily. 
In  the  next  place  the  Bill  insists  on  two 
complete  examinations  in  the  course  of 
twelve  months.  I  would  appeal  to  the 
opinion  of  any  practical  experts  on  this 


if  there  are  some  80,000  boilers  at  the  matter  whether  one  inspection  in  the 
present  time  inspected  and  insured,  '  twelve  months  is  not  sufficient  in  any 
not  more  than  one  in  each  40,000  ex-  .  ordinary  case.  Where  there  is  any  kind 
ploded  in  the  course  of  every  year  in  which  of  danger  inspectors  certainly  ought  to 
inspection  could  have  prevented  the  explo-  [  have  the  right  of  insisting  upon  having 
sioiL  I  think  that  is  a  remarkable  result  as  another  inspection ;  but  in  the  ordinary 
regards  insurance  companies,  and  a  result  way  one  inspection  in  a  year  is  amply 
in  regard  to  which  those  companies  may  |  sufficient  for  the  purpose.  Sub-section  4 
feel  that  they  have  done  a  considerable  I  of  Clause  5  of  the  Bill  gives  an  inspector 
service  to  boiler  owners  and  users.  The  power  to  stop  any  unsafe  boiler.  The 
statistics  with  regard  to  foreign  nations,  question  of  tne  safety  of  boilers  is  a 
which  I  am  sony  to  say  we  do  not !  highly  technical  matter,  and  there  are  no 
possess  in  any  complete  form,  are  by  no  i  standards  of  safety  at  the  present  time 
means  satisfactory.  The  statistics  with  !  recognised  by  experts.  If  you  give  an 
regard  to  France,  where  there  is  compul- 1  inspector  the  power  to  stop  a  boiler  at 
sory  Government  inspection,  show  some-  any  moment  he  chooses,  do  let  us  have  a 
thing  like  one  explosion  in  every  3,000  definite  standard  of  safetyi  The  boiler- 
1  toilers.  I  am  free  to  admit  that  insurance  ^  makers  clause  I  need  not  allude  to, 
companies  do  not  cover  the  ground  at  the  I  because  the  hon.  Member  does  not  defend 
present  time.  In  the  first  place,  inspection  t  it.  I  wonder  whether  the  House  knows 
is  not  compulsory,  and  in  many  cases  the  |  what  the  cost  of  this  measure  is  likely  to 
very  worst  boilers  still  remained  unin- 1  be.  There  are  estimated  to  be  in  this 
spected  in  this  country.  Then,  in  the  country  some  150,000  steam-generating 
second  place,  inspectors  of  voluntary  boilers,  and  if  you  are  to  include  all  the 
associations  cannot  insist  upon  any  other  kinds  of  vessels  that  would  come 
change.  The  only  remedy  insurance  <  within  the  definition  of  this  Bill,  you 
companies  have  is  to  refuse  to  insure  must  multiply  that  by  three,  and  there 
boilers ;  and  that,  I  may  say,  from  my  own  i  would  be  at  least  from  450,000  to  500,000 
personal  knowledge,  they  do  very  largely.  '  vessels  in  this  country  which  would  come 
l..astly,  on  that  point  the  inquiries  neld  under  this  Bill.  The  cost  of  inspec- 
by  the  Board  of  Trade  in  regard  to  boiler  tion  and  registration  of  these  boilers 
explosions  have  been  of  enormous  i  could  not  be  less  than  SOs.  each, 
assistance  in  inducing  owners  to  have  and  would  probably  be  nearer  £2, 
their  boilers  inspected,  and  in  many  cases  |  therefore  I  estimate  the  cost  of  this  Bill 
insured.  That  is  important,  because  ;  to  the  country  to  be  somewhere  between 
they  have  shown  what  danger  may  arise  |  three-quarters  of  a  million  and  a  million 
from  these  boilers  to  which  no  proper  ]  of  money.  I  do  not  know  whether, 
inspection  is  applied  from  time  to  in  a  year  when  such  enormous  de- 
time.  I  am  really  delaying  the  House  ■  mands  have  been  made  upon  the 
too  long.  May  I  say  one  word  about  the  public  exchequer,  the  Chancellor  of 
Bill   itself  ?     One   matter  that    requires  I  the  Exchequer  would  welcome  or  agree 
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to  such  a  demand  as  that.  At  any  rate,  \  *SiR  ALFRED  HICKMAN  (Wolver- 
with  regai-d  to  the  Bill,  I  think  it  would  '  hampton,  W.) :  I  have  listened  to  the 
be  a  pity,  speaking  from  the  position  of  speech  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Wansl)eok 
those  who  are  owners  of  factories  and  in  moving  the  Second  Reading  of  this 
works,  if  the  Board  of  Trade  inspectors  ,  Bill,  and  recognising  the  moderation  of 
were  introduced  into  the  factories  of  this  his  statements  and  his  earnest  desire  to 
country.  I  see  the  right  hon.  the  Home  secure  the  safety  of  human  life,  if  I 
Secretary,  and  I  am  glad  he  has  taken  '  thought  this  Bill  would  in  the  least 
this  matter  in  hand.  In  conclusion,  all  degree  attain  that  object,  I  would  be  its 
the  figures  and  arguments  I  have  used  '  warmest  supporter.  But  I  believe  the 
point  to  the  increased  excellence  of  the  contrary,  and  therefore  1  am  here  to  move 
present  system  where  good  inspection  is  that  it  be  read  a  second  time  this  day  six 
made  ;  but  if  inspection  is  not  compulsory,  •  months.  The  hon.  Member  said  in  his 
the  worst  boilers  will  escape  inspection.  ,  very  fair  speech  that  it  was  not  necessaiy 
This  subject  is  highly  technical.  Firatly,  for  him  to  prove  that  every  boiler  ex- 
there  is  the  rjuestion  of  the  definition  of  a  plosion  was  preventible,  and  he  claim eti 
boiler;  and  secondly,  no  definitionof  a  boiler  that  if  there  was  even  one  exception 
explosion,  and  no  standard  of  safety.  But'  to  the  rule  that  boiler  explosions  are 
there  is  the  further  question  whether  an  not  preventable,  then  his  case  was 
extension  of  the  present  Acts  would  not  made  out.  I  join  issue  with  him  there, 
be  sufficient  to  meet  the  case  before  us.  I  hold  that  it  ought  to  l)e  proverl 
There  is  a  case  for  inquiry,  and  I  entirely  that  boiler  explosions  would  be  pre- 
agiee  that  a  Select  Committee  will  best  ^  vented  by  this  Bill.  The  hon.  Member 
meet  the  case.  My  own  suggestions  with  quoted  a  Report  by  Mr.  Gray,  whieh 
regard  to  this  question  are,  that  the  re-  stated  that  we  ought  not  to  consider 
sponsibility  of  the  boiler  owners  should  explosions  accidental,  when,  in  fact,  they 
be  more  clearly  expressed  and  made  are  never  accidental.  I  quite  agree  that, 
known  to  them.  I  think,  in  the  case  of  practically  speaking,  nearly  all  cases  of 
any  explosion  which  causes  loss  of  life  boiler  explosion  are  not  accidental.  They 
there  ought  to  l)e  a  formal  investigation  ;  are  caused  in  a  gi*eat  many  instances  by 
and,  in  the  second  place,  the  onus  should  the  negligence  or  the  want  of  skill  of  the 
rest  on  the  boiler  owner  of  showing  that  persons  attending  to  the  boilers,  or  by 
the  boiler  was  of  suitable  constniction  for  negligence  on  the  part  of  those  who  use 
the  pressure  used,  and  that  it  was  properly  '  them.  But  this  Bill  would  not  have  the 
maintained  ;  that  it  was  regularly  in-  effect  of  preventing  negligence  of  any  of 
spected  by  a  competent  man,  and  that  it  \  these  persons.  Again,  Mr.  Grav's  liep>rt 
was  also  attended  to  by  a  competent  man.  unfortunately  refers  to  steamship  boilei*s 
We  are  in  the  dark  as  yet  as  to  the  only  which  are  mostly  inspectecl  by  the 
precise  proposals  of  the'  Home  Secretary  Department, 
in  his  Factory  and   Workshops  Bill.     I ! 

am  led   to  imagine,   from   what  he  said  ,    ♦Mr.  FENWICK  :  No. 
when    he    introduced    that     Bill,     that 

his  proposals  are  probably  as  work-  ♦Sir  ALFRED  HICKMAN :  Then  I 
manlike  and  feasible  as  any  yet  withdraw  that.  The  hon.  Member  for 
put  before  the  House.  But  we  Wansbeck  referred  to  a  sad  explosion  of 
have  to-day  to  deal  with  the  Bill  of  |  a  boiler  which  was  60  feet  long.  Every- 
the  hon.  Member  for  Wansbeck.  If  it  bodv  knows  now  that  a  boiler  60  feet 
is  a  question  of  taking  that  Bill  or  not ,  long  is  quite  unfitted  for  general  work  ; 
taking  it,  I  must  say  I  am  against  it,  '  but  until  that  explosion  took  place  that 
but  if  it  is  a  question  of  passing  it  'pro  fact  was  not  realised.  Nobody  thinks 
forma  in  order  that  it  may  lie  sent  to  a  nowadays  of  putting  in  a  Innler  GO  feet 
Select  Committee,  or  a  question  of  the  long,  and  I  venture  to  say  that  there  is 
Home  Secretary  promising  a  Committee  no  such  boiler  at  work  in  the  United 
without  passing  any  of  that  Bills  dealing  Kingdom  at  the  present  moment.  I  con- 
with  the  subject,  then  I  am  in  favour  of  '  tend  that  a  Board  of  Trade  inspector  is 
such  a  course.  I  apologise  to  the  House  »ot  likely  to  be  a  better  judge  of  the 
-     ,      .  ,        ,  ,    .     safety   of    a   boiler  than    the    inswctor 

for  having  trespassed  so  long  upon  their  i  appointed  by  the  boiler  owner  himself, 
time,  and  thank  them  for  the  patience  I  Qne  of  the  great  causes  of  these  accidents 
with  which  they  have  listened  to  me.  i  is  corrosion,  but  corrosion  is  not  >isiblo 

Mr.  Emmott,  * 
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from  outside  inspection.  It  can  only  be 
ascertained  by  drilling  a  hole  through  the 
boiler,  and  the  person  who  has  the  l>oiler 
in   charge,   who   knows   the   age   of  the 


exemption  of  the  locomotive  ])oilers 
of  railway  companies;  but  I  would 
submit  that  their  turn  will  come 
next   if   this    Bill    becomes    law.      The 


lK)iler  and  the  woiik  it  has  done,  is  better  hon.  Member  for  Oldham  estimated 
able  to  judge  when  this  is  necessary  than  a  the  number  of  steam-generating  lx>ilers 
j>er8on  who  knows  nothing  about  it  and  j  in  the  country  at  150,000,  and  he  said 
has  never  seen  it  until  he  goes  to  inspect  it.  i  that  this  Bill  would  include  a  large 
The  hon.  Member  for  Oldham  spoke  of  j  number  of  vessels  containing  steam,  not 
the  inspectors  of  the  insurance  companies  i  boilers  in  the  technical  sense,  making 
not  being  able  to  insist  on  their  recom- ,  altogether  between  500,000  and  600,000, 
mendations  being  carried  out ;  but  and  that  these  would  have  to  be  inspected 
although  they  cannot  insist  nominally,  |  five  times  every  year.  Now,  every  time 
practically  they  can  do  so  ;  because  if  any    that  one   of  these  boilers  or  vessels  was 


boiler  owner  refused  to  carry  out  his 
recommendation  and  an  explosion  were  to 
take  place,  and  someone  were  killed  as  the 


inspected  travelling  expenses  would  be 
incurred;  and  it  would  be  an  under 
estimate   to   put  the  cost   of   each  such 


result,  the  jury  would  take  a  serious  view  I  inspection  at  10s.  So  that  instead  of  the 
of  that  man's  position,  and  in  all  pro-  inspection  provided  for  in  the  Bill  costing 
l)ability  find  him  guilty  of  manslaughter,  a  quarter  of  a  million,  it  would  be  a 
There  are  a  large  number  of  boilers  of  I  million  and  a  quarter  or  a  million  and  a 
steamships  inspected  by  Government  j  half.  I  quite  agree  that  if  such  a  demand 
Departments.  In  1899  there  were  sixty-  was  made  upon  the  Chancellor  of  the 
eight  explosions  of  steamship  boilers,  and  !  Exchequer  he  would  probably  not 
in  twenty-six  of  these  cases  an  inspection  like  it  very  much.  In  my  opinion 
had  been  made.  That  is  38  per  cent,  of  '  this  Bill  is  certainly  calculated  to  form  a 
the  whole  number  of  l)oiler  explosions,  I  pension  fund  for  boiler  makers.  [Mr. 
but  the  number  of  steamship  boilers  is  by  j  Fenwick  dissented.]  I  quite  recognise 
no  means  38  per  cent,  of  the  total  that  the  hon.  Member's  object  is  to  save 
numl>er  of  boilers.  Why  should  this  |  human  life,  but  I  speak  of  the  effect  of 
House  take  from  the  proper  person,  that  |  the  Bill.  Again,  the  registration  provided 
is,  the  owner,  the  responsibility  for  the  for  in  the  Bill  would  be  extremely  costly 
safety  of  his  boilers  ?  He  is  better  able  ;  and  troublesome,  and  could  be  of  no 
to  judge  of  its  safety  than  any  inspector  '  possible  use  on  earth  that  I  can  conceive 
of  the  jBoard  of  Trade.  Every  explosion  I  of.  Inspection  may  be  of  some  use,  but 
is  now  thoroughlv  inquired  into  by  a  re-  I  cannot  see  what  can  be  the  use  of  regis- 
presentative  of  tfie  Government,  and  the    tration.     Then  the  Bill  provides  that  the 


boiler  owner  is  not  only  liable  to  a 
heavy  fine  if  in  fault,  but  is  held 
criminally  respoasible  in  the  event  of  loss 


makers'  names  are  to  be  put  on  every 
boiler.  But  in  a  great  many  cases  this 
would   be  impossible,  because  ownei*s  of 


of  life.  That  responsibility  would  be  boilers  have  frequently  no  conception  who 
taken  away  if  this  Bill  is  passed  into  law.  made  them,  and  it  would  be  very  diffi- 
The  number  of  accidents  that  happen  to  i  cult  to  trace  out  their  genealogy.  Then 
boilers  are  very  small,  compared  to  those  i  the  premises  in  which  boilers  are 
that  happen  in  the  streets  of  London  ,  placed  are  to  be  registered  under  this 
every  day.  [An  Hon.  Member  :  No !]  j  Bill.  That  implies  that  the  Iwilers 
How  would  hon.  Members  like  to  have  ]  cannot  be  used  in  any  other 
their  horses  and  coachmen  inspected  '  premises ;  but  there  are  many  lx)ilers  that 
every  day  t  i  are  semi-portable,  and  are  these  never  to 

'  be  used  after  this,  in  different  premises 

Mr.  MADDISON    (Sheffield,   Bright-  [  from  which  they  were  fii-st  placed,  in  the 

side) :  They  could  not  inspect  my  coach-    case,    for  instance,   of  a   breakdown    of 

man.  |  machinery  1     It  is  provided  that  in  cer- 

I  tain   British    ships  the  boilers  are  to  \>e 
*SlR  ALFRED  HICKMAN  :  The  hon.  I  subject  to  the  same  inspection  as  Ixnlers 
Member  may  inspect  mine.     I  strongly 
suspect  that  the  reason  for  the  exemp- 
tion  of  domestic  boilers  is  to   avoid  as 

much  opposition  to  this  Bill  as  possible,  ;  Are  they  to  come  into  a  British  port  five 
and   the    same    remark  applies    to    the  |  times    a     year    to     have     their    boilers 

I 


on  land.  But  there  are  British  ships 
which  go  on  long  voyages,  and  do  not 
come  into  a  British  port  once  in  a  year. 
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inspected  ?  It  is  certain  that  steamship 
owners  would  object  to  that.  Again,  the 
Bill  piovides  that  if  an  inspector  pro- 
nounces a  boiler  not  siife,  and  makes 
certain  recommendations  in  regard  to  it, 
the  owner  must  not,  even  if  these  recom- 
mendations are  carried  out,  use  that 
Innler  until  the  inspector  has  seen 
it  again.  Now,  the  inspector  may  be 
])usy  elsewhere,  and  may  not  be  able  to 
make  the  second  inspection  for  many 
days,  and  are  the  works  of  the  boiler 
owner  to  stand  idle  all  that  time? 
Another  objection  I  have  to  the  Bill  is 
that  no  provision  is  made  for  an  appeal 
against  the  decision  of  the  inspectors. 
Inspectors  are  human  after  all,  and  are 
likely  to  err  very  much  on  the  safe 
side,  so  that  their  decision  may  l)ecome 
an  insupportable  burden  to  boiler  owners. 
I  understand  that  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Home  Secretary  has  introduced 
a  Factories  and  Workshops  Bill,  which 
will  deal  with  this  question.  I  thoroughly 
agree  that  some  inquiry  should  be 
made,  and  I  should  not  oppose  a 
general  reference  to  a  Select  Committee. 
But  I  am  opposed  on  principle  to 
such  Bills  as  are  now  before  the 
House.  If  the  hon.  Members  in  charge 
will  agree  to  withdraw  these  Bills  on  the 
understanding  that  the  Home  Secretary 
will  appoint  a  Select  Committee  to  in- 
quire into  the  whole  matter,  it  might  be 
possible  to  bring  about  really  useful 
legislation.  I  beg  to  move  that  the  Bill 
be   read  a   second     time     this   day   six 

months. 

I 

Mr.  galloway  :  The  motion  which  j 
my  hon.  friend  has  made  is,  I  think,  an 
extremely  regrettable  one,  if  he  will  for-  \ 
give  me  for  saying  so ;  because  if  he 
proceeds  to  a  division  it  will  put  those 
who  generally  act  with  him  in  a  position 
that  they  must  vote  against  him. 

♦Sir  ALFRED  HICKMAN  :  I  have  no 
intention  of  pressing  my  motion  to  a 
division  if  it  is  understood  ihat  all  the 
Bills  relating  to  this  subject  are  to  be  re- 
ferred to  a  Select  Committee,  or  that  the 
promoters  of  these  Bills  will  withdraw 
them,  accepting  the  assurance  of  the 
right  hon.  the  Home  Secretary  that  he 
will  appoint  a  Select  Committee  to  in- 
quire into  the  whole  question,  and  I  hope 
that  the  latter  coui*se  will  be  taken. 

Mr.  GALLOWAY:  That  explanation 
was  desirable,    otherwise   it   might  have 

Sir  Alfred  Hickman. 


been  thought  that  the  hon.  Gentleman 
desired  to  burke  discussion  and  to  pre- 
judice the  inquiry  which  I  understand  the 
Government  are  going  to  concede.  When 
these  various  Bills  appeared  on  the  Paper 
I  immediately  put  down  a  motion  for  a 
Select  Committee,  for  I  am  sure  that 
everybody  who  has  considered  this 
question  must  have  felt  that  anything 
that  could  be  done  to  avoid  a  single  ex- 
plosion, to  prevent  a  single  accident,  or 
to  save  a  single  life  ought  to  be  done,  no 
matter  what  the  inconvenience  of  carrying 
out  such  a  recommendation  would  lie. 
The  hon.  Member  for  Shipley  suggested 
that  all  these  explosions  arose  from  pre- 
ventable causes.  If  that  were  so,  I 
venture  to  think  that  they  ought  not  to 
be  called  accidents  at  all.  But  I  do 
not  believe  that  is  the  case.  I 
believe  that  many  of  them  do  arise 
from  absolutely  unpreven table  caused. 
What  is  required  is  some  system  by  which 
very  great  precautions  should  be  adopted, 
and  in  many  cases  these  accidents  would 
then  be  prevented.  The  hon.  Member 
for  Wolverhampton  has  pointed  out  a 
great  many  objections  to  the  Bill,  with 
many  of  which  I  cordially  agree,  and 
pointed  out  that  there  were  many  points 
for  the  consideration  of  a  Select  Com- 
mittee. Whether  compulsory  insurance 
Is  the  only  other  remedy  I  am  not  pre- 
pared to  say,  because  however  anxious  the 
insurance  companies  might  be  to  inspect 
boilers  thoroughly  they  could  not  cover 
the  whole  of  the  ground.  What  they 
undertake  is  well  done,  and  naturally 
must  be  well  done  in  their  own  interest, 
but  they  cannot  cover  everything.  I  hope 
this  Bill  will  not  be  pressed  to  a  Second 
Reading,  but  that  the  right  hon.  Grentle- 
man  the  Home  Secretary  will  undertake 
that  a  Select  Committee  shall  l>e 
appointed  to  consider  the  whole  question. 
If  he  can  see  his  way  to  give  us  such 
an  assurance,  and  that  the  Committee 
shall  be  appointed  at  once,  I  think  hon. 
Gentlemen  would  be  well  advised  not  to 
press  this  Bill  further. 

♦Mr.     SPEAKER:     Does    the     hon. 
Gentleman  second  the  rejection  ] 

! 

Mr.  galloway  :  No,  Sir. 

•  *Mr.  SPEAKER:  I  assumed  that  he 
proposed  to  do  so,  or  I  should  not  have 
called  on  him. 
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Mr.     GALLOWAY:     I     beg 
pardon,  Sir,  and  I  apologise. 


yonr 


Colonel  PILKINGTON  (Lancashire, 
Newton) :  I  rise  to  second  the  rejection 
of  this  Bill.  The  hon.  Member 
for  the  Wan8l>eck  Division  has  made 
a  careful  speech, 
pointed  out  that 
objects  of  the  Bill 
life  and  property. 


ni 


which    he    has 
one     of     the    first 
is   the  protection  of 
Although  I  feel  that 


all  of  us  are  desirous  of  the  safety  of  the 
workpeople     throughout     the     countiy, 
and    wherever    the    scope    of    the    Bill 
may  come  in,  still  I  think  the  debate  has 
shown    us,    so      far,      that     the    work- 
people    are      wondei-fully      safeguarded 
even  at  present.     The  speech  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Oldham  in  this  House  was 
not  only  an  able  speech,  but  it  conclu- 
sively showed  a  very  great  decrease  in 
the  number  of  accidents  and  the  niunber 
of    deaths  from    explosions.      When  we 
consider  the  enormous  number  of  boilers 
and  machinery  in  use  from  fifty  years  ago 
until  now,  the  number  of  deaths  seems  now 
to  be  brought  almost  to  vanishing  point, 
and  the  question  arises  whether  legisla- 
tion of  the  kind  suggested  in  this  Bill  is 
advisable.      I    do     not    see     that     this 
Bill  woiJd  have  any  beneficial  effect.     It 
does  seem  to  me  that,  unless  some  very 
strong      reason     can      be      shown     for 
the    passing    of    this     Bill,    we     ought 
to    hesitate    very   seriously,   because    it 
has    been    shown    by    former    speakers 
that     not     only     is      the     number    of 
accidents  very  small,  but  the  expense  to 
the  country  associated  with  the  proposals 
put  forward  would  be  very  great.     It  was 
estimated  by  one  speaker  at  three-quarters 
of  a  million  and  by  another  at  a  quarter 
of  a  million.     Whatever  the  amount,  it  is 
clear  that  the  expense  involved  would  be 
very   great.     Surely   there    are    reasons 
whv^  we   should    hesitate.      In   the  first 
place,  we  have  legislation  which  has  been 
passed  from  time  to  time,  and  which  is 
carried  into  effect  by  inspectors  of  mines 
who  are  under  the  Home  Secretary,  and 
those  connected  with  mines  and  collieries 
are  continually  having  visits  from  these 
inspectors  and  having    recommendations 
from  them,  and  we  are  certainly  looked 
after  and  inspected  in  a  most  close  and 
careful  way.     If  it  is  not  a  question  of 
collieries  and  mines,  we  come  imder  the 
observation  of  Her  Majesty's  Inspectors 
of  Factories.     They  enter  works  coming 
iuider  the  Act  whenever  they  like,  ana 


the  inspection  is  continuous  and  has  been 
now  for  many  years.  On  top  of  all  this 
legislation  you  have  the  Workmen's  Com- 
pensation Act,  which  places  the  manu- 
facturers under  the  necessity  in  their  own 
interests  of  seeing  that  their  plant  is  in 
every  way  up  to  the  mark,  because  if 
there  should  be  any  death  or  accident 
owing  to  the  plant  not  being  good,  the 
employer  of  labour  has  to  pay  compensa- 
tion to  the  workman  or  his  friends.  Then 
there  is  another  point  which  I  hope  will 
come  before  the  Select  Committee,  and 
that  is  the  question  whether  the  inspectors 
to  be  appointed  ought  to  be  under  the 
Board  of  Trade.  We  have  Her  Majesty's 
Inspectors  of  Mines  and  Factories,  antl 
they  are  a  most  efficient  body  of  men, 
and  it  seems  to  me  that  inspection 
of  l)oilers,  if  there  is  to  be  any, 
ought  to  come  either  under  the  Inspec- 
tors of  Mines  or  the  Inspectors  of 
Factories.  With  new  inspectors  under  the 
Board  of  Trade  it  would  happen  with 
some  people  that  they  would  have  three 
sets  of  inspectors  coming  into  their 
works.  There  is  another  reason  whv  I 
think  the  suggestion  made  about  the 
Select  Committee  is  a  desirable  one. 
When  any  change  is  made  in  the  law  in. 
this  matter  it  ought  to  be  the  result  of  a 
Bill  brought  in  by  the  Government. 
What  manufacturers  and  colliery  pro- 
pnetors  feel  is  that  when  changes  of  the 
law  under  such  heads  are  considered, 
they  ought  to  come  not  as  the  result  of  a 
private  Joill,  but  as  a  Bill  brought  in  by 
the  Government.  I  trust  this  will  be  the 
case  with  this  subject  when  it  is  considered, 
and  that  when  it  is  legislated  upon  it 
will  be  done  by  the  Government.  I 
quite  understand  and  thoroughly  appre- 
ciate some  of  the  suggestions  made  by 
the  hon.  Member  who  moved  the  Second 
Reading  of  this  Bill ;  but  it  is  because  I 
desired  to  express  these  views  on  the  sub- 
ject that  I  rose  to  second  the  rejection  of 
the  Bill. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  To  leave  out  the  word  *  now,'  and  at  the 
end  of  the  Question  to  add  the  words '  upon 
thi«  <lay  six  months.'  " — {Sir  Alfred  Uu-k- 
man,) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  word 
*  now '  stand  part  of  the  Question." 

Mr.  JONATHAN  SAMUEL  (Stock- 
ton) :   Whenever  there   is  a  suggestion 
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made  for  an  improvement  of  the  law  in 
reference  to  the  personal  qualifications  of 
lx)iler  attendants  or  for  the  improvement 
of  registration  and  inspection,  we  can 
always  depend  on  the  hon.  Member  for 
West  Wolverhampton  to  move  the  rejection 
of  the  Bill.  I  think  the  hon.  Member  for 
Wansbeck  has  made  out  a  strong  case  for 
the  principle  of  this  measure,  and  I  felt 
it  was  no  use  attempting  to  argue  the 
case,  because  the  Gfovernment  in  the 
new  Factory  and  Workshops  Bill  have 
admitted  the  necessity  of  a  change 
in  the  law  with  respect  to  the  registra- 
tion and  inspection  of  boilers.  When  we 
look  to  the  matter  of  local  administration 
with  reference  to  infectious  diseases,  or 
the  inspection  and  registration  of  lodg- 
ing houses — wherever  human  life  is  at 
stake,  as  it  is  at  stake  in  those  two  cases 
— the  Government  have  insisted  that 
human  life  should  be  protected  and  that 
there  should  be  registration  and  inspec- 
tion. Now  in  this  case  anyone  who  has 
read  the  reports  of  the  inspectors  under 
the  Act  of  1882  must  admit  that  year  by 
year  the  case  is  made  stronger,  not  only 
for  the  Bill  which  is  before  the  House 
at  the  present  time,  but  also  for  the  Bill 
of  which  I  am  in  charge — that  is  %vith 
respect  to  the  personal  qualification  of  the 
men  in  charge  of  boilers.  I  think  to 
strengthen  the  case,  if  it  were  necessary 
to  strengthen  it,  there  is  the  report 
of  an  inquest  held  at  Sheffield 
on  23rd  November  last  year  with  respect 
to  a  boiler  explosion  which  took  place  in 
that  town,  when  eleven  lives  were  lost. 
There  was  very  important  evidence 
brought  before  that  inquest,  and  the  re- 
commendation and  summing  up  of  the 
coroner  was  so  strong  that  he  expressed 
the  opinion  that  the  time  had  arrived 
when  Government  should  take  action  in 
this  matter  so  as  to  bring  about  the  regis- 
tration and  inspection  of  boilers.  When 
I  introduced  my  Bill  in  1897  the  Under 
Secretary  for  the  Home  Department 
stated  in  reply  on  behalf  of  the  Govern 
ment  that  if  we  could  show  where  acci- 
dents occurred  through  the  lack  of  per- 
sonal qualification  of  the  attendant,  or 
anything  that  would  save  human  life  or 
injury  to  any  person,  he  would  endeavour 
to  bring  in  a  measure  to  repair  the  defect 
in  the  law.  Here  is  a  case  I  have  in 
addition  to  that  1  have  already  quoted — 
the  explosion  which  took  place  in  Sheffield 
— where  seven  lives  were  lost,  and  where 
the  coroner  expressly  commented  on  the 

Mr,  Jonathan  Samuel. 


want  of  legislation  in  this  matter.  In 
reference  to  the  very  able  and  cogent 
speech  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Oldham — 
a  speech  which  the  House  listened  to  with 
a  very  great  amount  of  pleasure,  because  it 
showed  a  thorough  grasp  of  the  whole  sub- 
ject— there  were  certain  conclusions  which 
I  think  we,  who  support  this  measure, 
are  entitled  somewhat  to  challenge.  He 
spoke  of  the  enormous  cost  which  would 
be  entailed  if  the  Board  of  Trade  were  to 
undertake  the  inspection,  and  he  fixed  it 
at  between  £750,000  and  £1,000,000.  I 
am  given  to  understand  at  the  present 
time  that  when  inspection  takes  place 
under  any  of  the  insurance  companies 
the  charge  averages  30s.  per  boiler,  and 
that  cost  is  paid  by  the  owners  of  the 
l)oilers.     ["  No."]     By  whom  then  1 

An  Hon.  Member:  The  insurance 
companies,  and  they  put  it  on  the  pre- 
mium. 


Mr.   JONATHAN  SAMUEL :    They 

give  a  certificate  showing  that  the  boiler 

is  safe.     What  I  was  going  to  point  out 

is   this  :  I   demur  entirely  to  that  esti- 

mate,  because  it  is  a  most  extravagant  one. 

["  No."]    Well,  I  have  some  experience  of 

boilers  myself.  I  think  it  would  be  a  very 

easy  matter  for  an  inspector  to  inspect 

a  number  of  boilers  without  putting  the 

Government  to  a  cost  of  SOs.  per  boiler. 

["  No."]     In  any  case,   suppose  that  the 

Government  did  undertake  to  do  this  work 

free  of  cost  to  the  owners  which  they  are 

at  present  called    upon   to  pay,  then    I 

say     it    is    an     argument      in     favour 

of     the     Government    undertaking    this 

work.       I    am    quite    sure     the    right 

hon.  Gentleman  the  Home  Secretary 
would  not  introduce  the  principle  of  this 
Bill  in  the  new  Factory  and  Workshops 
Bill  which  the  other  evening  he  announced 
his  intention  of  doing,  imless  the  Govern- 
ment had  taken  into  consideration  the 
cost  and  had  foreshadowed  what  the  ex- 
pense would  be.  But  in  any  case  I  think 
the  House  will  agree  that  when  we  can 
save  human  life  ana  injury  to  individuals 
and  destruction  of  property,  then  it  is 
right  that  the  Government  should  do  it 
whatever  the  cost  may  be.  I  would  like 
to  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  one 
question.     I  am  in  charge  of  the  Bill  the 
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Second  Reading  of  which  was  carried  in 
1897.*  It  is  the  fifth  or  sixth  year  of  it. 
That  is  the  Bill  in  reference  to  the  personal 
ilUHlihcation  of  boiler  attendants.  I  have 
4|Uote<l  the  opinion  expressed  by  the 
Under  Secretary.  In  the  Barking  case 
last  year  there  were  ten  lives  lost,  I 
l>elieve  twenty-seven  were  injnred,  and 
there  was  great  destruction  of  property. 
In  the  Board  of  Trade  inquiry,  which  was 
a  very  lengthy  one,  they  found  that  the 
explosion  was  entirely  aue  to  ignorance 
and  want  of  proper  attention.  Now, 
here  is  a  case  where  it  is  brought  home  to 
the  Government  that  the  explosion  was 
entirely  due  to  the  fact  that  the  man  in 
charge  of  the  boiler  was  ignorant  of  his 
work.  I  want  to  know  from  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  whether  he  is  prepared  to 
accept  the  offer  that  has  been  made  by 
the  hon.  Member  for  Wansbeck — to 
accept  the  Second  Reading  of  my  Bill  and 
then  refer  it  to  a  Select  Committee,  so 
that  the  whole  question  of  registration, 
inspection,  and  personal  qualification  may 
]>e  taken  into  consideration. 

*SiR  WILLIAM  HOULDSWORTH, 
Bart.  (Manchester,  N.W.) :  It  seems  to 
me  that  there  is  a  consensus  of  opinion 
gradually  accumulating  that  this  subject 
on  which  we  are  engaged  this  afternoon 
should  be  referred  to  a  Select  Committee 
of  some  sort  or  other.  I  will  not  trespass 
on  the  House  except  for  a  few  moments, 
but  perhaps  I  will  be  allowed  to  say  a  few 
words.  I  am  inclined  to  think,  and  I 
think  it  is  agreed,  that  the  Bill  I  intro- 
duced in  1892  was  the  first  effort  to  deal 
with  the  question  at  all.  I  have  given  a 
good  deal  of  consideration  to  the  whole 
question.  I  am  in  thorough  agree- 
ment with  the  hon.  Gentleman  who 
moved  the  Second  Reading  of  the 
Bill,  and  others  who  have  spoken, 
that  the  time  has  arrived  when  some  addi- 
tional legislation  is  required,  and,  that 
being  the  case,  the  only  question  is 
what  form  that  legislation  is  to  take. 
There  are  some  who  think  that  some  ex- 
tension uf  the  present  Explosions  Act,  by 
which  an  investigation  by  the  Board  of 
Trade  is  made  is  sufficient.  I  acree  with 
those  who  feel  that  we  might  take  a  step 
further  forward  and  endeavour  to  prevent 
rather  than  inquire  into  an  explosion  after 

•  The  Steam  Engines  and  ]k)ileni  (Persons 
in  Charge).  Bill.  For  Second  Reading  Debate 
see  ThcrarliauieTitai^j  Debates  [Fourth  Series], 
Vol.  xlvL,  p.  025. 


it  has  taken  place.     I  think  since  1890 
great  good  has  arisen,  and  there  has  been 
a  decrease  in  the  number  of  explosions. 
At   the  same  time,  I  am  bound  to  say  I 
think    the  Bill  before  us  is  rather  too 
drastic — unnecessarily  drastic,  cumbrous, 
and    costly  —  and     would     provoke    an 
amount   of   opposition  which  will  defeat 
the  objects  of  the  hon.  Members.     A  Bill 
could  be  framed  which  will  produce  the 
same  effect — a  tentative  measure — with- 
out that  opposition  and  without  vexatious 
interference  with  trade.     What  we  reallv 
want,  in  the  first  place,  is  a  registration  of 
boilers.     The  introduction  of  inspectors  of 
the  Board  of  Trade  would  certainly  meet 
with  a  great  deal  of  opposition,  and  I  am 
not  quite   siu-e   that   they   are   the  best 
people     to     inspect     these     boilers.       I 
have    heard      criticisms    made     on    the 
boiler  insurance  associations.      I  believe 
they  have  done  an  immense  good  work 
in  this  direction,  and  I  think  they  would 
be  the  very  first  to  admit  that  they  are 
crippled  in  their  action,  and  camiot  do  as 
much  as  they  might  do  owing  to  the  cir- 
cumstances  in   which   they    are    placed. 
Reference  was  made  to  the  Redcar  explo- 
sion, in  which  it  was  stated  that  it  was 
under  the  inspection  of  one  of  the  boiler 
insurance  companies.     I  know  the  com- 
pany.    It  is  managed  by  able  men  with 
an  earnest  desire  to  do  their  duty.     It 
was  pointed  out  that  notwithstanding  this 
inspection  the  explosion  took  place.     But 
you  will  find  in  the  evidence  before  the 
Board  of  Trade  that  the  engineers  of  the 
lx)iler  insurance  company  had  impressed 
on  the  owners  over  and  over  again  that 
the  boilers  were  not  in  a  condition  to  be 
considered  safe.     The  company  to  which 
I  refer  actually  protested  against  these 
boilers    and     endeavoured    to    get    the 
owners  to   change   them,  but  they  were 
not  able  to  effect  that  object.     Whether- 
they  would  have  been  right  in  withdraw- 
ing their  insurance  I  am  not  able  to  say. 
It  is  verv  difficult  to  draw  the  line  and 
say  when  that  should  take  place.     If  they 
had  had   to  give  a  certificate  of    safety 
they  would  not  have  given  that  certifi- 
cate, and  that  would  at  once  have  brought 
the  whole  matter  to  a  conclusion.     I  am 
inclined  to  think  these  insurance  com- 
panies furnish  the  very  best  experts  to  be 
found  for  that  kind  of  work.    I  would  not 
suggest    that  it  should   be  limited  en- 
tirely to   them.      No    doubt    there  are 
many  local  engineers  who  would,  be  pre 
par^  to  inspect  and  give  certificates,  and 


•295 


Boilers  liffjidration 


{COMMONS}  tirul  Inspection  Bill.  296 


do  it  honestly.  With  regard  to  the  part 
withdrawn  in  reference  to  the  lx)iler- 
makers,  I  am  not  sure  that  they  are  the 
])est  experts  in  finding  out  faults.  Those 
engaged  daily  in  this  work  are  the  best 
experts  you  could  get.  Under  these 
circumstances  I  could  not  vote  for  the 
Bill  of  the  hon.  Member.  I  l>elieve  there 
are  other  ways  in  which  the  matter  might 
be  dealt  with.  As  the  matter  of  referring 
these  Bills  to  a  Select  Committee  has  been 
raised,  I  would  say  that  all  the  Bills  ought 
to  be  before  any  Committee  which  is  ap- 
pointed. I  was  of  opinion  at  one  time  that 
a  Select  Committee  was  not  necessary.  I 
think  the  Government  itself  might  frame  a 
Bill  that  would  give  general  satisfaction 
,with  the  materials  before  them.  But  if 
they  think  it  desirable  to  appoint  a  Select 
Committee  before  bringing  in  a  Bill  I  have 
no  objection  to  that.  I  think  that  it 
would  be  well  if  the  nght  hon.  Gentleman 
saw  no  objection  that  the  clause  he  has 
prepared  in  his  Factory  Bill  should  also 
be  referred  to  the  same  Committee. 

*Mr.  PROVAND  (Glasgow,  Black- 
friars)  :  An  hon.  Member  on  the  other 
side  said  the  Home  Secretary  should  agree 
to  refer  the  subject  to  a  Select  Committee 
on  condition  that  the  hon.  Meml)er  for 
the  Wansbeck  Division  withdrew  his 
Bill.  I  think  that  would  not  put  the  ques- 
tion forward  but  put  it  back.  Let  him  give 
my  hon.  friend's  Bill  a  Second  Reading 
and  refer  it  to  a  Select  Committee,  and 
then  send  the  other  Bills  on  the  Paper 
to-day  to  the  same  Committee.  The 
Committee  will  then  agree  upon  proper 
terms  for  a  Bill,  as  there  is  no  doubt  what- 
ever that  a  complete  case  has  been  made 
out  for  legislation  which  we  shall  accept 
in  such  a  form  as  the  Select  Com- 
mittee may  determine  and  advise  the 
House.  But  if  the  Bill  is  not  read  a 
second  time  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee, then  the  Committee  will  merely 
have  an  abstract  question  before  them, 
and  their  Report  will  leave  us 
little  further  forward  than  we  have 
been  for  many  years  past.  The 
question  has  been  longer  before  the  House 
than  the  hon.  Member  for  Manchester  has 
said.  It  has  been  before  the  House  since 
1 889,  as  I  introduced  a  Bill  in  that  year 
for  the  compulsory  examination  and 
registration  of  Iwilers.  I  therefore  would 
appeal  to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to 
ffive  my  hon.  friend's  Bill  a  Second 
Reading  and  send  it  to  a  Select  Com- 
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mittee.  We  should  then  have  this 
subject  put  before  us  in  the  form  of  an 
acceptable  Bill  which  would  bring  thte 
long  pending  question  to  a  conclusion. 

♦Mr.     RENSHAW     (Renfrew,    W.): 
While  I  sympathise  with  the  object  aimed 
at  in  the  Bill  of  the  hon.  Member  for  the 
Wansbeck   Division,   at  the    same   time 
there  are   two  sides    to    this   question. 
While  on  the  one  hand  it  has  been  argued 
that  great  advantage  would  accrue  from 
the  passing  of  a  Bill  of  this  kind,  and  that 
the  protection  would  be  greater  if  such 
a     Bill     l>ecame     law,     on     the     other 
hand     it     can     be    justly    argued    that 
the    passing    of    a    Bill    of    this    kind, 
instituting  a  general  system  of  inspection, 
would  diminish  individual  responsibility 
of  those  who  are  at  present  responsil>lo 
for  the  employment  of  lal>our.     It  is  not 
at  all  improbable  that  the  providing  of  a 
general  system  of  inspection  throughout 
;  the  country  would  diminish  that  sense  of 
individual  responsibility,  and  the  passing 
of  the  measure  would  reallv  and  trulv,  as 
regards   explosions,  not  be  preventative. 
The  admirable  speech  of  the  hon.  Meni- 
l>er  for  Oldham  was  an  interesting  con- 
tribution to  the  discussion  of  the  subject, 
and  I  should  like   to  recall  the  attention 
of      the      House     for     a     moment      or 
two    to   the     figures     he    gave.     I    do 
not  think  the  figures  placed  before  us   in 
regard  to  the  total  number  of  lx)ilers  in 
the  country  at  all  representative  of  the 
true  facts  of  the  case.     I  should  like  to 
point  out  that  the  definition  r)f  *'  Ixiiler  " 
in  the  Bill  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Wans- 
beck is  a  very  inclusive  one.     It  is  per- 
fectly obvious  that  the  definition  inclucies 
an  enormous  amount  of  machinerv  and 
vessels   throughout   the    country    which 
have   nothing  whatever  to  do  with  the 
generating  of  steam,  and  are  habitually 
worked  at  a  very  low  pressure.     I   see 
there  is  no  reference  in  this  Bill  to  the 
question  of  pressure.    Agricultural  l>oiler8 
would  come  under  the  operation  of  this 
Bill,    and   would    be   one   of    the    most 
important     items     in     the     expense     of 
working     the      Bill.      Speaking    as     an 
employer    of     labour      I      hesitate     t<i 
give   my  assent  to  the  inspection  of    all 
the  boilers  five  times  a  year  which  would 
come  within  the  scope  of  the  definition 
given   in    the   Bill,   however    subsidiary 
their  character  may  be.     An   inspection 
twice  a  year  would  involve  immense  ex- 
pense to  the  public  and  the  omplo^Tuent 
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«>f  an  immense  body  of  inspectors  to  '  introduce  a  fresh  staff  of  officials  you  will 
carry  out  the  work.  I  shall  give  an  '  certainly  duplicate  the  work,  and  you 
instance  as  regards  my  own  factory.  |  would  have  an  official  from  the  Home 
There  are  five  generating  steam-boilers,  Office  for  one  purpose  and  an  official  from 
but  there  would  certainly  l>e  over  a  hun-  •  the  Board  of  Trade  for  another, 
dred  vessels    subject  to   this  inspection  ' 

five  times  a  year.  I  am  quite  certain  *Mr.  JOHN  BURNS  (Battersea) :  So 
that  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  many  excellent  speeches  have  been  made 
would  be  very  unwilling  to  face  such  an  in  support  of  one  or  other,  and  in  some 
expenditure.  I  think  the  hon.  Member  I  cases  of  all,  the  Bills  dealing  with  1x)iler 
for  Oldham  said  it  would  cost ,  explosions  that  there  is  very  little  room 
jB750,000.  I  myself  believe  it  would  ,  for  one  to  add  much  to  the  discussion, 
involve  a  larger  expenditure  than  that,  '  and  consequently  I  shall  cut  out  many  of 
if  it  is  to  1)e  carried  out  in  such  a  manner  :  the  observations  I  had  intended  to  make  as 
as  it  ought  to  be.  In  land  boilers  the  i  to  the  necessity  of  something  being  done, 
average  number  of  accidents  in  the  last  I  I  would  appeal  to  the  Home  Secretary 
five  years  was  thirteen,  and  the  average  not  to  respond  to  the  appeal  of  the  hon. 
annual  number  of  deaths  six.  The  cost  of  Member  for  Renfrew  not  to  accept  the 
inspection  would  be  altogether  incommen-  .  Second  Reading  of  these  Bills,  and  to  let 
curate  with  the  result  to  be  accomplished,  .  the  Select  Committee  consider  the  whole 
The  hon.  Member  for  the  Wansbeck  '  matter.  I  would  be  pleased  to  hear  that 
Division  quoted  from  the  Report  of  Mr.  i  all  the  Bills  would  get  a  Second  Reading 
Gray,  but  I  wish  to  call  attention  to  the  '  to-day.  I  would  not  object  to  the  Bill  of 
fact  that  that  gentleman  was  an  the  hon.  Member  for  Stockton  ])eing 
inspector  of  the  Board  of  Trade  referred  to  the  same  Committee.  I  do 
\n  connection  with  marine  boilers,  and  not  think  that  well-informed  opinion, 
therefore  the  Report  and  the  deduction  and,  al)ove  all,  the  facts,  confirm  the  view 
drawn  from  the  Report  do  not  apply  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Renfrew  that  if 
when  dealing  with  land  boilers.  I  am  not  more  legislation  on  this  subject  is  resorted 
sure  that  the  admirable  speech  to  which  I  to  the  individual  responsibility  of  the 
have  already  referred  did  not  suggest  that  good  boiler  owner  will  be  diminished.  It 
there  was  another  method  by  which  some-  seems  to  me  that  the  hon.  Member  for 
thing  might  be  accomplishefi,  and  perhaps  Oldham,  in  his  admirable  speech,  by 
more  economically  and  eftectively,  and  ,  one  or  two  figures  knocked  the 
that  was  hy  a  compulsorv  system  of  ,  bottom  out  of  this  contention  altogether. 
Itoiler  insurance.  That  would  l>e  brought  I  recognise  his  authority  above  al; 
Ijefore  the  Select  Committee  for  considera-  others,  and  what  did  he  say  1  He  says 
tion  if  the  Committee  should  be  appointed,  that  seven  boilers  per  annum  exploded 
I  believe  the  Bill  to  be  MTong  in  principle,  that  were  insured  and  inspected,  and  that 
unfortunate  in  the  manner  in  which  it  has  twenty-one  boilers  neither  inspected  nor 
l>een  brought  out,  and  while  asbetween  the  insiu'ed  also  exploded.  Now  it  seems  to 
two  Bills  on  the  Paper  I  have  greater  me  that  on  such  excellent  authority  as  the 
admiration  for  the  Bill  of  the  hon.  Mem-  hon.  Member  for  Oldham,  we  have  here  a 
l#er  for  North-west  Manchester,  I  think  it  complete  and  direct  answer  to  the  fears  of 
would  be  much  better,  if  the  reference  is  the  hon.  Member  for  Renfrew.  The  hon. 
to  be  made,  that  it  should  l)e  made  as  Member  referred  to  the  case  of  agi-icul- 
broad  as  possible.  I  would  appeal  to  my  tural  boilers.  We  have  heard  to-day  from 
right  hon.  friend  the  Home  »Secretary  to  practical  men  that  if  there  is  one  class  of 
proceed  with  the  clause  dealing  with  this  boiler  which  ought  to  l)e  included  in 
subject  in  his  Factory  and  Workshops  boiler  inspection  and  registration,  surely 
Bill.  These  other  Bilb  suggest  that  the  it  is  the  agricidtural  boiler,  which  is  very 
system  of  inspection  is  to  l>e  carried  out  frequently  the  source  of  many  avoidable 
by  the  Board  of  Trade.  As  an  employer  explosions.  I  am  of  opinion  that  agri- 
of  labour,  I  would  urge  upon  the  atten-  j  cultural  l)oilers  are  the  most  fruitful 
tion  of  the  House  that  factories  at  present  !  source  of  explosion,  and  the  sooner  they 
are  entirely  under  the  Home  Office,  and  come  under  the  supervision  of  the  Board 
any  system  of  inspection  of  factory  boilers  ^  of  Trade  the  better.  I  agree  with  the 
should  be  under  the  Home  Secretary  and  Member  for  North-west  Manchester  in 
not  the  Board  of  Trade.  We  know  the  I  thinking  that  the  Government  have  got 
olficials  we  hare  to  deal  with.     If  you  '  material  for  a  Bill  this  session,  and  that 
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they  could  dispense  with  a  Select  Com- 
mittee. If  the  Home  Secretary  were  to 
take  the  Bills  now  before  the  House  and 
information  which  he  could  get  from  all 
quarters,  if  he  will  not  accept  a  Select 
Committee,  he  could  bring  in  a  Bill  which 
would  pass  through  this  session.  If  he 
does  not  introduce  a  Bill,  I  hope  all  the 
Bills  dealing  with  this  subject  will 
receive  a  Second  Reading.  An  hon. 
Member  has  stated,  on  his  authority 
as  a  director  of  a  boiler  insurance  com- 
pany, that  the  insurance  companies, 
which  he  claimed  did  their  work  very 
well,  positively  refused  to  insure  many 
boilers.  Now  the  question  I  want  to  put 
to  the  Home  Secretary  is  this  :  If  that  be 
tnie,  and  it  is  true,  those  boilers,  for  the 
very  reason  that  they  have  been  rejected 
by  the  insurance  companies,  ought  to  be 
inspected  by  some  competent  authority. 
I  tnink  the  time  has  arrived,  and  prac- 
tical men  in  the  House  will  recognise  it, 
when  someone  shoidd  do  something  in  a 
drastic  way  to  deal  with  boilers  disused 
and  rejected  by  good  owners,  and  rejected 
by  insurance  companies,  which  find 
their  way  into  the  hands  of  second-hand 
dealers.  There  are  in  London  and  in  the 
northern  towns  people  who  call  themselves 
engineers'  merchants,  but  their  proper 
name  should  really  be  scrap-iron  merchants. 
In  their  yards  can  be  seen  second-hand 
boilers,  unsafe,  and  exposed  for  sale 
for  long  periods.  Durmg  that  period 
those  boilers  had  been  subject  to  cor- 
rosion and  afterwards  they  are  sold  to 
other  people  and  small  manufacturers 
outside.  They  have  not  been  inspected 
by  an  insurance  company  or  Board 
of  Trade  official,  and  in  consequence 
of  ignorance  and  want  of  attention,  a 
boiler  which  should  have  been  originally 
condemned  and  broken  up  is  thus  very 
frequently  a  cause  of  an  explosion.  I 
appeal  to  the  Home  Secretary  to  insist 
upon  it  that  where  a  second-hand  boiler 
is  sold  after  rejection  by  a  large  manufac- 
turer, that  boiler  should  be  subjected 
before  being  put  into  use  again  to  a 
rigorous  test,  and  if  found  wanting 
should  be  condemned  and  broken  up  as 
being  incapable  of  being  used  at  all. 
Ably  as  the  hon.  Member  for  Oldham 
put  his  case,  I  am  not  so  sure  that  the 
ability  and  vigilance  of  the  insurance 
company  is  the  absolute  guarantee  for 
safety  that  is  often  assumed.  On  the 
contrary,  I  believe,  and  right  hon.  Gen- 
tlemen have  stated  it,  that  over-insurance 
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of  ships  led  to  unseaworthiness.  It  is  a 
well-known  fact  that  the  insurance  of 
children  in  some  cases  has  induced 
neglect  on  the  part  of  mothers,  and 
I  know  that  fire  insurance  in  some 
cases  has,  to  put  it  mildly,  stimulated 
combustion.  In  the  same  way  boiler 
insurance,  if  not  vigilantly  supervised,  and 
only  used  as  a  medium  for  collecting  pre- 
miums, might  induce  a  slackness  of  inspec- 
tion which  might  lead  to  a  few  explosionK. 
I  think  the  time  has  come  for  doing  some- 
thing to  prevent  boiler  explosions.  The 
whole  subject  offers  a  field  for  very 
careful  inquiry,  and  I  hope  the  Home 
Secretary  will  give  this  matter  his  sympa- 
thetic consideration.  I  cannot  share  the 
hon.  Member  for  Oldham's  view  in  regard 
to  his  antipathy  to  the  Board  of  Trade 
inspection.  I  would  prefer  inspectors 
who  were  appointed  by  the  Board  of 
Trade  or  the  Home  Office,  or  at  least  certi- 
fied by  a  State  Department.  I  a^ree  with 
the  hon.  Member  for  Renfrewsnire  that 
we  ought  to  have  unity  of  inspection,  but 
it  certainly  seems  to  me  that  it  would  be 
better  to  have  Board  of  Trade  or  Home 
Office  inspections  than  insurance  office 
inspections,  for  reasons  which  I  will  not 
go  into.  You  ought  to  insist  that  all  the 
companies*  inspectors  should  be  certified 
either  by  the  Board  of  Trade  or  by  the 
Home  Office,  and  if  that  were  done  I 
believe  some  good  would  be  efiected.  I 
object  to  this  optional  inspection  in 
one  of  these  Bills  because  it  enables 
owners  to  select  their  own  inspectors. 
This  destroys  the  principle  of  impar- 
tiality on  which  real  inspection  should 
be  based.  It  also  establishes  a  ver>' 
dangerous  principle.  If  we  adopt 
it  we  shall  have  mine  owners  asking 
for  it  to  be  applied  to  mines,  and 
railway  companies  will  be  asking  for 
the  same  thing,  and  if  they  succeed 
there  is  a  strong  probability  that  we 
shall  have  jerry-builders  and  slum- 
ownera  asking  for  inspectors  to  be 
approved  of  by  the  owners  of  insanitary 
houses.  If  inspection  is  necessary  in  the 
interests  of  the  community  the  inspectors, 
should  not  be  selected  by  a  section,  how- 
ever powerful  and  strong,  but  they  should 
be  selected  by  the  Government  in  the 
interests  of  the  whole  community.  My 
last  point  is  this :  I  agree  with  the  boiu 
Member  for  Oldham  that  we  ought  to- 
have  a  standard  of  safety,  and  the  sooner 
it  is  established  the  better.  I  do  not  see 
why  the  Home  Office  should  not  put  their 
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experts  at  work  to  establish  that  standard. 
I  think  we  ou^ht  to  have  a  definition  of 
what  is  an  explosion  in  order  to  prevent 
the  interpretation  that  is  often  given  to 
the  var}nng  statistics  presented.  It  seems 
to  me  that  the  Home  Office  and  the  Board 
of  Trade  should  not  allow  an  insurance 
company  to  do  what  ought  properly  to 
devolve  upon  it  in  the  matter  of 
notification  to  boiler  owners  when 
special  occasions  demand  advice.  We  had 
a  very  dry  summer  a  year  or  two  ago,  and 
there  was  a  diminution  in  the  amount  of 
water  usually  avaflable.  Water  was  got 
from  springs  and  from  wells,  where  the 
water  is  chemically  very  bad,  and  its  use 
increased  the  liability  of  explosions. 
When  we  have  a  very  dry  summer,  and 
improper  water  is  being  used  in 
boilers,  then  the  Home  Office  ought  to  do 
what  these  insurance  companies  did,  they 
ought  to  notify  all  the  steam  users  to  be  very 
careful  as  to  the  source  from  which  they 
drew  their  water.  I  support  the  hon. 
Member  for  Oldham  when  he  asks  that 
the  figures  should  be  brought  up  to  date, 
and  that  foreign  figures  should  be  made 
accessible.  I  trust  that,  whatever  is  done 
on  this  subject,  that  we  shall  not  have  the 
Select  Committeee  sitting  too  long,  be- 
cause practically  all  the  information  needed 
is  before  the  House  for  an  effective  Bill, 
and  whether  the  Home  Secretary 
promises  a  Bill  or  a  Select  Committee,  I 
cheerfully  note  the  wonderful  progress 
made  on  this  subject  and  the  unanimity 
with  which  manuSfacturers  and  representa- 
tives of  labour  have  agreed  in  a  most 
remarkable  way  about  the  facts.  They 
differ  as  to  the  remedies  to  be  applied, 
but  they  are  almost  unanimous  as  to  the 
advisability  of  a  Select  Committee,  and 
with  that  unanimity  I  hope  the  Home 
Office  will  give  a  S3rmpathetic  answer  to 
this  appeal,  and  that  we  shall  not  have 
to  wait  much  longer  before  we  have  an 
efficient  inspection  of  boilers  established. 

•The  secretary  of  STATE  for 
THE  HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Sir  M. 
White  Ridley,  Lancashire,  Blackpool) :  I 
think  it  is  right  that  I  should  now  intervene 
and  express  the  views  which  the  Groveni- 
ment  entertain  on  the  Bill  now  before  the 
House.  I  find  it  rather  strange,  as  the 
representative  of  the  Home  Office,  that 
I  should  be  dealing  with  a  Bill 
which  contains  enactments  affecting  the 
Board  of  Trade.  The  House  is  aware  that 
since  the  Boiler  Ejcplodon  Acts  have  been 


in  force  they  have  been  administered,  and, 
I  think,  administered  satisfactorily,  by 
the  Board  of  Trade.  At  the  same  time 
the  Depaitment  over  which  I  have  the 
honour  to  preside  has  to  deal  with 
factories  and  mines,  and,  therefore,  it  is 
most  reasonable  and  right  that  the  Home 
Office  should  take  some  considerable  part 
in  dealing  with  boilers,  for  many  are  likely 
to  be  found  in  those  places.  I  think  I 
have  shown  my  sense  of  the  desirability 
that  something  should  l>e  done  in  this 
direction  by  having  inserted  in  the 
Factory  Bill  which  I  have  had  the  honour 
of  introducing  to  the  House  this  session  a 
clause  which  deals  with  boilers  so  far  as 
factories  are  concerned.  The  House 
knows  that  there  are  several  Bills  before 
it  dealing  with  this  question  of 
boiler  inspection,  and  they  all  aim 
at  the  prevention  of  accidents  from 
the  explosion  of  boilers.  Throe 
of  the  Bills  deal  with  this  ques- 
tion by  seciuing  that  boilers  should  be 
inspected  periodically,  that  the  boiler 
itself  should  be  a  sound  and  well  made 
article,  and  well  looked  after  by  its 
owner.  There  is  also  the  Bill  of  the  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Stockton, 
which  has  been  before  the  House  for 
some  time,  and  which  upon  one  occasion 
passed  its  Second  Reading.  That  Bill 
deals  with  the  persons  in  charge,  and 
seeks  to  attain  security  from  accidents  by 
providing  that  the  persons  in  charge  of 
boilers  snould  be  properly  certificated. 
My  right  hon.  friend  the  Under  Secretary 
took  objection  to  such  a  provision  some 
time  ago,  and  though  the  House  affirmed 
the  principle  on  the  Second  Reading,  it 
did  not  ptoceed  any  further  with  the 
measure.  In  regaixl  to  the  Bill  l^efore 
the  House  I  should  be  prepared  to  argue 
that  if  it  only  meant  that  something 
might  be  done  upon  this  subject,  I  should 
have  no  objection  to  the  Second  Reading 
of  the  measure,  but  if  I  am  held  to  say 
that  I  approve  of  the  hon.  Member*s 
methods  of  dealiM  with  the  question  as 
embodied  in  the  Bill  I  should  oppose  the 
Second  Reading.  I  should  like  to  refer 
to  one  matter  which  the  hon.  Gentleman 
mentioned  in  his  speech  with  reference  to 
the  explosion  at  Barking,  which  caused 
the  loss  of  ten  lives  and  injury  to 
twenty-three  other  persons.  It  ought 
to  be  remembered  that  that  acci- 
dent might  not  have  been  affected 
in  any  degree  by  this  Bill.  The 
report    which    I    have    before    me    of 
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that  accident  shows  that  the  explosion 
was  not  caused  by  the  neglect,  incom- 
petence, or  carelessness  of  the  person  in 
charge,  but  was  attributable  to  the  fact 
hat,  under  what  appeared  to  be  orders  from 
che  manager  of  the  particular  works,  the 


careful  men  we  want  to  touch  at  all, 
but  it  is  the  worst  boilers,  because  they  are 
in  the  hands  generally  of  carele^w  or 
incompetent  or  impecunious  persons,  and 
not  being  properly  looked  after,  are  a 
source   of  risk   not   only  to  those  immc- 


safety  valve  had  been  improperly  arranged,  diately  in  charge  of  them  but  also  to 
and  in  consequence  of  that  the  explosion  those  residing  close  by.  I  observe  from 
took  place.     1  am  not  denying  that  there    the   last   report   made  by  the   Board  of 


are  explosions  caused  by  the  carelessness 
or  incompetence  of  the  persons  in  charge. 
The  hon.  Member  who  introduced  this 
Bill  in  a  very  moderate  and  sensible  speech 


Ti-ade,  that  in  eight  cases  out  of  sixty- 
eight  cases  last  year,  it  was  found 
by  the  court  dealing  with  the  facts 
put  before   them   that   there    had    been 


said  that  although  the  Boiler  Explosions  !  a     want     of     proper    care     which     had 


Acts  had  had  a  successful  effect,  still,  they 


caused  the  accident.     I  think  all  the  fact** 


had  not  done  everything,  and  that  now    before  us  justify  what  appears  to  l>e  the 


he  based  his  case  upon  the  fact  that  it  was 
admitted  that  the  periodical  inspection  of 
boilers  as  a  preventive  measure  was 
desirable,  and  that  it  was  not  sufficient. 


eneral  conclusion  of  the  House  that  it  Is 
desirable  to  provide  in  some  way  or  other 
that  some  means  should  be  devised  for 
providing  greater   security  against   acci- 


even  allowing  for  the  influence  brought  to  .  dents  from  boilers.  I  am  prepared,  there- 
l>ear  upon  employers  by  the  inquiry  of  fore,  on  behalf  of  the  Government,  to  assent 
the  Board  of  Trade  after  the  explosion  '  to  that  principle,  and  I  have  embodied  it 
had  happened,  that  there  should  be  '  in  a  clause  in  the  Factory  Bill  which  1 
only  that  Board  of  Trade  examination,  have  introduced,  and  which,  I  am  son-y  to 
I  think  he  was  right  in  saying  i  say,  has  not  yet  been  printed.  When  I  come 
that  this  has  had  a  very  consider-  |  to  the  provisions  of  the  particular  Bill  i»f 
able  effect.  I  listened  with  the  greatest  |  the  hon.  Member  I  confess  it  is  one  which 
interest  to  the  most  able  and  clear  presents  very  great  difficulties.  There  are 
speech  of  the  hon.  Gentleman  the  |  a  very  great  number  of  objections  to  l>e 
Member  for  Oldham,  and  I  congratu- '  taken  to  the  Bill  of  the  hon.  Mem}»er,  and, 
late  the  House  upon  his  accession  to  j  although  I  accept  it  as  meaning  that 
our  ranks.  I  understand  him  to  give  .  something  should  be  done  and  ong^i 
figures,  with  which  I  generally  agree,  that  |  to  be  done,  I  may  say  that  I  cannot 
in  spite  of  the  fact  that  there  has  been  an  conceive  of  any  Government  under- 
enormous  increase  in  the  number  of  '  taking  compulsory  Government  inspection 
l)oilers  since  the  passing  of  the  Boiler  ^  and  certifying  of  boilei*s  all  over  the 
Explosions  Acts,  it  was  right  to  say  that  United  Kingdom,  which  would  l)e  iieces- 
on  the  whole  there  had  been  a  decrease  in    sjirv   under   this   Bill.      I   am   confident 


the   number   of    accidents    and    in     the 
number  of  lives  lost  and  persons  injured 


that  no  Government  would  assent  to  that 
even  if  there  were  not  involved  in  it  the 


in  consequence,  partly,  of  the  operation  of  i  taking  away  of  the  responsibility  of  the 
those  Acts.  I  believe  that  is  so.  But  j  owner.  It  is  the  owner  and  the  person 
no  withstanding  those  facts  it  appears  to  ;  who  employs  the  steam  -  generating  or 
be  generally  admitted  to-day,  by  all  those  other  boilers  upon  whom  should  }>e 
who  have  spoken  in  the  House,  that  some-  thrown  the  responsibility  for  the  safety 
thing  more  might  be  done.  I  believe  that  •  of  the  boiler  which  he  uses.  It  is  a  far 
the  figures  which  the  hon.  Gentleman  j  different  thing  to  enforce  that  respon- 
gave  of  the  proportion  of  explosions  in  sibility  by  Government  inspection  fn)ni 
inspected  and  uninspected  boilers  respec-  taking  away  that  responsibility  altogether, 
tively  would  be  sufficient  to  convince  '  The  provisions  of  our  Factories  and 
many  of  us  that  it  is  desirable  in  some  ,  Mines  Acts  are  generally  based  upon 
way  to  secure  that  boilers  should  be  |  this  principle  :  that  you  lay  down  certain 
periodically  examined  and  tested,  and  '  regulations  which  must  l>e  conformed  to 
that  the  best  means  should  be  at  once  at  the  expense  and  upon  the  i^espon- 
taken  to  secure  that  they  shall  not  be  '  sibility  of  factory  and  mine  owners,  and 
unsafe  to  human  life.  The  hon.  Member  !  the  Government  inspectors  come  in  not  U) 
also  said  that,  in  any  system  of  boiler  \  give  a  certificate  but  to  see  that  the 
insurance  it  is  the  worst  boilers  that  provisions  of  the  law  are  complied  with : 
escape.     It  is  not  the  boilers  of  the  most    and  although  I  agree  that  it  is  desiraldo 
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that  the  Government  should  enforce  by  1  question  ought  to  be  dealt  with,  and  it 
proper  means  the  provisions  which  the  |  occurs  to  me  that  the  best  way  of  doing 
Liw  and  the  Government  mav  think  fit  to  \  it  would  be  to  have  a  Select  Committee, 
adopt  for  the  safety  of  our  boilers,  to  do  |  and  the  Government  are  prepared  to 
80  by  issuing  the  rules  which  are  to  be  undertake  to  propose  a  Select  Committee 
obeyed  and  providing  a  Government  in-  upon  the  whole  question.  I  think  it 
spection  is  a  very  oSfferent  thing  from  \  would  be  much  better  that  the  whole 
giving  a  certificate  which  will  relieve  I  question  should  be  so  referred,  rather 
the  responsibility  of  the  owner.  Part  |  than  a  particular  Bill  should  be  read  a 
of   the   Bill    of   the    hon.    Member    for    second  time  and  referred   to  that  Com- 


Stockton      deals      with      the     persons 
who  are  responsible  and  actually  engaged 
in  managing  those  boilers,  and  they  all 
deal  with  the  subject  in  the  way  of  com 
pulsory  inspection  or  registration.       As 
I  have  said,  it  appears  to  me  that  the  Bill 
of  the  hon.  Member  presents  very  consider- 
able difficulties  from  the  point  of  view  of 
relieving  the  owner  of  responsibility,  and 
it  contains  machinery   to  which  I  should 
not   like  in  principle  to  assent.     The  Bill 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  North-west   Manchester,    who    is    a 
pioneer  in  this  movement,  and  whose  Bill 
has  often  been  before  the  House,  proceeds 
rather  more  in  the  direction   of  throwing 
the  responsibility  on  the  owner,  and  the 
Bill  of  the  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for     Stockton      runs     upon     somewhat 
similar    lines.      As    regards    the    clause 
in   my     Factory     Bill    which,    perhaps, 
I  may   mention,    although   I    have    no 
right  to  insist  upon  it  in  this  debate,   I 
propose    to    follow     very     closely     the 
analogy  of  the   general   rules   under  the 
Coal  Mines  Act,  which  I  think  have  been 
satisfactory,  and  the  special  rules  which 
are,  under  the  Home  Office,  applicable  to 
cjuarries.     It  provides  that  every  boiler 
'must  have  attached  to  it  a  proper  safety 
valve,  steam  gauge,  and  water  gauge ;  that 


mittee,  because  in  that  case  the  Com- 
mittee would  be  then  compelled  to  pro- 
ceed within  the  lines  of  the  Bill.  With 
reference  to  the  clause  in  the  Factory  Bill 
which  I  have  introduced,  that  also  will 
come  under  the  discussion  of  the  Select 
Committee,  although  I  confess  I  very 
much  wish  that  that  clause  might 
have  become  law  this  session.  I 
still  hope  that  it  may  do  so,  and 
I  hope  that  the  Select  Committee  will  not 
take  so  very  long  considering  the  pro- 

r)sals  before  it  comes  to  some  decision, 
am  prepared  to  promise  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man, if  he  will  withdraw  his  Bill  and  not 
press  the  Second  Reading,  that  the 
Government  will  propose  a  Select  Com- 
mittee to  deal  with  the  whole  question, 
and  then  we  shall  be  in  a  position  to  con- 
sider all  the  proposals  which  are,  or  have 
been  recently,  before  the  House  in 
reference  to  this  matter,  and  I  trust  and 
hope  that  no  time  will  be  lost  before  the 
Committee  will  meet  and  the  subject  be 
dealt  with.  I  understand  that  the  Com- 
mittee would  have  power  to  send  for 
papers  and  take  evidence,  but  if  there  is 
any  difficulty  as  to  the  terms  of  the 
reference  I  will  undertake  that  there 
shall  be  referred  to  that  Committee 
3pecially  any  Bills  which  have  been  with- 


it   must  be  clciined  out    and   examined   drawn,  and  which  it  is  desirable  should  be 
internally  by  a  competent  person  at  least 
once  every  three  months  ;  that  it  must  be 
internally  and  externally  examined  by  a 


considered  by  that  Committee.  I  think 
the  Committee  would  be  in  a  better 
position  to  deal  with  the  whole  question, 


competent  engineer  at  least  once  in  every  I  for  it  would  then  have  before  it  all  the 


twelve  months ;  and  that  every  such 
safety  valve  and  gauge  must  be 
maintained  in  a  proper  condition,  and 
that  the  person  making  the  examination 
in  pursuance  of  the  section  must  forth- 
with enter  in  a  register  prescribed  for  the 


proposals  which  have  been  made  in  Par- 
liament, and  this,  I  think,  would  be  by 
far  the  most  satisfactory  way  of  dealing 
with  it. 

Mr.   BRYCE  (Aberdeen,   S.) :   There 


purpose  the  particulars  of  the  result  of  |  seems  to  be  a  general  agreement  and  a 


his  examination.  Then  there  is  a  penalty 
for  non-compliance  with  the  regulation. 
Of  course,  that  only  applies  to  factories, 
and  it  does  not  cover  the  general  ques- 
tion which  the  hon.  Member  desires  to 
deal  with.     I  think,  and  I  believe  it  is 


the  opinion  of  the  House,  that  the  general  I  explained  by  the  various  speeches  which 


general  opinion  tiiat  the  law  can  do  more 
to  prevent  these  accidents,  and  after  what 
has  been  said  by  the  Home  Secretary  it 
is  not  necessary  for  me  to  enter  into  a 
detailed  examination  in  regard  to  the 
remedies    suggested  in  this    Bill,  or  as 
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have  been  made.  I  think  one  may  fairly 
say  that  the  fact  that  there  are  three  or 
four  Bills  now  before  the  House  upon  this 
subject  shows  that  there  is  a  very  wide- 
spread interest  in  this  subject,  and  it  is 
quite  time  the  Government  took  it  up. 
We  are  in  these  cases  in  a  perpetual 
dilemma  between  Government  interfer- 
ence on  the  one  hand  and  the  danger  of 
removing  individual  responsibility  on  the 
other.  1  do  not  believe  it  will  ever  be 
possible  to  find  a  general  principle  to 
guide  us  satisfactorily  between  the  two 
extremes  of  this  dilemma.  All  we  can  do 
is,  in  each  case,  to  try  and  reconcile 
individual  responsibility  with  so  much 
Grovernment  interference  as  is  necessary 
to  deal  with  the  evil.  If  we  look  back 
forty  or  sixty  years  it  will  be  found  that 
we  have  always  had  to  accept  the  doc- 
trines of  both  sides  and  endeavour  to 
steer  between  them.  That  is  the  reason 
why  we  should  have  a  great  deal  of 
inquiry  into  the  present  case,  and  I  am 
inclined  to  think  that  the  course  suggested 
by  the  Home  Secretary  is  probably 
the  best  course  to  take.  I  know  there 
are  some  objections  to  this  Bill.  It  would 
involve  very  great  expense,  and  it  might 
remove  individual  responsibility.  The 
Bill  of  the  hon.  Member  for  North-west 
Manchester  does  not  go  quite  so  far ;  but 
I  am  not  sure  that  some  objection  might 
not  be  taken  to  that  Bill  also.  I  am 
inclined  to  think  that  a  prinid  fade  case 
has  been  made  out  for  taking  further  pre- 
cautions with  regard  to  the  safety  of 
persons  in  charge  of  boilers,  and  if  the 
Government  had  decided  not  to  refer 
these  Bills  to  a  Select  Committee  I  should 
have  entered  a  strong  plea  for  taking  thafr 
course.  The  Home  Secretary  has  nmde  a 
proposal  which  will,  to  some  extent,  meet 
the  case,  and  it  is  that  all  these  Bills 
should  be  referred  to  the  Committee.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  does  not  want  the 
Government  to  appear  to  be  bound  by 
adopting  the  Second  Reading  of  any 
particular  Bill,  and  he  feels  that  if  he 
assented  to  it  he  might  be  pressed  to 
endeavour  to  obtain  the  Second  Reading 
of  the  Bills  which  have  a  parallel  claim  to 
come  before  the  Committee.  He  suggests 
that  there  should  be  an  inquiry  into  the 
whole  subject,  and  that  the  Committee 
should  inquire  into  the  various  schemes 
before  the  House.  I  think  that  is  a  fair 
proposal,  and  I  hope  my  hon.  friend  the 
Member  for  the  Wansbeck  Division  will 
see  his  way  to  accept  it.    According  to  the 

Mr.  Bryu. 


pledge  of  the  Home  Secretary,  the  Gro\'ern- 
ment  will  endeavour  to  deal  properly  with 
the  whole  matter.  I  hope  the  Home 
Secretary  will  go  on  with  his  clause  in 
the  Factory  Bill.  It  is  a  clause  which, 
though  it  may  require  some  amendment, 
is  in  the  main  a  satisfactory  clause,  and  it 
holds  out  the  prospect  of  being  made  a 
useful  and  workable  scheme.  At  the 
same  time  it  would  be  a  great  advantage 
to  us  to  have  an  examination  of  the  whole 
question.  Let  me  say  one  word  about 
the  Department  proposed  to  deal  with  the 
matter.  The  hon.  Member  for  the  Wans- 
beck Division  proposes  that  this  question 
should  be  dealt  with  by  the  Board  of 
Trade.  It  is  quite  true  that  the  Board 
of  Trade  has  to  inspect  railways  and 
merchant  shipping.  But  the  Board  of 
Trade  undertakes  no  inspection  of  thia 
kinchin  regard  to  boilers  except  in  relation 
to  inquiries  after  explosions  have  hap- 
pened, and  these  have  the  valuable  result 
of  making  owners  more  careful  to  prevent 
accidents.  I  do  not  think  the  Eioard  of 
Trade  is  the  best  Department  for  this 
work.  If  there  is  to  be  an  inspection  it 
should  be  taken  up  by  the  Home  Office, 
which  already  sends  its  inspectors  into 
the  factories,  and  it  would  be  obviously 
absurd  that  the  Board  of  Trade  in- 
spector should  go  into  factories  for  one 
purpose  and  the  Home  Office  inspectors 
should  go  into  the  same  factories  for 
another  purpose.  I  think  my  hon.  friend, 
and  the  hon.  Member  fpr  North-west  Man- 
chester, and  others  who  have  brought  in 
Bills  may  be  congratidated  upon  ha^^ing 
gained  a  distinct  step  in  the  consideration 
of  this  question.  We  have  had  a  debate 
conducted  in  a  spirit  of  compromise  and 
agreement  upon  many  principles,  and  it 
has  drawn  from  the  Home  Secretary  a 
promise  that  the  matter  will  be  considered 
at  once.  I  hope  he  will  have  the  Com- 
mittee appointed  as  soon  as  possible,  for 
I  believe  it  will  help  greatly  towards  a 
settlement  of  the  question,  and  I  trust  that 
the  Committee  will  be  able  to  report  l>efore 
the  right  hon.  Gentlemaa  introduces  his 
own  Bill.  • 

♦Mr.  FENWICK  :  I  desire  to  acknow- 
ledge the  way  in  which  the  Home  Secre- 
tary has  met  me  in  dealing  with  this 
Question.  There  has  been  shown  in  the 
debate  this  afternoon  a  very  wonderful 
consensus  of  opinion  in  favour  of  some 
sort  of  inquiry,  and  even  stronger  than 
that ;  they  are  of  opinion  that  something 
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more  should  be  done  to  alter  the  law  in 
this  respect.     I  admit  frankly  the  very 

fenerous  spirit  in  which  he  has  met  me. 
could  scarcely  expect  him  to  agree  with 
ine  in  mv  desire  to  increase  the  num- 
ber  of  inspectors  in  his  Department, 
but  considering  that  the  provisions  of 
the  Act  of  1882  have  all  along 
l>een  administered  by  the  Board  cS 
Trade,  I  thought  it  was  the  right  and 
proper  Department  for  dealing  with  this 
question.  I  only  wish  to  say  that  I  hope 
we  shall  find  a  proper  solution  of  this 
difficulty,  and  as  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
has  already  pledged  himself  to  do  all  he 
can  to  facilitate  the  appointment  of  this 
Committee  and  to  expedite  the  inquiry, 
T  l>eg  leave  to  withdraw  my  motion. 


*SiR  JOHN  BRUNNER  (Cheshire, 
Northwich) :  I  desire  to  say  that  I  do  not 
share  the  fears  entertained  by  my  hon. 
friend  the  Member  for  Battersea  with 
r^;ard  to  the  influence  of  boiler  insurance 
companies.  I  have  had  a  very  long  and 
large  experience  of  boiler  insurance 
companies,  and  I  have  to  express  my 
gratitude  for  the  work  that  they  have 
<lone  not  only  on  behalf  of  my  firm, 
but  for  the  whole  country.  I  am  glad 
that  this  Bill  does  not  exclude  agricultural 
boilers,  for  I  have  heard  from  gentlemen 
in  the  service  of  my  firm  who  have 
visited  the  works  where  agricultural 
boilers  are  made  that  such  boilers  come 
in  for  the  purpose  of  repair  in  a  state 
which  is  absolutely  appalling.  Those 
boilers  are  worked  by  men  who  work  at 
a  long  distance  from  any  help,  and  they 
are  men  of  the  lowest  type  of  engineers, 
and  these  are  just  the  boilers  that  ought  to 
be  insured  ana  inspected.  I  desire  to  sav  a 
few  words  in  corroboration  of  what 
has  fallen  from  the  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Renfrewshire,  and  to  urge 
upon  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  that  he 
should  reconsider  his  definition  of  a 
boiler.  It  is  referred  to  in  this  Bill  as 
being  taken  from  the  Boiler  Explosions 
Act,  and  for  that  he  is  responsible. 


♦Sir    M.  white   RIDLEY :  No ;  the 
Board  of  Trade  are  responsible  for  that. 


♦Sir  JOHN  BRUNNER :   I  desire  to 
ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to  consider 


it  for  this  reason.  The  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  Renfrewshire  has  spoken 
of  the  very  large  number  of  boilers  which 
will  come  under  the  present  definition  of  a 
boiler.  There  are  in  the  works  of  my  firm 
an  almost  uncountable  number  of  vessels 
which  would  come  under  the  definition  of 
a  boiler,  and  there  is  no  inspector  in  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman's  Department  or 
under  the  Board  of  Trade  who  woiJd  not 
be  absolutely  bewildered  to  come  into 
our  works  and  say  which  is  and  which  is 
not  a  boiler.  One  word  as  to  the  standard 
of  safety  alluded  to  by  my  hon.  friend 
the  Member  for  Battersea.  I  may  inform 
him  that  if  the  sixty-four  boilers  which 
work  in  a  row  at  my  works  in  Cheshire 
were  subjected  to  the  standard  of  safety 
under  the  Board  of  Trade  that  there  is 
not  one  of  them  that  would  not  be  con- 
demned. 


Mr.  FENWICK  :  All  the  more  neces- 
sity for  them  being  inspected. 


♦Sir  JOHN  BRUNNER  :  But  they  are 
inspected,  and  there  are  no  boilers  which  are 
more  carefully  inspected,  not  only  by  the 
insurance  company,  but  also  by  the  highly 
skilled  technical  stafl*  in  the  employment 
of  my  firm.  Those  boilers  would  l>e  con- 
demned under  the  Board  of  Trade  rules, 
the  reason  being  that  because  they  are 
kept  in  such  a  good  condition  they  last 
longer  than  the  Board  of  Trade  allow  a 
boiler  to  be  used.  The  fuel  in  these 
boilers  is  supplied  with  absolute  regularity 
from  the  1st  of  January  to  the  end  of 
December ;  they  are  fed  with  water 
which  is  carefully  purified,  and  there  is  no 
corrosion,  a  leak  is  very  rare,  and  they 
are  the  safest  boilers  in  the  country. 
Our  boilers  go  on  month  after  month,  and 
when  they  are  cleaned  they  are  found  to 
be  as  good  as  at  the  last  period  of  in 
spection,  and  I  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man not  to  put  his  proposal  forward  as 
an  absolute  and  fixed  rule.  Let  him 
give  his  inspectors,  who  should  l>e 
thoroughly  capable  men,  the  right  to 
say  whether  a  boiler  shall  be  stopped 
or  not.  I  am  pleased  that  the 
Member  for  Wansbeck  has  with- 
drawn his  motion,  and  I  strongly  dis- 
approve of  his  proposal  that  inspec- 
tors should  all  be  men  who  have  under- 
gone five  years  apprenticeship  at  lx>iler 
making.     Let  us  get  rid  of  this  old  rule- 
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of-thuml)  system,  and  let  our  biisiiiess  be 
governed  hy  intelligent  men. 

*CoLONEL  LOCKWOOD  (Essex, 
Epping)  :  There  is  only  one  point  which 
I  desire  to  take  up,  and  that  is  with  regard 
to  agricidtural  accidents,  for  it  has  oeen 
stated  that  these  are  in  a  great  measure 
due  to  defective  agricultural  boilers.  I 
have  been  through  the  list  of  accidents 
given  in  the  last  Report  issued,  which  gives 
the  various  trades  in  which  these  accidents 
happened.  I  find  that,  so  far  from  bearing 
out  the  impression  conveyed  to  "the 
luisophisticated  mind  "  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Battersea,  most  of  the  accidents 
reconled  prove  the  contrary.  Out  of  18 
iccidents  recorded  there  was  only  one 
icilled  from  anything  that  could  l>e  traced 
to  an  agricultural  lK)iler  or  machinery 
used  .solely  for  agricultural  purposes. 
Out  of  68  accidents,  in  which  36  persons 
were  killed,  only  five  were  directly 
or  indirectly  traceable  to  accidents 
happening  with  agricultural  machinery. 
It  is  not  fair  to  bring  before  the  House 
such  a  statement,  l)ccause  •  it  casts  an  un- 
deserved slur-  -although  it  may  have  not 
been  intended  as  such — ^upon  a  very 
worthy  body  of  men,  worthy  because 
they  include  myself,  who  employ 
machinery  for  agricultural  purposes.  I 
can  assure  hon.  ^leml>ers  that  farmers  for 
their  own  sake  are  extremely  careful  as 
to  the  class  of  machinery  they  use.  There 
are,  I  know,  a  small  proportion  of  cases 
where  inferior  boilers  are  used,  but  this  is 
the  exception,  and  the  majority  of  thresh- 
ing machines  and  chaff  and  hay-cutting 
machines,  and  other  machinery  used  for 
agricultural  purposes  are,  I  believe,  in 
quite  as  good  a  state  as  the  ordinary  class 
of  boiler.  I  do  not  wish  to  enter  into  the 
question  now  as  to  the  inspection  of 
l)oiler8,  which  has  been  gone  into  so  fully, 
but  I  do  maintain  that  you  have  no  right 
to  charge  agricultural  employers  with 
employing  an  inferior  class  of  machinery, 
and  openly  accusing  them  of  exposing 
their  men  to  dangers  which  they  can 
prevent. 

♦Mr.  BANBURY  (Caml>erwell,  Peck- 
ham):  I  do  not  often  find  myself  in 
agreement  with  the  hon.  Baronet  the 
Member  for  Northwich,  but  I  think 
he  has  made  out  a  strong  case 
against  the  rejection  of  this  Bill  I  do 
not  believe  employers  of  labour  in  these 

^ir  John  Brunner. 


days  will  run  any  unnecessary  risk,  for  they 
have  to  face  the  Compensation  Act,  and 
the  odium  which  would  attach  to  an 
employer  who*  ran  unnecessary  risks  would 
be  such  that  it  would  not  be  worth  hii* 
while  to  do  so.  I  only  rise  to  ask  my 
right  hon.  friend  the  Home  Secretar}' 
whether  he  will  take  care  in  appmnting 
the  Select  Committee  to  put  members  upon 
it  who  are  not  either  supporters  or  oppo- 
nents of  the  Bill.  My  experience  of 
Select  Committees  is  that  they  are 
generally  formed  of  people  who  are 
partisans,  and  I  do  not  think  that  that  is 
the  best  way  to  come  to  a  right  decision 
upon  a  Bill.  I  think  the  members  of  the 
Committee  should  be  people  who  have  no 
interest  in  the  measure,  and  who  have  not 
prejudged  it. 


}  ♦Sir  ALFRED  HICKMAN :  With  the 
j  permission  of  the  House,  I  beg  leave  to 
;  withdraw  my  Amendment. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 


OUTDOOR  RELIEF  (FRIENDLY   SOCIE- 
TIES)   BILL. 

Skcond  Reading. 

Order  for  Second  Reading  read,   and 
discharged. 

Bill  withdrawn. 


OLD  AGE  PENSIONS  BILL. 
Order  for  the  Second  Reading  read. 

Sir  J.  FORTF^CUE  FLANNERY : 
This  question  of  old  age  pensions  is  one 
which  should  be  placed  above  and  beyond 
party  politics.  In  the  general  election  of 
1895  prominence  was  given  to  subjects  of 
a  social  character,  including  the  question 
of  old  age  pensions.  My  right  hon. 
friend  the  Colonial  Secretary  has  spoken 
on  this  subject  with  all  his  lucidity  and 
vigour,  and  Lord  Salisbury,  speaking 
upon  the  same  subject,  invented  the 
phrase  of  ^*  social  amelioration,"  which  has 
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lK?come  historical.  That  phrase  was  I  tnoii8,ofthereligiouswith  the  obscene,  of  the 
echoed  and  re-echoed  throughout  the  !  virtuous  with  the  profligate,  the  respect- 
country,  and  I  have  no  hesitation  in  say- 1  able  with  the  dissolute,  of  the  drunkard 
ihg  that  the  promise  of  social  amelioration  and  the  unreformed  criminal  side  by 
in  their  programme  had  very  much  to  do  side  with  the  moral  and  industriousj  is  a 
with  the  return  of  the  Unionist  party  at  |  scandal  which  it  is  the  duty  of  this  House 
the  general  election  of  1895.  [Opposition  <  to  ameliorate  as  quickly  as  possible.  In 
cries  of  '*  Hear,  hear ! "]  I  am  glad  to  hear  I  a  few  workhouses  a  system  of  claasiiication 
those  cheers  from  hon.  gentlemen  opposite,  j  has  been  established,  but  the  cost  and 
because  I  should  like  to  add  that  the  '  want  of  accommodation  would  make  it 
great  majority  of  those  promises  have  impossible  to  have  that  system  extended 
been  fulfilled.  There  is  no  part  of  the  i  as  people  would  like  to  see  it  extended, 
social  programme  which  received  more  I  There  is  one  remarkable  circumstance 
general  attention  than  the  proposal  for  !  upon  this  question  of  expense  which  I 
old  age  pensions.  I  have  had  the  honour  |  have  no  doubt  is  the  reason  why  it  is  not 
of  serving  on  a  Select  Committee  under  .  pursued  by  the  Government  this  session, 
the  chairmanship  of  my  right  hon.  friend  |  The  question  of  expense  shows  a  remark- 
upon  this  question.  I  think  we  may  start !  able  contrast  between  the  decreasing 
with  the  proposition  that  it  is  as  much  the  |  number  of  paupers  and  the  increasing  cost 
duty  of  the  community  to  succour  the  help-  of  maintaining  them.  In  1874  there  were 
less  as  to  punish  the  idle  and  the  enldoer,  820,446  paupers  in  England  and  Wales, 
and   to  distinguish  between  idleness  on    and    in    1897   there  were    814,887 ;   so 


the  one  hand  and  deserving  helplessness 
on  the'  other.  That  differentiation  at 
present  solely  consists  of  the  distinction 
lietween  giving  poor  law  relief  inside  the 
workhouse  and  giving  outdoor  relief  out- 
side the  workhouse.  Guardians  may  give 
relief  absolutelv  at  their  discretion,  and 
outside  the  workhouse  they  use  that 
<li8cretion  with  great  benevolence, 
(ruardians  may  make  allowance  in  money 
or  provisions  outside  the  workhouse,  or 
they  may  compel  tdie  applicant  to  enter 
the  workhouse,  with  all  its  discipline  and 
degradation.  But  whether  relief  is  given 
inside  or  outside  of  the  workhouse  it  is 
accept-ed  as  a  badge  of  disgrace,  and  with 
indifference  and  \inth  a  sense  of  shame 
and  humiliation,  by  the  deserving  and  the 
thrifty  who  have  fallen  by  misfortune. 
The  workhouse  test  was  begun  early  in 
the  century  for  the  purpose  of  stopping 
the  shameful  comiption  and  abuse  of 
outdoor  relief  by  the  able  bodied.  I  have 
spoken  of  the  discipline  and  degradation 
of  the  interior  of  the  workhouse,  t  do 
not  blame  poor  law  guardians,  because 
there  must  be  discipline,  and  the  circum- 
stances of  the  case  involve  the  degra- 
dation. The  unavoidable  herding  together 


that  in  1897  there  were  12,559  fewer 
receiving  relief  in  England  and  Wales 
than  there  were  in  1874,  and.  vet 
the  cost  increased  from  £7,664,959  to 
£10,432,189.  The  cost  of  relieving 
each  pauper  in  1874  was  £9  5s.  per  head, 
but  in  1897  it  increased  to  £12  16s  per 
head,  and  I  believe  I  am  justified  in 
saying  that  since  1897  the  cost  has  still 
further  increased.  This  herding  together 
of  the  deserving  and  undeserving  is  a 
scandal  which  cannot  be  remedied  by  an 
extension  of  outdoor  relief.  A  sugges- 
tion was  made  that  all  old  persons  above 
sixty-five  years  of  age  should  receive  out- 
door relief  as  a  matter  of  course,  and  it 
was  suggested  that  that  would  largely 
settle  the  question.  I  respectfully 
suggest  that  it  is  not  possible  to  look  to 
the  poor  law  system  for  the  settlement  of 
this  (question.  To  fulfil  the  suggestions 
to  which  I  have  referred  there  mu^t  be 
something  in  the  nature  of  an  independent 
pension  for  the  aged,  dissociated  from  the 

poor  law,  and  something  in  the  nature  of 
an  honourable  provision,  for  the  people  of 
this  country  would  not  feel  that  this 
question  has  been  thoroughly  dealt  with 


night  and  day  of  the  idle  with  the  indus-    unless  something  ofthis  nature  is  provided 
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In  the  case  of  the  poor  law,  if  an  applicant  I  destroy  filial  relations,  and  that  the  assist 
has  by  thrift  accumulated  some  small  sav-  ance  which  those  iu  the  vigour  of  their 
ing  that  is  a  barrier  to  his  receipt  of  help  ;  i  youth  and  the  full  power  of  their  earnings 
but  to  the  old  age  pension  administrator,  give  to  their  parents  would  be  ^-ithdrawa  ; 
as  distinguished  from  the  poor  law  ad-  that  it  would  destroy  friendly  societies 
ministrator,  the  small  savings  are  marks  '  and  other  organisations  for  thrift ;  and 
of  sincerity,  test,  and  guarantees  of  fitness  |  also  that  such  a  system  would  lower  the 
for  an  honourable  old  age  pension.  The  standard  of  wages  and  create  a  large 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Secretary  of  j  number  of  aged  pensioned  electors  who 
State  for  the  Colonies,  who  haa  studied  :  would  press  upon  their  Members  of  Par- 
this  matter  very  closely,  stated  in  a  !  liament  earlier  and  larger  pensions.  But 
speech  some  little  time  ago  that  five-sixths  j  the  impossibility  of  making  any  provision 
of  the  aged  paupers  supported  themselves  for  old  age  out  of  their  earnings  paralyses 
without  any  help  at  all  until  they  reached  !  thrift.  There  are  many  men  in  the  full 
the  age  of  sixty-four,  and  that  their  '  vigoiu-  of  life  who  would  wUlingly  en- 
pauperism  was  not  due  to  drink  or  idle-  \  deavour  to  save  if  they  thought  it  was 
ness,  but  it  arose  from  the  decay  of  nature  '  possible  that  they  could  save  effectively, 
and  senile  unfitness.  The  elementary  ,  but  who  give  up  in  despair  the  attempt 
principle  of  honourable  pensions  for  1  to  save  because  they  know  that  they 
the  deserving  in  their  old  age  has  ,  cannot  possibly  save  what  would  secure 
been  recognised  by  the  community  just  as  anything  like  comfort  in  their  old  age. 
cleariy  as  it  has  recognised  the  necessity  Notwithstanding  the  boasted  cinlisation 
for  the  education  of  our  children.  The  o^  this  country,  it  is  far  behind  other 
dockyard  workmen,  the  civil  servants,  the  j  countries  in  regard  to  this  question.  In 
officers  of  the  Army  and  Navy,  have  all  |  Germany  there  is  an  established  system 
made  honourable  provision  for  old  age,  t  which  has  been  in  Dperation  for  some  ten 
and  I  claim  even  this  afternoon,  in  this  j  Y^^y  by  which  this  question  of  succour  to 
comparatively  attenuated  House,  notwith- 1  the  aged  and  deserving  poor  is  more  or  less 
standing  the  importance  of  this  great  j  completely  solved.  The  system  consists 
subject,  that  the  worker  who  has  done  his  !  ^1  *  P»rt  contribution  by  the  workers,  part 
best  to  sustain  his  wife  and  children  in  I  by  the  employers,  and  a  part  by  the  State, 
decent  independence  during  the  years  of  j  That  system  is  not  working  with  entire 
his     labour    deserves    something    better  ,  success,  but  there  is  a  very  great  deal  in 


than     is     now      provided      for      him; 
he     deserves    something     better     than 


it  that  is  satisfactory.      In   France  and 
Belgium  old  age  pensions  are  gi>'en   )>y 


the  degradation  of  a  pauperis  Kvery,  and  •  *^be  State  to  members  of  friendly  societies 
the  unclassified  association  of  the  work-  i  ^^^^  *bey  reach  the  age  of  sixty-five,  and 
house.  Take  two  aged  workers.  One  !>»  I^®»°^rk  by  a  law  passed  in  1896  there 
goes  to  the  workhouse  and  the  other ,  ^^  a  system  of  old  age  pensions  distinct 
keeps  out  of  it.  The  reasonableness  of  '  ^^o"^  ^be  poor  law  system,  which  very 
the  principle  has  been  universally  ad-  "^^^b  resembles  our  own.  In  our  own 
mitted,  with  the  exception  of  a  certain  |  colony  of  New  Zealand  there  is  a  system 
limited  number  who  object  to  the  system  '  ^^Y  ©stabUshed  of  old  age  pensions  by 
on  various  grounds.  There  is  the  right '  which  persons  reaching  the  age  of  sixty- 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  I  ^^'^  with  incomes  not  over  £1  per  week 
Dublin  University.  Upon  the  Select  i  receive  a  pension  amounting  to  £18  a 
Committee  last  year  I  had  the  honour  of  |  Y^^-  The  words  in  the  Act  of  Pariia- 
associating  with  him  during  its  labours,  ;  °*®^^  which  established  this  system  in 
and  the  arguments  he  brought  forward  j  ^^^  Z^}^rid  are  extremely  interesth^, 
. ,    ^  ^       .  .1    .  1.   and  I  will  read  them  to  the  House.     The 

upon  that  occasion  were  that  a  system  of    j^^  declares— 

old  age  pensions    would    pauperise  the  j     ..Whereas   it  U  equiuble   that  damning 
workers  from  their  youth  upwards,  would    ooloniHts  who  during  the  prime  of  life  have 
Sir  J.  Fortescue  Flannery. 
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helped  to  bear  the  public  burdens  of  the  colony  j  measure,  I  say  it  is  not  a  sufficient  reason, 
by  the  payment  of  taxes,  and  to  open  up  its  '  i  „  'in  vis    i 

resourcSB  by  their  labour  and  skill,  sKonldlook  I  *^^^^  *  "^^^Y  considerably  modifiod 
to  the  colony  for  a  pension  in  their  old  uge."      ,  scheme  might  have  been  set  up.     Every 

There  is  the  essence  of  the  argument  and  |  year  this  problem  is  increasing  in  its  pres- 
the  raison  d'etre  of  the  whole  question.  \  sure,  and  the  drain  of  the  workers*  \-itality 
WTiat  have  we  done  in  the  mother  country?  increases,  while  the  range  of  working 
We  have  had  Royal  Commissions  upon  this  .  years  of  a  man's  life  becomes  more  limited 
question.  A  Boyal  Commission  was  ap- :  every  year,  and  retirement  by  reason  of  old 
pointed  in  1893  and  it  reported  in  1895.  I  age  l^ecomes  necessary  at  an  earlier  period 
The  Old  Age  Pensions  Committee,  presi-  of  life.  It  has  beenestimated  that  there  are 
ded  over  by  Lord  Kothschild,  sat  for  two  i  2,000,000personsovertheageof  sixty-five, 
years,  and  carefully  sheltered  itself  behind  !  and  consequently  a  pension  scheme  would 
the  limited  terms  of  its  reference,  and  cost  £30,000,000  per  annum.  No  one 
gave  up  all  attempts  at  the  solution  of  j  would  suggest  that  iB30,000,000  could 
the  subject.  It  said  that  "  None  of  the  |  possibly  be  added  to  the  fiscal  burdens  of 
schemes  presented  were  free  from  grave  this  country  permanently  without  dis- 
inherent  disadvantages.''  Was  there  ever  locating  the  whole  of  our  fiscal  system, 
a  scheme  of  reform  propounded  which  was  I  but  what  I  ask  is  that  a  beginning  shall 
free  from  grave  inherent  disadvantages,  I  be  made.  If  £10,000,000  per  anniun  is 
and  was  there  any  reason  for  giving  up  |  too  much,  let  us  make  a  beginning  upon  a 

smaller  scale  and  do  something  to  show 
that  we  are  in  earnest.  Let  us  experi- 
ment practically  by  some  legislation,  and 
extend  the  application  of  the  system  after- 
wards. With  regard  to  the  Bill  which  I 
have  the  honour  to  introduce,  I  may  say 
that    in    the    session     before    last    120 


the  attempt  to  solve  the  problem  ?     Under 

the  chairmanship  of  my  right  hon.  friend 

the  President  of  the  Local  Gk)vemment 

Board  last  session  the  Committee  arrived 

at  a  definite  conclusion  almost  unanimously 

that  this    question    could  be  easily  put 

into  legislation  subject  to  the  difficulties 

of  a  financial  kind  being  overcome.     That  I  Members    of    this    House     drew    up    a 

Committee  brought  fonvard  a   practical  i  memorial    to    the  Government    on   this 


suggestion,  and  it  was  understood  that 
those  suggestions  would  form  the  subject 
of  legislation  by  the  Government  during 
the  present  session.  [Opposition  cries  of 
**Hear,  hear!"]  I  welcome  those  cheers,  and 
if  hon.  Members  opposite  are  prepared  to 
vote  the  necessary  £10,000,000,  rising  to 
£15,000,000,  I  am  quite  ready  to  support 
them.  After  the  Select  Committee  of 
1899  had  made  its  Report  investigations 
were  made,  and  within  the  last  few  days 
a  Return  has  been  printed  which  sets  forth 
the  result.  Certain  districts  throughout 
the  country  were  taken,  and  inquiries 
made  as  to  the  number  of  persons  between 


question  and  a  Select  Committee  was 
formed.  This  Bill  was  introduced  last 
session,  and  it  is  the  outcome  of  the 
labours  of  the  members  of  that  Committee. 
This  Bill  is  to  place  the  members  of 
friendly  societies  who  have  reached  the 
age  of  sixty-five  in  the  position  of  being 
able  to  receive  assistance  from  county 
councils  provided  they  do  not  suffer 
certain  disabilities,  such  as  having  re- 
ceived poor  law  relief  or  having  l>een  in 
prison  within  a  certain  period.  I  doubt 
very  much  if  there  are  many  hon. 
Members  of  this  House  who  appreciate 
the  importance  of  the  extensive  work  of 


sixty-five  and  seventy-five  years  of  age  ;  friendly  societies  in  this  country.  There 
who  would,  in  all  probability,  come  under  are  8,000,000  of  the  wealth-producing 
the  scheme  of  old  age  pensions.  The  sections  of  the  community  banded  together 
result  was  that  the  cost  was  put  down  at !  for  the  purpose  of  mutual  help  in 
something  like  £10,000,000  per  annum,  |  times  of  sickness  and  for  the  purpose 
rising  afterwards  to  £15,000,000.  If  that  of  presening  the  self-respect  of  the 
has  been  the  reason  why  the  Government  j  individual,  and  over  £30,000,000  of 
have  not  proceeded  this  session  with  that   savings    have    l)een    invested  by   them. 
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They  disburse  every  day  £14,000  in  sick  Mr.  CRIPPS  (Gloucestershire,  Stroud) : 
and  funeral  pay,  and  they  save  to  the  '<  As  one  of  the  Members  who  sat  on  the 

£^'qTq(^  fZI'^T'^u"'  ""*  '**'  *•'*"  '  Committee  last  year  I  desire  to  say  a  fe^. 
^4,uuu,UUU  annually.     They  are  a magni-  ,'  .1..       t.  t         ,         . 

ficent  guarantee  of  the  thrift  and  the  !  ^'''''^^  ^'P^"  ^^'^  «"^J^^^-  ^  *"*  ^^^^  ^ 
strength  and  stability  of  the  people  of  ®^^  ^  ^^^  House  at  the  outset  that  I  do 
this  country.  The  persons  eligible  for  "ot  agree  with  a  great  many  of  the 
pensions  under  this  Bill  are  those  who  j  premisses  of  the  hon.  Member  who  ban 
have  shown  thrift  as  members  of  any  proposed  this  Bill  this  afternoon.  To 
fnendjv'  society  who  have  been  clear  of  begin  with,  I  do  not  think  it  has  yet  been 
poor  law  relief  for  five  years,  who  do  not .  ^^L,..  *k ./  u  *  u  • 

earn  more  than  58.  per  week,  and  who  T.^  ,^^^^  ^">' "^^^^^ 
have  not  an  income  of  more  than  iGs.  ^"^^'^  °*^' ^®"  P^P^^^^i^P^^^^P'^^"^ 
per  week.  That  is  a  proposal  which  ^y  would  be  of  any  advantage  to  the 
would  avoid  the  danger  of  lowering  wages,  very  classes  whom  it  is  proposed  to 
'^'^  ^A  J'^^  ^^^^'  two-thirds  would  be  I  benefit.  In  other  words,  like  many  other 
pronded  by  Pariiament,  and  one-third  by  schemes  which  have  been  brought  forward, 
the  County  Council  out  of  the  rates.     The     .  -        ^w  •  -  ^  ^x. 

procedure  would  be  extremely  simple;  the  '*  "  r'^'^'f  ^re,  u,  my  mind,  than  an 
applicant,  being  a  member  of  the  friendly  extension  of  the  prmciple  of  outdoor 
society,  obtains  from  the  officers  of  the  •  relief.  It  is  one  of  the  features  of  the 
lodge  to  which  he  belongs  papers  for  the  ■  various  proposals  brought  forward  by 
purpose  of  making  his  application  on  ■  hon.  Meml>ers  in  dealing  with  this  ques- 
reachmg  the  age  of  sixty-five.  They ,  tion  that  no  distinction  has  yet  been 
would  be  sent  to  the  clerk  to  the  drawn  between  what  is  properly  a  pension 
county  council,  and  afterwards  placed  in  :  gcheme  and  what  is  an  outside  extension 
the  hands  of  the  friendly  society,  who  ;  of  our  poor  law  system  of  outdoor  reUef. 
wou^d  distribute  the  pension.  There  Let  me  sav  at  the  outset  that  I  am  one  of 
would  be  no  extra  cost  of  administration,  |  ^jose  who  believe  that  the  present  svstem 
.  ui"u  j''™L  °^  officials  would  boiofourpoorlaw  could,in  manydirertions, 
established.  The  existing  machinery  of  |  be  improved  with  the  greatest  advantage, 
the  friendly  societies  would  be  utilised,  .  and  I  believe  that  is  the  direction 
and  there  would  be  no  leakage  from  that ;  {„  ^hich  we  have  to  look  for  a  solution 
^use.  The  cost  of  the  system  that  would  of  the  old  age  problem.  I  am  more 
be  estabhshed  by  this  Bill  would  be  con-  drawn  to  that  conclusion  when  1  find  that 
siderably  less  than  £3,000,000  per  annum,  the  scheme  which  is  proposed  in  this  Bill 
to  make  a  Ijeginmng.  \\  hat  I  ask  the  '  and  adopted  by  the  Committee  of  1899  is 
ilouse  to  do  IS  this.  If  it  cannot  give  a  „ot  really  a  pension  scheme  at  all.  It  is 
"f'l^Sfl^^'-?"  involving  an  expenditure  ,  merely  a  creation  of  some  new  authoritv 
of;e30,000,000peranmim,if  It  cannot  act  or  some  vested  authority  which  is  ti 
upon  the  recommendation  of  the  Select ;  apply  our  poor  law  system  in  a  compli- 
^^^^r5.y  1899,  which  will  take  :  cated  manner.  As  regards  the  premisses 
^15000,000  a  year  at  least  to  begin  with, ,  ^ith  which  my  hon.  friend  brought 
lask  the  House  to  make  a  beginning !  forwani  these  proposals,  he  seem*  to 
upon  the  humbe  scale  that  I  am  suggest- 1  ^hink  it  sufficient  to  say,  "Let  us  have 
ing,  which  would  show  the  country  that  |  legislation  of  some  kind  or  other."  That 
this  House  IS  in  earnest,  and  which  would  I  ig  the  argument  I  understand  he  has 
be  doing  something  to  bring  justice  to  the  |  brought  forward.  But  let  me  put  this  to 
humbler  workers,  and  remove  what  has  him  in  reply.  The  issue  that  has  to  be 
been  nghtly  dewribed  as  one  of  the  j  dealt  with  by  every  man  who  brings 
greatest  scandals  of  the  nineteenth  i  forward  an  old  age  pension  scheme  is  not 
century.  these  general  principles,  but  he  has  to  put 

!  them  into  a  practical  form  so  as  to  carry 

Mr.  flower  (Bradford,  W.) :  I  l»g  i  """^  }^?^  ^^^^  *»*^  ^^^o  allow  them  to  W 
leave  to  second  the  motion.  i  ?»•■"«*  out  at  a  cost  and  expense  which 

I  IS    practicable     and    worth     discussing. 

When  you  get  beyond  the  cost  or  expense 

Motion  made  and  Question  proposed —  '  that  can   be  seriously  discussed  in  any 

"  That  the   Bill   be  now  read  a  second  i  practical  form,  you  are  holding  out  a  sort 

time."  I  of  will-o'-the-wisp,  and  you  are  onlydivert- 

Sir  J.  Fofte-viie  Flannery. 
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ing    attention    from     practical     reforms 
wbich    cannot    be     carried     out     under 
such    conditions.       WTiat  was  the  next 
point  made  by  him?     He   talked  about 
a  prime  evil   which   had  a  tendency  to 
increase.       Now      that     contention     is 
quite  out  of  accord  with   the  evidence. 
That  there  is  an  evil  no  one  denies,  Imt  I 
think  it  ought  to  l>e  dealt  with   by  the 
reform  and  improvement  of  our  poor  law 
system.     The  Committee  and  many  hon. 
Members  have   come   to  the  conclusion 
that,  at  the  present  time,  even  the  evil 
which  it  is  admitted  exists  is  a  decreasing 
evil,  and  no  Committee  inquired  into  this 
question      more     carefully     than     Lord 
Hothsch0d*8  Committee.      No  one   who 
reads  the  Report  of  that  Committee,  and 
carefully     considers     the   fivcts  brought 
before  it,  can  say  that  this  crying  evil 
is  an  increasing  one  at  the  present  time. 
What  does  Lord  Kothschild's  Committee 
point  out  ?     It  says  that  so  much  is  this 
a  decreasing  evil  that,  in   the  opinion  of 
that  Committee,  if  you  give  time,  it  will 
he    remedied    by    the    ordinary  natural 
increase  or  improvement  in  the  condition 
of  the  wcJrking  classes  of  this  country. 
That  is  what  Lord  Rothschild's  Commission 
states.     It  is  not  for  me  to  state  whether 
I  agree  with  that  theory  or  not.    I  do  not 
think  it  can  be   remedied  alone   by    the 
energy  of  the  working  classes,  but  I  do 
agree     that      this      old     age     pensions 
chimera  is  not    the    way    to    approach 
the     true     solution,     but     it     is    really 
diverting    attention   from    what    I   may 
call       the       true       reform      and       the 
true     solution     of     this     difficult     ques- 
tion.    Let   me   deal  for  a  moment  with 
the  Bill  of  the  hon.  Member  which  he  pro- 
poses this  afternoon.      Let  me  show  the 
inconsistency  with  which  this  measure  is 
brought  forward.      This  Bill  is  precisely 
in  the  same  form  as  that  brought  forward 
by  the  hon.  Member  last  year,  and  it  was 
in  consequence  of  this  Bill  and  others  being 
brought  forward  that  the  Select  Commit- 
tee was  appointed.     They  had  to  consider 
the  whole  of  this  question,  and  the  result 
of  their  consideration  was  not  to  approve 
of   this  Bill  but  to  differ  from  it.     The 
hon.   Member  himself  was  a  mem1>er  of 
that   Committee  and    approved    of    the 
Report    of    the    majority.      Therefore, 
in     bringing      forward     this     Bill     ho 
is    out    of    accord    with    the     principle 
and  proposals  adopted  by    that    Select 
Committee ;      and     why     does     he    do 
this  1      When  the  scheme  of  the  Select 


Committee  came  to  be  considered  I  was 
not  prepared  to  support  it,  and  I  was 
always  in  a  minority.      I  never  did  think 
that    the    scheme  was  a  practical   one. 
When   it  came   to  be  considered  it  wa« 
found  by  the  best  expert  evidence  that 
the  cost  was  £10,000,000,  growing  up  to 
£15,000,000  a  year,  and,  so  far  as  the 
Select  Committee  are  concerned,  they  gave 
the  go-by  to  the  question  of  cost.     Speak- 
ing for  myself,  I  could  not  assent  to  any 
Report  upon  this  topicin which  thequestion 
of  the  cost  had  not  been  thoroughly  con- 
sidered.    It  is  one  of  the  great  cnixes  of 
this  great  question,  and  to  put  it  on  one 
side   is  attempting  to  solve  one  of  our 
great  social  problems  without  taking  into 
consideration  the  most  important  factor. 
The  result  is^that,  as  soon  as  ever  you 
come  to  apply  the  test  of  the  cost,  no  one 
will  get  up  in  this  House  and  say  that  we 
are  within  a  measm'able  distance  of  the 
time  when  we   can  find    £15,000,000  a 
year  for  a  matter  of  this  kind.     No  one 
will  get  up  and  make  that  assertion.     If 
they  do   not,   then    the    whole    scheme 
brought  forward  last  year  by  the  Select 
Committee  falls  to  the  ground.      Even  if 
the  scheme  was  good,  it  is  wholly  con- 
demned when  the  cost  is  considered,  for 
'  that  makes  it  an  impossible  scheme.     As 
I  regards  the  scheme  which  was  adopted  by 
I  the  majority  of  the  Committee  last  year,  I 
I  think  it  clearly  showed  what  the  tnie 
direction  of  reform   was.     The  proposal 
of  the  Select  Committee  was,  in  substance, 
this :    you  constituted  a  new  authority, 
partly  of  poor  law  guardians  and  partly  of 
representatives  of  other  local  authorities  ; 
you  coAitituted  a  new  authority  to  ad- 
minister yoiu"  pension   scheme,   and  you 
laid  down  certain  provisions.     The  result 
was  that  you  gave  us  a  second  poor  law 
authority  interfering  with  the  one  already 
existing,  and  to  a  great  extent  working 
inconsistently     with     it,    and     wasting 
money  l>y  having  this  duplicate  authority. 
At  the  present  time  there  are  poor  law 
authorities  in  this    country    which  are 
giving  far  better    terras  than  would  be 
possible  under  the  old  &8fi  pension  scheme 
of  last  year.     In  the  West  Derby  Union 
as  much  as  158.  per  week  is  given  to  old 
people  under  the  head  of  outdoor  relief, 
whereas  under  last  year's  Bill  the  grant 
was  to  be  only  58.  or  7s.  a  week,  and  the 
system  was  much  more  complicated.     In 
fact,  every  single  thing  proposed  under  a 
scheme  of  this  kind  could  be  given — and 
given  in  a  greater    degree    under    our 
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existing  poor  law  system,  I  think,  than  the 
original  settlement  of  1832  was  a  great 
statesmanlike  settlement.  I  do  not  deny 
that  there  are  weak  spots  in  our  poor  law 
system,  but  do  not  let  us  shut  our  eyes  to 
the  fact  that  the  cause  of  reform  would 
certainly  be  retarded  by  these  will-o'-the- 
wisp  schemes  of  old  age  pensions,  which, 
after  all,  are  nothing  but  outdoor  poor 
law  relief  administered  by  worse  bodies 
imder  worse  conditions.  I  believe  no 
practicable  scheme  of  old  age  pensions, 
either  with  regard  to  the  methods  of  dis- 
tribution or  the  amount  of  cost,  has  been 
devised  up  to  the  present  moment.  All 
of  them  up  to  now  have  gone  in  a  quite 
wrong  direction.  In  the  case  of  such  a 
scheme  there  must  be  hard-and-fast  condi- 
tions, and  Parliament  must  provide  the 
money  and  fix  the  scale  of  the  pensions. 
This  Bill  is  entirely  inconsistent  even 
with  the  Report  of  the  majority  of  the 
Committee  which  sat  last  year,  and  it 
ought  not  to  be  accepted  on  the  suggestion 
that  it  is  better  to  have  bad  legisla- 
tion than  none  at  all.  I  hope,  therefore, 
the  House  will  not  give  the  Bill  a  Second 
Reading. 


♦Sir  WALTER  FOSTER  (Derbyshire, 

Ilkeston) :  I  cannot  altogether  agree  with 

the  observations  of  the  hon.  Member  for 

Stroud,  because  I  think  the  House  should 

have  an  opportunity  of  discussing   this 

question   this  session,  although  I  think 

that  events  so  far  have  thrown  a  some- 
what lurid  light  on  the  prospects  of 
any  legislation  this  year  for  tne  benefit  of 
the  working  classes.  I  had  the  privilege 
of  being  a  member  of  the  Select  Com- 
mittee to  which  the  hon.  Member  has 
referred,  and  I  voted  in  a  minority 
against  the  adoption  of  the  Report,  mainly 
on  the  ground  that  the  Committee  had 
refused  to  go  into  the  question  of  cost. 
Since  then  the  question  of  cost  has  been 
placed  before  the  House,  and  I  am  rather 
gratified  to  find  that  the  figures  have  con- 
firmed to  a  large  extent  the  estimate  I 
myself  had  made  of  the  cost  of  a  scheme  of 
old  age  pensions  more  or  less  on  the 
lines  recommended  by  the  Committee. 
There  was  another  reason  why  I 
dissented  from  the  Report.  I  am  perfectly 
sure  that  it  would  not  do  to  have  any 
scheme  of  old  age  pensions  in  which  the 
possibility  of  patronage  is  placed  in  the 
hands  of  a  local  authority.     We  must 

Mr,  Cripps. 


have  hard-and-fast  rules   framed,  under 
which  a  pension  could  be  claimed  as  a  right. 
I  am  disappointed  that  so  far  we  have  been 
unable  to  elicit  any  opinion  from    the 
Government  as  to  what  they  intend  to  do 
for   the  aged    and    deserved  poor    this 
session,  eitner  in  regard  to  the  Report  on 
Old  Age  Pensions  or  in  regard  to  the  Report 
of  the  Cottage  Homes  Committee.     The 
latter  Committee  has  recommended  a  good 
deal  that  could  be  done  without  any  ver\' 
large   expenditure   of  public  funds.     It 
recommended  that  a  proper  classification 
of  the  inmates  of  workhouses  shoidd  be 
made  that  the  aged  deserving  poor  out- 
side   should    receive    adequate  outdoor 
relief,  and  that  those  in  the  workhouse 
should    constitute    a    special   class    and 
receive  special  treatment.     I  hope   that 
before  this  debate  concludes  we  shall  get 
some  assurance  that  something  will    be 
done  in  this  direction,  for  mucn  of  thk 
would    not    require     any    legislation    in 
this  House.     What  is  wanted  is  a  system 
of  old  age  pensions  to  take  away  from  the 
deserving  poor  the  stigma  of  pauperism. 
A    further    suggestion    of    the    Cottage 
Homes  Committee  is  that  for  the  aged  and 
deserving  there  should  be  cottage  homes 
apart    from     workhouse     surroundings. 
These  questions   have  cropped  up  inci- 
dentally in  the  discussion.   The  Bill  before 
the  House  proposes  a  scheme  which  was 
not  accepted  by  the  Committee  last  year. 
It  is,  nevertheless,  a  happy  accident  that 
this   Bill    has    been    brought    forward, 
because     it     affords     an      opportunity 
for  eliciting  opinions  from  the  Govern- 
ment    bench     and    from     the     House. 
Looking  back  on  the  question,  and  recal- 
ling the  words  in  the  Queen's  Speech  that 
the  time  is  not  opportune  for  such  ex- 
penditure, I  cannot  but  regret  that  during 
the  years  when  the  revenue  showed  a  sub- 
stantial surplus  the  Report  of  the  previous 
Committee  received  no  consideration,  and 
the  claims  of  the  poorest  classes  of  the  com- 
munity were  passed  over.      I  think  that 
charge  can  be  thoroughly  substantiated^ 
for  over  a  series  of    years    the    annual 
surplus  has  been  from  three  and  a  half  to 
five  and  a  half  millions,  and,  according  to 
the  Report  of  the  last  Committee,  the 
amount  required    for   old  age  pensions 
for   people   over  sixty-five  years  of   age 
would     DC    ten     millions,    and  making 
the     age    seventy,     about    X5,900,000. 
Here  has  been  an  opportunity  neglected* 
to  the  discredit  of  the  Grovemment.    The 
surplus  of  any  year  could  not  have  been 
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spent  in  a  manner  more  likely  to  do  good 
than  in  giving  pensions  of  5s.  a  week  under 
certain  conditions  to  the  aged  and  deserving 

Cr.  But  an  unequalled  opportunity  has 
-_n  neglected,  and  now  social  questions 
must  be  put  aside  because  every  avaOable 
million  is  required  for  war  expenditiu'e.  I 
hope  that  in  a  few  years,  when  we  have 
got  over  the  strain  caused  by  our  excessive 
military  expenditure,  the  Government  will 
again  take  up  this  question,  and  will 
arrange  that  aged  people  on  arriving  at  a 
certain  age  shall,  supposing  they  are  not 
disqualified  by  crime  or  by  having  received 
outdoor  relief,  be  entitled  to  a  pension. 
During  our  recent  years  of  prosperity  a 
beginning  might  have  been  made  with 
the  age  of  seventy,  and  from  that  we 
could  nave  judged  how  much  would  be 
saved  from  poor  law  administration.  The 
saving  will,  I  believe,  be  a  progressive 
amount,  because  more  and  more  people  will 
be  encouraged  year  by  year  to  avoid  poor 
law  relief  by  the  prospect  of  a  pension. 
In  conclusion,  may  I  again  express  the 
hope  that  before  this  debate  closes,  we 
shall  have  some  statement  of  policy  from 
the  Government  as  to  old  age  pensions 
and  the  Cottage  Homes  Bill. 

♦The  secretary  to  the  LOCAL 

GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Mr.  T.    W. 

Russell,    Tyrone,    S.)  :    I    hope    that 

my  right  hon.  friend  the  President  of  the 

Local  Government  Board,  who  has  been 
called  away  to  receive  an  important  depu- 
tation, will  return  before  the  debate 
clcises.  I  rise  merely  to  reply  to  ques- 
tions that  have  been  addressed  to  me 
as  to  what  the  Government  intend 
to  do  in  regard  to  the  Report  of  the 
Cottage  Homes  Committee.  My  right 
hon.  friend  and  myself  have  given 
most  sympathetic  consideration  to 
the  Report.  Difficulties  have  arisen  in 
regard  to  classification  in  workhouses 
from  want  of  space.  My  hon.  friend 
opposite  called  upon  the  Local  Govern 
ment  Board  to  issue  regulations  with 
regard  to  classification,  but  before  such 
regulations  could  be  effective,  space  must 
be  found,  and,  as  he  is  aware,  the  Com- 
mittee contemplated  that  such  would  be 
foimd  by  the  exclusion  of  certain  classes 
from  workhouses.  For  the  settlement  of 
an  arrangement  a  good  deal  of  consulta- 
tion was  required  between  coiuity 
cotmcils  and  the  Local  Government 
Board,  and  I  can  assure  my  hon.   friend 


that  most  active  and  anxious  considera- 
tion has  been  ^iven  to  the  subject  by  the 
Department  with  a  view  to  carrying  out  the 
reforms  sketched  in  the  Report.  It  can 
scarcely  be  called  a  happy  accident  that 
brings  this  Bill  under  discussion  for  an 
hour  and  a  half  at  the  close  of  a  Wednes- 
day sitting,  dealing  as  it  does  with 
a  subject  that  has  occupied  the  considera- 
tion of  Royal  Commissions  and  com- 
mittees without  any  very  satisfactory 
result.  An  accident  it  is,  but  the  House 
will  agree  the  time  is  not  auspicious  for 
legislation  involving  large  expenditure  of 
public  money,  and  will  not  expect  that 
such  a  question  can  be  settled  in  an  hour 
and  a  half  on  a  Wednesday  afternoon. 


Mr.  STEADMAN  (Tower  Hamlets, 
Stepney) :  This  is  a  social  problem  which 
was  put  very  much  in  the  front  at  the 
last  General  Election,  and  it  secured  many 
votes  for  hon.  Gentlemen  on  the  other 
side  of  the  House.  As  might  have  been 
expected,  the  Secretary  to  the  Local 
Government  Board  has  said  that  the 
Government  are  not  prepared  to  deal  with 
this  (question  in  a  serious  manner  at  the 
fag  end  of  a  Wednesday  afternoon  sitting. 
But  may  I  point  out  that  the  Gt)vem- 
ment  liave  been  in  office  for  nearly  five 
years,  and  during  that  period  have  not 
only  voted  large  sums  of  money  to  the 
landlords,  but  have  also  found  time  and 
opportunity  to  assist  and  protect  the 
interests  of  other  classes  than  the  poorer 
workmen.  While  the  Gk)vernment 
through  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequoi* 
on  ^londay  admitted  the  continued  pros- 
perity of  the  country  on  the  one  hand, 
they  absolutely  refused  to  allow  the  men 
who  by  their  labour  have  realised 
that  wealth  to  participate  in  it. 
Mr.  Charles  Booth  tells  us  that  in  the 
city  of  London  alone  to-day  there  are  no 
fewer  than  half  a  million  workmen  whose 
average  eamines  do  not  exceed  10s.  or 
15s.  a  week.  I  ask  how  can  these  men, 
with  wives  and  children  to  maintain, 
make  any  provision  for  old  a^e  ?  It  is 
not  possible  for  them  to  pay  6a  or  a  Is. 
a  week  into  a  friendly  society.  A^i  to 
where  the  funds  to  provide  old  age  pen- 
sions are  to  come  from,  I  can  only  say  that 
a  Grovemment  which  can  find  funds  to 
give  doles  to  their  friends,  and  raise  sixty 
millions  to  eo  to  war  with  another  country, 
can  easily,  if  it  has  the  will,  tap  another 
source  of  income — the  taxation  of  ground 
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JVays  and 
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Means. 
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values — and  find  pensions  for  the  aged 
and  deservingpoor.  Is  it  not  disgraceful 
that  in  this  Christian  country  men  and 
women  who  have  worked  hard  all  their 
lives  and  have  never  committed  a  crime 
should  have  the  stigma  of  pauperism 
fastened  on  them  in  their  declining  years, 
and  eventually  find  a  resting  place  in  a 
pauper's  grave  ? 


The  president  of  the  LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Mr.  Chaplin, 
Linconshire,  Sleaford):  The  Bill  which  it  is 
asked  should  be  read  a  second  time  this 
afternoon  was  only  circulated  this  morning, 
and  I  confess  that  I  have  not  yet  had  the 
opportunity  of  examining  its  provisions. 
Everyone  must  perceive  therefore  that 
this  debate  must  be  of  a  purely  academic 
character.  My  hon.  friend,  before  I  left 
the  House  to  fulfil  another  engagement, 
said  that  the  position  of  the  question 
remains  the  same  as  in  last  session.  But 
there  is  this  very  important  change : 
those  who  signed  the  Report  of  the  Select 
Committee  which  dealt  with  the  question 
last  session  did  so  subject  to  one  condition 
— that  there  should  be  a  further  examina- 
tion of  the  question  with  regard  to  the 
cost  of  the  proposal.  That  examination 
has  been  made,  and,  as  the  House  has 
been  informed,  the  cost  is  estimated  to  be 
(for  the  scheme  of  the  Select  Committee) 
a  sum  of  ten  millions  a  year  at  the  present 
time,  and  fifteen  millions  a  year  twenty 
years  hence.  I  recognise,  as  regards  the 
Government,  that  this  is  a  matter  of  the 
greatest  consideration.  I  am  disposed 
myself  to  think  it  would,  at  all  events, 
involve  the  consideration  of  some  other 
scheme,  not  perhaps  so  complete  or  elabo- 
rate. 


♦Mr.  BANBURY :  It  will,  I  think,  be 
admitted  that  this  Bill  deals  with  one  of 
the  most  complicated  of  political  subjects, 
•and  seeing  that  two  Royal  Commissions 
have  been  unable  to  solve  the  problem  of 
old  age  pensions,  how  can  it  be  expected 
that,  after  a  brief  debate  on  a  Wednesday 
afternoon,  the  House  of  Commons  will  be 
^ble  to  do  so?  The  hon.  Member  for 
Stepney  said  that  many  Members  of  this 
House  gained  votes  at  the  last  General 
Election  by  promising  a  scheme  of  old 
age  pensions.  Now,  I  was  very  careful  to 
give  no  pledge  or  promise  in  regard  to 
:such  a  scheme,  as 

Mr,  Sinnlnian, 


It  being  half-past  Five  of  the  clock,  the 
Debate  stood  adjourned. 

Debate  to  be  resumed  upon  Tuesday 
next. 


WAYS   AND    MEANS   [Gth    Marcu]- 
Resolutions  reported :— ^ 

War  Loan. 

1.  "  (1)  That,  towards  making  good  the 
supply  granted  to  Her  Majesty  for  the 
service  of  the  years  ending  on  the  thirty - 
first  day  of  March  nineteen  hundred  and 
the  thirty-first  day  of  March  nineteen 
hundred  and  one,  sums,  not  exceeding 
thirty-five  million  pounds,  be  raised  by 
either  or  Iwth  of  the  following  methods  :- 

(a)  By  means  of  the  creation  of  stock 
or  bonds  to  be  redeemed  Avithin  a 
period  not  exceeding  ten  years,  and 
bearing  interest  at  a  rate  to  be  fixed 
by  the  Treasury  ;  or 

(b)  ^y  means  of  the  issue  of  Treasurv 
Bills  ; 

and  that  the  principal  and  the  interest  on 
any  money  so  raised  be  charged  on  the 
Consolidated  Fund  ; 

(2)  That  all  expenses  incurred  in  con- 
nection with  raising  the  said  sums,  in- 
cluding any  additional  remuneration  to 
the  Banks  of  England  and  Ireland,  be 
charged  on  the  Consolidated  Fund." 

Income  Tax. 

2.  "  That  Income  Tax  shall  be  charge<i 
for  the  year  beginning  the  sixth  day  of 
April  nineteen  hundred  at  the  rate  of  one 
shilling." 

Brokers*  Contract  Notes. 

3.  "  That  there  shall  be  charged  upon 
a  note  sent  by  any  person  carrying  on  tho 
business  of  a  broker  to  his  principal  ad- 
vising him  of  the  sale  or  purchase  of  any 
goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  the  stamp 
duty  following  (that  is  to  say)  : — 

If  the  goods,    wares,    or 
merchandise  are— 
Of    the    value    of  five 

pounds  and  under  the 

value  of  one  hundred 

pounds     one  penny. 
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Of  the  value  of  one  hun- 
dred pounds  or  up- 
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wards 


...one  shilling." 


Estate  Duty. 

4.  **  That  in  the  case  of  a  person  dying 
after  the  thirty-first  day  of  March,  nine- 
teen hundred,  property  real  or  personal 
in  whieh  that  person  or  any  other  person 
had  an  interest  limited  to  cease  on  the 
death  of  the  deceased  shall,  for  the  purpose 
of  the  Finance  Act,  1894,  and  the  Acts 
amending  that  Act,  be  deemed  to  pass  on 
the  death  of  the  deceased  notwithstanding 
that  such  interest  has  been  surrendered, 
assured,  or  otherwise  disposed  of  during 
the  lifetime  of  the  deceased  whether  for 
value  or  not  to  or  for  the  benefit  of  the 
remainderman  or  reversioner,  except 
where  the  surrender,  assurance,  or  dis- 
position was  boD&  fide  made  twelve 
months  before  the  death  of  the  deceased, 
and  bon4  fide  possession  and  enjoyment  of 
the  property  was  assumed  thereunder  by 
that  remainderman  or  reversioner  immedi- 
ately upon  the  surrender,  assurance,  or 
disposition,  and  thenceforward  retained 
to  the  entire  exclusion  of  the  person 
making  the  same,  and  of  any  benefit  to 
him  by  contract  or  otherwise." 

Finance  Act,  1894  (Modification  op 

Exclusions). 

5.  "That  the  exclusion  of  property 
from  aggregation  under  section  four  of 
the  Finance  Act,  1894,  shall  cease  to  take 
effect  except  as  regards  property  in  which 
the  deceased  never  had  an  interest,  but 
that  a  limited  abatement  or  return  of  the 
duty  may  be  allowed  in  certain  cases  in 
the  event  of  the  aggregation  with  any 
other  property  of  property  which  passes 
on  the  aeath  of  the  deceased  under  a 
disposition  made  by  a  person  (other  than 
the  deceased)  who  died  before  the  expira- 
tion of  the  first  day  of  August,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  ninety-four/' 

Finance  Act,  1896  ^Repeal  of 
Exclusions). 

6.  "  That  for  the  purpose  of  the  rate 
and  the  amount  of  estate  duty  or  settle- 
ment estate  duty,  the  exclusion  under 
section  seventeen  of  the  Finance  Act, 
1896,  of  any  fraction  from  the  principal 
value  of  the  estate  shall  cease.'' 
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Resolutions  read  a  second  time. 


B'irst  Resolution  agreed  to. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Louth,  N.) :  I  beg 
to  give  notice  that  when  this  Bill  comes 
on  for  Second  Reading  I  will  move  an  In- 
struction asking  that  the  principle  of  the 
loan  sh^ll  be  so  extended  as  to  enable  the 
colonies  to  participate  in  its  responsibilities, 
and  calling  attention  to  the  fact  that 
while  busnmen  from  the  colonies  are 
receiving  5s.  a  day,  Scottish,  Irish,  and 
English  soldiers  only  receive  Is.  3d. 

Bill  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr. 
James  William  Lowther,  Mr.  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer,  and  Mr.  Hanbury. 


WAR  LOAN  BILL. 

"  To  provide  for  raising  money  for  the 
present  War  in  South  Africa,"  presented 
accordingly,  and  read  the  first  time ;  to 
be  read  a  second  time  upon  Monday  next, 
and  to  be  printed.     [Bill  1 1 4.] 

Subsequent  Resolutions  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  an  Instruction  to  the 
Gentlemen  appointed  to  bring  in  a  Bill 
upon  the  Resolutions  reported  from  the 
Cfommitteeof  Ways  and  Means  on  the 
6th  instant,  and  then  agreed  to  by  the 
House,  that  they  do  make  provision  there- 
in pursuant  to  Resolutions  2,  3,  4,  5,  and 
6. — (Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exduquer,) 


ANCIENT  MONUMENTS  PROTECTION 

BILL. 

Read  a  second  time,  and  committed  for 
Tuesday  next. 


FINANCE  BILL. 

**To  grant  certain  duties  of  Customs 
and  Inland  Revenue,  to  alter  other  duties, 
and  to  amend  the  Law  relating  to  Customs 
and  Inland  Revenue  and  the  National 
Debt,  and  to  make  other  provision  for  the 
financial  arrangements  of  the  vear,"  pre- 
sented, and  read  the  first  time ;  to  be 
read  a  second  time  lupon  Monday  next, 
and  to  be  printed.     [Bui  115.] 

N 
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TRUCK  ACTS  AMENDMENT. 
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Bill  to  amend  the  Truck  Acts,  ordered 
to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Bi^oadhurst,  Sir 
Walter  Foster,  and  Mr.  Havelock  Wilson. 


TRUCK  ACTS  AMENDMENT  BILL. 

"To  amend  the  Truck  Acts,"  pre- 
sented, and  read  the  first  time;  to  be 
read  a  second  time  upon  Wednesday, 
April  4th,  and  to  be  printed.     [Bill  116.] 


SHOP  HOURS  ACTS  AMENDMENT. 

Bill  to  amend  the  Shop  Hours  Acts, 
ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Provand, 
Mr.  Samuel  Smith,  and  Mr.  Seton-Karr. 


SHOP  HOURS  ACTl^   AMENDMENT 

BILL. 

"To  amend  the  Shop  Hours  Acts," 
presented,  and  read  the  first  time ;  to  be 
read  a  second  time  upon  Friday,  April 
27th  next,  and  to  lie  piinted.     [Bill  11 7.] 


PUBLIC  ACCOUNTS  COMMITTEE. 
I^^rst  Report  brought  up^  and  rearl. 

Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be 
printed.     [Na  89.] 


VISIT  OF  THE  QUEEN   TO  LONDON. 

On  the  motion  for  the  adjournment  ol 
Ihe  House, 

The  FIRST  LORD  of  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  A.  J.  BALFauR,  Manchester, 
E.)  :    I   wish  to  read  two  notices  which 


will  appear  in  tomorrow  morning's  Paper. 
The  first  is  that  I  have  been  requested  by 
the  I^rd  Steward  to  state  that  members 
of  both  Houses  will  be  admitted,  on  pro- 
duction of  their  cards,  within  the  railings 
of  Buckingham  Palace  in  order  to  witne&s 
the  arrival  of  the  Queen,  which  is  ex- 
pected to  take  place  soon  after  12.30 
to-morrow. 


SOUTH  AFRICAN  WAR— NEWS  FROM 

THE  FRONT. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  :  I  have  further 
to  announce  that  the  following  telegram 
from  Lord  Roberts  has  been  i*eceived  at 
the  War  Office :— 

"Osfontein,  March  7,  4.30  p.m. 

"  March  7.  — Our  operations  to-day  proiui«e 
to  be  a  great  snecess. 

"The  enemy  occupied  position  four  mileft 
north  and  eleven  miles  Houth  of  Modder  River. 

"  I  placeil  Colvile's  Division  on  north  bank, 
Kelly-Kenny'rt  and  Tucker's,  with  Cavalry 
Division,  on  south  bank. 

*'  The  (^avalry  Division  succeedeil  in  turning 
the  left  dank,  opening  tbe  road  for  6th  Divi- 
sion, which  is  advancmg  >vithout  having  been 
obliged  to  fire  a  shot  up  to  {^resent  time— 12 
noon. 

";  Enemy  are  in  full  retreat  toward  north  and 
east,  being  closely  followed  liy  cavalry,  horse 
artillery,  and  mounted  infantry,  while  the  7tb 
(Tucker's)  and  9th  (Colvile's  Division)  an<l 
Guards  Brigade,  under  Fole-(^arew,  are  making 
their  way  across  the  river  at  Poplar's  Dnft, 
where  I  propose  to  place  my  headquarters  this 
evening. 

'^  Our  casualties  >vill,  I  trust,  be  few,  as  the 
enemy  were  quite  unprepared  for  being 
attacked  by  the  flank  and  having  their  com- 
munications with  Bloemfontein  thr^aitened." 


Adjourned  at  a  quarter  before 
Six  of  the  clocks 
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Private  BUI 
HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 
Thursday,  8(h  March,  1900. 


Business, 


^U 


{8  March  1900} 

with  respect  to  a  petition  of  Tipton  Urban 
District  Council :  Leave  given  to  present 
the  said  petition. 


EARL  OF  DESART. 


Ordered  and  Directed,  by  the  Lords 
Spiritual  and  Temporal  in  Parliament 
assembled,  That  a  Certificate  be  sent  by 
the  Clerk  of  the  Parliaments  to  the  Clerk 
of  the  Crown  in  Ireland,  stating  that  the 
Loi-d  Chancellor  of  the  United  Kingdom 
has  reported  to  the  House  of  Lords  that 
the  ri^ht  of  the  Earl  of  Desart  to  Vote  at 
the  elections  of  Representative  Peers  for 
Ireland  has  been  established  to  the  satis- 
faction of  him  the  said  Lord  Chancellor ; 
and  that  the  House  of  Lords  has  ordered 
such  report  to  be  sent  to  the  said  Clerk 
of  the  Crown  in  Ireland ;  and  it  is  hereby 
also  Ordered,  That  the  said  Report  of 
the  said  Lord  Chancellor  be  sent  to  the 
Clerk  of  the  Crown  in  Ireland. 


The    Lord    Sandhurst — Took    the 
Oath. 


PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 


The  Lord  Chancellor  acquainted  the 
House  that  the  Clerk  of  the  Parliaments 
had  laid  upon  the  Table  the  Certificate 
from  the  Examiners  that  the  further 
Standing  Orders  applicable  to  the  follow- 
ing Bill  have  been  complied  with  : — 

Cork  Electric  Tramways  [h.l,]. 

The  same  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
Table. 

MERSEY  DOCKS  AND  HARBOUR 
BOARD  BILL  [h.l.]. 

The  Chairman  of  Committees  informed 
the  House  that  the  opposition  to  the  Bill 
was  withdrawn.  The  Orders  made  on  the 
23rd  of  February  and  on  Tuesday  last 
discharged,  and  Bill  committed. 

BAKNSLEY  corporation  bill  [h.l.]. 
Read  2«. 

BREWERY  AND  COMMERCIAL  INVEST- 
MENT  TRUST,  LIMITED,  BILL  [h.l.]. 

Read  2*  (according  to  order). 

SOUTH   STAFFORDSHIRE  TRAMWAYS 

BILL  [H.L.]. 

Standing  Order  No.  92  considered 
(according  to  order),  and  dispensed  with, 
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DUBLIN  ELECTRIC  LIGHTING  BILL. 

BLACKPOOL,   ST.    ANNE*S,  AND 
LYTHAM  TRAMWAYS  BILL. 

The  Order  of  Tuesday  last  referring  the 
Examiner's  certificates  of  non-compliance 
with  the  Standing  Orders  to  the  Standing 
Orders  Committee,  discharged. 

NORTH    EASTERN  RAILWAY  (STEAM 
VESSELS)  BILL  [h.l.]. 

NORTH  EASTERN  RAILWAY  BILL 

[H.L.]. 

The  Order  made  on  Tuesday  last  ap- 
pointing certain  Lords  the  Select  Com- 
mittee  to  consider  the  Bills,  discharged. 


LONDON  HYDRAULIC  POWER 
COMPANY  HVLL  [h.l.]. 

Report  from  the  Committee  of  Selec- 
tion that  the  Five  Lords  appointed  a 
Select  Committee  on  the  Aston  Manor 
Tramways  Bill  [h.l.]  and  other  Bills,  do 
form  the  Select  Committee  for  the  con- 
sideration of  the  London  Hydraulic  Power 
Company  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  read,  and  agreed  to ; 
all  petitions  referred  to  the  Committee, 
with  leave  to  the  petitioners  praying  to  be 
heard  by  counsel  against  the  Bill  to  be 
heard  as  desired,  as  also  counsel  for  the 
Bill. 

ASTON  MANOR  TRAMWAYS  BILL  [h.l.]. 

I 

I  HIGHAM  FERRERS  WATER  BILL  [H.L.]. 

1  IPSWICH   CORPORATION    TRAMWAYS 

BILL  [H.L.]. 

LINCOLN  CORPORATION  (TRAMWAYS) 
I  BILL  [H.L.]. 

I  MENSTONE  WATER  (TRANSFER)  BILL 

!  [H.L.]. 

)  NEWPORT  CORPORATION   BILL  [h.l.]. 

NEWPORT     (MONMOUTHSHIRE)     GAS 

BILL   [H.L.]. 

LONDON    HYDRAULIC    POWER    COM- 
PANY BILL  [H.L.]. 

Report  from  the  Committee  of  Selec- 
tion, That  the  Lord  Manners  of  Haddon 
be  proposed  to  the  House  as  a  member  of 
the  Select  Committee  on  the  said  Bills  in 
the  place  of  the  Earl  of  Dartrey  ;  read, 
and  agreed  to. 

O 
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CHURCH'S  PATENT  BILL  [h.l.]. 
EAST  STIRLINGSHIRE   WATER  BILL 

[H.L,]. 

FALKIRK    AND    DISTRICT    WATER 
BILL    [H  L.]. 

FALKIRK  CORPORATION  BILL  [H.L.]. 

MOTHERWELL  WATER  BILL  [h.l.]. 

EAST  SHROPSHIRE  WATER  BILL  [h.l.] 

HEMEL  HEMPSTEAD  CORPORATION 
(WATER)  BILL  [h.l.], 

(IREAT  BERKHAMPSTEAD  WATER 

BILL  [H.L.] 


{LORDS} 


Ileports,  lir. 


:i3f. 


accordingly :  The  Committee  to  meet  on 
Tuesday,  the  20th  instant,  at  Eleven 
o'clock ;  and  all  petitions  referred  to  the 
Committee,  with  leave  to  the  petitioners 
praying  to  be  heard  by  counsel  agaiiLst 
the  Bills  to  be  heard  as  desired,  as  als*> 
counsel  for  the  Bills. 


PiETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETL\ 


CANADA-WEST  INDIES. 


Agreement     l)etween     the     Canadian 

^  .  c  i.u  r«  v^  f  cj  I  Grovernment  and  Messrs.  Pickford  and 
♦  •  l^P?rt  ;™™  theCommittee  of  i^elec- j  g,^  ^^yj^^  ^  steamsUp  service 
tion  that  the  Larlof  Dartrey  he  proposed  I  ^  ^^^^^  ^^^  ^^^  y^^^  ^^^^ 

to  the  xiouse  as  a  member  of  the  Select , 


Committee  on  the  said  Bills  in  the  place 
of  the  Lord  Manners  of  Haddon ;  read 
and  agreed  to. 


CHURCH  ESTATES  COMMISSION. 

•  Forty-ninth  Report  from  the  Church 
Estates  Commissioners,  for  the  year  pre- 
METROPOLITAN  POLICE  PROVISIONAL  '  ceding  Ist  March,  1900. 

Presented  (by  command),  and  orderetl 
to  lie  on  the  Table. 


MILITARY  LANDS  PROVISIONAL 
ORDER  BILL.. 

Brought  from  the  Commons. 

METROPOLITAN  POLICE  PROVISIONAL 
ORDER  BILL  [H.L.].     (No.  21.) 

MILITARY    LANDS  PROVISIONAL 
ORDER  BILL  [h.l.].     (No.  22.) 

Read  P ;  to  be  printed ;  and  referred 
to  the  Examineis. 

EDINBURGH  DISTRICT  LUNACY 
BOARD  BILL  [h.l.]. 

EDINBURGH  CORPORATION  BILL 

[H.L.]. 

ROTHERHITHE   AND    RATCLIFF 
TUNNEL  BILL  [H.L.] 

LONDON  SEA  WATER  SUPPLY   BILL 

[H.L.]. 

SUNDERLAND  CORPORATION  BILL 

[H.L.]. 

NORTH-EASTERN  RAILWAY  (STEAM 
VESSELS)  BILL  [H.L.] 

NORTH-EASTERN  RAILWAY  BILL 

[H.L.]. 

Report  from  the  Committee  of  Selec- 
tion, That  the  following  Lords  be  pro- 
posed to  the  House  to  form  the  Select 
Committee  for  the  consideration  of  the 
said  Bills  ;  namely — 

V.  Falkland, 

L.  Colchester, 

L.  Blythswood, 

L.  Muncaster, 

L.  Avebury  (chairman) ; 


agreed  to  ;  and  the  said  Lords  appointed    printed.     (No.  20.) 


GREENWICH    HOSPITAL     AND     TKA 
VERS'  FOUNDATION  (CAPITAL   AND 
INCOME  ACCOUNTS,  1898-99). 

Accounts  of  the  receipt  and  expendi- 

I  ture   of  the  capital  and   of  the   income 

I  derived  from  the  lands  and  other  property 

,  held  for  the  benefit  of  Greenwich  Hospital 

and  the  foundation   of  Samuel  Travers, 

Esquire,  for  the  year  ended  3 Ist  March, 

1899 ;  together  with  the  Report   of  the 

Comptroller  and  Auditor  General  thereon. 

SUPERANNUATION. 

Treasury  Minute,  dated  22nd  February, 
1900,  declaring  that  Mr.  Roger  Failing 
Sleigh,  sub-postmaster,  Morley,  Leed«, 
under  the  General  Post  Office  Depar;- 
ment,  was  appointed  without  a  civil 
sen'ice  certificate  through  inadvertence 
on  the  part  of  the  head  of  his  depart- 
ment. 

Ijaid  l>efore  the  House  (pursuant  to 
Act),  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table. 

UNIVERSITIES  (SCOTLAND)  ACT,   1889 

(SECTION  21). 

Ordinance  No.  1  of  the  Universitv 
Court  of  the  University  of  Edinbiu'gh 
providing  for  the  separation  of  the 
teaching  of  medical  jurisprudence  of 
{  forensic  medicine  and  public  health  in 
the  University  of  Edinburgh  ;  laid  }>efore 
the  House  (pursuant  to  Act),  and  to  Iw 
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SIR  JOHN   SOANE'S  MUSEUM.  ,  which  orighially  was  made  by  the  Cape 

Statement  of  the  funds,  5th  January,  '  Colony.     It  was  also  originally  worked 

1900;  Delivered  (pursuant  to  Act),  and  I  by  the   Cape  Colony,   but   there  was  a 

oitlered  to  lie  on  the  Table.  clause  in  the  agreement  by  which   the 

Orange  Free  State  was  enabled,  if  at  any 

;  time  it  should  see  fit,  to  purchase  the 

PFTTTIO  V  same.     Some  few  years  ago,  for  reasons 

which  I  dare  say  we  can  now  imagine, 

the  Orange  Free  State  saw  fit  to  exercise 

CENSUS.  ,  this  right  of  purchase,  and  they  acquired 

Petition  that  a  statement  may  be  made  \  the  railway  from  the   Cape   Colony  for 

in  the  next  census  of  the  religious  deno- 1  .£2,450,000,  of  which  loan  they  have  repaid 

minations  to     which  those    enumerated   ^650,000.     At  the  present  time  they  owe 


Y>elong ;  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the 
Church   of  Scotland;  read,   and  ordered 


to     the    Cape    Colony    £1,800,000.       I 
wish  to  point  out  in  passing  that  on  this 


trt  lie  upon  the  Table  '  showing    alone   there  is  a  clear  sum  of 

*  '  £650,000  by  which  the  capital  cost  of  this 

'  railway  has  been  diminished,  and  which 

f  f-xr\r^v  v»TT  T  ru  1  i                  ,  could    be    Otherwise  used  in  any  future 

LUNACY    tMliU    LH.L.J.  ^        t    ^u-    i     i.i_    j.  •         ii  t  j 

,,      .  ^    ,  ,.  1    V      4         ^     arrangement.     I  thmk  that  is  all  1  need 

Read  3-  (acw>rdmg  to  order) ;  Amend-  ^.j^^  regard  to  the  Orange  Free  State, 

mento  made  ;  Bill  passed,  and  sent  to  the    although  it  is  true  that  there  is  another 

Commons.  |  gjiQ^t  ij^e  which  starts  from  the  border  of 

I  Natal,  coming  from  Ladysmith,  and  which 
S4>UTH     AFRK-AN     REPUBLIC     AND  '  goes  down  to  Harrismith  and  to  Bethle- 
ORANGE     FREE     STATE  -  STATE    hem.     That   railway    was   made   by  the 
AND  PRIVATE  RAILWAYS.  !  colony  of  Natal,  and  at  the  present  time, 

*TuE  Earl  of  CAMPERDOAVN  :  My  |  I  believe,  is  worked,  or  was  worked  until 
I»rd8,  I  beg  to  move  for  a  Return  with  I  October  last,  by  them.    When  we  come  to 
reference  to  each  of  the  railways  in  the    the  Transvaal  Republic  the  question  is  a 
Orange   Free  State  and    in    the    South  I  very  much  larger  one.     The  railway  sys- 
African   Republic  respectively,   showing    tem  of  that  Republic,  speaking  broadly, 
whether  suck  railways  belong  to  the  State  ,  belongs  to  one  large  and  powerful  com- 
or  to  private  companies ;  and  also  giWng    pany    which    has     its    headquarters    in 
the   cost  or  capital  value  of    the  same.    Holland,  and  which  has  in  many  very  im- 
The  object  ana  purpose  of  this  motion    portant  respects  mixed  itself  up  in  the 
will,    I  think,  be  sufficently  transparent  i  business   and    the   affairs    of   the   State, 
and  clear  to  your  Lordships.    In  a  certain    Originally  the  concession  in  respect  to  the 
set  of  circumstances  which,  I  hope,  may    NetherlandsRailway  was  given  in  the  year 
not  l)e  very  far  distant,  it  will  be  neces-    1884  to  certain   Hollander  and   German 
sary    to    consider    very     carefully    and  \  capitalists.     In  1887  that  concession  was 
closely  the  value  of  the  railways  in  the    floated     by    them,    and     the     company 
two    republics,    and    it     seems    to    me    appeared  in  the  following  form.     There 
essential  that    we    should     possess,      so    were  2,000  shares  of  100  guilders  each, 
far    as    it    is     possible,     the     requisite  •  The  nominal  capital  of  the  company  at 
knowledge     in     order     to     enable     an  i  that  time  was  <£  166,000  in  round  figures, 
intelligent      opinion      to      be      formed,    and  I  would  ask  your  Lordships'  atten- 
It  is  not   possible  for  an   individual   to    tion  to  the  shares  and  the  way  in  which 
i^ecure   this   information    with   accuracy,    they   were    divided.      To    the    German 
"but  so  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  do  so,  '  shareholders   819    shares   were  allotted, 
I   have   looked   into  certain   figures  and    carrying  with  them  thirty  votes ;  to  the 
facts  which  I  have  been  able  to  obtain    Republic  itself  600  shares  were  allotted, 
with   regard    to  these   railways,  and   if  I  carrying  with  them  six  votes  ;  but  to  the 
your   Lordships  will   pardon    me    for   a    Hollander  portion  of  the  shareholders  581 
minute  or  two  I  will  make  a  short  state- ;  shares  were  allotted,  carrying  seventy-six 
ment  with  regard  to  them.     I  will  take    votes.      Therefore  the   Hollander  share- 
ifirst  the  Orange  Free  State.     The   rail- 1  holders,  with  less  than  one-third  of  the 
way  communication  of  the  Orange  Free    shares  and  less   than    one-third  of  the 
StAte    consists  chiefly    of    the    railway  l  capital,  had  double  as  much  voting  power 
which   runs  throughout  that  State,  And  \  as    the    Transvaal     Republic    and    the 
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(xerman  capitalists  put  together.  Your 
Lordships  will  not  be  surprised  when 
I  say  that  this  arrangement  was  made 
at  the  time  when  Dr.  Leyds  was  the 
attorney  of  the  Transvaal  Government. 
The  system  of  railway  extends  now  to 
717  miles,  and  the  capital,  as  it  now 
stands,  is  £1,667,000,  besides  which  ob- 
ligations have  been  issued  amounting  to 
£7,000,000,  so  that  the  whole  capital  is 
£8,667,000.  At  the  present  moment — 
and  this  is  a  very  important  point — there 
are  14,000  shares  issued,  of  which  5,758 
shares  belong  to  the  Transvaal  Republic 
and  8,242  to  other  persons.  With  regard 
to  the  pecuniary  transactions  and  the 
financial  position  of  the  company  itself, 
it  appears  from  the  accounts  of  1898, 
which  are  very  difficult  indeed  to  under- 
stand, and  are,  I  think,  not  intended  to 
be  understood,  that  there  are  no  less  than 
three  different  forms  of  giving  dividends, 
but,  as  far  as  I  can  make  out,  the  share- 
holders— of  whom,  of  course,  the  Republic 
represents  nearly  three- sevenths — received 
about  14  per  cent,  upon  their  money, 
besides  which  there  was  a  surplus 
which  amounted  to  £608,000,  of  which 
85  per  cent.,  by  the  concession,  went 
to  the  State,  and  15  per  cent, 
to  the  shareholders.  Under  that  clause, 
in  the  year  1898,  the  sum  of  no  less 
than  £575,000  was  paid  to  the  South 
African  Republic.  It  \nll  be  seen,  there- 
fore, what  a  valuable  asset  this  ought  to 
be.  Not  merely  have  you  the  value  of 
the  shares,  but  if  things  continue  in  the 
same  way  as  up  to  the  end  of  the  year 
1898  the  State,  or  those  who  represent 
the  State,  will  have  at  their  control  the 
sum  of  nearly  £600,000.  Your  Lordships 
can  calculate  for  yourselves  on  how  much 
capital  that  sum  alone  would  pay  interest. 
The  head  office  of  this  company  is  in 
Holland,  but  fortunately  the  line  itself 
is  in  the  Transvaal,  and  hereafter  it  is 
(juite  possible,  and  I  hope  it  is  quite 
certain,  that  very  careful  investigation 
will  be  made  into  the  transactions  of  this 
company  and  into  the  manner  in  which 
they  conduct  their  business.  There  is 
one  other  line  in  the  South  African 
Republic  about  which  I  should  like  to  say 
a  word.  It  is  the  Pretoria  to  Pieters- 
burg  line.  I  find  that  that  line 
was  reristered  in  1896  under  British 
law.  Fifty  thousand  £10  shares 
were  issued,  of  which  30,000  belong 
to  the  Government  and  20,000  to 
other  persons.     But,  besides  that,  there 

Tkf  Earl  of  Campcrdoivn, 


have  been  two  issues  of  debentures,  one 
of  £250,000  4  per  cent,  debentures  issued 
by  Messrs.  Morton,  Rose  and  Co.,  and 
another  of  £700,000  which  has  been 
guaranteed  by  the  Government.  The 
history  of  this  line  is  rather  pathetic.  It 
was  finished  in  1899,  and  in  October  of 
the  same  year,  on  the  outbreak  of  the 
war,  was  seized  by  the  Republican 
Government.  At  the  present  time  the 
contractors  and  others  have,  I  under- 
stand, raised  law  suits.  There  are  further 
lines  in  the  Transvaal,  on  which  it  is 
hardly  necessary  to  say  anything.  In 
respect  to  one,  a  Mr.  Barend  Vorster,  a 
member  of  the  First  Raad,  by  presents 
and  by  corruption  of  every  sort  and 
kind  openly  administered  to  the  mem- 
bers of  the  First  Raad,  and  sulv 
sequently  justified  by  President  Kruger, 
obtained  a  concession.  I  do  not 
know  what  the  capital  of  the  company  is, 
but  although  the  line  itself  is  reported  to 
be  only  200  miles  long,  debentures  for 
£500,000  were  issued.  That  was  also  an 
arrangement  which  was  made  under  the 
administration  of  Dr.  Leyds  in  the  year 
1890.  Your  Lordships  will  not  be  sur- 
prised to  hear  that  the  contractor  took 
the  contract  at  £9,600  per  mile, 
and  two  days  later  sublet  it  at 
£7,000  per  mile,  thus  putting  over 
£500,000  in  his  own  pocket.  There  are 
some  other  smaller  lines  in  the  Republic. 
There  is  a  line  from  Pretoria  to  Koomati 
Poort,  and  a  line  from  Koomati  Poort  to 
Leydsdorp,  with  regard  to  the  financial 
position  of  which  I  can  obtain  no  informa- 
tion. I  hope  I  have  said  enough  to  show 
that  it  is  very  desirable  that  we  should 
have  the  information  I  ask  for  as  early  as 
possible.  I  submit  to  your  Lordships 
that  my  inquiry  for  information  is  not  a 
premature  one.  It  has  been  said  more 
than  once  lately  that  persons  who  have 
made  similar  motions  have  been  endea- 
vouring to  divide  the  skin  of  the  bear 
before  he  is  dead.  I  do  not  propose  to 
divide  the  skin  of  the  bear,  but  I  want  to 
know  whether  he  has  a  skin,  and,  if  he 
has,  what  the  value  of  that  skin  is. 
The  mistake  we  have  always  made 
hitherto  with  regard  to  South  Africa 
is  that  we  have  never  done  anything,  or 
begun  to  do  anything,  until  it  was  too  late. 
The  liabilities  already  entailed  by  this 
war  amount,  I  think,  to  something  like 
£60,000,000.  This  is  to  be  paid,  in  th(» 
first  instance,  by  the  taxpayers  of  this 
country.     It  is  quite  clear  that  Parlia- 
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ment  ought,  and  the  taxpayers  will 
expect  them,  to  conduct  the  most  minute 
investigation  into  the  property  of  the 
two  Republics,  so  as  to  ascertain  what 
their  powers  are  of  paying  for  the  war 
which  they  have  forced  upon  us  against 
our  will  and  in  so  insolent  a  manner.  I 
daresay  there  mav  be  other  inquiries  of 
the  same  sort  whicli  will  have  to  be  insti- 
tuted. There  should  be  a  proper  inquiry 
into  the  present  position  of  the  National 
Bank  of  South  Africa,  another  of  the 
financial  concerns  which  have  been 
largely,  if  not  chiefly,  started  and  held 
in  Holland.  I  hope  your  Lordships  will 
agree  with  me  that  it  is  desirable  that 
this  information  should  be  laid  upon  the 
Table.     I  move  accordingly. 

Moved,  "That  an  humble  address  be 
presented  to  Her  Majesty  for  a  Return 
with  reference  to  each  of  the  railways  in 
the  Orange  Free  State  and  in  the  South 
African  Republic  respectively,  showing 
whether  such  railways  belong  to  the 
State  or  to  private  companies  ;  and  also 
giving  the  cost  or  capital  value  of  the 
same. — (The  Earl  of  Camperdaum,) 


The  under  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  FOR  THE  COLONIES  (The  Eari 
of  Selborne)  :  My  Lords,  there  is  no 
objection  to  granting  the  Return  which 
the  noble  Lora  has  moved  for,  though  I 
cannot  hold  out  any  hope  of  being  able  to 
furnish  it  within  any  very  brief  interval 
of  time,  because  much  of  the  information 
that  will  be  required  to  render  the  Return 
complete  has  yet  to  be  sought  for.  If 
the  noble  Lord  will  communicate  to  me 
the  exact  form  in  which  he  would  like 
the  Return  to  be  made  out,  the  Department 
which  I  represent  will  do  its  best  to  meet 
his  wishes.  The  noble  Lord  has  given  a 
slight  sketch  of  the  history  of  the  main 
lines  in  the  Orange  Free  State  and 
the  South  African  Republic,  and  although 
the  figures  at  my  disposal  do  not  in  every 
respect  entirely  tally  with  those  quoted 
by  the  noble  Lord,  yet  I  think  the 
general  sketch  he  has  ^ven  to  the  House 
is  an  accurate  one.  The  chief  authorities 
at  present  available  on  this  question — and 
there  is  a  great  de^  of  information  to 
be  found  in  them — are,  in  the  first  place, 
the  Report  of  the  Industrial  Commission 
of  the  South  African  Republic  ;  secondly, 
the  Report  on  the  Finances  of  that 
Republic  for  the  year  1898 ;  and  last, 
but  by   no    means    least,    the    Experts' 


Report  of    the   Delagoa  Bay    Tribunal, 

which  contains  a  mass  of  information  on 

South    African    Railways.       The    noblo 

Lord  will  not  expect  me  now  to  express 

any  opinion  on  the  part  of  Her  Majesty's 

Government  on  'those   points  of  future 

policy  on  which  he  hjis  touched.     But  1 

can  assure  him  that  the  Government  are 

fully  alive  to   the   importance  in  South 

African  politics  of  the  system  of  South 

African  railways.     It  is  a  commonplace — 

the  influence  of  railways  in  this  century 

on  the   development — social,  industrial, 

and  political — of  various  countries.     But 

I  do  not  know  any  region  in  the  world 

in  which  the  railway  system  is  likely  to 

play    a   more   important    part   in    these 

respects  than  Soutn  Africa. 
I 

On  Question,  agreed  to. 

U.  K.  AMBASSADOR  AT  WASHINGTON 
—RETENTION  OF  LORD  PAUNCE- 
FOTE  BEYOND  HIS  PERIOD  OF 
OFFICE. 

Lord  NEWTON  :  My  Lords,  I  rise  to 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs  whether,  in  view  of  the  valuable 
services  rendered  by  Lord  Pauncefote  as 
Ambassador  at  Washington,  the  advisa- 
bility of  further  prolonging  his  tenure  of 
office  will  be  considered.  In  putting  this 
question,  perhaps  it  would  be  as  well  if  I 
explained  that  there  is  an  excellent  rule 
in  Her  Majesty^s  Diplomatic  Senice, 
instituted,  if  I  am  not  mistaken,  by  the 
noble  Marquess  the  Prime  Minister  him- 
self, that  all  persons  holding  office  should 
retire  on  attaining  the  age  of  seventy. 
That  rule  has  been  rigidly  obser\'ed,  and 
the  only  exception  I  can  recall  ia  the  case 
of  the  late  Lord  Lyons.  Lord  Pauncefote 
has  attained  the  age  of  seventy,  and  his 
tenure  of  office  has  already,  I  believe,  been 
extended  for  one  year.  It  is  the  general 
feeling  that  under  the  exceptional  circum- 
stances which  prevail  a  further  relaxation 
of  the  official  regulations  might  in  this 
case  be  made  with  advantage.  It  is  quite 
unnecessary,  and  it  would,  indeed,  l>e  pre- 
sumptuous on  my  part  to  do  so,  to  dwell 
on  the  excessive,  I  may  almost  say  over- 
whelming, importance  of  our  relations 
with  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
at  the  present  moment,  but  there  is  no 
harm  in  saving  that  the  task  of  maintain- 
ing those  relations  upon  their  present  happy 
footing  is  not  likely  to  prove  less  difficult  in 
the  immediate  future.  In  addition  to  ques- 
tions of  great  delicacy  and  great  intricacy 
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which  are  now  pending,  we  have  looming  \  every  cause  to  express  our  gratitude  to 
in  the  near  futuie  a  Presidential  i  Lord  Pauncefote  that  at  a  critical  time 
election,  and  as  your  Lordships  are  ,  when  his  remarkable  experience  and  the 
aware,  a  Presidential  election  in  singular  aptitude  he  has  shown  in  the 
America  is  productive  of  political ,  fulfilment  of  the  peculiar  duties  of  his 
eccentricities  which  are  unknown  in  older  office  render  it  desirable  he  should  c<>n- 
and  less  enterprising  countries.  I  need  '  tinue  in  it,  he  has  consented  to  do  so. 
scarcely  remind   your  Lordships  of  the 


unfortunate  occurrences  which  took  place 
during    the  tenure   of   office   of  former 


The    Earl   of    KIMBERLEY  :    My 
Lords,  I  think  we  may  in  one  sense  be 


Ambassador.  Under  these  circum-  grateful  to  the  noble  Lord  opposite  for 
stances  it  will  probablv  have  occurred  to  i  mentiomng  this  matter,  although  we  were 
almost  everybody  that  the  present  I  ^^^^^  ^"^^^  ^^«  period  of  service  of  Lord 
moment  is  hardly  an  opportune  one  for  a  Pauncefote  was  to  be  prolonged.  It  ha» 
change,  more  especially  as  this  country  !  g^^en  us  an  opportunity  of  expressing 
happens  to  be  represented  by  a  highly  I  ^^  &^^  satisfaction  with  what  has  been 
distinguished  public  servan.t  who  not '  ^^^^y  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^  Pauncefote,  at  his 
only  enjoys  the  confidence  of  his  own  '  ^g®  and  at  a  time  of  the  year  when  the 
countrymen,  but  is  in  the  happy  position  of  American  climate  is  not  very  agreeable, 
being  at  once  apparently  a  j^er^wwa  grata  to  I  ^^  willing  to  place  his  valuable  services  at 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  and  ^^^  disposal  of  the  Government  for  a 
also  to  the  American  people.  I  observ^e  longer  period, 
that  the  answer  to  the  question  which  I 

have  put  on  the  Paper  has  already  been  SOUTH  AFRICAN  WAR—CLOTH  I  N<; 
supplied  in   anticipation   l)y   one  of  the  ^^^  TWL  TROOPS, 

newspapers.  I  have  no  means  of  ascer- 1  The  Earl  of  LEV  EN  and  MEL' 
taining  whether  this  semi-official  an-  \  VILLE :  My  Lords,  I  rise  to  ask  the 
nouncement  is  well  founded  or  not;  but  I  !  Secretary  of  State  for  War  whether  he 
am  convinced  of  this,  that  if  the  noble  i  will  state  what  warm  clothing  is  being 
Marquess  is  in  a  position  to  officially  i  sent  out  for  the  troops  serving  in  South 
corroborate  what  has  l>een  unofficially  Africa  during  the  approaching  winter  in 
stated  it  will  give  universal  and  unmixed  j  that  country.     I  venture  to  ask  this  ques 

tion  because  I  think  there  is  at  the  present 
moment  a  feeling  of  uncertainty  and  even 
of  anxiety  abroad  as  to  the  question  of 


satisfaction. 
The  prime  MINLSTER  and  SECRE- 


TARY  OF  STATE  for  FOREIGN  the  clothing  for  our  troops  at  the  seat  of 
AFFAIRS  (The Marquess  of  Salisbury)  :  I  war.  I  notice  in  The  Times  of  February 
My  Lords,  my  noble  friend  has  rather  done  j  20th,  in  a  private  letter,  a  quotation  from 
what  the  French  call  breaking  in  an  open  a  telegram  sent  home  by  Major-General 
door,  because  this  measure,  wnich  he  pra  i  Barton,  in  which  he  asked  for  warm 
perly  recommends,  was  taken  some  days  strone  underclothing  for  his  men,  who 
ago.  I  entirely  agree,  and  every  one  must  |  were  beginning  to  suffer  greatly  from  the 
agree,    in  any  eulogy   passed  on   Lord  '  chill  of  the  nights.      It  appears  to  me  a 


Pauncefote,  and   I   have  shown  that    I 
concur  with  the  noble  Lord  by  the  course 


serious  matter  when  a  general  officer  has 
to  telegraph  home  in  terms  of  that  de- 


I  have  taken  in  extending  his  tenure  of  i  scription  for  clothing  which  is  realh 
office.  The  only  observ'ation  I  would  '  absolutely  necessary  if  the  men  are  ti> 
make  is  that  the  noble  Lord's  question  continue  efficient  and  healthy  at  their 
rather  implied  that  this  extension  is  a  re-  work.  Some  time  ago  I  had  a  letter  from 
ward  for  valuable  ser\'ices.  I  think  that '  a  colonel  of  one  of  our  Line  regiments 
the  case  stands  the  othe^  way.  It  is  to  Lord  |  who  had  had  some  money  sent  out 
Pauncefote  we  have  to  express  our  thanks  to  him  with  the  request  that  he 
that  he  has  been  kind  enough  to  under-  would  provide  his  men  with  tobacco 
take  the  work  for  another  period.  He  and  other  comforts.  He  replied  that  the 
does  so  at  considerable  inconvenience,  as  Government  had  given  the  men  thin 
he  has  sent  his  family  to  England,  and    linen  drawers,  which  in  a  climate  like  that 


without  wishing  to  say  anything  indis- 
creet about  the  American  climate,  I  believe 
the  summer  is  not  the  most  desirable 
period  of  the  year.      Therefore  we  have 

Lord  Keuian. 


of  South  Africa,  where  men  perspire, 
become  damp  and  cold  next  the  slcin,  and 
that  he  haa  spent  £100  in  procuring 
warm  clothing.     It  must  be  rememberou 
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that  this  letter  and  this  telegram  were   by  giving  him  an  idea  of  what  we  are 
sent  at  a  date  when  they  had  practically    doing,  or  are  about  to  do,  in  regard  to  the 
summer  weather,  and  that  they  are  look-   principal  articles  of  the  soldier's  wardrobe, 
ing  forward  to  a  time  when  the  weather    In  the  first  place,  there  is  his  fighting 
will  1»e  much  colder.     Although  at  night   suit.     That,  as  the  House  knows,  is  made 
the      thermometer      may      not      reach    of  what  we  commonly  call  khaki — a  word 
any  low  degree,  the  variation  between  the    which,  of  course,  describes  the  colour  and 
heat   in  the  middle  of  the  day  and  the    not  the   material.      The  khaki   clothing 
temperature  at  night  is  very  great.     I '  which,  until  the  present  campaign,  has 
know  that  to  provide  warm  clothing  will    been  issued  to  the  Army  has  been  cotton 
entail  expense,  but  I  am  sure  the  noble    khaki,  commonly  called  khaki  drill.     Of 
Man |uess  will  be  one  of  the  last  to  let  the    that  khaki  drill  two  suits  have  usually 
<luesiioi)   of  expense  interfere  with    the    been  issued  to  each  soldier,  besides  the 
reasonable  supply  of  proper  clothing  for   ordinary  clothing  for  campaigning  pur- 
the    regiments    in    South    Africa.     But    poses.     We  are  substituting  for  one  of 
behind  the  noble  Marquess  there  always    these  suits  a  suit  of  khaki  woollen  serge, 
stands  the  Treasury.     Even  as  a  matter    which  is  obviously  much  more  suitable  to 
of  economy  warm  clothing  should  be  sent '  the    climate.        Of    these    khaki    serge 
out.     Every  man  is  worth  to  the  country    suits,  140,000  have  been  sent  out,  either 
at  the  lowest  estimate  £150,  and  if  his    with  the  men  as  they  embarked,  or  so  a» 
health  gives  way  not  only  are  his  services  .  to  follow  them.     That  number  ought  to- 
lost,  but  he  becomes  a  burden,  for  he  goes  i  pro\4de  one  suit  for  every  man  who  has- 
into  hospital.     Therefore,  if  you  lose  one    already   started  for    South    Africa.      In 
man  through  the  want  of  proper  clothing  '  addition  to  that,  we   hope  to  send  out 
you   lose  as   much  as  would  supply    a  ;  weekly  consignments  of  from  10,000  to 
regiment  with  the  necessary  articles  that '  15,000  suits  of  khaki    serge.      I  am  a 
are  required.     A  question  on  this  subject    little  uncertain  as  to  the  exact  number,, 
was  asked  the  other  day  in  another  place,    because  in  this  matter  we  are,  to  a  cer- 
and  Mr.   Powell-Williams  is   reported  to    tain  extent,  in  the  hands  of  the  contrac- 
have  said  in  reply*  that  two  flannel  or    tors  ;  there  are  very  few  of  them  who  are 
worsted  belts  were  issued  to  every  man    able  to  produce  material  of  the  quality 
going    to    South   Africa,  and  a  reserve    which   we     require.     Then,    as    regards 
supjSy  was  being  sent  out.  The  Financial  '  shirts,  each  man  takes  out  with  him  two 
Secretary  to  the  War  Office  also  said  that  i  flannel   shirts.     Besides    these  we    have 
considerable  reserves  of    wann  clothing    sent  out   96,000,  and  we  hope  to  go  on 
had   already  been   sent  out,   and    more    sending  them  out  at  the  rate  of  about 
woukl  be  sent  as  supplies  came  in.     I  do    25,000     per    week.     Each    man    has    a 
not  think  anyone  would  urge  that  flannel    woollen  jersey  as  part  of  his  kit.     We 
belts  are  sufficient,  and  I  hope  the  noble    have  already   sent  out   42,000  more  to 
Marquess  will  be  able  to  remove  the  im-    meet  additional    requirements,   and    we 
pression  which  certainly  exists  in  many    hope  to  send  out  jerseys  at  the  rate  of 
(jnarters,  that  if  the  men' are  to  have  the    20,000  a  week.     Then,  each  man  has  two 
absorlKjnt     clothing    necessary    in    that    flannel  belts  to  start  with.     We  have  sent 
climate   it   will  have  to  be  provided  by    out  40,000  more,  and  expect  to  be  able  to 
other  means  than  at  the  expense  of  the    send  out  others  at  the  rate  of  50,000  a 
(Joveniment.  ,  week  during  the  next  few  weeks.     We 

I  are  also  sending  out  weekly  a  consicn- 
The  secretary  of  STATE  for  ment  of  50,000  pairs  of  woollen  socks, 
WAR  (The  Marquess  of  Lansdowne)  :  and  330,000  pairs  have  already  gone  out. 
My  noble  friend  may  rest  assured  that  ,  We  have  sent  out  26,000  great  coats,  and 
we  are  quite  alive  to  the  necessity  of  i  hope  to  send  out  from  3,000  to  8,000  a 
supplying  the  troops  in  South  Africa  with  \  week  to  replace  those  which  originally 
warm  clothing  of  a  kind  suitable  to  enable  went  out  with  the  men,  and,  no  doubt, 
them  to  stand  the  climate,  which  we  all  are  beginning  to  show  signs  of  wear.  Then 
know  is  likely  before  long  to  become  ,  we  shall  send  10,000  woollen  caps 
somewhat  severely  cold.  I  think  the  best ,  weekly  to  replace  the  woollen' caps  which 
way  in  which  I  can  answer  his  question  is  '  went  out  with  the  men.  I  may  also  men- 
tion  that  in   this  campaign  we  have  for 

•  See  7%e  Parliammtary  Debates  [Fourth    ^^®  first,  time  made  an  issue  to  the  un- 
.Serie»*i  Vol.  LxxWii.,  p.  1226.  i  mounted    troops     of    woollen     drawers. 
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Hitherto,  I  believe,  it  has  been  customary 
to  give  cotton  drawers  only,  and  these 
•only  to  the  mounted  men.  Therefore  we 
have  made  a  new  departure  which,  I  am 
fiure,  will  commend  itself  to  my  noble 
friend.  Before  the  cold  weather  sets  in  in 
♦South  Africa  we  shall  issue  two  pairs  of 
woollen  drawers  to  the  whole  of  the  dis- 
mounted troops ;  200,000  pairs  have 
already  gone,  and  it  is  hoped  to  send  out 
20,000  pairs  a  week.  The  only  other 
matter  which  I  need  notice  is  that  of 
blankets.  Each  man  took  out  two  blan- 
kets with  him.  We  have  sent  out  166,000 
more,  and  we  are  continuing  to  send  them 
out  at  the  rate  of  30,000  a  month.  Of 
course  I  need  not  tell  your  Lordships  that 
these  articles  of  clothing  are  issued  quite 
irrespectively  of  those  which  the  great 
^generosity  of  the  public  has  in  many  cases 
supplied  to  the  troops.  I  have  only  to 
«ay  before  I  sit  down  that  I  heard  with 
regret  that  part  of  my  noble  friend's 
speech  in  which  he  endeavoured  to  per- 
suade us  that  as  a  mere  matter  of  economy 
at  was  desirable  that  we  should  supply  a 
soldier  liberally  with  clothing  of  this 
kind.  He  said — "  Your  soldier  is  worth 
^150  to  you ;  therefore  do  not  let  him  im- 
pair his  health."  I  can  assure  him  that 
that  is  not  the  point  of  view  upon  which 
we  have  gone,  and  I  must  also  be  per- 
mitted to  add  that  in  matters  of  this  kind 
I  have  on  no  single  occasion  found  the 
Treasury  at  all  averse  to  supplying  me 
with  the  funds  which  were  required. 

The  Earl  of  LEVEN  and  MEL- 
TILLE:  My  Lords,  I  hope  I  may  be 
allowed  to  thank  the .  noble  Marquess  for 
his  answer,  and  to  express  my  satisfac- 
tion that  these  articles  are  being  sent  out. 
I  had  no  intention  of  suggesting  that  the 
noble  Marquess  would  look  upon  the 
supply  of  clothing  to  the  troops  from  the 
point  of  view  of  economy,  but  what  I  said 
was  that  behind  the  noble  Marquess  there 
might  be  someone  with  whom  the  ques- 
tion of  expense  would  weigh. 


BOER    PRISONERS-PLACE    OF 
CUSTODY. 

*L0RD  LOCH  :  I  rise  to  ask  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  War  if  he  can  give  any 
assurance  that  the  Boer  prisonei*s,  now 
amounting  to  several  thousands,  will  not 
be  interned  in  places  in  proximity  to  the 
Dutch  districts  of  the  Cape  Colony,  or  in 
any   considerable   numbers  in   the  Cape 

The  Margness  of  Lansdowne. 


peninsula.  The  question  of  which  I  have 
given  notice  is  due  to  a  considerable 
anxiety  which  I  believe  has  been  felt  in 
this  country  as  well  as  in  South  Afi-ica 
with  regard  to  the  places  where  it  is  pro- 
posed to  place  the  large  numl^er 
of  Boer  military  prisoners  who  are 
now  in  Cape  Town.  The  unrest  which 
unfortunately  exists  in  the  Dutch 
districts  in  the  southern  portion  of  South 
Africa  renders  it  a  matter  of  very  grave 
importance  that  these  prisoners  should 
not  be  interned  in  any  near  proximity  to 
those  provinces,  or  in  those  districts 
themselves.  I  am  quite  aware  that  there 
is  great  difficulty  in  finding  proper  and 
suitable  places  where  they  can  be  placed. 
There  are,  however,  certain  places  on  the 
east  coast,  as  well  as  beyond  the  great 
naval  station  at  Simons  Bay,  where  there 
is  a  promontory  on  which  some  3,000  to 
4,000  men  could  be  interned  with  the 
greatest  ease  and  kept  safely,  without 
any  chance  of  escape,  by  a  very  small 
force.  I  understand,  however,  that  it  has 
been  suggested  that  some  of  the  prisoners 
should  be  sent  to  St.  Helena.  I  dare  say 
there  may  be  an  advantage  in  sending 
some  of  them  to  that  island  but  I  ques- 
tion very  much  whether  the  large 
number  of  prisoners,  who  now  amount  to 
between  6,000  and  7,000,  could  be  locate 
with  any  great  advantage  in  that  country. 
We  must  bear  in  mind  that  the  majority 
of  the  Boers  have  never  seen  the  sea,  and 
they  would  regard  being  sent  to  St. 
Helena  as  a  ^eater  punishment  inflict^ 
on  their  prisoners  than  is  meted  out 
by  the  Transvaal  Government  to  our 
prisoners  at  present  in  Pretoria. 
If,  however.  Her  Majesty's  Government 
have  consulted  Sir  Alfred  Milner  on  the 
question,  and  if  he  approves  of  the  place 
where  the  prisoners  are  to  be  located, 
then  I  am  quite  satisfied  that  whatever 
decision  may  have  been  arrived  at  is  the 
best  both  from  political  and  military  con- 
siderations. I  have  referred  to  the  unrest 
which  is  at  present  unhappily  on  the 
increase  in  the  Dutch  districts  in  the 
southern  part  of  the  colony  as  well  as 
in  the  northern  portion,  near  Barkly 
West.  I  do  not  know  whether  your 
Lordship  have  observed  that  as  success  has 
followed  our  arms  the  agitation  in  these 
districts  has  increased.  At  least  such  is 
the  information  I  have  received  by  tele- 
gram and  by  letter.  What  is  the  cause 
of  that  increase  of  unrest  ?  No  doubt  it 
arose  from  the  fact  that  in  the  early  part 
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of  the  war  the  tenacity  of  the  Boers  en- '  Grovemment  will  be  able  to  make  a  clear 
coiiraged  the  Dutch  population  in  the  statement  as  to  what  the  future  of  the 
colony  to  believe  that  Her  Majesty's  two  Republics  is  to  be.  I  now  beg  to  ask 
Government  would  at  last  be  forced  to  the  question  standing  on  the  Paper  in  my 
come  to  some  understanding  with  the  two  name. 
Kepublics,  based  on  a  guarantee  of  their 

independence;  Init  since  the  successes  The  Marquess  of  LANSDOWNE: 
which  have  followed  Loi-d  Koberts's  ad-  My  Lords,  I  am  sure  my  noble  friend 
vance  into  the  Free  State,  they  nmst  feel  t  will  acquit  me  of  disrespect  if  I  do  not 
that  all  .possibility  of  preventing  the  follow  him  through  the  very  interesting 
ultimate  occupation,  and  I  believe  statement  he  has  just  made  to  the  House, 
the  occupation  within  a  comparatively  My  business  is  to  answer  his  question. 
short  period  of  Pretoria  is  at  an  i  His  question  is  whether  I  am  able  to 
end,  and  they  must  have  observed  give  him  an  assurance  that  the  Boer 
that  the  general  feeling  in  this  country  prisoners  will  not  be  interned  in  places  in 
is  such  that  we  shall  never  allow  a  state  proximity  to  the  Dutch  districts  of  the 
of  affairs  to  arise  after  the  termination  of  i  Cape  Colony,  or  in  any  considerable 
the  war  such  as  existed  prior  to  it.  numbers  in  the  Cape  Peninsula.  I  am 
Their  only  course,  therefore,  is  to  agitate  able  to  give  him  the  assurance  for  which 
to  the  utmost  to  endeavour  to  make  the  '  he  asks. 
Government     believe     that     annexation  • 

would  create  trouble  and  rising  in  all  \  RETIRED  ARMY  OFFICERS  AND  THE 
parts  of  Cape  Colony.      Their  agitation  '  MILITIA, 

has  also,  1  fancy,  the  object  of  en-  ViscouNT  H ARDINGE :  My  Lords,  I 
couraging  that  small  minority  in  this  wish  to  call  the  attention  of  the  noble 
country  who  believe  that  no  interference  •  Marquess  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
should  take  place  with  the  independence  \  to  the  regulations  by  which  retired 
of  the  two  Kepul)lics.  But,  my  Lords,  1 1  officei-s  in  receipt  of  retired  pay  or 
am  satisfied  of  one  thing,  and  I  am  satis- 1  gratuity  which  they  have  earned  b}'  pre- 
fied  because  I  think  I  nave  a  very  fair  vious  service  in  the  Army  are  deprived 
knowledge  of  the  Dutch  chai*acter,  that ;  of  the  same  on  the  embodiment  «)f  the 
when  Her  Majesty's  Government  are  able  .  Militia  regiment  in  which  they  are  sei'ving, 
to  declare  positive!}'  what  the  future  of  as  well  as  the  gratuity  which  is  granted  to 
the  two  Kepublics  is  to  l>e — and  I  do  not  *  the  other  Militia  officers  on  the  disem- 
think  any  noble  Lord  can  doubt  what '  lK)diment  of  the  Militia ;  and  to  ask 
that  decision  will  ultimately  be — and  if  whether  it  would  not  be  advi8a]>le  to 
at  the  same  time  a  statemer  t  is  made  remove  these  restrictions  under  the  pre- 
based  upon  the  same  principles  as  those  ^Qt  circumstances.  To  make  it  clear, 
which  were  embodied  in  Lord  Roberts's  perhaps  it  would  be  advisable  for  me  to 
Proclamation  to  the  Free  Staters,  all  read  the  paragraph  which  appears  in  the 
opposition    will  cease,   as    well   as    the  |  Royal  Warrant.     It  is  as  follows — 

agitation     got   up   amongst    the   Dutch '     .4  r*  -  ««        i    ^    «       •  •  *    c 

a    4.1.^    n  ^     r*  1  -il    xl        •  ^  i      *  If  a  re-employed  officer  in  receipt  of  rein- 

of  the  Cape  Colony  with  the  view  of  *  ,nental  or  «tifr  puy.  or  pay  as  an  officer  of 
alarming,  if  possible,  the  Government  as  embodied  Militia,  has  commated  his  retired 
to  what  would  result  from  that  annexa-    l**y»  ^  deduction  equivalent  to  the  amount  of 

tion.  When  they  know  for  certain  what  '  ^1?®,/ f  ^"^ /*?  *^  t^^•  i^"l^  ""^  coramutjition 
♦k«  ;«*««4.;^«„    J  4-\.     n  ^  •  i  shall  ]»e  made  from  his  effective  pay.   If  he  has 

the  intentions  of  the  Government  are  I  |  retired  with  a  gratuity,  the  deduction  from  his 
believe  that  agitation  will  cease,  and  that  effective  pay  shall  be  equivalent  to  the  annual 
in  a  very  short  time  after  the  conquest  of  ;  value  of  such  gratuity,  as  determined  actua 
the  two  Republics  is  completed  the  fl*"^  according  to  the  prospects  of  his  life  at 
burghers  in  bith  Republics  will  be  found  \  '*"^*^"''  ^^  ^*"  "^'^'^  ^^  '*"'  *'''^'^*^^- 
accepting  the  rule  of  Great  Britain,  and  '  I  think  it  is  universally  admitted  that  it 
will  prove  to  be  as  loyal  as  any  citizens  of  is  of  the  utmost  importance,  as  well  as 
Her  Majesty's  colonies,  and  as  loyal  as  |  being  most  advantageous  to  the  Militia, 
the.French  Canadians  have  proved  them-  i  that  there  should   be  a  certain  sprink- 


selves  to  be.  I  rejoiced  to  see  the  other 
day  that  the  latter  formed  a  company  of 
the  Canadian  force  which  assisted  Lord 
Roberts  in  his  recent  expedition.  I  trust 
it  will  not  be  long  before  Her  Majesty's 


ling  of  Army  officers  in  its  com- 
missioned ranks;  but  as  long  as 
such  regulations  as  these  exist 
it  cannot  be  expected  that  many  will  l>e 
induced   to  come.     When,   a  few  weeks 
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raav  elect  whether  thev  will  retain  that 
advantage  or  forfeit  it  and  draw  the 
gratuity. 

Hou8e  adjourned  at  twenty-five 
minutes  {lant  Five  of  the 
clock,  till  To-morrow,  half- 
past  Ten  of  the  clock. 


ago*  the   noble   Marquess  gave  in  this 
House   his   very   able  exposition  of  the 
general   military  policy   of  the  Govern- 
ment, all  Militia  officers  were  very  pleased 
to  hear  his  eulogistic  remarks  about  that 
old     constitutional     force.     The     noble 
Marquess  said  the  positioft  of  the  Militia-  | 
man  was  to  he  improved  by  granting  him  ■ 
free    groceries    the    same  as   had   been  j 
granted    to    his    comrade  of   the   Line.  1 
Having,  therefore,  improved  the  position  ' 
of  the  private  in  the  Militia,  I  trust  he  , 
will   now  do  something  for  the   retired  ' 
Army    officers  sening  with  the   Militia,  ! 
and,    even    if    he     does     not     see    his  j 
Avay  to  grant  them  the  gratuity  on  dis-  j 

embodiment,  that  he  will  find  the  means  i  

of  modifying  the  paragraph  which  I  have    PRIVATE  BILLS  (STANDING  OKDER  62 
read  from  the  regulations.  ^  COMPLIED  WITH). 

I      Mr.    Speaker   laid  upon    the    Table 

The  Marquess    of    J  .ANSDO WNE  :  I  Report  from  one  of  the  Examiners  of 

The  regulation  to   which  the  noble  Lord    Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  that,  in  the 

refers  lays  down  that  "  retired  pay  shall  I  case  of  the  following  Bill,  referred  on  the 
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not  be  issued  to  an  officer  for  any  period 
during  which  he  is  in  receipt  of  regimen 
tal  or  staff  pay,  or  pay  as  an  officer  of 
embodied  Militia."  The  State  has  a  lien 
upon  an  officer  in  receipt  of  retired  pay, 
and  if  such  an  officer  is  required  or 
allowed  to  emerge  from  his  retirement 
and  to  accept  military  employment  it 
would  not  be  fair  to  the  public  that  he 
should  receive  both  his  retired  pay  and 
the  pay  to  which  such  employment  might 
entitle  him.  The  only  exception  to  that 
rule  which  I  ,can  discover  is  that  made 
in  favour  of  Militia  or  Yeomanry 
officers,  who  are  allowed  to  receive  retired 
pay  as  well  as  Militia  or  Yeomanry 
pay  while  they  are  employed  on  the  pre- 
liminary drill  and  training  of  their  regi- 
ments. I  am  not  aware  of  the  circum- 
stances owing  to  which  this  exception 
was  made.  The  training '  usually  lasts 
about  a  month,  and  we  have  therefore 
decided  that,  in  the  case  of  officers  serving 
with  embodied  Militia,  they  too  shall  be 
allowed  to  receive  l>oth  full  pay  and 
I'etired  pay  for  a  period  of  one  month. 
It  is  not  the  case  that  the  gratuity  has 
been  withdrawn.  It  has  been  ruled  that 
it  shall  l>e  given  to  retired  officers  in  all 
cases  where  they  do  not  derive  any 
advantage  in  the  way  of  pension  or 
gratuity  owing  to  their  re-employment. 
If  they  do  derive  such  an  advantage  they 

*  February  12th,  1900.  See  Hie  Parliamen- 
tan/  Debates  [Fourth  Series],  Vol.  Ixxviii., 
p.   1175. 

Viscmnt  Hardinge. 


First   Keading  thereof.   Standing   Order 
No.  62  has  been  complied  with,  namely: — 

Great  Northeni  Railway  (Ireland)  Bill. 

Ordered,  That  the  Bill  be  read  a  second 
time. 

PRIVATE  BILLS  (PETITION  FOR  ADDI- 
TIONAL PROVISION)  (STANDING 
ORDERS    NOT   COMPLIED  WITH). 

Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon  the  Table 
Report  from  one  of  the  Examiners  of 
Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  that,  in  the 
case  of  the  Petition  for  additional  Pro- 
vision in  the  following  Bill,  the  Standing 
Orders  have  not  been  complied  with, 
namely : — 

London   and   South  Western  liailway 
Bill. 

Oixiered,  That  the  Report  be  referred 
to  the  Select  Committee  on  Standing 
Orders. 

DUBLIN  ELECTRIC^  LKJHTINti   BILL. 
Order  for  Second  Reafling  read. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND  (Clare, 
E.) :  I  understand  that  this  Bill  has  been 
postponed  until  the  22nd  instant  by 
arrangement. 

Mr,  GALLOWAY  (Manchester,  S.W .): 
May  I  ask  if  it  could  not  possibly  be  taken 
before  that  date  ?  There  are  several 
Bills  of  a  like  character  which  are  to  be 
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referred  to  a  Select  Committee,  and  I 
think  that  it  would  be  a  great  pity  if  the 
proceedings  of  that  Committee  were 
<lelayed  by  reason  of  this  Bill  not  being 
readv. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Louth,  N.) :  I  can 
assure  the  hon.  Member  that  he  need  be 


more  of  its  recommendations.  Per- 
haps the  chief  argument  used,  how- 
ever, is  that  the  company  was  not 
heard  against  the  recommendations 
before  the  Committee.  Now,  evidence 
was  given  before  that  Committee  on  1)6- 
half  of  the  company  hy  its  secretary  and 
chaiiman.  They  occupied  seven  whole 
under  no  apprehension  in  regard  to  this  :  days,  they  defended  the  views  of  the  com- 
raatter.  There  are  considerations  entirely  i  pany  in  every  way,  and  I  do  not  think 
separate  affecting  this  Bill,  and  I  do  not  |  that  in  any  sense  it  can  be  suggested  that 
think  anybody  will  be  disposed  under  the  '  the  company  was  not  fully  heard.  But 
circumstances  to  delay  the  proceedings  of  it  is  suggested  that  if  we  carry  this  In- 
the  Select  Committee  by  unduly  post-  j  struction,  one  part  of  which  is  that  the 
poning  this  Bill.  The  object  of  the  post-  i  standard  price  of  gas  shall  be  reduced, 
ponement  is  to  endeavour,  if  possible,  to  the  reduction  of  the  standard  price  will 
come  to  some  general  agreement,  and  I  do  not  really  reduce  the  price  of  gas  to  the 
trust  that  the  House  may  not  be  troubled  |  consumer.     That  is  a  little  misstatement, 

because  it  will  inunediately  reduce  the 
price  of  gas,  and  I  think  the  argument 
used  in  the  paper  which  has  been  circu- 
lated is  not  a  bona  fide  argument.  The 
argument  is  this,  that  the  reduction  of  the 
standard  price  can  only  affect  new  capital, 
and  that,  as  the  new  capital  is  raised 
under  the  auction  clause,  whatever  the 
terms  may  be  it  cannot  affect  the  price  of 
gas.  That  is  hardly  a  candid  argument, 
because  if  the  Instruction  is  carried  it  will 
prevent  such  a  large  dividend  being  paid 
by  the  company,  and  there  will  be 
directly  a  reduction  in  the  price  of  gas. 
Then,  I  may  be  asked,  "  Is  it  a  fair 
UAS  LIGHT  AND  COKE  COMPANY  i  thing  1 "  "  Is  there  a  precedent  for  a  re- 
BILL  (BY  ORDER).  j  duction  in   the  standard  price  of  gas  ?  " 

Mr.    lough     (Islington,    W.) :     In    Yes,  we  had  a  precedent  in  the  case  of  the 


by  any  del^ate  upon  the  Bill. 

Bill  ordererl  to  be  read  a  second  time 
upon  Thursday,  22nd  March. 

(HRISTCHURCH,      BOURNEMOUTH, 
AND  WINTON  TRAMWAYS  BILL. 

'*  To  empower  the  Poole  and  District 
Electric  Traction  Company,  Limited,  to 
const  met  Tramways  from  Christchurch 
and  Winton  to  Bournemouth,  and  in 
Bournemouth;  and  for  other  purposes," 
read  the  first  time ;  and  referred  to  the 
Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills. 


moving  the  Instruction  which  stands  in 
m\"  name,  I  may  say  that  I  did  somewhat 
hope  that  it  would  be  hardly  necessary 
for  me  to  trouble  the  House  with  the 
matter,  as  similar  Instnictions  have 
alreadv  been  before  us,  and  have  been 
agreed  to,  but  a  paper  has  been 
circulated  this  morning  which  seems 
to  suggest  that  there  is  some  objection  to 
my  proposal.  According  to  that  paper, 
the  first  objection  is  that  the  only  reason 
for  the  Instruction  is  because  a  Select 
Committee  has  made  recommendations  in 
regard  to  this  company.  I  do  not  think 
there  could  be  any  stronger  reason  for 
carrying  this  Instruction.  This  Select 
Committee  has  given  nearly  twenty  days 
consideration  to  the  question  of  London 
gas  after  an  interval  of  twenty-five  years, 
and  if  this  House  does  not  instruct  the 
Committee  to  which  the  Gks  Light  and 
Coke  Company's  Bill  is  to  be  referred,  to 
have  regard  to  the  decisions  of  that 
Committee,     they    may    hear     nothing 


Lea  Bridge  Company.  The  matter  was 
fully  considered  before  a  Committee  of 
this  House ;  and,  therefore,  I  do  not  think 
any  value  can  be  attached  to  the  argu- 
ment against  this  part  of  the  Instruction. 
The  second  part  of  the  Instruction  deals 
with  the  company's  area,  and  again  I  am 
asked  if  there  is  a  precedent  for  trans- 
ferring the  area  of  one  company  to 
another.  But  this  is  a  very  peciuiar  case 
indeed.  This  matter  was  fully  considered 
by  the  Select  Conunittee,  and  when  we 
remember  the  cheap  price  at  which  the 
gas  is  sold  south  of  the  river,  and  that 
that  cheap  price  puts  an  extra  tax  upon  all 
the  consiuners  north  of  the  river,  I  think 
it  will  be  admitted  that  there  is  a  good 
case  made  out  for  this  particular  recom- 
mendation of  the  Committee.  There  is  one 
other  point  to  which  I  must  allude.  There 
is  a  reference  in  the  Instruction  to  the 
price  charged  by  this  company  for  the 
use  of  its  "  slot  "  meters.  That  is,  per- 
haps, the  most  important  recommendation, 
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because  in  two  portions  of  the  area  sup- 
plied by  the  company  the  charge  for  the 
use  of  these  slot  meters  differs  to  the 
extent  of  50  per  cent.  This  company 
charges  9d.  per  thousand  cubic  feet 
north  of  the  Thames  for  the  use  of  these 
meters,  and  Is.  2d.  on  the  south  side,  and 
I  do  not  think  it  can  be  suggested  that 
there  can  possibly  be  the  slightest  reason 
why  this  great  difference  should  exist. 
The  Committee  fully  considered  this 
point,  and  recommended  that  the  charge 
should  be  the  same  in  both  parts  of 
company's  area.  I  understand  that  it  is 
proposed  to  refer  this  Bill  to  the  same 
Committee  as  the  South  Metropolitan  Gas 
Company's  Bill,  and  unless  we  carry  this 
Instruction  the  Committee  will  not  be 
cognisant  of  the  decisions  arrived  at  by 
the  Select  Committee  after  full  considerar 
tion.  I  therefore  beg  to  move  the  In- 
struction which  stands  in  my  name,  and 
I  hope  the  House  will  unanimously  agree 
to  it. 

♦Mr.  marks  (Tower  Hamlets,  St. 
George's) :  I  beg  to  second  the  Instruc- 
tion, and  in  doing  so  I  should  like  to 
remind  the  House  of  the  circumstances 
under  which  the  recommendations  em- 
bodied in  the  Instruction  now  before  the 
House  were  made.  A  Select  Committee 
was  appointed  last  year  to  inquire  into 
the  a^airs  of  the  metropolitan  gas 
companies.  It  investigated  the  affairs 
of  all  the  gas  companies  in  London, 
but  it  was  an  open  secret  that  the  com- 
plaints were  mostly  levelled  against  one 
particular  company.  The  chief  culprit 
against  whom  complaint  was  made 
in  respect  to  the  supply  of  gas  was  un- 
questionably the  Gkts  Light  and  Coke 
Company.  There  were  three  charges 
practically  made  against  that  company. 
The  first  was  that  it  charged  excessive 
prices  for  its  gas ;  the  second,  that  the 
company  was  oadly  managed ;  and  the 
third,  that  it  had  systematically  disre- 
garded the  public  interest.  Upon  each  one 
of  these  three  points  the  Committee  took 
evidence  at  great  length,  and  each 
point  was  proved  up  to  the  hilt.  The 
Committee  examined  witnesses  from  the 
Board  of  Trade,  the  Corporation  of  the 
City  of  London,  the  County  Council,  and 
several  vestries  of  the  metropolis,  as  well 
as  representatives  of  the  three  gas  com- 
panies supplying  the  metropolis  with  gas. 
It  can,  tnerefore,   hardly   oe    contended 

Mf\  Ijnigh 


that  the  inquiry  was  in  any  way  one- 
sided, or  that  the  parties  interested  on 
both  sides  were  not  given  ample 
opportunity  of  being  heard.  Ha\'i ng 
heard  the  evidence,  the  Committee  reached 
the  conclusion  that  there  had  l>een 
bad  •  management  of  the  company, 
that  it  had  not  complied  xnth 
the  obvious  intentions  of  Parliament 
when  it  granted  the  company  its 
privileges,  and  it  made  certain  recom- 
mendations with  a  view  to  remedying  the 
admitted  grievances.  These  recommenda- 
tions are  embodied  in  the  Instruction 
which  has  now  been  moved.  It  mav  l»e 
urged  that  this  Instruction  is  of  too 
mandatory  a  character.  I  would  submit 
that,  if  there  ever  was  a  case  for  a  man- 
datory Instruction  to  a  Committee,  it  is 
the  present  case,  because  the  Gas  Light 
and  Coke  Company  have  for  years  past 
been  complained  against,  and  endeavours 
have  been  made  to  voice  those  complaints 
in  this  House  and  in  other  places.  It  has 
been  for  years  urged — unfortunately,  in 
vain — that  this  company  has  failed  to 
fulfil  its  obligations  to  the  public,  and  it 
was  not  until  six  years  of  agitation  ha<l 
elapsed  that  the  appointment  of  this 
Select  Committee  was  secured.  The  re- 
commendations made  by  the  Committee 
go  to  the  very  root  of  the  matter, 
and  it  was  intended  that  they 
should  be  applied  when  the  company 
should  come  to  Parliament  a^in  for  an 
alteration  or  extension  of  capital  powers. 
Now,  the  Gas  Li^ht  and  Coke  Company 
has  come  to  Parliament  for  a  further  ex- 
tension of  its  capital  powers.  It  has  come 
with  a  full  knowledge  of  the  investigations 
made  before  the  Select  Committee,  and  a 
full  knowledge  of  the  recommendations  of 
that  Committee,  and  it  has,  in  a  spirit  of 
cynical  indifference,  flouted  the  recom- 
mendations of  that  Committee,  and  practi- 
cally set  at  nought  the  authority  of  this 
House.  If,  as  this  Select  Committee  did 
report,  there  exists  a  genuine  cause  of 
complaint  c^inst  the  Gas  Light  and  Coke 
Company,  there  is  only  one  way  in  which 
these  grievances  can  be  dealt  with, 
and  tbusit  is  by  taking  advantage 
of  an  occasion  like  this  when  the 
company  comes  to  this  House  asking  for 
fiuther  powers.  This  is  the  opportunity 
for  securing  that  the  recommendations  of 
the  Select  Committee  shall  be  carried  into 
effect.  Here  is  no  question  for  any 
particular  set  of  men,  or  for  any 
particular  section  of  this    House.     Here 
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is   ail    exceptional   opportunity   to   show 
that     honourable     Members     in     every 
quarter    of   this     House     are   resolutely 
determined    to     resist     oppression    and 
unjiwt   treatment   of  the  public  on   the 
part    of   any    great    corporation    which, 
by  favour  of  Parliament,  is  permitted  to 
carry  on  at  a  large  profit  the  supply  of  a 
common  necessity  of  life.     The  charges 
miide  by  the  Gas  Light  and  Coke  Com- 
pany are  admittedly  high.  By  comparison 
with     the    charges    of  other    companies 
they  are  extortionate ;  they   exceed  the 
chiirges  of  the    South  Metropolitan  Gas 
Company  by  something  like  33  per  cent., 
and  it   cannot    be     contended   that   the 
difference  in  price  is  due  to  any  legitimate 
difference    in   the    circumstances  of   the 
two   companies.     According   to,  the  Re- 
port of  the  Select  Committee,  these  exces- 
sive charges  are  due  to  mismanagement  i 
on    the    part    of    the    company    itself, 
and   to  a  long   continued    and    system- 
atic disregard  of  the  public  interest.     I 
do  urge  that   on  an  occasion  like   this, 
when     it    is    in     the     power     of     this 
House      to     remedy     a      real      public 
grievance,  the  opportunity  should  not  be 
allowed    to   pass    unimproved.     If    this 
opportunity   does  pass   now,  the  metro- 
politan  gas  consumers   may   find   them- 
selves for  another  twenty-five   years,  or 
even    for    an    indefinite   period,    bound 
hand   and  foot  by  the  privileges  which 
this  House  affords  to  the  Gus  Light  and 
Coke  Company ;   privileges   which   were 
afforded  on  the  understanding  that  they 
shoidd     be    used    for     the     benefit    of 
the    public,     and     for    the     legitimate 
profit  of  the    company.      There    is    no 
reason  whv  consumers  on  the  north  side 
of  the  river  should  be  mulcted  to  the  ex- 
tent of  33  per  cent,  more  than  those  on 
the  Surrey  side,  and  I  earnestly  hope  that 
my  hon.  friend  will,  if  necessary,  press 
this  Instruction  to  a  division. 

Motion  made  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  it  be  an  Instruction  to  the  Com- 
mittee to  insert  clauses  in  the  Bill  to 
carry  into  effect  the  recommendations  of 
the  Select  Committee  on  Metropolitan 
CJas  Companies  (1899),  as  follows  : — 

"  ( 1 )  That  the  standard  price  should 
l>e  reiluced  to  3s.  3d.  to  carry  the  standard 
dividend  of  10  per  cent.,  and  that  the 
existing  scale  of  increase  and  decrease  for 
cli>idend  of  \  per  cent,  for  eveir  penny 
of  decrease  or  increase  of  price  below  or 
aliove  3s.  3d.  be  maintained,  and  that  a 


secondary  or  additional  scale  be  imposed 
which  should  permit  of  an  increase  or 
decrease  of  dividend  over  and  above  that 
regulated  by  the  present  scale  of  \  per 
cent,  for  every  complete  3d.  of  decrease 
or  increase  below  or  above  the  standaixi 
price  of  3s.  3d.  « 

"  (2)  That  the  area  south  of  the  River 
Thames,  at  present  part  of  the  district  of 
the  Gas  Light  and  Coke  Company,  should 
be  transferred  from  the  Gas  Light  and 
Coke  Company  to  the  South  Metropolitan 
Gras  Company,  fair  and  reasonable  price 
being  paid. 

"  (3)  That  the  charge  made  by  the  Gas 
Light  and  Coke  Company  for  the  rents 
of  automatic  meters  and  stoves  should  be 
the  same  to  consumers  north  and  south 
of  the  Thames  for  fittings  of  the  same 
quality  and  capacity." — {Mr.  Lough.) 

Sir  JAMES  RANKIN  (Hereford^ 
shire,  Leominster) :  Notwithstanding  the 
speeches  of  the  mover  and  seconder,  I 
rise  to  propose  an  Amendment  of  a  similar 
character  to  that  which  I  moved  on  a  like 
Instruction  the  other  day.*  I  do  so 
because  I  do  not  think  it  is  giving  the 
Gas  Light  and  Coke  Company  fair  play 
to  pass  this  mandatory  Instruction  before 
they  have  been  heard  on  the  various 
points  involved.  I  may  point  out  that, 
although  I  agree  in  the  main  with  this 
Instruction,  and  I  hope  that  the  prin- 
ciples embodied  in  it  will  be  adopted,  I 
do  think  that  the  reduction  in  the 
standard  price  of  gas  is  a  very  drastic 
reform  to  be  undertaken.  It  certainly 
should  be  seriously  considered  before  anv 
such  alteration  is  made.  I  do  not  wish 
to  delay  the  House  on  this  matter,  but  I 
think  it  is  altogether  against  the 
spirit  of  the  view  taken  by  this 
House  of  Commons  in  regard  to  the 
operation  of  Private  Bill  Committees  to 
pass  such  a  mandatory  Instruction  unless 
there  are  circumstances  of  an  exceptional 
character  to  justify  it.  Although  1  hope 
that  many  of  the  recommendations  con- 
tained in  the  Instruction  will  be  adopted 
in  the  Bill,  I  certainly  hold  to  the  opinion 
that  the  companies  should  be  heard,  and 
heard  fully  before  any  determination  is 
come  to  on  the  poinU  It  should  be 
remembered  that  circumstances  have 
altered    Very   much  since  the  standard 


•  See  discussion  on  the  South  Metropolitan 
Gas  Bill.  6th  March,  1900  (page  189  of  this 
Volume). 
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price  was  fixed,  and  if  the  standard 
price  is  altered,  it  is  quite  possible  that 
the  standard  dividends  will  also  have  to 
1>e  altered.  I  am  rather  surprised  that 
the  hon.  Member  for  West  Islington 
should  have  brought  forward  the 
matter  again  to-day.  I  understood  that 
he  had  accepted  the  view  of  the  House 
on  the  South  Metropolitan  Gas  Com- 
pany's Bill,  which  was  discussed  the  other 
day,  when  words  were  inserted  similar  to 
those  which  I  am  moving  now.  I  think, 
if  he  will  agree  to  the  insertion  of  the 
words  I  have  to  propose,  the  matter  may 
be  allowed  to  go  before  a  Committee  in 
whose  wisdom  and  fairness  we  can  trust. 

Me.  BOULNOIS  ^Marylebone,  E.) 
said  he  >vished  to  second  the  Amendment 
of  his  hon.  friend.  He  hoped  the  House 
would  accept  it,  emanating  as  it  did  from 
the  Chairman  of  the  Select  Committee 
which  considered  the  subject  last  year. 

Amendment  proposed — 

*'  In  line  2,  after  the  second  wonl  '  to/  to 
insert  the  wordn  *  inquire  whether  it  be 
desirable  to.'  ** — {Sir  Janus  Rankin,) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
3)6  there  inserted." 

Mr.  PICKERSGILL  (Bethnal  Green, 
S.W.)  said  the  speech  of  the  hon. 
Baronet  was  mainly  directed  against  the 
recommendations  of  the  Select  Com- 
mittee, but  it  was  too  late  to  take  up 
that  ground  now,  because  he  himself 
was  not  only  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee, but  had  also  concurred  in  its 
recommendations.  The  hon.  Baronet 
said  that  the  recommendations  were 
too  stringent  and  that  the  company  had 
A  right  to  be  heard.  But  the  company 
had  been  already  heard,  and  the  effect  of 
the  Amendment  would  be  to  re-open  the 
whole  question.  That  was  a  prospect  which 
would  appal  the  ratepayers  of  London, 
because,  directly  or  indirectly,  the 
expense  of  another  prolonged  inquiry 
would  fall  on  them.  In  the  memorandum 
which  had  been  issued  in  connection  with 
the  Bill  there  was  a  reference  to  him 
which  was  inaccurate,  and  which  he 
wished  to  contradict.  It  was  stated  that 
the  Committee  was  appointed  in  1898, 
but  that  it  did  not  commence  work  that 
year  because  of  the  action  of  Mr.  Pickers- 
gill  in  moving  to  widen  the  scope  of  the 
inquiry.  That  statement  was  absolutely 
inaccurate. 

iS'tr  Janies  Bankiru 


Mr.  lough  said  he  did  not  think 
the  responsibility  for  the  statement  rested 
with  him,  but  as  far  as  he  mi^ht  have 
been  responsible  he  entirely  withdrew  it. 

Mr.  PICKERSGILL  said  that  the 
Committee  was  only  appointed  a  few 
weeks  before  Parliament  was  proi-ogued 
in  1898,  and  it  was  absolutely  im- 
possible that  it  could  have  pro- 
ceeded with  the  inquiry  that  year.  It 
was  true  that  in  the  following  year 
he  did  propose  an  Amendment  making 
the  Instruction  more  specific.  In  that 
Amendment  he  anticipated  the  objection 
which  the  company  now  ad\anced, 
namely,  that  they  had  no  specific  notice 
that  the  Committee  would  consider 
whether  or  not  the  statutorv  conditions 
as  to  the  price  of  gas  and  the  dividend 
should  be  revised.  The  Government 
declined  to  accept  that  Amendment,  and 
he  then  stated  that  he  would  not  press 
it,  and  that  he  threw  on  the  Government 
the  responsibility  of  declining  to  take  a 
step  which  would  make  the  inquiry 
really  l)eneficiai.*  If  that  Amendment 
had  been  carried  the  company  would 
have  had  specific  notice,  and  there  woul<l 
have  been  no  ground  whatever  for  the 
objection  now  raised.  The  House,  ni)t 
having  accepted  that  Amendment,  woidd 
now,  he  was  afraid,  be  lK)und  to  assent  to 
the  Amendment  of  the  hon.  Baronet. 

The  PRESIDENT  of  the  BOARD 
OF  TRADE  (Mr.  Ritchie,  Croydon): 
The  remarks  of  the  hon.  Member  who  has 
just  sat  down  were,  I  think,  more  interest- 
ing to  himself  than  to  the  House.  The 
main  question  that  is  to  be  decided  now  is 
really  the  same  question  that  was  decided 
the  other  day  in  comiection  with  another 
Bill,  and  I  should  have  thought  that 
the  hon.  Member  for  West  Islington 
would  have  immediately  accepted  the 
Amendment  of  my  hon.  friend  and  have 
obviated  any  further  discussion.  The 
hon.  Meml>er  for  South-west  Bethnal 
Green  appeals  to  the  recommendations  of 
the  Select  Committee  on  Metropolitan 
Gas  Companies,  but  the  chairman  of  that 
Committee  is  the  hon.  MemWr  who  has 
moved  the  Amendment  now  l>efore 
the  House,  and  I  have  no  doubt  that 
in  doing  so  he  voices  the  views  of 
that  Committee.  The  recommendations 
of     the     Committee      were      never     in- 
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tended  to  be  dealt  with  by  the 
House  on  the  Second  Reading  of  a  Bill, 
but  to  be  considered  by  the  Committee 
to  which  the  Bill  was  referred,  and  it 
would  be  imwise  for  the  House  to  com- 
mit itself  to  the  tpsumma  vei'hii  of  this 
Instruction  without  hearing  evidence.  I 
hope  the  Amendment  to  the  Instruction 
wiU  be  accepted,  and  that  the  Instruction 
will  go  to  the  Committee,  not  as  a  manda- 
tory Instruction,  but  as  an  indication 
from  the  House  that  the  recommenda- 
tions should  be  considered  if  that  course 
is  deemed  advisable. 

♦Mr.  BRYNMOK  JONES  (Swansea 
District)  said,  as  a  member  of  the  Select 
Committee,  he  hoped  the  House  would 
accept  the  Amendment  of  the  hon. 
Baronet.  It  would  be  a  very  dangerous 
proceeding  to  lay  down  that  any  recom- 
mendation made  by  a  Select  Committee 
on  questions  connected  with  Private  Bill 
matters,  which,  though  it  had  heard 
evidence,  had  not  heard  parties  by 
counsel,  should  l)e  necessarily  binding  on 
all  parties  concerned  when  they  tried  to 
obtain  a  private  Bill. 

Mr.  COHEN  (Islington,  E.)  said  he 
was  quite  sure  he  would  not  be  accused 
of  not  being  in  sympathy  with  the  recom- 
mendations of  the  Select  Committee, 
l>ecause  it  was  on  his  motion  that  the 
Committee  was  appointed.  He  was  glad 
that  the  hon.  Member  for  South-west 
Bethnal  Green  now  saw  that  his  action  last 
year  was  not  to  the  advantage  of  the  con- 
sumers. 

Mb.  PICKERSGILL  :  I  said  directly 
the  reverse. 

Mr.  COHEN  said  he  was  sorry  that 
even  yet  the  hon.  Member  did  not  realise 
that  his  action  last  year  was  not  to  the 
advantage  of  the  consumers.  He  had 
very  little  sympathy  with  the  Gas  Light 
and  Coke  Company,  whose  want  of 
management  had  been  abundantly 
proved  before  the  Select  Committee, 
but  it  was  to  the  interest  of  consumers 
that  the  company  should  be  given 
fair  play.  If  the  company  were  allowed 
to  say  all  it  had  to  say  before  the  Select 
Committee,  he  was  quite  sure  that  the 
wisdom  and  necessity  of  nearly  all  the 
reeommendations  of  last  year's  Committee 
would  be  established,  and  safeguards 
would    be    inserted    in  the  Bill  m  the 


interests  of  the  too  long  suffering  con- 
sumers. There  was  anotner  reason  for 
not  making  the  Instruction  a  mandatory 
Instruction.  The  London  County  Council 
— a  body  which  could  not  be  accused  of 
any  sympathy  with  the  company,  or  want 
of  sympathy  with  the  consumers — ha<l 
recommended  another  arrangement  which 
would  be  brought  before  the  Committee, 
and  the  Committee  would  be  able  to 
decide  what  was  just  in  the  interests  of 
consumers  in  North  London,  and  aUo 
what  was  just  to  the  company. 

Mr.  LOWLES  (Shoreditch,  Haggers- 
ton)  thought  the  recommendation  of  the 
Committee  that  the  principle  of  a  sliding 
scale  should  be  adopted  was  a  clear  and 
definite  notice  to  gas  companies  of  the 
views  entertained  by  the  House.  Although 
he  did  not  go  so  far  as  some  hon.  Mem- 
bers with  regard  to  the  alleged  mis- 
management of  the  Gas  Light  and  Coke 
Company,  there  was  the  strange  anomaly 
that  on  the  south  side  of  the  Thames  the 
charge  was  one-third  less  than  on  the 
north  side,  and  that  the  South  Metropoli- 
tan Gus  Company  was  subject  to  the  same 
price  of  3s.  3d.  now  sought  to  be  imposed 
on  the  Gras  Light  ana  Coke  Company. 
He  sincerely  hoped  the  recommendation 
would  be  carried. 

Mr.  lough  explained  that  the  reason 
why  he  had  not  included  the  suggested 
Amendment  was  that  there  were  certain 
technical  difficulties  in  the  way.  He 
strongly  supported  the  view  that  this 
particular  company  had  treated  London 
very    badly,    and    was    in  a   somewbit 

,  different  position  from  that  of  the  South 
Metropolitan  Company.  Therefore,  though 

I  his  judgment  was  entirely  in  favour  of 
accepting  the  suggestion  of  the  President 
of  the  Board  of  Trade,  he  left  himself  in 
the  hands  of  the  House  with  regaixi  to 
the  Amendment.  As  to  the  remarks  of 
the  hon.  Member  for  South-west  Bethnal 
Green,  he  assured  the  hon.  Gentleman 
that  nothing  was  further  from  his  inten- 
tion than  to  make  any  reflection  on  what 
he  had  done ;  the  words  were  intended 
to  be  most  complimentary. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Main  Question,  as  amended,  put,  and 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  PICKERSGILL  asked  whether 
he  would  be  in  order  in  moving  that  the 
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l{<ip<^rt  of  the  Select  Committee  on 
Metropolitan  Gas  Companies,  with  the 
minutes  of  evidence,  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  by  whom  this  Bill  would  be 
considered. 

*Mr.  SPEAKER:  It  would  be  neces- 
sary to  give  notice,  but  it  is  really  a 
question  for  the  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  lough  :  Is  it  in  order  now  to 
move  that  this  Bill  be  referred  to  the 
same  Committee  as  the  South  Metro- 
politan Gas  Company's  Bill  1 

*Mr.  speaker  :  No. 


POLICE  AND  SANITARY  REGULA- 
TION BILLS. 

Motion  made  and  Question  proposed, 
**  That  the  Committee  of  Selection  do 
appoint  a  Committee,  not  exceeding  nine 
members,  to  whom  shall  be  committed  all 
pnvate  Bills  promoted  by  municipal  and 
other  local  authorities,  by  which  it  is 
proposed  to  create  powers  relating  to 
police  and  sanitary  regulations  which 
deviate  from,  or  are  in  extension  of,  or 
are  repugnant  to,  the  general  law ;  that 
the  Committee  have  power  to  send  for 
persons,  papers,  and  records ;  that  three 
be  the  cjuorum  of  the  Committee." — (The 
Under  Secietary  of  State  for  the  Home 
Depart  I  iient.) 

Mr.  JAMES  LOWTHER  (Kent, 
Thanet)  reminded  the  House  that  the 
object  of  the  appointment  of  this  Com- 
mittee was  to  prevent  different  decisions 
emanating  from  Private  Bill  Committees 
upon  matters  within  the  category  referred 
to.  That  object  had  not  been  very  well 
served.  The  quorum  was  so  small  that  a 
very  limited  number  of  members  ap- 
peared to  guide  the  decisions  of  the  Com- 
mittee, and  those  decisions  were  fre- 
(luently  not  in  the  direction  contemplated 
when  the  Committee  was  appointed.  The 
Committee  of  Selection  should  exercise 
gi*eat  care  in  appointing  members  of  this 
Committee,  in  order  that  the  House  and 
the  public  inticrest  might  be  protected 
against  such  results  as  often  occurred. 
He  hoped  the  Instruction  meant  what  it 
said 

*Mr.  SPEAKER  :  It  is  not  in  order  to 
refer  to  that  part  of  the  motion ;  I  have 
not  yet  put  the  Instruction. 

Mr.  PickersgilL 


Mr.  JAMES  LOWTHER :  Very  well ; 
I  will  simply  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man whether  it  would  not  be  well  to 
defer  making  this  appointment  until  he 
has  conferred  with  the  Committee  of 
Selection  as  to  the  best  means  of  achiev- 
ing the  object  he  has  in  view. 

The  under  SECRETARY  of^TATE 
FOR  THE  HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Mr. 
Jesse  Collinos,  Birmingham,  Bordesley) 
replied  that  the  question  was  really  one 
for  the  Committee  of  Selection.  It 
rested  with  that  Committee  to  select 
men  who  would  attend,  and  the  Com- 
mittee appeared  to  have  done  their  work, 
onerous  though  it  was,  in  a  very  satis- 
factorv  manner. 

♦Sir  F.  S.  POWELL  (Wigan),  as  a 
member  of  the  Police  and  Sanitary  Com- 
mittee for  six  years,  testified  to  the  use- 
fulness of  the  work  done  by  the  Com- 
mittee. Uniformity  of  decisions  was 
secured  so  far  as  the  nature  of  the  case 
permitted.  Errors  had  no  doubt  been 
committed,  but  all  Committees  made 
mistakes  from  time  to  time.  The  general 
result  had  been  highly  beneficial  to  the 
public  service,  and  as  the  Committee 
gained  experience  those  beneficial  results 
would  doubtless  increase. 

Mr.  STRACHEY  (Somerset,  S.)  asked 
whether  it  was  the  case  that  this  Com- 
mittee differed  from  other  Private  Bill 
Committees  in  that  a  declaration  of  having 
no  interest  was  not  required  of  members, 
nor  had  they  to  declare  that  they  had 
been  present  and  heard  the  evidence 
before  they  voted.  If  that  was  the  case, 
it  was  a  very  serious  question,  and  the 
House  ought  to  consider  whether  the 
Committee  should  not  be  brought  into 
line  with  other  Private  Bill  Committees. 

Mr.  HALSEY  (Hertfordshire,Watfonl), 
as  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Selection, 
stated  that  that  Committee  endeavoured 
to  exercise  the  greatest  care  in  the  choice 
of  members  for  all  Committees.  With 
regard  to  this  particular  Committee,  there 
was  very  great  difficulty  in  getting 
members  to  serve,  inasmuch  as  the  work 
was  so  exceedingly  arduous.  The  House, 
sooner  or  later,  would  have  to  consider 
whether  some  system  could  not  be  adopted 
by  which  the  work  of  the  Police  and 
Sanitary  Committee  would  be  lightened. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 
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Ordered,  That  the  Committee  have 
power  to  send  for  persons,  papers,  and 
records. 

Ordered,  That  three  be  the  quorum  of 
the  Committee. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  it  be  an  Instruction  to  the  Com- 
mittee not  to  insert  in  any  Bill  referred 
to  them  any  provision  which  is  already  in 
force  in  the  district  to  which  the  Bill 
applies  under  any  public  Act,  or  which 
might  be  put  in  force  by  adopting  the 
provisions  of  any  adoptive  Act." — 
{The  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 
Department.) 

Mr.  STRACHEY  asked  whether  it  was 
the  case  that  the  members  of  this  Com- 
mittee, which  differed  very  little  from  a 
Private  Bill  Committee,  were  required  to 
make  a  declaration  of  having  no  interests, 
and  whether  it  was  also  necessary  for  them 
to  make  a  declaration  that  they  had  been 
present  and  heard  the  evidence  before 
giving  their  vote  ? 

Mr.  JESSE  COLLINGS  :  The  answer 
is,  No. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
'*  That  it  be  an  Instruction  to  the  Com- 
mittee in  their  Report,  under  Standing 
Orders  150  and  173a,  to  state  their 
reasons  for  granting  any  powers  in  conflict 
with,  deviation  from,  or  excess  of  the 
general  law." — {The  Under  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Home  Department.) 

♦Sir  F.  S.  POWELL  said  that  although 
there  was  no  law  prohibiting  a  Member 
having  private  interests  sitting  on  such 
a  Committee,  there  was  a  public  feeling 
against  such  action.  It  so  happened  that 
he  had  been  chairman  of  the  Committee 
when  dealing  with  a  Sanitary  Bill  pro- 
moted by  a  borough  in  which  he  had 
Ceite  interests,  and  resigned  the  chair 
use  he  had  lar^e  interests  in  a  borough 
the  Bill  for  which  would  necessarily 
occupy  a  great  part  of  the  session. 
The  principle  could  be  carried  too 
far.  For  instance,  in  regard  to  Railway 
Bills,  it  would  entirely  weaken  Com- 
mittees on  .Railway  Bills  if  no  one 
could  serve  on  such  a  Committee  except 
those  who  had  no  interest  in  the  railway. 
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He  granted  that  this  was  a  most  valuable 
Instruction.  It  had  sometimes  appeared 
in  the  Orders  of  the  House  and  sometimes 
not;  but  he  hoped  it  would  always 
appear  henceforth,  and  that  when  it  did 
appear  it  would  be  effectually  carried  out, 
and  that  the  reasons  would  be  given  at 
greater  len^h  than  hitherto,  and  in  an 
intelligible  form.  He  also  hoped  that  the 
Reports  of  the  Committee  would  be  avail- 
able to  Members  at  the  earliest  possible 
moment.  He  had  only  to  express  his  hope 
that  reasons  would  be  given  intelligibly,  so 
that  the  House  might  exercise  supervision 
over  the  Committee. 

Question  put;  and  agreed  bo. 

Question  proposed,  "That  in  the  case 
of  Bills  reported  from  the  Committee, 
three  clear  days  shall  intervene  between 
the  date  when  the  Report  of  the  Com- 
mittee is  circulated  with  the  Votes  and 
the  consideration  of  the  Bill.'' 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  in  the  case  of  Bills  re- 
ported from  the  Committee,  three  clear 
days  shall  intervene  between  the  date 
when  the  Report  of  the  Committee  is 
circulated  with  the  Votes  and  the  consi- 
deration of  the  Bill. — {Mr.  Jesse  Collings.) 


PETITIONS. 


ECCLESIASTICAL     ASSESSMENTS 
.SCOTLAND)    BILL. 

Petition  from  Leslie,  against;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

MINES    (EIGHT    HOURS)    BILL. 

Petitions  in  favour,  from  West  Leigh  ; 
Bettisfield ;  and  Smithy  Wood ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 


SALE     OF    INTOXICATING     LIQUORS 
ON    SUNDAY    BILL. 

Petition    from    Great    Yarmouth,    in 
favour ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


SALE     OF    INTOXICATING     LIQUORS 
TO    CHILDREN    BILL. 

Petitions  in  favour,  from  Patricroft; 
Accrington  ;  Briercliff  -  with  -  Ext wistle  ; 
and  Levenshulme ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 
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SUNDAY  CLOSING  (MONMOUTHSHIRE) 

BILL. 

Petitions  in  favour,  from  Birmingham  ; 
North  VValsham ;  Shildon ;  Great  Yar- 
mouth ;  Hull ;  Leytonstone ;  and  Kel- 
vodon  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

TOWN  COUNCILS  (SCOTLAND)  BILL. 

Petition  from  Dunfermline,  in  favour ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 


ARMY    (STATEMENT    OF     EXCESSES, 

1898-9).  . 

Copy  presented,  of  Statement  of  the 
Sum  required  to  be  voted  in  order  to 
make  good  Excesses  of  Army  Expendi- 
ture beyond  the  grants,  for  the  year 
ended  Slst  March,  1899  [by  Command]. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  of  Supply, 
and  to  be  printed.     [No.  90.] 

CANADA-WEST  INDIES. 

Copy  presented,  of  Agreement  between 
the  Canadian  Grovernment  and  Messrs. 
Pickford  and  Black  to  establish  a  steam- 
ship service  between  Canada  and  the 
West  Indies  [by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon 
the  Table. 

PAPER  LAID  UPON  THE  TABLE  BY 
THE  CLERK  OF  THE  HOUSE. 

Soane^s  Museum. — Copy  of  Statement 
of  the  Funds  of  the  Museum  of  the  late 
Sir  John  Soane  on  5th  January,  1900 
[by  Act]. 

INEBRIATES  ACT,  1898. 
Address  for  "  Return  showing — 

(A.)  The  number  and  names,  with 
addresses,  of  State  reformatories  in- 
stituted, or  about  to  be  insti- 
tuted under  Section  3  of  this  Act, 
with  the  number  of  males  or  females 
to  be  accommodated  in  each  ; 

(B.)  The  number  and  names,  with 
addresses,  of  inebriate  reformatories 
certified  and  in  course  of  construc- 
tion, respectively,  with  the  number 
of  males  or  females  to  be  accom- 
modated in  each  ; 

(A.  and  B.)  (1)  The  number  of  habitual 
drunkanis  (males  and  females,  re- 
spectively) convicted  as  such  under 
Sections  1  and  2,  respectively,  of 
the  Inebriates  Act,  1898,  in  the  year 
1899  ; 


(2)  The  number  of  habitual  drunkards 
who,  after  conviction,  were  in  1899 
under  detention  in  prison  until  a 
suitable  reformatory  willing  to  re- 
ceive them  was  found,  male  and 
female,  respectively ; 

(C.)  The  number  and  names,  with 
addresses,  of  retreats  certified  and  in 
course  of  construction,  respectively, 
with  the  number  of  males  or  females 
to  be  accommodated  in  each ; 

(B.  and  C.)  the  names  of  the  local 
authorities  contributing,  or  willing  to 
contribute,  under  Section  9  and  Sec- 
tion 14,  respectively,  with  particulars 
of  such  contribution,  in  support  of 
certified  reformatories  and  retreats, 
respectively. " — {Mr.  JFIiartan, ) 


QUESTIONS. 


SOUTH  AFRICAN  WAR-TREATMENT 
OF  BOER  PRISONERS  —  BRITISH 
PRISONERS  AT  PRETORIA. 

Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN  (Kilkeimy) ; 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  whether  he  is  aware  that  the 
Boer  prisoners  confined  on  board  ship  at 
Cape  Town  and  other  places  have  suflfered 
severely  and  for  long  periods  from  sea 
sickness  ;  and  whether,  under  these  cir- 
cumstances, the  Government  will  arrange 
to  relieve  those  prisoners  of  this  punish 
mcnt  by  removing  them  to  a  place  of  safe 
keeping  on  shore. 

Mr.  ARNOLD  -  FORSTER  (Belfast, 
W;) :  Before  mv  hon.  friend  answers  that 
question,  may  jf  ask  whether  there  is  any 
foundation  for  the  statement  that 
prisoners  belonging  to  the  Cape  and 
Natal  forces  are  subject  to  special  in- 
dignities at  Pretoria,  and  are  confined  in 
the  common  gaol  1 

♦Mr.  SPEAKER  :  Order,  order  !  -That 
does  not  arise  out  of  the  question  on  the 
Paper.  The  hon.  Member  must  give 
notice  of  his  question. 

♦The  FINANCIAL  SECRETARY  to 
THE  WAR  OFFICE  (Mr.  J.  Powell- 
Williams,  Birmingham,  S.)  (for  Mr. 
Wyndham)  :  There  is  no  information  at 
the  War  Oflice  to  this  effect.  The  dis- 
posal of  the  prisoners  is  under  the  con- 
sideration of  Her  Majesty's  Grovernment. 
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ARTILLERY  OF  THE  EIGHTH 
DIVISION. 

General  RUSSELL  (Cheltenham)  :  I 
Heg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  whether  the  artillery  of  the 
Eighth  Division  are  now  fully  mobilised 
at  Aldershot,  and  have  received  their 
uniform  and  equipment ;  and  whether 
they  are  to  accompany  the  Division  to 
South  Africa  ;  and,  if  not,  what  is  the 
cause  of  this  decision. 

♦Mr.  J.  POWELL-WILLIAMS  (for  Mr. 
Wyndham)  :  The  answer  to  the  first  para- 
graph is,  Yes.  The  batteries  will  not,  under 
present  arrangements,  proceed  to  South 
Africa,  as  the  military  authorities  both  at 
home  and  in  South  Africa  agree  that  they 
are  not  required. 

DUTCH  DISLOYALTY   AT  SIMONS- 

TOWN. 

Mr.  COURTNEY  (Cornwall,  Bodmin): 
I  b€«  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  whether  the  military  authorities 
on  the  northern  frontier  of  the  Cape 
Colony  have  referred  home  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  writ  of  lutbeas  corpm,  of  which 
they  have  accepted  service,  returnable  to 
the  High  Court  at  Cape  Town  on  the 
I2ch  March ;  and  whether  in  any  case  in- 
structions will  be  given  to  obey  the  writ 
hy  bringing  up  the  three  persons  named 
therein  for  judgment  to  the  High  Court  at 
Cape  Town. 

♦Mr,  J.  POWELL-WILLIAMS  (for 
Mr.  Wyndham)  :  The  military  authorities 
having  accepted  service  of  the  writ,  the 
Secretary  of  State  has  no  doubt  that  they 
will  duly  appear  at  the  proper  time. 

Mr.    COURTNEY:  Has  any  inquiry 
been  made  ? 

*Mr.  J.  POWELL-VYILLIAMS :  lam 
not  aware  whether  any  inquiry  has  been 
mile.  Service  having  been  accepted, 
things  will  take  their  natural  course. 

Mr.  COURTNEY ':  May  I  ask  my  hon. 
frieni  whether  he  is  not  aware  that  there  , 
ha?  been  a  delay  in  answering  this  ques- 
tiooj  and,  if  it  has  not  been  for  the  pur-  ! 
poje    of    making    inquiry,    why    has   it  j 
occurred  1 

♦Mr.   J.  POWELL-WILLIAMS :   The 
«nly  delay  I  know  of  is  that  I  asked  my  | 
right  hon.  friend  for  my  own  convenience 
t«  pofitpone  this  question  from  Tuesday 
Aiitil  to-day. 


BASUTO  PONIES. 
General  RUSSELL  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War  whether 
his  attention  has  been  called  to  the  state- 
ment, published  some  time  since  and  veri- 
fied by  the  signature  of  the  writer,  to  the 
effect  that  about  last  September  a  gentle- 
man offered  to  secure  for  the  Government 
the  refusal  of  15,000  Basuto  ponies  at  a 
low  price ;  and,  if  so,  was  his  offer 
declined. 

♦Mr.  J.  POWELL  WILLIAMS  (for  Mr. 
Wyndham)  :  The  statement  to  which  the 
hon.  Member  refers  is,  I  presume,  the 
letter  which  appeared  in  The  Times  of  the 
9th  January,  over  the  signature  of  Lieu- 
tenant -  Colonel  Allsopp.  The  writer 
stated  that  he  had  been  offered  15,000 
Basuto  ponies  at  £15  apiece,  and  inquired 
what  the  War  Office  had  done  in  the 
matter.  The  Secretary  of  State's  atten- 
tion was  called  to  this  letter,  and  he  at 
once  wrote  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Allsopp, 
asking  to  be  referred  to  the  person  by 
whom  the  offer  was  made.  Colonel 
Allsopp  referred  Lord  Lansdowne  to  a 
gentleman  of  the  name  of  Pardy  as  the 
person  who  made  the  offer.  Mr.  Pardy 
was  thereupon  asked  whether  he  could 
supply  15,000  Basuto  ponies,  or  a  smaller 
number,  and  at  what  rate.  He  replied 
that  he  was  prepared  to  proceed  at  once 
to  Pondoland  and  Basutoland,  and,  "if 
sufficiently  backed  by  the  Grovernment,  to 
procure  all  the  available  horses."  Funds 
were  to  be  placed  at  his  disposal,  and  he 
was  to  receive  the  honorary  rank  of  major 
and  pay  at  the  rate  of  £60  a  month. 
But  he  was  unable  to  produce  any 
evidence  to  show  that  horses  of  the  right 
stamp  were  actually  available.  Mr. 
Pardy  has  since  addressed  a  communica- 
tion to  the  War  Office  explaining  that 
Colonel  Allsopp's  letter  conveyed  an 
erroneous  impression,  as  his  only  offer 
was  to  go  to  South  Africa  as  the  agent  of 
Her  Majesty's  Government,  trusting  that 
his  knowledge  of  the  country  would 
enable  him  to  pick  up  a  considerable 
number  of  ponies  at  reasonable  rates.  Mr. 
Pardy's  offer  was  not  accepted.  I  may 
explain  that  long  before  the  appearance 
of  Colonel  AUsopp's  letter  inquiries  had 
been  made  in  South  Africa  as  to  the 
possibility  of  buying  Basuto  ponies.  Re- 
ports, however,  from  the  General  Officer 
Commanding  at  the  Cape  and  from  the 
Resident  Commissioner  in  Basutoland  were 
to  the  effect  that  ponies  of  the  proper 
class  were  unobtainable. 
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on  the  same  scale  as  when  they  arc  called 
out  for  their  usual  animal  training. 

"Mr.  J.  POWELL-WILLIAMS  (for  Mr. 
Wyndham)  :  I  am  not  yet  able  to  give 
precise  information  in  answer  to  the  iirst 
question.  The  Militia  Artillery  will  on 
emlKidiment  be  paid  like  regular  Artil- 
lery. 

Mr.  CHAltLES  M'AETHUtt:  Will 
the  hon.  Gentleman  answer  the  aecond 
part  of  the  question ) 

•Mr.  J.  POWELL-WILLIAMS :  I  have 
done  so. 
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*SiR  JOHN  COLOMB  (Great  Yar-  |  menced  in  Octol>er  and  it  is  carried  out 
mouth) :  May  I  ask  whether  it  is  not  the  by  specially  appointed  military  officers^ 
duty  of  the  Intelligence  Department  of     It  is  not  desirable  to  make  known  par- 


the  War  Office  to  make  themselves 
acquainted  with  what  horses  are  available 
in  the  different  parts  of  the  Empire  1 


ticulars  with   regard  to   the   manner  in 
which  the  censorship  is  exercised. 


,      Captain  SINCLAIR:   Does  the  hon. 

*Mr.  J.  POWELL-WILLIAMS :  That    Gentleman  give    us  to  understand  that 

is  exactly  what  the   Intelligence  Depart-    the  responsibility  for  the  censorship  lies 

ment  did.  '  with  the  Field  Marshal  commanding  the 

rn    AT     ttt:.  AT  \r  /T       l    xt  x     t     ^orccs,  or  that  it  lies  with  Her  Majestv's 

Mr.  T.  M.   HEALY  (Louth,  N.) :  Is    Government  1     Is  it  a  military  or  a  ciVU 

Mr.  Pardy  a  Birmmgham  man  1         .  responsibiUty  ? 

[No  answer  was  given.]  |    *^^   j     PQWELL-WILLIAMS  :   Per- 

haps   the    hon.    Member  will   be   good 
PRESS  CENSORSHIP.  ,  enough  to  understand  precisely  what  I 

Captain  SINCLAIR  (Forfarghire) :    1 1  expressed  by  the  answer  which  I  have 
beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  ,  just  given  and  by  the  answer  which  I 
for  War  whether  the  censor  of  news  in  |  gave  to  him. 
South  Africa  is  a  military  or  civil  officer,        _  r^T-i.Ti-iT  4  tt^    ^r     r 

under  what  authority  military  or  civil       Captain  SINCLAIR  :  May  I  point  out 

and   under  whose   instructions  he  acts,    to  the  hon.  Gentleman  that  the  reason 

what    correspondence     telegraphic     and  ;    *Mr.  SPEAKER :  Order,  order !     The 
postal  is  submitted  to  his  examination,    ^on.  Gentleman  is  not  in  order  in  gi\ing 
and  whether  all  such  examination  takes    ^ig  reasons  for  asking  the  question, 
place  in  South  Africa.  , 

Captain  SINCLAIR :  The  hon.  Mem- 
♦Mr.    J.    POWELL-WILLIAMS    (for  ,  ^er  rebuked  me. 
Mr.    Wyndham)  :     The    censorship    in , 

South  Africa  is  exercised  by  military  j  An  Hon.  Member  :  Can  the  hon. 
officers  acting  under  the  authority  of  the  i  Gentleman  give  us  the  name  of  the 
Field    Marshal  commanding  the    forces,    censor? 

It  is  not  desirable  to  give  information  as  ^^^^^  j  pQWELL-WILLUMS  :  I  have 
to  the  manner  in  whicli  it  is  exercised.         .^^^  ^^^^  ^^^^   .^  .^   ,^^^  desirable   to 

Dr.  FARQUHARSON  (Aberdeenshire,  ;  make  known  the  manner  in  which  the 
W.) :  On  behalf  of  the  hon.  Member  for    censorship  is  exercised. 

the  Rushcliffe  Division  of  Nottingham,  I  ,,  T^kn^uinjr  rk»i3i>TT?xr  To  -rv«^  ^vf 
1.      4.       1   4.U    TT  J      «j  X    X  /  cix  i.  Mr.   PATRICK   O  BKILIN  :  Is  one  ot 

beff  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State_,  "  *  >  Tj  o*  i  ,  „  n^„««.» .,.«»,» 
t  ^\\T        -4.1.     k  i.  r     /u       •  the  censors  Lord  Stanley,  a  Government 

for  War  with  what  person  lies  the  pnmary    yJX  •    1 

responsibility  for  the  system  of  censor-     '^'^^P 

ship  and  suppression  now  exercised  in  the        r^o  answer  was  given.] 

South   African  colonies    over    telegrams 

from  abroad,  under  what  authority  it  is       COLONIAL   REGIMENTAL  TITLES. 

exercised,  at  what  date  commenced,  and  i      ^_      ^rrir^mrnnu   /nu    *««\      t    k.w, 

by  whom  the  actual  duty  of  inspecting '      ^f-  PJ^^^^^^   ^?^''^P  L  \  ^^^ 

8uch  telegrams  is  performed;  and  whether    'SL'^^ '*'!  U"^"""  ^^T     '^^l '^^ll  ^ 

there  is  or  has  bVen  any  similar  system    War  whether  he  can  furnish  the  designa- 

with  respect   to  letters  or  other  docu-   *'«"«   ^^  f*»«  various  colonial  regiments 

ments  pacing  through  the  Post  Office  to   "o^  serving  in  South  Afna^  and   s.> 

the     Cape    Colony    or    Natal,    and    in  ,  under  whose  command  each  regiment  is. 

that  case  under    what    authority   it  is      *^ig_   POWELL-WILLIAMS  (for  Mr. 
exercised.  Wyndham):  The  information  is   not  at 

♦Mr.  j.   POWELL-WILLIAMS     (for ,  the  disposal  of  the  War  Office,  hut  an 
Mr.  Wyndham):   The  responsibility  for    effort  will  be  made  to  obtain  it. 
the  censorship  rests  with  Her  Majesty's  ' 

Govemment,8everalDepartmentsof  which    NEW  AUSTRALIAN  FORCE  FOR  SOITH 
are    concerned.     It   is  exercised    under ;  AFRICA-RATb  OI-  PAY. 

Articles  VII.  and  VIII.  of  the   Interna-        Mr.   WILLIAM   REDMOND   (Clare, 
tional  Telegraph   Convention.      It  c<mh-   K)  :  I  b^  to  aak  the  Under  Secretary  of 
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State  for  War  what  pay  the  men  of  the 
new  Australian  force  now  being  raised  at 
the  request  of  Her  Majesty's  Government 
are  to  receive. 

♦Mr.  J.  POWELL-WILLIAMS  (for 
Mr.  Wyndham)  :  These  men  will  receive 
pay  at  ordinary  British  rates,  with  special 
local  allowances  according  to  the  condi- 
tions under  which  they  may  be  called 
upon  to  serve. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND :  May  I 
ask  the  hon.  Gentleman  if  there  is  any 
truth  in  the  statement  which  has  been 
made  that  some  of  these  Australian  troops 
are  to  receive  5s.  a  day. 

♦Mr.  J.  POWELL-WILLIAMS :  The 
truth  is  in  the  answer  given  to  the  hon. 
Member. 


TRANSPORT— IMPERIAL     YEOMANRY 
-HORSE     TRANSPORT     ON     THE 
KENT." 


n 


Sir  JOHN  STIRLING-MAXWELL 
(Glasgow,  College) :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War  whether 
he  will  state  who  was  responsible  for  the 
appointment  of  the  man  Headly  as 
veterinary  surgeon  on  board  the  steam- 
ship **  Kent,"  which  is  conveying  the  Bed- 
fordshire contingent  of  Imperial  Yeomanry 
to  South  Africa ;  and  whether  he  is  aware 
that  Headly  proved  to  have  no  diploma 
as  a  qualified  veterinary  surgeon,  no 
drugs,  and  no  instruments,  and  that  four 
horses  died  on  the  voyage,  between 
England  and  Madeira,  of  stoppage  of 
water,  because  he  was  unable  to  perform 
the  ordinary  operation  for  their  relief. 

♦Mr.  J.  POWELL-WILLIAMS  (for  Mr. 
Wyxdham):  The  responsibility  for  the 
appointment  lies  with  the  Yeomanry 
Committee.  The  selection  of  this  person, 
who  was  certainly  not  qualified  for  the 
position,  appears  to  have  been  due  to  an 
unfortunate  confusion  of  identity.  There 
was  a  full  supply  of  veterinary  drugs  and 
instruments  on  board,  placed  there  by  the 
Army  Veterinary  Department. 

MILITIA    ARTILLERY-MOBILISATION 

AND  PAY. 

Mr.  CHARLES  M*ARTHUR  (Liver- 
pool, Exchange) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  when  does  the 
Government  intend  to  mobilise  the  Militia 
Artillery,  and  for  what  length  of  time ; 
and  are  the  Militia  Artillery  to  be  paid 


on  the  same  scale  as  when  they  are  called 
out  for  their  usual  annual  training. 

♦Mr.  J.  POWELL-WILLIAMS  (for  Mr. 
Wyndham)  :  I  am  not  yet  able  to  give 
precise  information  in  answer  to  the  first 
question.  The  Militia  Artillery  will  on 
embodiment  be  paid  like  regular  Artil- 
lery. 

Mr.  CHARLES  M*ARTHUR:  Will 
the  hon.  Gentleman  answer  the  second 
part  of  the  question  I 

♦Mr.  J.  POWELL-WILLIAMS :  I  have 
done  so. 

SUPPRESSED  CABLES  TO  THE  CAPE. 

Mr.  CHANNING  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War  by 
whose  authority,  and  under  what  law  or 
regulation,  a  cablegram,  sent  on  14th 
February  to  a  newspaper  at  Cape  Town, 
recording  the  proceedings  of  a  conference 
held  at  the  Westminster  Palace  Hotel  on 
that  day,  and  including  a  resolution  of 
sympathy  with  the  Cape  and  Natal 
Ministries,  has  been  stopped  by  the 
censor  at  Cape  Town. 

♦Mr.  J.  POWELL-WILLIAMS  (for  Mr. 
Wyndham)  :  No  information  has  reached 
this  office  that  such  a  telegram  was 
stopped  at  Cape  Town  or  elsewhere. 

Mr.  CHANNING:  I  shall  put  a 
fiu*ther  question  on  the  subject. 

THE    COLONIES   AND    THE    COST    OF 

THE  WAR 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND:  I  beg 
to  ask  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
whether  it  is  proposed  to  ask  Australia, 
Canada,  or  any  of  the  colonies  to  bear 
any  portion  of  the  cost  of  the  present 
war,  or  whether  all  the  expenses  of 
military  operations  are  to  be  paid  solely 
by  the  taxpayers  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland. 

Mr.  COGHILL  (Stoke) :  Is  it  proposed 
to  give  to  Australia,  Canada,  or  any  of  the 
colonies  103  representatives  in  the  House 
of  Commons  1 

The  CHANCELLOR  of  the  EX- 
CHEQUER  (Sir  M.  Hicks  Beach, 
Bristol,  W.) :  If  the  hon.  Member  will 
refer  to  Command  Paper  18,  presented 
in  November  last,  he  will  find,  at  page  6, 
the  information  he  desires   with  regard 
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to  the  charges  falling  on  Canada  and  the 
Australasian  colonies. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND :  Are  we 
to  understand  that  the  colonies  will  bear 
no  portion  of  the  £60,000,000  '■ 

Sir  M:.  hicks  BEACH :  They  are 
contributing  towards  their  own  forces. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND  :  Cannot 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  say  that  some 
arrangement  should  be  considered 
whereby  each  portion  of  the  Empire 
should  pay  towards  the  cost,  and  not 
leave  it  all  to  fall  on  the  unfortunate  tax- 
payers of  this  country  ? 

♦Mr.  speaker  :  Order,  order  ! 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND:  If 
Australia  does  not  pay  I  don't  see  why 
Ireland  should. 

INDIAN    AND    COLONIAL    FORCES- 
PR  )POSED  LMPERIAL  GUARDS. 

Mr.  MALCOLM  ^Suffolk,  Stow- 
market) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  War  whether,  having 
regard  to  the  services  rendered  to  the 
Empire  by  the  Indian  and  Colonial  troops 
now  serving  in  South  Africa,  he  will 
recommend  that  Her  Most  Gracious 
Majesty  should  create  a  body  of  Imperial 
Guards,  who  should  technically  form  the 
bodyguards  of  Her  Majesty's  representa- 
tives in  India  and  the  Colonies. 

♦Mr.  J.  POWELL-WILLIAMS  (for 
Mr.  Wyndham)  :  The  Secretary  of  State 
is  not  prepared  to  make  such  a  recom- 
mendation at  present. 

PROPOSED  ROYAL  IRISH  GUARDS. 

Sir  J.  W.  MACLURE  (Lancashire, 
Strotf ord) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  War  whether,  in  con- 
sideration of  the  conduct  of  the  Irish 
soldiers  in  the  present  war,  he  will  advise 
Her  Most  Gracious  Majesty  to  allow  a 
regiment  to  bear  the  title  of  the  Royal 
Insh  Guards ;  and  whether,  under  these 
circumstances,  Her  Most  Gracious 
Majestv  would  be  pleased  to  confer  the 
first  colonelcy  on  Lord  Roberts. 

The  FIRST  LORD  of  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  a.  J.  Balfour,  Manchester, 
E.) :  In  answer  to  my  hon.  friend,  I  have 
to  say  that  a  proposal  dealing  with  the 
subject  referred  to  in  his  question  has 
l)een  under  the  consideration  of  the  War 


Office,  and  it  will  be  laid  Ijefore  Her 
Majesty,  and  will,  I  have  no  doubt,  re- 
ceive favourable  consideration. 

RETURN  ON  GOVERNMENT 
CONTRACTS. 

'  Mr.  HOWELL  (Denbigh  Boroughs) 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  when  the  Return  as  to  Govern- 
ment contracts  will  be  presented  which 
was  ordered  by  the  House  on  1 6th 
February  last. 

*Mr.  J.  POWELL-WILLIAMS  (for 
Mr.  Wyndham)  :  The  Return  will  be  pre- 
sented immediately.  The  Return  was 
ordered  on  the  27th  ultimo. 

ARMY  COMMISSIONS. 

Sir  J.  FERGUSSON  (Manchester, 
N.E.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary 
of  State  for  War  whether  the  direct  com- 
missions being  offered  to  young  men  from 
the  universities,  public  shools,  and 
colonies  will  confer  seniority  over  cadet^^ 
at  present  receiving  military  instruction 
in  the  Royal  Military  Academy  and  Royal 
Military  College ;  and  whether  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  will  consider  the  propriety 
of  ante-dating  the  commissions  of  suck 
cadets  when  they  receive  them,  so  that 
they  may  not  be  superseded  by  officen^v 
who  have  entered  the  Army  without 
having  received  any  preliminary  instruc- 
tion. 

♦Mr.  J.  POWELL-WILLIAMS  (for 
Mr.  Wyndham)  :  The  direct  commissions 
offered  to  universities  and  colonies  will 
not  be  given  to  candidates  under  the  age 
of  twenty,  who  will  thus  be  in  most  cases 
senior  in  age  to  the  cade^  leaving  the 
Roval  Military  Academy  and  Koyal 
Military  College.  Any  special  measures 
adopted  to  meet  the  abnormal  require- 
ments of  the  present  moment  must 
necessarily  produce  to  a  certain  extent 
results  of  the  kind  to  which  the  hon. 
Member's  question  points.  To  antedate 
the  commissions  would  do  more  harm 
than  good,  as  it  would  lead  to  the  super- 
session of  those  actually  8er\ing. 

Sir  J.  FERGUSSON  :  Has  it  not  been 
often  done  by  cadets  who  have  passed  the 
higher  examinations  going  out  to  higher 
positions  and  superseding  those  already 
serving  in  the  Army  t 

*Mr.  J.  POWELL-WILLIAMS:  I  must 
ask  for  notice  of  that. 


377 


Questiom. 


{8  March  1900} 


Qufstiom, 


378 


BRITISH   TROOPS  IN   E(iYPT  AND 
THE  COLONIES. 

Mr,  HUMPHREYS  OWEN  (Mont- 
gomeryshire) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  if  he  will  state, 
with  regard  to  the  sixteen  battalions  shown 
at  page  three  of  his  Memorandum  on  the 
Army  Estimates  to  have  been  in  June 
last  in  Egypt  and  the  colonies,  how  many 
were  in  Egypt,  how  many  in  the  self- 
governing  colonies,  and  how  many  in 
Crown  colonies  and  other  dependencies. 

♦Mr.  J.  POWELL-WILLIAMS  (for  Mr. 
Wyndham):  There  were  in  June  last 
three  battalions  in  Egypt,  two  in  self- 
governing  colonies  and  eleven  and  a  half 
m  Crown  colonies  and  other  depen- 
dencies. 

REMOUNTS— IRISH  HORSES. 

Mr,  LONSDALE  (Armagh,  Mid) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  if  he  can  state  the  number  of 
horses  purchased  for  the  Army  in  Ireland 
during  the  last  year;  and  whether,  in 
view  of  the  number  of  Irish  horses  suit- ; 
able  for  Army  pu4)oses,  he  will  see  that 
at  least  a  fair  proportion  of  the  War 
Office  orders  for  horses  are  placed  in 
Ireland. 

♦Mr.  J.  POWELL-WILLIAMS  (for 
Mr.  Wyndham)  :  The  number  of  horses 
purchased  in  Ireland  during  the  last 
twelve  months  is  4,746.  Every  effort  is 
made 

Mr.  T.  xM.  HEALY  :  No,  no !  No 
effort  at  all.  i 

♦Mr.  J.  POWELL-WILLIAMS:  Every 
effort  is  made  to  obtain  horses  for  the 
Army  in  Ireland,  but  trained  horses  of 
suitable  ages  are  very  difficult  to  obtain 
there. 

Captain  DONELAN  (Cork,  ^.) :  Is  it 
not  the  fact  that  no  asents  whatever  are 
impointed  to  purchase  norses  in  the  south 
(n  Ireland  ] 

♦Mr.  J.  POWELL-WILLIAMS :  It  is 
not  necessary.  The  Remount  Depart- 
ment is  sufficiently  strong  for  all  purposes 
of  purchase. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY:  Can  the  hon. 
Gentleman  say  how  many  of  the  horses 
purchased  in  Austria  were  got  out  of 
siree  sent  out  of  Ireland  for  that  purpose? 

[No  answer  was  given.] 


Captain  DONELAN:  Can  the  hon. 
Gentleman  say  what  proportion  of  the 
total  of  horses  he  mentioned  was  pur- 
chased in  Munster  ? 

[No  answer  was  given.] 

3rd  dragoon    guards  —  absence 
of  officers  on  remount  duty. 

Mr.  YEEBURGH  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
whether  both  the  commanding  officer  and 
the  second  in  command  of  the  3rd  Dragoon 
Guards  have  at  the  same  time  been  away 
from  their  regiment  on  remount  duty^ 
and,  if  so,  for  how  long  they  have  been 
away  and  in  what  coimtries,  and  whether 
they  are  still  absent  from  their  regiment ; 
whether  it  is  usual  for  the  military 
authorities  to  deprive  a  cavalry  regiment 
of  the  services  of  its  two  senior  command- 
ing officers  at  the  same  time,  and  if  not, 
why  they  have  done  so  in  the  present 
instance ;  and  whether  such  a  course  is 
detrimental  to  the  efficiency  of  the 
regiment. 

♦Mr.  J.  POWELL-WILLIAMS  (for 
Mr.  Wyndham)  :  Both  the  officers  re- 
ferred to  have  been  absent  for  nearly 
five  months  from  their  regiment  on 
special  emplo3rment,  but  only  the  second 
in  command  abroad.  It  is  unusual  thus 
to  deprive  a  regiment  of  its  two  senior 
officers ;  but  the  circumstances  are 
unusual  and  it  has  been  necessary  to 
make  the  best  arrangements  possible  for 
obtaining  horses  and  mules,  of  which 
between  60,000  and  70,000  have  been 
landed  in  South  Africa. 

ALDERSHOT  GOVERNMENT  RAILWAY 

STATION. 

Mr.  JEFFREYS  (Hampshire,  N.) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  whether  he  is  aware  that  the  Gk)vern- 
ment  railway  siding  near  the  Ordnance 
Store  at  Aldershot  has  no  roof  or  covering 
of  any  description ;  and  that  many 
thousands  of  soldiers  entrained  at  this 
siding  during  the  last  few  months  on  their 
way  to  embark  at  Southampton  for  South 
Africa ;  whether,  on  many  occasions,  the 
soldiers  were  exposed  to  the  rain  on  this 
siding,  and  had  to  embark  in  wet  clothes, 
to  the  injury  of  their  health;  and 
whether  he  will  make  provision  for  the 
erection  of  a  roof  or  covering  to  this 
siding. 

♦Mr.  J.  POWELL-WILLLAMS  (for  Mr. 
Wyndham)  :  It  is  true  that  the  siding 
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has  no  roof  or  covering.  An  estimate  of 
the  cost  of  erecting  a  roof  has  been  called 
for,  and  I  hope  it  will  be  possible  to 
remedy  this  deficiency  without  delay. 

VOLUNTEER    COMMISSIONS. 

Mr.  ORR-EWING  (Ayr  Burghs) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  whether  all  retired  officers  who 
have  volunteered  their  services  to  fill 
vacancies  in  the  Auxiliary  forces  must 
first  be  nominated  and  recommended  by 
some  commanding  officer  having  such 
vacancies  ;  whether  the  commanding 
officers  have  at  their  disposal  any  list  of 
the  names  of  officers  who  have  thus 
volunteered,  and  whether  the  officers  who 
have  volunteered  have  any  means  of 
knowing  which  conmianding  officers  have 
vacancies ;  and  whether  a  list  of  regiments 
in  the  Auxiliary  forces  having  vacancies 
could  be  sent  to  the  depdts  of  all  regi- 
mental districts. 

*Mr.  J.  POWELL-WILLIAMS  (for  Mr. 
Wyndham):  The  reply  to  the  first 
paragraph  is  in  the  affirmative.  In 
regard  to  the  second  paragraph,  com- 
manding officers  keep  lists  of  candidates. 
Candidates  can  ascertain  by  easy  re- 
ference to  the  Monthly  Army  List  what 
vacancies  exist.  In  regard  to  the  third 
paragraph,  as  the  officers  commanding 
regimental  districts  are  already  well 
aware  of  the  vacancies  existing  in  their 
command,  the  list  suggested  is  unneces- 
sary. 

GLOUCESTERSHIRE   VOLUNTEERS- 
RIFLE  PRACTICE. 

General  RUSSELL:  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
whether  he  is  aware  that  for  some  years 
past,  ever  since  the  introduction  of  the 
Lee-Metford  rifle,  three  battalions  of 
Volunteers,  one  battalion  of  Militia,  and 
a  regiment  of  Yeomanry  in  Gloucester- 
shire have  been  unable  to  practise  rifle 
shooting  in  such  a  manner  as  would 
enable  tnem  to  become  efficient  or  useful 
marksmen  on  service;  whether  he  is 
aware  that  the  War  Office  have  hitherto 
refused  to  give  any  assistance  towards 
the  establishment  of  a  proper  range  ;  and 
whether,  in  view  of  recent  events  in 
South  Airica,  there  is  any  prospect  of  the 
Government  now  seeing  their  way  to  re- 
consider their  decision. 


of  the  Volunteer  corps  in  Gloucestershire 
have  had  considerable  difficulties  in  regard 
to  their  rifle  practice.  It  is  hoped  that 
with  the  additional  funds  now  at  his  dis- 
posal for  this  purpose  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  War  will  be  able  to  give  Volun- 
teer corps  greater  assistance  in  obtaining 
range  accommodation.  The  distributiou 
of  tne  sum  is  now  under  consideration. 

VOLU  NTEERS— I N  STRUCTION 
GRANTS. 

General  RUSSELL :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
whether  there  is  any  prospect  of  the 
Government  holding  out  additional  in- 
ducements to  Volunteers,  in  shape  of 
personal  allowance,  so  as  to  enable  them 
to  attend  a  camp  or  school  of  instruction 
for  such  periods  as  are  reaUy  calculated  to 
ijicrease  their  efficiency. 

*Mr.  J.  POWELL-WILLIAMS  (for  Mr. 
Wyndham)  :  The  points  referred  to  will, 
as  foreshadowed  in  the  Secretary  of 
State's  Memorandum  on  the  Army  Esti- 
mates, not  be  lost  sight  pf . 

VOLUNTEERS-CAMP  REGULATIONS. 
Sir  J.  KENN  AW  AY  (Devonshire,  Honi- 
ton) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary 
of  State  for  War  when  the  new  regula- 
tions in  regard  to  attendance  at  camps 
will  be  issued  for  Volunteers ;  and  if  he 
can  hold  out  hopes  of  giving  assistance 
towards  the  building  of  drill  halls  for 
companies  not  headquarter  companies. 

*Mr.  J.  POWELL-WILLLVMS  (for  Mr. 
Wyndham)  :  The  whole  question  of 
assistance  to  Volunteer  corps  for  camps 
and  other  purposes  is  under  consideration, 
and  it  is  not  possible  to  reply  at  present 
to  the  right  hon.  Member's  question. 

VOLUNTEERS— POSITION  ARTILLERY. 
ColonelPR  YCE-JONES  (Montgomery 
Boroughs) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  war  whether  it  is 
intended  to  re-arm  the  Volunteer  posi- 
tion artillery,  armed  at  present  with  (Jd- 
fashioned  20  and  40-pounder8,  with  the 
4*7  guns ;  and  whether  the  Government 
will  consider  the  advisability  of  giving  a 
special  boot  grant  to  Volunteer  corps,  in 
order  that  the  men  may  appear  provided 
with  the  regulation  boot  when  (»Ued  up 
on  mobilisation. 


♦Mr.    J.    POWELL-WILLIAMS    (for  !    *MR- J- LOWELL-WILLIAMS  (for  Mr. 
Mr.  Wyndham)  :  I  am  aware  that  some  [  Wyndham)  :  A  certain  number  of  Vdrni. 


381  Quesium.  {8  March  1900}  Questions.  382 

teer  position  batteries  will  be  armed  with  f  RALTY  (Mr.  W.  R  Macartney,  Antrim, 
4-7  guns.     The  answer  to  the  right  hon.  ;  S.)  :  I  cannot  state  the  rate  of  wages. 
Member   for  the    Uoniton    Division    of    ,^^, .    ,-,-„  r^^^^r^r^  *vt^  r«.r*,  ,  .^t»x 
Devonshire  covers  the  second  paiugraph  !  I^I>IA-THE  FA>nN^E^^^^     THE  LAND 

of  this  question.  ,      ^^^  ^y  WEDDERBUKN  (Banffshire) : 

VOLUNTEERS  -  DRILL  HALLS  AND  |  ^^S  ^  fjsk  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
ARMOURIES  —  OFFICERS'  DECORA-  ^^^^^  whether  any  general  instructions 
TION.  have  been  issued  by  the  Government  of 

Colonel  PRYCE-JONES  :  I  beg  to  India  to  be  lenient  in  collecting  the  land 
ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  revenue  from  cultivators  in  the  districts 
War  whether  the  Gk)vernment  intend  affected  by  famine  ;  and  whether  he  is 
aiding  Volunteer  corps  to  provide  suit-  aware  that  in  the  Alibagh  district  of 
able  armouries  and  drill  halls  for  drilling  ,  Bombay  special  promptitude  in  pa3mient 
at  night  in  the  winter  and  spring  months,  is  being  enforced,  and  that  an  unusually 
thereby  increasing  the  efficiency  of  the  ,  large  number  of  notices  have  been  issued 
force  ;  and  whether  the  Grovemment  to  defaulters  at  a  cost  to  them  of  four 
could  see  their  way  to  allowing  Volunteer  annas  for  each  notice, 
officere  with  previous  service  in  the  ^  SECRETARY  OF  STATE  TOR 
Muitia  and  Yeomanry  to  count  8Uch'Tvn^TA  /i  _j  riu.. ..;_„„  ai-jji 
service    towards  earning    the  Volunteer  I  f^.P^^  <1^»'^  «•  Hajulton,  Middlesex 

officers'  decoration.  ,  ^''"6),;  ^^''  ^?™'"«  ''°^«f  lay  down  that 

the    collector,  m   the  early  stages  of  a 

*Mr.  J.  POWELL- WILLIAMS  (for '  famine,  is  to  consider  the  question  of 
Mr.  Wyndham)  :  I  will  have  the  sugges-  j  suspending  the  land  revenue  in  distressed 
tion  contained  in  the  second  paragraph  tracts,  and  empower  him  to  grant  such 
considered,  but  it  has  been  su^ested  to  suspensions  of  his  own  authority.  I  have 
me  that  it  would  impair  the  value  of  the  '  received  no  information  to  the  effect 
Volmiteer  decoration  if  service  in  any  i  suggested  in  the  hon.  Member's  second 
other  part  of  Her  Majesty's  forces  was  '  question. 
aUowed  to  count  towards  earning  it.  |      g^^  ^^    ^VEDDERBURN  :    Wm   the 

MiLITIA-DlSCHARGE  REGULATIONS.  |  ^^^^^  Lord  make  inquiry  ? 

Captain  NORTON  (Newington,  W.) :  j     Lord  G.  HAMILTON  :  I  hardly  think 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  •  {^  jg  necessary. 
for  War  if  he  can  state  whether  the  regu-  i 

lations  permit  a  Militiaman  to  purchase  '  INDIA  — EDUCATIONAL  TEXT  BOOKS, 
his  discharge  for  the  sum  of  £1,  and  g,^  ;y  WEDDERBURN :  I  beg  to 
then,  presuming  he  is  otherwise  eligible,  ^^  ^^^  Secretary  of  State  for  India 
to  pm  a  Royal  Reserve  battalion,  which  .  whether  his  attention  has  been  drawn  to 
renders  him  liable  for  one  year  s  home  -  ^  ^^^^^  ^^^^^^^  ^£  the  Government  of 
service  only,  and  obtain  for  that  years.j^j-^  .^  ^^^  Educational  Department, 
service  the  sum  of  ^22  m  addition  to  his  ^^^^^  ^i^j^j,  ^^^j^^  g^^^jg  are  required 
daily  pay.  |  ^  make  use  of  text  books  approved  by 


Mr.    J.    POWELL-WILLIAMS    (for 
Mr.  Wyndham)  :  All  discharges  by  pur- 


the  Director  of  Public  Instruction  under 
penalty  of  the  exclusion  of  their  pupils 


chase  from  Militia  units,  whether  em-  from  public  examinations ;  whether  he  has 
bodied  or  not,  have  been  suspended  until  sanctioned  this  new  departure ;  and 
further  orders.  whether  he  will  state  what  advantage  is 


NAVY— ENGINEERING     CONTRACTS- 
SCALE  OF  WAGES. 

Captain  NORTON  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  whether  he 
can  state  the  rate  of  wages  now  being 
paid  for  unskilled  labour  by  engineering 
firms  within  the  area  of  the  county  of 
London  engaged  upon  contract  work  for 
the  Government. 


obtained  from  limiting  the  free  choice  of 
text  books  by  schools  receiving  no  grant 
from  Government. 


Lord  G.  HAMILTON :  The  resolu- 
tion  of  the  Government  of  India,  to  which 
the  hon.  Member  refers,  has  not  yet  eome 
l^efore  me  officially  for  sanction,  though  I 
am  officially  cognisant  of  its  contents.  It 
is  there  st'^ted  that  in  the  opinion  of  the 
G^overnment  of  India  the  State,  while  it 
Thk    SECRETARY  to    thb  ADMI-   does    not    undertake  to    prescribe  text 
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}>ook8  for  unaided  schools,  is  justified  in 
excluding  from  the  examinations  for  cer- 
tificates and  for  Grovernment  scholarships 
the  pupils  of  schools  which  use  test  books 
disapproved  by  Government,  and  that 
this  is  done  on  the  ground  that  the  Stat-e 
has  a  direct  interest  in  the  course  of  in- 
struction given  in  all  schools,  whether 
aided  financially  by  the  State  or  not. 

NATIVE  INDIAN  REGIMENTS. 
Mr.     BUCHANAN     (Aberdeenshire, 
E.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary 
of  State  for  War  whether  the  two  Native 
Indian   regiments  to   bo    borne   on  the  i 
Estimates     are     existing     regiments    at  | 
present    forming    part     of    the    Native , 
Army  in  India,  or  are  they  to  be  raised  , 
in  India  by  the  British  Government. 

♦Mr.  J.  POWELL-AyiLLIAMS  (for  Mr.  | 
Wyndham)  :  The  regiments  form  part  of 
the  existing  Indian  Army. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN :    Will   the   Home 
Government  pay  the  capitation  grant  to  ; 
the  Government  of  India  1  I 

♦Mr.  J.  POWELL-WILLIAMS :  I  must 
ask  for  notice  of  that. 

INDIAN  FAMINE  -  PROPOSED  CON- 
TRIBUTIONS FROM  THE  AUSTRALIAN 
GOVERNMENTS. 

Mr.  HERBERT  ROBERTS  (Denbigh 
shire,  W.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Colonies  whether  upon 
the  recommendation  of  the  Premier 
of  Western  Australia,  the  Australian 
colonies  are  considering  the  payment 
of  a  grant  of  £20,000  from  the  public 
revenues  towards  the  relief  of  sulferers 
from  the  famine  in  India ;  and  whether 
any  decision  has  been  arrived  at  in 
reference  to  this  suggestion. 

The  secretary  of  STATE  for 
THE  COLONIES  (Mr.  J.  Chamberlain, 
Birmingham,  W.) :  I  have  received  no 
information  on  the  subject.  | 

WESTERN  AUSTRALIAN  (JOLDFIELDS.  i 

Mr.  HOGAN  (Tipperary,  Mid) :  I  beg  i 
to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  ' 
Colonies  whether  he  has  received  repre- 
sentations as  to  the  grievances  under 
which  the  inhabitants  of  the  Goldfields 
districts  of  Western  Australia  allege  they 
are  labouring ;  whether  he  is  aware  that 
they  complaui  in  particular  of  the  unfair 
distribution  of  political  power,  5,674  elec- 
tors in  the  mining  constituency  of  East 
Coolgardie  returning  only  one  member, 


while  5,650  electors  in  the  pastoral  dis- 
tricts return  twenty-one  members;  and 
whether  he  contemplates  any  action  with 
a  view  to  removing  such  grievances  and 
putting  an  end  to  the  discontent  that  now 
prevails  on  the  Western  Australian  Gold- 
fields. 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN:  The  Rev. 
Mr.  O'Gorman,  who  has  be€n  delegated 
by  the  inhabitants  of  the  Groldfields  dis- 

ftp- 

tricts,  has  personally  made  a  representa- 
tion to  my  Department  on  the  subject  of 
the  grievances  of  the  Gk)ldfield8  districts 
of  Western  Australia.  '  He  has  been  re- 
quested to  put  his  representations  in 
writing,  in  order  that  they  may  be  com- 
municated to  the  Government  of  the 
colony  for  consideration. 

JAMAICA  RAILWAY. 
Mr.  BARTLEY  (Islington,  N.) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies  when  the  arrangement  made  by 
the  Colonial  Govenmieut  of  Jamaica  con- 
cerning the  Jamaica  Railway  will  be  com- 
pleted and  the  debentiures  exchanged  for 
Colonial  stock,  as  undertaken  by  the 
Colonial  Government  of  that  colony. 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN  :  The 
arrangements  are  so  far  completed  that 
as  soon  as  the  decision  of  the  Court  in 
Jamaica  has  been  given,  which  is  now 
being  awaited,  the  debentures  will  be 
exchanged  for  Colonial  stock. 

WINDWARD  ISLANDS. 
Mr.  ENGLEDEW  (KUdare,  N.) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
(Colonies  whether  the  office  of  the  Crown 
Agents  for  the  Colonies  execute  orders 
for  the  government  of  the  Windward 
Islands ;  and  whether  any  commission  is 
paid  to  such  office  on  such  orders  ;  and,  if 
so,  from  what  source  is  this  commission 
paid. 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN:  Yes,  Sir; 
the  Crown  Agents  for  the  Colonies  execute 
orders  for  the  three  Colonial  Govern- 
ments which  constitute  the  Windward 
Islands ;  those  Governments,  like  those 
of  all  other  Crown  colonies,  pay  to  their 
office  a  commission  of  1  per  cent,  on  all 
stores  supplied  thi*ough  them  under 
arrangements  which  have  been  in  force 
since  1886. 

CHINA-EQUAL   TRADE  RIGHTS   FOR 
ALL    NATIONS. 

Mr,  JOSEPH  WALTON  (Yorkshire, 

W.R,    Barnsley) :     I    beg    to   ask    the 
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Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  j  what  is  the  rate  per  cent.,  and  what  is  tho 
Affairs   whether  Her   Majestvs  Groveni- 1  total  amount  paid  to  date. 

the    endeavour   to  arrive   at  an   agree- '  ^rown  Agente  or  the  Colonies  receives  a 

ment  between  the  Powers  interested  : 'T^f'^y*  I P?' ''*'"\'"'  ^f*fi 
in  China  which  will  secuie  equal  oppor-  ?"  °l*»«"*'«  *"d  «*?«•««  «hipped  by  them 
tunities  for  the  trade  of  ill  nations  *««•  <*«  Uganda  Railway  Freight  being 
throughout  the  Chinese  Empire,  irrespec- 1  *  P*^.  «/  '»»«  £,<?«*'  ''»  f  *'"««1  'f'^^^'l 
tivol^any  territorial  changes  that  .J^y  1  commission.  The  totol  amount  paid  as 
f-t«  »iia/»^  •  commission   since    1896    up  to   date  i& 

laKe  piace.  £15  090  188.  7d. 

♦The  under  SECRETARY  of  STATE  ' 

FOR   FOREIGN   AFFAIRS  (Mr.   Brod-  CAPE  TO  CAIRO  TELEGRAPH. 

RICK,  Surrey,  Guildford) :  Papers  on  this  Mr.  ENGLEDEW  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
subject  will  shortly  be  laid  before  the  ;  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
House.  I  Aifairs   by  what    line   of   steamers   the 

'  material    for    construction    of    Cape    to 
CHINA-NANNIN(;  FL^-TREATY        |  Cairo   telegraph   has   been   conveyed   to 

l^^RTS.  Chinde.     ^ 

Mr.  JOSEPH  WALTON  :  I  beg  to  ask  ^^,  ^..r^r^^rr..^  m..  • 
the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 'Mr-  BRODRICK  :  This  is  not  a 
Affairs  whether  the  opening  of  Nanning  CJoyemment  undertaking,  and  we  have 
Fu  as  a  treaty  port,  as  announced  by  Her  ^^  knowledge  of  the  methods  employed 
Majesty's  Government  early  last  year,  has  i  ^^^  sendine  out  the  material  m  question, 
been  carried  out ;  and,  if  not,  what  steps 

are    being   taken  to   enforce   this ;    and  COUNTY   COURT   FEES, 

whether  Her  Majesty's  Government  will  ♦Sir  CHARLES  DILKE  (Gloucester- 
insist  on  the  opening  of  the  inland  water- 1  shire,  Forest  of  Dean) :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
ways  of  China  in  accordance  with  the  .  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  whether  the  in- 
agreement  under  which  British  ships  were  crease  in  the  estimated  amount  receivable 
to  be  able  to  take  British  goods  to  every  :  from  fees  by  suitors  in  county  courts 
riverside  town  and  station.  ;  in   the   next  financial  year  implies  that 

*\r        TiTi^rvTiTAiTr        tt        ikc  •    .  ,   I  thcrc  are  CO  be  uo  Considerable mluctions 
*M.«:     ^.^ODRICK  :      Her    Alajesty  s    ^^^   •„    ^he  rate  of  fees  receivable  in 
Minister  at  Peking  has  repeatedly  pr^    ^^„^    ^^^^ 
the  Ohmese  Government  to  carry  out  the  '' 

opening  of  Nanning.      They  stiU  await       The  SECRETARY    TO    the  TREA- 
the  report  of  the  Governor  of  the  pro-  \  SURY    (Mr.    Hanbury,   Preston) :   No, 
vince  on  the  arrangements  that  will  be  [  Sir. 
necessary,    but    have    promised    Sir    C. 

MacDonald  to  direct  him  to  send  it  in  TELEPHONING    CABLEGRAMS, 

without  delay.  The  navigation  of  the  Mr.  CHARLES  M* ARTHUR :  I  beg  to 
inland  waters  by  British  vessels  has  been  ,  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  as  repre- 
successfuUy  initiated  in  various  parts  of  senting  the  Postmaster  General,  whether 
China.  The  papers  shortly  to  be  laid  he  is  yet  in  a  position  to  announce  if  the 
before  the  House  will  show  that  consider-  postal  regulations  will  be  so  modified  that 
able  progress  has  been  made.  Her  \  the  cable  companies  may  telephone  to 
Majesty's  Minister  at  Peking  will  continue  ;  their  clients  cablegrams  received  after 
to  give  careful  attention  to  the  matter.  i  business  hours,  and  that  the  addressees 
i^t^  A  vrk  A    i>  A  TF  xtr  A  V  1  may  telephone  replies  for  transmission  by 

xw     T?xTi-iT  r?r^T?xxT     T  1.  1     r      submanue  cable,  without  being  subjected 

Mr.  ENGLEDEW :   I  beg  to  ask  the    ^  ^he  delay   involved  in  sending  such 
Under  Secretary  of    State  for  Foreign  ;  messages  through  the  Post  Office. 
Affairs  whether  the  office  of  the  Crown  | 

Agents  for  the  Colonies  is  receiving  any  i  Mr.  HANBURY  :  The  Postmaster 
commission  or  percentage  on  the  value  of  I  General  hopes  to  secure  the  co-operation 
material  of  any  kind  shipped  for  con- 1  of  the  American  cable  companies  in  an 
struction  of  the  Uganda  Railway  ;  and  !  experimental  arrangement  made  to  expe- 
whether  any  commission  or  percentage  is  dite  the  delivery  of  cable  messages  ,  at 
paid  on  freight  of  said  material ;  if  so,  I  Liverpool.     Between  the  hours  of  8  and 
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9  or  9.30  p.m.  such  messages  will  be 
telephoned  direct  from  the  Exchange 
Post  Office,  which  immediately  adjoins 
the  offices  of  the  four  American  cable 
companies,  to  those  addressees  who  are 
subscribers  to  the  system  of  the  National 
Telephone  Company,  and  the  subscribers 
will  also  be  able  to  telephone  their 
replies  direct  to  the  Exchange  Post  Office. 
This  arrangement  will  save  the  time 
hitherto  occupied  in  conveying  messages 
by  hand  between  the  offices  of  the  cable 
companies  at  the  Exchange  and  the  head 
post  office,  and  it  will  be  made  permanent 
should  the  use  made  of  it  prove  sufficient 
to  justify  such  a  course. 

PROMOTION  IN  THE  TELEGRAPH 
DEPARTMENT. 

Sir  FRANCIS  EVANS  (Southamp- 
ton) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury,  as  representing  the  Postmaster 
General,  whether  a  memorial  has  been 
received  calling  attention  to  the  stagna- 
tion of  promotion  in  the  telegraph  de- 
partment ;  and  whether  a  revision  of  the 
staft'  is  in  contemplation ;  and,  if  so, 
whether  it  is  the  intention  to  make 
additional  superior  appointments  to 
relieve  the  pressure  at  a  maximum. 

Mr.  HANBURY:  The  Postmaster 
General  has  not  received  any  general 
memorial  to  this  effect  from  the  telegraph 
staff  of  the  Department.  If  the  hon. 
Member  refers  to  the  staff  of  some  parti- 
cular office,  perhaps  he  will  mention  the 
name  of  the  office. 

MONAGHAN   POST  OFFICE. 

Mr.  MACALEESE  (Monaghan,  N.)  : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Trea- 
sury, as  representing  the  Postmaster 
General,  has  the  Monaghan  post  office 
been  condemned  as  insanitary ;  have  the 
postmaster  and  his  family  been  obliged 
owing  to  considerations  of  health  to  leave 
the  post  office  and  take  up  their  residence 
in  another  portion  of  the  town;  is  he 
aware  that  the  excessive  prevalence  of 
sickness  at  present  in  Monaghan  is 
generally  attributed  to  the  distribution 
of  infection  from  this  centre  of  disease ; 
has  the  Department  invited  offers  of  sites 
for  the  erection  of  a  new  post  office,  and 
have  any  offers  been  received  ;  and  when 
may  the  public  of  Monaghan  hope  to  be 
relieved  from  the  growing  danger  which 
menaces  them  in  the  existence  of  the 
present  post  office. 


Mr.  HANBURY:  The  post  office 
premises  have  not  been  condemned  as  in- 
sanitary. The  postmaster,  to  whom 
they  belong,  has  been  allowed  to  give  up 
living  in  them  because  they  are  small  and 
more  room  is  required  for  the  duties.  The 
post  office  is  not  a  centre  of  infection.  On 
the  contrary,  the  official  records  show 
that  the  health  of  the  staff  is  distinctly 
above  the  average.  Offers  of  sites  for  a 
new  office  have  been  invited,  but  as 
yet  none  have  been  received.  It  is  im- 
possible, therefore,  to  slate  when  the  pre- 
sent office  can  be  abandoned. 


IRISH  RAILWAY  AMALGAMATION- 
LIMERICK  HARBOUR  COxMMIS- 
SIONERS. 

Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasun* 
whether  he  is  aware  that  the  Limerick 
Harbour  Commissioners  have  paid  all 
instalments  of  interest  and  principal  due 
to  the  Irish  Board  of  Works  up  to  date  ; 
whether  the  amount  of  the  loan  from  the 
Board  of  W^orks  has  been  reduced  by 
£35,480,  and  the  expenditure  of  the  Com- 
missioners is  kept  well  under  their 
revenue ;  if  so,  whether  he  can  say  on 
what  special  grounds  the  Board  of  Works 
warned  the  Harbour  Commissioners  not 
to  incur  expense  in  opposing  the  Great 
Southern  and  Western  Railway  Companies 
Amalgamation  Bill ;  and  whether  he  will 
see  that  the  Board  of  Works  do  not 
further  interfere  to  prevent  the  Harbour 
Commissioners  taking  any  action  they 
deem  proper  in  the  exercise  of  their  con- 
stitutional rights  to  influence  Parliament 
concerning  the  Railways  Amalgamation 
Bill  now  awaiting  its  decision. 

Mr.  HANBURY :  The  answer  to  the 
first  paragraph  is  in  the  affirmative.  The 
amount  of  the  loans  due  to  the  Board  of 
Works  has  been  reduced  by  £26,517  lOa. 
(not  £35,480).  The  expenditure  of  the 
Harbour  Commissioners  has  in  recent 
times  been  kept  under  the  reveime.  But 
I  may  remind  the  hon.  Member  that  in 
1868  loans  to  the  Commissioners  were 
remitted  to  the  extent  of  £58,863  prin- 
cipal and  £46,803  interest.  The  Board 
of  Works  cannot  prevent  the  Harbour 
Commissioners  from  incurring  this  ex- 
penditure if  it  is  legal.  If  it  is  illegal 
they  are,  of  course,  bound  to  protect  their 
own  interest.  Their  action  has  no  other 
motive. 
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Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN:  Will  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  receive  a  deputa- 
tion from  the  Commissioners  ? 

Mr.  HANBURY  :  The  Board  of 
Works  are  oifering  no  opposition  and  no 
encouragement  to  the  Bill;  they  are 
standing  neutral. 

Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN  :  Has  not 
the  Board  of  Works  sent  a  letter  warning 
these  people  not  to  incur  further  expense 
in  opposing  the  Bill  in  this  House  unless 
they  get  permission  to  do  so  1 

[No  answer  was  given.] 
RUSSLARE  AND  FERMOY  RAILWAYS. 

Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  whether 
the  Irish  Board  of  Works  have  taken  any 
steps  recently,  and,  if  so,  when,  and  what 
action  to  compel  the  Great  Southern  and 
Western  Railway  Company  to  make  the 
new  railways  from  Rosslare  to  Waterford 
and  from  i  ermoy  to  Cork,  authorised  by 
the  Fishguard  and  Rosslare  Railways  and 
Harbours  Act,  1897,  and  which  railways 
the  company  undertook  in  1897  to 
construct  without  postponement ;  and 
whether  the  Treasury,  on  the  advice  of 
the  Board  of  Works,  agreed  to  cancel  a 
large  debt  on  the  understanding  such 
railways  would  be  forthwith  made. 

Mr.  HANBURY :  As  this  question  did 
not  appear  upon  the  Paper  till  this 
morning  I  can  only  say  that  I  am  not 
aware  of  any  such  steps.  Moreover, 
while  Parliament  fixed  a  limit  of  time 
for  the  construction  of  the  railways  in 
question,  it  did  not,  so  far  as  I  know, 
impose  upon  the  Treasury  and  the  Board 
of  Works  the  duty  of  hastening  their 
construction.  As  the  hon.  Member  will 
see  from  the  schedule  to  the  Fishguard 
and  Rosslare  Railways  and  Harboiu^  Act, 
1898,  the  debt  owed  by  the  Fishguard 
Company  is  not  to  be  cancelled.  It  will 
be  discharged  by  a  payment  of  a  sum  of 
X93,000.  An  eqmvalent  ^nt  of  the 
same  amount  has  been  promised  to  be 
paid  in  two  instalments  as  the  works 
proceed. 

Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN :  Have  the 
works  in  Wexford  been  commenced 
at  all? 

Mr.  HANBURY :  I  understand  that 
they  have. 

Several  Nationalist  Members  :  No. 


SCOTTISH    LOCAL    GOVERNMENT 
STATISTICS. 

Mr.  CROMBIE  (Kincardineshire):  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Lord  Advocate  whether  he 
is  aware  that,  since  the  passing  of  the 
Local  Government  (Scotland)  Act,  1894, 
many  parishes  have  ceased  to  publish  to 
their  ratepayers  a  list  of  paupers  and  de- 
tails of  intromissions;  and  whether,  in 
ceasing  to  publish  these  particulars,  these 
parishes  are  complying  with  the  wish  of 
the  Local  Government  Board. 

♦The  lord  ADVOCATE  (Mr.  A. 
Graham  Murray,  Buteshire) :  The 
reply  to  the  first  paragraph  of  the  hon. 
Member's  question  is  in  the  affirmative. 
The  Board,  I  am  informed,  have  frequentlv 
urged  upon  parochial  boards  and  parish 
councils  the  advisability  of  printing  lists 
of  the  paupers  on  their  rolls,  but  they 
have  no  power  to  enforce  compliance. 

SCOTTISH  PARISH  TRUST  ACCOUNTS. 

Mr.  CROMBIE :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Lord 
Advocate  is  it  the  purpose  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  to  require  publicity  to 
be  given  to  the  accounts  of  parish  trusts, 
as  contemplated  under  Section  30  (7)  of 
the  Local  Government  (Scotland)  Act, 
1894. 

♦Mr,  a.  GRAHAM  MURRAY:  The 
circumstances  of  the  various  trusts  are  so 
diverse  that  great  difficulty  arises  in 
framing  such  an  order  as  is  contemplated 
in  the  section  referred  to,  but  the  matter 
has  not  been  lost  sight  of. 

IMPROVEMENT    OF    LAND    ACTS- 
EXPENDITURE. 

Mr,  CHANNING  :  I  beg  to  ask*  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture 
what  have  been  the  amounts  of  expendi- 
ture charged  upon  estates  under  the 
several  Improvement  of  Land  Acts  and 
Limited  Owners'  Residences,  Acts  for  (a) 
farm  buildings  ;  (b)  labourers'  cottages  ; 
(c)  mansion  houses,  etc.,  in  the  years 
1895,  1896,  1897,  1898,  and  1899,. 
respectively. 

♦The  president  of  the  BOARD  of 
AGRICULTURE  (Mr.  Long,  Liverpool, 
West  Derby) :  The  amounts  of  the  ex^ 
penditiu*e  which  have  been  charged  under 
the  Improvement  of  Land  Acts  and 
Limited  Owners'  Residences  Acts  during 
each  of  the  last  five  years  for  the  pur- 
poses to  which  the  hon.  Member  refers. 


391 


Questiom. 


{COMMONS} 


Questions. 


392 


have  been  as  follows  : — Farm  buildings, 
£49,326,  £66,875,  £58,382,  £48,119,  and 
£43,241  ;  labourers*  cottages,  £9,535, 
£10,126,  £S,861,  £11,691,  and  £18,306  ; 
mansion  houses,  etc.,  £28,736,  £58,533, 
£34,208,  £9,629,  and  £22,906. 

MLZZLIN(;  ORDER  IN  CARMARTHEN. 
Mr.  LLOYD  MORGAN  (Carmarthen- 
«hire,  W.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of 
the  Board  of  Agriculture  whether  he  can 
•state  when  he  hopes  to  be  able  to  with- 
draw the  muzzling  order  now  in  force  in 
the  county  of  Carmarthen. 

*Mr.  long  :  I  am  not  yet  in  a  position 
to  name  a  date  for  the  withdrawal  of  the 
muzzling  order  now  in  force  in  certain 
portions  of  Carmarthenshire,  Breconshire, 
and  Glamorganshire,  but  the  position  is 
much  improved,  no  case  of  rabies  having 
been  discovered  in  the  scheduled  district 
since  the  10th  November  last.  I  hope, 
therefore,  that  it  may  not  be  necessary  to 
keep  the  order  in  force  for  any  very  pro- 
longed period. 

THE  POLICE  AND  PUBLIC  MEETINGS. 

Mr.  HUMPHREYS-OWEN  (Mont- 
gomeryshire): I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Home  Department  whether 
his  attention  has  been  called  to  the  fact 
that  in  different  parts  of  the  country 
public  meetings  have  been  broken  up  and 
assaults  committed  on  many  of  Her 
Majesty's  subjects  in  consequence  of  their 
political  opinions ;  and  whether,  if  it 
should  appear  to  him  that  the  police  force 
of  any  county  or  borough  have  been 
remiss  in  the  performance  of  their  duty  of 
protecting  the  persons  and  property  of 
the  people,  he  will  regard  such  conduct 
.as  justifying  him  in  withholding  his  certi- 
ficate of  the  efficiency  of  such  police 
force. 

*The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for 
THE  HOME  DEPARTMENT  (^Sir  M. 
White  Ridley,  Lancashire,  Blaclcpool) : 
I  have  received  no  complaints  of  such 
occurrences  as  are  referred  to  in  the  first 
paragraph.  It  is  impossible  to  answer 
categorically  the  hypothetical  question  in 
the  second  paragraph.  Of  course  if 
habitual  remissness  on  the  part  of  the 
police  in  protecting  persons  and  property 
were  proved  to  have  existed,  it  would  be 
an  element  in  considering  whether  or  not 
the  force  could  be  certified  as  efficient. 


RIOTS  AT  STRATFORD-ON-AVON. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Home  Department  if  his  attention  has 
been  callea  to  the  recent  riots  in  Strat- 
ford-on-Avon,  and  to  the  statement  of  Mr. 
H.  H.  Bullar  that  his  house  was  invaded 
by  a  mob,  who  broke  the  windows  and 
damaged  or  completely  destroyed  his 
whole  stock  of  old  china  and  antique 
furniture  ;  and  what  steps  are  being  taken 
by  the  Gfovernment  to  protect  peaceable 
citizens  from  such  proceedings. 

♦Sir  M.  AVHITE  RIDLEY  :  The 
question  only  appeared  on  the  Paper  this 
morning.  I  will  make  inquiry  into  the 
matter. 

WORKMEN'S  COMPENSATION  ACT— 
SYSONS  v.  KNOWLES. 

Mr.  PICKERSGILL  (Bethnal  Green, 
S.W.):  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Home  Department  whether 
his  attention  has  been  drawn  to  the 
judgment  of  the  Court  of  Appeal  in 
i  Sysons  v.  Knowles  and  Sons,  Limited,  by 
I  which  it  is  decided  that  in  order  to  come 
within  the  benefit  of  the  Workmen's 
Compensation  Act,  the  applicant  must 
have  been  at  the  time  of  the  accident  in 
the  master's  employment  for  at  least  two 
weeks  ;  and  whether,  having  regard  to  the 
effects  of  this  decision,  he  will  introduce, 
or  will  support,  a  Bill  to  amend  the  Act 
in  this  respect. 

*SiR  M.  WHITE  RIDLEY:  The  decision 
appears  to  me  to  be  of  such  importance 
that  I  should  like  time  to  consider  the 
!  matter  and  put  it  before  my  colleagues 
before  I  answer  the  question. 

THE  BUDGET— CUSTOM  HOUSE 
CLEARANCES. 

♦Sir  J.  LENG  (Dundee) :  I  l>eg  to  ask 
Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  if  he  can 
state  approximately  the  amounts  paid  at 
the  custom  houses  in  the  United  Kingdom 
on  Saturday  and  Monday  in  anticipation 
of  the  extra  duties  to  be  imposed  by  the 
Budget,  and  whether  it  would  be  pratic- 
able  in  future  years  to  prevent  or  diminish 
such  anticipatory  payments  by  making  it 
a  condition  that  the  new  or  additional 
duties  should  be  surcharged  on  all  pay- 
ments made  between  the  announcement 
of  the  date  of  the  Budget  and  the  passing 
of  the  Budget  resolutions. 
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♦Sir  M.  hicks  BEACH :  It  is  not 
possible  to  give  an  exact  figure,  but 
the  payments  .in  the  two  days  will, 
I  expect,  amount  to  about  two 
and  a  quarter  millions,  whereas 
under  ordinary  conditions  they  would 
average  about  £180,000.  I  quite  agree 
with  the  suggestion  that  some  steps 
should  be  taken  to  diminish  or  prevent 
the  loss  of  revenue  caused  by  these  large 
anticipatory  payments,  but  I  am  afraid 
the  actual  plan  suggested  by  the  Hon. 
Member  would  not  quite  meet  the  case. 
It  is  not  always  possible,  when  a  man  has 
once  cleared  goods  at  the  lower  rate,  to 
recover  a  surcharge.  But  I  am  carefully 
considering  the  subject,  and  hope  to  be 
able  before  the  Committee  stage  of  the 
Finance  Bill  to  make  some  definite  pro- 
posal for  dealing  with  the  matter. 

Mr.  BARTLEY  :  Will  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  let  us  know  the  names,  so  that 
we  may  know  whether  we  are  getting 
their  goods  cheaper  in  consequence  1 

♦Sir  M.  HICKS  BEACH  :  These  goods 
are  often — in  fact,  I  may  say  generally^ — 
cleared,  not  by  the  persons  who  retail 
them,  but  by  wholesale  dealers. 

NEW    STAMP    DUTIES. 

Mr.  CHARLES  M^ARTHUR:  I  beg 
to  ask  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
whether  it  is  proposed  that  the  new  stamp 
duty  on  produce  contracts  shall  apply  to 
all  description^  of  produce,  including 
sugar,  cotton,  corn,  provisions,  and  iron ; 
whether  it  will  be  levied  on  both  spot  and 
future  transactions  ;  whether  it  will  apply 
to  all  sales  through  the  medium  of  a 
broker,  either  off  or  on  a  produce  ex- 
change ;  and  whether  sales  })etween 
principals  without  the  ititervention  of  a 
broker  will  be  free  from  the  said  dutv. 

♦Sir  M.  hicks  BEACH :  The  answer 
to  all  four  paragraphs  of  the  question  is 
in  the  affirmative. 

♦Mr.  HOLLAND  (Yorkshire,  W.R., 
Rotherham) :  I  beg  to  ask  Mr.  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  whether,  under  the 
terms  of  the  Budget  resolution  passed  on 
Tuesday  last,  it  is  contemplated  that  all 
trade  contracts  negotiated  between  prin- 
eipab  by  an  intermediate  broker  or  agetit 
shall  become  liable  to  the  new  stamp 
duty,  and,  if  not  so  contemplated,  whether 
he  will  insert  words  expressly  to  exclude 
such  contracts. 


Sir  M.  hicks  BEACH :  The  intention 
is  that  the  new  stamp  duty  should  be 
attracted  by  the  advice  note  sent  to  his 
principal  by  "  any  person  carrying  on  the 
business  of  a  broker  "  advising  him  of  the 
sale  or  purchase  of  any  goods.  The  con- 
tracts resulting  from  the  brokers'  nego- 
tiations will  not  attract  the  duty. 

♦Mr.  HOLLAND :  Will  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  kindly  consent  to  see  in  his 
private  room  one  or  two  gentlemen  who 
will  explain  the  serious  effect  this  will 
have  on  the  cotton  trade  of  Manchester  1 

Sir  M.  hicks  BEACH  :  I  am  about 
to  receive  a  deputation  on  the  subject. 

SUGAR  CULTIVATION  IN  THE  UNITED 

KINGDOM.      . 

COLONKL  MILWARD  (Stratford-upon 
Avon) :  I  beg  to  ask  Mr.  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  whether,  in  view  of  the 
promise  he  has  made  to  consider  any  re- 
strictions preventing  the  growth  of  tobacco 
in  Ireland,  and  to  endeavour  to  remove 
them,  he  will  also  endeavour  to  remove 
the  restrictive  conditions  preventing  the 
growth  of  sugar  in  England,  Scotland, 
and  Ireland  generally,  should  ;bhe  experi- 
ments now  in  progress  prove  that  without 
the  restrictive  conditions  referred  to 
sugar  beet  would  be  a  large  and  profitable 
crop  for  the  farmers  of  this  country. 

Sir  M.  hicks  BEACH:  I  am  not 
!  aware  of  any  restrictive  conditions  on  the 
.  growth  of  sugar  in  the  United  Kingdom. 

\ 

!  EDUCATION  GRANTS  FOR  SECONDARY 

SCHOOLS. 

I      Mr.  M*KENNA  ^Monmouthshire,  N.) : 

I  beg  to  ask  the  Vice-President  of  the 

;  Committee    of    Council     on     Education 

,  whether  the  effect  of  the  arrangements 

I  made  by    the  Departmental  Comm'tteo 

appointed  under  the  minute  of  4th  July, 

1899,  and  named  in  the  Education  De- 

I  partment's    Return    of    12th    February, 

I  1900,  will  be  to  leave  in  the  hands  of  the 

'  Science  and  Art  Department  the  regula- 

I  tion  of  the  conditions  under  which  grants 

for  science,  art,   and  technology  may  be 

I  earned  by  secondary  schools ;  and  whether 

'  any  further  steps  have  been  taken  to  give 

i  effect  to  the  undertaking  of  the  Govem- 

I  ment  to  establish  a  third  branch  of  the 

Education  Department  to  deal  with  the 

special  interests  of  secondary  schools. 
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The  VICE-PRESIDENT  of  the  COM- 
MITTEE OF  COUNCIL  ON  EDUCA- 
TION (Sir  J.  Gk)RST,  Cambridge  Uni- 
versity) :  The  conditions  under  which 
science  and  art  grants  are  paid  to 
secondary  schools  are  regulated  by  the 
Committee  of  Council,  and  will  after 
April  1st  l)e  regulated  by  the  Board  of 
Education.  Grants  for  technical  instruc- 
tion were  suspended  in  Great  Britain,  but 
not  in  Ireland,  in  1891.  The  conditions 
in  Irelatid  are  at  present  regulated  by  the 
Committee  of  Council.  The  arrange- 
ments for  establishing  a  third  branch  of 
the  Boai*d  of  Ekiucation  are  still  under 
consideration. 


BELFAST  BOROUGH  FUNDS. 

Mr.  MACALEESE  :  I  beg  to  ask  Mr. 
Attorney  General  for  Ireland  if  the  Bel- 
fast Borough  Act,  8  and  9  Vic.  c.  142, 
Section  21,  requiring  the  council  to  cause 
an  aniuial  account  in  abstract  to  be  pre- 
pared, showing  the  total  receipts  and 
expenditure  of  all  funds  levied  by  virtue 
of  this  Act  ending  31st  December,  has 
been  complied  with  by  transmitting  a 
copy  of  same  to  the  town  clerk  of  the 
borough  on  or  before  31st  January 
following  in  each  year,  under  a  forfeit  of 
£20,  and  is  he  aware  that  a  levy  of  rates 
has  l>een  made  for  the  quarter  ending 
31st  March,  1900,  and  again  for  the  year 
ending  31st  March,  1901,  without  the 
said  abstract  of  accounts  for  the  year 
ending  Slst  December,  1899,  having  been 
made  out ;  and  will  he  take  steps  to  en- 
force compliance  with  this  statute  in  re- 
spect of  the  abstract  of  accounts  referred 
•to  being  tran^'mitted  to  the  town  clerk 
before  the  council  confirm  the  rates  pro- 
posed to  be  levded  for  the  year  commencing 
3l8t  March,  1900. 

The  attorney  GENERAL  i<X)r 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Atkinson,  London- 
derry, N.) :  Section  21  of  the  Act  of  1845 
provides  for  the  preparation  of  an  annual 
account  in  alistract  showing  the  total 
receipts  and  expenditure  of  all  funds 
levied  by  virtue  of  that  Act.  The  only 
rate  created  by  the  Act  of  1845  was  the 
police  rate,  and  there  was,  in  addition,  at 
that  time  only  one  other  rate  levied  in 
the  borough — namely,  the  borough  rate. 
Since  1845,  however,  the  corporation  has 
obtained  over  twenty  Acts  of  Parliament, 
and  concurrently  with  the  great  increase 
in  the  extent  of  the  city  and  the  number 


of  its  population,  there  has  taken  place 
a  correspondingly  large  increase  in  the 
volume  of  the  accounts  to  be  dealt  with, 
so  that,  however  feasible  it  might 
formerly  have  been  to  comply  with  the 
statutory  requirement  in  regard  to  the 
period  within  which  the  abstract  of  the 
accounts  shall  be  prepared,  it  is  not 
possible  at  the  present  day  to  comply 
literally  with  the  provisions  of  the  Act 
of  1845  in  this  respect.  The  town 
clerk  submits,  reasonably,  so  I  think,  that 
it  would  be  absurd  to  deal  with  the 
'  accounts  of  the  corporation  in  sections, 
I  and  that  the  present  system  of  pubiish- 
I  ing  the  abstracts  of  all  the  funds  aiter  the 
;  audit  of  the  accounts  is  the  natural  and 
correct  method  and  most  adapted  to  the 
circumstances  of  the  present  time.  Any 
ratepayer  can  sue  the  corporation  for 
the  penalty  of  £20  prescribed  by  |;he 
statute.  It  is  not  a  matter  calling  for 
the  intervention  of  the  Executive. 


IRISH    COUNTY    SURVEYORS' 
EXAMINATIONS. 


Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND: 
to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 


I  bez 
Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  if  a  candidate 
for  the  office  of  county  surveyor,  who 
has  acted  as  locum  ienens  of  that  officer 
and  who  had  passed  the  qualifying  exami- 
nation and  had  efficiently  discharged  his 
duties,  is  required  to  pass  a  fresh  examina- 
tion before  his  appointment  to  the  office 
of  county  surveyor  will  be  sanctioned. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  (for  Mr.  G.  W. 
I  Balfour)  :  A  second  examination  has 
j  been  held  to  be  required  by  the  terms  of 
I  the  County  Surveyors  Act,  1862  It  is, 
'  I  think,  an  inconvenient  and  unreasonable 
I  condition  to  be  applied  universally,  and 
'  the  propriety  of  modifying  or  dispensing 
with  it  is  now  under  consideration  of  the 
<  Government. 

MONAGHAN    LUNATIC    ASYLUM 

CHAPEL. 

Mr.  ARCHDALE  (Fermanagh,  N.) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he  is  aware 
that  though,  as  shown  by  the  minutes  of 
the  Asylums  Board  of  11th  February, 
1897,  the  chapel  in  the  Monaghan  Lunatic 
Asylum  was  built  for  the  use  of  all  deno- 
minations, and  even  an  order  placed  on 
the  books  that  no  religious  emblems  were 
to  be  placed  on  or  in  the  building,  the 
present  committee  of  management  have 
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allowed  various  emblems  to  be  introduced 
into  the  chapel  and  prohibited  the  Protes- 
tant chaplain  entirely  from  holding  service 
in  the  chancel ;  and  whether  he  is  aware 
that  in  consequence  a  new  chapel  costing 
over  £2,000  is  to  be  built  and  the  rates 
burdened  to  that  extent,  while  the  Pro- 
testant inmates  are  in  the  meantime 
deprived  of  their  usual  religious  ministra- 
tions. 

Mr.  MACALEESE:  Before  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  answers  the  question,  I 
beg  to  ask  the  following,  of  which  I  have 
given  him  private  notice  :  Whether  it  was 
a  fact  that  from  the  beginning  it  was  well 
understood  that  the  church  was  to  be 
devoted  to  the  accommodation  of  the 
Catholic  patients  only;  was  the  church 
not  built  bv  the  Board  of  Governors  with 
the  approval  and  sanction  of  the  Board  of 
Conti-ol  to  meet  the  requirements  of 
Catholic  woi*ship ;  were  the  Catholic 
emblems,  to  which  exception  had  now 
been  taken  for  the  first  time,  not  visible 
during  the  construction  of  the  church ; 
had  not  the  Ijord  Bishop  of  Clogher  and 
the  Catholic  members  of  the  Asylum 
Committee  made  reasonable  concessions 
to  meet  the  interests  of  Protestant 
patients  during  the  erection  of  the  new 
Protestant  church ;  and  is  the  present 
movement  anything  more  than  an  out- 
burst of  local  bigotry  to  deprive  the 
Catholic  patients  of  the  great  spiritual 
advantage  which  the  new  church  has  con- 
ferred on  them. 

♦Mr.  speaker  :    Order,  order !     The 
question  cannot  be  allowed  in  that  form. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  (for  Mr.  G.  W. 
Balfour)  :  The  chapel  in  the  Monaghan 
Lunatic  Asylum  was  originally  intended, 
I  am  informed,  for  the  use  of  all 
denominations,  but  it  was  subsequently 
decided  to  reserve  it  exclusively  for 
Roman  Catholics  and  to  build  another 
place  of  worship  for  Protestants.  Steps 
have  been  taken  to  proceed  with  the 
latter  work,  and  in  the  meantime  the 
arrangements  for  divine  service  for  the 
Protestant  inmates  must  necessarily  be  of 
a  temporary  nature.  The  medical  super- 
intendent of  the  asylum  states  that  with 
the  view  of  rendering  the  building  appro- 
priate for  the  Protestant  service,  the 
Koman  Catholic  altar  is  screened  off 
during  the  celebration  of  the  Protestant 
service,  but  that  the  Episcopalian  chaplain 
complains  that  this  screen  is  placed  out- 
side instead  of  inside  the  chancel  rails. 
The  responsibility  in  the  matter  is  vested 
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exclusivelv  in  the  committee  of  manage* 
ment,  and  the  Executive  have  no  power 
to  interfere.  As  to  the  supplementary 
question  of  the  hon.  Member  for  North 
Monaghan,  he  will  see  that  I  haVe 
answered  the  three  firit  paragraphs ;  as  to 
the  fourth,  I  have  no  information  ;  while 
I  must  respectfully  decline  to  answer  the 
fifth. 

RrOTING  AT  COALISLAND. 

♦Mr.  DOOGAN  (Tyrone,  E.) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he  is  aware 
that  an  Orange  party  fired  upon  a  Koman 
Catholic  band  near  Coalisland  on  the 
night  of  the  1st  March;  whether  the 
police,  who  were  present  on  the  occasion 
of  the  firing,  took  a  loaded  gun  from  one 
man  and  an  iron  poker  from  another ;  and 
whether  steps  will  be  taken  to  maintain 
the  peace  of  the  neighbourhood  and  to 
prevent  a  recurrence  of  such  proceedings. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  (for  Mr.  G.  W. 
Balfour)  :  It  appears  that  late  on  the 
night  of  the  1st  inst.  some  shots  were 
fired  in  the  direction  of  a  Nationalist 
drumming  party  near  Coalisland.  No 
person,  I  am  happy  to  say,  was  injured. 
The  police  who  accompanied  the  party  at 
once  went  in  pursuit  of  the  persons  by 
whom  it  was  believed  the  shots  were  fired, 
but  failed  to  capture  them.  One  man, 
however,  was  found  with  a  piece  of  iron 
about  a  foot  in  length  in  his  possession^ 
which  was  taken  from  him.  A  rifle,  which 
was  unloaded  and  which  did  r>ot  appear  to 
have  been  used  on  the  occasion,  was  sub- 
sequently found  lying  beside  a  ditch.  The 
following  morning  a  pistol  was  found  on 
the  road  which  had  been  traveraed  by  the 
drumming  party.  The  weapon  had  evi- 
dently been  dropped  by  one  of  this  party. 
With  reference  to  the  last  paragraph,  it 
is  the  paramount  duty  of  the  police  to 
preserve  the  peace  in  this  as  in  every 
other  district.  But  there  are  occasions 
when  it  is  very  difficult  to  succeed  in  that 
object.  In  the  present  instance,  a  drum- 
\  ming  party  went  out  suddenly  in  the 
darkness  of  night  for  the  ostensible  pur- 
pose of  making  a  counter  demonstration 
to  the  celebration  by  loyalists  in  the 
locality  of  the  relief  of  Ladysmith.  It  is 
obvious  that  the  police,  though  they  may 
do  their  utmost  to  preserve  the  peace, 
cannot  altogether  prevent  a  collision 
between  the  opposing  parties. 

*Mr.  DOOGAN :   Arisinsj  out  of  that 
answer,  I  would  ask  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
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tleman,  is  he  aware  that  the  Nationalist 
parade  was  held,  in  pursuance  of  a  local 
custom,  to  celebrate  annually  the  Ist  of 
March  ] 

Mr.  ATKINSON:  I  have  no  know- 
ledge of  that  facU  If  such  a  custom  exist, 
it  apparently  only  occurred  to  them  for 
the  first  time  on  this  occasion. 

IKISH    PRISON    EXERCISE    YARDS. 

Dr.  tanner  (Cork  County,  Mid) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  in  how  many 
prisons  in  Ireland  are  there  open  air 
exercise  yards  with  shelters  in  case  of 
rain,  and  how  do  the  ordinary'  prisons 
compare  with  convict  prisons  in  Ireland. 
Is  he  aware  that  owing  to  the  humidity 
of  climate,  prisoners  are  frequently  given 
their  two  hours  daily  exercise  in  the  rain, 
and  often  no  exercise  in  consequence  of 
no  sheltered  yard  being  provided;  and 
whether  any  steps  will  be  taken  to  remedy 
this  state  of  things. 

xMr.  ATKINSON  (for  Mr.  G.  W. 
Balfour)  :  Covered  shelters  are  provided 
in  the  exercise  yards  attached  to  the 
prisons  at  Kilmainham,  Mary1x)rough, 
and  Dundalk.  In  connection  with  all  the 
large  male  prisons  similar  sheds  are  pro- 
vided for  prisoners  employed  at  stone- 
breaking  and  other  work.  In  the  case  of 
rain  these  sheds  are  availed  of  to  a  certain 
extent  for  shelter.  There  is  no  distinc- 
tion between  ordinary  and  convict  prisons 
in  this  respect.  There  is  no  foundation 
for  the  statement  in  the  second  paragraph. 
In  the  opinion  of  the  Prisons  Board  the 
present  practice,  which  works  satisfac- 
torily, does  not  require  alteration.  There 
are,  moreover,  obvious  objections  to  the 
erection  of  buildings  in  exercise  yards 
where  such  would  interfere  with  sunshine 
and  the  free  circulation  of  air. 

Dr.  TANNER:  Am  I  to  understand 
that  prisoners  are  not  occasionally  exer- 
cised in  the  rain,  and  that  on  very  wet 
days  they  get  no  exercise  whatsoever  1 

Mr.  ATKINSON:  I  have  answered 
that  according  to  my  belief  there  is  no 
foundation  for  the  statement. 

Dr.  tanner  :  I  shall  raise  this  ques- 
tion on  the  Estimates. 

TRINITY    COLLEGE     STUDENTS, 

DUBLIN. 

Mr.  PATRICK  O^BRIEN  :  I  beff  to 
ask   Mr.   Attorney  General  for  Ireland 


whether  he  is  aware  that  within  the  past 
week  a  number  of  students  of  Trinity 
College,  Dublin,  were  convicted  of 
assaulting  Constable  M*Sharry,  89  B, 
and  attempting  to  rescue  a  prisoner,  and 
that  penalties  of  £1  each  were  inflicted ; 
whether  he  is  aware  that  two  labourers, 
convicted  of  assault  on  a  constable  and 
rescue  of  a  prisoner  on  Monday  last,  were 
committed  to  prison  for  six  months,  and 
ordered  to  find  bail  for  their  future  good 
behaviour ;  and  whether  he  will  ask  the 
ma^strates  who  tried  these  cases  to 
explain  the  circumstances  which  influ- 
enced them  in  giving  such  different  sen- 
tences for  the  same  offence.  In  putting 
the  question,  may  I  supplement  it  with 
the  words  which  were  omitted  at  the 
Table — namely,  did  the  assault  consist  of 
kicking  the  policeman  and  smashing  his 
helmet  ? 

*Mr.  SPEAKER:  If  anything  was 
omitted  at  the  Table  the  hon.  Member 
should  appeal  to  me  on  the  subject,  and 
not  put  it  in  the  form  of  a  supple- 
mentary question. 

Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN :  Is  it  not 
a  proper  question  to  ask  as  to  the  nature 
of  the  assault  ? 

♦Mr.  speaker  :  It  would  depend  on 
the  language  in  which  it  was  couched. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  :  I  have  caUed  for, 
but  have  not  yet  received,  a  report  in  re- 
ference to  the  first  and  second  paragraphs 
of  this  question,  which  I  may  observe  only 
appeared  on  the  Paper  this  morning.  As 
regards  the  last  paragraph,  I  cannot,  as 
suggested,  on  behalf  of  the  Executive  call 
upon  magistrates  to  give  the  reasons  for 
their  decisions.  If  the  hon.  Member  will 
repeat  his  question  on  Monday  I  shall 
endeavour  to  reply. 

TOBACCO  CULTIVATION  IN  IRELAND. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND :  I  ]yeg 
to  ask  the  Vice-President  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture  for  Ireland  whether 
he  is  now  prepared  to  make  a  representa- 
tion to  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
with  a  view  to  removing  any  restrictions 
which  exist  to  growing  tobacco  in 
Ireland. 

The  vice-president  of  thk 
DEPARTMENT  of  AGRICULTURE 
FOR  IRELAND  (Mr.  Plunkett,  Dublin 
County,  S.) :  When  a  desire  is  manifested 
on   the  part  of   Irish  farmers  to  grow 
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tobacco,  it  will  be  time  to  make  represen- 
tations to  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer with  a  view  to  the  removal  of  any 
restrictions  which  may  interfere  with  its 
profitable  cultivation.  Irish  farmers  will 
probably  await  the  result  of  further 
experiments,  which  are  in  contemplation 
for  the  present  year. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND:  Will 
the  right  hon.  Grentleman's  Department 
bear  in  mind  the  statement  of  tne  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  that  he  would 
view  with  favour  the  removal  of  these 
restrictions  1 

Mr.  PLUNKETT  :  Certainly. 

METROPOLITAN    PARLIAMENTARY 

DIVISIONS. 

Captain  NORTON :  I  bee  to  ask  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasiwy  whether  it  is 
the  intention  of  the  Government  to 
introduce  a  Bill  during  the  present 
session  to  alter  the  boundaries  of  the 
Parliamentary  divisions  of  the  metropolis, 
so  that  they  may  correspond  with  the 
municipal  areas  as  settled  by  the  Com- 
missioners under  the  powers  of  the 
London  Government  Act,  1899. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  The  answer 
to  the  question  is  in  the  negative. 

BUSINESS  OF  THE  HOUSE. 

Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN 
(Stirling  Burghs) :  I  wish  to  ask  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Admiralty  whether  it  is 
proposed,  as  usual,  to  leave  over  one  or 
two  of  the  Naval  Estimates  so  that  the 
discussion  on  naval  affairs  may  be  resiuned 
later  in  the  session  ? 

Thk  FIRST  LORD  of  the  ADML 
RALTY  (Mr.  Gk)SCHEN,  St.  George's, 
Hanover  Square) :  Yes,  I  propose  to 
postpone  Vote  8  (Shipbuilding,  Repairs, 
Maintenance,  etc.),  ana  not  to  take  the 
Report  on  Vote  12  (Admiralty  Office),  so 
that  there  will  be  an  opportunity  for 
discussion  later  in  the  session. 

Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN : 
Can  the  Leader  of  the  House  say  what 
will  be  the  business  for  Monday  next  ? 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  is  well  within  his  rights  in 
asking,  and  I  regret  that  I  am  unable  to 
giVQ  an  absolutely  conclusive  answer.  I 
have  little  doubt  that  the  Govemmertt 
will  be  able  to  take  the  Army  Estimates 
first  on  Monday,  but  that  arrangement  to 


a  certain  extent  depends  upon  my  hon. 
friend  the  Under  Secretary  for  War, 
whose  health,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  is  not 
yet  fully  restored  ;  but  I  believe  that  my 
hon.  friend  will  be  in  a  position  to  make 
his  statement  on  Monday  upon  the  motion 
that  the  Speaker  leave  the  chair.  I  also 
understand  that  on  a  very  early  day  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  will  intro- 
duce his  Loan  Bill,  arising  out  of  the 
Budget,  and  that  Bill  will  probably  be  the 
first  order  on  Tuesday.  If  so,  the  dis- 
cussion on  the  Army  Estimates  will  })e 
interrupted  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  COGHILL  (Stoke-upon-Trent) : 
When  is  it  proposed  to  take  the  Second 
Reading  of  the  Factories  and  Workshops 
Biin 

Mr.   a.  J.  BALFOUR :  Not  to-night. 

Sir  CHARLES  CAMERON  (Glasgow, 
Bridgeton) :  Will  the  Ecclesiastical  Assess- 
ments Bill  be  taken  to-night  ? 

Mr.  a.  J.   BALFOUR  :  No. 

Sir  CHARLES  CAMERON:  What 
will  be  the  order  of  business,  should  the 
Navy  Estimates  be  got  through  early 
to-night  1 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  I  do  not 
expect  there  will  be  much  time  for  any 
Bills  except  the  first  on  the  Paper.  We 
propose  to  take  the  Bills  in  their  order. 


THE   QUEEN   AND   THE    IRISH 
PEOPLE. 

Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND  (Waterfonl, 
City) :  Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  to  ask  the 
indulgence  of  the  House  for  a  moment  in 
order  to  enable  me  to  say  that  the  Irish 
people  will  receive  with  gratification  the 
atmouncement  that  Her  Majesty  has 
directed  that  for  the  future  the  shamrock 
shall  }>e  worn  by  all  Irish  regiments  on 
Ireland's  national  festival.  The  Irish 
people  will  welcome  this  graceful  recog- 
nition of  the  valour  of  their  race — what- 
ever the  field  upon  which  that  valour  has 
latest  been  exhibited — and  our  people 
will,  moreover,  treat  with  respect  the 
visit  which  the  venerable  Sovereign  pro- 
poses to  make  to  their  shores,  well  know- 
ing that  on  this  occasion  no  attempt  will 
be  made  to  give  that  visit  a  party 
significance,  and  that  their  chivalrous 
hospitality  will  be  taken  in  no  quarter  to 
mean  any  abatement  of  their  demand  for 
their  national    rights,    which  they   will 

Q  2 
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continue  to  press  until  they  are  con-  f  country.  It  seems  to  the  Government 
ceded.  that  that  disability  should  bo  removed, 

;  and  that  is  the  simple  object  of  this   Bill 

UOILEItS  REGISTRATION  AND  IKSPEC    "^  ''^^^  ^  "**"'  '°*^''"  ^^^  ^""°"**  ^*^"«- 
TION  {No.  3)  BILL.  Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed. 

Order  for  Second  Reading  upon  Wed- 1  "  That   the  Bill   be  now    read  a  second 
nesday,  2l8t  March,  read,  and  discharged.  '•  time." 

Bill  withdrawn.  ,      j^j^   Y.  M.    HEALY  (Louth,    N.) :    I 

ELECTORAL  DISABILITIES  (MILITARY  '  ^*!f   *"T    fy^^P^J^y  J^'^l*  *!»«  ""^^ion 
SERVICE)  BILL.  made,  and   also  with  the  motion  which 

„  „  I  appears   on   the   Paper  by  the  hon.  and 

[SECOND  KEADiNG.]  |  g^jj^^^^  Member  for  Pembroke.     I  rather 

Order  for  Second  Reading  read.  regret  that    the    Government   did    not 

The    secretary  of  STATE  for  i '^•'^^"  *•»«  ^/"  J." ,  *^t  ^'^  '"  which  he 
THE    HOME    DEPARTMENT   (Sir  M.  :  P'-<>P»s««-     ^  J^f"''  t^^f  '«  *  ^^^l*" 

White  Ridley,  Lancashire,  Blackpool): ;  *"ffP''T'.*^.K  p  '"'''^  ^'^.  ^ 
This   is   a   Bill     t  th         f        i  attention  of  the  Government  to  a 

qualification  of  thosrwhrby  residenc!  !  ™"'  condition  of  the  law  in  regaixl  to 
have  acquired  the  fi^nchise,  and  who  for  !  ^^I'^ZT-  disciplinary  imprisonment 
a  time  would  lie  deprived,  and  unjustly  i  i"«'«^  during  actual  service.  We  had, 
A,.^^..^A    ^f     fv,«     ^A,r^  f     i.u  **.  '  the  other  day,  the  case  of  a  man  of  the 

aepnvea,  ot     the     advantage     of     that  r  t\     •  i   n^n  u        u-i    u 

f«„««u:„^  *.i,«^.,«k  I.     •  \.       1-1  name  of  Daniel  O  Connor,  who  while  he 

franchise,  through  havinsr  ffone  abroad  in:  .,.*        j  «.  Nr  i     * 

♦k«  „^^/ ^  ?u     ^      ^  T«u      i.i.       '  was  on  military  duty  as  a  Volunteer —as 

the  service  of  the  country.     The  atten- ;  "^     r  -  tr 

tion  of  the  Government  has  naturally  ■  *  y««7«->^a«  /?''  ^ome  minor  offence 
been  called  to  the  possible  disqualification  ,  °^^^^^  ^  ^'  ""'  inipnsoned  but  placed 
which  would  attach  to  those  who  have  in    *"'  «°'"^  *"■'  ''^  P*"""'^  ^^  ""^""^  ^^  *** 


this  national  emergency  gone  out  of  the 


confined  in  the  camping  ground,  and  the 


country  to  serve  tlie  Queen,  and  who  by  I  revising  barrister  struck  him  off  the  roll 

that  means  would  be  deprived  of  the  l^'^^'F  ^^^  ^^  ^^^\  *  °^*"  .^^^'^^ ^ 
franchise  they  have  acquired.  It  seems  1  ^"^P^onment  cuinnot  1^  retained  on  the 
very  unfair  that  a  similar  protection  H^f^''^  The  Court  of  Appeal  reversed 
should  not  be  accorded  to  them  as  was  I  ^^^^  ^"'^^^^"  ^^  ^^'  '^'^'''''^  hamster, 
accorded  under  the  Act  of  1891  to  others.  |  ♦Mr.  SPEAKER  pointed  out  that  the 
The  Bill  applies  to  all  classes,  whether  ,  Bill  before  the  House  dealt  with  the 
in  the  Militia,  Yeomanry,  or  Volunteers,  franchise  of  those  who  had  gone  out  of 
who  have  gone  abroad  to  serve  the  coun-  the  country  in  the  service  of  the  country, 
try,  and  who  by  being  abroad  might  lose 

the  franchise  which  they  have  acquired  Mr.  T.M.  HEALY:  I  am  coming  to  that, 
by  residence,  I  observe  that  an  hon.  and  i  I  ^^^"^  ^^^t  those  who  have  been  under 
gallant  friend  of  mine  (General  Laurie)  1  military  discipline  involving  punishment 
has  given  notice  of  a  motion  by'  which  he  -  would  be  similarly  liable  during  that  time 
seeks  to  include  similar  facilities  for  relief  ^  lose  their  votes.  I  think  it  would  be 
to  the  members  of  the  Navy  and  Army,  desirable  to  see  that  during  the  entire 
That  is  a  very  different  question.  I  ven- '  ^i^e  these  men  are  absent  on  service  no 
tiire  to  remind  the  House  that  the  Bill '  disqualification   from    any   cause    should 

■  • 

has  been  introduced  not  for  those  who  ;  anse. 

have   undertaken   regular   service  under  .      CoLOXEL   MILWARD  (Warwickshire. 

the  Crown,  whether  m  the  Army  or  Navy     c.^^^tf^^l.Avo       observed    that    he 
and  who  are  under  obligation  to  go  abroad  L^^   extremely  grateful  to  the   Govern- 
when  their  services  are  required      That  j  ^^^^^  for  introducing  the  Bill. 
IS   a  very  different   case  altogether,  and 

cannot,  I  think,  be  properly  broiight  ♦General  LAURIE  (^Pembroke  and 
within  the  provisions  of  the  Bill.  This  j  Haverfordwest) :  I  felt  boimd,  believ- 
is  a  Bill  intended  to  apply  to  those  who  '  ing  that  this  Bill  did  not  go  far  enough, 
are  practically  civilians,  and  who  have  by  j  to  place  on  the  Paper  the  notice  which 
resiuence  acquired  the  franchise,  and  who  :  appears  there.  I  quite  realise  that  this 
would  be  deprived  of  it  by  the  fact  that  !  is  not  an  enfranchising  Bill,  but  we  do  not 
they  have  gone  out  in  the  service  of  the  |  ask  that  the  soldier   should    be  enfran- 
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chised.  What  we  ask  is  that  he  should 
not  suffer  from  a  disability  when  the 
Volunteers,  Yeomanry,  Militia,  or  Reserve 
men  are  relieved  from  the  process  of 
disqualification.  A  Reserve  man  is  liable 
to  be  sent  abroad,  and  a  member  of  the 
Militia  is  liable  to  be  sent  to  another  part 
of  the  country  for  service,  and  what  we  ask 
is  that  after  this  war  is  over  all  those  who 
have  gone  abroad  should  on  their  return 
be  able  to  exercise  the  franchise.  Under 
these  proposals  a  soldier  alone  would  be 
disqualified  because  he  had  been  away 
doing  his  country's  work.  It  seems  to 
me  an  invidious  distinction  to  draw,  and, 
that  being  so,  I  have  felt  bound — it  is 
the  only  thing  we  could  do — to  move 
that  the  Bill  be  not  read  a  second  time 
in  order  to  enable  me  to  express  that 
view. 


♦Mr.  JEFFREYS  (Hampshire,  N.),  in 
seconding  the  Amendment,  said  :  I  do 
hope  some  consideration  will  be  given  to  the 
Regular  soldiers.  In  1 89 1  a  Bill  was  passed 
through  this  House  allowing  soldiers  and 
sailors  to  go  away  on  active  service  for  a 
period  not  exceeding  four  months  with- 
out becoming  disqualified.  Before  that 
time,  if  a  soldier  went  away  for  a  period 
of  three  months  manoeuvring  or  on  ser- 
vice, he  was  struck  ofif  the  register  at  the 
next  revision  of  Parliamentary  voters. 
Some  years  ago  I  introduced  a  Bill  to 
enable  soldiers  to  go  away  for  a  period  of 
not  exceeding  four  months  without  losing 
their  votes.  A  similar  Bill  was  passed 
by  the  Attorney  General  in  1891.  Now 
that  so  many  soldiers  are  sent  out  in 
the  present  war,  I  think  some  considera- 
tion might  be  made  for  them.  I  should 
not  say  that  they  should  retain  their 
votes  for  the  whole  period  of  the  war,  but 
I  think  some  such  period  as  eight  or  nine 
months  might  be  inserted.  It  is  rather  hard 
that  men  on  the  staff  or  in  the  medical 
service  should  lose  their  votes  while  they 
see  other  men  in  similar  employment 
go  out  and  still  retain  their  votes.  I 
think  it  would  be  only  a  gracious  act  to 
do  for  soldiers  what  you  propose  to  do 
for  those  in  the  service  who  will  get  the 
benefit  of  the  Bill.  It  is  not  often  that  the 
soldiers  have  the  opportunity  of  recording 
their  votes,  but  of  course,  like  other  peo- 
ple, they  highly  value  the  privilege  of 
being  able  to  vote  for  a  Member  of  Parlia- 
ment. 

Amendment  proposed — 

**  To  leave  oat  from  the  word  *  That/  to  the 
end  of  the  question,  in  order  to  add  the  words 


'  no  Bill  (Hunting  facilities  for  relief  of  elec- 
toral disabilities  to  Militia,  Yeomanry,  and 
Volunteers  who  have  proceeded  on  active  ser- 
vice  will  be  satisfactory  to  this  House  which 
does  not  extend  similar  facilities  for  relief  to 
the  members  of  the  Royal  Navy  and  Regular 
Army  who  are  now  employed  on  active  service 
in  South  Africa,*  instead  thereof." — {General 
Laune.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
Question." 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  (Lynn  Regis) : 
This  is  a  very  large  Bill  in  its  essence, 
because  it  affects  not  only  those  who  may 
be  serving  out  of  the  country,  and  who 
by  their  absence  from  their  habitual 
occupations  would  be  disqualified, 
but  it  gives  very  special  advantages 
to  the  classes  who  are  affected 
by  it.  Moreover,  the  same  amount 
of  absence  from  the  place  of  habita- 
tion is  not  a  disability  so  long  as 
the  person  affected  is  absent  on  actual 
military  service.  That  is  an  enormous 
revolution  so  far  as  it  goes  in  the  existing 
law  of  this  country — to  say  that  during 
the  whole  of  this  time  he  shall  have  the 
franchise  preserved  to  him  although  not 
an  inhabitant  or  occupier.  But  the  thing, 
large  in  itself,  is  made  very  small  by  the 
limitation  to  the  class  to  which  it  extends. 
It  extends  only  to  the  Reserve  men,  the 
Militia,  and  the  Yeomanry.  That  sets  up 
a  very  invidious  distinction  between  the 
voluntary  service  men  and  the  other 
service  men.  It  suggests  that  the  one  is 
a  volunteer  and  the  other  a  mercenary, 
but  the  fact  is  that  all  our  forces  are 
voluntary.  The  fact  that  men  are 
engaged  in  the  Regular  service  is  not  a 
reason  for  refusing  to  them,  whether  in 
the  Army  or  Navy,  the  reservation  of  this 
right.  You  only  reserve  a  right  which 
has  been  created  by  the  operation  of  the 
ordinary  law.  Is  it  a  reason,  because  the 
man  is  a  Volunteer  for  a  longer  period, 
that  he  should  be  deprived  of  his  vote  1 
Marines  have  almost  all  electoral 
qualifications,  and  a  great  many  sailors 
have  homes  in  the  ports  where  their 
ships  go.  Why  should  they  be  deprived 
of  the  pri\dlege  of  voting  1  I  thiuK  it  is 
very  reasonable  and  generous,  at  any 
rate,  that  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Homo  Department  should  make  a 
small  revolution  so  far  as  it  goes 
in  the  electoral  law  of  this  country. 
The  men  who  are  employed  in  the  trans- 
port service  ought  to  be  included.  The 
ordinary  fisherman  taken  on  in  the  trans- 
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ports  engaged  in  the  military  service  on  <  Second  Heading  of  the  Bill  in  its  present 
behalf  of  the  Crown  is  a  Volunteer,  and  form,  and  probably  the  right  hon. 
ought  to  get  the  advantage  of  this  pro- '  Gentleman  may  give  an  assurance  that  the 
posal ;  although  he  is  au- ordinary  citizen,  i  suggestion  I  have  ventured  to  make  will 
he  is  really  employed  in  the  military  :  be  met. 
service  in  an  auxiliary  capacity.     With- , 

out  pledging  myself  as  to  the  exact  way  ,  Mr.  ARTHUR  J.  MOORE  (London- 
in  which  it  should  be  done,  whatever  derry) :  As  the  representative  of  a  con- 
arguments  apply  to  the  Yeomanry  and  I  stituency  a  very  large  number  of  men  from 
Volunteer  forces  apply  equally  to  the  i  which  are  now  actually  fighting  in  South 
soldiers  and  the  sailors,  and  1  hope  my  Africa,  I  think  it  is  a  great  grievance  that 
right  hon.  friend  will  consider  how  he  i  they  should  be  deprived  of  their  votes, 
can  meet  the  point.  i  We  are    not  asking  you  to  enfranchise 

j  them,  but  we  are  simply  asking  you  not 
to  allow  their  votes  to  be  taken  awav  be- 
♦Serjeant  HEMPHILL  (Tyrone,  N.) :  |  cause  of  their  absence  in  South  Africa. 
It  occurs  to  me  that  under  this  Bill  there  I  It  is  all  very  well  to  sit  comfortably  before 
lurks  a  very  considerable  change  in  our  j  a  majority  of  4,000  or  5,000  votes,  but  if 
representative  system.  For  my  part  I '  you  sit  upon  the  narrow  led^e  of  a 
quite  agree  that  the  Yeomanry,  Militia,  \  majority  of  forty-three  you  have  to 
and  Volunteer  forces  sent  out  should  not  i  account  for  every  single  vote,  and  every 
be  placed  at  a  disadvantage,  but  I  think  |  vote  is  a  matter  of  vital  consequence, 
that  end  would  be  gained  without  dis- 1 

turbing  the  electoral  system  by  making  '  The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  (Sir 
this  a  temporary  Act,  and  the  proper  Richard  Webster,  Isle  of  Wight) :  I 
course  would  be  to  say  that  this  Bill  need  scarcely  say  that  it  seems  to  us  that 
shall  only  continue  in  force  to  the  end  |  it  would  be  aeparting  from  the  one  motive 
of  April  next  year,  and  by  that  time  |  which  prompted  us  in  brining  forward 
the  war  will  be  over  and  the  necessity  for  this  mcasiure  if  we  give  tne  extension 
such  a  structural  change  will  have  ceased  i  which  hon.  Members  are  asking  for.  The 
to  exist.  I  am  altogether  against  the  |  principle  of  this  Bill  is  that  we  should  not 
Amendment  of  the  hon.  and  gallant  i  disqualify  persons  who  are  now  upon  the 
Member  opposite,  because  undoubtedly  it ;  register  by  reason  of  their  voluntary 
would  change  the  whole  system  if  we  absence  when  they  volunteer  for  service 
were  to  extend  to  all  military  men  the  for  the  purposes  of  this  war.  I  may  say 
privilege  of  being  qualified  as  long  as  they  that  we  had  originally  considered  the 
were  absent  on  service.  The  Act  of  1891  question  of  making  it  a  temporary 
was  a  very  considerate  Act,  and  met  the  measure,  and  we  should  have  no 
case  so  far  as  was  necessary  for  the  >  objection  to  considering  that  matter 
general  purposes  of  justice.  It  was  not !  in  Committee  if  it  is  thought  de- 
confined  to  soldiers  or  military  men,  |  sirable  to  limit  the  Bill  to  some 
sailors,  or  marines,  for  whom  the  hon.  j  period  which  is  certain  of  covering 
Member  opposite  always  speaks  so '  the  present  war.  I  will  give  a  few 
eloquently.  It  contained  a  general '  reasons  to  the  House  why  we  cannot 
clause  which  provided  that  absence  extend  the  Bill.  If  we  were  to  do  that 
on  service  should  not  be  a  dis-  it  would  be  opening  a  very  large  question, 
qualification.  I  do  not  think  at  this  We  have  had  an  appeal  for  the  Army, 
particular  emergency  this  House  is  i  The  same  sort  of  appeal  might  be  made 
going  to  alter  and  undo  what  was  re-  { for  those  in  our  merchant  ships,  and  for 
solved  upon  when  that  Act  was  passed,  the  seamen  who  happen  to  be  engaged  on 
The  sole  object  of  the  Government  is  to  our  transports.  I  would  point  out  that 
remedy  an  injustice  to  those  now  serving  {  all  these  persons  are  engaged  under  cir- 
in  South  Africa,  and  that  is  an  emergency  I  cumstances  which  will,  in  the  ordinary" 
not  likely  to  occur  again  for  another  course  of  their  duty,  take  them  away  from 
quarter  or  half  a  century.  I  trust  that  if  I  the  United  Kingdom  for  a  period  longer 
this  Bill  does    pass  it  will    be    limited    than  the  qualifying  period.     It  does  not 


in  the  way  I  suggest,  and  will  only  be  a 
temporary  measure  which  will  cease   to 


seem  to  us  that  we   ought   to  establish 
for   the  piuposes    of  this  Bill  the  prin- 


exist  at  the  close  of  next  year.     For  these  j  ciple  that  when  you  become  a  member  of 
reasons  I  feel  inclirted  to  vote  for  the  j  a  profession  requiring  your  absence  over 

Mr.  Gibson  Bowles. 
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the  qualifying  period  you  should  still  be 
enabled  to  keep  your  vote.     This  Bill  is 
brought  in  to  meet  a  state  of  facts  which 
exists;.  t(Hiay — namely,   that    a  number 
of  persons  have  volunteered  to  go  out  to 
South  Africa,  and  to  those  we  desire  to 
limit  this  Bill.     Much  as  we  sympathise 
with  the  others,  it  is  not  possible  for  us 
to   extend   the   Bill;    I    doubt    whether 
it     could    be     extended,      but     if      it 
could    we    do    not    see     our    way     to 
do     it.       A    mere    extension     of   eight 
months  or  four  months  would  not  at  all 
meet  the  case.     The  matter  we  are  deal- 
ing with  is  the  Volunteers  for  this  war. 
[An   Hon.  Member:    Are  the  Reserves 
Volunteers  1  ]    They  are  considered  to  l>e 
Volunteers,   for  mider  ordinary    circum- 
stances those  Reserves  would  not  have 
been  away  from  their  homes  at  all.     I 
will  deal  with  the  point  raised  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  Kings  Lynn.      We  do  not 
intend   this  Bill  to  be  a  qualifying   Bill, 
putting  persons  upon  the  register  who  are 
not  already  there.     We  are  dealing  with 
persons  who  are  already  on  the  register, 
and  who  would  be  liable  to  be  struck  off 
for  being  away  more  than  four  months. 
They    already    possess    the    residential 
qualification,  and  we  provide  that  their 
absence  on  service  shall  be  no  disquali- 
fication. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  On  whom  is  the 
burden  of  proof  1 

Sir  RICHARD  WEBSTER  :  My  hon. 
and  learned  friend  is  aware  that  we  con- 
stantly have  objections  raised  to  a  par- 
ticular voter  on  the  ground  that  he  has 
been  away  more  than  four  months.  The 
man  whose  vote  is  challenged  has  to 
appear  before  the  revising  barrister  and 
prove  his  claim,  and  if  the  man  is  away  in 
South  Africa,  that  fact  will  be  easily 
proved  before  the  revising  barrister.  I 
hope  we  have  made  our  meaning  clear, 
and  I  will  consider  the  suggestions  which 
have  been  made  in  the  Committee  stage. 

Mr.  McKENNA  (Monmouthshire,  N.) : 
said  that  the  great  principle  laid 
down  by  the  Attorney  General  was  not 
carried  out  by  the  Bill — that  a  man 
qualified  one  year  would  not  necessarily 
be  qualified  the  next.  If  he  had  been 
away  the  whole  year,  to  retain  his  qualifi- 
cation he  would  have  to  have  retained  his 
lodging.  He  was  of  opinion  that  the 
Bill  would  be  of  scarcely  any  advantage 
to  V^unteers.  As  it  now  stood,  the  Bill 
was  a  rich  man's  Bill  piu*e  and  simple. 


Mr.  ASQUITH  (Fife,  E.)  agreed  that 
the  Bill  was  of  a  very  limited  scope.  It 
was  intended  to  apply  only  to  those  who 
were  already  on  the  re^ster  at  the 
be^nning  of  the  qualifymg  year,  and 
only  to  such  of  those  persons  who  con- 
tinued in  occupation  of  the  premises 
which  formed  the  subject  matter  of  the 
vote.  The  Bill  simply  removed  in  the 
case  of  persons  who  had  that  continued 
occupancy  what  would  otherwise  be  a 
disqualification  by  reason  of  their 
personal  absence  from  the  place  of 
occupation. 

Sir    RICHARD    WEBSTER  :    The 
families  continue  in  occupation. 

Mr.  ASQUITH  said  that  might  be  so, 
but  inasmuch  as  there  must  be  continued 
occupancy  of  the  voter  under  the  existing 
law,  that  would  be  ineffective  without 
this  Bill.  He  hoped  the  Grovernment 
would  adhere  to  the  other  principle  of 
the  Bill — namely,  that  it  should  be  con- 
fined to  those  persons  now  serving  in 
South  Africa  whose  service  was  not  one 
of  the  normal  conditions  of  their  employ- 
ment. Unless  the  Bill  were  limited  in 
this  way,  it  would,  he  thought,  be  a 
most  revolutionary  departure  in  their 
electoral  law. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  said  he  quite 
saw  the  great  force  of  what  the  Attor- 
ney General  had  said  with  regard  to 
the  Regular  forces ;  but  could  not  a  com- 
promise be  made  whereby,  when  soldiers 
were  sent  beyond  the  seas,  their  franchise 
should  be  preserved  1  That  was  a  reason- 
able compromise,  and  afforded  a  great 
safe^guard  to  what  he  hoped  would  be  a 
temporary  measure. 

♦Sir  M.  white  RIDLEY  said  that  this 
would  be  a  temporary  measure.  The 
suggestion  put  forward,  however,  was  one 
which  was  deserving  of  consideration  in 
the  future  if  such  a  measure  was  made 

Sermanent ;  but  the  Government  having 
etermined  to  make  this  a  temporary 
measure,  the  suggestion  of  the  hon. 
Member  hardly  arose  at  present. 

♦General  LAURIE,  after  expressing 
the  hope  that  the  Government  might  see 
their  way  to  make  some  modification  in 
the  BUI  which  would  prevent  any  bitter 
feeling  arising  among  different  portions  of 
their  forces,  asked  leave  to  withdraw  the 
Amendment. 


Main  Question  put,  and  agreed  to; 
Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  committed 
for  Monday  next. 
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Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn.  I  beyond  a  basin  of  tea  and  again  bread, 

*\€      TiAr>i;'T?r>  cuiCTrnTj  /t         i   i.-      i  which   was   their  tea  or  supper.     There 
♦Mr.  PARKER  SMITH  (Lanarkshu-e,  I  ^^^^  ^^  ^^^^^^^  complaints,  he  believed. 
Particle)  speaking  on  the  general   ques- ,  ^^^^^^  ^l^i^  ^^^^  of  victuaUing,  but  he 
tion,  said  he  did  not  think  the  Bill  was    ^^  ^^  ^^^^^  ^^^  insufficient  both 

of  such  a  narrow  scope  as  had  been  sug-  ^^i^  breakfast  and  the  supper  were  for  the 
gested  by  several  hon.  Members.  jTn  ^^^^3^^^.^  ^j  ^1^^  ^^  ''^^  ^1,1^^.  ^^^ 
Glasgow  alone  there  were  oyer  2,000  I  ^^^^  y^^  ^^^  ^^en  they  might  have 
families  of  soldiers  who  were  being  cared  '  ^^^  ^  j  j^^  ^^e  matter,  Specially 
for  by  the  Soldiers  and  bailors  Families  I  ^  ^^^^  ^|^^  ^^^  themselves,  and  see  if 
Association,  and  of  whom  a  large  propor- ,  i^^^ter  provision  might  be  made  in  Iwth 
tion,  at  a  guess  a  half ,  would  come  within  ^^^^^  ^^jg  jj^^j.^  ^i^A  been  no  inquiry 
the  scope  of  the  Bill.  |  j^^^    ^j^^     ^^^^^^    ^^^    something    like 

twenty-five  years,    and    even    then    the 

witnesses   examined  were   not   the   men 

who  really  suffered,  but  men  serving  in 

I  harbour  ships,  who  had  many  opportuni- 

SITPPI Y  ^^^  ^^  obtaining  for  themselves  provisions 

I  not   supplied  by  the   Grovernment.      He 
Considered  in  Committee.  |  hoped  the   First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty 

(In  the  Committee.)  |  ^^^^  ^Z  ^''  TV ^  the  appointment  of 

^  '  'a    Departmental   Committee   to    inquire 

[  Mr.  Grant  Lawson  (Yorkshire,  N.R.,  I  into  the  subject,  with  instructions   not 

Thirsk)  in  the  chair.]  I  only  to  examine  the  matter  thoroughly, 

^T         ^  ,-^^  ,^^,  1  but  to  find  out  the  opinions  of  the  blue- 

Navy  Estimates,  1900-1901.  I  j^^^^^^  themselves,  the  food  given  boing 

1.    Motion  made,   and   Question  nro-  !  obviously  a  very  limited  allowance, 
posed,    "That    a     sum,   not    exceeainc  '    ♦ri. ««,.,*,  t>utt  t  or^-rviicj   /r\  i.* 

£1.715,300,  be  granted  io  Her  Majesty,  I  *<^*"*'^  ^^^^'rif^P^  (Devonshire, 
-M  defmy  ihe  Ixpenses  of    Victualling  \  Torquay)  supported  the  appeal  of    h« 

and  Clothing  for  t£e  Navy,  including  th!  '  ^Z  *°W?"*/r*"i       .  Tr         .T" 
4.      £     \T-4^     II •       T?  4.  ui:  k    «  *       4.    certain  that  if  a  Departmental  Committee 
cost    of     Victualling   Establishments    at  •  i.  j      j     -j        ^  i  *     i 

Tj  jAu      ju-k      -11  were  appointed  and  evidence  taken,  not  only 

Home  and   Abroad,  which  will  come  in    ^        Jl    ki     •    i    *       a  ^    -         ^    - 

t  i.  J     •      i.k  J-        from  the  bluejackets  and  liiannes  serving 

course  of  payment  dunng  the  vear  endine; ,  .    ^u    t?i    4.  u  ..    i       e  •  r  *.    • 

.,     oi^  J        r  \f      k   lOAi  w  °    m  the  Fleet,  but  also  from  specialists  m 

on  the  31st  day  of  March,  1901.  ^^^  preparation    of  articles  of    diet,    it 

♦Commander    BETHELL    (Yorkshire'    would  result  in  greatly   improving    the 
E.R,,  Holderness)  said  that,  although  the  i  condition  of  our  bluejackets  and  marines 
quality  of  the  provisions  supplied  to  the  '  without  any  greatly  increased  cost  to  the 
men  in   the  Navy  had  improved   enor- ,  nation, 
mouslv  during  recent  years,  the  quantity  ,      j^,^    ARTHUR  MORTON  (Deptford) 

'.  T^r'^.^^TI         '*"'''  *"  !  «aid  that  he  desired  to  reduce  the  Vote  by 

It  was,  he  beheved,  thirty-five  years  ago.    ^^^  „„^^^  s„KV,a.^  P  ^ 

He  knew  from  expenence  that  the  meals 


of  the  bluejackets  were  really  scarcely 
sufficient  to  support  them  when  they  had 


Mr.    KEARLEY   (Devonport)    on    a 
point  of  order  asked  whether  it  would 


extra  hard  work  to  undertake.     He  was  ,  not   be  more  convenient  to   finish    the 
thinking  principally  of  breakfast.     It  was  i  question  of  victualling  the  ships  Injfore 
a  very  common  thing  in  the  service  for  i  proceeding  further, 
the  men  to  have  breakfast  as  early  as  half       m„„   r»tJATL>\f  axt      t   ^.k-  i         k 
past  five.     This  meal  consisted  of  a  basin  : .,  Thk  CHAIRMAN :    I  think  perhaps 
^  cocoa    and   some   biscuits  or   bread,  i ''  *°"^^  ^  °'°"'  convenient. 
Then    they — not    regularly,    but    some- '      Mr.  KEARLEY  said    there   was    no 
times-^went    through    excessively    hard  i  doubt  a  great  deal  of  discontent,  which 
work,  which   only  terminated  at  dinner   could  not  easily  make  itself  heard  owin^ 
time  at  noon.     He  did  not  think  there    to  the  service  regulations,  with  the  food 
was  much   fault  to   be  found  with  the   served   out  to  the    marines    and    blue- 
dinner,  but  after  that  meal,  although  they   jackets.     That  was  not  to  be  wondered 
had  to  go  through  another  long  spell  of  '  at   considering  the   fact   that  there  had 
very    hard    labour,    they     had    nothing  1  been  no  alteration  in  the  last  twenty-five 
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years,  and  that  during  that  time  the  tious,  but  which  are  more  tasty  than 
improvement  in  the  food  of  the  people  other  provisions  with  which  they  might 
had  been  marvellous,  and  directly  any-  supply  themselves.  The  hon.  Member 
one  joined  the  Navy  he  found  himself  says  that  committees  are  not  to  be 
debcured  from  the  food  to  which  he  was  trusted,  but  I  should  doubt  very  much 
used.  For  breakfast,  at  6.30  a.m.,  the  whether  it  would  be  wise,  as  at  present 
man  got  a  pint  of  tea  or  cocoa  and  dry  advised,  to  touch  the  system  under  which 
bread  or  biscuit,  with  nothing  to  help  it  the  men  themselves  manage  their  canteens, 
down  in  the  shape  of  butter  or  jam.  But  I  can  assure  the  Committee  that  the 
Dinner  was  at  12  o'clock  noon,  and  canteens  have  improved  in  quality  very 
supper  at  4  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  after  i  much.  Some  of  the  larger  contractors 
which  there  was  nothing  in  the  shape  of  have  been  taking  the  matter  up,  and  they 
a  meal — ^unless  an  optional  issue  of  half  are  now  supplying  provisions  of  a  better 
a  pint  of  cocoa  at  the  will  of  the  cap-  quality  and  at  a  better  price  than  was  the 
tain — until  6.30  next  morning.  The  hours  case  before.  Of  course,  any  abuses  that 
were  as  much  out  of  joint  as  the  food  are  discovered  ought  to  be  most  severely 
arrangements  were  antiquated.  The  re-  punished,  but  it  is  evident  that  the  blame, 
suit  (M  insufficient  food  was  that  the  men  if  any,  rests  with  the  men  or  with  the 
were  constantly  going  to  the  canteen.  '  system,  and  not  with  the  Admiralty,  who 
Thousands  of  pounds  were  spent  every  allow  the  men  in  this  respect  very  full 
year  in  the  canteens.  He  asked  the  First  I  liberty.  All  who  know  the  character  of 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  if  he  would  grant  the  bluejacket  are  aware  that  there  is  one 
a  Return  of  the  money  spent  in  the  '  point  which  it  is  very  delicate  to  touch, 
canteens  of  the  various  ships.  He  was  and  that  is  the  question  of  food  and 
informed  that  there  was  underhand  deal-  savings.  The  Committee  will  see  that 
ing  in  the  management  of  the  canteens,  my  attention  has  been  called  to  this 
and  that  the  sailor  was  being  exploited  I  matter,  and  I  need  not  say  that 
and  fleeced  so  that  profits  might  be  made  '  I  will  give  it  my  best  consider- 
for  the  canteen.  And  even  if  that  was  ation.  The  hon.  Member  for  Tor- 
not  so,  the  canteens  could  not  buy  to  quay  drew  attention  to  the  fact  that 
advantage,  in  the  first  place  owing  to  the  proportion  of  bread  and  meat  was 
want  of  knowledge,  and,  in  the  next,  to  unsatisfactory.  I  am  aware  of  it,  and  it 
having  to  buy  in  small  quantities.  He  is  a  matter  for  consideration  whether  the 
syggested  that  the  Admiralty  itself  ought  ■  rations  should  not  be  considered  from  the 
to  be  as  far  as  possible  the  wholesale  dis-  point  of  view  of  their  relative  quantities, 
tributors  to  the  canteens.  It  is,  however,  a  matter  extremely  delicate 

to  touch.  The  hon.  Member  asked  for  a 
The  first  LORD  of  the  ADM  I-  Parliamentary  Committee,  but  I  should 
RALTY  (Mr.  Goschen,  St.  George's, ,  certainly  advise  against  a  Parliamentary 
Hanover  Square) :  I  am  bound  to  say  that  Committee  to  consider  the  question  of 
notwithstanding  the  points  put  forward  i  food  in  the  Navy.  It  would  be  a  most 
the  physique  of  the  Navy  does  not  show  i  dangerous  tribunal  to  deal  with  the  ques- 
tbat  the  food  is  insufficient.  The  system  I  tion.  I  would  remind  the  Committee 
of  canteens,  however,  is  a  matter  which  '  that  at  the  Admiralty  there  are  a  number 
has  given  me  much  anxiety.  The  system  of  captains  fresh  from  sea  who  help  to 
is  connected  with  that  of  savings,  which  deal  with  these  questions,  and  who  are 
is  a  cherished  system  with  the  bluejackets,  familiar  with  the  whole  system,  and 
The  bluejackets  cling  to  their  system,  and  take  a  great  interest  in  it.  Hon. 
if  the  Admiralty  were  to  touch  it  they  Members  must  not,  therefore,  think 
would  create  the  greatest  discontent.  A  that  these  questions  are  not  dealt 
Return  is  asked  for  as  to  the  amount  *  with  until  attention  is  called  to 
spent  in  the  canteens.  The  Return  would  them  in  Parliament.  We  have  them  con- 
give  quite  an  insufficient  idea  unless  accom-  stantly  under  consideration,  but  the 
panied  by  information  showing  how  much  :  subject  is  a  very  difficult  one.  I  do  not 
of  the  money  spent  in  the  canteens  really  :  wish  to  promise  a  Departmental  Com- 
came  from  the  savings  of  the  men.  The  '  mittee,  Iwit  I  will  be  very  glad  to  promise 
sayings  of  the  men  in  lieu  of  provisions  that  the  matter  shall  be  considered  by 
amount  to  as  much  as  £450,000  a  year,  my  naval  colleagues  and  myself.  As 
There  are  objections  to  that  system  be-  regards  the  question  of  hours,  it  i^  very 
cause  the  men  supply  themselves  with  difficult  to  change  them  from  the  point  of 
provisions  not  necessarily  the  most  nutri-  *  view  of  altering  the  working  of  the  ship 
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There  is,  I  believe,  a  "  stand  by  "  about  |  evening.     Then  as  to  canteens,  they  have 


nine  o'clock,  when  the  men  provide  them 
selves  with  a  certain  amount  of  food,  not 
out  of  their  own  pockets.  There  is  a  great 
deal  of  latitude  given  to  bluejackets  in 
this  matter.    I  will  undertake  to  discuss  it 


been  a  great  success.  There  may  be  a 
little  scandal  here  and  there,  but  they  are 
very  well  managed  on  the  whole  by  com- 
mittees of  the  lower  deck,  which  are 
supervised  by  the  officers  or  a  committee 


with  ray  more  experienced  advisers,  and  j  of  officers.  The  canteens  are  a  great 
I  Avill  not  hesitate  to  place  any  further  accommodation  to  the  men,  and  I  would 
proposals  before  the  House  of  Commons  I  urge  that  some  of  the  necessary  articles 
if  they  are  found  necessary  for  the  health  ,  sold  in  them  should  be  provided  by  the 
and  comfort  of  the  bluejackets.  \  Admiralty  at  cost  price.    My  main  points 

A  ^.  tiTi:>T  Tx  /o  t^    xi-  \   \  are    that   milk   should    be    supplied    to 

Admiral  FIELD  (Sussex,  Eastboiirne):  ^ur  boys' training  ships,  and  to  all  ships 
I  will  not,  of  course,  oppose  my  right  hon  .^  YifJ>onr,  and  porridge  should  be  pro- 
fnend  m  camnng  out  any  of  his  kind  ^jjed  for  breakfast,  and  lilbs.  of  meat 
intentions      He  said  a  great  deal  about  ^^^  ^^^^^  ^  ^^^^  |^il 

savings,  and  no  naval  man  questions  the    '^ 

statement  that  savings  ought  not  to  be       Commander  BETHELL  :  I  am  obliged 
interfered  with  at  all.     But  we  are  not    to  my  right  hon.  friend  for  having  pro- 
in  agreement  >\'ith  my  right  hon.  friend    mised  that  very  close  attention  yhW  be 
that  the  scale  of  rations  does  not  require    given  to  the  general  question  of  rations, 
revision.     Would    it  surprise   my   right  j  The  men  no  doubt  get  enough  to  eat, 
hon.  friend  to  know  that  the  Boers  get    partly    from    the    system     of     savings, 
Hlb.  of  meat  per  day,  and  that  is  the    although  that  has  to  be  supplemented  by 
reason  why  they  fight  so  well  ?  Of  course,  ,  their  own  money.     I  think  everyone  who 
savings  are  a  great  privilege  and  advan-    takes  an  interest  in  the  Navy  ought  to 
tage  to  the  men,  but  what  we  should  look    be  able  to  take  up  the  official  record  of 
to  is  the  main  supply  of  bread  and  meat.  .  what  a  ship's  crew  are  allowed,  and  feel 
To  place  our  men  in  good  fighting  con-    that   we — the  people — are  giving  them 
dition  l^lb.  of  meat  per  day  ought  to  be  j  sufficient  to  eat  without  having  to  supple- 
the  minimum  allowed  to  every  Wuejacket   ment  their  food  out  of  their  own  money, 
and  marine.     I  think  more  might  be  done  1 1   take  this  opportunity  of  asking  my 
to  improve  the  system  of  rations.     Why  ,  right  hon.   friend  whether  he  will  give 
should  not  porridge  be  allowed   on  the  ;  further  consideration   to  the  suggestion 
lower  deck  ?     It  is  very  easy  to  carry  and    that  all  provisions  not  issued  because  bf 
very  easy   to  cook,  and  is  very  popular    imprisonment  or  other  reasons  should  l)e 
with    a    great    many    men.      The  hon.    handed  over  to  a  benevolent  fund  con- 
Member  for  Devonport  urged  that  butter  '  nected  with  the  Navy.     That  would  he 
should  be  carried,  but  that  is  not  possible  |  an  advantage. 

except  on  home  stations.  There  is  one  .  _,  t^^t^-^t  T»ATrT^r»  /t*  _^  ^i^v  r 
mtion  which  we  do  not  supply.  We  do  !  Sir  JOHN  BAKER  (Portemoutb) :  I 
not  supply  milk,  not  even  to  our  boys'  am  sure  the  statement  of  the  First  Lord 
traininrships.  That  is  very  wrong.  The  ,  o^  '^e  Admiralty  will  be  received  with 
boys,  fiy  some  wonderful  economy,  get '  great  satisfaction  on  the  lower  deck  I  do 
milk  at  their  own  cost,  but  a  boy's  pay  is  i  not  t»""k  however,  the  Committee  is 
very  small,  and  there  ought  not  to  bVany  a^^'-e  o/  the  large  ainount  the  men  pey 
deductions  from  it.  I  aik  any  father  if ;  to  supplement  their  food.  It  "  said  that 
he  would  like  his  children  to  be  deprived  a  bluejacket  has  to  W  Jrom  2^  6d.  to 
of  milk.  I  have  been  asked  by  a  clergy- ,  *«•  a  week  to  get  fresh  food.  The  .Fiwt 
man's  lady  who  takes  a  great  interest  in  I  ^^  ^^  promised  to  inquireinto  the 
this  question  to  bring  itl>efore  the  Com-  ■  matter,  and  I  am  sure  that  abject  of  the 
mittec.  I  think  also  that  ships  in  harbour  ,  q"«t'«n  "^""^  "«*  ^  overlooked, 
should  be  supplied  with  milk.  As  to  the  ■  j^Ir.  GIBSON  BOWLES  (Lynn  Regis) : 
hours  of  meals,  that  is  a  matter  that  must  j  ^.jg^  ^  j^fer  to  the  question  of  sailors' 
be  left  to  the  captain  of  the  ship.  kjtg.     The  kit  costs  about  JB12  all  told, 

Mr.    KEARLEY  :    I   want  one  meal    and  I  beUeve  it  wUI  be  found  that  it  con- 

1  »     •    ..u       „  ;.,-  tains  a  number  of  entirely  unnecessary 

given  later  in  the  evemng.  ^^.^,^^   ^^^^  ^  ^,^^    ^^^^^   ^.^^ 

Admikal  field  :  I  quite  agree  that  |  never  look  well.     A  great  many  of  these 
there  should   be  an   extra  meal   in  the   articles  are  compulsory;  I  am  speaking 

Mr,  Goscliev 
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on  professional  advice ;  on  the  other  hand,  •  the  arrangement  was  to  last  for  ten  years, 


a  number  of  articles,  such  as  oilskins,  are 


unless  terminated  by  two  years  notice. 


not   compulsory.      I   should   think  that    I  would  ask  the  right  hoii.  Grentleman  if 
of  all  things  which  a  sailor  needs  on  deck  i  the  arrangement    has    terminated,  or  if 
oilskins  are  the  most  important ;  never- 1  notice  to  terminate  has  been  given.     If 
theless  they  are  not  compulsor}'.     \Vith  I  the  right  hon.  Gentlemen  would  prefer  to 
regard  to  the  question  of  the  constant   make  a  statement  on  some  other   Vote 
worry  to  which  both  officers  and  men  are    I  will  postpone  the  question, 
subjected  by  the  absurd  regulations  re- 
garding exact  dimensions,   which    force  I      Mr.  GOSCHEN  :  I  would  prefer  that 
officers  to  walk  about  with  tape  measures  |  it  should  be  postponed, 
in  their  pockets,  I  would  remind  the  Com-  \  x.r^xTT^r     /m  lx      xr 

mittee  that  every  man  is  not  subject  to  ^^^-  ^I^NDL  (Flymouth) :  My  ex- 
the  same  set  of  conditions,  which  makes  .  P^rience  is  that  the  average  bluejacket 
it  impossible  to  comply  with  the  regula- '  ^^^  "^^  complain  of  being  underfed,  ])ut 
tions.     The  other  day  a  training  ship  was  i  ^^^^^  ^^  *  g^^at  deal  of  complaint  al>out 


day  a  training  ship 
supplied  with  thousands  of  caps  furnished 
by  contractors  to  the  Admiralty,  which 


the  want  oT  variety  in  the  rations.     It  is  a 
case  of  dry  bread  or  dry  biscuits  and  salt 

on  measurement  were  found  to ''be  one- '  i""^' *"^  ^^®^^  ^^  "^  YeQ»on  why  some 
eighth  of  an  inch  too  small  across  the  top.  '  variety  should  not  1>e  introduced,  such  as 
The  result  was  that  the  men  had  to  buy  I  ^^^^^^  ^^  ^^^^  "^^^^^  ^'^^^^  °^^«  *^  ^^^^^ 
new  caps.  I  hope  my  right  hon.  friend  1  1^^„  «^  »  regulation  diet.  That  would 
does  not  question  the  facts,  or  that  if  he  ;  ^®***y  ^  ^^^^  acceptable  than  an  mcrease 
does  he  will  give  me  an  opportunity  of  '  *^  ^**®  amount  of  meat, 
privately  informing  hiin  of  the  name  of  i  Commander  YOUNG  (Berkshire, 
the  ship  I  can  assure  him  that  the  men  J  Wokingham) :  I  am  very  glad  indeed 
are  constantly  remedying  small  different  this    question   of  rations  is  to  be 

m  their  clothing.  The  Admiralty  standard  ,  ^l^^hly  gone  into.  My  right  hon. 
it^lf  is  not  uniform;  there  are  two  or  three  f^end  mentioned  that  the  physique  of  the 
difTerent  patterns.  On  Whale  Island  a  |  ^avy  was  all  that  could  be  desired.  With 
man  is  expected  to  wear  his  badge  near  j  ^y^^  i  ^^^  ^  ^^^  I  i^^lieve  that  a 
the  top  of  his  shoulder ;  when  he  ^oes  i  ^^  ^eal  of  that  physique  is  kept  up 
aboard  ship  it  must  be  worn  lower.  Only  i  ^^^  ^f  ^he  men's  pockets.  I  hope  that 
one  standard  should  he  kept,  or  else  aU  |  ^^^  j  ^j  ,^^1  ^^^  pj^^,  and  that  the 
standards  should  coincide  with  each  other  .  Admiralty  wiU  come  to  the  conclusion  to 
and  no  departm-e  from  the  standard  |  ^^^  our  bluejackets  and  marines  suffi- 
should  be  allowed  on  the  part  of  officers,  j  ^j^^^  food,  and  so  avoid  taxing  the  men's 
or  if  allowed  we  must  m  much  less  I  j^y 
severe  with  the  men.  That  is  the  remedy. ' 

I  would  discourage  all  these  tape  measure-  |  *Mr.  ARTHUR  MORTON :  I  bee  to 
ments,  which  do  not  add  to  the  smartness  |  move  the  reduction  by  XI 00  of  the  Vote 
of  the  men,  and  which  worry  the  officers.  I  in  respect  of  the  payment  given  to  hired 
I  hope  the  question  of  the  kit  will  be  I  labourers  in  the  Royal  Victoria  Victualling 
considered,  and  also  whether  such  articles  ;  Yard,  Deptford.  I  have  had  the  honour 
as  oilskins  should  not  be  made  com- 1  of  bringing  this  question  forward  on  two 
pulsory.  '  previous  occasions,   but  without  success, 

I  though  I  hope  for  better  fortune  now. 
Mr.    EDMUND  ROBERTSON  (Dun- 1  The    matter    is    really    one    of    simple 
dee) :    There    is    one  matter  connected  ;  justice.     There  are  three  great  Govern- 


with   the   Vote  which  I   should  like   to 


ment  establishments  in  the  Metropolitan 


submit  to  the  First  L#ord  of  the  Admiralty.  District — the  clothing  factory  at  Pimlico, 
In  the  list  of  appropriations-in-aid,  there  the  Woolwich  Arsenal,  and  the  Deptford 
is  an  item,  "  Proportion  of  contribution  Victualling  Yard — at  which  labourers  are 
made  by  Australian  colonies  for  appoint- ,  employed.  These  labourers  all  perform 
ing  and  maintaining  an  additional  force  !  the  same  duties,  and  live  under  the  same 
in  Australian  waters,  X9,600.''  This  is  conditions  as  regards  house-rent  and  other 
part  of  an  annuity  of  X130,000  which  the  expenses.  In  1897  an  increase  of  Is.  a 
Australian    colonies   make   to  the    Ad-    week  was  given  by  the  War  Office  to  the 


miralty  for  the  protection  of  commerce 
in  Australian  waters.  It  was  embodied 
in  the  Naval  Defence  Act  of  1888,  and 


labourers  in  the  Pimlico  Clothing  Factory 
and  at  Woolwich  Arsenal  In  1898  a 
similar  grant  was  made  by  the  Admiralty 
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to  the  labourers  employed  by  it  in  the 
Artenal  at  Woolwich,  and  I  trust  that  on 
the  present  occasion  the  demand  for  a 
similar  act  of  justice  for  the  labourers  in 
its  employ  at  the  Deptford  Victualling 
Yard  may  be  listened  to  by  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Admiralty.  I  am  not  going 
into  the  question  of  whether  the  wages 
are  sufficient,  but  I  simply  ask,  as  a  mere 
matter  of  justice,  that  the  labourers  in 
the  victualling  yard  should  be  paid  at 
the  same  rate  of  wages  as  the  labourers 
in  the  other  two  establishments  I  have 
mentioned.  The  First  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty  alluded  the  other  day,  in  sym- 
pathetic terms,  to  the  manner  in  which 
these  labourers  performed  the  increased 
duties  which  fell  upon  them  during  the 
pressure  caused  by  the  war,  and  I  feel 
quite  sure  that  their  modest  demand  for 
equality  with  their  brethren  at  Woolwich 
vnW  be  favourably  considered. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  Item  B  (Wages  of  Artificers)  be 
reduced  by  £100." — {Mr.  Arthm  Morton,) 

Captain  NORTON  (Newingbon,  W.) 
said  that  year  after  year  hon.  Members 
brought  this  case  before  the  Committee. 
They  invariably  pointed  out  that  the 
House  many  years  ago  passed  a  fair 
wages  clause,  and  since  then  Govern- 
ments, no  matter  what  party  was  in 
power,  invariably  pressed  their  contractors 
to  pay  their  men  the  current  rate  of 
wages  in  the  locality.  But  they  them- 
selves now  fell  short  of  doing  that  simple 
act  of  justice  to  their  own  men.  One 
argument  with  which  they  had  been  met 
was  thpt  the  men  were  not  in  every 
instance  able-bodied  workmen  or  that 
their  labour  was  of  the  lowest  class.  But 
in  this  particular  case  of  Deptford  there 
could  be  no  doubt  whatever  that  the 
men  did  precisely  the  same  work  as 
stevedores  and  dockers,  for  which  the 
latter  were  paid  at  the  rate  of  sixpence 
an  hour,  or  24s.  a  week.  Some  time  ago 
the  War  Office  advanced  the  wages  of  the 
men  in  their  employment  at  Woolwich, 
and  after  a  time  the  Admiralty  were 
driven  to  give  their  men  at  Woolwich 
the  same  rate  of  wage^,  because  the 
men  employed  by  the  t>Vo  Departments 
were  working  side  by  side.  He 
pleaded  with  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty  to  give  the  Deptford  labourers 
the  same  rate  of  wages  as  was  given  to 
the  labourers  at  VVoolwich  for  doing 
exactly   the  same  class  of  work.      The 

Mr.  Arthur  Morion, 


First  Lord  last  year  said  that  the  reason 
why  he  did  not  concede  the  addition  was 
that  the  extra  shilling  would  go  into  the 
pockets  of  the  sweating  landlords  of 
Deptford.  That  was  a  strange  reason 
why  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  should 
fail  to  do  what  was  common  justice. 

Mr.  GOSCHEN  said  he  did  not  give 
it  as  a  reason  but  stated  it  as  a  fact. 

Captain  NORTON  said  he  would  be 
glad  to  know  what  was  the  reason  then. 
He  failed  to  see  why  men  working  at 
Woolwich  should  be  paid  a  higher  rate  of 
wages  than  the  men  doing  exactly  the 
same  work  at  Deptford.  Qn  the  question 
of  rents  he  contended  that  it  would  be  a 
simple  matter  to  draw  up  a  scale  of  wages 
in  keeping  with  the  rents  of  workmen's 
houses  in  different  dockyards.  The 
demand  for  labour  at  Deptford  was 
always  fully  met,  but  he  would  point  out 
that  the  men  who  joined  at  Deptford 
made  a  convenience  of  the  yard  until  they 
could  pass  on  to  private  employment 
where  they  got  a  better  rate  of  wages. 
The  country  ought  to  have  the  eUtf.  of 
unskilled,  as  well  as  the  elite  of  skilled 
labour.  The  First  Lord  of  the  Admiraltv 
had  spoken  of  the  privileges  which  these 
men  obtained,  but  it  had  been  pointed 
out  that  these  privileges  could  be  got  for 
6d.  a  week  from  any  benefit  society.  He 
would  be  perfectly  satisfied  if  the  First 
Lord  would  give  the  men  24s.  a  week 
wages,  and  retain  6d.  a  week  for  the 
privileges  the  Government  desired  to 
confer  on  them.  These  men  were  said  to 
be  unskilled  labourers,  but  he  held  that 
they  were  practically  skilled  labourers  ; 
they  were  frequently  employed,  for  in- 
stance, in  cooperage  work.  He  admitted 
that  when  they  did  cooperage  work  they 
were  paid  28.  6d.  per  week  extra ;  but 
that  was  only  for  a  few  weeks  in  the  year, 
and  it  did  not  brings  the  men's  average 
wages  up  to  anything  like  the  current 
rate  in  the  locality.  The  question  of  the 
insufficient  food  of  the  sailors  had  been 
brought  up.  The  sailors  wore,  neverthe- 
less, fairly  well  fed  ;  but  how  could  these 
Deptford  labourers,  with  19s.  a  week, 
out  of  which  they  had  to  pay  9s.  or  10s, 
for  rent,  and  feed  their  wives  and  children, 
also  feed  themselves  well  ?  Vet  but  for 
these  men  the  Navy  would  starve,  for  they 
handled  all  the  stores,  and  did  all  the 
packing  and  embarkation  of  the  stores  for 
the    Navy.       They   had   been    recently 
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working  might  and  main  and  long  over- 
time, and. they  had  not  been  adequately 
paid  for  that  overtime,  although  he  be- 
lieved the  right  hon.  Gentleman  was 
going  to  make  some  concessions  in  regard 
to  the  overtime.  However,  overtime  had 
no  bearing  on  the  question  of  the  current 
rate  of  wa^es  to  which  the  men  were 
entitled.  He  trusted  that  the  hon. 
Grentieman  who  moved  the  Amendment 
would  go  to  a  division. 

Sir  JOHN  BAKER  said  there  were 
sufficient  reasons  this  year  why  there 
should  l)e  some  concessions  in  the  rate 
of  pay  to  labourers  in  the  dockyards, 
because  at  the  present  moment  labourers 
were  being  subjected  to  at  least  from  6d.  to 
Is.  per  week  increased  expenditure  in  con- 
sequence of  the  scheme  of  taxation  put 
before  the  House  by  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer. '  He  thought  the  Govern- 
ment ought  to  show  an  example  to  other 
employers  as  to  the  rate  of  wages  they 
pMiid.  The  Admiralty,  he  maintained,  was 
not  justified  in  employing  lal)ourer8  at 
less  than  20s.  per  week.  Could  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty  give  any  reason  for  the  Admi- 
ralty employing  men  at  193.  per  week  ? 
There  was  no  answer  to  that.  There  was 
another  fact.  In  very  large  towns  as  the 
population  increased  so  did  the  rents 
increase.  In  his  own  constituency  there 
were  from  30,000  to  40,000  houses,  and 
the  rents  of  these  during  the  last  year  or 
two  had  been  advanced  25  per  cent. 
Surely  the  Admiralty  should  give  con- 
sideration to  the  necessities  of  the  locali- 
ties in  which  these  workmen  were 
employed  on  that  account.  For  many 
years  he  had  been  a^tating  for  a  fair  rate 
of  wages  for  those  lalK)urers,  and  he  did 
not  see  how  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
could  jastify  a  refusau  of  their  just  due.  If 
the  riffht  hon.  Gentleman  would  concede 
this,  he  would  give  satisfaction  to  the 
men  and  do  his  duty  to  the  country. 

Mr.  GOSCHEN  said  that  the  speech  of 
the  hon.  Member  showed  the  width  of 
the  question  now  before  the  Committee.^ 
The  hon.  Members  spoke  for  Portsmouth 
and  Deptford.  The  hon.  Member  for 
Deptford  said  that,  as  a  mere  act  of 
justice,  the  labourers  there  should  be 
paid  the  same  wage  as  the  labourers  at 
Woolwich.  But  that  same  act  of  justice 
did  not  apply  when  they  came  to  Ports- 
mouthy  for  the  hon.  Gentleman  asked 
that  the  labourers  at  Portsmouth,  who 
were  paid   Is.  per  week  more  than  the 


labourers  at  Deptford,  should  get  more. 
Hon.  Gentlemen  brought  this  question  up 
year  after  year,  and  would  no  doubt 
continue  to  do  so  until  they  found  a  First 
Lord  of  the  Admiralty  who  would  con- 
sent to  their  demands.  There  were  only 
150  labourers  at  Deptford,  but  there  were 
thousands  of  dockyard  labourers  else- 
where, and  he  regretted  that  he  could  not 
consider  the  case  of  the  men  at  Deptford 
except  as  part  of  a  general  scheme.  It 
was  quite  clear  that  if  he  gave  way  and 
increased  the  wages  at  Deptford  they 
would  have  to  be  raised  all  over  the 
country.  The  question  was,  therefore^ 
not  a  local  one.  The  hon.  Member  for 
Newington  spoke  of  the  men  at  Deptford 
who  were  doing  cooperage  and  working 
overtime.  For  four  months  in  the  year 
the  men  who  did  cooperage  work  received 
2s.  6d.  a  week  extra. 

Captain  NORTON:  Only  a  very 
limited  number  of  them. 

Mr.  GOSCHEN  said  there  were  only 
150  men  altogether  at  Deptford,  and 
therefore  the  cost  of  conceding  the  extra 
wages  would  be  a  small  consideration,  and 
he  should  have  been  only  too  anxious  to- 
give  way  if  there  were  not  a  principle- 
involved.  He  could  not  discriminate 
further  in  regard  to  dockyard  labourers 
than  had  already  been  done.  As  to  the 
question  of  overtime,  the  men  had  worked 
excellently,  and  had  not  listened  to  the 
suggestion  that  they  should  put  pressure 
on  the  Admiralty  by  refusing  to  work. 
It  was  proposed  to  give  them  an  increase 
of  25  per  cent,  for  the  first  four  hours  of 
overtime,  and  an  increase  of  50  per  cent, 
when  the  overtime  extended  to  eight 
hours,  as  a  recognition  of  the  excellent 
way  in  which  they  had  done  their  work. 
He  was  sorry  he  could  not  go  further  and 
give  way  on  this  question. 

Sir  JOHN  BAKER  asked  if  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  was  not  prepared  to  give 
some  promise  that  the  minimum  rate 
of  wages  of  labourers  should  be  20s.  a 
week. 

Mr.  GOSCHEN  said  he  could  not  give 
a  promise  of  that  kind  at  this  time.  The 
labourers  in  all  the  dockyards,  and  not  in 
one  only,  would  have  to  be  dealt  with. 

*SiR  CHARLES    DILKE  (Gloucester- 
shire, Forest  of  Dean)  said  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  gave  them  his  annual  lecture ' 
on  taking  up  the  time  of  the  House  on 
this  small  question.     All  of  them  were 
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sincerely  sorry,  for  they  thought  that  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  took  a  wholly 
false  view  of  his  duties  in  respect  of  this 
matter  when  he  believed  that  he  could 
not  raise  the  wages  of  the  Deptford 
labourers  without  undertaking  to  raise 
them  throughout  the  country.  If  the 
raising  of  the  wages  of  labour  in  one  place 
involved  the  raising  of  wages  throughout 
the  country,  the  matter  might  be  a  very 
serious  one.  But  surely  that  was  not  the 
case.  The  War  Office  had  never  dealt 
with  the  question  in  that  way. 

Mr.  GOSCHEN  said  the  War  Office 
had  not  so  large  a  number  of  labourers  as 
the  Admiralty  had. 

♦Sir  CHARLES  DILKE  said  that  the 
War  Office  had  not  such  a  large  number, 
but  still  they  had  considerable  numbers 
scattered  over  the  country,  and  neither 
that  Department  nor  the  Post  Office 
dealt  with  the  matter  in  the  way  which 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  did.  In 
fact,  the  Post  Office  had  a  certain  minimum 
wage  which  they  wereashamedtogo  below. 
The  case  of  the  men  at  Devonport  and 
Deptford  was  the  hardest  in  the  whole 
field  of  Government  employment.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  said  that  a  rise  in 
wages  always  went  to  a  rising  rent,  but 
that  argument  struck  at  the  rc>ot  of  all 
rises  in  wages  in  any  part  of  the  country, 
and  therefore  ought  not  to  be  accepted. 
The  right  hon.  Gfeiitleman  ought  to  con- 
sider the  general  cost  of  living  in  different 
places  as  an  element  in  fixing  the  rate  of 
wages.  Some  hon.  Members  objected  to 
anything  like  uniformity  of  wages 
throughout  the  country,  but  that  prin- 
ciple was  not  accepted  by  the  Government 
itself  in  other  Departments.  Each  case 
should  be  considered  on  its  own  merits, 
and  the  Government  set  a  very  ill 
example  in  regard  to  the  remuneration  of 
their  labours  to  their  own  contractors. 
Although  they  greatly  regretted  to 
appear  in  any  way  to  hold  up  to  public 
odium  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  in 
regard  to  this  question,  hon.  Members 
not  connected  with  the  dockyard  con- 
stituencies were  in  duty  bound  to  show 
by  their  votes  that  on  the  merits  an 
overwhelming  case  had  been  made  out  for 
conceding  the  rise  in  labourers'  wages  at 
Devonport  and  Deptford. 

Mr.  STEADMAN  (Tower  Hamlets, 
^Stepney)  said  that  in  discussing  this 
.matter  it  was  not  a  question  of  attacking 

Sir  Charles  DUke-. 


the  First  liOrd  of  the  Admiralty  per- 
sonally, far  from  it ;  it  was  a  matter  of 
principle.  He  did  not  blame  the  hon. 
Member  for  Portsmouth  for  getting  up 
and  speaking  in  favour  of  the  labourei^ 
at  Portsmouth  Dockyard.  In  his  opinion 
there  was  room  for  improvement  in  the 
wages,  not  only  at  Portsmouth  and  Dept- 
ford, but  in  every  other  part  of  the  United 
Kingdom.  He  was  one  of  those  who 
recognised  that  the  competition  going  on 
in  the  present  day  was  detrimental  to  the 
interest  of  the  workers  of  the  country. 
He  believed  not  only  in  municipalising, 
but  in  nationalising  all  labour,  in  order 
that  workmen  should  not  suflfer  from  men 
competing  against  them,  and  that  the 
State,  which  was  a  non-competitive  body, 
should  be  the  only  employer.  He  had 
no  sympathy  with  agitation  to  induce 
men  in  Grovernment  employ  to  take 
advantage  of  present  difficulties,  but  he 
strongly  urged  that  20s.  a  week  was  not  a 
wage  which  in  London  would  enable  a 
workman  to  bring  up  a  family  decently, 
though,  driven  by  dire  necessity  and  keen 
competition  in  the  labour  market,  men 
might  be  found  to  accept  it.  If  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  thought  it  wa.s,  let  him 
try  it  himself.  In  the  East-end  of  London 
they  were  poor  enough,  yet  they  paid 
their  road-sweepers  25s.  He  felt  quite 
sure  that  but  for  the  restraint  of  party 
allegiance  many  Members  opposite  would 
support  the  Amendment  as  a  conscien- 
tious protest  against  what  was  little 
better  than  a  starvation  rate  of  payment. 

Mr.  SYDNEY  BUXTON  (Tower 
Hamlets,  Poplar)  said  no  Member  would 
desire  the  Government  to  pay  an  exorbi- 
tant rate  of  wages,  but  when  the  House 
of  Commons  declared  by  resolution  that 
Grovernment  contractors  should  pay  the 
local  current  rate,  certainly  it  was  implied 
that  the  Government  itself  was  equally 
bound  by  that  resolution,  and  successive 
Administrations  had  accepted  that  prin- 
ciple. When  contractors  near  Deptford 
were  carrving  out  a  Government  contract 
they  would  not  say  before  such  an  arbi- 
trator as  the  head  of  the  Labour  Depart- 
ment of  the  Board  of  Trade  that  20s.  a 
week  was  the  current  rate  for  unskilled 
labour.  At  the  time  of  the  great  dock 
strike  it  was  settled  that  the  minimum 
rate  should  be  6d.  an  hour,  and  that  indi- 
cated an  answer  to  the  question  of  the 
First  Lord,  What  is  the  current  rate  ?  It 
was  sometimes  urged  that  certain  privi- 
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leges  attached  to  Government  employ- 
ment, but  the  highest  estimate  of  their 
value  did  not  exceed  Is.  6d.  weekly. 
When  the  Gk>vemment  paid  20s.  a  week 
at  Deptford  they  were  not  pa3dng  the 
current  rate.  Jf  the  Grovernment  raised 
the  rate  in  London,  that  by  no  means 
committed  them  to  payment  of  the  same 
rate  elsewhere,  because  local  circumstances 
must  determine  the  question  locally. 

Mr.  TRITTON  (Lambeth,  Norwood) 
appealed  to  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admi- 
ralty to  reconsider  this  matter.  When 
the  matter  was  brought  forward  in  the 
pre^^ous  year  he  voted  for  the  motion, 
and  he  believed  that  if  the  First  Lord 
could  show  a  little  generosity  in  this 
matter  he  would  never  have  cause  to 
regret  it.  It  would  give  great  satisfaction 
to  many  supporters  of  the  Government, 
if  they  would  give  generous  treatment  to 
men  who  were  considered  to  be  under- 
paid. 

Mr.  (JOSGHEN  regretted  the  speeches 
he  had  listened  to  had  not  encouraged 
him  to  make  the  concession  asked  for. 


Mr.  EDMUND  ROBERTSON  said 
the  area  of  discussion  had  been  unfortu- 
nately enlarged  by  what  the  First  Lord 
of  the  Admiralty  had  just  said.  The 
question  was  merely  one  of  dockyard 
labourers'  wages  at  Deptford.  Nearly 
ten  years  had  elapsed  since  the  present 
rate  of  wages  was  fixed  by  the  Board  of 
Admiralty.  Since  then  many  things  had 
happened.  In  fixing  the  rate  of  wages 
they  adopted  the  principle  of  local  dis- 
crimination. A  shilling  extra  was  allowed 
at  Deptford,  because  rents  were  higher 
there  than  in  other  dockyard  towns.  If 
it  was  true  that  in  consequence  of  the 
allowance  rents  had  been  raised  in  Dept- 
ford and  the  landlords  had  benefited,  that 
was  a  serious  matter,  but  such  a  conten- 
tion would  have  to  be  proved,  and  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  could  not  have  com- 
mitted himself  to  that  statement  without 
inquiry.  It  was  never  intended  that 
they  should  reap  the  benefit,  and  it  was 
only  fair  that  the  inquiry  made  nearly 
ten  years  ago  into  the  conditions  of 
labour  should  be  renewed. 

*Mr.  ARTHUR  xMORTON  said  it  was  a 


They  had  rather  miluenced  him  in  the    ^^^^  ^f  ^^  j.  ^  him  to  find 

opposite  du-ection.  They  had  shown  him  |  himself  in  opposition  to  the  First  Lord  of 
the  danger  of  embarking  on  the  course  |  ^j^^  Admirilty,  but  this  was  a  claim 
which  the  Admiralty  was  invited  to  take  ^^^^^^  on  justice,  and  he  felt  bound  to 
This  was  a  test  case,  and  every  speech  ,  -^       '^^  shanked  the  right  hon. 

which  had  been  made  showed  how  the  Gentleman  on  behalf  of  the  labourers  of 
same  arguments  would  be  used  in  count- ,  ^j^^  Deptford  Victualling  Yard  for  the 
less  other  cases  The  question  could  not  I  reference  he  made  to  the  work  they  had 
be  bmited  to  the  wages  of  labourers  at ,  perfonned  during  the  late  crisis.  The 
Deptford.  It  must  go  beyond  that  It  |  demand  was  a  very  small  one.  He  was 
was  not  a  question  of  the  rate  of  the  ^  |  convinced  that  it  was  a  simple  act 
wages  at  Deptford^  but  the  wages  of  i  ^^  -^^^^^  ^  •  ^hese  men  the  same  rate 
labourers  m  naval  dockyards  throughout    ^^    ^  J  ^^  ^^^^  ^  labourers  of 

the  kingdom  The  Treasury  had  not  t  ^^^^  ^^^  performing  the  same  kind  of 
interfered  and  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  |  ^^^^  in  other  Government  establishments, 
matter.  The  principle  on  which  he  had  jj^  ^^^^  ^^at,  even  at  the  eleventh 
acted  was  his  own  It  was  a  pnnciple  for  ^  ^^e  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty 
which  he,  personally  was  responsible  and  I  ^^^^  ^^^  ^^^  ^  consider  the  matter 

he  felt  strongly  (he  hoped  the  phrase  favourably.  As  the  labourers  in  two  other 
would  not  be  offensive)  being  coerced  by  estabUshments  receive  Is.  a  week  more 
the  House  of    Commons    into  granting   ^^^  ^^^^^  i^^,    ^j^^  ^^^^  ^^^.j 

higher  wages  than,  according  to  tl^  ^^1^  ^^^  ^^^  ^^     the  same  wages 

ciples  he  entertamed    he  thought  should    ^^^^^  ^^^  ^^  ^^^^  ^^  Deptford. 
be  granted.     He  could  not  make  this  con-  °  "^ 

cession  consistently  with  the  principles  he  Mr,  R  J.  C.  MORTON  (Devonport) 
held.  He  confessed  that  it  was  a  misfor-  observed  that  the  question,  though  small, 
tune.      Perhaps  he  was  old-fashioned  in    and    affecting    only  a  single  dockyard. 


these  matters,  and  could  not  adjust  him- 
self to  the  doctrines  which  had  permeated 
so  many  of  the  speeches  he  had  just 
listened  to.  On  a  question  of  such  mag- 
nitude in  his  eyes  he  could  not  give  way, 
much  as  he  regretted  it. 


involved  a  principle  to  which,  as  one  of 
the  Members  for  Devonport,  he  would 
certainly  object  —  namely,  that  there 
should  be  a  varying  rate  of  wages  to  the 
same  class  of  workmen  in  different  places. 
He  held  that  there  should  be  a  minimum 
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Vate  of  wage  for  the  labourers  throughout 
the  Government  employment.  The  First 
Lord  of  the  Admiralty,  in  a  speech  the 
logic  of  which  he  could  not  understand, 
seemed  to  think  otherwise.  There  had 
been  two  debates  in  the  present  Parlia- 
ment on  this  question.  One  was  two 
and  a  half  years  ago,  when  the  question  of 
the  minimum  wage  paid  to  the  labourers 
for  the  War  Office  was  discussed.  In  the 
course  of  the  debate  on  that  occasion,  he 
pointed  out  that  they  most  cordially  ac- 
cepted and  insisted  upon  the  principle 
that  they  should  pay  certain  labourers  in 
certain  dockyards  higher  wages  than  in 
another.  He  understood  then  that  they 
got  from  the  Government  a  promise  that 
they  would  institute  an  inquiry  into  all 
the  circumstances  of  dockyard  labour,  and 
that  they  should  once  for  all  settle  what 
was  the  equivalent  wage  representing  the 
same  amount  of  work  in  all  those  different 
places  where  labourers  were  employed  by 
the  Government.  As  a  matter  of  fact, 
nothing  had  been  done,  and  no  change 
had  taken  place.  In  the  debate  to  which 
he  referred,  the  hon.  Member  the  Finan- 
cial Secretary  to  the  War  Office  stated 
that  he  had  inquired  into  the  conditions 
of  the  Government  employment  at 
Pimlico.  particularly,  and  had  come 
to  the  conclusion  that  19s.  6d.  was 
not  a  sufficient  minimum  waee  to  give  to 
Government  employees  in  London,  and 
he  undertook  that  he  would  raise  the  rate 
with,  as  ho  thought,  advantage  to  the 
Government  employment.  The  hon. 
Member  had  said  that  night  that  he 
would  raise  the  minimum  wage  to  2 Is. 
per  week,  and  considering  the  other 
advantages  of  the  •  Government  employ- 
ment, that  might  be  regarded  as  equiva- 
lent to  22s.  per  week.  The  War  Office 
two  and  a  half  years  ago  raised  the  wages 
of  the  employees  2s.  6d.,  but  the  Admi- 
ralty had  done  nothing.  He  did  not  see 
why  the  Admiralty  should  treat  their 
labourers  worse  than  the  War  Office 
treated  theirs.  He  could  not  understand 
why  it  was  that  the  Government  should 
not  consent  to  make  a  general  inquiry 
once  for  all,  and  ascertain  the  difference 
as  between  the  purchasing  power  of  wages 
in  one  constituency  as  compared  with 
another.  He  wished  to  see  the  Admiralty 
follow  the  example  of  the  War  Office  with 
regard  to  the  other  principle,  and  say 
that  no  man  in  Government  employment 
should  receive  less  than  XI  per  week  in 
wages. 

Mr,  E.  J.  C.  Mortm, 


Mr.  gray  (West  Ham,  N.)  obsen-ed 
that  he  understood  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty  to  say  that  he  could  not  con- 
sent to  go  into  this  question  because 
he  felt  he  could  not  be  coerced  by  the 
House  of  Commons.  Well,  that  being 
the  case,  what  on  earth  was  the  good  of 
bringing  this  before  the  House  at  alii 
Mr.  Gray  had  not  formed  his  opinion  in 
this  case  from  anything  he  had  heard 
outside — in  fact,  no  representation  what- 
ever had  been  made  to  him  outside 
the  House.  He  had  listened  to  the  de- 
bates on  this  question  year  after  year, 
and  having  regard  to  the  cost  of  living  in 
London  he  thought  those  men  ought  to 
be  dealt  with  in  the  manner  suggested. 

Mr.  KEARLEY  said  the  First  Lord  of 
the  Admiralty  had  taken  up  the  position 
that  he  could  not  give  way  because  there 
must  be  uniformity  of  wages.  The  ques- 
tion was  whether  the  wage  paid  at  Dept- 
ford  was  inadequate.  He  was  sorry  to 
hear  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  take  excep- 
tion to  the  interference  of  Parliament  in 
this  matter.  He  had  been  long  enough 
in  the  House  to  hear  Ministers  represent- 
ing not  this  Government  alone,  but  the 
Government  that  preceded  it,  standing 
up  and  declaring  that  15s.  a  week  was  an 
ample  wage  to  a  labourer.  Although  it 
was  distasteful  to  have  to  discuss  ques- 
tions of  this  kind  in  that  House  there 
was  no  other  method  open  to  them,  and 
he  was  perfectly  certain  whatever  conces- 
sion was  ever  made  to  any  of  those 
employees  it  was  initiated  and  brought 
about  by  the  pressure  brought  to  bear  by 
Members  of  Parliament.  He  hoped  that 
so  far  as  Deptford  was  concerned  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  would  take  up  a 
different  attitude  and  concede  what  was 
asked. 

Mr.  GOSCHEN  repHed  that  an  hoiu 
Member  had  stated  that  such  questions 
need  not  be  brought  before  Parliament  if 
he  refused  to  be  coerced.  He  thought 
the  object  of  bringing  Votes  before  the 
House  was  that  the  House  might  have  an 
opportunity  of  checking  expenditure.  He 
should  always  bow  to  the  decision  of  the 
House  in  the  direction  of  a  reduction  of 
expenditure,  but  personally  he  should  not 
always  bow  to  the  behests  of  the  House 
in  the  matter  of  raising  expenditura  The 
moment  the  Grovernment  conceded  that 
point  the  expenditure  would  rise  by  leaps 
and  bounds.     He   would  make  one   \ds^ 
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torical  remark.  When  he  was  First  Lord 
of  the  Admiralty  before,  he  raised  the 
wages  of  certain  trades  at  an  expense  of 
X70,000,  and  that  was  done  looking  to 
the  whole  attitude  of  labour  in  general. 
That  would  show  at  all  events  that  when 
he  was  convinced  that  it  was  right  to 
raise  the  rate  of  wages  he  was  ready  to 
do  so.  He  could  not  give  way  on  the 
present  occasion,  but  he  would  take  the 
whole  question  of  labour  into  considera- 
tion and  he  would  look  at  the  wages  of 
lalwurers  in  the  dockyards.  He  would 
examine  the  question  afresh  with  such 
assistance  as  he  could  get,  but  knowing 
the  great  interest  many  Members  took 
ia  this  matter  he  regretted  all  the  more 
that  this  particular  demand  of  Deptford 
should  have  been  raised. 

*Mr.  JOHN  BURNS  (Battersea)  said 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  seemed  to  hold 
the  view  that  cheap  labour  meant  cheap 
production,  but  that  was  an  economic 
fallacy,  as  could  be  proved  upon  investiga- 
tion. Until  the  C^vernment  broke 
through  their  present  rule,  and  paid  the 
current  rate  of  wages  which  could  be 
obtained  from  other  employers  on  similar 
work,  they  would  always  have  these  dis- 
•cussions  on  the  Navy  Estimates.  He  urged 
the  Grovernment  to  conform  to  the  practice 
of  nearly  every  other  authority  in  the 
country.  He  sincerely  trusted  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  would  not  try  to  balance 
himself  on  the  question  whether  house  rent 
at  Deptford,  Pimlico,  or  Devonport  took 
the  larger  portion  of  the  wages.  They 
iiad  nothing  to  do  with  pettifogging 
•questions  of  that  kind.  They  had 
got  to  pay  the  current  rate  of  wages  and 
let  the  labourer  get  his  house  as  cheaply 
.as  he  could.  The  right  hon.  Grentleman 
«aid  the  object  of  the  Estimates  should 
be  to  check  the  expenditure  of  the 
country.  The  hon.  Member  was  perfectly 
convinced  of  this,  that  if  they  paid  the 
men  at  Deptford  19s.  or  20s.  a  week 
they  were  only  getting  as  compared  with 
other  employers  IGs.  or  17s.  worth  of 
labour.  He  believed  that  low  wajzes 
meant  dear  labour  in  the  long  run.  The 
skilled  kbour  which  the  Admiralty 
employed  was  organised,  and  the  skilled 
workers  extracted  from  the  Gk)vemment 
the  trades  union  rate  of  wages,  but  in  the 
case  of  unskilled  labour  the  men  were 
too  poor  to  join  a  trades  union.  He 
ventured  to  say  that  in  Deptford  a 
lalwurer  earning  198.  ©r  SOs.  a  week  could 
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not  afford  3d.  or  4d.  a  week  to  a  trades 
union,  besides  7d.  or  8d.  to  a  friendly 
society.        The    right    hon.    Gentleman 
adhered  to  the  view  that  the  House  of 
Commons  ought  not  to  interfere  with  the 
wages  of  Departments.    He  disputed  that 
doctrine  in  toto,  although  the.  minimum  of 
interference    was    only    possible     when 
Government   paid  the   current  rate  and 
secured  the  highest  quality  of    labour. 
The     men      employed     in     the     dock- 
yards   could    not    take     that    effective 
combination     which    men     outside     the 
Government  service  could  take.    He  held 
that  the  Government  should  not  exploit 
the  helplessness  of  these  men  by  denying 
to  them  the  current  rate  of  •  wages  which 
other  employers  paid.  There  was  only  one 
way  out  of  the  difficulty,  and  that  was 
to   follow  the   example    of    the    School 
Board,    the    County    Council,    and    the 
Science  and  Art  Department,  and  pay  the 
current  rate  of  wages.     He  believed  if 
they  paid  3s.  or   48.   a  week  more   at 
Deptford    and    Pimlico,    inefficient    and 
redundant    workpeople    would    be    sent 
about    their   business  and  only   efficient 
men    would    be    employed,    capable    of 
turning  out  a  proper  amount  of  work. 
So  long  as  they  had  charity  wages  they 
were  sure  to  have  charity  work. 

Lord  HUGH  CECIL  (Greenwich):  I 
find  myself  in  a  somewhat  difficult  position, 
because  this  happens  to  be  one  of  the 
few  questions  in  regard  to  which  I  gave 
a  specific  promise  to  my  constituents  at  the 
time  of  my  election.  I  refused  to  give  the 
assurance  they  requested — to  ask  that  the 
wages  should  be  raised  to  a  particular 
figure — but  I  promised  always  to  urge  the 
Government  to  act  in  the  manner  of  a 
good  employer ;  in  other  words,  that  they 
would  not  sweat  their  labour.  I  have 
the  greatest  sympathy  with  the  remarks 
of  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  about 
the  impropriety  of  constituents  threaten- 
ing Members,  and  Members  threatening 
the  Government.  If  such  a  chain  of 
coercion  was  set  up  the  public  service 
might  easily  suffer.  At  the  same  time  it 
is  essential  that  we  should  act  up  to  our 
election  pledges — not  because  we  might 
suffer  if  we  did  otherwise,  but  because 
the  credit  of  public  life  would  suffer. 
The  question  really  is — are  the  Grovern- 
ment acting  as  model  employers  1  I 
should  like  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
to  give  an  assurance  that  he  personally 
is  convinced  that  a  good  employer  would 
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not  act  in  a  way  diiferent  from  that  of 
the  Government  towards  their  labourers. 
It  is  quite  impossible  for  us  to  go  into 
all  the  details  of  the  rates  of  wages,  com- 
paring the  circumstances  of  one  class  of 
labour  with  those  of  another,  and  so  on. 
That  might  be  done  by  a  small  Committee 
of  inquiry,  or  by  the  Government  itself, 
but  it  is  quite  impossible  that  we  should 
regulate  our  votes  in  this  House  by  what 
is  said  in  debate  upon  these  topics. 
Therefore,  I  should  be  prepared  to  sup- 
port the  Government  and  to  maintain  to 
my  constituents  that  I  have  redeemed  my 
pledge,  if  the  First  Lord  will  assure  me 
that  the  Government,  as  benevolent  and 


t  honest  men,  are  acting  in  the  same  spirit 
I  as  a  considerate  employer  would  act 
;  towards  his  labourers. 

j      Mr.    GOSCflEN  :    I  do  not   think   a 

I  good  employer  with,  say  500  men,  would 

1  give  special  privileges  to  twenty  or  thirty 

I  of  them.     He  would  look  at  the  whole 

number,  and  that  is  what  I  am  doing.     I 

I  am  acting  as  1  think  I  should  act  in  a 

private  capacity.     I  do  not  acknowledge 

the  justice   of  a   claim  put  forward  on 

behalf  of  this  particular  small  body. 

Question  put. 

The  Committee   divided : — Ayes,    75  ; 
Noes,  139.     (Division  List  No.  61.) 


Abraham,  Wm.  (Cork,  N.E.) 

Ambrose,  Robert 

Atherley-Jones,  L. 

Austin,  M.  (Limerick,  W.) 

Baker,  Sir  John 

Bay  ley,  Thomas  (Derbyshire) 

Billson,  Alfred 

Bolton,  Thomas  Dolling 

Burnn,  John 

Bart,  Thomas 

Caldwell,  James 

Cameron,SirClmrle8(Glasgow) 

Cawley,  Frederick 

Cecil,  Lord  Hugh  (Greenwich) 

Chan ning,  Francis  Allston 

Clough,  Walter  Owen 

Colville,  John 

Crilly,  Daniel 

Curran,  Thomas  B.  (Donegal) 

Curran,  Thomas  (Sligo,  S.) 

Dalziel,  James  Henry 

Dewar,  Arthur 

Dilke,  lit.  Hon.  Sir  Charles 

Donelan,  Captain  A. 

Doogan,  P.  C. 

Duckworth,  James  ' 


Acland-Hood,  Capt.  Sir  A.  F. 
Allhu  Hen,  Augustus  Henry  £. 
Alltiopp,  Hon.  George 
Anson,  Sir  William  Reynell 
Archdale,  Edward  Mervyn 
Arrol,  Sir  William 
Atkinson,  Right  Hon.  John 
Palfour,Kt.  Hn.  A.  J.  (Manch'r) 
Banbury,  Frederick  (ieorge 
Barnes,  Frederic  (xorell 
Bartlev,  George  C.  T. 
Beach;Kt.Hn.SirM.H.(BrUtol 
BemroHe,  Sir  Henry  Howe 
l^thell,  Commamfer 
Blundell,  Colonel  Henry 
BowleH,  T.  G.  (King's  Lynn) 
Bra*»8ev,  Albert 
Brodrick,  Kt.  Hon.  St.  John 
Carlile,  William  Walter 
Cavendish,  V.  C.  W.  ( Derbysh. ) 
Chaml)erlain,  lit.  Hn.  J.  ( Birm. ) 
Chamberlain,  J.  Austen(  Worc'r 
Cliaplin,  Rt.  Hon.  Henry 
Charrington,  Spencer 


AYES. 

Fen  wick,  Charles 
Foster,  Sir  Walter  (Derby  Co. ) 
Goulding,  Edward  Alfred 
Gray,  Ernest  (West  Ham) 
Hemphill,  Rt.  Hon  Charles  H. 
Hogan,  James  Francis 
Jameson,  Major  J.  Eustace 
Jones, William  (Camarv'nsh're 
Kearley,  Hudson  E. 
Kilbride,  Denis 
Law^on,  Sir  W.  Cumberland) 
Lough,  Thomas 
Lowles,  John 
Macaleese,  Daniel 
M'Crae,  George 
M'Dermott,  Patrick 
M'Laren,  Charles  Benjamin 
Mt^ldison,  Fred 
Mendl,  Sigismund  Ferdinand 
Molloy,  liernard  Charles 
Moore,  Arthur  (Londonderry) 
Morton,  Edw.  J.  C.  (Devonp't 
Palmer,  Geo.  Wm.  (Reading) 
Pickersgill,  Edwaid  Hare 
Pilkington,SirG.A.(Lanc8SW 
Power,  Patrick  Joseph 

NOES. 

Clare,  Octavius  Leigh 
ColUngs,  Rt.  Hon.  Jesse 
Colomb,  Sir  John  Charles  R. 
Cook,  Fred.  Lucas  (I^mbeth) 
Cooke,  C.  W.  R.  (Hereford) 
Cripps,  Charles  Alfred 
Curzon,  Viscount 
Dalkeith,  Eari  of 
Denny,  Colonel 
Dorington.  Sir  John  Edward 
Doughty,  George 
Douglas,  lit   Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Duneombe,  Hon.  Hubert  V. 
Fellowes,  Hon.  Ailwyn  Edw. 
Field,  Admiral  (Eastbourne) 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Fir  bank,  Joseph  Thomas 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
FLson,  Frederick  William 
Flower,  Ernest 
Galloway,  William  Johnson 
(iarfit,  William 
Gibbons,  J.  Lloyd 
Gibbs,  Hon.  V.  (St.  Albans) 


Reckitt,  Harold  James 
Redmond,  William  (Claret 
Rickett,  J.  Compton 
Roberts,  John  Bryn  (Eifion) 
Roberts,  John  H.  (Denbigh9> 
RobeHson,  Edmund  (Dundee) 
Seton-Karr,  Henry 
Stead  man,  William  Charles 
Sullivan,  Donal  (W^estmeath) 
Tanner,  Charles  Kearn-* 
Thomas,DavidAlfred(Mertliyr 
Trevelyan,  Charles  Philii^i^ 
Tritton,  Charles  Ernest 
Wallace,  Robert 
W^alton,  Joseph  (Barnsley) 
Weir,  James  C^alloway 
Whiteley,  George  (Stockport) 
Williams,  John  Carvel  I  (Notts. 
Wilson,  H.  J.  (York,  W  .R.) 
W^ilson,  John  (Durham,  Mid.  > 
W^ilson,  Jos.  H.  (Middlesbrough 
Woods,  Sanmel 
Yoxall,  James  Henry 
Tellers   for  thk    AvESi— 

Mr.    Arthur    Morton     ami 

Captain  Norton. 


Giles,  Charies  Tyrrell 
Gilliat,  John  SaundeEs 
Godson,  Sir  Augustus  Fred. 
Goldsworthy,  Major-General 
Gordon,  Hon.  John  Edward 
Gorst,  Rt  Hon  Sir  John  Eldon 
Goschen,  Rt.Hn.G.J.(St.Geo\-« 
Goechen,  Geoi^ge  J.  (Sussex) 
Green,  W.  D.  (Wednesbury) 
Gretton,  John 

Hamilton,  Rt.  Hon.  Lord  G. 
Han  bury,  Rt.  Hon.  Robert  Wm. 
Hanson,  Sir  lieginald 
Hickman,  Sir  Alfred 
Hoare,  Edw.  B.  (Hampsiead) 
Hobhouse,  Henry 
Hornby,  Sir  William  Henry 
Hudson,  George  Bickersteth 
Jeffreys,  Arthur  Frederick 
Jenkins,  Sir  John  Jone.^ 
Johnston,  Williani  (Belfast) 
Kenyon,  James 
Kenyon-Slaney,  CoL  Williani 
Kimhery  Henry 
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Knowles,  Lees 
Ijafone,  Alfre<l 

La  \\Tence,Sir£.  Duming-(Com 
^Lawrence,  Wni.  F.  (Liverpool) 
La\v8on,  John  Grant  (Yorks) 
Lea,  Sir  Tho«.  (Londonderry) 
Lecky.  Kt.  Hon.  W.  E.  H. 
Llewelyn,SirDillwyn-(Sw*n9'a 
Loder,  Vierald  Walter  Er^kine 
Long.  Col.  C.  W.  (Eve**ham) 
Long,  Rt.  Hn.  W.  (Liverpool) 
Lonsdale,  John  Brownlee 
Lopes,  Henry  Yarde  Buller 
Lowe,  Francis  William 
Lucas-Shad  well,  William 
Macartney,  W.  G.  Ellison 
M*Kill»p.  James 
Mtddlemore,  J.  Throgmorton 
Milner,  Sir  Frederick  George 
Mil  ward.  Colonel  Victor 
Monckton,  Edward  Philip 
Monk,  Charles  James 
Moore,  William  (Antrim,  N.) 
More,  Robert  J.  (Shropshire) 
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Morrell,  George  Herbert 
Murray,  Rt  Hn.  A.  G.  (Bute) 
Myers,  William  Henry 
Orr-Ewin^,  Charles  Lindsay 
Palmer,  Sir  C.  M.  (Durham) 
Parkes,  Ebenezer 
Phillpotts,  Captain  Arthur 
Pierpoint,  Roberi 
Piatt- Higgins,  Frederick 
Plun  ke  tt ,  Rt  HnHoraceCu  rzon 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 

;  Purvis,  Robert 

,  Pym,  C.  Guy 
Quilter,  Sir  Cuthbert 
Rasch,  Major  Frederic  Came 
Rentoul,  James  Alexander 
Richard8on,SirThos,(  Hartlep'l 
Ridley.Rt.Hn.SirMatthewW. 
Ritchie,Rt.  Hn.  Chas.  Thomson 
Robertson,  Herbert  (Hackney 
Russell,  T.  W.  (Tyrone) 
Rutherford,  John 
Ryder,  John  Herbert  Dudley 
Sidebottom,T.  Harrop(Stlybr. ) 
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Sinclair,  Louis  (Romford) 
Smith,  Jas.  Parker  (Lanarks.) 
Smith,Hon.  W.  F.  D.  (Strand) 
Stewart,  SirMark  J.  M*Taggart 
Stone,  Sir  Benjamin 
Talbot,Rt.  Hn.  J.G.lOx.  Univ.  > 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Tomlinson,  W.  Edw.  Murray 
Wauklyn,  James  Leslie 
Webster,  Sir  Richard  E. 
Welby,  Sir  Chas.  G.  E.  (Notts. 
Wentworth,  Bruce  C.  Vernon- 
William8,JosephPowell-(Binn 
Wilson,  John  (Fa»kirk) 
Wilson-Todd,Wm.H.(Yorks.) 
Wodehou8e,Rt  Hn.E.R.(Bath 
Wyvill,  Marnmduke  D'Arcy 
Yerburgh,  Robert  Armstrong 
Young,Commander  ( Berks,  £.  > 

Tellers  for  the  Nois— 
Sir  William  Walrond  and 
Mr.  Anstnither. 


Original  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

2.  £208,800,  Medical  Establishments 
and  Services. 

CJoMMANDER  BETHELL :  In  the  course 
of  the  last  year  or  two  there  has  been  a 
very  strong  suspicion  that  the  naval 
hospital  is  not  all  that  could  be  desired. 
While  I  have  no  concrete  cases  to  bring 
before  the  Committee,  I  should  be  very 
grateful  if  the  Civil  Lord  could  tell  me 
whether  the  system  of  nursing  at  the 
naval  hospital  has  been  thoroughly  gone 
into,  and  whether  the  more  modern 
system  which  is  established  in  civil 
hospitals  has  been  adopted. 

The  civil  LORD  of  the  ADMI- 
RALTY (Mr.  Austen  Chamberlain, 
Worcestershire,  E.) :  I  can  give  the  hon. 
and  gallant  Member  a  reply  which  I 
think  will  be  satisfactory  to  him.  I  do 
think  the  system  of  nursing  in  the  naval 
hospital  left  very  much  to  be  desired. 
The  class  of  men  whom  we  have  recruited 
for  the  sick  berth  statf  has  not  been  up  to 
the  proper  standard.  Lately  a  Committee 
of  tne  Admiralty  has  investigated  the 
condition  of  the  sick  berth  staff  and  the 
conditions  for  the  employment  of  nursing 
sisters,  and  has  made  certain  recommen- 
dations which  are  now  being  carried  put. 
I  hope  one  result  will  be  that  we  shall 
have  a  better  class  of  men  and  better 
trained  men  than  we  have  hitherto  had. 
It  is  a  matter  to  which  thei  Board  of 
Admiralty  and  the  medical  directors  have 
given  a  great  deal  of  attention  recently, 
and  we  shall  watch  the  result  of  changes 
with  very  great  interest. 


Dr.  tanner  (Cork  County,  Mid) : 
After  the  many  recommendations  which 
have  been  made  by  various  Committees 
upstairs  on  the  Naval  Estimates,  we  find 
ourselves  at  the  opening  of  another 
century  with  the  work,  then  promised  to 
be  carried  out,  still  undone.  The  number 
of  duly  qualified  medical  men  going  up  as 
candidates  for  positions  in  connection  with 
the  naval  medical  service  is  incomparable 
with  the  number  of  vacancies  which  occur. 
At  the  last  Committee  on  Naval  Esti- 
mates I  had  the  support  not  only  of  the 
noble  Lord  who  was  recently  Member  for 
York,  but  also  of  the  then  head  of 
the  Navul  Medical  Department,  in  the 
view,  which  was  given  as  a  recommenda- 
tion of  the  Committee,  that  the  same 
facilities  should  be  offered  in  this 
coimtry  as  ar;?  offered  in  other  countries, 
in  order  that  medical  men  who 
have  been  afloat  for  a  period  of 
years  mav  on  their  return  be  able  to 
study  their  profession  for  a  month  or  six 
weeks,  so  that  they  may  make  up  any 
points  upon  which  they  have  fallen  short 
of  the  advancement  in  the  science  they 
practise.  The  granting  of  such  facilities 
would  be  to  the  advantage  not  only  of 
the  men  themselves,  but  also  of  the 
patients  of  whom  they  have  charge. 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN : 
Will  the  hon.  Member  allow  me  to  inter- 
rupt for  one  moment  ?  I  do  not  know 
whether  he  has  read  the  Report  of  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Admiralty  on  this  matter 
which  has  been  circulated  as  a  Parliamen- 
tary Paper.  That  Committee  recom- 
mended that  increased  facilities  should  be 
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given  to  officers  returning  from  abroad  to 
take  a  post-graduate  course  of  study  here 
on  full  pay.  That  recommendation  has 
heen  approved  by  the  Botu^d  of  Ad- 
miralty and  sanctioned  by  the  Treasury. 

Dr.  tanner  :  Had  I  read  that  Re- 
port  I  would  not  have  troubled  the  Com- 
mittee with  these  remarks.  I  sincerely 
hope,  for  the  benefit  of  all  concerned,  that 
the  recommendation  will  be  carried  into 
effect  as  speedily  as  possible. 

Resolution  agreed  to. 

3.  £13,300,  Martial  Law,  etc. 

4.  £92,300,  Educational  Semces. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND  (Clare, 
E.) :  I  desire  to  move  a  reduction  of 
£100  in  respect  of  Subhead  "D" 
(Allowances  to  chaplains  as  naval  instruc- 
tors). 

*The  CHAIRMAN:  The  question  of 
Roman  Catholic  chaplains  in  the  Navy — 
I  do  not  know  whether  that  is  the  point 
to  which  the  hon.  Member  desires  to 
allude — could  not  be  raised  upon  this 
Vote,  which  refers  only  to  the  educational 
services  rendered. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND  :  It  may 
be  that  this  matter  cannot  be  raised  until 
we  reach  Vote  1 2  ;  but  I  have  only  a  few 
words  to  say,  and  it  may  facilitate  matters 
if  I  am  allowed  to  proceed.  It  is  with 
respect  to  the  allowance  to  chajJlains  as 
naval  instructors  that  I  raise  my  objec- 
tion. Am  I  not  in  order  in  referring  on 
this  Vote  to  the  fact  that  of  the  consider- 
able sum  of  money  set  down  under  this 
head  none  goes  to  chaplains  of  the 
Catholic  religion  ]  This  Vote  illustrates 
the  fact  that  the  Navy  is  practically  with- 
out Catholic  chaplains. 

*The  CHAIRMAN :  That  point  does 
not  arise  here.  If  the  hon.  Member 
wishes  to  contend  that  a  certain  number 
of  Roman  Catholics  ought  to  be  employed 
as  naval  instructors  he  will  be  in  order. 
If  he  wishes  to  contend  that  a  certain 
number  of  Roman  Catholics  should  be 
appointed  as  chaplains  in  the  navy — that 
does  not  arise  under  this  Vote. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND :  I  quite 
understand  that  technically  I  am  out  of 
order,  but  I  raise  the  objection — and  I 
think  it  meets  the  case — that  not  one 
penny  of  this  money  goes  to  a  Catholic 

^[i'  Austen  Chamberlain, 


chaplain,  for  the  simple  reason  that  there 
are  no  Catholic  chaplains  in  the  Fleet.  I 
object  to  this  Vote  l^ecause  it  goes 
exclusively  to  chaplains  of  the  Church  of 
England.  At  any  rate  a  portion  of 
the  money  ought  to  go  to  chaplains  of 
our  church.  In  certain  cases  Catholic 
chaplains  accompany  the  Fleet,  and  in 
those  cases  should  they  not  be  entitled  to 
a  share  of  this  money  ?  I  should  like  to 
read  an  Admiralty  minute  dealing  with 
this  question,  and  to  ask  the  First  Lord 
whether  it  cannot  be  carried  out.  If  so, 
I  should  be,  to  a  great  extent,  satisfied  on 
this  point.  The  minute,  which  is  dated 
June  7th,  1878,  says — 

**  My  Lords  direct  tliat  when  a  large  number 
of  ships  forming  a  squadron  are  sent  on  any 
service  that  would  keep  them  for  a  consider- 
able time  away  from  a  port  where  the  serxices 
of  a  Roman  Catholic  priest  would  be  available, 
arrangements  are  to  be  made  for  one  to  accom- 
pany the  squadron." 

*The  chairman  :  That  really  does 
not  arise  on  this  Vote,  which  is  purely 
educational.  If  the  hon.  Member  will 
turn  to  Vote  111  think  he  will  there  find 
a  point  upon  which  he  can  raise  this  ques- 
tion. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND:  I  have 
no  particular  desire  to  pursue  the  matter 
now.  If  I  do  not  get  a  reply  I  will  raise 
the  matter  later  on,  but  I  think  it  would 
be  more  convenient  if  the  First  Lord 
would  say  now  that  the  spirit  of  that 
minute  will  be  carried  out. 

Mr.  GOSCHEN  :  I  can  assure  the  hoiu 
Member  that  we  have  endeavoured  to 
carry  out  the  spirit  of  that  minute.  When 
our  ships  went  to  Crete  special  arrange- 
ments were  made  under  that  particuhr 
clause,  and  the  Commander-in-Chief  was 
directed  to  carry  out,  as  far  as  possible, 
the  spirit  of  that  resolution.  We  are 
anxious,  without  putting  any  of  these 
gentlemen  on  the  ships,  that  the  spiritual 
necessities  of  Roman  Catholics  should  not 
be  neglected,  and  those  services  were  per- 
formed in  the  case  of  the  squadron  which 
went  to  Crete. 

Mr.  ARTHUR  J.  MOORE :  It  must 
not  be  imagined  for  one  mopient  that  we 
are  satisfied  with  the  present  educational 
facilities.  ,We  have  thousands  of  Roman 
Catholic  soldiers  and  sailors,  and  their 
susceptibilities  in  matters  of  religion  and 
education  have  to  be  considered.  1  have 
frequently  conversed  upon  this  subject. 
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and  it  is  not  a  mere  question  of  what 
Catholics  in  Ireland  think,  but  Catholics 
in  thfs  country  are  dissatisfied  with  the 
position  of  this  question.  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  East  Clare  is  to  be  commended  for 
the  firm  and  uncompromising  manner  in 
which  he  has  brought  this  question  for- 
ward, and  pressed  it  upon  the  attention  of 
the  Admiralty. 

♦Sir  CHARLES  DILKE:   There  is  a 
question  which  was  raised  last  year  with  ' 
regard  to  the  teaching  of  modern  Ian-  j 
guages.     The  First  Lord  promised  to  do  ] 
what  he  could  to  improve  it.     At  the  time 
of  the  Crete  affair  it  was  found  we  were 
very  short  of  naval  officers   who  could 
speak  modern  languages.      The  amount 
taken  for  the  purpose  under  this  Vote  is 
very  small,  but  I  doubt  whether  even  that 
amount  is  entirely  spent. 

The  SECRETARY  to  the  ADMI- 
RALTY (Mr.  Macartney,  Antrim,  S.) 
made  a  reply  which  was  inaudible  in  the 
Press  Gallery. 

Dr.  tanner  :  Under  Sub-head  G— 
expenses  connected  with  candidates  for 
the  naval  medical  services — the  examina- 
tion of  candidates  appears  to  cost  the 
same  amount  year  after  year  no  matter 
what  the  number  of  candidates  may  be. 
There  is  a  note  here  that  the  probable 
number  of  candidates  to  be  examined 
during  the  year  1901  is  100.  The  Admi- 
ralty have  been  out  in  their  numbers  so 
very  freouently  that  I  should  like  to  know 
upon  what  foundation  they  base  this 
estimate. 

Mr.  macartney  :  Those  figures  are 
bas«d  upon  past  experience.  Sometimes 
they  may  be  absolutely  correct,  some- 
times they  are  not. 

Dr.  tanner  :  In  what  year  has  the 
number  been  accurate  or  nearly  accurate  1 

Mr.  MACARTNEY:  If  the  hon. 
Gentleman  will  give  me  time  to  look  up 
the  records  I  will  tell  him.  There  may 
be  a  difference  of  one  or  two,  but  they 
have  been  practically  accurate.  I  have 
*no  reason  to  suppose  that  the  figures  for 
the  present  year  ought  to  be  altered.  If 
more  money  is  spent  it  has  to  be  made  up 
in  some  other  way — either  out  of  the 
Vote  or  out  of  Naval  Votes  generally,  but 
I  believe  sufficient  money  is  provided. 

♦Mr.  WEIR  (Ross  and  Cromarty) :  On 
various  pages  of  these  Estimates  I  find 


I  sums  set  down  as  allowances  to  chaplains 
I  as  naval  instructors.  I  want  to  know 
whether  any  of  the  gentlemen  receiving 
these  allowances  are  ministers  of  the 
Chiux5h  of  Scotland,  or  whether  they  are 
clergy  of  the  Church  of  England  ex- 
clusively. The  Church  of  Scotland  is  not 
a  dissenting  body,  and  her  ministers  are 
as  much  entitled  to  participate  in  these 
benefits  as  the  clergy  of  the  Church  of 
England. 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN  :  Of 
course,  the  gentlemen  who  are  chaplains 
and  receiving  these  allowances  for 
naval  instruction  as  such  are  clergymen 
of  the  Church  of  England.  As  to  the 
naval  instructors  who  are  not  chaplains, 
we  have  no  knowledge  whatever  of  their 
religious  views.  No  inquiry  is  made,  and^ 
whatever  their  feligious  views,  they 
would  not  be  a  bar  to  their  appointment. 

♦Mr.  WEIR:  Can  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man tell  me  whether  there  are  any 
Presbyterian  ministers  appointed  as  naval 
instructors  ? 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN  :  No, 

there  are  not. 

*Mr,  weir  :  May  I  ask  the  Admiralty 
to  consider  whether  Presbyterian  ministers 
and  ministers  of  the  Church  of  Scotland  are 
not  entitled  to  share  in  these  advantages  ? 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN:  I 
cannot  hold  out  any  expectation  or  make 
any  promise  such  as  is  asked  by  the  hon. 
Member. 

♦Mr.  weir  :  I  find  a  sum  in  this  Vote 
allowed  to  chapltiins  for  ^ting  as  naval 
instructors.  These  chaplains  are  all 
Church  of  England  clergymen,  and  I 
think  that  Presbyterian  ministers  migh*^ 
also  be  engaged  for  some  of  this  work 
All  wisdom  is  not  centred  in  the  Church 
of  England,  and  many  ministers  in  the 
Presbyterian  Church  are  men  of  great 
ability,  who  would  be  quite  competent  to 
act  as  naval  instructors.  I  hope  tlie  hon. 
Gentleman  will  see  his  way  to  give  the 
Committee  some  information  on  the  sub- 
ject, and  also  that  something  will  be  done 
in  the  way  of  appointing  Presb3rterian 
ministers  to  these  positions. 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN :  A 
certain  number  of  chaplains  in  the  Navy 
are  appointed  as  naval  instructors,  and 
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they  do  that  work  as  well  as  their  ordi- 
nary duties  as  chaplains,  and  receive  an 
«xtra  allowance.  Of  course,  these  chap- 
lains are  necessarily  clergymen  of  the 
Established  Church.  There  are  also  a 
number  of  laymen  who  act  as  naval  in- 
structors, and  there  is  no  test  for  them 
except  an  educational  test.  As  regards 
the  needs  of  Presbyterians  in  the  Navy, 
these  are  met  under  another  Vote  by  the 
payment  of  allowances  to  Presbyterian 
ministers,  but  as  regards  naval  instructor- 
ships  I  do  not  think  we  shoidd  introduce 
A  religious  test  as  regards  the  majority  of 
these  appointments. 

♦jMr.  WEIR:  What  is  the  nature  of 
the  instruction  imparted  by  these  chap- 
lains ? 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN :  It 
is  entirely  lay  instruction,  such  as  higher 
mathematics. 

Mr.  CALDWELL  (Lanark,  Mid):  In 
•connection  with  this  Vote,  it  seems  to  me 
peculiar  that  we  should  have  schools  in 
connection  with  the  Navy  alone.  Why 
should  we  have  these  schools  apart  from 
other  schools  in  the  different  towns,  and 
why  are  not  these  children  allowed  to 
mix  with  other  children  instead  of  being 
kept  apart  ?  I  also  observe  that  the 
salaries  paid  to  the  teachers  in  these 
schools  are  exceedingly  small.  I  am 
■asking  for  information  in  the  interests  of 
the  education  of  the  children.  I  submit 
they  would  be  better  educated  in  the 
ordinary  schools,  where  they  would  mix 
with  the  children  of  the  general  com- 
munity. But  if  they  are  to  have  separate 
schools  there  ought  to  be  efficient 
teachers.  These  children  are  entitled  to 
the  same  amount  of  education  as  other 
children. 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN :  As 
regards  these  schools,  the  subject  was 
very  carefully  considered  a  few  years  ago, 
and  the  result  of  that  careful  inquiry  was 
to  showthat  there  was  good  reason  for 
continuing  these  schools.  The  schools 
are  now  under  the  inspection  of  the 
Education  Department,  which  is  a  suffi- 
cient guarantee  for  their  educational 
standard,  and  I  fancy  that  even  the 
localities  themselves  would  very  strongly 
object  to  these  children  being  educated 
at  the  board  schools  at  the  expense  of  the 
ratepayers. 

Mr.  Austen  Chamberlain, 


*SiR  U.  KAY-SHUTTLEWORTH 
(Lancashire,  Clitheroe) :  I  am  not  at  all 
surprised  at  this  question  being  brought 
forward,  because  this  question  and  various 
other  questions  connected  with  these 
schools  arose  during  the  time  that  Lord 
Spencer,  my  hon.  friend  the  Member  for 
Dundee,  and  myself  were  at  the  Admi- 
ralty. Two  Departmental  Committees 
which  had  the  advantage  of  the  services 
of  a  very  experienced  man — Sir  Joshua 
Fitch — inquired  into  this  question  of  dock- 
yard schools  and  schools  for  the  children 
of  marines.  I  confess  when  I  first  ap- 
proached the  subject  I  had  some  doubt, 
although  a  perfectly  open  mind,  whether 
it  was  desirable  to  maintain  these  schools 
apart  from  the  ordinary  technical  or  ele- 
mentary schools,  and  that  a  separate  educa- 
tion should  be  given  to  the  children  of  the 
dockyard  artisans  and  to  the  children 
of  marines,  but  the  result  of  the  inquiry 
was  extremely  encouraging,  and  we  were 
convinced  that  it  was  desirable  to  maintain 
these  separate  schools.  The  Departmental 
Committee  recommended  that  it  was 
desirable  to  put  the  Marine  Barrack 
Schools  under  the  Education  Depart- 
ment, and  now  they  earn  grants  from 
that  Department  in  the  same  way  as 
ordinary  schools.  The  whole  result  of 
that  inquiry  was  to  the  effect  that  the 
educational  work  done  in  the  dockyard 
and  marine  schools  was  admirable.  There 
were  no  doubt  some  suggestions  for  im- 
provement which  were  adopted,  and  I 
think  the  Committee  may  have  every  con- 
fidence that  that  part  of  the  work  of  the 
Admiralty  is  most  efficiently  and  usefully 
done.  I  think  that  the  reason  why  it  was 
so  extremely  well  done  in  the  past  was 
owing  to  the  careful  attention  wnich  had 
been  given  to  the  schools  by  the  then 
Chaplain  of  the  Fleet,  the  Rev.  Cox 
Edwards.  I  hope  similar  attention  to  it 
will  be  shown  by  his  successor.  I  am 
very  glad  my  hon.  friend  has  raised  the 
question,  and  every  security  should  be 
taken  to  ensure  that  these  schools  are 
kept  up  to  a  high  level. 

Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN :  I 
can  confirm  what  the  hon.  Gentleman  has 
just  said.  The  schools  continue  to  earn 
very  high  grants  and  to  receive  very 
favourable  reports  from  the  Education 
Department. 

Mr.  CALDWELL :  The  statemente  we 
have  just  heard  are  very  satisfactory,  but 
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it  does  seem  to  me  that  the  salaries  are 
very  low.  For  instance,  the  head  mistress 
of  a  school  commences  at  X54,  and  after 
three  years  is  entitled  to  £60.  It  seems 
to  me  that  the  money  we  pay  the  teachers 
in  salaries  is  very  inadequate. 

♦Sir  JOHN  COLOMB  (Great  Yar- 
mouth) :  There  is  one  point  connected 
with  this  Vo|»  to  which  I  would  wish  to 
direct  the  attention  of  the  Admiralty. 
At  present  candidates  for  the  Navy 
are  taken  up  to  fifteen  and  a  half  years, 
and  for  the  Marine  Artillery  and  Infantry 
the  minimum  age  was  sixteen  years. 
The  naval  candidates  go  through  a  cer- 
tain course  up  to  the  ti  me  they  are  about 
twenty-one.  At  that  age,  they  are  sorted 
out ;  some  are  taken  for  ^imnery,  some 
for  torpedo  work,  and  others  for  navi- 
gating. I  would  put  it  to  my  right  hon. 
friend  whether  it  is  not  worth  considera- 
tion that  all  officers,  whether  for  marines 
or  for  the  Navy,  should  be  taken  at  the 
same  age,  and  up  to  the  age  of  twenty-one 
should  go  through  the  same  course  of 
training,  and  th^n  be  sorted  out,  not  only 
for  torpedo  work,  gunnery,  and  navigation, 
but  also  that  any  officers  who  showed 
qualifications  for  such  positions  should  be 
attached  to  the  military  or  marine  branch 
of  the  Navy.  At  present  we  are  keeping 
lip  an  artificial  and  expensive  system, 
which  produces  two  distinct  branches  of 
officers.  I  cannot  see  why  all  officers 
should  not  go  through  the  same  course 
of  training  up  to  about  twenty-one  years  of 
age.  The  whole  tendency  of  the  time  is 
for  naval  officers  to  become  more  and 
more  employed  on  shore,  and  I  think  if 
the  matter  were  considered  it  would  lead 
to  greater  economy,  heartier  co-operation 
and  greater  efficiency. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES:  The  hon. 
and  gallant  Gkntleman  is  quite  right  as 
regards  age,  but  as  regards  training,  there 
are,  for  instance,  watcnes  to  be  kept. 

♦Sir  JOHN  COLOMB:  My  proposition 
is  that  all  officers  entered  for  the  naval 
and  marine  services  should  work  on  the 
same  lines  up  to  about  twenty  years  of  age. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  said  that 
after  all  a  naval  officer  had  to  handle  a 
ship,  and  a  marine  officer  had  not.  But 
he  rose  to  discuss  two  points.  It  seemed 
to  him  that  the  whole  scheme  of  naval 
education      demanded    attention.      One 


thing  in  which  naval  officers  were  extra- 
ordinarily deficient  was  modern  languages. 
Tiie  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  ex- 
aggerated the  importance  of  the  ancient 
languages,  and  too  much  time  was  de- 
voted to  Latin.  That  was  a  public 
school  view ;  but  the  result  was  that 
modem  languages  were  neglected  in 
favour  of  Latin  and  cuneiform  inscriptions 
or  Assyrian.  How  many  naval  officers  held 
interpreterships  1  He  questioned  whether 
there  were  half  a  dozen  in  the  whole 
Navy.  Only  two  men  went  up  for  the 
last  examination  for  an  interpretership, 
and  only  one  had  passed.  Scarcely  any 
naval  officer  knew  any  modern  language, 
except  Swahili ;  very  few  spoke  French 
or  German  or  Spanish.  [Air.  GoscHEN 
dissented.]  The  First  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty  might  speak  all  of  them  ;  but 
few  naval  officers  could  speak  any  one  of 
them.  When  a  British  naval  officer  had 
to  read  a  German  manifest  or  a 
German  bill-of-lading  he  was  en- 
tirely at  sea ;  and  extraordinary  deceits 
were  practised  upon  him.  He  was  im- 
formed  on  very  good  testimony  that  the 
only  remedy  for  this  state  of  affairs  in  a 
ship  off  the  coast  of  South  Africa  was  to 
send  out  a  special  officer  from  England 
who  knew  German.  The  reason  for  the 
short  supply  of  interpreters  in  the  Navy 
was  that  they  were  short  of  the  officers  of 
that  particular  age  who  would  equip 
themselves  for  the  post.  He  saw  there 
were  three  examiners  in  various  modern 
languages  put  down  in  the  Elstimates  for 
the  Naval  College ;  one  French,  one 
German,  and  another  Spanish  or  Italian. 
Would  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  imder- 
take  to  find  him  half  a  dozen  officers  who 
could  speak  accurately  any  of  these 
languages  t 

Mr  GOSCHEN :  Yes. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  said  that  if 
he  did  find  them  these  officers  had  pro- 
bably been  stationed  off  the  coast  of  Spain 
or  Italy,  and  had  taught  themselves.  It 
would  scarcely  be  believed  that  the  Ad- 
miralty undertook  to  teach  French  in 
fourteen  lessons. 

Mr.  GOSCHEN :  No. 

Mr  GIBSON  BOWLES  said  it  was 
fourteen  when  he  made  his  last  inquiry ; 
perhaps  it  had  got  up  to  fifteen  by  this 
time. 
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Mr.  GOSCHEN:  It  was  fourteen 
when  you  made  your  last  mistake 
about  it. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  said  his  in- 
formation was  from  the  Chief  Instructor 
on  board  the  "  Britannia,"  and  when  he 
last  heard  from  that  gentlems^n  it  was 
only  fourteen.  He  hoped  there  might  be 
more  now,  for  that  number  was  certainly 
not  enough.  His  contention  was  that  too 
much  time  and  too  many  marks  were 
given  to  Latin,  and  not  enough  time  or 
marks  to  modern  languages.  Then,  he 
did  not  see  in  the  list  of  professors  in  the 
college  any  mention  of  a  professor  of  the 
law  of  nations.  Now,  it  was  essential 
that  naval  officers  should  ha^'e  a  general 
idea  of  the  law  of  nations.  He  believed 
there  had  been  lectures  on  the  law  of 
nations,  but  he  saw  no  provision  made 
for  them  in  the  present  Estimates,  and  he 
thought  that  such  Ipctures  should  be 
given,  especially  at  Greenwich. 

♦Admiral  FIELD  said  his  hon.  friend 
was  a  very  clever  man,  but  a  most  in- 
corrigible offender  in  putting  forward 
arguments  which  had  been  answered 
over  and  over  again.  He  hoped  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  would  not 
listen  to  the  evil  counsel  of  his  hon. 
friend  in  discountenancing  the  teaching 
of  Latin.  Nobody  could  pretend  to  study 
French,  Italian,  or  Spanish  without 
having  some  knowledge  of  Latin.  His 
hon.  mend  said  that  the  Admiralty  had 
no  lecturer  at  Greenwich  on  inter- 
national law.  If  that  were  so,  it  was 
a  gross  sin  asainst  custom  and  rule. 
He  himself  had  listened  to,  and  profited 
by  the  lectures  on  international  law 
from  the  late  learned  Professor  Bernard. 
He  did  not  think  his  hon.  friend  sincerely 
held  the  views  he  put  forth,  but  did  it 
more  to  plague  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty.  The  hon.  and  gallant  Gentle- 
man the  Member  for  Great  Yarmouth 
almost  captured  him  as  a  supporter  of  the 
idea  that  those  who  had  to  live  together 
should  be  educated  together  in  their 
youth.  But  naval  cadets  entered  the 
"  Britannia  "  at  fifteen  and  a  half  years, 
and  marine  cadets  up  to  the  age  of 
eighteen,  and  be  did  not  think  the 
scheme  would  work  well.  Besides,  there 
were  other  objections  and  difficulties ;  for 
instance,  as  regards  pay.  The  hon. 
Member  for  King's  Lynn  had  said  that 
half-a-dozen  naval  officers  could  not  be 


found  who  spoke  French  or  German.  It 
would  not  be  Parliamentary  to  make  bets ; 
but  he  would  wager  that  he  could  go  on 
board  any  of  Her  Majesty's  ships  and  find 
many  officers  who  spoke  French  with 
facility,  and  many  also  who  spoke  German. 
Why,  a  marine  officer,  who  had  a  facility 
for  languages,  went  to  Russia  to  study 
Russian,  and  afterwards  through  his 
personal  intervention  got  the  £150 
allowance  for  passing  in  that  language, 
and  he  was  now  in  the  Intelligence 
Department  of  the  Admiralty.  And  yet 
his  hon.  friend  had  the  charming  audacity 
to  say  that  the  Admiralty  did  nothing 
to  encourage  the  study  of  modem 
languages. 

♦Captain  PHILLPOTTS  said  there  was 
considerable  facility  for  educating  officers 
in  modern  languages,  and  when  they  got 
on  shore  they  could  make  their  wants 
known,  and,  what  was  more,  they  could 
get  what  they  wanted.  He  held  that  it 
was  by  no  means  necessary  for  naval 
officers  to  understand  Latin,  and  that 
they  could  pick  up  modern  languages 
without  a  knowledge  of  that  dead 
language.  But  he  held  still  more  firmly 
that  for  anyone  who  was  going  to  follow 
the  sea  as  a  profession  it  was  absolutely 
necessary  that  he  should  be  thoroughly 
conversant  with  mathematics.  He  would 
go  further  and  say  that  it  would  be  all 
the  better  if  a  boy  who  was  going 
to  enter  the  Navy  should  begin  his  study 
of  mathematics  as  soon  as  he  was 
weaned.  He  would  then  be  able  to  reduce 
everything  to  a  math^fknatical  basis. 
After  three  and  a  h^lf  years  trial 
very  few  boys  from  the  generally 
accepted  public  schools  had  passed 
into  the  "  Britannia."  This  matter  re- 
quired further  consideration  on  the  part 
of  the  Admiralty,  and  he  hoped  that 
his  right  hon.  friend  the  First  Lord 
would  see  whether  something  could  not 
be  done  to  attract  the  class  of  boys  most 
desirable  for  the  public  service. 

Sir  U.  KAY-SHUTTLEWORTH  said 
he  had  had  great  apprehension  as  to  what 
the  result  would  be  of  the  changes 
made  in  recent  years,  and  whether  in  the 
end  we  could  obtain  a  better  class  of  can- 
didates for  the  "Britannia"  by  raising 
the  i^e.  He  tried  to  keep  an  open  mind 
on  the  subject,  as  the  right  hon.  the  First 
Lord  had  also  pledged  himself  to  keep  an 
openmind,sothat,if  itwereproved  that  the 
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results  of  raising  the  age  were  not  such 
as  had  been  hoped,  a  change  would  be 
made.  He  would  like  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  to  give  the  Conunittee  some 
information  as  to  how  the  last  change 
had  worked,  and  what  proportion  of  the 
candidates  for  the  **  Britannia  "  came  from 
the  public  schools,  and  whether  a  de- 
creased or  an  increased  proportion  of 
candidates  for  naval  cadetships  passed 
through  the  hands  of  crammers.  He  was 
(|uite  sure  that'  the  desire  of  the  House 
was  that  they  should  adopt  as  far  as 
possible  a  wide  source  of  supply  for 
naval  officers,  and  that  they  should 
obtain  the  best  from  the  various  public 
schools,  and  so  save  little  boys  from  that 
process  of  exceptional  preparation  by 
cram,  which  they  knew  had  not  been 
productive  of  good  results.  He  would 
also  ask  when  it  was  expected  that  the 
new  system  of  a  college  on  shore  would 
be  in  working  order.  He  himself  viewed 
that  reform  with  very  great  hopes.  He 
gathered,  from  something  which  fell  from 
the  right  hon.  Oentleman  in  introducing 
the  Navy  Estimates,  that  he  looked  for- 
ward to  the  time  when  the  present  term 
of  education  in  the  "Britannia"  would 
be  replaced  by  a  longer  term.  He  knew 
the  nght  hon.  Grentleman  was  as  much  in 
earnest  as  anyone  in  the  endeavour 
to  combat  the  system  of  cram ;  but  he 
was  afraid  the  tendency  had  been  rather 
to  increase  cramming  during  the  time  the 
cadets  spent  on  board  the  "  Britannia." 

Mr.  GOSCHEN  said  he  hoped  that 
the  Naval  College  on  shore  would  be  in 
working  order  in  about  two  years.  In 
reference  to  the  disputed  question  of 
Latin,  he  himself  did  not  object  to  the 
boys  being  taught  Latin.  He  quite  dis- 
agreed with  his  hon.  friend  the  Member 
for  Torquay  that  the  boys  who  had  been 
reared  on  mathematics  from  their  very 
earliest  infancy  were  very  likely  to  turn 
out  the  best  naval  officers.  The  know- 
ledge of  mathematics  was  most  important, 
but  it  could  be  acquired  by  boys  at  a 
rather  later  age.  He  did  insist,  and  had 
always  insisted,  that  boys  coming  into 
the  "  Britannia  "  ought  to  have  a  general 
education.  They  ought  to  agree  upon 
that.  They  might  not  agree  as  to  the 
precise  proportions,  hut  they  should  agree 
that  it  was  necessary  to  have  boys  of 
aveFaeecultivation  andgeneral  knowledge. 
How  nest  to  get  them  was  a  difficult 
question.     The  Commissioners  had  tried 


over  and  over  again  to  decide  what  was 
the  right  examination  paper  for  them  ;  but 
notwithstanding  all  changes  in  the  mark- 
ing of  papers,  the  crammers  somehow 
"  got  round  "  the  Commissioners,  and  with 
the  connivance  of  the  parents,  who  were 
the  great  sinners,  succeeded  in  passing  in 
more  boys  than  he  should  wish.  He 
would  rather  that  parents  took  their 
chance  and  did  not  send  their  boys  to 
crammers.  It  was  a  very  difficult  matter 
with  which  to  deal.  He  wished  to 
impress  upon  parents  that  only 
one  boy  out  of  tnree  got  in,  and  if 
there  were  two  failures,  and  if  these 
failures  had  been  with  crammers,  they 
had  lost  a  certain  amount  of  their  time  in 
specialisation  at  the  crammer's.  His 
whole  anxiety  was  to  have  such  papers 
set  as  would  enable  the  average  boy  to 
get  in.  As  to  Latin,  Latin  was,  after  all, 
the  foundation  of  modern  languages.  f!^y 
knowing  Latin  he  himself  had  found  it 
easier  to  learn  Spanish.  It  would  be  the 
same  with  Italian  and  French.  A  know- 
ledge of  Latin  was  the  best  foundation, 
too,  for  grammar  and  style,  and  it  was 
most  important  that  naval  officers  should 
be  able  to  write  despatches  and  have  a 
general  cultivation.  Therefore  he  could 
not  hold  out  any  hope  of  abolishing  the 
Latin  paper. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES :  I  did  not 
in  the  least  suggest  that  the  Latin  paper 
should  be  suppressed,  but  I  think  it  has  too 
much  importance  attached  to  it  as  com- 
pared with  the  other  languages. 

Mr.  GOSCHEN:  You  would  give 
more  attention  to  the  daughter  languages 
than  to  the  mother.  We  give  more 
attention  to  the  mother  of  languages  than 
to  the  daughters. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWT.ES  :  I  prefer  the 
daughters. 

Mr.  GOSCHEN  said  that  the  hon. 
Member  was  mistaken  in  supposing  that 
so  few  officers  had  a  colloquial  knowledge 
of  French.  There  were  comparatively  few, 
perhaps,  who  had  a  perfect  knowledge  of 
the  langui^e,  but  there  were  many  who 
could  read  the  French  newspapers,  in 
which  excellent  professional  papers  ap- 
peared; and  he  was  anxious  for  every 
naval  officer  to  read  of  everything  that 
went  on  in  France.  As  to  other  languages 
progress  was  being  made,  but  was  there 
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ever  a  boy  who  learnt  French  thoroughly  '  by  the  First  Lord  of  the  Adtniralty  had 
at  any  school  in  the  United  Kingdom  1  been  absolutely  practical.  With  refer- 
As  to  the  shorter  term  on  the  "Britan-  ence  to  what  the  hon.  Member  who  had 
nia,"  boys  were  now  better  prepared  just  spoken  said  about  the  public  schools, 
before  they  entered,  and  had  already  he  would  ask  whether,  if  they  took  their 
learned  what  used  to  be  part  of  the  course,  minds  back  to  the  days  when  they  were 
As  to  whether  candidates  presented  attending  the  public  schools,  they  re- 
themselves  in  sufficient  numbers,  the  membered  how  little  of  foreign  Ian- 
number  diiring  the  last  year  had  been  guages  they  learned.  As  to  the  instruc- 
double  that  of  two  years  ago,  and  while  tion  of  naval  officers  afloat  in  modem 
there  were  180  vacancies  each  year,  the  times,  he  took  that  to  be  a  very  impor- 
number  of  candidates  for  them  was  540.  '  tant  point,  and  he  would  put  it  to  the 
With  reference  to  what  his  hon.  and  ^  more  practical  gentlemen  who  happened 
gallant  friend  (Sir  J.  Colomb)  had  said  as  '  to  be  Members  of  the  House,  and  who 
to  the  training  of  boys  for  the  Navy  and  had  served  with  the  Fleet  in  foreign 
for  the  Marines,  he  was  afraid  it  could  not  '  waters,  that  there  an  opportunity  came 
be  brought  about  without  a  revolution  in  for  the  study  of  langtiages  in 
of  the  entire  system.  It  would  be  ex-  the  places  where  they  were  spoken, 
tremely  awkward  if  at  the  end  of  the  \  The  instruction  of  naval  officers  afloat  in 
term  all  the  lads  wanted  to  be  naval  modern  languages  was  one  portion  of  the 
officers,  or  vice  versa,  scheme,  and  the  instruction  on  shore  was 

'  another,  and  he  agreed  entirely  with  the 

♦Sir  JOHN  COLOMB  said  that  would    First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty.     In  addition 

present  no  more  difficulty  than  was  found  |  to  that  they   had    heard    a    ^eat  deal 

now  when  they  wanted  to  be  gunnery   about  the  marines  in  modem  days.      He 

torpedo  or  navigating  officers.  wanted  to  know  how  it  came  to  pass  that 

I  there  had  been  a  reduction  in  the  money 
Mr.  GOSCHEN  said  he  suspected  his  I  paid  for  instmction  in  riding. 

hon.  and  gallant  friend  had  some  deep        ^^       MACARTNEY :    There    was    a 
scheme  m  favour  of  the   Marines.      He '        „  ,        r    a*        ;      4.4.     ^     ^ 

could     hold  out    no    hope  that  such    a   «°^*"^^  '^^^^^^  ^^  ^®^^^«  ^"  attendance, 
scheme  as  his  hon.  and  gallant  friend's        Resolution  agreed  to. 
could  be  adopted.   There  were  lectures  on  i  • 

international  law  given  at  Greenwich,  a        5.  j£66,900,  Scientific  Services, 
special  course  paid  for  by  fees.     The  sub- 
ject was  worthy  of  consideration  with  a  I    ♦Admiral  FIELD  regretted  that  the 
view  to  further  facilities  being  given  for  ;  Committee  had  to  vote  over  £14,000  for 
these  lectures.  the    Hydrographer  without    having  hU 

Report  before  them.  Had  the  Navy 
♦Captain  PHILLPOTTS  said  he  be-  \  received  any  application  from  the  Astro- 
lieved  a  certain  amount  of  Latin  was  a  \  nomer  Royal  or  any  other  astronomers 
very  good  thing,  but  he  did  not  think  it  •  for  the  loan  of  a  ship  to  enable  them  to 
shoula  be  made  an  important  part  of  the  1  observe  the  coming  eclipse  of  the  sun  on 
examination  for  the  Navy.  That  so  May  28,  wherever  totality  was  visible  t 
many  successful  candidates  came  from  the  ,  He  understood  that  an  application  had 
crammers,  and  other  than  the  great  1  been  made,  but  that  the  astronomers  had 
public  schools,  was  owing  to  the  vicious  '  been  "choked  off."  He  expressed  his 
system  of  competition  for  which  his  right  \  very  great  regret  that  the  application  had 
hon.  friend  was  not  responsible.  He  not  been  granted.  The  hon.  Member 
wished  it  were  possible  to  go  back  to  the  :  also  asked  whether  the  Admiralty  had 
old  system  of  nomination  and  a  high  ,  been  approached  about  assisting  an 
standard  of  quali^cation.  He  could  only  |  Antarctic  expedition.  He  hoped  they 
hope  that  the  system  that  had  been  !  would  do  anything  that  lay  in  their  power 
inaugurated  by  the  right  hon.  Gentle-  in  that  direction, 
man  would  be  a  success.  I 

♦Captain  PHILLPOTTS   asked    why 

Dr.  TANNER  said  it  was  seldom  he    there  had  been  a  reduction   in  the  Vote 

was  able  to  give  the  right  hon.  Gentle-   for  surveys  on  the  coast  of  England,  as 

man   his  blessing,   but  on   the    present    they  required  considerable  correction  and 

occasion  he  thought  what  had  been  said    revision. 

Mr.  Goschen. 
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Mr,  BUCHANAN  (Abeitieenshire,  E.) 
asked  whether  the  Admiralty  intended  to 
give  any  assistance  to  the  committee  of 
the  Royal  Society  who  were  now  en- 
deavouring to  organise  a  further  expedi- 
tion to  the  Antarctic  Sea.  A  former 
Member  of  the  House  (Sir  George  Newnes) 
had  organised  an  expedition  of  his  own, 
and  they  had  landed  on  one  of  the  islands 
in  the  Antarctic  Sea.  The  hon.  Member 
also  asked  whether  anything  was  being 
done  with  respect  to  the  hydrographical 
surveys  of  the  fresh  water  lakes  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland,  partially  undertaken 
some  years  ago.  It  had  been  agreed 
by  the  Royal  Society  in  England,  the 
Royal  Society  in  Scotland,  and  the  corre- 
sponding body  in  Ireland  from  time  to 
time  that  the  Admiralty  should  proceed 
with  the  hydrographical  surveys  and  have 
them  completea. 

Mr.  (K)SGHEN  said  the  point  raised 
by  his  hon.  friend  had  not  before  been 
under  his  attention.  The  work  to  be  done 
elsewhere  by  the  Hydrographical  Depart- 
ment was  so  great  and  so  pressing  that 
until  they  had  made  greater  progress 
with  the  survey  of  Australian  waters  and 
of  other  places  really  important  to  com- 
merce they  could  not  undertake  an  inland 
surv.ey.  With  reference  to  the  Antarctic 
expedition,  the  Admiralty  did  not  see 
their  way  to  undertake  an  expedition 
themselves,  because  it  would  take  away  a 
ship  and  a  number  of  officers  for  a  con- 
siderable time.  They  had  not  a  plethora 
of  officers,  and  they  could  not  spare  a 
number  of  able  officers,  because  some  of 
the  best  would  have  to  go  on  an  expedition 
of  that  kind.  They  had,  however,  offered 
to  give  any  information  that  had  been 
gathered  in  other  expeditions,  and  to  help 
in  the  selection  of  instruments.  He  did 
not  remember  that  any  suggestion  had 
been  brought  before  the  Admiralty  rela- 
tive to  the  eclipse,  but  he  would  make 
inquiries. 

Resolution  agreed  to. 

6.  £271,100,  Royal  Naval  Reserves. 

Commander  BETHELL  obsened  that 
recently  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty 
had  undertaken  to  introduce  certain 
reforms,  and  personally,  in  the  circum- 
stances, he  did  not  very  much  care  to 
enter  upon  a  discussion  of  the  Vote.  It 
seemed  only  reasonable  that  time  should 


be  allowed  for  what  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man had  undertaken  to  do. 

Resolution  agreed  to. 

7.  £3,004,700,  Naval  Armaments. 

*SiR  CHARLES  DILKE  said  a  doubt 
had  been  expressed  as  to  whether  we 
had  a  sufficient  reserve  of  big  guns  for 
the  Navy.  The  Government  could  not, 
he  thought,  be  pressed  to  give  full  infor- 
mation to  the  House  in  regard  to  the 
question  of  reserve  guns,  and  he  should 
like  also  to  add  that  he  did  not  believe 
that  in  regard  to  this  matter  we  were  in 
an  imfavourable  position  as  compared 
with  other  Powers.  He  was  not  complain- 
ing that  we  were  worse  off  than  other 
Powers,  but  he  wished  to  suggest  that  it 
might  be  of  great  advantage  to  ourselves 
in  the  event  of  war  if  we  kept  a  larger 
reserve  of  big  guns  than  any  of  the 
Powers  keep  at  present.  There 
was  likely  to  be  more  and  more 
target  practice,  and  the  repair  of 
guns  worn  in  target  practice  and  also  in 
war  was  a  comparatively  slow  matter. 
He  once  more  asked  the  Admiralty 
Board  to  bear  in  mind  the  essential 
necessity  of  having  a  very  large  stock 
of  guns.  There  had  been  a  very  full 
debate  in  the  French  Chamber  on  the 
question  of  guns,  and  a  gentleman,  an 
ironmaster,  \vho  was  an  authority  on  the 
subject,  had  in  that  debate  drawn  a  close 
comparison  between  the  equipment  of  the 
British  and  French  fleets  as  regards  ^ims. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  attached  the 
greatest  importance  to  the  statements 
made  by  that  ironmaster,  and  these  state- 
ments were  somewhat  alarming  to  our- 
selves in  regard  to  the  French  and  their 
guns.  We  had  learned  in  the  past  that 
the  French  were  remarkable  for  their 
large  guns.  It  was  one  of  the  points  on 
which  we  had'been  obliged  to*  admit  that 
they  were  superior  to  oiu'selves. 
Although  in  past  years  our  own  progress 
in  gun  making  had  been  very  great,  still 
the  statements  made  in  the  debate  in  the 
French  Chamber  in  regard  to  ourselves 
were  of  a  kind  which  certainly  caused 
some  anxiety.  It  was  stated  distinctly 
that  they  had  examined  into  the  arma- 
ments for  the  "  Resolute,"  the  "  Han- 
nibal," the  "  Jupiter,"  and  the  "  Mars," 
and  the  French  authorities  prided  them- 
selves that  our  guns  had  failed  at  their 
full'  charges,  and  therefore  all  the  reports 
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we  had  as  to  the  usefulness  of  these  new 
guns  were  of  a  most  alarming  nature.  Of 
course  they  could  not  in  that  House  solve 
such  questions  as  these.  They  were 
highly  technical,  and  all  they  could  do 
was  to  ask  the  Admiralty  whether  they 
felt  as  confident  in  the  performances  of 
the  guns  as  they  had  told  the  House  on 
former  occasions. 

Mr.  GOSCHEN  said  that  his  own 
impression  as  to  these  statements  was 
that  they  were  not  correct.  The  ques- 
tion of  superiority  in  guns  depended  on 
whether  more  importance  was  attached 
to  the  initial  velocity  or  to  the  velocity 
at  the  end  of  the  trajectory.  There  was 
no  doubt  that  the  French  were  very 
ingenious  in  all  questions  of  guns.  As 
regarded  the  resene  of  guns,  there  had 
always  been  a  regular  standard,  and  that 
standard  was  being  fully  maintained.  The 
attention  of  the  Admiralty  had  been 
called  to  the  experience  gained  by  the 
Naval  Brigade  in  South  Africa  as  to  the 
wear  of  guns,  and  he  was  engaged  in 
going  through  the  standard  of  reserves  in 
order  to  see  whether,  by  the  light  of  that 
experience,  it  was  up- to  the  mark,  or 
whether  a  higher  standard  ought  to  be 
introduced.  So  far  as  the  existing 
standards  were  concerned,  and  they  were 
considered  ample,  they  were  not  one  gun 
behind. 

♦Sir  CHARLES  DILKE  said  the  state- 
ment of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  was 
very  satisfactory  indeed  in  regard  to  the 
reserves.  In  the  recent  debate  in  the 
French  Chamber  the  figures  brought  out 
the  superiority  of  the  French  guns  over 
ours.  They  demonstrated  it  at  every 
period  of  the  shot. 

Mr.  GOSCHEN  thought  that  was 
doubtful.  The  figures  with  regard  to 
the  French  guns  to  which  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  had  referred  were,  he  believed, 
put  forward  rather  for  Parliamentary  pur- 
poses than  to  square  with  the  facts. 

♦Sir  JOHN  COLOMB  pointed  out  that 
the  naval  guns  used  in  South  Africa  were 
taken  from  ships.  He  would  like  to  know 
whether  there  was  a  reserve  of  guns  in 
that  station  to  replace  them. 

Mr,  GOSCHEN  said  there  was  a  re- 
serve of  guns  at  all  stations,  and  when 
ships  with  a  particular  kind  of  gun  left  a 

Sir  Charles  DUke, 


station  a  change  was  made  in  the  reserve. 
He  was  now  considering  whether  there 
should  not  be  a  central  resen'e  as  well  as 
the  station  reserves. 

Admiral  FIELD  said  they  were  told 
that  a  new  7^in.  gun  was  to  be  ordered 
on  trial.  If  the  trial  was  satisfactory 
they  would  have  to  get  money  for  fifty 
guns  of  that  kind.     In  regard  to  an   ex- 

Slosion  of  gun-cotton  some  time  ago,  the 
Ordnance  Committee  must  have  reported 
their  opinion  long  ago  as  to  the  cause  of 
that  explosion.  It  was  a  matter  affecting 
the  whole  of  our  magazines  and  every 
ship  in  the  service,  and  it  should  not  h& 
lightlv  passed  over.  The  Committee  had 
had  tkis  matter  before  them  long  enough,, 
and  it  was  time  they  had  the  Committee's 
report.  Was  anything  to  be  gained  by 
secrecy  in  the  matter  ?  It  was  a  matter 
known  to  the  whole  world,  and  surely  the 
public  should  be  reassured  upon  it. 

Mr.  GOSCHEN  replied  that  the 
Ordnance  Committee  were  making  ao 
examination  into  the  matter.  It  would 
be  unwise  to  form  impressions  before 
they  had  the  whole  information  before 
them  from  the  scientific  body  who  were 
inquiring  into  this. 

Resolution  agreed  to. 

8.  £271,200,  Miscellaneous  Effective 
Ser\'ices. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  propeeed^ 
"  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £267,100,  be 

granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  defray  the 
xpenses  of  the  Admiralty  Office,  Which 
wili  come  in  course  of  payment  during  the 
year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March, 
1901." 

Mr.  EDMUND  ROBERTSON  said 
this  was  the  only  Vote  on  which  the 
administration  of  the  Department  could 
be  discussed,  and  he  did  not  think  that 
could  conveniently  be  done  that  night. 
He  suggested  that  the  discussion  should  be 
postponed.  Considering  the  importance 
of  the  works,  and  that  many  of  them 
were  new,  and  that  many  developments 
must  have  taken  place  within  the  past 
twelve  months,  the  Admiralty  woiJd  lose 
nothing  if  they  allowed  the  Vote  to  be 
withdrawn  and  to  be  discussed  after 
Whitsuntide. 
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Mr.  GOSGHEN  accepted  the  sugges- 
tion. 

Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

9.  ;e786,700,  Half-Pay,  Reserved,  and 
Retired  Pay. 

Admiral  FIELD  asked  whether  any 
efforts  had  been  made  to  check  applica- 
tions for  the  commutation  of  retired  pay. 
Many  officers  had  been  ruined  by  putting 
their  money  into  speculative  ventures, 
and  some  of  them  had  ended  their  days 
in  the  workhouse.  He  wanted  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Admiralty  to  discourage  the 
practice  as  much  as  possible. 

Mr.  macartney  said  that  this  had 
l>een  done. 

Resolution  agreed  to. 

10.  £1,123,600,  Naval  and  Marine  Pen- 
sions, Gratuities,  and  Compassionate 
Allowances. 

*Mr.  KEARLEY  :  The  point  I  wish  to 
raise  is  whether  certain  naval  pensioners, 
under  contract  as  we  allege,  are  entitled 
to  certain  augmentations  on  reaching  the 
age  of  fifty-five  years.  I  propose  briefly 
to  trace  the  origin  of  the  arrangements 
which  led  up  to  this  understanding  being 
arrived  at.  In  1865  it  was  found  advis- 
able to  close  Greenwich  Hospital  for  in- 
pensioners.  A  contract  or  arrangement 
was  come  to  with  those  who  were  inhabit- 
ing Greenwich  Hospital  at  that  time  that 
in  lieu  of  enjoying  the  benefits  of  Green- 
wich as  in-pensioners  they  should  receive, 
on  attaining  the  age  of  fifty-five  an  aug- 
mentation of  5d.  per  day  of  their  pension, 
and  that  at  sixty-five  there  should  be 
another  augmentation  of  4d.  That  was 
confirmed  oy  a  circular  issued  by  the 
Admiralty  in  1868.  There  was  no  question 
of  limitation  of  numbers  until  1878,  when 
a  circular  was  issued  limiting  the  number 
to  7,500.  In  justification  of  this  coiu*se 
it  was  urged  that  the  funds  were  only 
sufficient  to  provide  augmentation  pen- 
sions for  that  number.  These  pensioners 
were  entitled  to  go  into  Greenwich 
Hospital  and  live  there  as  in-pensioners, 
and  the  basis  of  the  arrangement  was  that 
they  should  become  out-pensioners  and 
receive  these  augmentations.  There  is 
ample  reason  for  the  funds  being  insuffi- 
cient, but  the  cause  was  not  any  action  on 


the  part  of  the  pensioners,  but  on  the 
part  of  the  Government  in  deliberately 
misapplying  the  funds  and  taking  away 
from  the  hospital  funds  to  which  it  was 
justly  entitled.  As  to  the  breach  of  con- 
tract, on  the  last  occasion  upon  which 
this  matter  was  brought  forward,*  we 
alleged  that  the  men  had  been  confirmed 
in  their  belief  that  they  were  entitled  to 
these  pensions,  to  which  the  reply  of  the 
Civil  Lord  was  a  denial,  and  we  were  asked 
why  we  did  not  produce  a  recruiting  bill 
on  which  it  was  stated  that  these  augmen- 
tation pensions  would  be  paid  without 
limitation  of  numbers.  That  was  rather 
a  poser.  But  some  notice  was  taken  of 
the  debate,  and  the  hon.  Member  for 
Portsmouth  a  few  weeks  after  received  a 
communication  from  an  old  recruiting 
officer  living  in  retirement  at  Bristol 
stating  that  this  officer  had  himself  re- 
cruited a  large  number  for  the  marines, 
to  whom  he  had  promised,  on  the 
authority  of  the  Government,  that  they 
should  have  this  augmentation  at  fifty- 
five  years  of  age.  He  also  found  the  bill, 
a  copy  of  which  I  have  here,  in  which  it 
is  deliberately  stated  that  after  completing 
his  time  and  attaining  the  age  of  fifty-five 
years  the  recruit  should  receive  in  addi- 
tion to  his  pension  fivepence  per  day. 
This  bill  has  been  brought  to  the  attention 
of  the  Admiralty.  It  is  perfectly  possible 
for  them  to  repudiate  all  responsibility,  but 
that  will  not  dispose  of  the  question.  This 
recruiting  bill  may  not  be  a  legal  contract, 
but  it  certainly  forms  a  moral  contract, 
and  there  is  no  getting  away  from  the 
fact  that  throughout  the  Navy  there  is  a 
strenuous  belief  that  every  man  who 
joined  the  Navy  prior  to  1878  is  entitled 
to  this  augmentation.  There  was  a  Com- 
mittee appointed  in  1886  to  inquire  into 
the  practicability  of  a  scheme  that  had 
been  suggested  by  the  sailors  them- 
selves to  provide  for  their  widows  a 
pension.  Incidentally  this  question  of 
Greenwich  Hospital  cropped  up,  and  some 
of  the  Members  expressed  in  very  definite 
terms  their  opinion  as  to  this  belief  of  the 
men  to  which  I  have  referred.  One 
gentleman  observes — 

"Although  yoa  cannot  look  apon  these 
recruiting  placards  as  l^al  contracts  enforcible 
in  a  court  of  law,  they  are  moral  contracts." 

I  leave  the  matter  at  that.     A  far  greater 

*  See  discussion  on  this  Vote  on  the  24th 
June,  1898  (The  Pariianientary  Z>e6a/«« [Fourth 
Series],  Vol.  Ix.,  commencing  at  p.  99.) 
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claim  for  consideration  arises  in  the  fact 
that  the  funds  of  Greenwich  Hospital 
have  been  diverted  and  misapplied.  Those 
funds  are  really  the  property  of  seamen. 
By  several  Acts  of  Parliament  a  compul- 
sory levy  was  made  upon  all  seamen  of 
Her  Majesty*s  Fleet  of  6d.  per  month  in 
support  of  Greenwich  Hospital.  That 
levy  conmienced  as  far  back  as  the  reign 
of  William  HI.,  when  it  applied  to 
England  only.  The  Act  was  extended  in 
the  reign  of  Anne  and  made  to  apply  to 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland.  It  was  still 
further  extended  in  the  reign  of  George  II. 
and  made  to  apply  not  only  to  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland,  but  also  to  the 
Channel  Islands  and  the  American 
Colonies.  Every  sailor,  therefore,  in  the 
service  of  the  Crown  at  that  time,  whether 
he  liked  it  or  not,  had  to  contribute  6d. 
per  month  towards  the  funds  of  Green- 
wich Hospital.  In  1834  those  various 
Acts  were  repealed,  and  in  lieu  of  that 
compulsory  contribution  it  was  enacted 
that  there  should  be  an  annual  payment 
of  £20,000  a  year  from  the  Consolidated 
Fimd.  That  was  the  bargain.  It  was 
also  clearlv  laid  down  in  the  Act  of 
Parliament  that  that  £20,000  was  to  be 
as  it  were  a  debenture  to  be  paid  in 
perpetuity.  I  take  it  to  mean  that  it  was 
to  be  permanent  payment  to  Greenwich 
Hospital.  It  is  mentioned  here  in  the 
Act  of  18.'^4,  in  words  and  terms — 

"  It  is  highly  becoming  to  the  honour  and 
character  of  the  British  nation  that  these  sea- 
men at  (ireenwich  should  be  supported  accord- 
ing to  the  original  design." 

From  1834  to  1869  this  contribution  was 
regularly  paid,  but  in  the  latter  year  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  without  any 
legal  right  clipped  this  £20,000  down  to 
£4,000,  ceasing  to  pay  Greenwich  £16,000 
per  annum.  This  continued  imtil  1893. 
Therefore  I  maintain  that  the  Greenwich 
funds  were  plundered  out  of  the  amount 
of  £400,000.  In  1878  a  Seamen  Pen- 
sioners* Reserve  was  formed,  and  as  an 
inducement  for  the  men  to  join  they  were 
promised  an  augmentation  at  fifty  instead 
of  fifty-five.  The  Seamen  Pensioners' 
Reserve  Fund  was  established  for  the 
benefit  of  the  Navy,  and  it  was  maintained 
at  the  time  that  the  earlier  payment  of  the 
augmentation  should  be  a  charge  upon 
Naval  funds.  That  did  not  happen.  It 
was  made  a  charge  upon  Greenwich,  and 
continued  .so  from  1878  to  1892,  with  the 
result  that  there  was  diverted  from  the 
Greenwich  fund  a  sum  of  £60,000,  which 

Mr.  Kearley. 


ought  really  to  have  been  charged  on  the 
Naval  Votes  from  year  to  year.  Even 
that  is  not  all.  The  buildings  at  Green- 
wich, or  a  large  portion  of  Uiem, 
since  1865  have  been  utilised  as 
a  naval  college.  During  the  whole 
of  that  period  they  had  been  assessed 
at  no  less  a  sum  than  £8,500  a 
year,  but  from  1865  to  1893  the  Admi- 
ralty paid  to  Greenwich  the  insignificant 
rent  of  £100  per  year.  The  matter  was 
protested  against  again  ard  again,  but  it 
was  not  until  1893  that  the  Greenwich 
fund  succeeded  in  getting  a  just  rent  for 
the  buildings  which  wore  practically  taken 
away  from  them,  the  rent  in  that  year 
being  raised  to  £6,000.  This  £100 
instead  of  £6,000  was  paid  for  28  years, 
so  that  £165,200  has  to  be  added  to  the 
other  figures  I  have  given  the  Committee. 
It  is  not  a  question  to-night  of  asking  that 
these  financial  matters  should  be  put  right. 
They  have  already  been  put  right.  But 
no  restitution  has  been  made.  What  I 
argue  is  that  although  the  bon.  Gentle- 
man in  his  reply  may  say  that  there  wa*? 
no  contract  with  these  men,  and  that  the 
Admiralty  do  pay  as  liberally  as  the 
fmids  at  their  disposal  permit,  that  will 
not  cover  my  pcnnt  that  over  £600,000 
has  been  unjustly  taken  away  from 
Greenwich.  When  it  is  a  question  of 
paying  these  pensions  to  2,000  men,  and 
the  Government  have  deprived  Greenwich 
of  over  £600,000,  I  think  we  are 
justified  in  asking  that  restitution  should 
be  made  to  these  men.  These  men  are 
not  supplicants  for  the  charity  of  the 
Government;  this  restitution  is  their 
right ;  they  ask  it  in  return  for  services 
rendered.  I  hope  the  hon.  Crentleman 
will  see  his  way  to  undertake  that  the 
remainder  of  these  splendid  men,  who  have 
served  their  country  well,  shall  not  be 
longer  deprived  of  this  augmentation 
money. 

♦Caitain  PHILLPOTTS:  I  do  not 
wish  to  dispute  the  statements  of  the  hon. 
Gentleman  opposite,  but  I  must  say  that 
the  handbill  which  he  produces  does  not 
in  my  opinion  count  for  much.  If  he  had 
seen  the  handbills  that  I  have  seen  he 
would  know  that  in  the  old  days  promises 
were  made  which  never  could  be  fulfilled  ; 
in  fact,  the  handbills  for  the  manning  of 
the  ships  could  only  be  compared  with 
the  handbills  which  used  to  be  issued  by 
candidates  for  Parliamentary  honours. 
There  is  one  point  in  this  Vote  to  which 
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I  wish  to  call  attention,  and  that  is  the 
pensions  to  petty  officers,  seamen,  and 
marines.  There  is  a  widespread  feeling 
in  the  navy  that  chief  petty  officers  do 
not  get  their  full  due.  They  count  for 
pensions  only  at  the  same  rate  as  first- 
class  petty  officers,  while  the  chief  petty 
officer  has  very  much  greater  responsi- 
bility, and  I  think  they  are  worthy  of 
l>etter  consideration. 

♦Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN :  If 
my  hon.  and  gallant  friend  who  has  just 
spoken  will  permit  me,  I  will  not  at 
present  reply  to  the  point  he  has  raised, 
but  will  address  myself  to  the  matter 
referred  to  by  the  hon.  Member  opposite, 
which  I  think  merits  an  answer  to  itself. 
The  hon.  Member  did  not  tell  the  Com- 
mittee exactly  on  whose  behalf  he  made 
this  claim  for  an  increased  age  pension  as 
a  matter  of  right  on  reachnig  the  ages 
referred  to.  I  understood  his  argument 
to  be  that  every  seaman  and  marine  was 
so  entitled  on  account  of  the  recruiting 
bills  which  had  been  issued. 

Mr.  KEARLEY  :  I  cannot  charge  my 
memory  at  the  moment  as  to  whether 
marines  are  equally  entitled.  I  will 
satisfy  myself  by  giving  that  explanation. 
I  really  cannot  say  at  the  moment.  It  is 
good  enough  for  me  to  claim  it  on  behalf 
of  the  seamen  pensioners. 

♦Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN : 
That  is  what  I  want  to  know,  whether  it 
is  claimed  on  behalf  of  the  seamen  pen- 
sioners as  well  as  on  behalf  of  marine 
pensioners  on  account  of  the  recruitine 
bills.  That  is  one  basis  of  the  claim,  and 
the  other  basis  is  on  account  of  certain 
sums  not  having  been  paid  to  Greenwich 
Hospital  to  which  the  hon.  Gentleman 
thinks  that  charity  was  entitled.  As 
regards  these  sums  there  is  no  cause  of 
complaint  at  the  present  time.  The  com- 
plaint was  that  the  rent  paid  for  the 
buildings  occupied  by  the  Royal  Naval 
College  was  merely  nominal,  and  did  not 
represent  the  full  value.  At  present  and 
for  some  little  time  past  the  rent  has 
represented  the  full  value.  I  am  some- 
times inclined  to  wonuer  whether  the 
Admiralty,  if  they  had  foreseen  when  the 
college  was  first  established  that  they 
would  have  had  to  pay  so  large  a  rent 
for  the  buildings,  would  not  hava  acted 
more  wisely  and  prudently  in  securing 
buildings    elsewhere.      As    regards    the 


other  sum  which  the  hon.  Member 
alleges  was  diverted,  I  think  the  Com- 
mittee will  see  there  is  a  good  deal  to  be 
said  for  the  deduction  if  the  Report  of 
the  Select  Committee  on  this  particular 
question  is  read.  The  Committee  reported 
in  1892  that  naval  pensioners  when 
inmates  were  not  permitted  to  draw  their 
naval  life  pensions ;  the  pensions  were 
suspended.  There  was  thus  a  consider- 
able saving  to  the  Exchequer.  On  the 
closing  of  the  hospital  the  men  previously 
maintained  there  resumed  their  naval 
pensions,  a  corresponding  charge  being 
thereby  laid  upon  the  Exchequer.  In 
order  to  make  good  to  the  Exchequer  this 
additional  charge  it  was  decided  to  abate 
to  an  equivalent  extent  the  grant  of 
£20,000  to  the  hospital.  The  Committee 
went  on  to  say  that  for  this  course  there 
may  have  been  sufficient  excuse  at  the 
time  when  the  funds  of  the  hospital  were 
equal  to  the  claims  upon  them,  but  now 
that  the  funds,  owing  to  the  increasing 
demands,  are  insufficient,  the  Committee 
recommended  that  the  grant  should  be 
restored.  That  grant  was  restored  and 
has  been  paid  to  the  hospital  since  then. 

Mr.  KEARLEY  :  But  not  the  arrears. 

♦Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN  : 
When  Parliament  year  after  year  has 
approved  of  certain  payments  being 
stopped  or  other  payments  being  made, 
I  do  not  think  that  many  years  after- 
wards we  should  be  called  upon  to  revise 
those  decisions  simply  because  certain 
Members  to-day  are  not  satisfied  with  the 
decisions  of  the  House  of  Commons  of 
thirty  or  forty  years  ago.  If  the  hon. 
Member  desires  me  to  be  perfectly  frank,. 
I  do  not  think  the  pa3rment  of  these  age 
pensions  indiscriminately  to  every  man 
who  reaches  the  ace  of  fifty-five  or  sixty- 
five,  whether  he  be  in  need  or  not,  and 
no  matter  what  the  extent  of  the  pension 
to  which  he  is  entitled,  is  the  best  use  to- 
which  the  funds  of  this  grcivt  charity  can 
l)e  put.  But  I  do  admit,  in  view  of  the 
past  history  of  this  question,  that  it  is 
undesirable  to  lessen  the  amount  we  are 
now  paying ;  indeed,  I  would  be  glad  if 
larger  funds  were  available.  I  do  not, 
however,  consider  the  case  is  so  strong  as 
to  require  that  we  should  provide  fresh 
funds  when  the  funds  of  the  charity  are 
sufficient.  Then  comes  the  question  of 
the  recruiting  Bill.  It  was  contended 
two    years  ago  that    the    seamen    and 
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marines  of    the    Fleet  had  been  given 
to    understand    that     the    age    pension 


published.     Therefore  the  only  published 
information  was  that  the  number  should 


would  be  paid  as  a  right  to  every ,  be  limited  to  5,000.  The  hon.  Member 
man  who  reached  the  age  of  55,  with  an  \  has  produced  a  bill  on  which  he  bases 
augmentation  at  65,  and  that,  as  a  matter  ■  his  claim  that  all  men  who  entered  the 
of  fact,  no  limitation  of  numbers  had  been  service  prior  to  1878  are  entitled  to  this 
made  by  the  Admiralty  as  tiiistees  for  ,  pension.  What  is  the  bill  ?  It  is  a  bill 
Greenwich  Hospital  up  to  the  date  of  the  ;  issued  by  a  marine  recruiting  officer  at 
Fleet  circular  issued  in  1878,  which  did  ,  Bristol— his  own  composition,  I  presume, 
distinctlylimitthepensionstothenumber  I  not  submitted  to  the  Admiralty,  and,  I 
of  7,500.  That  is  not  so.  What  are  j  regret  to  say,  incorrect  in  many  of  its 
these  pensions  1  They  are  the  compensa- 1  details.  I  do  not  know  whether  the  hon. 
tion  given  to  the  seamen  and  marines  of '  Member  would  say  that  in  addition  to 
the  Fleet  for  the  closing  of  Greenwich  \  being  morally  bound  by  the  statement  in 
Hospital.  What  was  Greenwich  Hos-  ]  this  bill  that  these  pensions  would  be 
pital  1  The  hon.  Member  said  we  were  ;  given,  we  are  equally  bound  by  other 
bound  to  satisfy  all  these  men  who,  he  al-  i  statements  in  the  bill,  equally  incorrect, 
leged,  were  formerly  entitled  to  go  into  i  equally  unauthorised,  and  equally  in  con- 
Greenwich  Hospital  and  live  there.  The  |  tradiction  of  everything  the  Admiralty 
Charter  of  1694,  which  established  ever  themselves  published.  What  is  this 
Greenwich  Hospital,  expressly  declared  |  bill  1  This  bill  excludes  the  seamen,  and 
that  it  was  "  for  the  relief  and  support ;  deals  only  with  marines.  It  is  a  very 
of  seamen  serving  on  board  ships  or  \  significant  fact  that  whilst  these  age 
vessels  belonging  to  the  Royal  Navy,  pensions  were  offered  by  the  Admiralty 
who  by  reason  of  age,  wounds,  or  other  on  exactly  similar  terms  to  both  seamen 
disabilities,  should  be  incapable  of  further  j  and  marines,  the  Bristol  bill  contains  no 
service  at  sea  and  be  unable  to  maintain  \  such  promise,  the  promise  being  confined 
themselves."     I  call  the  attention  of  the    to  the  particular  bill  of  the  marines. 

Committee  to  that.     It  was  a  charity  in-        ^^^  KEARLEY  :  From  where  did  you 
tended  for  those  who  by  reason  of  these  ;  ^\^^^\^  ^^„^  \^\w  7 
various  causes  were   unable  to  maintain 


obtain  your  bill  ? 


themselves.  To  contend  that  because  ♦Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN: 
men  who  were  unable  to  maintain  them- 1  From  the  door  of  the  Bristol  re- 
selves    were    received     into    Greenwich  ^  cruiting  office.     When  the  hon.  Member 


Hospital,  therefore,  on  the  closing  of 
Greenwich  Hospital,  all  men,  whether 
able  to  maintain  themselves  or  not,  became 
entitled  to  an  augmented  pension,  is  a 
•contention  which  cannot  be  supported  by 


for  Portsmouth  was  good  enough 
to  inform  me  he  had  received  this  bill,  it 
was  my  first  duty  to  endeavour  to  ascer- 
tain exactly  how  the  bill  came  to  be 
published,  who  published  it,  and  so  on. 


any  logical  argument.  It  is  admitted  j  The  person  who  issued  the  bill  is  an  officer 
that  as  regards  any  seaman  or  marine  |  since  dead,  so  that  I  am  absolutely 
who  entered  service  after  1878  the  case  is  I  unable  to  explain  how  he  came  to  make 
clear,  because  in  that  year  the  pensions  1  these  inaccurate  statements.  We  found 
were  limited  to  7,500.  But  when  they  were  ;  that  one  marine  officer  thought  he  could 
first  established  they  were  limited.  The  recollect  some  such  bill  being  used.  But 
Committee  which  recommended  the  ,  in  any  case  it  is  admitted  that  no  one  who 
closing  of  Greenwich  Hospital  stated  |  came  into  the  service  after  1878  has  any 
in  their  Report  that —  1  title  to  an  age  pension,  because  in  1878  a 

"  it  will   be  equally   necessary  to  limit  the  .  Fleet  circular  was  issued  distinctly  stating 
number  of   extra   pensions   to   be   granted.  '  that  the  pensions  would  be  limited  to  7,500. 
Allowing  a  fair  margui.  wethink  that  pro-    ^Tiat  is  the  date  of  this  bill  1     I  do   not 
vision  should  be  made  for  5,000  extra  pensions,    i,„^„,    ^^„„4.i„   k^,„  i«»,«.   ,-4.  «,„„  :«    .,-« 
andweareofopinionthatthatnumb^Tshouldlp^^!^   «**c^ly   how>n§   it  was  in    i^ 


be  the  maximum  granted. 


but  it  certainly  was  not  m  use  until  1879. 
Mr.  KEARLEY :  How  do  you  ^x  the 


That  was  published  as  a  Parliamentary 

Paper  in  1865,  and  as  a  matter  of  fact  I  date  1 

from  1865  to  1869  the  Board  did  actually  | 

limit  the  number  of  pensions  to  5,000,      ♦Mr.   AUSTEN   CHAMBERLAIN  :    I 

and  the  number  was  ooly  extended  by  a   obtained  the  date  from  the  hon.  Member 

minute  of  the  Board   which   was  never '  for  Portsmouth. 

Mr,  Auden  Chambtrlain. 
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Mk.  KEARLEY:  It  is  not  dated.  Mk.   MENDL  :  A  more  extraoixlinarv 

storv  than  that  just  told  with  regard  to 

♦Mk.      AUSTEN      CHAMBERLAIN:    this*  bill  has  seldom  l>een  heard.       Two 

The  hon.  Member  for  Portsmouth   told    years  ago,  when  this  question  was  raised, 

me  that  his  informant  stated  it  was  used    the  Admiralty  denied  that  there  was  a 

between  the  years  1879  and  1883.  contract,  and  challenged  us  to  produce  a 

bill  issued  by  them  or  by  their  servants 

Mr.  KEARLEY  :  That  does  not  quite    which  would  have  encouraged  the  belief 

accord  with  my  information.  in  the  minds  of  anyone  eligible  for  these 

pensions  that  they  had  a  right  to  them. 
*Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN :  I  Thereupon  the  hon.  Member  for  Ports- 
cannot  decide  when  doctors  <iiffer.  But,  mouth  found  this  bill,  of  which  the  Civil 
in  any  case,  the  bill  was  only  printed  in  liord  has  made  so  light  to-night  on  the 
the  autumn  of  1877,  so  that  if  it  was  put  ground  that  it  was  issued  by  a  recruiting 
into  use  the  moment  it  was  printed  it  officer  for  whom  the  Admiralty  were  nol- 
could  only  have  been  in  use  for  a  few  responsible.  We  are  told  that  the 
weeks.  Admiralty  allowed  this  recruiting  officer 

to  have  his  own  bills  printed,  and  I  think 

Mr.  KEARLEY  :  How  do  you  know  it    that    does    leave   a   very   strong    moral 

was  printed  in  1877  ?  .      obligation  on  the  Admiralty  to  stand  by 

♦Mr.      AUSTEN    CHAMBERLAIN  :  i  ^^^  statements  in  that  bill.     It  may  be 

Because  I  incjuired  of  the  printers.  ^^'^  true  that  the  bill  does  not  give  the 

^  seamen  this  right  by  contract.     All    that 

Mk.   KEARLEY:  Was   it  printed  bv    *^^/>««"  contended  is  that  this    bill  is 
the  Admiralty  \  "     <^^  'deuce   that   the    Admiralty    or    their 

officers  had  held  out  to  the  men  who 
♦Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN  :  No.  ,  joined  the  Navy  the  anticipation  of  their 
It  was  printed  at  the  order  of  the  marine  being  entitled  to  this  augmentation  of 
recruiting  officer  at  Bristol,  without  any  pension  at  the  age  of  fifty-five.  We 
instructions  from  the  Admiralty  and  with-  must  not  lose  sight  of  the  very  small 
out  the  Admiralty  having  seen  it.  It  was  number  of  men  to  whom  this  applies, 
u  regrettable  practice  in  those  days  that  There  are  only  a})out  two  thousand  who 
the  recruiting  officers  were  allowed  to  '  are  now  depnved  of  the  pension  to  which 
publish  their  own  literature  without  su}>  |  they  think  they  have  a  right.  There  is  a 
mitting  it  to  the  Admiralty.  I  he  name  very  strong  ground  for  asking  the  Govern- 
of  the  printers  is  at  the  bottom  of  the  |  ment  to  look  into  this  matter  from  the 
bill,  and  they  were  good  enough  to  let  us  broad  standpoint  of  whether  it  would  not 
search  their  books,  and  we  found  that  the  he  in  the  interests  of  the  country  and  of 
order  was  given  in,  I  think,  October,  1877.  I  the  Navy  that  the  question  should  be  put 

right,  as  it  could  be  by  the  expenditure 
of  a  very  small  sum  of  money. 

Resolution  agreed  to. 

11.  i:343,500,     Civil     Pensions     and 
Gratuities. 


So  that,  to  put  it  as  high  as  possible,  the 
bill  can  only  apply  to  the  marines  in  the 
Bristol  district  who  entered  between  Octo- 
ber or  November,  1877,  and  the  issue  of 
the  Fleet  circular  in  1 878.  On  that  ground 
how  many  marines  do  the  Committee  sup- 
pose are  entitled  to  claim  this  pension  at 


Resolutions  to  be  reported. 


present  I      Not    a    single    marine    who        at  ^-  j         j  /^      ^-  , 

entered   at  that    time   has  yet   reached      -^-^^^'^"  °^^'  ^""^  Question  proposed, 
the  age  of  fifty-five ;  not  one  therefore 
would,   under  any    circumstances  what 


ever,    be    eligible   for  the  age   pension. 
I    therefore    think   the  Committee    will 


"  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £60,300,  be 
granted  to  Her  Majesty  to  defray  the 
expense  necessary  to  be  provided  for 
under  the  arrangement  made  between  the 


see  that   this   misconception   is  not  and    {"^P!^*  ^'^^  Australasian  Governments 

cannot  l>e  taken  as  a  ground  for  an  argu-  '  ^r'  .1    F«^"™  ^^  i^T'%  ^'^'    •'' 
^^«t  fKa*  «,....oa,v.  tS.o^.  ..f  K^^:^Z..  !  Australasian  waters,  which  will  come  in 


ment  that  successive  Boards  of  Admiralty 
have  been  guilty  of  breach  of  faith  with 
the  men  who  have  served  the  coimtry,  but 
that  we  in  distributing  an  even  larger  sum 
than  we  promised  have  fully  discharged 
our  obligations. 


course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending 
on  the  31st  day  of  March,  1901." 


Mr.  \VILLIAM  REDMOND  :  I  would 
like  to  ask  for  *3ome  statement  as  to  the 
position  of  the  Na\y  with  regard  to  the 
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Australian  colonies.  It  does  not  appear 
to  be  quite  clear  from  this  \V)te  how  much 
the  Australian  colonies  pay  for  the  pro- 
tection of  floating  trade  in  Australasian 
waters.  I  hold  the  opinion  that  the  sum 
paid  by  the  various  colonies  is  altogether 
inadequate  to  meet  the  justice  of  the 
case.  The  total  Naval  Estimates  for  this 
year  will  not  be  far  short  of  £30,000,000. 
Are  we  to  be  told  that  the  Australasian 
Governments,  representing  a  population 
much  greater  than  that  of  Ireland,  will 
oidy  pay  £126,000  towards  that  tremen- 
dous sum  ]  I  shoiUd  like  to  compare  that 
miserable  amount  with  the  enormous  con- 
tribution the  Irisli  people  will  have  to 
pay.  But  notwithstanding  the  great 
difference  between  the  amounts,  when  I 
asked  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  a  | 
few  days  ago  if  he  would  send  a  gunboat 
or  a  torpedo  boat  to  protect  the  fishermen 
of  Wexford  against  foreign  steam  trawlers 
I  was  told  it  could  not  be  done.  I  think 
the  time  has  arrived  when  there  ought  to 
be  some  readjustment  of  these  colonial 
contributions  towards  the  maintenance  of 
the  Imperial  Army  and  Navy. 

It  being  midnight,  the  Chairman  left 
the  Chair  to  make  his  Report  to  the 
House. 

Resolutions  to  l>e  reported  to-morrow. 

Committee  also  report  progress ;  to  sit 
again  to-morrow. 

COAL  MINES  (PROHIBITION  OF  CHILD 
LABOUR  UNDERGROUND)  BILL. 

*SiR  CHARLES  DILKE  asked  what 
course  the  Government  proposed  to  take 
with  regard  to  this  measure.  The  hon. 
Members  from  whom  some  objection  had 
been  expected  had  intimated  their  inten- 
tion of  not  opposing  the  Second  lieading, 
and  therefore  it  rested  with  the  Govern- 
ment to  say  what  coui'se  should  be  taken. 

TiiE  UNDER  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  i-x)R  THE  HOME  DEPART- 
MENT (Mr.  Jesse  Collin(;s,  Birming- 
ham, Bordesley)  was  understood  to  say 
that  he  would  make  inquiries  in  regard  to 
the  matter. 

Second  Reading  deferred  till  Thursday 
next. 


BUSINESS  OF  THE  HOUSE. 
On  the  motion  for  the  adjournment  of 
the  House, 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  In  moving  the 
adjournment   of   the    House    perhaps    1 

Mr.  JFillmm  Reihiunui. 


ought   to   make   a  very   brief  statement 
about   business.      The    Navy    Estimatets 
have  practically  gone   through   to-night, 
and,  as  the  House  knows,  to-morrow   id 
allocated  in  the  ordinary  course  to  Supply. 
In  order   to  meet  the  wishes  of  the  hon. 
Gentlemen  I  have  promised   not  to  take 
Civil  Service  Estimates  without  giving  a 
week's  notice.  Omng  to  the  indisposition 
of  my  hon.  friend  the  Under  Secretary 
of   State   for  War  I  am  unable  to  take 
Army  Estimates,  and  therefore  it  is  abso- 
lutely impossible  that   Estimates  shoukl 
occupy  our  time  to-morrow.     There  are 
some  small  Estimates  we  might  deal  with, 
such  as  have  been  left  over  from  to-night, 
and  the  Ordnance  Vote,  but  if  I  put  those 
down  first  it  would  make  to-morrow  count 
as  a  day   of  Supply,  which  it  certainly 
ought  not  to  do,  as  those  Estimates  could 
not  occupy  the  whole  of  the  evening.     I 
therefore   propose    to  take  Government 
Bills,  and  the  Bills  I  shall    put  down  will 
be  in  the  following  order:  First,  the  next 
stage   of  the   Police    Reservists   (Allow- 
ances) Bill ;  second.  Census  (Great  Britain) 
Bill ;  third,  Factories  and  Workshops  Bill, 
Second    Reading;    and    fourth,   Lunacy 
Board    (Scotland)    (Salaries,    etc.)    Bill. 
After  that  I  shall  put  down  the  Ordnance 
Vote   and   the  remaining   Votes   of  the 
Navy  Estimates. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  pointed  out  that 
the  Factories  and  Workshops  Bill  was 
only  issued  that  morning,  and  he  had 
quite  incidentally  discovered  that  it 
affected  the  whole  fishing  industry  of 
Scotland.  Surely  it  was  only  reasonable 
that  the  community  at  large  should  have 
some  opportunity  of  mastering  the  con- 
tents of  the  Bill  before  the  Second 
Reading. 

Mr.  galloway  (Manchester,  S.W.), 
Sir  WALTER  FOSTER  (Derbyshire, 
Ilkeston),  and  Sir  F.  S.  POWELL(Wiean) 
also  asked  that  longer  notice  should  be 
given. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  replied  that 
while  he  entirely  appreciated  tne  remarks 
of  hon.  Members,  it  had  to  be  borne  in 
mind  that  at  the  Second  Reading  stage 
only  the  broad  principles  of  the  Bill 
would  be  dealt  with.  He  would  put  the 
Bill  down  for  Friday,  and  he  hoped  hon. 
Members  would  endeavour  to  come  pre- 
pared to  discuss  those  broad  principles. 


Adjonmed  at  ten  minutes  after 
Twelve  of  llie  clock. 


465 


Prayers  for 
HOUSE    OF    LORDS. 

Fnday,  9th  March,  1900. 


{9  March  1900} 


the  Dead, 


466 


.     VISCOUNT  GORT. 

Petition  of  John  Gage  Prendergast, 
Viscount  Gort,  claiming  a  right  to  vote  at 
the  elections  of  representative  Peers  for 
Ireland ;  read,  and  referred  to  the  Lord 
Chancellor  to  consider  and  report  there- 
upon to  the  House. 
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GWYRFAl  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 
WATER  BILL  [H.L.J. 

The  Chairman  of  Committees  in- 
formed the  House  that  the  opposition  to 
the  Bill  was  withdrawn  :  The  Order  made 
on  the  27th  of  February  last  discharged, 
and  Bill  committed. 

SHEFFIELD  DISTRICT  RAILWAY  BILL 

[H.L.]. 

The  Chairman  of  CoMMirrEES  in- 
formed the  House  that  the  opposition  to 
the  Bill  was  withdrawn :  The  Order  made 
on  the  2nd  instant  discharged,  and  Bill 
committed. 

BIRMINGHAM  UNIVERSITY  BILL  [H.L.]. 
Committed. 

SOUTH-EASTERN  RAILWAY  BILL[h.l.] 

DUBLIN,   WICKLOW,    AND   WEXFORD 
RAILWAY  BILL  [H.L.]. 

Committed :  The  Committees  to  be 
proposed  by  the  Committee  of  Selection. 

EDINBURGH    DISTRICT     LUNACY 
BOARD  BILL  [H.L.]. 

EDINBURGH  CORPORATION  BILL  [h.l.] 

ROTHERHITHE    AND    RATCLIFF 
TUNNEL  BILL  [H.L.]. 

LONDON    SEA    WATER   SUPPLY    BILL 

[H.L.]. 

SUNDERLAND     CORPORATION      BILL 

[H.L.]. 

NORTH-EASTERN    RAILWAY    (STEAM 
VESSELS)  BILL  [H.L.]. 

NORTHEASTERN  RAILWAY  BILL  [h.l.]. 

Report  from  the  Committee  of  Selec- 
tion, That  the  Viscount  Falmouth  be 
[>ropo6ed  to  the  House  as  a  member  of 

VOL.  LXXX.       [Fourth  Seribsl^ 


the  Select  Committee  on  the  said  Bills  in 
the  place  of  the  Lord  Muncaster ;  read, 
and  agreed  to. 


HETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC, 


TRADE   REPORTS    (ANNUAL  SERIES). 
No.  2387.     Havre  and  District, 

BIRTHS.    MARRIAGES,  AND    DEATHS, 
AND  VACCINATION  (SCOTLAND). 

Forty -fifth    Annual     Report  by    the 

Registrar-General  in    Scotland,  for  the 

year     1899;    and    Thirty-fifth  Annual 
Report  on  Vaccination. 

Presented  (by  Command),  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  Table. 

LUNACY. 

Retupn  of  all  sums  received  by  the 
visitors  of  lunatics  for  travelling  expenses 
or  upon  any  other  account  from  the  1st 
January  to  the  31st  December,  1899. 

INEBRIATES  ACT,  1898. 

Regulations  for  certified  inebriate  refor- 
matories in  Scotland. 

Laid  before  the  House  (pursuant  to 
Act),  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table. 


PRAYERS  FOR  THE  DEAD. 

♦Lord  KINNAIRD  :  I  rise  to  ask  the 
Lord  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  whether 
any  precedent  can  be  found  since  the 
Reformation  Settlement  was  enacted  by 
the  passing  of  the  1st  Elizabeth,  Chapters 
1  and  2,  in  which  Prayers  for  the  Dead 
have  ever  been  introduced  "by  autho- 
rity "  into  any  special  services  put  forth 
by  any  of  the  Archbishops  of  Canterbury. 
I  do  not  propose  to  enter  into  any  his- 
torical or  toeological  discussion,  but  there 
are  many  people  throughout  the  country, 
including  Church  dignitaries,  whose  minds 
have  been  somewhat  excited  by  the  words 
put  into  the  form  of  intercession.  Within 
a  week  of  the  time  when  the  Bishops 
asked  that  this  year  might  not  be  one  in 
which  any  controversy  should  arise,  these 
words  appeared  which  some  of  us  regard 
as  an  innovation,  and  possibly  his  Grace 
the  Archbishop  may  say  something  to 
calm  the  fears  of  some  who  have  been 
surprised  and  pained  by  the  words  used. 

*The    Lord   Archbishop   of    CAN- 
TERBURY :  My  Lords,  I  cannot  answer 

T 
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the  noble  Lord's  question  in  detail ;  I !  praying  that  those  who  have  fallen  in  the 
have  not  been  able  to  look  through  all  I  true  faith  may  "  enter  with  us  into  that 
the  precedents,  and  the  number  of  prayers  |  rest  which  Thou  hast  prepared  for  those 
that  have  been  issued  by  the  authority  of  |  who  believe  in  Thee."  The  only  objec- 
the  Crown  is  too  great  to  make  it  possible  tion  I  have  ever  heard  made  to  tins  is  that 
without  a  very  great  deal  of  labour  to  i  when  they  have  entered  into  that  rest, 
find  out  exactly  whether  any  forms  of  when  once  they  have  passed  into  the 
prayer  have  been  previously  issued  in  '  hands  of  God,  it  is  impossible  that  they 
which  the  words  used  express  precisely  can  have  any  addition  to  their  happiness, 
the  same  thing  as  the  words  to  be  found  Well,  there  is  nothing  in  the  New  Testa- 
in  the  prayer  recently  put  forth.  I  hold  ment  that  implies  that  the  happiness  is 
in  my  hand,  however,  two  documents  of    always  exactly  the  same,  and  that  there 


the  same  character — that  is  to  say,  forms 
of  this  kind.     One  of  them  is  a  "  form  of 


is  no  possibility  of  increase ;   but  there  is 
in  the  New  Testament  sufficient  to  lead 


prayer  and  thanksgiving  to  Almighty  i  us  to  the  belief  that,  at  any  rate,  there  is 
God  to  be  used  in  all  churches  and  one  thing  that  can  increase  their  happiness 
chapels  for  general  thanksgiving  for  many  — that  is,  that  they  should  be  reunited 
and  signal  victories  which  Divine  Provid-  ^  with  those  whom  they  loved  on  earth, 
ence  has  vouchsafed  to  his  Majesty  in  the  and  so  the  prayer  is  not  simply  that  they 
course  of  the  war."  The  date  of  this  is  j  may  enter  into  rest,  but  that  they  with 
1797,  and  in  that  form  I  find  words  that '  us  may  enter  into  rest,  and  the  idea  of 
come  very  near  indeed  to  the  language —  i  reunion  with  those  whom  they  loved 
it  would  be  impossible  to  draw  a  distinc-  here  is  the  very  essence  of  the 
tion  between  them — in  the  prayer  which  petition.  I  do  not  suppose  there 
has  been  lately  issued.  I  will  just  read  ]  is  any  Christian  who  will  hesitate  to 
the  words  that  your  Lordships  may  know  say  that  happiness  will  certainly  be  in- 
what  the  words  are  to  which  I  refer.  In  creased  by  the  reunion  of  those  who 
the  form  of  prayer  set  forth  for  use  on  ,  really  loved  one  another.  The  idea  which 
December  19,  1797,  these  words  occur —    is  very  often   expressed  that  those  who 

"And  for  those  whom  in  this  righteous  !  ^^^^^PPy^.f^  "«  addition  at  all  would 
cause  Thy  Providence  permits  to  fall,  receive  ,  iniply  that  it  is  a  matter  of  indifference 
we  pray  Thee  their  souls  to  Thy  mercy."  to   them    whether    the    loved    ones  left 

rri.    .  •        J   •     ^u  1  behind  did  or  did  not  join  them.     This 

That  prayer  was  lasued  in  the  usual  way  expresses  no  such  idea,  but  a  pre- 

on  the  date  I  have  mentioned,  and  again    ^jj     ^^^:^^  idea-that  they  with  us 

in  the  same  manner  a  year  later — on  29th    _«„  i,„,fT4.L„^  ««^„«.  ui^cc,;.,^  ;^  r.r.^^^^ 
XT         u      1  ^Ao      rr«i_*'  1  I  may  nave  that  sjreat  blessmfij  in  common. 

November,  1798.     These  words  come  as    n^'l^„„„«  t«^  ««.o,.^  *!>«♦  ^^o^^^o^^,.  fk 

'    ,  .  ,,  L      ^i.    p  vJi  course,  lam  aware  that  prayers  lor  the 

near  as  anything  can  well  come  when  the  ,  ^^  ^^^  '^^^  ^^^^^  i„  the  Church  of 

words  are   not  identical,  to   the  prayer    j.     .^„j  ^„^  ^^^^  ^^^^  ^^^  ^^ 

lately  issued  though  the  words  take  a  ^^^^  ^^^  altogether  from  the  oniinan- 
somewhat  different  Torm-  I  ^^^.^^^  ^^^^    nevertheless,  it    is    quite 

"  And  for  all  those  who  have  fallen,  that  they  |  certain  that  the  law  has  decided  that  such 
with  08  may  enter  into  that  rest  which  Thou  prayers  are  not  outside  the  limits  of  the 
bast  prepared  for  those  who  believe  in  Thee.'     ,  ^J    ^y^  ^^^^  y^  ^^^  ^^^^^  ^^^,^ 

If  you  take  this  to  pieces,  the  "  rest "  i  before  the  regular  Court,  and  that  settle- 
which  is  here  spoken  of  is  that  rest  to  ,  ment  has  been  acquiesced  in  ever  since  it 
which  all  those  who  fall  in  the  faith  of  was  arrived  at,  now  more  than  sixtv 
Christ  will  be  brought  at  the  final  change  '  years  ago.  Moreover,  that  settlement 
which  is  to  pass  over  every  one  of  us  at  is  based  on  the  same  principle 
the  Resurrection  Day.  What  is  to  hap-  [  as  that  which  imderlios  the  well- 
pen  after  our  death  and  before  resurrec-  known  decision  in  the  case  of  Mr. 
tion  is  not  known  distinctly ;   it  is  not    Bennett.      There   the  judges  refused  to 


anywhere  told  us  in  the  New  Testament. 
We  really  do  not  know,  but  we  do  receive 
some  idea  that  those  who  have  followed 
the  true  faith  are  during  that  interval  to 
have  happiness  so  far  that  they  are  in  the 


condemn  Mr.  Bennett  on  the  ground  that 
the  doctrine  he  taught  was  not  prohibited 
by  the  Church  of  England.  The  principle 
of  the  law  is,  therefore,  accepted.  The 
law  itself  and  the  rule  of  the  law  which 


presence  of  God,  but  are  still  waiting  for  is  laid  down  by  the  Court  of  Arches  in 
that  great  change  which  will  come  to  all.  i  regard  to  prayers  for  the  dead  leave  the 
The  prayer  looks  forward  to  that  time,  }  matter  in  this  position — that  there  is  no 
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prohibition,  and  that  it  is  quite  open  to 
members  of  the  Church  of   England   to 
pray  for  the  dead.     Of  course,  those  who 
are  under  the  canons  have  made  a  promise 
that  they  will  keep  within  the  limits  of 
the  Prayer-book,  and  therefore  they  can- 
not without  further  authority  offer  any 
such    prayer,   because    the    Prayer-book 
does    not    contain    any   prayer  directly 
prajring    for    the    dead,   and    only  con- 
tains  prayers  which   pray  for  the  dead 
indirectly.     The  reason  why  the  Church 
of    England   struck   out   direct    prayers 
for     the    dead    is   clear   from    the    cir- 
cumstances   of    the    Reformation.       At 
that     time      prayers      for     the     dead 
were    almost     entirely    taken    up    with 
prayers  for  souls  in  purgatory,  and  these 
prayers  for  souls  in   purgatory  were  the 
source  of  very  scandalous  abuses,  abuses 
which  first  caused  Luther  to  protest  against 
the  doctrines  of  the  Church  of  Rome.    The 
Church  of  England  has  directly  declared 
that  the  doctrine  of  purgatory,  of  pardons, 
of   adoration  and   invocation  of  saints  is 
vain  and  fond  and  contrary  to  the  law  of 
God,  and  in  so  far  as  any  prayer  indicates 
approach  to  anything  of  that  kind,  that 
prayer  is  unquestionably  inconsistent  with 
the  teaching  of  the  Church  of  England. 
At  that  time  it  was  very  difficult  to  draw 
any  line,  and  the  Church  took  the  course 
of  striking  out  all  prayers  that  could  pos- 
sibly be  abused  without  any  reference  to 
the  question  whether  or  not  they  would 
l>e  abused.      But  the  Church  did  not  in 
any   way   whatever  forbid    the    use    of 
prayers  for  the  dead,  which  it  could  very 
easily  have  done,  and  in  the  22nd  Article 
the  Church  could  have  excluded  prayers 
for  the  dead  altogether.     But  the  Church 
did  not  do  that,  and  when  the  judges  had 
to  decide  whether  or  not  such  prayers 
were  excluded,   they  decided    distinctly 
that  they  were  not  excluded.  At  this  time 
there  is  great  and  special  occasion ;  it  is  a 
time  when  there  are  hundreds  of  sorrow- 
ing souls   very  anxious  about  relations 
engaged  in  the   war    in   South    Africa. 
They  have  been  praying  for  their  loved 
ones  out  there,  and  they  feel  it  is   hard 
that  they  may  not  have  the  comfort  of 
praying  for  those  who  have  fallen  when 
they  know,  as  a  great  many  of  them  do 
know,  that  prayers  for  the  dead  are  not 
forbidden.     At  such  a  time  as  this  it  is 
right  that  we  should  practise  toleration, 
and  where  the  Church  has  said  there  shall 
be   liberty,   there   should  be   liberty  for 
those  who  wish  to  use  it.     As  no  doubt 


your  Lordships  know,  five  different  forms 
of  prayer  are  appointed  for  use,  and  no 
clergyman  is  tied  down  to  the  use  of  any 
particular  one.     He  may  choose  any  one 
of  the  five,  and  this  particular  prayer  is 
only  one  of  the  five.     Therefore  it  is  in 
no  way  whatever  a  burden  on  the  con- 
science of  the  clergy,  and  it  gives  that 
great  consolation    to    very    many    who 
are      feeling      deeply     at     this     time, 
that,     without     any     hindrance     from 
rules  of  the  Church,  they  are  allowed  to 
pray,  and  join  others  in  praying,  for  those 
whom    they    have  lost ;  at  any  rate,  to 
pray  that  the  day  of  their  final  rest  shall 
be  in  participation  and  renewal  of  their 
old  affections.     If  it  is  said  that,  having 
got  to  their  final  rest,  they  want  nothing 
more,  I  think  that  only  shows  the  want 
of  serious  reflection.     We  are   not  told 
anywhere  that  the  blessedness  of  Heaven 
is  exactly  the  same  for  everyone,  or  that 
when  once  it  has  been  given  it  cannot  be 
increased.     We  are  distinctly  led  to  be- 
lieve that  those  who  are  gone  away  do 
not  lose  their  affection  for  us  who  have 
yet  to  follow.     For  that  reason  I  think  it 
was  right  to  ^\q  them  an  opportunity  of 
expressing   their  feelings   in  public  wor- 
ship.    The  prayer  has  been  issued  in  the 
ordinary  way.     The   question    has  been 
raised  whether  the  Privy  Council  has  any 
right  to  issue  such  prayers  at  all.     But 
that    is    a    matter    with   which    I  have 
nothing  to  do.     The  power  has  been  used 
for  a  considerable  time,  and  it  has  always 
been    treated    as    a  power  that  resided 
in  the   Crown   and   the    Privy  Council. 
I      am      not      at      all     concerned      in 
that     question,    which     could     only    be 
decided     by      the     courts     of     law.      I 
am    not    concerned    with   the    question 
whether  such  prayers  are  issued  by  lawful 
authority  or  not.      At  present  they  are 
issued  as  having  lawful    authority,  and 
therefore   they   are    taken     as    lawfully 
issued,  and  I  do  not  see  how  else  we  can 
treat  them.     There  is  one  more  thing  I 
should  say,  and  that  is  that  we  have  lately 
spoken  decidedly  on  this  matter,  and  told 
the  clergy  in  various  ways  that  they  must 
not  use  such  prayers.     Why   must  they 
not  ?    Not  because  they  are  not  lawful, 
for  the  law  has  decided   that  they  are, 
but  because  they  have  promised  to  use  the 
prayers  of  the  prayer-book,  and  having 
made  that  promise  they  are  not  allowed 
to  go  outside  it  unless  they  have  lawful 
authority,   and  that  lawfid  authority   is 
given  for  this  occasion.      I  cannot  help 
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feeling  that  of  all  things  we  need  at  this 
time  we  most  need  absolute  toleration  of 
all  that  comes  within  the  law  of  the 
Church,  and  we  ought  to  show  in  dealing 
with  the  Church  that  we  have  no  inten- 
tion whatever  of  narrowing  its  limits  or 
shutting  out  from  any  liberty  which  the 
Church  has  granted  the  desires  of  those 
who  feel  the  need  of  using  such  liberty. 

♦The  Earl  of  PORTSMOUTH  :    My 
Lords,  I  cannot  refrain  from  making  some 
comment  on  the  language  the  most  reverend 
Prelate  has  l>een  using.     He  has  not  been 
able  to  bring  before  your  Lordships  any 
precedent  since  the  Reformation  Settle- 
ment in  which  prayers  for  the  dead  have 
ever    been    introduced    "  by   authority." 
The  most  reverend    Prelate    constantly 
spoke  of  what  he  was  pleased  to  describe 
as  the  law  of  the  Church.      I   entirely 
dissent  from  him  in  that  phrase.      There 
is  no  law  of  the  Church  distinct  from  the 
law  of  the  land,  and  the  reason  there  is  a 
strong  feeling  upon  this  question  is  not 
that  this  particular  form  of  prayer  is  in 
itself  so  very  objectionable,  but  that  it 
admits  a  principle  which  is  of  a  very  far- 
reaching  character.      The  most  reverend 
Prelate  says  the  clergy  are  bound  to  use 
no  prayers   except  those  permitted  and 
retained  in  the  Book  of  Common  Prayer, 
except  that  other  prayers  from  time  to 
time  may  be  agreed  to  by  authority.     At 
the  same  time  he  admits  that  it  is  not 
at  all    clear   as   to    the  legal  authority 
upon  which  this  prayer  was  issued.     The 
authorities   practically    who   issued    this 
prayer  were  the  two  Archbishops  and  my 
noble  friend  the  Lord  President  of  the 
Council.      It    would  be  a  very   serious 
matter  if  the  principles  of  the  Church  of 
England  could   be,  from  time   to   time, 
undermined     by    a    process    by     which 
practically  the  two  Archbishops,  at  any 
time,  could  introduce  any  special  forms  i 
of  prayer  they  desired.     The  objection  to 
this  particular  prayer   in   the   minds   of 
people  in  the  country  is  precisely  that 
which  existed  at  the  time  of  the  Reforma- 
tion.     "  Black  Masses  "  now  take  place 
in  a  great  number  of  Churches  of   the 
Church    of    England,    and  the   Bishops 
either  cannot    or  will   not  exercise  any 
authority  at  all  in  these  matters  over  the 
clergy ;   and    it    is   perfectly   clear  that 
when  a  prayer  of  this  kind  is  introduced 
it   will  be  used  by  clergymen   who  are 
opposed  to  the  principles  of  the  Reforma- 
tion   as  an  extenuation  and  defence   of 

Tlie  Lard  ArchbvJwp  of  Canterbury. 


the  practices  they  are  carrying  on. 
This  is  not  merely  an  academical 
question,  because,  unfortunately,  there 
are  in  many  dioceses  principles 
being  introduced  which  are  antagonistic 
to  the  Reformation.  In  one  diocese,  for 
instance — the  diocese  of  St.  Albans— the 
study  of  a  book  called  "Wakeman's 
History  of  the  Church  of  England"  is 
made  obligatory  on  candidates  for  holy 
orders.  What  is  the  teaching  of  this 
book?  I  do  not  wish  to  trespass  long 
upon  your  Lordships'  time,  but  I  will 
read  a  few  extracts  from  it  to  show  what 
is  going  on  in  the  Church  of  England 
under  the  sanction  and  control  of  certain 
Bishops — 

"The  vast  majority  of  those  who  suffered 
(in  Mary's  reign)  were  not  people  even  of  reli- 
gious influence  ;  they  were  illiterate  fanatic**.** 

Again — 

^'  That  the  State  should  send  the  cL^rgt"  to 
prison  for  refusing  to  acknowledge  its  right 
to  enforce  the  decisions  of  its  own  courts  upon 
them  in  matters  of  faith  and  worship,  wliich 
no  one  believed  to  be  good  law,  soon  l>ecaiue 
an  unbearable  scandal. 

Then  again — 

**The  training  of  souls  in  confession  \\fs» 
taken  a  recognif^  place  among  the  duties  of 
the  priesthood." 

"  From  the  point  of  view  of  history  the 
Church  revival  of  the  present  century  is 
seen  to  be  nothing  more  than  the  complete  re> 
action  against  the  Protestant  movement  of  the 
sixteenth  century." 

The  point  which  has  been  raised  by  my 
noble  friend  (Lord  Kiimaird)  is  not  a  large 
one  in  itself,  but  it  is  an  important  one  as 
relating  to  what  is  going  on  and  being 
taught  in  the  Church  of  England.  It  i* 
a  matter  of  grea^  regret  when  there  is  a 
feeling,  whicn  it  is  impossible  to  exagge- 
rate, in  the  north  of  England,  that  prayers 
should  have  been  introduced  under  the 
moral  authority  of  the  two  Archbishops 
which,  even  supposing  they  are  within  the 
law,  are  certainly  novel  in  principle,  and 
give  rise  to  grave  suspicions,  ana  will,  I 
fear,  be  made  use  of  by  the  very  men  who 
are  endeavouring  to  undermine  the  Pro- 
testant character  of  the  Reformation 
settlement. 


PUBLIC  LIBRARIES  BILL  [H.L.]. 
[Second  Reading.] 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Second  Read- 
ing read. 

*LoRD   WINDSOR :     In  asking    your 
Lordships  to  read  this  Bill  a  second  time 
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I  need  only  make  one  or  two  explanatory  I  alterations  have  to    be  made  in    Corn- 
observations.     The  Bill  is  introduced  this  I  mittee. 
year  in  exactly  the  same  form  as  it  left 


the  House  last  session.*  The  Bill  was 
read  a  third  time  by  your  Lordships,  but^ 
owing  to  the  late  period  at  which  it  got 
through  the  Committee  stage,  I  withdrew 
it,  as  it  was  absolutely  impossible  to  get 
the  Bill  through  the  House  of  Commons. 
Certain  alterations  were  made  in  the  Bill 
at  the  instance  of  the  Local  Government 
Board,  and  I  trust  that,  in  re-introducing 
it  again  in  the  same  form  as  it  left  the 
House  last  session,  the  opposition  enter- 
tained by  the  Local  Grovernment  Board 
will  no  longer  exist.  The  object  of  the 
Bill  is  really  not  to  widen  the  operation 
of  the  Public  Libraries  Actg,  but  to 
make  the  Acts  of  1892  and  1893 
more  workable  and  more  efficient. 
It      is     said     that     these     Bills     are 


Lord  HARRIS :  The  Local  Government 
Board  have  no  objection  to  the  Bill  being 
read  a  second  time.  The  noble  Lord  in 
charge  of  the  Bill  made  certain  alterations 
in  it  last  year  which  met  the  views  of  the 
Local  Government  Board.  That  authority, 
however,  have  objections  to  make  to 
some  of  the  details  of  the  Bill,  but  these 
can  be  made  in  •Committee. 

The  lord  CHANCELLOR  (The 
Earl  of  Halsbury)  :  Clause  1 1  contains 
one  of  those  problems  to  which  I  have  a 
strong  objection.  It  leaves  to  the  dis- 
cretion of  the  learned  judge  the  question 
whether  the  action  shall  be  allowed  to 
proceed  or  not,  but  it  does  not  indicate 
the  principle  that  is  to  guide  him.  I  do 
only  a  method  of  raising  the  rates  for  the  not  oppose  the  Second  Reading  of  the 
purpose  of  enabling  i(Be  people  to  read    Bill,  but  I  mention  this  matter  so  that 


novels  and  light  literature,  but  I  venture 
to  submit  that  an  objection  of  that  sort  is 


tion  to  the  Bill. 

Bill  read  2»  (according  to  order),  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole 
House. 


not  valid  as  against  this  Bill,  and  ought   appears  to  me  to  be  the  principal  objec- 

to    have    been    made   when  the  Public     '  '     ^*" 

Libraries  Acts  were  passed.      As  the  law 

at  present  stands,  there  is  no  qualification 

or  disqualification  mentioned  for  a  library 

commissioner,  and  Clause  2  of  this  Bill 

proposes  to  supply   that    deficiency  by 

providing    that    the    qualification    of    a 

library  commissioner  shall  be  the  same 

as  the  qualification  of  a  parish  councillor. 

At   present  two  urban  authorities  may 

agree   together  to  build  and  keep  up  a 

public  library,  and  two  or  more   parish 

authorities  may  agree  together  to  do  the 

same  thing ;  but  there  is  no  provision  to 

enable  a  parish  authority  to  agree  with 

an  urban  authority  to  build  and  maintain 

a  public  library.     Clause  4  will  remedy 

this    deficiency,    and     enable    a    parish 

authority  and  an  urban  authority  k)  act 

together.       This    will     tend    rather    to 

economy  than  to  an  increase  in  the  rates. 

Clause  11  relieves  the  library  authorities 

from  the  danger  of  an  action  in  the  event  of 

a  book  being  left  on  their  shelves  which 

contains  libellous  matter,  provided  that 

reasonable  diligence  is  exercised.     I  trust 

that  no  objection  will  be  raised  by  the 

Local  Government  Board  to  t  e  Second 

Beading  of  this  Bill,  even  if  certain  small 


•  See  The  ParliawerUari/  Debafejt,  Fourth 
Serien:  First  ReaclioK,  March  23,  1890,  Vol. 
Ixix.,  page  65 ;  Second  Reading,  July  25,  Vol. 
Ixxv.,  page  192 ;  Committee,  JnTy  31,  page  872; 
Report,  August  3,  page  1,232. 


the  noble  Lord  can  consider  it  between 
now    and  the    Committee   sta^e,   as    it 


DELAGOA    BAY    RAILWAY 
ARBITRATION. 

Lord  WENLOCK  :  My  Lords,  I  beg 
to  ask  Her  Majesty's  Government  whether 
it  is  the  fact  that  the  International 
arbitration  in  relation  to  the  Delagoa  Bay 
Railway  undertaken  by  the  Berne 
Tribunal  has  now  been  proceeding  for  up- 
wards of  nine  years,  and,  if  so,  what 
steps  they  have  taken  to  impress  upon 
the  court  the  obligation  of  giving  their 
decision,  seeing  that  the  case  was  finally 
closed  as  long  ago  as  April  last,  and  that 
judgment  was  promised  in  October,  1899, 
again  in  January,  1900,  and  has  not  yet 
been  issued ;  and  if  Her  Majesty^s 
Government  will  state  whether  they  are 
prepared  to  join  with  the  Government  of 
the  United  States  of  America  in  pressing 
for  an  immediate  award.  In  putting 
this  question  to  the  Government  I  do  not 
propose  to  go  at  any  length  into  the  com- 
plicated proceedings  which  led  up  to  the 
appointment  of  the  international  tribunal, 
but  I  cannot  help  thinking  that  this  is  a 
matter  of  sufficient  public  importance  to 
bring  before  the  notice  of  your  Lordships' 
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House.  I  think  your  Lordships  will '  true  that  we  have  in  years  past,  again  and 
agree  that  those  whose  interests  are  at ,  again,  under  various  Governments,  tried 
stake  have  every  cause  to  complain  of  the  I  what  unofficial  representation  could  do  to 
delay  which  has  taken  place  in  regard  to  induce  greater  rapidity  of  action.  I  am 
the  decision  of  their  case.  I  am  given  to  '  informed  that  the  tribunal  entireh^ 
understand  that  they  have— and  not  with- '  declines  to  admit  that  it  is  responsible 
out  reason— denounced  the  delay  which  '  for  this  delay.  The  president  says,  I  am 
has.  taken  place  as  a  grave  public  scandal,  told,  that  if  there  is  undue  delay  it  is  the 
We  have  heard  a  great  deaf  of  the  advan- 1  fault,  not  of  the  tribunal,  but  of  the 
tages  and  benefits  to  be  derived  from  parties.  That  being  the  state  of  the 
international  arbitration,  but  I  think  the  case,  I  frankly  admit  that  our  chance  of 
most  ardent  advocates  of  that  system  will  taking  any  action  which  would  effect  the 
have  reason  to  pause  in  their  bestowal  of  object  the  noble  Lord  has  in  view  is  ver}^ 
praise  on  this  mode  of  procedure  after  small.  I  quite  concur  with  him  that  it 
witnessing  what  has  occurred  in  this  is  unfortunate,  not  only  in  its  bearing  on 
particular  case.  The  matter  referred  to  the  fortunes  of  the  litigants,  but  also  in 
the  Berne  tribunal  was  not  very  difficult  I  the  discredit  that  it  reflects  on  the  value 
of  solution.  It  was  a  question  of  what ;  of  the  pri^piple  of  arbitration,  from  which 
the  Portuguese  Government  should  be  j  we  had  hoped  great  things.  There  is  no 
called  upon  to  pay  for  the  cancellation  of  I  doubt  that  the  Powers  will  be  less  willing 


a  concession  of  a  railway  and  certain 
other  advantages  given  to  a  certain  body 
of  people,  and  it   was  simplified  by  the 


to  refer  any  differences  they  may  have  to 
arbitration  if  they  are  told  that  the  pro- 
ceedings  will   take  nine  years  before  a 


fact  that    the    Portuguese   Government    result  is  obtained.     I  can  only  join  with 


the  noble  Lord 'in  lamenting  this  result,, 
and  I  can  assure  him  that,  while  we  should 
be  glad  to  do  anything  we  can  do  in 
this  case,  it  is  entirely  outside  our  power 


themselves  admitted  the  liability  which 
was  imposed  upon  them  by  their  own 
action,  and  they  went  so  far  as  to  hand 
over  a  sum  of  about  £28,000  to  the 
British  Government,  on  account,  to  help  |  to  coerce  the  action  of  the  tribimal. 

the  unfortunate  British  investors  to  meet  I  

their  more  immediate  and   pressing  re- 
quirements.    In    these    circumstances    I  i  MILITIA  BALLOT  BILL  [h.l.]. 
think  we  may   well  ask  Her  Majesty's  ]  [Introduction.] 
Government  to  assure  us  that  they  will  |      The  Earl  of  WEMYSS  :  Before  your 
do  their  best  to  press  for  an  immediate  |  Lordships  separate  I  wish  to  present  a 
award  in  this  particular  case.                       j  Bill,  entitled  **  An  Act  to  amend  the  Law 

I  relating  to  Ballot  for  the  Militia  in 
The  prime  MINISTER  and  SEC-  England  and  Wales."  This  is  not  mv 
RETARY  OF  STATE  for  FOREIGN  |  own  Bill ;  it  is  a  foundling  which  I  picked 
AFFAIRS  (The  Marquess  of  Salisbury)  :  j  up  inanimate  and  comatose  on  the  steps 
My  Lords,  I  entirely  concur  with  the  I  of  the  War  Office.  I  have  made  no  change 
noble  Lord  that  the  delay  of  the  Delagoa  |  in  it  except  to  substitute  my  own  name 
Bay  arbitration  is  a  most  lamentable  I  on  the  back  of  it  for  that  of  the  Marquees 
matter,  and  that  we  should  be  very  glad  I  of  Lansdowne.  In  Committee  I  shall 
if  this  litigation  could  be  brought  to  an  |  endeavour  to  make  the  Bill   much  less 


end.  But  the  noble  Lord  suggests  that 
we  ouffht  to  move  in  the  matter.  I  wish 
he  haa  continued  his  speech  a  little  longer, 
in  order  to  tell  us  what  precise  kind  of 


harsh  and  onerous  to  the  people  of  the 
country  than  it  is  as  it  stands  now.  I 
believe  by  law  a  man  is  bound  to  support 
his  own  child,  and  in  the  circumstances  I 


movement  he  wished  us  to  initiate.  The  !  do  not  see  how  my  noble  friend  the 
tribunal  is  not  subject  to  us  in  any  way  [  Secretary  of  State  for  War  or  the  noble 
whatever.  We  are  litigants  before  it.  If  ]  Marquess  at  the  head  of  the  GU)vemment 
the  British  counsel  were  to  get  up  and  j  can  oppose  the  Bill,  in  spite  of  the  state- 
address  a  vigorous  denunciation,  such  as  j  ment  of  the  Prime  Minister  on  a  former 
the  noble  Lord  would  address  to  them,  I  j  occasion  that  in  his  view  the  adoption  of 
am  afraid  they  would  simply  tell  him  to  ballot  for  the  Militia  would  cause  whole- 
hold  his  tongue.  An  official  remon- 1  sale  emigration  of  the  young  men  of  the 
strance  from  one  of  the  litigants  before  |  country.  I  hop«  your  Lordships  will 
a  tribunal  is  not  within  the  ordinary  1  give  a  favourable  consideration  to 
experience  of  judicial  affairs.     It  is  quite  j  the     Bill,     and     that     when     we     get 
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into  Committee  we  shall  endeavour  to 
make  it  not  only  a  useful  and  permanent 
measure,  but  one  which  will  not  weigh 
heavily  on  the  people  of  this  country.  I 
beg  to  move  the  First  Reading  of  the 
Bill. 

A  Bill  to  amend  the  law  relating  to 
the  ballot  for  the  Militia  in  England  and 
Wales — Was  presented  by  the  Lord 
Wemyss  ^E.  Wemyss) ;  read  1** ;  and  to 
be  printed.     (No.  23.) 

MIDWIVES  BILL  [h.l.]. 

A  Bill  to  secure  the  better  training  of 
midwives,  and  to  regulate  their  practice 
— Was  presented  by  the  Lord  Glenesk ; 
read  1" ;  to  be  printed ;  and  to  read  2* 
on  Tuesday  next.     (No.  24.) 

HooHe  adjourned  at  twenty  minutes 
bast  Five  of  the  Clock,  to 
Mondaj  next,  a  quarter 
before  Eleven  of  the  Clock. 


HOUSE    OF    COMMONS. 
Friday f  9th  March,  1900. 


PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 


PRIVATE  BILLS  (STANDING  ORDER  62 
COMPLIED  WITH). 

Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon  the  Table  Re- 
port from  one  of  the  Ejcaminers  of  Peti- 
tions for  Private  Bills,  That,  in  the  case 
of  the  following  Bill,  referred  on  the 
First  Reading  thereof.  Standing  Order 
No.  62  has  been  complied  with,  namely — 

Bray  and  Enniskerry  Railway  Bill. 

Ordered,  that  the  Bill  be  read  a  second 
time. 


PETITIONS. 


BOILERS    REGISTRATION  AND 
INSPECTION  BILL. 

Petition  from    Leeds,  against;    to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 


ECCLESIASTICAL    ASSESSMENT 
(SCOTLAND)  BILL. 

Petition  from  Paisley,  in  favour ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 


LOCAL  AUTHORITIES  OFFICERS' 
SUPERANNUATION   BILL. 

Petitions  in  favour,  from  Twrcelyn; 
Stratford-on-Avon ;  and  Menai  Bridge ;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 

MINES  (EIGHT  HOURS)  BILL. 

Petitions  in  favoiu*,  from  Rockingham ; 
and  Grange  Moor  ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

SALE  OF  INTOXICATING  LIQUORS 
ON  SUNDAY  BILL. 

Petition  from  Streatham  Hill,  in  favour  ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

SALE  OF  INTOXICXTING  LIQUORS  TO 
CHILDREN   BILL. 

Petitions  in  favour,  from  Spennymoor ; 
and  Harpurley ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

SUNDAY  CLOSING  (MONMOUTHSHIRE) 

BILL. 

Petitions  in  favour,  from  Camberwell ; 
Patricroft ;  Urmston ;  Sunderland  ;  Arm- 
ley  ;  Forest  Gale ;  Stratford  ;  Stratford- 
upon-Avon  ;  Birmingham  (two) ;  Shef- 
field ;  Exmouth ;  Manchester ;  Hartle- 
pool ;  and  Edgbaston ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,   ETC. 


ROYAL  PATRIOTIC  COMMISSION. 

Return  [presented  23i*d  February]  to 
be  printed.     [No.  91.] 

TRADE   REPORTS    (ANNUAL    SERIES). 

Copy  presented,  of  Diplomatic  and 
Consular  Reports,  Annual  Series,  No. 
2387  [by  Command];  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

IRISH    LAND    COMMISSION 
PROCEEDINGS. 

Copy  presented,  of  Return  of  Pro- 
ceedings during  the  month  of  December, 
1899  [by  Command];  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

BANKRUPTCY   COURTS   (IRELAND). 

Annual  Returns  presented,  of  the 
Official  Assignees  of  the  Court  of 
Bankruptcy  in  Ireland  and  the  Local 
Coiuts,  Belfast  and  Cork,  for  the  year 
1899  [by  Act]  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 
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BIRTHS,    DEATHS.    MARRIAGES,    AND 
VACCINATION    (SCOTLAND). 

Copy  presented,  of  the  Forty-fifth 
Annual  Report  on  the  Births,  Deaths,  and 
Marriages  in  Scotland  for  1899,  and 
Thirty-fifth  Annual  Report  on  Vacci- 
nation [by  Command];  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

INEBRIATE    REFORMATORIES    (SCOT- 
LAND)   (REGULATIONS). 

Copy  presented,  of  Regulations  under 
the  Inebriates  Act,  1898,  made  by  the 
Secretary  for  Scotland  for  the  rule  and 
management  of  a  State  Inebriate  Reforma- 
tory, and  for  the  classification,  treatment, 
employment,  and  control  of  persons  sent 
to  it,  and  for  their  absence  under  licence 
[by  Act]  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to 
be  printed.     [No.  92.] 

PAPER  LAID  UPON  THE  TABLE  BY 
THE  CLERK  OF  THE  HOUSE. 

Lunacy. — Copy  of  Return  of  all  sums 
received  by  the  visiton  of  lunatics  for 
travelling  expenses,  or  upon  any  other  ac- 
count, from  1st  January  to  3 1st  December, 
1899  [by  Act]. 

QUESTIONS. 


SOUTH  AFRICAN  WAR-DEFENCE  OF 
KIMBERLEV  —  PRESENTATION  OF 
MEDALS  BY  MR.  RHODES. 

Mr.  D.  a.  THOMAS  (Merthyr  Tydvil) : 
On  behalf  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Car- 
narvonshire, Ejfion  Division,  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
whether  Mr.  Cecil  Rhodes  has  proposed, 
as  has  been  reported,  to  present  a  medal 
to  the  soldiers  that  were  engaged  in  the 
defence  of  Kimberley ;  and  whether  he 
will  be  permitted  to  assume  the  function 
of  dispensing  honours  to  Her  Majesty *s 
troops. 

♦The  FINANCIAL  SECRETARY  to 
THE  WAR  OFFICE  (Mr.  J.  Powell- 
WiLLiAMS,  Birmingham,  S.)  (for  Mr. 
Wyndham)  :  No  such  proposal  has  been 
communicated  by  Mr.  Rhodes  to  the  War 
Office. 

Mr.  D.  a  THOMAS  :  And  as  to  the 
second  part  of  the  question,  suppose  it 
were  oflfered  1 

♦Mr.  SPEAKER  :  Order,  order  ! 


PURCHASES  OF  HORSES  AND  MULES. 

Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN  (Kilkenny) : 
On  behalf  of  the  hon.  Member  for  the  St. 
Patrick  Division  of  Dublin,  I  beg  to  a«k 
the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
whether  many  of  the  foreign  mules  and 
horses  purchased  for  the  service  have  been 
found  unsatisfactory  ;  and  whether  he  can 
state  the  relative  numbers  of  the  supply 
of  animals  obtained  from  the  various 
countries,  including  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland,  within  the  Jast  twelve  mouths. 


♦Mr.  J.  POWELL-WILLIAMS  (for  Mr. 
Wyndham)  :  There  have  been  no  com- 
plaints of  foreign  horses,  nor  of  the 
mules,  except  in  the  case  of  Italy,  from 
which  country  a  number  of  mules  were 
despatched  which  (from  their  size  and 
shape)  proved  unsuitable  for  South  African 
draught.  The  approximate  numbers  pur- 
chased have  been  as  follows : — Horses 
Great  Britain,  12,010;  Ireland,  4,746 
Australia,  406.  Cobs  :  Argentina,  5,864 
Australia,  300.  Mules:  Italy,  7,004 
Spain,  4,507 ;  North  America,  15,903. 

Mr.  WASON  (Clackmannan  and  Kin- 
ross) ;  How  many  of  the  12,000  horses 
stated  to  have  been  purchased  in  England 
were  purchased  in  Scotland  ? 

♦Mr.  J.  POWELL-WILLIAMS:  I 
understand  that  the  greater  includes  the 
less,  and  that,  therefore,  England  includes 
Scotland. 

Scottish  Hon.  Members  :  No,  no  ! 


COMFORTS    FOR    THE     TROOPS— MR. 
HAMILTON  GATLIFF. 

General  LAURIE  (Pembroke  and 
Haverfordwest) :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Financial  Secretary  to  the  War  Office 
whether  he  is  aware  that  Mr.  Hamilton 
Gatliff  proceeded  to  South  Africa  at  his 
own  expense,  and  has,  up  to  the  present 
time,  undertaken  gratuitously  the  dis- 
tribution of  the  clothing  and  other  com- 
forts sent  out  by  friends  at  home  to  the 
several  regiments  at  the  front ;  whether, 
as  in  rendering  this  service  he  is  aiding 
in  maintaining  the  efficiency  of  the 
soldiers  in  the  field,  this  is  rather  a  duty 
that  should  properly  be  discharged  by  the 
War  Department,  and  should  not  be  de- 
pendent on  voluntary  effort ;  and  whether 
the  Government  are  prepared  to  recog- 
nise in  any  way  the  service  rendered  by 
Mr.  Hamilton  Gatliff. 
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♦Mr.  J.  POWELLWILLIAMS  (for 
?klr.  Wyndham)  :  Everything  necessary 
for  the  subsistence  and  efficiency  of  the 
troops  in  South  Africa  is  supplied  and 
distributed  by  the  War  Department.  The 
work  of  distributing  comforts  sent  by 
private  persons,  which  are  not  necessaries, 
does  not  properly  fall  within  the  duties 
of  the  military  staff;  and  Mr.  GatliflTs 
generous  offer  to  carry  out  this  service 
without  pay  or  reward  was  gladly  accepted 
by  the  Secretary  of  State. 

General  LAURIE:  Are  we  to  consider 
that  shirts  and  socks  are  not  necessary  for 
the  troops  ? 

*Mr.  J  POWELL-WILLIAMS  :  I  sup- 
pose that  both  shirts  and  socks  are  neces- 
sary. The  supply  of  such  articles  to  the 
troops  is  considered  to  be  sufficient  for 
actual  service ;  but  generous  individuals 
had  supplemented  it. 

COLONIAL  COMMISSIONS. 

Mr.  GILES  (Cambridgeshire,  Wis- 
bech) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary 
of  State  for  War  whether  the  officers 
commanding  the  Canadian,  Australian, 
and  other  Colonial  forces  in  South  Africa 
hold  Her  Majesty's  commission,  and,  if 
not,  whether  Her  Majesty's  Government 
will  consider  whether,  out  of  regard  to 
the  services  rendered  by  them  to  Her 
Majesty  and  the  Empire,  they  ought  to 
be  entitled  to  receive  a  similar  commis- 
sion from  Her  Majesty  to  that  of  the 
Volunteer  officers  in  this  country,  and  to 
retain  on  retirement  the  rank  held  and 
won  by  them  in  service  in  South  Africa. 

♦Mr.  J.  POWELL-WILLIAMS  (for  Mr. 
Wyndham)  :  Both  officers  and  men  of 
the  Colonial  forces  in  South  Africa 
derive  their  military  status  from  their 
Colonial  Governments,  and  it  would  not 
appear  expedient  to  alter  this.  The 
question  of  retention  of  rank  on  retire- 
ment rests  with  the  various  Colonial 
Governments. 

IRISH  REGIMENTS-WEAKING  OF 
THE  SHAMROCK. 

Mr,  PATRICK  O^BRIEN :  I  bee  to 
ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
whether  he  will  see  that  arrangements  are 
made  for  sending  shamrock  from  Ireland 
to  the  troops  in  Great  Britain  and  other 
countries  where  it  could  reach  them  in 
time  for  St.  Patrick's  Day  next. 


♦Mr.  J.  POWELL-WILLIAMS  (for  Mr. 
Wyndha^h)  :  There  is  no  reason  for  sup- 
posing that  it  will  be  beyond  the  powers 
of  Insh  regiments  to  provide  themselves 
with  a  supply  of  shamrock,  and  the 
Secretary  of  State  is  of  opinion  that  such 
a  supply  should  be  procured  by  regi- 
mental arrangement.  The  regiments  are 
probably  better  able  than  the  War  Office 
to  obtain  the  genuine  plant. 

Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN:  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  whether,  now  that  Her  Majesty  has 
ordered  the  wearing  of  shamrock  by  the 
Army  on  St.  Patrick's  Day,  he  will  order 
that  an  additional  shilling  be  paid  to 
each  soldier  on  that  day  to  enable  the 
men  to  fittingly  celebrate  the  day. 

♦Mr.  J.  POWELL-WILLIAMS  (for  Mr. 
Wyndham):  Army  funds  could  hardly 
be  appropriated  for  the  purpose  which 
the  hon.  Member  suggests. 

Mr.  T.  B.  CURRAN  (Donegal,  N.) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary 
of  State  for  War  whether  the  order 
recently  issued  by  Her  Majesty  the 
Queen,  commanding  all  ranks  in  the 
Irish  regiments  to  wear  a  sprig  of  sham- 
rock on  St.  Patrick's  Day  will  be  extended 
to  individual  Irishmen  in  every  one  of 
Her  Majesty's  regiments. 

*  ♦Mr.  J.  POWELL-WILLIAMS :  All 
Irishmen,  whether  serving  in  Irish  regi- 
ments or  not,  will  be  allowed  to  weai-  the 
shamrock  on  St.  Patrick's  Day. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND  (Clare, 
E.):  May  I  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury  whether,  in  view  of  the  fact 
that  when  I  raised  this  question  I  was 
turned  out  of  the  House,  the  Government 
will  now  apologise  to  me  ? 

IRISHMEN  IN   THE   NAVY— WEARING 
OF  THE  SHAMliOCK. 

Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty 
whether  he  will  ask  Her  Majesty  to  be 
pleased  to  command  that  all  Irishmen  in 
the  Navy  shall  wear  shamrock  on  St. 
Patrick's  Day. 

The  first  LORD  of  the  ADMI- 
RALTY (Mr.  GoscHEN,  St.  George's, 
Hanover  Square) :  There  are  no  regula- 
tions with  regard  to  the  wearing  of  em- 
blems on  special  days  in  the  Royal  Navy. 
I  could  not  ask  Her  Majesty  to  issue  such 
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a  command  as  is  suggested,  even  looking 
to  the  fact  that  shamrock  is  not  procur- 
able on  foreign  stations  or  on  the  high 
seas.  But  the  Admiralty  will  have  no 
objection  to  Irishmen  in  the  Navy  wearing 
a  sprig  of  shamrock  on  St.  Patrick's  Day, 
and  commanding  officers  will  be  so 
informed. 

HIGH  ANGLE  RIFLE  FIRE— DR.  CONAN 
DOYLE'S  INVENTION. 

Mr.  RADCLIFFE  COOKE  (Hereford) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of 
State  for  War  whether  his  attention  has 
l>een  called  to  the  fact  that  Dr.  Conan 
Doyle  submitted  to  the  War  Office 
particulars  of  an  invention  for  securing 
accuracy  of  high  angle  rifle  fire,  and  will 
he  explain  the  grounds  on  which  that 
Department  dechned  to  investigate  the 
merits  of  the  invention,  or  to  give  the 
inventor  an  opportunity  of  explaining  the 
invention,  or  of  witnessing  experiments, 
if  any,  made  for  the  purpose  of  testing 
the  value  of  it. 

♦Mr.  J.  POWELL-WILLIAMS  (for 
Mr.  Wyndham)  :  The  answer  to  the  first 
question  is  in  the  affirmative.  It  was 
thought  unnecessary  to  trouble  Dr. 
Conan  Doyle  to  proceed  further  in  the 
matter  because  a  similar  invention  by 
another  gentleman  had  been  considered 
as  recently  as  last  December,  and  it  had 
been  decided  that  the  probable  practical 
utility  of  such  fire  was  not  such  as  to 
justify  the  War  Office  in  pursuing  the 
matter  further. 

Mr.  RADCLIFFE  COOKE :  Was  Dr. 
Conan  Doyle*s  invention  the  same  as  that 
which  had  been  previously  considered  ? 

♦Mr.  J.  POWELL-WILLIAMS :  Both 
inventions  dealt  with  high  angle  firing 
for  small  arms. 

Mr.  RADCLIFFE  COOKE:  Was 
there  any  difference  between  the  two 
inventions  1 

♦Mr.  J.  POWELL-WILLIAMS :  I  be- 
lieve  there  is  no  practical  difference  ;  the 
idea  is  the  same,  anyhow. 

MESSING  ALLOWAXCES. 

Sir  BRAMPTON  GURDON  (Norfolk, 
N.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of 
State  for  War  whether  ho  will  now  con- 
sider the  advisability  of  abolishing  the 
messing  allowance  with  all  its  complica- 


tions, and  adding  in  lieu  thereof  three- 
pence a  day  to  the  pay  of  the  warrant 
officers,  noncommissioned  officers,  and 
men  of  the  Regular  forces  and  Militia. 

♦Mr.  J.  POWELL-WILLIAMS  (for 
Mr.  Wyndham^  :  It  is  not  considered 
advisable  to  make  a  change  in  the  direc- 
tion suggested. 


MILITIA— PRELIMINARY  TRAINING 
OF  RECRUITS. 

♦Mr.  HOZIER  (Lanarkshire,  S.) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  whether,  in  the  interests  of  the  em- 
bodied Militia  and  to  encourage  recruiting, 
arrangements  could  be  made  for  posting 
Militia  recruits  straight  to  one  of  the 
Militia  battalions,  if  stationed  at  home, 
instead  of  in  the  first  instance  to  the  regi- 
mental depdt  for  preliminary  training. 

♦Mr.  J.  POWELL-WILLIAMS  (for 
Mr.  Wyndham)  :  Militia  recruits  can  best 
learn  their  drill  at  the  headquarters  of 
the  regimental  district. 


DELAGOA    BAY    RAILWAY 
ARBITRATION. 

Mr.  HENNIKER  HEATON  (Canter- 
bury) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary 
of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  whether  the 
arbitration  in  relation  to  the  Delagoa  Bay 
Railway  has  now  been  proceeding  for  ten 
years  ;  whether  repeated  promises  of  an 
early  decision  by  the  Berne  Tribunal  have 
been  made  to  Her  Majesty's  Government 
and  repeated  in  this  House  during  the 
past  five  years;  and  what  is  the  real 
cause  of  delay  in  giving  the  award. 

The  under  SECRETARYof  STATE 
FOR  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS  (Mr.  Brod- 
RICK,  Surrey,  Guildford) :  The  first  meet- 
ing of  the  arbitrators  took  place  on  the 
3m  of  August,  1891.  No  promise  as  to 
the  date  of  the  final  decision  has  been 
given  or  repeated  in  the  House  of 
Commons.  Her  Majesty's  Grovemment 
were  given  to  understand  that  the  award 
would  be  delivered  not  later  than  October 
last.  The  delay  in  promulgating  the 
decision  is  extremely  regrettable. 

Mr.  HENNIKER  HEATON  :  Can  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  state  when  the 
award  will  be  given  ? 

[No  answer  was  returned.] 
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BUDGET  RESOLUTIONS-BROKERS' 
CONTRACT  NOTES. 

Mr.  HARWOOD  (Bolton):  I  beg  to 
ask  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
whether  the  Resolution  on  brokers*  con- 
tract notes  will  include  memoranda  for- 
warded to  principals  of  sales  or  purchases 
made  on  the  Manchester  Exchange,  and 
in  similar  places,  by  agents  receiving 
commission. 

The  financial  SECRETARY  to 
THE  TREASURY  (Mr.  Hanbury,  Pres- 
ton) (for  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer) :  So  far  as  can  be  judged  from  the 
description  of  the  memoranda  which  the 
question  contains,  such  documents  would 
certainly  attract  the  proposed  new  stamp 
duty.  But  I  would  ask  hon.  Members  to 
l)e  ^ood  enough  to  wait  for  explanations 
until  they  see  the  clause  in  the  Bill, 
which  I  hope  will  be  circulated  in  a  few 
days. 

Sir  WILLIAM  HOULDSWORTH 
(^  Manchester,  N.W.) :  I  beg  to  ask  Mr. 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  whether  the 
term  *^  broker  "  in  the  Reisolution  relating 
to  stamps  on  contract  notes  is  intended  to 
include  all  agents  selling  or  purchasing  on 
commisssion  for  a  principal ;  and,  if  not, 
what  distinction  is  to  be  understood. 

Mr.  hanbury  (for  the  Chancellor 
OF  the  Exchequer)  :  The  term  "  broker  " 
in  the  Resolution  is  only  to  apply  to  persons 
carrying  on  the  business  of  a  broker,  and 
therefore  would  not  have  the  wide  appli- 
cation suggested  in  this  question.  The 
Bill  itself  will  be  circulated  in  a  few  days. 

ESTATE  DUTY— PREVENTION  OF 
EVASIONS. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  (Lynn  Regis): 
I  beg  to  ask  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer what  amount  of  duty  he  esti- 
mates will  be  produced  by  the  new  estate 
duty  which  he  proposes  to  establish,  in 
addition  to  the  duties  charged  by  the 
Finance  Act,  1894,  in  respect  of  settled 
property,  the  life  interest  in  which  has 
been  surrendered  to  the  remainderman 
by  the  life  tenant  within  t>i  elve  months 
of  the  death  of  the  latter. 

Mr.  hanbury  (for  the  Chancellor 
OF  the  Exchequer)  :  What  I  propose  to 
do  is  not  to  establish  a  new  estate  duty, 
but  to  stop  evasion  of  the  existing  duty 
by  the  process  named  in  the  question.  I 
think,  so  far,  such  evasion  has  been  rare. 


because  it  was  not  supposed  to  be  legal ; 
and  therefore  but  little  duty  has  been  lost. 
I  But  the  recent  decision  in  what  is  known 
'  as  the  De  Freville  case  has  made  it  neces- 
sary to  amend  the  law  in  order  to  prevent 
what  might  probably  become  a  source  of 
great  loss  to  the  revenue  in  future. 

I  Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND :  I  beg 
to  ask  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
whether  he  intends  to  introduce  a  Bill 
this  session  to  amend  the  law  relating  to 
the  death  duties ;  and,  if  so,  can  he  state 

I  briefly  the  nature   of    the  Bill   and  its 

I  objects. 

Mr.  hanbury  (for  the  Chancellor 
OF  THE  Exchequer)  :  No  such  Bill  will  be 
introduced,  but  certain  amendments  of  the 
law  on  the  subject  will  be  included  in  the 
Finance  Bill,  in  pursuance  of  resolutions 
already  agreed  to. 

GOVERNMENT  CONTRACTS— WOMEN'S 

OVERTIME. 

♦Sir  CHARLES  DILKE  (Gloucester- 
shire, Forest  of  Dean)  :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Home  Department  what  has  been 
the  result  of  further  inquiry  into 
the  recent  illegal  working  of  women 
over  hours  in  textile  factories  having 
contracts  for  the  War  Office ;  whether  it 
has  been  found  that  the  Bradford  Trades 
Council  are  justified  in  their  statement 
that  the  absence  of  inspection  has  allowed 
manufacturers  working  illegal  overtime 
not  only  to  produce  cloth  for  Government 
purposes,  but  also  for  private  sale;  and 
whether,  as  stated,  firms  who  could  have 
executed  the  orders  without  illegal  over- 
time have  been  passed  over,  ana  in  the 
course  of  the  last  week  not  only  women 
but  also  children  have  been  Ulegally 
working  overtime. 

♦The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for 
the  home  DEPARTMENT  (Sir  M, 
Whfte  Ridley,  Lancashire,  Blackpool) : 
Individual  inquiries  have  been  made  with 
regard  to  all  firms  known  to  be  working 
overtime  on  Government  contracts.  In 
a  few  cases  it  was  found  that  the  over- 
time had  been  used  for  private  work, 
and  this  has  been  stopped.  In  one  case 
children  were  found  to  be  employed 
overtime,  and  this  also  has  been  stopped. 
The  names  have  been  supplied  to  me  to- 
day by  the  right  hon.  Baronet  of  some 
firms  who  appear  to  be  working  overtime 
without    the   knowledge    of  the  factory 
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nspectors.  I  will  make  inquiry  into 
these,  and  take  such  action  as  the  circum- 
stances may  call  for.  As  regards  the 
first  sentence  of  the  last  paragraph  of 
the  question,  I  can  only  repeat  that  the 
selection  of  firms  for  these  Government 
contracts  is  not  a  matter  as  to  which  I 
have  any  responsibility  or  information. 

CRAGHEAD  COLLIERY  FATALITY. 

Mr.  JOHN  WILSON  (Durham,  Mid)  : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Home  Department  whether  he  has  seen  an 
account  of  a  calamity  at  Craghead  Col- 
liery, in  the  county  of  Durham,  whereby 
a  man  named  Kobson  lost  his  life,  and 
another  named  Stenlake  was  seriously 
affected  by  the  fumes  of  gelignite  or  foul 
air ;  whether  he  is  aware  that  three 
miners  named  Cooper,  Wilson,  and 
Parnaby  nearly  lost  their  lives  in  an 
attempt  to  rescue  Robson  and  Stenlake  ; 
and  whether  some  arrangement  can  be 
made  whereby  the  men  who  risk  their 
lives  in  this  manner  can  receive  some 
national  acknowledgment  of  their 
bravery. 

♦Sir  M.  white  RIDLEY :  Yes,  Sir. 
I  have  had  before  me  a  report  of  this 
case,  and  may,  perhaps,  say  that  the 
accident  was  due  not  to  fumes  of 
gelignite,  but  to  a  sudden  escape  of 
noxious  gas  from  the  coal.  I  am  fully 
sensible  of  the  courage  displayed  by 
Cooper,  Wilson,  and  ramaby,  and  am 
sure  that  everyone  will  agree  that  it  is 
worthy  of  cordial  recognition.  But  I  am 
proud  to  think  that  it  is  always  forth- 
coming in  greater  or  less  degree  when 
circumstances  demand  it,  and  I  doubt 
whether  any  new  national  arrangements 
are  desirable  for  rewarding  special  cases 
which  it  would  be  extremely  difficult  to 
select. 

Mr.  JOHN  WILSON  (Durham,  Mid) : 
Would  it  not  be  as  easy  to  give  the  V.C. 
for  industrial  bravery  as  for  bravery  on 
the  field  of  battle  ? 

♦Sir  M.  white  RIDLEY  :  The  ques- 
tion of  the  grant  of  the  Albert  medal  is 
frequently  under  consideration  in  these 
cases.  I  am  not  saying  it  ought  or  ought 
not  to  be  awarded  in  this  case.  But  it 
must  be  given  under  very  rare  circum- 
stances. The  granting  of  the  medal  has, 
in  my  experience,  often  given  rise  to 
many  difficulties  and  heart-burnings. 


FACTORIES    AND    WORKSHOPS     BILL 

(No.  3). 

Mr  M^KENNA  (Monmouthshire,  N.) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Home  Department  whether  in  the 
Factories  and  Workshops  Bill  (No.  3), 
recently  circulated,  the  word  "  not "  has 
been  omitted  by  inadvertence  after  the 
word  "  which,"  in  page  6,  line  3. 

*SiR  M.  WHITE  RIDLEY :  No,  Sir. 
The  Bill  is  acciu-ately  printed.  The  object 
of  the  sub-clause  in  question  is  to  extend 
the  provisions  which  now  apply  only  to 
new  factories  and  workshops  in  which 
more  than  forty  persons  are  employed  so 
as  to  include  factories  and  workshops  in 
which  substantial  alterations  or  additions 
are  made,  but  not  so  as  to  alter  the  limit 
of  forty  persons. 

GENERAL     POST     OFFICE    CIRCULA- 
TION OFFICE. 

Mr.  STEADMAN  (Tower  Hamlets, 
Stepney) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to 
the  Treasury,  as  representing  the  Post- 
master General,  if  he  can  now  give  a 
definite  date  when  the  removal  of  the 
circulation  office  to  Mount  Pleasant  will 
take  place ;  and  if  no  definite  date  has  yet 
been  fixed,  will  he,  for  the  convenience  of 
the  staff,  mention  the  approximate  date 
upon  which  the  change  will  take  place. 

The  financial  SECRETARY  to 
THE  TREASURY  (Mr.  Hanbury, 
Preston) :  Notices  have  been  exhibited 
since  the  26th  ultimo  stating  that  no 
definite  date  for  the  removal  to  Mount 
Pleasant  can  yet  be  fixed,  but  that  it  is 
expected  to  take  place  in  April  or  May 
next. 


POSTMEN'S  PROMOTIONS. 

Mr.  STEADMAN  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  as  representing 
the  Postmaster  General,  whether,  in  \new 
of  the  paucity  of  promotion  open  to  post- 
men, all  vacant  postmasterships  and  sub- 
postmasterships,  not  exceeding  in  value 
£140  per  annum,  can  be  reserved  exchi- 
sively  for  postmen. 

Mr.  HANBURY:  The  claims  and 
qualifications  of  postmen  who  apply  for 
any  post  office  which  is  notified  as  vacant 
are  considered  with  those  of  other  candi- 
dates, and  the  Postmaster  General  does 
not  consider  that  he  would  be  justified  in 
excluding  other  deserving  officers  of  the 


489 


Questions. 


{9  March  1900} 


Qufstions, 


490 


Department   from   the  appointments   re- 
ferred to. 

EDINBURGH  POST  OFFICE— 
SORTING  BRANCH. 

Mr.  DEWAR  (Edinburgh,  S.)  :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  as 
representing  the  Postmaster  General, 
whether  he  can  explain  the  prolonged 
delay  in  authorising  the  scheme  for  the 
reWsion  of  the  sorting  branch  of  the 
Edinburgh  Post  Office  ;  and  whether, 
seeing  that  this  matter  has  been  under 
consiaeration  for  more  than  a  year,  he 
can  say  when  the  scheme  of  revision  is 
likely  to  be  sanctioned  and  given  effect  to. 

Mr.  HANBURY:  The  new  scheme 
was  submitted  to  the  Treasury  a  few  days 
ago,  and  is  now  being  considered. 

IRISH  LIGHTS. 

Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN  :  On  behalf 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  the  St.  Patrick 
Division  of  Dublin,  I  beg  to  ask  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  whether 
a  petition  was  presented  to  the  Com- 
missioners of  Irish  Lights  by  a  number  of 
lighthouse  keepers  on  27th  November, 
1899,  requesting  the  consideration  of  cer- 
tain inequalities  of  pay  and  arrange- 
ments ;  whether  he  is  aware  that  no  reply 
has  been  sent  to  the  petitioners;  and 
whether  he  can  state  if  the  matter  is 
under  consideration,  and  when  a  reply  is 
likely  to  be  forwarded. 

The  PRF^SIDENT  of  the  BOARD  of 
TRADE  (Mr.  Ritchie,  Croydon) :  I  am 
informed  by  the  Commissioners  of  Irish 
Lights  that  they  received  the  petition 
referred  to  in  the  question  at  the  end  of 
November,  and  that  they  are  giving  care- 
ful consideration  to  the  various  points 
raised  therein.  They  hope  to  l>e  able  to 
send  a  reply  very  shortly. 

CLONES  POST  OFFICE. 

Mr.  MACALEESE  (Monachan,  N.) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury, 
as  representing  the  Postmaster  General, 
what  progress,  if  any,  has  been  made  with 
the  new  post  office  in  Clones,  for  the 
erection  of  which  sites  were  invited  over 
three  vears  ago ;  have  sites  beeri  offered  ; 
and  if  so,  why  has  none  been  selected ; 
are  the  Clones  public  still  obliged  to 
transact  their  postal  business  in  the  corner 
of  a  small  general  shop,  under  the  same 
conditions  as  ten  years  ago,  where  privacy 


is  impossible,  and  where  customers  may 
overhear  and  observe  all  that  takes  place ; 
and  when  may  a  remedy  be  looked  for 
for  this  state  of  things. 

Mr.  HANBURY:  The  delay  which 
has  taken  place  in  this  case  is  regretted, 
but  it  has  been  unavoidable.  A  site 
which  has  recently  been  offered  is  now 
under  consideration  to  see  whether  a  new 
post  office  can  be  provided  upon  it  at  a 
total  cost  for  site  and  building  which  the 
Department  would  be  warranted  in  in- 
curring. In  the  meantime  the  office  is 
necessarily  continued  in  the  present 
premises,  one  half  of  which  is  used  as  a 
shop ;  but,  as  already  stated,  no  specific 
complaint  can  be  traced  of  the  particular 
inconveniences  mentioned. 

DUNGANNON     WORKHOUSE  -ROMAN 
CATHOLIC  OFFICIALS. 

Mr.  DOOGAN  (Tyrone,  E.)  :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  if  he  can  state  how 
many  officials,  distinguishing  between 
Roman  Catholic  and  non-Roman  Catholic, 
are  employed  in  connection  with  Dun- 
gannon  Workhouse;  and  how  many 
Roman  Catholic,  and  how  many  non- 
Roman  Catholic,  pauper  inmates  are 
respectively  in  the  body  of  the  house  and 
in  the  infirmary. 

The  attorney  GENERAL  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Atkinson,  London- 
derry, N.)  (for  Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour)  : 
With  the  exception  of  the  chaplains  of 
the  workhouse,  the  Local  Government 
Board  have  no  information  as  to  the 
religious  persuasion  of  the  officials  con- 
nected with  that  establishment,  whose 
appointments  are  made  by  the  hioard  of 
guardians.  Nor  have  they  any  such  in- 
formation respecting  the  inmates.  The 
hon.  Member  would  probably  obtain  the 
information  on  application  to  the 
guardians. 

BELFAST  POLICE  FORCE. 
Mr.  MACALEESE  :  I  beg  to  ask  Mr. 
Attorney  General  for  Ireland  has  he 
observed  that  fourteen  recruits  from  the 
constabulary  depot  have  been  detailed  to 
augment  the  strength  of  the  Belfast  police 
force ;  and  is  this  movement  intended  to 
cope  with  possible  disturbances  in  Belfast ; 
and,  if  so,  will  he  say  what  restraining 
effect  upon  a  Belfast  mob  the  addition  of 
fourteen  recruits  to  the  constabulary  in 
that  town  could  have. 
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Mr.  ATKINSON:  It  is  a  fact  that 
fourteen  recruits  have  recently  been  sent 
to  augment  the  Belfast  police  force. 
There  is  no  special  significance  in  this 
step,  as  the  hon.  Member  seems  to  appre- 
hend, the  men  having  been  detailed  for 
ordinary  police  duty  to  fill  vacancies.  I 
don't  know  the  precise  number  of  police 
who  could  effectually  restrain  a  Belfast 
mob ;  I  wish  I  did. 

QUEEN'S  COLLEGE,  CORK— MEDICAL 
CHAIRS  — ROMAN  CATHOLIC  PRO- 
FESSORS. 

Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND  (Waterford) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether,  in  view  of 
the  fact  that  there  is  only  one  Roman 
Catholic  professor  in  the  medical  school 
of  the  Queen's  College,  Cork,  it  is  in- 
tended to  appoint  a  Roman  Catholic  to 
the  professorship  now  vacant;  and 
whether  it  is  intended  that  this  appoint- 
ment shall  be  filled  by  a  physician,  as  in 
the  case  of  every  other  medical  school  in 
the  United  Kingdom. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  (for  Mr.  G.  W.  Bal- 
four) :  I  have  no  information  as  to  the 
religious  denominations  of  the  occupants 
of  medical  chairs  in  the  Queen's  College, 
Cork.  As  regards  the  remainder  of  the 
question  I  can  only  say  that  the  legiti- 
mate claims  of  all  candidates  for  the 
vacant  chair  will  be  fully  considered. 

IRISH    ASSISTANT    LAND    COMMIS- 
SIONERS—MR. ROBERT  GREENE. 

Major  JAMESON  (Clare,  W.) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  is  he  aware  that 
Mr.  Robert  Greene,  of  Greenlawn,  Ennis, 
an  assistant  Land  Commissioner,  is  also  a 
land  agent  for  several  estates;  is  he 
aware  that  on  the  same  day  Mr.  Greene 
was  fixing  fair  rents  he  was  also  distrain- 
ing in  his  own  name  through  the  sheriffs 
bailiff  in  his  capacity  as  land  agent  and 
receiver  ;  and  will  he  take  steps  to  stop 
this  anomaly,  and  prevent  Lancf  Commis- 
sioners acting  as  land  agents. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  (for  Mr.  G.  W. 
Balfour)  :  This  question  has  been  re- 
ferred to  Mr.  Greene,  and  pending  the 
receipt  of  his  observations  it  is  desirable 
that  the  question  should  l>e  postponed. 
Perhaps  the  hon.  Member  will  repeat  it 
on  Monday. 


IRISH  LOCAL  GOVERNMENT— COUNTY 
SURVEYORS*  SALARIES. 

Sir  THOMAS  ESMONDE  (Kerr}% 
W.)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  if  his 
attention  has  been  called  to  recent  pro- 
posals of  the  Irish  Local  Government 
Board  for  the  increase  of  the  salaries  of 
county  surveyors  in  Ireland  and  their 
deputies;  and  whether,  in  view  of  the 
serious  objection  taken  to  these  proposals, 
they  will  be  reconsidered. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  (for  Mr.  G.  W.  Bal- 
four) :  Where  the  duties  of  a  county 
surveyor,  or  other  "  existing  "  officer,  are 
increased,  the  Local  Government  Board 
are  required  by  the  terms  of  Section  1 15, 
Sub-section  18,  of  the  Local  Government 
Act,  to  fix  the  increase  of  salary  propor- 
tionate to  the  increase  of  duties,  in  the 
event  of  the  council  failing  to  arrive  at 
an  agreement  with  their  officer  in  the 
matter.  The  Board  are  aware  that  in 
several  instances  dissatisfaction  has  been 
expressed  by  councils  at  the  award  of  the 
Board  on  the  ground  that  it  is  considered 
excessive ;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  equal 
dissatisfaction  has  been  expressed  by 
many  of  the  officers  concerned  on  the 
ground  that  the  increase  of  salary  is  not 
commensurate  with  the  increase  of  duties. 
The  Board's  award  was  arrived  at  in  each 
case  only  after  the  fullest  consideration, 
and  cannot  now  be  reconsidered,  as  sug- 
gested. 

THE  CENSUS  (IRELAND)— IRISH 
LANGUAGE. 

Sir  THOMAS  ESMONDE  :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  if  steps  will  be 
taken  in  connection  with  the  census  in 
Ireland  to .  obtain  the  same  information 
with  regard  to  the  Irish  language  as  is 
proposed  to  be  obtained  concerning  the 
native  language  in  Scotland  ana  in 
Wales  in  the  Census  Bill.- 

Mr.  ATKINSON  (for  Mr.  G.  W. 
Balfour)  :  If  the  hon.  Gentleman  will 
refer  to  the  Returns  of  the  last  census  in 
Ireland  he  will  observe  that  the  informa- 
tion mentioned  in  this  question  was 
obtained  and  published.  There  is  no 
intention  to  depart  from  the  practice  on 
the  occasion  of  the  next  census. 

ARMS    REGULATIONS    IN   IRELAND - 
CASE  OF   MAJOR   HAIRE. 

Mr.  MACALEESE  :  I  beg  to  ask  Mr. 
Attorney  General  for  Ireland  whether  he 
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is  aware  that  informations  have  been  laid 
against  Major  Haire  for  firing  a  gunshot 
at  a  man  named  Patrick  Grue,  of  JKilturk 
North,  near  Lisnaskea,  who  has  addressed 
the  Inspector  Greneral  of  Constabulary 
asking  that  the  prosecution  of  Major 
Haire  be  taken  out  of  the  hands  of  Dis- 
trict Inspector  Roe  on  the  grounds,  among 
others,  tnat  Mr.  Roe  went  bail  for  Major 
Haire,  and  also  went  in  company  with 
Major  Haire  to  obtain  the  eviaence  of  a 
witness  in  the  case,  and  has  since  been  in 
frequent  communication  with  Major 
Haire ;  and  will  he  see  that  the  prosecu- 
tion in  this  case  be  conducted  by  the 
official  Crown  Prosecutor. 

Mr.  ATKINSON :  1  am  aware  of  the 
circumstances  under  which  Major  Haire 
has  been  returned  for  trial  at  the  assizes, 
and  that  Patrick  Grue  has  addressed  a 
communication  to  the  Inspector  General 
of  Constabulary  in  the  terms  stated.  The 
case  having  been  sent  for  trial  at  assizes, 
the  prosecution  will,  in  the  ordinary 
course,  be  conducted  by  the  Crown  Pro- 
secutor. 


CONTEMPT  OF  COURT-CASE  OF 
MYLES  SINNOTT. 

Mr.  JAMES  O'CONNOR  (Wicklow, 
W.) ;  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  Myles 
8innotti^of  Courtown  Harbour,  was  some 
time  within  the  last  five  years  committed 
to  Wexford  Gaol  for  contempt  of  court ; 
what  was  the  date  of  his  committal,  and 
M'hat  was  the  nature  of  the  contempt; 
how  long  has  Sinnott  been  detained  in 
gaol ;  and  is  he  still  in  custody  ;  if  not, 
when  was  he  discharged. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  (for  Mr.  G.  W.  Bal- 
four) :  I  am  informed  that  the  man 
Myles  Sinnott  was  committed  to  Wex- 
ford Prison  on  the  1 7th  October,  1 896, 
on  an  order  of  attachment  issued  by  the 
Court  of  Chancery  for  contempt  of  court. 
His  contempt  consisted  in  refusing  to  join 
with  one  Mary  Sinnott  in  paying  into 
court  a  siun  of  £850  cash  to  the  credit  of 
a  suit,  Sinnott  v.  Sinnott,  and  also  in  re- 
fusing to  join  in  transferring  a  sum  of 
£760  Consols  to  the  credit  of  the  same 
suit  pending  in  the  Court  of  Chancery. 
Sinnott  was  detained  in  prison  until  the 
14th  December,  1897,  a  period  of  one 
year  and  fifty-nine  days,  and  on  his  dis- 
charge he  was  removed  to  the  Enniscorthy 
Lunatic  Asylum. 


Mr.  JAMES  O^CONNOR :  How  long 
was  Sinnott  under  arrest  before  it  was 
discovered  he  was  out  of  his  mind  ^ 

Mr.  ATKINSON  :  Only  a  short  time. 

Mr.  JAMES  O'CONNOR:  That  makes 
two  men  sent  to  prison  for  contempt  of 
court  and  afterwards  put  in  a  lunatic 
asylum. 

Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND :  What  limit 
of  punishment  would  the  man  have  re- 
ceived had  he  been  tried  for  his  offence  ? 

Mr.  ATKINSON :  I  am  not  aware  of 
the  details  of  the  offence. 

MURDER  OF  HUGH  THOMPSON  NEAR 
ENNISKfLLEN. 

Mr.  JOHNSTON  (Belfast,  S.) :  I  bee 
to  ask  the  Attorney  General  for  Ireland 
whether  he  can  give  the  House  any  infor- 
mation as  to  the  murder  of  a  man  named 
Hugh  Thompson,  near  Enniskillen,  this 
morning. 

Mr.  ATKINSON:  Yes;  I  regret  to 
say  that  a  man  named  Hugh  Thompson, 
who  left  Enniskillen  about  eleven  o'clock 
this  morning,  was  found  murdered  half 
an  hour  afterwards. 

Captain  DONELAN  (Cork,  E.) :  Is  it 
not  the  fact  that  the  unfortunate  man 
had  given  evidence  in  favour  of  an  evicted 
tenant? 

Mr.  ATKINSON  :  I  believe  the  man 
was  about  to  give  evidence  or  had  given 
evidence  in  a  case  of  malicious  injury. 

RAILWAYS  (PREVENTION  OF 
ACCIDENTS)  BILL. 

Mr.  MADDISON  (Sheffield,  Bright- 
side)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury  if  he  can  state  when  the  Second 
Reading  of  the  Railways  (Prevention  of 
Accidents)  Bill  will  be  taken. 

The  first  LORD  of  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Manchester, 
E.) :  I  am  afraid  it  is  at  present  impossible 
to  fix  a  day. 

BUSINESS  OF  THE  HOUSE. 

Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN 
(Stirling  Burghs) :  I  wish  to  ask  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  whether  he  can 
state  positively  what  the  business  will  be 
on  Monday ;  also,  is  it  intended  to  take 
the  Factories  and  Workshops  Bill  to- 
day 1 
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Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  As  to  the  last 
question,  I  understand  there  are  many 
Members  on  both  sides  of  the  House  who 
would  like  to  have  longer  notice  of  this 
Bill,  and  I  shall  not  therefore  propose  to 
take  the  Second  Reading  to-night, 
although  I  am  afraid  that  that  leaves  us 

Fractically  with  no  contentious  business, 
hope  that  on  Monday  the  Army  Esti- 
mates \n\\  be  taken.  On  Tuesday  the 
first  business  will  be  the  Loans  Bill  of  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.  When  that 
is  disposed  of  the  Army  Estimates  will 
be  proceeded  with  until  the  end  of 
Vote  1.  But  as  to  that  I  must  not  be 
considered  as  pledging  myself  beyond 
Tuesday. 

Mr.  TENNANT  (Berwickshire)  : 
When  will  the  Second  Reading  of  the 
Factories  and  Workshops  Bill  be  taken  ? 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  It  certainly 
will  not  be  taken  before  ten  days.  I  will 
give  all  the  notice  I  can. 

Mr.  STEADMAN  :  When  will  the 
Second  Reading  of  the  Housing  of  the 
Working  Classes  Bill  be  taken  ? 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  hope  to  be 
able  to  take  it  before  Easter,  but  I  cannot 
definitely  pledge  myself. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND :  Can  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  say  when 
the  Admiralty  Office  Vote  will  be  taken  ? 

Mr.  GOSCHEN  :  Not  for  some  time. 


MESSAGE   FROM  THE  LORDS. 

That  they  have  passed  a  Bill,  intituled, 
"An  Act  to  amend  the  Lunacy  Acts." 
Lunacy  Bill  [Lords.] 

LAND    CHARGES    BILL    [Lords]. 

Read  the  first  time ;  to  be  read  a  second 
time  upon  Monday  next,  and  to  be 
printed.     [Bill  118.] 

LUNACY    BILL    [Lords]. 

Read  the  first  time ;  to  be  read  a 
second  time  imon  Monday  next,  and  to 
be  printed.     [Bill  119.] 


GOVERNMENT  BUSINESS  (SUPPLY). 

Ordered,  That  the  other  Government 
Business  have  precedence  this  day  of  the 
Committee  of  Supply. — {Mr.  Balfour,  ) 


POLICE    RESERVISTS    (ALLOWANCES) 

BILL. 

[Second  Rsading.] 
Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 

♦The   secretary  of  STATE  for 
THE  HOME    DEPARTMENT  (Sir   M. 
White  Ridley,  Lancashire,  Blackpool) : 
I  rise  to  move  the  Second  Reading  of 
this  Bill,  and  I  need  add  but  little  to  what 
I  said  on  its  introduction.     The  House 
will  recollect  that  in  the  autumn  session* 
it  was  announced  that  the  Government 
were  prepared  to  pay  to  married  civil  ser- 
vants called  out  for  active  service  in  South 
Africa  one  half  of  their  salaries.     I  was 
then  asked  'what  we  were  prepared  to  do 
in  the  case  of  the  Metropolitan  Police, 
and  many  watch  committees  and  joint 
standing    committees     throughout     the 
country    also     inquired      what     could 
be      done     for     Reservists      belonging 
!  to  the  constabulary.     I  said  at  once   I 
thought  it  was  right  and  proper  that  the 
Metropolitan  and    the  provincial   police 
authorities  should  be  able  to  deal   with 
these  men   on   terms    fairly  comparable 
with      the     treatment     of      civil     ser- 
vants,  and   I  promised,   if  necessary,  to 
introduce   a  Bill    to    legalise    provision 
being  made  for  the  wives  and  children 
of  police  reservists  called  out  for  service 
abroad.     I  have   since  found  there  is  a 
strong  feeling  on  the  part  of  the  stand- 
ing  joint  committees    representing   the 
counties    and    watch    committees    repre- 
senting the  boroughs  that  power  should 
be  given  to  them,  and  in  fact  I  under- 
stand that  many  of   them  have   taken 
advantage  of  the  promise   I  made  of  a 
Bill,  in  order  to  deal  liberally  with  these 
cases.     The  object  of  the  Bill,  which  I 
now  ask  the  House  to  read  a  second  time, 
is  simply  to  enable  watch  committees  and 
standing  joint  committees,  and  the  Secre- 
tary   of    State  in   London    to    make    a 
provision  for  the  wives  and  families  of 
police  Reservists  who  have  been  called 
abroad  analogous  to  that  which  is  being 
done  for  the  Gt)vernment  civil  servants, 
who  were  in  the  same  position  and  are  now 
serving  in  South  Africa.     The  necessity 
for  the   Bill  arises  from  the  fact  that, 
under  the  Police  Act  of  1890,  a  police 
Reservist     called     out     for    permanent 


See    The   Parliainentary    Debates   [Fourth 
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service  is  no  longer  a  member  of  a 
police  force.  It  is,  therefore,  not  within 
the  power  of  the  standing  joint  com- 
mittees or  of  the  watch  committees,  as 
the  case  may  be,  to  give  any  gratuities 
or  allowances  to  the  families  of  those 
Reservists  while  they  are  abroad.  The 
Bill  gives  the  necessary  power,  but  leaves 
the  exercise  of  it  entirely  optional.  The 
amount  of  the  grant  from  local  rates  is 
limited  by  the  provision  that,  counting  in 
also  the  allowances  and  remittals  made 
by  the  War  Office,  the  total  money  re- 
ceived by  a  Beservist's  family  shall  not 
exceed  his  full  pay  as  a  constable.  The 
general  effect  of  this  will,  I  think,  be  that 
the  ^rant  from  the  rates  will  correspond 
to  that  made  by  the  Government,  viz., 
half-pay.  It  may  be  more  or  it  may  be 
less  in  certain  cases,  but,  at  all  events,  it 
is,  up  to  the  limit  stated,  entirely  in 
the  option  of  the  local  authorities.  I 
have  had  the  most  general  testimony 
from  the  police  authorities  connected 
with  the  Home  Office,  and  no  less 
from  the  Scottish  Office,  that  it  is 
their  desire  to  be  able  to  make  some 
allowance  within  these  limits  to  the 
wives  and  the  families  of  these  men. 
The  Bill  is  limited  to  a  year — to  this  par- 
ticular war.  I  cannot  myself  imagine 
that  in  any  quarter  of  the  House  there 
will  be  any  objection  to  the  proposal, 
and  I  therefore  earnestly  commena  the 
measure  to  the  favourable  consideration 
of  the  House. 

Bill  read  a  second  time  and  committed 
for  Monday  next. 

CENSUS  (GREAT  BRITAIN)  BILL. 

[Second  Reading.] 
Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
time." 

♦Sir  F.  S.  POWELL  (Wigan)  :  I  am 
sorry  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Local  Government  Board 
did  not  introduce  this  Bill  by  a  state- 
ment. I  appear  here  to-day  in  some 
sense  as  representative  of  the  Statistical 
Society.  We  approached  my  right  hon. 
friend  with  a  memorial  setting  forth 
our  case,  and  I  have  great  pleasure  in 
acknowledging  the  readiness  with  which 
he   complied  with  many  of  our  sugges- 
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tions.     I  feel  that  I  should  not  be  in 
order  if  I  were  to  enumerate  all  the  points 
as  to  which  alterations  have  been  made 
in  the  Bill,  but  when  I  mention  the  fact 
that  the  vague  term   "storey,"  in  the 
description  of  a  house,  has  been  changed 
to  the  word   "tenement,"  I   think    the 
House  will  agree  that  a  great  improve- 
ment has  been  effected  thereby.     Then 
the   date    has    been    altered  in  accord- 
ance with  our  suggestion,  and  I  believe 
that  the    change    of  date  will   tend  to 
render  the  returns  more  satisfactory  and 
of  greater  value.     Another  addition  of 
great  interest  is  the  provision    that  a 
person  not  born   in  tWs  country    shall 
state  in  the  schedule  his  nationality,  for  I 
am  sure  that  that  information  will  prove 
of  great  value  in  times  to  come  in  regard 
to  legislation  affecting  aliens.     I  do  not 
think   I    need  occupy    the   time   of  the 
House  by  further  referring  to  the  new 
details,  but  I  will  make  one  general  ob- 
servation, and  that  is  that  the  Bill,  as 
compared  with  the  Act  of  1891,  is  more 
elastic  in   its  provisions,  more    flexible, 
and   much  more  easily  adapted   to  the 
circumstances    of    cases    as    they  arise. 
There  is  another  point  as  to  which  I  am 
bound  to    express  my  acknowledgments 
to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman.  The  Govern- 
ment have   resisted   the   temptation    to 
ask  too  many  particulars.     In  the  United 
States  the  census  involved  too  many  par- 
ticulars,  and  that  resulted  in  great  in- 
accuracy and  great  delay  in  the  issue  of 
the  reports,  which  consequently  were  not 
of  that  service  to  the  community  which 
otherwise  they   would    have  been.     As 
regards  the  subject  matter  of  the  investi- 
^tion,  three  things  are  essential.     One 
is  promptitude.     You  must  have  all  the 
returns  on  a  given  day,  or  they  are  of  no 
value.     The  next  is  accuracy  as  distinct 
from  carelessness  ;  for  unless  the  questions 
put  are  of  a  simple  character  you  may 
depend  upon  it  that  there  will  be  a  great 
want  of  accuracy  and  much   remissness 
and  carelessness  in  the  filling  up  of  the 
schedule.     The  third  point  to  which  the 
attention  of  the  Gk)vemment  has  been 
directed  is  that  all  information  sought  for 
should  be  such  as  that  a  certain  statement 
of  facts  can  be  given.     If  you  complicate 
your  answers  there  will  be  great  uncer- 
tainty as  to  some  of  the  replies.    They 
will  consequently  be  less  reliable,  and  the 
whole  result  of  your  labours  will  be  of 
little  value  to  the  country.     Having  said 
so  much  in  acknowledgment  of  the  action 
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of  the  Government  in  response  to  our 
memorial,  I  must  express  my  great  regret 
that  I  should  have  to-day,  as  in  1890,*  to 
stand  up  in  my  place  in  the  House  of 
Commons  and  deplore  the  fact  that  the 
Government  have  not  seen  their  way  to 
adopt  a  quinquennial  census.     In  the  year 
1890    there    was  a  Departmental  Com- 
mittee presided  over  by  my  right  hon. 
friend  the  Member  for  Bodmin,  and  the 
Report    signed  by  him  is  undoubtedly 
worthy  of  careful   consideration.      This 
Committee  recommended  a  quinquennial 
census,  and  they  gave  their  reasons  for 
so  doing.     I  should  be  reluctant  to  a«k 
the  House  to  listen  to  those  reasons,  but 
still  I  think  they  are  of  such  a  character 
that  they  ought  not  to  be  neglected.     It 
was  pointed  out  by  the  Committee  that 
the  change  of  population  in  this  country 
in    the    course    of    ten    years    is    enor- 
mous,    and      calculations      which     had 
been    made    by    the    Registrar  General 
were     shown     by     the     Committee     to 
be  grossly  inaccurate.     I  do  not  blame 
that  high  official.     He,  no  doubt,  has  done 
the  best  he  could  with  the  materials  at 
his  hand.     I  find,  however,  in  the  Report 
of  the  Committee,  mention  is  made  of  an 
error  at  Salford  to  the  extent  of  1 6  per 
cent.,  another  one  at  Oldham  of  18  per 
cent.,  and  a  third  in  the  metropolitan  dis- 
trict of  West  Ham  of  25  per  cent.     And 
if   this  applies  to  these  cases  to  such  a 
remarkable  extent  we  may  be  sure  that 
the    same   would   apply,  although    with 
perhaps  less  force,  to  other  districts.  That 
is  not  all.     During  the  last  ten  years  the 
discrepancy   has,    no  doubt,   greatly   in- 
creased, and  I  shall  be  surpris^  if  it  does 
not  turn  out  when  we  compare  the  esti- 
mate made  by  the  Registrar  General  with 
the  facts  disclosed   by  the  census,  that 
there  is  a  wider  and  more  startling  discre- 
pancy than  any  which  occurred  on  the  last 
occasion.     We  have  to  consider  that  the 
population  of  the  country  is  becoming,  to 
use  a  phrase  of  the  day,  more  and  more 
mobile.      The  working  classes  move  in 
search  of  work  more  easily  from  district 
to  district,  with  the  result  that  there  is  a 
great  change  of  population  in  our  town- 
ships, especially  in  manufacturing  districts 
Then,  too,  there  is  a  great  change  in  the 
areas  of  our  to^vns  and  of  country  districts. 
The  areas  of  Liverpool  and  Manchester 
have  been  largely  increased  in  the  course 

•  For  debates  on  the  Census  (England  and 
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of  the  last  ten  years,  and  I  believe  that 
in  the  case  of  Bradford  it  has  twice 
enlarged  in  the  course  of  the  same 
time.  These  are  reasons  for  a  quin- 
quennial census  which,  I  think,  are  well 
worthy  the  consideration  of  the  House.  I 
do  not  desire  that  there  should  be  parti- 
culars of  every  kind  collected  every  ^ve 
years.  All  that  we  desire  is  that  we 
should  have  particulars  of  name,  sex,  and 
age,  and -I  believe  that  such  an  inquiry 
could  be  conducted  without  any  great 
expense.  The  quinquennial  principle  has 
already  been  adopted  in  London,  and  all 
we  have  to  do  is  to  make  a  similar  change 
affecting  the  whole  country  minus  London. 
If  we  cast  our  eyes  across  the  seas,  we 
find  that  a  quinquennial  census  is  taken 
in  Germany,  in  Sweden,  in  France,  and 
in  fifteen  States  of  America,  as  well  as  in 
New  Zealand,  Queensland,  Manitoba,  and 
in  some  of  the  most  important  districts  of 
Canada.  These  countries  differ  as  much 
from  one  another  as  they  all  differ  from  us, 
andyet  theyafe  all  driven  to  the  conclusion 
that  a  quinquennial  census  is  desirable. 
I  think  the  time  has  come  when  we  in 
this  country  should  adopt  that  great  re- 
form. It  is  said  that  the  change  would 
necessitate  the  creation  of  a  census  office. 
I  should  not  myself  regret  that  change. 
When  we  look  at  such  public  Departments 
as  the  Board  of  Trade,  the  Home  Office,  and 
the  Board  of  Agriculture,  we  find  that  they 
produce  Returns  year  by  year  relating  to 
production  and  consumption.  Surely  if 
it  be  worth  while  to  have  a  great  Depart- 
ment carefully  collecting  statistics  every 
year  with  regard  to  trade  and  commerce, 
it  is  not  less  the  duty  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  to  accumulate  similar 
information  as  regards  the  human  beings 
who  are  our  masters  and  whom  we  all 
serve.  There  would  be  another  advan- 
tage from  having  a  census  office,  and  that 
is  that  it  would  be  in  continual  corre- 
spondence with  foreign  nations,  and  it 
could  keep  us  abreast  of  public  opinion  at 
home  and  abroad.  I  regret,  and  in  this 
matter  I  speak  entirely  for  myself,  that 
there  is  an  entire  omission  on  all  questions 
as  regards  the  religion  of  those  who  fill 
up  these  schedules.  We  have,  as  is  well 
known,  questions  on  that  subject  in  Ire- 
land, and  many  foreign  countries  adopt 
the  same  system  without,  so  &r  as  I  am 
aware,  giving  rise  to  any  dissatis- 
faction. The  Bill  contains  a  provision 
of  great  value  for  securing  absolute 
secrecy.     I  am  glad  of  that^  and,  seeing 
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that  absolute  secrecy  is  enjoinedby  the  Act, 
I  do  not  think  that  any  danger  could  pos- 
sibly arise  from  including  in  the  schedule 
question  as  to  the  relidous  creed  of  the 
person  filling  it  up.  I  thank  the  House 
for  having  listened  to  me  so  patiently. 
I  thank  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  for  the 
manner  in  which  he  has  met  our  sug- 
gestions. I  hope  that  success  will  attend 
him  in  his  great  effort  to  give  us  an 
improved  census,  for  I  am  quite  confident 
that  enormous  advantage  will  accrue  to 
this  country  from  the  greater  care  to  be 
exercised  in  preparing  it.  I  hope,  too, 
that  we  shall  have  the  information 
promptly.  It  is  a  melancholy  thing  to 
watch  the  volumes  coming  out  slowly 
year  after  year,  and  I  hope,  therefore,  that 
my  right  hon.  friend  will  take  care  to 
have  an  efficient  staff,  so  that  the  infor- 
mation may  be  available  to  the  public 
before  it  is  too  late  to  render  the  service 
for  which  a  census  is  taken. 

Mr.  MUNRO  FERGUSON  (Leith): 
I  should  like  to  say  a  word  or  two  in 
support  of  my  hon.  friend^s  desire  that 
we  should  have  an  intermediate  census, 
aud  I  may  add  that  I  think  it  would  be 
a  good  thing  to  have  a  permanent  Census 
Department.  The  Committee  which  has 
been  referred  to  was  one  of  the  most 
interesting  on  which  I  ever  had  the 
honour  to  serve,  thanks  to  the  ability  of 
many  of  my  colleagues  and  to  the  know- 
ledge displayed  by  many  of  the  witnesses, 
who  included  some  of  the  best  known 
authorities.  Our  recommendation  was 
that  there  should  be  a  census  every  five 
years,  and  although  Lord  Welby,  who 
represented  the  Treasury,  put  in  a  memor- 
andum, thereby  exercising  the  tyranny 
which  that  Department  not  infrequently 
displays,  the  document  did  not  present 
an  absolute  bar  to  our  proposal,  but  it 
suggested  that  the  Government  should 
authorise  an  intermediate  census  in  a 
district  which  might  be  considered  to 
require  it.  I  think  that  was  a  very 
valuable  suggestion.  There  can  be  no 
doubt,  from  the  evidence  given  before 
the  Committee,  that  we  are  behind  some 
other  countries  in  respect  of  the  infor- 
mation which  is  given  by  our  census.  I 
should  like  to  know  something  as  to  the 
character  of  the  enumerators  to  be 
employed,  especially  in  England.  We  found 
at  the  last  census  that  this  part  of  the 
work  was  pretty  well  done  in  Scotland 
and  Ireland,  but  that  it  was  badly  done 


in  England,  because  many  of  the  enume- 
rators were  not  reliable.  I  should  be  glad 
to  know  whether  any  security  has  been 
taken  with  regard  to  that.  I  believe 
some  change  is  to  be  made  in  the  manner 
in  which  the  Scotch  census  is  to  be  taken ; 
but,  as  far  as  I  can  judge  from  the  Bill, 
there  will  be  no  material  difference  in  the 
procedure. 

♦The  lord  ADVOCATE  (Mr.  A. 
Graham  Murray,  Buteshire) :  That  is 
so. 

Mr.  HERBERT  ROBERTS  (Denbigh- 
shire, W.) :  I  wish   to   allude  to  one  or 
two  points.     The  first  is    the  date  ap- 
pointed for  the  census  to  be  taken.     I 
think  it  is  unfortunate    that  a  Sunday 
should  have  been  fixed  upon  for  doing 
the  work,  as  any  other  day  of  the  week 
would  have  been  equally  convenient  for 
the  purpose.     There  is  nothing  in   the 
law,   as   I   understand,   which   makes  it 
necessary  for  the  census  to  be  taken  on 
the   31st   March,  and  I  hope,  therefore, 
that  in  Conunittee  the  Government  will 
consider  the  advisability  of  altering  the 
date,  for  I  am  sure  that  in  many  homes 
it   will  be   extremely   inconvenient  and 
I  somewhat  distasteful  to   have  to  fill  the 
I  schedules  up  on  a  Sunday.     My  second 
i  point  is  in  respect  of   Clause  2,  which 
I  directs  the  Registrar  General  to  prepare 
!  and   issue  such   forms  of  instruction   as 
may  be  deemed  to  be  necessary.     I  think 
■  that     these     forms    and    instructions — 
!  although,  no  doubt,  they  will  be  framed 
under    the     supervision    of     the    Local 
I  Government  Board — should  be  laid  before 
I  Parliament      before     they     are     finally 
!  adopted.     My  third  point  arises  on  Sub- 
i  section  D  of  Clause  4,  which  deals  with 
1  the  taking  of  information  in  regard  to  the 
speaking  of  the  Welsh  language  in  Wales. 
Having  regard  to  what  happened  in  refer 
ence  to  that  at  the  last  census,  I  think  it 
will  be  necessary  in  Committee  to  con- 
sider this  clause  very  carefully.     I  do 
not  say  whether  or  not  it  is  desirable  on 
general  grounds  that  such  information — 
which,  after  all,  is  mainly  of  interest  to 
Wales — ^  should     be     collected    in     the 
census.      All    I     do    suggest    is     that 
it    is    necessary    to    carefully    consider 
the  wording  of  the  clause.      The  hon. 
Baronet  opposite  lamented  the  fact  that 
there  was  no  provision  in  this  Bill  for 
obtaining  information  as  to  the  various 
religious  denominations  in  this  country.  I 
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think  the  omission  is  rather  a  subject  for 
general  congratulation.  I  do  not  believe 
there  could  be  a  greater  mistake  than  to 
endeavour  to  obtain  information  upon 
such  a  very  delicate  point  by  means  of 
the  census.  Subject  to  these  general 
criticisms,  I  support  the  Second  Reading 
of  this  Bill. 

♦Sir  E.  DURNING-LAWRENCE  (Corn- 
wall, Truro) :  I  also  should  like  to  say  a 
word  in  favour  of  having  a  quinquennial 
census,   for  I  hold    that    this    country, 
through  not  having  such  a  census,  is  drop- 
ping behind  leading  foreign  nations  in  the 
important  question  of  statistics.     I  think 
it  is  essential,  too,  that  there  should  be  a 
Census  Department.     At  the  present  time 
we  induce  men  to  give  up  their  permanent 
emplojrment  in  order  to  do  the  census 
work,  and  at  the  end  of  two  or  three  years 
they  are  dismissed  and  have  no  other  work 
to  go  to.     That  is  cruel  to  the  men,  and 
it  does  not  redound  to  the  credit  of  this 
country.  If  we  had  a  Census  Department, 
taking  a  proper  and  full  census  every  five 
years,  these  men  could  be  permanently 
employed,  and  the  information  would  be 
collected  and  tabulated  in  a  far  better  way. 
We  should  then  get    it  more  promptly, 
and  it  would  be  of  enormous  value,  for  it 
would  enable  our  merchants  to  compete 
more  successfully  with  foreign  nations.  It 
is  worth  while,  perhaps,  to  remember  that 
only  one  hundred  years  have  elapsed  since 
Jhe  first  census  was  taken.*     The  Bill  for 
it  was  brought  in  in  1800,  and  it  did  not 
extend  to  Ireland.      Seeing  that  there  is 
a  strong  feeling  among  all  who  take  an 
interest  in  statistics  that  the  information 
obtained  by    means    of    these    censuses 
would  be  of   much  greater  value  if  we 
could  have    it    more  promptly    and    at 
shorter  intervals,    does  not  this  afford  an 
excellent  opportunity  to  establish  a  quin- 
quennial census  ? 

Captain  SINCLAIR  (Forfarshire) :  I 
would  like  to  join  in  the  appeal  made  to  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  in  charge  of  the 
BUI,  to  consider,  even  at  the  last  moment, 
the  suggestion  made  in  regard  to  a 
quinquennial  census — even  if  it  is  not 
such  a   full  census  made  as  that  made 

*  In  The  Parliamentary  History^  Vol. 
XXXV.,  at  pace  598,  >vill  l»e  found  the  speech 
of  Mr.  Abbott  (afterwanls  created  Baron 
Colchester),  on  the  19th  Nov.,  1800,  in  intro- 
ducing the  "Population  Bill."  Mr.  Abbott 
^ives  particulars  of  "numerations  of  the 
X)eople    made  in  very  early  times. 

Mr.  Herbert  Robeiis, 


every  ten  years.  Such  a  proposal  was 
made  by  the  Royal  Statistical  Society, 
and,  as  has  been  pointed  out  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  the  Leith  Burghs,  it  has 
behind  it  the  recommendation  of  a  strong 
Committee  of  this  House,  and  a  consider- 
able body  of  municipal,  actuarial,  and 
sanitary  opinion. 

♦Mr.  COURTNEY  (Cornwall,  Bodmin) : 
I  am  afraid  I  can  add  very  little  to  what, 
I  understand,  has  already  been  said  by 
hon.    Members  in  reference   to  a  quin- 
quennial census.      But  as  I   happen  to 
have  been  the  chairman  of  the  Committee 
appointed  to  consider  this  question  before 
the  last  census,  perhaps  I  may  be  allowed 
to  say  a  few  words  to  express  the  strong 
feeling  of  statisticians  and  all  those  con- 
cerned in  watching  the  movements  and 
health  of  the  people,  as  to  the  necessity 
of  getting  an  enumeration  of  the  popula- 
tion at  shorter  intervals  than  ten  years. 
That  has  been  felt  in  so  many  communi- 
ties that  we  are  really  very  much  l)ehind 
the  rest  of  the  world  in  having  only  a 
decennial  census.     The  matter  is  of  great 
importance  in  consequence  of  the  rapid 
changes    that    take    place  in   industrial 
centres    as     to     the    growth  of     popu- 
lation.      In    these     large    centres     the 
population     grows     up     in    consequence 
of  the  development  of  particular  indus- 
tries,   and     the    ascertainment    of    new 
sources  of  wealth  ;  and  sanitary  legisla- 
tion and    organisation    in    many    other 
respects  which  should  keep  pace  with  the 
growth    of    population   are   delayed   for 
many  years.     There  were  a  great  many 
false  anticipations  as  to  the  results  of  the 
census^of  1881  and  in  1891,  showing  that 
most   careful   estimates   which    may    be 
made  by  the  Registrar  General  as  to  the 
growth  of  population,  so  far  as  that  can 
be  gathered  through  the  births,  deaths, 
and   marriages  of  a   particular  area,  are 
often  very  far  out.     The  population  is 
sometimes  very  much  in  excess  of  and 
sometimes  greatly    less  than   what  had 
been  supposed.    It  is  really  a  scandal  that 
on  account  of    a  little  expense,   which 
would  only   happen  once  in  ten   years, 
this  important  reform  should  be  further 
delayed.  What  is  wanted  is  not  that  abso- 
lute reproduction  in  a  quinquennial  census 
of  the  full  census  taken  at  a  decennial 
period.     We  do   not   want  to    have   so 
complete  a  return  of  occupations,  trades, 
and  the  other  data  which  are  accumulated 
at  the  decennial  census  ;  but  we  do  want 
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to  have  some  check  on  the  movement  of 
population  so  as  to  be  in  a  better  position 
for  social  and  political  action  than  we 
are  when  this  long  period  intervenes 
between  one  census  and  the  other. 
I  would  urge  upon  the  President  of  the 
Local  Government  Board  the  necessity  of 
yielding  to  the  pressure  which  is  now  put 
upon  him,  and  which  has  been  brought  to 
bear  upon  him  for  so  many  years  by 
statisticians,  sanitary  reformers,  muni- 
cipal organisations,  and,  in  fact,  by  every- 
body in  the  community  who  takes  an 
interest  in  the  progress  of  the  people,  as 
to  the  introduction  of  this  moderate  addi- 
tion to  the  census  now  about  to  be  taken. 

♦Mr.  CARVELL  WILLIAMS  (Notting- 
hamshire, Mansfield)  :  I  wish  to  endorse 
the  opinion  just  expressed  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  West  Denbigh.  I  think  the 
Government  exercised  a  wise  discretion 
in  excluding  the  subject  of  religion  from 
the  coming  census ;  and  for  this  reason  : 
a  census  of  the  people  in  order  to  be 
effective  must  be  taken  with  the  concur- 
rence and  goodwill  of  the  entire  popula- 
tion. The  enumerators  have  difficulties 
enough  to  contend  with  without  adding 
to  them  anything  superfluous ;  and  if  it 
were  proposed  to  take  a  religious  census 
we  should  enter  on  a  bitter  and  exasperat- 
ing controversy.  Supposing  it  were 
adopted  the  issue  would  be  that  the 
inquiry,  in  a  large  nimiber  of  cases,  would 
not  be  answered,  and  ill-feeling  would  be 
raised  where  cordial  assistance  might  be 
otherwise  rendered  to  the  Government. 
I  hope  the  Grovemment  will  remain  firm 
in  the  attitude  which  they  have  most 
properly  assumed.        • 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  (Aberdeenshire, 
K)  :  I  wish  to  draw  the  attention  of  the 
Lord  Advocate  rather  than  the  President 
of  the  Local  Government  Board  to  one 
point.  It  is  that  the  record  is  altered  in 
form  from  what  it  was  in  the  last  decennial 
census.  Hitherto  there  has  been  a  sepa- 
rate Bill  for  Scotland,  but  in  the  present 
case  there  is  only  one  Bill,  and  the  Scotch 
census  is  put  into  an  interpretation  clause 
at  the  end  of  that  Bill.  There  have  been 
substantial  differences  in  the  way  in 
which  the  census  has  been  taken  in  Eng- 
land and  Scotland.  I  daresay  that  these 
differences  may  be  provided  for  under 
this  Bill,  but  the  right  hon.  the  Lord 
Advocate  has  departed  not  only  in  this, 
but  in  other  Bills,  from  what  has  been  the 


general  practice  on  Scotch  legislation  in 
this  House.  The  Bill  immediately  pre- 
ceding the  one  under  discussion  was  made 
to  apply  to  Scotland  by  an  interpretation 
clause,  whereas  there  have  always  been 
hitherto  separate  Police  Acts  for  Scot- 
land. The  police  in  Scotland  are  under 
the  Secretary  for  Scotland  and  the  Scot- 
tish Office,  and  although  they  are  not  put 
under  the  English  Local  Government 
Board  in  this  Bill,  there  is  a  tendency  to 
do  so. 

The  president  of  the  LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Mr.  Chaplin, 
Lincolnshire,  Sleaford) :  I  can  assure  the 
hon.  Member  who  has  just  sat  down  that 
there  is  not  the  slightest  desire  on  the 
part  of  the  Department  I  represent  to 
trench  in  any  degree  whatever  on  the 
province  of  Scottish  questions.  If  the 
Scotch  census  has  been  included  for  the 
first  time  in  the  English  Bill  it  is  solely 
in  order  to  save  Parliamentary  time  in  a 
session  when  less  time  than  usual  will  be 
available  for  legislation.  In  regard  to  the 
particular  clause  by  which  this  fusion  is 
to  be  accomplished  I  must  refer  the  hon. 
Member  to  my  right  hon.  friend  the  Lord 
Advocate  for  any  explanations  he  requires. 
My  hon.  friend  the  Member  for  Wigan 
expressed  the  regret  which  he  felt  that  I 
had  made  no  statement  in  moving  the 
Second  Reading  of  the  Bill.  I  was  under 
the  impression  that  the  Bill  sufiiciently 
explains  itself,  and  moreover  a  statement 
was  made  on  the  First  Reading.  In  all 
essential  respects  the  House  will  see  that, 
with  the  exception  of  the  inclusion  of 
Scotland,  and  of  certain  particulars  sug- 
gested to  us  by  the  Royal  Statistical 
Society,  to  whom  I  desire  to  render  my 
acknowledgments  for  their  assistance,  the 
Bill  is  practically  the  same  as  that  of  1890. 
There  have  been  eliminated  from  the  Bill 
of  1890  a  number  of  what  appeared 
to  us  to  be  superfluous  clauses, 
which  might  very  well  be  embodied 
in  the  instructions  to  the  enumerators 
and  give  greater  elasticity  to  these  in 
carrying  out  their  duties  than  would 
otherwise  be  possible.  My  hon.  friends 
the  Members  for  Wigan  and  Liskeard,  and 
various  other  gentlemen,  have  called  my 
attention  to  the  desirability  of  having  a 
census,  not  so  complete  and  elaborate  as 
that  which  is  now  to  be  taken,  but  still 
in  some  points  of  great  importance,  pre- 
pared quinquennially.  I  quite  acknow- 
ledge tnat  there  would  be  many  advan- 
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tages  to  be  gained  in  that  respect ;  and  I 
am  aware  also  that  a  course  of  that  kind 
was   recommended  hy    a    Departmental 
Committee,  although  I  think  I  am  right 
in    saying    they    were     not    altogether 
unanimous.     What  I  want  to  point  out 
is  that  the  introduction  of  the  present 
Bill  is  not  in  the  least  degree  in  conflict 
with  these  views.     The  Government  con- 
sidered the  question,  and  we  thought,  on 
the  whole,  that  if  a  quinquennial  census  is 
to  be  taken  it  should  be  provided  for  by 
a  special  Bill   in  1905.     I  have  stated 
that  I  agree  with  a  great  deal  of  what 
has  been  said  on   the  subject    on    the 
present    occasion.     The     mind     of    the 
Government  is  perfectly    open    on   the 
question,  and  the  House  is  not  to  under- 
stand, because  it  is  not  included  in  the 
present    Bill,    that    we,    should   we  be 
responsible  at  that   date,  shall  be  pre- 
cluded from  dealing  with    the   question 
when  the  time  comes.     The  hon.  5lember 
for  Leith  Burghs  says  we  are  very  much 
behind  other  countries  in  connection  with 
the  census.  I  am  afraid  it  may  be  so  in  some 
cases,  but  not  in  all.     America  has  been 
often  quoted,  but  I  have  reason  to  believe 
that  the  census  returns  in  America  are  far 
less  satisfactory  than  those  in  this  country, 
and  very  often  very  much  more  inaccurate. 
The  hon.  Member  savs  that  the  returns 
are  good  in  Ireland,  better  still  in  Scot- 
land, but  altogether  to  be  condemned  and 
very  bad  in  England.     I  can  only  point 
out  that  the  instructions  which  the  Local 
Grovernment  Board  are  by  the  Bill  em- 
powered to  issue  will  leave  a  very  wide 
discretion  to  the  Department,  and  if  the 
charges  made  against  enumerators  in  Eng- 
land are  founded  upon  fact  it  will  be  neces- 
sarv  to  make  better  selections  in  future. 
The  hon.   Member  for  West    Denbigh- 
shire complains  of  the  day  selected  for  the 
census,  both  on  the  groimd  that  it  is  fixed 
for  March  31,  and  also  on  the  ground  that 
that  day  is  a  Sunday.     Sunday  is  not  the 
day  on  which  the  work  will  be  done,  but 
it  has  been  chosen  because  it  is  a  day  on 
which  the  majority  of  people  are  likely 
to  l>e  at  home.     I  am  glad  to  think  that, 
on  the  whole,  the  Bill  has  been  favourably 
received,  and  I  hope  that  on  an  early  day 
it  will  be  allowed  to  pass  into  law,  because 
there  is  a  great  deal  of  work  to  be  done 
in  connection  with  the  collection  of  the 
returns;    and    the   Registrar    GeneraVs 
Office  is  very  desirous  to  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  proceeding  with  the  work  at  the 
earliest  moment. 

Mr,  Chaplin, 


Sir  CHARLES  CAMERON  (Glasgow, 
Bridgeton)  pointcki  out  that  the  sole 
reason  given  for  the  change  in  respect 
to  the  taking  of  the  Scotch  census  was 
that  it  would  save  Parliamentary  time. 
A  Bill  of  this  kind  was  always  a  non- 
contentious  measure,  and  he  saw  no 
reason  for  the  change  being  made. 

*Mr.  a.  GRAHAM  MURRAY  always 
understood  that  the  counsel  of  perfection 
was  to  have  measures  which  desut  equally 
with  the  three  kingdoms.  That  was  the 
whole  tendency  and  desire  of  modem 
legislation.  The  only  difference  between 
England  and  Scotland  in  this  matter  was 
that  in  Scotland  the  names  were  rather 
different.  A  house  in  Scotland  meant  a 
tenement  in  England,  but  matters  of  that 
kind  could  easily  be  put  right.  So  far 
from  the  Bill  being  a  retrograde  step,  it 
was  in  his  opinion  a  great  step  in  the 
opposite  direction. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  com- 
mitted for  Monday  next. 


LUNACY    BOARD    (SCOTLAND) 
[SALARIES.    ETC.] 

Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

[Mr.     J.    W.     LowTHER    (Cumberland, 
Penrith)  in  the  Chair.] 

Motion  made  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  it  is  expedient  to  amend  the  law 
relating  to  the  number  of  the  Staff  of  the 
General  Board  of  Commissioners  in 
Lunacy  for  Scotland,  and  to  authorise  the 
payment,  out  of  moneys  to  be  provided 
by  Parliament,  of  their  salaries,  and  of  the 
expenses  of  the  Board,  and  the  remunera 
tion  of  the  Chairman  and  Commissioners. 
— {The  Lord  Advocate,) 

Mr.  CALDWELL  (Lanarkshire,  Mid)  : 
Would  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Lord 
Advocate  kindly  give  us  some  explanation 
of  this  resolution. 

*The  lord  ADVOCATE  (Mr.  A. 
Graham  Murray,  Buteshire)  explained 
that  the  Bill  on  which  the  resolution 
would  be  founded  was  purely  formal. 
Unfortunately,  in  the  Lunacy  Act  passed 
some  time  ago  the  salary  of  the  clerk  of 
the  Lunacy  Board  in  Scotland  was  fixed, 


509      Lunacy  Bmrd  (Scotland)      {9  March  1900} 


[Salaries,  etc,] 


510 


and  a  provision  was  made  that  only  one 
clerk  should  be  appointed.  As  the  De- 
partment grew  it  was  discovered  that  that 
arrangement  was  absolutely  unworkable, 
and  the  present  Bill  was  necessary  to  put 
the  staffing  of  the  office  on  the  ordinary 
footing,  so  that  such  clerks  as  were  neces- 
sary might  be  appointed  iiiith  the  sanction 
of  the  Treasury. 

Mr.  CALDWELL  understood  that  the 
object  of  the  Bill  was  to  remove  the  limi- 
tation imposed  by  the  statute.  On  com- 
paring the  figures  he  found  that  the 
salaries  paid  to  the  Scotch  officials  were 
proportionate  to  those  paid  in  England. 
Had  that  not  been  so  the  Scotch  Members 
would  have  been  the  first  to  raise  the  ques- 
tion. But  there  was  a  statutory  qualifica- 
tion in  England  not  applicable  to  Scotland, 
and  he  hoped  that  the  Lord  Advocate 
would  see  that  the  men  appointed  by  the 
commissioners  should  have  the  same  statu- 
tory qualifications  as  were  required  in  Eng- 
land. In  regard  to  the  other  officials  who 
were  on  the  staff  at  the  present  moment,  he 
said  they  were  already  provided  for  in 
the  Estimates,  and  statutory  authority 
was  not  required  for  making  payments 
to  them.  There  was  no  need  whatever 
for  an  Act  of  Parliament  for  the  purpose 
of  introducing  an  increase  of  staff  of  a 
clerical  nature.  What  was  proposed,  as 
he  understood,  was  that'  one  commis- 
sioner, who  was  unpaid,  should  get  some 
pay  now.  In  Scotland  there  were  two 
commissioners  and  two  deputy  commis- 
sioners, while  in  England  they  had  only 
six  commissioners  altogether.  He  had 
complaints  from  Scotland  to  the  effect 
that  when  they  wished  a  matter  inquired 
into  in  connection  with  an  asylum  the 
commissioners  sent  down  to  the  superin- 
tendent of  the  asylum  to  report.  The 
commissioners  did  not  go  down  them- 
selves, and  the  result  was  that  while  they 
had  a  large  staff  they  had  not  the  work 
properly  done.  If  a  board  required  to 
get  legal  advice  on  a  matter  there  was 
no  need  whatever  for  paying  unpaid  com- 
missioners to  give  that  advice.  They  all 
knew  quite  well  that  the  salaries  of  the 
Lord  Advocate  and  the  Solicitor  General 
for  Scotland  were  given  for  the  purpose 
of  advising  the  different  Departments  in 
matters  of  law.  With  four  commissioners 
already  paid  and  on  the  Estimates  there 
was  no  need  whatever  in  the  case  of 
Scotland  of  increasing  the  staff  of  com- 
missioners.    So  far  as  this  would  be  a 


matter  of  taking  money  out  of  the  Im- 
perial purse  he  had  nothing  to  say,  but 
he  did  object  to  giving  the  money  to 
persons  not  qualifiea  for  the  position.  If 
they  were  going  to  increase  the  salary 
they  should  maKe  it  statutory  that  the 
qualifications  of  the  men  should  be  suf- 
ficient for  the  future. 

Mr.  weir  (Ross  and  Cromarty) 
remarked  that  in  regard  to  this  matter 
the  information  was  very  scanty  indeed, 
and  he  wished  to  know  if  any  vacancy 
was  contemplated.  He  thought  the 
House  was  entitled  to  know.  It  did 
savour  to  him  very  much  like  a  job,  and 
he  for  one  would  not  be  satisfied  unless 
they  got  more  information  about  the  pro- 
posal. As  the  Member  for  Mid  Lanark 
had  said,  if  the  officer  referred  to  had 
some  status  they  might  vote  a  large 
salary.  He  considered  that  they  were 
entitled  to  know  the  age  of  this  gentle- 
man, and  also  the  ages  of  the  clerks 
whose  salaries  it  was  intended  to  raise. 
The  Lord  Advocate  was  paid  £5,000  a 
year,  and  the  Solicitor  General  £3,000  a 
year,  to  give  legal  advice,  and  if  they  con- 
sidered that  their  salaries  were  not  suffi- 
cient, then  let  them  come  and  ask  a  rise 
of  salary.  Thev  had  no  right  to  arrange 
for  these  unpaia  commissioners  obtaining 
fees.  He  should  ask  the  Scottish  Office 
to  follow  the  example  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
a  few  years  ago,  to  cut  off  all  these  allow- 
ances. He  thought  the  sooner  they  were 
abolished  the  better. 

♦Mr.  a.  graham  MURRAY  said 
the  office  referred  to  was  a  very  hard 
worked  one.  The  gentleman  who  held 
the  position  had  been  a  most  valuable 
public  servant.  He  was  qualified  by  a 
very  long  course  of  public  service,  and 
the  Lord  Advocate  ventured  to  say  that 
the  gentleman  had  done  more  work  in 
one  year  than  the  hon.  Member  the 
Member  for  Ross  had  done  ever  since  he 
had  been  in  that  House.  He  thought 
the  Treasury  might  fairly  be  trusted  to 
do  what  was  proper  in  this  matter.  This 
was  merely  carrying  into  effect  an 
arrangement  that  had  been  made  by  the 
Treasury.  It  was  not  possible  to  give 
any  more  explanation  than  he  had  given. 
If  the  Treasiu*y  came  to  the  conclusion 
that  these  gentlemen  were  underpaid,  the 
only  reason  for  not  pa3ring  them  properly 
was  this  statutory  restriction.     In  regard 
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to  the  legal  commissioners,  he  said  that 
while  it  was  the  duty  of  the  law  officers 
of  the  Crown  to  advise  the  public  Depart- 
ments, the  work  of  the  Lunacy  Depart- 
ment had  80  increased  on  account  of  the 
increase  in  the  number  of  lunatics  them- 
selves that  the  Crown  Office  had  had  a 
great  deal  to  do,  and  it  was  felt  that  thev 
could  not  be  expected  to  sacrifice  so  much 
of  their  time  as  they  had  been  doing 
without  a  certain  amount  of  remunera- 
tion. 

*Mr,  weir  said  the  hon.  and  learned 
]\Iember  had  not  answered  his  question 
as  to  the  age  of  the  secretary  and  chief 
clerk.  He  should  like  to  know  if  they 
were  on  the  eve  of  retiring  on  a  pension. 
If  these  gentlemen  are  well  advanced  in 
years  and  about  to  take  their  pensions, 
has  it  been  arranged  that  they  are  to  get 
a  larger  salary  in  order  that  they  may 
receive  a  larger  pension  ? 

Mr.  CALDWELL  was  surprised  that 
the  Lord  Advocate  should  think  those 
commissioners  were  in  any  sense  over- 
worked. In  England  they  had  six  com- 
missioners, and  in  Scotland  there  were 
two  commissioners  and  two  deputy  com- 
missioners, and  everybody  knew  that  the 
deputy  commissioners  did  more  work 
than  the  higher  paid  men.  There  was 
no  proportion  in  the  matter  at  all.  He 
could  not  for  the  life  of  him  see  how  for 
the  amount  of  work  it  was  at  all  neces- 
sary that  they  should  have  more  com- 
missioners. There  were  in  Scotland  at 
the  present  moment  more  than  a  half  of 
the  staff  they  had  in  England,  and  yet 
they  had  only  a  seventh  part  of  the 
insanity  in  Scotland.  He  did  not  think 
that  the  Lord  Advocate  had  made  out  a 
case.  Apparently  all  that  could  be  said 
was  that  the  Scotch  Office  and  the  Secre- 
tary to  the  Treasury  had  agreed  between 
them  that  the  money  should  be  forth- 
coming, and  why  should  anybody  have 
anything  to  say  against  it. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOAVLES  (Lynn  Regis) 
remarked  that  if  the  Scotch  Members 
objected  amongst  themselves  it  might  be 
that  there  was  a  strong  case  against  the 
increase.  He  observed  that  the  Lord 
Advocate  and  the  Treasury  had  agreed. 
Now,  that  was  very  suspicious.  He  would 
expect  to  see  them  in  bitter  disagree- 
ment. The  Lord  Advocate  had  given  no 
reasons  that  he  could  comprehend  for  the 
creation  of  the  new  offices. 

Mr.  A,  Graham  Murray, 


♦Mr.  a.  graham  MURRAY  said  it 
was  not  the  creation  of  new  offices. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES :  Did  I  mis- 
apprehend, then,  when  I  understood  that 
the  unpaid  commissioners  were  to  be 
paid? 

♦Mr.  a.  graham  MURRAY  said  it 
was  proposed  to  give  them  remuneration. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  said  this 
quibble  was  worthy  of  a  Scotch  advocate. 
It  was  not  to  be  salary,  but  it  was  to  be 
remuneration  !  It  was  the  creation  of  new 
charges  on  the  people,  and  these  new 
charges  were  to  be  paid  in  the  name  of 
remuneration  among  gentlemen  who  at 
present  did  not  get  any  remuneration. 
Surely  they  could  go  on  without  re- 
muneration. The  number  of  lunatics  had 
not  so  enormously  increased.  He  certainly 
thought  that  a  better  case  required  to  be 
made  out.  He  had  been  looking  in  vain 
for  Scotch  Members  to  rise  on  this  side  of 
the  House  in  support  of  the  Lord  Advo- 
cate, for  when  salaries  were  being  con- 
sidered there  ought  to  be  more  Members 
present  to  support  the  proposal. 

♦Mr.  a.  graham  MURRAY :  I  did 
not  think  it  would  be  my  unfortunate 
fate  to  have  to  explain  to  the  Hon. 
Member  for  King^s  Lynn  such  terms  as 
"  salary  "  and  •"  remuneration."  I  do  not 
wish  to  quibble  about  words,  but  what  I 
said  was  that  they  were  "  fees,"  or  "  re- 
muneration," and  not  salary.  As  hon. 
Members  know,  a  fee  is  a  thing  to  be 
given  according  as  the  Treasury  may 
determine  where  a  person  has  performed 
exceptional  service  or  not.  A  salary  is  a 
fixed  payment.  I  should  have  thought 
that  there  was  a  substantial  distinction 
between  the  two  terms. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Resolution  to  be  reported  upon  Monday 
next. 


SUPPLY. 

Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

Army  (Ordnance  Factories),  1899-1900. 

1.  £47,000,  Supplementary,  Ordnance 
Factories. 

♦Mr.  weir  (Ross  and  Cromarty)  said 
he  desired  to  know  if  there  were  any 
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penalty  clauses  in  the  contracts  connected 
with  the  ordnance  factories  for  non-fulfil- 
ment of  contracts.  K  there  were,  did  the 
contractors  get  off  scot-free,  or  were 
the  penalties  enforced,  and  if  not,  why 
not? 

♦The  financial  SECRETARY  to 
THE  WAR  OFFICE  (Mr.  J.  Powell- 
Williams,  Birmingham,  S.) :  There  are 
penalty  clauses  in  the  contracts.  Whether 
they  are  inflicted  or  not  depends  upon 
the  excuse  which  the  contractors  make. 
The  hon.  Member  who  has  asked  the 
question  knows  as  well  as  any  hon. 
Member  in  this  House  the  difficulties 
which  the  contractors  have  had  in  fulfilling 
their  contracts,  owing  to  the  difficulty  of 
obtaining  materials. 

Mr.  weir  :  No,  no  ! 

♦Mr.  J.  POWELL-WILLIAMS :  Well, 
if  he  does  not  know  it  I  know  it.  Some 
of  the  contractors  have  failed  to  fulfil  the 
terms  of  their  contracts  in  a  good  many 
cases  from  circumstances  over  which  they 
had  no  control.  In  some  oases  the  penal- 
ties had  been  exacted,  and  in  others  they 
had  not. 

Mr,  weir  thought,  if  the  War  Office 
would  invite  tenders  from  a  larger  field 
instead  of  tying  themselves  to  a  small 
number  of  firms,  the  difficulties  would 
not  arise.  The  War  Office  confined 
themselves  to  two  or  three  firms,  and 
when  there  was  a  rush  of  orders  they 
could  not  get  them  out.  He  was  sure,  if 
they  spread  their  orders  over  a  larger 
area,  they  would  have  an  unlimited 
supply. 

♦Mr.  J.  POWELL-WILLIAMS  :  There 
are  only  two  or  three  firms  who  do  certain 
particular  kinds  of  work,  and,  therefore, 
it  is  impossible  to  invite  tenders  from  a 
larger  number. 

Resolution  agreed  to. 

Navy  Estimates,  1900-1901. 

2.  £60,300,  Additional  Naval  force 
for  Service  in  Australasian  Waters. 

Resolutions  to  be  reported  upon  Mon- 
day next ;  Committee  to  sit  again  upon 
Monday  next. 


SUPPLY  [8TH  March]  REPORT. 

Resolutions  reported  : — 

Navy  Estbiates,   1900-1901. 

1.  "That  a  sum,  not  exceeding 
£,1,715,300,  be  granted  to  Her  Majesty, 
to  defray  the  Expense  of  Victualling  and 
Clothing  for  the  Navy,  including  the 
cost  of  Victualling  Establishments  at 
Home  and  Abroad,' which  will  come  in 
course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending 
on  the  31st  day  of  March,  1901. 

Mr.  WARNER  (Staffordshire,  Lich- 
field):  I  desire  to  call  attention  to  the 
question  which  was  raised  by  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  the  Member  for  North-east 
Manchester,*  whether  it  is  true  that  two 
of  the  transports  to  South  Africa  had 
been  supplied  by  the  Admiralty  with  beef 
pickled  in  1893.  I  think  the  accusation 
that  seven-year-old  beef  was  supplied  is  a 
very  serious  matter,  and  what  I  should 
like  to  have  explained  is  what  punishment 
has  been  inflicted  upon  the  people  who 
willingly  and  openly  supply  this  beef  1 
Some  officer  must  have  been  responsible 
for  having  sent  this  beef  to  the  victualling 
yard.  It  was  supplied  by  the  Admiralty, 
and  not  by  the  contractors  for  the  trans- 
ports. As  it  is  a  very  serious  matter  that 
this  state  of  things  should  exist,  I  want 
to  see  that  care  will  be  taken  that  it  shall 
not  happen  again,  and  that  those  respon- 
sible for  it  should  suffer  to  some  extent. 

Sir  CHARLES  CAMERON  (Glasgow, 
Bridgeton)  said  he  thought  if  it  was 
necessary  to  take  stringent  precautions 
with  regard  to  the  inspection  of  the  food 
supplied  to  the  mercantile  marine,  it  was 
equally  necessary  to  prevent  the  Admi- 
ralty re-issuing  old  provisions  of  that 
kind.  He  would  like  to  know  how  it 
was  that  this  1893  beef  escaped  the  in- 
spection. 

♦The  secretary  to  the  ADMI- 
RALTY (Mr.  Macartney,  Antrim, 
S.)  :  With  regard  to  this  particular 
beef  of  1893  no  complaints  have  pre- 
viously been  made  with  regard  to  it. 
It  was  landed  from  H.M.S.  Raleigh, 
and  after  it  had  been  surveyed  by  the 
officers  of  the  victualling  yard  it  was  sent 
to  the  transport.  There  were  only  two  con- 

♦  See  T%e  Parliatiientary  Dehatct  [Fourth 
Series],  Vol.  Ixxix.,  page  1414. 
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demnations  in  regard  to  this  beef  during 
the  voyage  of  the  transport.  The  remain- 
der of  the  salt  beef  supply  was  landed  at 
the  Cape,  and  it  has  been  surveyed  by  the' 
Board  of  Naval  officers  there,  who  have 
passed  it  as  satisfactory.  I  quite  agree 
that  we  should  take  every  care  to  see 
that  no  beef  of  an  undesirable  character 
should  be  issued  to  the  Navy  or  to  the 
transports.  In  this  case,  however,  every 
regulation  was  carefully  attended  to,  and 
in  my  judgment  no  officer  is  at  fault  in 
the  slightest  degree,  and  I  do  not  think 
there  is  any  necessity  that  any  special 
order  or  direction  should  be  issued  in  con- 
nection with  the  matter.  I  will  look  very 
carefully  into  the  whole  of  this  matter, 
and  I  can  assure  the  hon.  Gentleman 
that  there  is  not  the  slightest  reason  to 
suppose  that  there  has  been  any  dere- 
liction of  duty  on  the  part  of  anyone 
connected  with  the  victualling  yard. 
With  regard  to  this  question,  however,  I 
may  tell  the  hon.  Member  opposite  that 
it  is  not  at  all  an  unusual  thing  for  seven 
years  old  salt  beef  to  be  in  good  condition, 
but  the  whole  question  of  salt  beef  rations 
is  now  under  the  consideration  of  the 
Admiralty  with  a  view  to  considering 
whether  measures  should  not  be  taken  to 
diminish  the  amount  in  the  future. 

Mr.  WARNER:  Does  beef  that  is 
seven  years  old  require  a  Board  or  an 
officer  to  condemn  it  before  its  reissue  can 
be  prevented  ? 

*Mr.  MACARTNEY:  Yes,  a  survey. 
I  have  myself  eaten  salt  beef  which  was 
a  good  deal  older  than  that. 

Resolution  agreed  to. 

« 

2.  "That  a  sum,  not  exceeding 
£208,800,  be  granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to 
defray  the  E^ense  of  Medical  Services, 
including  the  cost  of  Medical  Establish- 
ments at  Home  and  Abroad,  which  will 
come  in  course  of  payment  during  the 
year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March, 
1901." 

3.  "That  a  sum,  not  exceeding 
£13,300,  be  granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to 
defray  the  Expense  of  Martial  Law,  in- 
cluding the  cost  of  Naval  Prisons  at 
Home  and  Abroad,  which  will  come  in 
course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending 
on  the  31st  day  of  March,  1901." 

Mr,  Macartney, 


4.  "  Thata  sum,  not  exceeding  £92,300, 
be  granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  defray 
the  Expenses  of  Educational  Services, 
which  will  come  in  course  of  payment 
during  the  year  ending  on  the  3l8t  day 
of  March,  1901." 

5.  "  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding 
£66,900,  be  granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to 
defi'ay  the  Expenses  of  Scientific  Services, 
which  will  come  in  course  of  payment 
during  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day 
of  March,  1901." 

6.  "That  a  sum,  not  exceeding 
£271,100,  be  granted  to  Her  Majesty, 
to  defray  the  Expenses  of  the  Royal  Naval 
Reserve,  and  the  Retired  Officers  and 
Seamen  Pensioner  Reserve,  which  will 
come  in  course  of  payment  during  the  year 
ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March,  1901." 

7.  "That  a  sum,  not  exceeding 
£3,004,700,  be  granted  to  Her  Majesty, 
to  defray  the  Expenses  of  Naval  Arma- 
ments, which  will  come  in  course  of  pay- 
ment during  the  year  ending  on  the  31st 
dayof  Marchfl901." 

8.  "That  a  sum,  not  exceeding 
£271,200,  be  granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to 
defray  the  Expense  of  various  Miscel- 
laneous Effective  Services,  which  will 
come  in  course  of  payment  during  the 
year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March, 
1901." 

9.  "  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding 
£786,700,  be  granted  to  Her  Majesty  to 
defray  the  Expense  of  Half  Pay,  Reserved, 
and  Retired  Pay  to  Officers  of  the  Navy 
and  Marines,  which  will  come  in  course 
of  payment  during  the  year  ending  on  the 
31st  day  of  March,  1901." 

Mr.  WaLIAM  REDMOND  (Clare, 
E.) :  Shall  I  be  in  order  in  asking  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  upon  this 
Vote  whether  his  Department  will  consider 
the  question  of  sending  a  ship  from  time 
to  time  to  protect  our  fisheries  1 

No  answer  being  given, 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND  pro- 
ceeded :  I  must  press  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admi- 
ralty to  answer  my  question,  and  unless  I 
get  a  satisfactory  answer  or  some  en- 
couragement I  shall  feel  it  my  duty  to 
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take  a  division  against  this  Vote.  The 
sums  of  money  asked  for  here  are  very  con- 
siderable in  respect  to  Half  Pay  andRetired 
Pay,  and  I  take  it  that  it  is  not  an  un- 
reasonable thing  that  we  should  get  some 
return  for  this  expenditure  in  the  shape 
of  the  presence  of  a  warship  to  protect 
our  fisheries.  I  do  not  wish  to  delay  the 
progress  of  these  Votes,  but  I  think  I  am 
entitled  to  some  sort  of  a  reply. 

♦Mr.  speaker  :  If  the  hon.  Member 
is  going  to  discuss  Retired  Pay,  he  is  in 
oroer ;  otherwise  not. 

Mr,  WILLIAM  REDMOND:  I  am 
giving  as  a  reason  why  we  should  pay 
this  money  that  in  return  for  it  we  should 
have  a  warship  sent  to  protect  our 
fisheries. 

♦Mr.  speaker  :  Upon  those  lines  the 
hon.  Member  might  discuss  any  subject 
he  pleases. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND :  If  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  does  not  think  it 
of  sufficient  importance  to  give  me  a 
reply 

♦Mr.  SPEAKER:  Order,  order!  I 
should  have  to  prevent  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  from  giving  such  an  answer, 
because  he  would  be  out  of  order  in  deal- 
ing with  fisheries. 

Resolution  agreed  to. 

10.  "  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding 
£1,123,600,  be  granted  to  Her  Majesty 
to  defray  the  Expense  of  Naval  and 
Marine  Pensions,  Gratuities,  and  Com- 
passionate Allowances,  which  will  come  in 
course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending 
on  the  31st  day  of  March,  1901." 

11.  "That  a  sum,  not  exceeding 
X343,500,  be  granted  to  Her  Majesty  to 
defray  the  Expense  of  Civil  Pensions  and 
Gratuities,  which  will  come  in  course  of 
payment  during  the  year  ending  on  the 
31st  day  of  March,  1901." 

Resolutions  agreed  to. 

SALE    OK     INTOXICATING     LIQUORS 
TO    CHILDREN    (No.    2)    BILL. 

[Skcond  Reading.] 
Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 


♦Mr.  SOUTTAR  (Dumfriesshire):  I 
beg  leave  to  move  the  Second  Reading 
of  this  Bill.  There  is  a  great  amount  of 
interest  taken  in  it  not  only  on  this  side 
of  the  House,  but  also  on  the  other  side,  and 
there  is  a  general  consensus  of  opinion 
that  something  should  be  done.  The 
whole  Bill  is  contained  in  one  clause, 
which  is  almost  word  for  word  the  re- 
commendation which  has  been  made  by 
Lord  Peel's  Commission,  both  by  the 
majority  and  the  minority.  That  Com- 
mission was  practically  unanimous  that 
the  age  at  which  intoxicating  liquors 
should  be  supplied  to  children  should  be 
raised  to  sixteen.  It  is  not  necessary  for 
me  to  give  many  arguments  in  its  favour, 
because  the  infinite  mischief  which  is 
being  done  in  this  country  at  the  present 
time  by  the  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors  to 
children  of  very  tender  age  is  very  well 
known  to  hon.  Members,  and  great  mis- 
chief is  done  by  such  children  going  for 
liquor  to  public-houses.  I  know  very 
well  that  the  friends  of  temperance  on 
the  other  side  of  the  House  are  also  very 
anxious  that  something  should  be  done 
to  minimise  this  evil. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
time." 

The  first  LORD  of  the  ADMI- 
RALTY (Mr.  GoscHEN,  St.  George's, 
Hanover  Square)  :  I  beg  leave  to  move, 
"That  the  House  do  now  adjourn."  I 
think  this  motion  is  justified  on  the 
ground  that  there  was  an  understanding 
that  the  House  should  adjourn  after  the 
Gk)vemment  business  had  been  dis- 
posed of. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  this  House  do  now  adjourn."— (TAa 
First  Loj'd  of  tlie  Admiralty,) 

Mr.  ASQUITH  (Fifeshire,E.):  I  protest 
against  this  course  being  taken,  and  I  do 
not  think  we  ought  to  assent  to  this  pro- 
posal. I  know  of  no  such  understanoing 
as  that  which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
has  alluded  to.  The  only  understanding 
I  know  of  is  that  the  House  should 
devote  Friday  evenings  to  Supply.  If 
the  Gk)vernment,  for  reasons  of  their  own, 
can  appropriate  Friday  evenings  for 
Gk)vemment  Bills,  why  on  earth,  at 
twenty  minutes  to  six  o'clock,  when  all 
the  Gfovemment  business  is  disposed  of. 
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should  the  House  be  prevented  from  dis- 
cussing a  Bill  of  great  importance  to  the 
social  interests  of  the  people  ?  This  Bill 
is  founded  upon  the  unanimous  recom- 
mendation of  a  Eoyal  Commission,  and  I 
do  not  think,  under  these  circumstances, 
that  I  am  not  using  too  strong  language 
when  I  say  that  it  is  little  short  of  a 
scandal  that  the  House  of  Commons 
should  be  asked  by  the  Government  to 
assent  to  this  proposal  to  burke  this  most 
useful  and  most  important  measure. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND:  With 
what  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  East  Fife  has  just  said  I  think 
the  majority  of  the  House  will  cordially 
agree.  It  certainly  does  seem  an  extra- 
ordinary state  of  things  that,  because  the 
Government  have  had  their  business 
facilitated  this  evening  from  every  quarter 
of  the  House,  they  should  now  wish  to 
prevent  private  Members  from  proceed- 
ing with  Bills  of  this  kind.  Does  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  object  to  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  Royal  Commission, 
which  has  the  approval  of  all  sections  of 
the  House?  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  East  Fife  has  used  the  word 
"  scandal,"  and  I  do  not  think  it  is  too 
strong  a  word  at  all  in  regard  to  this  pro- 
posal. I  ask  what  will  the  people  of  the 
country  at  large  think  if  they  are  obliged 
to  read  in  the  newspapers  that,  at  a 
quarter  to  six  o'clock,  because  the  Govern- 
ment had  done  their  business,  they 
insisted  upon  adjourning  the  House  with- 
out giving  private  Members  an  opportunity 
of  dealing  with  this  Bill.  Certainly  this 
session  there  has  been  no  Bill  proposed  of 
more  importance  than  this  now  before  the 
House.  It  is  a  temperance  Bill,  and  it  is 
one  which  I  do  not  believe  those  connected 
with  the  drink  trade  in  the  country  would 
object  to  very  seriously  themselves.  Are 
we  now  to  be  told  that  a  Bill  of  this  kind 
is  to  be  strangled  and  blocked  not  because 
a  majority  of  the  House  is  against  it,  but 
because  the  Government  desire  to  have  a 
night  off  ?  I  dare  say  private  Members 
in  this  House  are  just  as  anxious  to  have 
a  night  off  as  hon.  Members  opposite,  but 
it  is  a  monstrous  thing  to  say  that  the 
Government  should  come  here  and  prevent 
those  willing  to  remain  to  do  some  useful 
work  from  doing  it  because  the  Govern- 
ment work  has  been  disposed  of.  Private 
Members  occupy  a  different  position  to 
members  of  the  Government.  It  is  the 
duty  of  the  members  of  the  Government 

Mr.  Asquith. 


not  only  to  see  that  Government  business 
is  done,  but  to  give  private  Members 
assistance  upon  occasions  like  this.  So 
far  this  session  private  ^[embers  have  had 
absolutely  no  opportunities,  and  a  private 
Member  might  as  well  have  been  absent 
from  the  House  altogether.  The  Govern- 
ment have  transacted  their  business  with- 
out consulting  the  wishes  of  private 
Members  at  all,  because  they  have  appro- 
priated almost  every  hour  of  the  time  of 
Parliament  since  the  session  began. 
I  hope,  under  these  circumstances,  hon. 
Members  will  oppose  the  motion  for  the 
adjournment,  and  let  this  Bill  be  con- 
sidered. I  believe  a  Bill  which  has  for 
its  object  to  prevent  young  children  going 
to  public  houses,  where  they  would  pro- 
bably learn  to  drink  and  become  de- 
moralised, will  be  passed  by  an  enormous 
majority.  I  see  the  hon.  Member  for 
South  Belfast  in  his  place.  On  some 
questions  of  temperance  legislation  he  and 
I  have  not  always  agreed,  but  this  Bill 
I  heartily  support,  and  I  appeal  to  the 
hon.  Member,  in  the  interests  of  the 
temperance  cause,  which  he  is  always  so 
ready  to  support,  to  oppose  this  motion. 
The  proposition  of  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty  is  so  unreasonable  and  prepos- 
terous, that  I  do  not  believe  the  House 
will  sanction  it,  and  if  it  does  it  will  be 
universally  condemned  throughout  the 
country  when  it  is  known  that,  instead  of 
allowing  private  Members  to  discuss  a 
Bill  of  this  kind,  the  Gk)vemment,  having 
voted  all  their  money,  want  to  go  off  to 
spend  the  evening  at  the  Empire  or  the 
Alhambra. 

Mr.  TRITTON  (Lambeth,  Norwood) : 
May  I  appeal  to  Her  Majesty's  Gk)vem- 
ment  not  to  persist  with  this  motion.  I 
do  not  know  a  more  important  measure 
than  the  measure  which  has  been  referred 
to,  or  one  which  the  best  people  in  the 
land  more  earnestly  desire  to  see  passed 
into  law.  Both  the  minority  and  majority 
Reports  of  the  Royal  Commission  which 
was  appointed  by  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment to  inquire  inio  the  Licensing  Laws, 
and  which  gave  three  years  hard  labour 
to  the  subject,  were  unanimous  in  support 
of  this  measure.  I  can  hardly  imagine 
that  Her  Majesty's  Government  are  gomg 
to  burke  discussion  on  such  a  Bill,  and  in 
making  a  most  earnest  appeal  to  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  I  can  assure  him  that 
hundreds  and  thousands  of  the  best  sup- 
porters of  the  Government  are  thoroughly 
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in  favour  of  this  Bill.  It  is  only  ten  minutes 
to  six  o'clock  now,  and  we  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  passing  the  Second  Reading  of 
a  Bill  which  will  be  beneficial  not  only 
to  the  present  generation  but  to  all  future 
generations  in  the  country.  I  most 
earnestly  appeal  to  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment, which  is  anxious  to  be  known  as 
a  Grovemment  desirous  of  promoting 
domestic  legislation,  to  give  us  an  oppor- 
tunity of  discussing  the  Bill  to-night, 
otherwise  I  will  certainly  be  under  the 
painful  necessity  of  voting  against  the 
motion. 

Mr.  JOHN  WILSON  (Durham,  Mid) : 
After  the  appeal  of  the  non.  Gentleman, 
I  hope  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
will  see  his  way  to  withdraw  the  motion 
of  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty.  It 
is  very  clear  that  there  is  a  general  con- 
census of  opinion  in  favour  of  the  Bill.  I 
submit  this  question  to  the  First  Lord  of 
the  Treasury.  Their  great  majority  was 
given  to  the  Government  in  1895  for  a^ 
specific  purpose,  and  that  was  that  they 
were  to  devote  their  attention  to  matters 
of  social  legislation  for  this  country.  Are 
we  to  understand  now  that  this  great 
majority  is  to  l>e  used  for  the  purpose  of 
stifling  a  measure  which  touches  the 
young  life  of  the  country,  and  would 
prevent  children  of  twelve  or  thirteen 
years  of  age  being  sent  to  public-houses, 
where  they  would  come  under  the  evils 
and  the  vicious  influences  of  the  drink 
traffic  1  Will  the  Government,  in  face  of 
the  emphatic  opinion  expressed  in  this 
House,  insist  on  the  motion  for 
the  adjournment  1  The  Bill  can 
be  discussed  in  about  an  hour. 
There  is  not  any  serious  difference  of 
opinion  upon  it,  and  it  has  not  been 
sprung  newly  upon  the  country.  The 
hon.  Member  for  East  Clare  talked  about 
the  Alhambra  and  the  Empire.  I  do  not 
think  the  Government  are  acting  from 
any  such  motive,  but  I  think  that  they 
have  not  realised  the  great  volume  of 
opinion  against  selling  drink  to  children. 
I  make  an  appeal  to  the  Gk)vemm6nt  as 
one  knowing  the  people  of  this  country. 
I  come  from  a  great  industrial  centre — 
one  of  the  most  congested  industrial 
centres  in  this  country — and  I  know  the 
feeling  of  the  people  on  this  question, 
and  I  do  not  think  that  the  Government, 
if  indicted  at  the  bar  of  public  opinion, 
can  give  any  satisfactory  justification  for 
the  course  they  now  propose  to  take.     I 


appeal  to  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury, 
now  that  he  has  heard  the  opinion  on  his 
own  side  of  the  House — an  opinion  which 
is  strongly  shared  on  this  side — to  with- 
draw the  motion  for  the  adjournment. 

♦Mr.  WILLIAM  JOHNSTON  (Belfast, 
S.)  :  I  join  in  the  appeal  to  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  not  to  crush  the 
first  attempt  made  this  session  to  carry 
temperance  legislation  with  a  measure 
which  had  the  unanimous  approval  of 
both  the  minority  and  majority  Reports 
of  the  Royal  Commission.  I  ask  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  to  celebrate  the 
Queen's  visit  to  London  by  allowing  us  to 
carry  a  measure  which  is  in  the  best 
interests  of  the  Queen's  younger  subjects. 
I  regret  exceedingly  to  take  up  a  position 
of  even  apparent  hostility  to  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  and  the  Government, 
but  on  this  occasion,  feeling  intensely  for 
the  cause  for  which  I  have  been  working 
all  my  life,  I  join  in  the  appeal  to  the 
Government.  I  should  regret  extremely 
to. be  under  the  necessity  of  voting  against 
the  motion. 

Sir  WILLIAM  HOULDSWORTH 
(Manchester,  N.W.) :  I  wish  to  associate 
myself  with  the  appeal  to  the  First  Lord  of 
the  Treasury  to  allow  this  Bill  to  be  pro- 
ceeded with.  Having  served  on  the 
Royal  Commission,  I  can  say  that,  of  all 
the  disputed  questions  we  had  to  consider, 
the  practical  proposal  in  this  Bill  was 
received  with  entire  unanimity,  and  was 
supported  not  only  by  temperance 
reformers,  but  also  by  those  who  do  not 
ordinarily  work  for  temperance  reform.  It 
is  one  of  those  questions  which  appeals  to 
every  man.  The  Bill  would  prevent  the 
degradation  of  young  children  in  this- 
country  by  removing  the  opportunities 
which  they  have  at  present  of  visiting^ 
public-houses  in  a  way  which  I  am  sure 
no  one  wishes.  The  opportunity  having 
accidentally  occurred,  I  hope  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  will  allow  us  to 
deal  with  this  Bill.  I  am  a  little  afraid 
Her  Majesty's  Gk)vernment  are  not  very 
active  in  bringing  forward  some  of  the 
reforms 

♦Mr.  speaker  :  Order,  onier !  The 
only  question  is  the  adjournment  of  the 
House. 

Sir  WILLIAM  HOULDSWORTH  :  I 
will  only  appeal  again  to  the  First  Lord 
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of  the  Treasury  to  give  us  this  oppor- 
tunity. 

The  first  LORD  of  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Manchester, 
E.):  I  need  not  say  that  I  thoroughly 
understand  the  motives  which  have  in- 
fluenced my  hon.  friend  who  has  just  sat 
down,  my  hon.  friend  the  Member  for 
South  Belfast,  and  hon.Gentlemen  opposite 
in  appealing  to  the  Government  to  allow 
this  Bill  to  go  on.  Their  reasons  are  not 
based  on  reasons  of  procedure  ;  they  are 
based  on  an  earnest  desire  that  this 
opportunity  should  be  taken  to  help  to 
carry  into  law  what  they  believe,  and 
what  certainly  I  am  not  going  to  deny  to 
be,  a  great  temperance  reform.  I  am  not 
going  to  discuss  the  merits  of  the  Bill, 
because  it  is  not  in  regard  to  the  merits 
of  the  Bill  that  I  should  be  disposed  to 
support  the  motion.  But  the  general 
convenience  of  procedure  is  a  motive 
which  should  not  be  lightly  thrown  aside 
by  hon.  Members  because  of  their  pre- 
dilection for  any  particular  measure. 
It  will  be  remembered  that  it  was  the 
desire  of  the  Government  that  the 
Factories  Bill  should  be  brought  on  to- 
night, and  if  it  had  been  taken  I  suppose 
we  should  have  a  long  and  interesting 
•debate  on  it.  An  appeal  was  made  to  me 
hy  hon.  Gentlemen  interested  in  that  Bill 
to  defer  it  on  the  ground  that  they  pre- 
ferred a  longer  time  to  consider  its 
provisions.  That  Bill  also  deals  with  the 
health  and  social  condition  of  the  people ; 
it  is,  moreover,  a  measure  of  the  very 
^eatest  importance,  but  we  were 
Appealed  to  by  various  hon.  Members  in- 
terested in  it  to  put  it  off  for  some  time 
longer  in  order  that  they  might  have  a 
better  opportunity  of  considering  its  pro- 
visions in  detail.  Why  is  the  same 
justice  or  injustice  not  to  be  meted 
out  to  the  private  Member  as  was  meted 
out  to  the  Government  ? 

*Mr.  WILLIAM  JOHNSTON:  The 
Government  can  take  a  day  any  time  they 
like. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  The  Bill  we 
are  now  asked  to  consider  came  on,  by 
the  admission  of  my  hon.  friend,  accident- 
ally. Not  a  single  hon.  Member  inte- 
rested in  the  Bui  yesterday  conceived 
that  this  measure  would  come  before  the 
House  of  Commons  to-day.  I  have  my 
doubts  whether  of  the  ten  or  twelve  hon 

Sir  JVilliam  Houldsworth. 


Members  whose    names    appear    on  the 
back  of  the  Bill  there  is  one  now  present 

Mr.  SOUTTAR:  Four  Members  at 
least  are  present. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  They  are  Mr. 
Souttar,  Sir  Robert  Reid,  Sir  James 
Haslett,  Sir  Thomas  Gibson  Carmichael, 
Mr.  Herbert  Pease,  Mr.  Wbittaker,  Mr. 
Herbert  Roberts,  Mr.  Provand,  and  Mr. 
Douglas.  I  do  not  consider  that  on 
Friday  nights  it  is  for  the  general  conve- 
nience of  the  House  that  these  Bills 
should  be  allowed  to  come  on  without 
notice.  That  principle  has  been  pressed 
on  me  by  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  Friday 
after  Friday,  and  I  do  not  think  it  is  in 
accordance  with  the  general  judicious 
conduct  of  our  debates  that  we  should 
depart  from  a  rule  which,  so  far  as  I 
know,  has  been  universally  accepted 
during  all  the  sessions  in  which 
Fridays  have  been  devoted  to  the 
purposes  of  Supply.  The  Bill  itself 
is  one  whose  object,  at  all  events, 
everybody  in  the  House  would  desire  to 
see  carried  out.  Its  object  is  to  promote 
temperance  among  the  young,  and  I 
cannot  conceive  a  more  important  sub- 
ject ;  but,  whether  this  Bill  provides  the 
proper  machinery  to  carry  that  object  out, 
or  whether  it  is  a  Bill  which,  in  its  present 
form,  ought  to  pass,  is  a  question  on 
which  I  am  quite  incapable  ot  giving  an 
opinion,  because,  like  the  rest  of  the  House, 
I  had  no  idea  that  it  was  coming  on,  and 
therefore  I  did  not  prepare  myself  for  the 
discussion  of  the  subject.  My  case  is 
that,  I  am  sure,  of  the  great  mass  of  those 
who  are  listening  to  me  ;  it  is  the  case  of 
a  large  number  of  gentlemen  who  are  not 
here,  but  who  would  have  been  in  the 
House  had  they  thought  the  Bill  was 
coming  on.  Under  these  circumstances  I 
should  not  advise  the  House  to  dissent 
from  the  motion  of  my  hon.  friend. 

Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN 
(Stirling  Burghs) :  The  argument  with 
which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Leader  of  the  House  ha^  just  concluded 
his  speech  is  an  argument  that  would 
apply  to  any  Bill  on  any  Paper  except  the 
fir^it  two  or  three,  which  are  usually 
Government  measures,  and  which  the 
House  expects  to  come  on.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  puts  forward  the  best 
plea  he  can;  but  if  I  had  any  regard, 
which    I     have     not,     to      any     party 
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advantage  over  the  right  hon.    Gentle- 
man, I  should  very  much  like  to  go  to  a 
division  now,  and  let  the  country  see  that 
we  have,  on  the  one  hand,  an  opportunity 
of  debating  this  undoubtedly  useful  Bill 
carrying  out  the  unanimous  recommenda- 
tion of  the  Royal  Commission,  and,  on  the  | 
other    hand,    we     have    the    somewhat  I 
pedantic  and  little  considerations  which 
the    right  hon.  Gentleman  has  just  ad- 
dressed to  the  House.     The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  is  quite  right  in  sajring  that  a 
Bill  of  this  sort,  in  ordinary  circumstances, 
is  not  expected  to  come  on  on  a  Friday  ; 
but  who  is  it  that  has  "im-Fridayed" 
this  particular  Friday  1    Who  is  it  that 
has    unfrocked    the  Friday?     It   is  the 
Government  themselves,  not   from    any 
fault  of  their  own,  because  I  quite  admit 
that  we  have  no  right  to  blame  them  for 
any  confusion  into  which  their  business 
has  fallen  owing  to  the  lamented  illness 
of  one  of  their  numbers — the  Member  in 
charge  of  the  Army  Estimates.     But  the 
ri^ht  hon.  Gentleman  having  no  Estimates 
which  he  could  propose  to  the  House  to- 
night, took  a  stage  of  three  important 
Grovemment  Bills,  which  was  unexpected 
except  for  the  very  short  notice  given  at 
midnight  last  night,  and    which    could 
have  had  no  effect  on  those  hon.  Members 
interested  in  these  Bills,  who  had  gone  to 
the  country  for  the  week  end.     Surely, 
these  small  consideratic^ns  to  which  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  referred,  and  which 
are  out  of  place  to-night,  because,  as  I 
have  said,   the  Government  themselves 
have  departed    from    the  usual   Friday 
practice,  will  not  prevail  with  the  House. 
I  trust  the  House  will  take  the  advantage 
of  this  opportunity,  which  we  hail  with 
satisfaction,  of  passing  a  most  important 
and  vital  stage  of  a  measure  which  is 
universally  accepted    by    all  shades    of 
opinion  on  the  subject  of  licensing  as  a 
reform  urgently  required  in  the  interests 
of  young  people. 

Mb.  HOBHOUSE  (Somersetshire,  K) : 
I  am  not  one  of  the  promoters  of  tlus 
Bill,  but  I  most  certainly  say  that  I  shall 
vote  against  the  motion  of  the  right  hon. 
Grentleman,  on  the  ground  of  the  rights 
of  private  Members  alone.  I  ask  whether 
this  session  there  is  to  be  an  understand- 
ing that  private  Members  are  to  have  no 
legislation  at  all.  This  is  the  second 
time  this  week  that  the  Government 
have  supported  a  motion  for  adjournment 
immediately  on  the  conclusion  of  their 


own  business.  The  old  practice  used  to 
be  when  I  first  came  into  the  House  that, 
if  there  was  no  Gk)vernment  business, 
private  Members  got  the  advantage.  Why 
on  earth  should  not  private  Members 
have  the  crumbs  which  fall  from  the 
Government  table  1  At  any  rate,  if  this 
rule  is  to  be  laid  down,  let  it  be  an  open 
and  well  established  rule.  It  was  said 
that  this  Bill  came  on  unexpectedly,  and 
that  hon.  Members  were  therefore  unpre- 
pared for  it ;  but  the  proper  way  to  meet 
that  was  to  move  the  adjournment  of 
the  debate,  not  the  adjournment  of  the 
House.  This  is  really  a  question  of  the 
rights  of  private  Members.  If,  as  a 
matter  of  course,  we  are  simply  here 
night  after  night  to  register  the  decrees 
of  the  Government  in  granting  them  Votes 
in  Supply,  I  for  one,  as  a  loyal  supporter, 
would  have  been  ready  and  willing  to  do 
so ;  but  I  do  think  that  when  private 
Members  get  a  chance,  as  they  have  this 
evening,  they  should  not  be  deprived  of 
their  rights  and  privileges  by  the  Govern- 
ment. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  If  my  hon. 
friend  will  allow  me  to  say  it,  he  seems 
to  think  that  the  action  of  the  Govern- 
ment is  directed  against  private  Members. 
1  can  assure  him  that  is  not  the  case.  We 
may  be  right  or  we  may  be  wrong  in  the 
action  we  have  taken  ;  but  we  conceived 
ourselves  to  be  acting  as  the  guardians  of 
the  rights  of  private  Members  in  taking 
care  that  a  measure  which  private  Mem- 
bers did  not  expect  to  come  on  should 
not  be  taken  on  a  day  when  such  measures 
are  not  usually  discussed. 

Mr.  HOBHOUSE:  If  this  is  the 
way  the  Government  propose  to  protect 
private  Members'  rights,  I  can  see  that 
very  soon  private  Menlbers  will  have  no 
riehts  to  protect.  There  is  another  con- 
siaeration.  All  of  us  have  been  struck 
within  the  last  few  months  with  the  tone 
adopted  by  a  large  section  of  the  press  of 
the  country  in  regard  to  the  attitude  of  the 
Government  to  the  House.  I  think  that 
that  attack  upon  the  House  of  Commons 
will  be  to  a  large  extent  justified  if  we 
abrogate  in  this  way  all  the  powers  of 
legislation  by  private  Members.  I  can 
assure  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  that 
there  are  a  large  number  of  Members, 
even  on  this  side  of  the  House,  who 
strongly  object  to  the  threatened  extinc- 
tion of  all  private  Members'  rights,  and 
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especially  the  action  of  the  Government 
in  doing  their  best  to  adjourn  the  House 
the  other  night  and  to-night. 

♦Mr.  TENNANT  (Berwickshire) :  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  has  taken  credit 
that  the  Government  did  not  go  on  with 
the  Factories  and  Workshops  Bill  to- 
night. I  do  not  think  the  Government 
can  claim  any  credit  for  that;  for  it 
is  a  very  large  and  complicated  measure, 
and  was  only  received  by  Members 
yesterday  morning.  I  am  surprised 
that  the  Government,  which  professed 
at  the  general  election  to  be  such 
advocates  of  social  reform,  should  have 
blocked  a  measure  of  social  reform  by 
moving  the  adjournment  of  the  House. 
This  is  not  the  first  time  that  this  has 
occurred,  because  on  Tuesday  last  a  very 
useful  measure  introduced  by  my  right 
hon.  friend  below  the  gangway  (Sir  C. 
Dilke)  was  also  blocked.  I  protest  against 
the  action  of  the  Government. 

Mr.  HERBERT  ROBERTS  (Denbigh- 
shire, W.) :  I  make  a  very  strong  appeal 
to  the  Leader  of  the  House  to  give  way 
in  this  matter.  My  name  is  on  the  Bill. 
I  am  one  of  those  who  had  the  honour  to 
serve  on  the  Royal  Commission,  and 
heard  the  evidence  from  beginning  to 
end,  and  I  wish  to  urge  the  strength  of 
the  evidence  in  favour  of  the  single 
operative  clause  of  this  Bill.  The  House 
of  Commons  may  well  spend  an  hour  in 
discussing  a  measure  which  will  be  of  im- 
doubted  benefit  to  the  community. 

Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN  (Kilkenny) : 
I  oppose  the  adjournment  of  the  House. 
It  is  a  monstrous  thing  that  such  a  large 
House  as  is  present  should  be  asked  to 
adjourn  in  daylight,  when  there  is  a  Bill 
before  it  for  discussion  in  which  so  many 
Members  are  interested.  It  is  a  non- 
contentious  Bill,  and,  from  my  own 
knowledge,  the  trade  in  Ireland  do  not  op- 
pose it.  I  may  say  without  any  disrespect 
that  the  First  Loitl  of  the  Admiralty  has 
blundered  in  moving  the  adjournment  of 
the  House.  The  First  Lord  of  the  Trea- 
sury is  almost  always  happy  in  difficult 
situations,  but  to  my  mind  he  did  not 
make  out  a  good  ckse  for  putting  off  the 
discussion  of  this  Bill.  I  would  there- 
fore appeal  to  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Admirsuty  to  ask  leave  to  withdraw  his 
motion,  which  I  am  sure  will  be  eiven. 
After  all,  the  discussion  will  not  take  so 
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very  lon^,  and  the  Second  Reading  may 
be  a^eed  to  on  the  understanding  that 
the  Bill  goes  to  a  Committee,  where  it 
may  be  improved.  Probably  some  of  the 
members  of  the  Gk>vernment  want  to  go 
to  some  entertainment.  If  so,  they  can 
go,  and  leave  us  here  to  do  the  business 
of  the  nation.  I  appeal  to  the  hon. 
Member  for  South  Tyrone,  who  takes 
such  a  deep  interest  in  temperance,  to 
induce  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty 
to  withdraw  his  motion. 

♦Mr.  BANBURY  (Camberwell,  Peck- 
ham):  Hon.  Members  on  both  sides  of 
the  House  have  entreated  the  Govern- 
ment to  withdraw  the  motion  on  the 
ground  that  this  is  a  good  Bill,  but 
whether  the  Bill  is  a  good  one  or  a  bad 
one  is  not  the  question.  The  question  is 
whether  we  shall  alter  the  procedure  of 
adjourning  on  Fridays  after  Government 
business,  a  procedure  which  has  obtained 
for  the  last  four  or  five  sessions,  and 
which  has  worked  well.  It  would  be 
impossible,  after  Gk)vemment  business,  to 
consider  whether  or  not  there  happened 
to  be  a  Bill  down  which,  in  the  opinion  of 
the  few  Members  generally  present  on 
Friday  evenings,  was  a  good  one,  and  there- 
fore  should  be  taken ;  or  whether  all  the 
bills  were  bad,  and  therefore  should  not  be 
taken.  If  the  procedure  is  altered,  all  Bills, 
whether  good  or  bad,  must  be  taken,  and 
the  result  would  be  that  many  Bills  would 
obtain  a  Second  Reading  which  ordinarily 
would  be  rejected.  The  late  Home  Sec- 
retary said  the  Government  had  "un- 
Friday'd  "  Friday.  That  is  true,  but  it 
was  done  in  the  interests  of  hon.  Gentle- 
men opposite  ;  and,  had  the  Factory  Bill, 
which  was  to  have  been  taken,  and  which 
also  was  abandoned  at  the  request  of  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite,  been  proceeded  with, 
the  whole  evening  would  have  been  taken 
up. 

Mr.  GEDGE  (Walsall) :  The  fact  that 
there  are  such  a  large  number  of  Mem- 
bers in  the  House  is  a  sufficient  answer  to 
the  hon.  Gentleman  who  has  just  sat 
down.  Without  going  into  the  merits  of 
the  Bill,  which  touches  a  subject  of  great 
importance  and  excites  a  great  deal  of 
interest  throughout  the  country,  I  think 
it  would  be  almost  a  disgrace  to  the 
House  of  Commons  to  adjourn  at  a 
quarter  past  six  on  a  Friday  afternoon, 
when  we  expected  to  be  here  the  whole 
evening,  and  not  to  afiford  time  to  discuss 
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this  Bill.  If  it  passes  the  Second  Reading, 
and  should  turn  out  incapable  of  amend- 
ment in  Committee,  it  can  easily  be 
thrown  out  on  the  Third  Reading.  We 
should  expose  ourselves  to  the  charge  of 
cowardice  if,  having  this  Bill  brought  be- 
fore us,  we  could  not  afford  time  to 
discuss  it.  It  is  always  with  great  regret 
that  I  go  against  the  Leader  of  the  House, 
but  unless  the  right  hon«  Gentleman  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  withdraws 
the  motion,  I  shall  be  compelled  to  vote 
against  the  Government. 

Captain  NORTON  (Newington,  W.) : 
1  only  want  to  point  out  that  this  Bill  is 
practically  unopposed.  [Hon.  Mem- 
bers :  "  No,  No,"  and  "  ACTeed."]  There 
is  scarcely  a  Member  in  the  House  who 
would  venture  to  go  before  any  con- 
stituency in  the  country  and  say  he 
opposes  the  Bill.  It  is  the  manifest  wish 
of  the  majority  of  hon.  Members  pre- 
sent that  the  Bill  should  be  discussed,  and 
I  hope  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  will 
consider  the  advisability  of  meeting  the 
wishes  of  the  House. 

Mr.  H.  p.  pease  (Darlington^: 
I  would  suggest  to  the  Leader  of  tne 
House  that  the  question  should  be  put  to 
the  House  without  the  Government  Whips 
taking  charge  of  the  division. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  :  I  do  not  think 
that  my  hon.  friend's  suggestion  would  be  a 
proper  one,  for  the  motion  was  made  by  a 
member  of  the  Government  in  my  absence, 
and  it  would  have  been  made  by  me  had 
I  been  present.  I  wish,  however,  the 
House  to  understand  that,  while  I  give 
them  the  best  advice  in  my  power,  it  is 
not  my  intention  to  attempt  to  drive  the 
House.  According  to  my  judgment  the 
course  pressed  upon  me  is  not  a  very  wise 
one,  and  possibly  there  may  come  a  time 
when  the  Leader  of  the  Opposition  would 
come  to  see  that  himself.  The  only  wish 
I  would  utter  at  the  present  moment  is, 
that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Leader 
of  the  Opposition  will  recollect  that  his 
view  is  that  if  a  Bill  is  down  on  the  Paper, 
even  if  it  comes  on  in  a  most  unexpected 
manner,  there  is  no  reason  why  it  should 
not  be  fully  discussed  by  the  House.  I 
will  remember  it. 

Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN  : 
That  mieht  be  a  very  good  reason  for 
moving  the  adjournment  of  the  debate  on 
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an  individual  Bill,  but  not  the  adjourn- 
ment of  the  House. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  :  I  really  do  not 
see  any  distinction  between  the  two.  There 
were  two  Bills  which  came  on  absolutely 
without  notice,  and  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man thinks  that  there  is  no  reason  why 
they  should  not  be  discussed,  and  that  he 
would  take  the  same  view,  whether  the 
Bill  was  a  Government  Bill  or  a  private 
Member's  Bill.  I  take  a  different  view, 
and  I  only  wish  that  the  doctrine  now 
uttered  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  from 
his  responsible  jiosition  will  recur  to  his 
mind  on  some  subsequent  occasion  when 
the  Government  is  desirous  of  passing  a 
Bill  which,  owing  to  some  Parliamentary 
accident,  has  come  on  somewhat  earlier 
than  was  expected,  or  *on  an  occasion  not 
anticipated.  However,  so  far  as  I  can 
collect  the  general  view  of  the  House,  it 
is  that  they  are  so  desirous  of  this  parti- 
cular measure  that  they  are  prepared  to 
abandon  the  general  principle  of  procedure 
which  usually  appeals  to  their  minds.  I 
do  not  agree,  as  I  have  said,  but  if  they 
take  that  view  I  shall  not  insist  on  the 
motion  for  which  I  am  practically  respon- 
sible. 

Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Original  Motion  again  proposed. 

Mr.  galloway  (Manchester,  S.W.): 
I  cannot  help  thinking  that  this  Bill, 
coming  on  without  warning,  has  put  some 
of  us  in  a  somewhat  unfortunate  position, 
for  we  have  not  had  time  to  consider  it, 
or  to  read  the  evidence  of  the  Royal  Com- 
mission on  which  it  is  based.  Everybody 
will  agree  that  it  is  wrong  to  sell  intoxi- 
cating drink  to  children,  but  whether  this 
Bill  will  effect  the  object  for  which  it  is 
intended  I  think  is  extremely  doubtful. 

Mr.  MIDDLEMORE  (Birmingham, 
N.) :  I  think  the  House  will  approve  of 
the  very  few  words  I  have  to  say.  At 
the  first  glance  this  Bill  seems  admirable, 
but  on  mature  consideration  it  appears  to 
be  less  admirable.  My  objections  to  it  are 
twofold.  In  the  first  place,  a  very  large 
number  of  children  under  sixteen  years  of 
age  represent  themselves  as  over  sixteen, 
and  those  who  value  truthfulness  should 
not  put  temptation  in  the  way  of  chil- 
dren to  make  them  untruthful.  In  the 
second  place,  I  wish  to  point  out  that  this 

X 


531  Sale  of  Intoxicating 


{COMMONS} 


Liquors  to  Children, 


532 


is  not  ill  my  opinion  temperance  legisla- 
tion, but  legislation  to  prohibit  children 
under  sixteen  years  of  age  from  purchas- 
ing drink.  Now,  who  sends  the  children 
to  purchase  the  drink  1  Their  parents. 
Who  will  fetch  the  drink  in  future  if  the 
children  do  not  ?  Why,  the  parents. 
[An  Hon.  Member  :  Who  will  drink  it  ? 
The  parents.]  Is  it  not  likely  that  the 
parents  will  remain  in  the  public-houses 
to  drink,  and  that  will  not  promote 
drinking  at  home  ?  They  will,  therefore, 
drink  very  much  more  than  if  they  drank 
it  at  home.  It  seems  to  me  that  an  evil, 
which  I  recognise,  is  going  to  be  super- 
seded by  an  evil  which,  for  anything  I 
know  to  the  contrary,  will  be  greater.  If 
I  were  a  publican  I  would  support  the 
Bill,  because  more  drink  will  be  consumed 
if  it  is  passed  than  at  present.  Hon. 
Gentlemen  may  say  that  the  parents  will 
send  children  for  the  drink  who  are  over 
sixteen  years  of  age,  but  I  would  far 
rather  send  a  child  of  thirteen  or  fourteen 
to  a  public-house  than  a  child,  especially 
a  girl,  over  sixteen. 

♦The  secretary  of  STATE  for 
THE  HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Sir  M. 
WnrrE  Ridley,  Lancashire,  Blackpool) : 
I  must  admit  that,  like  the  rest  of  the 
House,  I  have  been  taken  completely  by 
surprise  by  finding  that  I  am  expected  to 
deal  with  this  subject  this  evening.  As 
hon.  Memljers  very  well  know,  the  ques- 
tion before  us  is  not  devoid  of  difficulty, 
and  is  one  which  has  occupied  the 
attention  of  the  House  before.  It  was 
referred  to  a  Select  Committee  of  the 
House  some  years  ago,  and  a  Bill  was 
brought  before  the  House  in  a  different 
form  from  that  now  before  the  House,  in 
which  very  considerable  alteration  was 
made.  I  am  told  that  an  argument  is 
derived  from  the  recent  Report  of  the 
Licensing  Commission,  where  both  the 
majority  and  the  minority  of  the  Com- 
mission agreed  at  all  events  with  the 
principle  of  this  Bill.  When  I  look  into 
the  details  of  this  Bill  I  am  almost 
inclined  to  think  that  they  go  be- 
yond the  provisions  which  ought  to 
be  made.  To  say  that  children  of  fifteen 
or  sixteen  are  not  under  any  circumstances 
to  be  at  liberty  to  fetch  their  parents' 
beer  is  going  a  long  way  in  the  direc- 
tion of  interfering  with  the  liberty  of  the 
working  classes,  who  would  be  the  first  to 
complain  if  this  or  other  measures  were 
passed  hastily  on  the  strict  lines  which 
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the  Licensing  Commission  has  taken. 
Although  I  regret  I  have  not  had  further 
time  to  look  into  this  matter,  I  may  say 
that,  so  far  as  the  Gk)vemment  is  con- 
cerned, they  will  offer  no  opposition  to 
the  Second  Reading  of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  grant  LAWSON  (Yorkshire, 
N.R.,  Thirsk) :  I  think  the  House  would 
do  well  on  this  occasion  to  let  this  Bill  go 
throuffh  without  a  division.  We  are  all 
agreed  that  the  sale  of  drink  to  children 
under  sixteen  for  their  own  consumption 
is  wrong,  and  it  is  quite  possible  that  the 
Bill  may  be  so  amended  as  to  condemn 
the  sale  of  drink  to  children  for  their  own 
consumption  while  not  preventing  them 
from  fetching  their  father's  dinner  beer. 
If  that  were  done  the  Bill  might  be  a  u>^ful 
one. 

Mr.  BARTLEY  (Islington,  N.)  :  I  do 
not  think  that  anyone  will  say  that  I 
would  oppose  any  measure  tending  to 
promote  temperance  and  thrift,  but  in  a 
measure  like  this  we  are  very  liable  to 
run  away  with  sentiment  and  overlook 
the  practical  bearing  of  it.  Are  we  pre- 
pared to  say  it  is  a  crime  for  a  working 
man  to  have  beer  with  his  dinner  1  II  it 
is  not  a  crime,  can  it  be  said  to  be  a  crime 
for  him  to  send  a  member  of  his  family 
to  get  it  1  You  say  it  is  a  great  evil  to 
send  younger  children,  therefore  he  must 
send  the  older  ones.  But  it  seems  to  me 
you  are  increasing  the  danger  by  making 
this  age  limit  of  the  child  sixteen.  It  is 
a  most  impressionable  age,  especiallv 
in  giris,  and  in  my  opinion  it  would  be 
far  more  dangerous  to  send  girls  of 
between  sixteen  and  twenty,  who  are 
liable  to  temptations  from  which  vouiiger 
children  are  exempt.  I  am  fully  in 
accord  with  any  measure  to  promote 
social  improvement,  but  on  this  occasion 
I  take  the  same  line  as  that  taken  by  the 
hon.  Member  for  Middlesbrough,  who, 
when  some  years  ago  a  similar  measure 
was  proposed,  opposed  it  on  those  grounds. 
I  regret  the  heat  which  has  been  imported 
into  the  discussion,  which  cannot  by  any 
possibility  be  a  party  measure,  and  I 
am  strongly  of  opinion  that  this  change, 
if  effected^  will  not  benefit  those  people 
whom  we  wish  to  l>enefit. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  said  he  under- 
stood that  in  order  to  discuss  this  Bill 
hon.  Members  had  been  prepared  to  go  to 
the  vefge  of  beating  the  Government. 
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No  explanation  had  been  vouchsafed  from 
the  other  side  in  reply  to  the  arguments 
which  had  been  put  forward,  and  in  the 
absence  of  arguments  in  favour  of  the 
Bill  he  should  vote  against  the  Second 
Reading.  Of  course  this  was  a  well- 
intentioned  Bill ;  every  Bill  was  that  did 
mischief.  Intoxication  was  not  the  only 
or  the  most  serious  vice  in  the  world, 
there  were  others  which  had  more  serious 
and  material  effects,  and  the  Bill  as  it 
was  framed  might  lead  to  serious  evils. 
Of  course  nobody  was  in  favour  of  intoxi- 
cation, unless  it  were  the  Kitchen  CJom- 
mittee,  and  he  did  not  suggest  that  even 
they  approved  of  it.  If  the  Bill  simply 
prohibited  the  sale  of  liquor  to  children 
lor  their  own  consumption  he  should  be 
prepared  to  vote  for  it,  but  having  regard 
to  the  vagueness  of  its  language,  he  was 
not  prepared  to  take  that  course. 

Mr.  JOHN  BURNS  (Battersea):  I 
cannot  understand  why  this  suoject 
should  take  the  Home  Secretary  by 
surprise,  for  it  is  one  with  which  the 
man  in  the  street  is  very  well  ac- 
quainted. Neither  is  it  a  surprise  to 
the  magistrates,  or  chairmen  of  quarter 
sessions,  or  the  lioyal  Gonmiission  which 
inquired  into  the  subject.  If  this  ques- 
tion was  put  to  working  men's  political 
clubs  of  all  shades  of  opinion  che 
unanimous  answer  would  be,  ''Let  us 
save  the  children  from  this  temptation." 
Whether  the  age  of  the  children 
should  be  fourteen,  fifteen,  or  six- 
teen is  a  point  for  a  Committee, 
hut  on  the  broad  question  as  to 
whether  children  should  be  allowed  to 

fo  into  beerhouses  and  off-licensed  houses, 
on.  Members  will  agree  that  children 
should  be  kept  from  the  baneful  influence 
of  such  places.  There  is  another  point. 
Intemperance,  though  decreasing  among 
working  men  in  poor  neighbourhoods,  is 
increasing  very  rapidly  among  the  women. 
There  is  a  class  of  women,  conmionly 
known  as  "  soakers,"  who  lose  self-respect 
and  put  on  slatternly  habits,  who  are  given 
to  secret  drinking,  and  who  regiSarly 
emdoy  children  between  the  ages  of  nine 
and  thirteen  to  fetch  their  drink  at  various 
public-houses.  The  result  is  that  in  some 
districts  scores  of  boys  and  girls  earn 
money  regularly  by  fetching  drink  for 
these  women,  who  would  not  but  for  the 
children  be  able  to  indulge  their  craving. 
By  frequenting  the  public-house  children 
mix  in  evil  associations  which  influence 


them  in  later  years.  I  appeal  to  the 
House  to  revert  to  its  instinctive  common 
sense,  and  to  pass  a  Bill  which  the  Com- 
mission recommended,  and  which  every- 
body interested  in  the  welfare  of  the 
people  has  long  demanded. 

Mr.  VICARY  GIBBS  (Hertfordshire, 
St.  Alban's)  complained  that  the  Bill  had 
been  sprung  on  the  House,  and  said  that 
although  hon.  Members  had  stated  that 
everybody  was  in  favour  of  the  Bill,  it  was 
not  m  fact  a  good  Bill.  No  age  could  be 
worse  than  sixteen  for  girls  to  go  to  a 
public  house — an  age  when  children  were 
most  impressionable,  and  most  likely  to 
be  influenced  by  their  surroundings.  He 
also  thought  that  it  was  a  monstrous 
thing  that  the  publican  should  be  com- 
pell^  to  decide  as  to  the  age  of  children 
who  came  to  his  house.  He  was  not  in  a 
position  to  discuss  the  Bill  at  any  length, 
and  concluded  by  moving  the  adjourn- 
ment of  the  debate. 

♦Mr.  SPEAKER :  I  think  that  I  ought 
not  to  accept  that  motion.  The  unani- 
mous decision  of  the  House  to  allow 
the  motion  for  the  adjoiu'nment  of  the 
House  to  be  withdrawn  is  substantially 
the  expression  of  a  desire  to  continue  the 
debate. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
**  That  the  Bill  be  committed  to  the  Stand- 
ing Committee  on  Law,  etc." — {Mr. 
Souttar,) 

Mr.  grant  LAWSON  :  The  whole 
object  of  this  discussion  was  to  pass  this 
Bill,  which  was  supposed  to  be  so  short 
and  simple.  That  beinc  so,  there  is  no 
reason  to  remit  it  to  tne  Committee  on 
Law.  A  Conmiittee  of  this  House  is 
quite  competent  to  judge  the  age  at  which 
a  girl  shaU  be  allowed  to  enter  a  public- 
house. 

Mr.  COHEN  (Islington,  K) :  I  hope 
there  will  not  be  any  disposition  to  press 
this  motion  upon  the  House.  Many  hon. 
Members  on  both  sides  of  the  House 
would  have  opposed  the  Bill  if  they  had 
thought  it  was  not  going  before  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  whole  House. 
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Sir  CHARLES  CAMERON  (Glasgow, 
Bridgeton)  said  that  if  the  motion  were 
accepted  the  Home  Secretary  would  have 
an  opportunity  of  considering  the  details 
of  the  measure. 

♦Sir  M.  white  RIDLEY  said  that  he 
hoped  the  motion  would  not  be  pressed. 
The  general  sense  of  the  House  was  in 
favour  of  the  Bill  being  discussed  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  whole  House. 

Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  committed 
for  Monday  next. 

MIDWIVES  BILL. 
[Secx)nd  Reading.] 
Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 

Mr.    J.    H.    JOHNSTONE    (Sussex, 
Horsham)  :  I  need  detain  the  House  with 
but    few    observations    in    moving    the 
Second  Reading  of  this  Bill.     This  is  the 
only  country  in  Europe  where  women, 
without  being  qualified  by  skill  or  good 
character,  are  allowed  to  practise  as  mid- 
wives.   The  present  Bill  has  been  carefully 
thought  out,  and  its  promoters  have  been 
aided  by  the  advice  of  the  General  Medical 
Council.     It  provides  for  the  establish- 
ment   of    a   General    Midwives   Board, 
largely   composed  of   medical  men  but 
partly  composed  of  laymen.    This  Board 
will    frame    rules     for     the     examinar 
tion  of  women  wishing    to  follow    the 
profession  of  midwife;    and    there  will 
also  be  provision  for  the  registering  *of 
women  now  in  practice,  who  can  pro- 
duce evidence  of  good  character.     Under 
the  Bill  no  woman  will  be  allowed  to 
practise  for   gain    without  a  certificate, 
which  will  be  granted  and  issued  by  the 
Board  after  examination  of  the  candidate. 
With  this  certificate  there  is  coupled  the 
further  provision  that  before  a  woman 
commences  to  practise  in  any  district  of 
the  country  she  must  take  out  a  licence 
from  the  local  supervising  authority.  The 
county  council  is  recommended    as    the 
supervising  authority  under  the  statute, 
with  power,  if  need  be,  to  delegate  that 
authority  to  the  sanitary  authority.     The 
general  effect  of  this  will  be  that  some 
satisfactory  proof  of  training  and  capacity 
should  be  given  before  a  woman  is  allowed 
to  take  up  the  practice  of  midwifery,  and 
that  when  she  does  begin  her  practice 


there  shall  be  control,  'wherever  she  is 
carrying  on  her  practice,  of  the  super- 
vising authority.  I  know  that  I  should 
not  be  justified  in  detaining  the  House 
further,  but  I  wish  you  to  consider  what 
are  the  sufferings  of  the  poor  women  in 
England  from  the  treatment  of  roughs 
ignorant,  and  in  many  cases  disso- 
lute women,  of  whose  former  career 
they  know  nothing,  and  of  whose 
qualifications  they  know  nothing.  Those 
who  have  been  about  among  the 
poor  will  know  the  immense  amount  of 
suffering  caused  to  the  women  and  chil- 
dren by  unskilled  nursing.  I  dare  say  I 
shall  be  told  that  the  poor  law  is  strong 
enough.  I  have  not  been  a  member  of  a 
board  of  guardians  for  many  years  with- 
out knowing  that  this  is  not  the  case. 
When  you  consider  the  number  of  women 
who  require  attention  of  this  kind,  I  hope 
the  House  will  not  reject  this  Bill  lightly 
or  unadvisedly,  but  will  give  it  a  Second 
Reading  on  this  occasion,  and  allow  its 
defects,  if  it  has  defects,  to  be  considered 
in  Conunittee.  If  it  can  be  improved  and 
put  in  a  more  workable  shape,  let  that  be 
done  in  Committee. 

♦Mr.  SCHWANN  (Manchester,  N.) :  I 
would  ask  the  House  to  give  this  Bill  a 
Second  Reading.  It  has  been  before  the 
House  a  great  number  of  years,  and  it 
has  had  uie  support  of  several  Select 
Committees.  I  believe  the  House  will 
be  doing  its  duty  and  attending  to  a 
great  need  if  it  gives  this  Bill  a  Second 
Reading.  For  some  years  the  medical 
profession  was  against  any  Bill  of  this 
nature  being  introduced  into  this  House, 
but  I  am  glad  to  say  that  now  there  are 
unmistakable  signs  that  the  opinion  of  a 
great  number  of  medical  men  on  this 
subject  has  changed.  Those  connected 
with  large  working-class  districts  know 
how  much  suffering  arises  from  midwives 
who  have  not  had  adequate  medical  in- 
struction. Their  medical  instruction  is 
provided  for  in  the  Bill.  We  have  carried 
out  as  far  as  we  were  able  the  representa- 
tions of  the  Privy  Council,  and  leadmg  medi- 
cal bodies,  as  to  what  is  desirable,  and  we 
have  removed  those  obstacles  which 
might  stand  in  the  way  of  the  support  of 
the  public  and  of  the  medical  proiesaion. 
The  right  of  friendly  neighbours  to  assist 
in  cases  of  labour  has  been  preserved* 
We  all  know  that  in  country  districts 
there  may  be  cases  where  a  midwife 
is  not  within  reasonable  distance,   and 
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where  a  friendly  neighbour  has  to  be 
called  in  to  give  assistance.  That  has 
been  provided  for,  and  has  removed 
much  opposition. 

Motion  made  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
time." 

Mr,  T.  p.  O^CONNOR  (Liverpool, 
Scotland)  :  Instead  of  being  fully  aj^eed, 
I  certainly  mean  to  oppose  this  Bill  as 
vehemently  and  persistently  as  I  can,  and 
I  believe  I  will  get  the  support  of  some 
hon.  Members  in  the  House,  if  not  a 
majority.  Let  me  acknowledge  at  once  the 
persistency  of  the  hon.  Gentleman  who 
has  brought  forward  the  Bill.  He  has 
kept  me  in  attendance  at  this  House 
wliile  he  has  been  attempting — I  will  not 
say  to  smuggle  through  the  measure,  for 
I  recognise  in  him  an  nonourable  as  well 
as  an  honest  antagonist — but  while  he  has 
been  endeavouring  to  get  this  Bill 
through  in  all  kinds  of  unseasonable 
hours,  and  without  discussion.  You  have 
here  an  admitted  evil,  and  immediately 
some  ardent  philanthropic  reformer,  con- 
scious of  the  evil  and  deeply  and  honour- 
ably moved  by  it,  brings  before  this 
House  a  remedy  which  at  first  sight  may 
seem  good,  but  which  you  will  find  on 
examination  will  aggravate  the  evil  with 
which  it  proposes  to  deal.  Nobody 
denies  that  there  is  a  great  deal  of  bad 
nursing  in  the  country,  out  there  is  also 
a  great  deal  of  good  nursing  as  well.  I 
altogether  take  exception  to  the  picture 
drawn  by  the  hon.  Gentleman  opposite 
(Mr.  Johnstone),  and  by  the  Gentleman 
who  seconded  the  Bill,  of  the  way  in  which 
women  are  attended  to  in  their  confine 
ments.  What  happens  in  country  dis- 
tricts is  this.  A  woman  is  called  in  to  a 
confinement  as  an  attendant.  But  a  con- 
finement is  a  natural  process,  and  usually 
is  effected  successfully.  The  picture  drawn 
of  the  drunken,  incompetent  nurse  is 
entirely  the  result  of  an  imagination  in- 
flamed by  philanthropic  feeling. 

Mr.  J.  H.  JOHNSTONE:  I  have 
known  two  cases  this  winter  in  my  own 
small  village,  in  which  from  no  lack  of 
sympathy,  but  on  account  of  unskilled 
assistance  on  the  part  of  friendly  neigh- 
bours, confinements  have  been  attended 
by  most  sad  results. 

Mr.  T.  p.  O'CONNOR :  K  this  Bill 
passes    you  will    have  the    sad  results 


multiplied  by  ten.  If  the  Bill  would 
diminish  by  5  or  10  per  cent,  the  sad 
results — to  use  the  language  of  my  hon. 
friend — then  I  would  support  it,  and  I 
would  say  it  is  a  step  in  the  right  direc- 
tion, but  my  contention  is  that  it  is  a 
step  in  the  wrong  direction,  that  it  is 
retrogressive  and  not  progressive,  and  that 
it  will  accentuate  and  not  retard  the  evil 
of  which  you  complain.  The  hon.  Mem* 
ber  said  there  was  a  change  in  medical 
opinion  in  regard  to  the  Bill.  What  is  the 
proof  of  that  statement  ?  I  have  in  my  hand 
a  letter  from  the  editor  of  the  Lancet — and 
everybody  knows  that  that  journal  is  the 
most  influential  authority  of  the  medical 
profession — in  which  he  states  that  a 
circular  letter  was  issued  to  the  medical 
profession  in  England  with  a  view  to 
ascertaining  the  opinion  of  the  profession 
on  the  BilL  He  received  7,250  replies, 
and  an  analysis  of  the  answers  shows  that 
1,547  medical  men  are  in  favour  of  the  Bill, 
640  are  indifferent,  while  the  remaining 
5,000  odd  are  opposed  to  the  measure. 
I  think  I  am  entitled  to  give  that  as  a 
specimen  of  the  kind  of  argument  by 
which  this  Bill  is  backed  up.  What  does 
the  Bill  propose  to  do  7  In  regard  to  the 
subject  of  midwifery,  medical  education 
has  made  enormous  progress  during  the 
past  few  years.  There  was  a  time  when 
a  midwifery  degree  could  be  obtained  by 
any  medical  man.  The  midwifery  form 
of  degree  was  the  last  that  a  medical  man 
l^ot.  But  medical  men  have  seen  that  it 
IS  most  important  to  take  up  this  part  of 
the  medical  profession  with  proper  train- 
ing, and  the  result  is  that  to-day  a  man 
is  not  entitled  to  take  up  midwifery 
practice  unless  he  has  a  medical  and 
surgical  certificate.  The  proposal  of  my 
hon.  friend  is  that  women  are  to  have 
three  months  training  for  the  work  for 
which  a  medical  man  requires  five  years. 

Mr.  J.  H.  JOHNSTONE :  There  is 
nothing  about  three  months  training  in 
the  Bill.  The  rules  are  to  be  approved 
by  the  Greneral  Medical  Council. 

Mr.  T.  p.  O'CONNOR :  I  have  not 
read  the  Bill  for  a  few  days,  but  I  imder- 
stand  that  the  Bill  will  only  insist  on 
women  having  three  months  training. 
What  I  maintain  is  this :  if  you  are  going 
to  entitle  a  woman  to  act,  not  merely  as  a 
midwife,  but  to  act  as  a  fully  trained  medi- 
cal practitioner — ["  No,  no ! "] — I  wish  to 
make  my  statement  in  my  own  way,  with- 
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out  unfair  interruption.  The  effect  of  the 
Bill  will  be  to  make  a  midwife  assume 
the  duties  and  responsibilities  of  a  medical 
practitioner.  I  protest  against  that  to 
the  utmost.  Ignorance  is  very  bad,  but 
half  knowledge  is  sometimes  worse.  The 
inadequate  training  you  give  to  these 
midwives  will  give  them  all  the  pretences 
and  privileges  of  the  properly  qualified, 
and  whatever  safe^ards  you  may  put  on 
it,  the  result  will  be  that,  instead  of 
calling  in  a  fully-trained  medical  man 
who  has  spent  five  years  of  his  Ufe  in 
qualifjdng,  the  certificated  nurse  will  be 
called  in,  and  the  results  will  be  very 
serious.  Another  point  is  this.  My  hon. 
friend,  and  all  those  who  are  in  favour  of 
the  Bill,  speak  as  if  confinement  were  a 
serious  disease.  It  is  a  natural  process 
which,  if  nature  be  allowed  to  take  its 
own  course,  will  usually  be  attended  with 
successful  results.  Ignorance  and  inter- 
ference may  convert  confinements  into 
surgical  cases  in  which  incompetence  will 


destroy  the  life  it  is  trying  to  save.  One 
of  the  subterranean  horrors  of  society  is 
malpractice  in  these  cases.  I  charge  this 
Bill  as  calculated  to  increase  malpractice 
by  giving  these  women  the  right  to  inter- 
fere in  cases  of  confinement,  and  in  that 
way  cover,  under  the  cloak  of  confine- 
ment, what  is  really  an  illegal  practice. 
I  think  this  Bifi  is  so  unpopular, 
and  opposed  by  so  strong  a  body  of 
cultivated  opinion,  that  it  requires  a  great 
deal  of  serious  consideration,  and  for 
these  reasons  I  beg  to  move  the  adjourn- 
ment of  the  debate. 

Dr.  AMBROSE  (Mayo,  W.)  seconded 
the  motion. 

Motion  made,  and'Question  put,  "  That 
the  debate  be  now  adjourned." — {Mr. 
T,  P.  ffCon/nar,) 

The  House  divided : — Ayes,  56  ;  Noes, 
127.     (Division  List  No.  62.) 


Abraham,  Wm.  (Cork,  N.E.) 
Allsopp,  Hon.  George 
Ambrose,  Robert 
Anstruther,  H.  T. 
Austin,  M.  (Limerick,  W.) 
Baker,  Sir  John 
Banbory,  Fredk.  George 
Barry,  Rt.Hon.  AH.  S.-(  Hunts 
Blundell,  Ck>lonel  Henrv 
Bowles,T.  Gib6on(King'^sLynn 
Caldwell,  James 
Cecil,  I  Lord  Hugh  (Greenwich) 
Charrington,  Spencer 
CoUings,  Kt.  Hon.  Jesse 
Cook,Pred.  Lucas  (Lambeth) 
Curran,  Thomas  B.  (Donegal) 
Dixon-Hartland,SirF.  Dixon 
Donelan,  Captain  A. 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Foster,  Harry  S.  (Suffolk) 


AYES. 

Garfit.  William 
Giles,  Charles  Tyrrell 
Goldsworthy,  Major-General 
Grouiding,  Edward  Alfred 
Greene,  H.  D.  (Shrewsbury) 
Greville,  Hon.  Ronald 
Gull,  Sir  Cameron 
Hanbury,  Rt.  Hn.  Robert  Wm. 
Heath,  James 
Hogan,  James  Francis 
Kenyon,  James 
Kenyon-Slaney,  Col.  William 
Lawson,  John  Grant  |(  Yorks) 
Leigh-Bennett,  Henry  Currie 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Erskine 
Lopes,  Henry  Yarde  Buller 
Lowe,  Francis  William 
Lowles,  John 
Macaleese,  Daniel 
M*Dermott,  Patrick 


Moore,  William  (Antrim,  N.) 
More,Robt.  Jasper(Shropshire> 
Morton,  ArthurH.  A.  (Deptiord 
Nicol,  Donald  Ninian 
O'Brien,  James  F.  X.  (Cork) 
O'Brien,  Patrick  (Kilkenny) 
O'Connor,  Jas.  (Wicklow,  W.) 
Pierpoint)  Robeort 
Piatt- Hi^ins,  Frederick 
Robertson,  Herbert  (Hackney 
Strauss,  Arthur 
Tanner,  Charles  Keams 
Walrond,Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Wm.H. 
Williams,  Joseph  Powell-  (Bir. 
Wilson-Todd,  Wm.  H.  (Yorks. 
Wyvill,  Marmaduke  D'Arcy 

Tellers  fob  the  Ayes— 
Mr.  T.  P.  O'Connor  and 
Mr.  Galloway. 


Arrol,  Sir  William 
Ashton,  Thomas  Gair 
Asquith,  Rt.  Hn.  H.  Henry 
Beach,Rt.  Hn.SirM.  H.(Bristol 
Beeg,  Ferdinand  Faithfull 
Bolton,  Thomas  Doilinc 
Buchanan,  Thomas  Ry bum 
Bums,  John 
Burt,  Thomas 

Cameren,  Sir  Chas.  (Glasgow) 
Cameron,  Robert  (Durham) 
Campbell-Bannennan,Sir  H. 
Cavendish,  V.  C.  W.  (D'rbysh're 
Cawley,  Frederick 
Channine,  Francb  Allston 
Colom'b,  Sir  John  C.  Ready 
Oolville,  John 

Mr,  T.  P.  ffConrm. 


NOES. 

Cooke,  C.W.Radcliffe  (Herof  d 
Corbett,  A.  Cameron  (Glasgow 
Comwallis,Fienne8StanleyW. 
0)urtne3r,  Rt.Hon.LeonardH. 
Cox,  Irwin  Edwd.  Bainbridge 
Crilly,  Daniel 
Crombie,  John  William 
Dalkeith,  Earl  of 
Davies,M.yaughan-(Cardigan 
Doogan,  P.  C. 
Dunn,  Sir  William 
Emmott,  Alfred 
Evans,  Samuel  T.  (Glamorg'n) 
Faber,  George  Denison 
Fenwick,  Charles 
Fercu88on,Rt.  HnSir J(Manc'r) 
Field,  Admiral  (Eastbourne) 


Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
Gedge,  Sydney 
Gibbs,Hn.A.G.H.(atyofLond 
Gibbs,  Hn.Vicary(St  Albans) 
Gilliat,  John  Saunders 
Gladstone,  Rt.  Hon.  Herb.  J. 
Gorst,  Rt  Hn.  Sir  John  Eldon 
Gurdon,  Sir  Wm.  Brampton 
Haldane,  Richard  Burden 
Hayne,  Rt  Hon.  Chas.  Seale- 
Hazell,  Walter 
Hemphill,  Rt  Hon.  Chas.  H. 
Henderson,  Alexander 
Hobhouse,  Henry 
Homiman,  Frederick  John 
Houldfiworth,  Sir  Wm.  Heniy 
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Habbard,  Hon.  Evelyn 
Hatton,  Alfred  £.  (Morley) 
Jaooby,  Jamee  Alfred 
Jobnston,  William  (Belfast) 
Joicey»  Sir  James 
Jones,  Wm.  (Carnarvonshire) 
Kilbride,  Denis 
Kimber,  Henry 
Laarie,  Lieut. -General 
Lawrence,  SirE.  Duming-(Cm. 
Law8on,8ir  Wilfrid  (CombOnd 
Leese,Sir JosephF.  ( Accrington 
Leng,  Sir  John 

Llewelyn^irDillwyn-(Sw'n8ea 
Lonsdale,  John  Brownlee 
Loyd,  Archie  Kirkman 
Lyttelton,  Hon.  Alfred 
Maodona,  John  Gumming 
M'CJrae,  Greorge 
M'Kenna,  Reginald 
M'Killop,  James 
Maddison,  Fred 
Martin,  Richard  Biddnlph 
Melville,  Beresford  Valentine 
Mendl,  Sigismund  Ferdinand 
Middlemore,  J.  Throgmorton 
Milward,  O)lonol  Victor 


Monckton,  Edward  Philip 
Monk,  (diaries  Jamee 
Moore,  Arthur  (Londonderry) 
Morrell,  (Jeorge  Herbert 
Murray,  Charlefl  J.  (Coventry) 
Norton,  Capt.  CecU  William 
O'Connor,  Arthur  (Donegal) 
Oldroyd,  Mark 
Orr-Ewing,  Charles  Lindsay 
Phillpotts,  Capt.  Arthur 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Power,  Patrick  Joseph 
Pryce- Jones,  Lt.-Col.  Edward 
Purvis,  Robert 
Quilter,  Sir  Cuthbert 
Reid,  Sir  Robert  Threshie 
Renshaw,  Charles  Binei 
Rentoul,  James  Alexander 
Roberts,  John  H.  (Denbighs.) 
Robertson,  Edmund  (Dundee) 
Round,  James 
Russell,  T.  W.  (Tyrone) 
Rutherford,  John 
Ryder,  John  Herbert  Dudley 
Sehwann,  Charles  E. 
Scott,  Chas.  Prestwich(Leigh) 
Shaw,  Thomas  (Hawick  B.) 


Shaw-Stewart,M.  H.  (Renfrew) 
Sinclair,  Capt.  J.  (Forfarshire) 
Smith,  James  Parker(Lanarks> 
Smith,  Hon.  W.  F.  D.  (Strand> 
Souttar,  Robinson 
Steadman,  William  Charles 
Sullivan,  Donal  (Westmeath) 
Talbot,Rt.Hn.J.G.(OxfdUniv 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Trevelyan,  Charles  Philips 
Ure,  Alexander 
Wallace,  Robert 
Warner,  Thomas  CJourtenayT^ 
Wason,  Eugene 
Wedderbum,  Sir  William 
Whiteley,  George  (Stockport) 
Williams,  John  Carvell  (Notts. 
Wilson,  John  (Durham,  Mid.) 
Wilson,  John  (Falkirk) 
Wilson,  John  (Govan) 
Wilson,  J.W.(Worcester8h.N. 
Wortley,  Rt.  Hon.C.B.Stuart- 

Tellers  for  the  Noes— 
Mr.  Heywood  Johnstone 
and  Mr.  Tennant. 


Original  Question  again  proposed. 


Mr.  VICARY  GIBBS  :  Anyone  who 
has  listened  to  the  speeches  of  hon. 
Members  opposite  would  suppose  that  a 
great  many  members  of  the  medical  pro- 
fession were  against  this  Bill.  That  is 
not  so,  because  the  General  Medical 
Council,  the  Royal  College  of  Physicians, 
and  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons  are 
all  in  favour  of  the  Bill. 


Dr.  TANNER  (Cork  County,  Mid) : 
My  name  is  down  on  the  Paper  against 
this  Bill,  and  I  desire  to  say  a  few  words 
upon  it.  The  leading  medical  paper  in 
this  country  is  the  Lancet.  That  paper 
took  a  plebiscite  of  the  medical  profession, 
and  by  an  overwhelming  majority  in 
England,  Scotland,  and  Wales  they  de- 
cided against  this  Bill.  There  are  a  great 
many  professed  humanitarians  who  say 
upon  this  question  that  women  are  always 
better  qualified  than  men  to  deal  with 
women,  even  under  most  arduous  circum- 
stances, and  that  their  strength  would  be 
quite  sufficient  to  support  the  strain  put 
upon  them  in  such  cases.  This  question 
has  been  taken  up  in  France  and 
Germany,  and  this  measure  is  pro- 
ceeding on  lines  opposed  to  Continental 
experience.  I  think  it  is  very  unwise 
in  matters  of  this  kind  to  absolutely  put 
a  half-qualified,  or  in  most  cases  a  wholly 


unqualified,  woman  in  such  a  position 
that  she  has  all  the  powers  of  life  and 
death  in  her  hands  in  dealing  with 
matters  which  medical  men  have  to 
practise  for  at  least  four  years  in 
order  to  understand.  By  this  Act  of 
Parliament  you  undo  all  that  has  been 
done  in  the  past,  and  in  the  face  of  the 
material  vice  that  you  have  seen  crop- 
ping up  in  your  midst,  not  only  in  this, 
country  but  in  America,  France,  and 
other  countries,  you  absolutely  take 
away  a  controlling  and  guiding  power 
for  good  that  you  have  created  through 
education.  The  whole  control  is  now 
to  be  given  to  some  uneducated 
woman.  I  heard  the  First  Lord  pleading 
against  the  small  Bill  about  selling  liquor 
to  children,  but  here  is  a  Bill  dealing 
with  human  life,  that  touches  the  very 
essence  of  our  well-doing,  and  I  ask,  are 
roM  really  going  to  work  this  mischief  ? 
sincerely  nope  not.  I  have  never  known 
a  graver  occasion  afiecting  the  interests  of 
the  profession  to  which  I  have  the  honour 
to  belong.  Speaking  for  the  major  por- 
tion of  my  friends  in  that  profession,  I 
should  be  unworthy  of  my  position  in  this 
House  if  I  did  not  raise  my  voice,  how- 
ever meek  it  might  be,  in  the  interests  of 
humanity  against  this  proposal. 


Mr.  HAZELL  (Leicester),  who  spoke 
amid  loud  cries  of  "Divide,  divide!" 
supported  the  Second  Reading  of  the  Bill. 


{ 
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Question  put. 
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Arrol,  Sir  William 
AshtoD,  Thomas  Gair 
Baker,  Sir  John 
Bay  ley,  Thomas  (Derhyshire) 
Bea<;h,Rt.Hn.SirM.  H.(Bristol 
Begg,  Ferdinand  Faithfull 
Bolton,  Thomas  Dolline 
Buchanan,  Thomas  Ryoom 
Burns,  John 
Burt,  Thomas 
Cameron,  Robert  (Durham) 
Campbell- Bannerman,  Sir  H. 
Cavendish,  V.  C.W.  ^Derbysh. 
Cawley,  Frederiek 
Channing,  Francis  Allston) 
Charrington,  Spencer 
Colomb,  Sir  John  Chas.  Ready 
Colville,  John 

Cooke,  C.  W.  R.  (Hereford) 
Corbett,A.  Cameron(Glasgow) 
ComwaJlis,  Fiennes  S.  WT 
Courtney,  Rt.  Hon. Leonard  H. 
Crombie,  John  William 
Curran,  Thomas  B.  (Donegal) 
Dalkeith,  Earl  of 
Davies,M.  Vaughan-(Cardigan 
Dixon- Hartland,  Sir  F.  Dixon 
Dunn,  Sir  William 
Emmott,  Alfred 
£vans,Samuel  T.  (Glamorgan) 
Fenwick,  Charles 
Fergu8son,Rt.  Hn.SirJ(Manc*r 
Field,  Admiral  (Eastbourne) 
Finlay,  Sir  Robt.  Bannatyne 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
Flannerv,  Sir  Fortescue 
Foster,  Harry  S.  (Suffolk) 
GMge,  Sydney 

Gibbs,  Hon.  Vicary  (St.  Alban's) 
Gilliat,  John  Saunders 
Gorst,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  J.  Eldon 
Greene,  Hy.  D.  (Shrewsbury) 
Gurdon,Sir  WilliamBrampton  | 


AYES. 

Haldane,  Richard  Burdon 
Hardy,  Laurence 
Hazefl,  Walter 
Henderson,  Alexander 
Hobhouse,  Henry 
Houldsworth,  Sir  Wm.  Henry 
Hubbard,  Hon.  Evelyn 
Hutton,  Alfred  E  (Morley) 
Jacoby,  James  Alfred 
Johnston,  WiQiam  (Belfast) 
Joicey,  Sir  James 
Jones,  William  (Camarvonsh. 
Kenvon-Slaney,  Col.  William 
Kimoer,  Henry 
LawTence,SirE.  Duming-(Com 
Lawson,  Sir  W.  (Cuml^rland) 
Leese,  Sir  J.  F.  (Accrington) 
Leng,  Sir  John 

Llewelyn,  SirDillw3rn-(Swans. 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Erskine 
Lonsdale,  John  Browulee 
Lopes,  Henrj^  Yarde  Buller 
Lowe,  Francis  William 
Lowles  John 
Loyd,  Archie  Kirkman 
Lyttelton,  Hon.  Alfred 
Miacdona,  John  Gumming 
M*Kenna,  Reginald 
M*Killop,  James 
MaddiM)n,  Fred. 
Martin,  Richard  Biddulph 
Melville,  Beresford  Valentine 
MUward,  Colonel  Victor 
Mollov,  Bernard  Charles 
Monckton,  Edward  Philip 
Monk,  Charles  James 
Moore,  Arthur  (Londonderry 
Moore,  William  (Antrim,  N.) 
More,  Robt.  JaBper(Shropshire) 
Morrell,  Greorge  Herbert 
Murray,  Charles  J.  (Coventry) 
Norton,  Capt.  Cecil  William 
O^Connor,  Arthur  (Donegal) 


Oldroyd,  Mark 
Orr-Ewing,  Charles  Lindsay 
Phillpotts,  Captain  Arthur 
Piokersgill,  Edward  Hare 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Pryce- Jones,  Lt-CoL  Edward 
Quilter,  Sir  Cuthbert 
Reid,  Sir  Robert  Threshie 
Renshaw,  Charles  Bine 
Roberts,  John  H.  (Deobigfas) 
Russell,  T.  W.  (Tyrone)         ' 
Rutherford,  John 
Ryder,  John  Herbert  Dudley 
Schwann,  Charles  EL 
Scott,  Charles  P.  (Leigh) 
Shaw,  Thomas  (Hawick  B.) 
Sinclair,  Capt.  Jn.  (ForUrah. ) 
Smith,  JamesParker(  Lanarks. 

Smith,  Hen.  W.  F.  D.  (Strand) 

Souttar,  Robinson 

Steadman,  William  Charles 

Sullivan,  Donald  (Westmeath) 

Talbot,RtHnJ.G.(Oxfd  Univ. 

Thomt^m,  Percy  M. 

Trevelyan,  Charles  Philips 

Ure,  Alexander 

Wallace,  Robert 

Walton,  JohnLawson(  Leeds,S. 

Warner,  Thomas  Courtenay  T. 

Wason,  Eugene 

Wedderburn,  Sir  William 

Whiteley,  Georce  (Stockport) 

Williams, John  Carvell(  Notts. 

Wilson,  John  (Durham,  Mid.) 

WUson,  John  (Falkirk) 

Wilson,  John  (Irovan) 

Wilson.  J.  W.  ( Worcastersh.  N.) 

Wortley,Rt.Hon.C.  B.  Stuart- 

Tellers  for  the  Ayks— 
Mr.  Heywood  Johnstone 
and  Mr.  Tennant. 


Abraham  William(Cork,  N.E.) 
Allsopp,  Hon.  Georee 
Austin,  M.  (Limerick,  W.) 
Blundell,  Colonel  Henry 
Caldwell,  James 
Ceilings,  Rt.  Hon.  Jesse 
Donelan,  Captain  A. 
Doogan,  P.  U. 

Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Galloway,  William  Johnson 
Giles,  Charles  Tyrrell 
Goldsworthy,  Major -General 
Goulding,  Edward  Alfred 


NOES. 

Greville,  Hon.  Ronald 
Hayne,Rt.  Hon.  Charles  Seale- 
Hemphill,  Rt  Hon.  Chas.  H. 
Hogan,  James  Francis 
Kenyon,  James 
Kilbride,  Denis 
Lawson,  John  Grant  (Yorks.) 
Leigh-Bennett,  Henry  Currie 
Macaleese,  Daniel 
M*Dermott,  Patrick 
Niool,  Donald  Ninian 
O'Brien,  James  F.  X.  (Cork) 
O'Brien,  Patrick  (Kilkenny) 


Pierpoiut,  Robert 
Purvis,  Robert 
Rentoul,  James  Alexander 
Strauss,  Arthur 
Tanner,  Charles  Keams 
Walrond.RtHon.  Sir  Wm.  H. 
WUsonTodd,  Wm.  H.  (York* 
Wyvill,  Marmaduke  D'Arcy 

Tellers  for  the  Noes— 
Mr.  T.  P.  O'Connor  and 
Dr.  Rohert  Ambrose. 


Mr.  T.  p.  O'CONNOR :  May  I  ask 
my  hon.  friend  what  course  he  now 
proposes  to  pursue  in  regard  to  this  Bill. 

Mr.  J.  H.  JOHNSTONE :   I  beg  to 

gropose  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Grand 
k)mmittee  on  Law. 


Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  committed 
to  the  Standing  Committee  on  Law,  etc 


Adjourned  at  a  auarter  before  Eight 
of  the  clock  till  Monday  next. 
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The  Lord  Chancellor  acquainted  the 
House  that  the  Clerk  of  the  Parliaments 
had  laid  upon  the  Table  the  Certificate 
from  the  Examiners  that  the  further 
Standing  Orders  applicable  to  the  follow- 
ing Bill  have  been  complied  with  : — 

Mersey  Railway  [h.l.]. 

Also  the  Certificate  that  the  Standing 
Orders  applicable  to  the  following  BiU 
have  been  complied  with  : — 

Plymouth,  Stonehouse,  and  Devonport 
Tramways. 

And  also  the  Certificates  that  the  Stand- 
ing Oitlers  applicable  to  the  following 
Bills  have  not  been  complied  with  : — - 

Glasgow  District  Tramways. 

London  County  Tramways  (No.  1.) 

The  same  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
Table. 

STANDING  ORDERS  COMMITTEE. 

Report  from,  That  the  Standing  Orders 
not  complied  with  in  respect  of  the 

ChristchurchjCBournemouth,  and  Winton 
Tramways  Bill 

ought  to  be  dispensed  with,  provided  that 
Sections  L  and  III.  of  the  tramways  pro- 
posed to  be  authorised  by  the  Bill  be 
struck  out. 

That  the  Standing  Orders  not  complied 
with  in  respect  of  the 

Muirkirk,  Mauchline,  andDalmellington 
Railways  (Abandonment)  Bill  [h.l.] 

ought  to  be  dispensed  with  and  the  Bill 
allowed  to  proceed. 

That  the  Standing  Orders  not  complied 
with  in  respect  of  the 

Whitechapel  and  Bow    Railway    Bill . 
[H.L.] 

ought  to  be  dispensed  with  and  the  Bill 
allowed  to  proceed,  provided  that  proof  be 
given  before  the  Examiners  that  the  Bill 
has  been  submitted  to  meetings  of  the 
London,  Tilbury,  and  Southend  Railway 
Company  and  of  the  Metropolitan  District 
Railway  Company,  convened  in  accord- ' 
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ance  with  Standing  Order  No.  62,  before 
the  Third  Reading  of  the  Bill. 


Read,  and  agreed  to. 

GREAT      BERKHAMPSTEAD      WATER 

BILL    [H.L.]. 

The  Chairman  of  Committees  informed 
the  House  that  the  opposition  to  the  Bill 
was  withdrawn.  The  orders  made  on  the 
2nd  instant  and  Tuesday  last  discharged, 
and  Bill  committed. 

ASTON     MANOR     TRAMWAYS     BILL 

[ILL.]. 

The  Chairman  of  Committees  informed 
the  House  that  the  opposition  to  the  Bill 
was  withdrawn.  The  orders  made  on  the 
23rd  of  Februarv  and  Tuesday  last  dis- 
charged, and  Bill  committed. 

CARDIFF  CORPORATION  BILL  [ill.] 

The  Chairman  of  Committees  informed 
the  House,  That  the  promoters  do  not 
intend  to  proceed  further  with  the  Bill. 
Ordered  that  the  Bill  be  not  further  pro- 
ceeded with. 


BIRMINGHAM    (KING    EDWARD   THE 
SIXTH)  SCHOOLS  BILL  [H.L.]. 

MUIRKIRK,  MAUCHLINE.  AND 
DALMiELLINGTON  RAILWAYS 
(ABANDONMENT)  BILL  [h.l.]. 

CORK  ELECTRIC  TRAMWAYS  BILL 

[H.L.]. 

Read  2^  (according  to  order). 

UNIVERSAL  LIFE  ASSURANCE 
SOCIETY  BILL  [h.l.]. 

SCOTTISH  WIDOWS'  FUND  AND  LIFE 
ASSURANCE  SOCIETY  BILL  [h.l.]. 

Read  3»,-  and  passed,  and  sent  to  the 
Commons. 

ST.    DAVIDS     RAILWAY    (ABANDON- 

MENT)    BILL. 

The  order  of  Tuesday  last,  referring 
the  examiner's  Certificate  of  non-com- 
pliance with  the  Standing  Onlers  to  the 
bunding  Orders  Committee,  discharged. 

PRIVATE  AND   PROVISIONAL  ORDER 
CONFIRMATION   BILLS. 

Ordered —    . 

That  no  Private  Bills  brought  from  the 
House  of  Commons  shall  be  read  a  second 
time  after  Tuesday  the  26th  day  of  June 
next. 

y 
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local  courts,  Belfast  and  Cork,  for  the 
year  1899;  laid  before  the  House 
(pursuant  to  Act),  and  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  Table. 


That  no  Pi-ovisional  Order  Confirmation 
Bill  originating  in  this  House  shall  be 
read  a  first  time  after  Tuesday  the  1st 
day  of  May  next. 

That  no  Provisional  Order  Confirmation 
Bill  brought  from  the  House  of  Commons 
shall  be  read  a  second  time  after  Tuesdaj 
the  26th  day  of  June  next. 

That  when  a  Bill  shall  have  passed  with  |  Earl  CARRINGTON  :  I  should  like  to 
Amendments  these  orders  shall  not  apply  ;  ask  the  noble  Marquess  the  Secretary  of 
to  any  new  Bill  sent  up  from  the  House  ;  State  for  War  whether  he  luis  been  able 
of  Commons  which  the  Chairman  of  j  to  make  any  inquiries  into  the  treatment 
Committees  shall  reiK)rt  to  the  House  is  of  certain  Reservists,  to  which  I  calleti  his 
substantially  the  sivmo  as  the  Bill  so  ;  attention  about  ten  days  a^co.* 
amended. 


SOUTH  AFRICAN  WAR— TREATMENT 
OF  WOUNDED  SOLDIERS  FROM  THE 
FRONT. 


That  this  House  will  not  receive  any 


*Tiie  SECRETARY  of   STATE   for 


petition  for  a  Private  Bill  later  than  Tues.  I  WAR  (The  Marquess  of  Lansdowne)  :  I 
Hay  the  1st  dav  of  :\Iay  next,  unless  such  ^^^'^  made  mquines  mto  the  matter  to 
Private  Bill  shall  have  becji  ai)provcd  bv  ^^'^^^h  my  no])le  friend  referred,  and  I  find 
the  High  C.)urt  ui  Justii-e  ;  nor  anv  ^^''^^  the  nifurniatioii  given  to  him  w;ls 
j)ctition  for  a  Private  Bill  approved  bV  incornret  iiisomeiin|M>itaut  p.U'ticulai-s.  My 
the  High  Court  of  Justice  after  Friday  »^^^1«  f nend  s  statement  was  to  the  effect 
the  11th  day  of  May  next.  '^^^^  ^^^  ^^^  soldiers  whom  he  mentioned] 

m,    ^  ^,  .  TT  -11      *.         •  had  arrived  at  their  destination  in  a  state 

That  this  House  will  not  receive  any  re,  ^^  exhaustion,  having  been  traveUing 
port  from  the  Judges  u^n  petitions  pre-    ^^^^  y  ^,^^^^^  ^^  ^^^ ^-^^^.      ^j„  ^    ,  ,^ 

sented  to  this  House  f^  in  the  afternoon,  that  they   had  had  no 

Friday  the  llth  day  of  May  next.  ^^^  ^^^,  ^^^^  ^o\noney  in  their  pockets. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  orders  be  I  tind,  however,  that  these  two  men  left 
printed  and  published,  and  affixed  on  the  j  Netley  at  11.12  o'clock  in  the  moming 
doors  of  this  House    and    Westminster  '  and  arrived  at  High  Wycombe  at  3.58  in 


HalL     (No.  25.) 


RETURXS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 


the  afternoon.  They  had  therefore  been 
not  ten  hours  on  the  road,  but  4f  hours- 
The  Principal  Medical  Officer  at  Netley 
has  written  to  the  War  Office  as  follows— 


HUSH      LAND       COMM[S.SIOX       (PRO- 
CEEDINGS). 


"  Both  these  men  were  in  good  health,     it 
waa  very  doabtf ul  whether  it  was  nece«wan'  to 

Return  for   the   mouth   of   December,  send  them  to  a  convalescent  home,  and  I  «^^^ 

,  ^qj.  '  not  understanil  why  either  of  them  should  feel 

^  "''*'•  the  eirects  of  a  4J  hours  journey." 
MISCELLANEOUS,  No.  I. 

CoiTespondence  respecting  the  seizure    ^^'^^^  regard  to  the  statement  that  the 

of  the  British  vessels  "  Springl>ok  "  and  ,  >"?"   ^^^   "^  »^^"cy   V^  ^^^"^^^    pockets 

**  Peterhoff  "  by  Unite<l  Sutes  cruisers  in    soldiers,  when  they  are  u\  hospital,  usually 

^  1^(53  accumulate  a  certain  amount  of  pay  ;  thcv 

AFRICA,  No.  I.  (1900.)  certainly  do  so  during  a  voyage  on  board 

.,  J  \       ',  ,.      I  ship,  and  men  leaving  Netlev  can   anpiv 

CorresiKindome   respecting  the   fiction  '  f,,  ;i,^  ^,„„,^,^^„  f,„.„„  .„i  ',.^«        i-    *. 

-  ,,      *f  •    .    »    x^       I    A    .1      •.•         -1     to  tlic  pavmastei  lor  an  ;uivance.       hvoii 

of  Her  Majestvs  >^aval  Authorities  with  -* 


regard  to  certain  foreign  vessels. 

TRADE    REPORTS  (ANNUAL    SERIES). 

No.  2388.  Venezuela  (Ciudad  Bolivar). 

Presented  (by  command),  and  ordered 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

BANKRUPTCY     COURTS     (IRELAND.) 


if  no  Iwilance  is  to  their  credit  an  a4]vajice 
of  pay  can  ]>e  made  to  them,  and  it  appears 
that  neither  of  these  men  ma<ie  any 
application  to  be  supplied  with  fundi. 
Then  there  is  the  question  of  their  clothes. 
My  noble  friend  was  informed  that 
they  had  lost  their  kits,  that  they  were 
promised  that  when  they  got  to  Netley 
their  kits  would  be  replaced,  and  that 


Pveturn  of  the  Official  Assignees  of  the       *ftee  Thr  Pav^Umtentan,  Debates,    [ForRTii 
Co'irt*  of  Bankruptcv  m  Ireland  and  the  I  Sebibs.]    Vol.  iN.xix.  i>.  1057, 
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they  arrivetl  at  High  Wycombe  in  the 
clothes  which  they  had  worn  during  the 


5y  naci 
lie  is,  I 


voyage.      The  rule  is,  I  understand,  that 
if  a  man  has  lost  his  kit  it  is  replaced  when 
he  rejoins  his  battalion,  and  when  a  man 
goes   into   hospital  he  is  given  hospital 
clothes  while  he  is  there.     These  two  men 
went  from  the  hospital,  not  to  rejoin  their 
battalions  but  to  a  convalescent  home,  and 
I  find  that  they  travelled  in  their  great- 
coats and  serges,  those  clothes  being  no 
doubt  the  same  that  they  had  worn  during 
the  voyage.      But  l»efore  they  left  Netley 
each  of  them  was  given  two  flannel  shirts 
and  a  cardigan  jacket.     Those  articles 
were  supplied,  I  believe,  from  the  great 
amount  of  clothing  and  necessaries  which 
have  been  placed  at  the  disposal  of  invalid 
soldiers    liy    the    Soldiei*3    and  Sailors* 
Families     Association     and    by    various 
l>enevolent  local  bodies  and  organisations. 
I  am  bound  to  say,  however,  that  it  does 
seem  to  me  that  articles  of  this  kind,  so 
far  as  they  are  indispensable  and  necessary, 
should  be  supplied  at  the  public  expense ; 
but  the  authorities  at  Netley  very  naturally 
Hay   that   having  received    an    immense 
amount  of  clothing  they  used  it  in  cases 
of  this  sort.     I  think,  as  I  said  in  this 
House  the  other  evening,  that  it  ought  to 
bo  clearly  understood  that  indispensa1)le 
articles  should  be  supplied  at  the  public 
expense,  and  that  if  we  look  to  private 
generosity  at  all  it   should  be  tor  the 
supply  of  things  which  are  not  absolutely 
necessary  but  rather  of  the  nature  of 
special  comforts  or  luxuries.     The  result 
of  my  inquiries  leads  me  to  think  that 
the  arrangements  for  the  supply  of  cloth- 
ing to  invalid  soldiers  on  leaving  hospital 
did  require  further  consideration    than 
they  at   first  received,   and  I  am  glad 
to  bo  able  to  say  that  attention  had  been 
given  to  the  matter  some  days  before 
my    noble    friend    asked    his    question. 
What  has  been  settled  is  this.     In  the 
month  of  February — the  7th  of  February 
was  the  exact  date — the  Principal  Medical 
Officer  at  Netley  was  instructed  that  when- 
ever an  invalid  soldier  is  about  to  leave  the 
hospital,  he  is  to  communicate  with  the 
dep6t  of  the  regiment  to  which  the  man 
belongs,  and  from  that  depot  he  is  to 
receive  clothing,   either  clothing    which 
the  man  may  have  left    at   the  depot 
before  leaving  England,  or  new  clothing 
which  he  may  bo  given  and   which  he 
may  wear  during  his  journey  from  the 
hospital  to  the  station  at  which  his  regi- 
ment his  quartered.     In  the  case  of  a 


man  going  from  hospital  not  to  his  regi- 
ment but  to  a  convalescent  home  wo 
propose  that  he  should  be  given,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  usiml  clothing,  hospital  clothes 
which  he  can  wear  while  he  remains  in 
the  home.  I  may,  perhaps,  be  allowed  to 
take  this  opportunity  of  expressing  our 
acknowledgment  to  the  many  benevolent 
persons  who  have  oflfercd  us  houses 
of  all  descriptions — I  might  almost  say 
from  cottages  to  palaces — as  convalescent 
homes  for  the  accommodation  of  invalid 
soldiers.  My  onl  v  regret  is  that  I  do  not 
see  a  prospect  of  filling  them  all.  I  am 
told  that  the  private  soldier  when  he  is 
discharged  from  hospital  voiy  much  pre- 
fers as  a  rule  going  to  his  own  homo  rather 
than  to  a  convalescent  home,  however  com- 
fortable o^:  luxurious.  We  are,  none  the 
loss,  under  deep  obligation  to  many 
persons  who  at  great  trouble  and  incon- 
venience to  themselves  have  offered 
accommodation  of  this  kind. 

Earl  CARRINGTON:  I  have  heard 
with  great  pleasure  the  concluding  words 
of  the  noble  Marquess,  but  in  reference  t<i 
the  earlier  portion  of  his  remarks  I  think 
I  I  nuist  Ik)  allowed  to  say  a  woixl  or  two. 
'  The  noble  Man[uess  stated  that  instead  of 
1  being  ten  hours  on  the  road  the  men  were 
!  only  4  J  hoiu-3.  I  saw  the  men  w^hen  they 
I  arrived,  and  they  both  told  me  they  had 
been  marched  from  Netley  Hospital  under 
the  charge  of  the  military  police,  that 
they  had  been  put  into  the  train  at  seven 
o'clock,  not  eleven  o'clock,  and  that  they 
arrived  at  their  destination  at  five  o'clock. 
I  acknowledge  that  they  were  an  hour 
late,  but  that  was  due  to  the  fact  that  at 
the  station  for  changing  trains  one  of  the 
men  was  too  weak  to  ^et  across  the 
station  in  time  to  catch  tne  train  which 
was  waiting  at  another  platform.  The 
noble  Marquess  said  that  men  accumulated 
pay  on  board  ship,  and  that  these  men 
ought  to  have  had  sufiicient  money  to  pay 
for  their  necessaries,  but  neither  of  the 
men  had  had  a  sixpence  paid  to  him  since 
October  and  November  of  last  year,  and 
the  country  was  in  debt  to  them  £10 
each.  As  to  applying  to  the  paymaster  at 
Netley  for  an  advance,  it  seems  to  me 
that  in  a  case  where  a  man  has  been 
severely  wounded  in  fighting  for  his 
country,  and  has  been  discharged  as 
convalescent  from  hospital,  the  man 
should  not  be  requirwl  to  apply  for 
an  advance,  but  it  should  be  the  dutv 
of     the    authorities     at    the    hospital 
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to  give  him  a  portion  of  the  money  on  lea\'ing  the  hospital.  That  has  been 
the  country  owes  him,  and  not  send  done  since  January  last, 
him  away,  on  what  I  still  repeat  was  a 
ten  hours  journey,  in  a  weak  state  with- 
out food  or  money.  The  noble  Marquess 
admits  that  the  underclothing  was 
supplied  from  a  benevolent  fund,  but  the  i  *The  Earl  of  NORTHBKOOK  :  The 
country  will  hardly  agi^ee  that  such  men  !  point  whether  these  articles  were  provided 
should  be  clothed  by  priv^t^  charity.  It  |  oy  private  funds  or  not  had  nothing  to  do 
seems  hai:d  that  men,  after  figh,ti ng  for  '  w^ith  the  question  put  the  other  day  by 
their  country,  should  have  to  rely  on  the  noble  Earl,  >\Hn>h  practically  avouse<l 
out-door  relief.  In  conclusion,  all  I  have  the  people  concerned  of  not  havmg  tiiken 
to  say  is  that  I  gi'atefuUy  acknowledge  sufficient  caie  of  soldiers  kviving  hospital, 
the  furtlier  consideration  which  was  |  I  contend  that  the  noble  Earl  had  no 
given  to  the  treatment  of  invalid  soldiers  |  right  to  put  such  a  question  ^nthout  first 
some  days  before  I  called  attention  to  the  '  ascertaining  the  facts  of  the  case  and  placing 
subject ;  but  I  do  not  regret  having  done  '  a  notice  upon  your  Lonlships*  Paper. 
so,  because  I  feel  certain  this  is  not  an  j  I  am  very  glad  that  it  is  now  quite 
isokted  case  but  an  illustration  of  the  |  clear  that  Miss  Norman  is  giving  warm 
condition  in  which  convalescent  soldiers  underclothing  to  'the  soldiers  when  they 
were  at  that  time  being  treated  by  the  1  leave  the  hospital,  and  I  heard  with 
country.  pleasure  the  words  of  the  noble  Marquess 

thanking  those  ladies  who  have  taken  so 


*The    Earl   of   NORTHBROOK  :    I 
think  your  lifjrdships  have  sojuethiiig  to 


much  pains  in  providing   these   articles. 
Miss  Moreton,  wlio  is  at  the  he^ul  of  the 


con) plain  of  ill  the  maimer  in  which  my  |  clothing  branch  of  the  Soldiei-s' and  Sailors' 
npble  fnend  has  on  l)oth  occasions  brought  Families  Association  for  Hampshire,  has 
this  cjuestion  l)efore  the  House.  On  the  .  Ixjcn  able  to  collect  and  distribute  large 
first  occjision  there  was  no  intimation  i  quantities  of  clothing  of  this  kind  to 
whatever  on  the  Paper,  and  he  has  again.  Netley  Hospital  and  Aldershot  Hospitil, 
raised  the  matter  without  giving  notice,  and  I  ])elievc  that  up  to  the 
It  was  only  by  the  courtesy  of  the  no]>le  present  time  the  supplies  have  been 
Marquess  opposite  that  I  knew  it  was  adequate  to  meet  the  demands.  At  the 
coming  on.  When  questions  of  this  im-  j  same  time,  I  quite  agree  with  the  noble 
portance  and  wide  interest  are  to  be  '  Marquess  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
brought  before  your  Lordships,  notice  j  that  the  supply  of  such  things  should  not 
should  be  given  in  order  that  the  Secre- '  be  left  to  private  liberality  and  that  it  is 
tary  of  State  himself  may  be  able  to  make  the  duty  of  the  War  Office  to  take  care 
inquiries  before  being  called  upon  to  that  these  men  when  they  leave  hospital 
answer  them,  and  in  order  that  any  of  are  pro\ided  with  sufficient  clothing  to 
your  Lordships  who  are  interested  in  the  prevent  any  injury  to  their  health.  I 
subject  may  be  able  to  take  part  in  the  understand  that  the  noble  Marquess  is 
discussion.  I  am  not  satisfied  with  going  to  take  care  that  in  future  that 
the  way  in  which  the  noble  Earl  has  course  shall  be  adopted.  This  is  a  matter 
accepted  the  reply  of  the  noble  Marquess  '  of  considerable  consequence.  Miss  Nor- 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  War.  The  man  tells  me  that  200  men  left  in  one 
noble  Earl  made  certain  charges  which  t  week  and  forty  the  next,  and  she  expects 
appear  to  me  to  have  substantially  broken  ;  200  more  men  to  leave  immediately.  The 
down,  but  hq  has  not  made  any  apology  funds  of  the  Soldiers' and  Sailors' Families 
for  having  brought  them  forward.     In 


its    relation     to     Netley    Hospital    the 


Association  are  not  in  themselves  applicable 
to    soldiers,    but    to    their    wives    and 


statements  in  the  question  caused  very  |  children.     This  special  fund  is  now  nearly 
great  distress  to  Miss  Norman,  the  able    exhausted  and  there  is  very  little  more 


lady  at  the  head  of  the  hospital,  because 
they  implied  that  no  care  was  taken  to 
provide  soldiers  leaving  Netley  Hospital 
with  proper  warm  clothing.  The  explana- 
tion of  the  noble  Marquess  shows  that  this 


money  out  of  which  such  articles  can 
be  purchased.  We  have  la  county 
war  fund  in  Hampshire,  and  we  have 
a  considerable  balance  in  hand. 
We     had     a     meeting    of    the    fund 


was  not  the  fact.     The  men  were  supplied    this  morning  at  Winchester,  and  decided 
with  two  shirts  and  a  cardigan  jacket  each  i  that  it  wa^  not  right  that  a  county  fund. 
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which  is  raised  for  the  purpose  of  helping 
those  men  who  go  from  our  own  county 
to  the  front,  whether  Volunteers,  Yeomen, 
Militiamen,  or  soldiers  belonging  to  the 
county  regiment,  should  be  used  in 
supplying  articles  of  this  kind  to  a  great 
hospital  nke  Netley,  where  probably  very 
few  of  the  invalids  are  Hampshire  men. 
An  individual  who  does  not  wish  his  name 
to  be  mentioned  did  provide  a  number  of 
these  articles  so  that  the  supply  which 
Miss  Norman  had  might  not  run  out,  but 
after  those  articles  are  distributed  I  do 
not  think  there  will  be  any  further  funds 
forthcoming  from  the  Soldiers'  and 
Sailors*  Families  Association  for  this  pur- 
pose. Therefore  I  hope  my  noble  friend's 
arrangements  will  be  at  once  made  so  as 
to  avoid  any  difficulty.  With  reference 
to  what  the  noble  Marquess  has  said  of 
convalescent  homes,  I  hope  that  the  regu- 
lations will  in  no  way  limit  the  comforts 
provided  to  the  men  who  are  to  rejoin  the 
colours,  but  that  they  will  be  equally  open 
to  men  who  are  discharged  from  the  Army. 
I  was  siu*prised  to  hear  only  two  days  ago 
that  the  Principal  Medical  Officer  at  PTetley 
Hospital  considers  that  the  use  of  conva- 
lescent homes  is  confined  to  those  who  are 
going  to  rejoin  the  colours.  I  apprehend 
that  no  one  who  has  subscribed  to  these 
homes  would  wish  that  men  who  have 
been  wounded  and  are  not  able  to  rejoin 
the  coloiu*8  should  be  del>an'ed  from  the 
use  of  the  convalescent  homes  if  they 
wish  to  go  to  them.  I  am  very  glad  to 
heal'  that  attention  is  being  given  to  the 
subject  of  the  way  in  which  men  leave 
the  military  hospitals,  for  I  have  reason 
to  believe  that  the  arrangements  at 
Aldershot  Hospital  arc  anything  but 
satisfactory,  oi-,  at  any  rate,  have  been 
anything  but  satisfactory. 


Earl  CARRINGTON  :  I  feel  certain 
the  House  will  allow  me  to  say  one  woitl 
of  personal  explanation*  I  did  not  think 
it  respectful  to  inteiTupt  my  noble  friend 
while  he  was  speaking,  but  I  think  there 
is  really  ven^  little  between  us.  The 
exact  words  I  used  in  my  question  a  few 
days  ago  were — 

"When  they  arrived  at  Netley  Hmpital 
they  were  provided  with  four  8hirt8  and  four 
pairs  of  socks  each  out  of  the  Daily  Mail 
Abient-minded  Beggar  Fund.** 

1  gladly  add  my  tribute  of  admiration 
and  respect  to  Miss  Norman  for  the  kind- 
ness she  has  shown  to  all  tJie  men  at 


Netley  Hospital.  All  there  is  between 
myself  and  the  noble  Marquess  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  War  is  one  cardigan 
jacket.  Ho  and  I  entirely  affree  that  the 
men  should  be  properly  clothed  and  fed 
by  the  country  they  have  so  gallantly 
and  so  valiantly  served,  and  should  not 
have  to  rely  upon  private  funds. 


The  Earl  OF  KIMBERLEY:  I  share 
strongly  the  feeling  which  has  been  ex- 
pressed by  the  noble  Marquess  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  and  by  my 
noble  friend  behind  me  that  it  is  the  duty 
of  the  Government  to  supply  soldiers  who 
suffer  in  service  with  everything  neces- 
sary to  restore  them  to  health.  Private 
charity  is  a  very  valuable  thing,  but  it 
should  supply  those  articles  which  it  is 
not  reasonable  to  expect  the  Government 
to  supply.  The  articles  referred  to  are 
really  necessaries,  and  the  whole  nation 
would  desire  that  they  should  be  pro- 
vided by  the  Government. 

♦The  Marquess  of  LANSDOWNEj 
With  regard  to  the  length  of  the  journey, 
there  is  no  doubt  that  these  men  left 
Netley  at  12  minutes  past  11  o'clock. 
What  they  could  have  been  doing  from 
7  o'clock  till  that  hour  passes  my  com- 
prehension. Lord  Nortnbrook  raised  a 
point  with  regaixl  to  men  discharged  from 
hospital  who  are  not  going  back  to  their 
regiment  or  to  a  convalescent  home,  but 
who  are  being  invalided  out  of  the  Anny 
altogether.  Those  men  under  present 
arrangements  are  supplied  with  clothes. 
As  to  the  other  point  raised  by  I^ord 
Northbrook,  I  will  nijike  inciuiry.  It  was 
with  surprise  that  I  heard  the.  suggestion 
that  the  use  of  the  convalescent  homes  so 
generously  offered  to  us  was  restricted 
to  men  who  intended  to  rejoin  their 
regiments,  especially  when,  as  I  have  said, 
we  find  great  difficulty  in  discovering 
sufficient  inmates  for  the  homes  offered! 
While  I  agree  entirely  with  what  has  been 
said  by  the  noble  Earl  the  Leader  of  the 
Opposition,  I  think  it  must  be  remembered 
that  in  this  case  a  very  great  quantity  of 
clothing  had  l>een  sent  to  Netley,  and  it 
was  on^  natural  that  the  authorities  there 
should  turn  it  to  the  best  possible  account 

*Earl  SPENCER:  As  I  have  been 
connected  with  a  good  many  of  these 
voluntary  associations  I  should  like  to  say 
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that  I  am  exceedingly  glml  to  hear  that 
the  Government  will  deal  with  soldiers 
who  are  discharged  from  service  after 
being  wounded  as  well  as  with  those  who 
will  rejoin. 


YOUTHFUL   OFFENDERS    BILL    [H.L.]. 

Committee. 

House    in    Committee    (accoixling   to 
order). 


Lord  MONKSWELL  :  I  should  like 
to  draw  the  noble  and  learned  Lords 
attention  to  a  provision  in  the  Industrial 
Schools  Act,  1894,  which  seems  to  me  to 
need  amendment.  The  Act  provides 
that  every  child  sent  to  an  industrial 
school  shall,  from  the  expiration  of  the 
period  of  his  detention,  remain  up  to  the 
age  of  eighteen  under  the  supervision  of 
the  manager  of  the  school ;  and  that  in 
certain  cases  children  may  be  recalled  to 
the  school  for  three  months.  This, 
however,  can  only  be  done  in  the  case  of 
children  who  have  been  granted  licences. 
If  the  child  is  his  own  master  he  cannot  be 
recalled,  though  it  would  be  in  such  a 
case  that  the  recall  would  be  most 
necessary.  I  hope  the  noble  and  learned 
Lord  will  consider  whether  it  will  not 
be  possible  to  amend  this .  clause  in  his 
Bill. 


Loud  JAMES   of    HEItEFOKD :    I 
will  do  so  with  pleasure. 

Clause  1. 


Loud  JAMES  of  HEREFORD :  I  am 
anxious  to  call  yom*  Lordships'  attention 
to  this  clause,  which  you  will  recollect 
substitutes  the  punishment  of  whipping 
on  a  graduated  scale  for  imprisonment  in 
the  case  of  young  children.  I  have  l>een 
somewhat  surprised  to  find  that  there 
have  been  feommunications  to  the  press 
suggesting  that  this  Bill  is  one  of  great 
cruelty  and  inhiunanity,  and  treating  this 
clause  as  if  it  were  a  flogging  clause.  I 
am  also  told,  though  I  cannot  say  whether 
it  is  the  case,  that  on  public  platforms 
statements  have  been  made  to  the  effect 
that  this  is  an  attempt  on  the  part  of  your 
Lordships  to  flog  the  children  of  the  poor. 

Earl  Spencer. 


I  hope  I  need  not  say  that  nothing  is 
further  from  the  intention  of  those  in 
charge  of  the  Bill.     We  do  not  desire  to 
take  any  other  course  than  that  which 
would  be  most  humane  and  free  from  any 
cruelty  whatever.    If  we  could  we  would 
relieve  the  young  child  from  any  punish- 
ment for  crime,  but  that  is  a  problem  of 
great  difficulty.    If  the  Legislature  were 
to  relieve  a  child  up  to  a  certain  age  from 
punishment    for   breaking   the    law,    it 
would  place  the  legislation  of  the  coun^ 
in  a  very  peculiar  position.    Indeed,  I  do 
not  know  whether  it  would  be  well  for 
the  child  himself  to  feel  that  up  to  the 
age  of  fourteen  or  sixteen  he  could  with' 
impunity  break  the  law.      A  practical 
difficulty  would  arise,  for  if  you  divested 
the    child  of   any    serious    punishment^ 
or    of    any    punishment     at     all,     you 
would  find    traders  in  crime  employing 
children     as     their    agents     to      pick 
pockets  and  other  offences,  and  at   the 
same  time  have  the  satisfaction  of  knowins 
that  the  child    would  not  be  punished 
Therefore,  I  think  it  will  be  agreed  that 
some  punishment  must  be  inflicted,  but  that 
punishment  should  be  as  slight  as  possible 
m  the  case  of  very  young  children.    It 
has  been  said  that  even  toe  punishment 
of  whipping  is  one  of  ^reat  degradation, 
and  that  when  the  child  returns  to  his 
home  he  will  be  a  source  of  contamination 
to  those  with  whom  he   associates.      I 
hope  it  will  be  understood  that  this  clause 
has  nothing  whatever  to  do  with  flogging 
in   the  sense   in    which   it   is  generally 
understood.      The  punisliment  provided 
in  this  clause  is  not  greater  than  many 
lads  receive  at  public  schools,  and  it  is 
only  the  punishment  which  a  child  may 
receive  in  a  village  school,  and  which,  so 
far  as  I  know,  has  not  been  o1>jectod  to 
on  the  gi*ound  of  cruelty.     I  would  ask 
those  who  say  tliat  whipping  will  degrade 
the  child  to  reflect  whether  the  degi*ada- 
tion  would  not  be  far  greater  if  the  child 
has  to  pass  fourteen  or  twenty-one  days  in 
a  prison,  and  whether  he  would  not  be  more 
likely  to  contaminate  those  with  whom 
he  associated  if  he  had  had  experience  of 
prison    life.     The  object  of  those    who 
framed  this  Bill  is  to  make  the  puniah- 
ment    as    far    distant   from    cruelty    as 
possible.    The  noble  Earl  the  Leader  of 
the  Opposition  called  attention  the  other 
evening  to  the  fact  that  a    prejudiced 
magistrate  might  inflict  eighteen  strokes, 
which  he  suggested    was    a    somewhat 
extreme  punishment ;  but  I  would  point 
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out  that  the  clause  provides  a  graduated  ] 
scale  of  punishment  according  to  age  from 
six  strokes  to  eighteen,  fi  my  noble 
friend  and  others  think  that  the  graduated 
scale  goes  too  high  in  extending  the 
punishment  to  eighteen  strokes  I  hope 
rail  expression  will  be  given  to  their  views. 
I  will  confer  with  Lora  Kimberley  to  see 
whether  any  alteration  can  be  made.  My 
object  has  been  to  state  that  nothing  is 
further  from  the  intention  of  the  Govern- 
ment than  to  allow  any  cruel  act  to  come 
into  operation  under  the  clauses  of  thi  s  Bill. 
From  first  to  last  the  desire  has  been  to 
keep  boys. out  of  prison  and  prevent  them 
becoming  habitual  offenders,  which  is 
often  the  result  of  association  with  prison 
life. 

The  Earl  of  KIMBERLEY :  I  shall 
be  very  glad,  when  my  noble  and  learned 
friend  has  given  fiu-ther  consideration  to 
the  clause,  to  consult  with  him  on  the 
subject. 

♦The  Earl  of  ELGIN  :  I  have  had  an 
opportunity  lately,  having  been  appointed 
by   my  noble  friend  the  Secretary  for 
Scotland  to  act  on  the  Committee  whose 
duty  it  has  been  to  inquire  into  certain 
points  connected  with  tne  administration 
of  Scottish  prisons,  of  hearing  something 
on  the  point  to  which  the  noble  and 
learned  Lord  has  referred,  and  I  can  assure 
him  that  there  is,  in  some  quarters,  a  eood 
deal  of  the  feeling  which  he  had  described 
— namely,  that  the  punishment  of  whip- 
ping, oven  with  a  birch  rod,  brings  with 
it  a  certain  amount  of  degradation  to  the 
boy  on  whom  it  is  inflicted.  I  do  not  imder- 
stand  that  magistrates  who  hold  that  opin- 
ion object  to  the  punishment  of  whipping 
per  se.     Indeed,  they  state  that  if  it  could 
DO   inflicted   by   the  parental  arm  they 
would  have  no  objection,  but  they  object 
to  its  beijig  inflicted  by  the  strong  arm 
of    a    policeman    in    the    police    oflice. 
The    result  is  that    in  some  places  in 
Scotland  we  are  now  face  to  face  with 
the    very    difliculty    which    the    noble 
and  learned  Lord  has  referred  to — that 
up  to  a  certain    age    boys  feel    them- 
selves  practically  free  from  the  penalties 
of  the  law.     The  magistrates  have  the 
same  objection  as  the  noble  and  learne<l 
lionl  to  sending  these  children  to  prison, 
and  my  noble  friend  the  Secretary  for 
Scotland  feels  that  objection  still   more 
strongly.  The  magistrates  feel  that  if  they 
inflict  a  fine  with  the  alternative  of  im- 


prisonment the  child  knows  perfectly  well 
that  he  will  not  be  sent  to  prison,  and  after 
a  little  experience  he  is  apt  to  laugh  in  the 
magistrate's  face,  and  the  magistrate 
being  unwilling  to  order  whipping  there 
is  no  other  course  open.  The  alternative 
which  is  presented  in  the  fourth  clause 
of  this  Bill — namely,  that  there  should 
bo  some  place  of  confinement  which  is 
distinct  from  a  prison  to  which  the 
youthful  offender  could  be  committed 
— appears  to  me  to  be  the  best  suited  to 
meet  this  difficulty. 

The  lord  PEIVY  SEAL  (Viscount 
Cross):  I  should  like  to  remind  the 
House  that  the  pum'shmont  of  whipping 
in  place  of  imprisonment  has  commended 
itself  in  ihany  parts  of  the  country,  and 
has  been  in  force  ever  since  the  Summary 
Jurisdiction  Act  of  1879;  which  I  had 
the  honour  of  passing  when  I  was  at  the 
Home  Oflice.  I  have  never  heard  a  single 
complaint  as  to  the  working  of  that  Act, 
and  I  think  myself  it  is  a  great  matter  to 
keep  children  out  of  prison  by  inflicting 
some  small  punishment  upon  them. 


The  PRIME  MINISTER  and  SECRE- 
TARY   OF    STATE    FOR     FOREIGN 
AFFAIRS  (The  Marquess  of  Salisbury^  : 
I  rise  to  make  a  slight  protest  against  the 
idea  that  flogging    these    boys    inflicts 
a  contamination  upon  them,  and  that  this 
House  is  doing  it  exceptionally  to  the 
poor  and  not  to  the  rich.     My  impression 
IS  that  if  you  will  examine  the  past  record 
of  Members  of  this  House  you  will  find 
that  it  has  been  very  frequently  inflicted, 
and  that  there  is  no  trace  of  contamination 
surviving.     I  cannot  understand  why  the 
arm  of  a  policeman  should  be  more  con- 
taminating than  the  arm  of  a  parent.     I 
am  sure  that,  in  the  public  schools  of  this 
country,  it  would  l)e  thought  an  odd  thing 
if  you  had  to  send  for  a  parent  from  a 
distant  county  in  order  to  perform  the 
operation  of  flomng  a  pupil.    There  is  a 
great  deal  of  ai^  sentimentality  on  the 
subject,  which  is  not  shared  by  the  vast 
mass  of  the  people  of  this  coimtry.    It  is 
only  shown  by  a  narrow  section.    I  quite 
admit  it  is  possible  to  carry  whipping  to 
a  cniel  extent,  and  all  cruelty  ought  to  be 
scrupulously    avoided.       On    the    other 
hand,  you  must  not  judge  the  effect  of  a 
flogging  by  its  effect  on  the  boy  himself. 
The  great  value   of  flogging  is  to  the 
people  who  are  not  flogged;   the  great 
value  is  the  deterrent  it  offers  to  otners^ 
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who  see  what  evil  courses  lead  tO.  I  can 
only  say  I  should  be  as  anxious  as  any- 
one to  make  no  difference  in  the  pimish- 
ment  of  the  rich  and  the  poor.  I  only 
hope  you  will  flog  the  evildoer  as  freely 
and  with  as  little  scruple  among  the 
classes  of  the  poor  as  you  have  for  cen- 
turies among  the  classes  of  the  rich. 

The  Earl  of  KIMBERLEY  :  I  have 
no  doubt  there  is  a  great  deal  of  force  in 
what  the  noble  Marquess  has  said,  but  he 
has  left  out  of  consideration  the  fact  that 
in  matters  of  this  kind  it  is  essential  that 
the  punishment  to  be  inflicted  should  be 
one  which  would  meet  with  the  general 
approval  of  the  class — I  do  not  mean  the 
boys,  but  the  class  to  which  the  boys  to 
be  punished  belong.  We  both  of  us  know 
that  in  order  effectively  to  carry  out  the 
law  there  must  be-  behind  it  a  state  of 
public  opinion  which  supports  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  law ;  othenv ise  what 
Lord  Elgin  has  referred  to  is  likely  to 
occur.  People  feel — I  do  not  say  this  is 
a  conclusive  argument  against  the  Bill, 
but  it  is  one  that  deserves  careful  con- 
sideration— and  I  know  there  exists  a 
prejudice  amongst  the  class  to  which  we  do 
not  belong  against  this  punishment.  For 
some  reason  they  look  upon  it  in  a  very 
different  light  from  what  we  do,  and  this 
must  be  taken  into  consideration.  The 
problem  is,  I  am  aware,  an  exceedingly 
uiflicult  one.  It  is  obvious  that  wc  must 
all  desire  to  keep  little  children  out  of 
prison,  and  that,  on  the  other  hand,  there 
must  be  some  punishment.  The  fourth 
clause,  as  I  understand,  deals  only  with 
offenders  who  are  remanded,  and  I  do 
not  think  Lord  Elgin  quite  understands 
it.  I  desire  that  the  punishment  should 
not  be  too  severe  in  its  nature,  particu- 
larly with  regard  to  young  children.  If 
it  is  too  severe  you  will  not  attain  your 
object.  With  regard  to  older  boys  who 
have  committed  grave  offences,  if  fhey 
are  not  sent  for  trial  but  dealt  ^vith 
summarily  a  light  punishment  cannot  be 
inflicted  upon  them.  I  cannot  help 
recalling  a  case  which  occurred  to  me 
personally  many  years  ago  in  the  days 
when  there  were  no  reformatories.  In  a 
village  near  where  I  resided  a  child  set 
fire  deliberately  to  a  shed,  with  disastrous 
results,  and  the  only  thing  the  magistrates, 
of  whom  I  was  one,  could  do  was  to 
commit  him  for  trial  for  arson.  We 
thought  it  very  undesirable  to  commit  a 
child  of  ten,  and  we  accordingly  inflicted 

TItc  Marqtie&s  of  Salisbury.  ( 


no  punishment  at  all  except  that  of  repri- 
manding him.  This  Bill  would  enable 
magistrates  to  deal  satisfactorily  with  a 
case  of  that  kind.  I  only  wish  to  sec 
that  the  Bill  is  not  pushed  too  far,  and  I 
would  ask  those  who  are  in  favour  of 
whipping  to  carefully  consider  the  amount 
of  feeling  there  is  on  the  subject,  and,  whilst 
trying  an  experiment  under  this  Bill,  to 
do  so  in  such  a  manner  as  will  not  raise 
prejudice  against  it. 

Thb  Marquess  of  SALISBURY :  I 
agree  in  the  general  principle  laid  down 
by  the  noble  Lord,  but  I  doubt  his  minor 
premiss — that  this  feeling  exists  exten- 
sively or  generally.  It  is  largely  a  local 
matter.  So  far  as  my  own  knowledge 
goes  I  think  I  may  say  it  does  not  exist 
to  any  great  extent.  Probably  every 
noble  Lord  could  give  you  a  different 
account  of  it. 

The  Earl  of  MOUNT-EDGCUMBE: 
Referring  to  the  incident  mentioned  by 
Lord  Kunberley,  there  is  one  way  of 
getting  over  the  difl&culty  which  I  have 
seen  adopted,  and  which  I  have  adopted 
myself,  in  the  case  of  a  small  boy  of  ten 
convicted  of  arson.  The  bench  of  magis- 
trates with  which  I  myself  am  connected 
have  adopted  the  course — I  do  not  know 
whether  it  is  in  accordance  with  the  law  or 
not — of  adjoiurning  the  case  until  the  next 
petty  sessions,  informins;  the  parents  that 
if  in  the  meantime  the  ooy  was  punished 
by  them  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
superintendent,  who  was  to  be  present, 
no  further  step  would  be  taken  in  the 
case. 

The  Earl  of  KIMBEULEY  :  That  is 
a  very  good  plan. 

Glauses  1  and  2  agreed  to. 

Clause  3 : — 

Lord  REAY:  I  understand  that  on 
the  occasion  of  the  Second  Beading  of  this 
Bill  the  noble  and  learned  Lord  viewed 
Clause  3  (liability  of  parent  or  guardian 
in  case  of  offence  committed  by  a  child  or 
young  person)  with  some  misgiving.  I 
regard  this  clause  with  the  greatest  satis- 
faction, and  I  wish  to  give  the  noble  Lord 
the  assurance  .that  he  will  receive  the 
hearty  support  of  many  who  know  the 
great  value  of  this  principle  which  is  at 
present  wanting  in  oui*  legislation.     The 
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School  Board  for  London  would  like  to  )  Bills  comprised  in  the  List  reported  by  the 
extend  the  principle  to  those  parents  who  Chairman  of  Ways  and  Means  Jis  intended 
neglect  to  send  their  children  to  school ;  to  originate  in  the  House  of  Ix)ixls,  they 
but  as  I  have  noticed  that  my  noble  and  I  have  certified  that  the  Standing  Orders 
learned  friend  considers  that  the  clause  ,  have  not  been  complied  with  in  the 
as  it  stands  is  sufficiently  stringent,  and  \  following  case,  ^iz. : — 
as  I  do  not  wish  in  any  way  to  imperil 


the  passage  of  the  Bill,  I  shall  not  move 
an  Amendment.  I  would,  however, 
express  the  hope  that  the  noble  and 
learned  Lord  will  resist  any  attempt  to 
weaken  the  clause. 

Clause  3  agreed  to. 

Remaining  clauses  agreed  to. 

Bill  reported  without  amendment ;  and 
re-committed  to  the  Standing  Committee. 


Glasgow  District  Tramways. 

PRIVATE  BILL  PETITIONS  [Ix)rd8] 
(STANDING  ORDEI^  NOT  COMPLIED 
WITH). 

Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon  the  Table 
Report  from  one  of  the  Examiners  of 
Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  That,  in  the 
case  of  the  Petition  for  the  following  Bill, 
originating  in  the  Lords,  the  Standing 
Orders  have  not  been  complied  with, 
viz. : — 

Glasgow  District  Tramways  Bill. 


Ordered,  That  the  Report  be  refeiTed 
to  the  Select  Committee  on  Standing 
Orders. 


CAMPAIGN    IN    SOUTH   AFRICA. 

Return  showing  the  names  of  Members 
of  either  House  of  Parliament  at  present 
seizing,  or  under  orders  to  serve,  Her 

iSffl,"'  ^""""^^  "^Ir^  J'."^^'*^^'!!  '  PRIVATE  BILL  PETITIONS  (STANDING 
which  they  serve,  and  the  dates  at  which    ^    ORDERS  NOT  COMPLIED  WITH). 

they  sailed  or  are  under  orders  to  sail — 


Address  for  {The  Lard  fFindsor,) 


Ur.  Speaker   laid    upon    the   Table 
Report  from  one  of  the  Examiners  of 

TRAW.ER|.    ^RT.P.CATES    SOSPEN.   ^'X'?i^r?.S^:'4"Ml! 

.   -..„  ,         ^,           I  '  '^            ,    -     I  the  Standihg  Orders  have  not  been  com- 
A  Bill  to  enable  courts  to  suspend  the  '    jj^  ^^^j^  ^^  . 

certificates  of  trawlers  convicted  of  illegal  I  ^  >       •• 

trawling   ;  was  presented  by  the  Earl  of  j      London  County  Tramways  (No.  1)  Bill, 

Camperdown :  read  1* ;  and  to  be  printed.  I      _,  ,      ,  mt    .  .v     t>      ^  v.       e        i 
(No  26  )  !      Ordered,  That  the  Report  be  referred 

^      '  ''  '^  i  to  the  Select   Committee    on   Standing 

PUBLIC  LIBRARIES  BILL  [u.L.].  OxiAqts. 

House  to  be  in  Committee  on  Monday 
next. 


Iloibte  adjoaraed  at  twenty  minutes 
past  Five  of  the  clock,  till 
To-niorrow,  half-iKist  Ton  of  the 


HOUSE    OF    COMMONS 

Monday,   V2th  Mardi,   1900. 


PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINES.^. 


PRIVATE     BILLS     lLord«]    (STANDING 
ORDERS  NOT  COMPLIED  WITH). 

Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon  the  Table 
Report  from  the  Examiners  of  Petitions 
for  Private  Bills,  That,  in  respect  of  the 


RUGELEY   GAS   BILL. 

As  a!ncnde<l,  considered  ;    to  1m}  read 
the  thii-d  time. 

LATIMER  ROAD  AND  ACTON  RAILWAY 

BILL. 

LONDON  AND   NORTH-WESTERN 
RAILWAY  BILL. 

LONDON  AND   NORTHWESTERN 
RAILWAY  (WALES)  BILL. 

!SfIDLAND  RAILWAY  BILL. 

NEWRY,  KEADY,  AND  TYNAN  LIGHT 
RAILWAY  BILL. 

Bead  a  second  time,  and  committed. 

WOLVERHAMPTON  GAS  BILL. 
Bead  a  second  time,  and  committed. 
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IIUVLAKE  AND  WKST  KIIUJY  IM- 
PKOVKMENT  BILli  (BY  ORDKR). 

[Second  Readino.] 
Order  for  Second  Heading  read. 

Motion  made  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
time." 

Sir  JOHN  BRUNNER  (Cheshire, 
Northwich) ;  This  is  one  of  a  class  of  Bills 
which  I  may  call  new.  As  the  House  is 
very  well  aware,  for  many  years  past  mo 
have  set  our  faces  against  the  enclosure  of 
commons.  We  have  gone  so  far  as  to  pass 
several  Enclosure  Acts,  which  provide 
that  whenever  there  is  a  proposal  to  en- 
close a  common  there  shall  be  a  local 
inquiry  hold  under  the  guidance  of  the 
Board  of  Agriculture,  and  the  public 
bodies  concerned  in  the  matter  shall  be 
represented  thereat.  But  this  session 
there  are  several  Bills  promoted  by  local 
authorities  for  the  enclosure  of  commons, 
and  I  look  upon  them  as  attempted 
evasions  of  the  law,  because  their  effect 
will  be  to  prevent  any  representation  of 
the  public  at  a  local  inquiry  by  getting 
the  authority  to  enclose  direct  from  Parlia- 
ment itself.  If  this  Bill  had  been  pro- 
moted under  the  guidance  of  the  Board 
of  Aericultiu^e,  the  county  of  Cheshire 
and  the  district  council  of  the  neighbour- 
hood affected  would  have  been  entitled  to 
be  heard,  as  well  as  the  Corporation  of 
Birkenhead.  But  as  the  Bill  now  stands 
that  corporation  is  the  only  authority 
which  has  the  right  to  protect  the  public 
interest  in  this  matter.  Still  I  am  happy 
to  see  that  the  corporation,  M'ith  great 
public  spirit,  is  petitioning  against  the 
Bill.  ^  I  think  it  desirable  to  say  these  few 
words,  because  they  apply  -cfiually  to 
other  Bills  of  a  similar  chanicter,  and  I 
wish  to  beg  the  representative  of  the 
Board  of  Agriculture  to  interfere  to  pro- 
tect the  public  in  all  these  cases  in  which 
it  is  sought  to  give  the  go  by  to  the  En- 
closure Acts.  But  I  am  very  glad  to  tell 
the  House  in  regard  to  this  |)articular  Bill 
that  the  commoners  concerned,  at  a  meet- 
ing on  Friday  night  last,  passeda  resolution 
withdrawing  their  opposition  to  the 
enclosure  of  the  land  providing  that  a 
certain  portion  was  set  apart  as  a  recrea- 
tion ground,  and  I  may  adi  that  the 
district  council  have  accepted  that  con- 
dition, so  that,  all  parties  being  agreed, 
and  the  public  interest  being  protected, 


^  it  will  not  be  nocessarv  for  me  to  <io 
more  than  to  formally  move  my  Amend* 
ment,  and  I  only  do  that  in  order  that  we 
may  have  from  my  hon.  friend  the  Mem* 
ber  for  the  Wirral  Division  of  Cheshire 
his  declaration,  on  behalf  of  the  com* 
moners  and  district  council,  that  a  satis- 
factory arrangement  has  been  arrived  at. 

♦Mr.  MACDONA  (Rotherhithe) :  I 
suppose  I  am  in  order  in  seconding  this 
Amendment,  although  I  do  not  see,  in 
view  of  the  attitude  of  the  proposer, 
that  it  will  carry  much  force  with  it. 
But  inasmuch  as  I  have  on  the  Paper  an 
Amendment  of  an  exactly  similar  charac- 
ter, I  wish  to  take  this  opportunity  of 
explaining  that  I  oppose  the  Bill  because 
I  look  upon  it  as  an  infringement  of  the 
rights  of  the  public.  It  deals  with  otio 
of  the  most  l)eautifu]  commons  in  that 
part  of  Cheshire.  From  time  to  time  the 
rights  of  the  public  have  been  seriously 
encroached  upon,  by  commons  in  this 
district  being  enclosed.  I  think  I  have 
some  right  to  speak  in  this  matter,  because 
I  have  resided  in  the  neighbourhood  for 
thirty  years.  West  Kirby  is  one  of  the 
most  beautiful  health-giving  resorts  in 
the  whole  of  Cheshire,  if  not  in  the 
whole  of  England;  but  what  Grod  has 
made  beautiful  man  has  made  vile,  for  the 
sewage  of  the  whole  of  that  district 
comes  right  on  to  the  sands  in  the  front  of 
this  beautiful  watering-place,  and  instead 
of  people  and  children  being  able  to  bathe 
and  enjoy  themselves,  the  water  springing 
back  from  the  sands,  from  the  mouth  of  this 
cesspool  of  sewage,  is  so  foul  and  the  stinks 
from  it  are  so  abominable  that  bathing  has 
had  to  be  given  up  altogether.  I  would 
call  this  Bill  a  death-trap,  rather  than  an 
improvement  measure.  For  many  years 
people  have  been  in  the  habit  of  going 
doNVTi  to  those  sands  to  gather  cockles, 
which  are  sold  in  Birkcnheail,  Liver- 
pool, and  adjoining  towns.  Is  it  not 
clear  that,  in  consequence  of  the  sewage 
being  brought  down  to  these  cockle  beds, 
the  germs  of  disease  and  death  will  be 
aistnbuted  all  over  the  district,  and 
many  thousands  of  people  may  be  made 
ill,  and  many  of  them  die  from  poison  I 
For  these  reasons  I  say  the  Bill  is  a  disas- 
trous one  for  the  district,  cand  likely  to  be 
productive  of  misery  to  great  numbers  of 
people  who  have  been  in  the  habit  of 
visiting  the  place  for  recreation,  because  of 
its  limited  scope  in  not  taking  powers  to 
deal  with  this  sewage  doath-tnip*    Had 
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Bome  such  scheme  as  Scones',  which  works 
so  well  at  Warrington  and  Eastboilmc, 
Heen  adopted  hero  this  IdVcjlyj  Itfe-giving 
health  iH)sort  would  fot*  itiUny  years  yet 
to  come  provo  a  l)ertefit  td  thousands 
of  people.  I  therefore  oppose  the  Second 
Reading. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"To  leave  out  the  word  *now,'  and  at  the 
end  of  the  Question  to  add  the  words  '  upon 
this  day  six  months.' " — {Sir  John  Brunncr,) 

Question  proposed,    "That  the  word 
•  now  *  stand  part  of  the  Question." 

♦CoLOXEL  R  T.  D.  COTTON-JODRELL 
(Cheshire,  Wirral) :  I  rise  to  express  the 
hope  that  the  House  will  not  agree  to  the 
Amendment  of  the  hon.  Baronet,  and  I  do 
so  with  the  more  confidence  because  I 
understand  he  does  not  intend  to  press  it. 
The  only  opposition  that  we  have  really 
to  encounter  is  that  of  the  hon.  Member 
for  Rothorhithe,  who,  although  he  claims 
to  be  a  resident  in  the  district,  lives  three 
miles  from  it,  and  on  an  altogether  dif- 
ferent estnary.  He  cannot,  therefore, 
possibly  be  affected  by  any  of  those 
dreadful  dangers  which  he  foreshadowed 
in  connection  with  the  sewage  question. 
I  may  go  further  and  say  that  proposals 
are  under  consideration  for  dealing  with 
the  sewage  question,  and  if  only  land  is 
available,which  is  adapted  for  the  purpose, 
a  scheme  will  be  promoted  which  will  no 
doubt  successfully  deal  with  it.  As  to 
the  present  proposal  constituting  a 
death-trap,  I  do  not  think  there  is 
any  more  foundation  for  that  argument 
than  there  is  for  the  one  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber advanced  in  regard  to  the  sewage 
question,  because  the  strip  of  land  pro- 
posed to  be  enclosed  is  so  small  in  extent 
that  its  enclosure  cannot  shut  out  JUiy 
appreciable  amount  of  sea  air.  It  is,  I 
l>elieve,  the  intention  of  the  urban  council 
to  adopt,  as  far  as  possible,  the  sugges- 
tions which  Jiave  been  made  for  laying 
out  a  recreation  ground,  but,  speaking 
from  personal  obsor\'ation,  I  must  siiy 
that  there  is  not  sufficient  land  to  be 
made  into  a  public  cricket  ground,  and 
that,  at  the  best,  it  will  only  be  suitable 
for  boys  to  play  cricket  and  football  upon. 
I  can  assure  my  hon.  friend  that  the 
council  has  agreed  to  settle  terms  with 
the  Commons  Preservation  Committee, 
and  that  they  are  willing  to  give  an 
imdertaking  that  no  technical  objection 


shall  be  raised  to  the  appearance  of  that 
committee  should  it  wish  to  oppose  this 
Bill.  I  may  also  state  that  the  six  repre- 
sentatives of  the  district  referred  to 
by  the  hon.  Member  for  Rothcrhithe 
on  the  urban  council  were  unanimously 
agreed  not  to  offer  any  objection  to 
the  Bill.  I  do  not  think  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber shoidd  object  to  the  Second  Reading 
of  a  Bill  the  object  of  which  is  to  secure 
a  distinct  public  improvement.  Let  him 
rather  raise  his  objection  before  the  Com- 
mittee. This  scheme  constitutes  a  con- 
necting link  between  two  undertakings 
of  a  similar  kind  already  completed,  and 
will  make  a  very  long  and  desirable 
promenade  road ;  it  will  also  be  the 
means  of  saving  what  I  may  call  derelict 
land  from  the  sea,  for  much  has  already 
been  washed  away,  and  if  this  Bill  is 
thrown  out  I  fear  there  is  no  doubt  that 
in  a  few  yeare  there  will  be  no  common 
left  at  all.  Under  these  circumstances  I 
have  no  hesitation  in  recommending  the 
House  to  consent  to  the  Second  Reading 


of  this  Bill. 

Srn  JOHNBRUNNER:  I  do  not  think 
I  need  apologise  for  having  brought  this 
matter  before  the  House,  beqiuse  when 
such  a  scheme  is  promoted  in  Parliament 
this  is  the  only  opportunity  on  which  an 
appeal  can  be  made  foi*  the  protection  of 
the  public  interest.  After  the  very  satis- 
factory explanation  of  my  hon.  and 
gallant  friend,  I  beg  to  ask  leave  to  with- 
draw my  Amendment. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Main  Question  put,  and  agrceil  to. 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  com- 
mitted. 

S01:TII-KASTI:UN   MKTUOroiJTAN 
TRAMWAYS  BILL  (BY  01il>EIi). 

Read  a  second  time,  and  committed. 

Mr,  lough  (Islington,  W.):  I  do 
not  think  I  need  detain  the  House  with 
any  observations  in  moving  my  Instruc- 
tion. The  object  of  the  Bill,  which  affects 
thetramways  in  South  London,  is  to  intro- 
duce a  cheaper  form  of  traction,  and  I 
think  the  House  will  agree  with  me  it  is 
desirable  that  advantage  should  be  taken 
of  the  opportunity  to  try  and  get  im- 
proved facilities  for  cheap  travelling  by 
the  working  classes.    I  understand  that 
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the  promoters  of  the  Bill  take  no  objection 
to  the  Instruction,  and  I  trust  that  the 
House  will  assent  to  it.     I  beg  to  move. 

Motion  made,  and  Question,  "That 
it  be  an  Instruction  to  the  Committee 
to  consider  whether  it  is  desirable  to 
insert  a  clause  in  the  Bill  aniending  the 
provisions  for  cheap  fares  for  the  labour- 
ing classes  in  the  company's  original  Act 
by  the  insertion  of  penalties  to  secure  the 
object  of  the  provisions  in  respect  of  the 
number  of  cars  to  be  run,  the  hours  at 
which  the  cars  shall  run,  and  the 
maximum  and  minimum  fares  charged." 
— (Mr.  Longh) — 

put,  and  agreed  to. 

PLYMOUTH,    STONEHOUSE.   AND 
DEVONPORT  TRAMWAYS. 

Petition,  and  Bill  ordered  to  be  brought 
in  by  Mr.  Asquith  and  Mr.  Kimber. 

LONDON  COUNTY  TRAMWAYS  (No.  1). 

Petition  for  Bill ;  referred  to  the  Select 
Committee  on  Standing  Orders. 

petitions: 


INEBRIATES  ACTS. 

Petition  from  Hulme,  for  alteration  of 
Law ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

LIQUOR  TRAFFIC  LOCAL  VETO  BILL. 

Petition  from  Streatham  Hill,  in 
favour ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

LOCAL    AUTHORITIES    OFFICERS' 
SUPERANNUATION  BILL. 

Petitions  in  favour,  from  Wirral ;  and 
Bcthes<la ;  to  lie  w^m  the  Table. 

SALE  OF  INTOXICATING  LIQUORS 
ON  SUNDAY  BILL. 

Petitions  in  favour,  from  Bedwellty 
(two);  Reading;  Tredegar;  Nantyglo; 
iSlaina ;  and  Berkshire ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

SALE  OF  INTOXICATING  LIQUORS 
TO  CHILDREN  BILL. 

Petition  from  North wich,  in  favour  ;  to 
He  upon  the  Table. 

SUNDAY  CLOSING  (MONMOUTHSHIRE) 

BILL. 

Petition  in  favour,  from  West 
Hartlepool  (two);  Abertillery  (three); 
Aberbeag  (three) ;  London  (two) ;  Varteg 
Hill  (four)  ;  Northwich  ;  Varteg ;  Man- 
chester; Southampton;  Tredegar;  Guis- 

J/f  .  Lough 


borough  ;  Hartlepool ;  Garndiffaith  (two)  ; 
Reading  ;  Llanhilleth  ;  Bedwellty  ; 
Snienton ;  Nottingham  ;  Abergavenny  ; 
Berkshire;  Coventry  (three) ;  and  Beau- 
fort ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

VACCINATION  ACTS. 

Petition  from  East  Alseford,  for  altera- 
tion of  Law ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 


GOVERNMENT  CONTRACTS. 

Return  presented,  relative  thereto 
[Address  27th  February;  Mr.  Howell] ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

AFRICA  (No.  1,  1900). 

Copy  presented,  of  Correspondence 
respecting  the  action  of  Her  Majesty's 
Naval  Authorities  with  regard  to  certain 
Foreign  Vessels  [by  Command];  to  be 
upon  the  Table. 

"SPRINGBOK"    AND     "PETERHOFF*' 
(SEIZURE)  (MISCELLANEOUS,  No.  1. 

1900). 

Copy  presented,  of  Correspondence 
respecting  the  seizure  of  the  British 
vessels  "  bpringbok  "  and  "  Peterhoff  "  by 
United  States  Cruisers  in  1863  [by 
Command] ;  to  lie  u|K)n  the  Table. 

TRADE  REPORTS  (ANNUAL  SERIES). 

Copy  presented,  of  Diplomatic  and  Con- 
sular Reports,  Annual  Series,  No.  2388 
[by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

PAPER  LAID  UPON  THE  TARLE  RV 
THE  CLERK  OF  THE  HOUSE. 

Liquiry  into  Charitias  (County  of 
Montgomery). — Return  relative  thereto 
[oi'dered  llth  February  ;  Mr.  Grant 
Uiwson] ;  to  be  printed.     [No.  93.] 
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QUESTIONS. 

SOUTH   AFRICAN   WAR—OVERTURES 
BY  THE  REPUBLICS  FOR  PEACE. 

Mr.  H.  S.  foster  (Suffolk,  Lowes- 
toft) :  I  wish  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury  a  question  of  which  I  gave  him 
private  notice — namely,  whether  he  is 
able  consistently  with  the  public  interest 
to  state  to  the  House  the  essential  con- 
ditions upon  which  Her  Majesty's 
Government  will    alone    entertain    any 
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peace  proposal  in   connection  with  the 
present  war  in  South  Africa. 


Qufisfiom,  Mo 

BUTCH    Bl  SPECTO. 

Dii.  TANNER  (Cork  County,  Mid) :  I 
beg  to  asik  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 


The  FIEST   LORD  of  the  TREA-  !  Colonies  how  many  dape  Colonists    of 


SURY  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Manchester,  I  Dutch  extraction  being  English  subjects 
E.) :  Papers  on  this  subject  \nll  very  ^^ere  arrested,  and  are  lying  in  the  gaol^ 
shortly  be  laid  before  the  House.  of  Cape  Colony  and  Natal,  against  whom 

'  no  charge  has  l)oen  made,  and  who  are 

^r      TAiTrzTt^T    /JT'  ^     ^A     t>      u  \    '  leuied  the  right  of  communicating  >vith 
Mr.   DALZIEL  (Kirkcaldy  Burghs)    ,  ^^^^  i      j  ^^^^^ 

May  I  ask  the    right  hon.   Gentleman  |  ° 

whether  there  is  any  foundation  for  the  ^j,^  j  CHAMBERLAIN:  Sir  Alfred 
reix)rt  that  President  kruger  has  a<l-  ^jj,,^^^  j^^^^^.^^^  ^^^  ^^^^  ,^^  j^^^^  ^^^, 
dressed  any  communication  to  the  Govern- ,  ^^.^^^^j  ^^.^^^  ^j^^  ^^jU^  authorities  that 
ment  suggesting  terms  of  peace  i 

Mr.    a.    J.    BALFOUR  :    I 
already  stated  that  Papers  will  be  laid 
on  the  Table  very  shortly. 


MAUTIAL  LAW  IN  CAPE  COLONY. 

Mr.  HUMPHREYS  OWEN  (Mont- 
gomeryshire) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Colonies  if  he  will  state 
ill  which  districts  of  Cape  Colony  martial 
law  has  been  proclaimed  ;  and  whether  any 
reconl  is  kept  of  proceedings  taken 
against  persons  or  property  under  powers 
purporting  to  have  been  given  by  such 
proclamation. 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for 
THE  COLONIES  (Mr.  J.  Chamberlain, 
Birmingham,  W.) :  Martial  law  has  been 
proclaimed  in  the  following  districts  of 


all  persons  arrested  are  duly  charged  and 
,  their  cases  investigated  as  soon  as 
have  possible,  that  the  right  of  communicating 
with  their  legal  advisers  is  not  denied  to 
any  British  subjects,  and  that  every 
facility  is  given  for  their  defence.  The 
Governor  of  Natal  informs  me  that  in 
that  colony  eight  colonists  of  Dutch  ox- 
traction  have  ))een  arrested  under  martial 
law  and  are  now  in  gaol.  Charges  are 
pending  against  all  of  these  except  one, 
against  whom  no  specific  charge  has  yet 
been  formulated.  None  have  been  denied 
the  right  of  communication  with  legal 
ad\Hsers ;  on  the  contrary,  full  facilities 
have  been  given  to  such  as  desired  it. 


rules  of  the  war— alleged  hoeu 
malpka(ticf:s  —  treatment  of 

COLONIAL  prisoners. 

Mr.   LAWRENCE  (Liverpool,   Aber- 
cromby) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secre- 


the  Cape  Colony :— On  October  16th,  tary  of  State  for  War  whether  there  is 
1899,  in  Mafeking,  Vryburg,  Taung,  any  official  information  to  the  effect  that 
Barkly  West,  Kimberley,  and  Herbert ;  the  Boers  during  the  siege  of  Ladysmith 
on  3rd  November,  1899,  at  the  military  or  elsewhere  attempted  to  contaminate 
stations  at  Orange  River  Railway  Bndge  the  water  supply  bv  deleterious  matter  ; 
and  at  De  Aar;  on  15th  November,  1899,  ,  whether  our  South  African  troopers  taken 
in  Molteno,Colesberff,Steyn8burg,  Albert,  '  prisoners  of  war  are  worse  treated  than 
Aliwal   North,  Wodehouse,   Glen  Grey, '  those    of    the    rest    of  th 


Queenstown,  and  Cathcart  ;  on 
November,  1899,  in  Hay ;  on 
January,  in  Philipstown  and  Hopetown  ; 
on  5th  March,  in  Prieska,  Kenhardt, 
Britstown,  and  Barkly  East.  In  reply  to 
the  last  paragraph,  I  have  to  say  that  the 
military  officers  have  been  instructed  to 
furnish  a  record  of  any  such  proceedings 
as  are  referred  to. 

Mr.  HUMPHREYS-OWEN  :  Has  the 
proclamation  been  withdrawn  in  any 
district  yet  1 


the   army;   and 
16th    whether,  if  so,  the  Government  are  doing 
15th    anything  and  what  to  ensure  their  proper 
treatment  as  prisoners  of  war. 


The  financial  SECRETARY  to 
THE  WAR  OFFICE  (Mr.  J.  Powell- 
WiLUAMS,  Birmingham,  S.)  (for  Mr. 
Wyndham):  The  report  referred  to  in 
the  first  paragraph  has  reached  us  from 
official  sources,  but  no  proof  of  its  correct- 
ness has  been  received.  As  regards  the 
second  paragraph  there  is  some  evidence 
to  show  that  our  South  African  troopers 
taken  prisoners  of  war  are  worse  treated 
Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN  ;  Not  that  I  than  those  of  the  rest  of  the  army.  Wo 
am  aware  of.  arc  endeavouring  to  ascertain   whether 
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these  statements  are  accurate,  with  a  view 
to  further  action,  if  necessary. 

TROOPS    FROM   AUSTRALASIA. 

Sir  J.  FERGUSSON  (Manchester, 
N.K) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Colonies  if  ho  will  state  the 
number  of  mounted  men  sent  or  about  to 
be  sent  from  Australia  and  New  Zealand 


the  War  Office  to  a  similar  question  on 
Thursday  last.*  The  force  will  be  paid  at 
ordinary  Imperial  rates  with,  in  certain 
circumstances,  special  local  allowances 
which  will  make  their  pay  up  to  58.  per 
day.  The  foixe  will  be  employed  in  any 
part  of  South  Africa  which  the  Com- 
mander-in-Chief may  consider  desira}>le  in 


connection  with  the  present  war.     This 
.  c,     ^%     Lc  '  r  •        .    answer  applies  also  to  the  question  of  the 

for  service  m  South  Africa,  specifying  at ,  ^on.  Member  for  East  Aberdeenshire, 
whose  cost  they  have  been  or  will  ije  sent, 


and  giving    particulars    with    reference 
thereto. 

M«.  J.  rOWELI^WILLIAMS  (for 
Mr.  Wynduam)  :  The  Australian  colo- 
nies and  New  Zeivland  have  sent  about 
4,000  men  at  their  own  cost.  More  will 
be  provided  at  the  charge  of  the  Imperial 
(jiovcrnnient. 


Mu.  WILLIAM  REDMOND  :  Will 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  iinlicato  the 
circumstances  which  would  raise  the  pav 
to  fw.? 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN  :  Climate 
would  be  one. 


Siu  J.  FERGUSSON  :  The  hon.  Cien- 


Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND  ;  Would 

not   the   circumsttuiccs    of    climate    ;ds(> 

.,  ,  .  ,  i.-        T    apply  to   the   British  and  Irish  soldiers, 

tleman  has  not  answered  my  question.   1    J-K  ;^„.  ^  .i    .^  ^„„  .^  -^  ^„  ^^^  <.  • 

^•1  ^1  ir  -lj    a"ci  raise  tneir  pay  to  os.  per  man  f 

want  to  know  the  number  of  mounted  i  '^^  ^ 

men  about  to  be  sent  from  Australia  and 


New  Zealand  respective! \'. 

Mr.  J.   POWELL-WILLIAMS :    The 

Secretary  of  State  does  not  consider  it      ,        i  ^cji-uir-     o 

,    .    .i*\       .      s    ^x        1*1  *u-     ployed  except  in  South  Africa  ? 

desirable  to  give  further  details  on  this    '     "  * 


[No  answer  was  given.} 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  :  Arc  we  to  under- 
stand  that   this   contingent   can   l»c  em- 


point. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND  (Clare, 
E.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Colonies  whether  he  has  tele- 


Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN :  It  is  only 
engaged  for  service  in  South  Africa. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMONT):    Is   it 
not  a  fact  that  the  cii*cumstance  of  cli- 


eraphed  to  Australia  that  the  new  Aus-  i^/r*^i.A.i-x  ^ 

tralian  force  would   receive  pay  to  the    f^^te  affects  t^e  Australian  troops  much 

extent  of  Is.  2d.  per  day  while  serving  in  '  ^^^^  ^^^"  ^*^^  ^"^^^^  ^'^^P^  ^ 

Cape  Colony  and  Natal,  and  5s  per  day  |      rs;^  ^„,^,^^  ^.^  ^,.g„  j 

while  serving  elsewhere ;  and  whether  he  ,      •■  o         j 

can  state  where  besides  Natal  and  Cape  ;      Mr.   WILLIAM    REDMOND  :    You 

Colony  it  is  intended  to  use  these  troops,    give  them  5s.  a  day,  and  Tommy  Atkins 

MR.BUCHANAN  (Aberdeenshire,  E.) :  ^"'>'  ^^'  ^''^  ^  '^^"^*"  ' 
I])eg  at  the  same  time  to  ask  the  Secre- ;  Mr.  HEDDERWICK  (Wick  Burghs): 
tary  of  State  for  the  Colonies  whether  he  i  w  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  Stat4> 
has  telegraphed  to  the  Australian  Premiers  for  War  whether  he  can  conveniently 
stating  that  the  new  Australian  con- 1  gtate  the  number  of  men  furnished  by 
tingent  will  receive  Is.  2d.  a  day  while  each  of  the  colonies,  respectively,  to  our 
serving  in  Cape  Colony  and  Natal,  and  forces  in  the  Transvaal. 
5s.  a  day  while  8er\ang  elsewhere ;  and, 

if  so,  in  what  other  country  besides  Cape  Mr.  J.  POWELL- WILLIAMS  (for 
Colony  and  Natal,  or  in  what  military  Mr.  Wyndham)  :  The  numbers  are 
operations  other  than  those  of  the  present  approximately  as  follows  : — Cape  Colony, 
war,  it  is  intended  to  employ  these  forces.  !  15,000  ;   Natal,  7,000  ;    Canada,    2,820 ; 

I  Ceylon,  130;  New  South  Wales,  1,800; 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN:  In  answer    Queensland,  810  ;  South  Australia,  340; 


to  the  first  part  of  the  cpiestion,  I  would 
refer  the  hon.  Member  to  the  answer 
given    by    the    Financial    Secretary    to ' 


West     Australia,     230 ;    Victoria,    500 ; 
Tiismania,    180;      New    Zealand,    730; 

*  S«e  p.  372  of  this  Veluiue. 
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India,  250— total,  29,790.  Further  con- 
tingents are  being  raised  in  Australia  and 
New  Zealand. 

FRENCH  MEDICAL  AID  POR  BRITISH 

WOUNDED. 

Mr.  HAZELL  (Leicester) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  whether  he  is  aware  that  the  French 
Society  for  affording  Aid  to  the  Wounded 
has  sent  from  Paris  forty-five  cases  of  in- 
struments, medicaments,  and  other  useful 
articles  for  the  use  of  our  hospitals  in  the 
front  in  South  Africa  ;  and,  if  so,  whether 
Bomo  public  recognition  will  be  accoitled 
to  the  society  for  its  gifts. 

Mr,  J.  POWELL-WILLIAMS  (for 
Mr.  Wyxdham)  :  Yes,  Sir  ;  Lord  Wan- 
tage, the  chairman  of  the  Central  British 
Uod  Cross  Committee,  ucceptcd  the  offer 
ill  fitting  terms,  ami  notified  the  gift  to 
the  public  press  at  the  time. 


KIMBERLEY  MINES. 

Mr.  flower  (Bradford,  W.) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies  whether,  in  view  of  the  distress 
prevailing  among  the  mining  employees 
of  the  various  companies  in  and  around 
Kimberley,  he  will  instruct  the  Govern- 
ment representatives  at  the  South  African 
ports,  more  particularly  Port  Elizabeth, 
to  give  all  possible  facilities  for  the 
prompt  forwarding  by  rail  to  Kimberley 
of  any  parts  of  mining  machinery, 
necessary  to  replace  the  damage  which 
lias  been  occasioned  during  tl^o  Boer  '  South  Africa, 
invasion,  in  order  that  mining  operations 
may  he  restarted  at  the  earliest  possible 
moment. 


will  give  the  explanation  in  his  statement 
on  the  Estimates. 

AMBULANCE  WAGONS. 
Mr.  HEDDERWICK  :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
if  his  attention  has  been  called  to  the 
statement  that  the  ambulance  wagons 
attached  to  our  forces  in  the  field  are  in 
many  respects  inferior  to  those  of  the 
Boers,  and  whether  the  British  ambulance 
wagons  are  without  springs  and,  in  con- 
sequence, are  liable  to  jolt  considerably, 
ai'c  so  heavy  in  their  build  as  to  re- 
quire ten  umles  to  draw  one  wagon, 
and  are  so  construct'Cd  as  to  provide 
acconmuMlation  for  only  two  wounded 
men  in  a  recumlwjnt  position  in  each 
wagon,  as  against  eight  in  the  case  of 
I  the  Boer  wagon  ;  and,  if  so,  whether  he 
will  consider  the  j)ropriety  of  taking 
steps  to  secure  in  future  an  ambulance 
wagon  of  a  design  better  adapted  for  the  re- 
quirements of  the  field,  and  less  likely  tojin- 
flict  uimecessary  pain  upon  wounded  men. 


Mr.  J.  POWELL  -  WILLIAMS  (for 
Mr.  Wyndifam)  :  The  British  ambulance 
wagon  has  excellent  springs,  and  in  the 
Long  Valley  at  Aldershot  can  be  drawn  by 
a  i>air  of  horses.  It  accommodates  either 
two  men  on  stretchers  and  four  seated,  or 
twelve  seated.  It  contrasts  favourably 
with  the  ambulance  wagon  of  any 
European  nation.  Nothing  is  known  of 
the  construction  of  the  Boer  wagons.  No 
complaints  of  the  British  wagon  have 
been  received   at   the   War  Office  from 
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Mr.    ARNOLD  -  FOUSTER    (Belfast, 

Mr.   J.    CHAMBERLAIN:    Such   i^. ;  ^y)  •  J  »>eg  to  a^k  the  Under  Secretary  of 

Btructions  cannot  be  given,  as  the  military  '  ^^ate  for    W  ar  whether,  m  the  event  of 

authorities  must  have  the  full  use  of  the    ^*^^    Queen    sanctionmg  the    raismg  of 


railways. 

ARMV  ESTIMATKS-VOTE  FOR  SOUTH 
AKKM'AN  LOCAL  FOKCES. 

*SiR  CHARLES  DILKE  (Gloucester- 
shire, Fprest  of  Dean) :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War  whether 
he  will  fully  explain  in  his  statement  on  the 
Estimates  the  item.  Vote  1,  F.  (a),  of 
X3,000,000  for  pay  of  South  African  local 
forces,  or  will  give  the  details  by  a  Return 
or  in  reply  to  a  question. 

Mr.    J.    POWELL-WILLIAMS :  My 


a  regiment  of  Iiish  Guards,  the  Secretary 
of  State  will  consider  the  advisability  of 
forming  such  regiment,  in  the  first  case, 
from  soldiers  selected  from  the  Irish 
battalions  now  serving  in  the  field. 

Mu.  J.  POWELL  -  WILLIAMS  (for 
Mr.  Wyndhaai):  In  answer  to  the  hon. 
Member,  I  have  to  say  that  the  mode  of 
raising  the  regiment  has  not  yet  been 
determined. 

BEVERAGES   FOR  TEMPERANCE 
SOLDIERS. 

Mr.   WEIR  (Ross  and  Cromarty) :  I 


hon.  friend  the  Under  Secretary  of  State   beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
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for  War  whether  he  is  aware  that  amongst '  has  been  in  barracks  for  upwards  of  five 
the  troops  in  South  Africa  there  are  many  weeks  ;  and  if  he  will  state  when,  inas- 
temperance  men  ;  and  in  view  of  the  fact  much  as  it  is  fully  equipped,  it  will 
that  after    exceptional    exposure  to  the    embark. 

weather  rum  is  the  only  beverage  offered  j      , ,     »  pnwFT  t  wtt  t  t  a  mq  /#^w.  \r^ 
to  the  troops,  wUl  armngements  be  made  '  .J^;,^:^^^^^ 

80  that  some  non-intoxiclnt  beverage  may    ^\^^i>HAM)  :   Infornmtion  wbb   only  re- 

on    such     occasions    be     available     for   ceived  on  tte  26th  lUtimo  that  the  com- 

hit  ^^  P*"^  ^^  ready  to  embark.     Companies 

aostainers.  ^^^^^  ^^^^  detailed  to  ships  in  strict  order 

Mr.  J.  POWEIjL-WILLIAMS  (for  Mr.  according    to    notification    of   readiness. 

Wvndiiam)  :  The  Secretary  of  State  has  This    company     will     embark    on     the 

no  doubt  that  Lord  Kobcrts  makes  every  "Tagus"  al)out   the  16th   instant   from 

arrangement  possible  for  the  tcmperanre  Southampton. 

men  amongst  the  troops. 

VICTORIA  CKOSS  REGULATIONS. 

VOLUNTEERS-REJECTED    APPLI-  Mr.   ALLHUSEN  (Salisbury):  I  l^e^r 

CANTS  FOR  ACTIVE  SERVICE.  ^o  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 

Mr.  weir  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  War  whether  he  can  state  the  principles 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  if  he  will  state  which  govern  the  recommendation  of  a 
the  number  of  Volunteers  who  submitted  I  soldier  for  the  Victoria  Cross ;  and 
themselves  U)  medical  examination  prior  whether  the  fact  that  an  act  of  gallantry 
to  servnce  in  Soutli  Africa,  and  the  has  been  [H^i-formetl  by  a  soldier  in  pur- 
number  rejected  owing  to  pliysical  dis-  suancc  of  oitlcrs  and  not  on  his  own 
abilities.  initiati\  e  precludes  a  genenil  fvimi  recum- 

Mr.  J.  POWELL-WILLIAMS  (for  Mr.  '  "^^"^"'^^  ^'"^  ^^^'  ^^^*«  dccomtion. 
WvNDHAM) :  No  Returns  are  available.    -       Mr.  J.  POWELL-WILLIAMS  (for  Mr. 

Wvndham):    The  qualification    for  the 

IMPERIAL     YEOMANRY  —  EMRARKA- 1  Victoria  Cross  is  defined  by  Royal  War- 

TION    STATISTICS— NONPROVISION  rant    to  be— "Conspicuous    bravery    or 

OF  HORSES.  devotion  to  the  country  in  the  presence 

Mr.  STRACHEY  (Somersetshire,  S) :  I  of  the  enemy."    There  is  nothing  in  this 

beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  to  preclude  the  Cross  being  given  for  an 

for  War  whether  he  can  state  the  number  act  done   in   pursuance  of  orders.     The 

of  companies  of  Imperial  Y'eomanry  that  recommendation  must,    however,    come 

have  been  formed,  the  names  of  the  regi-  from  the  officer  in  command,  who  must 

ments  and   of  the  counties  from  which  judge  whether  the  act  is  such  as,  in  his 

each  company  has  been  raised,  the  number  opinion,  to  merit  the  Cross. 

that  have  embarked  with  horses,  and  the 

number  that  have  left  either  wholly  or        MILITIA    OFFICERS    ON    ACTIVE 
partially   without   horses,  together  with  SERVICE, 

the    names  of    their     companies ;     and        Mr,  BARNES  (Kent,  Faversham) :  I 

whether  this   departure   without   horses  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 

was  with  the  knowledge  and  sanction  of  for  War  whether  it  is  intended  to  make 

the  War  Office.  supernumerary  all   Militia  officers   who 

T^rxAiTT^TT    AVTTTTATvrci    /r  ^^^'^  ^^^^  taKcn  awayfrom  their  regi- 

Mn.    J.    PO\\ELL-A\ILLIAMb   (for  j„^„^g  ^y,^  ^^^^^    appointments    in,   or 

Mr.  Wyndham)  :    I   shall  be  happy  to  g^^^.   ^^  ^^^^y  ^  ^^^^y^  Africa,  and   to 

show  the  names  and  figures  to  the  hon.  ^jj      ^^^     vacancies     caused      by     that 

Member,  but  they  are  too  long  to  give  seconding, 
in  reply  to  a  question.     The  reply  to  the 

second  paragraph  is  in  the  affirmative.  Mr.   J.    POWELL  -  WILLIAMS  (for 

Mr.  Wyndham)  :  Y'es,  Sir. 

VOLUNTEERS-LANCASHIRE 

FUSILIERS.  I  TRANSPORT— IMPERIAL  YEOMANRY— 

MU.  LEES  KNOWLI^:S  (Salford,  W.)  :  ;     EMRARKATION  OF  62nd  COMPANY. 
I  beg  to  ask  the   Under  Secretary   of'      Mr.    H.     S.     FOSTER:     I    beg    to 
State  for  War  if  he  is  aware  that  the    ask     the     Under    Secretary    of     State 
service  company  of  the  three  Volunteer  \  for    War    if    he   is    now   able    to    state 
battalions- of  the  J^ncashirc  ^Vilunteers    that    the   necessary    transport    arrange- 

I 
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ments  have  been  made  for  the  52nfl  been  called  by  contractors  for  the  supply 
Company  of  Imperial  Yeomanry,  and  if  of  various  stores  to  the  applications  re- 
he  can  state  when  they  will  embark  for  ceived  by  them  from  persons  employed  in 
the  front.  the  Roval  Ordnance  Factories  and  in  the 
\r.  T  Ti#-k^i-nT  T  ^i-TTTTAHfo  /£  Inspcctiou  aud  supply  depots  for  dona- 
Mr  J.  POAVLLL-A\JLLIAMS  (for  tio^s  and  subscriptions  to  clubs  and  other 
Mr.  Wyndham)  :  The  o2nd  Company  ^^^^3  ^^^^^^^  ^^^  ^^^^^  ^^  ^j^^  ^.^.^^^^ 
wnl.    embark   in   the       Tagus      on   tlie  ^j  ^^^^  j^^^^^  ^^^  ^j^^^,,^^   ^^^.^  ^^^ 

16th  instant  at  Southampton.  ^^j^rted  by  contractors  to  the  authori- 

\iTTr<'i.'i>     i>i>iTiuii     T.i-nr<ii\ci'     np    t'^'' ^  what  inquiries  have  been  made  at 

iA  NS  AND  SADDLKS  IN  llollKMIA.       >>  oolwich,  Birminghjun,  Enfield,  Chatham, 

fv,.     T-wvi?!*       f    1     ,   i.       1.    4\.^  and  Weedon  as  to  these  ort^anisat  ions,  and 
i>U.     iAiSiNhK:     i     he*'   to   <*isk    the         .     ,,  '  .     e^        r      i  i 

T"    1 ..    c      ^*  c   <^^  ^     {        r/.  ^; ,.  ^s  to  the  manaorement  of  these  funds  am 

L  luler   Secretarr  of   State   for    lorei^^n  ,  ,  i      v^.     ^         .u     ci        .  e 

%.  a-  •         u  <.u     "      r>   X-  u        li.  chins;  and  what  stops  the  Secretarv  of 

Artau-s  whether  a  British   military  com-  ^.   ,     .      ^i-       u      ^  i  •  i 

...;.,:       .       «     *  *  1-1    *  D-i«  .  State  tor  War   has  taken,   or  is  preparei 

mission  was  sent  to  aini  arrived  at  rilsen,  ,     ^  i      •  ^  ^  .r-         *         .    i 

1,^1^     .     I     .    ,v         ^         .      .  ,„^i    ^'  to  take,  in  respect  tr»anvom(erconneete<l 
111  JJohemiJi,  last   Deeenil>er,   to  purchase        .^,      ;,        ,  ^   .  *^      •     x-  i 

....«  <•..«>!  ci     I  '     .    1  1   .-f  ^^'^h     the     buyin<(,    examination,     ami 

>'iin8  from  Messrs.  Skoda  s  works,  and   ii         •  i  .         r  i^     r      .i.      a  i. 

^       •  11  1  1  1  u     r  weighniff  of  supphes  for  the  Army  who 

incnnrv  will  be  made  as  reii:ards  results  of  .     ^       i  j.    \    ^^  j  •  i.    "^    i- 

11  „  ;i  ^-    •  u  4.U  1    r    ^  's  proved  to  l)e  concerned  m  such  apphca- 

alleged  mission ;  whether  any,  and,  if  so,  ^^J^^^  ^^  contractors 

how^     many,    saddles     were    sent    from 

Bruenn  to  the  British  War  Office ;  and  Mr.  J.  POWELL- WILLIAINIS  (for 
whether  2,000  saddles  returned  to  Mr.  Wyndham)  :  I  am  only  aware  of  one 
Messrs.  Budischofski  by  the  Austrian  auch  case.  When  the  attention  of  the 
Government  were  bought  and  delivered  War  Office  was  drawn  to  it,  investigation 
to  the  English  War  Office  after  the  '  was  made  and  it  was  arranged  that  two 
declaration  of  war  ])etween  the  Transvaal  |  contractors  who  had  contributed  in  reply 
and  England.  to  applications  should  prosecute  a  meat 

Mr.    J.    POWELL-WILLIAMS:  Per.  j  "^pector  at  the  Reserve  Depot  at  AVool- 
haps  I  may  be  allowed  to  say  that  none  '  "'«=?  ^y  ^^'''^  *f «  application  had  been 

of  Se  questions  contained  in  the  question    ™*^'«-     "«  ^f^  ^°"'f  g"^'*^  °\  obtaining 
^    .  ^  money  by  false  pretences  and  has  since 

been  discharged.     Inquiry  has  been  made 

Dr.  tanner  :  I  shall  raise  the  point    throughout  the   fact<^ries;^  and    no  othe 

on  the  Estimates.  ease  can  be  ti-aced. 

Caitain       DONELAX:      The     hon. 
K.\TI()NS    FOR  THE   TJU)Ol'S-  Gentleman    has   not    answered    the    last 

parain-aph. 

Sir    JOHN    KINLOCH    (Perthshire,  ^     ^    ' 

E.)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Financial  Secretary  ^^^'     J-     POWELL-W  ILLIAMS  :     I 

to  the  \\kr  Office  whether  the  potatoes  think  the  hon.   Member,  when  he  reads 

for  the  use  of  our  troops  in  South  Africa  ^^^  answer,  will  see  it  covers  the  whole 

are  bought  in  America ;  and,   if  so,  what  question, 
are  they  costing  per  ton  delivered  at  Cape 

Town  ;  and  what  is  the  reason  that  they  VOLUNTEER  OFFICERS   AND  THE 

are  not  bought  in  this  country.  QUEEN'S    REGULATIONS,    PAUA.    4i:i. 

Mr.  J.   POWELL-WILLIAMS :    My  Captain  DONELAN  :    On  behalf  of 

hon.   friend  is  under  a  misapprehension,  the  hon.  Member  for  South   Donegal,  1 

Potatoes  are   not   being   supplied   either  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 

from  home  or  foreign  sources  to  the  troops  for  War  whether  paragraph  42.'?  of  the 

in  South  Africa.  Queen's  Regulations  for  the  Army  applies 

to  officers  of  the  Volunteer  force ;  and,  if 

MISCONDUCT    OF    (iOVEUNMENT  so,    whether  it   is   the   intention   of  tht' 

CONTKACTOKS.  Adjutant  General   to  take  notice  of  the 

Caitain  DONELAN  (Cork,   E.) :   On  methods  alleged  to  be  adopted  by  com- 

behalf  of  the   hon.   Member  for  South  manding  officers  of  Volunteer  corps  for 

Donegal,  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secre-  the    purpose    of    making    known    their 

tary  of    State    for    War    whether     the  opinions  as  to  the  orders  and  proceedings 

attention  of  the  military  authorities  has  of  their  superior  officers, 
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Mr.  J.  POWELL-WILLIAMS  (for 
Mr.  Wyndham)  :  Volunteers  except  when 
employed  on  military  duty  under  certain 
conditions  are  not  subject  to  the  Queen's 
regulations.  It  follows  that  so  far  as 
these  regulations  are  concerned  there  is 
nothing  to  prevent  Volunteer  officers 
making  known  their  opinions  as  to  the 
orders  and  proceedings  of  their  superior 
officers.  Such  action  is,  however,  olv 
viously  improper  and  subvorsive  of 
discipline. 

VOLUNTEEUS-SHOOTINd 
IIEGILATIONS. 

Mr.  HEDDERWICK  :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  \\&r  | 
whether,  in  the  most  recent  regulations, 
the  distances  at  which  Volunteers  are 
required  to  shoot  in  order  to  qualify  as 
marksmen  have  been  reduced  ;  and,  if  so, 
to  what  extent,  and  why. 

Mr.  J.  POWELL-WILLIAMS  (for  Mr. 
Wyndham)  :  Yes,  Sir.  It  is  considered 
advisable  that  the  musketry  classification 
of  Volunteers  should  be  based  upon  com- 
pulsory firing.  Previously  individual 
firing  was  only  compulsory  up  to  200 
yaitis,  and  i}ractice  up  to  and  including 
800  yards  was  only  cai  ried  out  optionally 
by  those  desiring  to  be  classified  as  marks- 
men. Compulsory  firing  is  now  extended 
to  500  and  600  yards,  and  on  this  the 
classification,  including  that  of  marks- 
men, is  bjised. 


Mr.  HEDDERWICK  :  Then  the  quaU 
fication  for  marksmen  is  reduced   from 
800  to  600  yards  1 

Mr.  J.  POWELL- WILLIAMS  :  Yes, 
but  it  is  higher  at  600  yards  than  it  used 
to  be. 

VOLUNTEERS-CAMP  ALLOWANCES. 

Colonel      PRYCE- JONES     (Mont- 

fomery  Burghs) :  \  ])eg  to  ask  the  Under 
ecretary  of  State  for  War,  as  only  those 
Volunteer  corps  that  have  sufficient  funds 
at  their  disposal  pay  their  men  in  camp, 
whether  the  War  Office  will  consider  the 
advisability  of  placing  all  corps  on  the 
same  footing  by  providing  pay  and  allow- 
ances to  officers  and  men  while  in  camp, 
thereby  curtailing  the  officers'  camp 
expenses,  and  making  it  possible  for  a  man 
to  attend  without  being  at  a  loss,  and 
preventing  dissatisfaction  in  the  corps. 


Mr.  J.  POWELL-WILLIAMS  (for  Mr. 
Wyndham)  :  A  statement  will  be  made 
at  an  early  date  as  to  the  conditions  under 
which  Volunteer  camps  will  be  held  this 
year. 

VOLUNTEEKS— RIFLE  RANGES. 

Colonel  PRYCE-JONF^  :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  whether  officers  commanding  Volun- 
teer battalions  can  apply  to  the  War 
Office  for  remuneration  for  the  outlay  iii 
the  construction  of  rifle  ranges  during  the 
last  three  years  and  for  the  future,  as  it 
is  understood  that  a  large  sum  of  money 
was  voted  for  Volunteer  rifle  ranges  in 
the  Army  J^Istimates  of  hist  and  again 
this  year. 


Mr.  J.  POWELL  -  WILLIAMS  (for 
Mr.  Wyndham)  :  No.  There  is  no  in- 
tention of  making  a  grant  retrospectively 
except  where  money  may  have  been 
borrowed  for  purchase  of  land,  when 
assistance  by  means  of  loan  can  be  given 
under  the  Military  Lands  Act. 

volunteers— RESERVE  COMPANIES. 

Mr.  lees  KNOWLES  :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War  if 
he  will  state  how  many  reserve  companies 
of  Volunteers  have  offered  themselves,  or 
been  formed  ;  and  if,  even  though  a 
Volunteer  battalion  may  be  ready  to  fomi 
a  reserve  company,  such  a  company 
cannot  be  formed  until  the  officer  com- 
manding the  regimental  district  orders 
the  men  to  be  attested. 

Mr.  J.  POWELL  -  WILLIAMS  (for 
Mr.  Wyndham)  :  Reserve  companies  are 
still  being  formed,  and  it  is  too  soon  as 
yet  to  make  any  statement  as  to  the 
number. 

VOLUNTEERS— BEARER  COMPANIES. 
Mr.  RADCLIFFE  COOKE  (Here- 
ford) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary 
of  State  for  War  whether,  in  the  case  of 
Volunteer  battalions  with  an  establish- 
ment of  ten  companies  in  localities  where 
it  is  not  desired  to  raise  a  second  battalion, 
but  where  such  battalions  supply  each  a 
full  bearer  company  of  sixty-four  to  their 
brigade,  it  would  be  permissible  for  them 
to  recruit  past  their  establishment  so  that 
the  bearer  companies  be  supernumerary 
to  the  present  establishment ;  and  whether 
the  establishment  in  ten  company  Irnt- 
talions  will  be  raised  so  as  to  include  a 
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mounted  infantry  company  :  or  whether 
such  company  can  be  recruited  super- 
numerary to  the  present  establishment. 

Mr.  J.  POWELL- WILLI  A  MS  (for  Mr. 
Wyndham)  :  An  application  to  form  an 
extra  company  will  receive  consideration. 
The  question  of  allowing  a  mounted  in- 
fantry company  to  be  formed  is  being 
considered. 

MILITIA— STATrS   OK  SEKGKANT- 

MAJORS. 

Mk.  GUETTOX  (Derbyshire,  S.) :  I 
lieg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
f*>r  War  if  the  Secretary  of  Stiito  will  con- 
sitler  the  advisability  ^f  restoring  t<» 
sergeant-majoi's  of  the  Militia  their  status 
as  wan*ant  ottieers,  as  the  deprivation  of 
rank  recommended  by  a  Departmental 
Committee  some  years  ago  has  been  found 
to  cause  dissatisfaction. 

Mr.  J.  POWELL- WILLIAMS  (for  Mr. 
Wyndham)  :  It  was  found  to  be  incon- 
venient to  have  sergeant-majors  of  Militia 
Yiattalions  possibly  senior  to  the  sergeant- 
major  of  the  regimental  district.  Conse- 
c^uently  the  CTant  of  warrant  rank  was 
restricted  to  tne  latter.  The  same  incon- 
venience would  arise  if  warrant  rank  were 
now  granted,  and  the  Secretary  of  State 
does  not  see  his  way  to  giving  it. 

THE  lOOTH  REGIMENT— SU(;GESTEI) 
REPATRIATION  AS  A  CANADIAN 
REGIMENT. 

Mk.  AUNOLD-FORSTER :  I  l)eg  to 
iisk  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  NVar 
whether  advantage  Avill  be  taken  of  the 
opportunity  afforrled  by  raising  twelve 
new  battalions  to  ffive  effect  to  the  fre- 
quently expressed  wish  of  the  Government 
and  people  of  Canada  that  the  100th 
Regiment,  sometimes  called  the  1st 
Battalion  Prince  of  Wales's  Leinster 
regiment  (Royal  Canadians),  shall  b(» 
repatriated  as  a  distinctively  Canadian 
regiment,  recruited  in  Canachi,  and 
l)earing  the  Canadian  title  of  which  it 
was  deprived  by  the  War  Office  in  1881. 

Mr.  J.  POWELL-WILLIAMS :  The 
matter  is  the  subject  of  correspondence  at 
the  present  moment,  but  the  proposal  for 
repatriation  has  no  necessary  connection 
with  the  raising  of  the  twelve  new 
liattalions. 

BARRACK    ACCOMMODATION    IN 
SCOTLAND— DING  WALI^ 

Mr.  WEIR :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  War,  seeing  th^re 


arc  no  barracks  in  Ross-shire,  or  north  of 
Fort  George,  will  arrangements  l>e  made 
to  provide  for  l)arracks  at  Dingwall  in 
the  scheme  now  in  coui*sc  of  preparation 
for  barracks  necessary  for  the  forces 
which  are  to  bo  pennanently  added  to  the 
Army. 

Mr.  J.  POWELL -WILLIAMS  (for 
Mr.  Wyndham):  No,  Sir.  The  increase 
to  the  forces  does  not  render  necessarv 

ft 

the  provision  of  barracks  at   Dingwall. 

RULE    RAN(;ES    in     the     EASTERN 

DISTRICT. 

Mk.  F.  W.  WILSON  (Norfolk,  Mid): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Financial  Secretary  to 
the  War  Office  if  his  attention  has  been 
called  to  the  incompleteness  of  the  lieturn 
jnst  issued  of  rifle  ranges  closed  in  the 
Extern  District — for  instance,  Norwich 
closed  for  distances  beyond  300  yards, 
Bury  St.  Edmunds  entirely  closed,  Attle- 
borough  closed  except  for  reduced  charge 
ammunition  ;  and  whether  he  will  obtain 
a  full  and  and  amended  Return  of  ranges 
partially  or  entirely  closed  since  the 
issue  of  the  Lee-Metford  rifle. 

Mr.  J.  POWELL- WILLIAMS :  The 
Return  is  a  complete  Return  of  the  rariges 
closed  to  full  charge  firing  with  the 
authoritv  of  the  War  Ottice  in  the  Eastern 

ft. 

District  since  the  introduction  of  the  Lee- 
Metford  rifle.  The  Norwich  range  was  con- 
demned as  unsafe  for  the  Martiin'-Henry, 
and  has  never  been  open  for  full  charge 
Lee-Metford  practice.  The  Bury  St. 
Edmunds  range  was  reported  as  imsuit- 
able  in  1891,  and  has  never  been  included 
in  the  annual  range  returns.  The  Attle- 
borough  range  is  apparently  a  private 
range  as  to  \vhich  no  reports  have  been 
made  to  the  War  Office. 

THE  YORKSHIRK  REGIMENT. 

Mr.  JOHN  HUTTON  (Yorkshire, 
Richmond) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under 
Secretarv  of  State  for  War  whether 
the  first,  second,  and  third  battalions  of 
the  \"orkshire  Regiment  are  now  on 
foreign  service  :  and,  if  so,  whether  it  is 
the  intention  to  at  once  eml>ody  tho 
fourth  battalion  ;  and,  if  not,  whether  he 
will  explain  the  reasons  for  not  doing  so. 

Mr.    J.    POWELL-WILLIAMS    (for 

i  Mr.  Wyndham)  :  The  answer  to  the  first 

question  is  in  the  affirmative.     The  whole 

of  the  Mili^a  will  be  embodied  about  the 

1st  M^y, 
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Sir  J.  FP:RGUSS0N  :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
whether,  seeing  that  direct  commissions 
are  only  being  given  to  candidates  from 
the  universities  of  the  colonies  over 
twenty  years  of  age,  commissions  are 
being  also  offered  to  l)oys  at  the  public 
schools,  and  if  such  boys  will  be  older 
than  the  cadets  at  the  Royal  ^lilitAry 
Collcire  and  Roval  Mibtarv  Aciwlemv  ; 
whether  it  is  intende<l  that  such  boys 
shall  also  take  precedence  of  the  cadets 
who  have  passed  into  the  college  and 
academy  hy  competition,  and  have 
received  military  instruction  :  if  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  will  consider  the  propriety 
of  shortening  the  college  course  of  the 
cadets  so  as  to  save  their  ultimate 
seniority  ;  and  whether  commissions  have 
lately  been  given  to  men  who  had  neither 
passed  educationally  by  the  "  literary  " 
examination  nor  professionally  by  com- 
petition, while  there  are  many  who  have 
passed  a  high  qualifying  test  but  were 
outstripped  in  the  competition  and  who 
have  not  been  offered  commissions,  such 
candidates  having  necessarily  undergone 
a  special  and  expensive  preparation. 

Mr.  J.  POWELI.-WILLTAMS  (for  Mr. 
Wvndham)  :  A  few  commissions  are 
l)ei ng  offered  to  the  public  schools.  The 
recipients  of  them  will  probably  be  a  little 
younger  than  the  Sandhurst  and  Woolwich 
cadets.  It  is  impossible  to  further  shorten 
the  Sandhurst  course,  which  has  already 
been  shortened  by  six  months.  A  few 
commissions  have  heen  given  to  candi- 
dates specially  ([ualified  who  have  not 
passed  the  tests  referred  to.  It  has 
already  been  explained  that  in  the  press- 
ing need  for  more  officers  exceptional 
measures  have  hful  to  be  adopted. 

Sir  J.  FERliUSSON:  May  I  ask 
whether,  during  the  Crimean  War,  cadets 
were  not  allowed  to  pass  an  examination 
in  one  half  the  usual  time  in  order  to  fill 
the  ranks  of  the  Army,  and,  also,  whether 
it  is  not  the  case  that  men  who  failed  in 
the  competitive  examination  of  the  Royal 
Military  Colleges  are  actually  receiving 
commissions  in  preference  to  cadets  now 
serving  there  'I 

Mr.  J.  POWELL  -  WILLIAMS  :  I 
should  be  glad,  as  this  is  an  historical 
question,  if  my  right  hon.  friend  would 
kindly  put  it  on  the  Paper. 


{CO.MMONS  1  Quesiw,L<.  r>s4 

'      Sir    J.    FERGUSSON  :    The   second 
question  is  not  an  historical  question. 

*Mr.   SPEAKER  :    I   think  the   right 


hon.  Gentleman  had  better  give  notice. 

Sir  J.  FERGUSSON:  I  beg  to  give 
notice  that  I  shall  call  attention  to  this 
matter  on  the  Estimates. 

Sir  JOHN  COLOMB  (Great  Yar 
mouth) :  I  l)eg  to  ask  the  Under  Seere- 
tiirv  of  State  for  War  whether  the 
military  authorities  will  consider  the 
claims  of  cadets  at  the  Royal  Military 
Academy,  Woolwich,  to  receive  com- 
missions in  the  Ro^'al  Field  Artillen- 
l>efore  appointing  cHrect  to  that  arm  of 
the  service  those  who  have  not  had  the 
arl vantage  of  any  instruction  at  that 
establishment. 

Mr.  J.  POWELL  -  WILLIAMS  (for 
Mr.  Wyndham)  :  Half  the  conumssions 
given  to  the  outgoing  batch  of  cadets 
from  the  Academy  will  be  for  Field 
Artillery.  It  is  desirable  that  the 
Garrison  Artillery  should  have  the  remain- 
der, and  not  be  deprived  of  officers  who 
have  had  the  benefit  of  the  education  at 
the  Academv. 


COMMANDS 
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TALIONS. 
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Major  RASCH  (Essex,  S.E.):  I  be< 
to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  Suti* 
for  War  whether  the  command  and 
second  in  command  of  Reserve  battalions 
will  be  given  to  officers  on  the  Resen^e 
when  eligible. 

Mr.  J.  PO^yELL  -  WILLIAMS  (for 
Mr.  WvNDnAM) :  Y^es,  Sir.  In  many 
instances  this  is  being  done. 

ARMY  CHAPLAINS. 

Mr.  WEIR :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  if  he  will  state 
the  number  of  Army  officiating  Epis- 
copxlian  and  Presbyterian  chaplains 
respectively,  and  their  average  annual 
remuneration. 

Mr.  J.  ^  POWELL-WILLIAMS  (for 
Mr.  Wyndham):  The  officiating  clergj' 
are  appointed  by  the  generals  command- 
ing districts.  The  particulars  required 
could  only  be  obtained  by  reference  to  all 
the  districts.  This  would  involve  consider- 
able labour,  for  which  there  is  no  time  at 
present. 
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INDIAN     NATIVE    REGIMENTS- 
CAPITATION    GRANT. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
whether  the  British  Government  intends 
to  pay  the  Indian  Government  a  capita- 
tion grant  for  the  two  native  regiments  it 
is  taking  from  India,  similar  to  the  capita- 
tion grant  which  it  obtains  from  India  on 
overv  British  soldier  borne  on  the  Indian 
establisb.ment. 

Mr.  J.  POWELL- WILLIAMS  (for 
Mr.  Wyndham)  :  The  Imperial  Govern- 
ment defrays  the  actual  charges  for  re- 
cniitine  as  claimed  by  the  Indian  Govern- 
ment in  the  case  of  these  regiments 
instead  of  paying  a  capitation  rate. 

NAVV— TRIALS    OF    THE    -HIGH 
FLYER"  AND  ** MINERVA." 

Mr.  PENN  (Lewisham) :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  whether 
he  can  give  the  results  of  the  further 
trials  of  Her  Majesty's  ships  "  Highflyer  " 
and  **  Minerva."     , 


Mr.  GOSCHEN  :  We  have  no  statis- 
tics as  to  the  number  of  men  and  boys 
rejected  on  accoimt  of  bad  teeth,  but  it  is 
large.  It  might  be  as  much  as  25  per 
cent.  Careful  attention  has  to  be  given 
to  the  teeth  of  candidates  as  a  test  of 
health  and  suitability  for  service  afloat. 

NIGERIA    SALE    OF    DRINKS  AND 
FIREARMS— SLAVE  RAIDING. 

Mr.  HAZELL  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  the  Colonies  whether 
the  Government,  now  that  it  is  respon- 
sible for  the  administration  of  Nigeria,  is 
maintaining  strictly  the  restiictions  on 
the  slave  trade  and  the  prohibition  of  the 
sale  of  firearms  and  intoxicating  drink 
established  by  the  lioyal  Niger  Company 
in  the  region  of  the  Lower  Niger; 
what  steps  they  are  taking  to  extend 
these  regulations  to  the  whole  of  Nigeria ; 
and  whether  they  are  taking  any  mea- 
sures to  put  a  speedy  end  to  the  slave 
raiding  which  is  productive  of  such  evils 
in  that  country. 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN :  The  com- 
pany's regulations  as  to  the  slave  trade 
and  the  sale  of  firearms  were  practically 
the  same  as  those  in  force  in  the  Niger 
Coast  Protectorate  and  Lagos,  and  are 
being  maintained.  The  sale  of  intoxi- 
cating drink  was  not  prohibited  by  the 
company  in  the  southern  portion  of  their 
territories.  The  prohibition  in  Northern 
Nigeria  is  being  maintained,  but  it  is  not 
practicable  to  extend  it  to  Southern 
Nigeria.  Measures  will  be  taken  in  the 
future,  as  in  the  past,  to  put  a  stop  to 
slave  raiding  wherever  it  is  possible  to 


The  FIRST  LORD  of  the  ADMI- 
RALTY (Mr.  GoscHEN,  St.  George's, 
Hanover  Square)  :  The  results  of  the  last 
two  trials  of  the  "Highflyer"  and 
"  Minerva  "  are  as  follows,  as  reported  by 
telegraph — 

3rd  March,  1900.— "Minerva "  and 
"  Highflyer  "  completed  satisfactorily  C  2 
st^m  trials  {i.e.,  of  60  hours  duration  at 
17  knots).  Coal,  all  purposes  :  "  Minerva," 
358  tons ;  "  Highflyer,'*  375  tons.  Coal 
per  i.h.p.,  engines  only :  "  Minerva,"  1*95  ; 
**  Highflyer,'^  207.  Coal  per  i.h.p.,  all 
purposes:  **  Minerva,"  222  ;  "Highflyer,"  '  do  so. 
2-37.  I 

Vh  March,  1900.-"  Minerva"  and,  ^\^^^^' ^1^?^,^^^^^^^^^^^ 
"  Highfl ver  '  completed  satisfactorily  D  1  *Sm  CH AKLKS  DILKK  :  I  beg  to  a^k 
steam  trials  (,>.,  of  30  hours  duration  at  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Kxchcquer  whether 
highest  speed  that  can  bo  maintained),  '^tep.  have  been  takcMi  to  seaue  the  pos- 
CiAil,  all  purposes  :  -  Minerva,"  225  tons  ;  sibihty  of  messiiges  to  Gape  Town  by  the 
-  Highflyer, '  267  tons.  Coal  per  i.h.p.,  "ew  cable  of  the  Lastern  lelegi-aph  Com^ 
engines  onlv  :  "  Minerva,"  1-97  ;  "  High-  [  pany,  in  respect  of  which  a  payment  of 
flvor,"  2-1.  ^  Coal  per  i.h.p.,  all  purposes  :  |  f  10,000  has  l»een  made  ui  the  present 
"Minerva,"  2^22;  "Highflyer,"  2-52.  |  finaiicial  yeais  being  sent  without  paasing 
"  Highflyer"  averaged  400  h.p.,  and  half  through  any  foreign  sUtions  ;  or  whether 
a  knot  greater  speed  than  "  Minerva."  it  is  contemplated  that  all  messages  shdl 
^  ^  continue  to  pass  through  a  Portuguese 

TEETH  OF  NAVAL  RECRUITS.  \  station. 

Mr.  weir  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First '  The  CHANCELLOR  OF  the  EX- 
Lord  of  the  Admiralty  if  he  will  state  I  CHEQUER  (Sir  M.  Hicks  Beach, 
what  percentage  of  men  and  boys  '  Bristol,  W.) :  The  payment  of  £10,000 
recniited  for  the  Royal  Navy  are  rejected  ;  was  made  merely  to  se<;ure  the  opening 
on  account  of  bad  teeth.  ,  of   the   cable   between   Cape   Town,    St. 
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Helena,  and  Ascension  at  the  earliest  pos- 
sible date,  and  had  no  reference  to  the 
matter  alluded  to  in  the  question.  That 
cable  will,  I  l)elieve,  be  extended  to  St. 
Vincent,  through  which,  as  now,  messages 
will  pass. 

INCOME  TAX  ON  COMPANY 
DIVIDENDS. 

Mr.  HUBBARD  (Lambeth,  Brixton) : 
I  beg  to  ask  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer whether,  in  the  event  of  the 
income  tax  being  raised  to  Is.  in  the  £ 
iis  from  Ist  April  next,  the  rate  of  tax 
payable  upon  interest  or  dividends  which 
haveaccmedfortheyear  ending  31st  March, 
1900,  but  are  not  actually  paid  out  till 
after  that  date,  remains  at  8d.  in  the  £  ; 
and  whether  the  tax  payable  upon  in- 
terest or  dividends  accmed  for  the  first 
six  months  of  1900  will  be  at  the  rate  of 
8d.  for  the  first  three  months,  and  Is.  for 
the  second  three  months,  and  for  other 
periods  in  propoi'tion. 

Sir  M.  hicks  BEACH:  Assuming 
that  the  question  relates  to  the  dividends 
of  English  companies,  the  answer  to  both 
paragraphs  is  in  the  affirmative  (but  the 
date  on  which  the  alteration  of  the  rate 
will  take  effect  is  April  6tB,  not  the  1st). 
The  Inland  Revenue  will  in  a  few  days 
issue  full  instnictions  explaining  the  rules 
to  be  followed  in  deducting  income  tax  in 
all  cases. 

BUDGET— NEW  BEER  DUTY. 

Captain  PHILLP0TT8  (Devonshire, 
Torquay) :  I  beg  to  ask  Mr.  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  whether  it  is  his  inten- 
tion that  the  additional  duty  of  Is.  per 
barrel  on  beer  shall  be  of  a  temporary 
character  as  well  as  the  additional  duty 
of  6d.  a  gallon  on  spirits,  and  the  rest  of 
the  indirect  taxation  proposed  in  the 
Budget. 

Sir  M.  HICKS  BEACH  :  If  my  hon. 
friend  >vill  look  at  the  resolutions  which 
have  been  passed,  he  will  see  that  all  this 
additional  indirect  taxation  is  on  a  tem- 
porary footing. 

HOUSING  OF  THE  WORKING  CLASSES 

ACT.  1890. 

Mr.  HAZELL  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
President  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  if  he  will  gi-ant  a  Return  of 
the  local  authorities  in  England  and 
Wales    that    have    carried   out   housing 


ing  Classes  Act,  1890,  showing  details  of 
cost  and  income,  number  of  persons  dis- 
placed and  provided  for,  rate  of  interest 
!  on  and  period  of  repayment  for  the  loan. 

The  SECRETARY  to  the  LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Mr.  T.  W. 
Russell,  Tyrone,  S.) :  There  will  be  no 
objection  to  a  Return  on  the  subject 
referred  to  in  the  question ;  but  perhaps 
before  the  hon.  Member  moves  for  it  he 
will  place  himself  in  communication  with 
the  Local  Government  Board  tus  to  the 
details  of  the  Return. 

EDUCATION-RELIGIOUS    EMBLEMS 
IN  NATIONAL  SCHOOLS. 

Mr.  SAMUEL  SMITH  (Flintshire) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Vice-President  of  the 
Committee  of  Council  on  Education 
whether  he  is  aware  that  in  the  national 
schools  of  the  parish  of  Hensall,  York- 
shire, which  Church  and  dissenting 
children  alike  are  obliged  to  attend,  there 
is  in  the  mixed  school  an  altar  with 
candles,  and  a  crucifix  Suspended  over  it, 
and  in  the  infants'  school  another  altar 
with  two  pictures  of  the  Annunciation 
and  the  Nativity  over  it,  and  a  crucifix 
suspended  over  the  fireplace ;  also  that 
the  children  of  the  parish,  both  Church 
and  dissenting,  are  taken  to  hear  Mass 
every  Thursday  at  nine  o'clock,  and  have 
been  taken  to  church  to  the  "Blessing 
and  Imposition  of  Ashes,"  and  are  taught 
the  rosary  ;  and,  if  so,  whether  the 
Education  Department  will  interfere  to 
put  a  stop  to  these  practices,  and  to  have 
the  emblems  removed  from  the  national 
schools.  , 

The  VICE-PRESIDENT  of  thb 
COMMITTEE  of  COUNCIL  on  EDU- 
CATION (Sir  J.  GORST,  Cambridge 
University) :  The  Education  Department 
has  no  information  on  the  subjects  re- 
ferred to  in  the  question,  and  has  no 
power  to  direct  the  removal  of  emblems 
or  to  interfere  with  the  religious  teaching 
in  the  school  so  long  as  the  Conscience 
Clause  is  observed. 

VOLUNTARY    SCHOOLS     GOVERNING 
BODY  IN  THE  CHESTER  DIOCESE. 

Mr.  gray  (West  Ham,  N.) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Vice-President  of  the  Committee 
of  Council  on  Education  whether  a  modi- 
fied scheme  for  the  constitution  of  a 
governing  body  of  an  association  under 
the  Voluntary  Schools  Act  was  received 


schemes  under  the  Housing  of  the  Work- 1  from  the  Chester  Diocese,  and  approved 
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by  the  Education  Department,  in  January 
last ;  whether  he  can  state  if  this  modified 
scheme  was  prepared  by  the  governing 
body  formed  undef  the  original  scheme ; 
and,  if  not,  by  what  person  or  persons  the  | 
scheme  was  prepared  ;  whether  the ; 
managers  of  the  voluntary  schools  in  the 
Chester  Diocese  had  anv  notification 
given  to  them  of  the  proposed  changes  in  , 
this  scheme,  or  whether  information  on 
this  subject  was  reserved  until  the  scheme 
had  been  submitted  to  and  approved  by 
the  Education  Department ;  and,  is  he  i 
aware  that  the  modifications  which  have 
been  incorporated  in  the  new  scheme  have 
resulted  in  restricting  the  liberty  of 
managers  in  selecting  their  representa- 
tives ;  and,  if  so,  have  the  managers  any 
appeal  against  a  decision  which  has 
deprived  them  of  a  liberty  admitted  by 
the  Voluntary  Schools  Act,  and  which 
they  were  assured  during  the  debate  on 
the  Second  Reading  of  the  Act  should  be 
reserved. 

Sir  J.  GOEST :  The  answers  to  the  first 
two  paragraphs  of  the  question  are  in  the 
affirmative.  In  regard  to  the  third  para- 
graph, I  understand  that  notification  of 
the  proposed  changes  was  not  given  to  all 
the  managers  During  the  debates  on  the 
Bill  the  impression  no  doubt  prevailed 
that  teachers  woidd  be  eligible  as 
members  of  the  governing  bodies.  But 
the  Committee  of  Council  are  not  aware 
that  any  pledge  was  given  by  any 
member  of  the  Government  thnt  the 
Department  would  refuse  to  approve  the 
rules  of  any  association  which  did  not 
admit  of  the  representation  of  the 
managers  by  teachers.  Under  the  cir- 
cumstances, the  Committee  of  Council  are 
not  prepared  to  decide  at  present  whether 
this  governing  Ixniy  have  gone  beyond 
the  provisions  of  the  Act ;  but  the  Educa- 
tion Department  will  communicate  with 
them,  in  the  hope  that  they  will  see  their 
way  to  withdrawing  the  limitation,  to 
which  it  appeal's  from  the  hon.  Member  s 
question  that  some  of  the  managers 
object. 

Mr.  GRAY:  Have  local  managers  a 
right  to  appeal  to  the  Education  Depart- 
ment, seeing  that  they  had  no  previous 
knowledge  of  the  scheme  ? 

Sir  J.  GORST :  Everybody  has  a  right 
to  appeal  to  the  Education  Department, 
but  what  power  the  Department  may 
have  to  remedy  their  grievances  I  cannot 
say. 


RAILWAY  COLLISION  NEAR  LONDON 

BRIDGE. 

Mr.  MALCOLM  (Suffolk,  Stowmar- 
ket) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  whether  his  attention  has 
been  called  to  the  result  of  an  inquiry 
held  after  the  railway  collision  which  took 
place  on  6th  January  outside  London 
Bridge  Station  ;  whether  he  is  aware  that 
the  report  states  that  this  collision,  together 
with  other  recent  ones,  emphasises  the 
need  for  improvement  in  the  existing 
methods  of  fog  signalling ;  and  whether 
he  will  undertake  to  increase  the  public 
safety  by  advising  railway  companies  to 
adopt  some  uniform  system  which  shall 
satisfy  the  Board  of  Trade. 

The  president  of  the  BOARD 
OF  TRADE  (Mr.  Ritchie;  Croydon): 
Yes,  Sir.  The  report  referred  to  has  been 
under  very  careful  consideration,  together 
with  that  on  the  unfortunate  accident  at 
Wivelsfield.  Immediately  on  the  receipt 
of  the  reports  I  caused  copies  to  be  sent 
to  the  hon.  secretary  of  the  Associated 
Railway  Companies  and  requested  that 
the  serious  attention  of  the  companies 
might  be  directed  to  Sir  F.  Marindin's 
observations  in  these  reports  as  to  the 
necessity  for  the  adoption  of  some  im- 
proved system  of  fog  signalling  on 
railways. 

LIGHTHOUSE    ADMINISTRATION. 

Mr.  CRILLY  (Mayo,  N.) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade, 
if  an  advisory  or  consultative  committee 
has  been  formed,  on  his  suggestion,  to 
consider  questions  relating  to  the  light- 
house administration  of  the  kingdom ;  if 
so,    who   are  the  members  of  the  com- 

I  mittee,  what  are  their  f mictions  and 
powers,  by  whom  and  on  what  principle 
they  were  elected,   where  and  when  do 

!  they  meet,  and  are  the  expenses  of  the 
committee  defrayed  out  of  the  Mer- 
cantile Marine  or  any  other  public  fund. 

Mr.  RITCHIE:  An  advisory  com- 
mittee has  been  fonned  by  the  Chamber 
of  Shipping  of  the  United  Kingdom  for 
the  purpose  of  representing  to  the  Board 
of  Tracfe  and  the  lighthouse  authorities 
the  views  of  shipowners  and  others  with 
regard  to  all  questions  of  new  works  pro- 
posed to  be  carried  out  bjr  the  lighthouse 
authorities.  The  committee  consists  of 
twelve  members,  of  whom  four  repre- 
sent English  shipowners,  two  Scottish 
i 
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sliipowiiers,  and  two  Irish  shipowners, 
one  of  the  English  shipping  representa- 
tives having  been  selected  by  the  Liver- 
pool Steamship  Owners*  Association.  In 
addition  to  the  shipping  members,  the 
committee  includes  two  merchants  selected 
by  the  Association  of  Chambers  of  Com- 
merce of  the  United  Kingdom,  and  two 
underwriters  representing  Lloyd's  and  the 
Liverpool  Underwriters'  Association.  I 
shall  be  happy  to  supply  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber with  a  list  of  the  names.  I  have 
made  arrangements  for  a  meeting  be- 
tween the  committee  and  representatives 
of  the  lighthouse  authorities  at  the  Board 
of  Trade  early  next  month  for  the  pur- 
pose of  considering  the  new  works 
proposed  to  l)e  undertaken  during  the 
coming  financial  year.  There  is  no  public 
fund  out  of  which  the  expenses  of  the 
committee  can  be  defrayed. 

THE  COMPANIES  BILL. 

Mil.  KIMBEK  (Wandsworth^ :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
whether  that  part  of  the  Companies  Bill 
which,  if  passed,  would  give  to  simple 
contract  creditors  of  a  company  in  liqui- 
dation preferential  right  of  payment  over 
all  secured  creditors,  is  intended  by  the 
Government  to  be  persisted  in;  and 
whether  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  have  this  alteration  in  the  law, 
invalidating  many  millions  of  securities, 
discussed  m  Committee  of  the  whole 
House ;  and,  if  not,  whether  ample  notice 
and  time  will  be  given  for  its  full  discus- 
sion on  Second  Reading. 

Mr.  RITCHIE :  The  clause  referred  to 
by  the  hon.  Member  was  not  in  the  Bill 
as  introduced  in  the  House  of  Lords,  and 
was  not  inserted  at  the  instance  of  the 
Government.  It  will  require  careful  con- 
sideration, but  I  am  not  able  at  the  pre- 
sent suige  to  make  any  statement  as 
regards  the  attitude  of  the  Government 
with  regard  to  any  ])articular  proposal  in 
the  Bill.  The  Goverimient  hope  the 
House  will  refer  the  Bill  to  a  Grand  Com- 
mittee. 

PillSON     OFl'KIALS'    KETIKINCi 
PENSIONS. 

Mr.  JOHN  BUTTON :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 
Department  whether  he  has  received  a 
memorial  signed  by  a  large  number  of 
prison  officials  with  regard  to  the  terms 
of  their  retiring  pensions ;  and  whether, 


in  consideration  of  the  nature  of  the 
work  of  prison  officials,  he  is  prepared  to 
recommend  that  they  should  be  entitled 
to  obtain  the  maximum  pension  at  an 
earlier  date  than  under  the  Civil  Service 
scale. 

*The  secretary  of  STATE  Ftm 

THE   HOME   DEPARTMENT    (Sir    M. 

White  Ridley,  Lancashire,  Blackpool) : 
j  The  answer  to  the  first  paragraph  is  in 
!  the  affirmative.  The  question  of  pen- 
I  sions  is  primarily  one  for  the  Treasury, 
I  and  to  deal  with  it  as  suggested  would 
I  require  legislation,  which  I  am  afraid  I 

must  say  I  am  not  at  present  prepared  to 

propose. 

t 

SEAMEN'S  ADVANCE   NOTES-  AMERI- 
CAN   LAWS. 

Mr.  RUNCIMAN  (Oldham) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
Foreign  Affairs  what  are  the  results  of 
the  careful  consideration  of  Her  Majesty's 
Government,  promised  by  him  last 
August*,  of  the  questions  affecting  British 
shipping  which  arise  in  connection  with 
Departmental  Circular,  No.  17,  dated  8th 
February,  1.899,  promulgated  by  the 
Treasury  Department  of  the  Bureau  of 
Navigation  at  Washington,  U.S.A., 
reciting  an  amendment  in  the  Federal 
Laws  of  1884:  by  an  Act  approved  on  the 
21st  of  December,  1898  ;  whether,  under 
the  amendment  referred  to,  it  becomes 
unlawful  to  pay  any  seaman  wages  in 
advance  of  the  time  when  he  has  actually 
earned  the  same ;  and  whether  Her 
Majesty's  Government  have  been  able  by 
negotiation  to  reserve  the  British  ship- 
owners and  British  seamen  in  the  United 
States  the  right  to  make  and  receive 
advances,  which  are  legal  in  this  country. 

♦The  under  SECRETARY  ofSTATE 
FOR  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS  (Mr.  Broo- 
RICK,  Surrey,  Guildford) :  Advances  U> 
seamen  are  strictly  prohibited  by  the 
United  States  Act  of  December  21st, 
1898,  but  provision  is  made  for  allotment 
notes  not  exceeding  one  month's  wages  in 
favour  of  original  creditors.  The  prohi- 
bition of  advances  is  made  applicable  to 
foreign  shij)s  as  to  vessels  of  the  UnitiMl 
Stat^.  The  Act  appeal's  to  Her  Majesty's 
Government  to  be  directed  against  crimp- 
ing. In  those  circumstances  Her  Majesty's 
Government  have  not  thought  it  neces- 
sary to   enter  into  any   negotiations  at 

*  See  The  Pnrlinmcntnry  Dcbntes  [Fourth 
1  Serie«J,  Vol.  Ixxv.,  page  1363. 
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present  on  the  subject.      The  Act  will  be! 
closely  watched.  I 

SCHOOL     BOARD     REGISTERS     IN 

SCOTLAND.  I 

Mr.  WEIR:  I  beg  to  ask  the  First | 
Lord  of  the  Treasury,  in  view  of  the  fad 
that  a  large  number  of  persons  in  Scot- 
land who  vote  in  Parliamentary  and 
county  council  elections  are  disqualified 
to  vote  for  school  board  candidates  bj 
reason  of  their  rentals  being  less  than  £4. 
upwards  of  3,000  crofters  and  fishermen 
out  of  3,160  being  thus  disqualified  in 
the  Island  of  Lewis  alone,  will  he  saj 
whether,  having  regard  to  his  recent  pro 
inise,  he  has  yet  been  able  to  consider  the 
School  Board  Electorate  (Scotland)  Bill 
now  before  the  House,  and  if  he  is  pre- 
pared to  support  it. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  We  do  not 
propose  to  sanction  any  change  in  the 
law  at  present. 

Mr.  weir  :  Will  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman  consider  the  Bill  which  stands  in 
my  name  1 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  I  have  not 
seen  it. 


LADYSMITH    REJOICINGS— DISTUR- 
BANCES   AT    BELFAST. 

Mr.  MACALEESE  (Monaghan,  N.) : 
I  beg  to  ask  Mr.  Attorney  General  for 
Ireland  whether  the  town  clerk  of  Bel- 
fast has  received  73  claims  for  compen- 
sation for  malicious  injuries  arising  out 
of  the  late  rejoicings  in  that  city  over  the 
relief  of  Ladysmith  ;  and  can  he  state  the 
exact  amount  of  money  these  claims 
involve. 

Thk  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  fur 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Atkinson,  London- 
<lerTy,  N.) :  The  town  clerk  of  Belfast 
has  received  70  claims,  amounting  to 
£617  12s.  5d.,  for  compeiisjition  for 
malicious  injuries  arising  out  of  the 
recent  disturbances  in  that  city,  which 
were  participated  in,  as  the  hon.  Member 
is  aware,  not  only  bv  a  few  inilividuals 
who  belonged  to  the  Protestant  party, 
but  also  by  a  Roman  Catholic  mob.  The 
number  of  claims  made  by  Roman 
Catholics,  so  far  as  I  can  ascertain,  is  27, 
amounting  to  £172  7s.  6d. ;  by  Pro- 
t^tants,  41,  amounting  to  .£382  Os.  2d. ; 
and  by  8  Jews,  amounting  to  £62  15s.  Dd. 


CORK  INLAND  REVENUE  OFFICE. 

Mr.  DONAL  SULLIVAN  (West- 
meath,  S.) :  On  behalf  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Cork  (Mr.  Maurice  Healy) 
I  l)eg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury  whether  arrangements  have  yet 
been  made  to  transfer  the  Inland  Revenue 
Offices  at  Cork  from  the  Cork  Custom 
House  to  some  more  convenient  neighbour- 
hood, and  what  place  has  been  selected 
fov  the  purpose. 

The  financial  SECRETARY  to 
THE  TREASURY  (Mr.  Hanbury, 
Preston) :  Not  yet.  The  matter  is  the 
subject  of  negotiations  between  the 
Departments  concerned. 

CORK   POST  OFFICE. 

Mr.  J.  F.  X.  O'BRIEN  (Cork) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury, 
as  representing  the  Postmaster  General, 
whether  arrangements  are  now  complete 
so  as  to  permit  the  work  o)i  the  new  post 
office  in  Cork  to  be  begun  ;  and,  if  so, 
when  is  the  work  to  be  })egun. 

Mr.  HANBURY  :  Plans  of  the  altera- 
tions have  been  prepared,  and  are  under 
consideration,  but  they  have  not  yet  been 
finally  approved.  It  is  intended  to  begin 
the  work  during  the  ensuing  financial 
year. 

Capt.un  DONELAN:  AVhat  causeil 
the  delay  1 

Mr.  hanbury  :  I  rather  venture  to 
think  they  wanted  a  better  plan  than  was 
originally  designed. 

RESTRICTIONS  ON  THE  LANDING  IN 
ENGLAND  OF  DOGS  BROUGHT  FROM 
IRELAND. 

Mri.  xVKTHUR  J.  MOORK  (London- 
derry) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Agriculture  whether  he  can  see 
his  way  to  relax  the  restrictions  on  the 
landing  of  dogs  in  England  coming  from 
Ireland  for  breeding  purposes  under 
proper  guarantees. 

Thk  PRESIDENT  of  the  BOARD  of 
ACnUCULTURE  (Mr.  LoMi,  Liverpool, 
AVest  Derby) :  1  do  not  think  it  would  be 
practicable  to  make  any  concession  in 
favour  of  dogs  brought  from  Ireland  for 
the  pui'poses  to  which  the  hon.  Member 
refers  consistently  with  full  security 
against  the  re-introduction  of  rabies.  The 
hon.  Moml>er    will  undei*st^ind  that  the 
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restrictions  in  question  are  of  u  temporary 
character,  to  be  withdrawn  so  soon  as  the 
operations  now  proceeding  \fith  a  vi^w  to 
the  extermination  of  the  disease  in 
Ireland  have  been  attended  with  success. 

Dr.  TANNER:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture 
why  performing  dogs  and  greyhounds 
are  included,  classed  together,  by  the 
English  Board  of  Agriculture,  as  animals 
to  which  they  were  satisfied  concessions 
should  be  made ;  and  how  many  cases  of 
rabies  are  reliably  reported  as  having 
occurred  ni  Great  Britain  and  Wales 
during  the  past  six  months. 

Mil.  LONG  :  With  a  view  to  meet  the 
convenience  of  the  owners  of  the  dogs 
concerned,  we  have  hitherto  seen  our  way 
to  prescribe  special  conditions  for  the 
landing  of  performing  dogs,  and  of  dogs 
entered  to  run  at  certain  coursing  meet- 
ings which  it  was  considered  would 
secure  the  requisite  measure  of  safety, 
but  the  conditions  differ  materially  in  the 
two  cases,  and  they  cannot  be  said  to 
have  been  classed  together.  Six  cases  of 
rabies  are  known  to  have  occurred  since 
the  1st  September  last,  the  last  being  on 
the  10th  November,  but  two  of  these 
were  cases  in  which  the  dog  had  been 
placed  under  restrictions. 

RABIES  IN   IRELAND. 

l)u.  TANNER :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Vice- 
President  of  the  Department  of  Agricul- 
ture for  Ireland  how  many  cases  of 
rabies  are  reliably  reported  and  authenti- 
cated as  having  occurred  during  the  past 
three  and  six  months  respectively  in 
Ireland  ;  whether  any  toxic  results  have 
l)cen  demonstrated ;  and  upon  what 
eA'idence  the  diagnosis  of  "labies  was 
founded. 

The  VICE-PRESIDENT  of  the  DE- 
PARTMENT OF  AGRICULTURE  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Plunketf,  Dublin 
County,  S.) :  Eighteen  authenticated 
eases  of  rabies  were  reported  from  the 
whole  of  Ireland  during  the  six  months 
ended  28th  February,  and  of  these,  eight 
cases  occuired  during  the  past  three 
months.  Toxic  results  were  demonstrated 
in  eleven  of  the  eighteen  cases.  The 
diagnosis  of  rabies  in  all  these  cases  was 
founded  either  upon  experimental  investi- 
gation by  what  is  known  as  the  Pasteur 
inoculation  method,  or,  where  such  inves- 
tigation wjus   not  practicable,    upon   the 


results  of  careful  inquiries  made  at  the 
place  of  outbreak  by  qualified  veterinary 
inspectors. 

DOG  MUZZLING  IN  KING'S  COUNTY. 

Mr.  CAREW  (Dublin,  College  Green) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of  the  Board 
of  A^culture  whether  he  can  state  when 
he  will  withdraw  the  muzzling  order  now 
in  force  in  the  King's  County  part  of 
Edenderry  Union,  seeing  that  no  case  of 
rabies  has  occurred  in  this  area  for  a  con- 
siderable period,  and  that  the  order  does 
not  extend  to  the  adjoining  parts  of  the 
union  situate  in  Meath  and  Kildare, 
within  a  very  short  distance  of  the  town 
of  Edenderry. 

Mk.  PLUNKETT  :  The  unit  of  area 
for  the  purposes  of  the  muzzling  of  dogs 
Order  is  the  administrative  county,  and 
not  the  poor  law  union.  I  hope  it  will 
be  found  possible  to  withdraw  the  Order 
from  the  whole  of  King's  County  in  the 
course  of  next  month. 

AGUK  ULTURAL  AND  TECHNICAL 
EDUCATION  IN  COUNTY  MONAGHAN. 

Mr.  .MACALEESE  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Agricultiu^ 
for  Ireland  what  steps,  if  any,  have  been 
taken  to  extend  to  County  Monaghan 
such  l>enefits  as  mav  exist  in  the  new 
law  relating  to  agriculture  and  technical 
education. 

Mr.  PLUNK?:TT:  No  special  steps 
have  vet  been  taken  in  the  direction 
indicated  in  the  question,  and  until  the 
new  Department  has  been  fully  con- 
stituted it  cannot  Ije  stated  what  action 
may  be  taken. 

IKISH    COERCION     ACT,     1887— 
SUCUIESTEI)  REPEAL. 

Mr.  JAMES  O'CONNOR  (Wicklow, 
W.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury  if  he  will  signalise  Her  Majesty's 
^'isit  to  Ireland  by  introtlucing,  during 
the  present  session,  a  Bill  to  repeal  the 
Irish  Coercion  Act  of  1887. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  No  i>art  of 
Ireland  is  at  present  proclaimed  under 
the  Crimes  Act,  as  the  House  and  hou. 
Members  are  perhaps  aware. 

Mr.  JAMES  O'CONNOR:  Is  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  aware  that  the 
Crimes  Act  does  exist,  and  is  at  the  dis- 
posal of  the  Lonl  Lieutenant  ] 
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Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  That  is  tnie. 

Mr.  JAMES  O'CONNOR  :  And  that's 
the  point  of  my  question. 

HOUSmO  OF  THE  WORKING  CLASSES 

BILL. 

Mr.  THORNTON  (Clapham)  :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
whether  lie  can  state  when  it  is  proposed 
to  take  the  Second  Reading  of  the  Hous- 
ing of  the  Working  Classes  Act  (1890) 
Amendment  Bill. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  The  Bill  will 
not  be  taken  this  week.  I  can  give  no 
more  definite  pledge  on  the  subject. 

BUSINESS  OF  THE  HOUSE. 
Mr.  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.) :  I  bes  to 
ask  the  Attorney  General  for  Ireland 
a  question  with  regard  to  the  Tithe  Rent- 
charge  (Ireland)  Bill  and  the  Charitable 
Loans  (Ireland)  Bill — namely,  whether  he 
will  give  the  Irish  Members  a  promise 
that  he  will  not  take  the  Second  Reading 
of  either  of  these  Bills  without  a  week's 
notice. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  think  that, 
perhaps,  that  question  should  more  pro- 
perly be  directed  to  me  than  to  my  right 
hon.  friend.  I  am  anxious  to  give  the 
Irish  Members,  and,  indeed,  any  section 
of  the  House,  as  long  notice  as  I  can  of 
the  taking  of  Bills  in  which  they  are 
interested.  But,  as  I  have  before 
observed,  a  Government  may  hamper 
itself  too  much  by  pledges  of  this  kind, 
so  that  it  would  be  almost  impossible  to 
conduct  the  business  of  the  House,  as 
accidents  may,  and  do,  occur.  I  will  do 
my  best,  however,  to  meet  the  wishes  of 
hon.  Members,  but  I  cannot  give  any 
more  definite  pledge. 

Mr.  DILLON  :  Surely  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  will  recognise  that  under  the 
peculiar  circumstances  in  which  Irish 
Members  are  placed  they  ought  to  have 
some  assurance  in  reference  to  the  two 
important  Bills  in  which  they  are  so 
deeply  interested.  Yet  he  has  given  us 
no  assurance  at  all. 

Mr,  a.  J.  BALFOUR  :  I  am  sure  that 
the  hon.  Gentleman  and  his  friends  vrill 
upon  reflection  see  that  I  do  my  very  best 
to  meet  their  wishes  on  matters  connected 
with  Ireland.  I  am  extremely  anxious  to 
meet  their  desire,  and  will  certainly  do  my 
best  in  the  case  of  these  particular  Bills. 


Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  (Lynn  Regis) : 
I  desire  to  ask  a  question  in  re^rd  to  the 
Finance  Bill.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
may  be  aware  that  it  is  not  yet  printed. 
He  may  also  be  aware  that  sometimes 
Bills  as  low  down  as  No.  5  on  the  Orders 
of  the  Day,  which  is  the  position  occu- 
pied by  this  Bill  to-night,  are  unexpectedly 
brought  on.  Will  he  give  us  an  assur- 
ancie  that  this  Bill  will  not  be  taken  to- 
day, nor  until  it  is  printed  1  Can  he  also 
state  definitely  when  it  will  be  taken  *? 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  It  certainly 
will  not  be  taken  to-night.  I  should  be 
sorry  to  give  any  absolute  pledge,  but  my 
hope  is  that  the  Second  Reading  may  be 
taken  on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  JAMES  LOWTHER  (Kent,  Tha- 
net) :  AVhen  is  the  War  Loan  Bill  to  be 
taken  1 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  :  To-morrow. 


NEH^  BILLS. 


CENSUS  (IRELAND). 

The  attorney  GENERAL  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Atkinson,  Londonderry, 
N.):  I  have  to  ask  leave  to  introduce  a 
Bill,  to  enable  the  census  to  l)o  taken  in 
Ireland.  (The  right  hon.  Gentleman's 
voice  was  inaudible  in  the  gallery,  but  he 
was  understood  to  state  that  the  measure 
was  practically  identical  with  the  English 
Bill,  there  being  only  one  or  two  altera- 
tions on  minor  points  to  meet  the  special 
needs  of  Ireland.) 

.Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN  (Kilkenny) : 
Does  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  propose 
to  take  a  census  of  the  Irish-speaking 
people  ] 

Mr.  ATKINSON  :  Ye«,  Sir. 

Bill  for  taking  the  Census  for  Ireland 
in  the  year  one  thousand  nine  hundred 
and  one,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr. 
Attorney  General  for  Ireland  and  Mr. 
Gerald  Balfour. 

CENSUS  (IRELAND)  BILL. 

"For  taking  the  Census  for  Ireland 
in  the  year  one  thousand  nine  hundred 
and  one,"  presented,  and  read  the  first 
time;  to  be  read  a  second  time  upon 
Monday  next,  and  to  be  printed.  [Bill 
120.] 
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AGlilCULTUKAL    HOLDINGS. 

*The  president  of  the  BOARD 
OF  AGRICULTURE  (Mr.  Long,  Liver- 
pool, West  Derby) :  I  rise  to  ask  leave  to 
introduce  a  Bill  to  amend  the  Agricultural 
Holdings  Act,  and  I  hope  it  will  not  be 
necessary  for  me  to  say  more  than  a  few 
words  upon  it.  We  have  taken  the 
fimdamental  principle  which  underlies 
the  existing  Act  of  dealing  with  this 
subject — namely,  that  the  measure  of 
compensation  shall  l>e  the  value  to  the 
incoming  tenant  of  the  improvement 
effected  by  the  outgoing  tenant.  As  the 
law  stands  at  present,  the  tenant  makes 
his  claim  and  the  landlord  has  a  right  to 
make  a  claim  as  a  set  off  against  that  of 
the  tenant,  the  amount  of  the  landlord's 
claim  being  limited  to  that  of  the  tenant's 
claim.  We  propose  to  improve  the 
tenant's  position,  and  to  enable  him  to 
claim  for  certain  improvements  which  he 
has  not  now  the  power  to  do.  For  in- 
stance, the  Bill  wnll  enable  him  to  claim 
for  all  corn  consumed  on  the  farm, 
whether  grown  on  it  or  not.  The  Bill  also 
simplifies  the  machinery  under  which  the 
claim  can  be  established,  by  bringing  in 
the  Arbitration  Act  in  an  amended  form. 
Both  tenant  and  landlord  will  be  able  to 
bring  their  claims  before  the  same  tri- 
bunal ;  and  whereas  at  present  the 
only  claims  which  can  be  so  settled 
are  claims  arising  under  the  Agricultural 
Holdings  Act,  the  Bill  enables  all  claims, 
including  those  arising  under  the  common 
law,  to  be  dealt  with  in  one  arbitration. 
We  propose  that  there  shall  be  a  single 
arbitrator ;  we  abolish  the  present 
statutory  obligation  to  have  a  referee  and 
umpire,  and  we  give  the  landlord  and 
tenant  the  greatest  freedom  in  the 
procedure  for  establishing  their  claims. 
The  machinery  we  set  up  should  do  much 
to  diminish  the  expense  of  a  settlement. 
The  tenant  will  no  longer  be  required 
to  give  notice  of  his  claim.  Formerly,  if 
he  failed  to  give  notice  he  not  only  lost 
all  the  rights  he  enjoyed  under  the  Act, 
l>ut  he  prejudiced  his  other  rights.  We 
provide  that  no  notice  shall  now  be 
necessarv,  but  the  claim  must  be  made 
within  three  months  of  the  termination 
(^f  the  tenancy.  Penal  rents  are  alto- 
gether abolished,  and  certain  ambiguities 
in  the  law  of  distress  are  removed.  The 
schedule  under  which  the  tenant  claims 
compensation  is  amended,  and  the  Board 
of  Agriculture  is  introduced  as  the  govern- 
ing   authority    injstead    yf    the    County 


Court,  in  the  ease  where  the  landlord  has 
to  borrow  money  to  pay  compensation 
and  charge  the  estate  with  the  loan.  In 
this  and  other  ways  the  procedure  for 
the  settlement  of  difierences  between 
landlord  and  tenant  will,  we  hope,  be 
cheapened  and  simplified.  I  believe  that 
the  measure  is  a  practical  and  business- 
like one,  and  I  trust  that  the  House  will 
give  it  impartial  consideration,  in  order 
that  we  may  settle  once  for  all  the 
differences  between  owners  and  occupiers 
of  land. 

Sir  J.  FEKGUSSON  :  I  suppose  the 
Bill  applies  only  to  England  ? 

*Mk.  LONG:  To  Great  BriUin  onlv. 

*Mn.  CHANNING  (Northampt^jn^hirc, 
E.) :  I  should  like  to  sav  one  or  two  words 
upon  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's  state- 
ment. In  the  first  place  I  think  that  all 
interested  in  this  question  will  welcome 
some  of  the  proposals  he  has  foreshadowed, 
and  will  be  inclined  to  think  that  they  are 
a  step  in  the  right  direction.  The  Bill 
would  seem  to  be  rather  a  Bill  for  the 
improvement  of  the  machinery  for  deter- 
mining mutual  claims  and  right«  of  land- 
lord and  tenant  than  for  making  larger 
reforms.  The  arbitration  proposal  would 
be  welcomed  as  tending  to  cheapen  and 
simplify  the  procedure  of  the  Act.  My 
right  hon.  friend  has  referred  to  one 
or  two  minor  alterations  of  the  law  and 
to  the  extension  of  the  Schedules  for 
tenants'  improvements  which  he  proposes 
to  make,  but  I  could  not  help  noticing 
one  serious  omission  from  his  description 
of  the  Bill.  There  was  no  reference 
in  his  spt^ech  to  two  such  questions  as 
compensation  for  laying  down  permanent 
pasture,  or  for  increased  fertility  from 
continuous  hii^h  farming,  provision  for 
which  the  workiui'  tenants  ri  the  countrv 
have  demanded  as  necessary  to  any  satis- 
factorv  Amendment  of  the  Aoricultural 
Holdings  Act.  If  I  am  to  interpret  thesilence 
of  th<»  right  hon.  Gentleman  as  meaning 
that  there  is  no  attempt  in  the  Bill  to 
deal  with  two  such  important  questions, 
which  have  so  long  exel^•ised  the  thoughts 
of  agriculturists,  and  have  been  voiced  by 
them  on  so  many  occasions,  I  very  much 
regret  it,  for  we  know  it  has  long  been 
felt  that  tenant  farmers — who  at  great  cost 
to  themselves  have  carried  out  the  highly 
advantageous  improvement  of  layinc  down 
permanent  pasture,  when  it  is  well  done, 
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and   who    have   also  added  fertility    to  '  brought  in  by  Mr.  Long,  Mr.  Solicitor 

the  land  by  continuous  high  farming  —  I  General,  and  the  Lord  Advocate. 

ought    to    be  considered.     '  If     no     at- ; 

tempt     is     made    to    deal     in    the  Bill  |      AGRICULTURAL  HOLDINGS  BILL. 

with   these  things    I    fear    it    will  lead  i      »<To  amend  the  Law  relating  to  Agri- 

to   a  good  deal  of  discussion  when  the    cultural  Holdings,"  presented,  and  reafl 

measure  is  before  the  House.      My  right    the  first  time ;  to  be  read  a  second  time 

hon  friend  is  well  aware  that  the  strongest    upon  Monday  next,   and  to  be  printed. 

expressions  of  opinion  have  been  given  by  '  [Bill  121.] 

our  Chambers  of  Agriculture  in  favour  of  '  


SKPPLY. 


accepting   the   recommendations    of    the 

Committee  appointed  l)3'tho  Chamlicra  to 

deal  with  those  subjects  as  the  minimum  AiiMV  Estimates. 

of    concession  to  working  agriculturists.        r\  ^     e     m 

But  the  proposals  fell  far  short  of  even  the        ^^^der  for  Committee  read. 

very  moderate  standai'd  set  up  by  the  ,„  ,v^x,v,,*.  ,,^.,  .,r«.^,. 
Chambei^.  I  cannot  sit  down  without  TiieUNI)EPvSECRKTARV(>fSTA  fK 
offering  a  comment  on  the  singular  ^^^  ^^  ^K  (Mr.  AVyndham,  Dover): 
contrast  presented  between  the  belated  !  -^^^^^  moving  that  you,  Sir,  do  now  leave 
introduction  of  a  Bill  which  is  to  fulfil  the  chair,  I  feel  that  I  owe  to  this  House 
pledges  given  again  and  again  by  '  s^™®  account  of  the  ol:»ject8  to  be  covered 
Ministers,  but  postponed  year  after  year  i  ^V  ^^P  ^^7  Estimates,  and  some  ex- 
— no  doubt  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  right  !  Pja'?»tio"  of  the  form  m  which  these 
hon.  Gentleman^s  friends— and  the  action  :  Estimates  are  presented  this  year.  The 
of  the  Gkjvernment,  which  shortly  after  it ;  Estimates  are  altogether  exceptional  -in 
came  into  power  devoted  so  much  time  to  !  ^^^,  ^^^  Pl^^^e,  of  course,  in  respect  of 
carrying  the  Agricultural  Rates  Bill  when  .  ^^^eir  magnitude,  but  also  because  they 
the  question  was  the  relief  of  the  landlords,  present  some  features  which  are  novel  in 
During  the  sessions  of  1893  and  1894  we  o"^  procedure,  and  the  nature  and  the 
had  t^)  listen  to  furious  aiul  fervid  declama-  necessity  of  which  demand  some  words 
tion  about  tlu^  sufferings  of  distressed  ^om  me.  rhesc  Estimates  have  boeii 
agriculturists, on  Motions  of  Adjournment,  framed  for  the  purpose  of  eftectnig  four 
about  once  a  fortnight.  And  we  remember  ;  P^n^ipal  objects.  Hon.  Members  who 
the  prolonged  and  passionate  debates  with  |  ^^ve  m  their  hands  a  copy  of  the  P:sti 
which  the  Agricultural  Kate  Act  was  intro-  "^^tes  will  find  on  page  6,  under  four 
duced  in  1896.  I  think  we  can  all  under- '  columns  lettered  a,  b,  c,  and  d,  adiscrimi- 
standhowtheenthusiasmthenshownforthe  ,  nation  between  the  totals  which  are  set 


tenant  farmers  of  this  country  ceased  as 
soon  as  certain  millions  were  ear-marked 
for  the  benefit  of  the  landlords,  with  the 


apart  for  each  one  of  those  four  principal 
objects.  The  first  principal  object  is  the 
further  prosecution  of  inis  war.     I  feel 


result  that  we  have  had  to  wait  five  years  \^^^.  I  ^^^^^^^  l>e  hardly  justified  m  en- 
before  any  attempt  is  made  to  deal  with  I  barging  at  any  great  length  this  afternoon 
the  case  of  the  tenants  in  reference  to  a  j  ^n  that  section  of  the  subjects  covered 
subject  which  occupies  five-sixths  cf  the  ^V  ^^^  Estimates.  The  sum  set  apart 
Report  of  the  Roval  Commission.  And  ^^^  the  further  prosecution  of  the  war 
now  we  have  this  Bill  brought  in  in  a  ?^^^»^^^  little  more  than  £31,500,000. 
speech  lasting  less  than  five  minutes,  and  i  ^^^  l^^^^r  of  the  Opposition  has  more 
under  a  Rule  which  only  allows  one  other  ^"^n  once  most  patnotically  assured  us 
speech  to  l)e  made.  I  venture  to  think  I  :  that,  speaking  for  those  who  follow  his  lead, 
am  justified  in  drawing  attention  to  the  '  ^^  will  not  stmt  the  Government  m  any 
enormous  contrast  between  the  way  in  |  provision  for  which  they  may  ask  for  the 
which  the  Government  acted  on  behalf  of  prosecution  of  the  war.  He  leaves  to  us 
the  landlord  class  and  the  scanty  and  be- '  the  responsibility,  and  reserves  to  himself 
lated  attention  they  are  now  giving  to  the  ?nd  his  fnends  the  right  of  su})8e(juent 
demands  of  the  working  tenant  farmers  inquiry  and  cnticism.  That  being  so, 
of  this  country.  ,  and  seemg  that  dunng  the  debate  on  the 

I  Address  1  had  occasion  to  speak  at  some 
AGRICULTUKAL  HOLDINGS.  |  length  about  the  war  proper,*  I  feel  that 

Bill    to    amend    the   Law  relating  to  '      See   The   Parlmm-ntary  DehaUs    [Founh 
Agricultural    Holdings,    ordered    to    l>e  I  SerieH],  ^'ol.  Ixxviii.,  page  316. 
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this  afternoon  I  am  not  called  upon  to 
repeat  that  speech,  because  it  would  be 
mere  repetition.     I  should  cover  the  same 

f'ound,  but  in  place  of  the  amounts  which 
then  gave  I  should  be  able  to  give  a 
higher  total  for  the  men,  the  horses,  the 
stores,  and  the  transports  which  have  been 
concentrated  in  South  Africa.  I  am  very 
loth  to  parade  those  totals.  When  I  have 
given  these  mere  enumerations,  I  have 
done  so  under  the  sincere  belief  that  they 
were  the  subjects  of  legitimate  curiosity. 
But  I  find  that  my  action  has  been  mis- 
construed in  quarters  outside  ;  and  that 
when  I  give  figures  I  am  accused  of 
endeavouring  to  snap  a  Ijolt  in 
favour  of  the  War  Office  administration. 
Nothing  has  ever  been  further  from  my 
mind.  I  believe  that  many  lessons  are 
to  be  learnt  from  the  war,  and  I  hope  as 
ardently  as  anyone  that  lessons  will  be 
learnt  from  the  war  and  turned  to  the 
best  possible  account.  These  figures 
generally  provide  for  the  pay,  subsistence, 
clothing,  transport,  and  stores  of  the 
forces  actually  in  South  Africa,  and  I  can 
only  this  afternoon  reply  by  anticipation 
to  some  of  the  questions  which  have 
appeared  on  the  Paper.  The  right  hon. 
Baronet  the  Member  for  the  Forest  of 
Dean  has  put  down  a  somewhat  long  and 
detailed  question  in  respect  of  the 
colonial  forces  in  South  Africa.  Now  I 
am  not  able  to  answer  this  except  in  an 
approximate  manner.  W^hat  I  said  the 
other  day  is  still  true.  These  forces,  both 
the  force  raised  in  South  Africa  and  the 
other  forces  offered  to  us  by  our  self- 
governing  colonies  are  still  increasing 
factors,  and  therefore  it  is  not  possible  to 
give  the  exact  total.  In  this  Estimate,  in 
order  to  cover  all  the  numbers  which 
might  possibly  come  in^  we  are  setting 
the  total  down  at  35,000,  and  the  num- 
bers up  to  the  latest  •!  have— February  26 
— are — Of  South  African  forces,  21,240  ; 
from  other  colonies  already  in  South 
Africa,  4,829  ;  and  on  passage  or  under 
orders,  3,204,  or  8,033  from  our  other 
self-governing  colonies,  making  a  grand 
total  in  South  Africa,  or  under  orders,  of 
29,273.  The  House  will  see  that  we  have 
left  ourselves  a  margin  of  something  more 
than  another  5,000  in  case  those 
forces  increase,  as  probably  they  will. 
The  right  hon.  Baronet  haq  also  put  a 
number  of  questions  as  to  the  rate  of  pay 
and  conditions  upon  which  the  services  of 
these  forces  have  been  accepted.  With 
regard  to  the  South  African  forces  I  need 

Mff  JFijndhnin, 


not  repeat  what  I  have  already  told  the 
House  as  to  the  original  terms.  With 
regard  to  the  other  seli-goveming  colonies 
they  were  to  put  the  men  down  at  their 
own  charge  in  South  Africa,  and  from  the 
date  of  disembarkation  the  Imperial 
Government  take  them  over  at  Imperial 
rates,  pay,  allowance,  and  pension,  and 
undertook  to  take  them  back.  But  our 
colonies  have  behaved  with  so  much 
patriotism  in  this  respect  that  a  time 
came  when  it  was  felt  that  we  might 
increase  largely  those  terms ;  and  in 
respect  of  those  under  orders  and  future 
contingents  we  propose  to  undertake  the 
whole  burden  of  transpoit  from  the  day 
they  set  foith.  Then  I  come  to  the  lociil 
South  African  forces  raised  there.  Here 
the  question  is  very  complicated,  and  I 
do  not  believe  that  a  detailed  statement 
can  be  made.  There  were  in  South 
Africa  a  number  of  constitutional  forces 
receiving  traditional  rates  of  pay.  Some 
were  raised  on  these  lines  at  an  early 
date  ;  some  were  raised  at  the  instance  of 
Sir  Alfred  Milner  and  Sir  George  White. 
When  I  was  speaking  during  the  debate 
I  found  myself  confronted  with  this 
criticism,  that  we  had  not  been  ready  or 
prompt  enough .  in  responding  to  such 
appeals.  But  I  was  able  to  prove  to  the 
House  that  we  only  lost  a  week  in  the 
attempt  to  grapple  with  this  very  difficult 
problem  of  the  different  rates  of  pay. 
What  would  have  been  said  if,  in  response 
to  Sir  Alfred  Milner,  who  was  under  the 
apprehension  of  a  rebellion,  and  what 
would  have  been  said  if,  in  response 
to  the  appeal  of  Sir  George  White,  who 
was  repelling  the  invasion  of  Natal,  we 
had  haggled  over  those  details  as  to 
rates  of  pay  l  In  my  judgment — I  do 
not  know  whether  I  am  right  or  wrong — 
that  would  not  have  been  the  oidy,  or 
the  most  mischievous,  consequence  of 
such  action  on  our  part.  We  might 
have  throttled  with  red  tape  the  new 
birth  of  a  force  which  we  may  live  to  see 
revolutionise  the  pro]>lem  of  Imperial  de- 
fence ;  and  that  is  why  I  deprecate  any 
detailed  discussion  in  this  House  of  ques- 
tions arising  out  of  the  terms  of  these 
offers  which  were  made  and  the  rates  of 
pay  acconlcd.  The  Dominion  of  Canada, 
the  self-governing  colonies  of  Australia, 
New  Zealand,  and  many  other  depen- 
dencies of  the  Grown  came  forward,  not 
under  an  obligation  but  of  their  own  free 
will»  to  assist  us  when  we  went  to  the 
assistance  of  their  sister  colonies  in  the 
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Cape  and  Natal.  They  did  not  fulfil  a 
contract ;  they  obeyed  the  instinct  of  an 
Imperial  race ;  and  that  being  so  we 
must  wait  for  the  development  of  years 
before  we  can  hope  to  grapple  in  detail 
with  the  very  interesting  question  which 
will  arise  out  of  thi§  employment  of  the 
colonial  forces  side  by  side  with  Regulars 
at  different  rates  of  pay.  I  may  be 
sanguine,  but  I  think  it  is  cjuite  possi1>le 
that  our  colonies,  discovering  and  re- 
joicing in  their  new-found  strength  and 
welcoming  the  opportunity  which  is 
theirs,  may  phiy  a  very  great  part  in  the 
future  evolution  of  this  Empire,  and  will 
seek,  not  indeed  to  perpetuate  these 
ttplendid  efforts  they  have  made  from 
year  to  year,  but  to  render  their  repeti- 
tion more  easy  by  adopting  some  kind 
of  organisation  on  prearranged  lines.  If 
that  be  so,  if  it  be  true,  we  may  look  for- 
ward almost  with  hope  to  a  time  when 
in  Canada,  Australasia,  and  I  will  add  in 
South  Africa  also,  we  may  see 
forces  akin  to  our  own — Militia  and 
Volunteers — rising  up  where  they  do  not 
now  exist,  and  bemg  perfected  where,  as 
in  the  case  of  Canada,  they  already  exist 
in  large  numbers.  If  we  may  look  foi-- 
ward  to  that  time,  to  the  time  when  the 
colonies  see  fit  to  select  and  test  the 
military  merits  in  time  of  peace  of  those 
among  the  colonial  subjects  of  the  Queen 
to  whom,  and  to  whom  only,  they  will 
accoi-d  the  coveted  post  of  honour  in  times 
of  Imperial  danger — if  that  be  not  too 
visionary,  I  can  appeal  to  the  House 
whether  we,  the  representative  Assembly 
of  this  country,  are  not  likely  to  be  guilty 
of  a  want  of  tact  if  we  discuss  too  fully 
what  are  after  all  the  affairs  of  other  self- 
governing  dependencies  of  the  Crown. 
It  is  for  them  to  act  and  not  for  us,  in 
my  opinion,  with  our  vast  accumulated 
wealth,  even  to  solicit  too  earnestly  any 
assistance  from  our  colonies  in  view  of 
their  voluntary  offers  during  the  last  few 
months.  Under  this  first  column  there 
are  many  other  subjects  on  which  it  is 
difficult  to  speak,  but  harder  not  to  spt^ak 
at  all.  In  introducing  these  Estimates  I 
must  be  allowel  to  pay  my  passing 
tribute  to  the  heroism  of  our  troops,  to 
the  stoical  tenacity  of  Sir  George  tVhite 
at  Ladysmith,  to  the  promptitude  and 
versatility  of  the  Naval  Brigade,  to  the 
dogged  determination  of  Sir  Red  vers 
BuUer,  to  the  swift  precision  of  the 
cavalry  movements  which  have  been 
directed  by  General  French,  and  to  the 


yeomen  service  of  the  African  colonial 
division,  which  has  been  put  to  such  a 
good  purpose  by  that  vetisran  of  colonial 
and  border  warfare.  General  Bralmnt. 
All  have  won  laurels,  but  of  all  who  have 
won  them  the  Irish  regiments  by  their 
dash  and  valour  and  the  price  they  have 
paid  are  entitled  to  the  post  of  honour  ; 
all  have  won  laurels,  andall  have  co-operated 
to  crown  with  success  the  deep-laid  strategy 
of  Lord  Roberts  and  Lord  Kitchener. 
These  successes  have  been  so  welcome 
that  they  may  no  doul>t  -and  we  believe 

j  and  hope  they  will — accelerate  the  happy 
issue  of  this  campaign  ;  but  they  do  not, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  (tovernment,  justify 

I  any  diminution  of  provision  at  present  for 
the  future  conduct  cf  the  campaign.  The 
financial  course  of  this  war — and  it  is  that 
with  which  we  have  to  deal — although  it 
may  ultimately,  does  not  immediately 
alter  with  the  fluctuations  of  failure  and 
of  success.  It  depends  upon  the  difficulty 
and  the  cost  of  maintainmg  a  huge  army 
in  the  field  in  a  distant  country  which  is 
destitute  of  surplus  supplies ;  and  the 
Government  feel  that  it  would  l>e  rash,  at 
all  events  at  present,  to  think  that  the 
months  during  which  that  army  may  have 
to  remain  there  are  likely  to  be  materi- 
ally shortened.  We  arc  taking  in  this 
War  Estimate  what  we  believe  U)  be 
enough  money  to  prosecute  our  efforts  at 
what  1  may  call  full  pressure  for  another 
full  period  of  six  months.  One  need  not 
necessarily  believe  that  there  will  be  fight- 
ing going  on  all  that  time,  but  as  we  think 
there  may  be  a  possibility  of  large 
numbers  of  troops  being  in  the  field  wo 
are  making  provision  for  carrying  on  our 
efforts,  if  I  may  say  so  put  it,  at  half- 
pressure  for  a  further  period  of  six  months. 
The  House  will  see  that  such  an  estimate 
must  be  highly  speculative.  There  will 
be  no  abrupt  transition  between  the  war 
at  full  pressure  and  the  war  at  half-pres- 
sure, and  the  Estimate  has  })een  difficult 
to  frame.  The  only  fact  we  have  to  go 
upon  is  the  fact  that  the  P]stimate  of 
£23,000,000  for  the  conduct  of  this  war 
up  to  the  end  of  March  will  be,  we  think, 
very  closely  realised.  Basing  our  calculi  - 
tions  on  that  we  have  to  take  two  con- 
siderations into  account.  These  charge; , 
including  the  £23,000,000,  have  been  in- 
creasing charges  on  a  scale  which  has 
ascended  in  proportion  to  the  greater 
efforts  we  have  had  to  make.  On  the 
other  hand,  that  £2.S,()()0,0uo  nichuitrH  the 
prime  charges,  the  heavy  cost  of  transport 
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in  this  country.  Calculated  in  that  way  we  '  Army,  including  not  only  the  companies 
think  that  this  sura  of  31  i  millions  will  i  who  have  gone  to  South  Africa,  but  the 
prove  sufficient  for  ever}i>hing  except ,  companies  who  are  waiting  in  readiness 
what  I  may  call  the  final  charges.  \Vo  i  at  home,  15,000  ;  and  for  the  gain  from 
are  not  asking  for  one  penny  in  this  Esti-  recruiting — not  the  total  gain  from  re- 
mate  for  winaing  up  and  liquidating  the  I  cruiting,  but  the  gain  from  recruiting 
transaction,  bringing  the  troops  home,  i  which  arises  from  the  fact  that  discharges 
and  giving  them  gratuities  at  the  end  of  have  been  stopped,  and  which,  therefore, 
the  war.  Then  turning  to  the  conduct  of  may  justly  be  put  down  as  due  to  the 
the  war,  I  will  ask  hon.  Members  to  war — 17,000.  And  then  there  is  a  small 
follow  me  by  turning  to  the  thii<l  column  figure,  *ih\,  for  staff*  and  departmental 
'*  Temporary  increases."  There  is  a  sum  additions,  '^''d  those  figiues  adtloil 
set  down  of  ^6,228,000.  That  is  for  the  together  will  give  a  total  of  217,r>51  men 
emergency  scheme  of  the  Oovernment  to  who  are  voted  to  the  estalilishment 
meet  the  needs  of  defence  which  have  additionally  in  consequence  of  the  war. 
arisen  owing  to  the  fact  that  so  large  a  Having  disposed  of  that  question  that  was 
part  of  the  home  Anny  is  no  longer  put  to  me,  I  come  back  to  the  tigui-o  for 
in  this  country.  I  [X)n  that  point  the  our  emergency  scheme,  and  again,  as  the 
hon.  and  gallant  Memljcr  for  Taunton  has  Leader  of  the  Opposition  has  assiu'ed  me 
asked  me  in  a  question  to  explain  the  that  that  he  will  not  stint  the  Govem- 
additional  numbers  of  this  estimate  of  ment  in  any  demand  which  they  may 
217,551  men.  I  think  this  is  a  convenient  make  for  putting  our  home  defence  during 
opportunity  to  deal  with  that  question  |  this  year  upon  a  satisfactory  basis,  I  may 
because  these  additional  numbers  are  due  !  remind  the  House  that  in  introducing  the 
in  part  to  the  subject  with  which  I  have  '  Supplementary  Estimate*  I  dwelt  on  this 
just  dealt — namely,  the  war,  and  in  part  point  at  some  length,  in  fact  I  think  I 
also  to  the  subject  which  I  propose  to  '  made  six  speeches  in  eight  days  on  the 
deal     with     now — namely,     the     emer- 1  subject.     But  I  have  something  now  to 

fency  scheme  of  home  defence.  !  add  to  what  I  then  said,  as  our  scheme 
he  numbers  are  made  up  as  follows :—  has  l>een  worked  out  in  greater  detail. 
For  calling  up  the  Reserves  to  the  colours,  The  amoiuit  of  money  which  is  l>eing 
S0,000  ;  for  Koyal  Keseive  battalions  taken  for  the  Koyal  Resene  battalions  is 
that  is  to  say,  soldiers  who  have  served  £1,262,000.  This  is  a  very  interesting 
their   time  with  the  colours  and  in  the    experiment      which     we     are     making. 


Reserve,  and  who  have  now  l>een  invited 
for  one  year — we  have  taken  in  this 
Estimate,   50,000.     But,    as    every    one 


We  have  uiiQW  iK'cn  told  by  eer- 
Unn  Members  of  the  House  and 
by  those  outside  who  take  an  interest  in 


knows,  the  Vote  for  men  is  more  of  a  con-  our  militaiy  system,  that  we  have  not  in 
stitutional  safeguard  than  as  an  accurate  this  country  what  they  call  a  proper 
forecast  of  what  is  likely  to  happen,  and  Reserve,  that  the  Army  Reserve  is  really 
although  we  hope  we  shall  get  50,000,  wo  part  of  our  first  line.  I  <[uite  agree  :  I 
do  not  claim  we  shall  get  that  figure,  and  have  always  taken  that  view  ;  but  if  we 
I  believe  my  right  hon.  friend  has,  in  his  have  no  organised  second  Reserve,  no 
memorandum,  taken  a  lower  figure  than  Landwehr,  in  this  countr}'  of  men  who 
that  for  men  who  come  back  to  the  ]  have  been  through  the  Regular  Army, 
colours.  Then,  for  sokliers  transferred  ;  at  any  rate  we  now  find  we  have  an  mi- 
from  the  Indian  to  the  home  establish-  organised  material  to  draw  upon  for  such 
ments,  10,000.  That  covers  all  those  who  a  force.  Invitation  was  our  only  courst*. 
have  been  borrowed  for  the  pui-poses  cf  Many  critics  tell  us  the  time  has  come  to 
the  war,  and  it  also  covers  I  wish  to  command,  and  not  to  ask,  people  to  serve, 
make  it  quite  clear  to  the  House  two  '  Of  course  it  is  said  you  can  do  anything 
battalions  of  native  infantry  who  ,  by  Act  of  Parliament,  but  there  is  one 
have  been  borrowed  from  the  Indian  thing  you  cannot  do  in  a  free  country  by 
establishment  to  take  the  place  of  British  Act  of  Parliament,  and  that  is  to  imj>osc 
JMittalions  at  Ceylon  and  Singapore,  r.r  pcsf  farfo  a  fresh  oliligation  on  a  man 
Then,  for  the  colonial  troops  I  have  who  has  faithfully  discharged  the  original 
given  the  number  of  35,000 ;  for  the  i  contract,  and,  therefore,  we  have  to 
Imperial  Yeomanry,  10,000;  for  the  Im-  -  _       _. 
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perial  Volunteers  who  have  been  placed 
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invite  these  ex-soldiers  of  the  Queen 
to  return  to  the  colours.  We  have 
only  in  such  a  case  to  consider  two  things 
—the  sufficiency  and  the  fitness  of  the 
inducement  you  extend  and  the  loyalty 
of  those  who,  hav  ing  once  had  the  honour 
of  serving  the  country,  are  likely  to  covet 
that  honour  once  moi'e.  The  response 
has  heen  magnificent.  We  asked  the  men 
to  notify  their  desire  to  serve  by  letter 
and  to  enrol  on  the  7th  of  March.  On 
Friday,  the  9th  of  March,  16,097  had 
responded,  and  on  Saturday,  the  day 
before  yesterday,  the  number  had  risen 
to  17,480  men.  Of  those  12,637  are  for 
infantry  and  2,222  artillery.  The  ques- 
tion of  Landwehr  has  been  so  often  dis- 
cussed that,  perhaps,  I  may  say  a  word 
or  two  about  it.  It  is  quite  clear,  as  I 
have  said,  that  we  had  no  claim  on  these 
men,  there  was  no  obligation  upon  them, 
they  had  had  no  retainer ;  and  I  am  not 
quite  convinced  it  would  have  been  wise 
to  put  such  an  obligation  upon  men 
extending  to  so  late  a  period  of  life.  Our 
military  system  and  our  Army  Act  only 
contemplate  a  total  engagement  of  twelve 
years.  That  engagement  is  entered  upon, 
as  a  rule,  at  eighteen  or  nineteen  years  of 
age,  but  the  men  whom  wo  have  invited 
back  are  to  be  up  to  forty-five  years  of 
age.  Now  would  it  be  wise,  even  if  it 
were  possible,  to  invite  a  youne  man  of 
eighteen  or  nineteen  to  bind  himself  to 
make  this  tremendous  sacrifice  when  he 
reaches  mature  manhood  ?  I  am  not  at 
all  sure  such  a  plan  would  be  a  sound  one. 
But  if  that  is  not  done,  if  you  do  not 
invite  a  youth  to  enter  into  this  obliga- 
tion, if  you  do  not  give  him  some  com- 
pensation for  undertaking  it  or  give  him 
some  retaining  fee,  then  it  is  quite  clear 
that  when  you  ask  him  to  make  such 
a  great  sacrifice  you  must  give  him,  not 
merely  pay,  but  what  I  may  call  compen- 
sation for  disturbance ;  and  that  is  whv  we 
feel,  without  being  in  the  least  unfair  to 
aokliers  who  are  serving  with  the  colours 
at  Is.  3d.,  we  can  and  we  ought  to  give  to 
these  men  who  come  back  at  their  own 
free  will  the  bounties  which  are  proposed 
— namely,  £12  on  returning  and  £10  at 
the  end  of  their  term  of  service.  That  is 
an  emergency  scheme,  and  it  is,  if  you 
like,  a  makeshift  scheme;  we  call  our 
schemean  emergency  scheme,ourcritics  call 
it  a  makeshift  scheme.  Of  course,  it  is  in- 
definite ;  but  it  is  very  difficult,  we  find,  to 
satisfy  all  our  critics  in  this  House,  and 
our  critics  who  are  so  numerous,  and  in  a 
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certain  degree  so  authontative,  in  the 
press  outside.  I  do  not  attack  those 
critics.  They  are  in  earnest  in  discussing 
a  problem  of  national  importance.  We 
welcome  this  new  and  deep  interest  in  the 
pmblem  of  interior  defence  ;  but  my  case 
18  that  the  scheme  ought  to  be  an  emer- 
gency scheme,  that  we  ought  not  to 
attempt  at  such  a  period  any  final  and 
complete  and  symmetrical  plan  for  making 
the  whole  of  the  Empire  safe  until  the 
crack  of  doom.  Why,  supposing  we  had' 
made  this  T^andwehr  part  of  our  regular 
scheme,  final,  complete,  and  all  embracing, 
we  should  have  left  quite  out  of  account 
other  forces  at  home,  the  Militia  and 
Volunteers,  which  are  obviously  and  ad- 
mittedly capable  of  much  further  develop- 
ment, and  which  we  propose  to  develop 
under  another  portion  of  this  scheme. 
Now  I  come  to  that  part  of  the  scheme, 
and  I  am  able  to  give  details  in  addition 
to  those  I  gave  the  other  day.  In  the 
first  place,  as  to  the  improvement  of  or« 
ganisation.  We  intend  to  divide  into 
two  that  gentleman  who  is  two  gentle- 
men rolled  into  one,  the  Inspector-Gene- 
ral of  the  Auxiliary  Forces  and  the 
Inspector-General  of  Recruiting.  We 
mean  to  have  one  officer  at  the  War  Office 
in  future  specially  charged  with  the 
Auxiliary  forces,  and  we  mean  to  give  him 
a  staff — two  deputy  assistant  adjutant- 

fenerals,  one  of  whom  will  be  for  the 
lilitia  and  the  other  for  the  Volunteers, 
in  fact  there  will  be  a  separate  branch  of 
the  War  Office  to  deal  with  our  Auxiliary 
forces,  men  who  arepersance  ^ratce  with 
them  and  who  are  specially  qualified  to 
understand  their  interests.  Part  of  our 
scheme  with  respect  to  the  Militia  and 
the  Volunteers  is  an  emergency  scheme, 
but  we  also  have  some  permanent  pro- 
posals of  which  this  is  one.  I  think  it 
will  be  clear  to  the  House  that  we  ought 
not  to  prejudge  too  deeply  our  permanent 
proposals  for  the  Auxiliary  forces  until 
we  have  the  advantage  of  the  new 
organisation  which  we  are  about  to  create. 
It  would  be  absurd  to  prejudice  any 
question  upon  which  we  nave  not  the 
material  to  judee  rightly  and  properly. 
Taking  the  Militia  and  outlining  our 
permanent  proposals  first,  I  have  already 
announced  that  we  shall  give  a  separate 
messing  in  future.  That  will  be  per- 
manent. I  am  not  going  into  great 
detail  as  to  our  permanent  proposals,  but 
as  far  as  I  do  go  the  House  may  accept  it 
as    permanent.      It  \\ill  be  a  separate 
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messing  in  perpetuity  during  training. 
We  intend  to  consolidate,  and  to  increase 
the  bounties  which  are  given  to  the 
Militia.  For  that  some  additional 
obligation  will  have  to  be  under- 
taken, but  I  cannot  put  it  too  clearly  that 
in  asking  the  Militia  to  undertake  the 
additional  obligation  to  serve  abroad 
there  is  no  intention,  or  shadow  or  inten- 
tion, on  the  part  of  the  Government 
that  the  Militia  shall  do  garrison 
duty,  or  that  the  Militia  shall 
go  abroad  cluring  small,  or  even  com- 
paratively large  wars.  The  intention  is 
that  in  return  for  the  additional  bounty 
the  Militia  shall  be  bound  to  do  precisely 
what  they  have  done  during  the  last  few 
months — namely,  come  forward  during  a 
period  of  grave  Imperial  emergency. 
Then  we  think  that  the  training  of  the 
recruit  should  be  for  a  longer  period  than 
at  present — that  he  should  train  for  six 
months ;  and  we  propose  to  create  a  re- 
serve for  the  Militia,  which  is  a  very 
different  thing  to  the  Militia  reserve. 
The  Militia  Reserve  consists  in  taking 
away  part  of  the  Militia  in  order  to  add 
it  to  the  Army  Reserve.  We  propose  to 
create  a  Reserve  for  the  Militia  by  still 
allowing  a  Militiaman  to  purchase  his 
discharge  at  a  very  low  fee,  but  by 
only  allowing  iiim  to  do  that  if 
he  will  undertake  the  ol)ligatiou  to  come 
back  under  such  circumstances  as  those  I 
have  dcscrilied.  Then  we  hope  to  raise 
some  of  the  disbanded  battalions  in  oixler 
that  every  litie  battalion  should  have  its 
proper  complement  of  Militia  battalions. 
We  intend  to  give  the  Militia  full  regi- 
mental transport,  and  we  shall  encourage 
the  Militia,  and  more  especially  the 
officers  of  Militia,  to  associate  themselves 
as  closely  as  possible  with  their  linked 
battalions  in  the  line.  We  shall  give  the 
officers  further  facilities  for  instruction, 
that  being  one  of  the  means  by  which  we 
shall  bring  them  into  closer  touch  with 
their  brother  officers  of  the  line.  That 
is  our  permanent  proposal  for  the  Militia. 
Now  I  come  to  the  emergency  part  of  the 
scheme.  I  need  not  go  into  it  in  detail. 
But  the  whole  Militia  is  to  be  embodied  ; 
and  for  that  it  is  to  be  given  better  terms 
this  year.  The  main  feature  of  the 
scheme  is  that  we  offer  a  bounty  of  X5  to 
every  ex-Militiaman  who  re-enlists  for 
this  year,  and  an  extra  grant  to  every 
Volunteer  of  three  years  efficiency  who 
goes  into  the  Militia.  We  can  estimate 
the  cost  of  the  emergency  part  of  the 
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Militia  scheme  closely ;  we  know  the 
number  of  men  that  will  be  embodied, 
and  so  we  will  say  that  will  account  for 
£3,307,000.  I  now  come  to  the 
Volunteers.  I  will  deal  first  with 
the  emergency  part  of  the  Volunteer 
scheme  which,  as  the  House  knows, 
is  enabling  and  not  mandatory. 
I  wish  the  House  to  understand  distinctly 
that  this  is  an  emergency  scheme  for  this 
year  and  this  year  only,  and  that  we 
adopt  it  in  pursuance  of  the  line  laid 
down  in  the  second  section  of  the  Volun- 
teer Act,  which  provides  that  Volunteers 
may,  of  their  own  accord,  offer  what  is 
known  as  actual  military  service  when 
the  Militia  is  embodied.  I  wish  the 
House  to  keep  it  in  mind  that  it  is  because 
we  are  in  a  year  of  emergency ;  and  it  is 
because  the  Militia  are  embodied,  that 
we  make  these  emergency  proposals  with 
regard  to  the  Volunteers.  AVhat  are  they  t 
We  still  think  that  the  period  of  training 
in  camp  to  be  aimed  at  should  be  twenty- 
eight  days ;  but  in  order  to  give  that 
latitude  which  we  have  promised,  the  pay 
and  capitation  grants  will  be  earned  by 
any  Volunteer  corps  of  which  half  the 
strength  does  fourteen  days  in  camp.  Is 
that  clear  ?  That  is,  if  there  is  a  corps 
of  800  men  and  if  400  do  fourteen  days 
in  camp,  that  corps  will  come  inside  our 
emergency  scheme ;  and  all  the  members 
of  the  corps — officers,  non-commissioned 
officers,  and  men— will  be  paid  at  Army 
rates  of  pay  and  allowances,  and  will  have 
a  capitation  grant  of  two  guineas.  But 
in  the  case  of  those  corps  who  do  not  see 
their  way  to  come  into  our  emergency 
scheme,  we  shall  not  suspend  the  ordinary 
Easter  camping.  They  will  be  able  to 
camp  under  the  current  provisions  at 
Easter  if  they  so  desire. 

*SiR   JOHN    COLOMB    (Great    Yar- 
mouth) :  Is  the  capitation  in  addition  1 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  ;  The  capitation  is 
in  addition  to  the  pay. 

*SiR  JOHN  COLOMB :  Not  in  addiUon 
to  the  present  capitation  ? 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  In  addition  to  the 
present  Volunteer  capitation,  but  not  in 
addition  to  the  present  camping  allow- 
ance. 

General  LAURIE  (Pembroke  and 
Haverfordwest) :    Will     the     capitation 
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grant  be  given  to  the  800  men  if  only 
400  go  into  camp  1 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  Those  who  go  into 
camp  will  earn  the  capitation  grant. 

General  LAUBIE  :  Not  the  re- 
mainder 1 

Mr.  WYNDHAM :  No,  I  do  not  think 
that  that  will  be  so,  but  I  do  not  want  to 
go  into  too  great  detail  now. 

General  LAURIE:  It  is  rather  an 
important  detail. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM:  Surel^r,  what  is 
more  important  is  the  principle  that  if 
half  the  men  do  the  time  in  camp,  they 
will  come  in  upon  the  higher  scale. 
Beyond  that  I  am  not  prepared  to  go  at 
thu  moment.  The  sum  of  money  which 
we  are  taking  for  the  Volunteers  will  be 
J&409,000  for  this  emergency  scheme. 
Then  as  to  the  permanent  proposals  for 
the  Volimteers,  we  have  on  the  Estimates, 
in  addition  to  the  £40,000  for  ranges  last 
year,  a  sum  of  £100,000.  We  are  send- 
ing some  officers  to  Switzerland  in  order 
to  study  the  Swiss  system  on  the  spot. 
We  propose  to  encourage  the  scheme 
associate  with  the  name  of  Lord  Wemyss 
of  Volunteer  Reserves  to  this  extent, 
that  we  shall  give  them  free  ammunition  ; 
and  although  we  do  not  discourage 
the  formation  of  mounted  infantry  by 
Volunteers,  more  particularly  where 
they  do  not  trench  upon  the  pre- 
serves of  the  Yeomanry,  yet,  having 
consulted  many  Volunteers,  we  feel 
that,  except  in  the  case  of  a  few 
corps,  the  Volunteers  wiU  be  putting 
their  money  on  the  wrong  horse  if  they 
go  in  for  mounted  infantry.  Therefore 
we  propose  to  encourage  them  to  put 
their  money  on  bicycles,  or  rather  to  put 
our  money  on  their  bicycles,  because  we 
shall  encourage  every  Volunteer  regi- 
ment to  form  one  company  of  mounted 
infantry  on  bicycles.  To  do  that  we  will 
give  an  extra  capitation  of  £2,  which  will 
amount  to  about  £50,000  a  year.  Then 
we  are  instituting  a  (Committee  of 
Musketry  to  deal  with  this  question  in 
connection  with  the  Volunteers.  We 
think  that  if  we  can  devise  a  plan  of 
graduated  capitation  for  different  degrees 
of  efficiency  in  musketry  the  Volunteer 
might,  if  I  may  borrow  a  phrase  from 
the  Universities,  pass  his  "smalls"  in 
musketry  at  local  ranges,  and  his 
*'  greats  "  at  Salisbury  Plain  or  Altcar. 


To  do  that  we  need  to  co-operate  not  only 
with  Volunteer  corps,  but  with  public 
bodies.  Again,  we  intend  to  give  the 
Volunteers  transport  upon  the  same  scale 
as  the  Militia.  We  also  intend  to  rearm 
the  Volunteers  with  modern  artillery. 
But  that  again  is  a  question  I  cannot 
enter  into  in  detail,  because  it  will  have  to 
be  settled  almost  battery  by  battery 
in  accordance  with  whether  a  corps 
is  now  field  artillery  or  position 
aHillery.  But  in  this  £6,228,000 
we  arc  taking  £750,000  for  semi- 
mobile  guns  and  £50,000  for  hutting, 
for  we  must  take  into  account  the  contin- 
gency that  some  of  the  Army  may  come 
back  while  the  ^lilitia  are  still  embodied. 
I  think  this  is  all  I  have  to  say  upon  this 
point  of  the  emergency  scheme.  It  is  a 
makeshift  scheme,  if  you  like  to  call  it 
that ;  it  is  a  voluntary  scheme,  and  it  is 
an  indefinite  scheme ;  but  I  think  I  have 
defended  it  from  the  criticism  that  has 
been  launched  against  it  upon  those  scores. 
I  said  at  the  outset,  when  dealing  with 
the  Royal  Reserve  battalions,  that  we 
must  not  attempt  a  final  scheme  of  Im* 
perial  defence  and  leave  out  of  account 
the  Militia  and  Volunteers.  But  I  will 
go  much  further,  and  I  will  add  you  can 
no  longer  afford  to  concentrate  the  whole 
of  your  attention  upon  home  defence  and 
home  forces  alone.  If  we  fall  into  that 
error  at  the  instance  of  some  of  our  ciitics 
outside  this  House  who  dwell  upon  con- 
scription, the  Militia  ballot,  and  other 
such  new  devices,  shall  we  not  run  the 
risk  of  creating  a  most  unfortunate  mis- 
apprehension in  our  colonies  ?  May  they 
not  think  that  we  care  only  for  our  home 
defence  1  This  is  not  the  moment  for  a 
final  scheme.  We  cannot  leave  out  of 
accoimt  forces  that  may  be  further  deve- 
loped. We  ought  not,  if  I  may  so  put  it, 
to  dictate  to  our  home  Auxiliary  forces ; 
and  we  ought  not  to  solicit  in  too  pressing 
a  manner  our  colonies  to  come  to  our 
assistance.  What  we  want  are  patience 
and  time.  We  must  await  the  gradual 
evolution  of  these  forces.  If  we  do  that, 
I  for  one  believe  the  moment  will  come 
for  some  far-reaching  co-ordination  of 
voluntary  and  reciprocal  defence  in  all 
parts  of  our  Empire.  Some  say  that 
our  scheme  is  too  small  and  too  volun- 
tary. Others  sav  that  our  scheme 
is  too  hurge;  that  we  are  inviting 
the  auxiliary  forces  of  this  country  to 
make  too  great  a  sacrifice,  and  that  if 
they  respond  to  our  invitation  we  shall 

2  A  2 


615 


Supply 


{COMMONS} 


{Army  Estimates). 


616 


dislocate  the  industry  of  the  country.  I 
think  we  may  set  that  fear  aside.  We 
based  this  proposal  upon  some  offers 
which  were  maae  to  us  before  we  sub- 
mitted the  proposals  in  the  first  instance 
to  the  House.  One  VoUmteer  officer, 
Colonel  Wallace,  of  the  Monmouth 
Artillery,  volunteered  three  whole 
batteries  of  field  artillery  to  train  for 
three  months  at  Aldershot.  Wo  accepted 
that  offer,  and  therefore  we  were  em- 
boldened to  proceed  with  the  scheme  I 
have  laid  betore  the  House.  As  to  the 
dislocation  of  industry,  we  have  with- 
drawn for  this  war  some  75,000  Reser- 
vists from  their  civil  avocations,  and, 
judging  from  the  Budget  speech  of  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  the  other 
day,  the  machinery  for  the  creation  of  the 
wealth  of  this  eountiy  has  not  thereby 
been  seriously  impeded.  Then,  again, 
we  know  that  many  Volunteer  bat- 
talions at  the  outset  of  the  war 
volunteered  for  an  indefinite  period  to 
take  the  place  of  the  Regular  battalions 
as  garrisons  of  some  of  our  towns.  So 
we  are  constantly  assured  that  we  can 
rely  upon  the  patriotism  of  the  Auxiliary 
forces  and  upon  the  patriotism  of  the 
employers  of  labour  in  this  year,  which  is 
a  year  of  emergency.  I  think  the  House 
will  see  that  I  have  throughout  these 
debates  avoided  everything  in  the  nature 
of  an  alarmist  tone.  But  some  of  our 
critics  outside  misconstrue  that  attitude 
altogether.  Surely  they  caimot  suppose 
or  believe  that  a  Government  which  finds 
itself  already  obliged  to  pile  up  taxation 
for  war  would  not,  in  sheer  gaiety  of 
spirits,  come  to  this  House  and  ask  for 
£6,228,000  unless  they  were  impressed 
with  the  gravity  of  the  situation,  and 
luiless  they  thought  tlierc  was  good 
reason  for  asking  the  taxpiiyei^  of  tlie 
countrv  to  make  this  contrilnition.  In- 
deed,  there  is  no  middle  course  for 
those  who  criticise  our  scheme.  They 
ought  to  censure  the  Government  for 
inviting  the  House  to  embark  upon 
a  wanton  and  wasteful  expenditure 
of  public  money,  or  else  co-operate 
most  earnestly  with  the  Government 
in  order  to  assist  in  reaching  that 
measure  of  preparation  which  we  Wiink  it 
our  duty  to  attain.  What  is  that 
measure  of  preparation  1  We  think  we 
ought  to  organise  in  the  course  of  the 
spring  and  the  summer  in  addition  to  the 
Auxifiary  forces,  who,  as  I  have  already 
pointed  out,  would  keep  certain  positions 
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around  London,  a  trained,  organised,  and 
mobile  force  of  three  army  corps  and 
three  cavalry  brigades.  Nearly  everyone 
agrees  that  we  ought  to  have  a  force  of 
about  that  size  and  that  organisation — 
but  for  different  reasons.  I  see  that  mv 
hon.  and  gallant  friend  the  Member  for 
Great  Yarmouth  is  taking  notes,  in  oider 
to  reply  to  me  this  evening — at  any  rate,  I 
mean  to  evade  him.  And  I  will  tell  the 
House  why.  Some  think  (I  do  not  include  my 
hon.  and  gallant  friend  in  these)  we  ought 
to  have  this  strength  available  so  as  to 
be  able  to  resist  actual  invasion,  others  to 
ensure  that  any  threat  of  invasion  shall 
never  be  turned  into  actual  invasion,  and 
others  again  so  that  all  honest  fellows 
should  be  able  to  go  about  their  business 
without  troubling  their  heads  about  in- 
viision  at  all.  And  others,  amongst  whom 
I  include  my  hon.  and  gallant  friend, 
think  that  both  the  tact  and  the 
fear  of  invasion  are  alike  chimeri- 
cal, but  that  we  ought  to  have 
this  force  to  deal  a  counter-stroke  at  the 
enemy,  when  the  Navy  is  humbled  in  the 
dust — or  rather  in  the  sea.  I  am  glad  it 
is  no  part  of  my  duty  to  convince  any 
three  of  these  four  schools  of  thought  that 
they  are  wrong  and  that  the  fourth  is  in 
the  right.  It  is  quite  sufficient  for  my 
purpose  that  they  all  desire  the  same 
thing,  and  the  thing  they  desire  is  the 
scheme  which  the  Government  propose. 
There  can  be  only  two  questions  affecting 
the  GU)vernment  in  this  matter.  The  first 
is — Are  we  to  blame  for  not  having  a 
force,  so  organised,  ready  in  our  hand  t 
I  confidently  say  we  are  not.  Since  the 
Government  has  been  in  office  it  has  sub- 
mitted certain  increases  in  the  Army  from 
year  to  year.  When  my  right  hon.  friend 
the  present  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
Foreign  Affairs  occMipie<l  the  place  wliieh 
I  now  hold  he  had  to  employ  strenuous 
arguments  to  prove  to  the  House  that 
those  increases  were  necessary.  But  the 
House  voted  them,  and  altogether,  apart 
from  any  addition  in  the  Estimates  of  this 
year,  in  the  programmes  from  1897  to  last 
year,  an  addition  was  made  to  the  per- 
manent establishment  of  this  country  of 
28,763  men.  Because  the  Government 
has  made  these  additions  to  the  Army, 
we  are  now  reaping  the  harvest  of  those 
efforts.  We  are  able  to  do  all  that  the 
Government  had  ever  undertaken  to  do 
— that  is  to  say,  we  were  able  to  send 
out  from  this  country  to  South  Africa 
a  force  of  two  army  corps,  troops  for  the 
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lines  of  communications,  and  a  division  of  j 
cavalry.  We  did  more  than  that,  for  we 
eent  to  South  Africa  two  additional 
brigades  of  cavalry,  five  additional 
batteries  of  artillery,  and  one  addi- 
tional battalion  of  infantry.  That  being 
80,  they  are  no  longer  here.  On  the  Ist 
of  Au^st  last  there  were  six  and  a  half 
battalions  of  infantry  in  South  Africa  and 
75  at  home.  Now  there  are  78  battalions 
in  South  Africa  and  only  seven  at  home. 
How  could  anything  else  occur  ?  That  is 
the  whole  of  the  story.  I  have  said  often 
that  I  invite  suggestions  and  criticism  of 
our  proposals,  but  I  do  hold  that  attacks 
on  the  Government  for  the  absence  of 
troops  are  neither  critical  nor  suggestive. 
They  are  lamentations,  they  are  jere- 
miads, they  are  the  voice  of  Rachel 
weeping  for  her  children  because  they  are 
not.  Of  course  they  are  not ;  they  have* 
been  sent  out  to  South  Africa.  The  only 
other  question  which  can  be  suggested  is 
whether  we  have  some  reasonable  pro- 
spect of  organising  such  a  force  during 
tne  spring  and  summer  by  the  methods 
which  we  propose.  I  think  if  the 
House  will  recollect  the  response  we  have 
already  had  for  the  Royal  Reserve 
battahons;  if  they  will  consider  that 
there  are  88  battalions  of  Militia  in  this 
country  and  the  facilities  we  are  going 
to  give  them  and  the  patriotism  they  have 
already  displayed ;  if  they  will  consider 
what  may  be  done  with  the  Volunteers 
with  the  new  facilities  which  we  offer,  I 
think  they  will  agree  with  mo  that  out  of 
so  wide  an  area  of  selection  it  will  go 
hard  with  us  if  the  Adjutant-General  is 
not  able  to  work  up  to  a  proper  state  of 
efficiency  75  battalions  of  infantry.  I  do 
not  propose  to  deal  with  the  artillery,  the 
cavalry,  the  Royal  Engineers,  the  Army 
Service  CJorps,  or  the  Army  Ordnance 
Corps,  which  are  permanent  additions  to 
the  Army,  because,  as  I  understand,  there 
is  a  very  general  assent  to  those  additions. 
I  come  now  to  the  permanent  part  of  our 
scheme.  That  is  the  hardest  part  of  my 
task,  not,  as  I  think,  in  order  to  justify 
the  additions,  but  because  it  is  rather 
difficult  to  explain  to  the  House  the  way 
in  which  they  are  presented  in  the  Esti- 
mates. If  hon.  Members  will  take  the 
first  colunm  marked  A  "Normal"  they 
will  see  a  sum  of  £21,777,700.  That  is 
an  increase  of  £1,160,500  upon  the 
Estimates  of  last  year.  My  first  fear 
ia  that  the  House  may  think  that 
we  are,  by  some  insidious  means,  add- 


ing yet  another  and  a  surreptitious 
augmentation  to  the  Army  under  this 
column,  while  we  have  put  the  ostenta- 
tious permanent  additions  in  the  column 
which  stands  next.  But  I  assure  the 
House  that  that  is  not  so.  Of  this  increase 
£424,000  is  accounted  for  by  the  portion 
of  the  whole  scheme  which  has  been  voted 
and  which  falls  to  be  completed  this  year 
—the  programmes  of  1897-98,  1898-99, 
1899-1900.  These  mean  the  necessity  of 
there  being  an  increase  of  6,539  additional 
men  this  year  at  the  cost  of  £424,000. 
The  men  have  all  been  raised,  but  they 
come  upon  the  Estimates  for  the  first 
time  now.  Then  every  year  it  is  the 
duty  of  the  Adjutant-General  to  present 
some  changes  in  the  establishment  to  the 
Secretary  of  State.  These  changes, 
which  show  a  balance  on  the  side  of 
augmentation,  account  for  another 
£203,000  of  this  addition  to  the  normal 
Estimate.  Perhaps  the  House  will  take 
it  from  me  that  there  are  only  two  items 
which  really  demand  any  explanation.  One 
is  the  increase  of  912  engineers.  I  cannot 
really  distinguish  between  these  912 
engineers  and  a  further  number  of 
engineers  which  we  are  asking  for  as  a 
permanent  addition  to  the  Army,  except 
in  this  way,  that  in  any  case  the  Adjutant- 
General  would  have  asked  for  that  912 
even  if  there  had  been  no  new  scheme 
of  increase  for  the  Army.  They  were  com- 
plementary to  the  numbers  of  the  Army  as 
they  already  existed,  and  they  have  been 
rendered  necessary  because  of  the  great 
increase  in  the  use  of  searchlights  about 
our  harbours  and  even  in  the  field.  There 
is  one  other  proposal  which  I  ought  not 
to  keep  l3acK  from  the  House.  That  is 
that  tne  garrison  of  Mauritius  will  in 
future  consist  of  one  British  Imttalion 
and  of  two  battalions  of  the  native 
Indian  infantry.  We  are  not  borroAvine 
those  battalions  from  India.  They  wiU 
provide,  for  the  first  time,  a  very  small 
foreign-service  roster  for  the  native  Indian 
army.  India  will  raise  two  more  native 
battalions  than  she  would  otherwise  do, 
and  we  will  take  them  from  her,  just  as 
India  takes  from  us  the  52  white 
battalions.  To  account  for  the  remainder 
of  this  increase  on  the  normal  estimates 
there  is  a  sum  of  £533,500  which  is 
really  for  automatic  and  miscellaneous 
services.  All  that  money,  with  one 
exception,  is  due  solely  to  the  fluctuations 
in  prices  or  to  a  change  in  the  date  of 
payment.     For  example,  so  large  a  sum 
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as  £275,00d  arises  from  the  faCt  that  this 
year  we  are  paying  the  whole  of  the 
Volunteer  capitation  grant  out  of  the 
Estimates  for  the  year,  and  not  one-half 
of  it  by  a  Supplementary  Estimate — a 
course  which  has  frequently  been 
urged  on  the  Government  and  which 
we  have  now  decided  to  take. 
The  only  item  in  this  large  demand  which 
imposes  a  new  obligation  which  is  in  any 
sense  a  point  of  policy  is  covered  by  a 
sum  of  £48,000,  but  I  must  tell  the  House 
that  this  is  the  first  instalment  of  what 
will  prove  to  be  a  much  larger  sum.  It 
is  for  increasing  and  distributing  the 
store  accommodation  for  clothing  and 
munitions  of  war.  We  have  been  going 
very  carefully  into  that  question,  we  have 
been  sitting  from  day  to  day,  in  fact, 
upon  that  question.  We  are  determined 
that  the  outbreak  of  war  shall  never  again 
find  this  country  with  such  a  small  reserve 
of  stores  and  munitions  of  Mar.  But  if 
you  increase  that  reserve  you  have  to 
increase  the  storehouses  in  which  it  would 
be  placed,  and  since  it  would  be  folly,  and 
indeed  impossible,  to  pile  up  such  reserve 
in  Pimlico,  it  will  be  conveniently  dis- 
tributed in  various  parts  of  the  United 
Kingdom.  That  is  a  question  of  policy 
which  will  involve  a  great  deal  of  expen- 
ditiu-e.  This  accounts  for  the  whole  of 
this  increase  on  the  normal  estimate. 
There  is  nothing  in  it' which  need  engage 
the  attention  of  the  House,  except  the 
borrowing  of  the  two  battalions  from  India 
for  colonial  stations,  and  this  determina- 
tion on  our  part  to  increase  the  reserves 
of  stores  and  munitions  of  war. 

Mr.  BAIiTLEY  (Islington,  N.) :  No 
part  of  the  cost  of  those  two  battalions  will 
fall  on  India,  I  suppose  ? 

Mr.  WYNDHAM:  Oh,  no.  I  now 
come  to  the  permanent  additions  which 
are  set  forth  in  column  B.  There  is  a 
sum  of  £1,925,000  for  permanent  addi- 
tions to  the  British  Army.  I  may  say 
that  £900,000  of  that  is  for  prime 
charges,  and  though  there  will  be  some 
further  prime  charges  next  year,  that 
will  be  a  diminishing  sum  in  the  future. 
If  these  additions  are  made  we  shall  have 
in  this  country,  when  the  whole  Army  is 
at  home,  the  artillery  for  fivQ  army  corps. 
There  is  an  addition,  as  the  House  knows, 
of  twelve  infantry  battalions.  I  do  not 
know  whether  I  am  right  or  wix)ng,  but 
I  have  gathered  the  belief  that  there  is  a 
general,  though  not  a  universal,  consensus 
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of  opinion  that  all  these  additions  mi^lit 
be  sanctioned  with  the  possible  exception 
of  these  infantry  battalions.  I  will  then  con^ 
fine  myself  to  this  point.  Why  twelve  bat- 
talions 1 1  may  be  asked ;  and,  in  the  second 
place,  I  may  be  asked,  is  this  addition 
due  to  a  recent  policy  of  Imperial  expan- 
sion? I  remember  a  number  of  hon. 
Members  in  this  House  saying  that  these 
Estimates  would  mount  up  and  that  we 
would  have  to  make  this  increase  because 
of  our  jingoism  and  adventurous  policy  in 
all  parts  of  the  earth.  If  that  were  so  it 
would  be  a  very  serious  state  of  affairs ; 
but  I  believe  it  is  possible  utterly  to 
demolish  the  figment,  for  it  is  no  more  than 
a  figment,  that  these  increases  in  the  Army 
are  in  any  way  due  to  any  recent  policy. 
Let  us  first  see  what  is  agreed.  I  think 
it  is  agreed  that,  dealing  with  the  infan- 
try of  the  Regular  Army,  we  ought  to 
have  as  many  battalions  at  home  as  there 
are  abroad.  That  has  baen  the  idea  aimed 
at  by  this  and  preceding  Governments 
for  more  than  thirty  years.  If  that  is 
so  we  have  only  to  aOTce,  if  we  can,  upon 
the  number  of  battalions  abroad  and  the 
necessity  for  them,  and  then  by  doubling 
that  number  we  shall  arrive  at  the  -proper 
figure  of  the  infantry  battalions  of  the 
Regular  British  Army.  India  first  claims 
our  attention.  Is  it  true  that  our 
presence  in  India  is  due  to  a  recent  policy 
of  Imperial  expansion  1  Of  course  not. 
The  battalions  of  the  army  of  occupation 
in  India  accoimt  for  fifty-two  infantry 
battalions.  Will  anybody  say  there  is 
any  prospect  of  reducing  the  garrison  in 
India  1  Then  there  is  Egypt.  Is  our 
presence  there  due  to  recent  Imperial 
escapades  ?  It  was  the  predecessors  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  who 
wont  to  Egypt  in  1882,  and  no  one  has 
over  been  able  to  find  the  time  or  bhe 
occasion  for  withdi'awing — and  no  one 
ever  will.  And  what  is  the  infantry 
garrison  of  Egypt  ?  Three  battalions. 
Will  anybody  say  there  is  any  prospect 
of,  or  that  there  would  be  any  wisdom  in, 
attempting  to  rod  uce  that  microscopic  force  ? 
That  makes  fifty-five  infantry  battalions 
which  must  always  be  abroad  in  the 
armies  of  occupation  in  India  and  Egypt. 
Now  we  come  to  our  colonial  stations — 
purely  naval  stations.  First  there  is 
Gibraltar.  We  are  not  in  Gibraltar  in 
consequence  of  any  recent  Imperial  ten- 
dencies. We  went  there  as  long  ago  as 
1704,  and  we  are  not  likely  to  abandon 
Gibraltar.       We     have    recently     been 
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full  of  elation  over  the  siege  and  re- 
lief of  Ladysmith.  Why,  the  siege 
of  Gibraltar  lasted  for  three  years 
and  seven  months,  and  because  it 
happened  over  a  hundred  years  ago  is  that 
any  reason  why  we  should  not  vibrate  with 
patriotism  over  the  course  of  the  men 
Avho  sustained  that  siege  1  The  garrison  of 
Gibraltar  is  but  three  infantry  battalions. 
Then  there  is  Malta.  Is  the  occupation 
of  Malta  due  to  a  jingo  policy  of  recent  birth 
and  development  t  We  became  respon- 
sible for  Malta  in  1800  after  a  blockade 
which  lasted  for  two  years,  during  which 
we  co-operated  with  the  people  of  that 
island  to  oust  the  troops  ot  the  First 
Napoleon,  and  a  monument  commemo- 
rating that  event  stands  in  the  square  of 
Yaletta  to  this  day,  on  which  is  inscribed 
their  gratitude  to  this  country.  The 
garrison  of  Malta  is  seven  infantry 
battalions.  Does  anybody  say  that  we 
ought  to  or  can  safely  diminish  that  force 
when  you  consider  the  vast  stores  of  guns 
and  other  material  there  1  Why,  Sir, 
seven  battalions  is  but  a  corporal's  guard. 
Then  there  is  Mauritius.  We  went  there 
in  1810,  when  there  was  an  expedition 
under  Lord  Minto  from  India.  Mauritius 
accounts  for  only  one  battalion.  Will 
anybody  say  that  we  should  abandon  that 
station  which  is  on  the  route  to  the  Cape, 
India,  and  Australia  ?  Then  there  is 
Halifax.  There  is  not  much  recent  Im- 
perialism about  our  occupation  of  Halifax. 
We  first  went  there  in  1447,  and  after  it 
had  been  lost  and  re-taken,  and  ceded 
and  receded  several  times,  it  has  finally 
been  oui-s  ever  since  the  Peace  of  Utrecht 
ill  1713.  I  moan  to  go  on  if  I  may,  bo- 
cause  hon.  Members  think  it  enough  to 
get  up  and  say  that  these  garrisons  and 
increases  are  due  to  our  recent  policy  of 
Imperial  expansion.  I  find  them  duo  to 
the  advxjnturers  of  Elizabeth,  to  the  em- 
pire of  adventuie,  or  to  the  prophetic 
instinct  which  hasgiven  us  the  very  corner- 
stone of  our  present  Empire.  Then  there  is 
Bermuda.  The  first  Englishman  went  there 
in  1593,  and  it  was  finalTy  colonised  in  1(520 
as  an  offshoot  from  Virginia,  and  in  these 
days  when  we  are  criticised,  and  properly 
criticised,  for  not  having  a  sufficient  re* 
servp  of  stores,  may  I  remind  hon.  Mem- 
bers that  Bermuda  was  once  defended  by 
Henry  Moore  against  two  Spanish  ships 
with  three  cannon  balls.  Two  of  them 
were  fired  and  the  Spanish  ships  retired, 
the  station  being  left  with  one  cannon 
ball  as  a  reserve  of  ammunition.     That  is 


the  way  we  muddled  through  in  the  old 
days.  Then  there  is  Jamaica.  That 
jingo  Oliver  CromweU  went  there  in  1655. 
Then  there  are  Barbados  and  St.  Lucia. 
The  latter  was  taken  four  times.  Are  we 
to  give  up  these  islands,  with  which  such 
historic  names  as  Rodney,  Abercrombie, 
and  Sir  John  Moore  are  associated  ?  For 
those  three  stations  the  garrison  is  but 
one  battalion  of  infantry.  St.  Lucia  is 
one  of  the  most  important  cable  stations, 
and  day  by  day  we  are  directing  our 
attention  more  closely  to  cables  and  cable 
stations.  Then  there  is  Ceylon.  It  was 
taken  in  1796,  Singapore  was  taken  in 
1819,  and  the  occupation  of  Hong  Kong 
dates  from  1841.  Each  of  these  places 
has  one  battalion.  In  the  whole  of  this 
chain  can  anyone  discover  any  trace  of  a 
recent  policy  of  expansion  and  Imperialism  1 
Some  of  these  places  were  captured  in  the 
hot  heat  of  our  contest  against  Napoleon, 
and  perhaps  those  who  took  them  did  not 
know  at  the  time  how  useful  and  of  what 
practical  import  they  would  be ;  for  they 
are  the  nerve  centres  of  that  network  of 
naval  stations  and  cables  which  is  the  only 
thing  which  binds  together  our  vast 
Empire  and  gives  it  unity  and  strength* 
If  hon.  Members  will  add  the  strength  of 
those  garrisons  up  they  will  find  it 
amounts  to  17  battalions,  which,  added  to 
the  55  in  India  and  Egypt,  make  72  bat* 
talions  abroad.  It  appears  from  the 
memorandum  issued  by  my  noble  friend 
that  on  June  1  last,  instead  of  17  bat< 
talions  there  were  only  13i  at  those 
colonial  stations.  We  had  to  borrow  one- 
fifth,  l)ecause  whereas  South  Africa, 
which  so  far  has  lieen  *lcft  out  of  the 
account,  was  only  entitled  to  two  battalions 
for  naval  stations,  we  had  at  that  time  6^ 
battalions  there.  But  will  anyWly 
seriously  contend  that  it  is  any  longer 
right  or  nafe  to  shufllc  or  lK)rrow  on  this 
narrow  margin  of  17  l)attalion8  for  thoJBO 
naval  stations  1  I  am  prepared  to  admit 
tliat  these  61  bat tivl ions  scraped  together 
were  not  enough  in  South  Africa.  I 
believe  that  in  the  opinion  of  many  men 
it  was  the  fact  that  the  garrisons  stood  so 
low  that  led  to  the  growth  of  a  miscon- 
ception in  the  minds  of  the  Dutch 
inhabitants  of  South  Africa  as  to  our  real 
strength.  We  must  measure  the  size  of 
our  garrisons  by  our  interests,  obligations, 
and  risks.  You  camiot  be  put  off  by  the 
argument  that  South  Africa  is  composed 
of  self-governing!  colonies,  and  that  we 
were  never  to    give  garrisons  to    self- 
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governing  colonies.      You  milst  consider 
the  situation ;  and  where  the  colonies  are 
continental  and  contiguous  to  the  domain 
of  a  military  Power,  then  a  fresh  element 
comes  in,  and  that  is  why  in  these  Esti* 
mates   we   propose    to    put   down    the 
normal  garrison  of  South  Africa  at  12 
infantry  Dattalions.    If  you  will  add  that 
number  to    72    you  will  arrive   at  84 
infantry  battalions.      Three  of  these  can 
be  under  our  existing  arrangements  pro- 
vided by  the  Guards.    That  leaves  81, 
and,  therefore,  the  proper  figure  should  be 
162  battalions  of  British  infantry  alto- 
gether.   But  we  must  have  regard  to  the ' 
difficulties    of    recruiting,    and  we  may , 
cherish  the  hope  that  when  the  idea  of  the 
creation  of  auxiliary  forces  in  our  colonies 
is  fulfilled,  it  may  be  possible  to  diminish 
that  garrison  of  12  battalions.      I  heard 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
West  Monmouth  greet  that  announcement 
with  an  ironical  cheer.     Will  he  say  that 
we  are  in  South  Africa  in  consequence 
of     recent    Imperial    expansion  1     We 
have    undertaken    no    new    obligations, 
but  no  matter   what   Grovernment  may 
be  in  office,  the  nation  are  determined 
that  the  old  obligation  shall  be  fulfilled. 
They  are  determmed  to  act  ih  the  manner 
which  is  due  to  the  sacrifices  made  by 
their  forefathers,  which  is  due  to  them- 
selves, and  due,  above  all,  to  our  fellow- 
subjects  in  the  colonies.     The  fabric  of 
this  Empire  is  only  held  together  by  the 
ocean  courses  of  our  warships.    They  are, 
as  it  were,  the  invisible  girders  support- 
ing the  Empire,  and  these  naval  stations 
are  the  points  on  which  the  girders  rest, 
and  it  is  the  duty*  of  this  country  to  hold 
them  until  the  young  nations  growing  up 
in  our  colonial  dependencies  can  relieve 
the  mother  country  of  some  portion  of 
that  duty.     That  is  my  answer  given  in 
anticipation  of  any  criticism  of  this  per- 
manent addition  to  the  British  infantry. 
It  is  also  my  answer  to  those  critics  wno 
outside  the  House  urge  upon  us  to  embark 
on  a  course  of  conscription  or  Militia  ballot. 
Can  you  supply  the  garrison  we  require 
by  any  other  than  a  voluntary  system, 
which  gives  you  comparatively  young  men 
enlisted    for   a    short  torm  of  service  ? 
Yours  must  be  a  voluntary  system.     Take 
the  figures  for  last  January,  before  this 
increase  was  contemplated — ^you  will  find 
that,  while  you  had  107,000  Regulars  at 
home,    you    had    118,000    abrc^.     No 
tjrrant  since  the  days  of  Nebuchadnezzar 
has  ever  thought  it  possible  to  deport  such 
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a  population  as  that  except  of  their  own 
free  wilL     Your  system  must  also  be  one 
of  comparatively  short  service.     I  speak 
after  being  profoundly  impressed  as  an  ex 
officio  member  of  the  board  of  the  commis- 
sioners of  Chelsea  Hospital,  and  having 
read  the  melancholy  returns  which'  are 
brought  up  each  month  of  men  whose 
health  has  been  ruined  for  ever,  I  am  pro- 
foundly convinced  that  five  years  is  long 
enough  for  any  man    to  serve  in  such 
places.    If  you  keep  him  there  longer  he 
ceases  to  be  a  good    and  therefore  an 
economical  soldier,  and  he  becomes  a  bur- 
den in  the  future.     If  you  are  tempted  to 
embark  upon  any  long  service  system  you 
will  burden  yourselves  with  a  whole  army 
of  pensioners  and  invalids.     Those  are  the 
conditions  upon  which  the  whole  of  our 
Regular  system  hinges.     You  have  got  to 
bear  it.     We  are  obliged  to  have  eighty- 
four  Regular  Battalions  of  infantry,  twelve 
Cavalry  Regiments,  and  fifty-two  Batteries 
of  Artillery  abroad.     That  is  the  position 
we  have  to  face,  and  we  shall  not  be  able 
to    face    it    unless    we     make    up    our 
minds  to  adhere  to  our  present  system. 
Even  if  it  were  possible  to  divide  the  two 
problems  and  consider  the  home  question 
apart  from  the  foreign  question,  would  it 
be  wise    to  depart    from    our    present 
svstem  of  short  service  and  Reserves  I 
The  Resen'es  stand,  as  the  normal  figure 
to  be  aimed  at,  at  90,000  men.     To  give 
barrack  accommodation    to    one  soldier 
costs  you    £120.     Now,  I    do  ask  the 
House  and  our  critics  outside  to  consider 
this.      Can   they  think  any    reasonable 
Government  would  invite  the  taxpayers 
of  this  country  to  sink  £10,800,000  in 
providing    barrack    accommodation     for 
trained  men  who  wish  to  live  at  home, 
who  wish  to  marry,  who  wish  to  enter 
into  civic  avocations,  and  who  yet,  as  the 
experience  of  the  last  three  months  has 
shown,  have  all,  with  an  infinitesimal  ex* 
ception  of  one  per  cent,  responded  at  a 
moment's  notice  to  the  call  to  take  part 
in  a  sanguinary  war,  7,000  miles  away 
from  these  shores  1    That  is  the  defence 
I  humbly  submit  of  our  present  system. 
Let  us  perfect  that  system  by  all  means. 
Let  us  search  out  its  failings  without  fear 
or  favour,  but  do  not  let  us,  in  a  moi^ent 
of  exasperation,  such  as  was  experienced 
some  weeks  a^o,  or  in  a  moment  of  ex- 
citement   which  seems    to    have    over- 
taken    some    of    our    critics    outside, 
throw  away  the  ripe  fruit  of  thirty  years' 
endeavour  and  of  steady  approximation 
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towards  success.  I  dare  to  put  it  as  high 
as  that.  But  I  do  not  put  it  higher.  I 
never  have  said  everything  is  perfect. 
When  we  enumerate  what  is  called  the 
credit  side  of  the  led^r,  we  are  accused  of 
ignoring  the  debit  side  altogether.  No,  I 
say  even  the  most  sanguine  may  have  to 
wait  for  years  before  they  can  say  all  is 
satisfactory;  but  when,  by  finding  ade- 
quate inducements  and  by  reforms  in  the 
methods  of  recruiting,  the  changed  atti- 
tude of  the  people  towards  the  career  of 
the  soldier  is  maintained,  when  the 
wrongs  of  South  Africa  are  righted  and 
the  soldier  is  not  slighted,  when,  in  conse- 
quence of  these  changes,  we  can  have  a 
backing  of  some  60,000  recruits  in  each 
year  for  the  Regular  Army,  when  from 
the  home  Army  we  can  send  at  a 
moment's  notice  two  army  corps  fully 
equipped,  with  reserves,  stores,  and  muni- 
tions, so  that  they  may  be  maintained 
indefinitely. without  efibrt  in  the  field,  and 
when  from  the  four  corners  of  the  Empire, 
which  lie  wholly  or  mainly  within  the 
temperate  zone,  at  home,  in  Canada,  in 
South  Africa,  and  in  Australia,  we  see 
Auxiliary  forces  growing  up  and  being 
trained  to  take  their  place  beside  our 
liegulars — then,  and  then  only,  can  we 
rest  content.  But  the  road  to  that  goal 
is  the  one  upon  which  our  feet  are  set ; 
we  cannot  miss  it  if  we  only  persevere. 
Sii",  I  beg  to  move. 

Motion  mode,  and  Question  put,  **  That 
Mr.  Speaker  do  now  leave  the  Chair." 

♦Sir  CHARLES  DILKE  (Gloucester- 
shire, Forest  of  Dean) :  The  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  War,  in  a  speech 
of  extraordinary  charm  and  ability,  such 
as  he  always  makes  to  this  House,  has 
answered  criticisms  which  have  not  bcon 
made  and  critics  who  do  not  exist.  He 
passed  over  all  those  questions  which 
are  most  dangerous,  and  which  those  in 
this  House  who  take  most  interest  in  this 
subject  most  desired  to  hear  a^ut.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  has  been  skating 
on  thin  ice  during  the  whole  of  his  speech, 
and  I  shall  now  have  to  discharge  the 
painful  duty  of  drawing  attention  to  what 
we  consider  are  the  doubtful  parts  of  his 
proposals,  and  of  trying  to  elicit  a  reply 
to  tne  criticisms  which  he  has  not  touched 
at  all.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  began 
his  speech  by  pointing  out  the  fourtold 
nature  of  the  proposius  he  was  making, 
and  he  told  the  House  that  the  Leader  of 
the  Opposition  has  announced  his  inteii- 


tion  of  not  contesting  the  war  proposals 
of  the  Government.  He  made  allusion, 
to  the  most  doubtful  of  the  items,  and 
deprecated  all  discussion  upon  them.  But 
there  is  one  item  in  the  first  Vote  to 
which  I  must  draw  attention — an  item  of 
£3,000,000  for  the  pay  of  the  South  African 
Volunteers.  That  is  an  enormous  item, 
so  great  that  we  do  not  know  how  it 
could  possibly  be  incurred.  That  is  for 
pay  alone,  there  is  no  .provision  for  any- 
thing else,  and  we  are  told  to-night  that 
the  number  of  South  African  Volunteers 
is  21,000,  and  that  a  margin  has  been 
allowed  up  to  25,000.  This  is  an 
enormous  cost  for  such  a  force  compared 
with  the  cost  of  the  home  troops ;  and 
to  this  matter  I  must  call  attention,  be- 
cause  thelhome  soldier  is  fighting  side 
by  side  \nth  these  men ;  and  of  all  the 
incentives  to  discontent  there  is  none 
greater  than  the  feeline  on  the  part  of 
the  home  soldier  that  he  is  not  paid  so 
well  as  the  men  along  with  whom  he  is 
fiffhting.  That  item  of  £3,000,000  is  one 
which  we  shall  ])e  able  to  consider  when 
we  come  to  the  Vote,  but  it  is  impossible 
to  consider  an  item  upon  which  discussion 
has  been  deprecated,  without  taking  into 
account  its  effect  upon  recruiting,  which 
is  an  effect  the  difficulty  of  which  we  shall 
see  in  time  to  come.  The  Under  Secretary 
has  again  avoided,  as  on  all  former  occa- 
sions, telling  the  House  of  Commons  what 
are  the  conditions  of  service  of  the  Royal 
Reserve  battalions  which  constitute  so 
large  a  portion  of  the  Government's  tem- 
porary or  emergency  proposals.  Although 
I  think  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  spoke 
six  times  in  eight  days  earlier  in  the 
session,  he  did  not  tell  us  anything  with 
regartl  to  this  in  any  of  his  speeches.  The 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  in  another 
place  made  a  statement  to  the  effect  that 
these  men  were  to  bo  confined  to  homo 
service,  but  some  of  us  who  have  a  strong 
objection  to  military  measures  being  taken 
for  home  defence  as  contrasted  with  other 
purposes  strongly  deprecate  the  formation 
of  a  military  force  which  is  to  be  confined 
to  home  service,  and  which  cannot  be  con- 
veyed abroad.  It  is,  in  our  opinion, 
a  retrograde  proposal  which  ought  to 
be  opposed.  There  is  not  the  smallest 
sign  in  the  Estimates  that  the  Govern- 
ment has  taken  into  consideration  the 
real  problem  of  the  defence  of  the 
country — the  question  whether  it  is 
not  wiser  or  more  expedient  for  defence 
purposes  to  spend  money  en  the  Fleet  or 
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upon  measures  of  the  kind  that  is  now  pro- 
posed. There  are  many  of  us  here  who  believe 
that,  if  it  is  in  fact  necessary,  which  we 
doubt,  to  take  local  steps  in  order  to  protect 
the  country  from  the  danger  of  invasion, 
it  would  be  better  to  spend  this  money 
on     shallow-water    ships — toi'pedo    des- 
troyers,   and     the     like.      That    is    an 
arguable  contention,  but  to  tell  us  that 
the  country  is  obliged  to  spend  a  million 
and  a  half  a  year  for  a  force  which  cannot 
go  abroad  only  goes  to  show  that  panic 
really  exists.  This  proposal  was  described 
by  the   Under  Secretary   for  War  as  a 
makeshift  proposal.      It  is  more  ;  it  is  an , 
extravagant  makeshift  proposal,  and  one 
which  is  calculated  to  damage  the  Militia, 
which  the    Government    say   is  a  force 
'vV^hich   they  desire   to  develop  and  im- 
prove, because  a  great  many  of  these  men 
will  20  into  the   Reserve  regiments  and 
get  there  £22  bounty,  while  the  men  who 
have   joined   the  Militia  will  receive  no 
bounty  at  all.     These  are  proposals  which 
the  House  will  have  a  further  opportunity 
in  Committee  of  dealing  with,  and  the 
first   observation   I  have  to  make  is  that 
the  permanent  increase  charge  wall  be  far 
greater  .than  we  are  at  present  willing  to 
allow.     Stores  and  fortress  armament  will 
be  greatly  increased,  and  in  the  future 
there  will  have  to  be  a  greater  increase 
of   infantry    for   South   Africa,   or  else 
of     Australian     and     Canadian     forces. 
The  Under  Secretary  for  War  defended 
his  increase  of   twelve  battalions  of  in- 
fantry.    The  increase  of  twelve  battalions 
of  infantry  moans  under  the  linked  batta- 
lioti  system  an  increase  of  six  battalions 
which   could  be  sent  abroa<l  in   time  of 
peace.     Wo  arc  alrejidy  four  battalions  in 
excess  abroad  in  peace  ;    the  net  increase 
over  previous  needs  is  therefore  only  two, 
and  does  anybody  8upi)o.sc  that  South  Africa 
will  only  require  an  increase  of  two  batta- 
lion of  the  Kegular  Army  ]     But  there  is 
a  solution  of  that  which  has  been  hinted 
at,  which  is  that  the  new  Australian  force 
— not  the  original  force,  but  the  one  which 
is  now   being  asked  for  by  the  Govern- 
ment —  is     intended       ultimately     for 
garrison  work  in  South  Africa.     Such  a 
lorce  would  be  enormously  costly — much 
more  so  than  home  battalions  would  be, 
and  the  House  will  be  living  in    a  fool's 
paradise  if  it  accepts    this    increase  of 
twelve  battalions  which  in  reality  only 
means  two  for  the  purposes  of  sending 
abroad.     No  one  who  has  followed  these 
tigui'es  can  say  that  the  future  permanent 
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charge  is  shown  in  these  Estimates  at  all, 
and  it  is  evident  that  we  must  be  pre- 
pared for  greater  sacrifices  in  the  future. 
The  Under  Secretary  has  not  indulged  in 
the  somewhat  grandiloquent  phrases  as  to 
War  Office  management  of  the  present 
war  which  have  been  used  by  some  mem- 
bers of  the  Government.     On  the  con- 
trary,   his    account    differed    from    the 
accounts  given  outside  the  House   and 
given  in  the  House  during  the  course  of 
our  debates.   That  was  when  the  existing 
system  was  defended,  and  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  defended  it.     In  the  conclu- 
sion of  his  speech  he  said  it  was  necessary 
to  consider  what  the  present  system  has 
given  us  in  the  present  war.    The  Leader 
of  the  House  in  his  Manchester  speech* 
over    and    over    a^ain    stated  that  the 
present  system  coiud  give  us  three  army 
corps,  and  over  and  over  again  he  lK)ast<Kl 
that  it  had  given  us  not  only  two  array 
corps  but  three  "  without  a  hitch."     On 
that  ground  1   say   the   speech    of  the 
Under  Secretary  differs  from  the  speeches 
delivered  outside  this  House.  Of  course,  it 
is  certain  that  that  number  of  men  were 
sent  out,  but  how  were  those  army  corps 
made  up  1  They  were  made  up  partly  by 
drawing  troops  from  India,  and  partly  by 
drawing  troops  from  the  colonies.     There 
never  was  a  doubt  as  to  our  power  to  find 
a  great  number  of  infantry.     That  was 
never  disputed  for  a  moment,  but  an  army 
corps  is  not  composed  exclusively  of  infan- 
try.   Some  time  ago  the  Secretary  of  State 
drew  up  a  scheme  in  which  there   were 
eight  ai-my  corps,  but  the  scheme  wjis  after- 
wards ridiculed  even  by  the  War  Office.  The 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury,  in  his  speech 
at  Manchester,  said  that  the  critics    had 
failed  because  three  army  corps  had  been 
scut  to  South  Africii  fully  equipped  with 
munitions  and  stores,  but  the  statement 
differs  very  widelvironi  what  we  have  now 
heard;    and    indeed,    the    First    Lords 
declarations  will  not  stand  the  test  of 
examination  for'  a  moment.     The  House 
will    remember    the    main  case  of    the 
reformers  in  this  House  against  the  War 
\  Office  for  the  last  two  years  has  been  on 
the  point  of  the  mounted  branches,  and 
both  in  1897  and  1899  Amendments  were 
moved  in  respect  of  those  matters.     Has 
I  the    war     shown    that   those    criticisms 
were  wrong  or  right  1    Have  they  been 
proved  or  disproved?    They  have  been 
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proved  in  every  particular.  Aa  late  at> 
the  21st  of  July  l^t  year,  just  previous 
to  the  outbreak  of  the  war,  we  went  into 
the  question  of  the  Government  supply 
of  cavalry,  artillery,  and  the  auxiliary 
branches  for  the  purpose  of  making  up 
army  corps  in  detail  in  this  House,*  and 
we  showed  that  the  establishment  as 
regaixied  the  horses  had  been  starved ; 
thai  it  contained  about  12,500  horses 
over  five  years  of  age  of  which  the 
artillery  horses  numbered  about  4,500. 
Nearly  1,000  fewer  than  there  were  in 
1878,  twenty-one  years  ago.  How  does  it 
work  out  under  the  test  of  war  ?  We  are 
short  of  cavalry  and  artillery.  The  army 
of  Sir  George  White  was  supplied  from 
India,  and  the  command  of  8ir  Eedvers 
Buller  was  short  of  guns.  Everyone  in 
tho  House  knows  what  that  means ;  and 
the  brilliant  moves  of  General  French 
shows  the  value  of  horses  in  the  field. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  laughs,  but  this 
is  a  serious  matter,  and  should  be  con- 
sidered both  in  its  present  and  future 
bearing  in  order  that  what  has  occurred 
on  this  occasion  shall  not  be  allowed  to 
occur  aeain.  Then,  as  to  gims,  the  case 
which  has  been  put  forward  is  capable  of 
conclusive  proof.  The  critics  of  the  War 
Office  vear  after  year  have  said  that  we 
were  short  of  guns,  and  the  War  Office,  bit 
by  bit,  has  been  drawn  on  to  admit  the 
truth  of  the  statements.  I  regret  that 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  First  Lord 
of  the  Treasury  should  have  been  advised 
to  say,  as  he  did  at  Manchester,  that  the 
Government  had  sent  out  at  tho  time 
sufficient  artillery  for  three  army  corps 
of  Kegular  troops.  Here  are  the  words 
he  used.  Spciikiiig  of  equipment,  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  said — 

**  So  lung  as  you  arc  iletermined  [to  have  a 
voluntary  army  alonej  you  cannot  expect  to 
put  into  the  tiehi  a  much  larger  or  a  lietter 
oriuipped  force." 

And  on  another  occasion,  on  the  8th  of 
January,  hesaidt — 

••  We  have  at  this  moment  in  South  Africa 
tho  in^try,  cavalry,  and  artillery  of  three 
army  corps  of  R^ular  soldiers." 

Now  what  is  the  necessary  amount  of  guns 
for  three  army  corps  ?  I  asked  a  question 
as  to  how  many  guns  at  the  date  named 
were  in  South  Africa  in  British  hands, 
and  the  reply  was  186  guns — but  three 

*  See  The  Parlianientary  Debates  [Fourth 
Beric!?],  Vol.  Ixxiv.,  commencing  at  p.  16 U. 

t  Speech  of  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  at  Drill  Hall, 
Ardwick,  Manchetitor,  8th  January,  1000. 
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ai-my  corps  npcd  360  guns.  We  had  noth- 
ing like  the  number  of  guns  which,  under 
even  the  low  scale,  ought  to  have  accom- 
panied the  troops,  mien  the  First  Lord 
of  the  Treasury  said  on  January  8 — "  We 
have  at  this  moment  in  South  Africa  the 
infantry,  cavalry,  and  artillery  of  three 
army  corps"  he  made  an  entirely  mis- 
leading statement,  for  which,  however, 
I  do  not  hold  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
responsible,  but  whoever  at  the  War 
Office  furnished  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man with  that  information  was  attempt- 
ing to  mislead  the  country.  The  facts 
are  entirely  different.  It  is  alleged  by 
the  War  Office  that  we  could  not  be  ex- 
pected to  put  into  the  field  a  better 
equipped  force.  Now,  what  is  the  most 
essential  part  of  the  equipment  of  a  force? 
I  should  say  the  ammunition  columns.  As 
to  the  equipment  of  the  troops,  tho 
ammunition  columns,  after  those  of  the 
First  Army  Corps,  were  not  equipped  as 
they  ought  to  have  been,  and  the  residt 
of  the  way  in  which  the  troops  were  sent 
out  was  tnat  not  until  February  w&stiord 
Roberts  able  to  begin  his  northward 
movement.  The  greater  the  credit  that 
is  given  to  the  Army  the  less  credit  must 
be  given  to  the  War  Office,  which  has 
always  expected  the  Army  to  do  the  im- 
possible. It  has  been  alleged  that  the 
War  Office  has  every  reason  to  be  proud, 
because  some  part  of  its  system  has 
turned  out  better  than  one  could  reiswon- 
ably  expect.  It  was  said  that  the  critics 
were  afraid  the  reserves  would  not  come 
up,  but  they  came  up  in  1882  and  1885. 
There  does  not  exist  a  single  Member  of 
the  House  who  is  opposed  to  the  reserve 
system  as  it  is,  though  most  of  us  are 
opposed  to  the  system  by  which  it  is 
desired  that  the  men  should  be  increased 
without  increasing  tho  equipment.  Most 
of  our  troubles  in  the  present  war  have 
been  directly  attributable  to  inefficient 
equipment  and  supply  of  horses.  As  to  the 
part  borne  by  our  colonies,  is  it  not  a  reflec- 
tion on  our  Government  that  no  prepara- 
tion has  ever  been  made  in  time  of  peace 
for  a  svstem  on  which  the  colonies  could 
join  us  in  time  of  war  1  The  Under 
Secretary  expressed  the  hope  that  some 
system  would  be  arranged  for  the  future. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  I  said  that  it  was 
for  the  colonies  to  make  suggestions.  It 
is  wholly  for  them  to  make  suggestions,  and 
I  feel  strongly  that  suggestions  made  in 
this  House  are  the  most  mischievous  that 
could  be  made. 
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*Sui  CHARLES  DILKE :  As  it  is  now 
certain  that  the  colonies  would  join  us  in 
any  great  war  in  the  future,  would  it  not 
be  well  to  arrange  for  such  co-operation  in 
time  of  peace  ?  But  the  Government  has 
taken  steps  in  the  opposite  direction  by 
cutting  down  in  1896  the  contributions 
from  the  tropical  colonies  in  the  East 
towards  defence.  It  is  impossible  to  con- 
sider the  present  system  apart  from  the 
question  of  its  cost,  and  the  system  is 
condemned  by  its  cost,  present  and  pro- 
spective, and  by  the  difficulty  of  obtaining 
recruits.  In  1897  the  cost  of  the  defence 
of  the  British  Empire  was  63  millions 
sterling,  even  when  the  nipee  is  reckoned 
at  its  selling  value.  In  the  present 
year  the  cost  of  the  peace  defence 
of  the  Empire  is  75  millions  and  a  half. 
But  if,  according  to  the  Treasury's  ^iew, 
the  rupee  is  to  l>c  reckoned  as  having  the 
full  purchasing  power  in  the  East  of  2s., 
then  the  cost  for  the  year  in  peace — that 
is  apart  from  war  expenditure — is  81 
millions  and  a  half.  And  that  enormous 
expenditure,  so  vastly  greater  than  that 
of  any  other  Power  in  the  world,  is  not 
complete,,  for  it  does  not  allow  for  a  future 
increase  of  the  garrison  in  South  Africa 
and  for  a  necessary  rearmament.  As  to 
the  system  of  recruiting,  the  Government 
professes  to  be  extending  the  three-years 
system,  but  the  Under-Secretary  has 
systematically  avoided  the  point  in  his 
speeches,  although  he  knows  the  anxiety 
of  this  House  on  the  subject.  But  it  is 
impossible  to  say  that  the  three-years 
system  is  being  given  a  fair  chance  as 
lon^  as  the  extra  3d.  a  day  given  to  the 
ordinary  recruits  and  to  the  Militia 
is  denied  to  the  three-years  men.  The 
Under  Secretary  of  State  defended  more 
strongly  than  I  think  necessary,  oven  for 
him,  the  existing  system  of  the  War  Office. 
Many  of  us  had  great  hopes  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman,  because  he  came  into  office 
with  an  open  mind,  but  I  am  afraid  now 
that  his  eyes  have  been  closed  to  reform. 
I  have  a  recollection  of  a  speech  he  made 
in  July  last,  when  he  spoke  of  the  system 
as  an  antiquated  one,  but  he  said  there 
was  no  alternative  which  gave  us  a  better 
system  unless  it  were  a  system  like  that 
of  the  Swiss  militia.  I  am  glad  that  the 
Government  are  not  proposing  to-night 
any  general  reform  of  our  military  system 
at  a  time  when  war  is  pendinc,  and  while 
they  have  avoided  an  appeal  from  this 
House  to  some  of  those  Commissions  and 
Committees  who  would  only  tell  us  what 


we  know  already,  yet  I  regret  that  the 
Under  Secretary  should  have  shown  so 
strong  and  continued  an  adherence  to 
what  lie  calls  the  existing  system. 

♦Sir   J.    FERGUSSON    (Manchester, 
N.E.) :   I  need  not  say  that  I  have  no 
desire  to  throw  difficulties  in  the  way  of 
the  Government,  or  to  criticise  in  an  im- 
fair    spirit  the  statement  so  admirably 
made  by  my  hon.  friend  the  Under  Sec- 
retary of  State  for  War.     I  should  not 
like  at  the  present  time  to  say  anything 
to  embarrass  the  Government,  nor  am  1 
likely  to  do  so.     It  would  be  most  un- 
gracious to  be  wanting  in  admiration  of 
the  ability  the  hon.  Gentleman  has  shown, 
and  of  the  grasp  he  has  taken  of  the  sub- 
ject.    I  have    said  on  former  occasions 
that  the  proposals  of  the  Crovemment  are 
makeshift  proposals.     Well,  others  have 
said  so,   and  my  hon.  friend  has  taken 
that  remark  not  in  very  good  part.     I  do 
not  quarrel  with  the  Government  for  not 
having  submitted  a  comprehensive   and 
permanent    scheme.     They   had  to  get 
through  the  war  into  which  they  were 
suddenly     hurled     with     the    existing 
machinery,  and  that  existing  machinery 
has  turned  out  better  than  many  expected 
of  it.  It  has  produced  magnificent  results ; 
it  has  accomplished  far  more  than  was 
claimed  for  it  hy  its  authors.     We  have 
been  able  to  place  division  after  division 
of  magnificent  troops  in  the  field,  and  the 
reserves  on  which  we  have  had  to  rely 
for  making  up  our  regiments  and  units 
for  war  service  have  come  up  almost  in 
full  force,  with  hearty  readiness  and  self- 
devotion  on  the  part  of  the  men   who 
belong  to  them.     Some  of  us  may  have 
seen  in  the  last  few  days  two  battalions 
who  arc  al)0ut  to  leave  these  shores    as 
part  of  the  Eighth    Division,  following 
the  masses  of  men  who  have  been  sent 
to  South  Africa.     It  must  have  been  a 
great  pleasure  and  pride  to  those   who 
witnessed  those  magnificent  battalions  to 
know  that  in  no  sense  did  those  battalions 
fall    behind   those   who    have    preceded 
them.       In     fact,     I     make     bold    to 
say    that    those    battalions  are    worthy 
units  of  the  corps  d'HUe  of  the  Army. 
We  know  that  there  is  a  large  unexpended 
reseiTe  of  the  same  corps  at  the  back  of 
these  battalions,  with  which  even  fresh 
reinforcements  could  be  fitted  out.     Cer- 
tainly no  one  has  ever  suggested  as  expe- 
dient for  the  defence  of  thu  country,  and 
still  less  for  foreign  service,  anything  like 
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conscription.  I  have  heard  words  wasted 
"by  some  of  the  Government  s||&akers  in 
disclaiming  all  ideas  of  conscription. 
^Vho,  I  should  like  to  know,  has  ever 
advocated  conscription  fot  fdreign  service  1 
It  is  not  the  time  to  discuss  any  alterna- 
tive system,  but  there  are  many  who,  like 
myself,  are  desirous  of  supporting  the 
Government  in  carrying  out  the  measures 
which  they  consider  best  in  the  circum- 
stances, yet  who  would  have  been  glad 
10  have  seen  some  more  comprehensive 
and  national  plan.  There  is  no  doubt 
that  the  present  war  has  strained  our 
resoui-ces.  We  have  not  onlv  sent 
very  ncarlv  all  our  regular  army  into 
the  field,  but  we  have  had  to  supple- 
ment for  subsidiary  service  men  whom 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  opposite  not  too 
harshly  described  as  being  little  pro{>ared 
fur  war.  It  caiuiot  but  be  a  greiit  mis- 
take and  an  absolute  cruelty  to  send  into 
the  field  against  an  able  enemy  men  who 
had  received  so  little  military  training 
that  they  cannot  even  be  regarded  as  half 
soldiers.  The  devotion  of  our  people  is 
unlimited ;  their  readiness  to  face  death 
and  suffering  in  any  degree  is  to  be  found 
among  all  classes,  and  has  been  largely 
relied  upon,  and  1  think '  it  would  be 
the  greatest  misfortune  to  this  country 
if  it  supposed  it  could  improvise  an  army 
in  case  of  national  danger.  Your 
citizens  may  be  trained  and  drilled 
so  that*  they  could  form  an  army  for 
national  defence,  but  training  and  drill 
are  absolutely  necessary.  You  cannot 
call  up  men  from  peaceful  avocations  who 
have  no  military  training,  and  place  them 
in  the  field.  That  would  mean  disaster 
and  disgrace  to  our  arms,  and  the  disgrace 
would  not  be  upon  those  who  failed  in 
the  country*3  cause,  ])ut  upon  those  who 
relied  on  unprepared  forces  to  maintain 
the  honour  of  the  country.  I  trust  that 
no  great  emergency  may  find  us  so  little 
prepared,  and  that  the  measures  which 
the  Government  have  proposed  may  lead 
to  a  more  efficient  preparation  of  our 
Auxiliary  forces,  so  that  in  time  to  come 
we  may  rely  upon  them  to  take  their 
place  in  the  second  line  and  support  the 
Kegular  Army  of  the  country.  The 
present  is  not  the  time  for  details,  but 
nevertheless  I  cannot  but  call  attention  to 
the  measures  which  are  being  taken  by 
the  War  Office  for  the  provision  of  young 
officers  for  the  Army — measures  which 
are  unfair  and  unsatisfactory.  When  I 
think  of   the   exertions  that   have  ))een 


made  by  the  War  Office,  and,  I  am  sure, 
the  unsparing  efibits  Which  those  at  the 
head  of  the  Army  have  made  to  carry 
on  this  war.  I  regret  to  criticise  it  in  ^ny 
pafticulai*.  Out  I  think  in  the  nlatter  td 
which  I  call  the  attention  of  the  Housd 
they  have  made  a  mistake.     I  have  put 
some  questions  to  the  representatives  of 
the  War  Office  lately  upon  the  intention 
of  the  Government  to  give  commissions 
to  University  men,  public  school  boys,  and 
young  men  front  the  coloiiies  in  aupel'-' 
session  of  the  cadets  of  the  Royal  Military 
Academy     and     the     Royal     Military 
College.     Wo  have  for  a  long  time  been 
endeavouring    to    officer    the  Army  by 
scientific  and  educated    men,   requiring 
them  to  enter  our  military  colleges  by 
severe  competition,  which  has  necessitated 
a  long,  careful,  and  expensive  preparation. 
Only   a  portion   of   those   who  get  the 
qualifying  number  of  marks  enter  these 
institutions.      I   think  it   is   unfair  and 
unjust  that  young  men  who  have  entered 
those  institutions  should  be  superseded 
by   others  who  have   had    no    military 
education  whatever.     It  is  a  disadvantage 
to  the  Army  that  men  should  receive  com- 
missions by  favourer  by  selection* who 
had  no  military  training,  and  supersede 
those  cadets  who  h.ave  all  their  life  been  pre- 
panng  for  the  Army.     After  the  war  there 
will  be  a  certain  reduction  in  the  number 
of  officers  employed.    Promotion  is  always 
slower  after  a  war,  and  those  young  cadets 
who  have  entered  a  military  college  by 
competition  will  find  themselves  possibly 
prevented  from  ever  attaining  the  higher 
ran  ks  through  their  having  been  superseded 
by  men  who  nave  received  no  military  train- 
ing whatever.     I  think  that  is  unfair,  and 
it  is  not  calculated  to  keep  up  that  im- 
provement in  the  service  which  has  been 
sought  for  so  many  years  in  our  system 
of  military  education.     What  appears  to 
be  the  worst  feature  of  this  system  is  that 
men  are  actually,   I   am  assured,  being 
admitted  into  direct  commissions  in  the 
Army  who  have  failed  in  the   entrance 
examinations  of  those  institutions  in  the 
last  few  years,  and  they  are  superseding 
the  cadets,  actually  for  all  time,  and  going 
above  those  who  have  defeated  them  in 
open  competition  in  the  military  colleges. 
I  cannot  conceive  anything  more  unjust 
and  inexpedient.     I  have  put  questions 
on  the  subject  which  have  been  answered 
by  the  Financial  Secretary  to  the  War 
Office.     I  venture  to  think  that  the  hon. 
Member    had    ])etter  be   a,    little    n^orc 
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candid,  and  not  so  facetious  in  I  many  of  whom  have  strained  thoir  private 
his  replies.  The  other  evening*  I  !  means  to  prepare  their  sons  for  the  com- 
asked  him  if  it  was  a  case  that  direct  petitions  in  these  institutions,  to  find  their 
commissions  were  being  given  to  uni- 1  sons  superseded  by  young  men  who  get 
veraity  men,  colonists,  and  boys  from  I  their  commissions  nobody  knows  how — 
the  public  schools,  and  whether  they  i  by  favour  in  many  instances  and  good 
could  supersede  the  cadets  in  the  mili- 1  luck  perhaps  in  others,  but  certainly  not 
tary  colleges.  The  hon.  Gentleman  |  on  any  principle  of  fairness  or  for  the 
replied  that  those  who  received  comrais-  advantage  ofthesorvicewhich  they  proposed 
sions  from  the  universities  and  the  to  enter.  I  think  the  matter  ought  to  be 
colonists  would  be  really  older  than  the  •  considered  and  ought  to  be  properly 
cadets  in  the  military  colleges,  but  he  understood,  and  ought  not  to  be  approved 
dropped  out  of  his  answer  any  reference  of  either  in  the  House  or  the  country.  I 
to  the  boys  in  the  public  schools.  I  have  trust  the  objectors  to  it  will  not  be  put 
had  to  answer  questions  in  the  House,  ofl*  by  flippant  or  evasive  answers, 
and  if  at  any  time  I  was  unal>le  to  give  a 

full    answer,    I    have   always    told    the!    *Mr.  BUCHANAN  (Aberdeenshire,  R) : 
House  so.     I  do  not  know  whether  the    I  wish  to  say  a  few  words  on  the  un- 
answer   I    have    received  is  ingenuous,    popular  subject  of  £  s.  d.  and  on  the  pro- 
To-night  I  asked  him  whether  if  the  candi-    posals  for  the  permanent  increase  of  the 
dates    from    the    universities    and    the    Arm}^     The  hon.  Gentleman  has  made, 
colonies  are  over  twenty  years  of  age,  the  \  as    he  always    does,   a  most    attractive 
boys  in  the  public  schools  to  whom  com-  \  speech,  and  he  has  dealt  with  the  various 
missions   are   being    offered    would  also    topics   with  which   he  had  to  dejU    in  a 
be  older  than  the  cadets  of  the  military  t  most  lucid  and  aitistic  way.     There  was 
colleges.     I  do  not  think  the  hon.  Mem- ,  one   subject   to  which  he  did  not  devote 
ber  answered  the  question.     It  is  not  fair    his  attention,  and  that  was  the  question 
that  cadets  who  have  received  expensive  '  of   the  cost  of  those  beautiful  schemes 
military    preparation    should    be   super-  j  which  he  and  the  Department  he  represents 
seded  by  boys  from  public  schools  who  have  '  are  continually  laymg  before  this  House, 
no  military  education  at  all.     It  is  per-  j  I    would    ask    the    House    to    consider 
fectly  easy  for  the  War  Office  to  extend  )  what  all  this  is  really  going  to  cost  the 
the  means  of  preparation,  and  I  put  it    country.    Wc  don't  really  get  set  l)efore  us 
whether  it  would  not    be  expedient    to    the  full  cost  of  the  miliUiry  expenditure 
give  a  short  military  course  to  the  niun-  I  of  this  country.     We  had  this  year  laid 
bers  of  voung  men  who  are  anxious  to    before  us    in    the   Estimates    a    charge 
serve  either  in  the  Army,  the  Militia,  or   amounting  to  £60,000,000   for  the  war. 
the  Volunteers.     I  have  also  asked  why  I  But  the  ordinary  expenditiu^e  showed  an 
commissions  have  not  been  offered  to  men   increase  of  £3,000,000,  so  that  the  ordi- 
who  have  qualified  though  not  succeeded  I  nary    expenditure    amounts     to    nearly 
in    recent     examinations,    and    finally,  |  £24,000,000.      That     is    not    all,     for 
whether    this    difficulty  had    not  been    we  will  find  in  another  page  of  the  Esti- 
met  in  the  Crimean  War  by  allowing   mates  military  expenditure  borne  on  the 
cadets  in  the  Royal  Military  Academy  to  ,  Ci\il    Ser\'ice   Estimates    amounting    to 
pass  the  examinations  in  a  year  and  a-half  |  £300,000  or  £400,000.    There  is  also  an 
instead  of  three  years,  probably  requiring  a   expenditure  of  a  million  of  money  imder 
little  more  exertion  on  their  part.    The   the  Military  Works  Act,  these  two  items 
hon.  Gentleman  replied  that  he  could  not    making  together  a  total  of  nearly  a  million 
go  into  matters  of  history.     I  think  that   and  a  half  of  money.     This  is  not  all,  for 
in  the  case  of  the  War  Office,  which  is  i  the  House  will  remember,  for  it  was  men- 
guided  very  much  by  precedent,  it  cer- !  tioned  in  the  debate  last  year,  that  this 
tainly  was  not  a  very  proper  reply,  and  I '  V  no  means  embraces  the  whole  of  the 
would  suggest  that  it  was  far  better  to   military  expenditure  for  which  the   tax- 
let  these  young  men  enter  the  Army  with    payers    of    this    country   have   to    pay. 
shorter  preparation  than  to  take  young  :  There    is  a  large    amount   of    military 
men  from  the  universities  and  the  colonies    expenditure  under  the    Colonial   Office, 
without  any  military  preparation  what- 1  There  are  no  less  than   20,000   troops 
ever.     It  is  extremely  hartl  upon  parents,  |  under  the  Foreign   Office  and  Colomal 

Office,  paid  by  this  country  at  a  charge 
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The  normal  military  expenditure,  there- 
fore, of  this  year,  excluding  war  charges, 
is  something  like  £26,000,000,  and  it 
is  an  increasing  charge.  I  should 
like  to  ask  the  hon.  Gentleman's 
attention  to  this  point — that  in  the 
statement  he  has  laid  before  us  he 
does  not  state  the  full  charges  he  is 
placing  upon  the  coiuitry.  In  the 
memorandum  which  the  Secretary  of 
State  laid  before  the  House,  he 
tells  us  that  there  are  a  good 
many  of  the  Estimates  which  arc 
not  complete  Estimates — that  is  to 
say  that  they  do  not  really  forecast 
the  total  charge.  There  is  an  incom- 
pleteness in  regard  to  the  Volunteer 
charges,  but  there  is  a  much  more  impor- 
tant want  which  was  referred  to  by  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  the 
Forest  of  Dean  with  respect  to  the  charge 
for  warlike  stores.  The  hon.  Gentleman 
said  the  sum  stated  in  the  Estimates  re- 
presented a  small  part  of  the  expenditure 
to  be  incurred  on  this  account.  I  do  not 
think  he  pointed  out  how  enormously  in 
times  past  this  item  has  increased.  Two 
years  ago  it  amounted  to  £2,000,000,  kst 
year  it  was  £2,500,000,  and  this  year  it 
is  3,250,000.  This  is  likely  to  increase 
in  time  to  come  at  a  still  more  rapid  rate. 
There  is  a  further  expenditure  not 
accoiuited  for  in  the  Estimates,  and  that 
is  referreil  to  at  jmge  7  of  the  memonin- 
diun,  where  the  ScKiretary  of  State  telln 
ns  that  no  provision  is  made  for  barrack 
accommodation  for  the  additional  forces 
the  Gk)vemment  intend  to  raise.  We 
know  very  well  the  great  expense  of 
barrack  acconimodation,  and  we  know 
from  past  experience  how  very  serious 
an  item  it  forms  in  our  expenditure. 
I  do  not  intend  to  say  anything 
about  the  charges  for  the  war  itself. 
We  have  discussed  them  before,  and  we 
are  perfectly  prepared  to  grant  to  the 
Grovernment  any  increase  of  money  they 
want,  and  to  hold  them  responsible  for 
making  proper  use  of  it.  I  think  the 
hon.  Gentleman  has  shown  a  desire  to 
meet  the  reasonable  views  of  Members  in 
all  quarters  of  the  House  in  giving  us 
more  particulars  regarding  the  war 
expenditure  than  he  has  hitherto  done. 
I  think  that  he  might  go  further. 
The  actual  pay  for  the  colonial  forces 
amounts  to  £3,300,000,  while  the  ordi- 
nary pay  of  the  British  Army  is  only 
£5,000,000.  Here  we  are  asked  to  vote, 
without  any  knowledge  whatever  of  the 


details,  over  three  millions  of  money  for 
these  most  excellent  forces.  No  doubt 
they  are  comparatively  small  in  numbers 
as  compared  with  the  Regular  forces.  I 
hope  the  hon.  Gentleman  will  give  us 
some  further  particulars  with  respect  to 
\  this  item  in  the  Estimates.  I  want  to 
say  something  about  the  prraanent  in- 
crease of  the  Army — that  is  to  say,  the 
I  proposals  included  in  column  B,  upon 
I  which  the  hon.  Gentleman  dwelt  in  ihe 
last  half  of  his  speech.  What  are  they 
i  going  to  cost  ?  W  c  are  told  in  the  ta])le  at 
I  the  beginning  of  the  Estimates  that  they 
are  gonig  to  entail  an  additional  cost  of 
£1,995,000.  They  are  actually  going  to 
cost  in  this  first  year,  which  is  practically 
one  of  preparation,  an  extra  sum  of 
nearly  two  millions  of  money,  and  as  I 
have  endeavoured  to  point  out  already,  it 
does  not  represent  the  whole  cost,  for  in 
this  column  B  of  the  Army  Estimates  the 
War  Office  enter  nothing  for  works. 
Now  the  works  will  include  banacks,  and 
will  eventually  be  a  considerable  item  of 
expenditure  in  this  matter  of  cost.  An- 
other matter  refers  to  the  non-efieotive 
charges,  and  these  also  will  involve  a  con- 
siderable increase  of  cost. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  That  charge  could 
not  possibly  come  into  the  Estimates  this 
year,  and  it  therefore  cannot  be  dealt 
with. 

♦Mu.  BUCHANAN  :  It  might  havelK>en 
pointe<l  out  to  us  in  the  memorandum  of  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War,  the  object  of 
which  is  to  set  forth  in  full  the  consequences 
likely  to  ensue  upon  the  adoption  of  the 
system  he  is  putting  before  the  country.  I 
only  put  this  before  the  House  because  the 
House  is  rather  apt  to  believe  that  an  in- 
rease  of  £2,000,000  would  represent  the 
whole  extra  charge  involved  in  the  adoption 
of  this  scheme.  There  will  be  a  very  much 
larger  charge  than  that  when  it  comes 
into  operation. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM:  Perhaps  the  hon. 
Member  would  rather  that  ^  did  not  in- 
terrupt, but  resei-ved  my  remarks  till  I 
reply,  but  these  are  merely  estimates,  and 
therefore  it  is  impossible  to  say  the  exact 
charge. 

♦Mr.  BUCHANAN :  That  is  perfectly 
true ;  I  did  not  express  myself  suffi- 
ciently clearly.  This  House  has  a  right 
to  know,  when  it  is  asked  to  commit 
itself  to  an  expansion  and  enlargement  of 
the  military  forces  of  the  country,  what 
charge  vnW  be  entailed,  not  inerely  this 
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yeai*^  but  permanently.  It  is  absurd  for 
the  hdn.  Gentleman  speaking  for  the 
War  Office,  where  there  are  such  excellent 
permanent  officials,  to  scty 

Mr*  WYNDHAM  ;  I  said  nothing  of 
the  kind;  I  said  that  these  were  only 
estimates^ 

♦Mr.  BUCHAllAN }  It  has  been  shown 
in  the  memorandum  of  the  Secretary  of 
State  in  previous  years,  and  there  can 
be  no  reason  whatever  why  it  should  not 
bo  shown  this  year.  The  final  charge 
upon  the  taxpayers  may  be  £3,000,000  or 
£4,000,000  per  annum,  and  we  should 
have  to  look  forward  in  a  very  few 
years  to  Army  Estimates  not  of 
£22,000,000  or  £23,000,000  as  at  present, 
but  of  £25,000,000  or  £26,000,000,  or 
even  of  not  far  short  of  £30,000,000,  when 
the  whole  of  this  scheme  is  carried  into 
operation.  In  addition  to  that,  I  should 
like  to  ask — Is  this  the  time  at  which  the 
Government  should  ask  the  House  and 
the  country  to  siinction  a  scheme  of  this 
sort  1  Everyone  is  aware  that  at  this 
moment  the  country  has  special  finan- 
cial burdens  imposed  upon  it  for  the 
purpose  of  carrjdng  through  this  war,  and 
it  is  not  the  time  for  imposing  extra 
burdens  which  are  not  absolutely  neces- 
sary. Still  more  would  I  demur  to  it 
being  a  proper  time  at  which  to  commit 
the  House  to  a  permanent  alteration  in 
our  Army  system,  seeing  that  as  long  as 
the  war  is  progi*essing  we  really  do  not 
know  what  our  future  Imperial  responsi- 
bilities may  be.  Various  expedients  are 
being  and  have  been  resort^  to  by  the 
Government  during  the  progress  of  the 
war  which  are  perfectly  justifiable  in 
war  time,. but  which  I  am  by  no  means 
prepared  to  admit  are  justifiable  for  adop- 
tion into  the  permanent  military  system 
of  the  country.  There  is  the  totally  new 
proposal  to  take  over  two  native  Indian 
regiments  on  to  the  British  establishment, 
while  the  hon.  Gentleman  appeared  to  be 
going  even  further  than  that,  for  he  stated 
the  Government  were  going  to  establish  a  , 
foreign  roster  in  the  Iiidian  native  army, 
and  that  two  of  the  extra  native  regi- 
ments raised  by  India  were  to  be  taken 
over  by  Her  Majesty's  Government.  That 
is  a  perfectly  justifiable  expedient  in  time 
of  war,  but  we  ought  not  to  be  asked  now 
to  sanction  it  as  a  permanent  institution 
in  our  future  military  organisiition.  With 
regard  to  the  colonial  contingents, 
I  entirely  agree  with  what  has  ])een  said 

Mr,  Buchaiuin, 


as  tO'  the  very  valuable  and  ivaportaatt 
aid  they  Iftfve  been  aWe  to  render  in  the 
present  war,  bift  I  swtbnMt  that  we  ou^it 
not  to  be  expected  to  commit  ourselves 
to-night,  not  for  this  present  year  only, 
but  for  all  futurity,  to  the  asBumpUon 
that  the  organisation  of  the  naMtarv 
forces  of  the  colonies  is  pait  of  the 
regular  military  organisation  of  tMv 
country.  There  were  one  or  two  obser- 
vations of  the  bon.  Gentleman  which 
rather  aroused  my  sii-spicion,  such 
a^  when  he  spoke  of  the  possible  remodel- 
ling of  our  system  of  Imperial  defence, 
and  when  he  referred  to  the  evolution  of 
various  schemes;  of  colonial  defence. 
Those  remarks  justify  my  suspicion  that 
there  is  an  intention  on  the  part  of  the 
Government  when  this  war  is  ended  to 
make  these  colonial  forces  a  paart  of  the 
regular  military  organisation  c<  the 
Empire,  to  help  in  home  defence  aj?  well 
as  in  colonial  defence. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  was  undei-stood  to 
dissent. 

*Mk.  BUCHANAN:  The  hon.  Gentle- 
man shakes  his  head.  All  I  wish  to  say 
is  that  we  ought  not  to  be  asked  now  to 
commit  ourselves  to  any  final  decision 
as  to  what  is  to  be  done  with  this  aid 
which  the  Colonial  Governments  have  so 
spontaneously  and  generously  offered. 
We  ought  not  to  be  expected  to  commit 
ourselves  to  any  organised  or  unorcanisod 
sheme  of  Imperial  defence,  which  rests 
upon  the  aid  of  the  self-eoveming 
colonies.  All  these  schemes  of  military 
consolidation  between  the  colonies  and 
the  mother  country,  if  the  Government 
intend  to  go  to  that  length,  are,  I 
think,  a  mistake.  The  stability 
of  our  colonial  empire  rests  upon 
our  self-governing  colonies  being  left 
free  and  independent  as  regards  mili- 
tary administration  and  military  control 
in  the  future  as  they  have  been  in  the 
past.  If  you  endeavour  to  tighten  the 
reins  over  them  and  to  make  demands 
upon  them  for  military  aid,  they  will 
expect,  in  the  first  place,  a  quid  pro  qm, 
and,  in  the  second  place,  they  will  be 
exceedingly  jealous  of  anything  which 
savours  of  Downing  Street  interference 
with  the  management  of  the  military  or  any 
other  part  of  their  affairs.  At  the  present 
time  the  House  is  not  in  a  condition  to  ex- 
press a  settled  and  reasoned  judgment  on 
this  subject.  We  all  hope  that  we  are  nin\' 
beginning  to  see  the  end  of  this  war,  and 


641 


SuppJif 


J 12  MAiirH  1900}  {Arnnf  H<ti,mtrs.)         0-12 


there  were  two  ftnportant  places  which 
the  hon.  Gentleman  did  not  mention, 
namelv,  the  West  Coast  of  Africa  and 
Wei-hai-wei.  The  Under  Secretary  for 
War  acknowledged  last  year  that  tliough 
the  expenditure  on  the  latter  place  was 
then  a  small  one,  a  vast  amount  of  ex- 
penditure would  be  involved  in  the 
future,  and  we  lind  that  Wei-hai 
included      in      this     table     for 
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that  soon  the  troops  will  bo  coming  home 
victorious  from  that  campaign,  and  this 
is  not  a  moment  to  embark  upon  schemes 
of  permanent  reorganisation.  Whatever 
the  hon.  Gentleman  opposite  may  say, 
the  whole  of  this  large  increase  of  mili- 
tary expenditure  depends  upon  the  policy 
of  Her  Majesty's  Government.  He  asked 
whether  it  was  due  to  the  recent  policy 
of  Imperial  expansion.  Ho  might  have 
answered  the  question  from  the  Memo-  the  fii'st  time  this  year,  but  it  is  certainly 
randum  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  f(^r  on  not  the  last  time  it  will  apptiar.  That  is 
page  2  of  that  document  we  are  told  that  certainly  one  of  the  simple  cases  in  which 
it  is  the  growth  of  our  Imperial  respon-  expansion  of  the  Empire  and  increased 
sibilities  that  rendei*s  necessary  this  Imperial  re.sponsi))ilitie'^  have  directly  led 
increased  expenditure,  and  therefore  I  to  increased  military  expenditure.  The 
agree  with  the  Secretary  of  State  rather  hon.  Gentleman  passed  glibly  by  South 
than  with  the  hon.  Gentleman.  I  Africa.  In  his  limited  view  to-night 
am  bound  to  say,  however,  that  South  Africa  included  only  Cape  Colorf}% 
the    hon.    Gentleman   did    not     go    so    which  was  taken  from  the  Dutch  in  the 


far  as  the  Leader  of  the  House. 
The  Leader  of  the  House  is  the 
ohly  person  who  has  maintained  or  is 
capable  of  maintaining  the  extraordinary 


beginning  of  the  century,  and  Natal, 
which  was  taken  about  fifty  years  ago. 
But  when  was  it  we  got  Bechuanaland, 
Rhodesia,  and  Northern  Rhodesia  beyond 


paradox  that  expenditure  in   no  degree    the  Zambesi  ?     When  was  it  we  annexed 


depends  upon  policy.  The  Under  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  War  gave  us,  how- 
ever, a  very  amusing  and  interesting 
history  of  the  acquisition  of  the  various 
parts  of  the  Empire  in  which  we  have 
forces  established  at  present.  That 
was  taken  from  a  table  at  the  end  of  the 
Army  Estimates,  but  there  were  one  or 
two  stations  which  the  hon.  Gentleman 
omitted  to  mention. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  I  did  not  omit  any 
British  infantry  battalions. 

*Mr.  BUCHANAN  :  I  daresay  not,  but 
I  cannot  distin^ish  from  the  particulars 
given  here  which  are  British  regiments 
and  which  are  native. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  At  page  22  of  the 
Estimates  the  hon.  Member  will  find  that 
information. 


British  Central  Africa,  British  East 
Africa,  Uganda  ?  We  have  been  annex- 
ing, in  the  past  ten  years,  millions 
of  square  miles  in  Eastern,  Central, 
and  Southern  Africa.  As  to  the  West 
Coast  of  Africa,  we  find  actually  entered 
in  this  table  the  number  of  troops  there, 
and  the  increasing  charge  coming  year 
after  year  on  the  Estimates  in  conse<|uence 
of  the  expansion  of  territory  there  and 
the  increase  of  our  obligations.  It  will  lie 
remembered,  too,  that  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  in  his  Budget  statements 
of  1897  and  1898,  I  think,  when  deplor- 
ing the  increase  of  expenditure,  mentioned 
as  one  of  the  causes  of  that  increased  ex- 
penditure our  expansions  in  Africa,  the 
annual  cost  of  which  he  reckoned  at 
£1,000,000  a  year.  It  is  beyond  all 
question  that  this  large  incrciise  of  our 
^  military  expenditure  is  distinctlv  due  to 
*Mr.  BUCHANAN  :  The  hon.  Gentle- '  the  recent  expansions  of  the  pWpire,  and 


man  confined  himself  to  British  infantrv 
battalions,  but  he  will  be  the  first  to 
allow  that  the  expansion  of  the  Empire 
may  be  carried  through  with  other  arms 
of  our  military  forces  than  British  infantrv 


the  hon.  Gentleman  cannot  shift  from  the 
shoulders  of  his  Government  the  respon- 
sil)ility  which    lies  upon    them    for   the 
expansions     which     have     been    under 
taken   under  their  auspices  during   th«^ 


battalions.  I  observed  in  this  appendix  past  five  years.  I  have  ventured  to  call 
that,  leaving  out  South  Africa  and  Egypt  |  the  attention  of  the  House  to  these  par- 
altogether,  you  have  an  increase  in  money  ticular  matters,  because  the  full  liabilities 
charge  upon  the  various  places  mentioned  |  to  be  imposed  upon  the  country  have  not 
by  the  hon.  Gentleman  of  no  less  than  been  properly  and  fully  stated,  and  I  also 
X185,000  in  the  present  year,  and  the  desire  to  protest  against  the  House  being 
charge  ha«  been  a  steadily  growing  committed  by  the  discussion  to-night  to 
charge  for  the  last  three  years.      But   an  approval  of  a  scheme  for  the  pcrma 
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iieut  reorganisation  of  our  military  system,  j  'l)attalions  of  infantry,  and  some  batteries 
and  increase  of  our  military  expenditure.  '  of  artillery  were  to  be  raised  With 
Major  RASCH  (Essex,  8.E.) :  While  !  regard  to  the  raising  of  those  new  bat- 
I  venture  to  congratulate  the  hon.  Gentle-  j  talions  and  regiments,  I  remember  that 
man  the  Under  Secretary  for  War  upon  '  "^  Shakespeare's  Henry  IV.,  Glendower 
his  retiu-n  to  the  House,  I  am  bound  to  :  says,  "  I  can  call  spirits  from  the  vasty 
say  that  I  thought  his  remarks  more  ;  deep,"  to  which  Hotspur  replies,  "  \\Tiy, 
eloquent  than  convincing.  I  concur  with  so  can  I :  or  so  can  any  man  :  But  will 
every  word  spoken  by  the  right  hon.  t  ^^^^y  come,  when  you  do  call  for  them  ? " 
Biironet  opposite,  whom  I  consider  to  be  ^  ^^  ^^^  think  the  War  Office  have  very 
an  expert  in  all  matters  connected  with  '  inuch  chance  of  getting  the  battalions  of 
military  orgainsatioii,  and  I  wish  to  sup-  infantry  or  the  batteries  of  artillery  they 
port  his  remarks  in  reference  to  the  speech  i  l>r<>ix>se  to  raise.  As  to  109,000  or  TlO.OOO 
made  by  the  Leader  of  the  House  at  j  Hegulais  supposed  to  be  at  home,  of  what 
Manchester  three  months  ago.  The  right '  ^^  that  numbei-  comix>sed  ?  There  wer-e 
hon.  (lentleman  then  said  that  three  army  ;  seventeen   battalions   of   infantry,    seven 


corps  had  been  sent  to  South  Africa.  There 
is  not  a  single  military  expert  who  does  not 
know  perfectly  well  that  three  army  corps 


regiments  of  cavalry,  and  twenty-one 
batteries  of  artillery,  making  in  the 
aggregate  about  24,500  men.     The  rest  of 


were  not  sent.  What  was  sent  was  a  j  ^^e  109,000  were  recruits.  Army  Ileser>e 
heterogeneous  collection  of  regiments,  I  ^^^\  Army  Service  Corps,  Engineers, 
pitch-forked  together,  without  the  neces- 1  Royal  Medical  Corps,  and  servants  and 
sary  complement  of  guns,  staff,  or  trans- '  clerks.  That  is  not  a  mobile  army  that 
port.  I  also  concur  in  the  remarks  of  the  |  you  could  send  abroad.  If  those  109,000 
right  hon.  Baronet  in  reference  to  the  '  ^^'^'*^  ^^P^^le  soldiers,  it  is  not  in  barracks 
statement  of  the  Leader  of  the  House  that  I  at  Chelsea  or  Hounslow  they  should  be, 
the  military  critics  here  boasted  that  they  ^^it  under  the  Southern  Cross.  With 
did  not  believe  in  an  Army  Reserve.  It  Is  j  regard  to  the  Volunteers,  it  is  a  very 
not  we  who  do  not  believe  in  an  Army  i  good  thing  to  increase  the  capitation 
Reserve,  but  the  right  hon.  (Tcntleman'^s  grant,  but  there  is  hardly  a  man  in  this 
own  nominee,  Lord  \VolHc*ley,  a  most  dis-  i  House  who  has  shouldered  a  rifle  in  a 
tinguished  soldiei-,  who  said  in  his  exami- 1  Volunteer  corps  who  does  not  know  that 
nation  before  the  Royal  Commission  that  it  is  a  counsel  of  perfection  to  say  you 
the  Reserve  was  somewhat  of  a  sham  and  ^^e  going  to  put  the  \'olunteers  under 
that  the  people  bked  to  have  it  so.  The  canvas  for  a  month  or  even  fourteen  < lays, 
speeches  of  the  hon.  Gentleman  the  You  may  get  them  for  three  or  possiiily 
Lender  Secretary  of  State  for  War,  in  ,  six  days,  but  there  is  not  the  slightest 
coimection  with  home  <lefence,  seem  to  |  chance  of  getting  them  for  fourteen.  We 
^  -1      11  ,  .      „         ,    ^ji  agpQg  ^^Q^  [^  jj,  j^  g^Q^I  thing  that  the 

War  Office  are  going  to  give  the  Volun- 
teers mobile  guns,  but  what  is  the  War 
Office  idea  of  a  mobile  gun  t  A  little 
while  ago,  when  the  present  Under  Sec- 
retary of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  waa 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War,  we 


show  a  considerable  amount  of  intellectual 
detachment.  I  also  think  it  rather 
suspicious  when  there  is  a  general  agree- 
ment between  the  right  hon.  Gentlemen 
on  the  two  front  benches  ;  sue  i  a  state  of 
things  is  not  in  the  interests  of  either  the 

Navy  or  the  Army.     The  remarks  of  the  ^         --    ,    .^ 

hon.  Gentleman  were  of  the  old  character ;  ^^cre  told  that  the  Volunteers  had  mobile 
that  is  to  say,  "  Take  a  million  of  money,  guns,  while  we  know  perfectly  well  that 
put  it  in  the  slot,  and  take  out  20,000    ^'hat  they  had  then  were  ^b-poundei-s, 


men."    The  hon.  Gentleman  said  a  month 
ago   that   we   had    109,000  Regulars  at 


without  any  horses — about  as  mobile  as 
the  table  there  or  the  Clock  Tower  out- 


home,  while  the  Secretary  of  State  for  '  side.  As  to  the  Yeomanry,  anyone  with 
War  went  one  better  in  another  place,  j  any  knowledge  of  the  subject  knows  that 
and  said  we  had  1 10,000.  He  also  it  is  absolutely  impossible  to  get  them  out 
stated  that  the  Volunteers  were  to  be  put  for  a  month's  training,  not  because  the 
on  a  ]>etter  footing;  that  they  were  to  i  Veomen  would  not  be  anxious  to  do  a  bit 
have  ranges  and  guns;  that  the  Yeomanry  of  soldiering,  but  because  perhaps  one- 
were  to  be  called  out  for  a  month's  train-  third  of  them  are  not  mounted  on  their 
ing  ;  that  the  Militia  would  be  encouraged  own  horses.  With  regard  to  the  four  new 
and  givfen  transport  and  guns;  that  seven  cavalry  regiments,  I  understand  the  idea 
reserve  battalions  were  to  be  called  up ;  ^^as  to  take  the  reserve  s^jimdrons, 
that  four  regiments  of  cavalry,  twelve  turn  them  into  service  squadrons,  and 
Mr,  Buchanan. 
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out  of  them  compose  cavalry  regiments.  |  the  question  of  the  number  of  battalions 
The  War  Office  can  do  a  good  deal.  I  |  at  home  and  the  number  abroad  alluded 
know  that  in  my  own  regiment  when,  to  in  the  rescript  of  Lord  Lansdownc. 
they  wanted  to  send  it  to  India,  as  it  was  The  noble  Lord  said  that  the  numl^er 
not  usual  to  send  heavy  cavalry  regiments  of  battalions  abroad  was  seventy-six 
to  India  then,  the  War  Office  conceived  |  and  the  number  at  home  sixty-nine. 
the  brilliant  idea  of  making  it  a  light  They  have  proposed  to  equalise  them,  and 
cavalry  regiment  by  giving  the  men  blue  they  have  proposed  it  in  this  way  :  they 
coats  instead  of  red.  I  cannot,  see,  how- 1  take  three  battalions  which  have  not  been 
e\er,  how  they  are  going  to  change  a  raised  and  which  have  no  praetit-jil 
r»3.serve  squadron  into  a  service  squadron  existence,  and  add  theiji  to  the  number 
by  a  mere  stroke  of  the  j)on.  The  hon.  of  batt^dions  at  home.  The  luui.  Aleni 
(tentleman  spoke  the  other  day  uf  a  l>er  then  j)roposed  to  take  a  l)attalion  at 
reserve  fi(piarlron  )>eing  GOO  strong.  1  (Gibraltar  and  said  it  w.is  on  the  homo 
know  of  one  at  llounslow  900  strong,  strength,  although  it  is  hundicds  of  miles 
But  those  reserve  8<iuadrons  are  composed  fruTU  London,  and  this  battalion,  as  we 
almost  entirely  of  recruits.  This  one  at  i  should  say  in  this  House,  Mouhl  count 
HounsU»w  has  two  cavalry  officei*s  who  '  twice  upon  a  division.  Then  he  says  that 
had  had  any  soldiering  and  five  other  your  battalions  abroad  are  all  right  and 
officers.  How  you  are  going  to  turn  |  that  they  are  only  two  battalions  below 
reserve   squadrons  which   are  subsidiary    the  strength  of  the  battalions  at  home] 


and  auxiliary  to  the  troops  at  the  front 
into  service  squadrons,  and  make  them 


understand.  As  to  the  Militia,  it  used  to 
be  the  glory  and  pride  of  a  Militia  batta- 
lion in  the  old  days  that  it  could  put 
1 ,000  men  into  the  line,  but  that  is  not 
the  case  now.    Under  these  circumstances 


I   do   not  think  I   ever   heard   such   an 
argument,  for  it  is  like  trving  to  justify 


regular  regiments,    I   absolutely   fail   to    the  following  calculation  :   the  hon.  Mem- 


ber would  count  the  Members  of  this 
House  at  670;  you  then  multiply  the 
clerks'  table  twice  over,  take  two-thirds, 
count  the  Chairman  twice  over  and 
deduct   him ;    there   you   have   the   pro- 


some  hon.  friends  and  myself  prepared  a  portions  and  there  you  are.  I  think  that 
Bill  which  would  have  given  what  we  call  !  calculation  is  quite  as  goo<l  as  that  of  the 
the  IwiUot  system  for  the  Militia.  We  '  War  Office.  I  am  afraiil  I  have  tresimssod 
did  not  introduce  it  because  of  a  speech  upon  the  time  of  the  House;  but  this  i.s  a 
made  by  an  eminent  politician  who  said  subject  in  which  I  take  considerable  in- 
that  the  ballot  for  the  Militia  meant  con-  terest,  and  that  is  my  excuse  for  having 
scription,  that  conscription  would  bring  done  so. 
consternation  and  misery  to  every  home, 

and  that  the  very  idea  of  conscription  Mr.  WxVRNEU  (Staffordshire,  Lich- 
was  driving  a  number  of  young  men  to  field) :  I  should  like  to  express  my  con- 
America.  That  was  a  very  extraordinary  currence  in  the  views  of  the  right  hon. 
statement.  The  Boers  between  the  ages  Baronet  the  Member  for  the  Forcfst  of 
of  fourteen  and  sixty  are  enlisting  to  De^n  in  almost  all  the  points  he  put 
tight  those  whom  they  believe  to  be  the  ,  forward.  There  is  one  thing  which  has 
enemies  of  their  country,  and  yet  we  are  not  been  mentioned,  however,  and  that 
told  that  men  are  running  away  from  is  that  the  foremost  thing  a))out  the  Army 
Enghind  rather  than  stand  the  chance  of  that  wants  reforming  is  th(^  War  Office. 
having  to  serve  in  the  Militia  at  home.  Perhaps  the  most  seri(ms  part  of  their 
The  hon.  Gentleman  referred  to  stores.  ,  behaviour  is  the  answers  they  put  into 
That  is  a  rather  sore  subject.  The  Secre-  the  hands  of  hon.  Gentlemen  and  right 
tary  of  State  for  War  was  "  struck,"  as  he  hon.  Gentlemen  who  have  to  give  answers 
calls  it,  the  other  day  with  the  fact  that ,  in  this  House.  The  hon.  (Tentleman  the 
stores  were  insufficient.  That  is  rather  an  '  Under  Secretiiry  for  War  gav(!  an  answer 
odd  expression  to  use.  I  remember  when  the  other  day  to  a  cpiestion  saying  that 
hon.  Gentlemen  on  this  side  of  the  House  the  tioops  were  waiting  for  the  trans- 
were  struck  with  the  insufficiency  of  ports.  He  said  they  were  all  ready  and 
stores,  and  when  the  right  hon.  Gentle-  i  would  go  as  soon  as  the  transports  were 
man  opposite,  who  was  then  Secretary  of  available.  From  another  question  answered 
State  for  War,  had  apparently  omitted  to  by  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  it 
take  note  of  the  fact,  with  a  result  not  turned  out  that  the  Admiralty  did  not 
very  fortunate  to  the  Government  then  get  the  application  for  the  transports  till 
in  office.     I  should  also  like  to  refer  to  '  the  Wednesday  after  this  answer  had  been 
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given.*  That  is  one  of  the  cases  in  which 
the  War  Office  has  sent  out  an  answer 
which  is  misleading.  I  do  not  say  it  is 
absohitely  incorrect,  but  everyone  in 
this  House  and  out  of  it  generally  under- 
stood by  the  answer  that  the  transports 
had  been  commissioned. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  Yes,  thev  harl,  one 
week  befoje. 

Mr.  ^VAHNKPt :  And  practically  the 
only  thing  that  was  wanted  were  the 
transports. 

Mr.  A\'YNI)HAM  :  They  may  have 
been  unable  to  supply  them,  but  the  men 
were  ready. 

Mr.  WARNER :  Then  I  will  withdraw 
my  expression  "  misleading,"  and  say 
these  ambiguous  answers  are  leading 
people  to  think  something  which  is  not 
the  case  and  which  has  not  happened. 
That  is  not  the  only  case,  for  there  are 
lots  of  other  answers  which  lead  people  to 
think  that  something  has  happened  which 
has  not  happened,  and  it  is  very  annoying 
to  find  out  that  they  have  got  some  answer 
which  means  something  ambiguous.  There 
is  another  point  which  is  rather  important, 
and  this  <[uoscion  emphasises  it.  All 
through  this  great  stress  there  has  been  a 
want  of  cohesion  betwet'u  the  War  Office 
and  the  Admiralty.  It  is  a  very  small 
niattei%  hut  it  Jias  shown  that  they  do  not 
work  completely  in  unison.  People  are 
very  fond  of  going  to  see  their  friends  off 
to  the  war,  and  ladies,  and  the  wives  and 
sisters  and  relatives  of  the  soldiers  espe- 
cially, were  anxious  to  do  so.  They 
applied  for  orders  to  see  them  off  on  the 
ship.  The  War  Office  telegraphs  that 
the  onlers  will  be  all  right,  and  the  em- 
barking officer  receives  instructions  to  pass 
them.  But  the  Admiralty  interferes 
because  the  ship  is  part  of  their  business, 
and  the  Admiraltv  issue  orders  that  ladies 
and  those  who  come  to  see  the  soldiers  otf 
cannot  go  on  board.  That  shows  the 
want  of  cohesion  between  the  two  Depart- 
ments. I  do  iiot  wish  to  detail,  the 
House,  but  there  are  a  great  many  more 
points  of  the  same  sort  that  one  could 
give.  For  instance,  it  is  clear  that  there 
has  been  some  friction  between  the  War 
Office  and  the  Admiraltv  with  regard  to 
contracts  for  the  feeding  of  the  troops  on 
the  transports. 

*  See  Questions  relatinj^  lo  the  transport  of 
the  Eighth  Division,  fhe  Parliammtary 
Debates,  Vol.  Ixxix.,  Kehraary  27,  page  1*205; 
March  1,  page  1413  ;  March  2,  page  1519. 

Mr.  JVttrnnr. 


Mr.  WVNDHAM  :  No. 


Mr.  WAKNER  :  The  hon.  Gentleman 
says  there  was  no  friction,  but  probably 
there  was  a  certain  amount  of  corre- 
spondence. There  was  some  correspon- 
dence as  to  the  transports  to  be  used,  and 
as  to  the  way  they  were  to  be  used.  One 
day  the  War  Office  applied  for  a  trans- 
port to  carry  munitions,  and  then  they 
would  say  the  munitions  were  not  wanted 
on  that  ship.  On  another  occasion  they 
would  ask  for  a  ship  to  carry  so  many 
horses,  and  then  a  week  or  so  after  they 
would  say  it  was  not  so  many  men  but 
more  horses.  These  things  were  con- 
tinually going  on.  I  know  they  are  not 
the  fault  of  the  Under  Secretary  for  War 
in  his  capacity  as  the  representative  of 
the  Government,  but  they  are  the 
inherent  faults  of  the  War  Office  system, 
which  I  am  very  sorry  to  say  there  has 
been  no  attempt  to  remedy  at  all,  except 
in  the  one  case  of  appointing  another  officer 
to  superintend  the  embarkation  of  the  Re- 
serve forces.  I  should  like  to  say  a  won  I 
on  the  question  of  the  cavalry,  which  has 
been  raised  by  the  hon.  and  gallant  Mem- 
ber for  South-east  Essex.  The  proposal 
may  be  a  real  increase  for  all  we  know, 
but  there  is  a  very  curious  position.  A 
squadi'on  is  to  be  added  to  e^ch  of  the 
Household  Cavalry  regiments,  and  that 
turns  out  to  be  a  scpia  Iron  of  men  with- 
out officers.  There  are  no  officers  to  l»e 
added,  but  it  is  merely  an  increase  of  the 
squadrons  that  already  exist  by  so  many 
men.  I  hope  that  the  four  regiments  to 
be  added  are  not  to  be  all  regiments 
without  officers.  There  are  one  or  two 
things  about  the  Militia  which  I  should 
like  to  have  pressed.  The  first  thing  is 
that  the  bountv,  which  is  to  l>e  increased 
and  consolidated,  ought  to  be  published 
as  soon  as  possible,  because  you  will  not 
get  the  recruits  until  you  publish  what  in- 
crease you  are  going  to  make.  I  asked 
for  it  some  time  ago,  and  I  hope  this 
matter  will  not  be  delayed  any  longer. 
It  is  a  veiy  important  question,  and  the 
sooner  vou  state  what  the  bounty  is  the 
better.  Just  now  is  the  time  of  the  year 
to  get  the  recruits,  for  later  on  they  will 
be  much  scarcer  when  there  is  plenty  of 
work  in  the  country.  I  should  like  the 
Under  Secretary  for  War  to  state  what 
the  bounty  is  for  this  extra  six  months 
training.  There  is  another  bounty  besides 
the  usual  one  that  is  to  be  a  permanent 
consolidation.  He  mentioned  one  thing  I 
should   like   to   understand  bett^i*.       Ho 
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said  that  the  Militia  was  to  be  increased, ,  that  is  possible  should  l)e  done  to   bring 

and  that  the  battalions  were  to  l>e  raised  them  up  to  the  proper  standard, 
so  as  to  equalise  the  Kegular  Iwittalions. 

Are  the  existing  l>attalions  to  l>e  brought      *Sir    HENRV    FLETCHER    (Sussex, 

up  to  the  full  Imttalion  strength,  oi*  only  Lewes) :  I  propose  to  limit  my  observa- 

those  companies  in  the  Militia  )>attalions  ]  tions  solely  to  the  Volunteer  scheme  put 

That  is  a  point  which  makes  some  differ-  forward  by  my  hon.  friend.     As   one  of 

ence.     Last  year  two  or  three  were  re-  the  senior  officers  in  tlie  Volunteer  force 

duced  to  six  company  Imttalions,  and  are  who  has  served  in  that  force  from  its  very 

they   to   be   raised    again   to   the    same  earliest  commencement,  I  may  say  that  1 

strength   as   the   Regular  and    ordinary  heartily  agree  with  the  scheme  which  has 

battalions  would  l>e  ?     I  hope  something  been   put  forward   to  meet    the   present 

will  be  done  in  the  case  of  the  Militiaman  emergency.      We  have  for  a   very  long 

who  is  an  old  soldier,  and  who  is  forbidden,  time  hardly  been  recognised  as  a  force, 

in    consecpience    of    having    served    his  We   have  had  our  ups  and  downs,    but 

country  in  the  Militia,  from  taking  this  now  I  think  it  is  a  happy  moment  for  all 

£22.     1  suppose  he  is  not  going  to  l>e  de-  of  us  who  h^xe  endeavoured  to  make  this 

barred,  l>ecause  he  has  served  his  country  force  to  find  that  we  are  now  recognised 

in    the    Militia,    altogether  from   hanng  as  an  important  portion  of  the  forces  that 

some  reward  which  any  other  old  soldier  are   to  be  used  for   the  defence  of  this 

who      has      not     ser\'ed     his      country  country.       Many    hon.     Members    may 

in    the  past  few  years   will   receive   for  think,  and  others  outside  this  House  may 

serving  for  one  year.     I  congratulate  the  also  think,  that  calling  upon  the   Volun- 

right  hon.   Gentleman  the  ^lember   for  teers  to  serve  in  this  emergency  this  year 

the  Forest  of  Dean  upon  the  plea  he  has  for     twenty-eight    days   in     camp    will 

made  against  this  lioyal  Reserve  being  •  be      a      hardship      upon       them.        As 

tied  up  at  home.     I  do   not  think  there  one    who    has    had   a     great     deal     to 

should  be  any  difficulty  about  it   as  to  do    with     the     Volunteer     forces,    may 

the    year's   se^^^ce   being  added,  and   I  1  say  that  1  believe  the  Volunteers  will 

think  it  is  a  great  pity  that  that  should  cheerfully   accept    the    proposition    laid 

have   been   put   into  their  conditions   of  down   by   the    War   Office,  and   will   do 

service.     With  regard  to  the  rifle  ranges  everything  in  their  power  to  carry  it  out. 

I  understand  •that  most  of  them  are  not  We  nuist   recollect  that  when  the  Militia 

in  this  Vote  at  all,  but  that  they  come  is  embodied  and  when  the  defence  of  the 

under  the  Works  Vote,  and  are  not  in  country  is  considered  of   paramoiuit  im- 

the  Army  Estimates  at  all.  portance,  the  Government  and  the  War 

Mr.  ^VYNDHAM :    Thev  are   under  ?*<'«'  "*"  f "  "?""'''  7Tff''^i\il 

the  Military  Work.s  Act.      '  ^^\'''''  ^TJ"  if  **  .S 

'^  countrv.     But  they  have  met  us  on  this 

Mr.  WARNER :  What  is  in  this  Esti-  occasion  and  in  this  emergency  in  a 
mate  is  an  extra  £100,000  to  assist  different  way.  They  have  asked  us  to 
Volunteer  regiments  to  get  rifle  ranges,  come  forward  voluntarily,  and  they  have 
I  only  wish  to  make  it  quite  clear  that  proposed  what  are,  in  my  opinion,  most 
this  £100,000  does  not  in  any  way  repre-  i  liberal  terms  to  the  force  for  this  emer- 
sent  what  is  to  be  spent  on  ranges  this  gency.  I  hope  that  all  commanding 
year.  Everylnxiy  has  realised  now  that  officers  will  take  the  wonl  from  me  and 
ranges  are  one  of  the  most  important  say  that  it  shall  ))e  done.  There  is,  how- 
things  we  could  possibly  si)end  the  money  ever,  one  iK)int  I  do  not  (juito  grasp  in 
upon,  and  I  hopi*  the  War  Office  is  by  my  hon.  friend's  scheme,  and  that  is 
this  time  fully  alive  to  the  necessity  of  wht'ther  camps  will  hv  found*  for  the 
having  a  great  many  more  ranges  than  Volunteers  by  the  (Tovernment  free  of 
at  the  present  moment.  The  \\  ar  Office  expense  to  commanding  officei*s  ;  and 
takes  a  long  time  after  it  has  realised  whether  another  important  item,  that  of 
anything  to  put  it  into  execution,  but  I  j  water,  will  also  be  found  free,  or  whether 
hope  that  the  pressure  which  the  coimtry  '  we  shall  ha^'e  to  find  that  ourselves. 
is  putting  upon  them  in  regard  to  new  I  think  there  was  another  matter 
ranges  will  make  the  War  Office  fully  which  probably  may  not  come  under 
alive  to  the  necessities  of  the  case.  I  hope  '  the  head  of  allowances.  The  hon.  Gentle- 
everything  will  be  done  not  only  to  raise  man  told  us  that  the   Volunteers,  when 


more  artillery,  but  also  to  increase  the 
efficiency  of  our  batteries,  and  everything 


in  camp,  would  receive,  in  all  ranks,  the 
daily  piy  of  Regular  soldiers.     Does  that 
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mean  as  well  the  ordinary  soldiers'  allow- 1  their  men  to  go  into  camp  for  as  long  a 
anees,  and  would  the  War  Office  allow  period  as  possible.  One  thing  I  think  is  of 
free  ration  to  bo  given  to  the  Volunteer  great  importance,  and  it  is  this :  that  it  will 
forces  when  in  camp  1  I  also  wish  to  possibly  be  the  means,  by  lengthening  the 
know  whether  the  separation  allowances  period  of  camping  out,  of  eliminating  from 
granted  to  Regular  soldiers  in  camp  will  the  force  a  great  many  of  the  men  who 
also  be  afforded  to  the  Volunteers  while  never  come  to  camp,  and  who  hardly  do 
in  camp.  When  my  hon  friend  has  an  |  any  drills  except  just  sufficient  to  make 
opportunity  of  replying  I  think  it  will  be  themsehes  efficient  for  shooting  purposes, 
a  gratificiition  to  all  connected  with  the  Those  men  possibly  this  year  may  go,  and 
force  if  these  two  or  three  points  I  can  say,  as  one  who  knows  the  force  well, 
could  be  cleared  up.  I  hope  that  this  that  we  shall  not  regret  their  absence.  I 
year  ciimp  instruction  will  be  devoted  think  that  the  proposals  of  the  Govern- 
mainly  to  the  practice  of  musketry,  '  ment  are  most  satisfactory  with  regard  to 
because  that  is  no  doubt  the  most  im-  the  Volunteers.  We  will  all  do  what  we 
portant  |K)rtion  of  the  Volunteers'  drill  can,  and  I  am  siu'e  the  Volunteers  will  do 
at  this  time.  We  have  endeavoured  to  their  best  to  prove  themselves  to  be  a  real 
make  oui-selves  more  efficient  in  musketry,  force  with  nothing  sham  about  them, 
and  if  this  year  when  these  camps  are  *Major  JAMESON  (Clare,  W.) :  I 
formed  -and  are  formed  in  the  ^^cimty  ,  ^^ionU  like  to  make  a  few  remarks  upon 
of  ranges,  which  I  hope  they  will  be—  the  subject  of  the  memorandum,  in  the 
with  an  officer  appointed  from  one  of  the  |  hope  that  the  hon.  Gentleman  will  answer 
musketry  staffs  to  carry  out  mstruction  ;  f ^Uy  several  deductions  which  I  think  can 
in  musketry  it  >nll  be  of  the  greatest ,  be  drawn  from  them.  On  page  3  I 
value  to  commanding  officers  and  to  those  i^^tjce  seven  battalions  of  horse  artillery 
taknig  part  m  the  camp.  Although  I  ^nd  thirty-six  batteries  of  field  artillery 
have  had  my  battalion  and  brigade  in  ^re  about^to  be  raised.  Then  there  com^ 
camp  for  the  past  twenty-six  consecutive  ,  the  extraordinary  statement  that  in  time 
years,  it  has  been  impossible,  owing  to  the  ^  ^f  peaxje  the  new  horse  and  field  artillery 
short  period  we  have  been  in  camp,  to  batteries  will  be  retained  on  the  reduced 
carry  out  the  musketry  drill  which  is  |  establishment.  I  would  like  to  ask  the 
mtuircd  for  the  efficiency  of  the  Under  Secretary  to  compare  that  with 
Volunteers,  and  that  is  a  question  bis  statement  in  the  following  paragraph, 
of  the  greatest  impoitance.  If  the  namelv,  that  the  gi'owth  of  our  Imperial 
A\  ar  Office  can  make  arrangements  for  ^  respon'sibilities,  and  in  particular  the 
carrying  out  this  instruction  in  musketry  .  course  of  events  in  South  Africa,  renders 
1  am  sure  it  will  be  a  benefit  to  all.  I  jt  necessary  to  increase  this  force.  Nothing 
beg  to  differ  from  one  remark  made  by  ^j^  ^{^  about  putting  the  infantry 
my  hon.  and  gallant  fnend  the  Member  ^,j  ^  reduced  estabhshment,  and  here  the 
for  South  Last  Lssex.  He  has  told  us  >  ^ery  first  time  that  the  Government  come 
that  he  has  been  in  almost  every  portion  ,  to  Pariiament  to  put  their  artillery  on  a 
of  Her  Majesty  s  forces  except  the  Volun- .  ^^^^^  footing  they  teU  you  on  the  same 
teers,  and  he  doubts  very  much  whether  p^ge  that  they  are  about  to  reduce  those 
the  Volunteers  could  be  found  who  would  1  batteries  to  the  same  skeleton  form  in 
come  out  into  camp  for  a  period  longer  \  ^bich  they  were  before.  I  say  if  they 
than  three  or  six  days.  I  beg  to  differ  approach  this  question  logically,  more 
from  that  opimon  for  my  expenence  m  particularly  on  the  subject  of  artillery, 
camp  with  the  Volunteers  is  far  greater  '  ,^^^  ^y  that  as  soon  as  this  war  is  over 
than  his,  and  I  feel  satisfied  that  this  year  '  ^^.g    ^^iH     reduce    these    batteries    to    a 

all  of  them  will  put  their  shoulders  to  the  ,  skeleton  form,  if  that  is  the  intention 
wheel  and  will  accept  the  orders  of  the  they  might  just  as  well  save  themselves 
^\  ar  Office  with  regard  to  this  lengthened  the  trouble  of  forming  these  new  l>att€ries. 
penod  m  camp,  and  I  feel  sure  the  War  You  cannot  make  an  artillery  soldier  in 
(Jttice  wdl  not  regret  havnig  asked  them  ^ue  }'ear,  and  in  my  opinion  you  cannot 
to  do  It.  We  have  been  told  that  the  ^lake  a  cavalry  or  an  artillery  soldier  under 
employers  of  labour  will  find  great  dife- 1  three  years,  but  you  may  make  an  infantry 


culty  in  allowing  their  men  to  go  away, 
but  I  believe  that  employers  oi   labour 


soldier  in  one  year.     What  are  the  War 
Office  going  to  do  ?  They  are  going  to  keep 


are  patriotic,  and  they  will  come  to  the    the  infantry  force  at  the  strength  which 
rescue  of  the  Volunteer  force  and  allow   they  think  is  necessary,  and  the  moment 
Sir  Ilcnry  Fletcher. 
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the  war  ia  over  they  say  they  are  going  ^  assist  in  forcing  the  hands  of  Her  Majesty's 
to    reduce    their   batteries    to    the    old    Government  as  regards  this  question.     I 
skeleton  form.     The  same  old  story  will   ask   them    to   have   this  Augean  stable, 
happen  again ;  you  have  found  yourselves    the   War  Oflfice,  cleansed   from   the   top 
very  short  of  artillery.     I  heard  the  hon.    attic  to  the  bottom  cellar.     Then,    and 
and  gallant  Member  for  Newington  ask    then  alone,  the  economies  of  the  War 
a   question   about   the   guns  at   present    Department  can  be  carried  out.     There 
supplied  to  the  artillery  with  our  forces  in    is  another  question  which  I   think  this 
South  Africa.*  I  have  personal  knowledge    House  will  not  be  satisfied  with,  and  that 
of  many  of  the  guns  supplied  to  the  field    is  the  question  of  promotion  and  selection 
and   horse  artillery,   and    you   have   no  ;  and  secret  rejwrts.     1  am  in  a  position  to 
reserve  of  guns  at  the  present  moment  to  ,  tell  Members  of  this  House  that  a  secret 
replace  those  guns  which  may  be  put  out    report  made   a    very   short  time    ago-  - 
of    action.       In   this  Estimate   you   say    for  such  reports  do   got  out    sometime-s 
nothing  al)out  creating  a  reserve  of  guns.  '  — would  have  absolutely  got  rid  of  the 
It  is  the  absence  of   such  a  reserve  that    officer    who    is    now    commanding    the 
vou  are  suffering  from  now,  and  which    cavalry  brigade  in  South  Africa — I  mean 
has  l)een  the  cause  of  your  reverses  in    General    French.      Another  such  report 
South    Africa.      And  yet  you  are   still   was  made  against  two  of  the  ablest  officers 
coming  up  with  the  old  War  Office  story    we    have    at   present   in   South    Africa, 
which  has  led  our  Army  into  all  its  trials   General  French  would  not  be  the  hero  he 
and  troubles.     If  you  are  going  to  root   is  to-day  if  General  Luck^s  secret  report 
out  the  evil  you  will  have  to  clear  out  the    regarding   him  had  been  acted  on.     All 
War  Office  from  the  top  to  the  }x)ttom,    these  matters  should  be  adjudicated  on  by 
and  until  you  do  that  you  will  never  have  '  a  board  of  officers  serving  as  a  committee 
an  effective  Army,  and  certainly  you  will    of  the  War  Office.     As  long  as  the  Army 
never  have  an  effective  artillery.     I  think  I  is  governed  by  cliques  at  tne  War  Office, 
I  have  made  it  plain  to  the  House  that    so  long  will  it  be  inefficient  and  unsatis- 
there  is  practically  no  idea  of  forming  a  !  factory.     Sir  Redvers  Buller  was  recom- 
reserve  of  guns.     The  only  thing  we  are  ;  mended  by  the  War  Office,  as  were  also 
told  is  that  as  soon  as  the  war  is  finished  I  General  Gatacre  and  Lord  Methuen,  but 
the  artillery  will  be  put  upon  the  reduced  ;  when    these     were    superseded    by    the 
establishment.     There  are  no  finer  men  in  '  Council  of  Defence,  Lord    Roberts  and 
the  world  than  our  artillery  officers,  and    Lord    Kitchener    were    sent  out.      The 
they  have  not  had  fair  play  nor  a  proper    system  of  cliqueism  which  has  reigned  at 
chance  to  show  their  abilities.      There  is  » the  War  Office    for  so  many  years  has 
another  matter   which  I   think   has  not '  been  the  curse  of  our  Army,  and  will  be 
l>een    properly   treated,   and  that  is  the    as   long  as    it  is    allowed   to  continue, 
question  of  the  War  Office  itself.      There    Therefore,      I     ask     old     officers     who 
is  no  mention  made  at  all  here   of  any    are   Meml)eis  of   this  House  not   to  be 
inquiry    into     the    War     Office     or    of    afraid  of  the  consequences  of  free  speech, 
any     alterations     in     it.       I     am     per-    Our   hearts   should   bo   in   the   work  of 
fectly     certain      of     this,     that      every  .  endeavouring  to  redress  the  grievances  of 
member  of   Her    Majesty's    sernce  and    the  Army,  and  to  put  it  into  a  proper  and 
every    Meml)er  of  this   House  who  has    efficient  condition.     We  should  see  that 
been  in  Her  Majesty's  service  will  allow  i  an  adequate  service*  of  guns  should  bo 
that  absolutely  the  whole  of  the  failures    given  to  the  Army,  and  that  men's  lives 
that  we  have  had  in  the  present  war  are    should  not  be  sacrificed  in  an  unnecessary 
owing  to  the  present  system  adopted  by    manner,    and    further    that    good    men 
the   VVar  Office.     It  amuses   me  day  by    should  not  be  turned  out  of  the  Army  by 
day    to   hear  gentlemen    who   are   very    secret  reports.     That  I  strongly  object  to, 
amiable  and  excellent  civilians  speaking    and  as  long  as  I  have  the  honour  of  being 
to  hon.  Mombei-s,  who  bring  beforo  them    a  Memlx^r  of  the  House  of  Commons  I 
what  are  absolutely  just  criticisms,  and    will  continue  to  urge  hon.  Members  who 
they  instantly  get  a  War  Office  clerk's  ;  have  been  in  the    Army    to    see    that 
answer,  and  ^-ith  this  the  country  will  ^  the    War     Office     is     not    dominated 
never  be  satisfied.      We  have  seventy- '  by    cliques.     The    recommendations    of 
five   Membera  of  this   House   who  have    old  officers  arc  snecMCHl  at  by  hon.  Gentle- 
been  in  Her  Majesty's  Army,  and  I  ask  '  men  on  the  Treasury  bench.     Only  the 
them   to  band  themselves  together  and    other  night  the  hon.  and  gallant  Gentlc- 
•*»€©  page  28  ufThb  Voluiiie;  "  '  man    the    Member    for   Yarmouth    was 
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sat  upon  for  bringing  forward  what  he 
knew  was  in  the  interests  of  the  force  in 
^^hich  he  is  interested.  We  are  answered 
with  sneers  and  jeers.  We  are  told  we 
know  nothing  and  that  the  Army  must 
l>c  ruled  l)v  War  Ottice  clerks  who  form 
a  mutual  adulation  society.  Take  the 
secret  report  on  General  French,  the  man 
who  to-day  is  lauded  by  every  old  cavalry 
officer  like  myself.  It  is  to  gross  abuses 
such  as  that  that  I  would  direct  the 
.itt  .»ntion  of  hon.  and  gallant  Members, 
i  look  to  them  with  confidence,  for  I 
heliove  that,  on  whichever  side  of  the 
House  they  may  sit,  they  are  not  afraid 
of  War  Office  cliques.  I  ask  them  to 
stand  shoulder  to  shoulder  and  to  insist 
that  soldiers  shall  be  ruled  by  soldiers,  and 
that  soldiers  must  be  first  among  those 
who  advise  Her  Majesty's  Councillors  as 
to  what  is  best  for  the  Army. 

Attention  called  to  the  fact  that  forty 
Members  were  not  present  (Dr.  Tanner, 
Cork  County,  Mid).  House  counted, 
and  forty  Members  being  found  present, 

*Mr.  LOULS  SINCLAIR  (Essex,  R<)m- 
ford) :  We  have  all  listened  to  the  speech 
of  the  Under  Secretary  for  War  with 
attention  and  with  admiration,  and 
although  it  has  introduced  sweeping 
changes  in  the  character  of  reform  and 
improvement  in  the  War  Office,  I  feel 
sure  that  it  will  tend  to  better  the  service 
and  to  render  it  both  efficient  and  capable 
of  performing  the  duties  which  will  be 
put  upon  it  in  the  future.  My  object  in 
rising  is  to  endorse  the  sentiment  that 
the  Under  Secretary  for  War  has  uttered, 
inasmuch  that  conscription  would  be  dis- 
tasteful and  impossible  in  this  country. 
But  in  order  to  make  this  contingency  as 
remote  as  possible,  it  would  be  well  if  the 
War  Office  considered  the  possibility  of 
introducing  company  and  squad  drill  in 
our  elementarv  schools.  I  think  that  a 
capitation  grant  might  be  given  to  cadet 
corps,  that  they  might  wear  some  uniform, 
and  that  the  ranges  might  be  put  at  their 
service  for  practice  on  certain  days :  and 
it  might  be  considered  by  the  War  Office 
whether  all  schools  which  obtain  aid  from 
the  Government  should  not  be  able  to 
produce  every  year  a  certain  number  of 
efficiently  drilled  boys 

*xMr.  SPEAKER  :  Order,  order  !  The 
line  of  argument  pursued  by  the  hon. 
Member  is  rather  relevant  to  the  Educa- 
tion Vote  than  to  a  discussion  on  the 
Army  Estimates. 

Major  Janwsoft 


♦Mr.    LOUIS    SINCLAIR  :     I    only 
wanted  to  refer  to  the  subject  cursorily, 
but  of  course,  Mr.   Speaker,  after  your 
ruling  I  will  not  pursue  it  further  except 
to  say  that  it  is  absolutely  necessary  in 
order  to  make   the  Volunteer  force  at  all 
efficient  that  boys   at  school   should  be 
taught  to  obey    the   word  of  command 
in  numbers.      In  regard  to  the  capitation 
grant  that  is  to  be  given  to  the  Volun- 
teers, nothing  has  been  said  to  encourage 
Volunteers  in  our  colonies.     We  all  know 
how  patriotic  the  colonies  have  been,  and 
what  they  have  done  for  us  at  a  critical 
time,  but  I  see  nothing  in  these  Estimates 
which  would  encourage  the  Volunteers  in 
our  colonics  to  do  for  us  a^in  what  thev 
have  done  for  this  countrv.     I  am  con- 
fident   that  if    the  same   proportion   of 
funds  was   allotted   to  the  Volunteers  in 
our  colonies   as  at  home,  a  large  force 
might  be   embodied  for  the  defence  of 
these  colonies  without  any  call  on  the 
mother    country.     Now,    Sir,    there    is 
another  point  which  I  think  might  com- 
mend itself  also  to  the  War  Office,  and 
that  is  for  them  to  encourage  rifle  clubs. 
It  is  to  be  deplored  that  in  this  country, 
where  sportsmen  abound,  the  rifle  is  not 
more    prox^tised    with,    and     that     men 
generally  shoot  with  a  sporting  gun  at 
game;  that  all  interest  is  lost  when  it 
comes  to  proficiency  in  shooting  with  such 
a  much  more  useful  and  more  important 
weapon  as  our  rifle.     I  think   that   on 
certain  days  the  ranges — for  which  we  are 
voting  so  much  money — might  be  put  at 
the  disposal  of  these  rifle  clubs,  and  that 
ammunition  might  either  be  supplied  at 
cost  price  or  given  free,  and  that  old  guns 
mieht  be  given  out  to  those  who,  in  these 
clubs,  would  make  use  of   them  for  the 
purpose  of  becoming  efficient  shots.     I 
note  with  interest  that  a  fortnight  only  in 
camp  is  to  be  demanded  from  our  Volun- 
teers in  order  to  meet  the  requirements 
of    efficiency.       I    cannot    help    asking 
again    that    this    fortnight     should     li^ 
divided    into    two    parts    to    meet    the 
convenience  of  both  men  and  of  employers 
of    labour;     that     efficiency    might     l)e 
granted  to  men  who   could  and  would 
serve  for  a  week  at  a  time  at  diflerent 
periods.     I  certainly  think  that  we  ought 
not  unnecessarily   to  impose  difficulties 
and  restrictions  on  the  patriotism  of  our 
Auxiliary  forces,  and  we  should  not  exact 
more  contribution  from  them  in  the  way 
of  giving  time  and  service  than  we  can 
possibly  help.     At  the  same  time,  I  am 
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confident  that  the  Volunteers  in  my 
division — several  of  whom  are  at  the 
present  moment  dghting  at  the  front — 
would  give  any  time  that  might  be  asked 
from  them  in  order  to  make  themselves 
efficient,  and  to  be  able  to  defend  their 
coimtry.  Sir,  there  is  no  panic,  because 
the  country  knows  that  the  War  Office 
has  completely  vindicated  itself  as  an 
efficient  machine,  and  the  country  knows 
that  we  have  able  administrators  to  direct 
and  to  supply  the  magnificient  army  we 
have  sent  to  the  front;  and  I  am  con- 
fident that,  having  regard  to  the  generals, 
to  the  heroism  of  the  men  whom  they 
lead,  success  must  eventually  crown 
the  efforts  which  are  now  being  made  by 
all  who  have  anything  to  do  with  this 
great  and  what  I  may  consider  just  war. 

Mr.  CAWLEY  (Lancashire,  Prest, 
wich) :  I  do  not  think  that  the  Volunteer 
Mounted  Infantry  have  received  the 
encouragement  as  to  the  increase  in  num- 
bers and  efficiency  which  the  corps 
deserve.  No  grant  is  given  to  the 
mounted  infantry  companies  other  than 
that  to  the  ordinary  Volunteers,  and  they 
are  left  to  face  all  the  extra  expenditure 
as  best  they  can.  They  have  large  ex- 
penses at  the  annual  camp  and  in  upkeep, 
equal  to  £7  or  £8  per  man,  while  the 
mere  cost  of  carriage  of  horses  to  camp 
averages  £1.  I  think  an  annual  grant 
should  be  given  to  the  mounted  infantry 
for  equipment,  clothing,  repayment  of 
railway  fares,  and  for  stabling  and 
forage  during  camp.  I  shall  be  very 
clad  if  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  could  inform  me  and  others  deeply 
interested  in  the  subject  that  the 
moimted  infantry  are  going  to  receive 
that  consideration  which  is  their  due. 

♦Colonel  BLUNDELL  (Lancashire, 
Ince) :  I  congratulate  the  War  Office 
upon  the  large  number  of  troops  they  have 
sent  out  to  South  Africa,  which,  I  believe, 
is  double  the  number  which  expected 
to  be  sent  out  under  Lord  Cardweirs 
scheme.  I  am  one  of  those  who  always 
supported  Mr.  Cardweirs  principle  as 
a  true  principle ;  but,  at  the  same  time, 
one  grievous  defect  in  it  has  been  shown 
during  this  war.  I  mean  that  it  is  a 
terrible  inconvenience  to  have  to  declare 
that  there  is  a  great  national  emergency 
before  calling  out  the  Reserves.  It  must 
be  recollected  that,  having  a  Volunteer 
army,  we  have  to  enlist  boys,  and  when 
a  regiment  is  sent  to  the  front  we  have 
to    fill    the    ranks   with   Reservists.      I 
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firmly  believe  that  had  an  army  corps' 
with  its  transport  complete,  been 
collected  in  the  summer,  so  as  to  be 
available  at  any  moment,  complete  in 
every  respect,  a  great  deal  of  loss  both 
in  blood  and  treasure  would  have  been 
saved.  For  many  weeks  our  soldiers 
were  sent  out  to  South  Africa  in  fractions, 
and  we  had  to  collect  mules  all  over  the 
world  ;  and  then  those  mules  had  to  be 
broken  in.  The  result  was  that  our  ad- 
vance was  tied  to  the  railway  line.  I  hold 
that  our  ordinary  field  guns  should  be  made 
so  mobile  that  they  could  be  marched 
with  either  mounted  infantry  or  cavalry, 
and  that  some  giins  of  position  should  be 
made  mobile,  i  entirely  approve  of  what 
the  War  Office  has  done  in  regard  to  com- 
pulsory service.  This  is  not  the  time  for 
compulsory  service  ;  but  if  ever  we  were 
to  be  involved  in  a  war  with  a  great 
Power,  which  I  humbly  tnist  will  never 
be  the  case,  we  should  require  to  have 
recourse  to  compulsory  service,  just  as  the 
Americans  had  at  the  end  of  their  war. 
But  the  Americans  incurred  a  debt  of  one 
thousand  million  pounds  sterling  -^we 
must  not  incur  such  a  debt.  I  think  man- 
oeuvres in  different  districts  throughout 
the  country  are  absolutely  necessary  in 
order  to  teach  officers  and  men  the  best 
methods  of  reconnoitring. 

Captain  SINCLAIR  (Forfarshire) :  I 
wish  to  offer  a  few  remark'*  ^f  a  general 
character  before  we  proceed  to  the  dis- 
cussion of  the  details  ^f  the  Estimates. 
I  cannot  help  agreeing  practically  with 
the  hon.  Member  for  iS^t  Aberdeen,  that 
the  yearly  Estimates  are  presented  in  a 
form  which  prevents  us  obtaining  a  full 
sense  of  the  responsibilities,  even  with 
the  small  extra  addition  to  our  Army 
organisation,  we  are  incurring  this  year. 
Inevitably  the  continued  refusal  of  this, 
as  of  all  former  Governments,  to  adopt 
any  form  of  compulsory  service,  drives  us 
into  the  other  alternative  of  facing  a  very 
large  additional  expenditure.  I  cannot  help 
thinking,  however,  that  it  would  have  been 
singularly  inappropriate  and  untimely  if 
the  Government  had  at  this  date — ^in 
the  face  of  so  much  enthusiasm  and 
the  readiness  evinced  by  all  classes  in  the 
United  Kingdom  to  serve  the  country — 
chosen  to  introduce  any  form  of  compul- 
sion. The  present  time  would  have  been 
most  inappropriate  for  anjrthing  more 
than  the  scheme  of  invitation  which  the 
War  Office  has  put  forward.  Every  sug- 
gestion made  to-night,  as  on  many  former 
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occasions,  involves  some  increase  in  ex- 
penditure. No  voice  has  been  raised  in 
the  direction  of  retrenchment  and 
economy,  or  even  a  greater  vigilance  over 
the  expenditure  entrusted  to  the  Armyi 
It  is  very  difficult  to  attempt  anything 
of  that  kind,  because  under  the  Army 
Estimates  we  deal  with  only  a  part  of  the 
forces  of  the  Crown.  The  Foreign 
Office  has  considerable  forces  which  are 
available  for  operations  outside  the  terri- 
tories where  they  are  permanently  sta- 
tioned. The  same  is  true  of  the  Colonial 
Office,  and  until  we  have  a  full  view  of 
the  whole  forces  in  the  different  parts  of 
the  possessions  of  the  Queen,  it  is  impos- 
sible to  look  at  this  question  compre- 
hensively. While  it  is  true  that  our 
gi'owing  Imperial  responsibilities  force 
upon  us  additional  expenditure,  it  is  very 
difficult  to  separate  altogether  the  duties 
of  the  Army  and  Navy  when  we  come  to 
consider  the  larger  question  of  defence. 
Inevitably  we  must  face  a  very  large 
increase  in  capital  expenditure  on  the  part 
of  the  Army  for  barrack  accommodation, 
married  men's  quarters,  rifle  ranges,  etc. 
It  has  been  pointed  out  to  us  oy  the 
Under  Secretary  for  War,  and  the  Secre- 
tary for  War  in  the  other  House,  that  we 
are  taking  considerable  steps  to  increase 
our  military  forces.  It  is  very  natural 
that  any  Government  should  take  ad- 
vantage of  the  existing  military  ardour  of 
the  nation  to  achieve  measures  for  which, 
in  more  peaceful  times,  it  would  be  diffi- 
cult to  obtain  permission.  I  think  the 
changes  proposed  in  the  present  scheme 
of  Army  organisation  have  not  been 
sufficiently  emphasised.  Our  Army  or- 
ganisation was  last  radically  changed  in 
1887,  and  since  then  our  demands  for 
military  defence  and  Army  organisation 
have  very  much  grown.  In  the  memo- 
randum attached  to  the  Army  Estimates 
in  1 887  it  is  stated  that — 

*'  The  preparations foriiiohilisatioii  made  by 
Mr.  Childers  (in  1881)  only  extended  to  pro- 
viding one  army  cori)8,  which  it  was  intended 
to  be  ready  to  take  the  field  at  any  time  in 
any  of  the  small  wars  in  which  we  are  so  often 
engaged.  It  was  to  consist  entirely  of  Regulars, 
and  to  furnish  it,  and  at  the  same  time  meet 
considerations  of  expense,  the  establishments 
of  our  battalions  were  carefully  graduated,  so 
that  those  first  for  ferei^ni  service  stood  at  the 
highest  strength.  Twelve  of  these,  together 
with  six  battalions  from  the  Mediterranean 
and  tliree  Imttalions  of  Guards,  were  to  form 
tlie  infantry  of  the  army  corps,  which  it  was 
considered  we  should  be  able  to  put  into  the 
field  at  any  moment." 

CapL  Sinclair. 
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Then,  after  referring  to  subsequent 
changes  and  additions  to  the  scheme,  the 
memorandum  went  on  to  sav — 


'*  Subject  to  these  changes  and  additions,  our 
present  forces  might  be  so  arranged  that  they 
would  be  sufiScient  to  provide  men  for  all  our 
home  and  colonial  garrisons,  and  also  to 
fuminh  two  army  corss  of  Regular  troops, 
each  stronger  by  four  oattalions  than  those 
contemplated  in  1875,  together  with  a  strong 
cavalry  di>ision,  and  the  necessary  troops  to 
guard  their  line  of  communication.  After 
doinj^  this  there  would  still  remain  a  balance 
of  disciplined  troops,  which  would  form  a 
nucleus  round  which  a  further  army  might  bo 
collected." 

In  the  following  yeiir  in  a  most  interesting 
memorandum  we  find  the  Secretarv  for 
War  carried  the  scheme  a  little  further. 
Wo  have  gone  on  twelve  years  since  that 
time,  and  although  nominally  our  objects 
and  aims  are  not  very  different  from  what 
they  were  then,  we  seem  every  year  to  be 
committed  to  a  larger  and  larger  expendi- 
ture. The  naval  defence  expenditure  of 
the  country  has  grown  up  in  the  last 
fifteen  years  from  13 J  millions  to  30 
millions,  and  the  total  defence  expendi- 
ture has  mounted  from  27  to  nearly  54 
millions.  The  point  I  want  Uj  urge  is,  if 
we  are  going  to  complete  our  arrange- 
ments and  avoid  any  risk  whatever,  if 
we  are  to  have  everything  perfect — mobi- 
lisation depots,  in  which  to  maintain  com- 
plete stores  of  ammunition,  clothing, 
saddlery,  and  so  forth,  for  every  possible 
eventuality,  then  we  have  got  to  face  a  very 
much  greater  increased  expenditure  than 
at  the  preseiit  time.  In  my  opinion  we 
have  gone  as  far  as  we  need  go  in  regard 
to  Naval  expenditure,  I  mean  so  far  as  the 
safety  of  the  country  requires.  What  has 
happened  in  the  Navy  leads  me  to  fear 
that  the  same  will  continue  in  the  Armv. 
We  are  going  to  provide  for  a  large  and 
permanent  increase  in  oiu*  Army  expen- 
diture which  may  lead  us  to  impose  an 
unnecessary  burden  on  the  country.  There 
is  no  diflerence  of  opinion  in  any  (|iiarter 
of  the  House  as  to  the  necessity  not  only 
of  carrying  this  war  to  a  successful  con- 
clusion, but  of  taking  every  necessary  step 
toputoui*  home  defence  into  a  proper  and 
ettective  condition  ;  but  I  am  apprehensive 
tliat  wi*  are  going  a  little  iijo  far,  and 
it  is  the  duty  of  those  who  think 
as  I  do  to  draw  attention  to  these  facts. 
When  we  hear  of  the  number  of  mounted 
infantry  we  cannot  help  reflecting  that 
our  Aimy  may  be  callecl  upon  for  other 
service,  and  that  in  the  continental  armies 
cavalry  has  been   increased,  which  shows 
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that  under  certain  eonditious  cavalry  has  ,  noted  by  other  Powers  and  may  be  fol- 
not  altogether  gone  out  of  use.  We  have  \  lowed.  As  to  the  colonial  contingents,  it  is 
three  climates  in  which  our  men  may  be  i  no  doubt  perfectly  right  that  we  should 
called  upon  to  serve,  and  that  shows  into  I  take  advantage  of  and  reward  the  desire  of 
what  a  bottomless  pit  of  expenditure  we  the  colonies  to  take  part  in  the  defence  of 
may  fall  if  we  are  to  have  stores,  clothing.  ^  the  Empire,  but  if  we  impose  on  the 
equipment,  saddlery,  etc.,  suitable  for  S\  ■  colonies  the  responsibility  of  taking 
climates,  and  have  our  depots  complete,  sides  in  our  party  struggles  at  home  we 
That  is  a  fair  illustration  of  the  obligations  shall  interfere  with  their  free  and  im- 
we  are  undertaking,  subject  to  the  wider  ^  fettered  development,  and  that  is  a 
obligation  of  being  ready  for  every  eventu-  \  danger  which,  in  my  opinion,  should  be 
ality.  Nobody  can  do  otherwise  than  carefully  avoided.  It  is  a  legitimate 
agree  with  what  the  Under  Secretary  said  i  question  for  discussion  in  this  House 
as  to  the  loyal  feelings  and  military  whether  we  should  not  do  that  cautiously 
strength  throughout  the  Empire,  but,  at  I  and  gradually,  and  not  at  once  plunge 
the  same  time,  there  is  another  side,  and  ■  into  large  expenditure.  I  do  not  yield  to 
if  one  reflects  on  the  main  argument  of  \  any  Gentleman  in  this  House  as  to  the 
this  South  African  war,  an  argument  responsibility  of  this  country,  not  only  in 
which  appeals  to  a  great  number  of  regard  to  our  colonial  subjects  but  also  to 
people  is  that  this  assumption  of  great  i  the  native  races,  in  whatever  part  of  the 
military  power  may  lead  to  the  develop-  [  world  they  may  be,  but  we  would  do  well 
ment  of  sentiments  from  which  as  an  i  to  carefully  scrutinise  all  those  increases 
insular  Power   we  have    hitherto    been  i  of  expenditure.     We  shall  also  do  well  to 


free.      We  must   remember  that,   while 


;o  carefully  into  any   of  these  colonial 


we    have   been    protected  from  the   re-   defence  questions,  and  we  are  well  within 
sponsibilities  of  continental  nations  who    our  right  in  this  House  when  we  venture 
have  long  frontiers  to  guard,  that  free- 1  on  various  occasions  to  criticise  the  pro- 
dom  has  safeguarded   us  from  entering  |  posals  the  Grovemment  lay  before  us. 
into  competition  with  them  as  a  military 
Power,  and  we  have  never  interfered  in      *SiR    JOHN    COLOMB :   I    think     it 


dynastic  disputes  with  Continental 
Powers.  Our  pursuits  hitherto  have  been 
industrial  and  peaceful  pursuits,  free  from 
the  burden  of  large  military  expenditure. 
With  regard  to  our  colonies,  they  are  not 
rich  communities,  and  there  was  consider- 


fortunate  for  the  War  Oflftce  that 
they  have  such  a  representative  in  the 
House  just  now,  of  the  ability  and 
persuasive  eloquence  as  the  Under  Secre- 
tary. His  maimer  is  so  delightful  that 
one  is  inclined  to  overlook    unpleasant 


able  difficulty  at  the  time  of  the  Cardwell  I  facts.     His  policy  is  a  policy  of  allure- 
scheme  in  getting  them  to  undertake  the   ment,   and  he  leads  us  away  from  the 
obligation  of  their  own  self-defence,  and 
it  appears  to  me  we  are  rather  attempting 
to  impose  a   military  policy   upon   our 


War  Office  nest  so  that  we  should 
not  too  closely  examine  what  is  in 
it.       I    do    not     think,    however,    that 


colonies.  It  is  very  desirable  that  no ,  the  House  or  the  country  has  given 
action  of  ours,  or  display  of  our  power, '  sufficient  credit  to  the  War  Office  with 
should  provoke  such  actions  in  others,  1  regard  to  the  supply  of  food  and 
and  thus  put  an  end  to  the  iudustrial  j  stores,  and  the  arrangements  for  the 
evolution  which  is  going  on.  It  may  proper  care  ot  the  sick  and  wounded, 
have  been  inevitable,  but  it  is  none  the  '  I  venture  to  say  that  if  anybody 
less  tnie,  that  our  naval  expenditure  has  ]  had  told  us  at  this  time  last  year 
been  followed  by  increased  naval  expend!-  that  we  should  have  to  supply  food 
ture  by  other  Powers,  and  if  we  increase  and  attend  to  the  wants  of  200,000 
the  Army  expenditure,  and  provoke  men  6,000  miles  away,  and  do  it  without 
others  to  take  similar  measures,  ,  a  hitch,  we  should  not  have  believed 
we  incur  a  very  great  responsibility,  it.  I  think  it  is  only  right  that  some 
We  have  to-night  heard  of  a  new  one  should  call  attention  to  that  aspect 
departure  in  the  Indian  Armj*,  namely,  ,  of  the  question.  Those  officials  of  the 
the  raising  of  two  Indian  regiments  for  War  Office  are  not  much  heard  of,  and 
service,  not  in  India  but  elsew^iere.  It  is  their  photographs  are  not  seen  in  the 
perfectly  true  that  we  have  an  inex- 1  shop  windows,  but  an  occasion  like  this 
haustible  supply  to  draw  upon  in  a  large  '  should  be  seized  to  let  them  know  that 
and  warlike  population,  but  the  raising  of  I  the  House  of  Commons  at  least  recog- 
those  regiments  is  a  thing  which  will  be    nises  their  worth.     I  am  not  going  to  be 
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controversial,  but  I  cannot  help  making 
one  or  two  general  observations.  I  cannot 
understand  why  it  is  that  because 
we  have  a  war  6,000  miles  away,  it  is 
necessary  to  provide  for  emergencies  apart 
from  that  war.  I  cannot  understand  the 
policy  of  the  War  Oflftco  in  submitting  a 
new  and  enlarged  permanent  programme 
in  connection  with  the  services.  In  1897 
when  I  submitted  a  motion  with  reference 
to  the  Army  it  was  contemplated  we 
should  have  to  send  a  larger  force  across 
the  sea.  We  have  sent,  I  suppose,  100,000 
men.  Then  why  propose  a  new  policy 
and  a  new  arrangement  for  home  defence 
now,  when  in  1897  the  conditions  were 
considered  by  the  War  Office  good  enough, 
and  sufficient  even  if  we  had  to  send 
167,000  regulars  over  the  seal  What 
had  happened  to  m^ike  it  so  imperative 
now  to  add  to  the  numbers  provided  for 
home  defence?  I  am  not  saying  any- 
thing in  regard  to  the  efficiency  of  the 
forces  you  already  have.  So  far  as  the 
Volunteers  and  the  Militia  go,  I  am  ex- 
tremely glad  theGovemmentaretakingthe 
opportunity  of  improving  these  services. 
My  objection  is  in  regard  to  the  increase 
in  the  numbers  available  for  home  defence. 
I  wish  to  know  why  it  is  that  the  War 
Office  propose  to  spend  more  money 
on  mere  numbers  for  the  special 
purpose  of  increasing  the  means  of 
military  local  defence.  One  thing  that 
has  happened  since  1897  is  that  you 
have  increased  your  Fleet.  There  is 
another  thing  that  has  happened,  and  that 
is  that  you  have  had  experience  of  the 
enormous  difficulty  of  sending  any  great 
military  force  over  sea.  You  are  at  peace 
on  the  sea,  and  everj'body  is  extremely 
proud  that  you  have  been  able  to  send 
85,000  men  out  of  this  country  and  con- 
vey them  safely  to  South  Africa. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  These  are  not  my 
figures.  There  are  107,000  Regulars 
now.  That  leaves  out  of  account  the 
Militia. 

*SiR  JOHN  COLOMB  :  I  hope  I  shall 
be  clear  about  this.  I  think  it  is  ex- 
tremely important  to  be  absolutely  clear 
in  our  minds  as  to  the  influence  of  our 
sea  power  on  military  arrangements.  If 
I  take  the  figure  at  107,000  I  must 
extend  the  time  from  October  to  March. 
I  ask  if  anyone  in  his  senses,  knowing  our 
unrivalled  mercantile  marine,  ports  and 
wharfage,  would  get  up  and  say  that  our 
sending  of  100,000  men  with  stores,  horses. 

Sir  John  Colomb, 


and  all  complete  over  sea  from  this 
country  in  six  months  was  not  ^tisfactoiy 
work,  though  recollect  you  have  been 
drawing  supplies  and  animals  from  every 
part  of  the  world.  You  could  not  attempt 
to  send  these  transports  unless  you  were 
masters  of  the  sea.  Do  you  expect  other 
nations,  without  any  experience  in  the 
embarkation  and  flotation  of  large  bodies 
of  troops,  to  do  it  in  one,  two,  or  six 
weeks  %  Although  you  have  not  lost 
confidence  in  the  !rleet,  you  do  not 
think  the  naval  power  is  sufficient  to 
prevent  great  expeditions  crossing  the 
sea.  What  does  that  mean  to  the  colonies  T 
You  are  at  this  moment  on  the  one  hand 
asking  money  for  an  increase  of  military 
local  protection  at  home  against  over 
sea  military  expeditions,  and  you  are  at 
the  same  time  asking  men  to  be  sent 
from  colonies  to  South  Africa  in  the 
belief  that  your  naval  power  is  sufficient 
to  protect  them  from  attack.  It  is  a 
position  I  altogether  protest  against.  If 
your  sea  power  is  not  equal  to  the  task  of 
paralysing  any  attempt  at  a  ffreat 
military  expedition  over  sea,  then  1  say 
your  sea  power  is  not  able  to  guarantee 
colonies  against  attack  abroad.  You  can- 
not expect,  and  you  must  not  expect,  ever 
by  voluntary  efforts  any  arrangements 
under  such  conditions  for  consolidating  the 
military  power  of  the  Empire.  You  can- 
not expect  it  except  on  the  basis  of 
absolute  sea  security,  and  if  you  have 
got  absolute  sea  security  what  becomes 
of  your  spending  money  in  building  up  a 
force  against  military  invasion  ?  As  far 
as  I  understand,  the  policy  of  the  Govern- 
ment is  really  to  ignore  the  influence  of 
sea  power  in  our  military  arrangements. 
I  sav  it  is  piling  up  local  military  ex- 
penditure which  cannot  easily  be  pulled 
down  again  for  political  reasons.  You  never 
can  reduce  it.  I  feel  that  above  all  you 
must  provide  at  any  cost  for  the  safety  of 
your  Empire,  but  I  protest  against  spend- 
ing a  penny  wrongly,  and  I  protest  against 
taking  advantage  of  a  war  fever  to  pile 
up  the  permanent  expenses  for  local 
military  defence  of  the  country.  By  and 
by  a  reaction  must  come.  There  will 
be  bad  times  and  bad  trade,  and  there 
will  be  nothing  of  that  warlike  spirit 
which  prevails  just  now.  Let  the  efficiency 
of  the  existing  local  forces  be  increased 
to  the  utmost.  I  am  speaking  against 
the  increasing  of  numbers,  and  exaggerat- 
ing the  proportions  of  any  possible  sea 
attack.       I    agree     with     the     Under 
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Secretary  that  the  expansion  of  our  mili- 
tary force  was  due  to  the  expansion  of  the 
Empire,  but  I  think  for  his  purpose  he 
was  unfortunate  in  his  illustrations,  for  not 
one  of  the  places  he  mentioned  can  be 
secured  by  local  defence  alone.  They  are 
retained  by  sea  power.  St.  Lucia,  which 
was  three  times  taken  and  lost,  was  an 
instance.  Every  place  dependent  upon 
the  sea  must  be  detended  by  the  influence 
of  the  Navy,  pile  up  fortifications  and  the 
Army  as  you  like.  I  say  distinctly  that 
a  military  force  may  delay  the  capture, 
but  it  never  can  secui*e  any  place 
dependent  on  the  sea  by  any  means  what- 
ever. I  protest  very  humbly  against  the 
principle  upon  which  we  go  year  after 
year,  of  building  up  a  military  policy  while 
ignoring  the  irfiuence  of  sea  power,  which 
roles,  and  must  rule,  your  military 
policy. 

♦Mb.  SETON-KARR  (St.  Helens) :  I 
have  listened  with  a  very  great  deal  of 
interest  to  what  has  been  said  by  hon. 
Members,  and  especially  to  the  speech  of 
the  Under  Secretary  this  evening.  I 
think  the  part  of  that  speech  which  in- 
terested me  most  was  that  in  which  he 
cited  historical  precedents,  going  back 
I  think  to  1400,  in  favour  of  what  was 
described  as  the  Jingo  policy  of  the 
present  Grovemment.  I  can  only  say 
that  is  a  policy  in  which  I  am  entirely  in 
favour.  But  the  particular  part  of  the 
speech  I  wish  to  criticise  is  that  in  refer- 
ence to  rifle  ranges,  and  included  in  that 
question  is  the  question  of  rifle  training 
of  the  military,  the  Militia,  and  the 
Volunteers.  I  admit  that  I  have  a  con- 
siderable deal  of  diffidence  in  speaking 
on  this  subject.  I  am  not,  like  my  hon. 
and  gallant  friend  the  Member  for  Essex, 
with  a  great  deal  of  military  experience. 
I  have  served  in  the  Inns  of  Court  Rifle 
Volunteer  Corps,  but  I  cannot  claim  to 
have  a  very  large  military  experience.  I 
do  think  this  question  of  military  rifle 
ranges  important,  and  it  has  been  a 
great  deal  lost  sight  of  by  the  military 
authorities  and  my  hon.  friend.  What 
is  the  lesson  of  tlie  war  now  gqing  on  in 
South  Africa  ]  The  lesson  we  nave  had 
there  is  the  lesson  of  the  modern  maga- 
zine rifle.  I  think  by  far  the  larger 
portion  of  the  casualties  have  been  caused 
by  rifle  fire.  The  issue  of  that  war 
and  of  every  other  modern  war  will, 
so  far  as  the  arms  are  concerned,  depend 
first  on  rifle  fire  and  the  proper  use  of 
the  rifle,  and,  speaking  as  a  civilian,  it 


seems  to  me  that  the  military  authorities 
are  held  down  to  a  particular  system  of 
rifle  training.  In  the  days  of  the  old 
"Brown  Bess"  it  was  not  a  matter  of 
importance  if  you  gave  the  soldiers  a 
great  deal  of  practice.  I  am  a  great 
believer  in  the  British  soldier  whether 
he  is  English,  Welsh,  Scotch,  or  Irish, 
though,  speaking  as  a  Scotchman,  I  am 
perhaps  prejudiced  in  favour  of  the 
Scotch.  But  I  do  believe  that  the 
shooting  of  the  average  British  soldiei* 
is  bad.  I  think  the  general  average 
shooting  of  the  British  Army  is  bad, 
and  not  half  so  good  as  it  ought  to 
be.  This  question  is  of  enormous  im- 
portance at  the  present  moment.  We 
have  a  splendid  weapon,  and  I  believe  the 
modern  Lee-Metford  rifle  is  as  good  as 
you  can  place  in  the  hands  of  any  soldier, 
but  I  think  the  military  authorities  have 
not  realised  the  importance  of  training.  I 
do  not  want  to  enlarge  too  much  on  this 
subject,  but  there  is  only  one  road,  one 
known  method  by  which  you  can  produce 
a  good  body  of  really  expert  riflemen, 
and  that  method  is  constant  and  con- 
tinuous rifle  practice.  I  know  something 
about  rifle  snooting.  You  can  teach  a 
man  to  inde  comparatively  easily.  You 
can  teach  him  the  qualities  of  discipline 
and  couraoje,  and  von  can  teach  him  drill 
comparatively  easily,  I  nit  if  you  want  to 
make  him  a  good  rifle  shot  yon  must  give 
him  constiint  practice.  Take  the  ordinary 
Tonmiv  Atkins.  1  am  told  that  the 
utmost  amount  of  practice  he  gets  is  six- 
teen days  in  the  year,  and  the  ammuni- 
tion he  fires  on  these  sixteen  days  out  of 
the  365  days  in  the  year  is  some- 
thing like  250  rounds,  inchuling 
the  company  competitions,  sighting 
shots  and  everything  else.  There  are 
only  sixteen  days  in  the  year  on  which 
he  looks  along  the  sight  of  a  rifle,  arul 
with  that  amount  of  practice  yon  cannot 
produce  a  good  rifleman.  The  Boers  are 
always  shooting.  On  the  west  coast  of 
America  the  men  are  always  shooting,  but 
they  are  not  a  bit  better  in  nerve  or 
physicjue  than  our  own  soldiers.  The 
reason  why  they  arc  better  shots  is  that 
they  are  always  practising,  and  that  they 
are  accustomed  to  handling  the  rifle 
almost  every  day  in  the  year ;  therefore, 
the  result  is  if  you  have  half  a  regiment 
of  these  men  in  an  African  kopje  I  believe 
they  would  do  as  much  execution  and 
would  be  as  difficult  to  approach  and 
encounter  as  ten  times  the  number  of 
British  soldiers,  for  the  simple  reason  that 
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they  are  very  much  better  marksmen  with 
their  rifles.  I  believe  it  costs  £100  to 
siiid  a  soldier  from  here  to  the  front.  If 
that  man  is  a  bad  shot  I  say  he  is  not 
worth  the  money,  and  he  is  not  worth 
sending  out.  These  are  some  of  the  con- 
siderations I  wish  to  offer  to  the  House. 
We  all  know  that  the  British  soldier  is  not 
a  good  shot  because  he  is  not  given  suffi- 
cient facilities.  They  do  not  pay  strict 
attention  to  the  question  of  continuous 
rifle  practice ;  and  what  has  my  hon. 
friend  done  1  He  has  not  gone  iiiti) 
detail,  but  ho  has  indicated  one  or  two 
slight  alterations.  He  is  going  to  allow 
the  Volunteers  certain  special  allowances, 
and  with  regard  to  the  question  of 
musketry  he  is  going  to  send  an  officer 
over  to  Switzerland  to  find  out  something 
about  their  system  of  rifle  ranges.  It  is 
also  proposed  to  devote  £140,000  to 
acquiring  more  ranges.  The  hon.  Gentle- 
man has  not  told  us,  however,  how  he  is 
going  to  spend  it.  I  submit  that  in 
every  one  of  those  particulars  the  pro- 
posals of  the  War  Office  are  inadequate, 
and  the  important  principle  which  I  have 
outlined  to  the  House  has  not  been 
observed.  In  none  of  these  methods  shall 
we  be  giving  facilities  for  the  con- 
tinuous rifle  practice  which  I  submit 
is  so  absolutely  necessary.  I  may  be 
leading  up  U)  a  somewhat  extravagant 
suggestion,  })ut  granted  that  that  is  the 
only  way  to  gain  this  continuous  prac- 
tice, I  submit  that  it  is  absolutely  neces- 
sary to  spend  a  very  much  larger  sum 
of  money  to  provide  rifle  ranges  all  over 
the  country.  Take  the  case  of  the 
Volunteer  or  Militiaman  who  has  to  go 
and  practise  on  the  range.  If  he  has  to 
spend  half  a  day  in  getting  there  and 
back  he  is  taken  a  whole  day  away  from 
his  duty  to  have  perhaps  twenty  or  thirty 
shots.  He  looks  upon  it  as  a  nuisance, 
and  so  does  his  commanding  officer.  He 
is  a  long  way  from  his  range,  and  suffi- 
cient money  has  not  l>een  found  to  provide 
these  ranges.  They  are  too  far  off*,  and 
the  Volunteers  cannot  go  close  by  to 
constantly  practise.  I  submit  that  in 
order  to  meet  the  importance  of  this 
question  my  hon.  friend  ought  to  have 
allocated  a  very  much  larger  sum  oi 
money  to  be  spent  in  acquiring  ranges 
all  over  the  country.  Instead  of  £140,000 
in  a  War  Vote  of  nearly  £61,000,000,  we 
ought  to  contemplate  either  £2,000,000, 
£3,000,000,  or  £4,000,000—1  do  not 
care  to  a  million  or  two — in  acquir- 
ing   rangeu     close     to     every    military 
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centre,  Volunteer  headquarters,  and 
camping  grounds,  so  that  our  Volunteers 
should  be  made  as  good  shots  as  any 
body  of  men  in  the  world.  If  the 
country  is  not  prepared  to  do  something 
in  this  direction  it  will  lie  because  we  do 
not  sufficiently  appreciate  the  full  value 
of  these  modern  weapons.  It  may  l>e 
asked,  how  can  such  a  scheme  as  that  bo 
carried  out  1  I  should  like  to  indicate 
that  compulsory  powers  might  Ih?  granted 
in  this  House  to  the  Inqxirial  authority 
to  obtain  land  for  I'ifle  niiii'e^s  wherever 
it  was  nHjuirod,  and  wherever  it  was 
possible  to  get  it.  I  believe  there  ai-c 
powers  already,  but  they  are  not  strong 
enough.  I  believe  theie  are  many  eases 
in  which  a  small  landowner  can  interfere 
and  prevent  rifle  ranges  being  provided.  If 
we  have  the  powers  now,  why  are  they  not 
exercised]  It  has  sometimes  been  suggested 
that  local  authorities  should  be  given  this 
power,  and  I  believe  that  Nottingham,  for 
example,  has  patriotically  established  a  local 
rifle  range.  I  do  not,  however,  believe  in 
the  action  of  local  authorities  in  matters 
of  this  kind,  for  I  think  it  is  far  too  large 
a  thing  to  give  to  any  local  authorities, 
and  it  ought  to  be  done  by  the  Imperial 
authorities.  Rifle  ranges  shoidd  be  placed 
all  over  the  country  under  direct  military 
control.  I  believe  the  present  military 
authorities  would  l)e  quite  prepared 
to  do  it,  oid}'^  they  have  not  got 
the  powers  nor  the  money.  This  House 
should  l)e  prepared  to  open  the  purse- 
strings  of  the  Imperial  Exchequer  in  order 
to  give  the  simi  required.  We  talk  of 
£140,000  upon  a  question  of  this  kind, 
but  that  is  a  mere  ImgateUe  if  the  subject 
is  of  sufficient  importance.  I  submit  that 
this  is  a  national  matter,  and  that  the  pro- 
posals of  the  hon.  Gentleman  are  alto- 
gether inadequate.  I  have  always  listencfl 
with  interest  to  his  proposals,  but  in  this 
one  respect  I  say  thoy  are  altogether 
inadequate,  and  I  hope  he  will  be  able  to 
convince  me  that  1  am  wrong.  I  should 
like  to  hear  him  talk  boldly  of  a  large 
sum  of  money  being  spent  on  this  ques- 
tion, for  t^ere  is  a  strong  feeling  upon  it 
in  the  country.  Correspondence  has 
taken  place  in  the  London  daily  papers  on 
this  subject,  and  anyone  who  has  read  it 
along  with  the  leading  articles  in  those 
papers  will  conclude  that  the  people  of 
this  country  are  deeply  impressed  with 
the  importance  of  the  question  of  pro- 
viding military  rifle  ranges,  and  of  getting 
out  01  the  old  rut  we  have  been  in  for  so 
many  years,  when   our.  rifles  were  such 
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iuferior  weapons.  The  public  are  deeply 
impressed  with  that,  and  I  believe  they 
wiU  fon:e  tho  hand  of  the  Govemmenl 
belong  long,  and  compel  them  to  spend 
money  upon  this  Bubject.  Many  of  my 
hon.  friends  have  been  dealing  with  mili- 
tary conaide  rations  of  which  I  confess 
I  have  no  knowledge.  I,  am  talking  as 
a  civilian,  and  I  should  like  to  see  some  of 
those  military  considerations  subordinated 


on  somebody's  rifle  raiige.  Let  us  keep 
our  patriotic  zeal  within  bounds,  and  I 
think  the  hon.  Gentleman  will  find  that 
what  he  desires  may  be  efiected  very 
much  short  of  the  adoption  of  all  the 
schemes  he  has  propounded.  But  on  one 
point,  and  that  is  tho  main  point,  1 
entirely  agree  with  him — that  full  power 
should  be  obtained,  such  as  may  be  neces- 
sary for  acquiring   the  ground  for   the 


„  this  question  of  rifle  ranges.  We  want  to  j  purpose,  if  tho  legislative  powers  to  that 
mise  our  standard  of  rifle  shooting,  for  |  effect  are  . at  present  innnHicient.  Weure 
the  day  may  come  when  it  is  of  enonuoua  l  engaged  pmctically  on  the  second  debate 
importance  to  possess  a  body  of  export '  upon  the  same  subject,  and  while  1  join 
riflemen.  The  day  may  come  when  we  I  most  fully  in  the  compliments  which  the 
want  riflemen  ready  trained  to  repel  an  hon.  Uentloman  deserves  for  the  maimer 
which    he    introduced     the     subject 


aggressive  foe,  and   I  do  not  believe  we 

are  doing  justice  to 'the  material  we  have  i  to-night,  i   must   say    that,  though 
got  under  our  present  system.      I  do  not     '  ■  ■     ■  .    .    .     .■ 

believe  we  are  doing  our  men  justice  un 
less  we  spend  more  money  in  giving 
them  facihties  to  acquire  an  expert  use  of 
the  weapon  we  have  provided  tnem  with. 
I  hope  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  will  give 
us  some  assurance  that  the  scheme  is 
going  to  be  a  little  larger  than  that 
which  has  been  indicated  in  his  state- 
ment. 


details  he  gave  us  a  great  deal  of  new 
matter,  his  statement  was  in  substance 
necessarily  a  repetition  of  what  he  told 
us  a  few  weeks  ago,  and  this  debate 
partakes  of  the  same  nature  also  ;  there- 
fore I  have  no  desire,  for  my  part,  to 
occupy  the  time  of  the  House  at  any 
length.  With  regard  to  the  war 
itself,  it  is  a  war,  I  think,  wo  ought 
not  to  exaggei-ate,  and  at  the  same 
time  let  iia  not  belittle  it.  I  liclievc  . 
Sir  H.  CAMPBELL  -  BANNERMAN  it  has  been  a  gi-eat  achievement.  It  i« 
(Stirling  Burghs) :  I  am  sure  that  almost  i  an  achievement  such  as  this  country  never 
everyone  in  the  House  will  share  the  i  could  have  accomplishe<l  liefore,  and  such 
desire  that  has  been  so  freely  expressed  ,  as  no  other  country  at  the  present 
by  the  hon.  Gentleman  who  has  just  sat  moment  could  undertake.  If  faults  and 
down,  that  there  should  be  bettor  oppor- 1  defects  have  been  iliscloscti,  if  there  have 
tunities  for  rifle  practice  in  this  country,  ;  been  inisUikcs  here  and  omissinns  theri'. 


not  only  for  the  Army,  lint  for  the  sub 
tidiary  branches  of  the  national  defence, 
and  also  even  for  civilians  who  wish  to 
acquire  the  art  of  shooting.  At  the  same 
time  the  hon.  Gentleman,  I  think,  some- 
what exaggerated  the  prospect  of  hos- 
tilities that  may  come.  To  begin  with, 
he  threw  about  millions  with  a  magnifi- 1  the  strength  of 
cence  that  we  can  all  admire,  but  which  I  previous  occasioi 
would  uot  be  very  convenient  when  tho  i  accept  theiu. 
time  came  to  find  the  millions.  And  the  strength  of  the 
prospect  for  the  country  is  not  altogether  >  cavalry  ai-c  uiidi 
pleasing.  I  remember  a  friend  uf  mine,  |  has  not  only  Im 
as  patriotic  as  anyone  in  this  House,  I  perienco  in  this 
a  Member  of  lliia  House,  and  an  before.  Let  me 
ardent  supporter  of  the  system  of  allot-  '  often  said,  that 
ments,  declared  to  mo  that  if  allotments  <  been,  a  devote 
went  much  fiirther  he  woidd  cmigi'ute,  i  system.  A\'e  hn 
becauso  he  would  have  hist  sight  of  |  this  country  of  t: 
Eoghind — it  wouki  ha*e  lieen  cut  up  into  —that  we  must 
mthcr  unsightly  little  patches  of  cultiv-  five  army  corps, 
able  land.  The  hon.  .Member  suggests  i  purposes,  may  I 
another  possibility — that  we  should  |  limit  up  to  wh 
hardly  be  able  to  get  our  heads  oiit  of  ;  military  forces, 
tho  door  or  window  without  trespassing  j  bonflwod  from 


let  us  hope  that  thcv  have  not  lieen  o 
such  a  scale  as  to  (leaeive  any  severe 
censure,  aTid  lot  us  hope  they  will  serve 
as  lessons  for  us  in  the  futiu'O,  and  that 
those  who  are  responsible  will  find  out 
means  of  avoiding  them.  With  regard 
to  the  new  propi 
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with  a  proper  and  full  complement  of 
the  different  arms  which  those  nations 
find  to  be  necessary  for  '  their  kind 
of  warfare,  is  very  seldom  the  kind 
of  force  we  require  for  our  kind  of 
warfare.  Even  in  the  present  instance, 
what  was  the  use  of  disputing  whether 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  was  right 
or  not  when  he  said  there  were  three  army 
corps  in  South  Africa  1  As  a  matter  of 
fact,  no  part  of  them  moved  or  fought  as 
an  army  corps.  They  were  a  large 
number  of  men  in  organised  bodies. 
The  moment  it  embarked  or  disembarked 
the  army  corps  ceased  to  exist  in  that 
form,  even  if  it  had  that  form  liefore  it 
started.  It  is  a  totally  different  thing 
with  continental  nations,  who  have  open 
country  over  which  they  can  proceed  in 
all  directions  and  move  and  fight  an  army 
corps.  That  is  very  seldom  the  case  with 
us,  and  if  we  were  to  use  troops  in  that 
formation  and  organisation  it  would  only 
be  if  we  were  to  take  part  in  a  great 
European  war  and  vie  with  our  neigh- 
l)0urs  on  the  Continent — an  enterprise 
from  which,  I  should  have  thought,  we 
had  long  since  made  up  our  minds  to  re- 
frain. But  I  accept  the  additions  that 
are  l)eing  made,  and  I  accept  especially 
the  adaitional  ]>attalions  of  infantry, 
because  we  must  have  a  certain  number 
of  additional  battalions  of  infantry,  owing 
to -the  number  of  battalions  which  are  in 
garrison  abroad.  The  hon.  Gentleman 
went  over  all  the  stations  abroa<l,  and  he 
triumphantly  pointed  to  the  fact  that 
they  had  been  long  in  the  occupation  of 
this  country.  In  fact,  I  am  not  sure  that 
he  did  not  claim  that  an  Amencan  station 
was  occupied  by  the  English  before  the 
discovery  of  America.  I  will  not  go  so 
far  as  that. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM:  Halifax.  Though 
some  people  throw  doubt  upon  it,  I 
believe  Bristol  made  the  discovery  of 
America. 

Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN  : 
If  it  is  established,  I  am  very  glad  to 
accept  that.  But  the  truth  is,  a  single 
battalion  that  may  be  stationed  in  each 
of  these  colonies  is  sufficient  for  the 
ordinary  garrison,  for  garrison  purposes. 
It  altogether  depends  on  what  your 
policy  is  in  connection  with  these  colonies  ; 
for  each  of  these  stations  may  be  made  the 
base  for  some  ambitious  enterprise.  I 
will  take  the  case  of  South  Africa.  Until 
quite  recently  there  were  only  two 
biittalions  therci      And  wkv  1      Because 

Sir  If.  CarnpMl-BanntfitMni 


the  luiiversal  l)elief  was  that  we  had  no 
need  for  any  military  force  there  at  all 
except  for  the  purpose,  partly  of  represent- 
ing the  dignity 'of  the  Empire  and  partly 
to  make  sure  the  naval  station  at  Simons 
Bay.     As    to  their  being    required   for 
internal  purposes,  that  never  entered  into 
the  mind  of  man ;  and  that  is  a  case  from 
which  one  can  see  how  a  particular  policy 
may  make  demands  on  the  Army  which 
are  not  contemplated  by  those  who  have 
regard   to  a   peace   garrison.     The   hon. 
Gentleman  tvlked  of  the  necessity  for  a 
great  force  being  maintained  in  ditfereiit 
parts  of  the  Empire.     I  yield  to  no  one  in 
my    desire    to   secure    the    defence    of 
the     Empiie    in     every     part,    but     at 
the     same     time     let     me     make     this 
criticism  on  what  he  said.      With  great 
eloquence   the  hon.  Gentleman  said  that 
the  Navy  was,  as  it  were,  the  girders  that 
bind  the  Empire  together,  and  that  the 
coaling  stations  were  the  resting  places 
for  the  ends  of  those  girders.     I  venture 
to  think  that  that  illustration  is  rather 
significant  of  what  I  am  afraid  may  be  a 
misunderstanding  of  the  true  state  of  the 
case.     It  is  not  the  Navy  routes  we  have 
to  look  to.     It  is  the  trade  routes ;  the 
constant  commercial  intercommunication 
and  the  goo<l   feeling  developed   by  com- 
mercial intercourse.     That  is  what   pro- 
duces the  strength  and  the  binding  force 
of  the  Empire,  for  the  pix>tection  of  which 
we  reijuire  the  Navy.     But  do  not  let  us 
get   into  the  way  of  thinking  that  the 
Empire  exists  for  the  Navy  or  the  Army. 
Let  us  remember  that  the  great  strength 
both  of  this  country  itself  and  of  the  Em- 
pire   at  large  consists    in  its   being  an 
Empire  of  peace  and  commerce,  and  good 
relations  and  good  feeling  between  com- 
munities which  are  independent,  so  far  as 
their  own  affairs  are  concerned.     But  now 
I  come  to  a  question  which,  I  think,  is 
one  of  great  delicacy  and  difficulty.     The 
(government  have,  at  any  rate,  in  their 
time  and  under  their  auspices  apparently 
initiated  a  svstem  of  mutual  defence  by 
the  different  colonies.     That  is  a  very  fine 
thing  in  spirit,  and  we  recognise  it  and 
treasure    it    as    an     indication     of    the 
thoroughly  affectionate    feeling  between 
the    different  branches  of    the  Empire ; 
but  I  am  not  sure  that  we  are  on  safe 
ground     when    we    proceed     to     bring 
volunteers,   or  soldiers  of  one   kind   or 
another,  from  one  set  of  colonies  for  the 
purpose     of    garrisoning    and     policing 
othei*s.      I    look,    I   will    not   say   with 
suspicion,  but  with   some   timidity  and 
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alarm  on  any  such  propoHal.  I  do  not 
think  that,  if  adopted  an  a  system,  it 
would  be  popiJar,  and  it  tends  to  inter- 
fere with  that  thorough  independence  of 
those  self-governing  communities  which 
I  think  we  ought  to  do  our  best  to 
preserve,  and  any  interference  with  which 
we  ought  to  avoid.  What  wo  want  in 
military  matters  in  this  country  is  to  put 
the  defence  of  these  islands  beyond  doubt, 
and  to  secure  our  coaling  stations 
throughout  the  world.  Whether  that 
necessarily  involves  the  retention  abroad 
of  the  number  of  Imttalions  to  which  the 
hon.  Gentleman  has  referred  is  again  a 
matter  of  doubt ;  and  whether  the  marine 
force  could  not  be  used  for  that  purpose 
with  great  convenience  to  a  much  greater 
extent  is  another  point.  We  ought  to 
have  a  mobile  force  of  sufficient  strength 
for  any  emergency  that  is  likely  to  anse. 
The  present  occasion  is  quite  an  excep* 
tional  one.  The  present  war  has  imposed 
upon  us  the  necessity  for  the  employment 
of  a  force  which  may  not  l>e  required 
again  for  yeai*s  and  years,  and 
which  has  never  been  required  before ; 
and  I  deprecate  the  tendency  to 
make  the  necessities  and  the  experi- 
ence of  this  war  altogether  the 
test  or  gau^e  of  what  the  true  naval  and 
military  policy  of  this  country  ought  to 
be.  I  was  gmd  to  hear  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man bear  testimony  to  the  .general 
etticiency  of  the  present  system  of  enlist- 
ment, and  the  terms  of  service  by  which 
the  Army  is  maintained.  I  was  particu- 
larly interested  by  what  he  said  of  his 
own  experience  as  a  Commissioner  of 
Chelsea  Hospital.  This  is  a  matter  which 
has  been  discussed  again  and  again  in 
this  House  during  the  last  thirty  years, 
and  I  am  afraia  most  people  have  not 
been  sufficiently  impressed  by  the  great 
fact  that  has  impressed  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man— namely,  that  where  we  have  to 
garrison  tropical  countries  we  cannot 
do  it  with  long -service  men.  We 
know^  of  course,  that  it  used  to  be  done 
to  some  extent  in  the  old  East  India  Com- 
pany days,  that  the  Presidency  troops 
were  sent  out  and  kept  there  until  they 
were  worn  out  by  disease  and  the  effect 
of  the  climate  ;  but  it  was  a  cruel  system, 
for  those  who  did  come  home  were  only 
a  miserable  remnant.  I  say  it  was  a 
cruel  and  inhuman  system,  and  it  could 
hot  be  done  on  so  large  a 
scale  as  we  require.  The  same 
consideration  applies  to  those  ingenious 
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persons  who  argue  in  favour  of  the  short- 
service  system  for  home  purposes,  with 
some  sort  of  special  long-service  enlist- 
ment for  India.  Let  them  go,  as  the  hon. 
Member  has  gone,  to  the  Chelsea  Hospital 
and  see  the  cases  that  come  before  the 
commissioners  there.  A  man  may  remain  in 
India  for  some  such  period  as  five  or  seven 
years,  and  yet  come  home  a  good  man  ; 
but  if  he  is  kept  longer  he  is  a  man  who 
is  lost  for  all  practical  purposes,  either  to 
his  friends  or  to  his  country.  I  was  glad  to 
recognise  the  ability  with  which  the  hon. 
Gentleman  spoke  on  that  subject,  and  I 
was  pleased  that  he  bore  testimony  to  the 

feneral  excellence  of  the  present  system, 
•ooking  back,  as  very  few  of  us  in  this 
House  now  can,  for  thirty  years,  to  the 
days  when  Lord  Card  well  carried  his  great 
measure  through  the  House,  it  is  a  per- 
fect marvel  to  us  how  much  he  was  able 
to  do  in  the  course  of  a  very  few  years 
against  the  very  strongest  opposition,  and 
how  satisfactory  it  is  to  find  that  although, 
of  course,  mistakes  were  made  and  exag- 
gerations were  committed  no  doubt,  still 
in  the  main  it  was  a  beneficial  agent  in 
maintaining  the  security  and  thereiore  the 
prosperity  of  the  Empire. 

General  RUSSELL  (Cheltenham)  said 
that  a  very  able  statement  had  been 
made  by  the  Under  Secretary  in  this 
House,  and  also  by  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  AVar  in  another  place.  The  Prime 
Minister  hod  spoken  u|)on  the  question  of 
secret  service  money.  He  wished  to 
remind  the  Government  that  the  Boers 
had  spent  £800,000  in  secret  service 
money  in  one  year.  We  all  knew  what 
the  result  had  oeen  of  their  small  expen- 
diture upon  this  head  in  England.  The 
consequence  was  that  Her  Majesty's 
Government  formed  most  inadequate 
ideas  of  the  military  strength  of  the 
Boers,  and  their  fighting  capacity.  If 
we  looked  back  in  history,  we  would 
find  that  the  Intelligence  Department  in 
this  country  had  nearly  always  been 
defective.  At  the  time  of  the  Crimean 
War  we  were  utterly  ignorant  of  the 
landing  places  in  the  Crimea  and  of  the 
rivers  and  geography  of  that  country. 
Anything  more  disgraceful  than  the 
ignorance  of  the  condition  of  things  in 
the  Crimea  it  was  impossible  to  conceive. 
Then    there    was  the  Abyssinian    cam- 

gkign.      There,    again,    the   Intelligence 
epartment  were  entirely  ignorant  of  the 
condition  of  Abyssinia,  and  of  the  fighting 
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power  of  the  enemy,  or  of  the  require- 
ments of  the  country  in  which  our 
soldiers  had  to  operate.  The  result  was 
that  that  expedition  cost  JB20,000,000, 
whereas,  had  we  possessed  proper  infor- 
mation, it  would  have  only  cost  about 
£3,000,000  or  £4,000,000.  Take  the 
Ashanti  War,  where  similar  ignorance 
again  prevailed.  Then  there  was  the 
expedition  to  Suakim,  attended  by  the 
surrender  of  Khartoum  and  the  loss  of 
General  Gordon.  In  a  greiit  hurry  the 
(Tovennnent  thon  in  power  sent  out  an 
exjicdition  to  Suakim,  and  what  di<l  they 
do  ?  They  afterwards  commenced  build- 
ing a  railway,  and  after  laying  three  or 
four  miles  of  it,  it  wfis  foiuid  absolutelv 
unsuitable  and  utterly  impnxctieablc,  and 
the  materi>d  was  brought  back  an<i 
allowed  to  lie  at  Woolwich  for  many 
years,  as  a  monument  to  the  i^orance  of 
the  Government  and  the  Intelligence  De- 
partment who  sent  it  out.  That  Intelli- 
gence Department  was  made  and  estab- 
R.shed  by  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War, 
JiOrd  Card  well.  It  nught,  perhaps,  be  of 
interest  to  the  House  if  he  contrasted  the 
strength  of  the  Intelligence  Departments 
of  foreign  countries  with  that  of  the 
P^nglish  Intelligence  Department,  and  he 
would  give  a  few  statistics.  In  France 
the  general  Military  Staff  Depart- 
ment contained  245  military  officers 
who  employed  459  clerks,  making  a 
total  of  704  officers,  and  the  country 
spent  upon  them  £137,166.  In  Ger- 
many the  military  staff  was  310,  with 
666  civilians,  making  a  total  of  976  offi- 
cers, and  they  spent  no  less  than 
£270,212.  In  Austria  the  military  staff 
contained  206  military  men,  119  civilians, 
making  a  total  of  325,  costing  £35,450. 
The  Russian  staff  of  the  Intelligence  De- 
partment contained  704  military  men  and 
867  civilians,  making  a  total  of  1,571, 
and  they  spent  the  sum  of  £410,000. 
Italy  had  a  military  staff  and  civilians 
numbering  532,  and  they  expended 
£64,376.  Comparing  that  witn  the 
British  Intelligence  Department  he  found 
that  England  had  only  eighteen  'military 
officers  and  thirty-four  clerks,  making  a 
total  of  fifty-two,  and  they  spent  £16,500 
upon  it.  When  they  considered  their 
enormous  interests  all  over  the  world  he 
thought  they  would  conclude  that  the 
British  Intelligence  Department  was 
very  much  under-manned  and  over- 
worked. The  present  chief  of  that 
Department  was  a  very  able  officer  of 
great  experience,  but  he  had  not  the  pro- 
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per  support  and  assistance,  nor  sufficient 
money  to  do  his  duty  properly.  For  tho 
efficiency  of  the  Army  it  was  absolutely 
essential  that  their  Intelligence  Depart- 
ment should  be  put  on  a  wider  and  more 
generous  footing.  The  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Under  Secretary  had  stated 
that  he  was  going  to  send  out 
an  officer  to  Switzerland  to  report 
about  rauges.  Of  course  it  did  not 
follow  that  the  reports  made  upon  that 
question  would  be  adopteil.  Twenty 
years  ago  he  w:ts  sent  out  to  report  upon 
the  Swiss  army,  and  no  doubt  he  repoitcd 
upon  the  same  matter,  but  what  attention 
had  been  paid  to  that  report  1  Two  other 
reports  had  been  since  made,  but  there 
had  not  l)een  the  slightest  attention  paid 
to  them  by  the  War  Office.  During  the 
time  he  was  in  Germany  it  was  his  duty 
to  send  in  long  reports  upon  the  ranges 
there,  which  were  carried  out  under 
conditions  which  we  had  not  got  in 
England,  for  they  managed  to  piactise 
shooting  with  greater  I'juilit}^  ease,  and 
siifety.  Whether  thase  re|x>rts  were  read 
or  not  he  did  not  know.  One  local 
authoritv  in  Gloucestershire  had  offered 
to  make  a  range  themselves,  proWded 
they  received  some  assistance,  and  this 
they  wore  refuseil  bv  the  War  Office.  Ho 
would  not  further  (ietain  the  House,  but 
he  earnestly  trusted  in  the  scheme  which 
the  hon.  Gentleman  would  place  before  the 
House  he  would  fully  recognise  the 
absolute  necessity  of  increasing  the  In- 
telligence Department.  There  was  no 
doubt  that  an  utterly  inadequate  idea  of 
the  power  of  the  Boers  was  entertained 
before  they  entered  Upon  the  present 
war.  WTiether  that  was  the  fault  of  the 
Intelligence  Department  or  not  he  would 
not  say ;  but,  at  all  events,  he  thought 
he  had  made  out  a  case  that  the 
number  of  officers  employed  in  the 
Intelligence  Department  by  this  coun- 
try was  not  nearly  so  large  as  in 
foreign  countries,  and  the  money  ex- 
pended upon  it  was  considerably  less.  He 
ventured  to  say  that  he  had  made  out  a 
case  for  the  serious  consideration  of  tho 
War  Office  and  the  Grovernment  for  im- 
proving their  Intelligence  Department 
and  placitig  it  upon  a  more  efficient 
footing. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  I  believe  I  have  no 
right  of  reply  at  this  stage  of  oiu*  pro- 
ceedings, and  that  I  can  only  speak  at 
this  stage  with  the  indulgence  of  the 
House.     I  rise  now,  when  otner  Members 
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wish  to  speak,  in  order  to  point  out  to  the 
House  that  the  whole  trend  and  tenonr 
of  this  debate  has  consisted,    with  few 
exceptions,  of  a  series  of  categorical  ques- 
tions  addressed   to  myself  upon  points 
of    detail     and     points     of    fact,    and 
that  it  \s  impossible  for  me  to  reply  to 
such  questions  at  this  stage  of  the  debate, 
whereas  when  we  get  into  Committee  it 
will  be  easy  for  me  to  rise  again  and  again 
to  answer  the  points  as  they  are  raised. 
That  is  what  I  rose  to  say  by  the  indul- 
gence of  the  House.     I  feel  that  I  must 
acknowledge     the    spirit    in    which   the 
Leader  of  the  Opposition  has  met    the 
scheme    which     we    have    had    to    lay 
before  Parliament  this  year.     The  right 
hon.  Grentleman  has  touched   upon   one 
or  two  points,  and  he  is  agreed  that  we 
ought  to  give  greater  facilities  for  rifle 
shooting,  and  he  has  pointed  out  that  this 
is  not  a  land    of  magnificent   distances, 
that  we  are  not  living  in  the  Wild  West ; 
and  that  even  the  millions  to  be  expended 
on  ranges,  as  suggested  by  my  hon.  friend 
the  Member  for  St.  Helens,  was  not  even 
practicable  in  this  country.     The  Grovern- 
ment  are  very  anxious  indeed  to  extend 
the  facilities  for  rifle  shooting.     As  to  the 
new  proposals^  the  Leader  of  the  Opposi- 
tion has  accepted  en  bloc  our  proposals  for 
engineers,  artillery,  army   service  corps 
and  80  forth  ;  and  even  in  respect  to  the 
proposal  for  twelve  additional  battalions 
of  the  Line  he  has  really  not  criticised 
our   scheme.     Of  course  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  could  not  refrain  from  taking 
some  exception  to  the  arguments  which  I 
laid  before  the  House  earlier  in  the  even- 
ing, but  I  really  do  not  think  that  we 
ought  to  go  into  the  historical  question 
of  Nova  Scotia.     We  have  one  1)attalion 
at  Halifax,  and  in  1627  it  was  upon  the 
historical  claim  that  the  colonics  based 
their  case  that  it  belonged  to  us.     That, 
at  any  rate,  is  the  historical  basis  of  our 
position  in  that  part  of  the  world.     I  do 
not  think  that  I  need  labour  this  argu- 
ment any  further,  because  there  is  prac- 
tically no  difierence  between  the  Govern- 
ment and  the  Opposition.    When  the  right 
hon.   Gentleman  came  to  South  Afnca 
he  reminded  us  of  garrisons  there  with 
only  two  battalions,  out  my  contention  is 
that  none  of  these  were  needed  in  con- 
sequence of  Imperial  expansion.     I  differ 
frem  him  in  U4o  as  to  that.     He  used  the 
phrase  that  those    two  battalions  were 
there  partly  for  representing  the  dignity 
of  the  Empire.     That  is  a  fallacy  which 
1  should  Uko  to  allude  to.    You  cannot 


put  forms  or  symbols  down  to  represent 
the  dignity  of. the  Empire.  WTiat  you 
mean  in  each  part  of  the  Empire  is  that 
force  which  is  required  by  the  obligations 
and  the  risks  of  the  Empire  in  that  part 
of  the  world ;  and  two  oattalions  were 
hot  a  sufficient  garrison  for  South  Africa 
last  year  or  the  year  before,  or  since  the 
raid,  or  at  any  time  within  the  last  twenty 
years.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  was  a 
member  of  the  Grovemment  in  the  year 
1884,  which  had  to  send  a  large  expedi- 
tion under  Sir  Charles  Warren  into  South 
Africa  in  order  to  impress  upon  the  inha- 
bitants of  that  country  the  dignity  of  the 
Empire,  of  which  they  were  not  properly 
conscious  in  consequence  of  the  presence 
on  their  shores  of  two  battalions  and 
no  more.  I  speak  only  with  the 
indulgence  of  the  House,  and  as 
the  House  generally  is  in  accord 
with  the  broad  features  of  the  policy 
which  I  have  laid  down  this  afternoon, 
and  as  there  are  other  speakers,  I  will  not 
continue  the  debate  fiuther.  In  reply  to 
all  the  points  raised  by  my  hon.  and 
gallant  friend  the  Member  for  Lewes, 
my  reply  is  in  the  affirmative,  but  when 
we  get  into  Committee  I  will  elaborate 
my  reply  at  a  later  date,  when  I  can 
deal  with  these  details  and  questions  of 
fact  which  have  been  raised. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 


SUPPLY. 

Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

[Mr.    J.    AV.     LowTHEU,     Cumberland, 
Penrith,  in  the  Chair.] 

Ahmv  Estimates,  1900-1901. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  a  number  of  I^and  Forces,  not 
exceeding  430,000,  all  ranks,  be  main- 
tained for  the  service  of  the  United 
Kinedom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland 
at  Home  and  Abroad,  excluding  Her 
Majesty's  Indian  Possessions,  during  the 
year  ending  on  the  Slst  day  of  Alarch, 
1901." 

*Mr.  AENOLD.FOESTER(Belfast,W.) : 
AVhen  we  remember  that  we  are  dis- 
cussing to-night,  for  the  first  time,  a  pro- 
posal for  the  expenditure  of  £61,000,000 
for  the  military  service  of  the  Empire,  I 
think  it  cannot  be  denied  that  we  have 
had  a  most  inadequate  discussion  of  that 
very  important  proposal.  I  am  bound  to 
say  that  I  do  not  think  that  the  dignity 
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nor  the  efficacy  of  that  discussion  has  ] 
been  assisted  very  much  by  the  con- 
tribution of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Leader  of  the  Opposition  and 
the  late  Secretary  of  State  for  War. 
I  would  ask  any  hon.  Member  who  was 
present  while  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
was  speaking  to  refresh  his  memory,  and 
I  would  challenge  him  to  tell  us  in  that 
speech  one  single  point  of  any  national 
importance  or  any  single  suggestion  that 
would  help  to  a  solution  of  the  Army 
questions  which  are  now  amtating  the 
public  mind,  although  the  rignt  hon.  Gen- 
tleman was  for  a  long  time  responsible 
for  the  conduct  of  the  War  Office. 
Having  studied  these  matters  myself,  I 
retain  in  my  memory  some  recollections 
of  the  fraOTientary  discourse  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  has  favoured  us  with, 
and  about  those  recollections  I  should 
like  to  say  a  word  or  two.  I  protest  that 
at  a  critical  time  like  this  we  have  a 
right  to  expect  something  a  little  more 
coherent,  something  a  little  more  in  the 
nature  of  guidance,  from  the  right  hon. 
Grentleman  who  speaks  on  behalf  of  what 
is  supposed  to  be  a  great  party  in  the 
country.  I  am  quite  familiar  ^vith  the 
ordinary  course  of  events  in  this  House, 
and  I  am  aware  that  when  one  hon. 
Member  on  this  side  representing  the 
"War  Department  gets  up  and  makes  a 
statement  another  Member  on  the  other 
side  who  has  represented  the  same  De- 
partment is  bound  to  get  up  and  say 
"ditto."  I  think  that  has  been  saii 
to-day  in  a  more  perfunctory  manner 
by  the  Leader  of  the  Opposition 
than  I  have  ever  heard  it  said  before. 
AVith  regard  to  the  system  of  raising* 
troops,  I  shall  have  a  word  or  two 
to  say  later  on.  I  should  now  like 
to  say  something  with  regard  to  the 
reasons  which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
opposite  has  given.  Ho  said  that  one 
point  he  had  singled  out  for  commenda- 
tion was  the  proposal  of  my  hon.  friend 
to  raise  twelve  new  battalions,  and  that 
he  was  able  to  give  his  support  to  that 
because  it  was  an  admission  of  the  success 
of  the  system  which  my  hon.  friend  has 
been  instrumental  in  sustaining  and  sup- 

gorting.  He  went  hack  once  more  to  the 
ardwell  system,  but  I  challenge  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  and  any  hon.  3lember  of 
this  House  who  has  the  slightest  know- 
ledge of  military  matters  to  contradict 
my  proposition  when  I  say  that,  except 
for    one  or  two  remnants,  the  Cardwcll 
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system  is  as  dead  as  a  doornail.      Every 
single  item  which  was    characteristic  of 
that  system,  save  one,  has  now  absolutely 
departed,  and  I  will  take  one  single  instance 
which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  quoted  as 
a  sort  of  example  which  he  said  was  a 
matter  which  he  was  happy  to  say  had  not 
been  touched.  He  spoke  about  long  service, 
and  he  said  that  anybody  who  knew  the 
facts  at  Chelsea  Hospital  would  admit 
that  long  service  was  out  of  the  question, 
and  that  the  Cardwell  system  was  destined 
to  endure  for  ever  because  the  condition  of 
the  men  at  Chelsea  showed  that  long  ser- 
vice had  been  a  failure  in  India.    I  want  to 
point  out  this — that  the  period  of  service 
which  was  a  necessary  condition  of  the 
Cardwell  system  has  long  since  ceased  to  be 
the  period  of  service  in  the  British  Army ; 
that  so  far  from  long  service  being  dis- 
continued by  the  War  Office,  there  are  at 
this  moment  serving  in  the  British  Army 
more  long  service  men  than  there  would  be 
if  the  whole  Army  had  been  recruited  on 
a  twelve  years  basis.     I  entirely  fail  to 
see  why  it  should  be  supposed  that  a  man 
who  has  the  ability  to  serve  this  long 
term  should  be  compelled  to  serve  that 
period  in  a  tropical  country,  and  I  fail  en- 
tirely to  reco^se  the  authorship  of  the 
argument  which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
has  repudiated  to  the  effect  that  we  ought 
to  have    an    exclusively    Indian    Army 
and    an    exclusively    home    Army.       I 
have   often    advocated — and  those    who 
agree  with  me  have  advocated  a  totally 
separate      establishment      for      general 
service  Army  apart    from    that    which 
we    retain    for    home    service,    but     no 
one   has  ever  suggested  that  we  should 
confine    the  general    service    army     to 
India.     When  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
tells  us  we  should  look  upon  the  Cardwell 
system  as  something  which  we  are  bound 
to  preserve,  I  would  point  out  to  him 
that  wo  have  long  ago   abandoned  the 
principle  of  that  system.     We  began  with 
six  years  and  came  down  to  five  years  ; 
we    then    tried   to   get    the    men     to 
retire   after   four   years,  and   when  we 
made  a  change  it  was  all  in  the  other 
direction,  for  we  extended  the  service  to 
seven  years  and    then   to   eight  years. 
During  a  period  of  war  my  hon.  friend 
brought  5,000   men  from  the  first-class 
army  Reserve,  all  seven-years  men,  who  are 
now  serving  for  a  twelve-years  period ; 
and  now  we  are  oflfering  a  bounty  of     22 
and    paying  Xl,600,000  to  bring  back 
twelve  years  men  to  the  ranks.     It  is  a 
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perfect  dream  to  say  that  this  Cardwell 
system  has  any  existence  at  the  present 
time.  If  that  is  the  only  remnant  of 
the  Cardwell  system,  I  am  elad  to 
know  that  that  part  of  the  scheme  is 
aa  dead  as  the  rest  is,  with  one  unfor- 
tunate exception,  which  I  hope  will  be 
dead  soon.  With  regard  to  my  hon. 
friend  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
War,  I  feel  rather  differently.  He  has 
addressed  himself  to  a  totally  different 
subject  The  House  seems  to  have  been 
carried  away  bv  the  exceedingly  attractive 
way  in  which  he  has  presented  his  case, 
but  I  could  not  help  feeling  that  my  hon. 
friend's  speech,  to  a  certain  extent,  was 
like  the  tail  of  a  comet,  exceedingly  bril- 
liant but  capable  of  being  compressed 
into  a  teacup.  When  we  come  to  analyse 
what  he  told  us  about  things  which  we 
really  wanted  to  know,  we  find  that  he  told 
us  very  little  indeed.  He  picked  out  all 
those  things  which  the  War  Office  are  going 
to  do,  and  which  we  desire  they  should  do. 
We  have  heard  that  they  are  going  to  do 
a  great  many  things,  which,  to  ray  mind, 
are  the  primary  duties  of  the  office,  and  of 
course  when  the  hon.  Member  told  us  they 
were  going  to  do  those  things  we  were 
glad  to  hear  that  the^  at  least  realised  the 
importance  of  carrymg  them  out.  He 
also  told  us  that  these  proposals  were  to 
a  very  large  extent  in  the  nature  of  emer- 
gency proposals,  and  certainly  it  does  not 
Re  in  the  mouth  of  any  Englishman  to 
interfere  with  the  work  of  a  great 
Department  like  his  at  a  time  when  we 
know  he  is  doing  his  very  best  to 
meet  an  emergency  of  which  I  am 
sure  he  docs  not  exaggerate;  the  «iravity. 
But  I  am  bound  to  repeat  what  1  have 
said  ad  mmeam  in  this  House,  that  while 
admitting  the  necessity  for  these  pro- 
posals we  do  not  admit  by  implication 
that  tilthough  these  things  may  be 
necessary  this  year  they  are  necessary  or 
desirable  in  any  subsequent  year.  That 
would  be  a  most  unfortunate  admission. 
It  so  happen^,  however,  that  the  two 
sets  of  proposals  were  almost  inextricably 
bound  together  in  the  speech  of  my  hon. 
friend.  My  hon.  friend  in  one  respect 
agrees  with  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
opposite — he  implores  us  not  to  touch 
what  he  calls  the  ripe  fniit  of  thirty  years 
of  AVar  Office  progress.  It  is  all  very 
well  to  appeal  to  us  with  regard  to  the  ripe 
fruit  of  tne  War  Office,  ^ly  suggestion  is 
that  the  fruit  is  rotten,  not  ripe,  and  I  do 
not  think  it  is  hard  to  give  proof  of  that. 
If  it  could  be   honeistfy   shown  that  all 


thtjse  years  of  effort  have  produced  some- 
thing of  which  we  ought  to  be  proud  and 
pleased  with,  I  would  say  :  "  Do  not  go  to 
the  root  at  all ;  prune  it  if  you  like.'*  But 
that  is  not  the  fact,  and  the  proof  of  it 
is  this — that  after  all  these  thirty  years 
of  endeavour,  the  very  first  time  we  get 
into  a  serious  war  eveiy  single  item  of 
War  Office  procedure  has  to  be  over- 
hauled. You  have  had  to  ask  the  House 
to  vote  millions  for  emergency  proposals  ; 
everything  that  was  condemned  in  the 
past  is  approved  of  in  the  pre- 
sent, and  everything  that  we  were  in- 
vited to  pass  over  and  discard 
is  now  commended  to  our  special  atten- 
tion. It  is  not  correct  to  say  it  is  ripe 
fruit ;  it  is  very  rotten  fruit  indeed.  I 
note  that  the  Leader  of  the  House  has 
always  cheered  any  statement  to  the 
effect  that  our  system  has  provided  all 
that  it  was  expected  it  would  provide.  I 
think  that  fact  affords  a  very  unfortunate 
insight  into  the  state  of  mind  of  my  right 
hon.  friend,  and  is  a  very  strong  reason 
why  he  should  not  take  any  very  pro- 
minent part — to  say  the  least  of  it — in 
the  discussions  of  the  Defence  Committee. 
It  may  be  perfectly  true  that  the  sole  aim 
of  the  War  Office  was  simply  to  provide 
the  equivalent  of  two  army  corps  for  a 
foreign  war — I  am  not  responsible  for 
so  limited  a  desire — but  if  my  right 
hon.  friend  is  satisfied  with  the 
conse<iuences  entailed  by  raising  these 
two,  then  he  is  very  easily  satisfied 
indeed.  What  has  happened  ?  Everybody 
knew  that  it  was  perfectly  easy  with 
the  resources  of  this  country  to  send 
60,000  or  70,000  men  into  the  field. 
Mobfidv  doubted  that,  and  if  it  could  not 
have  been  done,  there  is  no  member  of 
the  AVar  Office  who  should  not  have  been 
impeached.  To  suppose  that  80,000  or 
90,000  men  could  not  have  been  put  into 
the  field  would  be  something  so  absurd 
that  no  Member  of  this  House  would 
like  to  pledge  his  reputation  in  support  of 
such  a  proposition.  It  is  about  the 
equivalent  of  what  the  War  Office  of 
Bulgaria  or  Servia  would  have  produced 
without  tiu'ning  a  hair.  But  when  it  is 
done,  what  is  the  residt — what  is  the 
residue?  The  residue  is  the  state  of 
things  now  existing  in  this  country — 
a  perfect  military  chaos  which  we  have 
heard  described  time  after  time  by  hon. 
Members,  and  into  which  the  country  is 
now  at  last  getting  some  clear  insight. 
If  it  was  really  the  War  Office  plan  that 
the  eflbrt  of  despatching  some  70,000  ox 
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80,000  men  should  so  exhaust  the  whole 
of  their  resources  that  we  should  be  practi- 
cally without  any  military  orfi^anisation  at 
home,  all  I  say  is,  how  little  the  War 
Office  calculated  what  the  necessities  of 
the  Empire  are.  We  were  for  months 
face  to  face  with  a  war  which  was  not 
only  possible  but  probable,  and  which 
was  contemplated  by  nine  people  out  of 
every  ten.  That  war  being  upon  us,  we 
find  ourselves  in  an  emergency  on  account 
of  which  my  hon.  friend  has  been 
making  his  important  speech  to-night, 
and  m  respect  to  which  we  are 
asked  to  vote  so  many  millions. 
I  do  not  like  the  mixing  up  of  the  tem- 

f)orary  and  permanent  proposals  ;  still 
ess  do  I  like  the  absence  from  the  speech 
of  my  hon.  friend  of  anything  like  a 
guide  to  what  we  are  to  expect  with 
regard  to  our  future  organisation.  I  will 
undertake  to  sav  that  not  a  single  Member 
of  this  House  who  has  been  present  during 
the  discussion  has  gathered  from  my  hon. 
friend^s  speech  the  slightest  idea  as  to 
what  is  to  be  the  guiding  principle  of  our 
military  organisation  in  the  future.  I  do 
not  know  what  is  the  logical  justification 
for  the  perpetuation  of  a  system  imder 
which  three  forces — the  Line,  the  Militia, 
and  the  Volunteers — are  to  be  perpetually 
retained  in  active  and  disastrous  com- 
petition with  each  other.  I  can  under- 
stand a  system,  with  a  man  at 
the  head  of  it,  organised  with  some  idea 
as  to  why  the  three  forces  should  be 
separate,  'fhere  would  be  duties  for  the 
Line,  duties  for  the  Militia,  and  duties  for 
the  Vclunteers.  But  going  alK)ut  the  conn- 
try  as  I  do,  I  see  a  fierce  competition 
])etween  the  Line,  the  Militia,  and  the 
Volunteers,  and  I  see  an  equally  fierce 
competition  between  the  officers  of  these 
three  forces.  I  sec  that  whenever  a  boon 
is  granted  to  one  service,  I  will  not  say  it 
is  grudged,  but  it  is  scrutinised  hy  the 
men  and  officers  of  the  other  two,  who 
ask  why  it  should  not  have  been  given  to 
them,  as  if  the  very  fact  of  its  being  given  it 
to  one  took  it  away  fiom  the  others.  That 
is  a  disastrous  competition.  You  sec  the 
effect  of  it  every  year  for  years  past  in  the 
Militia.  Thousands  and  tens  of  thousands 
of  men  are  passed  into  the  Militia  and  out 
of  the  Militia  into  the  Line,  weakening 
one  and  strengthening  the  other,  but  not 
strengthening  the  aggregate  force  of  the 
country.  Last  year  we  had  an  effort 
made  to  extend  this  system  by  intro- 
ducing it  into  the  Volunteers,  and  by 
compelling  sergeant-instmctors  of  Voluu- 
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teers  to  be  touts  for  recruiting  for  the 
Militia  and  the  Line.  There  is  no  help 
and  no  guidance  at  all  given  to  the  public 
•n  this  question.  There  is  not  a  scintilla 
of  evidence  that  it  has  been  really  grasped. 
My  hon.  friend  told  us  the  other  day  that 
our  present  system  was  a  cheap  system. 
That  I  dispute.  He  told  us  he  did  not 
want  us  to  touch  this  fniit-bearing  tree. 
I  do  not  hold  with  that  \'iew  at  all.  I 
say  that  until  you  knock  this  tree  down 
absolutely  you  will  never  get  any  real 
permanent  improvement  in  our  military 
system.  We  have  been  lopping  off 
branches  one  by  one.  Some  of  the  worst 
parts  of  the  system  have  happily  been 
destroyed,  but  you  may  go  on  lopping  off 
branches  as  long  as  you  please — ^you 
may  destroy  every  branch — but  until  you 
go  to  the  root  of  the  system  you  will 
never  njend  matters.  My  hon.  friend 
talks  about  the  necessity  of  perpetually 
retaining  the  system  of  double  battalions, 
and  speaks  as  if  there  were  something 
essential  about  this  amazing  plan  of  double 
battalions.  How  wasteful  it  is  has  been 
already  pointed  out  by  my  right  hon.  friend 
the  Member  for  the  Forest  of  Dean.  He 
has  told  us  that  in  order  to  continue  this 
addition  to  our  forces  abroad  we  must 
ask  for  more  battalions  than  that  we  are 
asked  to-night  to  provide.  I  go  further, 
and  say  that  the  House  ought  not  to 
vote  these  twelve  additional  battalions 
until  the  system  on  which  our  battalions 
are  recruited  is  altered.  My  hon.  friend 
has  promised  to  answer  some  of  the 
queries  asked  to-night;  I  hope  he  will 
answer  this  query.  I  ask  him  what 
guarantee  he  is  going  to  give  to  the  public 
that  these  batUilions  will  be  raised,  and 
if  they  are  raised  that  they  will  not  be 
subject  to  the  eternal  law  which  affects 
every  one  of  our  battalions  at  the  present 
moment.  My  hon.  friend  said  that  ours 
was  a  cheap  and  economical  system.  I 
believe  it  is  the  most  extravagant  system 
in  any  army  in  the  world,  with  the  possible 
exception  of  that  of  the  United  States 
army  in  time  of  war.  I  believe  it  is  even 
more  expensive  than  what  I  may  call  the 
microscopic  system  of  the  Australian 
colonies  with  regard  to  their  permanent 
forces.  The  Committee  is  asked  to 
sanction  the  raising  of  twelve  new 
battalions.  I  want  to  ask  the  Committee 
whether,  as  sensible  men,  they  agree  that 
that  is  a  desirable  thing  to  do.  These 
twelve  battalions  are  to  be  in  addition  to  the 
three  bogus  battalions  voted  last  year,  but 
not  yet  raised,  and  which  may  perhaps  be 
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raised  during  the  feeling  created  by  the 
{^resent  Wdr,  but  which  under  normal  cir- 
eitnistances  could  uot  1>e  raised  at  all.  Now 
I  want  the  Committee  to  realise  what  is  the 
future  of  the  recruits  enlisted  in  these  bat- 
talions. We  enlist  men  under  the  Cardwell 
system  with  the  idea  that  they  are  to  pass 
into  the  Reserve  ;  35,000  men  are  enlisted, 
and  within  a  period  of  a  soldier's  time  in  the 
ranks  how  many  of  these  men  disappear  ? 
Fifty  per  cent. ;  something  like  16,000 
or  17,000  men  absolutely  disappear,  and 
only  the  remainder  pass  into  the  lieserve* 
Take  the  peno<l  of  a  3oldier*s  term  iis  six 
years,  or,  in  oilier  to  meet  the  present 
facts,  seven  years,  and  I  say  it  is  perfectly 
preposterous  that  during  that  period  50 
per  cent,  of  your  enliste^l  forces  should 
absolutely  vanish  into  space.  I  should 
like  to  inform  the  Committee  at  what 
period  these  men  disappear.  Take 
1897-8,  the  last  normal  year  for  which 
figures  are  available.  I  find  that  there 
were  either  discharged  froAi  the  Army  or 
deserted  —  and  I  include  among  the 
deserters  only  the  net  total — no  less  than 
15,123  men,  and  if  you  take  that  figure 
back  to  the  average  of  the  three  previous 
years  or  six  years  back,  the  period  during 
which  these  men  enlisted,  you  will  find 
that  the  total  number  from  which  these 
men  disappeared  was  31,000  men. 
When  it  is  realised  that  the  number  of 
men  who  have  disappeared  by  discharge 
or  desertion  in  one  year  alone  is  greater 
than  the  number  going  into  the  Reserve, 
the  Committee  will  admit  that  I  am  justi- 
fied in  saying  that  the  system  is  a  wasteful 
system.  But  that  is  not  the  whole  of  it 
or  the  worst  of  it.  Of  these  15,000  men 
no  less  than  8,000  deserted  or  were  dis 
charged  from  the  Army  when  under 
twenty-two  years  of  age;  that  is  to 
say,  that  out  of  31,000  men,  8,000 
men  were  absolutely  lost  to  the  Army. 
AVe  have  heard  something  about  the 
expense  of  barrack  accommodation  and 
the  initial  cost  of  every  soldier,  but  I 
submit  that  if  we  could  stop  that  deser- 
tion and  the  discharge  of  immature 
and  unfit  men,  we  would  be  able  to 
save  sufficient  expenditure  to  add 
another  army  corps  to  the  Army. 
I  have  always  objected,  and  will  always 
object,  to  the  double  battalion  system  on 
many  grounds,  but  I  object  above  all 
things  to  our  present  system  of  recruiting, 
l>ecaase  it  is  the  most  terribly  wasteful 
and  most  extravagantly  expensive  system 
ever  devised  for  ^ny  anny.      The  answer 


which  is  invariably  given — perhaps  xaf 
hon.  friend  will  not  give  it  as  he  hds  intro- 
duced many  new  methods — but  tlie 
answer  which  has  been  given  is  that  in 
the  past  history  of  the  War  Office — in  the 
days  of  Cressy  and  Agincourt  and  the 
Crimean  War — it  cost  ten  and  twenty 
times  as  much  to  produce  a  soldier  as  it 
does  now.  There  is  no  fault  in  the  pro- 
sent  administration  of  the  War  Office  which 
cannot  perhaps  be  paralleled  and  exceeded 
in  its  past  administration,  and  to  that 
extent  I  am  prepared  to  agree ;  but  surely 
it  is  not  busindss-like,  nor  wise,  nor  ex- 
pedient to  go  on  recruiting  on  a  system 
of  this  kind.  There  is  one  other  con- 
sideration I  should  like  to  mention  before 
we  decide  to  vote  these  twelve  new 
lattalions.  I  venturat  to  say  the  other 
day  that  onr  doulUo  liattalion  system  was 
not  one  fitted  for  the  exigencies  of  this 
Empire.  I  have  said  many  times  that 
whatever  other  virtues  the  double  bat- 
talion system  may  have,  it  is  not  one 
capable  of  meeting  the  sudden  demands 
certain  to  be  made  on  a  military  organisa- 
tion such  as  ours.  My  hon.  friend  talks 
about  the  ripe  fmit  of  thirty  years 
experience,  but  I  say  that  not  once 
in  the  whole  history  of  the  double 
battalion  system  has  it  )>een  tested  with- 
out failure.  Every  time  we  have  had  to 
send  a  force  abroad  that  system  failed 
absolutely,  and  we  have  hjul  to  resort 
to  drafts  and  to  every  illicit  expenditure 
to  bring  the  force  re<iuired  up  to  a  condi- 
tion to  go  abroad.  Now,  when  for  the  first 
time  we  are  compelled  to  utilise  the  Army 
as  a  whole,  the  system  has  left  us  abso- 
lutely without  any  organised  force  at 
home.  That  is  not  the  whole  or  the 
worst  of  it.  I  am  sure  my  hon.  friend  has 
an  answer — I  should  like  to  know  what 
it  is — when  I  allege  that  at  tfie  com- 
mencement of  this  war  it  was  impossible 
to  send  out  from  this  country  one  single 
battalion  or  one  single  regiment  of  cavalry 
in  an  efficient  condition  without  breaking 
up  the  whole  regimental  system  by  drafts, 
or  without  calling  out  the  first  class 
Army  Reserve.  We  know  that  the  batta- 
lions were  withheld  not  when  war 
was  certain  only,  but  after  war  was 
deckred,  and  for  ten  days  after  the 
declaration  of  war,  when  10,000  men 
might  have  l)een  the  salvation  of  the 
campaign,  not  one  single  organised  unit 
was  sent  from  these  shores.  My  hon. 
friend  has  told  us  that  this  was  owing  to 
the  forethought  and  discrimination  of  the 


car 


i^upply 


{COMAfONS} 


{Arwif  Ediiihtfe.i). 


ms 


War  Office,  and  that  they  did  not  desire 
nor  intend  to  send  any  men  from  this 
country.  They  thought  India  was  nearer, 
and  they  preferred  to  send  men  from  that 
country  and  from  the  Mediterranean 
gartisons  to  reinforce  Sir  George  White 
iti  I^at£ll.  I  take  leave  with  great  respect 
to  enter  a  csLveskt  against  the  acceptance 
of  that  conclusion.  I  do  rtcft  comment 
on  the  miscalculation  which  ted  ibe 
War  Office  to  believe  that  10,000 
men  were  adequate  for  the  purpose. 
Of  course  they  were  a])8urdly  inadequate. 
I  know  that  5,000  men  were  taken  from 
India  which  ought  never  to  have  been 
taken,  that  a  large  number  were  taken 
from  our  colonial  garrisons  which  ought 
never  to  have  been  taken,  and  that  at 
that  time  no  complete  battalion  was  sent 
out  from  the  home  establishment  and  no 
artillery,  except  one  brigj^le division,  which 
had  been  under  orders  for  many  months.  I 
challenge  my  hon.  friend  to  give  the  name 
of  any  single  battalion  of  infantry  which 
was  in  a  tit  condition  at  the  beginning  of 
Septeml>er  to  bo  sent  into  the  field  in 
South  Africa.  If  he  will  give  nio  the 
name  of  any  such  battalion  1  will  refer 
to  the  Return  he  gave  me  a  few  months 
ago  to  ascertain  the  condition  of  that 
battalion  as  there  shown.  I  will  take 
the  judgment  of  that  Return,  and  will 
ask  him  if  the  facts  in  it  are  correct, 
and  whether  he  considers  a.  battalion 
which  requires  300,  400,  or  500  men 
is  efficient  and  in  a  fit  state  to  take 
part  in  war.  I  think  we  arc  all  agreed 
that  we  must  have  a  system  which  will 
enable  us  to  have  complete  battalions 
to  bear  the  first  brimt  of  war.  Under 
the  present  system  we  have  never  had 
such  battalions,  and  that  we  shall  not 
have  them  now  I  am  prepared  to  prove. 
I  see  no  indication  whatever  in  the  speech 
of  my  hon.  friend  that  it  is  intended  to 
make  things  better  in  this  respect.  I 
listened  >\ith  great  satisfaction  and  great 
approval  to  many  things  which  were  said 
])y  my  hon.  friend  in  regard  to  the  tem- 
porary proposals.  I  do  not  think  we  are 
entitled — at  any  rate  I  do  not  intend  to 
make  any  comment  on  them  at  all.  With 
regard  to  the  Militia  I  should  like  to 
know  a  little  more  clearly  what  is  the 
obligation  imposed  on  them  to  go  abroad 
under  certain  circumstances.  I  do  not 
think  we  ought  to  be  left  in  any  doubt  in 
this  matter.  Either  the  Militia  are  to 
go  abroad  or  they  are  not,  and  I  know 
there  is   considerable  confusion   in    the 

Mr.  Arnokl-Forsler, 


matter.  We  are  told  that  the  Army 
Reserve  was  not  inteW(fed.  to  be  called  out 
except  in  case  of  natiowatf  emergency. 
The  term  "  national  emetglMicy  has 
received  a  very  wide  constmctiai — a 
construction  which  I  am  cerUdon  was 
not  in  the  minds  either  of  those- 
who  originally  framed  the  scheme-, 
or  of  most  of  the  soldiers  who 
accepted  the  engagement  to  turn  out  witb 
the  Keserve.  I  think  we  ought  to  con- 
^der  to  what  extent  we  shoiud  get  that 
help,  if  it  be  made  clear  that  the  Resen'e 
is  in  future  to  constitute  the  first  line  and 
not  be  a  Reserve  at  all.  With  regard  to 
the  Militia  the  question  is  still  more  inv 
portant.  If  we  are  to  be  told  that  ev^-y 
time  this  coiuitry  is  engaged  in  war  the 
Militia  is  to  be  sent  abroad,  I  do  not  say 
we  shall  not  get  the  Militia,  but  I  do  say 
we  shall  be  recruiting  under  totidly 
differei)t  conditions  from  those  whidi  now 
exist.  I  hope  my  hon.  friend  will  tell  us 
exactly  the  terms  on  which  the  Militia  r>? 
to  be  engaged,  and  the  exact  construction 
put  uj)on  that  nithcr  lo<:)se  phrase  "a 
national  emergency."  In  conclusion,  we 
shall  welcome — if  my  hon.  friend  cares 
to  favour  us  with  such  an  expression  of 
opinion — a  little  illumination  upon  some 
of  the  wider  administrative  questions 
with  regard  to  the  Army,  t  He  seems  to 
assume  that  everything  that  has  happene<l 
has  redounded  to  the  credit  of  the  system, 
but  I  do  not  think  that  is  the  general 
opinion.  My  hon.  friend  has  frequently 
([ualified  that  statement,  and  perhaps  I 
ought  to  attnbutc  it  to  the  First  Lord  of 
the  Treasury.  T  think  we  do  requii-e 
something  to  restore  public  confidence  in 
an  administration  which  has  landed  us  in 
the  position  we  now  stand.  We  talk 
about  these  details  in  the  House  of  Ck)m- 
mons.  No  doubt  they  are  very  important, 
but  what  the  country  is  thinking  of 
is  not  the  question  of  details  at 
all.  It  is  shocked  and  horrified  to 
find  that  the  duties  which  in  other 
countries  are  considered  to  be  the 
very  fii-st  duties  of  a  war  administra- 
tion have  not  been  performed,  and  that 
when  a  state  of  things  arises  which  was 
not  after  all  such  an  extraordinary  state 
of  things  as  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
seems  to  suppose — a  state  of  things  which 
has  faced  every  European  nation  in  turn 
— we  are  suddenly  compelled  to  begin 
doing  those  things  which  every  other 
country  does  as  a  matter  of  coiu'se  as  a 
preparation  for  the  contingencies  of  war. 
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It  is  absolutely  idle  at  this  hour  of  the 
day  to  ask  us,  as  my  hon.  frietnd  does,  to 
believe  that  all  these  measures  will  be 
carried  to  a  satisfactorv  conclusion — I  will 
not    say  because  my    hon.    friend    says 


gallant  Member  for  Yarmouth  that 
the  proposal  springs  from  an  apprehen* 
sion  of  invasion.  If  that  be  the  real 
reason,  then  I  confess  that  I  agree  alto^ 
gether  with  the  hon.  |ind  pliant  Member 


it,  because  that   is   the    best   guarantee  |  for  Great  Yarmouth ;  for  it  seems  to  mo 


they  will  be  carried  to  a  satisfactory 
conclusion— but  merelv  because  thev  are 
propounded  by  an  organisation  to  which 
he  belongs.  To  most  people's  mind  that 
is  almost  a  conclusive  argument  in  fa\'our 
of  a  contrary  conclusion.  During  the 
eight  years  I  have  been  in  this  House, 
and  for  many  years  before  that,  I  have 
watched  the  proceedings  of  this  Depart- 
ment, and  I  cannot  recall  a  single  year 
during  the  period  of  my  ol>servation  and 


to  be  self-evident  that  the  power  of  inva^ 
sion  must  depend  upon  sea  power.  If  it 
has  taken  this  country  five  months  to 
throw  107,000  Regular  troops  into  South 
Africa,  with  all  the  shipping  facilities 
which  we  as  the  supreme  Naval  Power 
possess,  how  much  longer  would  it  take 
a  forei^i  Power  without  our  .maritime 
Strength  to  throw  anything  like  that 
number  on  our  shores  ?  Such  an  appre- 
hension can  scarcely  be  the  reason  that 


membership  in  which  I  have  not  seen  the  .  moves  the  Government.  I  rather  gather 
positive  assurances  of  the  War  Office  from  the  speech  of  the  Under  Secretary 
<lisproved  by  facts  which  no  one  could  that  there  was  some  sort  of  idea  of 
deny.  I  cannot  recall  a  single  session  in  symmetrical  proportion  luiderlying  the 
which  they  have  not  been  compelled  by  the    proposal  of  the  Government ;    the  argu^ 


exiscencies  of  circumstances  to  withdraw 


meiit   beins:  that   because   there   was  a 


some  scheme  to  which  they  had  previously  certain  ruimber  of  battalions  employed 
pledged  their  whole  authority.  I  say  that  abroad  there  was  therefore  a  necessity  for 
at  the  present  moment,  unless  we   have  '  keeping    a    corresponding    number    of 


something  which  appeals  to  the  common 
sense  of  the  nation,  there  will  be  no 
restoration  of  that  feeling  of  confidence  in 
the  War  Office  which  we  all  desire  should 
exist,  and  which  the  presence  of  my  hon. 


battalions  at  home.  But  a  mere  desire 
for  equilibrium,  while  it  may  be  artistic^ 
is  no  adequate  reason  for  increasing  the 
expenditure  of  the  country  so  largely, 
as  it  must  be  increased  if  the  proposed 


friend  at  the  War  Office  is  calculated  to  '  augmentation  takes  place.      If  the  equi- 
sustain*  •  librium  depends  upon  something  else,  I 

want  to  know  from  the  hon.  Gentleman 


♦Mr.  HEDDEItWICK  (Wick  Burghs) : 
I  need  hardly  assure  the  House  that  I  am 
not  a  military  man.  It  may,  perhaps,  be 
more  necessary  to  state  that  I  make  no 
pretence  to  have  any  intimate  knowledge 
of  military  matters.  I  therefore  rise 
rather  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  infor- 
mation than  of  criticising  the  Estimates. 
Y'et  there  are,  I  think,  one  or  two  points 
which  even  a  humble  civilian  Member  like 


what  that  something  is,  for  it  only  adds 
to  the  seriousness  of  the  whole  matter. 
The  hon.  Gentleman  knows  perfectly  well 
that  at  this  moment  if  he  wants  any 
numl>er  of  men  he  has  only  to  ask  to  get 
what  he  wants ;  but  I  think  that  the 
onus  is  upon  him,  when  he  is  putting  the 
country  to  so  great  expense,  to  show  that 
there  is  an  adequate  reason  for  his 
action.      For  there  is  a  danger  to   be 


myself  may  to  some  extent  presume  to  I  avoided.      We    all  know    that    in  this 
understand.    The  first  point  to  which  I    House  there  are  a  number  of  hon.  and 


should  like  to  direct  the  attention  of  the 
Under  Secretary  has  reference  to  the  pro- 

ned  augmentation  of  the  home  estab- 
iment.      I  understand  that  there  is 
going  to  be  a  very  considerable  augmen 


gallant  Members  who,  with  the  best 
intentions  in  the  world,  are  very  desirous 
of  seeing  the  Army  increased,  and  con* 
stantly  increased.  I  verily  believe  that 
if  every  adult  in  the   United  Kingdom 


tation  of  the  home  establishment,  and  were  in  arms  to-morrow  these  Gentlemen 
necessarily  that  will  involve  a  consider-  even  then  would  scarcely  be  persuaded 
able  increase  of  expenditure.  If  merely  1  that  this  country  was  sufficiently  de« 
from  a  pecuniary  point  of  view,  the '  fended.  We  may  sacrifice  too  much  to 
matter,  tnerefore,  deser\'es  very  serious  professional  military  enthusiasm,  es- 
consideration.  I  would  like  to  ask  <  pecially  in  an  hour  of  military  excitement, 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  real  I  therefore  desire  the  hon.  Gentleman  to 
reason  for  this  proposed  augmentation.  I  give,  at  least  to  me,  a  civilian  who  does 
It  has  been  suggested  by  the  hon.  and  I  not  understand  military  matters,  somo 
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substantial  reason  for  establishing  that 
equilibrium  between  the  home  and 
foreign  battalions.  The  only  other  point 
to  which  I  wish  to  draw  the  attention  of 
the  Under  Secretary  is  the  necessity  of 
•efficiency  with  the  service  rifle.  This 
matter  has  hevm  mooted  to-night  by  the 
hon.  Member  for  St.  Helens,  Imt  I  do  not 
go  to  the  same  length  a^  he  does.  I  do 
not  think  it  is  possible  to  turn  the  whole 
country  into  a  sort  of  shooting  gallery 
because  we  have  had  a  certain  amount  of 
difficulty  with  the  Boers.  One  lesson  we, 
however,  have  learned  from  the  Boers, 
and  that  is  the  absolute  necessity  of 
having  something  like  proficiency  in 
shooting  on  the  part  of  our  soldiers. 
I  find  from  an  answer  I  received 
to-day  from  the  Financial  War  Secre- 
tary, that  so  far  from  endeavouring  to 
improve  the  shooting  of  our  soldiers, 
the  last  regulations  issued  from  the  War 
Office  have  actually  cut  two  hundred 
yards  off  the  ranges  nccesaary  to  qualify 
for  efficiency.  TJntil  last  year,  before  a 
man  could  be  pronounced  a  marksman, 
he  had  to  pass  at  an  eight  hundred  yards 
range,  but  now  I  find  that  if  he  passes  at 
six  hundred  yards  he  has  qualified  him- 
self to  become  a  marksman.  Now,  when 
you  consider  how  very  seldom  our  forces 
have  been  within  six  hundred  yards  of 
the  Boers,  it  seems  to  be  an  extraordinary 
thing  that  the  range  qualification  should 
1>e  so  reduced.  The  hon.  Member  may 
have  an  adequate  reason  for  the  change, 
))ut  I  ask  for  some  explanation,  and  if 
there  is  no  adequate  explanation  then  I 
think  the  sooner  we  go  back  to  the  eight 
hundred  yards  range,  the  better  it  will  be 
for  our  soldiers. 

♦Colonel  MILWARD  (Stratford-on- 
Avon):  The  hon.  Member  for  Belfast 
levelled  a  large  amount  of  extremely  de- 
structive criticism  at  the  Army  ana  the 
War  Office.  I  venture  to  hope  that,  with 
his  very  great  ability  and  knowledge,  he 
will  give  us  some  idea  of  constructive 
legislation  for  the  Army  and  the  War 
Office.  In  the  course  of  hit  remarks,  he 
asked  the  Under  Secretary  for  War 
whether  we  are  to  be  subject  to  some 
^*  eternal  law,"  though  he  did  not  give  us 
any  explanation  of  what  "  eternal  law  " 
was.  I  am  not  familiar  with  any 
'*  eternal  law."  There  was  one  strong 
point  the  hon.  Member  raised,  however, 
and  that  is,  that  this  enormous  Vote  has 
been  very  inadequately  discussed  in  the 

Mr.  Hedderwick 


House  so  far.  If  I  may  venture  to  say 
so,  that  accusation  should  l>e  levelled 
more  at  hon.  Gentlemen  on  the  opposite 
side  of  the  Hou)^e.  If  these  hon.  Gentle- 
men should  go  to  the  country,  and  com- 
plain of  the  enormous  sums  which  the 
Government  are  a««ki ng  for  the  Army, 
I  trust  it  would  be  remembered  thai, 
with  the  exception  of  the  hon.  and  gallant 
Member  for  Forfarshire,  and  the  right 
hon.  Member  for  the  Forest  of  Dean, 
scarcely  any  criticism  has  come  from  the 
Opposition.  We  are  asked  to-night  to 
vote  no  less  than  sixty-one  millions  to 
be  expended  on  the  Army.  It  reminds 
me  of  a  speech  by  Mr.  Gladstone  in  1873, 
in  which  he  said  that  the  House  was  ex- 
travagant as  to  expenditure,  but  mean  as 
to  taxation.  I  am  glad  to  think  that  the 
last  part  of  Mr.  Gladstone's  statement  in 
not  true  in  the  present  instance.  One 
cannot  but  congratulate  the  Government 
on  the  extraordinary  way  in  which  the 
House  and  the  country  have  agreed  to 
vote  this  money.  So  far  as  I  have 
heard,  there  has  not  been  a  single 
murmur  as  to  the  means  bv  which 
the  money  is  to  be  raised ;  the 
patriotism  of  the  country  is  equal 
to  the  sacrifice.  I  have  very  strong 
sympathy  with  the  hon.  and  gallant  Mem- 
ber for  Forfarshire — himself  a  member  of 
the  Regular  Army,  and  desirous  that 
everything  should  be  done  to  carry  on 
the  war  to  »a  successful  issue — when  he 
expressed  the  hope  that  this  enormous  in- 
crease in  Army  expenditure  should  not 
be  perpetual.  I  myself  am  against  any- 
thing lilce  militarism  in  this  country.  The 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War  pointed 
out  that  we  had  added  lately  28,000  men 
to  the  Army,  and  on  this  occasion  he  comes 
forward  with  an  estimate  for  an  increase 
of  100,000  men.  I  do  not  know  whether 
the  original  28,000  is  included  in  the 
100,000.  I  think  that  the  28,000  was 
sufficient  for  the  increased  territory  which 
we  have  annexed.  It  is  true  that  from 
our  point  of  view  we  are  only  provid- 
ing for  the  protection  of  that  increased 
territory ;  but  from  a  foreign  point  of 
view,  the  question  is  .looked  at  in  a  very 
different  way,  and  that  has  given  rise  to 
what  is  called  foreign  complications.  I 
do  not  believe  in  foreign  complications 
or  that  foreign  complications  will  arise. 
We  have  an  nistorical  parallel  to  the  pre- 
sent position  in  the  circumstances  of  the 
American  Ci\al  War,  There  was  a  time 
during    that    war    when    the  Emperor 
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Napoleon    was    pressing    for  the  recog- 
iiition      of     the      Confederate     States, 
and  there  was  even  a  motion  brought 
before    this     House    by     Mr.   Roebuck 
•  demanding    that    recognition.     But  the 
moment  General  Grant  won  his  victory 
^t    Vicksburg,    and     General    Lee    was 
defeated  at    Gettysburg,    all    questions 
of  foreign  interference    disappeared.      I 
-caimot  help    thinking  that  tne    gallant 
deeds    of    our    soldiers   under    General 
Koberte  and  General  BuUer  in    South 
Africa  will  dissipate  all  idea  of  foreign 
HX>mplications.     It  is  impossible  to  think 
that  we  shall  require  for  very  long  the 
enormous  number  of  troops  we  have  in 
South  Africa ;  and  therefore  I  hope  that 
in  three  or  four  months  time  we  shall  re- 
store 50,000  troops  seasoned  in  the  war 
to  this  country,  which  will  enable  us  to 
meet  any  possible  difficulty  which  may 
-^rise    in     foreign     countries.        I   was 
interested  to  learn  that  two  regiments 
had  been  raised  in  India  for  the  purpose 
of  garrisoning  Mauritius.      I   would  be 
very  glad  to  hear  that  the  principle   of 
raising  Indian  Regiments  for  Mauritius 
will  be  applied   to  other  parts   of    our 
Eastern  Empire,  such  as  Hong  Kong,  and 
in  this  way  liberate  our  troops  for  home 
45ervice,  and  enable  us  to  do  with  fewer  in 
the  future  than  we  are  now  raising.  There 
is  another  point  in  connection  with  this 
-subject.     I  would  like  to    remind  the 
Under  Secretary  that  India  at  present  is 
dangerously  depleted  of  European  troops. 
The  occupation  of  Chitral  and  the  exten- 
.fiion  of  our  territories  in  the  North  West 
has  locked  up  as  many  as  four  and  a  half 
brigades  in  the  north  of  India.     I  am 
aware  that  the  object  of  Lord  Curzon  is 
t/O  withdraw    these    brigades,    and    use 
native  Militia  instead  ;  but  still  the  time 
ivill  come,  even  when  the  troops  from  India 
now  in  South  Africa  have  returned,  when 
we  must  increase  the  number  of  British 
troops  in  India,  and  this  ought  to  be  taken 
into  consideration  by  the  Under  Secretary. 
There  are  proposals  before  the  House  for 
increasing  the  Volunteers  and  Militia,  and 
among    the  questions    mooted  by  hon. 
Members  was  that  of  the  ballot  for  the 
Militia.      I  am  extremely  glad  that  the 
Government  has  not  accepted  that  view, 
.and  has  not  proposed  to  introduce  the 
ballot  for  the  Militia.    The  Under  Secre- 
tary has  very  clearly  pointed  out  that  it 
would  be  impossible  to  ballot  for  the 
Segular  Army,  considering  the  fact  that 
<)ne  half  of  it  is  permanently  stationed 


abroad.     But  what  would  be  the  effect  of 
instituting  a  ballot  for  the  Militia  1    All 
the  best  men  would  go  into  the  Volun- 
teers, and  it  would  absolutely  stop  all 
volunteering  for  the  Militia.     Then  every 
man  who  waa  drawn  for  the  Militia  and 
who  did  not  care  to  serve,  would  have  to 
find  a  substitute,  and  would  offer  a  bonus 
of  £30,  £40,  or  £50  to  such  substitute. 
Now,  the  men  who  would  otherwise  join 
the  Militia  would  wait  to  have  the  oppor- 
tunity of  getting  that  bonus.     The  result 
would  be  that  you  woidd  get  the  very 
lowest  class  of  men  for  the  Militia.     And 
the  effect  would  be  that  the  small,  strug- 
gling shopkeepers  and  men  belonging  to 
the  lower  middle  class  of  society,  who 
were  drawn  in  the  ballot,  but  who  could 
not  raise  the  £30,  £40,  or  £50  to  purchase 
a  substitute,  would  be  compelled  to  live 
and  servo  together  with  the  very  lowest 
classes  in  the  community.     I  hope  the 
Government  will  increase  the  attractions 
of  the  Militia,  as  well  as  of  the  other 
military  forces  of  the  Empife,  and  that 
they  will  offer  higher  rates  of  pay.   I  will 
only    detain    the   House    with   a   word 
or    two    in    regard     to     rifle    ranges. 
I  disagree  with  an  hon.  Member  who  ably 
argued  that  this  is  an  Imperial  matter, 
and  was  very  anxious  to  see  this  question 
remitted  to  a  Committee.     I  say  that  as 
the  courts  of    quarter  sessions  had  for- 
merly the  duty  laid  upon  them  of  pro- 
viding barracks  for  the  Militia,  so   the 
county  councils    should  have  laid  upon 
them  the  necessity  of  providing  and  main- 
taining suitable  rifle  ranges.     Let    the 
War  Office  point  out  where  these  ranges 
are  to  be,  but  th^r  provision  and  main- 
tenance all  over  the  country  should  be 
laid  on  the  county  councils.    That  may  be 
popular  or  unpopular,  and  it  would  cause  a 
great  deal  of  local  expense ;  but  it  woulci 
not  lead  to  so  much  expense  as  if  the  ranges 
and  their  maintenance  were  made  an  Im- 
perial charge.     I  cordially  support  the 
measures    indicated    by    Her    Majesty's 
Government.     I  hope  there  will  be  no 
panic — the  time  for  panic  is  passed — and 
no  panic  legislation.    I  hope  we  shall 
strengthen  and  perfect   the  military  or- 
ganisation of  the  country,  and  then  I  am 

perfectly  dear  that,  without  any  fear,  we 

can  face  the  whole  world  in  arms. 

Colonel  PILKINGTON  (Lancashire, 
Newton)  :  I  have  noticed  there  is  a  sort 
of  feeling  of  optimism'  in  the  House  to- 
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night — ^that  we  have  clone  well  in  Africa, 
and  that  the  new  proposals  are   every- 
thing   that    can    be    desired.      I    wish 
to    congratulate     my    hon.     friend     on 
the     excellent     manner    in    which     he 
presented   the  Vote;    and    I    feel    sure 
that  the  vast  amount  of  money  he  asked 
for,  and  that  is  going  to  be  spent,  ou^ht 
to  produce  some  good  results.     But  I 
cannot  forget  that  during  the  last  foiu* 
months  the  work  which  the  Regular  Army 
ought  to  have  performed  in  South  Africa 
has  been  done  by  something  like  100,000 
troops,  a  third  of  whom  are  Militia,  and 
probably   15,000  colonial  troops.      This 
country  is  stripped  of  troops,  and  those 
that  remain  are  youths  or  Volimteers 
without    any  equipment,    transport,    or 
organisation.     It  does  not  appear  to  me 
that  the  proposals  of  the  Grovemment  will 
prevent  anything    like    this    happening 
again  in  the   future.      I  do  think  that 
what  has  happened  is  neither  creditable 
to  the  War   Office  nor  this  House.     I 
l)elieve  that  the  war    ought   to  be  con- 
ducted by  Regular  troops,  and  that  not 
a  man   from  the  Militia,  Yeomanry,  or 
Volunteers  ought  to  have  gone  to  South 
Africa.     Hon.  [Members  have  said  that 
whatever  number  of  men  the  Grovernment 
asked  for  would  be  got.     Perhaps  you 
could  get  a  million  to  volunteer,  but  you 
would    not    have    arms    for    500,000. 
Suppose  that  the  great  empire  of  Russia 
were  to  declare  war  against  England,  we 
should    want  300,000  British  troops  in 
India,  and  should  have  to  feed  that  army 
with  150,000  reinforcements  every  year. 
If  our  Army  was  not  sufficient  to  supply 
these,  the  only  result  would  be  the  loss  of 
Lidia.     If  we  are  to  consider  the  question 
of  the  Volunteers  and  Yeomanry  it  should 
be  in  the  light  of  that  position.     Now, 
every  Volunteer  in  this  country  can  resign 
to-morrow  if  he  chooses.     My  contention 
is  that  it  ought  to  be  a  condition  that 
Volunteers    should    join    for    a    certain 
period,  say  five  years,  and  that  then  they 
should  go  into  a  reserve.     What  we  have 
got  to  aim  at  is,  a  sufficient  number  of 
trained  men  who  know  a  great  deal  about 
drill  and  everything  about  shooting. 


It  being  Midnight,  the  Chairman  left 
the  Chair  to  make  his  Report  to  the 
House. 

Committee  report  Progress ;  to  sit 
again  To-morrow. 


SUPPLY  [9th  March], 
Resolutions  reported  : — 

Army  (Ordnance  FACTORrcs), 
1899-1900. 

1.  "That  a  Supplementary  siun,  nob 
exceeding  X47,000,  be  granted  to  Her 
Majesty,  to  defray  the  charge  for 'the 
Ordnance  Factories  (the  cost  of  the  Pro- 
ductions of  which  will  be  charged  to  the 
Army,  Navy,  and  Indian  and  Colonial 
Governments),  which  will  come  in  coiu^se 
of  payment  during  the  year  ending  on 
the  31st  day  of  March,  1900." 

Navy  Estimates,  1900-1901. 

2.  "  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  XGO,  300 
be  granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  defra}'  the 
Expense  necessary  to  be  provided  for 
unaer  the  Arrangement  made  between 
the  Imperial  and  Australasian  Govern- 
ments, for  the  protection  of  Floating 
Trade  in  Australasian  Waters,  which  will 
come  in  coiu'se  of  payment  during  the? 
year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  ^larelv 
1901." 

Resolutions  agreed  to. 

SALE  OF  INTOXICATING  LIQUORS  TO^ 
CHILDREN  (No.  2)  BILL. 

Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

Clause  1. 

Committee  report  Progress ;  to  sit  again- 
upon  Monday  next. 

RIFLE    RANGES. 

Address  for  "Retiu'n  showing  how 
many  purchases  of  land  for  the  purpose 
of  forming  rifle  ranges  have  been  made  by 
County  or  Borough  Councils  or  Volunteer 
Corps,  under  the  provisions  of  54  and  55 
Vic,  c.  54  (The  Rai\ges  Act,  189n,  and 
where  the  lands  so  acquired  are 
respectively  situated."  —  {Mr,  RadcHffe 
Cooke.) 


AdjoHmed  at  ten  minutes  after 
Twelve  of  the  clock* 


Colonel  PilkingtoTk 
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PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS, 


The  Lord  Chancellor  acquainted  the 
House  that  the  Clerk  of  the  Parliaments 
had  laid  upon  the  Table  the  Certificate 
from  the  Lxaminers  that  the  fiuther 
Standing  Orders  applicable  to  the  follow- 
ing Bill  have  been  complied  with  : — 

Hammond  (G.H.)  Company  [h.l.] 

The  same  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
Table. 

ARMY   AND    NAVY    INVESTMENT 
TRUST  BILL  [h.l.]. 

NEW    RUSSIA    COMPANY    BILL    [h.l.]. 
Committed. 

DONEGAL  RAILWAY  BILL  [h.l.]. 
Committed  for  Friday  next. 

FOLKESTONE,  SANDGATE,  AND  HYTHE 
TRAMRO ADS  BILL  [h.l.]. 

Committed ;  the  Committee  to  be  pro- 
posed by  the  Committee  of  Selection. 

LANCASHIRE  INEBRIATES  ACTS 
BOARD  BILL  [H.L.]. 

Committee  to  meet  on  Friday  next. 

IPSWICH    CORPORATION  TRAMWAYS 

BILL  [H.L.] 

LINCOLN  CORPORATION  (TRAMWAYS) 

BILL  [H.L.]. 

Report  from  the  Select  Committee, 
That  the  Committee  had  not  proceeded 
with  the  consideration  of  the  Bills,  no 
parties  having  appeared  in  opposition 
thereto ;  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
Table  ;  the  oniers  made  on  the  23rd  of 
February,  and  Tuesday  last  discharged ; 
and  Bills  committed. 

FALKIRK  CORPORATION  BILL  [h.l.] 

Report  from  the  Select  Committee,  That 
the  Committee  had  not  proceeded  with 
the  consideration  of  the  Bill,  no  parties 
having  appeared  in  opposition  thereto ; 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table; 
the  orders  made  on  the  23rd  of  February 
and  Tuesday  last  discharged  ;  and  Bill 
committed. 

VOL   LXXX.       [Fourth  Series.] 


DUNDEE   HARBOUR  BILL  [h.l.'i 
Keported  with  Amendments. 

PURFLEET    and   GRAVESEND    JUNC- 
TION RAILWAY  BILL  [h.l.] 

Head  2^  (according  to  order). 

LONDON,     BRIGHTON,     AND     SOUTH 
COAST  RAILWAY  BILL  [h.l.]. 

GLYNCORRWG    URBAN    DISTRICT 
COUNCIL  GAS  BILL  [h.l.]. 

CLEETHORPES  gas  BILL  [h.l.]. 
FISHGUARD   WATER   AND  GAS    BILL 

[H.L.]. 

BARRY    RAILWAY    (STEAM    VESSELS) 

BILL  [H.L.]. 

MOUNTAIN  ASH   WATER  BILL    [h.l.]. 

CO  WES  PIER  BILL  [h.l.]. 

PAIGNTON  URBAN   DISTRICT  WATER 

BILL  [H.L.]. 

EXMOUTH   URBAN  DISTRICT  WATER 

BILL  [H.L.]. 

EXMOUTH     AND     DISTRICT    WATER 

BILL  [H.L.]. 

Report  from  the  Committee  of  Selec- 
tion, That  the  following  Lords  be  proposed 
to  the  House  to  form  the  Select  Com- 
mittee for  the  consideration  of  the  said 
Bills  (namely) : — 

E.  Stamford, 

V.  Templetown, 

L.  Elffin  (E.  Elgin  and  Kincardine), 

(chairman), 
L.  Napier. 
L.  Somerton  (E.  Normanton) ; 

agreed  to  ;  and  the  said  Lords  appointed 
accordingly  :  The  Committee  to  meet  on 
Wednesday,  the  2l8t  instant,  at  Eleven 
o'clock  ;  and  all  petitions,  referred  to  the 
Committee,  with  leave  to  the  petitioners 
praying  to  be  heard  by  counsel  against 
the  Bills  to  be  heard  as  desired,  as  also^ 
counsel  for  the  Bills. 

ST.  DAVID'S  RAILWAY  (ABANDON- 
MENT) BILL. 

DUBLIN  ELECTRIC  LIGHTING  BILL. 

BLACKPOOL,  ST.  ANNE'S  AND 
LYTHAM  TRAMWAYS  BILL. 

Examiner's  Certificates  of  non-compli- 
ance with  the  Standing  Orders  referred 
to  the  Standing  Orders  Committee  on 
Monday  next. 

2E 
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AFRICA,  No.  2  (1900). 

Correspondence  with  the  Presidents  of 
the  South  African  Republic  and  of  the 
Orange  Free  State  respecting  the  war. 
Presented  (by  command),  and  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  Table. 

LONDON     GOVERNxMENT     ACT,      1899 
(METROPOLITAN  BOROUGHS). 

Drafts  of  Orders  in  Council  for  the 
establishment  of  each  of  the  under- 
mentioned Metropolitan  Boroughs  and 
incorporating  the  Council  thereof,  and  for 
other  purposes  connected  therewith : — 
Battersea,  Bermondsey,  Bethnal  Green, 
Deptford,  Fulham,  Greenwich,  Hackney, 
Hammersmith,  Hampstead,  Islington, 
Lambeth,  Lewisham,  Poplar,  St.  Maryle- 
bone,  Shoreditch,  Southwark,  Stoke 
Newington,  Wandsworth,  and  Woolwich. 
Laid  before  the  House  (pursuant  to  Act), 
and  to  be  printed.     (No.  27.) 


YOUTHFUL  OFFENDERS  BILL  [h.l.]. 

Petition  against ;  of  superintendent 
and  teachers  of  the  Congregational  Sunday- 
school,  Eccles ;  read,  and  ordered  to  fie 
X)n  the  Table. 


NEW  BILL, 


PALATINE  COURT  OF  DURHAM  BILL 

[H.L.]. 

A  Bill  to  amend  the  law  relating  to  the 

Court  of  Chancery  of  the  County  Palatine 

of  Durham  was  presented  by  the  Lord 

Chancellor ;  read  1«  ;  and  to  be  printed. 

v(No.  28.) 

MONEY  LENDING  BILL  [H.L.] 

Eeported  from  the  Standing  Committee 
with  amendments :  The  Report  thereof  to 
be  received  on  Thursday  next ;  and  Bill 
to  be  printed  as  amended.     (No.  29.) 

SOUTH  '  AFRICAN    WAR-OVERTURES 
BY  THE  REPUBLICS  FOR  PEACE. 

The  Eakl  of  KIMBERLEY:  As 
the  noble  Marquess  the  head  of  the 
Government  is  in  his  place,  I  wish  to  ask 
him  a  question  of  which  I  have  given 
him  private  notice — namely,  whether  he 
is  in  a  position  to  state  to  the  House  any 
answer  which  Her  Majesty's  Government 
ha\e  thought  fit  to  give  to  the  overtures 


for  peace  made  by  the  Presidents  of  the 
two  Boer  RepubUcs. 

The  PRIME  MINISTER  and 
SECRETARY  of  STATE  for  FOREIGN 
AFFAIRS  (The  Marquess  of  Salis- 
bury): I  have  brought  down  to  the 
House  to  lay  on  the  Table  the  telegrams 
which  contain  the  information  the  noble 
Earl  desires.  Perhaps  he  will  not  think 
me  out  of  order  if  I  read  them  to  him. 
They  are  not  long.  The  following  tele- 
gram was  addressed  by  the  two  Presi- 
dents on  the  5th  of  March  to  Her 
Majesty's  Secretary  of  State — 

"  The  Presidents  of  the  Orange  Free  State 
and  of  the  South  African  Uepubllc  to  the 
Marquess  of  Salisbury. — (Received  March  6.) 

**  Bloemfontein,  March  5, 1900. 

"  The  blood  and  the  tears  of  the  thousands 
who  have  suffered  by  this  war,  and  the  pros- 
pect of  all  the  moral  and  economic  ruin  with 
which  South  Africa  is  now  threatened,  make 
it  necessary  for  both  belligerents  to  ask  them- 
selves dispassionately,  and  as  in  the  sight  of 
the  Triune  God,  for  what  they  are  fighting,  and 
whether  the  aim  of  each  justifies  all  this 
appalling  misery  and  devastation. 

'*  With  this  object,  and  in  view  of  the  asser- 
tions of  various  British  statesmen  to  the  effect 
that  this  war  was  begun  and  is  bein^  carried  on 
with  the  set  purpose  of  undermming  Her 
Majesty*s  autiiority  in  South  Africa,  and  of 
setting  up  an  Administration  over  all 
South  Africa  independent  of  Her  Majesty's 
Government,  we  consider  it  our  duty 
solemnly  to  declare  that  this  war  was  under- 
taken solely  as  a  defensive  measure  to  safe- 
guard the  threatened  independence  of  the 
South  African  Republic,  and  is  only  continued 
in  order  to  secure  and  saf^uard  the  incontest- 
able independence  of  both  Republics  as 
sovereign  mternational  States,  and  to  obtain 
the  assurance  that  those  ot  Her  Majesty|s  sub- 
jects who  have  taken  part  with  us  in  this  war 
shall  suffer  no  harm  whatsoever  in  person  or 
property. 

"  On  these  conditions,  and  on  these  condi- 
tions alone,  are  we  now,  as  in  the  past,  desirous 
of  seeing  pecu^e  re-established  in  South  Africa, 
and  of  putting  an  end  to  the  evils  now  reigning 
over  South  Africa ;  while,  if  Her  Majesty  s 
Government  is  determined  to  destroy  the  inde- 
pendence of  the  Republics,  there  is  nothing 
left  to  us  and  to  our  people  but  to  persevere  to 
the  end  in  the  course  already  begun,  in  spite  of 
the  overwhelming  pre-eminence  of  the  British 
Empire,  confiden^  that  that  €k)d  who  lighted 
the  unextinguisliable  fire  of  the  love  of  freedom 
in  the  hearts  of  ourselves  and  of  our  fathers 
will  not  forsake  us,  but  will  accomplish  His 
work  in  us  and  in  our  descendants. 

••We  hesitated  to  make  this  declaration 
earlier  to  your  Excellency,  as  we  feared  that 
as  long  as  the  advantage  was  always  on  our 
side,  and  as  long  as  our  forces  held  defensive 

Sositions  far  in  Her  Majesty's  colonies,  such  a 
eclaration  might  hurt  the  feelings  of  honour 
of  the  British  people  ;  but  now  that  the  pres- 
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Cige  of  the  British  Empire  may  be  considered 
to  toe  asfiared  by  the  capture  of  one  of  oar  force-^ 
hy  Her  Majesty's  troops,  and  that  we  are 
Xuereby  forced  to  evacuate  other  positions 
which  our  forces  had  occupied,  that  difficulty 
is  over,  amd  we  can  no  longer  hesitate  clearly  | 
to  inform  your  Government  and  people  in  the 
sight  of  the  whole  civilised  world  wiiy  we  are 
£ghting,  and  on  what  conditions  we  are  ready 
to  restore  peace." 

To  that  message  the  following  answer 
iiras  addressed  by  me  on  behalf  of  Her 
Majesty^s  Government — 

**The  Mirque?8  of  Salisbury  to  the  Presi- 
dents of  the  South  African  Republic  and 
Orange  Free  State. 

"Foreign  Office,  11th  March,  1900.      ! 

"I  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge   your 
Honours'  telegram  dated  the  5th  of  March 
from  Bloemfontein,  of  which  the  purport  is  I 
principally  to  demand  that    Her   Majesty's  ' 
Government  shall  recognise  the  *  incontestable  | 
irdependence '  of  the  South  African  Republic 
^nd  Orange  Free  State  *  as  sovereign  interna- 
tional States,'  and  to  offer,  on  those  terms,  to 
bring  the  war  to  a  conclusion. 

"In  the  beginning  of  October  last  peace 
existed  between  Her  Majesty  and  the  two 
Kepublics  under  the  Conventions  which  then 
were  in  existence.  A  discussion  had  been  pro- 
ceeding for  some  mcmths  between  Her  Majesty's 
Oovemment  and  the  South  African  Republic, 
<»f  which  the  object  was  to  obtain  redress 
ioT  certain  very  serious  grievances  under  which 
British  residents  in  the  South  African  Re- 
public were  suffering.  In  the  course  of  these 
negotiations  the  South  African  Republic  had 
to  the  knowledge  of  Her  Majestjr's  Oovern- 
iment  made  considerable  armaments,  and  the 
latter  had  consequently  taken  steps  to  provide 
corresponding  reinforcements  to  the  JBritish 
garrisons  of  Cape  Town  and  Natal.  No 
mfringement  of  the  rights  guaranteed  by  the 
Conventions  had  up  to  that  point  taken  place 
on  the  British  lide.  Suddenly,  at  two  days 
notice,  the  South  African  Republic,  after 
issuing  an  insulting  ultimatum,  declared  war 
upon  Her  Majesty,  and  the  Orange  Free  State, 
wiCh  whom  there  had  not  even  ooen  any  dis- 
cussion, took  a  similar  step.  Her  Majesty's 
dominions  were  immediately  invaded  by  tne 
two  Republics,  siege  was  laid  to  three  towns 
within  the  British  frontier,  a  large  portion  of 
the  two  colonies  was  overrun,  with  great  de- 
atmction  to  property  and  life,  and  the  Re- 
publics claimed  to  treat  the  inhabitants  of 
extensive  portions  of  Her  Majesty's  dominions 
as  if  those  dominions  had  been  annexed  to  one 
or  other  of  them.  In  anticipation  of  these 
operations  the  South  African  Republic  had 
been  accumulating  for  many  years  past  mili- 
tary stores  on  an  enormous  scale,  which,  by 
their  character,  could  only  have  been  intended 
for  use  against  Great  Britain. 

"  Your  Honours  make  some  observations  of 
a  negative  character  upon  the  object  with 
which  these  preparations  were  made.  I  do 
not  think  it  necessary  to  discuss  the  questions 
you  have  raisetl.  But  the  result  of  these 
preparations,  carried  on  with  great  secrecy, 
baa  been  that  the  British  Empire  has  been 


compelled  to  confront  an  invasion  which  has 
entailed  upon  the  Empire  a  costly  war  and  the 
loss  of  thousands  of  precious  lives.  This 
great  calamity  has  been  the  penalty  which 
Great  Britain  has  suffered  for  having  in 
recent  years  acquiesced  in  the  existence  of  the 
two  Republics. 

"  In  view  of  the  use  to  which  the  two  Repub- 
lics have  put  the  position  wnich  was  given  to 
them,  ana  the  calamities  which  their  unpro- 
voked attack  has  inflicted  upon  Her  Majesty's 
doiuinions.  Her  Majesty's  Government  can  only 
answer  your  Honours'  telegram  by  saying  that 
they  are  not  prepared  to  assent  to  the  inde- 
pendence either  of  the  South  African  Republic 
or  of  the  Orange  Free  State." 

House  adjourned  at  Twenty- 
five  minutes  before  Five 
of  the  clock,  to  Thursday 
next,  half -past  Ten  of  the 
clock. 


HOUSE    OF    COMMONS. 
Tuesday,  1 3/A  March,  1 900. 


PRIVATE    BILL    BUSINESS. 


PRIVATE  BILLS  (STANDING  ORDERS  62 
AND  63  COMPLIED  WITH). 

Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon  the  Table 
Report  from  one  of  the  Examiners  of 
Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  That,  in  the 
case  of  the  following  Bill,  referred  on  the 
First  Reading  thereof,  Standing  Orders 
Nos.  62  and  63  have  been  complied  with, 
viz.  : — 

Metropolitan  Water  Companies  Bill. 

Ordered,  That  the  Bill  be  read  a  second 
time. 

PRIVATE  BILLS  (STANDING  ORDER  63 
COMI'LIED   WITH). 

Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon  the  Table 
Report  from  one  of  the  Examiners  of 
Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  That,  in  the 
case  of  the  following  Bill,  referred  on  the 
First  Reading  thereof.  Standing  Order 
No.  63  has  been  complied  with,  viz. : — 

j      Christchurch,  Bournemouth,  and  Win  ton 
Tramways  Bill. 

I      Ordered,  That  the  Bill  be  read  a  second 
time. 

PONTEFRACT  PARK  BILL. 

I      As  amended,   considered;    to  be  read 
,  the  third  time. 

"      2   E  2 
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GREAT    NORTHERN    RAILWAY    (IRE- 

LAND)  BILL. 

Rend  a  second  time,  and  committed. 

HUNTINGDON    CORPORATION    BILL 
(BY  ORDER). 

Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
time." 

♦Mr.  KEARLEY  (Devonport) :  This 
Bill  is  introduced  by  the  Corporation  of 
Himtingdon,  and  its  object  is  to  en- 
close the  whole  of  the  common  land  sur- 
rounding the  town,  amounting  to  356 
acres.  They  also  seek  to  take  powers  to 
utilise  the  land  for  building  purposes, 
either  by  sale  or  by  lease,  and  to  dispose 
of  it  in  any  way  they  may  think  proper. 
Now,  the  population  of  Huntingdon  is  a 
very  small  one,  something  under  4,500, 
and,  although  the  promoters  of  the  Bill 
claim  that  the  town,  being  completely 
surrounded  by  these  lands,  is  practically 
strangled,  I  think  that  it  is  a  very  large 
order  on  their  part  to  ask  for  powers  to 
enclose  the  whole  of  these  common  lands. 
But  the  object  of  my  motion  is,  in  the 
first  place,  to  raise  a  very  important 
question  of  principle  which  this  Bill 
violates.  I  shall  also  have  a  word  or  two 
to  say  upon  the  merits  of  the  Bill  itself. 
The  principles  laid  down  by  the  Enclosure 
Acts  are  being  violated  by  this  Bill,  which 
proposes  to  enclose  without  enquiry  com- 
mons, to  extinguish  all  common  rights,  and 
to  vest  the  soil  of  the  common  lands  in  the 
corporation.  They  claim  that  they  own 
the  soil,  but  other  people  deny  their  title. 
The  persons  entitled  to  the  right  to  use 
the  commons  are  freemen  of  the  borough 
and  widows  of  freemen.  They  number  at 
present  thirty-three,  and  it  is  proposed  by 
this  Bill  that  their  interest  shall  be  ex- 
tinguished, and  that,  in  compensation, 
they  shall  receive  an  annuity  amounting 
to  £748  a  year,  to  be  equally  divided 
among  them.  The  principle  of  that  pro- 
posal is  a  bad  one.  The  corporation  also 
propose  to  appropriate  a  sum  which  is  at 
present  invested  in  Consols,  amounting  to 
X9,000,  representing  the  proceeds  of  the 
sties  of  certain  portions  of  the  lands,  made 
from  time  to  time  to  railway  companies 
and  other  public  bodies,  and  to  utilise  it 
in  paying  the  annuities.  On  the  merits  of 
the  Bill,  my  objection  in  the  first  place  is 
that  this  small  corporation  seeks  to  embark 


on  what  is  really  nothing  more  or  les» 
than  a  land- jobbing  scheme,  and  in  order 
to    do  this    they  propose  to  extinguish 
the    freemen's  rights    by    a    most    per- 
nicious system  of  doles.     I    fancy  that 
this  House  holds  rather  strong  opinions 
upon  doles  generally,  and  I  do  not  think 
it  is  likely  to  approve  a  proposal  to  esta- 
blish permanently  an  annuity  fimd  to  be 
distributed  in  all  future  years  to  a  class 
which  will  certainly  increase  in  numbers 
when  it  is  discovered  that  there  is  some 
pecuniary  advantage    attaching    to    the 
freedom    of    the    borough.      No   doabt 
at    the    present   moment    many    people 
who  are    entitled    to  claim    their   free- 
manship     have    not    done    so    because 
they  have  not  thought  it  worth  whMe^ 
but  the  moment  it   is  discovered  that 
this  annuity  is   to   be  distributed  they 
will  certainly  take  up  their  right  of  free- 
dom, with  the  result  that  their  numbers 
will  be  largely  increased,  the  doles  will 
be   sub-divided   again  and   again,  and   a 
system  pauperising  in  character  will  be 
set  up.     The  corporation    urge  that  it 
will  be  to  the  benefit  of  the  neighbourhood 
to  pass  this  scheme,   because  they  will 
then  be  able  to  provide  public  recreation 
grounds  and  parks  for  the  benefit  of  the 
people.      They  also  allege  that,  at  the 
present  moment,  the  public  have  no  right 
over  these  commons  for  recreation.      1 
should  like  to  see  them  test  that  point. 
If  I  went  down  there  to  play  a  game  of 
cricket  on  these  lands,  I  should  hke  to 
see    the    corporation   test    their    allega- 
tion by  bringing  an  action  against  me. 
I  think  they  would  find  that  they  had 
a    very   bad  case.       What    is   the    qmd 
pro    quo    they   offer   for   the    356    acres 
they  propose  to  enclose  ?    They  are  only 
goin^  to  give  the  public  10 J  acres  of  land, 
and  I  say  that  is  a  very  serious  defect  in 
this  Bill.     Only  within  the  last  two  or 
three  days,  the  promoters  have  revealed 
another  weakness  in  their  scheme.   I  read 
in  yesterday's  Times  a  letter,  signed  by 
the  mayor    and  two  councillors  of  the 
borough,  in  which  they  stated  there  was 
an  erroneous  impression  that  it  was  in- 
tended to  build  on  the  whole  of  this  land, 
and  they  added  that  it  was  impossible  to 
do  that,  as  such  an  undertaking  would 
occupy  two  centuries.  Why  then  have  they 
asked  permission  to  enclose  these  356  acres 
for  buildine  purposes,   when  thev  know 
and  admit  that  they  have  not  the  slightest 
intention  of  covering  the  whole  of  the  land 
for  two  centuries  ?    Surely  there  must 
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be  some  more  moderate  course  open  to  them. 
Now,  the  rights  of  freemen  differ  in  many 
respects  from  the  ordinary  rights  enjoyed 
hy  commoners.  Generally  speaking, 
common  rights  are  attached  to  freehold 
or  copyhold  property,  and  people  who 
have  a  property  in  those  rights  can  sell 
them,  and  so  they  may  be  gradually 
•extinguished.  But  the  freemen's  rights 
4ire  vested  in  the  whole  body  of  freemen, 
sjid  it  is  therefore  impossible  to  extin- 
.guish  them  in  the  same  way  as  ordinary 
common  rights.  The  result  is  that  these 
freemen  wul  go  on  increasing  in  number, 
-and  this  annuity  will  be  split  up  into 
many  sub-divisions.  But  the  main  objec- 
vtion  I  have  to  this  Bill  is  that  it  expressly 
violates  the  provisions  of  the  Enclosure 
Acts,  which  have  been  passed  by  this 
House,  and  which  represent  some  of  the 
very  best  work  Parliament  has  ever  done. 
What  are  the  principles  of  those  Acts  1 
They  are  to  be  found  in  the  Act  of  1845, 
supplemented  by  the  more  important  Act 
of  1876,  and  the  whole  of  these  Acts 
recognise  most  emphatically  that  the 
public  have  an  interest  in  these  common 
lands,  apart  from  the  interest  of  the  owner 
•of  the  soil  and  from  the  interest  of  the 
freeman.  It  is  this  public  interest 
which  the  Enclosure  Acts  are  intended  to 
protect,  and  it  is  surely  as  important  as,  if 
not  more  important,  than  the  interests  of 
the  owners  of  the  soil  and  of  the  com- 
moners. If  this  Bill  is  allowed  to  proceed 
the  protection  afforded  by  the  Enclosure 
Acts  will  disappear.  Parliament  will  be 
stultifying  itself,  and  it  will  establish  a 
dangerous  precedent,  of  which  other 
-corporations  will  in  future  years  seek  to 
take    advantage.       What    are  the  safe- 

rrds  provided  by  the  Enclosure  Acts  ? 
the  first  place  there  must  be  a  local 
inquiry  at  which  all  individuals  and  all 
local  bodies  concerned  have  a  right  to  be 
Iieard.  The  corporation  tell  us  that 
they  have  the  unanimous  consent  of  the 
borough  to  their  Bill,  but  that  is  not 
:sufficient.  They  ought  to  have  the 
assent  of  the  whole  neighbourhood  as 
represented  by  the  rural  district  councils, 
parish  councils,  and  other  local  bodies.  If 
this  Bill  is  passed,  the  protection  afforded  by 
the  local  inquiry  will  be  swept  on  one  side. 
Then  again,  under  the  Enclosure  Acts,  the 
Board  of  Agriculture  has  to  satisfy  itself 
that  tke  public  interests  are  duly  pro- 
tected, and  that  the  enclosure  will  not 
prejudicially  affect  the  inhabitants  of 
populous  pkces  near.     The  Board  has  to 


make  a  report  to  Parliament  on  the 
subject,  and  that  report  has  to  be  con- 
sidered by  the  Standing  Committee 
of  Commons,  which  has  been  appointed 
for  the  very  purpose  of  protecting 
the  public  interest.  That  safeguard  will 
also  disappear  under  this  Bill.  I  hope 
that  the  House  will  stand  by  its  own 
legislation,  and  will  not  allow  again  to 
crop  up  that  dangerous  system  which  pre- 
vailed prior  to  the  passing  of  the  Enclo- 
!  sure  Acts,  a  system  which  led  to  grave 
scandals  in  the  loss  of  public  rights.  I  think 
it  is  fair  to  say  that  the  corporation  assert 
that  had  they  proceeded  by  way  of  Pro- 
visional Order  they  could  not  have  got 
all  they  want.  They  certainly  would  not, 
for  I  do  not  believe  the  Enclosure  Com- 
missioners would  have  agreed  to  give 
them  power  to  utilise  the  whole  of  the 
356  acres  for  building  purposes.  Had 
they  applied  for  a  Provisional  Order  there 
would  have  been  a  local  inquiry,  and  the 
House  would  not  have  been  legislating  as 
it  were  in  the  dark  as  to  the  wishes  of  the 
local  community.  Why  do  the  promoters 
fear  the  test  of  a  local  inquiry  1  I  think 
it  is  pretty  evident  they  know  that  their 
proposals  would  not  surWve  such  an  in- 
quiry. I  have  endeavoured  to  make  it 
clear  that  the  House  is  being  asked  to  set 
a  dangerous  precedent  in  allowing  the 
principle  of  the  Enclosure  Acts  to  be 
violated,  and  I  hope  we  may  be  able  to 
have  a  disinterested  vote  upon  this 
matter,  and  to  decide  the  question  on  its 
merits. 

Sir  JOHN  BRUNNER  (Cheshire, 
North wich) :  I  think  everybody  will 
sympathise  with  the  inhabitants  of  a  land- 
locked town.  It  matters  not  whether  the 
land  around  the  town  belongs  to  a  large 
proprietor  who  wants  to  preserve  the 
amenities  of  his  estate,  or  whether  it  is 
common  land;  the  effect  is  the  same 
in  each  case — it  cannot  be  built  upon. 
As  our  sympathies,  therefore,  naturally 
go  with  the  town  of  Huntingdon, 
the  question  resolves  itself  into  one 
of  degree.  We  of  the  Commons  Pre- 
servation Society  have  approached  the 
corporation  in  a  very  friendly  way,  and 
have  asked  them,  not  unreasonably,  as  I 
think,  to  limit  their  demand,  and  not  to 
take  the  whole  of  these  356  acres,  with 
the  idea  that  their  population  will  so 
increase  as  to  necessitate  the  use  of  the 
land  for  the  extension  of  the  borough.  Of 
course,  I  know  how  boroughs  do  increase 
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when    the  opportunity     arises,    and     I 
remember  watching  with  great  interest, 
some  years  ago,  the  amazing  growth  and 
expansion  of  a  town  in  the  north  of  Spain 
when   its   walls  and    fortifications    were 
removed.    The  change  was  immensely  for 
the  benefit  of  tlie  people  there,  and  un- 
doubtedly, if  a  certain  limited  amount  of 
freedom   were  granted    to  Huntingdon, 
equally   beneficial   results  would    follow. 
The  letter  in  The  Times  which  my  hon. 
friend  has  quoted  is  a  repetition  of  what 
members    of    the    corporation   told    the 
Commons  Preservation  Society    a    fort- 
night or  three  weeks  ago.      They  then 
said  that  the  whole  of  the  land  could  not 
be  utilised  for  200  years.  In  view  of  that, 
I  do  not  think  the  House  will  listen  to  a 
demand  from  the  representatives  of  4,000 
people  to  extinguish  the  public  rights  of 
recreation    over     this     enormous     area 
simply  to  provide  for  a  possible  expan- 
sion   of    the     town    200    years    hence. 
If   the  corporation  can  show  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  House  to  what  extent  they 
can,  by  any  guess  or  by  the  wildest  esti- 
mate, grow  in  fifty  years,  then  the  House 
ought  to  allow  them  to  acquire  so  much  to 
that  extent.     To  my  mind  this  Bill  is 
very  little  short  of  flouting  the  decisions 
of  this  House,   and  I   trust  that  if  the 
House  does  give  the  Bill  a  Second  Reading 
to-day,  it  wul  insist  upon  its  being  care- 
fully studied    in    a  Committee    of     the 
House,  which  is  the  recognised  machinery 
for  the  protection  of  public  rights.    I  beg 
to  second  the  Amendment. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  To  leave  out  from  the  word  *  That,'  to  the 
end  of  the  Question,  in  order  to  add  the  words, 
*  This  House  is  not  prepared  to  consider  a  pro- 
posal for  the  inclosure  of  common  lands 
except  when  recommended  by  the  Board  of 
Agriculture,  in  accordance  with  the  procedure 
and  on  the  principles  laid  down  by  the  En- 
closure Acts.'  " — {Mr.  Kearley.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  wordg 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
Question." 

*Mr.  smith -BARRY  (Huntingdon- 
shire, Huntingdon) :  One  of  the  chief 
objections  raised  by  the  opponents  of  the 
Bill  is  that  the  Corporation  of  Hunting- 
don have  not  proceeded  in  what  they  say 
is  the  usual  and  regular  manner.  They 
say  that  the  corporation  should  have  pro- 
ceeded by  Provisional  Order,  which  would 
have  been  preceded  by  a  local  inquiry, 
instead   of    coming  here   to-day  with   a 

Sir  John  Brunner, 


Private   Bill  to  carry   out  their  object 
When  the  corporation  decided  that  they^ 
would  make  this  proposal,  and  that  they 
would  get  rid,  if  possible,  of  those  rights 
— for  I  may  say  here  at  once  that  there 
has  been  constant  and  perpetual  litigation 
as  regards  the  respective  rights — the  cor- 
poration felt  it  was  important  once  for 
all   that   the  question   should  be   set  at 
rest.     The    corporation  doubted  whether 
they  should  proceed  by  Bill  or  Provisional 
Order.     They  took  counsel's  opinion,  and 
were  advised  that  it  would  be  impossible 
for  them  to  proceed  by  Provisional  Order, 
and  that  the  only  course  was  to  proceed 
by  Private  Bill.     They  were  advised,  and 
so  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  make  out 
they   were  well  advised,  that    the   only 
course  open  to  them   to  take  was  that 
they    have     taken ;    but    even    if   they 
had     proceeded    by    Provisional     Order 
they      would,     for     the     purpose     of 
obtaining    building    powers    over  those 
lands,  have  been  compelled  to  proceed  by 
Bill  afterwards,  so  that  if   the  Second 
Reading  of  this  Bill  is  passed  now,  it  goe» 
to  a  Committee  upstairs,  and  the  report  of 
the  Board  of  Agriculture  will  have  to  be 
laid  before  that  Committee.     So  far  as  we 
can  understand,  this  is  only  the  proper 
and  legal  way  in  which  we  could  bare 
proceeded,  and  it  is  the  simplest  and  best, 
way  in  the  public  interest.     If  it  had 
been  possible  to  proceed  by  Provisional 
Order  it  would  have  been  a  very  much 
cheaper  and  simpler  form,  and  the  Hun- 
tingdon  Corporation   would   have    been 
only  too  glad  to  adopt  that  form  of  pro- 
cedure ;  but  as  it  was  there  was  nothing 
left  open  for  them,  as  they  were  advised 
by  competent  legal  advisers,  except  to 
proceed  in  the  manner  they  are  proceed- 
I  ing  now.     The  opposition  to  this  BiU  '\& 
that     of     the     Commons     Preservation 
Society.     I   wish    to  speak  with   every 
respect    of  the    Commons   Preservation 
Society.      They  are  an  excellent  body, 
and    they   have  done  a    great  deal   of 
valuable  work  in    the    public    interest. 
They     are     the     watchful      guardians- 
of  the    public    interest    in     regard    to- 
public    enclosures,    but    they    are    apt, 
like  a  great  many  other  good  people,  to 
go  a  little  further  than  they  are  entitled 
to  do,  and  they  are  inclined  to  think  that 
instead  of  the  commons  being  made  for 
the  public,  the  public  are  ms^de  for  the 
commons.     The  public  in  this  case  are 
I  the  people  of  Huntingdon,   and  I  thndc 
I  they  are  practically  unanimouB  in  wishing 
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that  the  object  of   this  Bill  should  be 
carried  out.     Conservatives  and  Radicals 
alike  are  of  one  mind,  and  only  last  week 
the  Radical  local  pap3r  had  the  strongest 
possible  article   hoping  that  this  House 
would  consider  carefully  the   merits  of 
this  Bill  and  give  it  a  Second  Reading 
when  it  came  before  it.     The  people  who 
are    interested    in    it    are    thirty-three. 
They  have  in  their  handwriting  agreed  to 
the  proposals  made  in  the  Bill.     The  in- 
comes derived  out  of  the  rights  over  those 
commons  are    calculated  at  i&17    each. 
Under  the  provisions  of  the  Bill  they  will 
get  something  like  £22  each,  and  I  really 
cannot  see  that  that  is  too  much  compen- 
sation to  giwQ  them  for  the  rights  which 
are  being  taken  away.     The  corporation 
represents  the  public  at  large,  and  the 
corporation  twice  imanimously  approved 
of    the  principle  of   the  Bill.     A  public 
meeting  of  the  inhabitants  was  held,  and 
they  also  unanimously  agreed  to  it.    Hon. 
Members  opposite  say  that  the  neighbour- 
hood ought  to  give  the  sum.     I  scarcely 
know  how  the  neighbourhood  is  to  give 
the  sum.     What  are  the  objects  of  the 
Bill  1    The  objects  of  the  BUI  are  that 
these  common  lands  shall  become    the 
absolute  property  of  the  corporation,  and 
that  they  should  be  empowered  to  let  out 
small  grants  not  exceeding  three  acres  at 
a    time    for    building    purposes.      The 
ground,  as  the  hon.  Member  opposite  has 
said^  is  small,  and  in  a  town  of  4,316  in- 
habitants.     It   is  surrounded    by   open 
country,  with  pleasant  roads  and  footpaths 
going  in  every  direction,  and  there  is  a 
large  tract  of  250  acres  in  extent  which 
can  never  be  built  over.     Therefore  there 
is  no  question  of  the  light  or  air  of  the 
people.     On  the  contrary,   the  medical 
officer    of    the    town    itself    says    that 
the      town      is      so      congested      that 
some      of     the      houses     are      getting 
absolutely  imhealthy,  and  that  the  town 
cannot  increase  on  account  of  those  com- 
mons, but  must  decrease  because  of  the 
insanitary    condition   of    houses    which 
must  be    pulled    down.     Other    houses 
holding  a  smaller  number  of  people  will 
have  to  be  erected  in  their  stead,  so  that 
unless  some  power  is  given  to  the  cor- 
poration to  build  upon  these  open  spaces 
it  is  absolutely  impossible  that  the  town 
can  extend,  and  on  the  contrary,  it  will 
contract.     Something  has  been  said  about 
the    common  lands  being  places  of  re- 
creation. Now  as  regards  certain  portions 
of  the  lands  no  one  has  a  right  to  go  on 


them  at  all.  Under  the  Bill  which  is 
before  the  House  the  corporation  will 
make  a  recreation  ground  of  ten  and 
a  half  acres  of  the  land,  but  the 
size  of  it  is  a  matter  of  detail  If 
the  corporation  acquire  the  rights  they 
seek,  the  grounds  will  really  become 
recreation  grounds  for  the  public,  and 
it  cannot  be  said  they  are  that  at 
present.  I  have  been  authorised  by  the 
corporation  to  say  that  whereas,  of 
course,  they  must  purchase  the  rights  of 
the  freemen  over  the  whole  of  the  land, 
as  regards  the  commons,  which  extend 
to  146  acres,  they  are  willing  to  have  it 
provided  in  the  Bill  that  no  buildings 
should  be  put  upon  82  of  those  acres.  Of 
the  remaining  64  acres  they  will  make 
a  recreation  ground  of  10 J  acres,  leaving 
only  53 J  acres  for  building  purposes. 
Any  details  as  to  allotments  and  so  on 
could  be  considered  by  the  Committee. 
After  this  large  concession  it  would  be  a 
monstrous  shamo  that  the  town  should 
remain  cribbed,  cabined,  and  confined,  and 
be  strangled  for  want  of  building  room. 
I   earnestly    hop3  that   the  House  will 

i  allow  the  Bill  to  be  rea  1  a  second  time, 
in  order  that  it  may  be  considered  by  a 

j  Committee  upstairs. 

Mr.  BRYCE  (Aberdeen,  S.)  reminded 
the   House  that  the    Common?    Act  of 
1876  provided  that  whenever  an  enclo- 
sure was  proposed  to  be  made  the  matter 
should  be  referred  to  a  body  now  repre- 
I  sented  by  the  Board  of  Agriculture ;  that 
I  that  body  should  hold  a   local   inquiry ; 
i  that  the  report  of  that  inquiry  should  be 
j  embodied  in  the   Provisional  Order,  and 
!  that  that  Provisional   Order  should  go 
before  the   Standing  Committee  of  the 
House.     The  inquiries  of  the  Committee 
were  always  conducted  with  the  greatest 
possible  care ;  witnesses  representing  the 
neighbourhood  were  summoned,  and  every 
opportunity  was  given  for  local  opinion 
to   be  expressed ;   and   the  decisions  of 
that  Committee  were  always  acquiesced 
in  with  satisfaction.     His  great  objection 
to  the  present  Bill  was  that  it  proposed 
to  set  aside  that  procedure.     The  Bill  was 
prirtui  fiide  an  Enclosure  Bill,  and  as  such 
should   have  gone  before  the   Board   of 
Agriculture,  and  followed  the  procedure 
laid  down  in  the  Act  of  1876.     The  Ques- 
tions raised  could  not  be  properly  aealt 
with    by    the    House  as  a  body ;  they 
should  be  dealt  with  by  a  selected  body, 
and  the  House  had  provided  that  selected 
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body  in  its  Standing  Committee.     It  was 
now  asked   that   that    body    should    be 
thrown  aside,  and  the  Bill  referred  to  an 
ordinary  Private  Bill  Committee,  which 
had  not  the  wide  power  possessed  by  the 
Standing  Committee,  and  was  not  nearly 
as   competent  to  deal   with  the  matter. 
The  only  excuse  urged  was  that  the  Cor- 
poration of  Huntingdon  desired  to  get  by 
this  Bill  something  they  could  not  have 
effacted    by     Provisional     Order.     That 
might  be  a  reason  for  taking  some  further 
steps,  Ijut  it  was  not  a  reason  for  asking 
the  House  to  do  something  which  the  Act 
of  1876  expressly  declared  should  be  done 
in  another  way.     The  hon.  Member  for 
Devonport  was  therefore  justified  in  ask- 
ing the  House  to  sanction  the  resolution 
he  had  moved  as  an  Amendment,  and  to 
adhere  to  the  procedure  laid  down  in  the 
Act  of  1876.     The  men  who  happened  to 
be  members  of  the  coi*poration  or  freemen 
at  any  particular  date  were  not  necessarily 
the  best  judges  of  what  would  be  for  the 
permanent  interest  of    the  community. 
The  House  had  to  guard  the  interests  of 
tho^e  yet  unborn,  and  a  special  procedure 
had  been  laid  down  with  the  view  of  pro- 
tecting the  interests  of  those  who  were 
not  necessarily  properly  represented  by 
the   corporation  or  any  local   authority. 
He  hoped  the  House  would  not  strike  a 
great  blow  at  a     system     which     had 
worked  well  for  twenty-four  years,  but 
would  accede  to  the  Amendment  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  Devonport. 

ScR  W.  HART  DYKE  (Kent,  Dart- 
ford)  asked  how  far  the  House  was  to  pro- 
ceed with  the  new  system  of  opposing 
Private  Bills  on  Second  Reading.  The 
practice,  which  was  largely  increasing,  was 
a  very  dangerous  one.  It  was  perfectly 
true  that  some  other  procedure  might 
have  been  adopted  by  the  promoters  of 
this  Bill,  ])ut  the  best  legal  advice  was 
taken  and  followed  as  to  the  course  to  be 
adopted.  So  far  as  the  difficulties  which 
had  been  raised  with  regard  to  commons, 
enclosures,  and  so  on  were  concerned,  it 
was  enough  for  the  House  to  understand 
that  a  report  from  the  Board  of  Agri- 
culture dealing  with  the  whole  of  those 
technicalities  and  difficulties  must  be  laid 
before  the  Committee  upstairs.  Surely 
that  was  sufficient  guarantee  that  all  legal 
obligations  would  be  observed.  There 
were  no  private  interests  concerned  ;  and 
there  was  a  unanimous  population,  sup- 
ported by  its  local  authority,  making  the 

Mr.  Bryrr. 


demand  that  the  Bill  should  be  considered 
by  a  Private  Bill  Committee.  Consider- 
ing the  liberal  manner  in  which  the 
promoters  had  met  the  objectors  to  the 
Bill,  it  would  be  a  cruel  injustice  to  refuse 
to  allow  the  Bill  to  be  considered  by  a 
Committee,  and  he  therefore  hoped  the 
Second  Reading  would  be  carried. 

Mr.  HALDANE  (Haddington)  :  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  began  his  speech 
by  saying  that  the  habit  had  been  grow- 
ing in  this  House  of  imposing  difficulties 
in  the  way  of  Private  Bill  legislation,  and 
he  went  on  to  say  that  the  Corporation 
of  Huntington  had  a  very  great  grievance 
in  this  matter  which  required  our  sym- 
pathy and  attention.  It  may  be  that 
the  case  we  have  before  us  is  one 
which  the  House  ought  to  hear;  but 
there  is  Private  Bill  legislation  and 
Private  Bill  legislation.  We  are  dealing 
here  with  a  case  not  of  an  Imperial 
character,  but  one  coming  into  a  category 
with  which  the  House  is  well  accustomed 
to  deal  under  a  particular  code.  It  is 
now  nearly  a  century  since  the  House 
laid  down  the  principle  that  it  would 
not  sanction  an  Enclosure  Act  without 
good  reason,  and  it  laid  down  a  code  to 
which  every  Bill  of  this  character  should 
conform ;  and  for  the  last  twenty  years 
no  promoter  has  had  the  audacity  to 
present  a  Bill  to  this  House  without 
making  it  conform  to  the  code  laid  down  in 
1876.  The  right  hon.  Member  for  Hunting- 
don said  there  were  legal  difficulties  in 
the  way  of  adopting  the  usual  code  in 
this  case.  He  did  not  say  what  they  were, 
and  I  for  one  should  like  to  know  how 
far  they  prevented  the  usual  course  being 
taken.  I  can  conceive  that  there  might 
be  some  difficulty  with  respect  to 
Lammas  lands,  but  there  can  be  none  at 
all  with  regard  to  common  lands,  and  I 
can  conceive  that  it  was  possible  in  this 
case  to  have  proceeded  by  way  of 
Provisional  Order.  We  feel  that  when 
these  Bills  come  up  we  are  not  perfectly 
informed  of  the  circumstances,  and  we 
are  not  in  a  position  to  judge  the  merits. 
Our  only  safety  lies  in  conforming  to  pro- 
cedure under  which  we  know  the  Govern- 
ment Department  is  looking  after  the 
House  and  seeing  that  no  injustice  is 
being  done.  I  desire  to  draw  attention 
to  the  peculiar  way  in  which  this  matter 
stands.  The  promoters  have  not  ap- 
proached the  Minister  of  Agriculture  and 
asked  him  either  to  allow  their  Bill  to  be 
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dealt  with  under  the  code  of  procedure 
laid  down  and  send  it  to  his  Department, 
or,  if  they  are  to  proceed  by  Private  Bill 
procedure,  to  rise  in  his  place  and  state 
the  reason  for  that  departure  from  our 
established  rules.  We  have  had  no 
explanation  as  to  why  it  is  that  the  pro- 
moters of  this  Bill  are  allowed  to  proceed 
in  this  altogether  exceptional  form.  I  do 
not  know  whether  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man, who  I  see  is  in  his  place,  is  going  to 
^ve  any  explanation,  but  it  would  be 
very  satisfactory  if  he  would  tell  us  why 
it  is  that  this  Bill  is  not  going  through 
the  usual  steps  and  stages,  and  I  think  it 
would  be  convenient  if  I  now  move  the 
adjournment  of  this  debate  in  order  that 
we  may  hear  the  views  of  the  Govern- 
ment upon  the  matter.  I  therefore  beg 
to  move  that  the  debate  on  this  Bill  be 
now  adjourned. 

Mr.  WARNER  (Staffordshire,  Lich- 
field) :  I  beg  to  second  the  motion  of  my 
hon.  and  learned  friend.  I  think  this 
matter  requires  a  little  more  investigation. 
The  case  is  a  very  peculiar  one.  The  Bill 
takes  a  very  unusual  course,  and  I  think 
the  House  ought  to  postpone  the  question, 
and  on  future  consideration  it  may  throw 
out  the  Bill,  as  it  makes  a  very  large  en 
croachment  on  the  common  rights  of 
England. 


Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
**  That  the  debate  be  now  adjourned." — 
{Mr,  Haldane,) 

♦The  president  of  the  BOARD 
OF  AGRICULTURE  (Mr.  Long,  Liver- 
pool, West  Derby)  :  My  hon.  and  learned 
friend  opposite  asks  me  to  say  what  is  the 
opinion  of  the  Grovernment  upon  this 
Bill,  and  I  can  state  that  in  a  very  few 
words.  I  am  asked  why  this  Bill  is  to 
proceed  in  this  manner  instead  of  follow- 
ing the  statute.  That  question  can  only 
])e  answered  by  the  division  now  shortly 
to  take  place.  Whether  the  promoters  of 
the  Bill  have  been  right  or  wrong  in  the 
course  of  procedure  which  they  have 
adopted  is  a  matter  with  which  my  De- 
partment has  nothing  to  do.  My  Depart- 
ment has  the  power  to  proceed  on  certain 
lines  laid  down  by  Parliament,  and  they  are 
prepared  to  exercise  those  powers  when 
applied  to  by  a  local  authority.  But  there 
may  be  cases,  and  I  am  not  prepared  to  say 
this  is  not  one,  where  it  may  be  desirable 
to  proceed  in   the  manner  adopted   by 


the  Corporation  of  Huntingdon,  and  it 
appears  to  me  that  it  is  for  Parliament 
alone  to  say  whether  the  circumstances 
are  such  as  to  justify  a  departure  from 
the  procedure  which  Parliament  has 
laid  down. 

Mr.  BRYCE  :  Do  you  approve  of  it  1 

*Mr.  LONG :  It  is  not  for  me  to  say 
whether  I  approve  of  it  or  not.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  opposite  did  not 
quite  accurately  describe  the  procedure. 
It  is  clear  that  the  local  authority  would 
have  to  obtain  a  Provisional  Order  for  the 
purposes  of  an  enclosure  first  of  all,  and  to 
follow  that  by  a  Private  Bill  for  acquiring 
powers.  But  the  Private  Bill  might  be 
proceeded  with  pari  passu  with  the  Pro- 
visional Order.  I  am  very  reluctant,  from 
the  examination  I  have  been  able  to  make, 
to  throw  any  opposition  in  the  way  of  this 
Bill.  I  have  investigated  the  facts,  and  I 
have  reason  to  believe  that  there  is  great 
necessity  for  the  extension  of  the  borough 
of  Huntingdon.  The  land  in  the  south 
is  not  suitable  because  it  is  water-logged, 
and  in  the  west  there  is  land  which  ought 
not  to  be  used  for  this  purpose.  The 
only  other  land  which  is  suitable  is  this 
common  land,  which  runs  in  the  shape  of 
a  wedge  from  the  north.  On  the  other 
hand,  I  am  bound  to  say  that  my 
hon.  friend  who  supports  this  Bill 
and  the  Corporation  of  Huntingdon 
would  have  done  better  in  their  own 
interests  if  they  had  adopted  the  usual 
procedure,  because,  assuming  that  their 
case  is  so  strong,  the  result  would  have 
been  that  the  Board  of  Agriculture  would 
have  held  a  local  inquiry,  heard  all  the 
parties,  and  ascertained  the  facts  of  the 
case,  and  would  have  presented  their 
report  and  shown  their  approval  of  the 
scheme  by  the  issue  of  a  Provisional 
Order  giving  the  necessary  powers,  a 
course  which  would  have  strengthened  the 
hands  of  the  promoters  of  the  Bill.  The 
promoters  having  thought  fit  to  take  the 
course  they  have,  it  is  entirely  a  matter 
for  Parliament  to  say  whether  this  is  a 
case  which  has  justified  them  in  departing 
from  the  established  rule. 

Sir  JOHN  BRUNNER :  I  should  Uke 
to  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Huntingdon  if  there  is  a 
petitioner  against  the  Bill.  If  so,  there 
will,  of  course,  be  an  inquiry ;  if  not 
there  cannot  by  any  possibility  be  one. 
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Mr.  SMITH-BARRY:  I  understand 
that  there  is  a  petitioner. 

Sir  JOHN  BRUNNER :  But  if  the 
petitioner  for  any  reason  whatever  with- 
draws, the  House  will  be  absolutely  help- 
less. There  will  be  no  machinery  what- 
ever for  amending  the  Bill.  Under  these 
circumstances  I  am  very  sorry  not  to 
have  obtained  some  pledge  from  the 
Government.  I  sincerely  hope  that  if 
not  to-day,  at  any  rate  in  the  future,  they 
will  be  prepared  to  maintain  the  proce- 
dure laid  down  by  the  House  and  the 
Grovernment  in  such  cases. 

Mr.  CHANNING  (Northamptonshire, 
E.)  :  Would  it  not  be  possible  for  the 
promoters  of  the  Bill  to  adopt  this  session 
the  procedure  of  applying  to  the  Board  of 
Agriculture,  and  thus  obtain  a  Provisional 
Order  ? 

*Mr.  long  :  They  could  not  now  get 
a  Provisional  Order  this  session. 


Provisional  Order  the  Corporation  of 
Huntingdon  could  not  get  building 
powers,  and  they  must  procee<l  by  Bill 
for  that  1 

*Mr.  long  :  Under  the  Enclosure 
Acts  the  Corporation  of  Huntingdon 
would  apply  to  the  Board  of  Agriculture 
for  powers  to  enclose  lands.  The  Pro- 
visional Orders  giving  such  power  could 
not  apply  to  building  powers,  which 
would  have  to  be  obtained  by  Private 
Bills. 

Mr.  HALDANE:  As  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  has  made  it  perfectly  clear  that 
he  does  not  approve  of  this  departure  from 
the  usual  course,  and  that  it  has  not  hi» 
sanction,  I  beg  leave  to  withdraw  my 
motion  for  the  adjournment  of  the 
debate. 

Motion,  \ry  leave,  withdrawn. 

Original  Question  put. 


Sir  W.   hart  dyke  (Kent,  Dart-        The     House    divided :— Ayes,      143; 
ford):  Is  it  not  the  fact  that  under  the    Noes,  149.     (Division  List  No.  64.) 


Acland-Hoo(l,Capt  Sir.  AlexF. 
Aird,  John 
Anstnither,  H.  T. 
Archdale,  Edward  Mervyn 
Arnold,  Alfred 
Arnold-Forster,  Hugh  O. 
Atkinson,  Kt.  Hon.  John 
Baird,  John  George  Alexander 
Banbury,  Frederick  George 
Barnes,  Frederic  Grorell 
Bethell,  Commander 
Bhownaggree,  Sir  M.  M. 
Biddulpn,  Michael 
Blundell,  Colonel  Henry 
Bonsor,  Hennr  Cosmo  Onne 
Bowles,T.  Gil»on(King'8Lynn) 
Brassey,  Albert 
Brown,  Alexander  H. 
Bullard,  Sir  Harry 
CarlUe,  William  Walter 
Cavendish,  R.  F.  (N.  Lanes.) 
Cavendish,  V.  C .  W  ( Derbyshire 
Cayzer,  Sir  Charles  William 
ChambBrlain,JAusten  (Worc*r 
Chaplin,  Rt.  Hon.  Henry 
Colomb,  SirJohnCharles  Ready 
Cooke,C.  W.  Radcliffe(Heref  d) 
Corbett,  A.Cameron  (Glasgow 
Cotton- Jodrell,Col.  Ed w.T.  D. 
Courtney,Rt.  Hon.  LeonardH. 
Cox,  Irwin  E.  Bainbridge 
CrippJ",  Charles  Alfred 
Cross,  Herb.  Shepherd( Bolton) 
Cubitt,  Hon.  Henry 
Dalkeith,  Earl  of 
Dalrymple,  Sir  Charles 


•  AYES. 

Denny,  Colonel 
Dorington,  Sir  John  Edward 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Fartlell,  Sir  T.  George 
Farquharson,  Dr.  Robert 
Fergusson.RtHn.Sir  J.  (Manc'r 
Finch,  George  H. 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
Foster,  Harry  S.  (Suffolk) 
Garfit,  WUliam 
Giles,  Charles  Tyrrell 
Goddard,  Daniel  Foi-d 
Godson,  Sir  Augustus  F. 
Goldsworihy,  Major-General 
Gordon,  Hon.  John  Edward 
Goschen,  George  J.  (Sussex) 
Goulding,  Edward  Alfred 
Graham,  Henrv'  Robert 
Gray,  Ernest  (West  Ham) 
Gull,  Sir  Cameron 
Halsey,  Thomas  Frederick 
Hamilton,  Rt.  Hon.  Lord  (Jeo. 
Hanbury,Rt.Hon.  Robert  W^m. 
Hardy,  Laurence 
Hare,  Thomas  Leigh 
Heath,  James 
Heaton,  John  Henniker 
Hermon- Hodge,  R.  Trotter 
Hoare,  Sir  Samuel  (Norwich) 
Hornby,  Sir  William  Henry 
Howar^l,  Joseph 
Howell,  William  Tudor 
Hozier,  Hon.  James  Henry  C. 
Hudson,  George  Bickersteth 
Jackson,  Rt.  Hn.  Wm.  Lawies 
Jeffreys,  Arthur  Frederick 


Johnston,  William  (Belfast) 
Kennaway,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  J.  H. 
Kenyon-Slaney,  Col.  William 
Kiraljer,  Henry 
Lafone,  Alfred 
Laurie,  Lieut. -General 
Lawrence,SirE.Duming-(Coro 
Lawson,  John  Grant  (Yorks.) 
Llewelyn,SirDillwyn-(Sw'n9ea 
Lock  wood,  Lieut. -CoL  A.  R. 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Erskine 
Long,  Col.  Charles  W.  (Evesham 
Lonsdale,  John  Brownlee 
Lowther,  Rt.  Hn.  J.  (Kent) 
Loyd,  Archie  Kirknian 
Lucas-Shadwell,  William 
I/Iacartney,  W.  G.  Ellison 
Macdona,  John  Cumming 
Maclver,  David  (Liverpool) 
Maclean,  James  Mackenzie 
Maclure,  Sir  John  William 
Melville,  Beresford  Valentine 
Monk,  Charles  James 
More,  Robt.  Jasper  (Shropsh. 
Morgan,Hn.  Fred.  (Monm'chsh 
Morrell,  Geoi*ge  Herbert 
Morton,  Arthur  H.A.(Deptrd 
Mount,  William  George 
Murray,  Charles*  J.  (Coventry) 
Myers,  William  Henry 
Nicol,  Donald  Ninian 
O'Neill,  Hon.  Robt.  Torron» 
Palmer,  Sir  C.  M.  (Durham) 
Penn,  John 
Pierpoint,  Robert 
Pluakett,  Rt.  Hn.  H.  Curaoo 
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Pollock,  Harry  Frederick 

Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 

Purvis,  Robert 

Rasch,  Major  Frederic  Came 

Richards,  Henry  Charles 

Robertson,  Edmund  (Dundee) 

Robertson,  Herbert  (Hackney) 

Rollit,  Sir  Albert  Kaye 

Rothschild,  Hon.  L.  Walter 

Round,  James 

Ru88ell,Gen.  F.  S.  (Cheltenham) 

Rutherford,  John 

Ryder,  John  Herbert  Dudley 
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Savory,  Sir  Joseph 
Seely,  Charles  Hilton 
Shaw-Stewart,  M.H.(  Renfrew) 
Sidebottom,T.  H.  (Stalybrdg.) 
Simeon,  Sir  Barrington 
Stanley,  Edw.Jas.  (Somerset) 
Stewart,SirMarkJ.M*Taggart 
Stone,  Sir  Benjamin 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Tomlinson ,  Wm.  Edw.  Murray 
\Valrond,Rt.  Hon.  SirWm.H. 
Warr,  Augustus  Frederick 
Webster,  Sir  Richard  E. 
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Welby,Lt.-Col.A.C.E(Taunt'a 
Wliitmore,  Charles  Algernon 
Williams,  J.  Powell-  (Birm.) 
Willoughby  de  Eresby,  Lord 
Wodehouse,  Rt.  Hn.E.R.(Batb 
Woodhou8e,SirJT  (Huddersf  d 
Wortley,  Rt.  Hon.C.B.Stuart- 
"WyiHll,  Marmaduke  D*Arcy 
Younger,  William 

Tellers  for  the  Ayes — 
Mr.  Smith-Barry  and  Sir 
William  Hart  Dyke. 


Abraham,  Wm.  (Cork,  N.E.) 
AUhusen,  Augustus  H.  Eden 
Allison,  Robert  AmFrew 
Anson,  Sir  W^illiani  Reynell 
Arrol,  Sir  William 
Ashton,  Thomas  Gair 
Austin,  M.  (Limerick,  W.) 
Baker,  Sir  John 
Balcarres,  Lord 
Billson^  Alfred 
Blake,  Edward 
Boulnois,  Edmimd 
Brunner,  Sir  John  Tomlinson 
Bryce,  Rt.  Hon.  James 
Buchanan,  Thomas  Rybum 
Burt,  Thomas 
Buxton,  Sydney  Charles 
Caldwell,  James 
Cameron,  Sir  Chas.  (Glasgow) 
Cameron,  Robert  (Durham) 
Campbell-Bannerman,  Sir  H. 
Carmichael,  Sir  T.  D.  Gibson- 
Causton,  Richard  Knight 
Cawley,  Frederick 
Cecil,  Evelyn  (Hertford,  East) 
Channing.  Francis  Allston 
Ccghill,  Douclas  Harry 
Colling,  Rt.  Hon.  Jesse 
ColvilTe,  John 
.  Crilly,  Daniel 

Crombie,  John  William 
DUke,  Rt.  Hon.  Sii  Clmries 

Dixon- Hartland,  Sir  F.  Dixon 

Donelan,  Captain  A. 

Doogan,  P.  v. 

Douglas,  Charles  M.  (Lanark) 

Doxford,  Sir  Wm,  Theodore 

Dra^e,  Geoffrey 

Duckworth,  James 

Elliot,  Hon.  A.  Ralph  Douglas 

Ellis,  John  Edwara 

Kmmott,  Alfred 

Evans,  Samuel  T.  (Glamorgan) 

Faber,  George  Denison 

Fenwick,  Charles 

Ferguson,  R.  C.  Munro  (Leitli) 

Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatvne 

Fitzmaurice,  Lord  EdmonJ 

Flower,  Ernest 

Fowler,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Henry 

Fox,  Dr.  Josex)h  Francis 


NOES. 

Gold,  Charles 

Gorst,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  John  Eldon 
Greville,  Hon.  Ronald 
Grey,  Sir  Edward  (Berwick) 
Haltlane,  Richard  Burdon 
Hanson,  Sir  Reginald 
Harcourt,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Wm. 
Harwood,  George 
Hayne,  Rt.  Hn.  C.  Seale- 
Hedderwick,  Thomas  C.  H. 
Hemphill,Rt.  Hon.  Charles  H. 
Hoare,  E.  Brodie  (Hampstead) 
Homiman,  Frederick  John 
Hutton,  Alfred  E.  (Morley) 
Jacoby,  James  Alfred 
Jenkins,  Sir  John  Jones 
Jessel,  Capt.  Herbert  Merton 
Johnson-]^  e^^uson,  Jabez  E. 
Joicey,  Sir  i^mes 
Jones,  D.  Brynmor  (Swansea) 
Jones,  W.  (Carnarvonshire) 
Kay-Shuttleworth,RtHn.SirU 
Kilbride,  Denis 
Knowles,  Lees 

Lawson,  Sir  W.  (Cumberland) 
Leng,  Sir  John 
Lloyd -George,  David 
Lo!igh,  Thomas 
Lowe,  Francis  William 
Lowtlier,RtHnJ  W(Cumb'land 
Lyell,  Sir  Leonard 
Afacaleese,  Daniel 
M'Ci-ae,  George 
M'Ewan,  William 
M'lver,  Sir  L.  (Edinburgh,  W. 
M*Laren,  Charles  Benjamin 
Maddison,  Fre<l. 
Mellor,  Rt.  Hon.J.W.(York8.) 
Middlemore,  Jn.  Throgmorton 
Milner,  Sir  Fred.  Geoi^e 
Mil  ward.  Colonel  Victor 
Moon,  Edward  Robert  Pacy 
Moore,  Arthur  (Londonderry) 
Morgan,  J.  L.  (Carmarthen) 
Murray, RtHnAGraham  (Bute 
Norton,  ("apt.  Cecil  William 
Nussey,  Thomas  Willans 
O'Brien,  James  F.  X.  (Cork) 
O'Connor,  Arthur  (Donegal) 
O'Connor,  J.  (Wicklow,  W.) 
O'Malley,  William 


Orr-Ewing,  Charles  Lindsay 
Pease, Herbert  P.  (Darlington) 
Philipps,  John  Wynford 
Pilkington,  R.  (Lanes.  Newton 
PUkington  SirG.A.(LancsSW 
Power,  Patrick  Joseph 
Price,  Robert  John 
Pryce- Jones,  Lt.-Col.  Edward 
Reckitt,  Harold  James 
Redmond,  William  (Clare) 
Reid,  Sir  Robert  Threshie 
Renshaw,  Charles  Bine 
Richardson,  J.  (Durham,  S.E.) 
Roberts,  John  H.  (Denbighs) 
Russell,  T.  W.  (Tyrone) 
Samuel,  Harry  S.  (Limehonse) 
Sandy  s,Lieut.  -Col.  Thos.  Myle» 
Sassoon,  Sir  Edward  All>ert 
Sharpe,  William  Edward  T. 
Shaw,  Thomas  (Hawick  B.) 
Sinclair,  Capt.  John  (Forfarsh. 
Smith,  Jas.  Parker  (Lanarks.) 
Soames,  Arthur  Wellesley 
Souttar,  Robinson 
Stanhope,  Hon.  Philip  J. 
Stanley,SirHenry  M.  (Lambetb 
Strachey,  Edward 
Stuart,  James  (Shoreditch) 
Sullivan,  Donal  (Westmeath) 
Talbot,  Rt.  Hon. J.G.(Ox.Un.> 
Tennant,  Harold  John 
Thomas,  Alfre(l((vlamo«rgan,£. 
Thorbum,  Sir  Walter 
Tollemache,  Henry  Jamea 
Tritton,  Charles  limest 
Ure,  Alexander 
Wallace,  Robert 
Warner,  Thomas  Courtenay  T. 
Wason,  Eugene 
Weir,  James  Galloway 
Whittaker,  Thomas  Palmer 
Williams,  Colonel  R.  (Dorset) 
Williams,  Job nCarvell (Notts. 
Wilson,  John  (Govan) 
Wilson,  J .  W.  ( Worcester8h.N. ) 
Woods,  Samuel 
Yoxall,  James  Henry 

Tellers  for  the  Noes — 
Mr  Kearley  and  Mr. 
Hobhouse. 


Words  added.  Resolved,  That  this  House  is  not  pre- 

pared to    consider    a    proposal   for  the 
Main  Question,  as  amended,  put,  and    enclosure  of  common  lands  except  when 
agreed  to.  recc  ramend  h\  by  the  Board  of  Agriculture^ 
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in  accordance  with  the  procedure  and  on 
the  principles  laid  down  by  the  Enclosure 
Acts. 

EAST  LONDON  WATER  BILL 
(BY  ORDER). 

Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
'**'  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second  time.*' 

Mr.  STUART  (Shorcditch,  Hoxton) :  I 
<lo  not  rise  to  make  any  motion  on  this 
Bill,  but  I  should  like  to  put  two  ques- 
tions to  the  President  of  the  Local 
Oovernment  Board  on  points  affecting 
this  and  the  Lambeth  Water  Bill.  The 
Royal  Commission  which  has  recently  sat 
reported  in  favour  of  the  purchase  of 
water  undertakings  by  some  public 
-authority.  There  is  a  clear  and  unani- 
mous decision  on  that  point.  It  has  also 
reported  in  connection  with  the  East 
London  District  that  a  public  authority 
could  deal  with  the  future  supply  for  that 
district  better  and  more  cheaply  than  the 
East  London  Water  Company  itself.  I 
3.m  quite  prepared  to  leave  these  questions 
for  the  decision  of  the  Committee,  for  I 
think  it  reasonable  they  should  have  these 
matters  placed  before  them.  But  I  observe 
that  in  the  Act  passed  by  the  Govern- 
ment inter-connecting  the  water  supply  of 
the  companies,  a  clause  has  been  intro- 
<luced  which  bars  the  companies  from 
bringing  forward  that  Act  as  a  "  valuable 
asset  "  in  case  of  purchase.  I  should  like 
to  hear  the  opinion  of  the  President  of 
the  Local  Government  Board  with  refer- 
ence to  this  clause  in  connection  with  the 
present  Bill.  The  other  question  more 
particularly  affects  the  Lambeth  Bill.  In 
proposing  purchase  the  Royal  Commission 
has  taken  into  account  the  existence  of 
the  sinking  fund  as  part  of  their  financial 
estimate.  The  importance  of  this  ques- 
tion may  be  gauced  bv  the  fact  that 
ultimately  this  sinking  fund  will  amount 
to  £150,000  a  year.  It  is  therefore  neces- 
sary to  safeguard  the  existence  of  this 
fund,  but  nothing  is  done  in  that  direction 
in  t'lis  Bill.  I  think,  however,  we  may 
safely  leave  that  to  the  Committee.  I 
should  like  to  know  whether  the  Govern- 
ment intended  to  support  intact  the 
principle  of  the  sinking  fund  in  this  Bill 
as  WGll  as  in  the  case  of  the  Lambeth 
Water  Bill. 

The  president  of  the  LOCAL 
OOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Mr. Chaplin, 
Lincolnshire,  Sleafonl) :  The  hon.  Mem- 


ber has  addressed  to  me  one  or  two  ques- 
tions in  connection  with  the  Bill  before 
the  House,  but  ray  reply  to  them  cannot 
be  altogether  confined  to  that  measure, 
and  if,  therefore,  I  appear  somewhat  out 
of  order  in  any  of  the  observations  I  may 
make,.  I  hope  the  House  will  grant  me  its 
indulgence.  The  Bill  we  are  now  dis- 
cussing is  one  for  increasing  the  storage 
of  water  to  meet  the  wants  of  the  water 
consumers  of  London,  and  upon  that 
ground  alone,  if  upon  no  other,  I  should 
feel  it  mv  dut}*,  as  representing  the  Local 
Government  Board,  to  support  the  Second 
Reading  of  the  Bill.  With  regard  to  the 
first  of  the  other  matters  raised  by  the 
hon.  Member — the  inter-connection  be- 
tween the  water  companies  of  London — 
I  may  say  that  the  Government  Act 
applies  both  to  this  Bill  and  to  the  Bill 
promoted  by  Lambeth,  which  we  are  to 
consider  later  on.  Then  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber referred  to  the  question  of  the  sink- 
ing fund.  That  does  not  apply  to  the 
Blast  London  Bill,  because  there  is  a 
clause  in  that  Bill  at  the  present  moinent 
providing  for  a  sinking  fund.  But  it  does 
apply  to  the  Bill  of  the  Lambeth  Com- 
pany. That  is  my  answer  to  the  two 
questions  of  the  hon.  Member.  I  can 
only  add  that  personally  I  think  there  is 
a  great  deal  to  be  said  for  both  of  the  pro- 
positions dealt  with  in  the  hon.  Member's 
questions,  and  I  am  also  of  opinion  that 
they  are  matters  which  ought  to  be 
referred  to  and  dealt  with  by  a  Select 
Committee.  I  do  not  think  I  need  say 
anything  more.  Indeed,  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber must  be  aware  that  if  the  Committee 
does  not  deal  with  these  matters  in  the 
way  he  desires  there  will  be  another 
opportunity  upon  which  he  can  take  the 
opinion  of  the  House  in  regard  to  themu 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  committed. 

LAMBETH  WATER  BILL   (BY  ORDER). 
Read  a  second  time,  and  committed. 

METROPOLITAN      COMMON     SCHEME 
tPETERSHAM)  PROVISIONAL  ORDER. 

Bill  to  confirm  a  Scheme  relating  to 
Petersham  Common,  in  the  parish  of 
Petersham  and  borough  of  Richmond,  in 
the  county  of  Surrey,  ordered  to  be 
brought  in  by  Mr.  Long  and  Mr. 
Hanbury. 
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METROPOLITAN  COMMON  SCHEME 
(PETERSHAM)  PROVISIONAL  ORDER 
BILL. 

"To  confirm  a  Scheme  relating  to 
Petersham  Common,  in  the  parish  of 
Petersham  and  borough  of  Richmond,  in 
the  county  of  Surrey,"  presented  accor- 
dingly, and  read  the  first  time  ;  to  be  re- 
ferrea  to  the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for 
Private  Bills,  and  to  be  printed.  [Bill 
122.] 

PLYMOUTH.    STONEHOUSE.    AND 
DEVONPORT  TRAMWAYS  BILL. 

"To  confer  further  powers  upon  the 
Plymouth,  Stonehouse,  and  Devonport 
Tramways  Company  ;  to  amend  the  Acts 
relating  to  that  company  ;  and  for  other 
purposes,"  read  the  first  time ;  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for 
Private  Bills. 

BRIGHTON    CORPORATION    BILL. 

Ordered,  That  the  Minutes  of  Evidence 
taken  before  the  Committee  on  the 
Brighton  Corporation  (Water)  Bill,  in  the 
Session  of  1896,  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Brighton  Corporation  Bill. 
— (Dr,  FarquAarson,) 

STANDING    ORDERS. 

Resolutions  reported  from  the  Com- 
mittee : — 

1.  That,  in  the  case  of  the  Bamsley 
Corporation  Bill  [Lords],  the  Standing 
Orders  ought  to  be  dispensed  with: — 
That  the  parties  be  permitted  to  proceed 
with  their  Bill,  provided  that  Clauses 
17-47,  relating  to  Tramways,  be  struck 
out  of  the  Bill : — That  the  Committee  on 
the  Bill  do  report  how  far  such  Order  has 
been  complied  with." 

2.  "  That,  in  the  case  of  the  Bray  and 
Enniskerry  Railway  Bill,  Petition  of  the 
*  Wicklow  Coimty  Council  *  for  dispensing 
with  Standing  Order  1 29  in  the  case  of 
their  Petition  against  the  Bill,  the  said 
Standing  Order  ought  to  be  dispensed 
with." 

3.  "  That,  in  the  case  of  the  London 
and  South- Western  Railway  Bill,  Petition 
for  additional  Provision,  the  Standing 
Orders  ought  to  be  dispensed  with  : — 
That  the  parties  be  permitted  to  intro- 
duce their  additional  Provision,  if  the 
Committee  on  the  Bill  think  fit." 

4.  "  That,  in  the  case  of  the  St.  David's 
Railway  (Abandonment)  Petition,  the 
Standing  Orders  ought  to  be  dispensed 


with  : — That  the  parties  be  permitted  to 
proceed  with  their  Bill." 

Resolutions  agreed  to. 

STANDING  ORDERS. 

Mr.  Halsey  reported  from  the  Select 
Committee  on  Standing  Orders,  That 
they  had  agreed  to  the  following 
Resolution : — 

"That,  in  the  case  of  the  Special 
Report  of  the  Examiner  on  the  Great 
Grimsby  Street  Tramways  Bill  [Lords],, 
referred  to  them  by  Order  of  the  House 
of  the  26th  February,  1900,  they  are  of 
opinion  that  the  Standing  Orders  have 
been  complied  with." 

Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

MESSAGE  FROM  THE  LORDS. 

That  they  have  passed  a  Bill,  intituled,, 
"  An  Act  to  explain,  vary,  or  alter  the 
Deed  of  Settlement  of  the  Universal  Life 
Assurance  Society  ;  and  for  other  pur- 
poses." Universal  Life  Assurance  Society 
Bill  [Lords]. 

And,  also  a  Bill,  intituled,  "An  Act 
to  confer  further  powers  on  the  Scottish 
Widows'  Fund  and  Life  Assurance  Society 
and  the  directors  thereof ;  to  amend  the 
Acts  relating  to  the  Society ;  and  for 
other  purposes."  Scottish  Widows'  Fund 
and  Life  Assurance  Society  Bill  [Lords]. 

UNIVERSAL  LIFE  ASSURANCE 
SOCIETY  BILL  [Lords]. 

SCOTTISH  WIDOWS'  FUND  AND   LIFE 
ASSURANCE  SOCIETY  BILL  [Lords]. 

Read  the  first  time ;  and  referred  to 
the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private 
Bills. 


PETITIONS. 


ECCLESIASTICAL     ASSESSMENTS 
(SCOTLAND)  BILL. 

Petitions     against,     from     Aberdeen; 
and  Kirkcaldy ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

GOVERNMENT     PROPERTY     (EXEMP^ 
TION  FROM  RATES). 

Petition  from  Poplar,  for  alteration  of 
Law ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

LIQUOR  TRAFFIC  LOCAL  VETO  (SCOT- 
LAND) BILL. 

Petition  from  Dundee,  in  favour;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 
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LOCAL    AUTHORITIES    OFFICERS'     i  bridee  •    Eoeerstone  •    Croaskevs  •    Pen- 
SUPERANNUATION  BILL.  r  J^^  '.^TiS^ylin  ^"1 ' u^n  the 

Jretitions,    m     favour  ;     from     Great  '  Table. 
Crosbj;  Llandaff;  and  Dinas  Powis;  to  | 
lie  upon  the  Table.  |    TOWN  COUNCILS  (SCOTLAND)  BILL. 

I      Petitions  in  favour,  from   Nairn :  and 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  (SCOTLAND)     i  Newport :  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 
ACT   (1894)   AMENDMENT  BILL.  I  ^ .  ^ 

Petition  from  Dundee,  in  favour ;  to  lie  1  ^VATER    SUPPLY   (METROPOLIS)   (RE- 
wpon  the  Table.  COMMENDATIONS  OF  ROYAL    COM- 

MISSION). 

MINES  (EIGHT  HOURS)  BILL.  Petition  from  West  Ham,  for   legisla- 

Petitions    in  favour,  from    Garforth  ; '  ^i^"  >  ^^  ^^^  "P^n  the  Table. 

Shireoaks  ;     Halton ;     Micklefield ;     and  j  

Bowers ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


SALE     OF     INTOXICATING     LIQUORS 
ON     SUNDAY    BILL. 

Petition  in  favour,  from  Hertford  ;  and 
Leeds  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


•SALE     OF    INTOXICATING     LIQUORS 
TO    CHILDREN    BILL. 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 


GOVERNMENT  CONTRACTS. 

Return  [presented  12th  March]  to  be 
printed.    [No.  94.] 


LONDON  GOVERNMENT  ACT,  1899 
(METROPOLITAN  BOROUGHS). 

Copy  presented,  of  Drafts  of  Orders  in 
Council  for  the  establishment  of  each 
of  the  undermentioned  Metropolitan 
Boroughs,  and  incorporating  the  Council 
thereof,  and  for  other  purposes  connec- 

^^^r.  ^lu}^S^^^^l^^^o^   y^y^R^  I  ted  therewith  i-Battersea,  Bermondsey, 
TO    CHILDREN    (No.   2)    BILL.  Bethnal  Green,  Deptford,  Fulham,  Green- 

Petition  from  Streatham  Hill,  m  favour ;  I  ^^rich.   Hackney,    Hammersmith,    Hamp- 


Petitions  in  favour,  from  Great  Dalby  ; 
PoUokshaws  (two)  ;  Sunday  School 
Union ;  Birmingham  ;  Glasgow  ;  and 
Dundee  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


*to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

SUNDAY  CLOSING  (MONMOUTHSHIRE) 
BILL  AND  SALE  OF  INTOXICATING 
LIQUORS  ON  SUNDAY  BILL. 

Petitions  in  favour,  from  Newton 
Abbot ;  Ashburton  ;  and  Teignmouth ;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 


^SUNDAY  CLOSING  (MONMOUTHSHIRE) 

BILL. 


stead,  Islington,  Lambeth,  Lewisham, 
Poplar,  St.  Marylebone,  Shoreditch, 
South wark.  Stoke  Newington,  Wands- 
worth, and  Woolwich  [by  Act]  ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 
I 

FINANCE  ACT,  1894. 

I  Copy  presented,  of  Treasury  Minute, 
I  date  24th  October,  1899,  appointing  a 
Committee  to  examine  into  the  operation 
of  Section  4  of  the  Finance  Act,  1894, 
and  other  matters,  and  of  the  Report  of 
the  Committee  dated  Februaiy,  1900  [by 
Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


AFRICA    (No.    2,     1900). 

Copv    presented,    of    Correspondence 
with  the  Presidents  of  the  South  African 


Petitions  in    favour,    from  Uxbridge 
Norwich  ;  Ryde ;  Heanor  ;   Bath  ;   Rush 
den  ;  John  Duncan ;  Walkley  ;  Kettering 
London    (three);     Marlpool;     Langley 
Malton ;      Hertfordshire  ;      Darlington 
Fulham  (two) ;  Deptford  ;  Strand  ;  Strat 
fordj      West      London;      Kennington 
'Clacton-ou-Sea ;     Colchester  ;     Sheffield  ^ 
Langley  Mill ;  Kilburn  ;  Ossett ;  Morley  ;  |  Republic  and  of  the  Orange  Free  State 
Abergavenny  ;    Cwmbran    (two) ;    Glou-    respecting  the  war  [by  Command] ;  to  lie 
•cester ;    Llanhilleth    (two^  ;      Woodford  '  upon  the  Table. 
•Green  ;    Oldham  ;    Lightcliffe  ;     Darwen 

.^w®)  ;  Hyde ;  Kisca ;  Edinburgh ;  Upper  TAXES    AND    IMPOSTS. 

Cwmbran;  Llanvrechva  Upper ;  Silver- |  Return  ordered,  "Showing  (1)  the 
town ;  Canning  Town ;  Plaistow ;  Bed-  Rates  of  Duties,  Taxes,  or  Imposts  col- 
wellty ;  Darlington ;  Abercarn  (two) ; '  lected  by  Imperial  Officers ;  (2)  the 
Limchouije  ;     South    Monmouth ;    New-    Quantities  or  Amounts  taxed ;   (3)  the 


725 


Questions, 


{13  March  1900} 


Questions, 


726 


Gross  Receipts  derived  from  each  Duty  ; 
and  (4)  the  net  Receipts  and  Appropria- 
tion thereof  in  the  year  ending  the  31st 
day  of  March,  1900;  and  (1)  the  aggre- 
^te  Gross  Receipts  derived  from  all  such 
Duties,  Taxes,  oi*  Imposts  under  the 
principal  heads  of  revenue  ;  (2)  the  aggre- 
gate net  Receipts ;  (3)  the  Charges  of 
Collection  ;  and  (4)  the  Produce,  after 
deducting  these  Charges,  in  each  of  the 
ten  years  ending  the  31st  day  of  March, 
1900." 

"And,  Notes  to  show  any  changes  in 
the  Taxes,  Duties,  and  Imposts  consequent 
upon  the  acceptance  of  the  Budget  Pro- 
posals of  1900  (in  continuation  of  Parlia- 
mentary Paper,  No.  321,  of  Session 
1899)"— {Mr,  Goddanl) 


and  Courts  of  Justice  and  Legal  Pro- 
cedure. 

Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


QUESTIONS, 


SELECTION  (STANDING  COMMITTEES). 

Mr.  Halsey  reported  from  the  Com- 
mittee of  Selection,  That  they  had  dis- 
charged the  following  Member  from  the 
Standing  Committee  on  Law  and  Courts 
of  Justice,  and  Legal  Procedure:  —  Sir 
Charles  Dilke ;  and  had  appointed  in 
substitution :  Mr.  Lloyd-George. 

Mr.  Halsey  further  reported  from  the 
Committee,  That  they  had  added  to  the 
Standing  Committee  on  Law  and  Courts 
of  Justice,  and  Legal  Procedure,  the 
following  Fifteen  Members  in  respect  of 
the  Miawives  Bill : — Dr.  Ambrose,  Mr. 
Bonsor,  Mr.  Flower,  Mr.  Vicary  Gibbs, 
Mr.  Hazell,  Mr.  Howard,  Mr.  Humphreys- 
Owen,  Mr.  Heywood  Johnstone,  Sir 
Powlett  Milbank,  Mr.  T.  P.  O'Connor, 
Sir  George  Pilkington,  Mr.  Schwann,  Mr. 
Tennant,  Mr.  Thornton,  and  Mr.  Tritton. 

Mr.  Halsey  further  reported  from  the 
Committee  of  Selection,  That  they  had  dis- 
<charged  the  following  Member  from  the 
Standing  Committee  on  Trade  (including 
Agriculture  and  Fishing),  Shipping,  and 
Manufactures  : — Mr.  Lloyd-George  ;  and 
had  appointed  in  substitution  :  Sir  Charles 
Dilke. 

Reports  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

KFANDING    COMMITTEES    (CHAIR- 
MEN'S   PANEL). 

Mr.  Arthur  O^Connor  reported  from 
the  Chairmen's  Panel,  That  they  had  ap 
pointed  Mr.  Laurence  Hardy  to  act  as  ! 
('hairman  of  the  Standing  Committee  for 
the  consideration  of  Bills  relating  to  Law 


SOUTH  AFRICAN  WAR-OVERTURES 
BY  THE  REPUBLICvS  FOR  PEACE. 

♦Mr.  CHANNING  (Northamptonshire, 
E.) :  In  putting  to  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury  the  question  on  the  paper, 
namely,  on  what  day  the  House  may 
expect  to  receive  the  Papers  promised  in 
relation  to  the  proposals  of  Presidents 
Kruger  and  Steyn  asking  for  conditions 
of  peace ;  and  whether  the  Papers  will 
be  restricted  to  those  communications  and 
the  replies  of  Her  Majesty's  Government, 
or  will  include  other  correspondence  and 
documents  of  later  date  than  the  last  South 
African  Blue-book,  I  should  like  to  ask 
whether  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  is  able 
to  make  to  the  House  the  communication 
which  I  understand  has  been  made  in 
another  place. 

The  first  LORD  of  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Manchester, 
E.) :  I  understand  that  the  correspon- 
dence, which  will  be  immediately  laid, 
has  been  read  publicly  to  the  House  of 
Lords  this  afternoon  by  the  Prime 
Minister.  If  the  House  desires  it  I  will 
read  it  here. 

[Mr.  Balfour  then  read  the  tele- 
grams which  appear  on  page  700  of  this 
volume.] 

STORMBERG  AND  MAGERSFONTEIN 
ENGAGEMENTS  —  OFFICIAL  DE- 
SPATCHES. 

Mr.  MUNRO  FERGUSON  (T.eith 
Burghs) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  War  whether  he  can 
lay  the  despatches  on  the  action  at 
Magersfontein  upon- the  Table. 

Major  RASCH  (Essex,  S.E.) :  I  beg 
at  the  same  time  to  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  War  when  he  will  communicate 
to  the  public  the  despatches  of  Sir  W. 
Gatacre  dealing  with  the  reverse  of 
Stormberg,  and  those  of  Lord  Methuen 
dealing  with  Magersfontein,  fought  10th 
and  I  Ith  December,  three  months  since. 

♦The  FINANCIAL  SECRETARY  to 
THE  WAR  OFFICE  (Mr.  J.  Powell- 
Wiluams,  Birmingham,  S.)  (for  Mr. 
Wyndham)  :  In  reply  to  these  two  (jues- 
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tions,  the  despatches  referred  to  are  now 
being  printed,  and  will  shortly  be  gazetted. 

ALLEGED  OFFER  OF  SURRENDER  BY 

3,(K)0  BOERS. 

Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE  (Carnarvon): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  whether  he  has  any  information 
to  the  eflFect  that  a  commando  of  3,000 
Boers  offered  to  surrender  on  terms  to 
Lord  Roberts,  but  that  their  offer  was  re- 
jected because  the  conditions  were  im- 
e>ssible ;  and  whether  he  can  inform  the 
ouse  what  those  conditions  were. 

♦Mr.  J.  POWELL-WILLIAMS  (for 
Mr.  Wyndham)  :  Nothing  is  known  at 
the  War  Office  of  this  matter. 

WIRE-CUTTERS. 

Mr.  NUSSEY  (Pontefract) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  if  he  is  in  a  position  to  make  any 
further  statement  as  to  how  many 
additional  wire-cutters  have  been  sent  to 
the  army  in  South  Africa  since  1st 
February. 

*Mr.  J.  POWELL -WILLIAMS  (for 
Mr.  Wyndham)  :  One  thousand  six  hun- 
dred and  eighty  wire-cutters  have  been 
sent  out  since  1st  February,  in  addition 
to  those  which  have  gone  out  with  units. 

LONDON  SCOTTISH  VOLUNTEER 
CORPS'  ACCOUNTS. 

Mr.  WEIR  (Ross  and  Cromarty):    I 

beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 

for  War   whether  it  is  the  practice  of 

Volunteer  corps  to  make  out  a  statement 

of    accounts   annually  and    to    issue    a 

balance  sheet  to    members;   and,   if  so, 

will  he  explain  why  the  London  Scottish 

Volunteer  corps    has  failed  to  issue   a 

balance  sheet  for  many  years. 

*Mr.  J.  POWELL-WILLIAMS  (for 
Mr.  Wyndham)  :  A  Volunteer  corps  is 
required  to  render  to  the  War  Office  an 
annual  account  of  its  public  funds  and 
to  exhibit  a  copy  in  the  orderly  room 
The  communication  to  the  members  of 
any  statement  of  accounts  of  the  private 
funds  of  the  corps  is  not  a  matter  within 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  War  Office. 

LEEENFIELD  RIFLES. 

Mr.  WEIR :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  if  he  will  state 
the  result  of  the  inquiries  which  have 
been  instituted  into  the  inaccurate  sighting 


of  the  Lee-Enfield  rifles  which  were  issued 
to  the  troops  in  the  early  part  of  the 
year ;  and  will  he  say  what  steps  have 
been  taken  to  ensure  satisfactory  tests  and 
prevent  faulty  rifles  being  again  issued, 
and  what  officers  are  'now  responsible  for 
the  testing. 

♦Mr.  J.  POWELL  WILLIAMS  (for  Mr. 
Wyndham)  :  The  question  has  been  re- 
ferred to  an  expert  committee.  The 
officers  of  the  inspection  branch  of  the 
Army  Ordnance  Department  carry  out 
the  testing. 

VOLUNTEER  MOUNTED  INFANTRY- 
CAPITATION    GRANT. 

Mr.  McCRAE  (Edinburgh,  E.) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
W^ar  when  the  War  Office  will  be  able  to 
announce  the  amount  of  the  capitation 
grant  to  be  given  to  Volunteer  mounted 
infantry  companies ;  whether  permission 
will  be  given  for  companies  of,  say,  fifty 
strong  going  into  camp  and  receiving  fi*ee 
transport  and  daily  ration  allowances; 
and  whether  such  permission  would  pre- 
clude the  mounted  infantry  attending 
their  brigade  or  regimental  camps  in  the 
same  year. 

*Mr.  J.  POWELL-WILLIAMS:  This 
matter  was  dealt  with  in  the  statement  of 
my  hon.  friend  the  Under  Secretary  of 
State  last  night.  I  am  not  yet  able  to 
announce  the  amount  of  the  capitaticm 
grant  which  will  be  given  in  the  few  case« 
in  which  Volunteer  corps  will  be  allowed 
to  form  mounted  companies. 

Mr.  McCRAE :  Will  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man answer  the  last  part  of  the  question  I 

*Mr.  J.  POWELL-WILLIAMS  :  TTiat 
is  one  of  the  conditions  not  at  present 
settled.  I  cannot  answer  the  question 
more  fully. 

REPORT  OF  THE  INSPECTOR  GENERAL 
FOR  RECRUITING. 

Captain  SINCLAIR  (Forfarshire) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  . 
for  War  when  the  report  of  the  Inspector 
General  for  Recruiting  will  be  issued. 

*Mr.  J.  POWTXL-WILLIAMS :  The 
report  will  be  issued  very  shortly. 

VACCINATION    IN    THE   ARMY— CASE. 
OF  JOSEPH  DONOVAN.  KING'S  OWN 
YORKSHIRE  LIGHT  INFANTRY. 

Mr.  BAYLEY  (Derbyshire,  Chester- 
field) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary 
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has  bacn  called  to  the  death  of  Joseph  I  Mr.  BAYLEV  :  I  beg  to  aak  Mr. 
Donqvan,  a  private  in  the  King's  Own  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  whether  he 
Yorlwhire  Light  Infantry,  who,  according  ,  can  state  how  many  political  pensions  of 
to  the  findings  of  a  coroner's  inquest  at  !  £2,000  a  year,  £1,200  a  year,  and  £800 
Derby  on  3rd  March,  died  on  1 1th  a  year,  respectively,  have  been  grantod  for 
Febniary  from  pneumonia,  secondary  life  under  the  32  and  33  Vic,  c,  60,  and 
to  pemphigus  following  vaccination;  the  4  and  5  Will.  IV.,  c.  24,  to  persons  atill 
whether,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  another  living;  whether  he  will  give  the  names  of 
soldier  at  Pontefract  suffered  during  the  the  present  pensioners,  and  the  date  of  the 
same  month  from  this  rare  disease  super-  |  grant   of   their   pensions ;   and   whethe) 


vening  on  vaccination,  he  will  cause 
strict  investigation  to  l)e  made  into  the 
riource  of  the  lymph  used,  in  accordance 
with  the  recommendation  of  the  jury ; 
and  whether  he  will  advise  that  compen- 
sation be  paid  to  the  deceased's  widowed 
mother  on  account  of  the  loss  of  her  son. 

•Mb.  J.  POWELL-WILLIAMS  (for  Mr. 
Wyndhas)  :  Yes,  Sir.  There  were  three 
cases  in  all,  two  of  which  proved  fatal.  A 
careful  inquiry  is  being  mide  into  these 
cases.  The  lymph  used  was  from  three 
different  calves,  and  from  these  same 
calves  lymph  was  used  in  the  vaccination 
of  over  16,000  cate^  without  any  other 
unfavourable  reports.  No  award  from 
Array  funds  can  be  granted  as  compensa- 
tion ;  but  if  the  man's  mother  was  depen- 
dent on  him  for  support,  the  Patriotic 
Fund  will  be  able  to  help  her. 


♦Sir  CHARLES  DILKE  (Gloucester- 
shire,  Forest  of  Dean) :  I  beg  to  ask  Mr. 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  what  is  now 
the  estimate  of  expenditure  in  the  present 
financial  year,  and  what  the  estimate  for 
the  next  financial  year,  of  the  expendi- 
ture on  capital  accoimt  by  the  Admiralty 
and  the  War  Office  under  the  Naval 
Works  Acts,  the  Military  Works  Acta,  or 
otherwise,  in  addition  to  any  sums  repaid 
by  annuities  charged  on  Estimates. 

*The  CHANCELLOR  of  the  EX- 
CHEQUER (Sir  M.  Hicics  Beach, 
Bristol,  W.)  :  The  estimate  of  expendi- 
ture, exclusive  of  annuities  charged  on 
Estimates,  is  as  follows : — 


Naval  Works  Acta  . 
BarrmekB  Act,  1890  . 
Military  Works  Acta 
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having  regard  to  the  terras  of  the  statute 
under  which  these  pensions  are  granted, 
it  is  the  practice  of  the  Treasury  to  re- 
quire a  pensioner  to  renounce  his  pension 
when  his  income  from  private  or  official 
sources  ceases  to  be  inadequate  to  main- 
tain his  station  in  life. 

*SiR   M.   HICKS  BEACH:    The    hon. 

Member  will  find  all  the  particulars  he 
desires  in  the  Return  presented  to  the 
House  on  June  13,  189S,  No.  235  of  1898, 
and  in  the  last  Finance  Accounts,  Paper 
No.  2.58  of  last  session.  It  has  been  the 
practice  for  the  last  fifteen  years  to  require 
the  recipient  of  a  political  pension  to  give 
an  undertaking  that  if  subsequent  to  the 
grant  of  the  pension  he  receives  an  acces- 
sion of  fortune  he  should  resign  his 
pension. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  (Lynn  Regis) : 
May  I  ask  why  the  name  of  Lord  Cros 
appears  as   the    recipient   of  a   pension, 

seeing  that  he  continues  to  hold  ottice  I 

•Sir  M.  HICKS  BEACH :  For  the 
obvious  reason  that  it  is  an  office  without 

pay- 

SOLDIERS'  ESTA 
D 
General  RUS 
beg  to  ask  Mr. 
chequer  whether  i 
Board  of  Inlanc 
from  the  exemp 
conferred  iinder 
Finance  Act,  18S 
missioned  officers 
porat,  dying  in 
during  the  present 
exclusion  in  acco 
decision ;  and  wl 
making  a  distincli 
non-commissioned 

•Sir  M.  HICK! 
(I J  of  the  Final 
applicable   to  esU 
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law  and  practice"  with  respect  to  "the  date  as  from  1st  July,  and  not  deferred 
exemption  of  the  property  of  common  '  till  Ist  November,  and,  if  payment  »  de- 
seamen,  marines,  or  soldiers  who  are '  ferred  beyond  the  present  finapcial 
slain  or  die  in  the  service  of  Her  Majesty."  year,  will  the  men  be  deprived  of  their 
The  practice  in  the  past,  dating  from  the  I  back  pay. 

beginning  of  the  century,   has  been   to  ,  rmGr-uirxr     tu  ii  • 

exclude  from  such  exemption  the  property  ^^^'  CrUbOHLN  :  Ihe  men  wiU  in  no- 
of  noncommissioned  officers  in  the  Army  ^^^  ^®  deprived  of  the  back  pay  to  which 
above  the  rank  of  corporal,  and  the  Act '  ^^^V  ^^y  >  ^^^"^  to  be  entitled  under 
of  1894  confers  no  power  to  alter  the  \  ^^®  ^^^^  ^"  question, 
practice. 


ADMIRALTY  CONTRACTS— SHIP- 
BUILDING. 

Mr.  H.  S.  foster  (Suffolk,  Lowes- 
toft) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty  whether  firms  tendering  for 
the  construction  of  battleships  and 
cmisers  have  had  their  tenders  accepted 


INDIAN  SIEGE  BATTERIESw 

Mr.  ARNOLD-FORSTER  (Belfast,. 
W.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  India  whether  it  is  proposed  to  horse 
the  5*4  howitzer  sieee  batteries  now  in 
India ;  and  whether  these  siege  guns  are 
taken  on  manoeuvres  and  to  camps  of 
exercises,  and  in  what  way   they   differ 


by  the  Admiralty  on  condition  that  they    essentially    from    the    5-inch     howitzer^ 
extended   the   required   period  for  con-    which  is  not  a  siege  gun. 
struction.  |      ^^^   SECRETARY  of  STATE   for 

The  first  LORD  of  the  ADMI-   INDIA  (Lord  G.  Hamilton,  Middlesex, 
RALTY    (Mr.    Goschen,   St.   George's,    Ealing) :  It    is    proposed    to    substitute 
Hanover   Square)  :    I   need  scarcely  say    horses  for  elephants  and  bullocks  in  the 
that  the  whole  policy  of  the  Board   of  |  equipmont  of   5-4-inch  howitzer  batteries 
Admiralty   is    in    exactly    the    opposite    in  India.     These  howitzers  are  taken  to 
direction  to  the  suggestion  of  the  hon.  '  manoeuvres  and  camps  of  exercise.    They 
Gentleman's     question.      We     have,    of  |  differ  from  the  5-inch  howitzer  in  throw- 
course,    been   anxious    for    the   quickest    ing  a  601b.  instead  of  a  501b.  shell,  while 
possible   construction   of    ships.     I   have    their  total  weight  behind  team  is  about 
puzzled  over  the  possible  genesis  of  the    6  cwt.  greater, 
delusion  that  we  accepted  tenders  on  con- '      , .       .  r>xTr\T  r^  n^x^c^^ryr^x^    t    i 
dition   that  firms    extended    the  period       l^^^^^^P'^f"™'' }    ^Jf" 
required  for  construction,  and  the  only  1  ^^  ^^^   f^^'^^'W  ^^  ^^^^r^""    ^"'^'' 
thing  that  I  have  been  able  to  hunt  up  '  ^^^-^^^  ^^^   I."*^"    ^\f    Department- 
which  could  be  twisted  into  supporting  it    <^ontmue  to  insist  upon  the  maniifacture 
has  been  the  circumstance  that  one  firml?^,?,^*f  howitzer,  carrying  a  GOIK  prcK 
offered  on  one  occasion  earlier  delivery  of  I  ^^^\'^  ^^^^^  oi  the  fiu^t  that  there  i* 
a  cruiser  than  the  contract  date  in  the    ^J?  .^^^^,^    «"".^^  ,^^'^    "^'^^^    \"    Her 
form  of  tender,  if  we  could  guarantee  the  I  ^tl^^^^y  «   ««^^^^,^  \y  ,^  ,f  |?"^  '^^^^ 
earlier  delivery  of  armour  than  stated  in    J^*^  the  guns  adopted  by  the  AVar  Office 

the  invitation  to  tender.  This  guarantee  ^^' '^™u''"  ""•  ?1  ^^  T  ""  f  •  "^u  ^" 
we  were  unable  to  give.  At  the  ^me  time  '  ^1  ^  f^^^'  P'-pJ^f.  ^1«»  ^^^  a  6-inch  gun 
we  informed  the  firm  that  any  earlier  I  ^l^^V^^lr^'T'f  ^  and  will  he  explain 
delivery  of  the  vessel  they  might  find  it '  ^^^^  public  advantage  attaches  to  the 
possible  to  realise  would  be  fully  ap-  retention  of  this  weapon, 
preciated  by  the  Board.  Lord  G.   HAMILTON :  I  cannot  say 

I  whether  the  manufacture  of  the  5*-4  inch 
PORTSMOUTH  DOCKYARD  |  howitzer  will  be  continued.       It  is  not 

LABOURERS— BACK  PAY.  intended  that  more  than  two  heavy  hat- 

Si  R  JOHN  BAKER  (Portsmouth) :  I  \  terie«  in  India  shall  be  armed  \iith  this 
beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admi- :  weapon,  and  there  are  already  in  India  a 
ralty  when  the  whole  of  the  men  entitled  |  sufficient  number  of  these  howitzers  for 
to  back  payment  in  Portsmouth  Dockyard   that  purpose.     I  fully  recognise  the  im- 


will  be  paid,  consequent  upon  an  order 
of  the  Admiralty,  dated  10th  August, 
1899,  which  directed  that  the  new  scheme 
for  payment  of  skilled  labourers  was  to 


portance  of  securing  uniformity  of 
pattern  between  the  Indian  and 
home  services;  but  as  has  been  stated 
more  than  once  in  this  House,  there  wore 
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special  grounds  for  the  introduction  of 
this  particidar  howitzer.  It  ha«,  acconl- 
ing  to  the  latest  official  report  from  India, 
proved  itself  a  sample  and  powerful 
weapon,  calculated  to  form  a  valuable 
addition  to  a  field  army  ;  and  its  with- 
drawal from  service  would  involve  a  serious 
sacrifice  of  public  money. 

CHIEF  PRESIDENCY  MAGISTRATE  OF 

MADRAS. 

Mr.  LLOYD  MORGAN  (Carmarthen- 
shire, W.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  India  whether,  when  the  post 
of  Chief  Presidency  Magistrate  of  Ms^ras 
recently  became  vacant,  it  was  given  to 
an  officer  of  the  Madras  police  who  had 
no  judicial  experience ;  whether  similar 
posts  in  Bombay  and  Calcutta  are  always 
filled  by  lawyers  of  experience;  and 
whether  Mr.  W.  K  Clarke  had  invariably 
acted  as  Chief  Presidency  Magistrate  of  j 
Madras  whenever  a  temporary  vacancy 
occurred  within  the  last  few  years; 
whether  he  was  so  acting  within  a  short 
time  of  the  last  vacancy  occurring ;  and 
whether,  in  the  event  of  any  such  vacancy 
occurring  in  future  in  Madras,  he  will 
adopt  the  same  course  as  that  followed  in 
filling  the  similar  posts  in  Bombay  and 
Calcutta. 

Lord  G.  HAMILTON:  I  have  no 
knowledge  of  the  appointment  referred 
to  in  the  hon.  Member's  question.  The 
power  to  make  it  rests  entirely  with  the 
Government  of  Madras,  and  I  am  not  aware 
of  any  sufficient  reason  for  interfering 
with  their  discretion  and  responsibility  in 
the  matter.  I  believe  that  in  Madras 
there  are  recent  precedents  for  appointing 
to  this  post  officers  whose  experience  has 
been  confined  to  police  business,  and  that 
the  results  have  been  quite  satisfactory. 

PACIFIC  CABLE  SCHEME  —  CONCES- 
SIONS TO  THE  EASTERN  TELE- 
GRAPH COMPANY. 

Sir  EDWARD  SASSOON  (Hythe) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Colonies  whether  he  is  award  that 
the  rights  now  on  the  point  of  being 
ceded  to  the  Eastern  Extension  Telegraph 
Company  by  the  Australian  Governments 
materially  alter  and  afiect  the  conditions 
upon  which  the  Pacific  Cable  scheme, 
to  which  these  Governments  are  signa- 
tories, has  been  based;  and  that  the 
Canadian  Grovemment  regard  these  con- 
cessions ad  likely  to  defeat  and  probably 


to  lead  to  the  abandonment  of  the  enter- 
prise ;  and  whether  Her  Majesty^s  Govern- 
ment have  intimated  their  acciuiescence  to 
the  grant  of  these  concessions ;  and,  if 
not,  whether  they  have  addressed  any 
remonstrances  to  the  Australian  Govern- 
ments with  the  object  of  inducing  them 
to  renounce  their  intention  of  infringing 
the  terms  of  the  Pacific  Cable  scheme. 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for 
THE  COLONIES  (Mr.  J.  Chamberlain, 
Birmingham,  AV.) :  The  question  how  the 
proposed  concession  to  the  Eastern 
Extension  Company  of  the  right  to  open 
its  own  offices  in  the  Australian  capitals 
when  the  Pacific  Cable  has  been  laid  will 
afiect  that  scheme  has  been  referred  to 
the  Pacific  Cable  Committee  for  considera- 
tion and  report.  The  hon.  Member  wdl 
see  from  the  correspondence  leceutly  laid 
before  the  House  that  Her  Majesty's 
Government  have  stated  that  the  ques- 
tion of  these  concessions  is  one  for  the 
Colonial  Governments  concerned,  but 
they  have  asked  the  Governments  of  New 
South  Wales  and  Victoria  to  defer  con- 
cluding any  agreement  with  the  company 
until  the  Cable  Committee  has  reported 
on  the  question. 

BRITISH   HONDURAS   RAILWAY. 

♦Sir  CHARLES  DILKE :  I  be<;  to  ask 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies 
whether  the  draft  agreement  and  specifi- 
cation for  the  construction  of  the  British 
Honduras  Railway  which  was  being  drawn 
up  in  January  is  ready,  or  whether  there 
is  likely  to  be  further  delay. 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN :  The  draft 
is  in  print,  and  will  be  ready  very  shortly. 

CORPORATION    AND     DISTKICT- 
COUNCIL  STOCKS. 

Mr.  NUSSEY:  I  beg  to  ask  Mr. 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  whether  he 
is  aware  of  the  difference  which  exists 
between  the  stocks  of  corporations  and 
those  of  district  councils  —the  former  where 
the  population  is  over  50,000  being  tn^t 
securities';  whereas  the  latter,  whatever  the 
population  or  the  rateable  value,  arc  not  ; 
and  whether  he  will  consider  the  advi- 
gability  of  bringing  in  a  Bill  to  remove 
this  difference. 

Sir  M.  hicks  BEACH :  I  am  in 
communication  with  the  Lord  Chancellor 
on  the  subject  of  amending  the  law  re- 

2  F  2 


735 


Questions. 


{COMMONS} 


Questions, 


736 


lating  to  trust  investments,  and  will  bear 
in  mind  the  stocks  of  district  councils, 
the  position  of  which  has  already  been 
brought  to  my  attention. 

DELAGOA  BAY  ARBITRATION. 

Mr.  HENNIKER  HEATON  (Canter- 
bury) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary 
of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  whether  the 
remuneration  to  the  jurists  on  the  Delagoa 
Bay  Arbitration  amounts  to  j£5,000  a 
year  ;  whether  they  have  been  sitting  for 
about  nine  years  ;  and  whether,  in  answer 
to  questions  put  to  Ministers  in  1894, 
1896,  and  1898*  by  the  hon.  Member 
for  Canterbury,  it  was  stated  that  there 
was  good  reason  for  believing  that  the 
award  would  not  be  much  longer  delayed, 
or  that  the  final  award  was  expected  in 
the  autumn  of  1898  ;  and  whether  the  in- 
formation to  this  effect  given  in  the  House 
of  Commons  on  the  28th  March,  1898,  to 
the  hon.  Member  for  Canterbury,  was  sup- 
plied to  Her  Majesty's  Grovernment  by 
the  President  of  the  JBerne  Tribunal. 

The  under  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  FOR  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS  (Mr. 
Brodrick,  Surrey,  Guildford) :  No  sum 
has  been  named  for  the  remuneration  of 
the  arbitrators.  The  answer  to  the 
isecond  paragraph  is  in  the  affirmative. 
Her  Majesty  s  Minister  has  not  been  in 
communication  with  the  President  of  the 
Beme  Tribunal.  The  information  given 
to  the  House  was  obtained  from  other 
sources. 

UNIVERSITY  EDUCATION  ABROAD. 

Mr.  ARTHUR  MOORE  (London- 
derry)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary 
of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  if  he  can  now 
state  when  the  Papers  relative  to  univer- 
sity education  abroad  will  be  laid  upon 
the  Table ;  and  if  he  will  endeavour  to 
produce  them  before  the  debate  on  the 
Irish  University  question. 

Mr.  BRODRICK  :  These  Papers  will 
be  distributed  at  the  end  of  the  present 
week. 

FOOT  AND  MOUTH  DISEASE 
REGULATIONS. 

Mr.  SOAMES  (Norfolk,  S.) :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  President  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture 

•  See  The  Parliamentary  Debates  (Fourth 
SerieH],  5th  April.  1894,  Vol.  xxii.,  page  1451  ; 
^Ist  February,  1896,  Vol.  xxxvii.,  page  824; 
28th  March,  1898,  Vol.  Iv.,  page  1066. 


what  period  has  elapsed  since  the  last  out- 
break of  foot  and  mouth  disease  in  the 
county  of  Norfolk ;  and  whether  he  can 
now  withdraw  all  restrictions  from  th<^ 
petty  sessional  districts  of  Diss,  Earsham, 
Swainsthorpe,  and  Loddon  and  Clavering, 
or  from  any  of  those  districts. 

♦The  president  of  the  BOARD  of 
AGRICULTURE  (Mr.  Long,  Liverpool, 
West  Derby) :  The  last  outbreak  of  foot 
and  mouth  disease  in  Norfolk  was  dis- 
covered by  one  of  our  inspectors  on  the 
20th  February.  By  an  order  issued 
yesterday,  which  is  to  come  into  opera- 
tion to-morrow,  the  restrictions  have  been 
withdrawn  from  the  petty  sessional 
divisions  of  Diss  and  Earsham,  and  they 
have  been  somewhat  modified  in  Swains- 
thorpe and  Loddon  and  Clavering,  with  a 
view  to  meet  the  more  urgent  necessities 
of  the  stock  owners  concerned. 

Mr.  H.  S.  FOSTER:  I  beg  to  ask 
the  President  of  the  Board  of  Agricul- 
ture whether  he  is  aware  that  the  out- 
break of  foot  and  mouth  disease  took 
place  at  Fritton,  in  a  place  locally  called 
the  Island,  natiu^Uy  isolated  by  the  sea, 
Lake  Lothing,  the  River  Waveney,  and 
Breydon  Water,  with  a  tract  of  marshes 
following  the  course  of  the  river  with  a 
width  of  from  one  to  four  miles,  and  at 
this  time  of  the  year  entirely  bare  of 
stock ;  whether  he  can  see  his  way  to  open 
for  the  sale  of  all  stock,  imder  a  declara 
tion  and  licence,  all  Suffolk  south  of  the 
Waveney ;  and,  in  any  case,  whether  he 
is  now  able  to  considerably  reduce  the 
scheduled  area,  having  regard  to  the  con- 
sequences to  the  farmers  of  any  continued 
prolongation  of  the  present  restrictions. 
I  beg  f.lso  to  ask  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Agriculture  whether  he  is  aware 
of  the  loss  which  is  \m\\g  inflicted  upon 
farmers,  graziers,  and  other  agricultunsts 
by  the  restrictions  imposed  by  his  Depart- 
ment in  Norfolk  and  Suffolk  in  connection 
with  the  outbreak  of  foot  and  mouth 
disease  in  North  Suffolk  some  time  ago, 
and  particularly  by  the  wide  area  over 
which  these  restrictions  prevail,  extend- 
ing for  thirty  miles  and  upwards  from  the 
infected  area ;  whether  the  time  has  now 
arrived  for  largely  modifying  these 
restrictions ;  and,  in  particular,  whether 
he  will  consider  the  advisability  of  limit- 
ing the  infected  area  to  five  miles  from 
the  point  where  the  outbreak  occurred, 
and  of  authorising  holders  of  stock  in  the 
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scheduled  area  but  outside  the  infected 
area  to  send  their  cattle  to  markets  such 
as  Ipswich,  Colchester,  or  London,  the 
cattle  being  marked  with  the  broad  arrow 
and  slaughtered  within  four  days. 

*Mr.  long  :  In  reply  to  my  hon.  friend, 
I  would  say  that  it  is  the  case  that  an  out- 
break of  foot  and  mouth  disease  occurred 
at  Fritton,  the  geographical  features  of 
which  are  doubtless  correctly  described  in 
the  question ;  but  my  hon.  friend  will  re- 
member that  five  other  outbreaks  have 
since  occurred  in  other  parts  of  the 
scheduled  district,  and  one  in  Bedford- 
shire. By  an  Order  to  come  into  opera- 
tion to-morrow,  the  petty  sessional  divi- 
sions of  Beccles  and  Bungay,  with  the 
borough  of  Bungay,  have  been  withdrawn 
from  the  scheduled  district,  and  the  re- 
strictions have  been  somewhat  modified 
in  that  portion  of  Suffolk  still  included 
therein.  At  the  moment  no  further  relief 
can  be  afforded  with  safety. 

ETON    UNION    WORKHOUSE- 
FATALITY  TO  A  CHILD. 

Sir  JOSEPH  SAVORY  (Westmore- 
land, Appleby) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  Local  Government  Board  if 
his  attention  has  been  called  to  the  case 
of  a  child,,  aged  three  years,  who  was 
scalded  to  death  in  the  Eton  Union  Work- 
house, on  18th  February,  through  being 
placed  in  a  bath  of  boiling  water  by  a 
girl,  aged  fifteen  years,  who  herself  had 
been  a  pauper  inmate  of  the  union  for  five 
weeks,  ana  was  the  only  attendant  in 
charge ;  and  what  steps  it  is  proposed  to 
take  to  prevent  a  recurrence  of  such  a 
fatality. 

The  president  op  the  LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Mr.  Chaplin, 
Lincolnshire,  Sleaford) :  My  attention  has 
been  called  to.  the  unfortunate  case  re- 
ferred to,  and  at  my  request  the  medical 
officer  has  made  a  report  on  the  subject. 
I  am  in  communication  with  the  guardians 
with  regard  to  the  matter,  and  especially 
as  to  the  steps  to  be  taken  to  prevent 
any  similar  occurrence  in  future. 

FRASERBURCJH  AND  ST.   COMBS 
LIGHT  RAILWAY. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  (Aberdeenshire,  E.): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of  the  Board 
of  Trade  whether,  in  the  case  of  the 
Light  Railway  Order  for  the  Fraserburgh 
and  St.  Combs  Railway,  the  Great  North 


of  Scotland  Company  has  made  applica- 
tion for  the  Treasury  grant  for  the 
scheme  ;  and  whether  he  will  be  able  to 
take  steps  to  urge  on  the  commencement 
of  the  undertakmg,  which  has  been  long 
delayed. 

The  PRESIDENT  of  the  BOARD 
OF  TRADE  (Mr.  Ritchie,  Croydon): 
I  understand  that  the  ariswer  to  the  first 
paragraph  is  in  the  negative.  The  Board 
of  Trade  will  communicate  with  the 
company  and  endeavour  to  ascertain 
their  intentions. 

SMALL  HOLDINGS  IN  HOSS-SHIRE. 

Mr.  weir  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Lord 
Advocate  whether  any  scheme  is  yet  in 
process  for  the  purpose  of  providing  small 
holdings  on  the  mainland  of  Ross-shire 
suitable  for  occupation  by  cottars  and 
others  who  may  be  prepared  to  migrate 
from  congested  districts;  and,  if  not, 
will  he  say  whether  any  efforts  have  beei> 
made  to  acquire  land,  and  the  cause  of 
the  delay  in  the  preparation  of  a  suit- 
able scheme. 

*The  lord  advocate  (Mr.  A. 
Graham  Murray,  Buteshire) :  No 
scheme  is  yet  in  progress  on  the  main- 
land of  Ross,  and  it  is  impossible  within 
the  scope  of  an  answer  to  a  question  to 
deal  adequately  with  all  the  considera- 
tions involved ;  but  they  will  be  referred 
to  in  the  second  report  of  the  Congested 
Districts  Board  which  the  Secretary  for 
Scotland  hopes  will  be  in  the  hands  of 
Members  next  month. 

LIGHTHOUSES  ON  THE  SCOTTISH 

COAST. 

Mr.  weir  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Lord 
Advocate,  in  view  of  a  statement  con- 
tained in  the  Appropriation  Account^ 
1898-9,  under  Class  7,  Vote  3,  to  the 
effect  that  the  account  of  the  Congested. 
Districts  (Scotland)  Fund  includes  a 
charge  of  £403  138.  2d.  for  the  erection 
of  minor  lighthouses  erected  on  the 
coasts  of  the  Highlands  and  Islands  of 
Scotland,  will  he  state  the  names  of  these 
lighthouses,  and  where  they  are  respec- 
tively situated. 

♦Mr.  a.  graham  MURRAY  :  If  the 
hon.  Member  will  refer  again  to  the  Ap- 
propriation Accounts  1898-9  from  which 
he  quotes,  he  will  find  that  the  sum  he 
mentions  was  not  expended  for  the  erec- 
tion, but  for  the  maintenance  of  minor 
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lighthouses,  as  explained  in  paragraph  4  of  PUBLIC  TELEPHONE  EXCHANGES. 
the  Controller  and  Auditor  General's  Re-  t  Mr.  CRILLY  (Mayo,  N.) :  I  beg  to 
port  attached  thereto.  The  names  of  the  I  ^^k  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  as 
lighthouses  so  maintained  are  given  at  representing  the  Postmaster  General, 
page  10  of  the  Appendix  to  the  first  Re- '  whether  any  licences  to  form  pubHc  tele- 
port  of  the  Congested  Districts  Board.       |  p^one  exchanges  under  the  Act  of  last 

session  have  been  applied  for  to  the  Post 

SCOTTISH     CONGESTED    DISTRICTS    I  O^ce  ;  if  so,  how  many  ;  and  how  many 
BOARD    EXPENDITURE.  |  such   licences   have   been  granted  ;    how 

Mr.  weir  :  I  bjg  to  ask  the  Lord  I  many  of  them  have  been  granted  to  public 
Advocate,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  sum  '  corporations,  and  how  many  to  in- 
of  £2,114  123.  4d.  was  spent  by  the  !  corporated  companies  ;  how  many  licences 
Congested  Districts  Board  for  Scotland  |  are  in  force  in  opposition  to  the  existing 
during  the  vear  ended  31st  March,  1899,  '  licences  held  by  the  National  Telephone 
in  administering  an  expenditure  of  Company ;  and  in  what  districts  are  such 
JE8,973  17s.  8(1.,  will  he  state  what  steps  competing  licences  operating, 
the  Secretary  for  Scotland  proposes  to  I  the  FINANCIAL  SECRETARY  TO 
take  in  order  to  prevent  one  years  ^  ^^^  TREASURY  (Mr.  Hanbury,  Pres- 
admmistrative  charges  of^  the  Board  ^^^^  ^  ^^^^^  ^^^j^^,  applications  for 
amounting  to  as  much  as  2o  per  cent,  of  ,.^^(^^^g  ^^^  telephone  business  have  been 
the  total  amount  expended.  ^^^^  ^^  j^^l  authorities.     In  one  case  a 

*Mr.  a.  graham  MURRAY  :  It  is  licence  has  been  granted— namely,  to  the 
obvious  that  the  figures  for  the  first  full  Corporation  of  Glasgow,  for  an  area  co- 
year  of  the  adminiftration  of  the  Board  ,  extensive  with  the  Glasgow  area  of  the 
in  which  the  working  sUff  had  to  be  National  Telephone  Company.  The  Post- 
organised  and  in  which  the  various  master  General  has  also  been  in  corre 
schemes  of  expenditure  had  necessarily  spondence  with  twenty-two  other  local 
not  advanced  to  maturity,  cannot  form  a  authorities,  who  are  considering  whether 
normal  standard  of  comparison ;  and  the  they  shall  apply  for  licences.  Two 
percentages  given  in  the  hon.  Mem-  applications  for  licences  have  been  made 
ber's  question  are  in  the  circumstances  by  companies.  A  licence  has  been  granted 
meaningless  figures.  I  may  add  that  the  to  the  Mutual  Telephone  Company  of 
Secretary  for  Scotland  considers  that  the  Manchester  for  the  borough  of  Salford 
Board  has,  up  to  the  present  time,  been  and  certain  adjacent  urban  districts.  The 
very  economically  administered,  and  that  \  other  application  has  been  referred  for 
a  ^curtailment  of  its  expenses  would  ,  approval  to  the  corporation  concerned,  in 
interfere  with  the  proper  execution  of  its  accordance  with  Section  3  of  the  Tele- 
important  duties.  '  graph  Act,  1899.     There  is,  of  course,  a 

,  telephone   s^^stem   worked   by  the   local 

i>!R.  WEIR  :    I  beg  to  ask  the  Lord  I  authority  in  the  island  of  Guernsey. 
Advocate,  having  regard  to  the  fact  that ' 


he  consider  the  expediency  of  com  muni 
eating  with  the  Postmaster  General  with 
a  view  to  a  similar  concession  bein^ 
secured  for  the  Congested  Districts  Board 
for  Scotland. 

*Mr.  a.  graham  MURRAY :  I  am 


Captain  NORTON  (Newington,  W.) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury, 
as  representing  the  Postmaster  General, 
whether  he  will  inquire  into  the  case 
of  R.  Priddle,  postman,  S.E.D.O.,  who 
applied  for  a  pension  on  9th  Noveml)er, 
informed  by  the  Congested  Districts  '  1899,  having  met  with  an  accident  when 
Board  that  the  question  of  free  postage  !  on  duty  in  April  of  the  same  year,  after 
was  considered  by  them ;  but,  as  Section  i  over  twenty-eight  years  service,  and  who 


8  (2)  of  the  Act  of  1897  makes  the 
administrative  expenses  of  the  Board 
payable  from  the  sums  voted  by  Parlia- 
ment, it  was  decided  by  the  Treasury 
that  postage  'must  be  paid  and  charged 
Against  the  Vote. 


has  been  left  without  pay,  half-pay,  or 
pension  since  the  above-mentioned  date ; 
and  whether  he  can  state  the  cause  of  the 
delay  in  this  and  similar  cases,  which 
presses  upon  those  in  the  postal  service 
who  become  incapacitated. 
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3lBL  HAXBURY^  A  statement  of 
Priddle's  flernc«  was  submitted  to  the 
Treasar^  wkh  tbe  view  to  the  award  of 
;a  pension  on  the  7th  inst.,  and  the  award 
when  made  would,  in  the  ordinary  course, 
take  effect  from  the  date  of  the  cessa- 
tion of  hig  pay — that  is  to  say,  from 
the  9th  November  last.  The  unusual 
^lelay  which  took  place  in  this  case  is 
regretted,  and  was  due  to  the  numerous 
inquiries  which  it  was  found  necessary 
to  make  before  the  statement  of  the 
man's  serrice  could  be  put  forward.  An 
^vance  has  been  made  to  him  pending 
.an  award  of  pension. 

FLOGliING  IN  PRISONS. 

♦Mr.  LLOYD  MORGAN:  I  beg  to 
-ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 
Department  whether  there  are  any  cases 
•within  the  last  five  years  where  prisoners 
have  been  sentenced  to  be  flogged,  and 
vhere  the  Home  Secretary  has  either 
remitted  the  flogging  or  ordered  a  re- 
<luction  of  the  number  of  lashes ;  and,  if 
;30,  whether  he  will  state  the  number  of 
such  cases. 

♦The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for 
THE  HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Sir  M. 
White  Ridley,  Liiucashire,  Blackpool) : 
There  was  no  iiiterfere:ice  with  any  of 
ihe  sentences  of  flogging  in  the  years 
1895,  1896,  and  1898,  except  that  in  the 
latter  year  there  was  one  remission  on 
medical  grounds.  In  1897  one  such  sen- 
tence was  remitted.  In  1899  two  sen- 
tences were  romitte  1  altogether  ;  in  two 
•other  cases  where  the  sentence  ordered  a 
second  flogging  the  second  flogging  was 
remitted,  and  in  another  case  where  it 
ordered  a  third  Hogging  the  third  flogging 
was  remitted. 

Mr.  LLOYD  MORGAN:  Were  all  the 
remissions  of  punishment  on  the  ground 
M>i  ill-health  ] 

*Sir  M.  white  RIDLEY :  No,  Sir. 

LADYSMITH     REJOICINGS    AT 
CAMBRIDGE. 

Ck)LONEL  PRYCEJONES  (Mont- 
l^omery  Boroughs) :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment whether  his  attention  has  been 
called  to  the  conviction  of  certain 
iitidergraduates  of  the  University  of 
Cambridge  by  the  local  magistrates 
for  the  offence   of  burning    some    pro- 


perty on  the  night  of  the  national  cele- 
bration of  the  relief  of  Ladysmith ;  and 
whether,  as  the  effect  of  this  conviction 
is  to  incapacitate  these  undergraduates 
from  entering  any  of  the  learned  profes- 
sions, he  will  consider  whether  a  free 
pardon  might  be  granted  to  these  young 
offenders. 

♦Sir  M.  white  RIDLEY :  My  atten- 
tion has  been  called  to  this  case,  and  I 
am  at  present  making  inquiry  into  it.  I 
cannot  answer  the  question  to-day,  but  I 
may  remind  my  hon.  and  gallant  friend 
that  the  offence  of  which  these  under- 
graduates were  convicted  was  not  wilful 
damage,  but  larceny. 


PRECAUTIONS    AGAINST    FIRE    IN 
NATIONAL    MUSEUMS. 

Mr.  EMMOTT  (Oldham):  I  be^  to 
ask  the  First  Commissioner  of  Works 
whether,  in  view  of  the  value  of  the  works 
of  art  which  will  be  stored  in  the  national 
museums  shortly  to  be  built,  every  effort 
will  be  made  to  reduce  the  danger  of  fire; 
and  whether  all  the  casings  and  wood 
fittings  will  be  made  of  the  non-inflam- 
mable wood  now  specified  for  all  the 
wood  fittings  in  ships  of  war. 

The  first  COMMISSIONER  op 
WORKS  (Mr.  Akers  Douglas,  Kent, 
St.  Augustine^s) :  Every  effort  will  be 
made  to  reduce  the  danger  of  fire  in  the 
new  buildings  about  to  be  erected  at 
South  Kensington.  The  wood  fittings 
and  casings  in  those  buildings  will  be 
reduced  to  a  minimum;  and  the  archi- 
tects have  been  instructed  to  consider  the 
desirability  of  applying  the  non-inflam- 
mable process  to  those  fittings. 


SALE  OF  DRINK  AT  THE  HOUSE. 

Sir  WILFRID  LAWSON  (Cumber- 
land,  Cockermouth) :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
hon.  Member  for  Hammersmith  whether 
the  Kitchen  Committee  are  still  carrying 
on  the  sale  of  drink  in  the  House  and  its 
precincts,  in  the  same  way  as  it  was 
carried  on  when  the  Attorney  General 
gave  his  opinion  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons that  such  sale  was  illegal. 

General  GOLDSWORTHY  (Ham- 
mersmith) :  The  Kitchen  Committee  sell 
drink  in  the  precincts  of  the  House  of 
Commons.  As  regards  the  second  part  of 
the  question,  I  do  not  know. 
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MARLBOROUGH  STREET   TRAINING 
COLLEGE,  DUBLIN. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  ABRAHAM  (Gla- 
morganshire,  Rhondda) :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieuten- 
ant of  Ireland  whether  four  teachers  were 
recently  rusticated  from  the  ^larlborough 
Street  Training  College,  Dublin;  what 
were  the  grounds  of  complaint  against 
them  ;  were  these  complaints  investigated 
bj  the  Board  or  by  the  college  authorities, 
and  were  the  teachers  in  question  given 
any  opportunity  of  meeting  the  charges 
made  against  them  or  being  heard  in  their 
own  defence ;  and  if  he  has  any  objection 
to  lay  upon  the  Table  of  the  House  the 
report  on  which  the  Commissioners  acted. 

The  attorney  GENERAL  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Atkinson,  London- 
derry, N.)  (for  Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour)  : 
Four  Queen's  Scholars  M^ere  sent  home 
from  the  training  college  in  February 
last,  owing  to  frequent  absences  from 
duty  through  ill-health.  This  was  the 
only  ground  of  complaint  against  them. 
The  ^sences  were  reported  by  the  princi- 
pals of  the  college,  and  the  cause  of  the 
absence  was  certified  in  each  case  by  the 
medical  officer.  The  duration  of  the 
absence  was  considered  to  preclude  their 
proper  completion  of  the  current  training 
course,  but  they  may  be  admitted  to  a 
succeeding  one.  The  matter  is  not  of 
sufficient  importance  to  justify  the  laying 
of  the  report  in  question  on  the  Table  of 
the  House,  as  suggested. 

MURDER    OF    HUGH    THOMPSON,    IN 

FERMANAGH. 

Mr.  ARCHDALE  (Fermanagh,  W.) : 
I  beg  to  ask  Mr.  Attorney  General  for 
Ireland  whether  any  particulars  are  to 
hand  as  to  the  murder  last  week  in 
Fermanagh  of  a  man  named  Hugh 
Thompson ;  and  whether  Gilmartin,  the 
man  whose  hay  had  been  burned  and  on 
whose  behalf  Thompson  was  to  give 
evidence,  had  been  denounced  at  meetings 
in  Belcoo  of  the  United  Irish  League  for 
taking  an  evicted  farm. 

Captain  DONELAN  (Cork,  E.) :  Is 
the  United  Irish  League  to  be  made 
responsible  for  every  crime  committed  in 
Ireland  1 

Mr.  ATKINSON:  A  man  named 
Gilmartin,  in  May  last,  took  a  farm  from 
which  the  previous  tenaiit  had  been 
evicted.     A  meeting  was   held  in  June, 


under  the  auspices  of  the  United  Irish 
League,  close  to  the  evicted  farm,  at 
which  Gilmartin  was  denounced  by  refer- 
ence, though  not  by  name,  and  it  was 
suggested  by  several  of  the  speakers  that 
he  should  be  boycotted.  He  was  subse- 
quently rigorously  boycotted.  His  hay 
having  been  burnt  in  October,  he  claimed 
compensation  for  malicious  injury.  This 
claim  was  to  have  been  heard  at  the 
assizes  at  Enniskillen.  Thompson,  the 
murdered  man,  was  a  friend  of  Gilmartin^ 
and,  although  of  a  different  religion,, 
supported  him,  and  aided  him  in  resisting 
the  boycott,  and  was  about  to  be  examined 
as  a  witness  to  sustain  Gilmartin's  claim. 
Three  men  have  been  arrested  charged 
with  the  crime,  the  motive  and  cause  of 
wLic!:  v.'ill  be  investigated  at  the  trial. 
At  this  stage  I  do  not  think  it  proper  to 
express  any  opinion  on  the  subject. 

Captain  DONELAN  :  Can  the 
Attorney  General  say  why  Irish  trans- 
gressions are  so  eagerly  advertised  by 
Ulster  Members  ? 

[No  answer  was  given.] 

LOAN  FUND  9ANKS. 

Mr.  MACALEESE  (Monaghan,  N.>  : 
I  beg  to  ask  Mr.  Attorney  General  for 
Ireland  if  he  could  see  his  way  to  add  to 
his  Loan  Fund  Bill  a  clause  to  provide  a 
compassionate  grant  to  save  aebentur& 
holders  from  losing  money  which  in  good 
faith  they  investea  in  loan  fund  banks. 

Mr.  ATKINSON :  The  suggestion  of 
the  hon.  Member  cannot  be  adopted,  for 
reasons  that  I  hope  to  state  on  the  Second 
Reading  of  the  Bill. 

RIGHT  OF  FREE  SPEECH— DISTURB- 
ANCES  directed  AGAINST  OPPO- 
NENTS  OF  THE  WAK. 

Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN 
(Stirling  Burghs) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  a  question  of  which 
I  have  given  him  private  notice.  It  is. 
whether,  in  view  of  the  numerous  recent 
instances  of  violent  disturbances  connected 
with  peaceable  meetings  called  for  the 
discussion  of  South  African  affairs,  or 
directed  against  the  personal  property 
of  individuals,  owing  to  their  supposed 
opinions  upon  the  present  war,  Her 
Majesty's  Government  will  cause  inquiry^ 
to  be  made,  how  far  and  by  whom  those* 
disturbances  were  organised,  and  will 
consider    what   steps    are    necessary  to 
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prevent  a  repetition  of  these  discreditable 
occurrences,  and  to  punish  the  offenders. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  received  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman's  notice  not  very 
long  ago.  I  ^hall  consult  with  my  right 
hon.  friend  the  Home  Secretary  upon  the 
subject,  and  if  'the  right  hon.  (Jentleman 
\vt11  put  the  question  on  Thiu^day,  either 
to  me  or  to  the  Home  Secretary,  we  will 
endeavour  to  reply  to  it. 


NEfF  BILLS. 


COLONIAL  SOLICITORS. 
Bill  to  provide  for  the  admission  of 
Solicitors  of  Courts  of  British  Possessions 
to  the  Supreme  Courts  in  the  United 
Kingdom,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by 
Mr.  Hedderwick,  Sir  James  Woodhouse, 
Sir  Albert  RoUit,  Mr.  Warr,  Mr. 
Helder,  Mr.  Lloyd-George,  and  Mr. 
Schwann. 

COLONIAL  SOLICITORS  BILL. 
"To  provide  for  the  admission  of 
Solicitors  of  Courts  of  British  Possessions 
to  the  Supreme  Courts  in  the  United 
Kingdom,"  presented,  and  read  the  first 
time ;  to  be  read  a  second  time  upon 
Tuesday  next,  and  to  be  printed.  [Bill 
123.] 

• 

RIVERS  POLLUTION  PREVENTION. 
Bill  to  make  more  effectual  provision 
for  preventing  the  pollution  of  rivers 
and  streams,  ordered  to  be  brought  in 
by  Sir  Francis  Powell,  Mr.  Wilson-Todd, 
Mr.  Hobhouse,  Sir  John  Dorington,  Sir 
Henry  Howorth,  Dr.  Farquharson,  Mr. 
Brigg,  Sir  John  Brunner,  and  Sir  Walter 
Foster. 

RIVERS  POLLUTION   PREVENTION 

BILL. 

"  To  make  more  effectual  provision  for 

preventing  the  pollution   of   rivers   and 

streams,"  presented,   and  read   the  first 

time ;   to  be  read  a  second   time  upon 

Monday,  2nd  April,  and  to  be  printed. 

[Bill  124.] 

WAR  LOAN  BILL 
[Second  Reading.] 

Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
•*That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
time." 


Mr.  ^VILLIAM   REDMOND  (Clare,. 
E.) :  I  beg  to  move  that  this  Bill  be  read 
a  second  time  this  day  six  months.     One 
of  my  objections  to  this  Bill  is  that  I  da 
not   think   it  is  a  proper  way  to   raise 
money  for  carrying  on  the  present  war. 
At  the  time  of  the  Crimean  War  a  great 
deal  of  the  necessary  cost  was  raised  by 
direct  taxation,  whereas  only  something 
like  £13,000,000  is  now  to  be  raised  by 
taxation  on  articles  of  consumption.     The 
balance  is  to  be  raised  by  way  of  loan  re- 
payable in  ten  years.     I  think  that  is  not 
a  candid  way  of  meeting  the  expense  of 
the  war.     Sooner  or  later  this  loan  will 
have  to  be  repaid,  and  the  burden  will 
then  ftill  on  the  taxpayers.     By  means  of 
it  you  are  deceiving  and  deluding  the 
people  as  to  what  the  war  is  actually  cost- 
ing.    I  think  it  would  be  more  candid 
and  fairer  to  impose  additional  taxation 
to  a  greater  extent,  especially  as  we  are 
told  that  the  war  fever  is  so  strong  in 
England  that  there  would  be  no  objection 
to  fresh  taxation.     So  much  from  that 
point  of  view.     But  I  object  to  partici- 
pating  in  the  slightest  degree  in  the  pas- 
sage of  this  loan  from  an  Irish  point  of  view. 
I  consider,  quite  sincerely  and  honestly, 
that  it  would  be  little  short  of  a  crime  if 
Irish  Members   in  the  present  financial 
condition  of  their  country  sat  silent  while 
this  additional  burden  is  put  upon  it,  and 
if  they  failed  to  prot.est  by  their  votes 
against  this  fresh  imposition.     I  calculate 
that,  at  the  very  least,  three  millions  if 
not  four   millions  of    this  loan  will  fall 
upon  the  shoulders  of  the  Irish  taxpayers. 
At  any  time  that  would  be  a  serious 
cause  of  complaint  in  Ireland,  but  at  the 
present  time,  when  the  whole  country  i» 
agitated  from  end  to  end  on  the  question 
as  to  the  capability  of  the  Irish  people  to 
bear  the  taxation  now  upon  them,  to  im- 
pose a  fresh  burden   is  in  my  opinion 
little  short  of  monstrous.     The  incapacity 
of  the  Irish  people  to  bear  the  burden  of 
taxation   already   upon    them    is    not  a 
matter  of  complaint  by  Irish  Nationalists 
alone.     The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
knows  perfectly  well  that  the  agitation  in 
Ireland  during  the  last  few  years  on  the 
question  of  Imperial  taxation    has  been 
maintained    not    merely    by  Nationalist 
Members,  but    by  a    large    number    of 
Unionist  Members  as  well.     The  Royal 
Commission  which  inquired  into  the  con- 
dition of  Irish  finance  and  into  the  ques- 
tion of  the  ability  of  the  people  to  pay 
the  Imperial  burden  already  upon  them 
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reported  piactically  unanimoush-  that '  Memliers  refer  to  these  financial  pro- 
'considering  all  the  circumstances  of  the  posals,  but  I  say  deliberately  that  not 
<*ase  the  Irish  people  were  called  upon  to  ;  during  the  whole  of  this  century  has 
pay  something  l)etween  two  and  a  half  '  there  been  a  more  monstrous  and  more 
and  three  millions  more  every  year  infamous  proposition  than  that  the  Irish 
than  they  ought  to  pay,  having  regard  people  should  be  called  upon,  in  the 
to  the  different  conditions  of  Ireland  and  present  condition  of  their  country,  to 
England,  and  above  all  having  regard  to  pledge  themselves  to  millions  of  fresh 
the  Act  of  Union  at  the  commencement  taxation  for  the  purposes  of  the  war. 
of  the  century,  which  specifically  stated  The  stock  of  this  loan  is  to  be  known  as 
;that  the  Irish  people  should  only  be  taxed  "  war  stock,"  and  the  bonds  as  "war 
in  proportion  to  their  relative  taxable  bonds  ; "  therefore,  I  assume  I  am  entitled 
<japacity,  and  that  abatements  and  ex-  to  go  into  the  policy  of  the  war.  I  have 
emptions  should  ])e  made  in  their  case,  no  desire  to  do  so  except  very  briefly  ; 
That  Report  was  not  drawn  up  by  mere  but  this  I  will  say,  that  whatever  objec- 
partisan  Nationalists,  but  it  was  a  Report  !  tion  I  had  to  the  policy  of  this  war,  which 
presented  by  a  Royal  Commission  com-  has  entailed  this  enormous  cost,  before  thia 
posed  of  the  priiicip;il  experts  of  the  day  evening,  within  the  last  hour  my  objection 
on  financial  matters,  and  they  laid  down  has  been  doubled  and  trebled,  and  never 
the  conclusion  that  Ireland  was  paying  at  since  the  commencement  of  these  war 
least  2i  millions  more  towards  Imperial  discussions  have  I  been  so  opposed  to  it. 
taxation  than  she  ought  to  pay.  That  is  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  calcu- 
beyond  dispute  and  cannot  be  denied,  lated  that  the  war  would  cost  £60,000,000, 
No  attempt  has,  however,  been  made  to  i  but  it  will  really  cost  between  £65,000,000 
■enforce  the  conclusion  of  that  Royal  |  and  £66,000,000,  because  the  right  hon. 
Commission.  Under  ordinary  circum-  Gentleman  has  not  taken  into  account  the 
stances  a  Report  of  that  kind  would  surplus  which  would  have  been  to  the 
have  been  followed  by  legislation,  and  |  good  had  there  been  no  war.  We  were 
the  defects  which  the  Royal  Commission  >  told  first  of  all — arid  a  very  plausible 
had  pointed  out  would  have  been  '  statement  it  was — that  this  war  should  be 
remedied  if  an  English  question  were  |  continued  at  all  cost  because  certain 
-concerned.  But  no  action  was  taken  with  dominions  of  Her  Majesty  had  been 
regard  to  Ireland.  invaded    by    the  forces  of  the  two  Re- 

I  publics.     That  is   quite   true,    though  I 

*Mr.  speaker  :  The  hon.  Alember  is    hold  my  own  opinion  as  to  what  led  to 

now    discussing    the    financial    relations    that  invasion.     I  was  not  at  all  surprised 

between  Great  Britain  and  Ireland.  that  Natal  was  invaded  under  the  circum- 

'  stances.  At  the  same  time,  I  was  not 
Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND :  I  do  siu^rised  at  the  attitude  of  the  English 
not  intend  to  go  at  length  into  the  Members,  who  maintained  that  this  money 
•question,  because  it  would  not  be  strictly  should  be  spent,  and  more  if  necessary,  in 
J2?r6>/w,<  of  the  matter  under  discussion,  but  '  order  to  clear  Natal  and  every  inch  of 
I  wish  to  point  out  that  the  Irish  Members  i  Her  Majesty's  territory  in  South  Africa 
object  to  this  Bill  not  only  on  its  merits  from  the  invading  Boers.  I  can  under- 
but  because  it  has  been  shown  that,  inde- 1  stand  that  ;but  what  I  cannot  understand, 
pendent  of  this  fresh  war  taxation,  Ireland  and  what  I  protest  against,  is  that  when 
is  already  paying  several  millions  a  year  '  by  an  overwhelming  force  you  have 
more  than  she  should.  No  attempt  has  '  cleared  the  invaders  out  of  Her  Majesty's 
been  made  to  remedy  that  injustice.  On  territory,  you  are  not  satisfied  with  that, 
the  contrary  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex-  i  and  you  refuse  to  consider  terms  of 
chequer,  instead  of  endeavouring  to  i  honourable  peace  with  a  brave  and  gallant 
equalise  Irish  taxation  and  to  remove  the  |  people.  Now  we  are  told  for  the  first 
^ievaiices  of  which  many  of  his  sup-  time  what  we  all  along  suspected,  that 
portei^  in  Ireland  complain,  asks  the  this  war  is  not  a  war  to  right  the  wrongs 
representatives  of  the  Irish  people,  over-  of  British  subjects  in  South  Africa,  not  a 
taxed  and  overburdened  as  Ireland  is,  to  war  merely  to  clear  Her  Majesty's 
sanction  this  loan  for  the  purpose  of  territory  of  invading  forces,  but  a 
carrying  on  the  war.  I  have  no  doubt  war  waged  against  the  independence  of 
English  Members  sometimes  feel  irri  the  two  Republics.  The  Prime  Minister 
tated  at  the  constancy  with  Avhich  Irish  ,  stated  in  a  speech  not  long  ago  that  the 
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war  was  forced  upon  them  to  right  the 
wrongs  of  British  subjects  in  the  Trans- 
vaal, and  that  they  sought  neither  terri- 
tory nor  goldfields.  The  Duke  of  Devon- 
shire said  something  of  the  same  kind, 
and  denied  that  there  Avas  any  intention 
on  the  part  of  the  Government  to  annex 
either  the  Transvaal  or  the  Orange  Free 
State.  Now  we  are  told  by  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  that  this  war — this 
horrible  carnival  of  bloodshed  and  misery 
and  wretchedness — is  to  be  carried  on 
until  the  independence  of  the  Transvaal 
and  the  Orange  Free  State  is  overthrown 
and  swept  away.  After  that  declaration 
I  object  to  this  loan  ajl  the  more  strongly, 
and  I  shall  vote  more  readily  than  I  have 
ever  yet  voted  against  a  single  penny 
being  granted.  I  venture  to  say  that  there 
was  no  Member  in  this  House  who  listened 
altogether  unmoved  to  the  communication 
from  the  Presidents  of  the  Transvaal  and 
the  Orange  Free  State.  You  mav  dis- 
agree with  them;  you  think,  no  aoubt, 
they  commenced  this  war  without  provo- 
cation ;  you  think  they  were  wrong  from 
start  to  finish  ;  but  is  there  any  Member 
in  this  House  who,  in  his  own  breast,  can 
withhold  from  these  two  States  some 
tribute  of  admiration  for  the  ex- 
traordinary valour  and  almost  super- 
human courage  with  which  they  have 
endeavoured  to  preserve  what  they 
consider  to  be  their  rights  ]  And 
now  these  two  men,  having  won 
some  victories  :  when  it  seems  that  thev 
are  about  to  be  overwhelmed  ;  when  they 
are  about  to  be  cleared  out  of  the 
Queen's  dominions ;  when  they  are  con- 
sidering any  terms  of  peace  which  they 
could  possibly,  with  an  atom  of  self- 
respect,  accept — when  they  make  this 
offer,  the  answer  of  the  Prime  Minister  to 
that  offer  will  fill  liberty-loving  people 
throughout  the  world  with  despair,  if  not 
with  disgust  at  the  policy  of  Her 
Majesty's  Government.  No ;  no  terms 
are  to  be  considered.  This  war  is  to  go 
on  to  its  bloody  end.  Nothing  is  to 
satisfy  the  Government  or  the  Colonial 
Secretary  until  Pretoria  has  been  reached, 
and  until  the  list  of  15,000  killed, 
wounded  and  maimed  British  troops  has 
)>een  increased  a  thousandfold.  This  war 
is  to  ao  on  with  all  its  misery,  all  its 
bloodshed,  all  its  terrible  torture  to  those 
who  fight,  and  those  who  are  left  behind, 
)>ecause,  having  got  the  power  of  en- 
forcing every  right  that  you  could 
po^ib^  claim  for  your  British  subjects 


in  the  Transvaal,  having  got  the  power 
of  dictating  the  terms  on  which  your 
people  should  live  in  the  future  in  the 
Transvaal,  no  terms  will  satisfy  you  ex- 

i  cept  those  which  strike  at  the  existence 

J  and  self-respect  of  those  Dutch  farmers — 
terms  which  you  know  perfectly  well 
make  it  absolutely  certain  that  these  men, 
after  to-day,  will  continue  to  fight  to  the 
last  ditch,  and  that  they  will  not  surrender 
as  long  as  a  shot  is  left  in  the  locker. 
Where  is  the  wise  statesmanship  which 
we  are  told  governs  the  policy  of  this 
Government  at  the  present  time  ]  I  wish 
to  goodness  that  Mr.  Gladstone  were  alive. 
I  wish  to  goodness  that  Mr.  Gladstone 
were  directing  the  affairs  of  this  country, 
and  I  believe  the  necessity  for  this  money 
we  are  asked  for  to-night  would  not  have 
arisen.  Mr.  Gladstone  would  have  offered 
the  same  fair  and  honourable  terms  which 
commanded  the  respect  and  the  admira- 
tion of  the  world  when  the  Boers  in- 
flicted a  small  defeat  on  the  British  forces 
at  Majuba.  If  he  were  alive,  directing  the 
affairs  of  this  country,  what  terms  would 
he  not  have  made  when  appealed  to  by 
the  Presidents  of  these  two  Republics  in 
the  hour  of  British  victory  ?  He  would 
have  behaved  with  humanity,  and  would 
have  said  to  these  people,  "  Now  we  have 
demonstrated  our  strength ;  now  that  we 
have  got  205,000  British  troops  in  South 
Africa — more  than  one  for  each  of  your 
population ;  now  that  you  see  our  power, 
and  that  it  is  only  a  question  of  money 
when  we  can  subdue  you,  admit  you 
cannot  withstand  our  overwhelming 
forces  and  ask  for  peace."  Mt»  Glad- 
stone would  have  given  them  peace  on 
terms  which  would  have  secured  for  every 
British  subject  the  fullest  fair  play  for  the 
future,  and  would  have  given  them  peace 
upon  the  only  terms  on  which  you  can 
have  any  abiding  peace  in  South  Africa, 
and  on  terms  also  of  consideration  for  the 
self-respect  and  the  bravery  of  the  Dutch 
population   throughout  the    length   and 

I  breadth  of  South  Africa,  It  is 
all  very  well  to  ask  for  this 
thirty  millions  to  carry  on  the  war, 
and  enable  you  to  march  to  Pretoria  and 
hoist  your  flag  there,  and  to  destroy  the 
independence  of  these  two  countries. 
That  is  easy  enough  to  do.  You  may 
destroy  their  independence ;  you  may 
raze  Pretoria  to  the  ground ;  you  ni^y 
kill  every  soldier  in  the  armies  of  the  two 

I  Republics ;  but  will  that  guarantee  the 
permanent  peace  of  South  Africa  1    Will 
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that  guarantee  for  the  future  to  bring 
contentment  or  satisfaction  to  the  minds 
of  the  vast  concourse  of  Dutchmen  in 
Cape  Colony  and  Natal,  and  the  majority 
of  the  whole  population  in  South  Africa, 
who  are  Dutch  at  the  present  time  1  I 
say,  now  is  your  time  to  make  terms  of 
peace  regarding  which  the  Dutch  in  the 
Cape  and  Natal  will  be  able  to  say, 
"Well,  after  all,  these  English  people 
have  shown  us  their  enormous  power  and 
strength,  and  when  we  acknowledged  that 
and  asked  for  peace  they  were  magnani- 
mous and  generous  enough  to  give  us 
terms  of  peace  which  we  could  accept 
with  self-respect."  I  say  that  is  the 
policy  which  ought  to  actuate  Her 
Majesty's  Government,  and  which  would 
win  for  England  the  respect  of  Europe 
and  of  the  whole  world.  It  is  the  only 
policy  which  will  prevent  the  necessity  for 
fresh  military  operations  in  South  Africa. 
But  if  you  go  on  with  the  policy  that  the 
blood  of  the  British  lion  is  up,  and  that 
you  will  be  satisfied  with  nothing  but  to 
destroy  the  independence  of  these  two 
small  countries,  you  will  earn  the  con- 
tempt of  every  liberty-lovine  people  in 
every  part  of  the  world.  That  policy 
will  perpetuate  disaffection  throughout 
every  part  of  South  Africa,  and  will  make 
the  Dutch  in  Cape  Colony  and  Natal 
dissatisfied  with  your  rule  and  wait  for 
a  chance  of  striking  a  blow  for  that  inde- 
pendence which  thev  so  dearly  prize. 
There  is  one  point  which  always  appeals 
to  me  in  this  matter,  and  which  is  always 
overlooked  not  only  in  this  House  but  in 
the  country,  and  that  is  that  no  matter 
what  settlement  you  make  you  cannot 
help  the  whole  of  South  Africa  from  Cape 
Town  to  the  Zambesi  being  populated  by 
Dutch  people  and  English.  These  people 
will  have  to  live  for  the  future  in  South 
Africa.  Are  they  to  live  together  in 
peace,  respecting  each  other ;  or  are  they 
to  be  obliged  to  live,  as  we  have  been 
forced  to  do  in  Ireland,  not  loving  your 
rule  1  I  say  that,  Dutch  and  English 
having  to  live  together,  you  should  pursue 
a  policy  which  should  commend  itself  to 
them  in  the  hour  of  defeat — a  policy  of 
generosity  and  wisdom,  and  unless  you 
do  that  you  will  only  be  breeding  fresh 
trouble  for  this  country.  As  for  us  in 
Ireland,  we  object  to  this  war  as  being 
unjust ;  and,  therefore,  what  is  more 
natural  than  that  we  should  come  here 
and  object  to  pay  any  portion  of  the 
money  asked   for  these   military   opera- 

Mr.  JFiUuim  Ilcdmond, 


tions  1  Why,  it  is  hard  to  understand  the 
feeling  which  is  afloat  in  England  at  the 
present  time.  It  is  hard  to  understand 
that  this  is  what  is  called  free  fjigland  at 
all.  The  only  place,  so  far  as  I  can  see, 
where  any  man  in  this  free  country  can 
say  a  word  against  this  war  and  this 
enormous  taxation  is  the  House  of 
Commons.  [Hon.  Members  :  Hear, 
hear !]  Hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  rap- 
turously cheer  that  statement  of  mine, 
that  the  House  of  Commons  is  the  only 
place  where  a  word  can  be  said  against 
this  iniquitous  war  and  this  enormous  war 
expenditure,  by  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Member  for  Bodmin,  the  late 
Member  for  Plymouth,  and  many  others. 
If  they  attempt  to  exercise  the  right  of 
public  meeting  or  free  speech  in  free 
England  to-day,  what  is  the  result  ? 

*Mr.  SPEAKER:  The  hon.  Member 
cannot  discuss  the  right  of  public  meeting 
on  the  motion  before  the  House. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND :  I  have 
no  desire,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  do  anything 
but  obey  your  railing  in  this  matter.     I 
have  stated   that  these   meetings   were 
interfered  with,  for  the  purpose  of  show- 
ing that  the  only  place  where  our  pro- 
tests can  be  made  without  having  our 
persons  injured,  our  property  destroyed, 
and  the  houses  of  our  families  invaded  by 
a  war-like  mob,  is  the  House  of  Commons. 
Therefore  we  take  this  and  every  oppor- 
tunity of  entering   our  protest  against 
this  war.     I  say  the  time  wiU  come,  and 
it  is  not  very  far  distant,  when  there  may 
be  scenes   of    excitement    outside    this 
House    amongst   the  taxpayers  and  the 
working  people  of  this  country.      These 
scenes  of  excitement  will  not  be  created 
by  pouring  out  the  millions  of  the  taxes 
wrung  from  the  people  for  warlike  pre- 
parations;  but  they   will  be  caused   in 
years  to  come,  when  this  policy  of  crush- 
ing the  independence  of  the  South  African 
Republics  bears  its  fruit  in  continual  dis- 
turbances in   the   Continent  of  Africa, 
and    when    the    people    find    that    the 
only     return     they    get    for  this  enor- 
mous    expenditure     of    money,     is    to 
create  in  South  Africa    a   larger  and  a 
more  stubborn  Ireland   than  you    have 
here.  I  conclude  by  saying  that  the  right 
hon.   Gentleman  the   Chancellor  of    the 
Exchequer — impatient  as  he  may  be,  and 
impatient  as  his  friends  may  be  to  vote 
this  money — cannot  complain  if  we  pro- 
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t68t,  as  Irishmen,  against  having  anything 
to  do  with  this  Vote — in  the  first  place 
because  we  object  to  the  war,  and  in  the 
^second  place  because  Ireland  is  not  entitled 
in  any  way  to  be  asked  to  bear  a  share  of 
its  cost.  They  can  hardly  complain  of  us 
doing  that,  for  ever  since  the  session 
commenced  we  have  opposed  this  war. 
As  the  representative  of  one  of  the  Irish 
Nationalist  constituencies  I  enter  my 
protest,  and  I  care  very  little  whether  the 
supporters  of  the  Government  complain 
of  my  doing  so  or  not.  I  beg  to  move 
that  this  Bill  be  read  a  second  time  this 
day  six  months. 

Mr.  power  (Waterford,  E.) :  I  nse 
to  second  the  motion  of  my  hon.  friend. 
We  were  told  when  this  war  was  entered 
into  that  it  was  only  going  to  be  a  short 
war,  costing  something  like  £20,000,000. 
Those  of  us  who  knew  something  about 
the  Dutch  knew  that  it  was  not  going 
to  be  such  a  short  war,  and  I  thought 
that  the  Dutch  would  not  give  up  their 
independence  without  making  a  struggle 
to  fight  for  it.     We  all  know  with  what 
a  light  heart  this  war  was  entered  upon, 
and  we  were  told  that  our  troops  would 
be  in  Pretoria  by  Christmas.     But  what 
has   been   the  result  1    My  hon.  friend 
has  shown  how  this  system  of  loan  bam- 
boozles the  British  public,  and  they  are 
not  made    aware    by  it  of    what    this 
iniquitous   war  is  costing.     It  becomes 
our  duty — objecting  as  we   do  to  this 
war,   to  its  origin,  its  continuance,  and 
the    spirit    in    which    it    is   waged — as 
Nationalists  to  enter  our  protest  at  every 
stage  and   upon  every  occasion  against 
this  war.     We  have  little  or  no  interest 
in  the  expansion  of  your  Empire,  for  it 
can  bring  to  us  nothing  but  taxation. 
As  my  hon.  friend  has  proved,  the  very 
least  that  this  Bill  will  put  upon  Ireland 
will  be  a  burden  of  £3,000,000.     When 
we  consider  that  the  people  of   Ireland 
have  been    starving    for   ten    years   in 
the  west  of  Ireland,  and  we  cannot  get  a 
wretched  pittance  to  keep  the  life  in  our 
people,  then  it  is  our  stem  duty  to  say 
that  Ireland  is  hostile  to  this  country, 
and  that  we  object  to  any  taxation  which 
includes  any  payment  which  falls  upon 
the  already  overtaxed  people  of  Ireland. 
I  think  we  should  be  false    to  ourselves 
and  to  those  who  sent  us  here  if  we  did 
not   enter  our  protest.      Although    our 
numbers  may  be  small  owing  to  some  of 
our  supporters  having  to  go  elsewhere,  it 


will  be  the  duty  of  those  who  are  here  to 
protest  against  this  proposal,  and  show 
that  we  have  no  hand  or  part  in  con- 
tinuing a  war  which  will  bring  nothing 
but  misery  in  South  Africa,  and  which 
will  cost  our  own  people  an  enormous 
sum  of  tnoney. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  To  leave  out  the  word  '  now,*  and  at  the 
end  of  the  Question  to  add  the  words  *  upon 
thiB  day  six  months.*  "—(3fr.  William  Bed- 
inond. )  I 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  word 
*now  *  stand  part  of  the  Question." 

♦Sir     henry     FOWXER    (Wolver- 
hampton,  E.):   I   should  like   to  say  a 
word  or  two  upon  the  Bill  itself,  and  to 
invite  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer's 
attention  to  one  or  two  points  in  connection 
with  it.      I  must,  in  the  first  instance, 
congratulate  the  right  hon.   Gentleman 
upon  the  success  of  this  financial  opera- 
tion;  but  I  am  bound  to  qualify  that 
congratulation  with  the  expression  of  a 
doubt,  that  a  loan  which  is  so  popular,  not 
only  with  the  public  of  this  kingdom  but 
with  the  public  of  other  countries,  must  be 
a  remarkably  favourable  loan  to  those  who 
may   be  fortunate  enough   to  obtain   a 
share,    and    that    suggests  whether  the 
Treasury  in  settling  the  terms  of  the  loan 
have  done  in  the  matter  the  best  they  could 
for  the  public  Exchequer.     I  congratulate 
the  Chancellor  of  the   Exchequer  upon 
the  mode  in  which  he  has  issued  this  loan. 
I  approve,  and  I  think  the  House  and  the 
country  approve,  of  the  mode  in  which  he 
has  issued  the  loan,  for  he  has  appealed  to 
the  mass  of    the  people  and  they   have 
responded,  and  the  loan  is  not  weighted 
by  anv  heavy  intermediate  commission. 
The  Cfhancellor  of  the  Exchequer  will,  I 
am  sure,  contrast  his  experience  on  this 
occasion  with  the  not  very  satisfactory 
mode  in  which  the  last  money  obtained 
on  Gk)vernment  credit  was  raised — I  mean 
the  Local  Loans  Loan  which  was  raised 
in  the  month  of  January.   Within  a  very 
few  days  of   that  loan   being  issued  at 
£99  12s.   6d.,  I  think,  it  was  sold  in  the 
public  market  at  something  like  £2  or  £3 
premium,  and  it  stands  pretty  much  at 
that  figure  now. 

♦The  chancellor  of  the  EX- 
CHEQUER (Sir  M.  Hicks  Beach, 
Bristol,  W.) :  It  was  issued  by  tender. 
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*SiR  HENRY  FOWLER:  Yes,  by 
tender,  I  know ;  but  there  is  no  doubt  a 
limited  number  of  persons  formed,  to  use 
a  common  expression,  the  ring  by  which 
that  loan  was  manipulated.  At  all  events, 
this  is  -a  great  improvement  upon  that 
mode  of  procedure.  But  I  should  like 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  to  give 
us  his  reasons  why  he  has  not  adopted  on 
this  occasion,  in  any  shape  or  form,  the 
principle  of  the  terminable  annuity.  In 
the  second  clause  of  the  Bill  he  has 
provided,  as  far  as  Parliament  can  enact, 
that  at  the  expiration  of  ten  years  from 
the  present  time,  this  loan  shall  be 
redeemed  on  the  payment  of  £100  ster- 
ling and  the  payment  of  all  arrears  of 
interest.  He  has  also  provided  that  the 
cost,  both  the  principal  and  interest,  of 
this  loan  should  not  be  a  charge  on  the 
sum  of  £23,000,000  which  is  the  per- 
manent annual  charge  for  the  National 
Debt,  but  that  the  interest  and  the 
principal  will  have  to  be  met  outside 
the  debt  charge.  I  should  like  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  to  say  if 
I  am  right  in  that,  namely,  that  the 
£23,000,000  will  be  raised  and  applied 
outside  this  debt  which  will  have  to  be 
provided  for  outside  that  sum.  I  think 
that  is  a  satisfactory  provision.  At 
the  same  time,  I  think  it  would  have  been 
better  if  the  principle  of  annuity  could 
have  been  introduced  into  this  loan.  I 
know  the  Treasury  has  a  very  strong 
objection  to  terminable  annuities,  but  I 
should  like  the  Treasury  to  appeal  to  the 
public.  I  have  always  held  the  opinion 
that  if  the  general  public  had  a  chance  of 
tendering  for  these  annuities  there  is  a 
class  of  persons  who  would  come  to  the 
aid  of  the  Treasury  and  avail  themselves 
of  securing  a  fixed  sum  annually  for 
a  limited  period.  That  I  know  is  not 
a  popular  view  in  the  Treasury,  and 
I  should  like  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  to  say  whether  anything  out- 
side the  sentiment  and  prejudice  of  the 
Treasury  has  induced  him  to  abandon 
the  principle  of  annuity  on  this  occasion, 
because  the  principle  of  annuity  would 
secure  the  annual  liquidation  of  a  portion 
of  the  debt.  Now,  I  should  like  to  say  a 
word  upon  our  position  with  reference  to 
this  loan.  I  do  not  think  that  until  the 
war  expenditure  has  come  to  an  end  we 
are  able  to  say  exactly  what  proportion 
will  have  to  be  met  by  loan  and  what  propor- 
tion will  have  to  be  met  by  taxation.  I  think 
that  the  general  opinion  of  the  House  and 


^  of  the  country  is  that  the  Chancellor  of 
I  the  Exchequer  has,  at  all  events,  so  far  as 
j  this  operation  is  concerned,  very  fairly 
combined  the  two  principles  of  taxing  the 
'  taxpayer  of  to-day  and  also  of  charging 
I  the  general  finance  of  the  country  with  a 

r)rtion  of  this  expenditure  by  way  of  loan, 
think  my  right  hon.  friend  the  Member 
for  West  Monmouth  said  that  this  was 
the  largest  borrowing  that  has  been  made, 
certainly  for  purposes  of  this  description, 
for  something  like  forty  years. 

♦Sir  M.  hicks  BEACH  :  Since  1815. 

♦Sir  HENRY  FOWLER:  I  think 
we  are  entitled,  in  passing  such  a 
measure,  to  look  at  what  really  is 
the  financial  position  of  the  country. 
Of  course  we  are  cautioned  against 
optimism  or  pessimism  -with  respect  to 
our  military  operations.  The  feeling  of 
the  country  to-day  is  that  the  moment 
that  anything  very  successful  happens 
the  people  are  in  a  very  optimistic  frame 
of  mind,  and  the  moment  that  anything 
not  very  successful  takes  place  they  are 
plunged  in  the  depths  of  despair.  [Cries 
of  "  No,  no  !  "]  Well,  perhap  that  is  too 
strong  a  word ;  I  will  say  the  depths  of 
gloom.  But  so  far  as  finance  is  con- 
cerned we  must  look  at  the  matter 
from  another  point  of  ^iew  alto- 
gether. We  must  deal  with  the 
matter  really  from  the  point  of 
view  of  the  position  of  the  country  ;  and 
I  desire  to  quote  a  figure  or  two  to  the 
House  upon  that  point.  My  right  hon. 
friend  the  Member  for  West  Monmouth 
contrasted  the  present  proposals  with 
those  which  were  made  in  1857  when  Sir 
George  Cornewall  Lewis  wound  up  the 
expenditure  on  the  Crimean  War.  But 
in  contrasting  that  position  ^\^th  the  posi- 
tion to-day  we  ought  also  to  look  at  the 
financial  position  of  the  country  to-day 
and  its  financial  position  then,  arid  w'e 
must  remember  that  the  expenditure  of 
this  I  country  and  the  amount  raised  in 
taxation  has  enormously  increased  in  the 
last  thirty,  forty,  or  fifty  years.  GSoing 
back  only  twenty-five  years — to  1874  or 
1875 — the  gross  revenue  of  the  country 
was  something  like  £75,OOOiOOO.  The 
other  night  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer spoke  of  the  receipts  oi  last  year, 
receipts  which  had  nothing  to  do  with  the 
war,  as  £125,000,000.  Therefore,  we  have 
an  increased  revenue  and  an  increased  ex- 
penditure of  something  like  J&40,000y000 
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or  £50,000,000  in  that  period,  coming  I  is  that  the  real  net  liability  of  the  State 
put  of  the  taxation  of  the  country,  is  something  over  £600,000,000.  Wheiv 
But  there  is  another  item  in  the  account,  j  we  are  asked  b}  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
Since  the  Crimean  War,  and  since  a  much  .  ment  to  sanction  for  the  purj-Mj^e  of  this 
later  period,  there  is  a  class  of  taxation  j  war  an  addition  to  that  debt  ot 
and  a  class  of  expenditure  which  has  '  £30,000,000,  the  financial  authorities  of 
arisen  in  this  country,  and  year  by  year  |  the  country  are  entitled  to  take  up  the 
until  it  has  approached  a  gigantic  amount,  position  that,  ha\'ing  regard  to  the  finan- 
I  refer  to  local  rates.  It  has  already  a  '  cial  position  of  the  country  n&  a  whole,, 
national  debt  of  its  own,  and  contrasts  and  to  the  fact  that  the  burdew 
not  most  favourably  with  the  National  i  of  taxation  is  now  so  fairly  ad- 
Debt  of  the  country.  It  must  be  remem-  justed  between  all  classes  of  taxpayers 
bered  that  the  ratepayers  and  the  tax- '  and  so  wisely  levied  in  the  manner  in 
payers  are  the  same  people,  and  this  \vhich  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
year  the  ratepayers  of  England  and  and  the  Member  for  West  Monmouth- 
vVales  are  called  upon  to  pay  in  rates  j  shire  explained  to  the  House  the  pressure 
upwards  of  40  millions  sterling.  That  of  that  taxation  is  very  slightly  felt ;  and 
is  in  addition  to  the  subventions  f rom  |  as  this  debt  of  £30,000,000  is  to  be  paid 
the  Treasury,  to  the  share  in  Imperial ,  off  in  ten  years — a  promise  which  I  hope 
taxation,  which  are  given  to  local  bodies.  \  will  be  faithfully  redeemed,  and  it  will 
I  find  no  fault  with  that  expenditure,  be  redeemed  if  Chancellors  of  the  Ex- 
In  fact,  I  am  a  strong  advocate  of  it.  chequer  only  stand  firm  and  do  not  give 
I  think  it  is  an  expenditure  that  way  to  the  criticisms  of  either  friends  or 
will  increase,  and  ought  to  increase,  opponents — I  think  the  House  is  assent- 
But,  when  you  are  regarding  the  ing  to  a  financial  arrangement  to  which 
burdens  of  the  present  taxpayers  and  there  is  no  just  ground  of  complaint,  and 
ratepayers,  you  must  look  all  round,  and  which  will  meet  with  the  general  approval 
you  must  remember  that  the  125  millions  of  the  people, 
of   the  Chancellor  of  the   Exchequer  is  ; 

between  forty  and  fifty  millions  short  Mr.  COHEN  (Islington,  E.) :  I  do  not 
of  the  real  amount  to  be  paid  by  the  '  think  the  raising  of  a  loan  of  £30,000,000 
taxpayers  of  this  country.  Now  I  take  will  be  a  very  difficult  operation  to  aa 
the  figures  so  far  as  the  National  Debt  >  Empire  with  such  resources  as  our  own. 
is  concerned,  and  that  perhaps  is  more  ^  I  think  my  right  hon.  friend  is  to  be 
germane  to  the  present  Bill.  In  1837,  the  '  congratulated  on  the  success  which  has 
year  the  Queen  came  to  the  Throne,  the  attended  the  issue  of  the  loan.  I  only 
National  Debt  was  £843,000,000,  and  if  hope  he  will  be  able  so  to  influence  those 
the  local  loans  then  outstanding  for  a  |  who  probably  now  have  the  direction  of 
small  amo\nit  and  the  balances  at  the  the  operation  that  as  far  as  possible  the 
Exchequer  are  deducted  from  that  i  loan  may  be  placed  in  the  hands  of 
amount  the  real  net  National  Debt  at  small  investors,  and  I  was  *  going  (6 
that  date  was  £843,000,000.  I  take  say  the  British  public  as  distinguished 
another  date.  At  the  close  of  the  from  the  more  powerful  and  wealthy 
Crimean  AVar  the  National  Debt  was  financiers,  but  I  believe  I  ought  to  say 
£842,000,000.  Against  that  there  were  »  the  British  aMd  Irish  public.  We  have 
assets    amounting  to  £23,000,000,  and,    been   told  that  from  every  part  of  Her 


therefore,  the  real  National  Debt  was 
under  £820,000,000.  AVhat  was  the 
National  Debt  last  year?      On  the  5th 


Majesty's  dominions  applications  have 
poured  in,  and  notwithstanding  what  the 
hon.  Member  for  East  Clare  savs,  if  we 


of  April,  1899,  the  gross  liabilities  of  were  allowed  to  inquire  into  the  soiu*ces  of 
the  State  amounted  to  £635,000,000.  the  applications  I  believe  a  great  many  of 
The  generation  that  has  been  taxpaying  the  applications  would  be  found  to  have 
between  1857  and  now  has  borne  the  emanated  from  Ireland.  In  congratulating 
biuxlen  of  that  large  reduction  of  taxa-  ,  my  right  hon.  friend  on  the  success  ana 
tion  ;  taxpayei-8  have  discharged  their  '  skill  of  this  operation,  I  would  only  say,, 
share  of  the  debt,  so  far  as  paying  it  off  with  regard  to  the  extremely  interesting 
is  concerned,  within  that  period.  We  .figures  which  have  been  read  out  by  the 
have  now  assets  amounting  in  roimd  right  hon.  Gentleman  opposite,  that  I 
figures  to  £27,000,000,  and,  therefore,  think  there  is  one  moral  and  one  lesson 
cur  fin^^'f^'*.'"!  po^'t'o?i  at  the  present  t?rne    which  on'^ht  to  be  deeply  taken  to  heart 
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by  Chancellors  of  the  Exchequer,  from 
whatever  quarter  of  the  House  they 
liappen  to  come.  I  mean  the  matter  to 
which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  referred 
when  he  pointed  out  that,  although  now 
we  were  more  wealthy,  we  had  less  debt 


City  who  are  able  to  take  up  a  large 
amount  of  stock  get  allotments.  If  the 
money  is  to  be  distributed  let  it  be 
among  the  poor  instead  of  among  wealthy 
gentlemen  in  the  City.  I  am  not  going 
into  the  policy  of  this  war  at  the  present 


to  bear.  It  is  true  that  we  are  more  moment — I  have  done  so  before ;  but  we 
wealthy,  but  if  we  had  the  same  debt  to  '  have  had  a  document  presented  to  us  to- 
bear  our  greater  expenditure  would  cause  i  day — the  despatch  which  has  been  sent 
a  great  deal  more  pressure  on  the  taxpayers  by  Her  Majesty's  Government  to  the 
of  this  country.  Therefore,  while  I  am  the  Presidents  of  the  two  Republics — which 
first  to  recognise  that  when  the  nation  may  certainly  alter  the  \iews  of  a  great 
is  at  war  the  greater  part,  if  not  the  many  persons  in  regard  to  this  war.  It 
whole,  cost  of  the  war  may  legitimately  be  |  must  clearly  be  understood  that,  while 
raised  by  borrowing,  and  by  suspending  i  a  great  many  of  us  on  this  side  of 
the  Sinking  Fund,  still,  I  earnestly  pray  i  the  House  do  not  assent  for  one 
that,  except  on  these  occasions,  the  policy  '  moment  either  to  the  grounds  which  the 
of  reducing  the  Debt  of  the  country  will  Government  have  given  for  going  into 
go  on  in  the  future,  and  be  religiously  !  this  war  or  to  the  scope  which  they  in- 
land diligently  carried  out.  '  tend  at  present  to  give  to  the  war,  at  the 

I  present  moment  these  two  Republics  are 
Mr.  LABOUCHERE  (Northampton)  :  |  fighting,  rightly  or  wrongly,  for  their  inde- 
I  see  from  the  newspapers  that  the  loan  |  pendence,  and  we  are  carrying  on  the  war 
which  was  issued  at  98 1  is  already  at  2  J  |  in  order  to  destroy  the  independence  of 
per  cent,  premium.  Therefore  the  right  these  two  Republics.  I  have  never  heard 
hon.  Gentleman  is  in  the  position  of  being  i  in  modem  times  of  such  an  intention 
Able  to  distribute  to  those  who  get  the  loan  avowed  in  regard  to  a  war.  The  last 
the  comfortable  little  sum  of  £750,000.  \  time  an  independent  country  was  blotted 
Well,  I  am  not  complaining  of  the  Chan-  out  of  existence  was  the  case  of  Poland, 
cellor  of  the  Exchequer  bringing  it  out  at  and  surely  we  ought  not  to  take  the  case 
the  issue  price.  I  am  perfectly  aware  that  of  Poland  as  an  example.  There  have 
it  is  always  necessar}'^  to  bring  out  what  is  i  been  many  wars  since  then,  and  I  do 
intended  for  a  popular  loan  below  what  i  not  remember  one  single  instance  in 
the  actual  price  would  be,  because,  which  a  foreign  and  independent  country 
naturally,  financiers  are  not  anxious  at  was  destroyed  by  the  victorious  belli- 
any  particular  moment  to  buy  Consols,  gerent.  We  had  a  case  a  little  while  ago 
But  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  with  respect  to  Greece.  I  am  not  one  of 
when  he  was  making  a  speech  on  this  those  who  have  so  high  an  opinion  of  the 
loan,  said  he  would  have  special  con-  i  Sultan  of  Turkey  that  I  would  have 
sideration  for  the  smaller  applicants.  ,  objected  if  you  had  sent  an  ultimatum, 
Well,  I  hope  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex-  and  if  you  had  caused  us  to  spend  money 
ohequer  will  thoroughly  carry  out  that ,  and  blood  to  prevent  Turkey  from  absorb- 
view,  for  certainly  if  this  £750,000  is  to  ing  Greece  if  it  had  been  the  intention  of 
distributed  among  the  public  of  this  the  Sultan  to  do  so ;  but  that  was  not  pro- 
country,  it  is  more  desirable  that  it  posed.  We  have  to  take  the  opinion 
should  go  into  a  great  many  pockets  not  only  of  Europe  but  of  a  large  majority 
than  into  a  very  few.  Therefore  I  of  Americans — we  have  to  take  the 
"hope  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  will '  opinion  of  the  whole  civilised  world*  and 
tell  us  that  he  will  proceed  on  this  system  :  i  you  will  find  that  they  will  protest  against 
that  he  will  first  allot  in  full  to  all  i  this  attack  on  the  rights  of  independent 
who  have  applied  for,  sav,  £100  worth  of  countries.  I  have  been  against  this  war 
the  stock ;  that  he  ^vill  then  take  those  all  along,  but  I  perfectly  understood  the 
who  have  applied  for  £200,  and  that  he  position  of  Gentlemen  opposite — it  was 
will  distribute  it  in  this  way  among  the  a  most  difficult  position — when,  whether 
greatest  number  of  people  he  possibly  the  war  was  just  or  unjust,  whether  it  was 
can.  I  think  that  would  only  be  fair  ,  our  fault  or  the  fault  of  the  Boers,  they 
And  in  accordance  with  the  expression  were  in  our  territory,  and  it  was  absolutely 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  used.  '  necessary  to  drive  them  out.  I  also 
One  of  the  troubles  of  these  loans  has  1  understood  those — though  I  cannot  say 
been  that  some  great  plutocrats   in  the    I  quite  shared  in  it — who  thought  that 
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our  arms    had    suffered   in  prestige.     I 
did    not    think    so    myself.      I    had    a 
higher  opinion  of  the  valour  of  English- 
men than  perhaps  hon.  Gentlemen  oppo- 
site.    Still,  my  respect  ?.nd  my  belief  in 
the  prestige  of  English  arms  was  not  in 
any  way  destroyed.     I  can  understand 
that  military  gentlemen  in  some  sort  of 
way  wished  to  have  an  opportunity  before 
the  war  was  over  of  re-establishing  that 
prestige.     The  Boers  have  been  driven 
out  of  our  territory.     [Cries  of  "  No !  "] 
Well,  perhaps  there  may  be  half  a  dozen 
Boers  hanffing  about,  but  for  all  practical 
purposes  they  have  been  driven  out,  and 
the  British  Army  is  now  invading  their 
territories.     If  you  will  take  the  trouble 
to  read  the  despatch  of  the  Presidents  of 
the  two  Republics  you  will  see  the  terms 
on   which  they  are  willing  to  see  peace 
restored.     It  will  be  admitted  that  we 
have  practically  driven  them  out  of  our 
territory.     Unaer  these  circumstances  I 
cannot,     for     myself,    understand   what 
^t>und  you  have  for  continuing  this  war. 
Can  you  tell  me  of  any  war  in  which  the 
vanquished  side    asked    for  terms,   and 
were     told     that     the     victors     would 
only    grant    terms    in    the    capital     of 
the  defeated  country,  and  on  condition  of 
their    surrendering  their  independence  J 
I  call  this  thing  an  iniquity.      I  call  this 
a   positive    iniquity.     [Cries  of  "  Oh  !  "1 
Well,  hon.  Gentlemen  may  say  "  Oh  ! "  if 
they  like,  but  I  regard  it  as  an  iniquity 
and  a  disgrace  to  this  country  to  propose 
such  terms.      Perhaps    the    question  of 
iniquity  does  not  appeal  to  hon.  Gentlemen 
opposite.    It  is  not  only  a  crime,  it  is  also 
a  blunder.      I  do  not  believe  this  is  the 
way  to  establish  peace  and  harmony  and 
good  feeling  in  South  Africa.     I  cannot 
forget  that  the   majority  in    our    own 
colonies  are  of  Dutch  extraction.  Although 
they  have  been  loyal  for  nearly  a  century 
to    this   country,    and   are  prepared  to 
remain  loyal,  their  sympathies  are  entirely 
with  their  kith  and  kin,  and  if  you  wipe 
out    the    independence    of    these     two 
Republics,   you    will    create   a  state  of 
things    in    South    Africa   under    which 
you    will   have    to    maintain    your  rule 
by   the    8\Yord    not  for    a    short    time, 
but    for    a  long    time.      In    these   cir- 
cumstances   I    cannot     help    rising    to 
register  my  protest  at  the  earliest  oppor- 
tunity  against    the    despatch    sent    by 
Lord  Salisbury  to  the  Presidents  of    the 
two  Republics.     There  are   many  who 
share  with  you  the  belief  that  this  is  a 
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just  and  necessary  war,  there  are  many 
who  were  with  you  in  driving  these 
people  out  of  our  territories,  and  who 
wished  to  establish  our  prestige ;  but  I 
very  much  doubt  whether  the  country, 
who  are  called  upon  to  pay  this  enormous 
taxation  and  to  sacrifice  the  blood  of  the 
soldiers,  will  be  with  you  in  the  further 
prosecution  of  this  war.  I  do  wish  a 
better  spirit  existed  among  hon.  Gentle- 
men opposite  and  the  Government  of  the 
coimtry.  You  are  at  present  appealing 
to  the  lowest  passions  outside  of  this 
House.  I  do  not  believe  you  will  suc- 
ceed in  the  long  run.  It  may  be  that 
the  people  will  be  carried  away  by  "  the 
feeling  which  at  present  exists  among 
Englishmen,  but  in  the  long  run  they  wiu 
see  that  they  have  been  fooled  into  this 
war  by  the  vilest  body  of  financiers  that 
ever  existed  in  this  world,  and  that  the 
opportunity  had  been  taken  to  lay  hold 
of  the  territory  and  gold,  which  Lord 
Salisbury  himself  boasted  we  did  not 
wish  for. 

Mr.  VICARY  GIBBS  (Hertfordshire, 
St.  Albans) :  On  this  side  of  the  House 
we  are  not  prepared  to  accept  the  hon. 
Member    for  Northampton   either  as  a 
moralist  or  a  prophet.      I   quite  agreed 
with  the  concluding  part  of  his  speech, 
and  it  was  the  only  part  I  did  agree  with, 
that  this  is  not  the  proper  time  for  such  a 
speech.     The  purpose  for  which  I  rose  was 
to  answer  the  criticisms  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  East  Wolver- 
hampton.     In  complimenting  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  on  the  success  of 
the  loan,   he  said  that  its   very  success 
pointed  to  the  fact  that  the  Chancellor  of 
the   Exchequer  had  not  altogether  safe- 
guarded the  interests  entrusted  to  him, 
and  that  he  might  have  issued  the  loan  a 
little  higher.  It  is  very  easy  for  my  right 
hon.  friend  or  anyone  else  to  be  wise  after 
the  event.     I  wish  to  point  out  that  in. 
loans  of  this  kind  it  is  quite  impossible  to 
hit    the    happy  mean,    the  exact  point 
which  will  make  a  successful  issue,  and 
yet    not       waste      a       penny      which 
might      have     been    saved.      No    one 
who  comes  from  that  part  of  the   City 
I  come  from  will  say  that  what  I  say  is 
not  true.     The  hon.  Gentleman  himself 
objects  to  the  tender  system,  but  I  know 
perfectly  well  if  he  had  been  where  the 
UhanceUor  of  the  Exchequer  is  he  would 
have  done  exactly  what  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  has  done.   There  was  only  one 
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'part  of  the  speech  of  the  hoii.  Member  for 
Northampton  germane  to  the  subject. 
That  was  in  regard  to  the  giving  of  full 
allotments  to  the  small  investors.  I  quite 
recognise  the  propriety  and  the  desir- 
ability of  the  small  investors  having  this 
'oan  if  they  can  take  it,  but  anyone  who 
oas  studied  financial  matters  knows  per- 
fectly well  that  neither  this  nor  any  other 

,  Government  can  rely  for  their  success  on 
the  small  investors  alone.  If  they  were 
to  take-  the  step  of  giving  £100,  £200, 
£300,  and  so  on  to  everyone  who  applied 
for  these  sums,  and  then  issuing  letters  of 
regret  to  everybody  else  th^y  would  give 
the  impression  that  those  who  applied  for 
a  large  amount  would  not  get  an  allotment. 
They  would  thus  discourage  those  capi- 
talists and  plutocrats — "bloated,"  I  think, 
is  the  term  generally  applied  to  them— 
who,  though  they  may  be  a  m^yst  unplea- 
.*^ant  feature  of  modern  civilisation,  are 
a  painful  and  disagreeable  necessity  to 
dxiy  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  if 
you  are  to  carry  on  the  finahcial  busi- 
ness of  the  country.  It  would  not  be 
fair  to  them,  it  would  be  monstrous,  not 
to  give  them  allotments.  I  have  heard 
pro  rata  allotments  advocated.  It  would 
be  equally  unfair  to  shut  out   big  men 

-altogether — those   who    cover    the    loan' 
over  and  over  again.     When  people  see 
iin  enormous  amount  of  applications  they 
must  remember  that  these  applicants  know 

..  they  will  receive  only  part  of  what  they 

.apply  for.  I  hope  the  House  will  excuse 
me  if  I  have  taken  up  their  time,  for  I 

,  have  spme  means  of  knowing  something 
about  these  matters. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  (Lynn  Regis): 
The  Member  for  Northampton  owes  a 
debt  of  gratitude  to  his  constituents, 
because  they  have  enabled  him  to  make 
speeches  in  this  House  which  they  would 
not  listen  to  themselves.  How  long 
they    will    enable    him    to   make    such 

.  speeches  is  a  question  which  will  shortly 
be  decided  between  him  and  them.  In 
.,  referring  to  the  position  of  the  Transvaal 
and  the  Orange  Free  State,  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber used  misleading  analogies,  which 
demand  a  short  word  in  repl  7.     Poland 

•  was  divided  by  Austria,  Russia,  and 
Prussia,  but  did  Poland  invade  Austria, 
Russia,  and  Prussia  ]  There  was  a  con- 
spiracy against  Poland  by  which  they 
secrotly  partitioned  that  country.  The 
case  was  very  different  here.  It  is  the 
Boers  who  have   invaded  our  territory. 

V 

Mr,  Vicar y  Gibbs, 


It  is  we  who,  up  to  the  present 
moment,  have  been  repelling  invasion. 
The  last  message  from  the  Presidents 
seems  to  be  not  less  insulting  than  the 
ultimatum  by  which  they  began  this  war, 
and  certainly  it  is  a  deal  more  bjrpo- 
critical.  Nobody  can  say  that  that 
message  is  a  reason  for  taking  a  more 
favourable  view  of  the  Republics  than  we 
previously  entertained.  With  regard  to  this 
loan,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Mem- 
ber for  East  Wolverhampton  understated 
his  case  when  he  added  only  £40,000,000 
to  the  local  expenditure.  I  obtained  the 
figures  last  year  for  not  only  England, 
Scotland,  and  Wales,  but  also  Ireland, 
and  after  deducting  a  contribution  of 
£12,000,000  for  the  central  Government, 
I  made  the  total  local  expenditure 
£85,000,000.  Some  part  of  that  is  what 
is  called  reproductive  expenditure,  but  it 
does  not  always  reproduce.  The  total 
gross  expenditure  I  reckoned  to  be 

Sir  HENRY  FOWLER :  I  did  not 
say  expenditure ;  I  said  rates. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES :  There  are 
other  kinds,  we  know,  raised  by  toll  and 
so  on.  I  wish  to  make  only  one  remark 
about  the  local  debt.  For  years  past,  as 
the  National  Debt  has  been  increasing,  the 
local  debt  has  been  increasing  in  a  larger 
proportion.  Undoubtedly  that  must  be 
taken  into  account,  although  possibly  the 
National  Debt  may  soon  outstrip  in 
rapidity  of  movements  even  the  local 
debt.  It  is  important  that  the  House 
should  remember  that  this  £30,000,000 
is  not  the  whole  of  the  indebtedness  which 
will  be  added  by  this  war.  In  addition 
to  the  £30,000,000  War  Loan,  there  are 
£5,000,000  which  the  right  hon.  Gentle 
man  has  diverted  from  the  repayment  of 
the  National  Debt  in  the  shape  of  the 
saving  realised  last  year. 

Sir  WILLIAM  HARCOURT  (Mon- 
mouthshire, W.) :  There  were  £8,000,000 
more  last  year. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  :  £5,000,000 
saving.  There  were  £10,000,000  voted 
last  year;  but  I  am  dealing  with  the 
present  year.  It  is  true  the  right  hon. 
Grentleman  does  not  intend  these 
£30,000,000  to  be  a  permanent  addition 
to  the  Debt,  though,  I  take  it,  the  interest 
will  act  that  way.  The  interest  will  be 
something  like  £825,000  a  year,  and  he 
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mj|U9t  get  that  J&825,000  out  of  taxation,  I 
presume.  As  to  this  £30,000,000,  the 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  proposes  to  re- 
pay it  within  ten  years.  How  is  he  going 
to  do  it  t  First  of  all  he  trusts  in  the 
^Idmiues  of  the  Transvaal.  If  they  will 
not  find  the  money  he  trusts  in  Providence 
And  the  taxpayers.  But  finally  it  comes 
to  this — he  will  have  to  add  it  to  the 
National  Debt.  What  he  will  finally  fall 
back  upon  will  be  terminable  annuities, 
the  renewal  of  which  will  mean  practi- 
cally an  addition  to  the  National 
Debt.  We  hope  it  will  not  come  to  that, 
^nd  possibly  it  may  not.  There  is  another 
point.  The  House  must  not  run  away 
with  the  idea  that  we  are  getting  this 
money  at  2J  per  cent.  The  loan  is  for 
£30,000,000,  but  we  are  getting  only 
£29,500,000,  because  the  loan  is  issued 
At  98^.  That  would  return  £29,550,000, 
but  the  broker's  percentage  and  the 
.advertising  and  other  expenses,  which 
would  certainly  amount  to  £50,000,  are 
to  be  paid  by  the  State.  Ten  years  hence 
for  that  £29,500,000  we  shall  have  to 
repay  £30,000,000.  Consequently  the 
interest  is  really  more  than  2|  per  cent. 
No  doubt  this  loan  might  have  been 
offered  at  a  premium,  but  that  would  have 
been  a  mistake.  No  doubt  also  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  might  have 
issued  Consols  instead  of  a  separate  loan, 
but  that,  too,  would  have  been  a  mistaka 
My  belief  is  that,  on  the  whole,  although 
it  does  appear  as  if  we  were  paying  a 
little  more  than  the  public  actually  would 
ilemand,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
has  taken  the  right  course,  and  he  and  the 
coimtry  are  to  be  congratulated  upon  the 
readiness  with  which  the  loan  has  beeu 
subscribed. 

Mr.  DAVID  MacIVER  (Liverpool, 
Kirkdale) :  The  hon.  Gentleman  opposite 
said  that  the  Boers  had  been  fooled  into  this 
war.  There  is  a  great  deal  of  truth  in  that 
statement.  They  have  baen  fooled  into 
the  war  largely  by  the  speeches  of  Gentle- 
men sitting  on  the  other  side  of  the 
House,  and  they  are  fooled  at  present  to 
continue  the  war  by  the  same  means.  It 
is  the  old  case  over  again  of  the  telegram 
to  the  King  of  Greece.  If  those  Gentle 
men,  instead  of  speaking  as  they  have 
clone,  were  plainly  to  tell  their  friends  the 
Boers  that  the  sooner  they  submit  and 
throw  themselves  upon  the  mercy  of  this 
covuitry  the  better,  they  would  be  doing 
something-  practical  towards  bringing  this 


war  to  a  close.     If  such  a  course  were 
taken  this  nation  would  be  generous  as 
well  as  just ;  but  it  does  seem  to  me,  as 
representing  a  businesslike  constituency, 
that  it  is  the  duty  of  this  country  to  be 
just  before  one  speaks  of  generosity.     I 
do  not  altogether  like  the  financial  pro- 
posals of  the  Governmeot  in  so  far  as  they 
relate  to  increased  taxation,  but  as  regards 
this   particular  measure   I   heartily  and 
cordially  concur,  and  would  add  my  con- 
gratulations to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  for 
the  admirable  way  in  which  he  has  managed 
to  make  the   loan  a  success.     Whatever 
diflference  of  view  there  maybe  on  the  ques- 
tion of  taxation,  there  can  be  no  question 
that  the  Government  have  done  the  best 
that  was  possible  in    the  circumstances. 
But  there  are  many  people  in  this  country 
who    sympathise    with ,  the    motion    I 
ventured  a  little  while  a^o  to  put  on  the 
Paper,  which  stated  that  it  was  not  desir- 
able that  any  portion  of  the  expenditure 
upon  the   war  should  be  cast  upon  the 
British    taxpayer,    and    suggested    that 
sooner  or  later  the  whole  of    the  war 
expenditure  should  be  met  by  a  loan,  of 
which    the    interest    and    sinking    fund 
should  be  paid  from  the  resources  of  those 
territories    which     have    hitherto    been 
known  as  the  Transvaal  Republic  and  the 
Orange  Free  State.     That  is  my  view  to- 
day, and   I  do  not  see  anything  in  this 
Bill   which  is  inconsistent   with   such  a 
view.     This  is  not  the  moment,  however, 
to  urge  that  question    by  dividing  the 
House  upon  it,  as  such  a  course  would  be 
misconstrued.     But  I  think  the  Govern- 
ment will  make  a  mistake  if  they  do  not 
take  into  account  the  large  body  of  public 
opinion  which  is  really  at  the  back  of  the 
suggestion  I  made.     I  have  received  from 
many    parts  of    the  country,  quite  un- 
solicited and  unexpected,  expressions  of 
accord  with  the  views  I  have  ventured  to 
express,  and   I  simply  leave  the  matter 
with  the  Government  as  one  which  should 
be  considered  at  the  proper  time. 

♦The  CHANCELLOR  of  the  EX- 
CHEQUER (Sir  M.  Hicks  Beach,  Bristol, 

I  W.) :  I  do  not  intend  at  all  to  enter 
into  the  question  of  the  war  or  the  ques- 
tion of  taxation.  I  simply  rise  for 
the  purpose  of  thanking  hon.  Members 
for  the  approval  which  they  have  been 
good  enough  to  accord  to  my  effort.-  in 

i  this  matter,  and  of  referiing  to  one  or 

I  two    points    raised    by    the    righi    hon. 

,  Gentleman  the  Member  fcr  En  si  VVolver- 
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hampton.     He  asked  me  why  I  did  not 
endeavour  to  deal  with  this  question  by 
means     of     terminable    annuities.       He 
seemed  to  think  that  there  was  a  rooted 
objection  at  the  Treasury  to  terminable 
annuities,  and  that,  therefore,  that  was  the 
reason  why  I  did  not  endeavour  to  raise 
this  loan  in  that  way.     I  can  assure  the 
right    hon.  Gentleman   t>at   there  is  no 
such  objection,  either  at  the  Treasury  or 
in  my  own  mind.     If  I  could  have  raised 
this  loan   by   terminable   annuities,  if  I 
could  have  converted  a  large  portion  of 
the  existing  funded  debt  into  terminable 
annuities,  I  should   have  been  delighted 
to    do    so,    provided     those    terminable 
annuities   were    taken   up  by  the  public 
at  large  ;  but  that  is  precisely  what  the 
public  will  never  do.      It  is  absolutely 
impossible  to  induce   the   public  to  any 
large       extent      to       take      terminable 
annuities,     and     it     would    have    been 
a     terrible     mistake     to     attempt     to 
obtain  30  millions  in  that  way.    The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  has  suggested  in  a  very 
good-natured  way  that  we  have  paid  too 
much  for  this  loan.  Well,  that  is  perfectly 
true.      I   was    informed    to-day   by   the 
Grovernment  broker  that  the  loan  as  it 
stands  is  at  a  premium  of  1  ?  on  the  results 
of  the  applications,  and  of  course  every- 
one knows  that  the  amount  asked  for  has 
been  subscribed  ten  times  over.      But  I 
am  not  at  all  ashamed — ^and  after  what 
has  been  said  this  evening  I  think  I  have 
no  cause  to  be  ashamed — of  the  price  at 
which   the  loan  was  issued.     What  was 
the  position  with  which  I  had  to  deal  ]     I 
had  to  provide  ^30,000,000.     That  is  a 
very  large  sum — the  largest  loan   which 
has  ever  been  contracted  by  this  country 
in  one  sum  since  1815.      With  universal 
consent,  I  decided  that  it  was  better  that 
that   sum  should  be  raised  by  stock  or 
bonds   for  a  shorter   term   than   by    an 
issue    of    Consols.      I  think  I  may  also 
claim  to  have  obtained  universal  consent 
to  the  principle  that,  having  to  raise  so 
large  a  sum,  it  was  better  to  issue  the 
loan   at  a  fixed  price   than   attempt  to 
raise  it  by  tender.      I  cordially  desired 
that    it    should    be    taken    up    by    the 
public    at    large;    and    that    it    should 
be  widespread   throughout   the  country. 
Wo   have   taken  every  possible   step  to 
se<nire  that  result,  and  up  to  last  night 
there  had  been  *i  8,000  separate  applica- 
tions oi  individuals  for  participating  in 
the  loan — applications    coming   from  all 
parts  of  the  country.     I  hope  that  before 

Sir  M,  Hicks  Beach, 


the  list  is  closed  everyone  throughout 
the  United  Kingdom  and  even  in  our 
colonies  will  have  had  an  opportunity  of 
considering  whether  they  will  assist  in  it 
or  not.  But,  it  ha>Tng  been  decided  to 
issue  the  loan  at  a  fixed  price,  it  was 
clearly  essential  that  such  a  price  should 
be  fixed  as  would  ensure  that  the  money 
should  be  raised.  It  would  have  been  the 
gravest  mistake  on  my  part,  for  the  .sake 
of  saving  a  comparatively  small  sum — a 
sum  large  in  itself,  but  small  in  com- 
parison with  the  £30,000,000  of  the  loon 
— to  incur  a  real  risk  of  not  having  the  loan 
subscribed.  Any  such  result  would  have 
been  a  national  misfortune.  Further,  if 
the  loan  had  been  only  just  covered,  or 
only  a  little  more  than  covered,  I  should 
have  been  quite  justly  blamed  for  par- 
simony in  trying  to  abstract  from  the 
public  more  than  they  cared  to  ^\^ 
and  for  having  thus  secured  what  every- 
one would  have  called  a  failure.  I  knew 
that  I  should  be  blamed  whatever  hap- 

Eened  ;  but  I  have  not  been  very  much 
lamed  to-night,  because  the  loan  is  at  a 
premiiun.     No  doubt,  events  have  shown 
that    it    might    have  been    possible    to 
issue  the   loan  at  a  slightly  higher  price. 
I  admit  it.     But  in  fixing  the  price   I 
undertook  a  great  responsibility.     I  took 
the  best  advice  I  could  get  ;  and  I  may 
venture  to  say  that,  acting  on  my  own 
responsibility,   I  fixed  the  price  a  little 
higher  than  that  at  which  many  of  those 
whom  I  consulted  would  have  fixed  it.     I 
am  sure  that  none  of   my  advisers  would 
for  a  moment  have  suggested  that  I  should 
fix  it  as  high  as  99.     What  is  the  result  ? 
Those  persons  who  are  fortunate  enough 
to  obtain  allotments  will  have  a  very  good 
investment,   and    will    be    able,  if   they 
choose,  to  make  a  profit  by  it ;  but  not  by 
any  means  the  profit  which  some  people 
may  suppose  from  the  nominal  premium, 
for  any  attempt  to  sell  in  large  amounts 
after  the  allotment  would  inevitably  bring 
down  the  price,  and  the  result  would  be 
very  different  from  that  which  some  people 
have  been  led  to  expect.      In  considering 
the  price,  I  hope  the  House  will  remember 
that  I  had  also  to  consider  the  possibilities. 
I  had  to  ^x  the  price  last  Thtu^ay,  and  1 
had  to  consider  what  might  happen  in  the 
course  of  the  week  following;   because, 
in  order  to  ensure  a  large  public  subscrip- 
tion, it  was  necessary  to  give  a  consider- 
able time  for  application.     Suppose  that, 
instead    of  the   successes    of    which  we 
have  happily  heard,   we  had    had  some 
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serious  reverse  in  South  Africa.  ! 
Suppose  some  wholly  unexpected  com- 
plication had  arisen  in  foreign  affairs. 
Prices  might  have  gone  down  on  the 
Stock  Elxchange  to  a  degree  which 
would  materially  affect  the  issue,  and  it 
might  never  have  been  taken  at  all.  I 
ask  the  pardon  of  the  House  for  alluding 
to  these  things ;  but  they  are  not  known 
to  everyone  out  of  doors,  and  when  people 
see  the  loan  at  a  premium  they  naturally 
begin  to  think  that  perhaps  we  could  have 
got  more  money  for  it.  It  is  very  easy 
in  these  things  to  be  wise  after  the  event. 
I  believe  sincerely  that  I  acted  for  the 
best,  and  that  the  country  will  not  grudge 
anything  I  have  done,  seeing  that  the 
large  subscription  for  the  loan  and  its 
great  success  are  due  quite  as  much  to  the 
strong  patriotic  feeling  throughout  the 
country  as  to  a  desire  to  find  a  good  in- 
vestment. It  is  my  desire,  and  has  been 
from  the  first,  that  this  loan  should  be 
subscribed  for  by,  and  should  come  into 
the  hands  of  the  public  at  large.  There 
has  been  no  underwriting,  no  guarantee, 
none  of  those  high  commissions  or  oppor- 
tunities for  making  large  profits  on  the 
part  of  great  wealthy  houses  which  gene- 
rally accompany  the  issue  of  a  large  loan. 
We  have  thrown  ourselves  upon  the 
public;  the  public  have  responded  to 
the  appeal ;  and  it  will  be  my  en- 
deavour, in  concert  with  the  authorities 
of  the  Bank  of  England,  to  secure  that 
there  shall  be  no  favouritism  whatever  in 
the  allotment,  that  bona  fide  applicants, 
whether  for  large  or  small  sums,  shall  all  be 
fairly  considered,  and  that  if  anyone  has 
an  advantage  it  shall  be  those  w'ho  have 
made  apph'cation  for  small  amoimts. 

♦Sir  WILLIAM  HARCOURT:  I  do 
not  rise  for  the  purpose  of  criticising  the 
conduct  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  in 
reference  to  the  issue  of  this  loan. 
Nobody  who  has  been  in  the  position  I 
have  occupied  would  ever  attempt  to 
•criticise  the  prescription  of  the  family 
physician,  who  is  necessarily  more 
acquainted  with  the  constitution  of  the 
patient  than  anybody  else.  I  am  *  per- 
fectly well  aware  there  'were  many  cir- 
ciunstances  which  had  to  be  taken  into 
account.  But  I  cannot  quite  agree  with  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  that  everybody  has 
formed  the  opinion  that  the  price  fixed 
was  the  highest  price  it  was  possible  to 
obtain.  I  have  certainly  heard  opinions 
of    high   authority   that  it  might   have 


been  issued  at  a  higher  figure.  There 
is  no  doubt  that  this  loan  has  some 
advantages  over  Consols,  and  it  has  also 
its  disadvantages.  It  has  the  advantage 
that  it  continues  its  interest  of  2|  per  cent, 
for  a  longer  period  than  it  could  be 
obtained  from  Consols.  On  the  other 
hand,  there  is  the  disadvantage  that  it 
may  be  or  will  be  paid  off  within  ten  years. 
These  are  circumstances  the  effects  of 
which  are  difficult  to  calculate.  I  quite 
agree  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  in 
his  position  was  bound  to  avoid  any  risk 
of  the  failure  of  the  loan.  But  he  had  at 
his  back  not  merely  the  great  resources 
of  this  country  but  also  the  strong  feeling 
in  favour  of  the  loan  which  predominates 
at  this  time  throughout  the  country.  I 
do  not  desire  to  complain  of  what  has 
been  done.  The  loan  has  been  a  great 
success,  and  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
may  be  congratulated  upon  it.  I  quite 
agree  with  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  that  he  could  not  have 
raised  this  loan  on  terminable  annuities. 
There  is  no  public  demand,  except  of  a 
most  limited  character,  for  terminable 
annuities.  I  confess  I  have  myself  a 
prejudice  in  favour  of  issuing  loans  at 
par,  and  giving  whatever  price  is  necessary 
for  the  purpose.  It  looks  better  that  the 
country  should  issue  its  loans  at  par. 
The  system  in  old  days  of  raising  loans  at 
a  very  low  sum  in  order  to  have  ap- 
parently a  low  rate  of  interest  was  a  very 
bad  system,  and  we  have  suffered  from 
it  ever  since.  If  Pitt  had  raised  his  loans 
at  par,  and  given  the  interest  demanded 
at  the  time,  the  interest  would  long  ago 
have  diminished,  and  we  should  not  have 
been  saddled  with  the  enormous  sum  of 
the  present  debt.  These  are  really 
questions  to  be  considered  in  camera  by 
the  Treasury  rather  than  discussed  in  the 
House  of  Commons.  I  rose  really  to 
express  my  anxiety  that  we  should  con- 
template the  future  redemption  of  this 
debt.  I  imderstand  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  to  say  that  he  would  keep  alive 
the  established  provision  for  the  redemption 
of  the  old  debt,  which  has  been  naturally 
and  reasonablv  suspended  this  year,  and 
that  he  would  make  a  separate  provision 
for  the  redemption  of  this  debt.  I  onlv 
wish  that  that  should  be  on  record. 
There  is  one  other  point  to  which  I  would 
allude.  My  right  hon.  friend  the  Member 
for  East  Wolverhampton  must  have  not 
quite  clearly  expressed  himself  or  I  misim- 
aerstood  him.     As  I  understand  him  he 
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gave  as  a  reason  for  raising  this  loan  that 
though  we  were  a  richer  country  yet  the 
taxation  of  the  country  was  heavier  than 
at  the  time  of  the  Crimean  War,  and  the 
reason  he  gave  for  that  statement  was 
that  we  were  raising  a  much  greater 
revenue  now  than  we  were  at  that 
time.  But  taxation  may  yield  a 
great  deal  more  money  and  yet  be 
considerably  lighter  in  its  incidence. 
When  Sir  Robert  Peel  introduced 
the  income  tax  it  produced  about 
£700,000  for  a  penny ;  now  it  produces 
more  than  £2,100,000,  or  three  times  as 
much.  But  the  taxation  is  no  heavier 
than  it  was.  The  argument  that,  be- 
cause three  times  as  much  is  produced, 
the  taxation  is  therefore  three  times  as 
heavy,  would  not  be  a  sound  argument 
at  all.  At  the  time  of  the  Crimean  War 
the  tea  duty  was  raised  to  Is.  9d.  in  the  lb. 
The  taxation  at  that  time  was  very  much 
heavier  than  at  present.  Therefore, 
when  I  v^entured  the  other  night  to  say 
that  taxation  was  borne  with  greater 
patience  in  those  days  than  at  the 
present  time  I  was  well  founded  in  my 
statement,  because  the  weight  of  taxation 
per  square  inch  of  the  population,  if  I 
may  use  the  term,  was  far  greater  then 
than  now.  We  are  much  more  able  to 
bear  taxation  now,  although  the  lump 
sum    raised    from    the    revenue    is    far 

f 'eater  than  it  was  at  that  period, 
am  very  glad  to  hear  that  the  Chancel- 
lor of  the  Exchequer  does  recognise  fully 
the  duty  of  making  provision  for  the  re- 
demption of  this  debt.  I  understood  from 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  other  night" 
that,  as  soon  as  peace  was  concluded,  he 
would  inform  the  House  of  Commons  of 
the  measures  he  contemplated  for  that 
purpose. 

*SiR  M.  HICKS  BEACH :  I  said  that 
when  peace  was  concluded  we  should  have 


to  consider  what  the  amount  of  the  debt 
was,  and  also  how  much  of  the  debt  would 
have  to  be  paid  by  the  Transvaal. 

♦Sir  WILLIAM  HARCOURT :  Those 
are  both  circumstances  of  which  I  desire 
to  be  informed,  especially  the  latter.  It  is 
of  very  great  importance  that  we  should 
know  what  the  total  amount  oi  tiie  debt 
is,  and  I  only  hope  that  it  may  not  be 
greater  than  the  amount  ior  which  we 
are  now  providing.  I  hope  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  is  now  considering  and  matur- 
ing his  plans  for  making  it  the  first  charge 
upon  the  Transvaal,  because  I  understand 
that  we  are  only  to  come  in  as  liable  in  a 
secondary  degree.  If  that  is  so  I  think 
that  will  be  a  very  satisfactory  arrange- 
ment. 

Sir  WILFRID  LAWSON  (Cumber- 
land, Cockermouth) :  I  only  wish  to  say 
one  word.  This  night  will  be  a  memor- 
able one  in  the  history  of  the  country, 
because  to-night  we  have  commenced  a 
new  policy.  Wo  have  heard  this  war 
called  a  defensive  war.  Now,  from  the 
statement  which  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury  made  tonight  we  know  exactly 
what  the  war  is  about.  All  sorts  of 
theories  were  put  about  before,  but  now* 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  has  declared 
distinctly  that  the  war  is  to  be  carried  on 
to  destroy  the  independence  of  two  free 
Republics.  I  wish  to  emphasise  that.  I 
only  wish  to  say  that,  if  that  is  to  be  the 
object  of  this  war,  and  if  it  is  to  be  carried 
on  without  any  attempt  to  stop  it,  it  is^ 
in  my  opinion,  a  cowardly  and  infamous, 
war. 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided  : — Ayes,  268 ;  Noes, 
21.     (Di^dsion  List  No.  65.) 
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Bill  read  a  second  time  and  committed 
for  to-morrow. 

Main  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 


SUPPLY. 
Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

[Mr.  J.  W.  LowTHER  (Cumberland,  Pen- 
rith) in  the  Chair.] 

Civil  Services  (Excess),  1898-9. 

1.  jBIO,    Prisons    (England     and    the 
Colonies). 

Army  Estimates,  1900-1901. 

2.  430,000,  Number  of  Land  Forces. 

♦Colonel  WELBY  (Taunton):  I  lis- 
tened to  the  admirable  speech  of  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War  with 
much  interest,  and  there  is  one  statement 
made  by  the  right  hon.  Baronet  the 
Member  for  the  Forest  of  Dean  with 
which  I  fullv  agree.  He  said  the  speech 
of  the  Under  Secretary  for  AVar  was 
charming,  but  that  is  an  epithet  which 
would  apply  to  all  his  speeches. 
The  charm  in  his  speeches  consists  in 
what  may  be  read  between  the  lines.  As 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  has  pointed  out, 
pcrliaps  the  reading  between  the  lines 
could  not  be  so  readily  detected 
yesterday  as  in  his  other  speeches.  I 
huvo  heard  military  officers  talk  loudly 
about  reform  before  they  went  to  the 
War  Office,  but  after  thev  have  been  a 
short  time  within  that  establishment, 
except  under  the  genial  influence  of  the 
dinner  table,  the  talk  about  reform  went 
very  much  in  the  background.  It  has 
been  the  same  with  those  who  have  been 
officially  connected  with  it  in  this  House, 
and  there  is  no  more  prominent  example 
of  it  than  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  who 


leads  the  Opposition.     He  spoke  yester- 
day of  the  steady  progress  which  there 
has   been   in  the  Army  during  the  last 
thirty  years.     I  can  only  say  to  him  that 
if  he   had  spent  those  thirty   years  as  a 
practical  soldier  anxious  for  the  efficiency 
of    the    Army — which    I  am  certain  he 
would  have  been — he  would    look  now 
with  almost  feelings  of  despair  and  hope- 
lessness upon  his  own  utterances  on  that 
subject  of  reform.     I  am  quite  willing  to 
allow   that  this  is  no  time  for  pressing 
reform    upon    the    War   Office,  for  any 
attempt  at  reform  now  would  only  tend 
to   dislocate  the  military  machinery.     I 
believe  that  the  War  Office  at  the  present 
time  is  doing  its  very  best,  and  has  done 
its  very  best  ever  since   the  war  broke 
out.     I  believe  those  employed    at  the 
War  Office  are  working  conscientiously 
for  the  good  of  the  country,  and  what- 
ever faults  may  he  found  with  the  con- 
duct and  the  preparations  for  the  war  I 
do  not    believe    that    they    have    been 
the    result    of    any    individual  slackness 
or  want  of  knowleage  and  determination 
to  do  well  for  the  country,  but  from  faults 
which    were    inherent    in    the    military 
system  under  which  our  Army  exists  at 
the  present  time.     I  am  sorry  to  say  that 
the  Government  at  the  present  moment 
are  very  undecided  as  to  what  they  say 
about   the  possibility  of   reforming   our 
present   system.       We  heard  somewhat 
grudgingly  of   the  possibility  of  an   in- 
quiry.     Well,    we    all    know   what    an 
inquiry   means.      Whenever  a   storm   of 
public  opinion  beats  upon  a  Government 
we  have  a  Committee  formed  from  those 
who  sit  on  this  side  of  the  House  and 
those  who  sit  on   the  other,   and   they 
always   put   up  a   good   stout  umbrella, 
which  is  named  a  Royal  Commission,  or 
a  Committee  of  Inquiry.     They  sit  down 
very   comfortaWy   under  that  umbrella, 
and    from    time    to    time    one    of     the 
ministers  gets  up  and  looks  outside.     If 
he  iinds  that   the  storm  is  still  beating, 
he   says,    "Let  us  have  some  more  in- 
quiry "  ;  and  so  they  go  on,  hoping  that 
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that   storm  will  pass  by  and   the   sun- 
shine of  popularity  again  be  spread  over 
them.     I  am  very  much  afraid  this  will 
be  the  result  of  this  attitude  of  inquiry 
which  the  Government  have   somewhat 
unwillingly  promised  to  take  up.     We 
are     now    successful    in   the    war,    and 
that   success  may  go  on  until  the  con- 
clusion.     Then   public  opinion    will   be 
slackening  in  its  attention  upon  the  state 
of  the  Army.     They  may  say  that  the 
Army  has  won  these  victories  and  been 
victorious,  and    if    mistakes  have    been 
committed  let  them  be  put  upon  one  side, 
and  the  sunshine  of  public  opinion  may 
again  shine  upon  the  War  Oflfice.     But 
for   the  good  of  the  country    and  the 
defence  of  the  Empire  we  want  something 
more  than  an  inquiry.    The  Under  Secre- 
tary for  War    spoke  yesterday  of    the 
many    lessons    we     shall    have    learned 
from  this  war.       This  seems  to  me  to 
point    to    very     little    except     inquiry. 
We  are  told  that  we  ought  to  wait  until 
the  war  is  over.     There  is  no  doubt  that 
for  all  matters  of  detail  we  ought  to  wait. 
We   should  wait  for  the  experience  of 
those  generals  who  are  now  leading  our 
Army  so  successfully  in  South  Africa,  in 
order  that  we  may  know  what  they  think 
of  our  system.     What  we  need  at  the 
present  time,  and  what  the  country  needs, 
is  that  there  shall  be  a  definite  expres- 
sion on  the  part  of  the  Government  that 
not  only  shall  there  be  an  inquiry,  not 
only  shall  there  be  a  study  of  the  reforms 
suggested  from  the  seat  of  war,  but  that 
the  Grovernment  shall  promise  that  there 
shall    be    a    complete   and    far-reaching 
reform  of  our  military  system.     I  believe 
that  no  such  reform  can  take  place  unless 
there  is  some  readjustment,  and  even  a 
di\'i8ion  of  the  work  at  the  War  Office 
among  the  military  advisers  on  the  head- 
quarters staff.     It  seems  to  me  that  there 
are  three  possibilities  with  regard  to  that 
readjustment.     There  is  the  extension  of 
the  present  system,  which  may  be  roughly 
called  the  same  system  as    that  which 
exists  at  the  Admiralty  Board.    I  am  one 
of  those  who  think  that  an   extension  of 
that  system    is  possible,  but  if  it  is  ex- 
tended    and     made     permanent     there 
must      be     a      distinct      responsibility 
resting  with  each  of  the  military  advisers 
of  the  Crown.     At  the  present  time  we 
have  no  such  direct  responsibility.     The 
Secretary  of  State  for  War,  when  he  is 
challenged     about    anything     connected 
with  the  Army,  is  chivalrous  and  says  he 


alone  is  responsible.     That  is  no  doubt  a 
very  chivalrous  attitude  and  good  feeling 
which  we  all  admire,  but  I  do  not  think 
that  this  practice  is  one  which  is  for  the 
best  interests  of  the  Army.     We  want  to 
know  with  whom  rests  the  responsibility 
for  the  military  advice,  and  unless  the 
work  is  much  more  clearly  separated  than 
it  is  at  the  present  time,  it  is  impossible 
that  there  should  be  direct  responsibility. 
Whether  it  be  the  case  of  the  Commander- 
in-Chief,     the  .Adjutant  -  General,    the 
Quartermaster-General,    or    any   of    the 
other  advisers,  the  responsibility  must  be 
direct  and  it  must  be  clear,  and  without 
that  responsibility  I  am  perfectly  certain 
that  we  cannot  obtain  efficiency  in  the 
Army.      The    second  mode  of  readjust- 
ment seems  to  me  to  be  a  compromise 
between  the  present  system  of  the  Ad- 
miralty Board  and  what  may  be  called 
the  one  man  management  of  the  military 
side  which  was  in  existence  before  1895. 
It    is  to    make    a    Commander-in-Chief 
responsible    jointly  with  a  military  ad- 
ministrator and  divide  the  executive  and 
the    administration    between   them,  but 
that   would  be   very   difficult.     I   must 
say     that     I     cannot     work     such    a 
scheme  out,  and  I  am  doubtful  as  to  the 
possibility  of  it.     Then  I  come  to  the 
third  system,  that  of  making  the  Com- 
mander-in-Chief   solely    responsible    for 
both  executive  and  administrative  func- 
tions.     If    you    can    get    that    system 
under 

*The  CHAIRMAN:  The  hon.  and 
gallant  Gentleman  is  now  discussing  the 
constitution  of  the  War  Office,  and  that 
can  only  be  discussed  upon  the  War  Office 
Vote,  and  is  not  relevant  to  this  Vote. 

♦Colonel  WELBY:  But  the  head- 
quarters staff  comes  under  this  Vote. "  I 
think  it    is  mentioned  in  the  Vote  on 

r^e  10,  but  I  have  almost  finished,  and 
^vill  not  dwell  upon  that  point  at  all. 
Whatever  is  done  with  regard  to  the 
headquarters  staff,  a  new  name  should  be 
given  to  the  responsible  heads.  In  the 
Army,  an  adjutant  or  quartermaster  is  a 
subordinate  officer,  and  it  seems  to  me 
to  call  an  officer  of  such  responsi- 
bility an  adjutant-general  or  quarter- 
master-general is  to  put  him  in  a  false 
position  in  regard  to  the  common  termino- 
logy of  the  Army.  I  would  press  on  the 
Government  the  desirability  of  consider- 
ing this  question.     There  is  one  other 
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great  difficulty  connected  with  this  ^  case  of  war,  be  detached  from  it.  Much 
enormous  force,  and  that  is  the  difficulty  |  has  been  said  about  the  short  sei^ice 
of  making  it  coherent  and  united.  In  '  system.  I  am  quite  in  agreement  that 
the  Navy  you  have  a  different  kind  of  '  it  is  possible  to  make  an  infantry  soldier 
unit.  You  have  a  ship  complete  in  itself,  ,  efficient  in  three  years,  but  it  should  be 
and  the  commander  is  responsible  for  it,  j  understood  that  the  whole  of  that  time  is 
and  accustomed  to  work  on  his  own  re-  j  devoted  to  military  training.  I  do  not 
sponsibility.  The  men  we  are  voting  to- ,  think  that  anyone  acquainted  with  our 
night  are  really  in  small  units  ;  units  of  i  camps  and  garrison  towns  will  deny  that 
battalions,  regiments  and  batteries,  and  the  number  of  men  detached  from  nulitary 
in  order  to  make  them  a  mobile  force  j  duties  for  fatigue  work — a  work  which  the 
they  must  be  united  under  one  commander.  |  men  hate  more  than  any  other  work — is  very 
Therefore  in  all  questions  connected  with  great.  In  cavalry  regiments  the  fatigue 
making  this  large  force  efficient  the  neces- 1  work  is  always  done  by  paid  men,  and  I 
sity  for  combining  all  the  smaller  units  by  ,  do  not  see  why  something  of  the  kind 
means  of  constant  inspections  through- '  should  not  be  extended  to  the  infantry 
out  the  country  should  be  borne  in  mind,  I  regiments.  To  detach  men  from  their 
and  if  this  cannot  be  done  by  the  head- 1  regiment  is  all  very  well  if  they  have  en- 
quarters  staff  then  it  must  be  done  '  listed  for  their  whole  lives  or  for  twenty- 
by  the  commanders  of  the  dis-  i  one  years ;  such  men  could  be  sent  on  all 
tricts,  and  they  must  be  regarded  ,  kinds  of  duties.  I  have  known  a  cavalryman 
as  absolutely  responsible  for  the  '  at tac^hed  to  the  general  staff  sent  from  Dub- 
efficiency  of  the  troops  under  their  com- 1  Hn  to  Ki  gstowi  to  fetch  a  parasol  which 
mand.  At  the  present  time  the  General  the  general's  daughter  had  left  there.  We 
Staff  is  divided  into  a  number  of  different  must  look  deeply  into  all  these  questions, 
districts,  each  equal  to  the  others,  though  '  and  we  must  insist  that  during  the  three 
we  have  some  tiny  districts  like  the  years'  service  the  men  are  al>solutely  con- 
Thames  and  AVoolwich,  and  some  very  ,  fined  to  military  training.  I  know  to  a 
large  ones  like  the  North-Eastern  and  the  certain  extent  that  would  interfere  with 
North- Western  districts.  This  is  the  old  |  the  technical  training  of  the  men  for 
fashioned  organisation,  and  if  the  Govern-  '  teaching  them  trades,  but  if  you  meet 
ment  want  to  make  the  Army  really  '  their  convenience  by  shortening  their 
efficient  they  must  go  down  to  the  very  \  service,  we  must  put  all  other 
root  of  the  matter  and  must  look  into  the  '  questions  aside  and  make  military 
organisation  of  the  General  Staff.  I  must '  training  the  first  and  foremost  duty  the 
protest  against  the  system  which  exists  at  men  have  to  look  to.  I  should  like  to 
the  present  time,  by  which  a  great  official,  ask  the  Under  Secretary  for  War  whether 
such  as  the  Quartermaster-General,  at  the  he  would  say  what  preparation  is  being 
very  time  when  the  Array  is  mobilising  '  made  to  replace  the  heavy  losses  of  horses 
and  when  he  is  most  wanted  at  the  War  i  and  mules  in  South  Africa.  I  am  afraid 
Office  to  superintend  the  preparations  for  i  the  cavalry  who  were  shut  up  in  Lady- 
sending  the  troops  abroad,  is  taken  away  smith  must  be  very  short  of  horses,  partly 
and  sent  to  a  command  in  South  Africa,  because  of  the  casualties,  and  also  because 
Not  only  has  that  been  done,  but  the  they  had  to  be  eaten.  I  met  an  officer 
officer  in  charge  of  the  mobilisation  recently  who  was  invalided  home,  and  he 
Department  has  also  been  sent  away  told  me  that  the  horses  have  suffered  in 
from  the  War  Office  to  do  duty  in  South  I  a  very  peculiar  way.  So  hot,  dusty  and 
Africa.  It  is  not  a  new  system,  but  I  say  dry  has  the  veldt  been  that  it  has  affected 
it  is  an  absolutely  false  one.  If  these  |  the  hoofs  of  these  horses,  and  I  am  told 
great  military  officers  are  appointed  to  the  there  is  the  greatest  difficulty  in  keeping 
vVar  Office  at  large  pay,  surely  the  time  '  them  shod.  In  many  cases  the  hoof  has 
of  war,  when  all  is  confusion  arising  from  broken  in  two,  and  under  such  circum- 
the  mobilisation  and  the  sending  out  of  stances  the  horse  has  become  absolutely 
an  unexampled  force,  is  the  time  when  useless,  and  ha3  had  to  be  destroyed.  In 
they  are  most  wanted  in  their  Depart-  the  brilliant  work  done  by  Greneral 
ments.  I  do  hope  and  trust  that  in  '  French  the  wear  of  the  horses  must  have 
future  an  absolute  rule  will  be  laid  down  ,  been  very  great,  and  a  great  number  of 
that  a  staff  officer  who  accepts  any  of  them  will  have  to  be  replaced,  and  I  think 
these  appointments  at  home  accepts  it  on  it  would  be  interesting  to  know  what 
the  understanding  that  he  shall  not,   in    steps  the  A\'ar  Office  are   taking  in  the 
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matter.  I  may  mention  that  I  have  heard  to  move  from  it  our  generals  were  praeti- 
that  though  ample  stores  had  been  |  cally  tied  to  the  railway.  That  at  any 
collected  the  horses  only  got  Slbs.  of  oats   ~"^~  *   "^' '  *        "  "^  " 

and  8lbs.  of  hay.  That  may  be  suffi- 
cient for  Cape  ponies,  but  I  do  not 
think     it    is     sufficient   for    our    large 


rate  is  the  impression  all  over  the  country, 
and  I  trust  .there  will  be  some  explana- 
tion of  it.  In  the  accounts  I  do  not  see 
any  amount  for  bringing  the  troops  home. 


English  horses.  I  do  hope  that  the  There  is  no  estimate  for  paying  the  troops 
Under  Secretary  for  War  will  see  his  for  a  whole  year,  and  yet  there  is  no 
way  to  putting  tne  battalions  of  Militia  to  '  estimate  for  bringing  them  home.  I 
be  called  out  this  year  into  brigades  in  |  think  that  is  rather  a  misleading  state- 
order  to  ffive  them  something  more  than  ,  ment  and  that  there  must  be  a  further 
regimental  training.  I  would  suggest  to  '  Vote, 
my  hon.  friend  whether  it  would  not  be 

possible  with  such  a  large  force  of  Militia      *The    CHAIRMAN  :     That    question 
to  carry  out  some  such  scheme  as  a  sup- !  ought  to  l)e  raised  on  the  Vote  for  trans- 
posed invasion  of   this  country  or  the  '  port, 
defence  of  London  on   a  large  scale.     I 

was  very  glad  to  learn  that  there  is  a  '  Mr.  BUCHANAN  (Aberdeenshire,  E.): 
commencement  of  a  breaking  down  of  the  ,  On  a  point  of  order,  Sir,  has  it  not  been 
wall  of  separation  between  the  Regular  the  general  practice  on  Vote  A  to  permit 
troops  and  the  Auxiliary  forces.  I  think  a  general  discussion  on  the  statement  of 
we  have  suffered  too  much  from  that  in  ]  the  Under  Secretary  of  State,  and  is  it 
the  past.  We  have  been  in  the  habit  of  not  a  fact  that  the  hon.  Gentleman  last 
looking  down  on  the  Auxiliary  forces,  night,  before  the  Speaker  left  the  Chair, 
We  have  quite  enough  men  if  they  were  stated  that  he  would  reply  to  the  many 
only  united  and  organised,  and  if  the  wall ;  questions  asked  him  on  this  Vote  1 
of  separation  between  the  Regular  troops  I    ♦rp.,^  riUAToXirAXT     t  u  i 

and  the  Militia  and  Volunteers  were  '  /'^S^"  w^^^^  *•  ^  n^^^fi  ""^  ^'''' 
broken  down.  If  that  is  to  be  one  of  the  ^^^^.  ^j  ^^^  ^^  ^??-  Gentleman  says 
results  of  the  war,  as  I  believe  it  will  be,  ^,^^7^  ^^^  *^^  ?^^^  T-  ^'^^'^^: 
a  great  deal  wUl  be  done  for  the  defence    ^"   ^   can   take  cognisance  of  is   what 

of  this  country.  I  hope  and  trust  that  ^'P.^  '?  ^"""^^^^^  f  ^^PP^^-  ,  ^T. 
some  announcement  wilj  be  given  to  the  P'^^^"^  ^/  ^,^PP^^  '^  "^^  cogmsant  of  what 
country  that  the  Government  intend  to  I  ;^done  m  the  flouse  any  more  than  the 
£o  thoroughly  and  deeply  into  aU  these  '  S^"«^/f  cognisant  of  what  ,s  done  in 
different  questions,  and  that  they  will  not ;  Cf'^^^'^^?  <>*  Supply.  With  regard  to 
rest,  whatever  be  the  difficulties  with  '  ^^\Pr^^'^^'  the  discussion  is  general 
which  they  may  meet,  until  the  Army  !|?  ^^* ,  ^'^^^  ^\^^  T^^^T.  °^^u-^k 
system  is  as  efficient  as  it  is  possible  to  discussed  upon  the  first  Vote  which 
have  it  cannot  be  properly  discussed  on  any  of 

the  other  Votes ;  but  if  there  is  a  special 
Mr.  WARNER    (Staffordshire,    Lich- '  ^^^  ^^^  f  particuhir  matter    that  is  the 
field):  In  the  Under  Secretary's  speech  yes- iPT.'"''  P^^^   ^^  ^'"^T  ^^*^P*^«,^^ 
terd^y  he  stated  that  he  codd  not  answer    '^^^'     ^^^^\  T^  ,^^  f  ^^^  T^^^ 
questions  with  the  Speaker  in  the  Chair.    Z^J"^   "^^  T**  ^  ^''''''^  in  particular 
it  is,   however,   the%ustom   to   have  a    I^^^^^  ""''^.u^  T^l  ^'""^  ^"^  ^"^^ 
general    discussion    on    Vote  A,   and  I    ^^^"^  '^ ''''  ^^^  ^^  ^''^' 
understood  at  the  time  that  was  the  hon.  |      Mr.  BUCHANAN :   May  we  not  on 
Gentleman's  intention.     I  am  afraid.  Sir,  I  this  Vote  discuss  the  general  statement 
after  your  ruling,  that  some  of  the  matters  :  laid  before  us  last  night  ] 
which  I  desire  to  bring  before  the  Com- 
mittee would    be  out  of    order.     With      *The    CHAIRMAN:    Anything    eon- 
reference  to  the   commissariat  f     "*      * 
Africa,  I  understand  that  althou^ 

thing 'had  been  provided  along  tne  ran- ;  ranges   ,. _.. 

way  it  was  until  Lord  Kitchener  went '  Anything  relevant  to  the  number  of  men 
out  most  deficient  in  not  being  able  to    to  be  voted  for'  the  British  Army  would,  - 
move  any  distance  from  the  railway  line,    of  course,  be  relevant  to  this  Vote,  and 
and  that  on  several  occasions  in  conse-  i  in  addition  a  general  discussion  in   the 
quence  of  the  inability  of  the  commissariat    sense  I  have  just  indicat^. 
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Mr.  WARNER :  I,  of  course,  bow  to 
your  ruling,  Sir ;  but  if  we  got  a  satisfac- 
tory answer  to  questions  on  this  Vote  it 
would  not  be  necessary  to  put  down 
reductions  later  on,  which  would  mean 
that  all  the  Votes  would  have  to  be  dis- 
"Cussed  in  detail.  It  will  make  the  discus- 
sion exceedingly  difficult,  not  only  for 
Members,  but  I  am  afraid  also  for  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State.  I  think  old 
Members  will  bear  me  out  when  I  say 
that  this  is  quite  a  new  ruling,  although 
it  is  absolutely  within  the  law. 

♦The  CHAIRMAN:  I  must  really 
remind  the  hon.  Member  that  this  is  not 
a  new  ruling,  but  a  very  old  ruling.  An 
unfortunate  habit  has  recently  grown  up 
of  discussing  on  the  first  Vote  of  Supply 
matters  which  ought  properly  to  be  dis- 
cussed when  the  Speaker  is  in  the  chair. 
That  has  occurred  on  one  or  two  occasions, 
and  I  have  protested  figainst  it.  I  re- 
member on  one  occasion  when  there  was 
a  soK^ed  arrangement  entered  into  that 
a  certain  discussion  should  be  taken,  I 
distinctly  disallowed  it  on  the  ground 
that  it  was  contrary  to  the  rules  which 
govern  procedure  in  Committee  ,  of 
Supply. 

Mr.  WARNER :  I  quite  recognise  that 
the  law  is  as  stated,  but  it  will  be  very 
inconvenient  generally.  Now  I  cpme  to 
a  matter  which  is  within  the  Vote  for  the 
men,  and  that  is  the  permanent  increases. 
I  observe  that  according  to  the  Estimates 
there  is  to  be  no  permanent  increase  in  the 
medical  service,  the  Militia,  the  Yeomanry 
cavalry,  or  the  Volunteers,  yet  from  the 
Under  Secretary's  statement  it  would 
appear  that  there  is  to  be  a  permanent 
increase  in  all  these.  I  understand  that 
the  medical  service  is  to  be  put  on  a 
better  footing,  which  will  entail  a  perma- 
nent increase  year  by  year.  The  Yeomanry 
are  to  be  put  in  a  dSfferent  position,  the 
boimty  to  the  Militia  is  to  be  perma- 
nently increased,  and  the  grants  to 
Volunteers  are  to  be  also  perma- 
nently increased.  I  should  like  to  know 
whether  these  increases  should  not  have 
been  included  in  the  permanent  increases. 
I  also  wish  to  know  whether  the  Royal 
Reserves  are  to  be  used  for  the  forty- 
three  new  battalions  which  are  to  be 
raised.  A  considerable  number  of  Royal 
Reserve  men  will  be  used  in  connection 
with  them,  and  I  should  like  to  know 
what  proportion  of  men  will  be  trained 


for  permanent  work  with  the  new 
batteries.  They  will  require  a  very  con- 
siderable number  of  men,  and  I  wish  to 
know  what  arrangements  will  be  made 
for  their  permanent  working.  I  do  not 
think  these  batteries  will  be  a  sufficient 
reserve  of  artillery,  because  the  artillery 
has  been  short  and  is  short,  and  the  pro- 
portion of  artillery  to  infantry  will  not 
be  brought  up  to  anything  like  the  proper 
standard.  Av  ith  reference  to  the  cavalry 
regiments,  I  wish  to  know,  if  the  Reserve 
squadrons  are  to  be  turned  into  service 
squadrons,  are  officers  to  be  also  provided, 
in  order  that  they  may  be  made  real 
regiments  instead  of  paper  regiments  \ 
With  reference  to  the  question  of  Militia 
depots,  I  am  very  sorry  that  absolutely 
nothing  has  been  done  towards  amalga- 
mating some  of  the  small  depots,  where 
idleness  is  so  prevalent  and  work  so  rare. 
I  do  hope  something  will  shortly  be  done 
in  this  direction.  In  the  small  depdts 
the  permanent  staff  is  kept  for  a  certain 
period  of  the  year  doing  absolutely 
nothing,  whereas  they  might  be  doing 
the  real  work  of  a  depot  staff,  if  the  de- 
partment were  put  more  under  the 
control  of  the  Militia  officer,  or 
the  Militia  more  under  the  control  of  the 
depot  officer.  If  several  of  the  smaller 
depots  were  amalgamated  it  would  save  a 
great  deal  to  the  country,  and  the  work 
would  be  carried  out  much  better. 
Moreover,  it  would  be  a  very  simple 
thing  to  do. 

Captain  JESSEL  (St.  Pancras,  S.) :  I 
quite  agree  with  my  hon.  friend  in  prais- 
ing the  most  eloquent  speech  delivered 
the  other  night  by  the  Under  Secretary 
for  War.  I  also  a^ree  with  him  in  regaiti 
to  the  disastrous  mfiuences  which  come 
over  any  Member  of  this  House  who  has 
to  do  with  the  War  Office,  although  my 
hon.  and  galknt  friend  knows  more  than 
I  do  on  that  subject,  for  I  believe  he  has 
a  relation  long  connected  with  the  War 
Office.  The  Under  Secretary  entered  the 
War  Office,  and  with  military  enthusiasm 
thought  he  would  have  some  influence  in 
altenng  the  course  which  had  been  pur- 
sued by  the  Department.  But  unfortu- 
nately the  War  Office  has  been  too  strong 
for  hun,  as  for  so  many  others,  and  I  am 
sorry  to  say  that  he  holds  out  no  prospect 
of  any  reform  in  that  Department.  [Hon. 
Members  :  No.]  I  do  not  think  he  holds 
out  any  prospects  of  those  reforms  which 
he  referred  to  as  desirable  in  July  last. 
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We    have   listened    to    many    eloquent 
speeches  from  the   Under  Secretary,  but 
they  do  not  seem  to  be  convincing.     I  do 
not  know  why.     It  is,  I  suppose,  because 
the  War  Office  case  is  not  a  good  one, 
although    the  Department  appear  to  be 
able  to  get  the  most  eloquent  advocates 
to  state  their  case  in    this    House.     I 
remember  a  speech  made  by  the  Under 
Secretary  in  the  House  in  regard  to  the 
Guards.     We  were  told  that  the  change 
would     not     only    be     a    good     one, 
but     would     very     much    improve     the 
condition    of    the   Guards.     I    am  sorry 
to   say     the    critics    on    that    occasion 
were    right,   and   the    Under   Secretary 
was  wrong.     For  what  have  we  secured  1 
The    second    battalion  of  the  Grenadier 
Guards  were   ordered  to  Gibraltar,  and 
afterwards,  instead  of  being  sent  on  to 
the  Cape,  as  we  all  understood  would  be 
the  case,  they  were  despatched  back  to 
England.     Now,  one  of  tne  chief  reasons 
for  the  change  of  service  of  the  Guards 
was  that  by  the  service  at  Gibraltar  thay 
would  be  rendered   more    efficient,   and 
able  to  go  on  any  expedition.     The  hon. 
Member  for  West  Belfast  said  that    no 
organised  units  had  left  these  shores  for  ten 
days  after  the  declaration  of  war.  I  cannot 
help  thinking  that,   if  the  Guards  had 
been  left  in  the  condition  they  were    in 
before  the  change,  we  should  have  had 
some  chance  of  some  organised  units  being 
despatched  to  the  Cape  at  once.      I  had 
hoped  that  the  Under  Secretary  would 
have  indicated   some  scheme  of    having 
a  few  regiments  of    infantry   ready  for 
despatch    and  to    take    the   field  at    a 
moment's  notice,  withou|  calling  on  the 
Keserves.      Some  of  the  difficulties  we 
have  had  in  this  war  have  arisen  from  the 
fact  that  we  could  not  send  out  any 
artillery  or  cavalry  without  calling  on  the 
Keserves.     Now  in  this  matter  we  differ 
very     considerably     from     Continental 
nations,  such   as  France  and    Germany, 
which  always  keep  a  certain  portion  of 
their  cavalry  and  artillery  up    to   war 
strength.     It  would  appear  we  have  to  get 
back  to  the  colours  the  Reserves  before 
we  can  send  our  cavalry  or  artillery  to  the 
front.     I  may  remind  the  Committee  that 
one  reason  for  the  inability  of  LordMethuen 
to  advance  after  a  successful  engagement 
was  that    the  artillery  and  cavalry  did 
not  arrive  in  time.       That  was    not  so 
much  owing  to  the  lack  of  transport,  but 
that  we  could  not  send  them  out  in  an 
efficient    condition.       I    would    like    to 


direct  the  attention  of  the  Under  Secre- 
tary to  the  question  of  the  organisation: 
of  our  cavalry.     I  may  remind  the  Com- 
mittee that  in  this  country  our  squadrons 
are  smaller   in  the  number  of  men  and 
horses  than  the  squadrons  of  any  other 
nation.     Our  war  strength  of  squadrons 
comprises  only  134  mounted  men, whereas 
in  France   and  Germany    the  squadrons 
consist  of  149    and    150  mounted    men 
respectively.     The    difference    does    not 
seem  particularly  great,  but  when  it  is 
remembered  that  these  nations  put  four 
squadrons  in  the  field  as  a  regiment,  and 
we  only  put    three,  then  the  difference 
becomes  more  marked.      Further,  when 
we   consider    that    our    regimental    full 
strength    is    407    men    and    horses,    a& 
against   668   in   Germany,   and    935    in 
Austria,  and  995  in  France,  then  I  think 
a  clear  case  has  been  made  out  for  doing 
something  to  increase  the  strength  of  our 
cavalry  per  regiment.       I  hoped  to  see 
something  done    in  that    respect,  but  I 
cannot  find  in  the  Army  Estimates  any 
indication  of  a  change  of  any  kind  or  de- 
scription that  is  going  to  be  made.     I  can- 
not see  how  the  emergency  proposals  can  be 
carried  out.     We  havo  been  told  that  the 
reserve    squadrons     of     every     cavalry 
regiment  that  has    gone    to    the  front 
would     be     now      made     into     service 
squadrons.     I  cannot  see  how  a  reserve 
squadron,  composed    almost  entirely  of 
recruits,  with  very  few  officers,  and  these 
very  young,  can  possibly  be  made  into  a 
service  squadron,  and  at  the  same  time 
provide  drafts   for  •  the  regiment  at  the 
front.       I  had  hoped   that  the  (Jovern- 
ment  would  have  proposed  a  permanent 
addition  to  the  cavalry  forces,  and  I  am 
sorry  that  they  should  have  attempted,  if 
I  may  venture  to  say  so,  to  throw  dust 
into  the  eyes  of  the  British  subjects  that 
they    had    created    four    more    cavalry 
regiments.     I  see  that  the  new  squadrons 
of  the  Household  Cavalry  are  not  to  hare 
any  new  officers,  there  is  simply  to  be  an 
addition  to  the  number  of  the  men.     I 
would      remind     the     Financial     War 
Secretary    that  something  ought  to  be 
done  to  supply  a  much  larger  number  of 
officers  in   the  cavalry.     At  the  present 
moment  there  is  a  very  real  and  serious 
deficiency  in  the  supply  of  such  officers. 
I  know  some  hon.  Gentlemen  have  put 
that  down  to  the  fact  of  the  expense  c^ 
living  in  cavalry  regiments.     When   we 
look    abroad  we  see   that   the  German 
J  Emperor  issued  an  edict   about  the  ex- 


787 


Supply 


{COMMONS 


(Army  Estimates). 


788 


.  penses  to  which  cavalry  ofl^cers  are  put,  but 
'  in  spite  of  that  very  little  could  be  done 
to  keep  these  expenses  down.     I  ask  the 
Grovernment  to   see  whether  something 
could  not  be  done  to  change  the  leave 
system.     That  may  seem  a  trifle,  but  I 
can  assure  the  Under  Secretary  for  AVar 
that  that  is  one  of  the  main  factors  which 
deters   men    from  joining   the    cavaty. 
They  used  to  get  two  and  a-half  months 
leave  straight  on  end.     That  may  seem 
too  much ;  but  what  thQ  officers  chiefly 
object  to  is  that  three  weeks  are  taken 
away  from  them  in  the  piiddle  of  their 
leave;  and  they  cannot  settle  down  in  any 
one  place.     I   would   suggest    that    the 
leave  should  be  cut  down,  and  that  the 
^system  of  breaking  the    leave    in    the 
middle  should  be  abolished.     I  consider 
that  the  most  interesting  portion  of  the 
speech  of  the  Under  Secretary  was  that 
dealing  with  the  employment  of  troops 
composed  of  natives  of  British  India  for 
service  in  Mauritius.     That  is  an  entirely 
new  departure  in  our  military  history.     I 
venture    to    ask    the    Under    Secretary 
whether  the  two  battalions  recruited  in 
India,  and  paid  for  by  the  Grovernment, 
will  be  permanently  statioiied  in  Mauritius, 
or  whether  they  will  be  interchangeable 
with  other  battalions  of  thp  Indian  army. 
Then   I    call   the  attention  of  the  hon. 
Gentleman  to  the  fact  that  the  number  of 
officers  with  these  battalions  is  only  eight 
per  regiment.     In  this  connection  it  is 
worth  while  that  the  Government  should 
remember  what  Lord  Roberts  said  as  re- 
gards the  number  of  officers  and  the  effi- 
-ciency  of  native  regiments.     The   Field 
:  Marshal  said  that  the  officering  of  native 
r  regiments  was  one  of  the  most  important 
.questions  the  Government  had  to    deal 
^  with.     His  words  were — 

r 

"The  officering  of  native  rej,'inient»,  nine  to 
"H  cavalry,  and  eight  to  an  infantry  regiment* 
may  be;8afficient  in  Lime  of  peace ;  but  that 
number  is  quite  too  f^mall  to  stand  the  strain 
of  war.  Indian  soldiers,  like  soldiers  of  every 
nationality,  reqjiire  to  be  led  ;  and  hiHtorvand 
experience  teach  us  that  Eastern  races  (fortu- 
nately for  us),  however  brave  and  accnstomed 
to  war,  do  not  possess  the  qualities  that  go  to 
make  leaders  of  men,  and  that  native  officers  in 
this  respect  can  never  tiike  the  place  of  British 
ofljcers.  It  is,  therefore,  most  unwise  to  allow 
native  regiments  to  enter  upon  a  war  with  a 
much  smaller  proportion  of  British  officers  tlian 
is  considered  necessary  for  European  regiments, 
I  have  no  doubt  whatever  of  the  lighting  powers 
of  our  best  Indian  troops  ;  1  thoroughly  appre- 
ciate their  soldierly  nualilies :  brigaded  with 
British  troops  I  would  l>e  proud  to  lead  them 
against  any  European  enemy  ;  but  we  cannot 

Copt,  Jessel, 


expect  them  to  do  with  less  leading  than  oar 
own  soldiers  require ;  and  it  is,  I  maintain, 
trying  them  too  highly  to  send  them  into 
'  action  v^th  the  present  establishment  of 
British  officers." 

Lord  Roberts  adds  - 

'*  During  the  Mutiny  the  casualties  amod^ 
the  British  officers  with  the  Sixth  Panjab 
Regiment,  which  saw  the  most  figfatmg, 
amounted  to  60  per  cent." 

Well,  when  we  come  to  consider  that  in 
a  cavalry  regiment  at  home  the  number 
of    officers  is    twenty-three,    on    service 
twenty-six,    and   in    India   twenty-nine ; 
and  in  the  infantry  regiments  at  home 
twenty-four,  in  the  colonies  twenty-eight, 
and    in    India    twenty«nine,  I  thmk   the 
I  number  for  the   Mauritius  battalions  is 
'  too  small.      It  may  be    said    that    the 
I  Soudanese    regiments    are    in  the  same 
I  condition ;  but    I  do    not  suppose   that 
I  these   regiments   are    intended   to   fight 
I  against  any  but  Soudanese.      The  West 
I  African  regiment  has  thirty-i>ine  officers, 
I  the    West     Indian    regiment     forty-one 
'  officers,  and  the  Chinese  regiment  twenty- 
{  eight  officers  per  battalion.     Last,  but  not 
least,  the  British  Central   African   regi- 
ment   stationed  in    Mauritius  has    omy 
nineteen    officers  per  battalion.     I, hope 
I  the  Grovernment  will  consider  this  point, 
!  and  also  that  the  number  of   officers  in 
,  the  Indian  regiments  should  be  increased. 
Another  subject  to  which  I  wish  to  draw 
the  attention  of   the  Financial  Secretary 
is  with  what  rifle  these  native  regiments 
are  going  to  be  armed.      It  may  not  be 
known  that  at  present  they   are   armed 
with   the     Martini-Henry   single    loader 
rifle,      while  *  our      own      troops    are 
armed     with     the     magazine    rifle,   and 
the  troops  with  whom  they  may  be  called 
upon  to  fight  are  armed  with;  the  very 
best  rifles  that  money  can  buy.      I  trust 
that  fact  will  be  taken  into  consideration. 
Turning  to  the  Volunteers  and  the  emer- 
gency proposals,  I  am  sure  that  these  pro- 
posals, especially  as  modified  to-night  by 
the  Under  Secretary  for    War,  will   be 
gladly  welcomed.      I  have  three  gallant 
regiments  of  Volunteers  in  my  own  con- 
stituency, and  from  what  I  have  heard 
from  them,  the  Government  will  this  year 
be  easily  able  to  got  the  men  to  camp  for 
fourteen  days.      Another  part  of  these 
proposals    will     bo    cordially    accepted, 
namely   that   the    Volunteers    ^nd    the 
Militia  are  to  have  a   Deputy  Adjutant 
General.     One  omission   I  noticed  in  the 
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speech  of  the  Under  Secretary,  and  that ' 
was,  he  made  no  mention  of  the  Yeomanry. 
Now  I  hold  that  the  Yeomanry  are  en-  j 
titled  to  a  ^reat  deal  of  the  praise  that  i 
has  been  given   to  both   the   Volunteers 
and  the  Alilitia ;  and  I  think  it  is  a  pity 
that  the  Under  Secretary  did  not  take  the 
opportunitv  of  recognising  the  good  work 
that  they  Jiave  performed.      But  I  would 
like    to    know     whether     the     Deputy 
Adjutant    General     appointed    for    the 
Volunteers    or     the    Deputy    Adjutant 
General  for  the  Militia  is  to  look  after 
the    Yeomanry,    or    whether  a  Deputy 
Adjutant    General  is  to    be    appointed 
for    the    Yeomanry    .alone.       ISTow     I 
con^e      to      the      question       of      the 
permanent  staff  of  the  Auxiliary  forces. 
The  fact  is  that  at  the  present  moment 
both  the  Volunteers  and  the  Militia  have 
lost  part  of  their  permanent  staff.   In  one 
regiment  that  I  know  of,  no  fewer  than 
three  of  the  permanent  staff  have  gone  t6 
the  front ;  and  in  another,  two  including 
the    adjutant,    have    been  taken  away. 
Now,  the  Yeomanry  and  the  Volunteers 
have  been  asked  t9  go  out  in  training  for 
a  longer  period,  and  invited  to  recruit  up 
to  their  full  strength  ;  and  it  is  very  hard 
on  them  that  no  provision  is  made  to  fill 
up  the  vacancies  on  the  permanent  staff. 
Everybody  knows  the  difficulty  of  getting 
hold  of  good  men    to    instruct    young 
recruits.     Is    it    too   much   to  ask   the 
Ck)vemment  to  detach  some     non-com- , 
Tnissioned  officers  from  the  Regular  Army, 
for  the  purposes  of  instructing  the  new 
recruits  in  the   Volunteer    and    Militia 
regiments  ?   I  can  assure  the  Under  Secre- 
tary that  this  point  is  occasioning  gres^t 
consternation  in  the  minds  of  commanding 
officers.     Another  point  to  which  I  wish 
to  direct   attention  is  the    appointment 
to  commissions  in  the  Militia.     The  right 
bon.  gentleman  the  Member  for  East  Man- 
■chester,  who  is  Chairman  of  the  Service 
Members  Committee,  alluded  to  boys  in 
public  schools  being  appointed  to  direct 
commissions  above  the  heads  of.  men  who 
had  qualified  in  other  respects,  and  who 
Are  serving  at  the  front.     I  hope  some 
care  will   be  taken  in  the  allotment  of 
these  commissions.     Only  the  other  day 
I  heard  from  an  officer  who  has  a  son 
serving  at  the  front,  that    his  son  had 
taken  part  in  two  engagements,  and  had 
been   well   reported   on    by  his  colonel. 
A  death  vacancy  occurred,  and  a  general 
was    appointed    from    the    Militia   from 
home  direct  into  the   regiment,  and  the 


young  officer  serving  at  the  front  loses 
his  seniority.  I  know  that  these  appoint- 
ments lie  with  the  Commander-in-Chief, 
but  I  trust  that  in  the  case  of  young 
officers  who  went  out  to  the  front  in  the 
first  instance,  inquiry  will  be  made  so 
that  their  claims  win  not  be  prejudiced. 
There  is  another  question,  that  of  the 
Royal  Reserve  Battalions.  The  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Under  Secretary  for  War 
in  making  his  statement  on  the  Supple- 
mentary Estimates  told  us  that  the 
Reservists  were  to  be  called  back  apd 
asked  to  volunteer  in  the  Reserve  bat- 
talions, and  that  these  were  men  who 
had  done  their  twelve  years  service.  He 
said — 

"  We  shall  allow  men  to  come  hack,  although 
they  have  served  their  twelve  years.  In  that 
case  we  shall  allow  them  to  serve  on  lor 
pension." 

The  other  day  I  asked  a  question  whether 
these  men  were  to  be  allowed  so  to  serve, 
and  I  was  informed  that  that  was 
not  the  case  —  ^^at  they  wore  only 
to  be  allowed  to  serve  one  year, 
and  not  to  serve  on  for  pension.  I 
venture  to  think  that  it  would  be  wise  to 
induce  some  of  these  men  to  serve  on  for 
pension.  I  can  iassure  the  Financial  War 
Secretary  that  this  point  is  one  which 
has  been  much  inquired  after  by  the  men 
affected,  and  that  a  favourable  answer 
from  him  would,  be  much  appi^eciated 

*Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  he  did  not 
wish  to  repeat  the  questions  which  he  had 
put  to  the  Under  Secretary  on  the"  pre- 
vious day,  and  in  reply  to  which  he"  had 
not  obtained  all  the  information  he 
desired.  He  found  that  the  statements 
he  had  made  on  the  previous  day  w^re 
under  rather  than  over  the  mark.  Wftat 
he  complained  of  was  that  the  Estimates 
submitted  to  the  House  did  not  fully 
show  anything  like  the  liabilities  the 
country  woula  have  to  meet  in  conse- 
quence of  the  large  increase  in  the  forces. 
The  full  truth  was  not  revealed  to  the 
Committee.  There  were  certain  branches 
of  expenditure  consequential  on  the  increase 
in  the  number  of  the  forces  which  impUed 
a  small  initial  Vote  this  year,  but  which 
would  involve  great  future  expenditure  ; 
and  in  order  to  be  frank  and  fair  with 
the  House  the  Under  Secretary  ought  to 
have  given  them  what  would  be  the  total 
liability  to  the  country  when  the  scheme 
came  into  full  operation.     The  increased 
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number  of  men  on  the  permanent 
establishment  was  27,500,  and  he  com- 
plained that  no  provision  had  been 
made  for  their  barrack  accommodation. 
He  desired  to  know  whether  the  Govern- 
ment intended  to  introduce  a  new  Barracks 
Loan  Bill,  and  if  so  whether  it  was  to  be 
done  during  the  present  year,  and  what 
the  cost  would  be.  According  to  the  figures 
given  by  the  Under  Secretary  of  £120 
per  man,  it  would  be  three  millions  and 
a  quarter,  which  was  a  very  large  amount. 
Under  the  head  of  the  Vote  for  men  there 
was  an  item  under  the  head  of  Colonial 
Corps,  part  of  which  consisted  of  the 
colonial  contingents  now  serving  in  South 
Africa.  The  remarks  made  by  the  Under 
Secretary  rather  pointed  to  the  con- 
clusion that  the  (xovemment  really  in- 
tended in  the  future  to  organise  a  per- 
manent force  of  these  colonialcontingents. 
Under  those  circumstances  it  was  desirable 
that  some  explanation  should  be  given  as 
to  the  conditions  under  which  they  had 
been  engaged,  and  whether  they  had  been 
invited  to  undertake  the  extra  work  of 
garrisoning  South  Africa  after  the  war 
had  been  brought  to  a  conclusion,  which 
seemed  to  be  indicated  by  the  speech  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman.  It  had  been 
suggested  that  when  the  war  was  over 
some  of  the  colonial  troops  would  be  trans- 
ferred to  the  service  of  the  Chartered 
Company,  who  would  use  them  for 
policing  the  conquered  country.  He 
hoped  a  categorical  denial  would  be  given 
to  that  suggestion.  He  could  hardly 
imagine  anything  more  unwise  than  to 
get  a  contingent  from  one  self  governing 
colony  to  undertake  such  a  duty  in 
another,  and  in  his  opinion  such  a  course 
would  tend,  more  than  anything  else, 
to  the  disunion  of  the  Empire.  Apart 
from  the  colonial  troops  furnished  for  the 
purposes  of  the  war  in  South  Africa,  he 
noticed  on  the  Vote  a  considerable  number 
of  men  voted  under  the  head  of  Colonial 
Corps,  and  he  found  on  looking  back  that 
that  number  was  continually  increasing. 
AVhen  the  GU)vemment  came  into  office 
these  forces  practically  consisted  of  the 
Royal  Malta  Artillery,  and  other 
Artillery  forces,  and  the  infantry 
which  came  under  the  category  was  rep- 
resented by  two  battalions  of  the  West 
India  Regiment,  and  one  regiment  at 
Hong  Kong.  From  the  time  the  Govern- 
ment entered  office  they  had  been  con- 
stantly added  to.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man denied  that  the  recent  increase  was 

Mr.  Buchanan. 


due  to  Imperial  expansion,  but  he  had 
omitted  to  notice  the  fact  that  the  in- 
crease of  these  corps  had  only  taken  place 
during  the  last  few  years.  He  deprecated 
the  practice  of  charging  the  British  Esti- 
mates with  the  cost  of  forces  not  British  in 
character,  and  charged  th^  Government 
with  the  responsibility  of  so  doing.  Thia 
practice,  which  had  been  adopted  by  the 
Government  to  an  extent  never  before 
contemplated,  in  his  opinion  was  most 
dangerous.  For  increasing  colonial 
garrisons  the  aggressive  and  expansive 
policy  of  the  Government  was  clearly 
responsible.  He  asked  whether  the  Indian 
regiments  were  to  be  taken  for  the  general 
reinforcement  of  the  military  resources  of 
the  Empire.  Could  they  be  sent  any- 
where 1  Were  they  to  be  absolutely  at 
the  disposal  of  the  military  authorities  ? 
It  was  important  the  Committee  should 
understand  what  were  the  conditions 
under  which  the  Indian  Government  had 
agreed  to  part  with  two  of  its  native 
regiments. 

*The  financial  SECRETARY  to 
THE  WAR  OFFICE  (Mr.  J.  Powell 
Williams,  Birmingham,  S.)  remarked 
that  it  was  not  a  question  of  the  Indian 
Government  parting  with  any  existing 
regiments.  New  reeiments  were  raised 
to  replace  those  taken  for  service  in 
Mauritius,  Whether  they  would  ever  be 
asked  to  volunteer  for  service  elsewhere 
if  occasion  arose  was  more  than  he  could 
say. 

♦Mk  BUCHANAN :  I  do  not  know 
that  that  agrees  with  what  was  said  last 
night  by  the  Under  Secretary. 

*xMr.  J.  POWELL  .  WILLIAMS  :  II  it 
does  not,  I  am  wrong. 

*Mr.  BUCHANAN :  Are  the  Govern- 
ment going  to  take  two  of  the  native 
regiments  that  at  present  exist  ? 

♦Mr.  J.  POWELL-WILLIAMS :   No. 

♦Mr.  BUCHANAN:  Are  they  eoing. 
to  recruit  two  native  regiments  in  India 
and  take  them  to  Mauritius  t 

♦Mr.  J.  POWELL-WILLIAMS  :  No. 

♦Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  he  certainly 
gathered  that  the  Government  intended 
to  take  from  India  two  regiments  for 
service  in  the  Mauritius. 


793 


Supply 


{13  March  1900}         {Army  Estinuites).  794 


*Mr.  J.  POWELL-WILLIAMS  pointed 
out  that  that  was  a  question  of  the 
future ;  the  immediate  intention  was  to 
recruit  two  new  regiments. 

♦Mr.  BUCHAIfAN  thought  that  if 
two  regiments  were  wanted  for  Mauritius 
in  the  present  emergency  the  authorities 
would  have  taken  two  trained  regiments, 
but  what  had  just  been  said  showed  the 
extreme  necessity  for  some  further  ex- 
planation on  the  subject.  There  was  the 
further  question  of  pay  to  be  considered. 
Did  the  Government  propose  to  pay  the 
capitation  grants  for  each  recruit  1  At  the 
present  moment  we  made  the  Indian 
Government  pay  not  only  all  the  expenses 
of  the  British  troo^  in  India,  but  com- 
pelled them  to  hire  British  Soldiers  from 
the  War  Office,  at  £7  10s.  per  head.  The 
Home  Government  wai^  now  going  to 
recruit  soldiers  in  India,  but  he  could  not 
find  the  cost  of  that  recruiting  in  the 
Estimates.  Was  it  wise  from  a  military 
point  of  view  that  there  should 
be  an  independent  recruiting  autho- 
rity in  India  recruiting  against  the  Indian 
Government?  Such  a  suggestion  would 
only  need  to  be  mooted  tobe  disclaimed. 
It  was  a  very  questionable  departure 
from  the  military  system  of  this  country 
to  go  to  India  as  a  recruiting  ground  for 
the  British  Army,  and  the  result  so  far  as 
India  was  concerned  would  be  that  when 
the  financial  aspect  was  considered  India, 
as  she  always  did  when  financial  relations 
were  discussed  between  her  and  this 
country,  would  go  to  the  wall.  The  large 
increase  of  colonial  corps  was  justified  by 
the  '  Government  on  the  ground  of 
Imperial  defence,  and  looked  upon  in  that 
liffDt  India  is  our  largest  dependency. 
If  India  were  lost  Great  Britain 
ceased  to  be  a  great  military  Power. 
At  the  present  time  India  discharged 
the  whole  of  her  military  obligations  her- 
self, and  in  fact  did  a  great  deal  more  than 
her  duty  in  the  way  of  Imperial  defence, 
and  now  the  Government  intended  to 
take  a  great  number  of  her  troops  for 
service  in  other  parts  of  the  Empire.  He 
hoped  some  further  explanation  would  be 
forthcoming  upon  the  points  he  had  drawn 
to  the  attention  of  the  House. 

Captain  SINCLAIR  (Forfarshire) : 
In  the  first  place  I  should  like  to  follow  the 
hon.  Member  for  East  Aberdeenshire  in 
pressing  one  or  two  questions.  In  refer- 
ence to   the  colonial  native  troops  who 


are  to  be  used  for  employment  outside 
India,  it  would  be  interesting  to  know 
what  the  duties  of  those  troops  are,  and 
what  are  to  be  the  methods  and  places  of 
their  employment.     There  is  considerable 
doubt  felt  as  to  what  the   proposals  of 
the  Government  in   regard   to  the  per- 
manent additions  to   our  forces    really 
mean.     As  far  as  I  can  make  out  the 
scheme  of  the  Government  does  not  go 
much  further,  except  in  some  particulars 
which  I  will  mention,  than  that  outlined 
by   Mr.   Stanhope  in    1888.      In  many 
respects  it  is   the   corollary  and  conse- 
quence of   the  steps  then  taken.     In  a 
memorandum  attached  to  the  Estimates 
of   1887-8    it  was   pointed  out    that   a 
general    review  of  our   available    forces 
showed  that  with  certain  changes   and 
additions  they  would  be  sufficient  to  pro- 
vide men  for  all  our  home  and  colonial 
garrisons,  and  also  to  furnish  two  army 
corps  of  regular  troops,  together  with  a 
strong  cavalry  division,  and  the  necessary 
troops  to  guard  their  line  of  communica- 
tion, Le.  after  providing   for   India   and 
the  Colonies.     The  two  great  deficiencies 
to  be  noted  were  in  connection  with  our 
garrisons,  and  existed  in   the  Garrison 
Artillery  and  in  the  Engineers.     There- 
fore, if  we  take,  as  usual,  the  infantry 
as     the     guiding     line     of     discussion, 
it    remains    true    that    Mr.    Stanhope's 
ideal     was      two       army       corps      of 
regular   troops,    with   a   strong   cavalry 
division,    and    the    necessary    troops  to 
guard  their  Une  of  communication.     The 
memorandum  went   on   to  say  that  the 
whole  of  the  units  necessary  to  complete 
this  organisation  were  actually  in  exist- 
ence in  the  year  1888,  with  the  exception 
of  some  deficiencies  in   the  departmental 
corps,  which  could,  however,   be  rapidly 
filled   up  on  an  emergency.     I  neea  not 
labour   that  point,   but   I  should  like  to 
compare  that  statement  with  the  speech 
of    the    Under    Secretary    for    War  in 
February  last.*     Speaking  of  the  mobile 
force    necessary    for    home   defence,    he 
said — 

"  We  propose  to  aim  at  three  army  corps  and 
three  cavalry  briffadee.  This  as  been  our  aim 
for  the  defence  of  tbiA  country  ever  since  1888, 
and  I  think  we  have  shown  that  practically  we 
have  recently  reached  that  standard,  because 
we  have  sent  oat  more  than  two  army  corps, 
and  have  in  this  country  the  other  half  of  the 
third." 

*  See  The  Parliamentary ' Debafejt  [Fourth 
Series],  Vol.  Ixxviii ,  page  ltJ7l. 
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The  Under  Secretary  then  went  on  to  '  to  bring  up  the  battalions  which  we 
jjoint  out  what,  of  course,  was  true-  -that  I  want  for  home  defence.  Beyond  that 
by  far  the  more  serious  aspect  of  this  de-  we  have  a  number  of  cavalry  required  to 
pleting  of  the  country  of  troops  is  not  bring  up  to  war  strength  the  cavalry 
that  128,000  Regular  soldiers  have  been  regiments  we  have  here  on  a  peace 
sent  to  South  Africa,  but  that  the  per-  strength.  We  want  men  to  bring  up 
manent  plant  of  two  army  corps  has  been  !  to  war  strength  the  thi-ee  Household 
sent  away.     He  then  said —  regiments  which  are  minus   a  squadron 

each,  and  we  have  to  bring  twelve  reser\*o 
"Our  proposal  is-and  this  is  a  pernianeiit  I  gq.iadrons  to  service  squadron  strength  in 
proposal— to  raise  at  once  the  Artillery,  the  ^  ^^  ^  r  ^vi?**  ^  9  j 
Army  Service  Corps,  and  the  Engineers  for  two  j  <^rder  to  form  the  four  regiments  referred 
array  corps.  That  is  to  say,  we  propose  to  to  by  the  hon.  Gentleman.  Then  we 
raise  at  once  thirty-six  battalions  of  field  '  have  a  fourth  item  in  cavalry — namely, 
artiUeiyand  seven  battelionsofhorseartm^^^^  troop   apiece  from    each' Yeomanry 

Our  scheme  18  this— that  there  should  always  ^      i5  i.  •      i-       ^i.  x  u         / 

be  in  this  country  at  full  war  strength  th(Mie  |  regiment,  which  implies  that  we  have  to 
permanent  parts  of  an  army  corps  >vnich  it  is  fill  up  the  vacancies  in  the  \eomanry.  I 
difficult  to  improvise.*'  am  trying  to  arrive  at  an  estimate  of  the 

effort  the  cpuntry  has  to  make  both  in 
Practically,  then,  as  I  understand  it,  the  men  and  in  money  to  meet  the  demands 
addition  we  are  now  making  to  the  scheme  j  of  the  Government,  and  how  far  the 
at  which  he  have  been  working  for  twelve  j  scheme  is  likely  to  succeed.  In  reference 
years  is  that  of  the  permanent  increase  of  |  to  the  addition  of  76,000  men  for  the 
two  army  corps.  As  to  the  permanent  i  auxiliary  forces,  I  should  like  to  ask  the 
increase  of  the  Army,  I  imderstand  the  '  same  question  as  I  have  asked  before : 
Government  propose  to  add  in  this  year  i  AVhy  is  the  Under  Secretary  so  sanguine  % 
27,000  men,  but  it  must  not  be  forgotten  |  Besides  this  permanent  increase  there  are 
that  we  are  practically  in  the  middle  of  i  also  temporary  demands.  You  are  calling 
ano:her  programme  ;  we  are  in  process  of    up   the   artillery    Reservists.     I    cannot 


raising  25,000  men  which  were  announced 
as  the  goal  of  the  Government  in  this 
matter  two  years  ago.      It  is   very    in- 


help  thinking  that  in  the  future  organi- 
sation the  200,000  men  connected  with 
the  twelve  Royal  Reserve  battalions  might 


teresting  to  observe  what  has  Ijecn  done  be  a  very  valuable  source  upon  which  to 
in  regard  to  raising  these  men.  In  1897  I  draw  when  an  increase  of  forces  for  home 
the  Government  put  forward  a  pro- '  defence  was  required.  What  is  this  very 
gramme  adding  to  the  military  forces  large  demand  going  to  cost  ?  The  hon. 
of  the  coujitry  9,024  men.  In  the  Member  for  East  Aberdeenshire  calculated 
following  year  they  extended  that  pro- !  the  cost  of  barracks  for  25,000  or  27,000 


gramme  and  announced  their  intention  of 
adding  25^(Jfe3  men  to  the  Army.  AVe 
have  now  the  proposal  to  add  another 
27,000,  so   that  there   has   been   a   pro- 


men,  but  it  is  going  to  be  more  than  that. 
There  will  be  barracks  for  40,000 .  men, 
and  if  you  are  going  to  do  something  to 
attract  a  superior  class  of  men,  the  cost 


gressive  increase  in  the  proposed  additions,  will  probably  be  much  more  than  the 
with  the  result  that  it  is  now  the  purpose  estimate  of  £120  per  man.  It  means  a 
of  the  Government  to  add  a  total  of  capital  expenditure  of  between  £5,000,000 
52,626  men.  How  far  has  this  purpose  and  £6,000,000  for  barracks  alone,  apart 
been  carried  out  1  The  increase  actually  i  from  ranges,  equipment,  the  initial  cost 
obtained  on  the  1st  January,  1899,  was  I  of  arms,  the  rearming  of  the  Volunteer 
12,636  pierij  but  from  that  number  must  artillery,  and  the  establishment  of  these 
be  deducted  4,500  men  in  the  first  class  i  forty  -  three  battalions.  It  is  just 
Army  Reserve,  leaving  a  net  increase  as  well  we  should  know  what 
after  tjie  scheme  hs^  been  in  operation  we  are  doing,  because  we  seem  to  be 
for  twp  years  of  8,136  men.  That  is  to.  drifting  into  responsibilities  which  we 
say,  W  the  1st  January,  1899,  you  had  I  scarcely  realise.  Another  very  important 
not  ^uccee^ed  in  carr}ing  out  the  first  i  question,  apart  from  the  cost,  is,  are  you 
programn;ie  of  1897.  According  to  my  j  going  to  get  the  m,en  1  We  have  had 
figures,  we  have  still  to  raise,  under  the  |  most  encouraging  figures  as  to  the  results 


schemes  of  these  three  years,  43,490  men 
for  the  Regular  Army.  By  the  present 
scheme  we  have  also  to  raise  76,000  men 
for  the  Militia,  Yeomanry,  and  Volunteers, 

Capt  Sinclair, 


of  recruiting  lately.  Both  here  and  in 
another  place  the  representative  of  the 
War  Office  has  told  us  hot^^  month  after 
month   there  has  been  a  very  generous 
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rally  of  recruits  to  the  services.  I  may 
incidentally  say  here  that  it  is  very  diifi- 
calt  to  discuss  these  larger  considerations 
in  connection  with  the  Army  without 
having  before  us  the  report  of  the 
Inspector  General  of  Recruiting.  The 
whole  question  of  whether  or  not  this  is 
a  wise  policy  on  the  part  of  the  Govern- 
ment depends  on  whether  it  is  likely  to 
be  realised.  How  far  does  our  experience 
of  recent  years  justify  us  in  the  expecta- 
tion that  we  should  get  all  these  men  1 
In  war  time  the  enthusiasm  and  patriotism 
of  the  country  runs  high,  and  recruiting 
receives  a  great  impulse,  but  what  is  it 
going  to  be  when  peace  again  reigng? 
There  cannot  be  worse  agents  for  recruit- 
ing than  those  men  who  will  shortly 
return  in  such  large  numbers  with  the 
loss  of  a  limb,  or  loss  of  health,  or  loss  of 
capacity  to  earn  a  living.  What  has 
happened  in  previous  years  t  Perhaps  I 
may  disregard  the  experience  of  the  past 
four  months,  as  it  does  not  afford  a 
normal  standard.  In  1897  the  Govern- 
ment brought  forward  a  proposal  involv- 
ing an  addition  of  9,000  men  to  the 
Army.  By  the  1st  January,  1899,  they 
had  succeeded  in  getting  8,000.  If  it 
takes  two  years  to  raise  8,000,  how 
long  will  it  take  to  raise  40,000? 
It  is  a  very  serious  responsibility 
for  this  House  and  for  the  country 
to  accept  the  proposals  made  by  the 
Government  as  the  minimum  consis- 
tent with  the  safety  of  the  country,  if  at 
the  same  time  the  way  cannot  be  clearly 
seen  in  the  present  proposals  by  which 
that  minimum  can  be  obtained.  That 
seems  to  be  the  situation  in  which  we 
stand.  In  all  quarters  of  the  House 
there  is  a  certain  amount  of  doubt  as  to 
whether  the  methods  proposed  by  the 
Government  will  be  successful  in  securing 
the  end  they  have  in  view.  Various 
expedients  have  been  proposed,  and  I 
rather  regret  that  some  of  them  have  not 
received  more  serious  consideration. 
There  is  the  question  so  often  raised  by 
the  hon.  and  gallant  Member  for  Great 
Yarmouth  as  to  the  employment  of 
marines  in  the  place  of  military  forces. 

The  under  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  FOR  WAR  ^Mr.  Wyndham, 
Dover)  :  The  hon.  Member  is  aware  that 
the  War  OflSce  has  no  power  over  the 
marines. 

Captain  SINCLAIR:  Certainly.  I 
am  only  pointing  out  that  that  expedient, 


if  carried  out,  would  have  the  effect  of 
releasing  some  battalions  from  th^ 
colonial  roster,  and  of  relaxing  in  some 
measure  the  strain  at  present  put  upon 
our  Army  system  owing  to  the  number  of 
battalions  we  have  to  keep  nbroad.  If 
you  are  going  to  give  the  present  sys- 
tem of  invitation  a  real  chance  you  must 
increase  the  present  inducements.  The 
old  inducements  are  n6t  sufficient.  In 
the  first  place,  we  must  contemplate  in- 
creased pay.  I  do  not  think  it  necessary 
that  the  initial  pay  should  be  increased, 
because  at  the  age  at  which  men  enter 
the  Army  they  do  not  consider  the 
question  of  pay  so  much  as  at  a  later 
period  of  life.  But  it  might  be  worth 
consideration  whether  the  pay  in  later 
years  should  not  be  increased,  and  whether, 
as  an  incentive  to  join  and  as  a  reward 
for  good  conduct,  you  should  not 
make  the  good  conduct  badges  fiot 
only  more  valuable  but  more  fi^uent. 
Another  inducement  which  is  necessary,  if 
you  are  going  to  add  to  the  attractiveness 
of  the  Army,  is  that  you  should  add  to 
the  number  of  married  men  in  a  regiment. 
Our  system  is  not  so  comfortable  as  in 
foreign  armies,  th«  study  of  which  sug- 
gests that  the  proportion  of  married  men 
in  our  regiments  is  not  v©ry  great,  and  it 
is  worthy  of  consideration  whether  the 
increase  of  that  proportion  to  each  regi- 
ment would  not  be  an  inducement  to^ 
recruiting.  I  need  not  say  a  word  about 
the  elasticity  of  the  service,  for  we  seem 
to  be  making  progress  in  that  reepeet. 
There  is  one  other  matter  that  has  been 
suggested  to  me  by  more  than  one  officer, 
and  that  is,  that  the  service,  as  'a  whole^ 
rather  lacks  a  career  for  the  best'  class 
of  non-commissioned  officers.'  It  might  be 
possible  to  increase  the  number  of  watrant 
officers  throughout  the  service)  Possibly, 
then,  the  senior  sergeant-majors  and- the 
various  leading  non-commissioned  officers 
who  are  now  senior  non-commissiotiec} 
officers  would  be  able  to  Work  ttp  to  4he 
rank  of  warrant  officers,  and  so  you  w*euld 
open  a  career  which  would  be  of  great 
value  to  the  Army.  Perhaps  I  'itiay 
be  allowed  to  say  a  word  •  abeut 
the  idea  that  there  should  bel  some 
training  in  civil  life.  I  feel  that  it 
might  be  possible  to  facilitate  and  regulate 
the  trans^r  of  men  from  the  cotours  ihto 
civil  life,  and  to  make  the  channel  between 
the  civil  population  and  the- Arlny*  more 
open.  This  could  be  done  by  some  con- 
dition on  leaving  the^  serviee  that  when- 
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ever  a  man  had  done  his  drills  and  become 
a  trained  and  competent  soldier  he  should 
be  allowed  to  go  to  civil  life  and  be  a 
foldier  on  whom  you  can  call  when 
required.  Then  there  is  another  point, 
and  that  is  what  is  the  increase  of  our 
Army  due  to  %  The  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  in  his  Memorandum  has  said  that 
our  growing  Imperial  responsibilities  are 
the  unmediate  cause  of  the  present  in- 
crease. That  is  perfectly  true,  but  we 
muBt  define  what  we  mean  by  growing 
Imperial  responsibilities.  I  suppose  it 
would  be  equally  true  of  the  Navy  to  say 
that  the  great  increase  there  was  due  to 
the  same  cause.  Even  in  the  present 
scheme  the  Under  Secretary  admitted 
that  in  providing  fifty-two  battalions  for 
India  and  thirty-nine  battalions  for  the 
colonies,  making  a  total  of  ninety-one 
battalions,  even  then  you  have  not  the 
full  number  to  keep  up  the  balance  of 
battalions  at  home  and  abroad. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  The  figures  I  used 
were  fifty-two  battalions  for  India,  three 
ior  Egypt,  seventeen  for  all  the  colonial 
stations  including  Gibraltar,  and  we  now 
propose  twelve  tor  South  Africa;  that 
makes  eighty-four,  and  deducting  the 
three  battalions  of  Guards  leaves  the  total 
at  eighty-one. 

Captain  SINCLAIR :  But  you  do  not 
get  the  162  battalions,  which  is  the  mul- 
tiple arrived  at  considering  the  number  of 
battalions  at  home  and  abroad.  I  do  not 
blame  the  Grovemment  for  not  having 

Sue  the  whole  length  of  162  battalions, 
i  I  am  pointing  out  with  all  our  great 
efforts  we  do  not  arrive  at  the  result 
which  we  want  to  attain.  What  is  it  that 
causes  this  increase  in  our  military  respon- 
sibility and  the  demands  made  upon  it  1 
Your  colonial  garrisons  number  fifty-nine 
I  battalions,  but  in  the  year  1888  they  only 
numbered  29,000  men.  When  I  speak  of 
the  colonial  forces  I  am  referring  not  to 
the  Queen's  battalions  sent  abroad,  but  to 
the  various  local  forces  raised  in  various 
parts  of  the  Empire,  and  put  on  the  Esti- 
mates under  Foreign  and  Colonial  Forces 
on  page  11  of  the  Army  Estimates. 
This  great  increase  is  supposed  to 
be  due  to  the  great  increase  of 
our  responsibilities  in  Africa,  Asia, 
and  different  parts  of  the  world.  The 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  says  it  is  not 
due  to  the  extension  of  our  Empire  in 
Africa  and  Asia,  and  that  it  has  been 

Cofi.  Sinclair. 


rendered  necessary  not  by  the  foreign 
policy  of  the  Government,  but  by  the 
naval  and  military  poh'cy  of  other 
countries.  That  is  very  important,  and  I 
believe  it  is  a  very  true  statement,  because 
it  must  be  seen  on  the  Estimates  that  so 
far  as  it  goes  the  forces  which  have  l>een 
called  into  being  by  our  colonial'  expan- 
sion in  Africa  and  Asia  consist  not  of 
forces  of  the  regular  Army,  but  very 
largely  of  those  colonial  forces  which  are 
not  in  the  Army  Estimates,  and  also  of  the 
forces  under  the  Colonial  and  the  Foreign 
Office,  which,  put  altogether,  form  a  very 
respectable  army.  When  we  come  to 
other  portions  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man's statement  I  must  confess  that  I  am 
obliged  to  differ.  It  is  perfectly  plain 
that  whatever  may  have  been  the  naval 
and  military  policy  of  other  countries,  the 
naval  policy  of  this  country  has  had 
some  influence  in  encouraging,  if  not 
actually  leading  the  way  for,  an  increase 
in  the  naval  expenditure  of  other 
countries.  I  am  afraid  that  may  be  the 
case  with  these  Army  Estimates,  and  if 
the  country  does  not  watch  closely  the 
increase  in  the  expenditure  on  the  part 
of  the  Army  we  may  be  led  into  the  same 
danger.  It  used  to  be  said  that  an  in- 
crease in  the  Navy  had  nothing  whatever 
to  do  with  the  Army,  but  whenever  an 
increase  takes  place  in  the  Navy  an  increase 
in  the  Army  generally  takes  place  with 
it.  If  this  great  increase  in  our  military 
expenditure  is  not  due  to  colonial  expan- 
sion, it  is  due  to  our  relations  with  other 
Powers.  If  we  choose  to  cultivate  a 
friendly  policy  and  make  it  our  aim 
and  object  to  cultivate  friendly  rela- 
tions with  other  Powers,  that  affords 
the  only  hope  of  moderating  the  naval  and 
military  expenditure  of  the  country. 
There  is  an  idea  abroad  that  we  and  other 
countries  must  go  to  large  territori^ 
and  keep  them  as  preserves  for  our  trade. 
Everyone  knows  that  that  was  the  first 
idea  of  colonies,  but  it  has  long  ago  been 
exploded.  I  venture  to  lay  emphasis  npon 
the  fact  that  the  alternative  and  only 
method  of  checking  an  increase  in  our 
naval  and  military  expenditure  is  to  adopt 
a  persistent  and  magnanimous  policy 
which  will  preserve  equanimity  ana  mag- 
nanimity between  those  great  Powers 
which  compete  with  us  in  armaments. 
It  is  difficult  to  discuss  these  questions  in 
view  of  the  present  South  African  en- 
tanglement. Upon  this  question  it  is 
difficult   to     dissociate    one*s    opinions. 
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because  we  are  all  standing  shoulder  to 
shoulder  to  get  the  country  out  of  the 
present  difficulty.  The  Under  Secre- 
tary for  War  tells  us  that  on 
this  side  we  have  no  middle  course 
between  denouncing  the  war  and  co-operat- 
ing cordially  with  the  Government  in  the 
permanent  proposals  which  they  put  for- 
ward, but  I  venture  to  differ  from  that 
statement.  I  do  not  beh'eve  that  the 
policy  of  the  present  Grovemment  has 
tended  to  reduce  the  necessity  for  arma- 
ments, lynd  I  do  believe  that  if  a  proper, 
friendlv,  and  self -controlled  policy  on  the 
part  of  this  country — ^which  ought  to  be 
mindful  of  the  aspirations  of  other 
people  as  well  as  our  own — had  been 
cultivated,  and  the  country  had  been 
helped  to  adopt  that  policy,  and  public 
opinion  educated  in  that  direction,  we 
should  have  gone  a  great  way  in  the 
direction  of  avoiding  what  I  believe  to  be 
a  real  danger  in  the  future,  and  that  is 
that  without  studying  these  questions  and 
without  going  into  them  carefully  we 
should  be  forced  by  an  ill-informed  public 
opinion  to  increase  very  largely  our  Army 
Estimates.  It  is  well  known  that,  upon 
this  matter,  there  is  a  very  powerful  pub- 
lic opinion  outside.  If  the  Government 
have  had  abuse  it  has  not  been  from  this 
side  of  the  House,  but  it  has  come  from 
those  outside  who  are  usually  the  sup- 
porters of  the  present  Government.  Those 
are  the  people  who  have  been  disap- 
pointed because  the  Gk)vemment  have  not 
adopted  more  extreme  measures  and 
resorted  to  compulsory  schemes.  In  Hie 
Times  to-day  there  is  a  repetition  and 
reiteration  of  a  proposal  that  we  should 
have  an  Army  League  to  hasten  and 
bustle  the  public  opinion  of  the  country 
at  a  time  when  it  cannot  be  said  to  be 
normal,  and  through  the  circumstances 
connected  with  this  war  compel  the 
Government  to  adopt  proposals  of  very 
great  magnitude.  I  am  extremely  grate- 
tul  to  the  House  for  allowing  me  to  speak 
80  long.  I  know  it  is  too  late  to  object 
to  these  increases  now  that  we  are  deeply 
committed  to  them,  but  I  raise  my  voice, 
humble  though  it  be,  in  order  to  iu*ge 
greater  vigilance  and  more  close  examina- 
tion of  the  proposals  of  the  Government, 
and  to  repeat  that,  so  far  as  the  present 
war  is  concerned,  I  am  at  one  with  the 
Government  in  wanting  to  get  it  over  and 
carried  out  to  its  final  conclusion.  I  trace 
this  increased  expenditure  not  only  to  in- 
creased responsibilities  abroad,  but  also  to 


the  policy   which   the  Govemmont  has 
pursued  ever  since  it  came  into  office. 

Sir  a.  ACLAND-HOOD  (Somerset- 
shire, Wellington)  :  The  hon.  and  gallant 
Grentleman  opposite  has  given  us  to- 
night, as  he  generally  does,  a  somewhat 
interesting  address.  In  the  long  address 
he  has  just  delivered  he  has  discussed  the 
^neral  policy  of  the  Gk)vemment,  but  he 
does  not  seem  to  recognise  the  fact  that 
this  country  is  now  at  war,  and  that  what 
we  care  about  in  voting  these  Estimates  is 
that  we  should  have  a  thoroughly  efficient 
army  in  South  Africa  and  also  an  efficient 
force  for  home  defence.  Instead  of  dis- 
cussing this  the  hon.  and  gallant  Member 
has  gone  more  into  questions  affecting  the 
general  policy  of  the  coimtry. 

Captain  SINCLAIR:  I  do  not  know 
whether  the  hon.  Member  was  here  during 
the  whole  of  my  speech. 

Sir  a.  ACLAND-HOOD :  Yes,  I  was. 

Captain  SINCLAIR:  I  stated  dis- 
tinctly that  I  wished  to  confine  myself  to 
the  permanent  increase  in  the  Estimates. 

Sir  a.  ACLAND-HOOD  :  The  hon. 
and  gallant  Member's  speech  from  be^- 
ning  to  end  referred  to  the  general  pohcy, 
but  I  wish  to  refer  to  the  war  policy,  for 
I  know  the  people  do  not  care  at  present 
about  the  policy  raised  in  the  remarks  of 
the  hon.  and  gallant  Member  opposite. 
The  people  of  this  country  want  to  see- 
our  troops  beat  the  Boers,  and  they  also 
want  a  sood  army  for  home  defence. 
We  are  asked  to  vote  a  very  large  number 
of  men,  and  in  that  you  have  two  new 
factors  ;  one  is  the  colonial  army  and  the 
other  the  Royal  Reserves.  Amongst 
the  remarks  made  by  my  hon.  friend 
the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
last  night,  the  remark  he  made 
about  our  colonial  forces  was  particularly 
interesting  to  me.  There  is  no  doubt 
that  we  have  in  our  colonial  forces  a  very 
great  soiu'ce  of  strength  to  rely  upon  in 
the  future.  I  happen  to  know  this  force, 
for  I  spent  two  years  in  Australia,  and  I 
was  an  officer  in  the  Victoria  Militia.  I 
know  the  stuff  those  men  are  composed 
of,  and  I  know  that  their  Militia  and 
artillery  are  ])erfectly  efficient  and  excel- 
lently trained.  I  hope  the  Committee 
will  allow  me  to  say  that  I  have  reisMl 
with  very  great  regret  of  the  death  of  that 
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able  officer  Colonel  Umphelby.     I  knew  '  ment  will  be  able  to  keep  up  their  strength 


that  gentleman  when  I  was  in  Vic- 
toria, and  I  can  sav  that  a  braver  or  a 
more  enthusiastic  soldier  of  the  Queen 
never  wore  a  luiiform.  With  regard  to 
this  question  of  our  colonial  forces  I  must 
point  out  that  it  is  one  which  requires  to 
be   handled  with   very  great  care.     Al- 


in  South  Africa.  Now  to  turn  to 
the  question  of  our  army  for  home 
defence.  I  do  not  propose  for  a  moment 
to  deal  with  the  permanent  proposals  of 
the  War  Office.  My  view  is  that  it  is 
ideal  to  reform  your  Army  permanently 
until  you  begin  at  the  top  and   reform 


though  all  our  colonies  are  loyal  they  are  |  your  War  Office.  I  simply  refer  to- 
all  exceedingly  jealous  of  interference  |  night  to  the  emergency  proposals  of  the 
with  their  local  forces,  and  do  not  desire  |  Government.  I  am  no  alarmist,  and  I 
to  be  connected  with  any  Imperial  scheme    do  not  believe  even  in  the  possibility  of 


or  official  red  tape.    Therefore,  we  should 


an  invasion   of   this  country,  although  a 


be  very  careful  indeed  how  we  try  to  raid  is  quite  possible,  I  believe  in  that 
bring  them  in  as  part  of  our  military  ,  possibility,  because  our  Fleet  might  pos- 
system.  That  will  perhaps  be  one  of  sibly  in  the  future  meet  with  a  tem- 
the  things  which  my  right  hon.  friend  porary  check,  which  in  these  days 
the  Colonial  Secretary  will  be  able  to  of  steam  power  would  l>e  far  more 
discuss  with  the  Australian  representatives  serious  than  under  the  old  conditions, 
when  they  come  over  here  to  discuss  I  Another  reason  why  we  should  have 
Imperial  Federation.  I  listened  to  my  i  an  army  for  home  defence  is  that  the 
hon.  friend's  speech  last  night,  as  I  always  ,  stronger  we  show  ourselves  at  home  the 
do,  with  the  greatest  interest  and  atten-  '  less  we  have  to  fear  from  complications 
tion,  for  he  is  always  eloquent  and  abroad.  I  think  it  was  announced  in  the 
amiable.  I  could  not  help  thinking,  how- 1  Army  Estimates  that  we  have  a  force  of 
ever,  that  he  was  like  the  prophet  Elijah,  400,000  men  at  home.  I  do  not  believe 
and  I  was  like  the  young  man,  for  my  I  in  the  argument  that  this  is  a  stage  army, 
-eyes  were  opened  ;  but,  unfortunately,  '  There  is  an  army  of  400,000  men  which 
when  my  hon.  friend  sat  down  that  vision  we  are  supposed  to  have  at  home,  and  I 
disappeared.  Now,  what  are  the  actual  look  upon  it  not  so  much  as  a  stage 
requirements  of  the  war  at  the  present '  army,  but  as  magic  lantern  army, 
time  ?  Two  things  are  required.  First '  What  we  do  want  \%  a  really  mobile  force 
of  all  we  want  a  constant  stream  of  drafts  j  at  home  which  we  can  use  not  to  repel 
for  pur  field  force,  in  South  Africa;  and,  !  invasions,  but  to  repel  a  raid.  I  do  trust 
secondly,  we  require  a  mobile  army  for  that  the  Groverument  will  seriously  take 
the  defence  of  our  country  at  home.  I  ]  into  consideration  the  question  of  giving 
think  when  the  Militia  now  embodied  j  up  this  useless  idea  of  locking  up  a 
have. gone  out  we  shall  then  have  quite  number  of  Volunteers  to  defend  the  forts 
sufficient  units  in  South  Africa.  Our  \  around  London.  If  the  forts  around 
duty  then  will  l)e  to  keep  up  a  constant  j  London  are  to  be  held  by  Volunteers 
stream  of  drafts.  To  do  this  we  have  when  London  is  being  invested,  it  will  l)e 
three  forces.  There  are  the  recruits  I  then  time  to  haul  down  our  flag.  My 
enlisted  some  twelve  or  eighteen  months  |  hon.  and  gallant  friend  earlier  in  the 
ago.  Then  ^here  is  Section  I)  of  the  '  session  talked  in  an  eloquent  way  of 
Army  Reserves,  and  we  have  a  certain  our  gallant  troops  who  were  going 
number  of  men  who  are  temporarily  to  guard  the  heart  of  the  Empire, 
invalided  for  medical  reasons,  but  who  i  As  regards  the  Royal  Reserve  battalions 
will  be  ready  to  go  out  again  for  duty  in  there  is  a  certain  amount  of  justice  to  be 
a  short  time.  With  these  forces  we  should  |  done  to  the  old  soldier.  A  great  many 
have  no  difficulty  in  raising  .3,000  old  soldiers  who  have  joined  the  Imperial 
men  every  month  as  drafts  for  South  Yeomanry  and  the  Volunteers  and  gone 
Africa,  which  should  be  quite  sufficient,  abroad  have  not  received  a  sixpence  of 
I  know  that  our  losses  at  the  commence-  bounty,  l)ut  these  men  who  have  stayeii  at 
ment  of  the  war  were  very  heavy,  but  if  |  home  and  joined  for  garrison  duty  have  re- 
we  can  keep  up  drafts  of  3,000  men  per  ceived  a  bounty.  That,  I  think,  is  a 
month  I  think  we  shall  do  very  well,  and  ,  gross  injustice.  When  these  proposals 
.we  cannot  expect  our  losses  to  be  in  the  were  introduced  three  weeks  ago  my 
future  anything  like  so  heavy  as  they  impression  was  that  the  old  soldier  who 
have  been  during  the  past  ^\c  months,  was  called  to  the  colours  would  have 
With  these   drafts  I    think  the  Govern-    participated  — 

Sir  A.  Arlaml-Hodff, 
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Mr.  WyNDHAM  :  They  came  back  to  '  I  should  suggest  that,  instead  of  having  a 
serve  idv  pension.  month  in  camp,  the  Volunteers  should 

I  have  eight  days  in  camp  under  military 

Sir  a.  ACL  AND-HOOD  :  The  avail-  law  and  under  Regular  officers,  and  during 
able  number  was,  we  were  told,  170,000,  the  whole  of  that  time  should  be  kept  at 
and  that  the  number  expected  to  return  drill.  Eight  days  of  proper  training 
was  45,000  or  50,000,  and  that  the  num-  :  under  military  law  and  Regular  officers 
i>i.Ui.i.j      X         J  i»T  /^/^rw      mi_    '  would  do  a  fiTcat  deal  more  good  than  the 

ber  that  had  returned  was  17,000.     The    ^^^^^.^  gols-you-please  that  the  Govern- 

non-retum    of     those     who     have    not  ^lent  proposes.     All  these  schemes  with 

responded  to  the  call  is  not  due  to  any  regard  to  the  Volunteers  are  in  the  hands 

want  of  patriotism  or  loyalty,  but  is  be-  of  employers  of  labour,  and  the  Govern- 

cause  they  cannot  afford  it.     A  man  with  nient  should  endeavour  to  get  the  em- 

a  family   to  support,  who  is   in  regular  pHv^^''^  of  labour  on  their  side.     If  a  man 

^^^1  «       *  •  1  f    PI      «    has  a  number  of  Volunteers  m  his  service, 

employment  earning  a  salary  of  £\   or  ■  .^  ^^  ^^^^^^  ^^^^  ^.^  ^^^.^^^^  ^^^^  ^^^^^; 

258.  a  week,  cannot  afford  to  throw  it  up.  ^YsiXq  those  men  are  away  in  camp,  and 
The  bounty  of  X22  is  too  large  and  too  that  loss  should  be  returned  to  him 
small.  It  is  too  small  to  attract  the  best  |  in  some  way.  My  suggestion  is  that 
class  of  men — men  who  are  in  regular  ,  as  this  is  a  temporary  scheme,  where  a-n 
«mployment-^nd  a  smaller  bounty  would  employer  of  labour  can  return  half  of  his 
be  sufficient  to    attract  those   who  are    employees,  between  the  ages  of  twenty  ^ 

J  .  11V  T..    •       1        thirty,  as  efficient  Voluntpers,  he  should 

engaged  m    casual     labour.     It    is   also    ^^^^^^  ^^  ^^    ^^^    abatement  on    his 

a  great  mistake  to  form  new  Mihtia  income  tax,  and  I  can  assure  my  right 
units.  The  second  line  which  we  have  to  hon.  friend  that  if  he  adopts  the  eight 
fall  back  on  for  a  mobile  line  in  times  of  days  tamp  instead  of  the  twenty -eight 
necessity  is  the  Militia,  and,  as  everybody  i  days  camp,  he  would  get  back  that  money 
knows,  the  condition  of  the  Militia  is  '  over  and  over  again.  1  hope  the  emer- 
deplorable.  It  is  very  well  to  take  |  gency  proposals  of  the  Government  will 
abroad  battalions  of  Militia,  but  if  you  be  a  success,  and  that  we  shall  have  in 
are  going  to  embody  them  and  depend  this  country  a  mobile  force  able  to  make 
upon  them  for  national  defence  the  proper  our  shores  secure  against  invasion, 
thing  would  be  to  make  a  fresh  battalion  ' 

and  to  get  Reserve  men  to  join  them.  If  ^^^  WYNDHAM  :  My  hon.  and  gal- 
old  soldiers  were  tempted  to  lom  the  ,  i.  .  ,  ,  ,  .11  1  .1 
Militia-if  they  were  given  a  small  ^^""^  ^^?«»d  ^*^^  ^^^  J^^*  addressed  the 
bounty  to  join  for  a  fortnight  or  a  month's  Committee  has  brought  into  the  discussion 
training,  the  Militia  would  be  strengthened  '  a  great  deal  of  experience  and  of  know- 
enormously.     A  small  bounty  of  £4   or    which  he  has  accumulated  during  a  dis- 


X5  might  be  given,  and  a  great  many ,  old 
soldiers  who  could  not  leave  their  work 
for  a  longer  period  would  train  with  the 
Militia  for  a  fortnight  and  would   make 


tinguished  career.  Some  of  his  sugges- 
tions are  points  we  have  considered  and 
reluctantly  set  on  one  side.  He  touched 
that  body  much  more  valuable  as  a  on  the  colonial  forces,  and  he  has  had 
mobile  force  in  case  of  need.  I  think  my  I  some  experience  of  them,  and  he  paid  a 
sugpstion  is  a  feasible  one.  With  regard  tribute  to  them.  He  went  on  to  express 
to  the  suggestion  to  call  out  the  Volunteers  ^  sentiment  with  which  I  absolutely  agree, 
for  a  month's  training  annually,  that  m    ^^^^  ^^^^^  j  ^^  ^^.^^  ^^  ^^  1^^^ 

my  opinion  is  fantastical  to  a  degree.     1,.,  i.i^  .^^j-.. 

have  made  inquiries  of  Volunteer  colonels,  night-mimely,  that  we  must  not  dictate 
and  the  universal  opinion  is  that  it  is  |  to  the  forces  of  our  colonies,  that  we  must 
absolutely  impossible.  Neither  employers  not  look  to  the  forces  of  our  colonies  to 
of  labour,  officers,  nor  men  could  afford  it.  '  help  us  in  the  daily  routine  work  of  our 
It  is  a  strong  demand  to  make  on  em- 1  ^^^^^  Empire.     It  is  true  we  are  sup 

ployers  to  grant  Volunteers  /j^^. ^^^^^^ '  porting  the  largest  burden;  but  how 
service  a  month  s  holiday  m  addition  to    \..    P  ,  ,jP  ,       . ,  t,     -     e 

paying  war  taxation,  keeping  their  ^'^^^^  '^  ^«  considering  the  extent  of  our 
places  open  for  Reserve  men,  and  wealth  and  considering  the  fact  that  this 
giving    their    wives    half    their     wages.    House,  after  all,  does  in  the  last  degree, 
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through  the  Government  of  the  day, 
advise  the  Sovereign,  who  is  the  single 
link,  the  one  symbol  of  unity  of  the  whole 
Empire.  But  let  us  be  careful  not  to 
trade  on  that  fact.  Let  us  use  that 
advantage  with  the  utmost  tact  and  the 
utmost  discretion.  Let  us  never  use  that 
power  of  advising  the  Crown  through  the 
Ministry  of  the  day  in  such  a  manner  as 
to  lead  the  representative  Assembly  of 
any  dependency  of  the  Crown  to  think 
that  we  wish  to  interfere,  by  dictation  or 
even  by  suggestion,  in  a  matter  so  inti- 
mately within  the  province  of  their 
own  discretion  as  the  force  which 
they  elect  to  raise  and  pay  in  any 
one  year.  I  said  last  night,  and 
I  say  it  again,  that  after  what  we  have 
seen  we  may  believe  that,  if  any  other 
emergency  arises  which  puts  a  strain  upon 
the  actual  and  potential  forces  of  the 
Empire  as  a  whole,  the  colonies  will  do  in 
the  future  what  they  have  done  during 
the  last  few  months,  and  we  may  expect 
that  they  will  put  themselves  in  a  position 
to  act  when  they  wish  to  act  side  by  side 
with  ourselves.  Then  the  hon.  and 
gallant  Baronet  referred,  and  I  was  glad 
to  hear  it,  to  the  exigencies  of  the  present 
time.  He  said  we  cared  more  about  the 
war  in  South  Africa  than  we  did  about 
War  Office  reform.  That  is  quite  tnie. 
Everybody  knows  that  when  the  chief 
military  officers  of  the  War  Office  are 
working  during  the  hours  and  under  the 
pressure  that  they  are  working  now,  it  is 
not  the  moment  to  discuss  or  consider 
War  Office  reform.  My  hon.  and  gallant 
friend  said  that  when  the  Eighth  Division 
had  arrived  in  South  Africa  the  total 
number  of  troops  in  South  Africa  would 
be  about  208,000,  and  that  we  ought  not 
to  increase  the  number  of  units.  I  quite 
affree.  He  also  touched  upon  the  question 
of  drafts.  Unfortunately,  I  have  not  with 
me  the  total  of  the  drafts  up  to  the  most 
recent  date,  but  up  to  January  31st  we 
had  sent  out  to  South  Africa  as  drafts  to 
the  Regular  troops  12,061  men.  What 
has  so  often  been  lost  sight  of  is  that  the 
losses  have  always  been  made  good.  Up 
to  the  end  of  January  over  12,000  men 
had  been  sent  out  as  dmfts,  and  not  as 
units  to  South  Africa,  and  only  2,611 
of  them  were  drawn  from  the  Militia 
Reserve.  Therefore,  the  inroad  made  on 
the  Militia  Reserve  is  not  nearly  so  large 
as  has  been  supposed.  If  we  can  main- 
tain that  stream  of  drafts  -and  I  know 
we   can    maintain    it — it    will    be    seen 

Mr.  JVyrulham. 


that  a  good  deal  that  has  been  said 
inside  this  House  and  outside  it  about  the 
Regular  troops  left  in  this  country  is 
very  highly  coloured  and  exaggerated. 
I  never  pretended  that  the  109,(]So  men 
left  in  the  country — now  101,000 — were 
in  units.  I  have  always  told  the  House 
exactly  how  many  units  there  are  in  this 
country,  in  India,  and  in  the  Colonies, 
and  I  cannot  give  that  table  every  time 
the  matter  is  referred  to.  When  I  say 
that  there  are  seventeen  battalions  in  this 
country  I  cover  the  whole  ground,  and  it 
follows  that  the  men  left  in  the  country 
are  largely  made  up  of  recruits  and 
Reservists ;  but,  as  far  as  there  are  any 
Regular  regiments  and  Reservists  left,  those 
regiments  and  those  Reservists  are  every 
bit  as  good  as  those  who  have  proceeded 
to  South  Africa  and  covered  themselves 
with  glory.  No  one  can  say  that  the 
Eighth  Division  is  one  whit  behind  the 
First  or  the  Second,  or  any  of  those 
which  have  gone  out.  Passing  from  the 
exigencies  of  the  situation  in  South 
Africa,  I  follow  my  hon.  and  gallant 
friend  to  the  question  of  home  defence. 
He  says  we  must  have  a  mobile  Army. 
I  do  not  any  longer  pledge  myself  to  my 
own  view  as  to  wnat  is  a  mobile  army.  I 
take  refuge  in  the  fact  that  everyone 
says  you  ought  to  have  it ;  but  in  dis- 
cussing the  question  my  hon.  and  gallant 
friend  ran  a  tilt  against  the  Royal  Reserve 
battalions.  A  mobile  army  to  be  mobile 
must  be  made  up  of  troops  who  are 
proficient  soldiers,  and,  therefore,  in  & 
year  when  we  have  sent  so  many  of 
the  trained  troops  out  of  the  country^ 
it  is  righb  and  proper  in  our  judgment,  sa 
ai  emergency  measure  for  one  year,  to 
draw  on  this  large  reserve  of  men  who  are 
thoroughly  trained  and  efficient,  and  who 
have  done  some  seven  years  with  the 
colours.  My  hon.  and  gallant  friend  says, 
"Your  proposal  is  either  too  large  or  too 
small " ;  too  large  because  it  may  give 
umbrage  to  men  who  are  serving  in  the 
Militia,  and  too  small  because  the  bounty 
will  not  compensate  the  men  for  giving  up 
the  wages  they  are  earning.  When  I 
hear  my  hon.  and  gallant  friend  say  that 
our  proposal  is  both  too  large  and  too 
small,  I  think  I  may  believe  that,  perhaps^ 
we  have  found  the  real  mean  which  is 
described  by  the  epithet  "golden."  My 
hon.  and  gallant  friend  said  that  our  pro- 
posal is  unfair  to  the  man  who  has  been 
a  soldier  and  is  now  serving  in  the 
Militia,   l)ut    a  moment    afterwards    he 
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suggests  that  we  ought  to  have  invited 
such  men  to  join  the  Militia.  But  if  you 
were  to  compensate  them  for  that  you 
would  not  only  have  an  injustice  but  a 
flagrant  injustice,  for  you  would  leave  the 
Mmtiaman  in  his  Militia  pay  and  the 
Koyal  Reserve  man  drawing  much  larger 
emoluments  falling  in  day  by  day  next  to 
him  in  the  ranks.  That  very  proposal 
when  carefully  considered  was  set  on  one 
side  because  it  was  thought  better  to 
make  the  Royal  Reserve  scheme  a  frankly 
emergency  measure,  standing  alone  for 
one  year,  and  I  think,  on  the 
whole,  that  that  was  the  wisest  course. 
My  hon.  and  gallant  friend  also 
touched  upon  the  question  of  the 
Volunteers — on  that  point  1  must  appeal 
from  him  to  my  hon.  friend  the  Member 
for  the  Lewes  Division  of  Sussex,  who 
has  been  for  so  many  years  intimately 
connected  with  the  Volunteer  movement, 
and  when  he  comes  forward  and  tells  us 
that  our  scheme  is  a  sound  one  I  am,  at 
any  rate,  inclined  not  to  despair.  I^may 
tell  my  hon.  and  gallant  friend  that  all 
the  questions  he  has  put  to  me  may  be 
answered  in  the  affirmative.  The  Govern- 
ment will  provide  camps  and  rations  and 
pay,  and  treat  the  Volunteers  in  every 
respect  on  the  footing  of  the  private 
soldier. 

Sir     a.    ACLAND-HOOD:     Under 
military  law  ? 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  Well,  I  do  not  think 

you  can  put  Volunteers  under  military  law 

unless    they    are    working  side  by  side 

with  Regular  troops,  but  in  this  case  they 

will  be  working  side  by  side  with  Regular 

troops  more  often  than  not.     The  hon. 

Member  for  Forfar  has  spoken  at  some 

length,  and  he  takes  a  gloomy  view  of 

things.  He  harps  upon  two  things :  the 
difficulty  of  getting  men  on  the  terms 
we  now  offer  and  the  necessity  of  retrench- 
ment in  the  Elstimates.  He  asked  why 
we  do  not  use  the  marines.  The  marines 
are  all  required  when  the  Fleet  is  mobile, 
and  of  all  the  crimes  against  the  Navy 
that  of  robbing  it  of  the  marines 
would  be  the  most  warmly  resented. 
The  hon.  Member  used  what  I  thought  a 
very  unfortunate  expression  in  regard  to 
the  colonies,  in  comparing  them  to  other 
uncivilised  countries;  but  I  will  not 
pursue    that.     The    hon.    Member   sug- 


gested that  we  ought  to  have  more 
married  men  in  the  Army.  Again,  I 
reply  that  that  will  not  favourably  affect 
the  cause  of  retrenchment,  because,  as 
has  been  pointed  out,  one  of  the  most  im- 
portant ultimate  increases  due  to  any 
increase  in  the  Army  is  the  increase  in 
the  charge  for  barracks,  more  especially 
in  the  charge  for  married  quarters. 

Captain  SINCLAIR :  I  accepted  the 
Government  scheme,  but  I  thought  I  had 
made  suggestions  which  would  have  made 
the  Army  a  little  more  attractive. 

Mr,  WYNDHAM  :  Quite  true.  The 
truth  is,  recruiting  is  at  the  bottom  of  the 
whole  difficulty.  We  have  been  working 
hardly  and  patiently  at  the  problem  of 
recruiting,  and  our  recruiting  has  ex- 
panded during  the  last  three  years  from 
27,000  to  40,000.  The  recruiting  this 
year,  I  admit,  with  the  adventitious  aid 
of  the  war  excitement  has  leapt  up  to 
70,000.  Are  we  then  to  despair  on  the 
road  we  are  pursuing  with  such 
results,  and  when  we  have  only  begun 
during  the  last  three  or  four  years  to 
tackle  this  problem  of  recruiting  in  a 
thoroughly  methodical  manner?  No; 
that  is  part  of  our  task  which  is  the  most 
difficult,  but  it  is  the  part  from  which  we 
hope  to  achieve  the  greatest  results  and 
advantages  in  the  long  run ;  and  it  is. 
the  only  field  on  whicn  we  can  work. 
"You  ought  to  vote  the  establishment 
needed  for  the  Empire,"  said  an  hon. 
Member,  "  and  then  get  the  men." 

Mr.  WARNER :  What  I  said  was  that 
we  had  certain  sections  of  the  establish- 
ment which  were  not  intended  to  be  filled 
up  at  all. 

Mr.  AVVNDHAM:  Well,  I  wiU  not 
follow  that  up.  My  hon.  and  gallant 
friend  the  Member  for  Taunton  mourned 
overthe  development  of  my  characteristics,, 
since  I  was  an  attached  officer  in  his 
regiment,  due  to  the  pernicious  influences 
of  the  War  Office.  He  told  us  there  wa» 
a  upas  tree  in.  the  War  Office,  the 
mephitic  fumes  of  which  paralysed  the 
brains  of  all  who  came  near,  so  that> 
however  eager  we  may  have  been  in 
earlier  days  for  reform,  from  that  moment 
not  a  word  on  the  sul)]ect  was  heard  from 


sn 


Supply 


{COMMONS 


(Armtf  Estimates), 


812 


jiis.  Of  course  not.  All  that  might  be 
accepted  without  bringing  in  the  upas 
tree  and  all  those  other  allegoncal  appli- 
ances. The  representative  of  the  VVar 
Office  cannot  air  his  own  ideas  and  fancies 
in  the  House.  He  cannot  make  the  kind 
of  speech  delivered  by  the  hon.  and 
pliant  Member  for  Forfar,  for  the 
Government  would  be  accused  of 
breach  of  faith  if  wc  did  not 
set  up  forthwith  barracks  for  married 
men.  I  can  only  indicate  reforms 
and   propound  schemes  which  have  been 

considered    sCnd    decided  upon,  and   for 

which  the  funds  are  provided  in  the  Esti- 
mates. But  I  can  assure  my  hon.  and 
gallant  friend  that  in  hours  of  leisure  my 

imagination  plays  over  vast  orbits  which 

woiild   satisfy  even  him.     My  hon.  and 

gallant  friend  did  make  some  suggestions 

of  a  practical  character.     A  most  valuable 

one    was  that   we   should   diminish    the 

amount   of  fatigue  work  placed   on  our 

soldiers  in  the  Army.     I  quite  agree  with 

that,  and  we  have  taken  some  steps  in 

that    direction.       The    C'ommittec    will 

remember  that  in  the   Estimites  of  last 

year  we  took  money  for  bringing  back  a 

certain  number  of  resernsts  and  pen- 
sioners to  do  such  fatigue  work  in  order 

to  liberate  the  soldiers  more  to  perform  i  ^^^^  CHARLES  DILKE  (Gloucester- 
their  proper  military  duties.  I  do  not  j  ^^.  ^^^^^^  ^^  ^y^^. ,  ^^j^^^  j  ^^^^ 
think  we  can  press  that  reform  too  far.    ^^.^^  ^^  ^^^  ^  ^^^  ^^^^^^  ^^  h^d 

Then  the  hon.  Gentleman  criticisod  us  on  !  ^^^^^^^^^  ^^  ^^^  statement  made  by  the 
the   score  that  certain  meml>ers  of    the    ^^^^^^  ^^  ^y^^  jjouse  at  Manchester. 
Headquarl:ers  tStatt  had  procoederl  to  the  | 

theatre  of  war.  That  is  a  legitimate',  ^^  ,.r*r^TT.TT  *  xt  t  i  ..  ^u-  i  t 
criticism,  but  I  fail  to  see  how  the  state  '  Mr.  ^^  YNDHAM  :  I  do  not  think  I 
of  things  of  which  he  complains  is  to  be  ,  will  pursue  that  topic.  It  is  hard  enough 
avoided.  It  is  one  of  the  m  my  cases  in  ]  to  take  up  all  the  speeches  made  from  day 
which  the  ideal  conflicts  with  the  practical  '  ^o  dav  in  the  House  and  to  conduct  the 
in  the  management  of  our  Army,  and  you  '  op^iinary  work  of  my  office  without  going 
have  to  make   the  best  compromise  you  j  ^  ^^^^^^  ^^  speeches  delivered  under 

call.     Aa   to  the   qusstion  of   remount",  1  ,.„  .     '^    ^  ,,  ... 

I   should   hardlv    be     iustified     in  deal- ,  very  different  circumstances  three  months 


this    matter  1    must  say  that   I   cannot 
admit  that   the    absence  of    cavalry  or 
deficiency  of    artillery   at    a    particular 
place,  or  on  a  particular   day,  is  to ,  be 
charged  to  the  War  Office.     In  speaking 
on  the  Address  I  pointed  out  that  certain 
provision    was    made,   to    n^ature    at  a 
certain  date,  but  that,  owing  to  accident 
or  misfortune,  or,  if  you  like,  mistake, 
these   plans  were  altered,   and  that  un- 
doubtedly Lord  Methuen  found  himself 
without  a  proper  proportion  of  cavalry. 
But  if  this  charge  is  to  be  pressed  home 
it  ought  to  have  been  pressed  home  in 
October  last,  when  we  stated  the  exact 
conditions  of  the  force  that  was  to  bo  sent 
out.     I   do    not    think    the    right   hon. 
Baronet  will  sav  that  for  the  47,000  men 
then    contemplated   eight-   regiments  of 
cavalry  was  an  inadequate  complement. 
The  plan  which  we  made  was  properly  pro- 
portioned, but  it  was  not  on  a  sufficiently 
large  scale.   The  whole  plan  was  deranged 
owing  to  several  incidents,  but  the  detect 
has  been   remedied,   and   both  as  to  the 
proportion  of  cavalry  and  guns  I  am  pre- 
pared to  attempt   to  convince   the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  that  our  case  is  a  fairly 
good  one. 


hardly  be  justified 
ing  with  it  fully,  but  in  order 
to  relieve  apprehension  I  may  say 
that  we  have  s6nt  about  12,000  remount:* 
to  the  Cape  in  addition  to  the  horses 
with  the  units,  and  that  there  are  8,000 
more  on  their  way.  I  do  not  think  we 
need  be  anxious  at  all  on  that  score, 
though,  of  course,  on  any  one  day,  and 
in  any  one  place,  we  may  be  short  of 
horses  for  transport,  or  even  for  artillery. 


ago. 


Of  course  I  wish  it  to  be  understood 
that  I  have  never  said  we  had  five  guns 
for  every  thousand  mon  under  arms  in 
South  Africa,  but  that  the  forces  in  the 
fighting  line  would  have  five  guns  for 
every  thousand.  The  number  of  field 
guns  that  wc  have  in  South  Africa  is  392. 
Reduce  that  and  it  gives  you  78,400  men 
in  the  fighting  line  with  field  guns,  and  I 
do   not   believe   that   Lord   Roberts  and 


These  are  accidents  that  must  at  times  ,  Sir  Red  vers  Buller  acting  conjointly  or 
overtake  us  when  we  are  conducting  i  separately  could  ever  put  more  than 
miHtary  operations  in  a  theatre  of  war  '  78,400  men  in  line  in  front  of  the  enemy, 
about  seven  times  as  large  as  this  ,  Including  semi-mobile  and  siege  guns 
kingdom.     If  I  may  pass  a  criticism  on  i  there     are     479    guns  m   South  Afnca, 

Mr.  JVyndhim. 
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and  Lord  Robertsis  satisfied  with  that  total. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  North-east  Manchester  has  invited 
our  attention  to  the  steps  we  have  taken 
in  order  to  procure  officers  for  the  Army. 
His  remarks  have  received  and  will 
receive  the  most  careful  consideration, 
but  there  are  certain  difficulties.  We 
must  fijet  more  officers  for  the  Army,  and 
t)he  output,  if  I  may  so  put  it,  of  Sand- 
hurst and  of  Woolwich  is  determined  by 
their  four  walls.  You  have  only  one 
cadet  for  one  room.  You  can  increase 
the  output  by  shortening  the  term,  and 
that  has  been  done.  But  a  cadet  could 
receive  no  military  training  at  all  unless 
he  were  retained  there  for  one  year,  or  ki 
least  for  six  months.  Therefore  we  must 
go  to  other  sources  of  supply.  We  hold 
that  if  a  man,  say  of  twenty-three  y^ars, 
has  passed  the  examination  at  the  uni- 
versity, or  has  now,  under  the  great  stress 
of  the  present  circumstances,  been  selected 
by  the  Vice-Chancellor  on  his  responsi- 
bility— we  think  that  test  gives  us  as 
good  a  qualification  as  we  can  find.  That 
is  really  the  whole  matter ;  it  is  a  ques- 
tion of  demand  and  supply. 

♦Sir  J.  FERGUSSON  (Manchester, 
N.  E.)  :  I  may  remind  my  hon.  friend  of 
what  I  really  did  say.  I  pointed  out  that 
there  were  public  schools  which  had  no 
instructors  and  no  cadets,  and  I  said  that 
it  would  be  unfair  to  give  the  proposed 
new  direct  commissions  in  priority  to 
men  who  had  probably  not  undergone 
any  military  training  in  these  schools. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  It  might  be  that 
the  men  receiving  commissions  might 
have  some  other  qualifications,  A  man 
might  very  well  have  failed  two  or  three 
years  ago  in  his  examinations,  and  have 
gone  into  the  Militia  for  military  tmining ; 
but,  no  doubt,  some  hard  cases  may  arise. 
The  Military  Secretary,  however,  assures 
me  that  he  has  taken  every  care  that  in 
these  particular  cases  every  semblance  of 
hardship  and  injustice  should  be  avoided, 
and  that  candidates  from  schools  or  col- 
leges should  be  widely  distributed,  so  as 
to  cause  the  least  possible  hardship.  The 
difference  is  really  so  small  that  I  think 
it  ought  not  to  be  urged  against  us  at  a 
time  like  the  present.  I  believe  I  have 
dealt  with  most  of  the  topics  raised  on 
this  Vote ;    and  if    hon.    Members  are 


satisfied  that  I  have  endeavoured  to  meet 
them  generally,  I  shall  deal  with  any 
points  that  remain  over  when  we  come  to 
discuss  the  hard  practical  details  of  each 
branch  of  the  service. 

*SiR   BRAMPTON    GURDON    (Nor- 
folk, N.) :  I  am  anxious  to  obtain  fuller 

information,  in  regard  to  a  subject  to 
which   I   called    attention   on  a   former 

Vote,  but  was  then  informed  it 
would  be  more  regular  on  the 
Army  Estimates.  I  allude  to  a  state- 
ment which  appeared  in  The  Times 
with  reference  to  a  battalion  of  800 
natives  which  were  taken  from  British 
Central  Africa — a  very  low  type  of  un- 
tutored savages,  not  even  like  the  Zulus 
— and  had  been  sent  without  their  wives 
and  families  to  Mauritius,  which  we  may 
call  a  civilised  country,  the  country  of 
Paul  and  Virginia,  and  placed  there  in 
the  position  of  a  British  regiment  to  per- 
form ordinary  garrison  duties.  Naturally 
the  despatch  of  these  savage  men  to 
Maiu'itius  was  taken  by  the  inhabitants 
as  an  insult,  and  they  were  subjected  to 
some  persecution.  When  only  a  short 
time  in  the  island  they  raided  a  village, 
wounded  thirty-five  men,  committed  theft, 
and  outraged  some  women.  The  Times 
corresponcient  says  that  great  disappoint- 
ment was  felt  at  the  want  of  success  of 
that  experiment.  I  cannot  understand 
how  anyone  who  knew  the  nature  of 
these  men  could  express  disappointment 
at  the  failure  of  the  experiment.  They 
are  good  enough  men  in  their  own 
country  against  Arab  slave  raiders 
or  recalcitrant  chiefs,  if  allowed  to  live  in 
lines  with  their  wives  and  families ;  but 
they  are  quite  unfit  to  perform  garrison 
duties  in  a  civilised  country.  I  am 
anxious  to  know  what  has  become  of 
that  battalion.  I  understand  that  when 
the  raid  took  place  in  Mauritius 
the  men  were  interned  in  a  quaran- 
tine island.  That  was  a  cruel  punish- 
ment. I  asked  on  a  former  occasion 
what  had  become  of  these  men,  and  I  was 
informed  that  they  were  returning  to 
Africa.  I  naturally  believed  that  they 
would  be  sent  back  to  their  own  homes, 
but  from .  the  statement  which  accom- 
panied the  Army  Estimates  it  appears 
that  they  are  on  their  way  to  Somali- 
land.  I  wish  to  have  some  positive 
assurance  from   the  Treasury  Bench  on 
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this  subject  that  papers  will  be  laid  on 
the  Table  of  Jhe  Blouse,  and  that  the 
Government  will  not  again  attempt,  as 
they  did  in  Mauritius,  to  play  the  game  of 
Buffalo  Bill  on  so  large  a  scale.  I  hope 
that  if  these  troops  are  really  going  to 
fight  in  Somaliland,  great  care  will  be 
taken  to  exercise  full  control  over  them, 
and  not  allow  them  to  commit  any  such 
atrocities  as  had  been  committed  in 
Mauritius.  And,  lastly,  I  hope  that  the 
Government  will  at  the  very  first  oppor- 
tunity send  these  men  to  their  own  homes 
again. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM:  I  am  not  an 
authority  upon  the  character  of  the 
various  tribes  of  Central  Africa.  It 
seems  that  this  regiment  has  been  taken 
away  from  Mauritius  because  the  experi- 
ment of  placing  it  there  was,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  War  Office,  a  failure,  and 
its  place  has  been  taken  by  two  regular 
regiments  of  native  infantry  from  the 
Indian  Army.  I  feel  bound  to  inform 
hon.  Members  that  there  is  another 
side  to  this  story,  and  that  this 
regiment  does  not  deserve  to  be 
held  up  to  public  odium  by  any  means. 
For  some  time  they  were  subjected  to 
prolonged  provocation ;  they  were  in- 
sulted, stoned,  and  goaded  into  reprisals. 
When  the  hon.  Member  says  he  hopes 
that  in  Somaliland,  whither  they  have 
been  despatched,  they  will  be  under 
proper  control,  we  can  say  that  we  will 
take  that  care.  No  great  care  is  needed 
on  our  part,  because,  although  these  men 
did  break  out,  and  the  extent  of  the 
wrong  they  committed  is  a  matter  of 
doubt^  the  moment  their  officers  appeared 
on  the  scene  they  fell  in  and  returned  to 
the  path  of  duty.  The  men  were  sub- 
jected to  severe  punishment,  but  we 
believe  that  they  will  form  a  useful 
battalion  in  the  forces  of  the  Empire. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN :  The  hon.  Gentle- 
man used  the  expression  that  these  troops 
were  under  the  War  Office  last  year,  but 
he  does  not  say  whether  they  were  sent 
to  Somaliland  under  the  Foreign  Office. 
I  ask  whether  a  report  has  been  received 
from  the  commanding  officer  in  Mauritius, 
and  whether  that  report  will  be  circu- 
lated or  laid  on  the  Table  of  the  House. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM :  I  will  ask  my  hon. 
friend  the  Secretary  of  State  for  AVar  if 
that  can  be  done. 

Sir  Brampton  Gurdon, 


Mr.    BUCHANAN:    These     Central 

African    troops    have  no    uniform,   and 

ought  not    to    have  been  sent    to  the 

Mauritius.     Will  the  hon.  Gentleman  tell 

us  more  particulars  as  to  the  engagement 

made  between  this  Government  and  the 
Grovernment  of  India  with  reference  to 
the  two  native  regiments?  Are  these 
regiments  to  be  taken  solely  for  Mauri- 
tius, or  can  they  be  sent  to  any  other 
parts  of  the  Empire  ? 

Mr.  WYNDHAM :  The  hon.  Member 
is  probably  aware  that  for  many  years 
past  the  British  Government  have  re- 
cruited a  native  battalion  in  India  which 
has  been  stationed  at  Hong  Kong.  Some 
objections  had  been  taken  to  that  pro- 
ceeding, or  at  any  rate  to  extending  it  ; 
for  it  is  never  a  good  plan  to  have  two 
people  competing  against  each  other  in 
the  same  market.  We  have  felt,  how- 
ever, that  in  some  garrisons,  particularly 
those  in  hot  climates,  there  is  a  field  for 
the     employment     of    these    admirable 

Indian  troops,  side  by  side  with  the 
British  battalions.  In'  order  to  avoid 
competing  in  the  recruiting  market  in 
India  with  the  Indian  Gk)vemment  we 
fell  in  with  the  ^vishes  of  the  Government 
and  accepted  two  regiments  from  their 
roster  of  native  infantry,  for  which  we 
pay  them,  leaving  that  Gk)vemment  to 
increase  their  force  by  two  regiments.  As 
to  the  term  of  years  for  which  we  take 
these  two  particular  regiments,  that  is  a 
subject  for  future  arrangements.  As  I 
understand  it  these  two  regiments  are  not 
ear-marked,  for  others  would  be  glad  to 
follow  in  their  steps. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN:  Are  two  extra 
regiments  to  be  raised  ? 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  The  hon.  Member 
will  see  that  there  is  an  elaborate  book- 
keeping arrangement  between  the  two 
Governments,  and  we.  do  our  best  not  to 
rob  each  other. 

♦Sir  JOHN  GOLOMB  (Great  Yar- 
mouth) :  I  wish  to  ask  why  men  are 
appointed  to  commissions  without  anv 
training,  whereas  the  students  at  Wool- 
wich and  Sandhurst,  who  have  some 
training,  have  been  passed  over. 
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Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  How  much  further 
would  mv  hon.  and  gallant  friend  con- 
sider sucn  a  system  should  be  carried? 
Would  he  say  that  a  man  who  had  been 
two  days  at  Sandhurst  would  have  a  right 
to  selection  1 

♦Sir  JOHN  COLOMB :  My  point  is  that 
a  man  with  six  months  special  training 
should  be  given  preference  over  a  man 
who  has  had  no  special  training  at  all. 
My  hon.  friend  solemnly  warned  the 
House  how  extremely  cautious  it  ought 
to  be  in  making  suggestions  with  refe- 
rence to  the  colonies  and  the  military 
defence  of  the  Empire.  I  have  looked 
into  the  question  for  many  years,  and 
what  more  than  anything  else  has  blocked 
the  rapprochement  between  the  colonies 
and  the  mother  country  is  the  red  tape 
and  obtuseness  of  the  War  Office.  I  feel 
bound  to  say  that  the  War  Office  is 
missing  a  great  opportunity.    They  have 

a  large  number  of  Volunteers  from  the 
colomes  fighting  at  the  front,  and  yet  in 
filling  up  the  commissioned  ranks  they 
liave  not  time  to  give  a  thought  to  these 
men.  Instead,  the  War  Office  is  writing 
to  the  heads  of  imiversities  and  public 
schools  to  find  officers  to  foist  into 
the  Army,  while  men  who  are  quali- 
fied for  the  positions  and  are  fight- 
ing at  the  front  are  not  given  a 
thought.  I  should  have  thought  that  if 
commissions  are  to  be  given  away,  the 
proper  people  to  write  to  are  the  generals 
commanding  in  South  Africa.  There  are 
certain  •  to  be  a  number  of  recommen- 
dations from  generals  commanding  as 
regards  men  who  have  shown  themselves 
fitted  for  commissions,  and  then  the  War 
Office  will  say  that  they  deeply  regret  that 
all  the  vacancies  have  been  filled  up.  It 
is  by  want  of  such  forethought  that  so 
much  harm  is  done.  I  have  a  motion  on 
the  paper  with  reference  to  the  garrisons 
of  Wei-hai-wei  and  Esquimault.  My  hon. 
friend  can,  however,  stop  me  from  dis- 
cussing it  if  he  states  whether  the  present 
arrangements  are  to  be  accepted  as  the 
final  decision  of  the  Government. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  The  only  indication 
I  can  give  my  hon.  and  gallant  friend  is 
that  since  I  dealt  with  this  subject  last 
jrear  we  have  had  so  many  other  impor- 
lant  matters  to  deal  with  that  I  believe 


no  one  has  given  a  thought  to  Wei-hai- 
wei  during  the  last  five  months. 

♦Sir  JOHN  COLOMB :  You  get  mil- 
lions of  money,  and  yet  you  don*t  know 
how  they  are  to  be  spent.  Have  the 
Government  at  all  calculated  the  cost  of 
the  garrison  at  Wei-hai-wei,  and  have 
they  arrived  at  the  limit  which  tfiat 
garrison  should  attain  1  When  an  hon. 
Gentleman  referred  to  the  coaling 
stations,  my  hon.  friend  got  up  and  said, 

"  Oh,  the  First  Lord  of  the  Ad- 
miralty will  tell  you  about  that." 
I  want  to  know  what  is  the  policy  of 
the  Defence  Committee.  Have  the 
Defence  Committee  been  unable  to  give 
a  thought  as  to  the  policy  they  will 
pursue  with  resard  to  garrisoning  naval 
stations  ?  My  hon.  friend  evidently  has 
no  policy.  Is  the  policy  of  the  Defence 
Committee  to  throw  upon  the  Army  naval 
work  and  naval  responsibilities  1 

Mr.  WYNDHAM :  I  said  last  night 
that  there  were  seventeen  British  batta- 
lions in  naval  stations,  and  that  is  the 
policy. 

♦Sir  JOHN  COLOMB :  But  there  are 
no  British  battalions  in  these  two  places, 
only  British  artillery  and  engineers,  and  I 
want  to  know  what  the  policy  of  the 
Government  is.  Are  we  to  accept  it  as 
an  emergency  or  a  permanent  arrange- 
ment that  the  Army  should  do  naval 
work  on  naval  stations?  The  greatest 
naval  statesman  England  has  had  in 
modem  years — Sir  James  Graham,  who 
was  twice  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty, 
once  in  peace  and  once  during  the 
Crimean  War — has  left  it  on  record  that 
the  true  policy  of  this  country  is  that 
naval  stations  should  be  garrisoned  by 
naval  forces  and  not  by  military  forces, 
and  he  spoke  as  a  man  of  unique  experi- 
ence. We  have  now  a  new  distribution 
of  forces.  We  never  before  had  a  military 
force  at  Esquimalt.  One  hot  night  last 
July,  I  showed  the  very  small  way  in 
which  this  new  departure  began  and  how 
it  was  manipulated,  and  I  prophesied  that 
if  the  War  Office  did  not  then  and  there 
check  it  there  would  be  a  considerable  in- 
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crease  in  the  Army  Estimates.  Last  year 
there  was  no  charge  at  all  on  the  Imperial 
Votes  for  Esquimalt.  For  years  we  had 
Marine  Artillery  there  and  everybody  was 
satisfied.  There  was  a  charge  nominally 
on  the  Naval  Votes,  but  the  whole  charge 
was  repaid  to  the  Admiralty  by  the 
Dominion  Government.  Now  we  have 
incurred  a  big  military  charge.  That  is 
the  policy  of  the  War  Office,  and  it  arises 
because  under  certain  circumstances  at 
the  War  Office  a  good  deal  more  atten- 
tion is  paid  to  getting  billets  for  friends 
than  to  bullets  of  the  enemv.  This 
matter  began  altogether  by  the  desire 
of  engineer  officers  to  get  to  Esquimalt, 
and  they  finally  succeeded,  with  the 
connivance  of  the  War  Office.  I  am  quite 
satisfied  that  the  Committee  will  see  that 
my  hon.  friend  shows  the  want  of  policy 
in  these  matters.  He  tried  to  get  rid  of 
discussing  Wei-hai-wei  altogether  by  the 
statement  that  he  had  not  paid  the 
slightest  attention  to  it  for  many  months. 
It  is  perfectly  plain  we  have  no  policy  in 
these  matters.  We  are  shifting  responsi- 
bilities from  the  Army  to  the  Navy,  and 
back  from  the  Navy  to  the  Army,  and 
both  services  suffer. 

Resolution  agreed  to. 

3  £15,200,000,  Pay,  etc.,  of  the  Army 
(Greneral  Staff,  Regiments,  Reserve,  and 
Departments). 

• 

Resolutions  to  be  reported. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £555,000, 
be  granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  defray  the 
Charge  for  the  Pay,  etc.,  of  the  Medical 
Establishment,  and  for  Medicines,  etc., 
which  will  come  in  course  of  payment 
during  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of 
March,  1901." 

Dr.  TANNER  (Cork  County,  Mid)  said 
that  the  Vote  had  increased  to  an  extent 
whiuh  was  never  expected,  and  there^was 
consequently  a  certain  amount  of  saiis- 
faction  in  the  medical  schools  throughout 
England,  Scotland,  Wales  and  Ireland. 
He  recollected  when  the  number  of  can- 
didates for  the  Army  Medical  Service  were 
three  or  four  times  as  many  as  the  pre- 
sent number,  but  recently  there  happened 

Sir  John  Colomb. 


to  be  more  vacancies  than  candidates 
The  pay  of  civilian  medical  practitioners 
as  recorded  in  the  Vote  was  altogether  in 
advance  of  anything  that  had  been  done 
before.  He  found  now  that  the  doctors 
in  the  Army,  instead  of  being  called 
doctors  were  called  lieutenants  and 
colonels  and  majors  and  all  that  sort  of 
thing ;  but  was  that  a  satisfactory  remedy 
for  all  the  grievances  under  which  the 
Royal  Army  Medical  Corps  suffered  1  If 
it  were  he  should  have  thought  that 
young  men  in  the  medical  profession 
would  more  extensively  patronise  the 
Army  than  they  did.  He  would  wish  to 
know  exactly  at  what  rate  the  civilian 
medical  practitioners  had  been  employed. 
There  was  an  increase  in  the  item  for  pay 
of  £41,800,  which  was  rather  astonishing. 
Then  there  was  an  increase  of  £120,000 
in  the  pay  of  civil  medical  practitioners. 
He  thought  they  should  not  have 
those  large  estimates  submitted  to  the 
Committee  without  some  explanation. 
He  should  like  to  know  how  many 
civilian  medical  practitioners  had  been 
employed  in  connection  with  the  war  in 
South  Africa'  He  for  one  would  not  be 
in  favour  of  cutting  down  the  pay  of 
civilian  medical  men  when  they  were 
absolutely  required,  as  unfortunately  they 
were  required,  at  present,  because,  of 
course,  medical  men  were  always  supposed 
to  stand  to  each  other.  But  still  there 
should  be  some  explanation  of  these  large 
sums.  He  could  not  understand  why  the 
extra  expenditure  on  medicines  and  in- 
struments should  be  £50,000.  He  had 
learned  from  friends  and  acquaintances, 
who  had  returned  from  ^outh  Africa  that 
the  best  instruments  there  had  been  pro- 
vided by  private  resources  and  not  by  the 
Government  at  all.  He  could  not  se^ 
where  all  that  extra  money  had  been 
spent. 

It  being  Midnight,  the  Chairman  left 
the  Chair  to  make  his  Report  to  the 
House. 


Resolutions  to  be  reported  To-morrow. 

Committee  also  report  Progress ;  to  sit 
again  To-morrow. 


Adjourneil  at  five  minates  after 
Twelve  of  the  dock. 


?^J1 


Prfilions. 


{U  March  1900} 


J'ffifloHS. 


822 


HOUSE    OF    COMMONS. 

JFednesday,  Wth  March,  1900. 


PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS, 


..    BRAV    AND    ENNISKERRV    IIAILWAV 

lULL. 

Ivcml  a  second  time,  and  committed. 

;,,    ST.     DAVID'S     RAILWAY    (AliANDOX- 
•^  xMKNT). 

Report  [13th  March]  from  the  Select 
Committee  on  Standing  Orders  read. 

Bill  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr. 
PhOlips,      Greneral       Laune,     and     Mr. 
=?    Randcll. 
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PETITIONS, 


FRANCHISE    AND    REMOVAL    OF 
WOMEN'S  DISABILITIES  BILL. 

Petition  from   London,  in  favour;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 


(iOVERNMENT     PROPERTY     (EXEMP- 
TION   FROM   RATES). 

Petition  of  the  Metropolitan  Overseers 
and  Assessment  Committee,  for  alteration 
of  Law ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

LIQUOR  TRAFFIC  LOCAL  VETO  BILL. 

Petition  from  Dunfermline,  in  favour  ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


LOCAL  AUTHORITIES  OFFICERS' 
SUPERANNUATION  BILL. 

Petition   from  Wimbledon,  in  favour ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


ROMAN  CATHOLIC  DISABILITIES 
REMOVAL  BILL. 

Petition  of  'the  Scottish  Women^s  Pro- 
testant Union,  against;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

VOL.  LXXX.      [Fourth  Series.] 


SALE     OF     intoxicating     LIQUORS 
ON  SUNDAY  BILL. 

Petition  from  Ecclesall,  for  alteration  ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

Petitions  in  favour,  from  St.  Helens  ; 
Buckinghamshire;  Pontypool;  Newpoit; 
Ipswich ;  and  Middlesex ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 


SALE  OF  INTOXICATING  LIQUORS  TO 
CHILDREN   BILL. 

Petitions  in  favour,  from  Wandsworth  ; 
Colno  (four)  ;  Folkestone ;  York ;  Hulme  ; 
Yorkshire ;  Blackbuin  ;  National  Tempe- 
rance Federation ;  and  Salford ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 


SALE  OF  INTOXICATING  LIQUORS  TO 
CHILDREN    (No.  2)    BILL, 

Petition  from  Sheffield,  in  favoiu* ;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table, 


SUNDAY  CLOSING  (MONMOUTHSHIRE) 

BILL. 

Petitions  against,  from  Newport  (two) ; 
South  Monmouth  ;  and  Western  Dinsion 
of  Monmouthshire  (two) ;  to  lie  upon  t'lc 
Table. 


SUNDAY  CLOSING  (MONMOUTHSHIRE) 

BILL. 

Petitions  in  favour,  from  Camborne  ; 
Parkgate ;  Colne  (six) ;  Golborne  (eight) ; 
Wigan  ;  Abertillery  ;  Plymouth  ;  Hollo- 
way  ;  Blaina ;  Cardiff  (two) ;  Bucking- 
hamshire ;  Barnsley ;  Maesycwmmer ; 
Sandown  ;  Folkestone  ;  Ashton-under- 
Lyne  ;  Meopham  (two) ;  Sheffield  (four) ; 
Leeds ;  Long  Eaton  (six) ;  Coventry  (five); 
Bed  was  Lower;  Varteg  HOI;  Ratcliff; 
Padiham  ;  Hereford ;  Bewdley  ;  Kensal ; 
Bideford  ;  Manchester  (two) ;  Bradford 
(three) ;  Salford  (three) ;  Glossop ;  South- 
gate  ;  Highgate  ;  Hartlepool,  Pendleton  ; 
Beaufort  (ten) ;  London  (five) ;  Vernon  ; 
Newport  (thirteen) ;  Pontypool  (fi\  e) ; 
East  Brecknock ;  -Kington  Magna ;  Hud- 
dersfield  (three) ;  Hendon  ;  Pengam ;  Har- 
purley,  Hunstanton ;  Sunderland ;  Car- 
linghow ;  Redcar ;  Guisborough  ;  National 
Temperance  Federation ;  Plaistow  (two^  ; 
Ipswich  (three)  ;  Clevedon ;  Handsworth  ; 
Silvertown ;  Whitechapel ;  Blackwood 
(six) ;  Bedwellty  ;  Polaenavon  ;  Chepstow 
(three) ;      Maesycwmwer ;     Rogerstone  ; 
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Grimsby  (two) ;  Kentish  Town ;  Seven 
Dials  ;  Rawi^enstall ;  St.  Albans  ;  Kil])urn  ; 
Tottenham  ;  Abersychan  ;  Trinant ;  Blae- 
navon  (two) ;  Al)ergavenny  ;  Portskewett : 
Taunton ;  Monmouth  (three) ;  Usk  (two)  ; 
Northfleet ;  Wakefield  ;  Waltham  ;  Streat- 
ham  Hill ;  Ripon  (five)  ;  Staines  ;  Graves- 
end  ;  Ebbw  Vale ;  Blaina  ;  Erdington  ; 
Risca ;  Didcot ;  Birmingham ;  Bridgwater; 
Wrexham  ;  Chelmsford  ;  Hayle ;  Hollo- 
way  ;  Martoek ;  Oldham ;  East  Ham ; 
Barking  ;  Warrington  ;  Bewdley  ;  Wunnll- 
wyd  (three) ;  Victoria  (two) ;  Chorley  ; 
Malvern  Link  ;  Street ;  Newcastle  under 
Lyne ;  King's  Cross ;  Marlborough  ; 
Chelsea ;  and  North  East  Lancashire ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

SUNDAY  CLOSING  (MONMOUTHSHIRE) 
AND  SALE  OF  INTOXICATING 
LIQUORS  ON   SUNDAY   BILL. 

Three  Petitions  from  Sandiacre,  in 
favour ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

VACCINATION  ACTS. 

Petition  from  Wandsworth  and  Clap- 
ham,  for  alteration  of  Law ;  to  lie  upon 
the  Table. 


RETUnXS,  REPORTS,  ETC, 


LONDON  GOVERNMENT  ACT  (METRO- 
POLITAN  BOROUGHS). 

Paper  [presented  13th  March]  to  be 
printed.     [No.  95.J 

AMERK^AN   MAILS. 

Return  presented,  relative  thereto 
[ordered  13th  February  ;  Sir  John  Lemj]  ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


SUNDAY  CLOSING  (MONMOUTHSHIRE) 

*  BILL. 

[Skcond  Reading.! 
Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 

*Mr.  SPICER  (Monmouth  Boroughs): 
In  moving  the  Second  Reading  of  the 
Sunday  Closing  (Monmouthshire)  Bill,  I 
am  glad  that  the  explanation  of  the  actual 
Bill  will  not  require  many  words,     It  is 


practically  a  one-lined  Bill,  and  provides 

that  the  Welsh  Sunday  Closing  Act  of 

I  1881  shall  be  extended  to  Monmouthshire. 

'  It  is  the  subject  of  the  Bill  upon  which  I 

will  base  my  observations,  and  here  again 

it  is  a  portion  only  of  the  great  subject 

;  of  the  drink  traffic,  which  many  thousands 

I  of  people  in  this  country  are  constantly 

considering  with  the  deepest  anxiety.     To 

I  prove  the  truth  of   this   stateinent   one 

.  needs  only  to  look  at  the  opening  pages 

I  of   the   recent   Majority  Report   of    the 

'  Royal    Commission    appointed    by    this 

I  Government    on    the   Liquor    Licensing 

Laws  to  find  this  comment  on  the  drink 

traffic  and  drunkenness.    They  say  that — 

"It  is  undeniable  that  a  gigantic  evil 
remains  to  be  remedied,  and  hardly  any 
sacrifice  would  l»e  too  ^eat  which  would 
result  in  a  marked  diminution  of  this  national 
degradation." 

This  is  a  sentence  from  the  Majority 
Report,  signed  by  seventeen  members,  of 
whom  eight  are  representatives  of  the 
drink  traffic.  Then,  again,  I  am  not  even 
touching  the  whole  of  what  is  known  as 
the  Sunday  Closing  Movement.  That  is 
a  movement,  definite,  well-defined,  dis- 
tinctive, and  complete  in  itself,  and 
its  support  has  come  from  a  wider 
area  than  that  covered  by  any  distinc- 
tively religious  or  temperance  society. 
The  portion  of  the  subject  embraced  in 
the  Bill  that  I  am  about  to  ask  the  House 
to  read  a  second  time — namely,  Sunday 
closing  for  the  County  of  Monmouthshire 
— touches  only  one  part  of  that  great 
movement,  but  it  is  supported  by  such 
strong  evidence  in  its  favour,  and  by  such 
strong  recommendations,  that  I  hope  the 
House,  irrespective  of  party,  will  give  it 
its  support.  It  is  really  in  no  case  a  party 
question,  and  though  I  see  some  signs  of 
opposition  from  members  of  the  Conser- 
vative party,  many  members  of  that  party 
are,  I  know,  strong  and  earnest  supporters 
of  the  principle  contained  in  this  Bill.  I 
confess  I  am  just  a  little  surprised  at  the 
circumstance  that  the  rejection  of  the 
Bill  is  to  be  moved  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  the  Denbigh  Boroughs, 
because  his  honoured  father  waa  one 
of  the  strongest  and  most  eloquent 
advocates  that  appeared  before  the  Lord 
Balfour  Commission  in  favour  of  this  Bill. 
I  cannot  complain  of  sons  taking  different 
views  from  their  fathers  ;•  but  another 
point  surprised  me  more.  The  hon. 
Member    has  been    in  this   House    all 
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through  the  present  Parliament,  and  I 
have  never  heard  of  his  bringing  forwaixi 
a  measure  for  the  repeal  of  the  AVelsh 
Sunday  Closing  Act.  I  think  that  before 
he  opposes  what  Monmouthshire  thinks 
would  be  for  its  benefit  he  should  state 
his  position  in  this  House  on  a  Bill  for 
the  repeal  of  the  Welsh  Sunday  Closing 
Act.  May  I  at  this  point  say  that  in 
occupying  this  position  this  afternoon  I 
lay  no  claim  to  having  worked  in  former 
years  in  the  formation  of  public  opinion 
on  this  subject.  I  have  not  had  that 
opportunity.  Many  inside,  and  many 
outside,  this  House  have  l>een  at  work  in 
connection  with  this  movement  before  I 
was  sent  here  in  1892  to  represent  the 
Monmouth  Boroughs ;  at  the  same  time, 
when  last  year  the  Report  of  the  Royal 
Commission  was  issued,  and  we  learned 
by  that  Report  that  both  the  majority 
and  the  minority  had  come  to  similar  con- 
clusions as  regards  Sunday  closing  in 
Monmouthshire,  I  felt  it  my  duty  to 
accept  the  inWtation  of  friends  in  Mon- 
mouthshire to  introduce  a  Bill  on  this 
subject.  The  proposal  to  add  Monmouth- 
shire to  the  Welsh  Sunday  Closing  Act 
of  1881  is  no  new  matter.  It  was  urged 
on  the  consideration  of  the  House 
during  the  debates  that  led  to  the 
passing  of  the  Welsh  Act  in  1881. 
It  was  again  brought  before  the  attention 
of  Lord  Balfour's  Commission  in  1889, 
and  the  evidence  given  before  that  Com- 
mission appears  to  me  to  be  of  the 
strongest  character  for  the  continuance  of 
the  Act  and  for  the  inclusion  of  Mon- 
mouthshire. With  these  preliminary 
observations  I  would  say — First,  the  first 
justification  which  I  venture  to  bring  to 
the  attention  of  the  House  for  asking 
their  acceptance  of  this  Bill  is  that  it  is  in 
complete  harmony  with  the  Majority  and 
Minority  Reports  of  a  Commission  that 
was  appointed  by  the  present  Government 
to  inquire  into  the  whole  subject  of  our 
Liquor  Licensing  Laws.  I  know  that 
the  House  does  not  like  quotations,  but 
I  ask  their  indulgence  this  afternoon,  as  I 
am  very  anxious  to  state  the  case  fairly, 
and  not  to  misinterpret  words  well  con- 
sidered before  written  down.  Let  us 
look,  then,  at  the  Majority  Report,  which 
was  signed  by  seventeen  members.  That 
Report  says,  in  regard  to  Sunday  Closing 
in  Wales — 

"  We  see  no  reason  to  dissent  from  the 
general  conclnsions  of  the  Royal  Commission 
which  incjnired  into  this  subject  in  1890.     We 


are  of  opinion  that  in  Wales,  as  a  whole,  Sun- 
day closing  has  been  a  success,  especially  in 
rural  Wales,  and  that  if  in  some  places,  as  in 
Cardiff,  success  has  not  been  so  fully  main- 
tained, improvement  is  discernible." 

There  were  four  dissentients  to  these 
paragraphs,  so  that,  whilst  they  all  signed 
the  Report,  two  dissented  distinctly,  and, 
if  I  understand  correctly,  there  were  two 
others  who  dissented  also.  Then  as 
regards  extension  of  the  Act  to 
Monmouthshire,  the  Report  continues   - 

"There  is  a  strong  local  desire  in  Mon- 
mouth'hire  to  be  associated  with  Wales  in 
the  matter  of  Sundav  closing.  We  consider 
that  this  wish  should  be  acceded  to,  especially 
as  regards  urban  districts  situated  near  the 
border.  An  important  object  is  to  get  a 
border  line  where  there  is  a  sparse 
population,  so  that  the  special  difiiculties 
inseparable  from  the  existence  of  different 
laws  in  adjoining  localities  may  be  reduced  to 
the  smallest  compass." 

So  much  for  the  Majority  Report.  The 
Minority  Report  says — 

"The  Welsh  Sunday  (losing  Act  cawe  into 
operation  in  the  end  of  the  year  1B82.  The 
Royal  Commission  on  the  operation  of  that 
Act  in  1890  reported  in  favour  of  its  con- 
tinuance, and  tne  Amendments  which  they 
suggested  were  made  with  a  view  of 
facilitating  its  enforcement.  They  ha<l 
some  doubts  as  to  the  wholly  salutary 
effect  of  the  Act  in  Cardiff  and  the  mining 
districts  of  Glamorganshire,  but  they 
did  not  recommend  a  change,  nor  had  they 
any  doubt  of  the  success  of  the  Act  in  the 
rural  districts  where  its  provisions  were  in 
entire  harmony  with  the  opinion  of  the 
vast  majority  of  the  people.  .  .  .  We 
repeat  that  In  Wales,  as  a  whole,  Sunday 
closing  has  been  a  success,  and  that  if 
in  some  places,  as  in  Cardiff,  success  has  not 
yet  been  so  fully  maintained,  a  marked  im- 

Srovement  is  discemable,  and  we  have  no 
oubt  that  complete  Sunday  closing  is  entirely 
in  harmony  witn  the  feelings  and  sentiments 
of  the  Welsh  people." 

I  want  the  House  to  observe  that  the 
Majority  Report  is  even  stronger  on  the 
l>order  question  than  the  Minority  Report. 
Closely  connected  with  Sunday  closing  in 
Wales  is  the  proposal  to  give  Sunday 
closing  to  Monmouthshire  apart  from  the 
rest  of  England.  Mr.  E.  Grove,  chairman 
of  the  Monmouthshire  County  Council, 
showed  by  means  of  a  map  that  the  in- 
clusion of  Monmouthshire  in  the  Sunday 
closing  area  would  do  away  with  many 
boundary  difficulties  now  encountered. 
At  present  within  four  miles  of  the 
(Glamorganshire  border  are  200,000  people, 
as  it  runs  right  through  the  coal  measure, 
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But  taking  the  eastern  side  of  Monmouth- 
shire as  the  boundary  of  the  Sunday  closing 
area,  only  9,000  people  in  an  agricultural  I 
district  would  be  affected,  taking  a  four 
mile  radius  along  the  line.  He  argues 
that  Monmouthshire  is  already  included 
in  Wales  for  many  purposes,  and  that 
public  opinion  there  is  strongly  on  that 
side.     He  says  - 

"There  can  be  little  doubt  that  Mon- 
mouthshire has  a  stronjL^  claim,  and  we  are  of 
opinion  that  the  local  desire  should  be  acoeded 
to  in  accordance  with  the  reconnnendations 
of  the  Koyal  (^onimlssion  on  the  ^^'el8h  Sun- 
day Closing  Act.*' 

My  next  point  is  that  these  Reports  are 
the  result  not  only  of  the  evidence  which 
the  recent  Commission  took  for  itself — 
and  I  would  especially  refer  to  that  given 
by  Mr.  Edwin  Grove,  by  Mr.  Maclean,  by 
the  Chief  Constable  of  Cardiff  (Mr.  Mac- 
kenzie), in  support,  and  by  Mr.  Lascelles 
Carr,  who  was  in  strong  opposition — but 
they  also  had  before  them  the  evidence 
that  had  been  taken  by  Lord  Balfour's 
Commission  in  1889.  The  two  folloAving 
extracts  from  the  Lord  Balfour's  Conuuis- 
sion  give  their  opinion  of  the  subject  that 
is  engaging  our  attention  to-day — 

'•  One  of  the  suggestions  most  frequently 
made  to  us  wa.s  the  rei>eal  of  the  Sunday 
Closing  Act,  or  its  modilication  in  the  direction 
of  repeal  by  permitting  the  opening  of  public- 
houses  for  a  short  time  in  the  middle  and 
evening  of  Sunday,  either  for  sale  both  on  and 
off  the  premises,  or  for  the  latter  only." 

In  reading  through  the  evidence  I  was 
struck  with  the  fact  that  comparatively 
few  witnesses  went  for  repeal.  What 
they  asked  was  that  the  Ihyiul  fide  traveller 
question  should  be  altered.  But  what 
does  the  Commission  say  in  reply  1  They 
say— 

**  We  cannot,  after  giving  them  the  fullest 
and  most  careful  consideration,  endorse  either 
of  these  recommendations.  Had  it  been  our 
duty  to  a<lvise  on  the  form  of  the  original 
legislation  we  might  have  suggested  that  some 
facilities  sliould  have  been  given  for  obtaining 
(Irink  in  small  quantities  for  domestic  con- 
sumption. We  are,  however,  convinced  that  a 
change  in  this  direction  would  be  so  unwelcome 
to  so  vast  a  majority  of  the  population  in  so 
large  an  area  of  the  Principality,  that  we  do 
not  think  it  ought  to  be  forced  on  this  large 
area  for  the  sake  of  a  i)09sible  benefit  to  the 
rest  of  the  countrv.  Moreover  we  find  an 
almost  complete  absence  of  evidence  of  a 
desire  for  such  an  amendment  of  the  laAV  on 
the  part  of  those  classes  who  would  be  most 
likely  to  require  or  use  it." 

They  also  at  that  time  had  to  deal  with 
the   border   question,    because,  after  all, 

Mr,  Sj)icer, 


the  Welsh  Sunday  Closing  question  can 
never  be  settled  until  the  border  question 
is  settled.     They  go  on  to  say — 

*'  It  was  urged  upon  us  that  the  present 
border  between  Wales  and  England  is  an  ex- 
ceptionally unfortunate  one,  because  it  hap- 
pens that  for  a  very  large  portion  of  tne 
distance  it  pa.sses  through  a  thickly  populate 
and  mining  district  on  the  lioniers  of 
Glamorgan  and  Monmouth.  In  our  opinion, 
there  is  some  force  in  the  argument,  and  we 
think  that  the  <lifiiculties  of  carrying  out  th*» 
law  in  these  districts  have  lieen  accent iiated 
and  increane^l  by  that  case.  V\ion  thi**  fact 
an  argument  wa«  founded  for  the  inclusion  of 
the  county  of  Monmouth  within  the  provisions 
of  the  Act,  but  we  regarded  such  questions  as 
beyond  the  scope  of  our  inquiry,  and  would 
not  accept  evidence  l»earing  either  upon  the 
inclusion  of  particular  districts  or  upon  the 
special  fitness  of  any  particular  line  of  demar- 
cation." 

I  am  afraid  that  they  were  not  quite 
consistent,  for  they  did  admit  very 
strong  evidence  on  that  point — 

"It  is,  in  our  opinion,  sufficient  for  us  to  say 
that  the  special  difficulties  inseparable  from 
the  existence  of  different  la^va  can  only  l« 
reduced  to  the  smallest  compass  where  the 
least  populous  border  line  attamable  is  cliosen. 
And  we  think  the  best  way  of  dealing  with 
this  difficulty  in  to  make  srre  that  in  urban 
districts  situated  on  the  border  one  law  should 
prevail.  It  could  not  be  difficult,  and,  in  onr 
opinion,  it  would  be  right  to  decide  either  that 
the  licensing  authorities  should  have  i>ower  to 
agree  which  law  should  be  put  in  force  or  that, 
pending  agreement,  the  law  affecting  the 
majoritv  of  the  population  should  bind  the 
whole." 

I  have  now  stated  the  recommendations 
of  the  recent  Royal  Commission  and  also 
those  of  Lord  Balfour's  Commission,  and 
I  think  from  those  recommendations  and 
from  the  evidence  on  which  thev  wore 
founded  I  may  make  two  or  three  general 
statements.  First. — Sunday  closing  has 
proved  to  be  a  great  success  in  Wales.  It 
is  true  that  they  had  in  the  early  days — 
and  existing  even  now  to  some  extent — 
I  evils  to  contend  with  as  regards  shebeens 
and  bogus  clubs  in  large  cities  like  Cardiff. 
But  it  was  also  evident  that  these  difficul- 
ties are  being  dealt  with  vigorously,  and 
that  the  general  condition  of  A\^ales  on 
Sunday  has  undergone  a  great  change  for 
the  better.  The  improvement  has  not 
simply  been  felt  in  the  homes  of  Wales 
on  Sunday,  but  it  has  affected  those 
homes  throughout  the  whole  year.  That 
is  admitted  on  all  hands  by  both  employers 
and  workmen.  Workmen  have  gone  to 
their  work  on   Monday  morning  much 
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more  regularly,  and  consequently  their 
whole  social  condition  has  been  materially 
improved.  The  school  fees,  where  school 
fees  have  had  to  l>e  paid,  have  been  paid 
much  more  regularly,  and  in  general  life 
there  has  been  far  more  peace  and  less 
quarrelling.  There  is,  however,  one  lead- 
ing difficiuty  which  only  the  inclusion  of 
Monmouthshire  into  the  Welsh  Sunday 
Closing  Act  will  remedy.  At  present  you 
have  a  large  proportion  in  the  mining 
districts  of  West  Monmouthshire  within 
a  very  short  distance  of  Cardiff.  The 
consequence  has  ])een  that  when  the 
public-houses  Mere  closed  in  Cardiff  on 
Sunday  there  has  been  a  constant  stream 
of  people  passing  into  this  part  of  Mon- 
mouthshire in  order  to  obtain  what  they 
could  not  legitimately  obtain  in  Wales. 
So  that  as  Lord  Peel  has  stated  in  his 
Report,  "Sunday  closing  in  Monmouth- 
shire would,  in  his  opinion,  lessen  Sunday 
dnuikenness  in  Cardiff."  In  confirma- 
tion of  this  opinion,  may  I  read  an  extract 
from  the  evidence  given  by  Mr.  AVilliam 
MackenziCj^the  Chief  Constable  at  Cardifl'  ? 
He  was  asked — 

•*  Have  yoii  found  any  special  difliculty  in 
carrying  out  the  Sunday  Closing  Act  because 
of  th-a  border  difficulty  ? — Yes,  we  have  some 
difficulties  in  that  way.  We  get  most  of  our 
Sunday  drunkenness*  through  people  going 
across  the  border  on  Sunday  to  get  drink. 
LaHt  Sunday,  for  instance,  we  had  three  cases 
of  drunkenness,  and  they  were  all  from  that 
neighbourhood,  coming  liack  from  Monmouth- 
shire from  Khymney.  There  were  three  cases 
of  drunkenness  and  one  case  of  stabbing,  by 
people  all  coming  from  that  neighbourhood. 

"So  that  if  Monmouthshire  were  included 
within  the  Sunday  Closing  Act,  from  a  police 
Htandpoint,  it  wouhl  much  help  you  to  carry 
out  the  law  ? — I  think  there  would  be  very 
much  less  drunkenness  in  that  part  of  the 
town.'* 

Again,  the  working  classes,  who  are  most 
largely  affected,  after  seven  years  expe- 
rience, testified  most  strongly  before  the 
Balfour  Commission  that  they  were  in 
favour  of  the  retention  of  the  Act.  I  am 
bound  to  say  that  a  great  deal  of  this 
evidence  was  infinitely  stronger  than  I 
expected  to  find  it.  I  knew  perfectly  well 
what  the  opinions  of  all  my  Free  Church 
friends  were,  and  of  all  the  leaders  of  all 
the  various  temperance  organisations ;  but 
I  was  most  surprised  at  the  large  amount 
of  evidence  given  by  working  men,  many 
of  whom  were  not  even  themselves  teeto- 
tallers, as  to  the  advantages  which  they 
had  obtained  from  the  stopping  of  the 
drinktrafficon  Sunday.  Having  now  stated 


two  justifications  for  my  motion  to-day,  the 
question  naturally  arises,  what  does  Mon- 
mouthshire say  as  regards  this  question  ? 
I  think  I  can  give  a  very  satisfactory 
answer  to  that  question.  I  presented 
yesterday  to  the  House  a  petition  in 
favour  of  this  Bill  from  Newport  contain- 
ing 9,184  signatures.  In  addition  to  that, 
I  have  received  sixty-one  differentpetitions 
also  in  favour  of  the  Bill.  I  have  also 
received  resolutions  in  favour  of  the  Bill 
from  the  Monmouthshire  County  Council 
passed  by  thirty  to  twelve ;  from  the 
Newport  Town  Council  passed  by  sixteen 
to  eleven  ;  from  the  Newport  Board  of 
Guardians,  which,  if  I  recollect  right,  has 
only  one  against  it. 

Commander  BETHELL  (Yorkshire, 
E.R.,  Holderness) :  Will  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber say  what  was  the  number  of  the 
memliers  of  the  county  council  % 

*Mr.  SPICER  :  I  think  there  are 
seventy  members  on  the  council,  but 
notice  was  given  of  the  resolution.  I 
have  received  resolutions  from  twenty-one 
different  urban,  district,  and  parish  coun- 
cils. Strange  to  say,  the  resolution  passed 
by  the  Ebbw  Vale  District  Council,  so  I 
am  officially  informed,  was  moved  by  a 
licensed  victualler,  and  the  seconder  was 
also  a  licensed  victualler.  Then  I  have 
ten  resolutions  in  favour  of  the  Bill  from 
school  boards  in  Monmouthshire.  You 
will  notice  that  I  am  only  giving  at 
present  information  I  have  received 
from  Monmouthshire  itself.  I  have 
received  178  resolutions  passed  in  public 
meetings  held  after  the  Sunday  evening 
services  in  the  diflerent  Free  Churches 
throughout  the  county.  In  the  case 
of  alx)ut  half  of  these  meetings  the 
numbers  present  were  sent  to  me,  and 
the  totiil  number  for  that  half  amounted 
to  19,587. 

Mu.  110\V1^:LL  (Denbigh  Boroughs)  : 
May  I  ask  whether  these  numbers 
included  children  1 

*Mk.  SPICER  ;  No  ;  I  am  informed  that 
in  all  cases  they  only  included  the  adults. 
These  were  confined  also  almost  entirely 
to  the  votes  of  the  working  classes,  and 
the  very  fact  that  these  resolutions  were 
passed  in  so  many  of  the  Free  Churches 
shows  the  unanimity  which  exists.  Perhaps, 
as  one  who  knows  the  inside  of  our  Free 
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Church  life  better  than  many,  I  may  say 
that  I  should  not  have  attributed  the 
same  value  to  these  resolutions  if  they 
had  been  passed  prior  to  1886.  Before 
that  time  the  Free  Churches  were  mainly 
agreed  on  social  and  political  questions, 
but  that  state  of  harmony  was  lessened 
bv  the  introduction  of  the  Home  Rule 
question.  From  that  moment  some  Con- 
gregationalists,  Wesleyans,  Presbyterians, 
and  Baptists  found  themselves  sympa- 
thising with  the  Unionists,  and  the 
cleavage,  once  made,  has  existed  to  the 
present  time.  You  may  rely  upon  it, 
therefore,  that  only  those  questions  are 
brought  before  the  different  churches 
in  meetings  after  the  ordinary  Sunday 
evening  services,  upon  which  they  are 
practically  imanimous.  I  ask  you,  there- 
fore, to  believe  me  when  I  say  that  these 
resolutions  are  perhaps  the  best  indica- 
tions of  the  real  public  feeling  of  the 
earnest-minded  men  in  the  county.  I 
would  also  refer  to  the  canvassing  that 
took  place  in  the  district  of  Nantyglo. 
The  district  contains  1,034  householders, 
and  returns  were  obtained  from  908 — for 
Sunday  closing,  763  ;  against,  109 ; 
neutral  36.  I  confess  that  the  figures 
that  were  sent  me  seemed  so  remarkable 
that  I  ventured  to  ask  for  a  good  many 
more  particulars,  and  in  response  the 
secretary  sent  me  a  personal  letter  from 
the  vicar,  in  which  he  vouches  for  the 
facts  which  I  have  already  stated.  There 
was  also  a  canvass  in  Monmouth,  when  252 
voted  in  favour  of  the  Bill ;  140  against, 
and  43  neutral.  Then  the  Llandaff 
branch  of  the  Church  of  England  Tem- 
perance Society  conducted  a  canvass 
amongst  the  incumbents  in  Monmouth- 
shire, when  50  voted  in  favour  of  the  Bill, 
16  against,  and  3  were  neutral.  I  might 
here  mention  that  the  canvass  of  Nantyglo 
bears  out  what  has  been  the  result  of  a 

gjod  many  canvasses  conducted  by  the 
entral  Sunday  Closing  Association  show- 
ing the  wishes  of  the  working  classes. 
In  purely  working-class  districts  about 
one  in  ten  are  against  the  proposal; 
whereas  if  we .  take  the  district  which 
includes  some  of  the  better  class 
houses  it  is  one  in  seven.  That  concludes 
the  evidence  from  Monmouthshire  itself. 
From  outside  the  county  I  have  received 
twenty-four  petitions  in  favour  of  the  Bill, 
and  a  great  many  resolutions.  This  morn- 
ing I  received  a  note  in  favour  of  the  Bill 
from  the  National  Council  of  the  Evan- 
gelical Free  Churches  of  England,  which 
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is  meeting  this  week  in  Shefl&eld.  This 
council  represents  600  district  councils, 
and  reflects  practically  the  opinion  of 
something  like  two  millions  of  members 
and  adherents.  Well,  then,  what  about 
the  opposition  in  Monmouthshire  1  W  c 
have  had  two  meetings  in  Monmouth  and 
two  in  Newport — one  in  each  town  of 
the  licensed  victuallers  alone,  and  one 
public  meeting,  at  each  of  which  resolu- 
tions against  Sunday  closing  were  adopt^»d. 
The  Conservative  party  in  the  Monmouth 
district,  as  a  party,  have  not  taken  any 
public  part  one  way  or  another  in  this 
movement.  The  only  exception  is  that 
of  Lord  Llangattock,  who  wrote  a  letter 
to  be  read  at  that  public  meeting  at  Mon- 
mouth. I  fully  appreciate  Lord  Llangat- 
tock's  good  services  to  the  county,  and 
the  kindest  criticism  I  can  make  of 
his  letter  is  that  I  am  quite  sure  he 
never  would  have  written  it  if  he  had 
read  the  evidence  and  the  reports  founded 
on  that  evidence.  On  the  other  hand,  I 
was  agreeably  surprised  to  find  that  at  the 
public  meeting  held  in  Monmouth,  with  a 
Congregational  minister  in  the  chair,  the 
vicar  of  Monmouth  voted  in  favour  of  the 
Bill  and  acknowledged  that  he  had 
not  always  been  in  favour  of  Sunday 
closing,  but  that,  after  looking  into  the 
whole  question,  he  had  come  to  believe 
that  a  Sunday  Closing  Act  was  one  of  those 
measures  that  would  work  for  righteous- 
ness. Having  dealt  with  the  question  of 
what  Monmouthshire  itself  needs  to-day, 
you  will  naturally  ask,  why  should  Mon- 
mouthshire be  dealt  with  separately  from 
any  other  county  1  In  the  first  place,  I 
must  repeat  here  the  recommendation 
of  Lord  Balfour's  Commission  and  the 
recommendation  of  the  Majority  and 
Minority  Reports  of  the  more  recent  Com- 
mission, and  in  connection  with  both  of 
these  I  would  again  lay  special  stress  on 
the  geographical  question,  which  Mr. 
Grove  explained  so  fully  to  both  Com- 
missions. 

"  Now,  if  you  will  permit  me  [said  he  in  hi» 
evidencej,  I  should  like  to  explain  Ibis  map. 
In  the  first  place,  that  black  border  shows  the 
coal  banin  of  South  Wales  and  Monmoath. 
There  the  small  river  Khyinney  is  the  division 
of  the  two  counties,  and  this  coal  basin  comes 
right  into  the  centre  of  our  county  of  Mon- 
mouth. Therefore,  all  down  that  line  of 
demarcation  there  are  pits  sunk,  and  a  very 
large  industrial  population  living  actually 
upon  this  border  line,  which  is  a  very  Bmall 
stream  or  river.  Now,  within  four  miles  of 
this  border  line  there  is  a  population  of  some- 
thing like,  in  round  figures,  at  least  200,000. 


833 


Suiulay  Closing 


{U  March  1900}        {Momwuthshire)  Bill       8:54 


If  you  come  to  the  eastern  side  of  our 
coanty  there  is  the  River  Wye,  which  is  a 
large,  bold  river,  and  forms  a  natural 
boundary''  and  separation  between  this  and 
Gloucestershire  and  a  little  bit  of  Hereford. 
You  have  only  com|)aratively  two  small  places 
to  deal  with.  One  is  Monmouth  and  tlie  other 
is  Chepstow.  There  is  a  small  place  in  be- 
tween called  Tinteni,  and  pi-obably  the  Com- 
missioners have  heard  or  or  seen  Tintem 
Abbey.  The  place  is  very  small  and  hardly 
worth  mentioning.  There  are  only  a)K>ut  350 
people.  SSo  that  if  Monmouthslure  were 
included,  the  agitation  now  affecting  200,000 
people  on  the  western  side  of  our  county,  and 
certainly  a  large  number  also  on  the  northern 
boundar>%  would  be  brought  to  a  line  where 
only  9,000  people  would  l)e  affected.  That  was 
our  point  nefore  Lord  Balfour's  Commission, 
an<l  we  askeil  for  the  inclusion  of  Monmouth 
by  amending  the  Sunday  Closing  Act." 

Then  again,  although  Monmouthshire  is 
technically  an  English  county,  it  is  c  ften, 
for  administrative  purposes,  and  some- 
times by  legislation,  treated  as  part  of 
Wales.  This  has  been  due  partly  to  the 
similarity  of  its  development  to  that  of 
the  adjoining  county  of  Glamorgan,  and 
partly  to  the  fact  that  a  large  proportion 
of  its  inhabitants  are  Welsh  as  to  their 
origin,  language,  and  habits.  Monmouth 
was  constituted  into  a  county  by  27 
Henry  VIIL,  c.  26,  out  of  territory  that 
was  expressly  stated  to  be  part  of  the  do- 
minion of  Wales.  The  position  of  thecounty 
at  present  is  in  many  respects  anomalous. 
In  the  division  of  the  county  into  county 
court  circuits,  the  whole  of  the  coimty, 
along  with  Cardiff  and  Crickhowel  (in 
Wales)  and  Ross  (in  Herefordshire)  is 
CTOUped  in  what  may  be  regarded  as  a 
vN^elsh  circuit.  Its  inclusion  in  Wales  for 
executive  purposes  has  been  general.  It 
is  so  recognised  by  the  Registrar  General 
for  statistical  purposes,  by  the  Local  Go- 
vernment Board  for  poor  law  purposes, 
and  by  the  Home  Office  for  the  piu^poses 
of  the  Mines  Regulation,  the  Factorv  and 
Workshop,  and  Quarries  Acts,  in  all 
matters  educational  Wales  arid  Mon- 
mouthshire have  been  treated  as  a  imit 
distinct  from  England.  Both  the  Educa- 
tional Department  and  the  Charity  Com- 
missioners, in  their  superintendence  and 
inspection  of  elementary  and  intermediate 
schools  respectively,  also  include  Mon- 
mouthshire in  Wales,  and  reports  specially 
dealing  with  Wales  are  printed  in  separate 
book  form,  from  the  annual  general  re- 
ports made  by  these  two  Departments. 
Lastly,  may  I  deal  for  one  moment  with 
the  objections  that  I  have  met  with  to 
this  Bill  ?     The  first  is  that  it  is  piece- 


meal legislation ;  but  in  this  I  have  the 
support  of  some  who  feel  that  there  is 
a  strong  justification  for  this  course  in  the 
present  instance.  For  example,  the 
Bishop  of  London,  speaking  a  few  weeks 
ago  on  the  temperance  question,  said — 

"  He  was  always  very  modest  in  matters  of 
legislation,  and,  there/ore,  he  would  be  ex- 
ceedingly gla<l  tx)  see  a  modest  Bill  introduced 
into  Parliament  which  contained  those  points 
upon  which  the  Commission  were  agreed.  It 
would  be  impossible  for  the  GovernmjBnt  to 
I  refuse  to  give  a  kindly  hearing  to  such  a  Bill, 
I  »ind  one  of  the  subjects  he  suggested  was  the 
question  of  Sunday  closing." 


Again,  it  is  called  class  legislation ;  but 
after  anxiously  studying  the  evidence 
which  led  to  the  Reports  of  the  Lord 
Balfour's  Commission,  as  well  as  the 
Reports  of  the  Royal  Commission,  I  am 
bound  to  say  that  the  evidence  given 
emphasises  the  fact  that  the  vast  majority 
of  the  working  classes  appear  to  wish  for 
this  legislation.  Certainly  nothing  is 
further  from  my  wishes  than  to  do  any- 
thing to  prejudice*  the  interests  of  the 
great  working  classes ;  but  after  the 
attention  I  have  given  to  the  subject,  I 
earnestly  believe  that  the  great  masses 
of  the  working  classes  wish  to  see  the  Bill 
passed.  I  know  that  there  is  a  section 
of  the  liquor  trade  against  it;  but  the 
most  responsible  leaders  of  the  trade, 
after  having  gone  into  the  evidence,  have 
recommended  that  action  like  this  should 
})e  taken,  and,  therefore,  I  say  the  House 
should  be  guided  by  the  general  feeling 
of  the  trade,  rather  than  take  the  line  of 
those  who  are  still  against  the  principle 
of  the  Bill  because  they  think  their  in- 
terests will  be  affected.  There  has  been 
no  trade  movement  in  Wales  crying  out 
that  they  have  been  ruined  by  the  Welsh 
Sunday  Closing  Act  of  1881.  Again,  it 
is  said  that  if  this  Bill  is  passed  there 
will  be  an  increase  of  shebeens  and  clubs. 
Judging  by  the  evidence  of  such  men  as 
the  Chief  Constable  of  Cardiff,  there 
seems  no  reason  to  fear  that  these  evils 
will  not  be  conquered.  I  say,  deal  with  the 
matter  as  a  whole,  but  do  not  decline  to 
give  Monmouth  the  advantage  of  the 
Welsh  Sunday  Closing  Act  because  you 
have  not  dealt  with  these  evils.  And 
after  reading  the  evidence  before  the  two 
Commissions,  and  recent  movements,  I 
cannot  help  feeling  the  truth  contained 
in  the  Report  of  the  Commission  of  Lord 
Balfour,  which  I  believe  contained  four 
members  of  the  Conservative  party,  and 


835 


Sunday  Closinrj 


{ COM MONS }  {Monnwuilishire)  Bill        836 


who,  after  hearing  the  evidence,  came 
to  the  unanimous  conclusion  that  "  there 
is  an  almost  complete  absence  of  evidence 
of  a  desire  for  an  amendment  of  the  law 
on  the  part  of  those  classes  M^ho  would  be 
most  likely  to  require  or  use  it."  Under 
these  circumstances  I  have  no  hesitation 
in  asking  Members  in  all  parts  of  the 
House  to  give  nie  their  support  in  the 
Second  Reading. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
time." — {Mr,  Spica\) 

Mr.  HOWELL :  In  rising  to  move  the 
rejection  of  this  Bill,  I  hope  I  may  claim 
from  my  friends  opposite  the  benefit  of 
the  opinion  that  I  do  so  in  no  spirit  of 
partisanship,  but  because  I  think  honestly 
it  is  undesirable  that  the  House  of 
Commons  should  pass  its  Second  Reading. 
My  hon.  friend  opposite  said  in  his  case 
for  the  Bill  that  it  was  a  very  short  one ; 
but  although  only  short  in  form,  it  applies 
the  whole  procedure  of  the  Welsh  Sun- 
day Closing  Act  to  the  county  of  Mon- 
mouth. My  first  objection  to  the  Bill  is 
that,  for  the  first  time  in  the  history 
of  the  House  of  Commons,  a  Bill  has 
been  brought  in  to  apply  a  general 
legislative  principle  to  one  county  alone. 
[An  Hon.  Member  :  No ;  Durham.]  We 
nave  been,  I  understand,  protesting  up 
and  down  the  country  that  it  is  an  \m- 
desirable  thing  to  deal  with  separate 
countries  with  regard  to  legislation,  but 
we  have  gone  further  with  this  Bill  than 
advocating  separate  legislation  for  Ire- 
land, Scotland,  and  Wales ;  we  have  got 
to  legislation  for  separate  counties.  If  we 
admit  that  principle,  why  should  there 
not  be  legislation  for  separate  towns 
and  separate  villages,  and  then,  I  suppose, 
for  separate  individuals  1 — and  when  that 
experiment  is  tried  we  shall  have  chaos. 
Apart  from  the  liquor  question  and  tem- 
perance reform,  the  principle  of  the  Bill 
is  a,  wrong  principle.  My  hon.  friend  says 
that  the  county  of  ^lonmouth  has  a 
peculiar  position  assigned  to  it,  and  that 
although  technically  it  is  an  English 
county,  it  is  really  part  of  the  Princi- 
pality of  Wales.  I  object  to  the  word 
**  technically."  It  is  an  English  county 
by  the  statute  27  Henry  VflL,  cap.  26. 
By  that  statute  the  county  of  Monmouth 
ceased  to  be  a  shire  of  Wales,  and  from 
that  time  it  was  enacted  that  it  was  to  be 
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governed  in  the  same  way  as  the  shires 
of  England.  At  any  rate,  it  was  some- 
thing more  than  "  technically  "  a  coimty 
of  England.  The  argument  for  including 
Monmouthshire  in  Wales  would  apply 
in  the  same  way  to  Cheshire, 
which  is  included  in  the  Welsh  circuits. 
The  position  of  the  county  is,  no  doubt, 
anomalous,  but  that  is  no  sufficient  reason 
why  it  should  be  included  now  in  the  Act 
of  1881,  which  when  passed  expressly 
omitted  Monmouthshire.  The  difficulty 
which  my  hon.  friend  pointed  out  as  to 
boundaries  running  through  large  centres 
of  population  existed  in  1881,  and  there 
was  really  no  stronger  case  then  than 
there  is  now,  the  same  objections  existing 
in  1881  as  in  1900.  My  hon.  friend  went 
on  to  say  that  Monmouthshire  wants  this 
Bill.  We  heard  a  great  deal  from  him 
about  petitions  which  have  been  presented 
and  public  meetings  which  have  been  held- 
Petitions  have  been  presented  by  both 
sides,  as  petitions  always  are,  and  yet,  if 
my  information  is  correct^  the  signatures 
attached  to  the  petitions  against  the  Bill 
number  something  like  20,000,  all  of  them 
being  the  signatiu-es  of  adults.  There- 
fore a  substantial  minority  in  the  county 
has  petitioned  against  the  Bill.  Take  the 
question  of  public  meetings.  I  do  not 
think  it  is  quite  appropriate  to  call  a 
meeting  of  a  congregation  which  has  just 
ceased  to  hold  its  services  a  public  meet- 
ing. I  do  not  think  we  are  entitled  to 
use  the  term  "  public  meeting  "  in  such  a 
case.  A  public  meeting  is  one  that  is 
called  freely  and  to  which  everyone  is 
admitted. 

*Mr.  SPICER:  If  I  used  the  words 
"public  meeting"  it  was  a  slip  of  the 
tongue.  I  merely  meant  a  meeting,  not 
an  ordinary  public  meeting. 

Mr.  HOWELL  :  I  accept  the  explana- 
tion of  my  hon.  friend,  but  he  did  use  the 
expression  "public  meeting,"  although  he 
now  says  he  did  not  mean  it.  After  that 
admission  a  large  part  of  the  significance 
of  my  hon.  friend's  figures  disappears. 
There  are  two  great  towns  in  Monmouth- 
shire— the     great    commercial     town    of 

Newport  and  the  county  town  of  Mon- 
mouth. In  those  two  towns  two  public 
meetings  were  held  in  the  places  where 
public  meetings  are  generally  held,  and  at 
both  resolutions  condemning  this  Bill  wore 
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passed  by  a  large  majority  of  the  rate- 
payers and  electors.  In  neither  of  these 
two  towns  have  what  I  might  term  public 
meetings  been  held  in  favour  of  the  Bill. 
I  do  not  want  to  labour  that  point  too 
much,  because  every  hon.  Member  who 
sits  in  this  House  must  have  considerable 
experience  of  bombardment  by  petitions, 
and  by  resolutions  passed  at  public  meet^ 
ings,  which  may  have  been  full  or  more  or 
less  empty.  1  have  learned  to  discount 
methods  of  that  kind  to  bring  pressure 
on  this  House.  I  will  make  my  hon. 
friend  a  present  of  the  fact  that  there  is  a 
majority  in  favour  of  this  Bill  in  the 
county ;  but  will  he  aay  because  there  is  a 
majority  that  therefore  we  should  pass  this 
Bill  ?  That  would  be  nothing  else  than  local 
option  in  disguise.  Because  a  majority 
is  in  favour  of  this  Bill,  are  we  therefore 
to  say  that  they  are  entitled  to  carry 
their  will  against  the  minority  1  That  is 
local  option.  As  regards  the  principle  of 
local  option  it  seems  to  me  an  extremely 
strange  principle,  because  it  affirms  the 
right  of  the  minority  in  the  nation  while 
denying  the  right  of  the  minority  in  the 
locality.  As  a  national  movement  you 
cannot  carry  certain  measures  of  pro- 
hibition throughout  the  whole  of  the 
country,  but  because  you  are  a  substantial 
minority  you  ask  Parliament  where  the 
national  minority  is  a  local  majority  to 
impose  your  will  in  a  locality  where  you 
happen  fortuitously  to  be  in  a  majority. 
This  is  an  inconsistent  principle,  because 
it  affirms  the  right  of  the  minority  in  the 
country  generally  and  then  denies  it  in 
certaui  districts.  Apart  from  that  objec- 
tion to  the  Bill  as  being  local  option  in 
disguise,  I  always  have  denied  the  right 
of  the  majority  to  impose  their  will  with 
regard  to  the  liquor  traffic  on  the  minority 
unless  the  matter  is  one  vital  to  the 
commonweal.  [Cheers.]  I  appreciate 
those  cheers,  and  I  know  the  point  of  issue 
between  us  is  whether  it  is  vital  or  not  to 
the  commonweal.  Far  from  its  being  vital, 
there  is  very  great  doubt  as  to  whether  it 
would  be  any  advantage  at  all.  I  must 
warn  hon.  Members  against  the  confusion 
which  has  even  found  its  way  into  the 
Report  of  the  Licensing  Commission.  The 
distinction  between  the  success  of  an  Act 
meaning  as  enforced  and  the  success  of 
an  Act  meaning  that  the  result  of  the  Act 
has  been  successful  must  be  kept  carefully 
in  mind.  I  admit  where  you  have  disci- 
pline the  Welsh  Sunday  dlosing  Act  has 
been  successfully  enforced ;  that  is  to  say 


the  sale  of  intoxicating  liquor  in  public- 
houses  on  Sundays  has  been  prevented. 
But  when  you  ask  whether,  in  addition  to 
the  successful  carrying  out  of  the  Act,  the 
Act  has  had  good  results,  that  is  a  different 
question  altogether.  I  have  heard  it 
often  stated  by  many  people  of  responsi- 
bility in  Wales  that  the  drinking  habit 
has  not  been  reduced  even  where  the  Act  is 
successfully  carried  out,  and  what  is  more, 
that  in  some  cases  drink  is  taken  from 
the  licensed  house  into  the  home.  When 
you  come  to  think  of  it,  that  is  the  natural 
result  of  the  Act,  and  I  am  therefore 
entitled  to  say  that  there  is  very  grave 
doubt,  even  where  the  Act  is  successfully 
carried  out,  that  it  has  been  attended  with 
successful  results.  Take  the  populous 
districts,  which  would  be  mainly  affected 
by  this  Bill.  In  the  populous  districts 
you  have  not  been  able  to  carry  out  your 
scheme  of  legislation  to  stop  the  sale  of 
intoxicating  hquor  on  Sundays.  Why  1 
Because  there  is  a  demand  for  intoxi- 
cating liquor,  and  because  it  is  to  the  great 
majority  of  people  a  necessary  of  life.  The 
result  is  that  where  there  is  repressive 
legislation  a  citizen  who  wants  to  exercise 
his  tastes  sets  about  evading  the  law. 
How  does  he  do  it  1  The  first  thing  that 
happens  is  that  clul)s  are  established.  A 
large  number  of  these  clubs  are  what  are 
called  bogus  clubs.  They  were  prosecuted 
in  Wales ;  the  courts  were  continually 
engaged  in  cases  sent  up  by  the  magis- 
trates, where  points  of  law  were  involved, 
and  there  were  so  many  con\'ictions  in 
course  of  time  that  people  interested  in 
the  clubs  found  out  the  technicalities  of 
the  law  from  continued  judgments.  They 
learned  what  they  had  to  do  to  make  the 
club  and  the  club  rules  pass  the  test  of 
the  law,  and  although  you  do  not  get  now 
that  series  of  prosecutions  of  bogus  clubs, 
becaase  the  clubs  know  how  to  evade  the 
law,  the  same  state  of  things  exists.  It 
is  the  easiest  thing  in  the  world  to  get  a 
solicitor  engaged  in  those  cases  to  explain 
how  the  rules  should  be  drawn  up  in  order 
that  the  law  might  be  evaded.  Newport, 
being  without  the  Act,  has  at  the  present 
moment  only  two  clubs  ;  whereas  Cardiff, 
which  has  the  Act,  has  a  considerable 
number  of  clubs.  Another  result  of 
applying  the  Act  is  that  you  get  people 
who  do  not  take  the  trouble  to  set  up  a 
club  at  all.  They  set  up  what  is  called  a 
"  shebeen,"  where  liquor  may  be  obtained. 
These  shebeens  are  most  undesirable 
places.      I  do  not  want  to  dogmatise,  but 


proceed injjf 8  of  this  Court,  that  it  seems  ex- 
pedient to  add  the  following  observations." 

Then  he  went  on  until  he  came  to  this  : — 

*'Io  addition  to  the  clubs,  Cardiff,  as  is 
apparent  from  the  prosecutions  in  this  Court, 
aliounds  in  illicit  drinking  places  called 
*  shebeens.*    *  Shebeens'  are  not  unfrequently 
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there  is  a  gentleman  in  Cardiff,  a  stipen- 1  of  the  illicit  drinking  establishments  of 
diary  magistrate,  who  has  been  administer- !  J?*^.*^^^^:  ^^  ^^^^  <»^®  ^  *  hM^\i  or  too  arbitrary 
ing  this  Act  for  some  years,  and  who  P''"*^*^;^"  ?!  the  time  during  which  liquor 
,  o  11     ,     *Y   .;       T    •^.,7  ^       ,,    "i     '  may    be    obtained  legitmiately   on    licensed 

knows  all  about  it.     I  will    trouble  the    premises,  the  Legislature  may  so  relax  the  law 

House  with   one  or  two  extracts  from  a    as  to  remove  the  temptation  to  resort  to  un- 
very  striking  expression  of  opinion  given  i  licensed  premises." 
by  him.     He  had  been  trying  the  case  of' 

a  bogus  club,  and  on  the  10th  of  January,  Although  aU  these  defects  have  been 
1895,  after  giving  judgment,  Mr.  T.  W.  pomted  out  my  hon.  fnend  now  propos^ 
Lewis  went  on  to  say—  ^  extend  the  evils  of  the  "  shebeen     and 

the   bogus  club  to  the  county  of  Mon- 
"  Houses  unlicensed  for  the  sale  of  liquor  are    mouth.     Why   did  not   my   hon.    friend 

^"iif.nr''"^^  ^  ^  *1^'**  ^"^"^h^^'i^T^^f '  a<id  to  his  Bill  a  couple  of  sections  deaUng 
on  aundays,  by  such  large  numbers   both  of       -.i    .,   v   i_  >»       j  i  i  i.    «    ny\    ^ 

men  and  women,  and  the  excessive  drinking,  ^^th  "shebeens  and  bogus  clubs?  Ihen 
disorder  and  crime  attributable  to  the  sale  and  !  he  might  ha\'e  said  that  the  result  of  the 
distribution  of  linuor  on  unlicensed  premises  i  Bill    would   not  be  to  bring  about  these 

™«?J:!?.'!^°r^-\u:'^I?!.!i''lul'f  ^f^^l^!  ^^^  \  cvils   in    Monmouthshirc.     Another  enl 

connected  with  the  Act  is  the  bona  fide 
traveller  provision.  You  find  respectable 
men  travelling  three  miles  to  get  alcoholic 
drink.  They  would  not  go  to  a  bogus 
club,  and  they  would  certainly  have 
nothing  to  do  with  a  "  shebeen."  They 
have  a  notion  of  their  own  rights,  and 
the  scenes  of  serious  crime  and  of  acts  of  i  when  they  want  a  glass  of  beer  on  Sundays 
savage  violence  upon  the  police.    During  my  I  they  travel  three  miles  for  it.     That  is  a 

tXhCmanThlS'^f ''XS^eX  '  l*^^"'  «^*«'°"  ''^  ***«  '*^  *'  compared 
have  suffered  eachthemaximumimprisonnJent!  With   the  unlawful  evasion  of  the  bog;u8 

allowed  by  law.  Several  have  been  convicted  club  and  the  "  shebeen.'  The  homi  fide 
for  perjury  committed  in  defending  them-  traveller  provision  has  acted  as  a  kind  of 
selves  here.  Many  have  attempt^  to  brilje  ^^^^  ^,^^  ^^^  if  jt  j^^d  not  }>een  in- 
the  police;    many  have  been    convicted    lor;    ,    ,*,       .,'  u      u    .        i  ^«.. 

violeJit  assaulu  in  resisting  the  entr>'  of  the  I  chided  there  would  have  l>een  a 
police  upon  their  premises.  In  spite  of  the  I  much  greater  agitation  against  the 
heavy  penalties  inflicted,  in  spite  of  the  |  Act,  and  even  if  the  three-mile  limit 
strenuous  exertions  and  faithful  discharge  of  ^^  extended  there  wiU  be  verv  strong 
their  duties  by  a  large  l)ody  of  police  m  watch-  ...  .        , ,  .    .        „      ^    ^^\^^\° 

ing,    detecting,    ancT    prosecuting    « shebeen '    opposition     to     the     Act     as    a    whole. 

keepers  and  bogus  club  keepers,  the  illicit  '  My  hon.  friend  would  like  to  do  away 
trade  in  liquor  continues,  and  is  exercising  a  i  with  the  bona  fide  traveller  altogether, 
very  corrupting  influence  over  a  lai:ge  section  '  rp^^^^  j^  ^^^q  position  taken  up  by  a  section 
of  the  poorer  classes.  ^^  ^^^  RoyafCommission.     1  do  not  like 

This  gentleman  has  more  to  do  with  this  ^  prophesy,  but  I  think  one  of  the  resiUu 
Act  than  anybody  else.  Ho  holds  a  would  be  an  explosion  of  public  opinion  if 
judicial  position,  and  is  not  likely  in  con-  j  ^^^  «*^*^^y  ^^^^'^  ^^^®  «^"^  ^^^"• 
nection  with  a  matter  of  this  kind  to  lose  I  ^,  „rTTrmn^  *  i-i.i*  /%r  i  i  •  ^i-  ti 
his  judicial  habit.  His  statement  shows  \  ^  Mr.  A\  HITTAkWl  (\orkshire,  W.R., 
the  existence  of  a  terrible  condition  of  ^If n  \ alley):  Can  the  hon.  Member 
af^iirs.     Then  Mr.  Lewis  continued  :    -      '  refer  us  to  the  part  of  the  Koport  of  the 

Royal  Commission  in  which  that  appears  i 
"  With  the  very  laudable  object  of  diminish-  ! 
ing  drunkenness  various  social  reformere  are        ^^j,^    HOWELL  :    If   it  is  not    in    the 
advocating  various  liquor  licensing  systems,    t»         ^    -^  •  •  -j  i,   ^    i 

and  the  Legislature  has  created  stringent  laws  Report  it  was  given  m  enden*^,  but  I 
for  the  regulation  of  licensed  houses.  But  the  will  content  myself  with  saying  that  some 
reguUition  ami  supervision  reijuired  for  un-  temperance  n^formers  are  in  favour  of  the 
licensed  houses  when  licensed  houses  are  |  abolition  of  the  l»om  fide  traveUer.  If 
closed  or  in  districts  where  licensed  houses  do  i  ^,  ,  y  l         j*  i*        t> 

nut  exi..t,  are  not  appreciated  by  liquor  law  they  succeed  I  prophesy  dire  result*.  By 
refonners,  nor  apparently  have  such  regulation  '  this  Bill  you  will  carry  into  Monmouth- 
and  supervision  1»een  contemplated  or  provided  shire  these  bogus  clubs,  and  clubs  which  are 
for  by  the  Le^lature  as  essential  accompani-    not  bogus  because  they  evade  the  law  by 

ments  of  limiting  the  number  or  hours    of  °      i  j        Jl  i  a-^.,..   ^ ^    «i«i.i 

trading  of  licensed  houses.  It  is  not  my  pro-  Pr^P^.f  ^ules  and  regulations,  and  "she- 
vince  to  seek  a  cause  for  or  to  trace  the  origin    been,     and  you  will  also   introduce    the 

Mr.  HowelL 
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bana  fde  traveller.  You  will  have  in 
Monmouthshire,  as  in  Glamorganshire  at 
present,  large  bodies  of  men  going  about 
the  country  on  Sundays  and  destroying 
peace  and  quiet.  Why  not  leave  Mon- 
mouthshire alone  ?  At  present  it  is  in  a 
very  much  better  position  as  regards 
sobriety  than  Glamorganshire,  which  has 
got  the  Sunday  Closing  Act.  I  can 
quote  figures,  shoviing  that  where  the  Act 
is  enforced  drunkeimess  has  increased, 
whereas  it  has  decreased  in  districts  to 
which  the  Act  does  not  apply.  In 
the  quinquennial  period  .1878-82,  the 
number  of  convictions  for  drunkenness 
per  100,000  of  the  population  in  Mon- 
mouthshire was  734  ;  in  the  last  quin- 
quennial period,  1893-97,  the  figures  were 
634,  showing  that  there  has  been  sul> 
stantial  progress  in  sobriety.  What  is 
the  condition  of  Glamorganshire  1  In  the 
period  1878-82  the  number  of  convictions 
per  100,000  was  771,  and  in  the  period 
1893-97  it  had  increased  to  1,314.  Yet 
Glamorganshire  is  a  county  to  which  the 
Act  applies,  and  Monmouthshire  is  with- 
out the  Act,  and  you  now  propose  to  in- 
troduce the  Act  into  Monmouthshire  in 
spite  of  the  striking  progress  in  sobriety 
which  has  been  made  there.  My  con- 
tention is  that  where  this  Act  applies 
there  are  more  bogus  clubs  and  "she- 
beens" and  the  districts  are  more 
addicted  to  drink.  I  do  not  see  what 
answer  can  be  given  to  the  figures  I  have 
quoted.  Beyond  that,  this  Act  would  be 
another  interference  with  the  right  of 
the  citizen.  I  would  like  to  quote  from 
a  speech  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  West  Monmouthshire — who 
of  course  is  now  deeply  interested  in  this 
measure — which  he  delivered  in  Oxford  in 
1872.  This  question  was  then  even  more 
acute  than  it  is  to-day. 

Sir  WILLIAM  HARCOURT  (Mon- 
mouthshire, W.) :  I  have  learned  a  good 
deal  since  then. 

Mr.  HOWELL :  The  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman then  said — 

•*  I  heard  it  affirmed  that  crime,  poverty, 
and  disease  wore  the  results  of  increased  and 
increauing  drankenne^«).  When  I  come  to 
examine  the  assertions  I  find  they  cannot  be 
supported.  There  seems  to  be,  day  by  day, 
a  growing  disposition  more  and  more  to  invoice 
the  interference  of  Government  in  every 
relation  of  social  life.  I  believe  this  to  be  a 
most  dangerous  tendency  and  one  to  which  it 
is  necessary  to  offer  an  early  and  determined 


i  resistance.  The  Question  Ib,  can  you  or  ought 
I  you  to  put  down  arinkin^  by  legislation  ?  You 
might  of  course  make  it  impossible  for  any 
man  to  get  anything  to  drink,  and  then  of 
course  no  man  could  get  drunk.  Just  in  the 
same  way  you  might  put  an  end  to  all  crime 
by  putting  every  tody  in  prison.  But  when 
you  have  put  everybody  in  prison  you  will 
not  have  made  your  population  virtuous." 

I  would  refer  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
to  the  figures  I  have  quoted.  You  shut 
up  the  public-houses  in  Glamorganshire, 
and  you  have  not  such  a  good  result  as 
in  Monmouthshire.  The  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman further  said — 

"What  really  makes  sobriety  valuable  is 
the  voluntary  self-control,  the  deliberate  self- 
denial  which  resists  temptation  and  leads  a 
man  for  the  sake  of  himself  and  of  others  to 
abstain  from  vicious  indulgence,  and  this  ^  is 
a  thing  you  cannot  create  oy  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment. I  am  against  the  whole  system  of 
*  petty  molestation  *  and  irritating  dictation 
whether  by  a  class  or  a  majority.  I  am  against 
forbidding  a  man  to  have  a  glass  of  beer  if  he 
wants  a  glass  of  beer." 

Those  were  the  feelings  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman.  If  he  supports  this  Bill  he 
is  indulging  in  "  petty  molestation  "  of  a 
substantial  minoiity  in  Monmouthshire. 
If  they  want  a  glass  of  beer  on  Sundays 
they  will  be  forbidden,  if  this  Bill  is 
passed,  to  have  it.  That,  I  submit,  is  a 
principle  which  the  House  should  reject. 
It  is  "  petty  molestation  "  and  irritating 
interference  with  the  rights  of  the  citizen. 
I  move  the  rejection  of  this  Bill  because 
it  is,  I  think,  a  wrong  principle  of  legisla- 
tion to  ask  this  House  to  apply  a  broad 
principle  of  temperance  reform  to  one 
county.  In  the  second  place,  no  case  has 
been  proved  why  this  particular  attention 
should  be  paid  to  Monmouthshire. 
Further,  I  say  it  is  wrong  to  argue  that 
l)ecause  the  majority  of  the  coimty  asks 
for  this  Bill  it  ought  to  be  passed.  That 
is  local  option.  If  you  want  local  option 
the  proper  course  would  be  to  bring  in  a 
general  Bill  for  the  whole  country  which 
could  be  argued  out  before  a  full  Hoase. 
This  Bill  is  wrong  because,  ^vithout  tr3ring 
to  deal  with  the  defects  in  the  Act,  it  pro- 
poses to  extend  the  Act  to  Monmouth- 
shire and  to  introduce  into  that  countv 
bogus  clubs,  "shebeens,"  and  the  bonafAe 
traveller,  although  Monmouthshire  was 
expressly  excluded  from  the  operations  of 
the  Act.  Moreover,  this  is  a  measure  of 
class  prohibition.  The  poor  man's  cellar 
is  the  licensed  house ;  you  are  locking  it ; 
but  I  doubt  if  many  hon.  Members  in 
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this  House  lock  their  cellars  on  Sundays. 
In  conclusion,  with  regard  to  temperance 
reformers,  I  would  say  that  it  is  a  bad 
thine  for  their  movement  that  they 
should  attempt  piecemeal  legislation  of 
this  kind.  I  would  say  that  until  they 
learn  to  be  just  to  the  interests  which  are 
involved,  and  give  greater  weight  to  the 
rights  and  liberty  of  the.  individual 
citizen,  they  will  delay  the  advent  of 
that  temperance  measure  which  the  vast 
majority  of  the  people  of  this  country 
desire  to  see.  I  beg  to  move  that  this 
Bill  be  read  a  second  time  this  day  six 
months. 

Colonel  MORGAN  (Monmouthshire, 
S.)  formally  seconded  the  motion. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  To  leare  out  the  word  *  now/  and  at  the 
end  of  the  Question  to  add  the  words '  upon  this 
day  six  months.' " — {Mi\  Howell.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  word 
*  now  *  stand  part  of  the  Question." 

■^Mr.  McKENNA  (Monmouthshire,  N.): 
The  hon.  Gentleman  who  moved  the 
rejection  of  this  Bill  has,  as  was  to  be 
expected,  made  out  as  plausible  a  case 
as  possible.  I  will  not  dispute  that 
there  is  a  great  deal  of  force  in  some  of 
the  arguments  which  he  used  any  more 
than  I  will  deny  that  there  is  considerable 
difficulty  in  dealing  satisfactorily  with 
questions  of  licensing  reform.  But  although 
1  listened  to  the  hon.  Gentleman  with 
great  care,  I  am  bound  to  say  he  did  not 
seem  to  me  to  answer  in  any 
satisfactory  way  any  of  my  hon. 
friend's  arguments.  He  stated  that 
his  chief  objection  to  this  Bill  was  that 
it  extended  general  legislation  to  a 
Hingle  county,  but  he  appears  to  have 
o\  erlooked  the  fact  that  such  extension 
has  been  very  common.  The  very  Act 
which  he  himself  quoted  from — the  Act 
of  Henry  VHI. — which  he  says  incor- 
porated Monmouthshire  with  England, 
extends  general  legislation  to  particular 
counties,  and  you  will  find  all  through 
our  statutes  sections  relating  specially 
to  Durham,  Cornwall,  and  other 
counties.  But  more  than  that — it  is 
within  his  personal  experience  that  it  is 
the  practice  now  by  Private  Bill  to  extend 
matters  of  general  legislation  to  particular 
districts.     A   Police  and  Sanitary  Com- 

Mr.  Hoivell. 


mittee  has  been  appointed  by  this  House, 
and  its  duty  is  to  deal  with  these  various 
points  of  general  legislation,  and  there- 
fore it  is  idle  now  for  the  hon.  Gentleman 
to  tell  us  that  this  is  an  al>solutely  novel 
principle. 


j      Mr.  HOWELL:    These    statutes 
'  enabling  statutes. 


are 


*Mr.  McKENNA  :  Oh,  no.  There  are 
many  prohibiting  clauses  in  the  Bills 
which  come  before  the  Police  and  Sani- 
tary Committee,  and  even  new  criminal 
offences  have  been  made  in  particular  dis- 
tricts. There  is  nothing  novel  in  the  idea, 
and  if  the  House  is  led  to  imagine  there 
is,  and  that  by  passing  this  Bill  it  would 
be  opening  a  new  era  of  legislation, 
it  would  be  entirely  mistaken.  The 
hon.  Gentleman  disputes  the  statement  of 
my  hon.  friend  that  Monmouthshire  is 
merely  an  English  county  technically,  and 
he  referred  to  the  26th  Chapter  of  the 
27th  of  Henry  VHL  I  have  read  that 
Act  with  some  care,  and  there  is  nothing 
in  it  which  directly  asserts  that  Mon- 
mouthshire is  in  England.  So  far  from 
there  being  such  a  direct  statement,  I  find 
in  a  marginal  note  in  which  the  shires  of 
Wales  are  mentioned  that  Monmouthshire 
is  included  among  them.  So  far  as  that 
statute  is  concerned  the  inference  might 
be  drawn  either  way,  and  if  the  hon. 
Gentleman  is  really  impressed  with  the  fact 
that  the  Bill  proposes  to  interfere  with  an 
English  county,  and  that  the  claim  of 
England  to  have  full  liberty  to  get  drunk 
on  Sundays  is  being  broken  into,  he  may 
console  himself  with  the  reflection  that  it 
is  really  a  very  technical  and  disputable 
point  as  to  whether  Monmouthshire  is  or 
is  not  in  England.  The  hon.  Gentleman 
also  objected  to  the  Bill  on  the  ground 
that  it  was  local  option  in  dis^Lse.  I 
suppose  he  would  call  it  the  thni  end  of 
the  wedge.  I  do  not  sUuul  here  at  all  in 
the  guise  of  a  tempt^rance  reformer.  I 
have  been  asked  in  my  own  constituency 
whether  I  would  support  a  Sunday 
Closing  Bill  for  England,  and  on  several 
occasions  I  have  refused  to  pledge  myself 
to  any  such  measure.  In  a  measiu*e  of 
this  kind  what  we  have  to  look  to 
are  the  sentiments,  feelings,  and  habits 
of  the  people  concerned.  The  hon. 
Gentleman  proposes  that  legislation 
should  not  bo  devised  in  accordance  with 
the  convenience  of  the  people,  but  in 
order  to  satisfy  some  abstract  idea  of  legis- 
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lative  uniformity.     Whether   it  is  local  1  witnesses  have  been  examined  and  cross- 


option   or  not  it  is  immaterial  if  it  is 


examined,    and    the  Royal  Commission, 


necessary  or  suitable  for  the  people,  and  i  which  was  not  appointed  by  any  means 
we  are  not  going  to  be  frightened  away  ,  to  defend  the  Welsh  Closing  Act,  reported 
from  any  good  measure  by  the  idea  that .  on  that  matter — not  as  a  matter  of  con- 
we  are  introducing  some  new  principle  of  I  jecture,  but  after  nine  years  experience  of 
legislation.  Whether  Sunday  closing  the  working  of  the  Act — as  to  what 
would  be  as  advantageous  in  Middlesex  ,  Parliament  should  do.  When  I  find  the 
as  in  Monmouthshire  is  a  very  doul»tful  members  of  that  Royal  Commission — 
question.  In  Monmouthshire  it  would  I  who  might  be  expected,  from  a  peciniiury 
be  welcomed ;  in  Middlesex  I  very  much  or  propagandist  bias,  to  come  to  opposite 
doubt  whether  it  would  be  acquiesced  in.  conclusions — agreeing  on  a  matter  of 
Nobody  need  fear  that  in  allowing  this  fact  I  take  it  that  we  could  not  have 
Bill  to  pass  he  will  be  constrained  by  i  better  evidence  that  the  fact  is  tnie.  The 
argumentative  process  into  voting  for  Sun-  Commission  of  1890  reported  upon  three 
day  closing  in  England.  Then  the  ho!i.  matters.  They  reported  first  on  the 
Gentleman   referred   to   the  interference    improvement    in    the    condition   of    the 


with  the  liberty  of  the  subject  proposed 
by  this  Bill ;  but  the  whole  of  our  licens- 
ing legislation  is  an  interference  with  the 


streets  as  the  result  of  the  Act.  They 
stated  that  the  condition  of  the  streets 
had  been  a  real  grievance  and'  had  been 


liberty  of  the  subject.  Why  does  this  !  largely  improved.  The  second  matter  in 
particular  matter  suddenly  strike  the  '  the  Report  was  in  reference  to  the  greater 
hon.  Gentleman  as  new  ?  If  the  British  !  regularity  of  the  attendance  of  workmeri 
subject  is  to  have  full  liberty  to  get  at  their  places  of  employment.  Upon 
drunk,  why  not  after  half-past  twelve  or  |  that  matter  employers  had  been 
eleven  or  half-past  ten,  according  to  practically  unanimous,  although  many  of 
the  hour  the  public-houses  are  closed  the  employers  who  gave  evidence  on  that 
in  different  places  1  All  the  small  point  were  against  the  Act.  They  stated 
measures  of  useful  social  legislation  ,  that  greater  regularity  had  been  sub- 
which  the  hon.  Gentleman  promised  at  I  stantially  proved.  The  third  point  dealt 
the  last  General  Election  would  be  an  t  with  was  under  the  general  head  of  the 
interference  with  the  liberty  of  increased  comforts  of  the  people,  and 
the  subject.  Why,  then,  refuse  to  upon  that  head  the  Commission  reported 
give  our  consent  to  this  measure  be-  it  might  ])e  fairly  claimed  that  this  great 
cause  it  embodies  the  very  principle  a])stention  on  the  first  day  of  the 
on  which  all  our  licensing  legislation  is  .  week — the  day  of  greatest  temptation 
based  '\  The  hon.  Gentleman  gave  us  |  — had  been  a  powerful  factor  of  moral 
some  evidence  as  to  "  sheebeens "  and  |  improvement.  Theirs  is  not  the  lan- 
clul)8,  and  he  endeavoured  to  make  out  guage  of  temperance  enthusiasts,  but 
the  best  case  he  could.  I  do  not  know  i  of  men  who  were  appointed  to  inquire 
whether  he  would  say,  for  instance,  that  into  the  weak  spots  of  the  Sunday  Closing 
liecause  there  is  smuggling  we  should  Act.  Having  heard  all  the  evidence,  and 
have  no  excise  laws.  I  do  not  deny  that  testing  all  the  evidence,  they  reported  that 
there  are  bogus  clubs,  "shebeens"  and  i  they  could  not,  af  ter  giving  it  the  fullest  and 
other  abuses  of  the  law,  but  that  does  not  ;  most  careful  consideration,  endorse  either 
prove  that  the  Imlance  of  advantage  is  not  the  recommendation  to  repeal  the  Sunday 
with  Sunday  closing  in  Wales.  This  Closing  Act  or  to  modify  it  by  permitting 
House  is  not  a  good  tribunal  to  try  ques-  the  opening  of  public-houses  for  a  short 
tions  of  fact.  We  have  not  time  to  bring  time  in  the  middle  of  the  day  and  the 
out  all  the  evidence ;  we  have  no  means  i  evening  of  Sunday.  This  Commission, 
of  cross-examination.  We  recognise  which  had  all  the  evidence  befon^ 
that  we  are  not  the  best  judges  of ,  them,  decided  in  favour  of  the 
fact  by  appointing  Royal  Commissions,  i  continuation  of  the  Welsh  Sunday 
There  was  a  Commission  in  1890  appointed  Closing  Act.  My  hon.  friend  who  movi  d 
by  a  Conservative  Government  with  the  i  the  Second  Reading  of  the  Bill  has  dealt 
express  purpose  of  inquiring  into  the  very  !  very  fully  and  very  ably  with  the  Report 
charges  of  shebeening  and  bogus  clubs  >  of  the  second  Royal  Commission.  In  that 
which  have  been  brought  before  the  House  Report  only  two  fj'^ntloman  can  be 
by  the  hon.  Gentleman.  This  is  not  a  found  out  of  twenty-four  who  are 
new  matter.     It  has  all  been  discussed,    adverse    and     report    against    extend- 
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ing  the  Welsh  Sunday  Closing  Act  particular  merits  of  the  Bill  at  the  pre- 
to  Monmouthshire.  They,  too,  had  sent  time.  I  ha^^e  never  been  able  to 
everything  before  them,  and,  as  the  hon.  |  support  local  option  or  Sunday  closing. 
Gentleman  has  said,  they  knew  about  To  a  great  extent  my  views  were  ex- 
the  shebeens  and  the  bogus  clubs,  and  pressed  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
yet  six  out  of  eight  of  those  who  were  opposite.  What  I  am  interested  in  at 
themselves  interested  in  the  liquor  trade  the  same  time  is  some  advance  in 
decided  in  favour  of  the  Welsh  Sunday  -  licensing  reform,  and  that  something 
Closing  Act.  Could  there  be  stronger  should  be  done  for  temperance  legisla- 
evidence  of  the  facts  in  this  matter  1  '  tion.  I  complete  this  month  thirty  years 
What  more  is  there  to  be  said  on  the  '  experience  in  this  House,  and  it  is  a 
subject  when  you  have  got  so  unanimous  .  humiliating  fact  that  in  looking  back  over 
Reports  of  two  Commissions  ?  Why,  it  that  period  next  to  nothing  has  l>een 
would  not  be  proper  to  waste  the  time  of  done  in  regard  to  temperance  or  licensing 
the  House  in  going  into  further  evidence  '  reform,  and  while  appreciating  the 
or  to  refer  to  the  vast  numl>er  of '  object  .of  my  friend  the  hon. 
petitions,  the  number  of  letters !  Baronet  opposite  and  those  who  have 
and      resolutions,       and       the      corre- 1  worked       with      him,      I     lay     it      at 


spondence  of  all  sorts  I  have  received, 
like,  I  assume,  my  hon.  colleagues 
in  the  representation  of  Monmouthshire. 
I  hold  in  my  hand  the  whole  of  the 
correspondence   I   have  received  adverse 


their  door  very  largely  that  it  is 
so.  They  have  lost  opportunity  after 
opportunity  in  a  House  which  was  pre- 
pared to  pass  measures  which  would 
greatly  have  promoted  the  cause  of  tem- 


to  this  Bill.       They   consist    of    repre- 1  perance.      I     think    something    like    a 
sentations    coming    mainly   from    repre- 1  modified  Sunday  closing  might  have  been 


sentatives  of  the  licensed  trade.  I  have 
one  letter  from  a  man  representing 
himself  as  a  working:  man.     I  have  two 


introduced.  I  think  that  at  the  time  of 
the  Local  Government  Bill  an  immense 
deal  might  have  been  done  if  the  cry  of 


resolutions  from  pubuc  meetings  called,  I  I  the  advanced  temperance  reformers  had 
think,  both  in  the  same  town,  and  the  rest  |  not  been  raised  against  the  compensating 
represent  resolutions  of  the  licensed  trade.  |  of  the  pul^licans.  If  these  clauses  had 
I  have  received  seven  or  eight  of  them,  as  ',  been  carried  out  there  would  have  l>een 


against  petitions  and  resolutions  in  favour 
of  the  Bill  I  could  number  by  the  score. 
Opposition    to   this   Bill   in    Monmouth- 


hundreds  of  thousands  of  public-houses 
done  away  with.  Still,  from  whatever 
cause   the    temperance   cause    has    been 


shire  outside  the  trade  is  very  slight.  I  hindered,  there  remains  the  fact  that  next 
Organised  opposition  there  is  none  ;  I  to  nothing  has  been  done.  This  Govern- 
individual  opposition  there  may  l)e.  |  ment  on  coming  in  with  a  strong  majority 
When  the  hon.  Member  says  it  has  a  bare  ,  instituted  a  Licensing  Commission,  which 
majority  in  Monmouthshire  1  can  assure  sat  for  three  years  with  great  lal>our.  I 
him  it  is  something  entirely  different,  think  that  the  credit  of  the  Government 
The  people  in  favour  of  this  are  not  only  and  of  this  House  is  at  stake  if  something 
the  temperance  people.  They  include  is  not  done  in  carrying  out  their  recom- 
numbers  of  men  who  are  accustomed  to  go  mendations,  and  if  we  simply  sit  down 
to  the  public-house.  They  ask  the  House  i  and  allow  them  to  become  a  dead  letter, 
to  give  a  real  meaning  bo  their  prayer,  I  say  that  it  is  a  very  serious  imputation 
"  Lead  us  not  into  temptation."  They  upon  the  credit  of  this  House.  I  would 
are  tempted  to  go  into  the  public-houses,  deeply  regret  the  fact.  In  1890  there 
and  it  is  in  their  weakness  that  they  cry,  was  a  Majority  and  a  Minority  Report,  but 
"  Close  these  houses  from  us."  This  is  a  |  there  are  many  points  on  which  both  the 
Bill  in  conformity  with  the  will  of  the  majority  and  the  minority  are  agreed, 
people  of  Monmouthshire,  and  by  passing  and  i  take  it  that  when  they  were 
it  I  feel  that  the  House  will  be  doing  agreed  upon  this  occasion  by  twenty-two 
a  wise  act,,  an  act  which  will  lead  to  against  two,  I  certainly  cannot  refuse  to 
the  greater  happiness  of  the  public,  and  carry  out  their  recommendations.  I  know 
which  will  better  the  condition  of  the  how  thorny  a  question  this  licensing  ques- 
people  of  Monmouthshire.  tion  is.     I  know  how  many  Governments 

I  ha\'e  tried  their  hands  and  burned  their 

Sir    JOHN     KENNAWAY    (Devon,  ^  fingers  in  attempting  to  deal  with  it.     I 

Honiton) :  I  do  not  intend  to  go  into  the    caiuiot  hope  that  my  right  hon.  friend  the 

Mr,  Mt'Kninu, 
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Home  Secretary  will  do  much  this  session,  f  to  the  operation  of  the  Welsh  Sunday 
but  I  hope  that  he  will  feel  that  the  j  Closing  Act  of  1881,  and  he  drew  a 
Grovernment  are  bound  to  take  up  those  distinction,  and  I  think  in  many  ways 
points  on  which  the  majority  and  the  '  a  fair  distinction,  between  the  result 
minority  are  agreed,  and  endeavour  to  of  that  Act  and  the  principle  of 
pass  legislation.  This  question  which  is  ,  that  Act  —  or  rather  the  intention 
before  us  to-day  is  one  of  those  points  on  of  the  Act  when  it  was  passed, 
which  there  was  most  substantial  agree-  He  has  pointed  to  the  fact  that  in  the 
ment,  and  therefore  I  have  no  hesitation  populous  districts,  arid  esp)ecially  in 
in  giving  my  support  to  the  Bill.  i  CardiflF,  a   number    of    difficulties    have 

arisen  which  have  ])een  the  means  of 
*Mr.  HERBERT  ROBERTS  (Den-  securing  the  evasion  of  the  Act  in  many 
bighshire,  W.) :  I  may  l>e  allowed  to  ex-  directions.  One  of  his  complaints  against 
press  the  hope  that  with  regaixl  to  the  '  the  Bill  now  under  discussion  is  that  it 
points  upon  which  the  Commissions  were  ,  deals  only  \nth  the  subject  of  Sunday 
practically  united,  the  Government  and  closing  in  the  county  of  Monmouth,  and 
the  House  will  take  the  view  that  these  that  it  has  no  clauses  within  it  for  the 
points  should  be  embodied  at  all  events  purpose  of  meeting  those  practical  diffi- 
in  a  Bill  and  passed  into  law  with  as  little  culties  which  have  arisen  with  regard  to 
delay  as  possible.  The  right  hon.  Gentle-  the  general  operation  of  the  Act.  I 
man  opposite  has  indicated  that  he  does  I  have  only  to  reply  to  that  in  one  word, 
not  think  it  very  likely  that  can  bo  done  '  As  the  House  may  be  aware,  I  have  for 
this  session.  I  hope  nevertheless  that  i  many  years  brought  forward  a  Bill  in 
that  remark  of  his  does  not  refer  to  the  '  this  House  to  incorporate  the  recom- 
special  Bill  we  are  now  considering.  I !  mendations  of  the  Commission  of  1890, 
think  this  Bill  stands  more  or  less  by  '  with  regard  to  the  amendment  and 
itself  outside  of  the  general  recommenda-  '  strengthening  of  the  Act,  and  it  is  the 
tions  of  the  Commission.  It  is  a  Bill  in  1  firm  belief  of  the  large  majority  of  the 
which  the  Welsh  representati\'es  take  •  people  of  Wales,  and  of  the  Commissif)!! 
a  keen  interest,  and  owing  to  circum-  |  upon  which  I  sat,  that  if  these  recom- 
stances  in  the  past  the  interest  I  take  in  it ,  mendations  were  carried  out  the  practical 
personally  must  always  remain.  I  do  not  difficulties  he  has  referred  to  in  regard  to 
think  it  is  necessary  to  reply  in  any  detail  I  shebeening  and  bogus  clubs  in  Canlitf 
to  the  speech  of  my  hon.  friend  who  has  '  would  immediately  disappciir.  But  the 
moved  the  rejection  of  the  Bill.  I  agree  House  remembers  that  upon  the  only 
entirely  with  the  statement  of  my  j  occasion  when  I  had  the  chance  of 
hon.  friend  that  the  case  has  l)een  |  bringing  forwanl  that  amending 
so      fully     and     ably     stated      by     my    Bill     here,    it     was     the     hon.     Mem- 


hon.    friend   the  Member  for   the  Mon- 


ber      opposite      who      talked     it      out. 


mouthshire  District  that  it  is  unnecessary  The  hon.  Member  opposite  has  made 
to  occupy  the  time  of  the  House  in  any  I  reference  to  two  special  points  in  regard 
further  discussion  upon  the  evidence  ;  to  the  operation  of  the  Sunday  Closing 
which  has  been  laid  before  the  House  in  ;  Act  in  Cardiff  which  he  said  would  be 
favour  of  the  passing  of  this  measure.  I  affected  injuriously  by  the  passing  of  this 
But  there  are  one  or  two  points  in  the  '  Bill.  The  first  point  which  he  raised  was 
speech  of  my  hon.  friend  the  Member  for  the  question  of  clubs.  He  pointed  out 
the  Denbigh  District  to  which  I  wish  to  that  there  had  been,  owing  to  the  openi- 
refer.  I  do  not  believe  on  an  occasion  of  tion  of  the  Welsh  Sunday  Closing  Act,  an 
this  kind  in  making  personal  references,  i  increase  in  the  number  of  club?  in  Cardiff, 
but  I  think  the  House  should  be  reminded  ,  He  went  on  to  say  that  if  we  as  a  House 
of  the  fact  that  it  is  rather  a  strange  |  sanctioned  the  principle  of  the  inclusion  of 
thing  in  regard  to  this  Bill,  which  is !  Monmouthshire  within  the  Act  thes(^ 
directly  connecterl  with  Welsh  opinion,  difficulties  would  be  multiplied  in  the 
that  my  hon.  friend  opposite  should  be  |  future.  I  would  like,  however,  to  remiii<? 
selected  to  move  the  rejection  of  the  I  the  House  of  one  or  two  facts  in  reference 
measure,  because  it  is  a  well  known  fact  to  this  difficulty  of  the  increase  of  clubs 
that  my  hon.  friend  some  time  ago  I  which  is  alleged  to  have  taken  place 
announced  his  intention  to leaveat  the  next  I  owing  to  the  operation  of  the  Sunday 
election.  He  has  referred  to  the  experi-  Closing  Act.  In  tlie  first  place,  1  should 
ences  we  have  gained  up  to  now  in  regard  i  like  to  make  it  plain  with  regard  to  clubs 
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in  Cardiflf  that  that  town  stands  very 
much  better  than  most  English  towns  of 
similar  population.  The  inference  to  be 
drawn  from  the  speech  of  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man opposite  was  that  because  of  the 
operation  of  the  Sunday  Qlosing  Act  in 
Cardiff  there  had  been  an  immense 
increase  in  the  number  of  drinking  clubs 
there,  and  that  the  town  therefore  com 
parc(l  unfavourably  in  that  regard  to 
English  towns  of  a  similar  character 
and  population.  I  will  just  remind 
the  House  that  there  were  in  1897 
in  Cardiff  —  I  am  giving  from 
memory  the  evidence  submitted  to  the 
Commission — thirty  known  clubs  at  which 
drink  was  sold.  Now  take  two  towns  of 
similar  population  in  England — Oldham 
and  Bradford.  In  Oldham  there  were  no 
less  than  sixty-nine — more  than  twice  as 
many — and  in  Bradford  eighty-one — 
almost  three  times  as  many.  In  other  I 
words,  where  you  have  not  Sunday  closing  i 
you  have  more  drinking  clubs,  and  where 
you  have  Sunday  closing  you  have  fewer. 

Mr.  MACLEAN  (Cardiff) :   What  are 
the  numbers  of  meml)er8  of  the  clubs  ? 

♦Mr.  HERBERT  ROBERTS :  I  have 
no  note  of  that,  but  I  can  assure  my  hon. 
friend  that  the  clubs  in  l)oth  these  places 
were  clubs  of  a  similar  character,  and  I 
should  be  very  much  surprised  if  they 
were  larger  in  any  material  respect.  An- 
other point  with  regard  to  clubs  is  this. 
Evidence  was  placed  before  us  when  sit- 
ting on  the  Commission  to  the  effect  that 
the  number  of  those  who  used  these 
clubs  for  drinking  purposes  had  largely 
increased  since  1889.  In  1889,  so  far  as 
Cardiff  was  concerned,  a  return  was  made 
which  indicated  that  from  a  census  of 
those  attending  the  clubs  there  were 
found  to  be  drinking  within  the  clubs  in 
that  year  2,600.  In  1895  there  were 
over  5,000.  But  the  witness  who  made 
that  statement — Mr.  I^ascelles  Carr,  the 
editor  of  the  iresteiii  Mail,  an  able 
and  persistent  opponent  of  the  Act  — 
pointed  out  that  this  was  due  to  an  in- 
crease having  taken  place  in  clubs  of  the 
political  complexion  to  which  he  belonged. 
The  third  point  I  wish  to  make  is  that, 
previous  to  the  passing  of  the  Welsh 
Sunday  Closing  Act  of  1881,  in  the  year 
1877  no  fewer  than  seventy-eight  bogus 
clubs  were  suppressed  by  police  pro- 
ceedings. At  that  time  the  town  of 
Cardiff  had  a  population  of  80,000.     In 

J//*.  Herbert  Moberts* 


1895  there  were  twenty-four,  and  in  1897 
the  number  was  thirty  when  the  popu- 
lation had  increased  to  170,000.  The 
other  point  made  by  my  hon.  friend 
opposite  was  on  the  question  of  shebeen- 
ing.  I  would  be  the  last  in  this  House 
to  say  that  that  does  not  exist  in  Cardiff 
as  a  real  difficulty.  This  difficulty  ex- 
isted before  the  passing  of  the  Welsh 
Sunday  Closing  Act,  and  it  is  a  thing 
which  has  been  grappled  with,  and  can  be 
grappled  with  by  the  ordinary  operation 
of  the  law.  If  the  recommendations 
made  in  the  Bill,  to  which  I  have  already 
referred  and  which  I  have  introduced 
many  times  in  the  House,  were  carried  out, 
the  difficulty  would  be  almost  entirely  done 
away  with.  It  is  a  fact  that  there  have 
been,  during  recent  years  in  Cardiff,  a 
large  number  of  prosecutions  in  connection 
with  those  illicit  sales  of  beer  in  shebeens. 
In  1891  there  were  120  prosecutions  ;  in 
1892,  360;  in  1893,  220;  in  1894,  216; 
in  1895,  196;  and  in  1896,  106;  so  that 
it  is  true  that  with  regard  to  the  number 
of  shebeens  there  has  been  of  late  years  a 
steady  diminution  in  the  numl)er  of  prose- 
cutions. That  has  })een  brought  about,  no 
doubt,  by  a  more  effective  and  strict  police 
supervision  of  them.  I  also  have  a  note 
here  of  a  leading  article  in  the  IFesiem 
Mail  for  28th  January,  1897,  bearing 
on  this  subject,  in  which  these  word 
occur — 

"Probably  we  have  nhebeens  in  Cardiff, 
but  what  of  clubs,  and  what  of  private 
drinking  ?  '* 

I  should  say  that  the  article  was  written 
decidedly  against  the  policy  and  opera- 
tion of  the  Sunday  Closing  Act,  and  the 
point  which  was  made  was  that  although 
it  was  true  that  there  were  fewer  shebeens 
in  Cardiff — what  of  clubs,  and  what  of 
private  drinking  ?  I  have  already  pointed 
out  that,  in  regard  to  clubs,  Cardiff  does 
not  stand  behind  l)ut  rather  before  similar 
towns  in  England.  I  have  two  other  points 
to  make  in  regard  to  shebeening — first 
of  all,  the  point  of  their  local  distribution. 
More  than  one  reference  has  been  made 
in  the  course  of  the  debate  to  the  remark- 
able evidence  given  by  the  Chief  Constable 
of  Cardiff — evidence  worthy  of  the  most 
serious  consideration  of  this  House,  ^\^lat 
he  pointed  out  was  this,  that  in  the  year 
1896,  out  of  106  prosecutions  for  shebeen- 
ing, no  fewer  than  ninety-eight  came 
from  one  district,  and  that  the  lowest 
district  in  the  town.     H6  pointe<l   out 
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further,  that  the  chanicter  of  those  who  original  siu.  I  fail  myself  to  see  how  it 
were  prosecuted  made  it  ahsolutely  is  likely  that  Cardiff  is  hound  to  be  pcr- 
cloar  what  kind  of  people  frequented  manently  on  the  increase  as  regards 
them.  Out  of  the  106  prosecutions  Sunday  drinking.  What  I  say  is  that, 
twenty-one  were  thie^'es,  seventeen  were  ,  given  similar  conditions  as  have  exiatetl 
persons  who  had  been  previously  con-  in  regard  to  this  portion  of  the  law 
victed,  and  forty  were  connected  with  :  in  Glasgow,  Edinburgh,  and  other  large 
houses  of  ill-fame.  In  other  wonls,  75  towns  in  Scotland,  and  I  say  the  results 
per  cent,  of  those  prasecutcd  belonge<l  to  will  be  arid  are  l>ound  to  be  the  8;iinc. 
the  lowest  stratum  of  human  society  in  Cardiff,  as  my  hon.  friends  on  this  side 
the  town  of  Cardiff,  and  I  would  ask  the  know,  has  of  late  shown  that  it  is 
House  whether  it  is  necessary  in  the  desirous  of  entering  in  fully  with  the 
interest  of  people  of  this  kind  and  national  aspirations  of  Wales.  I  do  not 
character  to,  in  any  way,  modify  the  know  whether  it  is  not  a  fact  that  Cur- 
Sunday  Closing  Act  or  to  give  them  fa(ii-  diff  drwuns  of  some  day  being  the  capital 
lities  for  drinking  on  Sunclays.  The  real  i  of  Wales.  At  all  events  it  has  made  np 
question  before  the  House,  1  take  it,  to-  its  mind,  so  far  as  the  great  majority  of 
day  is  this  :  Will  the  granting  of  Sunday  the  inhabitants  are  concerned,  to  do 
closing  to  the  county  of  Monmouth  lessen  nothing  to  thwart  or  oppose  the  trend  of 
or  increase  the  difiRculties  and  the  opera- ,  national  opinion  in  Wales,  and  that  being 
tion    of  the    Act    in    Cardiff    and    the    so  I  do  not  think  it  expresses  the  real 


populous  districts  about  Cardifl?  There 
18  no  doubt  about  the  desire  of  the  county 
on  the  point.  The  only  serious  objection 
that  can  be  urged  to  the  Bill  is  whether, 


view  of  the  place  to  say  that  it  is  desirous 
permanently  to  put  itself  behind  Wales 
in  regard  to  Sunday  closing.  If  this  Bill 
is  passed  I  have  no  doubt  it  will  be  in 


if  passed,  it  would  increase  the  difficulties  i  accordance  ^^ith  the  overwhelming  opinion 
of  the  operation  of  the  Act  in  Canliff  I  of  the  country.  If  passed,  I  feel  sure  it 
itself.  1  submit  that  the  evidence  is  over-  ,  will  make  Sunday  closing  in  Wales  still 
whelmingly  against  that  supposition.     It   more  a  success ;  and   lastly,  I  belie\e  it 

will  be  the  means  of  enabling  the  people 
of  Wales  to  go  forward  one  more  impor- 


was  stated  before  the  Commission  of  1896 
and  the  Commission  of  1889   that  there 


had  been  a  distinct  improvement  in  public    tant  step  along  the  path  of  social  and 
order  upon  Sunday  in  Cardiff  itself.  The    moral  progress, 
hon.  Gentleman  opposite  seemed  to  make 

rather  light  of  the  opinion  of  the  m,^  MACLELVX  :  The  hon.  Member 
Koyal  Commission,  but,  after  all,  I  ^^^^^  ^  .^  j^^^  ^^^^  ^^^^  j^^,^^ 
do     not     think    this     House  will  agree  I  ,^         ^,  ^      ,        i   i     •.•      . 

with  him  in  that.  For  three  vears  we  ''e^^^^^  «"  ^^^  "«f^^^  ^'^f  legitimate 
sat  taking  eWdence  on  these  points  drawn  , '-aspirations  of    Cardiff    to    l)ecome    the 

from  every  possible  quarter,  and  we  were  capital  of  Wales,  and  he  seemed  to  think 

by  no  means  of  one  mind  on  the  question,  that  if  Cardiff  identified  itself  with  the 

but  we  were  of  one  mind  on  this  point.  ;  s^mday  closing  movement  that  would  in 

The  Chief  Constable,  when  asked  whether  ^^^^          ^^^  to  strengthen  her  claim. 

Cardiff  was  worse  than  Bnstol  or  Man-    ^  ^r        ..         t „7v»,«  «^^«,v««    t 

Chester,  rt^pHed  that  it  was  not  worse  ^''^  ^  must  ^y  from  my  own  experience  I 

than  either  of  them.      Similar  evidence  do  not  think  that  Cardiff  would  be  more 

was  given  by  other  witnesses.     The  Chief  likely  to  achieve  her  sublime  ambition  to 

Constable  also  said  they  got  most  of  their  become  the  capital  of  Wales  if  she  put  a 

Sunday  dmnkenness  from  people  coming  stop  altogether    to    th(^   sale   of   strong 

over  the  border.     The  chief  difficultv  in  liquor  in  the  town.     On  the  contrary,  1 

regard  to   Sunday  closing  in  Wales  had  'believe  that  the  Sunday  Closing  Act  has 

reference  to  the  Iwrder  between  Cardiff  only   succeeded  there  liecause  it  is  sys- 

and  Monmouthshire.     The  hon.  Member  tematically  evaded,  and  because  anybody 

opposite  and  those  who  agree  with  him  who    wishes  to    get    strong     drink    on 

seem  to  have  made  up  their  minds  that  Sunday  can  do  so  in  a  perfectly  open  and 

whatever  you  do  in  regard  to  Cardiff  the  i  natiu^l  manner  in  spite  of  th3  Simday 

evils  of  Sunday  drinking  are  boimd  to  Closing  Act.     Much  stress  has  been  laid 

continue  and  are  bound  to  increase.     I  in  the  debate  on  the  fact  that  the  Royal 

am  not  one  of  those  who  are  prepared  to  Commission    which    recently     sat    were 

endow   Cardiff  with   a  double    dose    of  unanimous  in    recommending    that    the 
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Sunday  Closing  Act  should  be  extended  '  temperance  by  compelling  the  people  of 
to  Monmouthshire.     But  too  much  impor-    Monmouthshire toal^tain  from  having  any- 
tance    should    not    be  attached  to  that  •  thing  to  drink  on  the  first  day  of  the  week, 
conclusion.     We  know  a  good  deal  about    I  do  not  think  that  is  a  principle  of  legis- 
the   history  of  that  Royal  Commission,    lation  wh^ch  ought  to  be  adopted  in  tnis 
We  know   that  the   members  were  con-    House.      Cleariy,  if  we  are  to  have  local 
stantly  engaged  for  a  very  long  period  in    option  adopted  in  Monmouthshire  it  yviU 
quarrelling  with  one  another    and  with    creep  along  to  Gloucestershire  and  Somer- 
their  chairman,  and  I  suppose  that  when    setshire,  and   then  up  the  whole  line  of 
it  came  to  their  making  up  their  Report   the  Great  Western  Railway  to  Ix)ndon. 
they    looked    about    to     see     if     there    You  cannot  have  this  principle  adopted 
was     any     particular    point    on     which    in  one  part  of  the  country  ana  not  in  the 
it       was      possible       for       them      all    rest.     I  should  like  to  know  what  line  the 
to    come    to   some    agreement,    and    at    (government  itself  intends  to  take  with 
last     they    decided     that     they     would    regard  to  this  measure.      Here  is  a  piece- 
recommend    the    extension     of    Sunday  I  meal  proposal  of   legislation  inflicting  a 
closing  to  Monmouthshire,  on  the  principle    very  serious  burden  upon  a  trade  with 
lie  mininm  non  airat  lex.      Certainly  the    which  the    Crovernment    is    not    at   all 
Report    of    that    Commission    has    not  i  anxious  to  interfere.      Everybody  who 
attracted  great  attention  from  the  Govern-  >  has  interferetl  with  that  trade,  as  the  hon, 
ment  of  the  day,  and  it  has  not  made  a  '  Baronet  opposite  knows,   has   burnt  his 
very  great  impression    on  the    country,  i  fingers  in  the  progress.      The  right  hon. 
The  Govenmient  have  not,  so  far  as  I  am    Baronet  who  spoke  just  now  warned  the 
aware,  attempted  to  introduce  legislation    ho!u  Baronet  of  the  mistake  he  made  in 
based  upon  that  lieport.     Supposing  they  '  not  allowing  compensation  to  the  brewers 
were  to  do  so,  it  would  be  exceedingly    some  years  ago.     Similar  penalties  are 
puzzling,  because  the  Commission,  by  a    about  to  \te  inflicted  upon  the  licensing 
very  large— indeed  an    overwhelming —    trade.      It  is  only  a  week  ago  we  heard 
majority  condemned  local  option,  and  then    the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  come 
immediately  stultified    itself   by    recom- 1  down  here  and  state  that  he  was  looking 
mending  local  option  for  Monmouthshire,    about  for  money,   and   he  immediately 
That  is  what  the  present  Bill  comes  to.    asked  the  beer  and  spirit  trades  to  supply 
If  the  Government  proposed  to  bring  in  a  ,  him     with   £2,500,000    in    addition    to 
large  licensing  measure  dealing  with  the    the     enormous     revenue     they    already 
whole  question,  we  should  be  prepared  to    yielded  to  the  Exchequer.     Is  it  an  oppor- 
discuss  it,  and  possibly  then  the  whole  '  tune  season,  immediately  after  the  sacri- 
subject  might  be  thoroughly  threshed  out ;    fice  the  trade  has  so  willingly  made,  for 
but  it  seems  to  me  that  as  the  Govern- ,  the  Government  to  say,  "We  are  going  to 
ment  has  refused  to  have  anything  to  do   impose  fresh  penalties  upon  the  trade  ''  f 
with  the  Licensing  Commission,  so  far,  we  |  We  have  had  a  good  deal  of  discussion 
might  wait  until  it  takes  up  the  Report    about  the  way  in  which  Sunday  closing  is 
before   we   are    qualified    to    deal    with    received  in  Wales.      It  was  spning  upon 
one   particular    section    of    the    subject,    the  people  there  as  a  complete  surprise, 
We     have    had     a     speech     from     one    because    English    Meml)er8    would     not 
of    the    Members   for    Monmouth,    who    take      the      trouble      to    interfere     in 
very   frankly  declares  that   he  is  not  an    the     matter.      They     did     not     foresee 
advocate  for  Sunday  closing  for  England :    that  the  principle  atlopted  there  woukl 
he  says  it  is  to  be  adopted  in  Monmouth-    ultimately   bo    extended    to    their    own 
shire   simply   because   the   people    there    country.     It  is  said  that  the  principle  has 
happened  to  l)e  in  favour  of  it.    That  is  a    been  gladly  adopted  throughout  M'ales. 
very  strange  proposal  to  lay  before  the    It  has  not  l)een  so  adopted  m  Cardiff,  as 
House    of    Commons.     It   appears    that    has  been  proved  over  and  over  again.  AH 
English   Members  are  asked    to-day    to    the   Commissions   which   have   sat    have 
indulge  in   an   act  of  -vicarious  sacrifice  :   agreed  upon  this  point — that  it  is  impoe- 
they   are   to  go  on    allowing  their  con- !  sible  to  carry  out  legislation  of  this  kind 
stituents  in   all  parts  of  the  country  to  I  in   any    populous    district.     Why    is   it 
drink  as  freely  as  they  like  on  every  day  '  carried  out,  or  said  to  be  carried  out,  in 
of  the  week ;  but  a  line  is  to  be  drawn  I  Cardiff  1     Simply  because  there  are   an 
at  Wales,  and  we  are  to  enhance  our  own  '  immense  number  of  clubs  there,  so  that 
sense  of  morality  and  respectability  ^nd    everybodv  whp  desires  a  glass  of  beyr  or 

Mr,  Maclean, 


85 


Sundaif  Chmn{f 


{U  March  1900}        {Monmoufhhirf)  Bill       Hfig 


spirits  on  Sunday  can  get  it  in  a  perfectly 
natural  and  legitimate  manner  It  does 
not  require  a  shebeen  or  any  illegitimate 
means  to  evade  the  Act.  So  far  as  Cardiff 
is  concerned,  the  Sunday  Closing  Act  is  a 
perfect  delusion  ;  it  does  not  reallv  exist. 
The  Act  has  no  force  in  Cardiff,  because 
everybody  who  wants  to  drink  knows 
where  he  can  go  to  get  anything  he 
desires.  But  my  main  objection  to  this 
Bill  consists  in  the  fact  that  it  is  piecemeal 
legislation.  The  whole  question  of 
licensing  legislation  ought  to  be  under- 
taken as  one  subject.  A  measure  ought 
to  be  introduced  by  the  Government  of 
the  day  after  careful  consideration  of  the 
various  Reports  that  have  been  presented 
by  the  recent  Royal  Commission.  I  con- 
tend that  it  is  absolutely  absurd  that  a 
small  body  of  Members  in  this  House 
should  put  forward  one  particular  recom- 
mendation of  the  Commission,  and  say 
that  it  should  be  adopted  in  preference  to 
all  the  other  recommendations.  I  throw 
the  responsibility  on  the  Government  of 
dealing  with  that  Commission,  and  I  pro- 
test against  the  notion  that  Wales  is  to 
he  made  the  scapegoat  in  a  matter  of 
this  kind,  while  England  goes  altogether 
scathless.  I  shall  certainly  oppose  the 
Second  Reading  of  this  Bill,  because  I  con- 
sider it  is  a  perfectly  unauthorised  and 
unwarrantable  attempt  to  interfere  with 
the  settled  habits  and  enjoyment  of  the 
population. 

Mr.    THOMAS      SHAW      (Hawick 
Burghs) :   Of  all  the  observations  which 
have  been  made  in  the  course  of  this  de- 
bate, the  last  remark  of  the  hon.  Member 
who  has  just  spoken   strikes  me,   as  a 
Scotchman  having  some  experience  of  the 
subject  imder  discussion,  as  the  most  ex- 1 
traordinary.     It  is  said  that   Wales  or 
Monmouthshire  is  to  be  made  the  scape-  \ 
goat  for  dangerous  experiments.     I  come 
from    a    country    where   we    have   had 
Sunday  closing  for  forty-seven  years,  but 
we  have  not  felt  that  our  national  inde-  ^ 
pendence  has  been  in  the  slightest  degree 
impinged  upon  or  that  in  tne  matter  of  i 
the  liquor    traffic    our  nation   has  been  | 
made  a  pack  of  scapegoats.     I  entirely  . 
agree  that  we  must  be  taught  and  guided  { 
by  experience,  and  unless  we  are  to  adopt  | 
the  absolutely  hopeless  attitude  of  saying 
that  if  in  liquor  reform  we  cannot  do 
everything  at  once  we  will  do  nothing  at  i 
all,  we  must  take  the  experience  of  one 


locality  or  one  country  to  help  and  guide 
us  with  regard  to  the  application  or  ex- 
tension of  the  experiment  elsewhere. 
The  last  speaker  has  said  some  things 
not  very  complimentary  about  the  Royal 
Commission.  I  lament  that  the  Royal 
Commission  on  this  thorny  topic  did  not 
find  its  way  to  agree  on  many  of  the 
points  that  were  put  before  it ;  but  surely 
it  is  the  duty  of  this  House,  however 
small  the  agreement  of  that  Royal  Com- 
mission may  have  been,  if  there  are  one 
or  two  or  three  points  on  which  the 
majority  and  the  mmority  are  absolutely 
unanimous  in  recommeridi ng  a  certain 
course,  to  welcome  and  follow  the  leading 
which  is  given.  The  hon.  Member  for 
Cardiff  has  made  one  or  two  observations 
bewailing  the  inaction  of  the  Govern- 
ment. Whether  he  did  so  in  sincerity  or 
in  sarcasm  the  House  can  best  judge.  I 
had  better  confess  at  once  that  if  on  this 
topic  of  licensing  reform  we  are  to  wait 
for  the  action  of  Her  Majesty's  Grovern- 
ment,  and  if  the  policy  of  Her  Majesty's 
Government  is  to  do  nothing  until  it  can 
do  everjrthing,  then  indeed  we  may  wait 
until  the  crack  of  doonu  It  is  time  that 
somebody  should  show  what  has  been  the 
experience  outside  England  and  Wales  on 
this  very  important  social  topic.  Since 
the  year  1853  we  have  had  the  experience 
of  Sunday  closing,  not  in  one  district,  not 
only  in  country  districts  or  only  in  towns, 
but  in  the  whole  of  Scotland,  and  we  have 
now  also  the  unanimous  verdict  of  the 
Royal  Commission  on  this  subject.  Any- 
one anxious  for  licensing  reform  can  by 
plodding  through  the  Commission's 
Report  find  not  a  few  matters  upon 
which  we  are  al)le  to  say  the  majority 
and  the  minority  agree,  t  would  venture 
to  put  forward  this  broad  proposition  : 
There  is  no  man  uf  sense  and  experience 
in  this  House  or  out  of  it  who  has  any 
responsibility  for  his  utterances  v/ho 
would  for  one  moment  propose  the  repeal 
of  the  Sunday  Closing  Act  of  Scotland. 
Lord  Peel's  Report  gives,  only  in  other 
words  to  the  same  effect,  the  verdict  of 
the  Report  of  the  majority.     It  says — 

**The  practical  unanimtty  of  Scottish 
opinion  renders  it  impossible  to  question  the 
success,  and  unnecessary  to  discuss  the  policy, 
of  Sunday  closing.  No  single  class  has  asked 
for  a  repeal  of  the  Forbes-Mackenzie  Act,  and 
it  is  universally  considered  that  it  should  lie 
maintained." 

And  yet  I  suppose  we  are  the  scapegoats  I 
I  wQuld  specially  commend   these   next 
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sentences  to  those  who  care  so  much  and 
speak  80  strongly  for  the  interests  of  the 
trade — 

*'  There  is  no  person  of  experience  and  know- 
ledge of  Scotland  who  would  think  of  going 
back.     There  has  been  no  agitation  among  the 
members  of  the  trade  to  repeal  the  Act.  The 
re-opening   of    public-houses    would   not    l)e 
listened  to  for  a  moment.      There  is  no  ten- 
dency in  Glasgow  to  go  back,  but  the  very 
reverse.      Not  half  a  dozen  publicans  in  Edin- 
burgh would  assist  or  encourage  an  agitation 
for  the  repeal  of  the  Act ;  nor  is  there  a  con- 
stituency in  Scotland  which  would  return  a 
member  who  announced  himself  as  in  favour 
of  such  a  repeal.     The  success  of  the  Act  is  so  ' 
generally  recognised  that  the  Free  Church  has  I 
ceased  to  record  it  in  their  reports.     Publicans  I 
would  object  to  its  repeal  more  strongly  than  ! 
any  other  body." 

There  are  three  classes  of  opinion  in 
Scotland  on  this  subject.  The  first  class 
of  opinion  I  may  call  the  representative, 
and  I  will  take  one  sentence  from  the 
evidence  of  one  witness — one  of  the  most 
able,  high-minded,  and  sincerely  good 
public  servants  who  have  ever  lived  in 
Scotland,  the  Loi'd  Provost  of  Glasgow. 
His  evidence  before  the  Commission  was 
in  the  following  terms — 

"(Q.)  Is  there  any  tendency  in  Glasgow  to 
go  back  on  Sunday  closing? — {A,)  No,  the 
very  reverse. 

*'  {Q.)  Do  you  think  that  an  extension  of  the 
opening  of  public-houses  for  a  couple  of  hours  | 
in  the  day  for  the  accommodation  of  honnjide 
cyclists  and  others  would  meet  with  approba-  ' 
tion  ? — [A.)  It  would  not ;  it  would  meet  with  j 
very  great  disapproval." 

That  is  the  opinion,  in  a  word,  of  the 

public  in  general  in  Scotland.     I  will  now 

take  the  opinion,  not  of  the  magistrates, 

not    of    the     representatives    of    public 

opinion,  but  of  those  in  charge  of  public 

order,  becaus3  that  appears  to  me  to  go 

to  the  root  of  the  distinction  which  the 

hon.  Member  was  good  enough  to  draw. 

It  may,  or  may  not,  l)e  called  local  option, 

but   the   cjuestion  is  whether  those  who 

live  in  a  district  and  suffer  by  the  crime 

and  disorder  within   the  district  should 

not  have  the  governing  of  that  district  in 

regard  to  this  matter.     I  therefore  take 

the  Chief  Constalde  of  Aberdeen  as  a  fair 

exponent  of  this  class  of  opinion.    He  has 

been  chief  constable   for  seventeen   and 

a  half  years,  and   he  was  asked  this  (pies- 

tion — 

**  Have  you  during  your  experience  ever 
heard  any  desire  expressed  by  any  consider- 
able section  of  the  public  to  repeal  Sunday 
closing  ? " 

Mr,  TJiomas  Shati\ 


What  is  his  answer  ? 

"  Never.  I  tliink  the  publicans  themselves 
would  object  to  it  more  strongly  than  any 
other  body." 

I  will  now  take  the  opinion  of  the 
publicans  as  given  through  the  secretary 
of  the  Licensed  Victuallers'  Association,  or 
a  body  of  that  kind,  Mr.  Purvis.  This  is 
his  evidence  on  this  question  : 

"{Q.)  May  I  ask,  on  behalf  of  the  associa- 
tion you  are  connected  with,  have  you  ever 
heard  of  any  agitation  among  the  members  of 
the  trade  to  repeal  the  Sunday  ( 'losing  Act  ?  * 

Remember,  this  is  an  official,  entitled  to 
express  the  official  and  representative 
opinion  of  the  trade.     His  answer  is — 

*•  There  has  been  no  agitation.  {Q,)  From 
a  selfish  point  of  view,  from  the  point  of  view 
of  their  own  interests  and  a  desire  to  consult 
their  own  comfort,  they  do  not  wish  the 
present  system  altered? — {A.)  That  is  so. 
IQ.)  They  wish  to  have  their  places  closed  on 
Sundays? — (A.)  Yes.  You  might  get  some, 
but  very  few,  to  advocate  Sunday  opening." 

I  thought  it  right  to  interpose  in  this 
debate  simply  to  say  that  it  is  quite  a 
mistake  to  suppose  that  we  are  applying 
to  one  part  of  England  or  to  a  fringe  <»f 
Wales  a  principle  which  has  had  i»nly 
eighteen  years  experience  in  one  p:irt 
of  these  islands.  We  are  applying 
a  principle  which  has  held  sway  in  Scot- 
land with  universal  appro) >ation  for  forty- 
seven  years,  and  unless  experience  is  i<» 
go  for  nothing,  we  who  come  from  Scot- 
land, no  matter  on  which  side  of  the 
House  we  sit,  are  surely  entitled  to  go 
into  the  lobby  with  our  Welsh  friemis, 
and  to  say  that  by  our  experience  we 
can  aver  and  take  our  oath  that  they 
will  benefit  in  Monmouthshire  as  we 
have  benefited  in  Scotland  by  the  appli- 
cation of  this  principle.  It  is  altogether 
a  mistake  to  say  that  it  means  a  sacrifice 
on  the  part  of  the  trade.  It  means 
nothing  of  the  sort.  The  trade  it«elf, 
having  had  this  experience  in  Scotland, 
are  the  first  to  decline  to  go  l)ack.  Not 
only  have  we  a  negative  idea,  but  we  have 
positive  grounds  for  this  view,  which  arc 
most  illustrative.  Here  are  certain 
figures  as  to  the  number  of  people  drunk 
and  incapable.  This  is  on  the  assumption 
that  there  may  be  something  in  the  re- 
marks of  the  last  speaker  with  regard  to 
clubs.  I  do  not  see  much  in  the  argu- 
ment as  to  elubs.  It  would  rather  appear 
to  me  that  the  corollary  would  be  to  shut 


80  i 


Sf(nfJ(fif  Closiiiq 


the  clubs,  but  not  to  open  the  public- 
houses.  But,  clubs  taken  into  account, 
what  are  the  actual  statistics  given  by 
Mr.  Wyness,  chief  constable  for  Aber- 
deen ?  He  takes  the  whole  apprehensions 
in  Aberdeen  for  being  drunk  and  in- 
capable. The  average  for  a  series  of 
years  was  340  per  aniuim.  Will  the 
House  believe  it,  the  number  for  the  year 
being  340,  the  number^  on  Sundays  is 
two?  We  cannot  reckon  it  in  percent- 
ages. But  there  is  more  than  that. 
According  to  last  year's  Prison  Report, 
the  Prisons  Commissioners  went  over  the 
prisonsandascertained,withoutany  process 
of  selection,  the  days  of  the  week  on 
which  crimes  in  general  were  committed, 
«ind  out  of  the  245  instances  inquired 
into,  only  ten  were  on  Sundays.  I  think 
that  ends  the  matter.  It  is  not  a  mere 
matter  of  opinion  cherished  by  those  in 
favour  of  licensing  reform  ;  it  is  a  matter 
of  opinion  held  even  by  members  of  the 
trade,  the  public,  local  authorities,  and 
the  police.  The  entire  expressed  opinion 
of  Seotland  is  that  the  person  would  be 
fit  for  confinement  or  having  something 
done  to  him  who  would  urge  that  we 
should  go  back  upon  Sunday  closing. 
The  long  and  short  of  it  is,  that  if  this 
House  is  to  abdicate  its  functions  in  these 
matters  of  profiting  by  the  experience  of 
one  locality  and  applying  that  experience 
beneficially  elsewhere,  we  should  throw 
out  this  Bill.  If,  on  the  contrary,  we 
take  a  wiser  and  saner,  and  more  prudent 
course,  we  shall  with  great  unanimity 
pass  this  measure. 
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the  passing  of  the  Act  a  generation  has 
grown  up  and  formed  habits  under  its 
operation.  I  know  that  people  say  there 
is  a  difference  between  Scotland  and 
England  by  reason  of  the  fact  that  in 
Scotland  whisky  is  the  article  of  drink, 
while  in  England  it  is  generally  beer; 
that  you  can  keep  whisky  without  it 
deteriorating,  while  draught  beer  will 
deteriorate.  All  I  can  say  is  that  I  do 
not  think  the  price  of  drinking  bottled 
beer  on  Sundays  is  too  high  a  price  to  pay 
for  increased  sobriety  and  order.  The 
hon.  Member  for  the  Denbigh  Boroughs 
says  he  is  against  this  Bill  because  it  will 
lead  to  local  option,  and  he  contends  there 
is  no  stronger  argument  in  favour  of  it 
now  than  in  1881.  As  regards  local 
option  he  need  not  be  afraid,  for  we  in 
Scotland  have  had  an  Act  •  similar  to  this 
for  forty-seven  years,  but  we  have  not  yet 
got  local  option.  As  regards  the  other 
point,  the  very  fact  of  the  Act  passed  in 
1881  having  been  such  a  great  success  in 
the  rest  of  Wales  is  a  very  strong  argu- 
ment in  favour  of  it  being  applied  to 
Monmouthshire.  What  we  have  really 
to  do  is  to  decide  between  the  merits  of 
the  arguments  advanced  in  this  House 
to-day  against  the  Bill  and  the  merits  of 
the  Report  of  the  Royal  Commission, 
which,  although  agreeing  that  Sunday 
,  closing  for  the  whole  of  England  would 
be  in  advance  of  the  times,  agrees  that 


Welsh  Sunday  closing  should  be  extended 
Mr.  ORR-EWING  (Ayr  Burghs) :  As  to  Monmouthshire.  I  must  say  that  in 
a  Member  representing  a  Scottish  con-  my  opinion  the  whole  of  the  question  of 
stituency  on  this  side  of  the  House,  1 1  temperance  reform  and  legislation  dealing 
should  like  to  say  a  few  words  strongly  j  with  licensing  is  in  a  most  unfortunate 
in  favour  of  this  Bill.  It  is  perfectly  tnie  position.  It  is  a  most  unfortunate  fact  that, 
that  in  Scotland  we  have  had  Sujiday  '  speaking  generally,  what  is  called  "  the 
closing  for  the  last  forty-seven  years,  and  ,  Trade  "  look  upon  Members  0!i  this  side 
it  is  also  perfectly  true  that  when  that  of  the  House,  with  a  few  exceptions,  as 
Act  was  being  discussed  it  was  opposed  their  monopoly.  It  is  also  a  most  unfor- 
by  some  Members  on  the  same  grounds  as  ;  tunate  fact  that  the  temperance  societies, 
this  Bill  is  being  opposed  to-day,  namely,  who  are  in  favour  of  very  extreme  views, 
that  it  was  an  undue  interference  with  the  look  upon  hon.  Members  on  the  other  side 
liberty  of  the  subject.  What  has  been  of  the  House  as  their  monopoly.  It  is 
the  result  of  the  Act  1  It  has  been  a  very  mifortunate  that  these  societies  give 
most  complete  success,  and  the  opinion  of  out  that  what  they  warit  is  not  reform, 
Scotland  is  unanimous  in  its  favour,  but  abolition ;  and  it  is  also  very  unfor- 
During  the  time  which  has  elapsed  since    tunate    that    those    who    represent  the 
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defence  of   the   trade  send  out  circulars 
bringing  pressure  to  bear  on  hor .  Members 
to  vote  against  every  me^siu-e  of  reform, 
however  small  and  unimportant  it  may  be. 
Such   arguments  as  are  sometimes   put 
forward   tend  to   make   us   who   are   in 
favour  of  such  measures  support  more 
strongly  the  progress  of  those  Bills.     If 
the  reforms  which  were  suggested  some 
twenty-five    years    ago    had    not    been 
opposed  by  some  and  scouted  by  others, 
the  position  of  the  licensing  laws  and  the 
whole  of  the  temperance  question  would 
have  been   very  different  from  that  in 
which  they  now  are.     The  position  is  all 
the  more  unfortunate  because  I  believe 
there  are  a  considerable  majority  of  the 
Members  of  this  House  in  favour  of  re- 
forms which  would  confer  an  enormous 
benefit  on  the  whole  of   the  community. 
There  are  two  of  the  recommendations  of 
the   Royal   Commission   now  before   the 
House  in  the  shape  of  Bills ;  one  is  with 
reference   to  raising  the   age  to  sixteen 
years  of    those    to    whom    intoxicating 
liquors  can  be  sold,  and  the  other  is  that 
now    under    consideration.      Unless  the 
House  intends  altogether  to  stultify  the 


♦Major  JAMESON :  Then  perhaps  the 

hon.     Member    will     bring    in    a     Bill 

to   make   bottled   beer  as  cheap  to   the 

working  man  as  draught  beer.     A  great 

deal   of   this  talk  comes   from   want    of 

knowledge  of  the   trade.     I  recollect  that 

when   Sunday   closing  for  Scotland  was 

before  the  House  some  time  ago  the  late 

Under  Secretary  for  War  gave  a   reason 

why   Sunday  closing  was  so  very  fitted 

to  Scotland  pretty  much  the  same  as  that 

put  forward  by  the  hon.  Member  for  the 

Border  Burghs  to-day — namely,  that  the 

commodity   they  used   could   always   be 

kept  in  a  bottle  with  a  cork  in  it.     I  take 

exception  to  that,  because  I  do  not  }>e- 

lieve  the  Scotchman  ever  breathed  who 

could   keep    the    l)ottle    and    the    cork 

together  as  long  as  there  was  any  liquor 
in  the  bottle.  The  hon.  Member  for 
North  Monmouth  spoke  of  twenty-two  of 
the  twenty-four  members  of  the 
Licensing  Commission  being  in  favour 
of  this  measure.  He  evidently  has 
forgotten  or  has  not  read  some  very 
interesting  remarks  made  by  a  gentle- 
man well  known  for  his  probity  and 
honesty — the  late  Chairman  of  the  Board 
of  Inland  Revenue,  Sir  Algernon  West. 


,  ,  .   ,      r^         .    .  ,  .  ,  , ,    Speaking  of  the  Report  of  the  maioritv 

labours  of  that  Commission,  which  would  |  and  the  Report  of  the  minority,  he  says 


cause  the  greatest  disappointment  through- 
out the  country,  we  should  certainly  pass 
those  two  Bills  into  law. 


that  though  the  two  Reports  agree  in 
recommenaing  a  reduction  of  the  hours 
of  Sunday  opening,  thev  do  not  agree  that 
the  country  is  prepared  for  total  Sunday 
closing.  You  have  this  fact :  that 
although,  probably  as  a  compromise — a 
compromise  which  was  never  allowed  to 
be  carried  out — twenty-two  out  of  the 
twenty-four  members  may  have  made 
such  a  statement,  in  the  first  place  they 


♦Major  JAMESON  (Clare,  W.):  I 
have  listened  with  some  interest  to  the 
speeches  of  the  two  Members  who  have 
last  addressed  the  House,  and  if  any 
reply  could  have  knocked  into  a  cocked 

hat  the  arguments  of  the  hon.  Member  ■  ^^  "o  rebutting  evidence  before  them, 
for  the  Border  Burghs,  it  was  that  of  '  ^^^  ^^^Y  absolutely  report  against  their 
the  hon.  Member  for  the  Ayr  Burghs— for  i  o^»  decision.  The  ablest  man  who  sat 
this  reason  :  The  last  speaker  has  told  on  that  Commission  denies  that  any 
the  House  that  the  people  "of  England  .  such  agreement  as  has  l>een  referred  U) 
drink  beer,  while  the  people  of  Scotland  j  was  ever  come  to.  He  siiys  - 
drink  spirits,  and  he,  being  a  spirit-  *'  it  is  obvious  that  Lord  Peel*8  |>roiK>saL« 
drinker,  has  no  earthly  desire  to  consult !  would  have  been  defeated  by  seven  to  one." 

the  palate  of  the  lieer-drinker,  who,  as  far  !  People  talk  al>out  a  majority  of  twenty- 
as  he  is  concerned,  may  drink  flat  beer    two  out  of  twenty-four,  but  here  you  have 


which    has    been    drawn  for  forty-eight 
hours. 


Mr.    ORR-EWING: 

beer. 

Mr.  Orr-Emng, 


I    said    bottled 


as  an  absolute  fact  that  the  proposals 
which  were  practically  the  same  as  local 
option  had  seven  to  one  against  them. 
What  are  we  asked  to  do  to-day  ?  We 
are  asked  to  do  by  a  private  Member's 
Bill  something  the  Government  has  not 
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yet  decided.  Is  it  fair  to  pass  such  a 
Bill  ]  Would  anyone  credit  that  hon. 
(rentlemen  opposite,  who  certainly  more 
than  we  on  this  side  have  the  support  of 
the  trade,  would  go  out  of  their  way  to 
put  an  embargo  on  the  trade  which  has 
paid  all  their  war  taxes  1  In  this  instance 
I  should  like  the  Grovernment  to  support 
the  licensed  trade.  You  are  ciuiie  ready 
to  make  them  pay  the  piper  and  to 
take  their  money.  The  hon.  Member 
for  North  Monmouth  went  back  to  the 
time  of  Henry  VII.  I  should  like  to  go 
l)ack  a  little  further.  In  the  time  of  the 
Israelites  the  (juestion  of  Simday  closing 
was  in  vogue.  There  were  two  classes  of 
Israelites  who  were  to  a  certain  extent 
temperance  reformers — oiie  class  were 
totiu  al)stainer8,  and  were  called  Kecha- 
bites,  while  the  other  class  were  total 
abstainers  during  the  week,  and  grew 
their  hair  long  to  show  they  were  sober, 
but  who  on  high  days  and  holidays,  and 
more  particularly  on  the  Jewish  Sunday, 
gave  way  to  drink,  and  took  what  they 
wanted.  These  were  called  Nazarites.  I 
leave  it  to  hon.  Members  on  both  sides  to 
say  to  which  class  they  belong,  but  I  do 
not  see  on  the  back  of  this  Bill  the  name 
of  a  single  Member  of  the  Jewish  per- 
suasion. They  are  good  hard  and  fast 
men  of  business  ;  they  know  the  wants  of 
the  people.  One  of  the  names  I  do  see  is 
that  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  West  Monmouth,  who  is 
never  tired  of  playing  Darby  to  the  Joan 
of  the  temperance  societies  ;  but  though 
Darby  always  embraces  Joan,  Joan  does 
not  always  embrace  Darby,  as  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  is  aware.  I  hope  the 
House  will  not  allow  a  serious  Bill  of  this 
kind  to  pass  without  the  Government 
having  made  clear  to  us  what  they  intend 
to  do  on  the  subject.  Private  Members 
should  not  Ihj  permitted  to  pick  out  lines 
or  words,  and  add  and  paste  and  put  to- 
gether little  pieces  of  the  three  years 
work  of  the  Royal  Ccmuuission.     AVork- 

ing  men  of  this  country  do  not  want  your 
grandmotherly  legislation ;  they  are  per- 
fectly able  to  take  care  of  themselves. 
This  Bill  is  a  hollow  sham  and  farce,  and 
should  be  thrown  out  with  the  greatest 
possible  expedition. 


♦Mr.  MALCOLM  (Suffolk, Stowmarket) : 
I  should  be  very  im willing  to  give  a 
silent  vote  on  this  occasion.     I  am  cer- 


tainly a  "  conscientious  objector  "  to  the 
oppression    of  any*  trade  whatever,  and 
I  hold  myself  perfecdy  free,  whatever  I 
may  say  or  whichever  way  I  may   vote 
this  afternoon,  to  vote  as  I  choose  upon 
the  question  of  local  veto  or  any  other 
matter  of  that    sort    which   may   come 
before  the  House  in  the  future.     In  com- 
mon with  many  others  on  either  side  of 
the  House,  I  feel  myself  in  this  peculiar 
difficulty.     In  1896  we  approved  of  the 
appointment  of  a  Royal  Commission.  We 
thereby  implied  that  we   thought  there 
were  certain  gentlemen   in   this  country 
sufficiently     unprejudiced,      sympathetic 
and   wise   to  discuss  among  themselves 
what  should  be  done  on  this  all-important 
licensing     question.      These     gentlemen 
differed   to  a  very    considerable   extent 
on   many   subjects,  but  on  one  or  two 
matters  they    happened  to    tgree.     Are 
we,  having  delegated  this  important  duty 
to  that  Commission,  to  nullify  and  make 
of  no  effect  one  of  the  few  recommenda- 
tions upon   which  they  agreed  1    I  am 
no  enemy  of  the  brewers  ;  I  do  not  sup- 
pose I  should  ever  support  a  Local  Veto 
Bill ;  but  this  afternoon  I  am  animated  the 
further  by  the  strength  of  local  opinion. 
The  views  of  the  locality  are   strength- 
ened   by    the    findings    of     the     Com- 
mission.    They  say  that  temperance  will 
be   promoted   by   the    extension   of   the 
present   Sunday    closing   to   Monmouth- 
shire.    That  is  the  best  local  opinion  ;  it 
is  Imcked  up  by  the  recommendation  of 
the  lioyal  Commission,  and  I  certainly  do 
not   feel   myself    strong    enough    to  go 
against  it.     A  great  responsibility  rests 
upon  the  House  of  Commons.     We  have 
to   choose    l>etween   seeing    the   present 
law    nullified    by    these    fortuitous  and 
geographical  circumstances  which  happen 
to  exist,  and   having  the    spirit    of  the 
law  and  the  spirit  of  the  recommendation 
of  the  Royal  Commission  entirely  carried 
out  by  this  simple  Act  of  extension.     I 
feel  that  we  ought  either  to  accept  with 
the  greatest  respect  the  recommendation 
of  this  Commission,  which  we  ourselves 
appointed,  or   else  altogether   to  abolish 
such  useless  and  expensive  institutions. 
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]\Iii.  WHITTAKEIi :  In  regard  to  this 
measure  I  desire  to  point  out  that  the 
Koyal  Commission  on  Licensing  were 
almost  unanimous  in  recommending  a 
Sunday  Closing  Bill  for  Monmouthshire, 
although  they  were  not  agreed  that  the 
country  was  ready  for  total  Sunday 
closing  generally.  The  Eoyal  Commis- 
sion by  twenty-two  votes  out  of  twenty- 
four  agreed  that  Sunday  closing  for  Mon- 
mouthshire was  desirable.  The  hon. 
Member  who  moved  that  this  Bill  be  read 
this  day  six  months  objects  to  it  because 
he  sees  in  it  some  development  of  the  idea 
of  local  option.  He  seems,  however,  to 
have  overlooked  the  fact  that  the  Con- 
servative party  proposed  to  give  to  county 
councils  in  1888  the  power  to  decide  this 
question.  Therefore  his  own  party  is 
committed  to  county  local  option  -  upon 
this  subject.  The  hon.  Member  was  in 
error  in  saying  that  no  Bill  of  this  kind 
had  ever  heen  introduced  in  this  House. 
I  would  remind  him  that  Sunday  Closing 
Bills  have  been  before  this  House  not 
only  for  Wales  but  for  Monmouthshire, 
Yorkshire,  the  Isle  of  Wight,  Cornwall, 
and  Durham.  In  regard  to  those  Sunday 
closing  measures  which  have  been  passed, 
every  prediction  made  by  the  opponents 
of  Sunday  closing  has  been  falsified  by  the 
facts.  We  have  now  Sunday  closing  in 
Scotland,  Ireland,  and  Wales,  and  since 
those  Acts  have  }>een  in  force  no  hon. 
Member  representing  any  one  of  those 
countries  has  ever  dared  to  move  that 
one  of  those  Acts  be  repealed.  We  have 
never  had  a  motion  from  a  single  Member 
representing  one  of  those  counties  to 
make  one  of  those  Acts  less  stringent. 
In  fact  all  the  motions  which  have  been 
made  have  been  to  extend  the  operation 
of  those  Acts  and  make  them  more  strin- 
gent. The  hon.  Member  for  Cardift',  who 
does  not  like  the  Welsh  Sunday  Closing 
Act,  made  a  strong  point  before  his  con- 
stituency, and  he  persuaded  himself  that 
the  people  were  against  it.  He  has 
never,  however,  moved  that  the  Welsh 
Sunday  Closing  Act  be  repealed,  and 
when  he  was  twitted  with  this  in  his  own 
constituency  what  did  he  do  ?  He  told 
them  that  nothing  could  be  done  unless 
some  public  body  passed  a  resolution  to 
strengthen  his  hands,  and  he  invited  the 
Corporation  of  Cardiff  to  do  this,  but 
from  that  day  to  this  the  Cardiflf  Cor- 
poration has  declined  to  respond  to  his 


appeal.  At  the  municipal  election  which 
followed,  the  number  of  members  of  the 
Cardiff  Corporation  retiu-ned  in  favour  of 
Sunday  closing  was  increased.  We  have 
had  a  number  of  Commissions  appointed 
to  inquire  into  the  allegations  as  to  the 
working  of  the  Sundlay  Closing  Acts  in 
every  country  in  which  they  have  l)een 
enforced,  and  they  have  all  reported  that 
the  allegations  as  to  the  failure  of  those 
Acts  were  unfounded,  that  they  were  a 
success,  and  that  they  were  supported  by 
a  majority  of  the  people  to  whom  they 
applied.  The  last  Commission  reported 
unanimously  in  favour  of  those  Acts. 
Upon  that  Commission  there  were  eight 
members  representing  the  liquor  trade, 
and  not  one  of  them  recommended  that  a 
single  one  of  the  Sunday  Closing  Acts 
should  be  repealed.  I  do  not  think  a 
stronger  proof  that  the  trade  admits 
these  Acts  are  a  success  could  be  brought 
forward.  The  hon.  Member  who  has 
moved  the  rejection  of  this  Bill  suggested 
that  Glamorganshire  is  more  drunken 
because  of  the  Sunday  Closing  Act.  If 
that  is  so  why  does  he  not  come  down  to 
this  House  and  move  the  repeal  of  the 
Act  ]  Why  does  not  the  County  Council 
of  Glamorganshire  and  the  Town  Council 
of  Cardiflf  come  forward  and  ask  for  the 
repeal  of  that  Act  1  The  Commission 
reported  in  1889  that  the  Act  was  a 
great  success.  In  that  year  eleven  out  of 
twelve  county  councils  in  Wales  passed  re- 
solutions in  favour  of  the  continuation  of 
the  Act ;  seven  town  councils,  including 
Cardiff,  also  supported  the  measure,  and 
fifteen  school  boards,  twelve  local 
boards,  and  five  boards  of  guardians 
petitioned  in  favour  of  the  measure, 
and  not  a  single  local  authority  in 
Wales  sent  a  memorial  objecting  to  it. 
There  were  only  three  petitions  against 
it,  and  two  of  them  were  from  Cardiff 
publicans.  We  are  told  that  Sunday 
closing  has  created  shebeens  in  Cardiff, 
and  caused  the  formation  of  a  lar^ 
number  of  clubs,  and  that  the  people  wno 
otherwise  would  have  been  drinking  in 
the  public-houses  have  been  driven  into 
the  shebeens  and  clubs,  and  that  there 
is  in  consequence  a  great  deal  of  illegal 
drinking  going  on.  I  think  it  is  inte- 
resting that  we  should  ascertain  who  goes 
to  the  shebeens  and  who  run  them,  and 
upon  this  point  we  have  had  the  evidence 
of  the  Chief  Constable  of  Cardiff,  in 
which  he  gives  us  a  list  of  the  people  who 
kept  the  shebeens  and  frequented  them, 
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aud  here  is  the  list.  In  the  year  1896  :  know  the  class  of  people  who  visit  it.  I 
106  persons  were  convicted  for  keeping  may  point  out  that  out  of  the  106  convic- 
shebeens  in  Cardiff.  Of  those  106  persons  tions  I  have  alluded  to  ninety-eight  were 
twenty-one  were  convicted  thieves,  seven-  in  the  docks  district,  and  there  were 
teen  had  been  convicted  for  assaults,  scarcely  any  in  the  other  part  of  the  town, 
thirteen  were  convicted  brothel-keepers,  It  is  clear  from  this  that  it  was  not  the 
twenty-four  were  prostitutes,  *»  twelve  i  working  men  of  Cardiff  who  frequented 
were  convicted  beersellers,  and  only  nine-  these  shebeens,  but  it  was  the  scum  of  the 
teen  were  persons  who  had  not  been  place  who  fattened  on  the  sailors  they 
previously  proceeded  against.  What  could  lay  hold  of.  Therefore,  there  was 
were  the  characters  of  those  found  f re-  no  demand  on  behalf  of  the  working  men 
quenting  the  shebeens  1  Although  there  of  Cardiff  for  liquor  in  these  shebeens, 
were  106  convictions  there  were  only  150  My  hon.  friend  the  Member  for  West  Den- 
found  frequenting  them.  Of  this  150  |  bighshire  stated  that  in  towns  in  England 
thirty-six  were  convicted  thieves,  seven  .  there  were  more  clubs  in  proportion  to 


had  been  convicted  of  assaults,  five 
were  brothel-keepers,  twenty-eight  prosti- 
tutes, five  were  convicted  beersellers, 
and  sixty-nine  were  persons  who  had  not 


the  population  than  in  Cardiff  and  when 
he  made  that  statement  another  hon. 
Member  interrupted  with  the  query — 
"  What  is  the  number  of  members  ?  "     I 


been  previously  proceeded  against.  So  |  went  out  to  cet  those  numbers.  My  hon. 
that  out  of  a  total  of  256  persons  con- 1  friend  quoted  Cardiff,  Bradford,  and  Old- 
victed  for  keeping  these  shebeens  and  ham.  Now  the  number  of  members  in 
frequenting  them,  two-thirds  of  that  the  clubs  in  Cardiff  is  15,000,  in  Oldham 
number  had  already  figured  in  the  police  17,000,  and  in  Bradford  24,000.  I  deny 
court.  Do  I  understand  the  hon.  Mem- 1  the  hon.  Member's  contention  that  clubs 
ber  for  Cardiff  to  say  that  those  are  the  !  are  the  outcome  of  the  Sunday  Closing 
class  of  persons  who  would  have  been  Act.  During  the  last  fifteen  years  clubs 
found  in  the  public-houses  on  Sundays  have  spread  all  o>er  the  country  with 
had  they  l>een  open  1  i  great   rapidity,  but    to    represent    them 

!  as   being  the  result  of  Sunday   closing 

I  is     totally     wrong.      We      have     been 

Mr.    MACLEAN :    Surely    the   hon.  I  told    that    Cardiff   is    "  honeycombed " 

Member  does  not  class  those  people  as    with  clubs,  bun  I  find  that  in  1 897  there 

frequenters  of  legitimate  public-houses  1      were  only  thiity  clubs* in  Cardiff,  and  I 

do  not  think  you  can  honeycomb  a  large 
\f        it'TTTmm  4  TTT^T       T  1.        town  with  thirty  clubs.     Bolton  has  34 

Mr.  WHITTAKEK:  I  am  dealmg  ehibs,  Halifax  47,  Huddersfield  59,  Oldham 
with  shebeens  at  present.  The  argument  69,  Rochdale  27,  Burnley  30,  Bradford 
is  that  the  people  are  drinking  there  in  j  81,  Leeds  69,  and  Stockport  34.  There- 
consequence  of  the  public-houses  being  I  ^^re,  the  number  of  clubs  in  Cardiff  is  not 
closed ;  but  are  we  to  keep  public-houses  '  particularly  larce  as  compared  with  other 

open  for  such  neonle  as  brothel-keeners  large  towns  m  this  country,  and  the  growth 
open  tor  sucft  people  as  hrotnel-keepers,    ^^^  ^j^,^^   .^  ^^^^  ^^.       ^^    ^^^    Sunday 

prostitutes,  and  convicted  thieves  1  Are  Closing  Acts.  London— where  the  hours 
these  the  sort  of  people  that  public-houses  for  the  sale  of  drink  are  longer  than  any- 
are  to  cater  for  ?  Mr.  H.  L.  Stephen,  a  where  else  in  the  country — has  more 
barrister,  and  the  son  of  the  late  Sir  ^lubs  than  the  whole  of  Ireland,  Scotland, 
James  Stephen,  accompanied  by  the  repre-  -'^^^^    ^^^ales   put    together,   and    this    is 

sentative  of  a  Conservative  paper  in  JL^^'^^^  V""^  '^f  ^1  \^  ^""r^^'i  '^T'!!^' 
r*     i-ip         ^  .1  1    i"   1  ^^ y  Ihe    number    of    clul>8   m  Liij^land  has 

Cardiff  went  the  roijud  of  these  shebeens    ^j^^^^,^^  -^  ^,^  ^^^^^  ^^ ^  ^^^^  .^  ^^^  ^^j,^g 

in  Cardiff  to  visit  them,  and  this  news-  to  Sunday  closnig.  If  Sunday  closing  is 
paper  was  one  which  had  been  prominent  I  producing  more  clubs,  how  is  it  that 
in  opposing  Sunday  closing  for  Wales.  Mr.  '  there  are  three  Welsh  counties  where 
Stephen  afterwards  wrote  an  article  in  '  there  are  no  clubs    three  counties  with 

the  ForinigMy  He^c,  giving  the  result    ^^  ^Sf'  'ZVl'V^Z^'^tL^f^^^^ 


of  his  visits,  and  he  said  he  was  unable  to 


%vith  five  clubs  1    Besides  these  figures 
there  are  ten  counties  in  Wales  with  only 


find  a  single   shebeen  which  was  not  a  I  twenty-four  clubs,   and  ten   out  of  the 
brothel.      Cardiff  is  a  seaport,  and  you  '  twenty-four  are  not  open  on  Sundays  at 


•  • 
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all.  Therefore,  to  sav  that  these 
clubs  are  for  Sunday  drinking  is  a 
fallacy  entirely.  Then  again,  eleven  out  of 
the  twenty-four  clubs  have  a  subscription 
of  £1  a  year  or  upwards,  and  you  cannot 
call  such  a  club  a  working  man's  club  for 
Sunday  drinking.  These  figures  prove, 
as  all  close  examinations  of  the  question 
have  proved,  that  the  allegations  in 
favour  of  Sunday  closing  will  not  bear 
examination  and  are  unfounded.  There 
is  one  other  reason  why  we  should  give 
Sunday  closing.  We  ought  to  do  a  good 
deal  for  the  regulation  of  the  trade  for  the 
benefit  of  those  engaged  in  it,  to  promote 
their  well-being  and  their  health.  The 
publicans'  trade  is  the  deadliest  known  in 
this  country,  and  there  is  no  other  trade 
in  which  the  death  rate  is  so  high.  The 
death  rate  of  the  potters  of  Staffordshire, 
and  the  workers  amongst  chemical  pro- 
cesses is  even  lower  than  those  employed 
in  the  publicans'  trade.  They  are  the 
most  drunken  class  among  the  com- 
munity, and  the  death  rate  amongst  them 
is  ten  times  greater  in  London  than 
among  the  ordinary  community,  and  in 
the  industrial  districts  of  the  country  it 
is  seven  times  greater.  Can  we  do 
nothing  to  lessen  the  pressure  upon  that 
trade  and  give  them  a  clear  Sunday  1  The 
objection  has  been  raised  that  this  is  a 
piecemeal  measure.  In  this  respect  I  do 
feel  it  a  difficulty,  for  we  are  grumbled  at 
when  we  ask  too  much,  and  we 
are  also  grumbled  at  if  we  ask  for 
too  little.  This  measure  is  largely 
one  of  administration  to  facilitate 
(lealing  with  a  very  difficult  border 
line,  which  has  been  recommended  by  all 
the  other  sections  concerned,  and  I  hope 
that  the  Government  will  give  their  sup- 
port to  this  measure.  My  hopes  of  tem- 
jjerance  legislation  from  the  present 
(xovemment  are  not  very  great,  but  I 
liope  they  will  give  us  something,  and  if 
they  will  not  give  us  this  measure  recom- 
mended by  the  Royal  Commission  I  am 
afraid  they  will  not  give  us  anything  at 
all,  although  I  am  very  unwilling  to  be- 
lieve that.  I  hope  a  large  majority  of 
this  House  will  support  the  Second  Head- 
ing of  this  measure. 


*Mr.  TRITTON  (Lambeth,  Norwood)  : 

I  find  myself  this  afternoon  in  a  somewhat 

novel  position,  for  in  regard  to  this  Bill  I 

am  myself  in  complete  accord  and  con- 

Mr.  JFliUtaker. 


cord  with  some  of  the  leading  represen- 
tatives of  the  trade  who  were  placed  on  the 
Royal  Commission.  They  say  that  they 
do  not  approve  of  Sunday  closing  at  the 
present  time  for  the  whole  of  the  country, 
but  that  they  are  in  favour  of  Monmouth- 
shire being  included  in  the  Welsh  Siuiday 
Closing  Act.  Therefore,  I  find  that  I 
have  no  difficulty  whatever  to  waive  any 
little  feeling  I  might  have  against  total 
Sunday  closing  for  England  when  I  can 
quote  such  nam  33  as  those  of  Mr.  Buxton 

and  other  distinguished  members  of  the 
Royal    Commission    in    favour    of     this 
experiment.       Finding    myself    in    that 
position,    perhaps   T  may  be   allowed   to 
trespass  upon  the  indulgence  of  the  House 
this  afternoon  in  order  to  give  one  or  two 
reasons  for  giving  my  cordial  support  to 
the  Bill  before  the  House.    I  wish  to  back 
up   the  .opinions   expressed  by  the  two 
younger  Members  of  our  party  who  have 
spoken  in  favour  of   this  Bill  this  after- 
noon.    I  am  glad  that  they  have  realised, 
as  many  other  hon.  Members  are  realising, 
what  the  trend  of  public  opinion  really  is, 
and  what  a  terrible  state  of  things  exists 
in  the  country.     I  hope  other  hon.  Mem- 
bers on  this  side  will  not  be  ashamed  to 
stand  up    alongside   those  two  younger 
Members  and  give  their  voice  and  vote  in 
favour  of  any  proposals  which  will  remedy 
the  evil.     I  want  to  sav  a  few  words  as 
an  ardent  admirer  of  the  Report  of  the 
Royal  Commission.     Naturally,  I  attach 
much  more  importance  to  the  Majority 
Report    than    to    the   Minority  Report^ 
because  the  latter  is   signed  by  earnest 
and    enthusiastic    gentlemen,    who,    like 
myself,  are  gentlemen  whose  views  iu^ 
known,    and    hon.   Members   know  what 
we  are  likelv  to  say ;  but  when   I  saw 
what  the  leading  trade  representatives  - 
and  they  were  picked  men  who  were  known 
to  be  capable  of  fighting  a  good  battle  for 
the  tnule— said,  my  heart  leaped  with  joy 
when  I  reatl  the  introductory  paragraph 
to  that  Report.    I  was  speaking  to  an  hon. 
Member  the  other  day  who  said  he  never 
took  any  interest  in  temperance  questions, 
as  a  rule,  and  was  not  in  favour  of  Sun- 
day closing;  but  he  said  he   had   been 
reading  the  Report  of  the  Royal  Commis- 
sion, and  he  had  now  altered  his  opimon. 
I    therefore    hope  other   hon.    Members 
will  take  the  trouble  to  read  that  Report, 
and  especially  the  introductory  paragraph. 
In  that  paragraph  they  describe  drunken- 
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11688  as  a  "gigantic  evil "  and  "  a  national  I  this  Bill.  Lastly,  I  venture  to  support  the 
degradation,  and  I  never  said  anything  Second  Reading  of  this  Bill  as  one  who  is 
so  strong  as  that  upon  a  temperance  plat- 1  strongly  in  favour  of  all  just,  fair,  and 
form.  I  think  those  words,  coming  from  equitable  temperance  reforms.  I  have 
such  a  quarter,  fully  justify  the  existence  '  never  been  in  favour  of  extreme  measures, 
of  every  temperance  society  in  our  land,  and  when  in  1 893  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
and  justify  every  temperance  speech  i  man  the  Member  for  West  Monmouthshire 
delivered  on  every  temperance  platform,  brought  in  his  Local  Veto  Bill*  I  addressed 
I  also  think  they  justify  every  bit  of  work,  '  a  few  words  to  the  House  in  opposition  to 
be  it  great  or  small,  that  temperance  '  it.  I  may  say  also  that  I  nave  never 
workers  have  put  themselves  to  in  order  been  in  favour  of  the  prohibitive  proposals 
to  bring  about  a  better  state  of  things  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Cockermouth. 
and  redeem  our  national  character.  As  We  temperance  legislators  have  been  put 
an  admirer  of  the  Report  of  the  Royal  off  a  great  deal  within  the  last  three 
Commission,  I  want  to  support  the  Second  years,  and  we  have  been  told  from  our 
Reading.  I  also  want  to  support  it  as  a  front  bench  repeatedly  in  the  past  that 
loyal  and  sincere  Conservative.  There  Parliament  cannot  do  anything  until  the 
was  one  politician  who  in  his  time  did  Report  of  the  Royal  Commission  is 
more,  perhaps,  than  anyone  else  in  the  issued.  But  they  cannot  say  that  to-day, 
dark  days  of  the  Conservative  party  to  and  I  hope  that  Her  Majesty's  Gk)vern- 
restore  it  to  the  proud  position  which  it  ment,  at  any  rate,  will  not  make  this  a 
holds  in  this  land  of  ours  at  the  present  party  question.  Let  us  take  this  great 
moment — I  mean  the  late  Lord  Randolph  national  question,  which  oppresses  so 
Churchill.  In  the  first  address  he  issued  ,  heavily  this  land  of  ours,  out  of  the  range 
U)  the  electors  of  Woodstock  in  1874,  he  of  party  politics  altogether,  and  see  if  we 
said —  I  cannot  do  something  to  deal   with    it. 

There  are  many  sad  homes  in  England 

"The  principles  of  true  ConseriatUm  I  hold    t^av   upon   which   the   dark   cloud    of 

^h^rinjKw  Striur^'^lll!f3:S  !  ^^^rf^ .  -    -«tin.    very    heavily. 

constitution,  and  avoidmg  all  violent  and  un-    Thank  God,  m  some  of  them  there  is  a 

necessary  changes."  silver  lining,  for  although  you  may  find 

j  in  them  sorrow  and  suffering,  yet  they 
This  measure  is  not  a  violent  or  un- .  find  consolation  in  telline  you  how  gal- 
necessary  change,  but  it  is  a  gradual  lantly  their  lost  one  had  fallen  fighting  for 
reform  which,  if  carried,  will  be  a  great  Queen  and  country  on  some  South  African 
blessing  to  those  it  is  intended  to  benefit.  I  blood-stained  battlefield  ;  and  as  we  offer 
In   November,  1888,  spealdng  on  social    our  words  of  sympathy  to  them  we  can 

groblems  at  Paddington,  Lord  Randolph  |  say,   at    any  rate,    **  Your    loss  is    the 
hurchill  spoke  of  the  excessive  sale  of  i  country's  loss,  and  we  shall  neve^  forget 
liquor  as —  that  you  gave  your  husband  or  your  son 

.     ^.  in  the  country's  hour  of  trial."     But  there 

1*J^!.1}Tm.^«'!"J^^  more  than  one  half  the  are  other  homes  in  this  land  of  ours  in 
crime  of  this  country,  and  of  two-thirds  of  the       ,.  i  j   x:    i    *i.^  A^^^. 

povertyand  misery,  disease,  and  the  vice  which  ^^Jch    you   may   go   and  hnd  the  dark 

tarnishes  and   disgraces  our   English   civili-  cloud  of  sorrow  and  bereavement  resting 

■ation."  upon  them,  but  there  is  no  silver  lining. 

T^ey  have  taken  his  picture  down,  and 

He,  being  dead,  yet  speaketh,  and  I  hope  they   say  to  you,  "  Don't  ask   anything 

many  hon.  Members  will  be  found  on  this  about  him ;   it  would  be  kinder  not  to 

side  of  the  House  who  will  echo  those  mention  him.     He  fell  a  victim  to  drink." 

sentiments.     I  believe  in  promoting  not  They  would  rather  draw  a  veil  over  him. 

only  Imperial  security  but  also  national  There  is  no  galknt  record  of  a  life  laid 

welfare,  and  I  know  nothing  which  casts  down  in  his  country's  service,   but   only 

such  a  blot  upon  our  national  escutcheon  as  a      sad     record     of     disgrace,     misery, 

the  drink  question.    As  a  progressive  Con-  and    death.     I    have    been    behind   the 
servative  who  wishes  to  see  the  party  he 


belong  to  alter  their  views    upon    this  *  See  debate  on  motion  for  leave  to  introduce 

question,  and  as  one  who  regards    this  the  Liquor  Traffic  (Local  Control)  Bill,  27th 

problem  «s  one  of  the   most    important  ^^^ZV<  ^-^^V  v^nT^v^"±!!^.%in'^^ 

*^..           t        'ir          Ti_fi          i.  [Fourth  Series],  Vol.  IX.,  page  4/0) ;  um  witn- 

questions  of  social   reform,  I  shall  most  drawn  18th  September,  1893  (Vol.  xvu.,  page 
heaitily  support  the  Second  Reading  of 


1575). 


875 


{COMMONS}  {Mmtmouihshire)  Bill         8*(> 


scenes  upon  this  ([ucstion,  aiul  many  a 
siid  story  has  come  under  my  notice, 
therefore  I  speak  strongly  upon  a  sul>- 
ject  in  which  I  have  taken  a  deep  interest 
for  over  twenty  years.  Therefore,  I  am 
goinc  to  vote  for  the  Second  Reading  of 
this  Bill,  and  as  long  as  I  am  spared  to  be 
a  Member  of  this  House,  whatever  mes- 
sage I  may  get  from  outside  parties,  I 
Hhall  always  unhesitatingly  give  my  vote 
and  voice  in  favoiu*  of  any  good,  reason- 
able, just  and  equitable  Bills  legislating 
in  this  direction,  believing  as  I  do  that 
they  will  tend  to  the  welfare  of  our  land 
and  promote  the  prosperity  of  our  people. 


Mr.  CHARLES  MORLEY  (Brecknock- 
shire) said  he  had  no  wish  to  trespass  on 
the  patience  of  the  House,  but  as  a  Welsh 
Member,  and  as  one  who  took  a  deep 
interest  in  the  measure,  he  wished  very 
briefly  to  press  one  aspect  of  the  ques- 
tion on  the  consideration  of  hon.  Members. 
While  he  cordially  supported  the  Bill  on 
what  he  might  briefly  describe  as  general 
temperance  grounds,  he  desired  specially 
to  enlist  the  sympathy  of  the  House  on 
behalf  of  the  large  numbers  of  his  con- 
stituents who  at  the  present  time,  and, 
indeed,  for  many  years  past,  had  suffered 
great  injustice.  The  House  was,  of  course, 
familiar  with  the  Local  (xovernment  Act 
of  1888,  and  would  remember  that  by  one 
of  its  provisions  portions  of  Brecknock- 
shire were  transferred  for  certain  pur- 
poses to  Monmouth,  with  the  result  that 
while  from  1881  to  1888  the  whole  county 
had  enjoyed  Simday  closing,  from  1888 
to  the  present  day  portions  of  the  county 
were  deprived  of  those  benefits  to  which 
the  people  believed  they  were  morally  and 
legally  entitled.  At  the  present  time  in 
Beaufort,  an  industrial  centre,  the  public- 
houses,  which  used  to  bo  shut,  are  now 
open,  and  large  numl)ers  of  pei^sons  iiock 
into  the  town  on  Sundays  to  obtain  the 
drink  which  thev  cannot  obtain  in  their 
own  locality.  He  had  received  large 
numbere  of  petitions  in  favour  of  the 
Bill,  and  while  personally  in  favour  of  the 
principle  of  Sunday  closing,  though  it 
might  not  be  capable  of  universal  appli- 
cation, he  specially  desired  to  see  this 
Bill  pass,  as  it  would  be  of  great  benefit 
to  Monmouth  and  an  act  of  justice 
too  long  delayed  to  the  county  of 
Brecknock. 

Mr.  TrUtoit^ 


♦Captain  PHH^LPOTTS  (DevonsWre, 
Ton^uay) :  I  am  extremely  glad  to  be  able 
to  give  a  vote  on  this  measure,  not  only 
in  accordance  with  my  election  pledges 
but  also  with  my  convictions.  I  said 
that  I  never  would  vote  for  a  Bill  that 
would  tend  to  increase  dnmkenness,  and 
on  that  ground  I  shall  have  no  hesitation 
in  going  into  the  lobby  against  tlm  Bill. 
The  Bill  under  discussion  aims  directly  at 
the  liberty  and  free  will  of  the  working 
classes.  It  does  not  affect  the  richer 
classes,  but  it  says  to  the  working  man, 
"  You,  whom  we  lielieve  to  be  capable  of 
deciding  all  the  most  important  questions 
of  Imperial  and  domestic  policy,  are  not 
fit  to  decide  whether  you  will  drink  a 
glass  of  l)eer  or  not  on  a  Sunday."      I 

agree  with  the  remarks  made  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  the  Denbighshire  district  who 
moved  the  rejection   of    this    Bill.     He 
pointed  out  that  it  was  bound  to  inter- 
fere with  those  who  only  wished  to  gratify 
their  natural  appetites,  but  that  it  would 
not  prevent  those  that  were  inclined  to  do 
so  from  indulging   to  excess.     I  believe 
that  this  Bill  will  tend  to  promt^te  secret 
drinking,  which  is,  I  think,  in  the  opinion 
of   everybody    competent   to   form    any 
judgment,  the  worst   form   of    drinking 
that  can  occur.     We  hear  a  great  deal 
about  police  reports,  but  I  am  not  inclined 
to  attach  so  much  importance  to  police 
statistics  as  some  people  do,  because,  in 
the  first  place,   the  police  cairy  out  their 
duties   differently   in   different  localities. 
In  some  parts  of  the  country  a  man  is 
considered  drunk  and  is  arrested  or  sum- 
I  moned    when  he  is    only  "  slightly  dis- 
!  guised  in  liquor."     In  other  districts  the 
I  police  rec^uire  almost  that  a  man  shall  fall 
I  on  the  ground  and  stretch  out  his  arms 
!  to  feel  if  he  can  fall  any  lower  l>efore  he 
I  can  l>c  declared  to  bo  drunk.    I  have  st^en 
in  Scotland  a  whole  town  full  of  drunken 
people  on  a  Saturday. 


Mr.  HEDDERWICK  (Wick  Burghs): 
Will  the  hon.  (Gentleman  name  the  to^ii  I 


♦CAP!  AIN  PHILLPOTTS  :  Certainly  ;  it 
is  the  city  of  Perth. 

■  Mr.  HEDDERWICK  :  On  what  date  t 
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♦Captain  PHILLPOTTS  :  I  have  not 
got  the  date,  but  it  happened  to   be  a 


holiday  at  the  conclusion  of  some  Dundee 
excursion.  I  think  this  Bill  amounts  to 
a  very  strong  condemnation  of  the  Welsh 


song  called  "The  Vicar  of  Bray."  In 
that  song  there  is  a  certain  person  who 
changes  nis  opinions  pretty  freely  to  suit 
the  occasion,  and  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man opposite  seems  to  have  changed  his 
opinions  very  considerably.      When  my 


Sunday  Closing  Act.  It  is  argued  that ,  hon.  friend  the  Member  for  Denbighshire 
the  Welsh  Sunday  Closing  Acts  are  \  quoted  the  speech  of  the  right  hon. 
evaded  by  a  large  number  of  workmen  |  Gentleman  made  in  1872,  I  thought  I 
who  trip  across  the  border  in  order  to  I  never  heard  a  more  eloquent  pr  complete 
get  drunk,  and  return  in  that  condition  j  answer  to  the  Bill  that  we  are  now  in- 
to their  native  countv.  That  shows  that '  vited  to  read  a  second  time.  I  can  onlv 
a  very  large  number  of  the  working  ;  say  that  I  will  never  vote  for  any  Bill 
classes  in  the  adjoining  county  do  not  affecting  the  working  classes  primarily 
appreciate  the  boon  that  we  are  told  the  that  I  should  consider  unjust,  unfair,  or 
majority  of  the  inhabitants  of  Wales  ,  tyrannical  if  applied  to  myself.  1 
value  so  much.  A  few  days  ago  during,  i  am  far  too  much  of  a  Conservative 
the  delmte  on  the  Queen's  Speech,  the  for  that,  and  I  leave  that  sort  of 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Meml^er  for  thing  for  hon.  Members  opposite  who 
Bodmin  gave  this  House  some  very  are  prepared  to  treat  the  working  classes 
excellent  advice,  for  he  said,  "  Let  us  clear  of  this  country  as  if  they  were  not  fit  to 
our  minds  of  cant."  Now,  if  there  is  I  be  trusted.  In  conclusion,  I  would  only 
one  class  of  legislation  more  than  another  |  say  that,  to  my  mind,  there  is  only  one  way 
to  which  this  advice  is  applicable  it  is  '  to  promote  temperance  in  this  country, 
questions  dealing  with  temperance  reform,  |  and  that  is  by  promoting  habits  and  ideas 
liecause  I  hold  most  strongly  that  cant  |  of  self-respect.  As  this  Bill  is  a  coerci^•e 
enters  into  debates  on  temperance  ques-  measure,  and  as  I  am  opposed  to  coercion 
tions  more  than  -upon  any  other  j  in  any  form,  1  shall  oppose  the  Second 
subject.  Hon.  Members  opposite  who  \  Reading  of  this  Bill, 
have  spoken  in  support  of  tnis  Bill  con-  ! 
tend  that  it  is  in  the  interest  of  working 

men  ;  but  how  do  they  arrive  at  that  con-  '  *Admiral  FIELD  (Sussex,  Eastbourne) : 
elusion  ?  I  gather  from  listening  to  the  |  It  is  a  common  occurrence  for  naval  men 
speech  of  the  hon.   Member  who  intro-    ^^  ^^^^      ^^^j  j  ^^  ^^^^  ^.-^^^  ^^^ 

(luced  the  Bill  that  ccrtam  meetm^s  had  u-u<^u    i,  i      n     *.  \r      i 

1  u  II  •        t     r  4.U  \    d    reasons  which  the  hon.  and  Kallant  Member 

l>ecn  held  ni  support  of  the  meaisure,  but       ,     ,       .  ,  ,         .         i-      ,  . 

he  was  careful  to  explain,  when  his  ^^^^  ^^^  J^^^^  *^^  ^^^'^  ^»»  ^^«»  ^^^  ^'^ 
figures  were  challenged,  that  they  were  o^'"  ^'O^e.  I  will  not,  however,  pursue 
not  representative  public  meetings,  but ,  that  question  any  further.  Hon.  Members 
were  meetings  held  after  evening  service  ',  may  think  I  am  embarrassed  on  this 
in  certain  free  churches      I  should  like  to  i  question,   but  I  am   not  at  all.      I   am 

know   how  many  of  the  persons  voting  ji.4.4.iaj        i-      r^r 

. ,  *i  ^    J  u         1      I  opposed  to  total  Sunday  closmc  for  the 

on    those    occasions  were    adult   males,      \_  ,      ,  , .  /  ,  * 

because  those  are  the  people  for  whom  I  "^^^^^  ^^  ^^^^  country.  I  have  answered 
this  Bill  is  chieflv  intended.  There  is  in  common  with  every  other  hon.  Meml)er 
no  doubt  whatever  that  one  result  certain  questions  at  election  time,  and  I 
that  will  ensue  from  this  Bill  will  made  no  concealment  of  my  views, 
be  that  .those  persons  who  do  require  for  I  stated  that  I  was  in  favour  of 
liquor  either  moderately  or  immode-  further  restrictions  on  Sunday  drinking, 
rately  will  evade  the  law,  and  I  con- 1  and  yet  the  trade  supported  me.  In  this 
tend  that  is  bad  for  this  country  and  Imd  I  matter  I  only  know  of  one  argument  to 
for  the  cause  of  temperance  to  pass  legis- !  be  advanced  against  this  Bill,  and  I  admit 
lation  which  will  he  evaded  by  a  consider- 1  that,  logically,  it  is  a  rather  strong  argu- 
able portion  of  the  population.  The  right  ment.  It  is  that  this  is  a  proposal  for 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  AVest  legislation  by  detachment,  detaching  one 
Monmouthshire  said  he  had  learned  a  I  county  from  another.  As  a  rule  I  should 
great  deal  since  the  year  1872,  and  I  do  not  j  be  strongly  opposed  to  that  kind  of  legis- 
doubt  it  for  one  moment.  I  often  wonder  lation,  and  1  believo  th:t  on  f^rTier 
whether  the  right  hon.  Grentleman,  in  the  occasions  I  have  voted  against  measures 
course  of  his  studies,  has  evet  heard  the    of  this  kind,   but   under  very  different 
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conditions.  The  Grovemment  appointed 
a  Royal  Commission,  presided  over 
by  Lord  Peel,  and  1  have  been  very 
much  influenced  by  the  Report  of 
that  Commission.  If  hon.  Members  are 
not  to  be  influenced  by  Reports  of  Royal 
Commissions,  in  Heaven's  name,  why 
appoint  them  ?  We  have  a  Minority  Re- 
port and  a  Majority  Report  upon  the 
many  points  connected  with  that  Com- 
mission, but  wo  have  a  unanimous  Report 
in  favour  of  this  proposal  before  the 
House.  Am  I  to  set  my  judgment  against 
the  unanimous  Report  of  the  Royal  Com- 
mission, which  has  heard  all  kinds  of  e\'i- 
dence  and  witnesses,  and  which  has  been 
able  to  sift  the  question  from  top  to 
bottom  1  I  am  opposed  to  legislation  by 
detachment,  and  I  am  in  favour  of  allow- 
ing this  question  to  be  dealt  with  by 
local  authorities.  I  would  oppose  to- 
morrow with  all  my  power  the  idea  of 
Sunday  closing  irrespective  of  localities 
and  surrounding  circumstances.  It  would 
be  impossible  to  have  a  total  Sunday 
Closing  Bill  for  seaports  and  garrison 
towns  or  for  the  metropolis  of  this 
Empire.  It  is,  nevertheless,  quite  pos- 
sible to  legislate  and  grant  this  power  in 
districts  far  removed  from  military  or 
naval  surroundings,  where  the  people 
desire  to  have  Sunday  closing,  and  where 
they  can  cany  public  opinion  with  them. 
If  that  be  so,  then  let  the  local  authoritv 

'  ft 

representing  that  local  opinion  have  the 
power  to  deal  with  this  question.  Here  we 
have  this  Bill  not  only  supported  strongly 
by  the  Royal  Commission  in  the  Minority 
and  Majority  Report,  but  I  am  told  that 
it  is  strongly  supported  by  the  County 
Council  of  Monmouthshire  and  all  the 
local  authorities.  In  spite  of  my  former 
opposition  to  total  Sunday  closing,  and 
holding  as  I  do  these  views,  I  believe  that 
this  is  a  proper  tribunal  to  set  up.  I  feel 
very  strongly  that  further  restriction  on 
the  sale  of  liquor  is  necessary,  a  fact 
which  you  recognise  on  Sundays  by 
closing  public-houses  during  Divine 
service  in  the  morning,  and  to  be  logical 
you  ought  to  close  them  during  Divine 
service  in  the  evening.  I  have  had  forty 
years  experience  in  licensing  matters,  and 
have  initiated  a  good  many  reforms,  and 
I  would  initiate  this  in  every  county  in 
the  country  under  similar  circumstances. 
I  shall  warmly  support  the  Bill. 

♦Sir  WILLIAM  HARCOURT  :  I  have 
listened  with  niuch   8ati8ff\ctiop   to    the 


recent  naval  encounter,  and  I  congratulate 
my  hon.  and  gallant  friend  who  has  just 
sat  down  on  having  successfully  rammed 
the  rather  old-fashioned  craft  with  which 
he  has  had  to  deal.  This  Bill  stands,  I 
think,  in  a  favourable  position.  It  is  a 
measure  which  has  been  recommended  bv 
a  Majority  Report  and  }>v  a  Minority  Re- 
port, and  I  am  happy  to  say  that  in  the 
discussion  we  have  had  this  afternoon  we 
have  received  from  the  majority'  side  of 
this  House  as  strong  suppoit  as  we  have 
received  from  the  minority  side.  Those 
who  take  an  interest  in  the  question  of 
temperance  must  have  heard  with  satis- 
faction, and,  I  think,  ^rith  some  emotion, 
the  speech  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Norwood,  whose  devotion  to  that  cause 
we  have  long  known  in  this  House.  I 
confess  I  share  with  him  the  satisfaction 
at  the  speeches  of  two  of  the  younger 
Members  of  this  House  sitting  upon  the 
other  side — the  Member  for  Ayr  Burghs, 
aiid  my  hon.  friend  the  Member  for  Stow- 
market — and  I  am  glad  to  think  that  it  is 
among  the  youngec  Members  that  these 
principles  are  establishing  themselves.  I 
wish  also  to  make  it  clear  what  this  Bill 
is  and  what  it.  is  not.  This  Bill  is  not  a 
general  Sunday  Closing  Bill.  I  have 
never  myself  supported  a  general 
compulsory  Sunday  Closing  Bill.  It 
is  a  Bill  for  Sunday  closing  in  a  special 
part  of  the  country.  It  has  been  said 
that  we  ought  not  to  deal  with  special 
parts  of  the  country,  but  that  we  must 
wait  for  a  general  universal  measure.  I 
very  much  agree  with  my  hon.  friend  who 
said  it  was  very  difficult  to  please  those 
who  are  against  all  temperance  reform, 
l>ecause  at  one  time  they  say  you  are 
attempting  too  much  and  at  another  time 
they  say  you  are  attempting  too  little. 
This  is  one  of  the  occasions  on  which  the 
attempt  is  a  very  limited  one ;  but  ib  it 
contrary  to  any  principle  of  legislation 
that  you  sljould  deal  with  parts  of  the 
country  which  were  ripe  for  that  legis- 
lation if  you  believe  tnat  legislation  in 
that  direction  at  all  was  beneficial  to  the 
country  ?  You  have  the  experience  of 
nearly  half  a  century  of  this  legislation  in 
Scotland,  and  there  is  not  a  single  man, 
not  even  in  the  city  of  Perth,  who  would 
propose  to  repeal  that  Sunday  Closing 
Act.  So  that,  if  experience  is  worth 
anything  at  all,  if  statesmanship  is 
good  for    anything,   yoq    will   judge  of 
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the  operation  of  such  a  measure  where  it '  character  living  under  legislation  of  this 
has  been  tried  in  large  communities  like  sort,  with  which  they  are  satisfied  and 
that  of  Scotland.  There  we  have  districts  which  they  would  not  for  a  moment 
with  great  populations  like  Glasgow  and  allow  to  be  repealed,  we  have  the  most 
Edinburgh,  where  this  measure  has  been  conclusive  evidence  that  the  public 
in  operation  for  many  years,  and  the  tes-  opinion  of  the  community  is  in  favour  of 
tiraony  of  the  whole  population  is  in  favour  legislation  of  this  sort.  My  hon.  friend 
of  it.  You  applied  to  the  same  principle  who  moved  this  Bill  mentioned  a  fact 
to  Ireland,  and  has  anybody  proposed  to  *  which  concerns  one  of  the  principal 
repeal  it  in  those  parts  of  Ireland  to  I  places  in  my  constituency,  and  here  is  the 
which  this  legislation  has  been  applied  1  letter  received  from  the  clerk,  stating  that 
The  main  opposition  to  this  Bill  has  the  motion  was  seconded  and  supported 
come  from  the  hon.  Member  for  West  I  by  two  members  of  the  trade.  I 
Clare,     and     he     has    made    an    appeal    think   the  House    may  take    it   on   the 


to  Her  Majesty's  Government  in  favour 
of  the  trade.  We  have  yet  to  learn  the 
reason  for  that  appeal.     Such  legislation 


assurance  of  those  who  have  the  means  of 
knowing,  who  are  the  representatives  of 
•Monmouthshire,  that  the  opinion  of  that 


for  Wales,  he  said,  did  not  allow  a  Bill  of  county  is  almost  unanimously  in  favour 
this  kind  to  be  properly  dealt  with  by  ;  of  this  measure.  That  opinion  is  worth 
a  Private  Meml>er*s  Bill.      1  would  point  |  having,  and  the  reason  why  the  people  are 


out  that  the  legislation  already  passed  on 
this  subject  for  the  whole  of  Wales  was  a 
Private  Member's  Bill,  and  it  was  intro 
duced  by  the  father  of  my  hon.  friend  who 


so  much  in  favour  of  it  is  because  they  have 
had  the  experience  of  their  neighbours. 
They  have  the  experience  of  Scotland, 
Ireland,  and  Wales  to  guide  them,  and  so 


has  spoken.  Therefore  those  objections  do  |  far  as  we  can  judge  from  those  commu- 
not  hold  water.  It  is  really  diflficult  to  I  nities,  Sunday  closing  has  proved  \'ery 
make  out  what  are  the  arguments  against !  satisfactory.  Then  we  have  a  county  which, 
the  Bill.  The  hon.  Member  who  moved  practically  speaking,  is  part  of  Wales.  The 
the  rejection  of  the  Bill  we  are  told  is  whole  sentiment  of  that  part  which  I  have 
about  to  remove  himself  from  the  repre-  the  honour  to  represent  in  this  House 
sentation  of  VA'ales.  Therefore  we  are  I  is  Welsh,  and  a  great  luimber  of  the 
are  not  bound  to  take  him  as  our  spokes-  people  speak  Welsh  only.  For  the  pur- 
man.  But  he  cast  ridicule  upon  the  meet-  i  poses  of  education  they  are  put  on  the 
ingswhichhavebeenheldinsupportof  this  footing  of  Wales,  though  for  some  other 
Bui,  and  said  that  they  did  not  at  all  purposes  they  stand  on  an  English  footing, 
represent  public  opinion.  But  it  is  not  Why  should  they  be  cut  off  from  legisla- 
meetings  alone.  I  think  I  may  say  '  tion  granted  to  their  neighbours  and  with 
that  the  responsible  representative  which  they  are  satisfied  ?  It  has  been 
bodies  in  the  county  of  Monmouth,  i  objected  that  this  is  piecemeal  legislation, 
including  its  county  council,  corporations,  Well,  temperance  legislation  always  has 
and  the  urban  councils  in  all  those  thickly  been  piecemeal,  but  tiiat  is  no  objection 
populated  mining  districts,  have  expressed  to  it  in  my  opinion.  Then  we  are  tohl 
themselves  in  favour  of  the  measure,  that  it  is  an  infringement  of  the  liberty 
Then  it  is  said  that  it  is  a  hanlship  upon  of  the  subject.  That  is  the  singidar  conten- 
the  working  men  and  the  miners.  But  tion  of  the  opponents  of  the  Bill,  but  if  it  is 
only  this  morning  I  haN  e  received  a  an  infringement  of  the  liberty  of  the  sub- 
resolution  from  the  Ebbw  Vale  branch  ject,  in  that  case  the  liberty  of  Scotland 
of  the  South  Wales  Miners'  Federation  was  invaded,  the  liberty  of  all  the  counties 
strongly  supporting  the  Bill,  and  in  Ireland  was  invaded,  and  all  the 
therefore  to  say  that  it  is  a  hardship  counties  of  Wales  as  well.  A  more 
on  the  working  men  in  those  districts  is  ludicrous  and  preposterous  argument  wa« 
utterly  untnie.  If  the  miners  of  Wales  '  never  advanced,  because  no  one  think  - 
are  hostile  to  this  Sunday  closing,  would  that  if  the  Bill  passes  the  liberty  of  the 
they  not  have  had  a  demand  from  them  I  subject  will  be  infringed  or  invaded,  and 
for  the  repeal  of  the  legislation  ?  There  '  all  we  ask  is  that  the  liberty  of  the  subject 
is  no  body  of  men  more  capable  or  more  in  Monmouth  shall  be  put  on  the  sam  > 
able  to  make  their  wishes  known  than  the  footingas  the  liberty  of  the  subject  in  Wales, 
miners  of  Monmouthshire  and  the  whole  There  is  one  argument  that  has  had  some 
of  South  Wales,  and  where  you  have  effect  upon  those  nov  acqaiiiiited  \Wkl\x  the 
great     industrial     populations     of     this    matter.     It  has  been  said  Sunday  closing 
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promoted  secret  drinking,  drinking  clubs,  I  subject  of  the  Bill.     This  question  is  now 


and  shebeens,  but  that  argument  has  been 
very  fully  refuted  by  the  hon.  Member 
for  Denbighshire.  It  has  been  shown 
that  those  clubs  are  not  the  fruit  of 
Sunday  closing.  In  the  large  English 
towns  di-inking  clubs  exist  mainly, 
it  is  said,  because  of  the  prescribed 
limitation  of  the  hours  of  drink. 
Then  take  the  shebeens.  You  do  not 
propose  to  repeal  the  Excise  Laws  be- 


submitted  to  our  consideration,  and  I  do 
entreat  the  House  and  implore  the  Grovern- 
ment  to  show  the  people  of  this  countn- 
that  their  hearts  are  in  favour  of  the 
cause  of  temperance,  and  that  this  small 
measure  now  asked  for  will  not  be  refused. 


*The  secretary  of  STATE   for 
THE  HOME   DEPARTMENT   (Sir    M. 


cause  shebeens  exist.    When  one  comes  •  ix^rr^™  i?,,., ,,,.    t  i.-       t>i    i        ix 

4.^  1^  1.      *   ♦!  4.  •    ^  ", .     \\  HiTE  Ridley,  Lancashire,  Blackpool) : 

to  look    at   the  arguments  against    this  >  t      -n        i     i    -n  i  »»^'>p^y  • 

measure  there  is  nothing  in  them.     The    ^  ^'^^*  ''^P^>'  ''"^^^^'  ^  ^^^  •'^PP^^^  ^^  ^^^ 

fact  is  there  is  no  substantial  reason  for    '*^S^^  ^^^"-    Oentleman,  and    explain  the 

resisting   the   demand  of  the   people   of    view    I     take.      We     have     heard     the 

Monmouthshire  in  this   matter.      There  !  appeal  and  the  remarks  made  by  my  hon. 

is    one    appeal     that     I     would     make  ,  friend  behind  me  and  other  hon.  Members 

to    the    ^iembers    of     the     House     of    on  the  general  ground  of  temperance ;  but  I 

Commons,  who  for  the  most  part  profess  '  venture  to  remind  the  House  that  this  is 

themselves  in  this  House,  and  universally  i  not    the    particular    subject   before     it. 

outside    it,    in    favour    of     temperance.  \  There   is  some  doubt  as  to  whether  this 


Is  there  nothing  you  can  do  by  way  of 
statute  in  favour  of  temperance  1  One 
hon.  Member  made  a  vigorous  appeal  to 


particular  measure  would  in  effect  be  in 
favour  of  temperance.  Many  references 
have  been  made  to  the  Royal  Commission, 


the    right    hon.    Gentleman    the    Home  ;  and  it  was  my  special  duty,  as  the  Minister 
Secretary  in  favour  of  the  trade.     I  make  I  responsible  for  the  consideration  of  the 
an  appeal,  not  for  the  same  purpose,  but    Report,  to  look  into  it  with  a  view  to  seeing 
one  which  I  hope  will  have  more  effect,  in    1^  legislation  would  be  practicable  under 
favour  of  the  people  of  Monmouth,  who  '  existing  circumstances  to  carry  out  some 
are,  I  believe,  infinitely  more  deserving,    of  its    recommendations.     To   the  great 
I   do  not  know  whether  the  right   hon.    regret  of   myself  and    my    colleagues  I 
Gentleman  knows,  I  am  certain  he  must    could  not  see  my    way  under  the  parti- 
know,  what   I  know-  -that  drink  is  the    cular  circumstances  of  this  year  to  enter 
most  fertile  source  of  all  evil  and  crime  in    on  a  cjuestion  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
this  country,  and  hundreds  of  thousands  ,  will  know  from  experience  to  be  a  very 
of  people  are  asking  you  to  assist  them    thorny    one.     Though    much    has   lieen 
in  defending  themselves  against  that  evil,  \  said  of  the  agreement  in  the  Reports  of 
and  I  hope  that  the  English  Government    the  majority  and  minority  of  the  Coro- 
and  the  English  Home  Secretary  will  not    mission,   I  have  found   that  among  the 
stand  in  the  way  of  its  removal.     The  i  parties  represented,  and  from  the  point 
right  hon.  Gentleman  has  the  power  to    of  view  of  practical  legislation,  there  is  a 


pass  the  Bill  if  he  chooses  to  exercise  it. 


wider  difference    of   opinion    now    than 


His  is  a  great  responsibility.  It  mil  be  when  the  Report  was  first  presented.  I 
asked  in  the  future  what  this  Parliament,  '  only  say  this  by  way  of  excuse,  if  excuse 
with  its  great  majority  and  powerful  be  necessary,  for  the  Government  are  fully 
Government,  has  done  for  temperance.  '  sensible  of  their  obligations,  and  desirous 
This  Parliament  is  drawing  to  its  close,  of  doing  something  to  promote  the  cause 
and  will  it  be  recorded  of  it  in  its  later  of  temperance.  I  do  not  >nsh  to 
stage  that  when  this  request  in  favour  of  !  go  into  all  the  figures  put  forward 
temperance  was  proposed  this  Govern-  i  by  the  hon.  Member  who  moved 
ment  and  this  Parliament,  with  its  great  |  the  rejection  of  the  Bill,  or  into  the 
majority,  refused  to  listen  to  that  prayer  ?  question  whether  the  Simday  Closing 
I  do  not  believe  that  it  will.  We  haVe  Act  in  Wales  has  been  of  the  advantage 
bad  the  Commission,  a  capable  Commis-  to  the  general  cause  of  temperance  some 
sion,  of  men  of  all  sorts  and  notions,  and  ,  of  its  advocates  claim  for  it.  I  do  not 
representing  the  liquor  trade  in  consider-    wish  to  go  behind  the  Reports  of  Lord 


able  number.     That  Commission  met  and 
made  a  Report  differing,  it  is  true,  upon 


Balfour's  Commission  of  1889  and  of  the 
recent    Royal    Commission,     which,     in 


many  points^  but  agreeing  upon  the  one    general  terms,  did  say  that  the  Sunda}' 
Sit'  irillium  itafcourh  ' 
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Closing  Act  of  1881  was  generally 
accepted  in  Wales,  and  that,  in  the  rural 
districts  at  all  events,  it  was  effective, 
though  there  were  difficulties  and  abuses 
in  populous  districts.  I  ihink  we  may 
take  it  as  an  accomplised  fact  that  no 
party  in  Wales  desires  the  repeal  of  the 
Sunday  Closing  Act.  And  certainly  I  do 
not  believe  any  party  in  England  desires 
to  propose  such  a  repeal.  It  was 
established  for  the  benefit  of  the  people 
of  Wales,  and  apparently,  though  it  has 
not  given  the  same  satisfaction  as  the 
Forbes  Mackenzie  Act  in  Scotland  or  the 
Act  in  Ireland,  it  is  still  perfectly  true  to 
say  that  no  party  desires  to  repeal  it. 
Therefore  I  am  not  prepared  to  urge 
from  the  point  of  view  of  Wales  the 
liberty  of  the  subject  argument,  though  I 
do  attach  some  importance  to  that  argu- 
ment in  England.  I  know  that  in  some 
parts  of  the  country  in  rural  districts 
people  are  prepared  to  accept  some 
kind  of  Sunday  closing  or  a  further  re- 
striction of  hours,  but  I  am  sure  that  ^ 
Sunday  Closing  Bill  for  the  whole  country 
would  be  opposed  to  public  feeling,  and 
that  it  could  not  be  cairied  out,  for  it 
would  most  distinctly  be  held  to  be  a  vio- 
lation of  the  liberty  of  the  subject. 
From  the  point  of  view  of  an  English 
Member,  taking  the  most  judicial 
view  I  can,  and  being  not  in  favour 
of  the  principle  of  Sunday  closing 
I  am  not  anxious  to  extend  it  to 
a  county  in  England,  for,  whatever  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  opposite  and  others 
Daay  say,  Monmouthshire  is  an  English 
county. 

Sir    WILLIAM    HARCOURT:    The 
Welsh  do  not  think  so. 


♦Sir  M.  white  RIDLEY :  Ajid  when 
the  Bill  was  before  the  House  in  1881  a 
colleague  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
proposed  to  exclude  Monmouthshire  on 
this  ground,  and  the  House  supported 
that  view.  But  in  Monmouthshire  there 
is  a  considerable  minority  opposed  to 
the  Bill 

Sir  WILLIAM  HARCOURT :   What 
evidence  is  there  of  that  ? 


♦Sir  M.  WHITE  RIDLEY  :  The  state- 
ments of  the  hon.  Member  who  moved 
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the  Rejection  of  the  Bill,  which  have  not 
been  contradicted,  that  in  public  meetings 
in  "Newport  and  elsewhere  resolutions 
against^the  Bill  had  been  carried. 

♦Mr.  SPICER  said  that  the  two  meet- 
ings held  at  Monmouth  and  Newport 
were  composed  entirely  of  licensed 
victuallers,  and  that  the  other  two  were 
public  meetings  arranged  by  the  trade. 

♦Sir  M.  white  RIDLEY :  I  have  no 

evidence  that  the  population  generally  of 

Monmouthshire  desire  the  Bill.     On  the 

contrary,  the  feeling  in  its  favour  seems 

to  be  far  from  unanimous.  In  view  of  the 
report  of  the  Royal  Commission  I  do  not 
wish  to  labour  opposition  to  the  Bill,  and, 
speakingf  or  the  Government,  I  donotdesire 
to  offer  opposition  to  the  Second  Reading. 
Looking  at  the  Report  of  Lord  Balfour's 
Commission,  which  I  do  not  read  at 
length,  it  is,  I  think,  scarcely  right  to  say 
the  majority  and  minority  on  Lord  Peel's 
Commission  were  both  in  favour  of  total 
Sunday  closing  for  the  whole  of  Mon- 
mouthshire. The  words  of  the  Majority 
Report  are — 

*'  There  is  a  strong  local  desire  in  Monmouth- 
shire to  be  associated  with  Wale^in  the  matter 
of  Sunday  closing.  We  consider  that  this  wish 
should  be  acceded  to,  e'»i>ecially  as  reganls 
urban  districts  situated  near  the  border.'* 

The  Report  of  Lord  Balfour's  Com- 
mission was  similarly  qualified,  e.g. — 

"  And  we  think  the  heat  way  of  deiling  with 
this  difficult,'  isjto  make  sure  thit,  in  urban 
districts  situated  on  the  border  one  law  should 
prevail."  ' 

Further  obscrv^ations  follow,  but  I  only 
cite  those  words  to  show  that  the 
majority  in  the  Commission,  although  in 
favour  of  further  curtailment  of  the 
horn's  for  the  sale  of  drink  on  Sunday, 
were  not  necessarily  in  favoiu*  of  Sun- 
day  closing  in  Monmouthshire  gener- 
ally. I  will  not  go  into  the  question 
whether  Sunday  closing  has  been  a 
success,  althpugh  I  have  my  own  views 
on  the  subject.  But  I  am  willing  to 
accept  the  views  of  the  Commission  which 
has  inquired  into  the  subject.  I  agree 
that  when  Parliament  appoints  Royal 
Commissioners  it  should  do  its  best  to 
accept  their  decisions ;  but  I  do  not  myself 
see  in  the  recommendations  of  the  recent 
Commissioners  sufficient  ground  for 
accepting  this  Bill,  and,  personally,  I  shall 
vote  against  it.     I  do  not  agree  with  the 

2  L 
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proposed  absorption,  for  the  purpose  of 
Sunday  closing,  of  Monmouthshire  into 
Wales,  or  the  extension  of  Sunday  closing. 


of  Scotland  the  Forbes  Mackenzie  Act 
had  been  in  force,  and  feeling  was 
strongly    in    favour  of  its  maintenance. 


It  would  not  be  right  for  the  Government  Even  the  publicans  would  regard  it  as  a 
to  offer  any  advice  or  to  put  any  pi^ssure  serious  grievance  if  any  attempt  were 
on  the  House,  but,  speaking  for  myself,  I  ,  made  to  alter  it.     In  Scotland  the  people 


shall  vote  against  the  Second  Reading  of 
the  Bill. 

♦Sir  J.  LENG  (Dundee)  desired  to  say 
a  few  words  in  support  of  the  Bill.     For 


forty-seven  years  throughout  the  whole  I  Noes,  124.     (Division  List  No.  66.) 


would  rejoice  to  see  its  principle  extended 
all  over  the  kingdom. 


The     House    divided:  —  Ayes,     188; 


Abraham,  William  (Rhondda) 
Allison,  Robert  Andrew 
Archdale,  Edward  Mervyn 
Arnold -Forster,  Hugh  0. 
Arrol,  Sir  William 
Ashton,  Thomas  Gair 
Asquith,  Kt.  Hn.  HerbertHenry 
Atherley-Jonos,  L. 
Atkinson,  Rt.  Hon.  John 

Bailey,  James  (Walworth) 
Baird,  John  Geo.  Alexander 
Baker,  Sir  John 
Balcarres,  Lord 
Banes,  Major  George  Edward 
Barlow,  John  Emmott 
Bayley,  Thomas  (Derbyshire) 
Bemrose,  Sir  Henry  Howe 
Bethell,  Commander 
BiUson,  Alfred 
Birrell,  Augu?*tine 
Blake,  Edward 
Bolton,  Thomas  Dolling 
Bousfield,  William  Robert 
Brown,  Alexander  H. 
Brunner,  Sir  John  Tomlinson 
Bryce,  Rt.  Hon.  James 
Buchanan,  Thomas  Ryburn 
Burns,  John 
Burt,  Thomas 
Buxton,  Sydney  Charles 

Caldwell,  James 
Cameron,  Sir  Chas.  (Glasgow) 
Cameron,  Robert  (Durham) 
Campbell -Bannerman,  Sir  H. 
Carew,  James  Laurence 
Carvill,  Patrick  Geo.  Hamilton 
Cawley,  Frederick 
Cayzer,  Sir  Charles  William 
Channing,  Francis  Allston 
Clough,  VValter  Owen 
Cohnlle,  John 

Corbett,  A.  Cameron  (Glasg'w 
Courtney,  Rt.  Hon.  L.  H. 
Crombie,  John  William 

Dalziel,  James  Henry 

Da  vies,  M.  Vau^Uian  -  ( Cardig'  n ) 

Denny,  Colonel 

Dewar,  Arthur 

Douglas,  Chas.  M.  (Lanark) 

Duckworth,  James 

Dunn,  Sir  William 

Sir  M,  Jriiite  Ridley. 


AYES. 

Edwards,  Owen  Morgan 
Ellis,  John  Edward 
Emmott,  Alfred 
Evans,  S.  T.  (Glamorgan) 

Fardell,  Sir  T.  George 
Farquharson,  Dr.  Robert 
Fenwick,  Charles 
Ferguson,  R.  C.  Munro(Leith) 
Field,  Admiral  (Eastbourne) 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Fitzmaurice,  Lord  Edmond 
Foster,  Harry  S.  (Suffolk) 
Foster,  Sir  Walter  (Derby  Co  ) 
Fowler,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Henry 
Fry,  Lewis 

Gilliat,  John  Saunders 
Gladstone,  Rt.  Hn.  Herbert  J. 
Goddard,  Daniel  Ford 
Grey,  Sir  Edward  (Berwick) 
Gull,  Sir  Cameron 
Gurdon,Sir  William  Brampton 

Haldane,  Richard  Burden 
Harcourt,Rt.  Hon. Sir  William 
Hardy,  Laurence 
Hayne,Rt.  Hon.  Charles  Seale- 
Heiderwick,  Thomas  C.  H. 
Hemphill,  Rt.  Hon.  CharlesH, 
Hobhouse,  Henry 
Hoy;an,  James  Francis 
Holland,  William  Henry 
Horniman,  Frederick  John 
Houldsworth,  Sir  Wm.  Henry 
Howard,  Joseph 
Hozier,  Hn.  JamesHenry  Cecil 
Humphreys-Owen,  Arthur  C. 
Hutton,  Alfred  E.  (Morley) 

Jacoby,  James  Alfred 
Jenkins,  Sir  John  Jones 
Johnson-Fei^son,  Jabez  Edw 
Johnston,  William  (Belfast) 
Joicey,  Sir  James 
Jones,  David  Bry  nmor(S  w*nsea 
Jones,  William(Carnarv'n8hire 

Kennaway,Rt.Hn. Sir  John  H. 
Kilbride,  Denis 
Kinloch,SirJohnGeorgeSmyth 
Kitson,  Sir  James 
LawTence,SirE.  Durning-(Corn 
Lawson,  Sir  W.  (Curab'land) 


Lea,  Sir  T.  (Londonderrv) 

Lecky,  Rt.  Hon.  Wm.  Edw.  H. 

Leng,  Sir  John 

Lloyd-George,  David 

Lough,  Thomas 

LyeU,  Sir  Leonard 

M* Arthur,  W.  (Cornwall) 

M*Crae,  George 

M'Kenna,  Reginald 

M'Killop,  James 

M'Laren,  Charles  Benjamin 

Maddison,  Fred. 

Malcolm,  Ian 

Mellor,  Rt.  Hn.  J.  W.(York8.) 

Mendl,  Sigismund  Ferdinand 

Middlemore,  J.  Throgmonon 

Montagu,  Sir  S.  (Whitechapel) 

Morley,  C.  (Brooonahire) 

Morley,  Rt>.  Bon.  J.  (Montrose) 

Norton,  Capt.  Cecil  W^illiam 
Nussey,  Thomas  Willans 

O'Neill,  Hon.  Robert  Torreos 
Orr-Ewing,  Charles  Lindsay 

Pal  mer.SirCharlesM .  (Durham 
Palmer,  George  Wm.  (Reading) 
Parkes,  Ebenezer 
Pease,  Herbert  P.  (Darlington 
Pease,  Joseph  A.  (Northunib.) 
I'hilipps,  John  Wynford 
Pickard,  Benjamin 
Pickersgill,  Edward  Hare 
Pilkington,  R.  (Lanes.  Newton 
Pilkington,SirGeoA(LancsSW 
PlunkettfRtHn.  HoraceCurzon 

Randell,  David 
Reckitt,  Harold  Jame» 
Reid,  Sir  Robert  Threshie 
Renshaw,  Charles  Bine 
Richardson,  J.  (Durham,  S.E. 
Roberts,  John  H.  (Denbigh^,) 
Robertson,  Edmund  (Dundee) 
Robertson,  Herbert  (Hackney 
Robson,  William  Snowdon 
Runciman,  Walter 
Russell,  T.  W.  (Tyrone) 

Sandy  8,Lieut.  -Col .  Thos.  My  les 
Savory,  Sir  Joseph 
SchAvann,  Charles  E. 
Shaw»  Thomas  (Hawick  B.) 
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Shaw-Stewart,  M.  H.  ( Renfrew) 
Sidebothani,  J.  W.  (Cheshire) 
Smclair,CaptJohn(  Forfarshire 
Smith,  Samuel  (Flint) 
Soames,  Arthur  Wellesley 
Souttar,  Robinson 
Stanhope,  Hon.  Philip  J. 
Stanley,SirHenryM.  (Lambeth 
Stead  man,  William  Charles 
Stevenson.  Francis  S, 
StewartjSirMark  J.  M*Taggart 
Stone,  Sir  Benjamin 
Straops,  Arthur 
Stuart,  James  (Shoreditch) 
Sullivan,  Donal  (Westmeath) 


Talbot,Rt.  Hn.  J.  G.  (Oxf  dUniv 
Tanner,  Charles  Keams 
Thomas,  Abel  (Carmarthen,E. 
Thomas,Alfred  (Glamorgan,E. 
Thomas,  David  A.  (Merthyr) 
Thorbum,  Sir  Walter 
Trevelyan,  Charles  Philips 

Ure,  Alexander 

Wallace,  Robert 
Walton,  J.  Lawson(Iieed8,S.) 
Walton,  Joseph  (Barnsley) 
Wason,  Eugene 
Wedderbum,  Sir  William 


Weir,  James  Galloway 
Whittaker,  Thomas  Palmer 
Williams,  John  Car\'ell(Notts 
Willoughby  de  Eresby,  Lord 
Wilson,  John  (Falkirk) 
Wilson,  John  (Govan) 
Wilson,  J.  W.  ( Worcestersh.  ,N. 
Woodhou8e,SirJT(Huddersfd 
Woods,  Samuel 

Yoxall,  James  Henry 

Tellers   for   the  Ayes— 
Mr.  Spicer  and  Mr.  Tritton. 


Abraham,  Wm.  (Cork,  N.E.) 
Arnold,  Alfred 
Austin^M.  (Limerick,  W.) 

Baldwin,  Alfred 
Banbui^',  Frederick  George 
Barry,KtHnAHSmith-(Hunts 
Barry, Sir  Francis  T.  (Windsor 
Beach,Rt.Hn.W.W.B.(Hants 
Beckett,  Ernest  William 
Bh  )wnaggree,  Sir  M.  M. 
Blundell,  Colonel  Henry 
Bonsor,  Henry  Cosmo  Orme 
Boulnois,  Edmund 
Bowles,  Capt.H.F.  (Middlesex) 
Bowles,  T.  G.  (King's  Lynn) 
Brassey.  Albert 
Butcher,  John  George 

Cavendish.  V.C.  W.(Derbysh.) 
Cecil,  Lord  Hugh  (Greenwich) 
Charrington,  Spencer 
Coddinrton,  Sir  William 
Cohen,  Benjamin  Louis 
Colling^,  Rt.  Hon.  Jesse 
Cooke,  C.  W.  R.  (Hereford) 
ComwalliSjFiennesStanleyW. 
Cox,  Irwin  Edw.  Bainbridge 
Crilly,  Daniel 

Cross.  H.  Shepherd  (Bolton) 
Curran,  Thomas  B.  (Donegal) 
Curran,  Thomas  (Sligo,  S. ) 
Curzon,  Viscount 

Doogan,  P.  C. 

Donncton,  Sir  John  Edward 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Dyke,Rt.  HonSirWillianiHart 

Faber,  George  Denison 
Fergiia«on,Rt.  HnSirJ.  (Manc'r 
Finch,  Georce  H. 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
Fison,  Frederick  William 
Fitz  Wygram,  General  Sir  F. 
F1a\in,  Michael  Joseph 
Fletcher,  Sir  Henry 
Flower,  Ernest 


NOES. 

Giles.  Charles  Tyrrell 

Gold,  Charles 

Golds  worthy,  Maior-General 

Gouldine,  Edward  Alfred 

Greene,Henry  D.  (Shrewsbury) 

Gretton,  John 

Greville,  Hon.  Ronald 

Hanson,  Sir  Refi;inald 
Heaton,  John  Henniker 
Holder,  Augustus 
Henderson,  Alexander 
Hoare,  EdwBrodie(  Hampstead 
Hudson,  George  Bickersteth 

Jackson,Rt.  Hon.  Wm.Lawies 
Jessel,  CaptainHerbertMerton 

Kenyon-Slaney,  Col.  William 
Kim'ber,  Henry 
Knowles,  Lees 

Laurie,  Lieut-General 
Lawson,  John  Grant  (Yorks.) 
Leigh-Bennett,  Henry  Currie 
Leigh  ton,  Stanley 
Lock  wood,  Lt.-Col.  A.  R. 
Long,Col.  Charles  W.  ( Evesham 
Long,  Rt.  Hon.  W.  (Liverpool) 
Loyd,  Archie  Kirkman 

Macaleese,  Daniel 
Macdona,  John  Gumming 
Maclver,  David  (Liverpool) 
Maclean,  James  Mackenzie 
Maclure,  Sir  John  William 
M*Dermott,  Patrick 
Marks,  Henry  Hananel 
Martin,  Richard  Biddulph 
Massey-Mainwaring,  HnW.F. 
Melville,  Beresford  Valentine 
MiIbank,SirPowIettChas.Jno. 
Monckton,  Edward  Philip 
Monk,  Charles  James 
More,  Robert  J.  (Shropshire) 
Morgan,  Hon.  F.  (Monm'thsh. 
MorreU,  George  Herbert 
Morton,  ArthurH.  A.  (Deptford 


Mount,  William  George 
Murray,  Charles  J.  (Coventry) 
Myers,  William  Henry 

Newdigate,  Francis  Alexander 

O'Brien,  Patrick  (Kilkenny) 
0'Connor,James(Wicklow,W. 
O'Malley,  William 

Phillpotts,  Captain  Arthur 
Pierpoint,  Robert 
Pollock,  Harry  Frederick 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 

Quilter,  Sir  Cuthbert 

Rasch,  Major  Frederic  C. 
Ridley,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  M.  W. 
Robinson,  Brooke 
Rutherford,  John 
Ryder,  John  Herbert  Dudley 

Samuel,  Harry  S.  (Limehouse) 
Sharpe,  William  Edward  T. 
Simeon,  Sir  Barrington 
Sinclair,  Louis  (Romford) 
Spencer,  Ernest 
Stanley,  Ed.  Jas.  (Somerset) 
Sturt,  Hon.  Humphry  Napier 

Thornton,  Percy  M. 
TomlinsoD,  W.  Ewd.  Murray 

Usbome,  Thomas 

Walrond,  Rt.  Hn.  Sir  W.  H. 
Ward,  Hon.  Robert  A.  (Crewe) 
Webster,  Sir  Richard  E. 
Welby,Lt..Col.  A.C.E  (Tauntn 
Whiteley,H.  ( Ashton-under-L. 
Williams,  J.  Powell-  (Birm.) 
WUson-Todd,  W.  H.  (Yorks.) 
Wodehouse,Rt.  Hn.E.R.(Bath 
Wortley,Rt.Hn.  C.  B.  Stuart- 
Wyndham,  George 

Tellers  for  the  Noes— 
Mr.  Howell  and  Major 
Jameson. 


Main  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 


Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  committed  for  To-morrow. 
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LOCAL      GOVERNMENT      (SCOTLAND) 

BILL. 

[Second  Reading.] 
Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  .proposed, 
"That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
time."— (^^^-  iVico//.) 

*The  lord  advocate  (Mr.  A. 
Graham  Murray,  Buteshire):  I  am 
rather  sorry  the  hon.  Member  has  not 
explained  this  Bill,  because  there  is  really 
much  in  it  which  is  eminently  useful. 
At  the  same  time,  everybody  will 
understand  that  it  is  impossible  for  me 
to  allow  the  Second  Reading  of  the  Bill 
to  be  taken  after  the  discussion  that  is 
possible  on  this  occasion.  On  the  general 
question  we  have  had  sufficient  ex. 
perience  of  the  working  of  the  Local 
Government  (Scotland)  Acts  of  1889  and 
1894  to  enable  us  to  say  that  we  are 
within  sight  of  the  time  when  some 
amendment  of  those  Acts  will  become 
necessary.  But  I  am  certain  that  this  is 
not  a  measure  that  would  be  universally 
popular  in  Scotland. 


It  being  half-past  Five  of  the  clock,  the 
debate  stood  adjourned. 


Debate  to  be  resumed  upon  Tuesday 
next. 


HIGHWAYS  AND   BRIDGES   ACT  (1891) 
AMENDMENT  BILL. 

Read  a  second  time,  and  committed  for 
Wednesday  next. 


WAR  LOAN  BILL. 

Considered  in  Committee,  and  reported ; 
without  Amendment ;  to  be  r^id  the 
third  time  to-morrow. 

OSSETT  GAS  BILL. 

Reported  [Parties  do  not  proceed] ; 
Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


BUSINESS    OF    THE    HOUSE. 
On  the  Motion  for  Adjournment, 

Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANXERMAX 
(Stirling  Burghs) :  I  believe  something 
has  been  said  a])out  certain  Bills  which 
it  is  proposed  to  take  to-morrow  night. 


*The  PATROXAGE  SECRETARY  to 
THE  TREASURY  (Sir  William  Wal- 
rond,  Devonshire,  Tiverton)  :  The 
Government  proposes  to  take  on  Thursday 
the  Third  Reading  of  the  War  Loan  Bill, 
the  Committee  stage  of  the  Census  Bill, 
the  Electoral  Disabilities  (Military  Service) 
Bill,  and  the  Police  Reservists  Bill,  and 
the  Second  Reading  of  the  Land  Charges 
Bill  and  the  Lunacy  Bill.  The  Army 
Estimates  will  be  taken  on  Friday  and  the 
Finance  Bill  on  Monday. 


Adjourned  at  twenty -five  minutes 
before  Six  of  the  clock. 
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HOUSE    OF     LORDS. 
Thursday,    Ibth  March,  1900. 


PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS, 


The  Lord  Chancellor  acquainted  the 
House  that  the  Clerk  of  the  Parliaments 
had  laid  upon  the  Table  the  Certificate 
from  the  Examiners  that  the  further 
Standing  Orders  applicable  to  the  following 
Bill  have  been  complied  with  : — 

Crystal  Palace  Company  [h.l.]. 

And  also  the  Certificate  that  the  Standing 
Orders  applicable  to  the  following  Bill 
have  n     * 


the  House  as  a  member  of  the  Select 
Committee  on  the  said  Bills  in  the  diace 
of  the  Lord  Avebury,  and  that  the  Earl 
Brownlow  be  chairman  of  the  said  Com- 
mittee ;  read,  and  agreed  to. 

NEWPORT     (MONMOUTHSHIKE)     GAS 

BILL    [H.L.]. 

Report  from  the  Select  Committee, 
That  the  Committee  had  not  proceeded 
with  the  consideration  of  the  Bill,  no 
parties  having  appeared  in  opposition 
thereto ;  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
Table.  The  orders  made  on  the  2nd  and 
6th  instant  discharged  ;  and  Bill  com- 
mitted for  Tuesday  next. 


ERRATA. 

March  15th,    1900.      The  following  question  and  answer  have  been  omitted  in 
the  text  : 

SCOTLAND— DISTURNPIKED  ROADS— GRANT  IN  AID. 

Sir  J.  LENG  (Dundee^  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Lord  Advocate  if  he  can  explain  why, 
in  the  distribution  of  the  grant  in  aid  of  dis-tumpiked  roads  in  Scotland,  counties 
can  add  to  the  list  of  highway  roads  taken  over  by  them,  the  expense  of  which 
forms  a  claim  on  the  grant,  while  burghs  are  not  entitled  to  add  to  the  list  of 
their  highways  such  as  are  taken  over  by  them,  so  that  the  expense  of  maintaining 
these  roads  does  not  form  a  claim  on  the  grant. 

The  lord  ADVOCATE  (Mr.  A.  Graham  Murray,  Buteshire) :  The  regula- 
tions in  respect  of  the  grant  referred  to  by  the  hon.  Member  were  drawn  up 
in  1884,  after  mature  consideration.  In  terms  of  section  22,  sub-section  2, 
of  the  liocal  Government  (Scotland)  Act,  1889,  these  regulations  were  stereo- 
typed as  the  basis  of  distribution,  and  this  arrangement  cannot  be  altered  with- 
out legislation. 


8( 


COWES   PIER   BILL.  [H.L.]. 

Witnesses  ordered  to  attend  the  Select 
Committee. 

EDINBURGH  DISTRICT  LUNACY 
BOARD  BILL  [h.l.]. 

EDINBURGH  CORPORATION  BILL  [h.l.]. 

ROTHERHITHE  AND  RATCLIFF 
TUNNEL  BILL  [h.l.]. 

LONDON    SEA    WATER    SUPPLY  BILL 

[h.l.]. 

SUNDERLAND  CORPORATION  BILL 

[h.l.]. 

NORTH-EASTERN    RAILWAY    (STEAM 
VESSELS)  BILL  [H.L.]. 

NORTH  EASTERN  RAILWAY  BILL  [h.l.]. 

Report  from  the  Conmiittee  of  Selection, 
That  the  Earl  Brownlow  be  proposed  to 

VOL.  LXXX.    [Fourth  Series.] 


Read2« 

MERSEY  RAILWAY  BILL  [H.L.] 

GREAT  GRIMSBY  STREET  TRAMWAYS 

BILL  [h.l.]. 

LEITH   BURGH    PROVISIONAL   ORDER 

BILL  LH.L.]. 

Read  2^  (according  to  order). 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC:, 


EMIGRATION. 

Report  on  the  Emigrants  Information- 
Office,  for  the  year  ended  December  31st, 
1899.  Presented  (by  command),  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table. 

•2    M 
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LIFE  ASSURANCE  COMPANIES. 

Statements  of  account  and  of  life  assur- 
ance and  annuity  business,  and  abstracts 
of  actuarial  reports,  deposited  with  the 
Board  of  Trade  under  "  The  Life  Assur- 
ance Companies  Act,  1870,"  during  the 
year  ended  31st  December  1899;  Laid 
before  the  House  (pursuant  to  Act),  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table. 

INEBRIATES  AMENDMENT(SCOTLAND) 

BILL  [H.L  ]. 

Petition  for  amendment  of  ;  of  Lord 
Provost  of  Dundee  ;  read,  and  unicred  to 
lie  on  the  Table. 


MONEY  LENDING  BILL  [h.l.]. 

Amendments  reported  (according  to 
order),  and  Bill  to  be  read  3«  on  Thursday 
next. 


SOUTH  AFRICAN  WAR  -BOER  TREAT- 
MENT  OF   COLONIAL   PRISONERS. 

The  Earl  of  CAMPERDOWN  :  My 
Lords,  seeing  the  noble  Marquess  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  in  his  place, 
I  wish  to  put  to  him  a  question  of  which 
1  have  given  him  private  notice.  Some 
short  time  ago  I  asked '  him  to  be  good 
enough  to  inquire  whether  there  was  any 
truth  in  the  report  that  Her  Majesty's 
colonial  soldiers  and  Her  Majesty's 
subjects  belonging  to  Natal  and  Cape 
Colony,  who  had  been  defending  their 
•homes  and  had  been  taken  prisoners,  had 
been  confined  in  convict  prisons  at 
Pretoria,  or,  at  all  events,  treated  in  a 
manner  quite  different  from  that  in  which 
Her  Majesty's  soldiers  had  been  treated. 
I  should  be  very  much  obliged  if  the  noble 
Marquess  would  now  tell  me  whether 
inquiries  have  been  made,  and  with  what 
result,  for  I  am  sure  every  one  of  your 
Lordships  will  be  of  opinion  that  this 
matter  is  a  most  important  one  which 
.does  not  admit  of  delay. 

»The  secretary  of  STATE  for 
WAR  (The  Maniuess  of  Lansdowne).: 
My  Lords,  since  the  noble  Earl  men- 
tioned this  su))ject  to  your  Lordships  we 
have  received  from  various  sources  infor- 
mation to  the  effect  that  men  belonging 
to  Her  Majesty's  colonial  forces  are 
treated  with  greater  severity  than  soldiers 
of  the  British  Regular  forces.  We  are 
endeavouring  to  ascertain  whether  this  is 
the  case.     I    need  not  assure   my  noble 


friend  that  we  regard  the  matter  as  a 
grave  one,  and  if  these  statements  are 
corroborated  we  shall  certainly  make 
representations  in  regard  to  the  matter. 

TELEGRAMS  TO  SOLDIERS  ON 
SERVICE. 

♦The  Earl  of  LICHFIELD:  My 
Lords,  I  beg  to  ask  the  noble  Marquess 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  War  a  question 
of  which  I  have  given  him  private  notice 
— namely,  whether  he  is  able  to  announce 
any  further  concessions  with  regard  to 
the  rates  for  telegrams  to  the  troops  in 
South  Africa. 

♦The  Marquess  of  LANSDOWNE :  I 
am  glad  to  say  that  we  have  received 
from  the  Eastern  Telegraph  Company  an 
intimation  that  they  are  prepared  to  make 
several  very  important  concessions  in  this 
matter.  In  the  first  place  they  are  pre- 
pared to  arrange  that  all  messages 
addressed  to  soldiers  and  sailors  serving 
in  South  Africa  shall  be  sent  at  a 
reduced  rate  of  2s.  a  word  instead  of  4s. 
a  word.  In  the  next  place,  in  the  ease  of 
officers  the  rank,  and  in  the  case  of  non- 
commissioned officers  and  men  the  name, 
of  the  person  to  whom  the  messa^  is 
addressed  may  at  the  sender's  risk  be 
omitted,  the  regimental  number  alone 
being  given  in  the  latter  case.  In  the 
next  place,  the  rest  of  the  address,  includ- 
ing Cape  Town,  will  be  charged  as  one 
word.  Thus,  if  I  may  give  your  L<wd- 
ships  a  concrete  example,  a  message  sent 
addressed  "No.  3383,  2nd  Battalion 
Wiltshire  Regiment,  Cape  Town,"  would 
be  changed  as  two  words  only.  These 
proposals  have  been  referred  to  the  postal 
authorities  at  Cape  Town^  but  I  have 
every  reason  to  hope  that  an  arrange- 
ment on  that  basis  will  be  inunediately 
introduced. 

♦The  Earl  of  LICHFIELD :  I  beg  to 
thank  the  noble  Marquess  for  the 
extremely  satisfactory  answer  he  has 
been  able  to  give  to  my  question.  I  am 
sure  the  concessions  to  which  he  has 
referred  will  be  gratefully  received 
throughout  the  country. 

MILITIA    RECRUITS  SENT  TO  SOUTH 
AFRICA-MUSKETRY  TRAINING. 

♦The  Duke  of  BEDFORD:  I  beg  to 
ask  the  noble  Marquess  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  War  if  it  is  the  case  that  Milita 
recruits  have  been  sent  to  South  Africa 
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without  h&ving  previously  gone  through 
<i  recruit's  course  of  musketry. 


Army.     When  this  battalion  got  to  South 

Africa  the  men  proceeded  to  scrub  the 

equipment  in  order  to  get  off  the  pipe- 

*The   Marquess   of   LANSDOWNE  : ;  clay,  and  the  buckles  and  everything  else 

My  Lords,  it  is  the  case  that  some  Militia- !  tumbled  off  at  the  same    time.       They 


anen  have  gone  to  South  Africa  who  have 


not  gone  through  the  recruit's  course  of   the  day  after  landing,  and  had  to  leave 

il-^ 1^1 :j.» £ 1 i.« r^u    i.U-,:-    ^«.,:-vw.«-.4.    «ll    i-lr^A    ...^   ..rUk 


juusketry.  The  recruit's  course  of  musketry 
can,  as  the  noble  Duke  knows,  be  gone 


were  ordered  to  go  to  the  Orange  River 


with  their   equipment  all   tied  up  with 
string  and  falling  off  their  backs.     Since 


through  at  any  time  during  a  man's  first  j  then  they  have  had  to  travel  considerable 
year  of  service,  and  it  was  thought  that  I  distances,  and  I  am  sure  the  noble  Mar- 
if  all  the  men  who  had  not  gone  through  j  quess  will  not  consider  that  their  con- 
the  course  were  left  behind  the  result !  ditiou  was  one  in  which  any  battalion  at 
"would  be  that  the  Militia  battalions  would  '  the  front  should  be  placed. 
he  deprived  of  the  services  of  a  number 

of  men  who,  in  point  of  age  and  in  other  *The  Marquess  of  LANSDOWNE : 
respects,  were  quite  fit  to  go  out  with  My  Lords,  I  was  somewhat  at  a  loss,  from 
their  battalions.  I  may  remind  the  noble  the  terms  of  my  noble  friend's  question, 
Duke  that  these  Militia  battalions  are  to  know  what  was  the  character  of  the 
intended  to  do  duty  on  the  lines  of  com- ;  complaint  he  intended  to  make.  He 
munication  in  South  Africa  under  condi- '  speaks  of  Militia  regiments  having  been  sent 
tiona  which  will,  it  is  expected,  give  them  j  to  South  Africa  with  old  belts  and  with  an 
^mple  opportunity  of  going  through  !  equipment  which  has  proved  useless, 
practice  in  musketry.  It  may  also,  I  Now,  if  the  noble  Lord  suggests  by  that 
perha^,  interest  him  to  know  that , on  that  Militia  battalions  have  been  sent  ou" 
Ixiard  every  transport  which  is  taking  out  with  worn-out  and  unserviceable  equip- 
Militia  battalions  a  certain  number  of  ment,  I  beg  to  tell  him  that  he  has  been 
roimds  of  ammunition  are  supplied  for  the  |  misinformed.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  he 
purpose  of  musketry  practice  on  board,  suggests  that  their  equipment  has  been  of 
■and  I  am  bound  to  say  that  if  a  man  older  design  than  that  which  is  issued  to 
learns  to  hit  the  mark  at  all  under  such  |  the  greater  part  of  the  rest  of  the  army, 
trying  circumstances  he  probably  would  j  then  he  is  perfectly  right.      The  equip- 


ment of  the  Militia  is  an  equipment  of 
older  date  than  that  which  the  greater 
part  of  the  Army  possesses.  It  is-  not, 
however,  the  case  that  the  equipment  now 
in  the  hands  of  the  Militia  is  not  also  in 
the  hands  of  part  of  tl\e  Army.     Part  of 


become  a  deadly  shot  by  the  time   he 
reached  his  destination  in  South  Africa. 

MILITIA   EQUIPMENT. 

Lord  BLYTHSWOOD  :  My  Lords,  I 
beg  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Secretary  |  the  troops  in  India,  the  garrison  artillery, 
of  State  for  War  to  the  fact  that  Militia  the  Army  Ordnance  Corps,  and  the  Army 
regiments  have  been  sent  to  South  Africa  '  Service  Corps  have,  I  believe,  the  ^same 
with  old  belts  and  equipment  which  has  '  equipment  as  that  now  in  the  hands  of 
proved  useless;  and  to  ask  whether  new  ,  the  Militia,  and,  although  the  Militia  equip- 
^uipment  should  not  at  once  be  served  ment  is  of  older  pattern  than  that  of  the 
out  to  these  regiments.  I  trust  my  noble  |  Army  it  is  by  no  means  a  prehistoric 
friend  will  not  think  for  a  moment  that  I  equipment,  nor,  to  the  best  of  my.  belief, 
hold  him  responsible,  for  the  Militia  an  unserviceable  one.  The  new  equip- 
equipment  has  been  old  for  a  very  long  ment  has  gradually  been  substituted  for 
period.  I  am  confident  that,  had  he  been  the  old  one  in  the  greater  part  of  the  Army, 
able,  the  noble  Marquess  would  have  seen  i  and  I  hope  in  due  time  the  new  equipment 
that  the  Militia  battalions  were  equipped  |  will  be  given  to  the  Militia  as  ^vell  as  to 
as  well  as  any  of  the  soldiers  of  Her  |  the  rest  of  the  Army.  But  I  have  to  add 
Majesty  the  Queen.  Still,  it  is  a  matter  |  this,  that  il  at  the  present  time  any  part 
of  great  importance.  The  equipment  of  of  the  Militia  equipment  is  in  an  un- 
the  battalion  which  I  commanded  was  oli  |  serviceable  condition,  it  is  the  command- 
when  it  was  sent  to  us  fifteen  years  ago,  ing  officers  of  the  Militia  who  are  to  blame 
and  the  names  of  the  regiments  who  had  for  its  being  in  such  condition.  It  is 
worn  it  were  upon  it.  It  was  quite  clearly  laid  down  in  the  Militia  regulations 
obsolete,  for  we  did  not  get  it  till  another  i  that  it  is  the  duty  of  every  commanding 
etjuipment  was  served  out  to  the  British  |  officer  to  sec  that  the  equipment  of  his 
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battalion  is  in  a  proper  and  serviceable 
state,  and  if  he  finds  that  any  part  of  it 
is  not  in  such  a  state  it  is  his  business  to 
apply  to  the  proper  department  for  the 
substitution  of  articles  necessary  to  make 
good  the  wear  and  tear  of  the  equipment. 
If  that  has  not  been  done  the  fault  does 
not  lie  with  the  War  Office,  but  with 
officers  who  have  failed  to  perform  duties 
clearly  imposed  upon  them  by  the  Militia 
regulations. 

Lord  BLYTHSWOOD  :  I  should  like 
to  tell  the  noble  Marquess  that,  during 
the  twenty  years  I  was  in  command  of 
the  battalion,  I  reported  almost  every 
year  that  the  equipment  was  unservice- 
able in  many  ways,  and  seldom  got  an 
answer. 

HouHe  adjourned  at  a  quarter  before 
Five  ot  the  clock,  till  To- 
morrow, half-past  Ten  of  the 
clock. 


HOUSE    OF    COxMMONS 

Thursday,  loth  March,  1900. 


PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 


PRIVATE  lULI.  PETITIONS  (STANDING 
ORDERS  NUT  COMPLIED  WITH). 

Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon  the  Table  Re- 
port from  one  of  the  Examiners  of  Petitions 
for  Private  Bills,  That,  in  the  case  of  the 
Petition  for  the  following  Bill,  the  Stand- 
ing Orders  have  not  been  complied  with, 
viz.  : — 

Central  London  Railway. 

Ordered,  That  the  Report  l)e  referred 
to  the  Select  Committee  on  Standing 
Orders. 

RUGELEY  GAS  BILL, 
Read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

ST.  DAVID'S  RAILWAY  (ABANDON 
MENT)  BILL. 

"For  the  abandonment  of  the  St. 
David's  Railway ;  and  for  other  purposes," 
read  the  first  time ;  and  referred  to  the 
Examiners  of  Petitioners  for  Private  Bills. 

CENTRAL  LONDON  RAILWAY. 

Petition  for  Bill ;  referred  to  the  Select 
Committee  on  Standing  Orders. 

The  Marquess  of  Lansdovme, 


ELECTRIC  POWER  BILLS  (BY  ORDER). 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  the  Committee  of  Selection  do 
appoint  a  Committee,  not  exceeding 
Seven  Members,  to  whom  shall  be  com- 
mitted the  following  Private  Bills  by 
which  it  is  proposed  to  supply  electric 
power : — 

Lancashire  Electric  Power  Bill  ; 

Durham  (County  of)  Electric  Power 
Supply  BiU ; 

South  Wales  Electrical  Power  Distribu- 
tion Bill ; 

Tyneside  Electric  Power  Bill  ; 

(read  a  second  time  on   Thursday,   1st 
March)." — {Ij)rd  Bakarres.) 

Mr.  galloway  (Manchester,  S.W.) 
said  the  effect  of  the  Amendment  which 
he  proposed  to  move,  if  carried,  would  be 
that  the  Bill  would  be  referred  to  an  ordi- 
nary Select  Committee  of  fifteen  members^ 
nominated  by  the  House  of  Commons,  on 
which  both  the  promoters  and  the  oppo- 
nents to  the  Bill  would  be  represented. 
Whereas  the  result  of  the  motion  m^de 
by  the  noble  Lord  would  be  that  the  Bill 
would  go  before  a  Committee  supposed  to 
be  impartial  but  on  which  neither  side 
would  be  able  to  rely.  He  was  rather 
surprised  at  the  course  taken  by  the 
noble  Lord  having  regard  to  the  facts 
that  after  the  Second  Reading  of  the  BUI 
the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  said 
he  would  not  have  the  Bill  referred  to 
the  Private  Bill  Committee  but  to  what 
might  be  called  a  Consultation  Com 
mittee.  He  did  not  know  what  might  be 
meant  bv  that,  but  no  consultation  had 
taken  place  so  far  as  he  could  see,  and  the 
great  object  of  his  Amendment  would  be 
the  appointment  of  a  Committee  in  which 
both  those  who  were  opposed  and  those 
who  were  favourable  to  the  KU  would 
have  entire  confidence. 

<*SiR  ALBERT  ROLLIT  (IsHngton^ 
S.)  in  seconding  the  Amendment  ex- 
pressed surprised  at  the  inaction  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  upon  the  subject.  The 
hon.  right  Gentleman  the  President  when 
the  Bill  was  before  the  House  had  made 
a  suggestion,  which  was  the  basis  of  what 
subsequent!  V  occurred,  that  there  should 
bo  a  Hybrid  Conunittee.  The  one  thin^ 
in  favour  of  tha^  was  that  it  would 
bo  composed  of  experts,  which  was  very 
necessary  in  such  a  matter  as  was  now 
before  the  House.     He  hoped  that  what- 
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ever  might  be  done  a  Committee  would 
be  found  which  would  give  an  impartial 
and  expert  consideration  to  the  subject, 
which  was  of  most  vital  impoi'tanco  to 
both  the  municipalities  and  the  public. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  To  leave  out  the  words  *  the  Committee  of 
Selection  do  appoint  a  Committee,  not  exceed- 
ing seven  members/  in  order  to  insert  the 
words  *  a  Select  Committee  be  appointed  *  in- 
■fttead  thereof." — {Mr.  Gallouxiy.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stanil  part  of  the 
Question." 

Dr.  FARQUHARSON  (Aberdeen- 
«hire,  W.)  supported  the  motion,  and 
could  not  conceive  a  better  tribunal  to 
«end  a  Bill  to  than  a  Committee  of  the 
character  suggested  by  the  noble  Lord. 
Such  a  Committee  was  not  subject  to  the 
loose  and  slippery  attendance  which 
characterised  the  other  Committees  of 
the  House. 

Mr.  monk  (Gloucester)  hoped  that 
the  House  would  adopt  the  motion  and 
reject  the  Amendment.  The  members  of 
such  a  Committee  were  compelled  to 
.attend  and  hear  evidence  before  they 
came  to  a  decision,  and  if  hon.  Members 
<lid  not  attend  they  were  reported  to 
the  House. 

♦Sir  F.  S,  POWELL  (Wigan)  believed 
that  this  was  a  matter  deeply  affecting 
the  welfare  of  the  people,  and  that  the 
House  ought  to  appoint  a  strong  Com- 
mittee to  deal  with  it.  It  appeared  to 
him  essential  that  the  Committee  should 
partake  of  a  judicial  character,  and  the 
proper  way  to  deal  with  the  matter  was 
to  send  it  to  the  Committee  of  Selection, 
"who  had  always  performed  their  duty  with 
^eat  success.  He  deprecated  altogether 
the  appointment  of  a  Committee  by  the 
ordinary  procedure,  under  which  the  mem- 
bers of  a  Select  Committee  were  appointed. 
One  advantage  of  such  a  Committee  as 
was  proposed  was  the  certainty  of  atten- 
<lance.  In  the  Police  and  Sanitary  Com- 
mittee important  issues  might  be  decided 
by  gentlemen  who  had  not  heanl  the 
-evidence,  but  who  picked  up  what  infor- 
mation they  could  in  a  hurried  maimer 
before  giving  their  votes.  This  was  not 
merely  a  local,  it  was  a  national  ((uestion, 
^affecting  the  commerce,  health  and 
welfare  of  the  people  of  the  country  ;  and 


the  strongest  possible  Committee  should 
be  appointed  to  consider  it.  The  only 
way  of  avoiding  the  difficulty  of  decid- 
ing questions  by  gentlemen  who  had 
not  heard  the  evidence  was  to  insist 
upon  a  full  attendance  of  the  members  serv- 
ing on  the  Committee.  Perhaps  attendance 
could  not  be  made  compulsory  without 
notice,  but  at  any  rate  the  House  qould  in- 
sist upon  a  full  quorum  of  seven.  He  might 
mention  that  his  own  constituents  were 
greatly  interested  in  this  matter,  as  they 
were  proposing  to  spend  .£90,000  upon 
electric  power  undertakings. 

The  patronage  SECRETARY  to 
THE  TREASURY  (Sir  William  Wal- 
ROND,  Devonshire,  Tiverton)  thought  the 
matter  was  of  such  great  importance,  that 
it  was  advisable  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  should  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  expressing  his  views.  He  there- 
fore moved  the  adjournment  of  the 
debate. 

Delmte  adjourned  till  to-morrow. 

HAMILTON  BURGH  BILL. 

Reported,  with  Amendments ;  Report 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

SOUTHPORT  EXTENSION  AND 
TRAMWAYS  BILL. 

Reported,  with  Amendments ;  Report 
to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 


PETITJOXS. 


SALE  OF  INTOXICATING  LIQUORS  ON 
SUNDAY  BILL. 

Petitions  in  favour,  from  King's  Lyiui 
j  (two) ;  West  Lynn ;  and  Wolverhampton  ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

SALE  OF  INTOXU  ATING  LIQUORS  To 
CHILDREN  BILL. 

Petitions  in  favour,  from  Patrixbourn<? ; 
Stanford  ;  Wolverhampton  ;  Glasgow  ; 
and  Eccles  :  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


SUNDAY  CLOSING  (MONMOUTHSHIRE) 

BILL. 

Petitions  against,  from  Blaenavon  ;  and 
North  Monmouthshire  (two) ;  to  lie  upon 
the  Table. 
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SUNDAY  CLOSING  (MONMOUTHSHIRE) 

BILL. 


Petitions    in   favour,  from    Islington ; 
South  -  West     Yorkshire  ;     Rotherham  ; 
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BANKING  AND  RAILWAY  STATISTICS 

(IRELAND). 

Copy  presented,  of  Banking  and  Kail- 
way  Statistics  (Ireland)  to  31  st  December, 


Patrixboume;   Acton;   Shipley;  Coven- 1  1S99   [by   command];   to   lie   upon    the- 
try  ;  Standford  ;  Leeds ;   Oakley  ;  Orms-    Table. 


kirk  (two)  ;  Trevethin ;  Abergavenny  ; 
Wolverhampton ;  and  London ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

TOWN  COUNCILS  (SCOTLAND)  BILL. 

Petition  from  Oalston,  in  favour  ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 


AMERICAN  MAILS. 

Return  [presented  14th  March]  to  be 
printed.     [No.  96.] 

EMIGRATION  (COLONIES). 

Copy  presented,  of  Report  on  the  Emi" 
grants  Information  Office  for  the  year 
ended  31st  December,  1899  [by  Com- 
mand] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

CORPORAL  PUNISHMENT. 

Return  presented,  relative  thereto 
[Address  1 6th  February  ;  Mr,  Lloyd  Mor- 
gan] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

MEDICAL  COUNCILS. 

Accounts   presented,  for   1899   of  the 
(Jeneral    Medical    Council    and    Branch 
»  Councils,  and  of  the  Dental  Re^stration 
Fund  [by  Act]  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

SUPERANNUATION  ACT,  1884. 

Copy  presented,  of  Treasury  Minute, 
dated  5th  March,  1900,  declaring  that 
Mr.  Edwin  Chadwick,  postmaster,  I)ukin- 
field,  Post  Office  Department,  was  ap- 
pointed without  a  Civil  Service  certificate 
through  inadvertence  on  the  part  of  the 
head  of  his  department  [by  Act] ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

LIFE  ASSURANCE  COMPANIES. 

Copy  presented,  of  Statements  of 
Account,  and  of  Life  Assurance  and 
Annuity  Business  and  Abstracts  of 
Actuarial  Reports,  deposited  with  the 
Hoard  of  Trade  during  1899  [by  Act]; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 
[No.  97.] 


TREATY  SERIES  (Na  6.  1900). 
Copy  presented,  of  International 
Sanitary  Convention.  Signed  at  Venice^ 
19th  March,  1899.  [Ratificatioos  de- 
posited at  Rome]  [by  command] ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

PAPER  LAID  UPON  THE  TABLE  BY 
THE  CLERK  OF  THE  HOUSE. 

Charitable  Endowments  (London). — 
Further  Return  relative  thereto  [ordered 
2nd  August,  1894;  Mr.  F.  S,  SUven- 
son] ;  to  be  printed.     [No.  98.] 

ARRESTS  FOR  DRUNKENNESS 
(IRELAND). 

Return  ordered,  "giving  the  number 
of  Arrests  for  Drunkenness  within  the 
Metropolitan  Police  District  of  Dublin 
and  the  cities  of  Belfast,  Cork,  Limerick, 
and  Waterford  on  Sundays  between  the 
1st  day  of  May,  1898,  and  the  30th  day 
of  April,  1899,  both  days  inclusive,  the 
Arrests  being  given  from  8  a.m.  on  Sun- 
days till  8  a.m.  on  Mondays." 

"  And,  similar  Returns  for  the  rest  of 
Ireland,  from  the  1st  day  of  May,  1898, 
to  the  30th  day  of  April,  1899  (in  con- 
tinuation of  Parliamentary  Paper,  No. 
219,  of  Session  1898)."— (Afr.  fFilUavt 
Johnston.) 

IMPERIAL    YEOMANRY. 

Address  for  "  Return  showing  the 
number  of  Companies  of  Imperial  Yeo- 
manry that  have  been  formed,  the  naine» 
of  the  Regiments  and  of  the  counties 
from  which  each  Company  has  been 
raised,  the  number  that  have  embarked 
with  horses,  and  the  number  that  hare 
left  either  wholly  or  partially  without 
horses." — (Mr.  Strachey.) 


NEW    WRIT. 

For  the  Borough  of  Lambeth  ( Brixton 
Division^  in  the  room  of  the  Hon.  Evelyn 
Hubbara  (Chiltern  Hundreds).  —  (&r 
IVilUain  IValrond.) 

LEAVE   OF  ABSENCE. 

To  the  Marquess  of  Lome,  until  Easter* 
on  account  of  ill-health. — (Sir  JFilliam 
IValrond.) 
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CENSUS  (EXPENSES). 

Committee  to  consider  of  authorising 
the  payment,  out  of  moneys  to  be  pro- 
vided by  Parliament,  of  any  Expenses  in- 
curred for  the  purposes  of  the  Census, 
under  any  Acts  of  the  present  Session  for 
taking  the  Census  in  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland  (Queen's  Recommendation  signi- 
fied), To-morrow. — (Sir  fFilliam  fFalrond.) 


QUESTIONS. 


SOUTH  AFRICAN  WAR-BOER  OVER- 
TURES FOR  PEACE  -  AMERICAN 
GOOD  OFFICES. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOXD  (Clare, 
K) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury  whether  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  has  offered  its  good  offices 
to  Her  Majesty's  Government  with  a 
view  to  bringing  about  peace  in  South 
Africa. 

The  FIRST  LORD  of  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Manchester, 
E.) :  The  United  States  Charge  d'Affaires 
on  the  13th  inst.  communicated  to  Lord 
Salisbury  the  following  telegram  which  he 
had  received  from  Mr.  Hay  : — 

**  By  way  of  friendly  good  offices  you  will 
inform  theRntiBh  Minister  for  Foreign  Affairs 
that  I  am  to-day  in  receipt  of  a  telegram  from 
the  United  States  Consul  at  Pretoria  reporting 
that  the  Governments  of  the  two  African 
Republics  request  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  intervene  with  a  view  to  the  cessation 
of  hostilities ;  and  that  a  similar  request  is 
made  to  representatives  of  Eurooean  Powers. 
In  communicating  this  reqne:it  I  am  directed 
bv  the  President  of  the  United  States  to 
express  his  earnest  hope  that  a  way  to  bring 
about  peace  may  be  found,  and  to  say  that  he 
would  be  glad  'to  aid  in  any  friendly  manner 
to  bring  alM)nt  so  happy  a  result." 

Lord  Salisbury  requested  Mr.  White  to 
convey  to  the  United  States  Government 
the  sincere  acknowledgments  of  Her 
Majesty's  Government  for  the  friendly 
tone  of  their  communication,  but  stated 
that  Her  Majesty's  Government  does  not 
propose  to  accept  the  intervention  of  any 
I*ower  in  the  South  African  war. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND :  May  I 
ask  whether  inten^ention  was  not  allowed 
in  the  case  of  Venezuela  1 

♦Mr.  speaker  :  Order,  order  ! 

PRESS  CENSORSHIP— SUPPRESSED 
TELEGRAMS. 

Mr.  LLOYD  GEORGE  (Carnarvon): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary   of 


State  for  War  whether  a  cablegram, 
cabled  on  14th  February  to  the  New.% 
Cape  Town,  by  the  South  African  Con- 
ciliation Committee,  to  the  effect  that  an 
influential  conference  was  held  on  that 
day  supporting  a  vigorous  Liberal  policy, 
and  expressing  appreciation  of  the  efforts 
of  the  Cape  Colony  and  Natal  ministers 
for  peace  and  the  conference's  sense  of 
the  diflBculties  to  Colonists  and  of  the 
strain  especially  inflicted  on  the  Dutch  by 
the  war,  with  which  they  are  out  of 
sympathy,  has  been  suppressed  by  the 
censors ;  and  under  what  law  or  regula- 
tion the  legally  adopted  resolutions  of  a 
legal  meeting  have  been  thus  suppressed. 

*The  FINANCIAL  SECRETARY  to 
THE  WAR  OFFICE  (Mr.  J.  Powell- 
Williams,  Birmingham,  S.) :  No  infor- 
mation has  reached  this  oflice  that  such  a 
telegram  was  stopped  by  any  of  the 
censors. 


MEDALS    FOR    SOUTH   AFRICAN 
SERVICE. 

Mr.  CHANNING  (Northamptonshire, 
E.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of 
State  for  War  whether  it  is  under  con- 
sideration to  award  any  medal  or  other 
distinction  to  the  officers  and  men  who 
defended  Ladysmith,  and  especially  in 
recognition  of  the  gallantry  shown  in  the 
repulse  of  the  attack  on  6th  January. 

*Mr.  J.  PO WELL- WILLIAMS :  The 
question  of  the  grant  of  medals  for 
services  in  South  Africa  must  be  con- 
sidered as  a  whole. 


SELECTION  OF  TROOPS  FOR  ACTIVE 
SERVICE— MANCHESTER  AND  WOR- 
CESTERSHIRE  REGIMENTS. 

General  LAURIE  (Pembrokeshire, 
Haverfordwest) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under 
Secretary  for  War  whether  the  2nd 
Battalion  Manchester  Regiment  and  1st 
Battalion  Worcestershire  Regiment  kre 
part  of  the  8th  Division  now  about  to  be 
despatched  to  South  Africa,  and  whether 
the  linked  battalions  of  these  two 
regiments  are  already  serving  there ; 
whether  there  are  any  exceptional 
reasons  that  have  induced  the  military 
authorities  to  select  these  two  battalions 
for  active  service  under  the  conditicms 
above  named,  when  within  the  last  few 
days  it  has  been  stated  that  the  War 
Office  consider  it  is  undesirable  to  fiend 
a  battalion    to  South   Africa  if  it  can 
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be  avoided  when  another  battalion  of  the 
same  regiment  is  already  there ;  and 
what  number  of  men  it  has  been  found 
necessary  to  draw  from  the  Army  and 
Militia  Reserves  to  bring  them  up  re- 
spectively to  war  strength. 

♦Mr.  J.  POWELL-WILLIAMS:  The 
battalions  in  question  proceed  to  South 
Africa  as  part  of  the  8th  Division.  They 
belong  to  four  battalion  regiments,  in 
each  of  which  two  of  the  battalions  will 
remain  at  home.  They  will  require  456 
and  498  men  respectively  from  the  Army 
Resen'e,  but  none  from  the  Militia 
Reserve, 

General  LAURIE  :  May  I  ask  when 
the  3rd  and  4th  Battalions  were  raised  1 

*Mr.  J.  POWELL-WILLIAMS :  Will 
the  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  give 
notice  of  that  question  1 

AUSTRALASIAN  CONTINGENTS. 

Sir  J.  FERGUSSON  (Manchester, 
N.E.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Colonies  whether  he  will  lay  upon 
the  Table  further  Papers  on  the  subject 
of  the  contingents  of  mounted  troops 
furnished  by  the  colonies  of  Australia 
and  New  Zealand ;  whether  the  latter 
colony  was  not  behindhand  in  complying 
with  the  invitation  of  Her  Majesty's 
Government  to  send  a  contingent  of  bush- 
men,  but  had  in  fact  anticipated  that 
invitation ;  and  if  there  are  any  further 
particulars  of  these  acts  of  loyalty  which 
he  would  state  to  the  House. 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for 
THE  COLONIES  (Mr.  J.  Chamberlain, 
Birmingham,  W.):  (1)  Further  Papers 
will  be  laid  as  soon  as  the  correspondence 
as  to  the  force  now  being  raised  is  com- 
plete. (2)  The  New  Zealand  Government 
on  the  3rd  of  February  last  offered,  in 
addition  to  the  four  contingents  furnished 
by  the  colony,  to  raise  a  further  force  of 
the  bushmen  class  for  general  service  in 
South  Africa  during  the  war.  This  offer 
was  accepted,  and  the  men,  who  will 
number  500,  will  serve  on  the  same  terms 
as  the  men  now  being  raised  by  the 
Australian  colonies.  The  total  number 
offered  and  provided  by  New  Zealand  is 
1,450.  In  proportion  to  population  this 
would  be  equal  to  a  force  of  80,000  men 
from  the  United  Kingdom.  (3)  Full 
information  will  be  contained  in  the 
Papers. 


Qacstioths. 

WEST    INDIES— OFFER    OF 
CONTINGENTS. 
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Mr.  CALDWELL  (Lanarkshire,  Mid) 
(for  Mr.  Hedderwick,  Wick  Burghs): 
On  behalf  of  my  hon.  friend,  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies  whether  certain  of  our  loyal 
colonies  in  the  West  Indies  offered  to  con- 
tribute contingents  to  our  forces  in  the 
field  in  South  Africa ;  and,  if  so,  whether, 
with  due  regard  to  public  policy,  he  can 
state  the  grounds  upon  which  the  offer 
was  declined. 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN  :  Such  offers 
were  made  and  gratefully  acknowledged. 
Any  refusal  of  a  European  contingent 
as,  for  example,  from  Trinidad,  was 
mainly  due  to  the  number  offered  not 
being  large  enough  to  constitute  a  mili- 
tary unit, 

MAGAZINE  RIFLES. 
Mr.  CALDWELL  (for  Mr.  Hedder 
wick)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary 
of  State  for  War  whether  the  service  riflt^ 
now  in  use  by  our  troops  weighs  nearly 
I  lb.  more  than  the  Mauser,  the  Mann- 
licher,  and  the  weapon  of  the  United 
States  Army;  whether  the  magazine  of 
the  British  rifle  can  only  be  refilled  by 
placing  single  cartridges  one  at  a  time  in 
the  slot,  whereas  the  magazine  of  the 
Mauser  rifle  used  by  the  Boers  can  be  re- 
charged by  a  single  movement  of  the 
hand ;  whether  the  ammunition  in  use 
for  the  British  rifle  is  heavier  than  that 
in  use  by  the  leading  Continental  armies, 
and  whether,  in  consequence,  a  smaller 
supply  is  carried  by  the  British  soldier 
than  by  the  German,  French,  or  Italian 
soldier;  and  whether  weight  of  equip- 
ment and  rapidity  of  loading  are  points 
of  grave  military  importance. 

♦Mr.  J.  POWELL- WILLIAMS :  There 
are  many  patterns  of  Mannlichers  and 
Mausers,  and  the  Bntish  rifle  is  hea^ner 
than  some  and  lighter  than  others.  The 
American  army  rifle  is  i  lb.  heavier  than 
the  British  rifle.  The  statements  made 
in  paragraph  2  are  accurate,  but  there  are 
reasons  for  preferring  the  arrangements 
for  loading  which  have  Ijeen  adopted  in 
the  British  rifle.  The  British  cartrid^ 
weighs  less  than  either  the  French, 
German,  Austrian,  or  American,  while 
the  British  soldier  carries  150  rounds,  the 
French  carries  120,  the  German  160,  and 
the  Italian  96.  The  reply  to  the  fourth  . 
paragraph  is  in  the  aflirmative. 
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RETIKED  CAVALRY  OFFICERS. 
Captain  NORTON  (Newington,  W.) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  vVar  what  is  the  number  of  retired 
cavalry  officers  of  the  rank  of  captain 
available  for  service  under  Article  486c 
of  the  Royal  Warrant  of  1896 ;  what 
Dumber  of  such  officers  are  at  present 
employed  in  connection  with  the  war; 
and  if  it  is  the  intention  of  the  War  Office 
to  recall  any  of  these  officers  under 
Article  666  of  Royal  Warrant,  1896, 
during  the  present  emergency. 

♦Mr.  J.  POWELL-WILLIAMS:  The 
answer  to  the  first  question  is  107  ;  to  the 
second,  36  ;  and  to  the  third,  in  the  affir- 
mative. 

DESTRUCTION  OF  PRIVATE  PROPERTY 
BY  THE  BOERS— THREATS  TO    DES 
TROY    JOHANNESBURG. 

Sir  ALFRED  HICKMAN  (Wolver- 
hampton, W.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Glomes  whether  his 
attention  has  been  called  to  the  state- 
ment that  the  Boers  have  wrecked  the 
coal  mines  near  Ladysmith,  and  that 
Government  officials  openly  express  their 
determination  to  demolish  the  whole  of 
the  machinery  and  plant  of  the  leading 
gold  mines,  and  to  destroy  the  principal 
buildings  in  Johannesburg ;  and  whether 
he  will  take  into  consideration  the 
advisability  of  warning  President  Kruger 
that  he  will  be  held  personally  responsible 
for  wanton  damage  to  private  property. 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN:  (1)  I  have 
observed  such  statements  in  the  news- 
papers. (2)  The  matter  is  under  con- 
sideration, but  I  would  remind  the 
hon.  Member  that  on  the  outbreak  of  the 
war  President  Kruger  was  warned  that 
he  and  his  Government  were  expected  to 
protect  the  lives  and  property  of  all 
peaceable  persons,  and  will  be  held 
responsible  for  any  acts  committed  con- 
trary to  the  usages  of  civilised  people  (see 
pages  41  and  69  of  C.  9530). 

CASUALTIES— WAR   OFFICE    COMMU- 
NICATION    WITH    RELATIVES. 

Mr.  DUCKWORTH  (Lancashire,  Mid- 
dleton) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  War  whether  he  is 
aware  that  a  Reservist  from  Rochdale 
named  Kierman,  who  joined  his  regiment 
^the  Scottish  Rifles)  in  South  Africa  and 
.  was  afterwards  transferred  to  the  mounted 
infantry  at  Colenso,  has  died  of  wounds 


received  at  that  place,  and  that  his 
mother  has  had  no  official  notification 
of  this  fact  except  through  a  letter  just 
received  from  the  captain  of  Kierman's 
company ;  and  whether  it  is  usual  for  the 
War  Office  to  inform  the  nearest  of  kin 
in  such  cases. 

♦Mr.  J.  POWELL-Wn.LIAMS  :  The 
fact  that  Kierman  had  been  wounded  was 
duly  notified  to  the  regimental  depot 
for  report  to  the  next  of  lun,  but  by  some 
accident,  which  is  puch  regretted,  the 
circumstance  that  he  died  later  of  his 
wound  was  overlooked.  The  usual  prac- 
tice is  to  notify  casualties  to  the  regimen- 
tal district,  whence  they  are  communi- 
cated to  the  next  of  kin. 

PROMOTIONS  FROM  THE  RANKS. 

Mr.  SOAMES  (Norfolk,  S.) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  whether  any  commissions  have 
been  given  to  men  from  the  ranks  in  con- 
nection with  the  war  in  South  Africa ; 
and,  if  so,  how  many. 

*Mr.  J.  POWELL  -WILLIAMS  :  As  I 
have  already  told  the  House,  no  recom- 
mendations for  the  promotion  of  men 
from  the  ranks  to  commissions  for  ser- 
vices in  the  field  have  yet  been  received 
from  Lord  Roberts. 

NUMBER  OF  CONVALESCENT 
WOUNDED. 

Mr.  WINGFIELD-DIGBY  (Dorset- 
shire, N.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  War  whether  he  will 
give  the  actual  or  approximate  number  of 
those  who  have  been  returned  wounded 
since  the  commencement  of  the  war,  who 
are  already  cured  of  their  wounds  and 
back  again  at  the  front. 

♦Mr.  J.  POWELL-WILLIAMS  :  I  can 
give  figures  up  to  the  2nd  February, 
which  are  as  follows  :  —  Wounded  : 
officers,  261  ;  non-commissioned  officers 
and  men,  4,583.  Returned  to  duty : 
officers,  67  ;  non-commissioned  officers 
and  men,  705.  These  figures  do  not 
include  casualties  in  Ladysmith  and 
Kimberley'  since  investment. 

MARTIAL    LAW-DUTCH    PRISONERS 
AT    SIMONSTOWN. 

Mr.  COURTNEY  (Cornwall,  Bodmin) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies  whether  he  can  give  any  further 
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•  information  respecting  the  three  persons 
who  were  taken  back  into  a  proclaimed 
district  after  application  had  been  made 
to  the  High  Court  at  Cape  Town,  as  to 
whom  a  writ  of  h'lbeds  corpus  was  subse- 
quently issued  by  the  High  Court  and 
made  returnable  on  Monday  last. 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN:  Sir  A. 
Milner  informed  me  on  the  6th  instant 
that  he  had  received  a  report  from  the 
.  military  authorities  to  the  effect  that  the 
general  officer  commanding  Orange  River 
had  been  carefully  into  the  case  of  the 
three  men  and  had  ordered  their  release, 
there  not  being  evidence  to  convict. 


AGE  OF  RECRUITS-CASE  OF   JAMES 

MARTIN. 

Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN  (Kilkenny) : 
I  l>eg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  what  is  the  legal  age  at  which 
the  military  authorities  can  retain  a 
recruit  who,  having  enlisted,  has  claimed 
his  discharge  either  by  himself  or  his  legal 
guardians  on  the  grounds  that  he  is  under 
age ;  whether  a  boy  named  James  Martin 
enlisted  in  the  1st  Battalion  of  the  Dublin 
Fusiliers  last  October,  and  whether  his 
parents  claimed  his  discharge  on  the 
grounds  that  he  was  under  age,  and 
enclosed  the  official  certificate  of  his 
birth,  showing  his  exact  age  was  seven- 
teen years  and  six  months ;  and  whether 
it  is  intended  to  discharge  James  Martin  ; 
and,  if  not,  on  what  grounds  is  he 
retained. 

*Mr.  J.  POWELL-WILLIAMS  :  There 
is  no  legal  age.  The  practice  is  to  let  a 
recruit  go  who  is  under  seventeen  years 
of  age  if  his  discharge  is  claimed.  If  he 
is  over  seventeen  the  discretion  rests 
entirely  with  the  general  officer  command- 
ing the  district.  In  this  case  he  has 
decided  to  retain  James  Martin,  and  the 
man  will  accordingly  be  held  to  serve. 

Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN:  Do  I 
understand  the  hon.  Gentleman  to  say 
that  Martin  will  be  discharged  ? 

*Mr.  J.  POWELL-WILLIAMS  :  I  said 
just  the  reverse. 

Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN:  Suppose 
Martin  is  a  ward  in  Chancery  ] 

*Mr.  SPEAKER  :  Order,  order  ! 


I  ARMY    MEDICAL    DEPARTMENT-RE 
FORTS  AFTER  1897. 

Dr.  TANNER  (Cork  County,  Mid) :  I 
bdg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  why  no  Report  for  the  Army 
I  Medical  Department  has  l)een  issued  since 
I  the  Report  for  the  year  1897  ;  what  has 
I  been  the  cause  of  the  deLav  ;  and  when  the 
next  Report  will  hd  given  in  succession  to 
Vol.  xxxix. 

♦Mr.  J.  POWELL- WILLI  A  MS  :  The 
Roport  for  1898  will  shortly  be  issued. 

COAST  DEEEXCE  GUNS. 

Mr.  McKENNA  (Monmouthshire,  N.> 
(for  Mr.  C.  E.  Skaw,  Stafford) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  whether  some  of  the  most  modern 
guns  have  been  removed  from  their 
places  in  the  coast  defences  and  sent  to 
South  Africn  :  and  if  so,  what  8tep6  have 
been  taken  lo  replace  them  with  others 
equally  or  possibly  more  efficient. 

*Mr.  J.  POWELL-WILLIAMS:  No 
modern  guns  have  been  removed  from 
their  places  in  defences  and  sent  to  South 
Africa. 


MISCONDUCT    OF    (;  ).VEIINMEXT 
CONTRACTORS. 

Mr.  HOWELL  (Denbigh  Boroughs)  i 
I  be^to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  whether  he  is  aware  that  the 
business  of  J.  Bennett  and  Sons,  which 
has  been  recently  struck  off  the  list  of 
contractors  to  the  War  Office  on  the 
ground  of  supplying  defective  stores  for 
the  use  of  Her  5lajesty's  Field  Force  in 
South  Africa,  was  some  time  ago  pur- 
chased by  Underwood  and  Sons,  Limited, 
who  have  since  carried  on  the  business 
under  the  name  and  style  of  J.  Bennett 
and  Sons ;  whether  the  said  Underwood 
and  Sons,  Limited,  had  before  purchasing 
the  businens  of  Bennett  and  Sons  been 
struck  off  the  list  of  Wa^*  Office  contrac- 
tors for  malpractices  in  the  execution  of 
contracts  ;  and  whether  he  is  aware  that 
the  said  Underwood  and  Sons,  Limited, 
although  struck  off  the  War  Office  list  of 
contractors,  have  subsequently,  under  the 
name  and  style  of  Bennett  and  Sons, 
executed  large  contracts  for  the  War 
Office,  including  that  which  has  led  to 
their  being  again  struck  off  the  War 
Office  list  as  J.  Bennett  and  Sons; 
whether  he  can  state  whether  any  and 
what  person  is  responsible  for  ascertaining 
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the  identity  of  contractors  executing  con-  ^  with  me  in  the  matter.     There  is  not  the 


tracts  for  the  War  Office ;  and  whether 
he  can  state  whether  any  and  what  pre- 


least  disposition  to  screen  or  shelter  any- 
one.    The  hesitation  of  the  Secretary  of 


cautions  are  taken  to  prevent  contractors  i  State  to  disclose,  at  first,  the  two  names 


guilty  of  malpractices  continuing  to  con- 
tract with  the  War  Office  after  being 
struck  off  the  list  under  circumstances 
similar  to  the  above. 


of  these  contractors,  whose  names  appear 
in  the  Returns  given  to  the  House,  was 
solely  due  to  the  fact  that  litigation  was 
pending  between  them  which  might  have 
been  prejudiced  by  his  so  doing. 


Major  RASCH  (Essex,  S.E.) :  I  beg 
also  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War  I  ^j^j^j^  RASCH  :  In  reply  to  the  latter 
whether  Messrs.  Underwood  and  Sons,  I  ^  ^f  question,  will  the  hon.  Gentle- 
who  were  struck  off  the  list  of  contractors    ^^^  ^JJ^^l^^^   ^y^^   Government   will 

for  supplying  .rotten  hay  to   the  forces,  ,  prosecute  ? 
were  the   same  firm  which  l)ought  the  > 

name  and  business  of  Bennett,  and  again  ♦Mr.  J.  POWELL-WILLIAMS  :  Upon 
tendered  and  were  again  dismissed  from  I  that  point  I  have  to  say  that  the  Secre- 
the  list  of  contractors  for  a  similar  offence  !  tary  of  State  is  taking  legal  advice. 

shortly    afterwards;    and    whether    the,  t  a  mi?ci   r  rk^irrroi?t>      t    • 

Government  proposes  to  prosecute  this  '  ^^^\  JAMES  LOWTHER  :  Is  it  the 
fjrm  1  case  that  the  War  Office  only  recently 

*\T       T     T»/AnrT^T  T  iTTTT  T  T  *  X Tti     T^       '  took  back  a  coutractor  who  had  been  pre- 
rV."-  *^;  Pp^^  ELL-WILL  AMfe :  Ben- ,  ^^^^^    ^^^^^^  ^^ , 
nett  s,  until  they  were  recently  stmck  off  "^ 

the  list,  had  been  regular  contractors  to  the  |    ♦Mr.  SPEAKER :   Order,  order  !    The 
AVar  Office  since  1873.     Underwood's  was  j  right  hon.   Member  must  give  notice  of 
struck  off  the  list  in  1884.    It  would  now  '  that  question, 
appear  from  statements  made  by  Brown  | 

— the  other  contractor  recently  removed  ,      ^^R-  JAMES  LOWTHER:  Then  I  give 
from  the  list— that  Underwood  acquired  i  notice  that  I  shall  call  attention  to  the 
Bennett's  business,  and  has  been  dealing  '  matter  on  the  Estimates, 
with   the  Department    in    the   name   of  | 

Bennett.  The  Financial  Secretary,  ,  £riSH  FINANCIAL  RELATIONS,- 
through  his  executive  officers,  is  respon-  i  GOVERNMENT  STORES— COMPARA- 
sible  for  making  all  necessary  inquiries  TIVE  OUTLAY  IN  THE  THREE 
as  to  the   standing  of  contractors.     The  <     KINGDOMS. 

names  of  blacklisted  contractors  are  ]  Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND :  I  beg 
^videly  circulated  among  all  officers  likely  to  ask  the  Financial  Secretary  to  the 
to  be  concerned  ;  and  every  effort  is  made  War  Office  if  he  will  sanction  a  Return 
to  detect  any  attempt  on  the  part  of  such  I  showing  the  comparative  outlay  in  Eng- 
contractors  to  deal  with  the  War  Depart-  j  land,  Scotland,  and  Ireland  respectively 
ment  under  assumed  names.  I  on   foot  of  Grovernment  stores  and  sup- 

XM        T  A  WT.C1      T  ^«'rnTTMT»      /Tr  P^^^^  purchascd  since  the  beginning  of  the 

Mr.    JAMES     LOWTHEK      (Kent,  |  current  financial  year,  April  1st,  1899,  to 
Thanet) :  Does  my  hon.  fnend  see  any    ^^g  present  time, 
objection  now  to  give  the  Returns  in  the 

form  I  asked. for?— that  is,  to  give  the  ♦Mr.  J.  POWELL-WILLIAMS:  The 
Chnstian  names,  the  surnames,  and  ad-  preparation  of  such  a  Return  would  in- 
dresses  of  all  the  members  of  every  firm  y^ive  ^n  immense  amount  of  labour.  I 
which  were  struck  oflf  the  list.  qjj^  ^jq^^  prepared  to  impose  such  a  task 

♦xMr.  j.  POWELL-WILLIAMS  :  Does    upon  the  War  Office  at  the  present  time, 
mv  right  hon.  friend  mean  the  names  of  ^ 
all  contractbrs  that  have  ever  been  struck        Mr.   WILLIAM  REDMOND:  May  I 


off  the  list  t 

Mr.  JAMES    LOWTHER:     In   my 
motion  for  the  Return  I  said,  **  During 


ask  the  First  Lord  if  it  would  not  be 
possible  to  give  such  a  Return,  consider- 
ing the  great  importance  of  this  matter 


the  current  financial  year,"  but  I  should    j"  '^  bearing  upon  the  controversy  aris^ 

like  it  for  ten  years.  1"^,  ^"^   «^^^^«  ^?^^,  ^^  ,^>^.  financial 

Relations    Commission  1      It   is    of    the 


*Mr.  j.  POWELL-AVILLIAMS  :    Per- 
haps   my   right   hon.  friend    will  confer 


utmost  importance,  in  view  of  the  debate 
that  is  CO  nin*'  on  next  week. 
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Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  :  I  am  quite 
ready  to  make  inquiry  into  the  matter, 
but  I  understand  that  every  Irish  con- 
tractor has  as  great  facility  for  obtaining 
■contracts  as  English  and  Scotch  con- 
tractors. Consequently,  I  do  not  see  that 
the  Return  would  have  the  bearing  of 
which  the  hon.  Gentleman  speaks  upon 
the  debate. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND:  Will 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  facilitate  the 
obtaining  by  us  of  information  as  to  the 
comparative  outlay  upon  alleged  Im- 
perial purposes  in  England,  Scotland,  and 
Ireland  ? 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  :  If  that  ia  the 
inquiry  the  hon.  Gentleman  desires,  I 
flhall  be  glad  to  try  to  give  it,  but  I  am 
afraid  it  will  be  very  mtficult  to  obtain 
the  information. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND:  Will 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  facilitate  the 
obtaining  of  the  Returns  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible ? 

[No  answer  was  given.] 

WOOLWICH   CADETS— GUNS    FOR 
UUILL   PURPOSES. 

Mr.    so  AMES:    I    beg    to    ask    the 

Under    Secretary     of     State    for     War 

^vhether  the  cadets  at  the  Royal  Military 

Academy  at  Woolwich,    who  are  being 

trained   for   the  engineers  and  artillery, 

-are  taught  gun  drill  with  mruzzle-loading 

guns  of  an  obsolete  pattern  ;  and  whether 

the  Government  will  provide  guns  of  a 

modern  type   for  the  instruction  of  the 

cadets  at  Woolwich. 

*Mr.  J.  POWELL- WILLIAMS :  They 
have  breech-loading  guns  for  drill  pur- 
poses of  the  latest  type. 

RIFLE  RANGES. 

Mr,  SOAMES:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
whether  the  Government  requirements 
for  rifle  ranges  entail  the  provision  of  a 
piece  of  land  4,000  yards  long  by  500 
yards  wide ;  and,  whether  it  is  possible, 
by  means  of  screens,  to  provide  a  per- 
fectly safe  range  for  the  use  of  the  Lee- 
Enfield  rifle  on  a  much  smaller  piece  of 
land. 

*Mr.  J.  POWELL-WILLIAMS:  The 
<limensions  of  a  range  depend  entirely  on 
the  nature  of  the  country,  but  on  a  level 


site  for  a  1,000  yards  range  ground 
would  be  required  in  length  2,000  yards 
behind  the  butt,  and  in  breadth  200  yards  • 
at  the  butt,  and  500  yards  at  1,000  yards 
in  rear.  Inquiries  are  at  present  being 
made  in  regard  to  the  provision  of  safety 
ranges  of  smaller  dimensions. 


YEOMAN RY-THE  LONG   SERVICE 

MEDAL. 

Captain  NORTON:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  XVar  whether 
the  desirability  of  giving  to  the  Yeo- 
manry the  long-service  medal  now  given 
to  the  Volunteers  has  been  considered  ; 
and,  if  so,  what  decision  has  been 
arrived  at. 

♦Mr.  J.  POWELL-AVILLIAMS  :  This 
suggestion  has  been  repeatedly  made,  but 
it  has  not  been  thought  desirable  to 
adopt  it. 

VOLUNTEER    OFFICERS'    OUTFIT 
ALLOWANCE. 

Mr.  McKENNA  (for  Mr.  C.  K  Shaw): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Un(ler  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  whether  any  allowance  for  outfit 
will  be  provided  out  of  the  public  funds 
for  Volunteer  officers  proceeding  with 
active  service  companies  to  South  Africa, 
such  outfit  forming  no  part  of  their  ordi- 
nary equipment  and  being  of  no  further 
use  to  them  after  their  return  home  on 
the  conclusion  of  the  war. 

♦Mr.  J.  POWELL-WILLIAMS:  A 
capitation  allowance  of  £12  is  paid  to  the 
corps  for  the  provision  of  the  outfit  of 
each  officer  and  man  of  the  Volunteers 
proceeding  with  the  service  companies  to 
South  Africa. 


VOLUNTEER  CAPITATION  GRANT. 

Colonel  PRYCE  -  JONES  (Mont- 
gomery Boroughs)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
whether  it  is  intended  to  graduate  th«* 
Volunteer  capitation  grant  according 
to  the  area  covered  by  the  corps,  inas- 
much as  a  country  corps  may  require  as 
many  as  a  dozen  armouries  and  drill  halls, 
whereas  a  city  corps  need  only  requin* 
one. 

*Mr.  J.  POWELL-VVILLIAMS  :  I  am 
afraid  that  the  suggestion  of  my  honom- 
able  and  gallant  friend  would  not  prove 
practicable. 
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VOLUNTEERS-LOANS  TO  DETACHED 
COMPANIES— THE  NEW  VOLUNTEER 
RE(;ULATIONS. 

Sir  JOHN  KENNAWAY  (Devon, 
Honiton) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secre- 
tarv  of  State  for  War  if  assistance  will  be 
given  to  companies  other  than  head- 
quarter companies  to  raise  funds  for  the 
erection  of  drill  halls.  May  I  also  ask 
when  the  new  Volunteer  regulations  will 
be  out  ? 

♦Mr.  J.  POWELL-WILLIAMS  :  I  can- 
not answer  the  latter  question  without 
notice,  but  they  will  not  be  long,  certainly. 
The  same  assistance  in  the  nature  of 
facilities  for  the  grant  of  loans  is  given  to 
detached  companies  as  is  given  to  head- 
quarter companies. 

VOLUNTEERS  FOR  SHETLAND. 

Sir  LEONARD  LYELL  (Orkney  and 
Shetland) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  War  whether  the  War 
Office  has  received  a  memorial  from 
Shetland  asking  for  permission  to  estab- 
lish a  local  Volunteer  force,  either  of 
rifles  or  artillery  ;  and  whether  the 
Government  will  be  prepared  to  enter- 
tain favourably  this  request,  considering 
that  there  is  no  Militia  force  raised  in  the 
county,  and  (except  the  Royal  Naval 
Reserve,  which  is  confined  to  fishermen) 
there  is  no  opportunity  offered  for  the 
people  of  the  islands  to  qualify  them- 
selves to  take  a  part  in  the  defence  of  the 
country. 

*Mr.  J.  POWELL- WILLIAMS :  The 
memorial  has  been  recently  received,  and 
will  be  duly  considered.  It  will  be 
difficult,  however,  to  utilise  their  sen^ices 
in  schemes  for  national  defence. 


THE  WAR  LOAN. 

Mr.  BAIRD  (Glasgow,  Central) :  I  beg 
to  ask  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
whether  in  allotting  the  War  Loan  he  will 

f've  preference  to  applications  made  by 
ritish  subjects. 

The  CHANCELLOR  of  the  EX- 
CHEQUER (Sir  M.  Hicks  Beach, 
Bristol,  W.)  :  1  am  afraid  it  would  not  be 
possible  to  adopt  the  suggestion  of  my 
hon.  friend.  No  such  preference  was 
su^ested  in  the  terms  of  the  issue,  and 
I  do  not  think  it  would  be  possible  in 
practice. 


SOUTH  AFRICAN  PAPERS. 


Dr.  TANNER:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs  why,  on  Tuesday  afternoon,  only 
200  copies  of  "Africa,  No.  2,  1900,"  laid 
before  Parliament  on  that  day,  were  sent 
from  the  Foreign  Office  for  the  use  of 
Members  ;  and  if  he  is  aware  that,  after 
repeated  inquiries  for  the  said  Papers  at 
the  Vote  Office  by  Members,  no  further 
copies  could  be  obtained. 

*The  under  SECRETARY  or 
STATE  FOR  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS  (Mr. 
Brodrick,  Surrey,  Guildford) :  The  200 
copies  of  Parliamentary  Paper  "Africa 
No.  2  (1900)  "  which  were  sent  to  the 
Vote  Office  trom  the  Foreign  Office  on 
Tuesday  afternoon  were  sent  in  pur- 
suance of  a  long-established  practice,  under 
which,  in  special  cases,  a  limited  number 
of  advance  copies  of  a  Paper  of  excep- 
tional interest  is  furnished  at  the  earliest 
moment  for  the  immediate  use  of  such 
hon.  Members  as  may  wish  to  refer  to  it^ 
The  usual  delivery  of  the  Paper  "  Africa 
No.  2  "  took  place  on  Wednesday  morn- 
ing, independently  of  the  special  advance 
delivery  made  on  Tuesday  afternoon. 

ANTI-BRITISH    DEMONSTRATIONS^  IN 

SAXONY. 

Mr.  TALBOT  (Oxford  University) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  Foreign  Affisiirs  whether  the  attention 
of  Her  Alajesty's  Government  has  been 
called  to  the  fact  that  the  British  com- 
munity in  Dresden  have  been  subjected 
to  continual  insults  during  the  past  three 
months;  that  the  British  flag  was  torn 
down  from  the  Anclo-American  Club  in 
which  it  was  displayed;  and  that  the^ 
English  church  has  been  damaged  and  dis- 
figured ;  and  whether  Her  Majesty's 
Government  have  a»iy  information  to  this 
effect ;  and,  if  so,  whether  they  propose 
to  address  a  remonstrance  to  the  Govern- 
ment of  Saxony,  with  a  view  to  prevent 
a  recurrence  of  such  proceedings. 

*Mr.  BRODRICK:  Her  Majesty's 
Government  are  informed  by  Sir  A. 
Condie  Stephen  that  there  have  been 
occasional  instances  of  insolent  behaviour 
to  British  subjects  in  the  streets  of 
Dresden.  The  British  flag  which  was  left 
flying  from  a  window  of  the  Anglo- 
Ameri(jan  Club  at  night  was  torn  down, 
and  the  English  Church  was  on  two  occa- 
sions disfigured  at  night.     Sir  A.  Condie 
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Stephen  has  not  failed  to  make  strong  re-  ^  ships,  and  that  complaints  \vith  reference 
presentations  to  the  Minister  for  Foreign  ^  to  the  quality  and  quantity  of  the  food 
AiTairs,  who  has  expressed  deep  regret  ■  are  discountenanced  by  the  officers,  and 
and  has  given  satisfactory  assurances  that  regarded  as  evidence  of  insubordination  ; 
every  possible  measure  will  be  taken  by  and  whether  he  will  direct  an  investiga- 
the  police  to  prevent  recurrence  of  such  '  tion  independently  conducted  to  Iks  made 
•deplorable  incidents  and  to  protect  British  !  as  to  whether  the  rations  served  on  boani 
subjects.  The  in(li\ddual  suspected  of  Her  Majesty's  ships  of  the  Channel  Fleet 
tearing  down  the  flag  has  been  arrested.  -  are  of  the  proper  quality  and  quantity, 
The  flag  has  been  recovered.  and  whether  the  Admiralty  will  direct 

'  the  sale  of  provisions  on  board  these  ships 

NAVAL    DISCIPLINE— CHANNEL       |  to  be  discontinued,  or  provide  that  goods 
SQUADRON.  be  sold  at  the  canteens  not  at  extortionate 

Mr.      FENWICK     (Northtmilierland,  '  ?"<'«»  but  at  the  prices  at  which  similar 
AVansbeck)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  <  goods  are  sold  on  shore, 
of  the   Admiralty  whether  he  is  aware  i      j^^^  MACARTNEY  :  The  reply  to  the 

^u^'^n'i'^  f«"2.'V"°  ""^"^®  J"^  '".''""^  °"  first  question  is  in  the  negative.  With 
the  22nd  of  February  to  the  engine-room  j   ^  ^^e  second   qu^tion,  I  must 

artificers  serving  with  the  Channel  ,  ^^^^  ^^^  j^^,,  Gentleman  to  the  re- 
^quadron-Miamely  ''lnle8stheE.R.A.8,^j^rjj3  ^^^  ^  ^^^^  ^-^^  Lo^  ^^  ^^^ 
who  rode  into  Oastleton,  passing  the  rear-.  ^^Ij^i^^H  {„  '^^^^  ^^^^^  ^f  ^^^  debate 
^miral  and  the  captains  of  the  j^  ^yg  h^,,,^^  ^„  Thursday  last.*  The 
-  Hanmbal  and  "  i^esolution  are  re-  ^.^^^g^  committee,  which  with  two 
ported,  the  leave  of  the  E.  R. A  s  ashore  exceptions  is  composed  of  representative* 
to^y  will  bo  stopped  until  further  ^j  ^^^^  ^^„  should  be  competent  to  take 
orders  ;  and  whether  this  notice  has ,  mj^^^^  -^^j  extortionate  price.- 
^mce  been  withdrawn ;  and.  if  not,  ,  ^^-  charged  As  a  matter  of  fact,  it  i» 
whether  he  will  take  steps  to  have  it  |  ^^^^^^^^j^^*  that  the  goods  sold  in  the 
withdrawn  in  the  interests  of  those  chief  canteens  are  retailed  at  a  lower  price  than 
petty  officers  who  were  in  no  way  con-  ^^^^  ^^  ^^^-^^  j^^^,  ^^,,1^  y^  obtained  hv 
«emed  with  the  oftence.  |  the  men  on  shore.' 

o  Ft"-?^^^/??^?/'^^^'  ™  ■?!  -^^^cV"  Captain  DONELAN  :  Could  not 
RALTY  (Mr.  Macartney,  Antrim,  b.) : 

The  Admiralty  have  no  knowledge  of  the 

notice  to  the  engine-room  artificers  of  the 

Channel   Squadron    referred   to    in    the 

^^uestion.     In  any  case,  the  Admiral  in  \      Mr.    MACARTNEY :    All    the   fresh 

command  is  responsible   for  the   main- 1  meat  supplied  to  the  Channel  Squadron 

tenance  of  discipline   and  order   in   the    ia    supplied     at     local    ports    by     local 

Aeet  under  his  orders,  and  it  would  be  '  merchants. 

very  undesirable   for  the   Admiralty  to  ' 

interfere  with  the  steps  he  has  found  it  I  jj^.j^^g^j^^^j^^j^    TELEGRAPH    COM- 

necessary  to  take  to  secure  these.  .  PANY-RUSSIAX   CONVENTION. 

Mr.  FENWICK :  Will  the  hon.  Gen- ,  Sir  EDWARD  SASSOON  (Hythe) : 
tlcman  cause  inquiries  to  be  made  as  tD  ;  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
whether  this  notice  was  posted  1  |  India  whether  he  has  any  information  to 

I  the  effect  that  the  Telegraphic  Convention 

Mr.  MACARTNEY :  I  will  consult  I  ^vith  Russia  has  been  renewed  by  the 
my  right  hon.  friend.  j  Indo-European  Company  on  the  basis  of 

I  a  return  of  17J  per  cent,  to  that  Go7em- 

CHANNEL    SQUADRON— RATIONS.'     j  ment  from  the  grbss  earnings  of  the  com- 

Captain  DONELAX  (Cork,  E.)  (foriP^^ny;  and  whether  this  arrangement  has 
Mr.  Swift  MacNeill,  Donegal,  S.) :  I ,  been  concluded  with  the  knowledge  of 
beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  I  and  after  consultation  with  the  Indian 
whether  he  is  aware  that  there  is  discon- 1  Government,  as  one  of  the  joint  purse 
tent   among   the   crews  of  the   Channel  i  partners. 

Fleet   with   respect   to   the   quality  and 

quantity    of   the    food    supplied    to    the'  ♦  See  page  413  of  this  vol  ame. 


arrangements  be  made  to  supply  the  men 
in  the  Channel  Fleet  with  home-fe<l 
meat  1 
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The  secretary  of  STATE  for  I 
INDIA  (Lord  G.  Hamilton,  Middlesex, 
Ealing) :  I  have  no  information  as  to  the 
renewal  of  the  agreement  l>etween  the 
Indo-European  Telegraph  Company  and 
the  RuBsian  Government,  nor  has  the 
Oovernment  of  India,  so  far  as  I  am 
aware,  been  consulted  on  the  subject. 

INDIAN    CIVIL   SERVICE    PENSIONS- 
CASE    OF    KANTY    CHANDRA    MOO-  ' 
KEIWEE. 

Sir  VV.  WEDDERBURN  (Banffshire) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
India  whether  he  will  lay  upon  the  Table 
the  memorial  of  Kanty  Chandra  Mooker- 
jee,  addressed  to  him  under  date  of  22nd 
December,  187-,  together  with  the  Papers 
therein  referred  to. 

Lord  G.  HAMILTON :  I  have  re- 
ceived no  memorial  from  the  person  named 
in  the  hon.  Member's  question  bearing 
the  date  mentioned  in  the  Paper.  A 
memorial  dated  the  22nd  December, 
1897,  has,  however,  been  received,  in 
^hich  the  memorialist  appealed  against 
orders  passed  in  1889,  dismissing  him 
from  Government  service  and  refusing 
him  a  pension.  I  saw  no  reason  to  inter- 
fere. The  Papers  do  not  appear  to  be  of 
sufficient  importance  to  be  presented  to 
Parliament. 

INDIAN  FAMINE  RELIEF  WORKS. 

Sir  W.  WEDDERBURN :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  India 
whether  he  will  specify  the  various  forms 
of  employment  provided  at  the  famine 
relief  works ;  and,  whether  he  can  state 
approximately  the  number  of  persons 
employed  on  breaking  metal  for  roads,  on 
excavating  tanks,  and  on  constructing 
embankments  for  railways. 

Lord  G.  HAMILTON:  The  hon. 
Member  has  mentioned,  in  the  latter  part 
of  his  question,  the  principal  forms  of 
employment  provided  for  those  who  need 
relief  in  the  famine  districts ;  namely,  the 
construction  of  roads,  of  irrigation  works, 
and  of  railways.  Under  each  of  these 
heads  many  different  kinds  of  labour  are 
comprised,  and  the  object  of  the  authori- 
ties is,  as  far  as  possible,  to  adapt  the 
work  to  the  habits  and  capacities  of  the 
workers ;  but  I  cannot  give  a  complete 
sjtatement  either  as  to  the  nature  of  these 
various  employments,  or  as  to  the  num- 
ber of  persons  employed  upon  each  of 
them. 


TRUST  FUND  INVESTMENTS  IN 
COLONIAL  SECURITIES. 

Mr.  HOGAN  (Tipperary,  Mid):  I 
beg  to  ask  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer whether  the  prohibition  of  the 
investment  of  trust  funds  in  Colonial 
Government  securities  is  still  in  operation; 
and,  if  so,  whether  there  is  any  early 
prospect  of  the  removal  of  this  restric- 
tion. 

Sir  M.  HICKS  BEACH :  It  is  not 
correct  to  say  that  there  is  a  prohibition 
of  the  investment  of  trust  funds  in 
colonial  securities,  but  they  can  only  be 
so  invested  if  the  terms  of  the  trust  deed 
permit  it.  The  matter  is  under  considera- 
tion, and  I  hope  later  to  be  in  a  position 
to  make  a  statement  on  the  subject. 

GIBRALTAR-POLICE,  MUNICIPAL, 
AND     SANITARY     ADMINISTRATION. 

Mr.  STEVENSON   (Suffolk,  Eye) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies  whether   the  attention   of   the 
Governor  of  Gibraltar  has  been  called  to 
j  the  question  of  introducing  reforms  into 
I  the  administration  of   the  police,  muni- 
cipal,  and  sanitary  departments  at  Gibral- 
:  tar ;     and    what    steps    Her     Majesty's 
i  Government  propose  to  take  for  the  pur- 
pose   of    remedying    the  grievances    of 
which  residents  in  the  town  and  fortress 
complain. 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN :  The  only 
reform  required  in  regard  to  the  police  in 
Gibraltar  is  the  building  of  police  barracks. 
The  question  is  engaging  the  attention  of 
the  Grovernor,  but  a  suitable  site  is  diffi- 
cult to  obtain.  The  Sanitary  Commis- 
sioners who  are  the  only  municipal 
authority  in  the  town  perform  their 
duties  satisfactorily.  I  am  not  aware  of 
any  grievances  of  which  the  residents 
complain. 

MALTA— SANITARY    CONDITION  OF 

BARRACKS. 

I  Mr.  STEVENSON :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies 
j  whether  he  can  now  state  the  decision  of 
.  Her  Majesty's  Government  with  regard 
to  the  advisability  of  holding  a  depart- 
mental or  inter-departmental  inquiry  into 
the  sanitary  condition  of  the  barracks, 
hospitals,  and  burial  grounds  at  Malta, 
with  the  object  of  improving  the 
buildings  occupied  by  the  Army  and 
by  Naval  officers  and  others  in  that 
island. 
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Mr.   J.    CHAMBERLAIN:  The  con- ,  MANCHESTER    POSTA^^^ 
sideration  of    this    subject  has  not  yet  1  ^^^^^^  ANCE8. 

been  concluded,  but  as  at  present  advised  Mr.  SCHWANN  (Manchester,  N.)  :  I 
Her  Majesty's  Government  do  not  per-  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Trea8un\ 
ceive  that  any  departmental  inquiry  will  as  representing  the  Postmaster  General, 
be  required.  whether,    pending  the    general   decision 

i  promised  as  to  the  memorial  presented  to 

NIGERIA— ATTACK  OF  NATIVE  TRIBES  ;  the   Postmaster  General  by  various  em- 

MEN  ON  BRITISH  OFFICIALS.  ployees  of    the    Manchester   Post   Office 

Mr.  HERBERT  ROBERTS  (Denbigh- 1  with  reference  to  the  stripes  of  men  who 
shire,  W.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  |  were  juniors  and  have  claimed  full  service 
State  for  the  Colonies  whether  he  has  re  '  and  corresponding  stripes  still  undis- 
ceived  any  information  as  to  the  reported  i  tributed,  he  will  consent  te  issue  the  stripes 
fighting  in  Nigeria  between  500  men  of  |  claimed  in  accordance  with  the  Tweed- 
the  second  battalion  of  the  West  African  mouth  Committee  Report  (i.e.,  junior 
Frontier  Force  and  a  body  of  Mitehi  ,  service  counted  as  half  time),  in  the 
tribesmen,  east  of  Lokoja ;  and  whether  '  following  cases :  A.  HiU,  who  has  ten 
he  can  state  what  were  the  casualties  of  years  and  three  months  full  appointment, 
the  British  troops,  and  what  was  the  and  three  years  and  four  months  junior, 
object  of  the  expedition.  '  including  unestablished,  or  two  years  and 

ten     months    appointetl    junior    service, 

Mr.      J.       CHAMBERLAIN  :     Yes  ; ,  possessing  now  only  one  stripe,  which  he 
General    Lugard    has   reported   that   in    received  in  January,  1892,  his  appointed 
January  the  Mitehis  made  an  attack  on  a  i  junior  service   having    been   counted  as 
party  engaged  in  constructing  a  telegraph  |  full  time ;  and  in  the  ciise  of  A.  Grerard, 
line   from   Lokoja  te    Ibbi,  killing   one  ;  who  has  fifteen  years  and  three  months 
native    soldier    and    wounding   Captain  ,  full   appointment,   and   three   yeais   and 
Eaten  and  ten  native  soldiers.     Shortly  |  three     months     junior,     including     four 
afterwards  a  further  attack  was  made,  in  i  months  unestablished,  possessing  now  two 
which  two  native  soldiers  were  killed  and  I  stripes,  the  last  of  which  he  received  eight 
three  dangerously  wounded.    Lieutenant-  I  years  ago,  his  junior  service  being  then 
Colonel  Lowry-Cole  has  been  sent  with    counted  as  full  time, 
reinforcements  te  restore  order,  but  no       ^        qfppftapv^  tc.    t«p    tppa 
further  information   has  at  present  been  L  J^^  /  m      u .  C   ,  \.    t>     .     x      ^u 
received  except  that  Sergeant  Hawkins  I  ^^^  (^f*    Hanbury,    Preston) :    The 
has  been  wounded.  I  Tweedmouth    Committee    decided    that 

service   as  junior   postman   can   only  be 

reckoned  as  half  time  towards  good  con- 

NEWFOUNDLAND   TREATY  SHORE.    ;  ^uct  stripes,  and  it  has  been  dfcided  by 

Dr.    TANNER :     I    beg    te  ask   the  ,  the  Postmaster  General  that  the  case  of 

Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonics  if  the  ,  the  postmen  at  Manchester  shall  be  dealt 

Report  compiled  by  the  two  Royal  Com-    with  accordingly. 

missioners,   Sir  James  Erskine  and  Sir 

John  Bramston,  dealing  with  the  French 

treaty  shore  question  in  Newfoundland,        ^^^   \f^iri?xnvT%  //^    \x    n  x?  o«.„,v 
will  be  nrinted  and  issued  to  Members        1       ^^  McKENNA  (for  Mr.  C.  E.  Shaw  : 
will  be  printea  ana  issuea  to  Members.      |  j  ^^  ^^  ^^  ^^^  President  of  the  Boani 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN :  I  have  '  ?f  Agriculture  whether  the  Brothers 
already  stated  in  reply  te  similar  ques- 1  ^^"^"^   ^^,    ^^^^^V  "      '      '^^"""^    "^^ 


IMPROVEMENTS    IN   CEREALS. 


tions*  that  it  is  not  intended  te  publish 
the  Report  at  present. 


having   refused   a   large   monetary    offer 

from  the  American  Government  for  the 

results  of  their  discoveries  in  r^pect  to 

Dr.    TANNER:    Will   there  be  any  '  ^^«   successful    crossing    of    cereals   and 

means  by  which  Members  of  this  House  I  g^^«^.«'  ^^^^  ^^^^'?^  ^^«  '^^''\  ^^  ^*^^"* 
can  obtain  cognisance  of  this  Report,  or  is  1  experiments  gratiutously  to  three  sue- 
it  te  remain  hidden  1  I  ^^^'H  ^™^^^Tf.  of  Agriculture  for  the 

benefit  of  the  Bntish  farmer ;  and  whether 

*\it^    ciT>i?Airi7T?     c\  \  As  ^^e  reply  of   each    Minister  in  question 

^Mr.  speaker  :  Order,  order  !  ^^  been  that  there  is  no  provision  at  the 

♦  See  7%e  Parlktmeniary  Debates  [Fourth    Board  of  Agriculture  for  the  supervisiou 
Series],  Vol.  Ixxvii.,  page  443.  of  such  experiments. 
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*Thk  president  of  the  BOARD  of 
AGRICULTURE  (Mr.  Long,  Liverpool, 
West  Derby) :  Correspondence  has  taken 
place  between  Messrs.  R.  Jind  J.  Garton, 
of  Newton-le-Willows,  and  successive 
Presidents  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture, 
with  regard  to  the  work  they  have  done 
in  connection  with  the  production  of 
improved  varieties  of  wheat,  barley,  oats, 
and  rye,  but  the  purport  neither  of  the 
letters  received  nor  of  the  answers  sent 
appears  to  me  to  be  correctly  indicated  in 
the  question.  I  shall  be  happy  to  supply 
a  copy  of  the  correspondence  to  the  hon. 
Member  if  he  so  desires. 

SHEEP    WORRYING. 

Sm  W.  WEDDERBURN :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Agri- 
culture whether  he  is  in  a  position  to  state 
what  measures  the  Government  will  take 
to  put  down  the  serious  evil  of  sheep 
worrying. 

*Mr.  long  :  We  propose  to  include,  in 
the  Bill  which  I  am  about  to  introduce, 
certain  provisions  with  regard  to  the 
seizure  of  stray  dogs  and  the  prevention 
of  straying,  which  will,  I  hope,  enable 
local  authorities  to  check  the  worrying  of 
sheep,  with  regard  to  which,  as  I  am  well 
aware,  considerable  complaint  has  arisen 
in  many  parts  of  Scotland.  The  pro- 
posals we  make  with  regard  to  the  issue 
of  certificates  of  exemption  from  license 
duty  will  also,  I  trust,  be  of  some  value  in 
this  connection. 

LEAD    POISONING. 

*SiR  CHARLES  DILKE  (Gloucester- 
shire, Forest  of  Dean) :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment whether  the  following  cases  have 
been  reported  to  the  Home  Office  as  cases 
of  lead  poisoning : — John  James  Brooks, 
glost  placer,  at  Johnston's,  Hanley ; 
Edward  Gibson,  dipper,  at  Johnson's, 
Burslem ;  Thomas  Walker,  ground  layer, 
at  Grimwade's  ;  Ellen  Harrup,  litho 
duster,  at  Booth's ;  Harriett  Hall,  litho 
transfer  duster,  at  Chromo  Transfer 
Company's ;  and,  if  not,  why  they  were 
not  80  reported. 

♦The  secretary  of  STATE  for 
THE  HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Sir  M. 
White  Ridley,  Lancashire,  Blackpool): 
The  case  of  Gibson  has  been  duly  noti- 
fied as  one  of  lead  poisoning.  The  cases 
of  Brooks,  Harrup,  and   Hall  have  not 
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been  notified,  and  they  arc  not  believed 
by  their  medical  attendants  to  be  cases 
of  lead  poisoning,  and  I  may  say  that  tw 
of  these  persons  (being  women)  were,  oh 
examination  by  the  certifying  surgeon, 
suspended  from  employment  m  'Augusi 
last.  The  reasons  for  suspension  may  he 
various ;  but  if  the  surgeon  had  believed 
them  to  be  lead  poisoning,  it  would  have 
been  his  duty  also  to  report  them.  The 
remaining  case  of  Walker  is  one  of 
paralysis  of  the  wrist  developed  three 
years  ago,  when  the  man  consulted  the 
late  Dr.  Arlidge.  I  cannot  say  why-  Dr. 
Arlidge  did  not  notify  the  case,  I  am 
informed  that  the  man  has  not  since  that 
date  consulted  a  medical  man. 

RIGHT  OF  FREE  SPEECH  —  DIS 
TURBANCES  DIRECTED  AGAIxNST 
OPPONENTS  OF  THE  WAR  AT 
STRATFORD-ON-AVON,  HKiHBURY 
(LONDON),  AND  SCARBOROUGH, 
AND  IN  SCOTLAND. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  tht^ 
Home  Department  if  his  attention  ha.s 
been  called  to  the  recent  riots  in  Strat- 
ford-on-Avon,  and  to  the  statement  of 
Mr.  H.  H.  Bullard  that  his  house  was  in 
vaded  by  a  mob,  who  broke  the  windows 
and  damaged  or  completely  destroyed  his 
whole  stock  of  old  china  and  antique 
furniture  ;  and  what  steps  are  being  taken 
by  the  Government  to  protect  peaceable 
citizens  from  such  proceedings. 

♦Sir  M.  WHITE  RIDLEY :  Yes,  Sir,  J 
have  made  inquiries,  but  as  proceedings 
are  being  taken  against  two  of  the  ring- 
leaders, and  as  I  am  informed  that  Mr. 
Bullard  is  about  to  make  a  claim  under 
the  Riot  (Damages)  Act,  1886,  it  would 
not  be  proper  for  me  to  say  more  at  pre- 
sent except  that  I  hope  the  local  autho- 
rities, on  whom  the  responsibility  lies,  will 
everywhere  exercise  firmness  in  prevent- 
ing such  riotous  proceedings. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND  :  Perhaps 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  will  be  good 
enough  to  say  a  word  in  answer  to  the 
concluding  part  of  my  question,  with 
regard  to  the  step  to  be  taken  to  prevent 
a  recurrence  of  these  disorders. 

♦Sir  M.  white  RIDLEY :  I  thought 
my  answer  implied  that  I  thought  the 
Government  could  not  do  anything  more 
at  present.  Proceedings  are,  as  I  ex- 
plained, being  taken  against  two  of  the 
ringleaders,  and  a  claim  for  damages  will 
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be  made.  Under  those  circumstances  it 
would  be  highly  improper  for  me  to  say 
anything  as  to.the  circumstances  attending 
these  proceedings. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND :  Is  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  aware  that  under 
similar  circumstances  in  Ireland  trial  by 
jury  would  have  been  suspended  under 
the  Coercion  Act  ? 

[No  answer  w»is  given.] 

Mr.  lough  (Islington,  W.) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Home  Department  whether  his  attention 
has  been  called  to  a  meeting  near  High- 
bury Corner,  which  was  being  conducted 
in  a  perfectly  quiet  manner,  last  Sunday, 
until  broken  up  by  the  police  on  the 
ground  that  it  was  likely  to  become  dis- 
orderly ;  whether  this  is  a  sufficient 
pretext  for  interfering  with  a  peacefully 
conducted  meeting ;  and  whether  he  can 
promise  that  such  gatherings  shall  be 
protected  in  future. 

*SiR  M.  WHITE  RIDLEY:  I  have 
made  enquiry  into  this  matter.  The 
police  did  not  interfere  until  the  meeting 
had  in  their  judgment  become  disorderly 
and  there  was  serious  danger  of  a  breach 
of  the  peace.  I  am  of  opinion  that  the 
police  were  entirely  justified  in  the 
action  they  took. 

Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN :  I  beg  to  ask 
Mr.  Attorney  General  whether  his  atten- 
tion has  been  called  to  the  damage  to, 
property  in  Scarborough  during  recent 
riots,  belonging  to  Mr.  Woodhead,  a  late 
Member  of  this  House,  and  other  persons  ; 
and  whether  he  can  say  from  what  source, 
if  any,  compensation  can  be  claimed  by 
those  persons  out  of  public  funds. 

The  ATTORNTIY  GENERAL  (Sir 
Richard  Webster,  Isle  of  Wight) :  I 
have  not  seen  any  particulars  of  the 
incident  to  which  the  hon.  Member  refers, 
and  it  is,  therefore,  not  possible  for  me  to 
express  any  opinion  as  to  whether  any 
proceedings  for  compensation  would  he 
successful. 

Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN 
(Stirling  Burghs)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  whether,  in  view  of 
the  numerous  recent  instances  of  disturb- 
ance connected  with  meetings  called  for 
the  discussion  of  South  African  affairs,  or 
directed  against  the  person  and  property 
of   indiAnduals   owing  to  their  supposed 


opinions  about  the  present  war.  Her 
Majesty's  Government  \\  ill  cause  inquiry 
to  bo  made  how  far  and  by  whom  these 
disturbances  were  organised  ;  and  wiD  he 
consider  what  steps  are  necessary  to  pre- 
vent a  repetition  of  such  occurrences,  and 
to  punish  the  offenders. 

Mr.    a.    J.  BALFOUR :    Every  case 
reported  to.  my  right  hon.    friend    the 
Home  Secretary  has  Jjeen  carefuUy  ex- 
amined, and  every  such  unhappy  occur- 
rence will  be  so  examined.     There  w  not 
the  slightest  evidence  that  there  has  been 
any  organisation  of  these  demonstrations, 
which  appear  to  be  absolutely  spontaneous 
in  their  character  as  far  as  the  evidence 
which   has  come  before  my   right  hon. 
friend  goes  to  show.     As  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  is  aware,  it  is  the  local  autho- 
rities who  are  responsible  both   for  the 
maintenance  of  order  and  for  the  punish- 
ment of  transgressors,  and  any  aid  which 
can   be   given   to   them  in  carrying  out 
those   duties  shall,  of  course,  be  readily 
afforded.     Speaking  for  myself ,  Istrongljr 
deprecate  these  demonstrations,  and  I  ex- 
pect no  good  of  them.     I  think  that  they 
are    contrary    to    the  \>est  traditions  of 
English   life.     For  a   large  part   of  my 
political  life  I  have  belonged  to  a  party 
which   was  unable  to  hoid  meetings  in 
certain  portions     of    the    country,    and,, 
therefore,  I   aih  at  least  as  anxious   on 
this  subject  as  the   right    hon.   Gentle- 
man, who  has    been    more    fortunately 
situated  than  I  myself  could  possibly  be. 
But  I  think  thatthe  responsibility  rests  not 
only  upon  the  local  authorities  and  upon 
those  concerned  in  these  unfortunate  pro- 
ceedings, but  also  upon  those  who  called 
the  meetings.     It  mus^t  be  remembered 
that  public  feeling  is   necessarily  deeply 
stirred  at  the  present  time.      In   every 
district  of  the  country  there  are  persons 
who  have  lost  near  relatives  or  friends  in 
the  present  war ;  and   nine-tenths  of  the 
country — ninety-nine  hundredths  of  the 
country — believe,    rightly    or    wrongly, 
that  these  meetings  are  called  for  an  ob- 
ject which,  if  it  were  effectual,    would 
render  the  occurrence  of  these  great  cala- 
mities possible.  They  think  that  in  no  other 
country  in  the  world,  and  least  of  all  in  the 
Transvaal  itself,  would  such  meetings  be 
tolerated;  and  they  are  aware  that  the 
fact    of     such      meetings     being     bekl 
is,  by    people  who  know  little   of    our 
methods  and  traditions,  used  abroad  a« 
an    indication    of    a    diN'ided    country 
and      a     hesitating    Government.      In 
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these  circumstances,  the  tension  of 
public  opinion  must  necessarily  he  of  a 
kind  affording  a  grave  anxiety  to  those 
responsible  for  the  public  peace  ;  and  I 
venture  to  add  that  those  who  call  these 
meeting  ought  to  be  careful  lest  they  ask 
more  of  human  nature  than  all  history 
shows  that  human  nature  is  capable  of 
giving. 

Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN  : 
I  have   only   two   questions  to  ask   the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  in  reference  to  the 
somewhat  long  explanation  which  he  has 
made.     The  first  is  this.     I  Avish  to  know 
whether  he  is  aware  of  what  I  believe  to 
be  the  case,  as  far  as  I  have  been  able  to 
look  into  the  matter,  that  a  large  number 
of  the  meetings  which  wore  the  occasion 
of  these  disturbances  were  private  meet- 
ings, and  not  public  meetings  at  all.     In 
the  second  place,  I  wish,  for  the  sake  of 
curiosity,  passing  by  the  general  political 
effect  of  what  he  has  said,  to  ask  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  on  what  occasions   and 
where  the  party  to  which  he  belongs   has 
been   prevented  from  obtaining  a   hear- 
ing      [Cries  of  "  Aston  Riots  !  "  and 

•*  Jiirmingnam ! "] 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  As  to  the  in- 
formation which  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man desires,  in  regard  to  the  nature  of 
the  meetings,  I  am  afraid  that  I  must  ask 
him  to  put  the  question  to  my  right  hoiL 
friend  the  Home  Secretary,  who  has  the 
details,  or  to  give  me  notice  of  the  ques- 
tion, when  I  snail  be  glad  to  answer  it  at 
a  future  day.  As  to  the  second  supple- 
mentary question  of  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman, I  listened  to  it  with  some  sur- 
prise ;  for  I  remember  that  during  the 
crisis  of  the  Home  Rule  discussion  it  was 
impossible,  even  in  most  parts  of  the 
metropolis,  for  the  Unionist  party  to  hold 
a  meeting. 

Mr,  COURTNEY :  I  wish  to  ask  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  this  simple  supple- 
mentary question.  He  spoke  of  having 
consulted  with  the  Home  Secretary.  Wifi 
he  take  care  that  inquiry  shall  be  pursued 
further,  and  shall  apply  to  the  incidents 
which  have  occurred  in  Scotland  1 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  I  will  consult 
my  right  hon.  friepd  the  Lord  Advocate 
on  the  subject. 

THE   DATE   OF    EASTER. 

Mk.  RICHARDSON  (Durham,  S.K) : 
I  l>eg    to    ask    Mr.    Attorney    General 


whether  he  is  aware  that  under  Section  3 
and  relative  schedule  of  24  George  H., 
c.  23,*  Easter  Day  is  the  first  Sunday  after 
the  full  moon  which  happens  upon  or  next^ 
after  the  21st  day  of  March,  and  if  the 
full  moon  happens  upon  a  Sunday,  Easter 
Day  is  the  Sunday  after ;  and  that  the 
first  full  moon  which  happens  next  after 
the  21st  day  of  March  this  year  is  on 
Sunday  the  15th  April  at  1.2  a.m.,  and 
that  Easter  Day  snould  therefore  ap- 
parently fall  on  the  22nd  April,  and  not 
on  the  15th  April  as  given  in  the  calendar ; 
and  whether  having  regard  to  the  possi- 
bility of  doubt  ariijing  as  to  when  bills 
falling  due  on  a  day  dependent  on  the 
date  of  Easter  are  legally  payable,  he  will 
introduce  a  short  Bill  to  make  the 
15th  April  Easter  Day  this  year  in  Law 
as  well  as  in  the  calendar. 

Sir  RICHARD  WEBSTER  :  The 
third  section  of  the  statute  referred  to  by 
the  hon.  Member  enacts  that  Easter  shall 
be  observed  according  to  these  tables  and 
I  rules  annexed  to  the  statute.  One  of  the 
I  tables  provides  that  the  paschal  full  moon 
,  in  the  year  1900  falls  on  April  14,  and 
,  that  the  feast  of  Easter  falls  on  the  15th. 
The  fact  is  that  the  full  moon  referred  to 
in  the  statute  is  not  the  actual  full 
moon  nor  the  mean  full  moon,  but  a 
fictitious  or  statutory  full  moon,  some^ 
times  called  the  ecclesiastical  full  moon.  Aa 
there  is  no  possibility  of  doubt  upon  the 
question  it  is  not  proposed  to  introduce 
any  legislation  respecting  it.  It  may 
interest  the  House  to  know  that  atten- 
tion was  called  to  a  similar  occurrence  in 
the  years  1818  and  1845,  and  some 
learned  papers  were  written  upon  the 
subject,  to  which  I  shall  be  glad  to  refer 
the  hon.  Member.  Perhaps  I  may  be 
allowed  to  point  out  that  some  arrange- 
ment of  the  kind  was  necessai-y,  as  other- 
wise Easter  might  fall  on  difterent  days 


*  Reference  may  be  made  to  Tke  Pariia- 
vventary  History ^  Vol.  xiv.,  p.  979,, 'for  an 
account  of  "  Proceedings  in  the  Lords  on  the 
Bill  for  regulating  the  Commencement  of  the 
Year,  and  for  Correcting  the  Calendar  now  i^ 
use"  (1751).  The  speech  of  the  Earl  of  Chester- 
field in  introducing  this  measure  is,  unfortu- 
nately, not  preserved,  but  an  account  of  it  will 
be  found  m  No.  215  of  the  Chesterfield 
*•  Letters."  The  speech  of  the  Earl  of  Maccles^ 
field  (reproduced  in  the  HUtory)^  in  seconding 
the  motion  for  Second  Heading,  abounds  in 
astronomical  lore  and  historic^  detail,  and 
gives  a  complete  account  of  the  methods 
adopted  for  tne  finding  of  the  date  of  Easter, 
commencing — naturally— with  the  rule  lijod 
down  by  the  ConncU  of  Nice  in  325. 
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in  different  parts  of  the  United  Kingdom, 
which  would  not  promote  unity  ;  and,  as 
a  learned  writer,  speaking  of  tne  subject, 
said,  "  The  Church  cares  more  for  peace 
and  concord  than  for  the  equinox  or  the 
moon." 

SCOTTISH    SECONDAUY     EDUCATION 

GRANT. 

♦Sir  W.  WEDDERBURN  :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Lord  Advocate  whether  he  is  aware  that 
dissatisfrction  exists  in  those  parts  of  Scot- 
land which  were  excluded  from  a  share 
of  the  Secondary  Education  grant  under 
the  Minute  of  27th  April  last ;  whether 
he  will  specify  the  districts  thus  ex- 
cluded and  state  whether  the  Act  of 
1898,  which  applies  to  the  whole  of  Scot- 
land, justifies  such  exclusion  ;  whether  he 
is  aware  that  in  Banffshire  excellent 
secondary  education  is  provided  in  the 
-secondary  departments  of  State-aided 
schools,  and  that  there  is  no  immediate 
prospect  of  higher  class  secondary  or 
technical  schools,  which  are  alone  entitled 
to  the  grant,  being  established  in  the 
county  ;  whether  the  Secretary  for  Scot- 
land has  considered  a  letter  of  1st  Decem- 
ber last  from  the  County  Committee  on 
Secondary  Education,  pointing  out  that 
the  effect  of  the  Minute  will  be  to  draw 
away  the  best  pupils  to  a  distance  and 
cause  deterioration  of  the  elementary 
schools,  with  a  tendency  to  rural  depopu- 
lation ;  and  whether  he  will  reconsider 
the  Minute  with  reference  to  the  facts  and 
arguments  set  forth  in  that  letter. 

•The  lord  ADVOCATE  (Mr.  A. 
Oraham  Murray,  Buteshire) :  The  con- 
ditions under  which  the  grant  in  question 
is  distributed  apply  equally  to  all  parts  of 
Scotland,  and  no  district  is  at  any  dis- 
advantage except  in  so  far  as  it  fails  to 
fulfil  these  conditions.  The  arguments 
which  are  outlined  in  the  terms  of  the 
hon.  Member's  question  were  set  forth  in 
detail  by  the  Banffshire  County  Com- 
mittee, and  were  fully  considerea  by  the 
Secretary  for  Scotland  and  dealt  with  by 
him  in  correspondence.  The  letter  of 
1st  December  has  also  been  considered, 
"but  it  does  not  add  anything  to  the  case, 
as  previously  stated.  There  is  no  inten- 
tion of  altering  the  policy  laid  down  by 
the  Minute  of  27th  April. 

LIMERICK  AND  CORK  POSTMEN- 
RATE  OF  PAY. 

Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN:   I  beg  to 
ask   the  Secretary  to  the   Treasury,  as 


representing  the  Postmaster  General, 
whether,  although  the  scales  of  pay  at  the 
Limerick  and  Cork  Post  Offices  were  the 
same  until  1898,  Cork  men  aie  now  on  a 
higher  pay  scale  than  Limerick;  and 
what  are  the  grounds  which  justify  this 
difference,  against  which  the  Limerick 
postmen  have  unsuccessfully  petitioned 
the  Department. 

Mr.  HANBURY  :  As  stated  in  n^ply 
to  a  similar  question  asked  by  the  hon. 
Member  on  the  1st  August  last,  the 
general  higher  rate  of  wages  at  Cork  and 
the  greater  size  and  importance  of  the 
town  as  compared  with  Limerick  are  con- 
sidered to  justify  the  payment  of  the 
Cork  postmen  on  a  higher  scale. 

THE    MAAMTRASNA    MURDERERS 

(1882). 

Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN :  I  beg  to 
ask  Mr.  Attorney  General  for  Ireland 
whether  there  are  any  of  the  Maamtrasoa 
prisoners  still  in  custody ;  if  so,  how 
many ;  where  are  they  confined  ;  what  is 
the  condition  of  their  health  ;  and  whether 
it  is  intended  to  reconsider  their 
sentences. 

The  attorney  GENERAL  for 
IREIjAND  (Mr.  Atkinson,  Londonderry, 
N.)  :  Three  of  the  prisoners  referred  to  in 
this  question,  who  were  sentenced  to 
death  and  had  their  sentences  commuted, 
are  still  in  custody.  Two  of  ttiem, 
namely  Martin  and  Thomas  Joyce,  are 
confined  in  Maryborough  Prison,  and  the 
third,  Patrick  Joyce,  is  in  Mountjoy 
Prison.  The  Medical  Member  of  the 
Prisons  Board  reports  that  Martin  Joj'ce 
is  in  possession  of  good  health  and 
strength,  that  Thomas  Jovce  is  in  good 
healtn,  and  that  the  health  of  Patrick 
Joyce  is  fairly  good.  The  cases  of  these 
convicts  were  under  the  consideration  of 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  so  recently  as 
October  last,  and  will  a^in  come  up  for 
consideration  in  the  ordinary  way  at  the 
usual  intervals,  or  sooner  on  memorial,  if 
special  circumstances  require. 

BALLIVOR     NATIONAL     SCHOOL—AS 
SAULT    OF    A    PUPIL    BY    MASTER 

Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN :  I  beg  to 
ask  Mr.  Attorney  General  for  Ireland 
whether  he  is  aware  that  the  master  of 
Ballivor  National  School,  Mr.  Fox,  has 
been  convicted  before  County  Court  Judge 
Curran  and  fined  £40  for  assaulting  a  boy 
pupil,  and  that  this  is  the  second  convic- 
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tion  against  this  teacher  for  assaulting  a 
pupil ;  and  whether  he  is  still  in  charge 
of  Ballivor  School,  or  encaged  in  any 
capacity  on  it,  and  whether  the  Com- 
missioners of  National  Education  intend 
to  take  any  and  what  action  in  the 
matter. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  :  The  case  of  the 
teacher  referred  to  has  been  before  the 
Commissioners,  who  have  directed  that  the 
payment  of  his  salary  shall  cease  as  from 
the  end  of  the  present  month. 

BALLIVOR  DISPENSARY  DOCTOR'S 

FEES. 

Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN  :  I  beg  to 
ask  Mr.  Attorney  General  for  Ireland 
whether  he  is  aware  that  in  the  case  of 
the  dispensary  doctor  of  Ballivor  full  fees 
were  paid  by  the  litigant  in  whose  interest 
he  attended  court,  and  the  union  was 
charged  with  the  pajrment  of  his  substi- 
tute ;  and,  if  so,  what  action  he  proposes 
to  take  to  relieve  the  rates  of  Trim  Union 
of  such  payments. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  :  I  have  no  informa- ! 
tion  as  to  whether  the  doctor  was  paid  his 
fees  or  not.  I  have  already,  in  reply  to 
a  question  of  the  hon.  Member,  informed 
him  that  the  Local  Government  Board 
have  been  advised  that  a  doctor  who  is 
compelled  under  subpoena  to  attend  a 
court  of  justice  is  temporarily  incapaci- 
tated from  performing  his  duties  within 
the  meaning  of  the  Relief  Act,  and  that 
the  Board  of  Guardians  were  bound, 
therefore,  to  make  provision  for  the  care 
of  the  sick  poor  diuing  his  absence  by 
employing  and  paying  a  temporary  sub- 
stitute. I  also  stated  that  the  doctor,  if 
obliged  to  pay  his  substitute  out  of  the 
expenses  he  receives  as  a  witness,  must  be 
out  of  pocket  by  reason  of  his  obedience 
to  the  subpoena.  My  answer  on  this 
latter  point  is  not  correctly  reported  in 
the  Parliamentary  Debates  of  the  1st 
instant. 


LAND    SUB-COMMISSIONERS— 
SITTINGS    IN    COUNTY    LEITRIM. 

Captain  DONELAN  (for  Mr.  Swiff 
MacNeill)  :  On  behalf  of  my  hon.  friend,  I 
beg  to  ask  Mr.  Attorney  General  for 
Ireland  whether  he  is  aware  that  notice 
was  served  on  upwards  of  fifty  applicants 
for  the  fixing  of  fair  rents  of  their 
holdings  situate  in  the  districts  of  Glen- 
colombkiln  and  Kilcar  that  their  applica- 


tions would  be  heard  by  a  sub-commission 
sitting  at  Killybegs,  a  distance  of  upwards 
of  thirty  miles  from  some  of  their 
holdings;  whether  he  is  aware  that  the 
hearing  of  these  cases  has  been  adjourned 
till  after  Easter ;  and  whether  steps  will 
be  taken  to  secure  the  hearing  of  these 
cases  in  Carrick,  which  can  be  reached  by 
the  tenants  with  less  inconvenience,  and 
is  nearer  their  holdings. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  :  With  regard  to  the 
first  paragraph,  I  would  refer  to  my  reply 
to  the  similar  question  addressed  to  me 
by  the  hon.  Member  on  the  2nd  instant. 
At  the  sitting  of  the  Sub-Commissioners 
at  Killybegs  on  the  1st  instant  application 
was  made  for  the  adjournment  of  a 
number  of  cases,  and  in  granting  the 
adjournment  it  was  arranged  that  the 
cases  should  be  heard  at  Carrick  on  a  date 
to  be  fixed  hereafter. 

IRISH  PUBLIC  WORKS  ASSISTANT 
SURVEYORS. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  ABRAHAM  (Cork 
County,  N.E.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  if  he  will  state  the  number  of 
assistant  surveyors  employed  by  the 
Board  of  Public  Works  in  Ireland; 
whether  their  duties  comprise  the  pre- 
paration of  plans  and  specifications  for 
new  buildings  and  improvements,  the 
inspection  of  national  schools  and 
parochial  houses,  post  offices,  and  police 
barracks,  and  frequently  situated  in  three 
and  four  counties;  and  what  are  the 
salaries  of  these  officials. 

Mr.  HANBURY:  The  number  of 
assistant  siu'veyors  is  eleven — namely,  five 
first  class  and  six  second  class.  The  state- 
ment in  the  second  paragraph  is  substan- 
tially accurate,  but  the  assistant  surveyors 
do  not  prepare  the  plans  and  specifications 
for  important  new  buildings  and  improve- 
ments, such  as  new  post  offices.  This 
is  done  by  the  three  principal  surveyors^ 
who  also  check  and,  if  necessary,  revise 
the  plans  and  specifications  prepared  by 
the  assistant  surveyors  for  minor  new 
works  and  maintenance.  The  salaries  of 
the  assistant  surveyors  are  : — First  class, 
£310 — 15 — 400  per  annum  ;  second 
class,  £200—10—300  per  annum. 

IRISH    COUNTY    SURVEYORS' 
SALARIES. 

Mr.   WILLIAM    ABRAHAM    (Cork 

County,  N.E.):  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
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SecretHr\'  tA>  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ire- 
land  whether  he  can  state  in  what  counties 
of  Ireland  have  the  salaries  of  county 
survey 6rH  lieon  increased  by  the  Local 
Government  Board  beyond  the  amounts 
decided  upon  a«  sufficient  by  the  county 
councils ;  and  upon  what  grounds  have 
the  views  of  the  local  bodies  conversant 
with  the  duties  to  be  performed  by  these 
officials  been  ignored  and  set  aside  in  some 
cases. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  (for  Mr.  G.  W. 
Balfour)  :  In  fourteen  counties  the  sur- 
veyors have  appealed  to  the  Local 
Gt)vernment  Board  against  the  salaries 
proposed  to  be  given  to  them  by  the 
councils,  and  in  these  cases  the  Board 
have  increased  the  salaries.  The  counties 
are  Carlow,  Galway  West  Riding,  Queen's, 
Tipperary  South  Riding,  Waterford, 
Westmeath,  Antrim,  Cork  West  Riding, 
Kerry,  Kilkenny,  Leiti-im,  Mayo  North 
and  South  KiJing,  and  Wexford.  In 
the  eight  last-mentioned  counties  the 
councils  proposed  to  allow  the  surveyors 
no  increase  of  salarv,  notwithstand- 
ing  their  admittedly  increased  duties, 
thus  entirely  ignoring  the  provisions  of 
Section  115  (18)  of  the  Act.  In  several 
counties  the  salary  of  the  surveyor  is  still 
under  consideration,  As  regards  the 
second  paragraph,  I  must  refer  to  my 
reply  to  the  question  of  the  hon.  Member 
for  West  Kerry  on  the  9th  inst.* 

Mr.  flavin  (Kerry,  N.) :  Can  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  point  out  what 
are  the  increased  duties  which  necessitate 
the  increase  in  salaries  ? 

Mr.  ATKINSON  :  I  cannot  state  them 
in  detail  at  the  moment. 

Mr.  flavin  :  Is  not  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  aware 

♦Mr.  SPEAKER:  Order,  order!    The 
hon.  Gentleman  cannot  argue  the  matter. 

ULSTER  ACaUCLTLTURAL  AND  DAIRY 
SCHOOL  AND  HENRY  TRUST. 

Mr.  WILLIAxM  JOHNSTON  (Belfast, 
S.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Vice  President  of 
the  Department  of  Agriculture  for  Ireland 
whethei^  he  has  seen  the  scheme  for  the 
Administration  and  management  of  the 
Ulster  Agricultural  and  Dairy  School  and 
Henry  Trust,  as  approved  by  the  Lord 

Chancellor  of  Ireland  on  22nd  June,  1899. 

« 

*  See  page  492  of  this  voluuie. 


Whether  its  objectB  are  to  mamtain  cr 
assist  in  maintaining  an  agricuhiirai 
and  dairy  school  and  farm  for  the  adds 
and  daughters  of  farmers,  and  other 
persons  bom  in  the  province  of  Ulster, 
for  instructing  them  in  the  science  aiKl 
practice  of  agriculture,  dairy  fanning, 
and  all  other  subjects  akin  to  these. 
Whether  there  is,  from  property  accumu- 
lated for  a  number  of  years,  a  sum  of 
above  XI  2,000  now  available  to  assist  in 
starting  the  farm  and  school  on  fifty  acres 
of  land,  near  Downpatrick,  which  have 
been  acquired  for  the  purpose  ;  and, 
whether,  as  £10,000  have  been  allocated 
by  the  Government  to  aid  the  Munster 
Agricultural  School,  the  Irish  Department 
of  Agriculture  will  contribute  a  like  sum 
for  the  Ulster  Agricultural  and  Dairy 
School)  in  order  that  it  may  be  started  at 
once  and  suitable  buildings  erected  under 
the  auspices  and  subject  to  the  approval 
of  the  Department  of  Agriculture  for 
Ireland. 

The  VICE-PRESIDENT  of  the 
DEPARTMENT  of  AGRICULtURE 
FOR  IRELAND  (Mr.  Plunkett,  Dublin 
Co.,  &) :  The  answers  to  the  first  three 
paragraphs  in  the  question  are  in  the 
afi&rmative.  I  cannot  give  the  specific 
undertaking  asked  for  in  the  fourth 
paragraph,  but  when  the  Agricultural 
and  Technical  Instruction  Act  comes 
into  operation  the  Department  will,  in 
conference  with  the  trustees,  con- 
sider the  advisability  of  supplementing 
the  funds  of  the  Henry  tniat,  and  carrying 
out  the  instructions  of  the  founder.  Under 
the  scheme  approved  last  year  by  the 
Lord  Chancellor  for  Ireland,  preference 
has  to  be  given  to  a  particular  parish 
in  the  selection  of  pupils  for  agri- 
cultural instruction.  This  provision 
could  hardly  apply  to  public  fimds.  The 
Attorney  General  has  consented  to  bring 
the  scheme  again  before  the  Lord 
Chancellor  with  a  view  to  see  whether  it 
can  be  modified  so  as  to  meet  this  objec- 
tion. 

STREET  PREACHING  IN  CORK. 

Captain  DONEI.AN :  I  beg  to  ask 
Mr.  Attorney  General  for  Ireland,  as 
representing  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  whether  he  is 
aware  that  street  preachers  are  at  present 
creating  disturbances  in  Cork;  and 
whether  steps  will  be  taken  to  put  a  stop 
to  this  practice. 
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Me.  ATKINSON:  lam  informed  that  I  Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN:  Is  the 
OB  Sunday  last  an  attack  was  made  by  a  I  right  hon.  Gentleman  aware  that,  hitherto, 

large  crowd  on  the  preachers  who  were    in  cases  of  this  kind 1 

<conductin£^  open-air  services  in  the  streets      ^^,     cit^t^  *  Trr^r*    r^  j  i     .  xt  ^• 

of  Cork.     Owing,  however,  to  the  prompt !    ^^f;  SPEAKER  :  Order,  order  !  Notice 

intervention    of    the  police,   no    serious    ^^^^^  ^®  P^®"' 
injury,  I  am  happy  to  say,  was  sustained  ! 

hy  any  of  the  party,  although  two  of  |  IRISH  PRISONS-LIBRARY  REGULA- 
<them  were  unfortunately  knocked  down  TIONS. 

in  the  struggle  that  took  place.  With  Dr.  TANNER :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
regard  to  the  second  paragraph,  the  hon.  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ire- 
Member  must  be  aware  that  the  legality  land,  as  Chairman  of  the  Irish  Prisons 
of  street  preaching  has  frequently  been  I  Board,  in  how  many  gaols  in  Ireland  are 
<liscussed  in  this  House.  The  practice,  prisoners  allowed  one  book  per  month  for 
unless  it  amounts  to  an  obstruction  of  secular  reading  ;  whether  the  single 
the  public  streets,  is  no  offence  by  volume  is  only  given  to  prisoners  who  are 
-common  or  statute  law,  and  the  police  ,  confined  for  terms  over  two  months,  and 
have  no  power  to  put  a  stop  to  it,  as  sug-  then  only  permitted  at  end  of  first  month  ; 
jested.  I  whether  such  books  can  only  be  obtained 

_  from    the    prison    library ;    and    if  the 

Captain  DONELAN:  Is  the  right  number  of  such  books  available  for 
hon.  Gentleman  aware  that  there  are  !  prisoners  is  regulated  by  any  standard  or 
plenty  of  places  of  worship  for  all  creeds  |  g^^  principle,  or  if  it  is  meagre  in  county 
m  Cork  1  j  prisons  as  a  rule. 

♦Mb.  SPEAKER :  Order,  order  !  Mr.  ATKINSON  (for  Mr.  G.  W.  Bal- 

four): My  right  hon.  friend  the  Chief  Secre 
^•.T«^„,>  ^„  »..     ,.,«,.    .r«  ^.^rr^^^.       tary  is  not  Chairman  of  the  Irish  Prisons 
^ffi,?S?JN^^5/-J^l  ili^l^lu    BoTrd.  as  stated  by  the  hon.  Member    In 
THE  JUSTIOt>;'  EXAMINATION.  \  aU  local  and  minor  pnsons  in    Ireland 

p  'nnvB'i  AV     IK  u !  ^^^'■y    industrious    and     well-conducted 

-.»  ^^^"*  i'UAhLAN  :  I  beg  to  ask  prisoner  who  can  read  receives  one  secular 
Mr.  Attorney  (xeiierHl  for  Ireland,  as  ^^  at  a  time.  The  book  is  not  given 
representmg  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  ,  f^^  ^  ^^^^^  ^ut  is  changed  at  the  dis- 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  if  he  can  say  j  ^^.^^^^^  ^f  the  Governor.  As  regards  the 
^n  what  grounds  the  press  were  excluded  1  ^^^^^^^  paragraph,  every  prisoner  receives 
from  the  recent  investigation  relative  to  ^  secular  bwk  on  admission  into  prison, 
the  Bantry  miu-der  case;  and  whether '  j^  ^.^e  case  of  ordinary  prisoners  the 
instructions  will  be  given  that  representa-  ^ooks  can  only  be  obtained  from  the 
tives  of  the  press  shall  be  admitted  to  rison  library,  but  firs^class  misde- 
Auy  further  proceedings.  .  meanants  and  prisoners  awaiting  trial  are 

Mr.  ATKINSON :  The  Justices  in  the  !  Penmtted,  at  tSeir  own  eiqjense  and  sub- 
-exercise  of  their  powers  expressly  con-  J«?*  ^  t^«  T"^  wi,  •  fJi^f-  T 
ierred  upon  then,  by  the  9th  Section  of  i  ^'^*^'  \^T\^-  '"  tk"  '°°  ^ 
the  Petiy  Sessions    Act    excluded    the    those  supplied  by  the  prison.    The  supply 

press  because  thev  considered;  rightly  in  «^  ^^  »"  ^""^^  •""^f' .?"««"»  "  °«*  * 
my  opinion,  that  'it  was  more  conducive  f  «Y^  «'"«•.  ^  f*/)i '«  *"""t"^  °^« 
*o  the  administration  of  justice  at  the  ,  f^""  the  purchase  of  books,  and  the  supply 
present  stage  of  the  case  so  to  do  than  to    >«  constantly  increasing. 

:adiiiit  the  press.     The  reply  to  the  second        ^v     rr  *  xtxtud      4       t  i.  ^      *     j 

^^^^^^\.i,  ;„  *k^  *.^^^/i^^  TU^^^  ia  Dr.  TANNER:  Am  I  to  understand 
i)anurrapn  is  m  the  negative.     Inere  is    ^,    .      .  n       j  1  « u    i 

«!v  I^-ril  ^r.  «:,-^  c„^i,  ;^^*^,«f;^«o  <>nat  pnsoners  are  allowed  a  secular  book 

no  power  to  gne  such  instructions.  ,  ^  ^J^  ^^^.^^  ^^^  ^^^  ^^^^^^  ^^^  ^^^ 

Captain    DONELAN:     May    I    ask  [  i^^  a  prisoner  finishes  the  book  in  the  course 
whether  such  matters  are  always  left  to 
the  discretion  of  the  local  magistrates  ? 

Mr.  ATKINSON:  Yes,  it  is  entirely  Mr.  ATKINSON:  The  book  is  changer], 
within  the  discretion  of  the  bench  whether  as  I  have  stated,  at  the  discretion  of  the 
they  shall  exclude  the  press.  !  Governor. 


of  the  second  month  he  will  be  allowed 
another  1 
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IRISH    MEDICAL    AND    SANITARY 

OFFICERS. 

Mr.  MACALEESE  :  I  beg  to  ask  Mr. 
Attorney  General  for  Ireland,  as  repre- 
senting the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  if  it  is  competent 
for  medical  officers  of  health  and  sanitary 
officers  under  the  poor  law  guaidians  who 
are  in  receipt  of  emoluments  from  the 
ratepayers  to  hold  in  the  same  district  the 
honorary  and  responsible  position  of 
aldermen  and  county  councillors,  under 
whose  control  arises  matters  affecting 
other  officers  of  the  poor  law  guardians. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  :  As  a  general  rule  a 
man  cannot  be  the  paid  officer  or  servant 
of  or  contractor  to  a  county  or  district 
council,  or  municipal  body,  of  which  he 
is  himself  a  member.  If  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man desires  a  more  definite  opinion  I 
must  ask  him  to  refer  to  a  concrete 
case. 

VISIT  OF  THE  QUEEN  TO  IRELAND- 
SUGGESTED  VISIT  TO  BELFAST. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  JOHNSTON :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
whether  influential  representations  have 
been  made  from  Belfast  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  as  to  the  satisfac- 
tion with  which  the  inhabitants  of  that 
city  woidd  receive  a  visit  from  Her 
Majesty  during  the  Queen's  stay  in 
Ireland ;  and  whether  the  matter  will  be 
dutifully  laid  before  Her  Majesty,  with  a 
view  to  ascertain  the  Queen's  pleasure 
concerning  the  desired  visit  to  the  capital 
of  Ulster. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  :  Her  Majesty's 
Ministers  are  offering  no  advice  to  Her 
Majesty  in  regard  to  her  movements 
during  her  approaching  visit  to  Ireland, 
which,  as  my  hon.  friend  knows,  is  of  a 
private  character. 

BUSINESS  OF  THE  HOUSE— ARMY 
ESTIMATES. 

Captain  NORTON  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  if  ho  can 
state  on  what  date,  and  at  what  hour,  it 
is  proposed  to  take  the  Report  on  Army 
Estimates,  Vote  1,  which  has  not  been 
discussed. 

Dr.  FARQUHARSON  (Aberdeenshire, 
W.) :  May  I  ask  whether  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  proposes  to-night  to  make 
fui-ther  progress  with  Vote  2  of  the  Army 
Estimates  1 


Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  As  the  hon. 
Gentleman  is  aware,  that  cannot  be  taken 
after  twelve.  If  my  memory  serves  me. 
Report  of  Supply  stands  before  the 
Vote  to  which  he  refers,  but  I  hope  the 
Report  may  be  reached  in  reasonable 
time. 


RKJHT  OF  FREE  SPEECH  —  DI^ 
TURBANCES  DIRECTED  AGAINST 
OPPONENTS  OF  THE  WAR  IN  SOUTH 
AFRICA. 

[Motion  for  Adjournment.] 

Sir  R.  T.  REID  ( Dumfries  District) 
rose  in  his  place,  and  asked  leave  to  move 
the  Adjournment  of  the  House  for  the 
purpose  of  discussing  a  definite  matter  of 
urgent  public  importance,  namely,  "  the 
recent  ^^dicus  disturbances  in  many  parts 
of  the  country,"  but  the  pleasure  of  the 
House  not   having  been    signified, 

♦Mr.  speaker  called  on  those  Members 
who  supported  the  Motion  to  rise  in  their 
places,  and  not  less  than  forty  Members 
having  accordingly  risen,  he  called  upon — 

Sir  R.  T.  REID :  I,  in  common  with  a 
a  great  number  of  gentlemen  in  this 
House,  regret  very  much  the  necessity 
which  has  arisen  for  moving  the  adjourn- 
ment of  the  House  in  reference  to  this 
matter.  I  expected  that  when  my  ri^ht 
hon.  friend  the  Leader  of  the  Opposition 
put  his  question  in  regard  to  these  serious 
disturbances  the  answer  of  the  Leader  of 
the  House  would  have  shewn  not  only  an 
entire  disapproval  of  these  disgraceful 
scenes  on  the  part  of  the  Executive 
Government  of  the  day,  but  also  a. 
determination  on  their  part  to  guard  the 
right  of  free  speech,  to  which  we  have  all 
been  accustomed  for  so  long,  and  which, 
I  think,  none  of  us  are  dispcMsed  to  pari 
with  without  a  very  strong  protest.  Hut, 
j  unfortunately  the  tone  and  substance  of 
the  answer  of  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury  was  really  more  in  the  nature 
of  a  lecture  to  people  who  had  not  asked 
his  advice  than  an  indication  that  he  was 
prepared  to  do  his  duty  in  preserving  the 
right  of  free  speech. 

The  first  LORD  of  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Manchester, 
E.) :  If  language  means  anything,  I  said  in 
the  most  explicit,  categorical,  and  unmis- 
takable way  that  everything  that  couki 
be  done  would  be  done. 

Sir  R.  T.  REID:  The  .right  hon. 
Gentleman  expressed  himself  in  this  way 
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that  he  deprecated  the  disturbances. 
But  it  is  his  duty  to  have  the  offenders 
punished. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  am  really 
very  sorry  to  interrupt  the  hon.  Member, 
bii;  he  is  misquoting  my  views.  1  said, 
among  other  things,  that  I  deprecated 
very  strongly  these  proceedings,  but  I 
said  in  addition  to  that,  that  the  duty,  as 
lAc  hon.  Member  well  knows,  of  pre- 
venting the  disturbance  and  punishing 
ofl'cnders  rested  with  the  local  authorities, 
and  all  the  assistance  we  could  give  them 
in  carrying  out  that  duty  woula  be  given 
to  them. 

Sir  R  T.  REID:  It  is  not  in  the 
slightest  degree  my  intention  to  misrepre- 
sent the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  but  the 
House  has  heanl  the  whole  of  his  answer, 
and  I  am  entitled  to  hold  and  to  express 
the  opinion  that  that  answer  was  not 
such  an  answer  as  ought  to  have  come 
from  a  Minister  of  the  Crown  under  the 
grave  circumstances  in  which  the  question 
was  put.  ["Oh,  oh!"]  I  hope,  how- 
ever, that  at  all  events  right  hon.  and 
hon.  Gentlemen  will  respect  the  right  of 
free  speech  in  this  House.  Even  if  they 
are  not  prepared  to  respect  that  right  out- 
side the  House,  we  are  determined  to 
assert  our  rights  here  in  the  matter.  I 
wish  to  advert  to  the  nature  of  these 
meetings  and  the  nature  of  the  dis- 
turbances which  have  taken  place.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  spoke,  in  the  first 
place — or  at  least  I  understand  him  so — 
as  if  these  meetings  were  public  meetings, 
and,  in  the  second  place,  as  though  the 
disturbances  had  b3en  confined  to  places 
in  which  attempts  had  been  made  to  hold 
meetings.  Neither  of  those  assumptions 
is  accurate.  Let  me  advert  to 
some  of  these  instances.  There  was  a 
meeting  broken  up  at  Mile  End,  when  an 
attack  was  made  by  some  hundreds  of 
persons;  railings  and  staircases  were 
broken,  and  several  people  cut  and 
injured.  There  was  another  case  at  Thorn- 
bury,  where  a  meeting  was  stopped  by 
a  mob  of  about  200  persons,  who  smash^ 
the  windows,  and  perpetrate^  various  acts 
of  violence.  A  local  timber  merchant 
sent  a  letter  to  the  press  giving  his  ex- 
perience. He  said  that  he  was  seized  by 
about  a  dozen  men,  thrown  violently 
to  the  ground,  kicked  and  knocked  in- 
sensible ;  that  there  was  only  one  police- 
man on  the  spot ;  that  he  had  al)out  1,400 


yards  to  go    through    the   main    street 
to   reach    his    residence,    in    traversing 
which   distance   he  was   knocked  down 
twelve   or   thirteen   times.      There  was 
another  case  at  Exeter  Hall,  in  which  a 
meeting  was    convoked  by    tickets,  the 
public  not  being  invited.     My  right  hon. 
friend  beside  me  reminds  me  that  the 
Government  are  expressly  responsible  for 
peace  in  the  metropolis.      In  regard  to- 
that  meeting,  notice   was  given  before- 
hand to  the  police  and  assistance  was  re- 
quested in  anticipation  of  some  disturb- 
ance.    While   a  Member  of  this   House 
was  addressing  that  meeting  there  was  a 
most    violent    attack    by    hundreds    of 
persons,  and  a  free  fight  took  place,  last- 
ing alx)ut    twenty    minutes,    in    which 
blows   were  exchanged,  and    there   was 
very  serious  danger  to  the  women  as  well 
as  to  the  men  at  that  meeting.      There 
were  thousands  of  people  congregated  in 
the  Strand,  many  of  whom  were  riotous 
and  disorderly,  and  I  am  not  aware  that 
any  steps  have  been  tjiken  to  bi'ing  before 
the  magistrates  the  persons    responsible 
for  this  disgraceful  scene.      There  was 
another  case  in  Edinburgh,  an  account  of 
which  was  given   in  the  Scotsman  news- 
paper.    A  crowd  of  al>out  2,000  people 
contrived   to   force   an    entry   into   the 
Queen  Street  Hall,  and  I  am  sorry  to  saj 
that  amongst  the  crowd  that  took  part 
in   the  attack  were  some  of  the    Yeo- 
manry Sharpshooters.     Mr.  Cronwrighl- 
Schreiuer    was     present  on   that   occa- 
sion   -  an     Englishman      from       Cape 
Colony  who  married  a  German  lady,  and 
who  came  over  to  this  country  as  a  loya) 
Biitish    subject,  with   no  desire  except 
that  of  reasoning  with  the  public  in  re- 
gard to  the  best  methods  of  preserving 
the   South    African  dominions    to    this 
country.     He  may  be  right  or  he  may  be 
wrong  in  his   opinion  ;  that   has  nothing 
whatever  to  do  with   the   matter.    He 
entertains    honest    opinions,    which   are 
shared  by  thousands  of  our  fellow-country- 
men in  South  Africa,  and  he  is  entitled 
to  have    -I  will  not  say  a  hearing,  because 
people  are  not  bound  to  go  and  hear  unless 
they  think  fit — but  he  is  entitled  to  pro 
tection  of  life  and  limb  while  he  is  dis- 
charging the  duty  which  is  open  to  ever^ 
citizen  m  a  law-abiding  country.       This 
gentleman    was    roughly   handled.      He 
was  chased  to  his  hotel,  where  I  am  sorry 
to  say  the  threats  of  force  were  so  great 
that  he  was  compelled  to  leave  in  order 
to  prevent  the  hotel  itself  l>eing  attacked 
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and   eerioiwly    fkmaged.      There   are  a  ,  matter  of  fact,  in  most  cases,  the  people 

number  of  other  places <  who  were  attacked,  whose  windows  were 

I  smashed,  and  whose  wives  and  children 
Lord       BALCARRES       (Lancashire,    were  terrified,  disclaimed  entirely  having 
Chorley)  :  How  many  1  ^  any  sympathy  whatever  with  what   are 

called  pro-Boer  views.   They  were  persons 


Sir  R.  T,  REID  :   There  are  quite  a 
number  of  them.     The  list  I  have  here  is 


who    had  been  attacked    sometimes    in 
the     newspaper     press,    and     in     other 


by  oo  means  complete,  but  these  are  some  \  instances  by  the  scurrilous  falsehoods 
cf  the  places  contained  in  it — Padding-  '  repeated  about  other  men's  opinions ; 
ton,  Sheffield,  York,  West  Bromwich,  ;  but  whatever  their  opinions  may 
Canterbury,  Ramsgate,  Exeter  Hall,  be,  what  possible  right  or  justifica- 
Midhurst,  Gloucester,  Weston-super-  tion  is  there  for  men  or  women  in  their 
Mare,  Highbury,  Northampton,  New  '  own  homes  in  this  country  ))eing  attacked 
Cross,  Peterhead,  Redruth,  Leicester,  by  a  riotous  mob  and  being  driven  to  fly 
Brieriey Hi  11, Dundee,  Glasgow, Gateshead,  for  protection  to  other  places  outside  the 
Derby,  Norwich,  and  Reading.  ["  Scar-  town  1  There  was  a  disgraceful  occurrence 
borough," )  There  are  other  places  to  which  at  Stratfoitl-upon-Avon.  There  the  rioting 
I  ought  to  refer,  and  one  is  the  case  of  '  continued  for  two  or  three  days.  One 
Scarborough.  In  Scarlx>rough  there  was  night  the  wrecking  was  done  upon  a  very 
a  reception  —not  a  public  meeting  at  all —  considerable  scale.  Several  houses  had 
in  Messrs.  Rowntree's  caf<^,  a  place  known  ,  every  particle  of  glass  smashed,  and  in 
iio  every lx>dy  who  has  visited  Scarl>orough.  one  house  the  furniture  was  largely 
Every  window  in  that  cafe  was  smashed  ,  destroyed.  There  were  some  gentlemen 
hy  an  infuriated  crowd,  largely  drunk,  I  t  of  the  name  of  Bullard  who  were  made 
believe^  as  most  of  these  crowds  are  on  i  particularly  the  object  of  these  attacks, 
these  occasions.  All  the  windows  were  They  had  their  house  broken  into,  their 
smashed  also  at  Messrs.  Rowntree's  ;  windows  smashed,  and  the  inmates  of  the 
grocery  premises,  and  the  riot  continued  j  house  w^ere  terrified.  In  this  case  there 
until  two  o'clock  in.  the  morning,  and  ,  had  been  no  meeting  of  any  sort  or  kind, 
•damage  was  done,  according  to  the  j  and  Messrs.  Bullard  wrote  a  letter  to  the 
JFestmmster  Gazette^  which  was  estimated  papers  which  will  explain  what  their 
to  be  considerably  upwards  of  £1,000.  ;  position  was,  and  I  will  read  that  letter. 
At  last  the  Riot  Act  was  read  at  about '      ^.  ^  ctt  ^ir  *  t^t-.       /o.      t    j 

two  o'clock  in  the  morning,  and  the  [  Colonel  MILWARD  (Stratford- 
militarvwere  called  out.  I  have  given  '  "P^^-A^?:")/  J^  the  hon  Gentleman 
«o    far"    the    references    to    a    number '  ^^'"•^    ^^^    Messrs.    Bullard    are   com- 

of  other  cases,  but  these  are  the  cases  ^^''^}'3_}^3'^]j^?^J^l^^_,_^'^t  ^^'if! 
in  which  meetings  took   place,    most  of 


them  private  meetings,  where  evidently,  by 


those  circumstances  is  it  desirable  to  dis- 
cuss this  point  1 


some  organised  mob,  a  terror  for  life  and  ,  Sir  R.  T.  REID :  I  do  not  thiiik  that 
limb  was  created,  and  apparently  the  ,  anvthing  I  shaU  say  will  interfere  in  the 
police  were  unable  to  offer  an  adequate    le^^t  with  legal  proceedings.     I  am  speak- 


protection  at  the  time.     Let  me  turn  to 


ing  on  this  question  not  as  a  matter  of 


other  cases  in  which  there  was  no  public    civil  right  between  Messrs.  Bullard  and 
meeting  at  all,  and  I  will  only  give   a  |  those  who  injured  their  property,  but  as 
couple  of  cases.     There  was  the  case  of  i  a  matter  of  public   decency  md  public 
Miclhiu-st.     At  that  place  there  was  no  |  order, 
public  meeting,  and  no  such  provocation  ' 

^  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Leader  Colonel  MILWARD  :  I  am  sorry  to 
of  the  House  suggests.  There  was  a  |  interrupt  the  hon.  Gentlenuui,  but  he 
^eat  deal  of  smashing  of  plate-glass  |  said  that  the  house  of  Messrs.  Bullard 
-windows,  some  women  were  injured,  and  i  ^^'^^  broken  into 


there    were  placards    published    in  the ;    »j^j     SPEAKER:  Onler,  order!     The 

hon.  Member  must  not  interrupt  in  onler 
to  argue  the  case  with  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman. 


.-streets  suggesting  and   inciting  violence 

-against  persons  who  were  called  pro-Boers. 

{[Ministerial    cheers.]      I    do    not   know 

whether  hon.  Gentleman  opposite  think 

•that  is  the  way  to  discourage  violence  in        Sir  R.  T.  REID  :  My  information  is 

the  different  parts  of  this  country.     As  a  I  derived  partly  from  their  own  letter,  and 

-^tV  R  T.  Ilci'l 
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I  shall  be  glad  if  the  House  will  allow  me 
to  read  it,  (The  hon.  and  learned  Member 
read  the  letter,  in  which  Messrs.  Bullard 
said  they  were  accused  cf  floatng  a  Boer 
flag  when  there  was  an  English  victory,  an,d 
of  desiring  that  all  the  English  in  South 
Africa  mi^ht  be  k^'lled,  but  there  was 
not  a  word  of  truth  in  the  accusations. 
They  added  that  they  had  only  protested 
that  the  war  was  unnecessary,  and  might 
and  ought  to  have  been  avoided,  but  the 
Imperialists  of  to-day  did  not  allow 
anyone  to  have  or  to  express  an  opinion 
against  tjie  war  without  being  dubbed 
traitors  to  their  countr}-.]  In  that 
case  there  were  two  men  sent  to  prison. 
I  do  not  know  myself  how  many 
persons  have  been  punished  in  connection 
with  the  disorders  generally,  and  it  is 
impossible  to.  learn  this,  because  all  those 
particulars  are  not  published  in  the 
metropolitan  press.  But  you  may  take 
your  information  from  any  newspaper 
you  like,  either  Conservative  or  Liberal, 
in  the  places  where  these  disgraceful 
scenes  of  disorder  have  occurred,  and  there 
is  no  law-abiding  person  who  will  doubt 
that  some  people  ought  to  be  punished. 
.1  believe  very  few  indeed  have  been  even 
summoned.  There  has  been  a  good  deal 
of  drinking  in  connection  with  the  busi- 
ness, and  I  think  the  keepers  of  public- 
houses  who  serve  drink  to  an  angry  mob 
already  too  much  excited  with  liquor 
ought  to  be  brought  to  justice.  I  think 
.those  who  have  organised  this  disorder — 
for  undoubtedly  there  are  proofs  of  or- 
ganisation in  connection  with  many  of 
them— ought  to  be  l>rought  to  justice. 
Those  newspapers — and  there  are  not  a 
few  of  them — which  have  incited  the  people 
to  do  these  things  ought  not  to  be  for- 
gotten in  meting  out  justice,  and  certainly 
those  people — most  of  whom  are  abso- 
lutely unable  to  pay  for  the  damage  thev 
have  done — who  have  inflicted  such 
serious  damage  to  property  and  disgraced 
the  streets  of  so  many  of  our  towns  with 
scenes  of  this  kind  ought  to  be  brought 
to  justice  without  any  delay  whatever.  I 
wish  to  make  one  final  observation  in 
connection  with  this  matter.  Whether 
hon.  Gentlemen  agree  with  these  senti- 
ments or  pot  is  a  thing  which  ought  not 
to  be  allowed  to  weigh  for  one  single 
moment.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Leader  of  the  House  refeiTed  to  titnes 
when  he  said  it  was  impossible  for  his 
party  to  obtain  a  hearing  in  some  parts  of 
the  country.     I  am  not  going  to  enter 


into  a  historical  discussion  with  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman.  All  I  can  say  is 
this,  that  at  that  time,  as  now,  it  was  the 
duty  of  the  Government  of  the  day  and 
of  those  local  officials  who  were  responsible 
to  enforce  the  right  of  public  meeting  in 
favour  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  and 
his  friends,  and  although  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman's  views  may  be  for  the  moment 
the  popular  view,  the  time  may  come 
before  very  long  when  the  right  hon- 
Gentleman  and  his  friends  may  again 
have  to  invoke  the  same  rights  we  now 
claim  on  this  side  of  the  House.  It  is  not 
for  one  party  or  one  set  of  views  that  I 
claim  protection,  but  it  is  for  the  preserva- 
tion of  that  right  of  free  speech  for 
which  this  country  has  always  been 
renowned.  The  scenes  that  have  taken 
place  and  the  disturbances  which  have 
occurred  at  public  meetings  and  Mith 
private  persons  have  been  abso- 
lutely unprecedented  in  the  recent 
history  of  this  country.  I  think 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  did  not 
deal  with  this  matter  in  answer  to  the 
question  put  to  him  in  the  spirit  which 
we  had  a  right  to  expect,  and  I  hope  that 
before  this  debate  closes  we  shall  have 
assurances  from  the  Home  Secretary  that 
he  will  send  a  circular,  in  the  first  in- 
stance, to  those  responsible  for  public 
order  throughout  the  country,  pointing 
out  the  dangerous  examples  which  these 
instances  have  afforded  and  the  risk  of 
their  repetition  ;  and  in  the  second  in- 
stance that  we  shall  have  the  assurance 
of  the  Government  that  they  will  see 
that  there  shall  be,  I  will  not  say  punish- 
ment, because  that  is  a  matter  for  the 
judge  or  the  magistrate,  but  that  the 
persons  who  have  been  guilty  of  these 
excesses  which  have  been  described  in  all 
the  towns  where  they  have  taken  place 
shall  be  brought  before  the  tribunals  of 
the  law,  in  order  that  the  right  of  free 
speech,  and  not  only  that,  but  the  right 
of  peaceful  and  quiet  residence  in  their 
own  homes,  may  be  assured  to  all  law- 
abiding  citizens  in  this  country.  I  beg 
j  to  move  the  adjournment  of  the  House. 

Motion  made  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  this  House  do  now  adjourn." — 
{Sir  B,  T.  Held,) 

*The  secretary  of  STATE  for 
THE  HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Sir  M. 
White  Ridley,  Lancashire,  Blackpool): 
I  cannot  help  thinking  that  in  what  the 
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Hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  has  said  he 
has  somewhat  exaggerated  the  case.  I 
do  not  wish  in  the  slightest  degree  to 
differ  from  him  in  the  severe  terms  in 
which  he  has  spoken  of  the  riotous  damage 
to  property  which  in  a  few  cases  has  taken 
place  during  the  last  few  weeks.  I  cer- 
tainly did  not  understand  that  the  answer 
of  my  right  hon.  friend  the  Leader  of  the 
House  to  the  question  put  by  the  Leader 
of  the  Opposition  was  in  any  sense 
difterent  from  that  which  I  now  desire  to 
express,  namely,  that  the  Government 
are  prepared  to  support  the  local 
ant  hoi'i ties  in  doing  their  duty  by 
putting  down  such  breaches  of  the  law. 
I  am  very  much  surprised  at  the  warmth 
with  which  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man attacked  the  Government  for  having 
failed  in  their  duty.  Wherein  have  the 
Government  failed  in  their  duty  ?  I 
regi-et  as  much  as  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  or  any  hon.  Gentleman  on 
that  side  of  the  House — and  I  am  sure 
1  am  speaking  for  all  on  this  side  of  the 
House — the  rowdjnsm  and  ruffianism 
which  have  mixed  with  the  enthusiasm 
which  certain  of  our  victories  in  the 
course  of  the  war  Have  brought  about  in 
some  of  our  cities,  and  which  have  led  to 
certain  outrages  which  cannot  be  suffi- 
ciently deplored.  But  wherein  have  the 
Government  failed  in  their  duty  1  I 
know  nothing  of  the  cases  of  Mile  End, 
Thombury,  and  one  or  two  other  cases 
referred  to  by  hon.  and  learned  Gentlemen, 
but  I  know  something  of  the  cases  of 
Scarborough  and  Stratford-on-Avon,  in 
both  of  which  there  were  disgraceful  riot- 
ing and  wanton  destruction  of  property. 
But  when  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man says  that  there  was  some  or^^isa- 
tion  which  brought  about  this  unhappy 
state  of  things,  I  can  jissure  him  he  is 
absolutely  and  entirely  mistaken.  Neither 
was  there  incitement  by  some  local  news- 
paper, which  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  thinks  ought  to  be  prosecuted 
by  the  Government,  nor  was  there  incite- 
ment by  any  political  club  or  organisa- 
tion, and  there  was  no  knowledge  that 
such  things  were  about  to  take  place.  If 
I  had  knov^n  that  this  matter  was  to  have 
been  discussed  to-day,  I  would  have 
brought  down  with  me  the  report  I 
received  from  the  authorities  at  Scar- 
borough. I  do  not  know  that  the 
matter  is  yet  at  an  end,  and  I  shall 
therefore  speak  of  it  with  some 
reticence,   but    the  report    I   have    had 

Sir  M,  TFkife  Bidlfv, 


shows    that    there  was    no   anticipation 
whatever  that  there  would  be  any  dis- 
turbance   on    that    particular    evening. 
The  public  meeting  which  Mr.  Schreiner 
was  announced  to  address  was  called  for 
the  next  day,  but  on  the  previous  even- 
ing Mr.  Rowntree,  formerly  a  respected 
Member  of  the  House,  and  several  of  his 
friends  held  a  reception  in  a  caf^  in  one 
of  the  main  streets  of  the  town.     I  do 
not  know  if  it  was  generally  known  that 
Mr.  Schreiner  was  in  the  town.     There 
was    a    rumour    that    he    was    coming. 
These  things  flew  about,  someone  asked 
for  the  protection  of  the  police,  and  the 
presence  of  the  police  in  unusual  numbers 
about    the    caf^    where    Mr.    Rowntree 
and      his     friends    were     very     likely 
may  have  called  some  public  attention 
to  it.     At  any   rate    there   was  a  large 
crowd,    and   totally   against    the  efforts 
of  the  police  to  prevent  it,  some  persons 
not  yet  identified,  but  who,  I  hope,  may 
be  identified,  flung  stones  and  did  some 
serious  damage.      There    is  no  dispute 
whatever  about  that.      After  that   the 
authorities  did  the  best  they  could.     The 
mayor  l)cing  apprehensive  of  further  dis- 
turbance and  riot  sent  for  the  Militia^  who 
came  later  on  in  the  evening,  and  received 
a  most  cordial  welcome  from  the  inhabi- 
tants.    I  fail  to  see  what  more  the  local 
authorities  or  the  Grovemment  could  have 
done.     The  hon.  and  learned  GentlemaD 
finds  fault  with  me  or  with  the  Govern- 
ment for  not  having  prevented  the  smash- 
ing of  these  windows.     I  do  not  see  how 
we  could  have  done  that,  but  I  regret  the 
occurrence  very  much,  and  I  shall  support 
the  local  authorities,  if  it  lies  with  me,  in 
any  prosecution  that  may  be  possible  for 
causing  the  damage. 

Sir  R.  T.  REID  :  Will  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  allow  me  to  say — 
as  I  think  I  ought  to  say — that 
the  motive  power  for  this  motion 
was  that  I  and  others  sitting  near 
me  thought  that  the  tone  and  style  of 
the  answer  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Leader  of  the  House — although  I 
entirely  acquit  him  of  that  intention 
after  what  he  has  said — was  precisely  of 
that  character  which  is  calculated  not  to 
stop,  but  to  encourage 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOXJR :  May  I  ask  you^ 
Sir,  on  a  point  of  order,  whether  the  ad- 
journment was  moved  on  the  tone  and 
style  of  my  answer  ? 
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*Mr.  speaker  :  I  did  not  understand 
the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  to  say 
that  that  was  the  subject.  What  he  said 
was  that  it  was  the  motive  power  which 
induced  him  to  move  the  adjournment. 

♦Sir  M.  white  RIDLEY:  I  will 
leave  that  question  to  be  settled  by  other 
authorities,  but  it  certainly  appears  to 
me  that  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
misunderstood  the  answer  of  my 
right  hon.  friend.  But  I  am  now 
dealing  with  facts,  and  I  am  endeavouring 
to  show  that  the  local  authorities  were 
not  to  blame,  that  certain  rioters  were  to 
Llame,  and  I  hope  their  punishment  may 
follow,  and  that  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment cannot  be  blamed.  With  regard  to  the 
Stratford-on-Avon  case,  the  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  says  there  was  no  meet- 
ing. There  was  a  procession  through  the 
streets  to  celebrate  the  relief  of  Lady- 
smith,  and  certain  young  follows  got  very 
noisy  and  demonstrative,  and  a  large 
crowd  passing  down  one  of  the  mam 
streets  of  that  very  quiet  place  made  an 
attack  on  the  windows  and  property  of 
Mr.  Bullard,  who,  rightly  or  wrongly,  was 
an  impopular  person  with  certain  of  the 
demonstrators  on  that  occasion.  There 
was  no  warning  to  the  local  authorities 
that  anything  of  the  kind  was 
going  to  happen.  No  one  justifies 
the  action  of  these  people,  and  it 
is  a  monstrous  thing  that  a  man's 
property  should  be  damaged  in  that  way. 
But  with  reference  to  the  letter  from  Mr. 
Bullard,  which  the  right  and  learned 
Crentleman  read,  there  is  another  view  of 
the  case,  namely,  that  Mr.  Bullard  had 
been  rather  aggressive  on  the  occasion, 
and  that  if  he  had  not  done  certain  things 
he  would  not  have  been  attacked.  I  do 
not  want  to  press  that  for  a  moment, 
but  the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man having  read  the  letter,  I  wish  to 
say  that  in  my  opinion  at  any  rate, 
having  read  both  sides  of  the  question, 
there  is  an  answer  to  it.  Some  of  the 
persons  have  been  punished,  and  this  very 
-day  some  more  of  the  ringleaders  have 
been  brought  before  the  magistrates,  and 
within  a  very  short  time  Mr.  Bullard  is 
to  prefer  his  claim  for  compensation 
under  the  Riot  (Damages)  Act,  1886.  It  is 
perfectly  obvious  that  under  such  circum- 
stances there  is  no  room  for  the  action  of 
the  Government,  and  I  do  not  see  what 


more  the  Government  could  have  done. 
I  have  expressed  in  answer  to  questions 
in  this  House,  my  sense  of  the  necessity 
of  impressing  on  local  authorities  the 
duty  of  seeing  that  the  law  is  carried  out, 
and  that  if  there  is  rioting  or  damage  to 
property,  measures  should  if  possible  be 
taken  to  punish  the  rioters  and  to  pre^  ont 
the  recurrence  of  the  riots.  Something 
has  been  said  about  the  meeting  at 
Exeter  Hall  at  which  the  hon.  Baronet 
the  Member  for  Cockermouth  ■^vas 
present.  It  may  be  that  the  police  were 
warned — I  do  not  know  whether  they 
were  or  not — but  I  have  not  heard  of  any 
row  or  disturbance  in  the  Strand.  The 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  knows  as 
well  as  I  do  that  the  police  are  not 
justified  in  being  present  in  Exeter  Hall 
to  keep  a  meeting  orderly.  What  they 
have  to  do  if  there  is  reason 
to  believe  that  there  is  going  to 
be  a  riotous  disturbance  either  inside 
or  outside  the  meeting  is  to  be  remly  in 
sufficient  force  to  stop  tumultuous  dis- 
turbance or  injury  to  person  or  property. 
If  I  understood  the  complaint  of  the  hon. 
Baronet  the  other  night,  it  was  that  the 
!  police  were  a  little  late  in  arriving  on  the 
I  scene,  whether  because  of  the  pressure 
,  of  the  crowd  outside  or  not  I  do  not 
myself  know.  The  other  cases  arc,  I 
admit,  serious  cases.  I  have  shown  that 
they  are  being  dealt  with.  The  local 
authorities  ought  to  be  encouraged  to  do 
their  duty  to  prevent  such  riots,  and  the 
destruction  of  property  in  the  future,  and 
in  doing  so  they  will  receive  the  support 
of  the  Government.  At  the  same  time, 
I  must  gay  that  when  public  feeling 
is  so  excited  as  it  is  at  the 
present  moment,  and  when  it  is  obvious 
that  meetings  which  at  other  times  would 
be  harmless  are  now  likely  to  be  pro- 
vocative of  disturbance,  there  ought  to 
be  some  consideration  for  the  maintenance 
of  the  public  peace.  I  do  not  say  it  was 
used  in  these  cases,  but  there  have  1>een 
occasions  in  which  very  strong  language 
has  been  used  in  favour  of  those  who  are 
now  our  enemies.  Whatever  may  be  said 
about  free  speech,  and  no  one  favours  it 
more  strongly  than  I  do,  there  are  times 
,  when  men's  feelings  are  strongly  excited, 
'  and  when  allowance  ought  to  be  made  for 
it,  and  those  who  arc  c  tiling  these  public 
meetings  ought  to  feel  that  they  have 
some  responsibihty  cast  upon  them,  and 
that  they  ought  to  be  very  careful  not 
to  endanger  the  public  peace. 
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♦Mr.  BEOADHURST  (Leicester) :  The 
speech  we  have  listened  to  to-night  on 
this  great  question  of  public  liberty  has 
caused  the  greatest  dismay  in  the  minds 
of  all  constitutional  persons  in  this  House. 
The  Home  Secretary's  unfortunate  re- 
mark in  regard  to  the  disturbance  at 
Stratford-on-Avon  would  seem  to  imply 
that  if  a  man  is  unpopular  in  a  district  or 
amongst  his  neighbours  from  any  cause 
whatsoever,  an  attack  upon  his  person 
and  his  property  is  the  less  censurable  on 
the  part  of  the  mob. 

♦Sir  M.  WHITE  RIDLEY :  What  ? 

♦Mr.  BROADHURST  :  Well ;  that  it 
goes  in  extenuation  of  the  illegal  act. 

♦Sir  M.  white  RIDLEY  :  I  entirely 
repudiate  that ;  I  most  warmly  repudiate 
it.  I  said  that  certain  young  men,  en- 
thusiastic over  British  victories,  were 
marching  down  the  streets  and  most  un- 
justifiabfy  took  advantage  of  the  un- 
popularity of  a  certain  gentleman  and 
broke  his  windows.     I  do  not  justify  it. 

♦Mr.  BROADHURST :  The  unfortunate 
attempt  at  correction  by  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  has  only  made  matters  worse. 
AVliat  the  Home  Secretary  did  say  was 

this [Hon.  Members  :  Order,  order !  ] 

Let  us  have  free  speech  here.  The  Home 
Secretary,  with  that  mildness  of  manner 
for  whicn  he  is  renowned,  said  that  certain 
young  men  were  in  an  excited  condition, 
and  that  they  were  marching'  about  the 
streets,  collecting  larger  numbers  to  the 
crowd,  and  that  they  unjustifiably 
attacked  this  house  and  this  person  ;  but 
he  added,  "  You  must  remember  this  man 
was  unpopular."  [Hon.  Members  :  No, 
no!] 

♦Sir  M.  white  RIDLEY  :  I  said  that 
this  man  was  unpopular  and  held  unpopu- 
lar views,  but  I  did  not  endeavour  to 
argue  that  that  justified  what  they  did. 
I  said  that  when  the  crowd  were  passing 
down  the  street,  a  flag  was  displayed,  or 
something  of  that  kind,  and  that  they,  or 
some  of  them,  took  part  in  an  action 
which  I  deplore  as  much  as  the  hon 
Gentleman. 

♦Mr.  BROADHURST :  I  think  I  am 
within  the  knowledge  of  the  House,  but  I 
will  not  contest  the  Home  Secretary's 
explanation.     I  had  no  intention  to  inter- 


rupt or  to  prevent  his  wish  to  moderate 
the  eflfect  of  the  language  employed  by 
him  in  that  unfortunate  speech  which  he 
has  just  made.  But  if  the  unpopularity 
of  any  citizen  is  to  be  any  excuse  for  an 
attack  upon  his  property  there  is  an  end 
to  public  rights  and  public  liberties.  I 
remember  when  the  Colonial  Secretary 
was  the  most  unpopular  man  in  England 
in  Conservative  quarters ;  but  would  that 
have  been  any  justification,  or  mitigation, 
or  any  excuse  or  explanation  for  an 
attack  upon  his  property  as  well  as  upon 
his  person  1  \\  hy,  the  ruling  is  mon- 
strous; and  I  never  before  heard  such 
revolutionary  views  expressed  in  this 
House  as  have  been  expressed  by  the 
Home  Secretary,  and  indicated — [Hon. 
Members  :  "  Agreed,  agreed  !  **  and 
"  Order,  order !  "J— and  also  substantion- 
ally  expressed  hy  the  Leader  of  the 
House.  The  first  duty  of  a  Government 
in  any  civilised  country  is  to  protect  its 
citizens  in  the  exercise  of  all  legal  rights, 
and  the  moment  the  Government  fails  to 
discharge  that  duty  it  fails  to  )ye  entitled 
to  the  confidence  and  resiK3ct  of  its 
citizens.  Now,  the  Home  Secretary,  of 
course,  cannot  be  expected  to  know 
intuitively  what  is  likely  to  happen  on 
any  given  night,  in  any  giv^n  place,  and 
at  any  given  hour  of  tlie  night.  But  the 
Home  Secretary  knows  perfectly  well 
that  for  six  mouths  peaceable  citizens 
have  run  great  risks,  and  have  on  many 
occasions  met  with  very  rough  and 
illegal  treatment  at  the  hands  of  riotous 
assemblies  of  people,  and  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  ought  to  have  learned  some 
elementary  lessons  in  offering  protection 
to  his  fellow-countrymen  during  the 
course  of  these  six  months.  I  know  what 
would  have  happened,  and  so  does  the  Home 
Secretary  know,  if  there  had  been  a  strike 
near  the  docks,  or  in  the  cotton  district. 
An  Hon.  Member  :  Or  in  Ireland.] 
leave  it  to  my  hon.  friends  from  Ireland 
to  deal  with  their  own  country ;  but  I 
know  what  would  have  happened  had  it 
been  a  body  of  trades  unionists  on  strike. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  would  not  have 
waited  for  a  second  attack.  If  there  had 
been  an  attack  in  one  village  he  would 
not  have  waited  till  the  next  night  for 
fear  that  there  would  have  been  an  attack 
in  another  village.  He  would  have  had 
the  troops  down  there,  and  these 
troops  would  not  have  been  received  with 
the  enthusiastic  greetings  of  welcome 
that    the     Home     Secretary     describes 
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the  troops  had  been  received  with  by  the 
'rioloiis  persons  assembled  round  the  cafe 
at  Scarborough.  There  would  have  been 
aU  the  military  force,  even  amounting  to 
1,000  soldiers,  rightly  and  justly  em- 
ployed by  the  Government,  to  hold  back 
the  people  illegally  assembled  and  ille- 
gally acting  contrary  to  the  rights  of  the 
citizens  ana  breaking  the  law.  AMiy  has 
there  been  no  arrest  here  %  If  it  had  been 
500  cotton  spinners  or  miners  congre- 
gated together  they  would  have  been 
arrested  in  batches,  and  some  one  would 
have  l>een  brought  to  law  and  made  to 
answer  for  his  riotous  proceedings.  The 
effect  of  this  night**s  debate  will  be,  I 
fear,  if  the  country  takes  its  lead  from 
the  two  speeches  made  from  the 
Treasury  bench,  that  there  is  an  apology 
for  riotous  action.  I  am  not  a  pro-Boer. 
[Hon.  Members  :  Oh,  oh  !]  I  am  not  a 
pro-Boer,  but  I  am  in  favour  of  liberty  of 
speech.  I  have  been  in  public  life  for  a 
great  many  years.  I  have  taken  part  for 
more  than  forty  years  in  proceedings  at 
public  meetings,  and  I  dare  anyone  to  say 
that  I  ever  lifted  my  finger  in  the  whole 
of  my  life  to  prevent  the  full  and  free  dis 
cussion  of  any  subject  of  public  interest 
that  might  be  occupying  the  public  mind. 
What  I  and  those  who  laboured  with  me 
have  conceded  to  others  we  claim  at  the 
hands  of  the  Government  for  ourselves.  I 
do  hope  that  some  hon.  Members  of  this 
House  who  can  speak  with  great  authority 
on  constitutional  rights  will  yet  press 
home  upon  the  Government  the  necessity 
of  giving  some  semblance  of  their  sense 
of  the  serious  position  into  which  this 
country  has  drifted,  when  public  rights 
are  denied,  private  property  attacked, 
and  citizens  are  unable  to  freely  and 
legally  entertain  their  friends  on  their 
own  property  without  exposure  to  grave 
personal  danger.  I  sincerely  trust  that 
a  great  lesson  will  be  learned  from 
these  extraordinary  disclosures,  these  ex- 
traordinary confessions  on  the  part  of  the 
Government  that  have  characterised  the 
part  they  have  taken  in  the  debate  this 
evening. 

♦Colonel  MILWARD:  I  apologise  to 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Alember 
for  Dumfries  Burghs  for  interrupting 
him.  All  I  wished  was  to  call  atten- 
tion—  I  am  not  quite  sure  that  he  was 
in  the  House  when  it  was  stated — 
to  the  fact  that  legal  proceedings  were 
commencing  in    regard    to  the  case  of 


Messrs.  Bullard.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man read  an  ex  pfi)ie  statement,  in  which 
it  was  said  that  Mes.srs.  Ballard's  hous6 
was  broken*  into.  But  there  it<  another 
side  to  the  case.  I  have  seen  in  the  papers^ 
and  I  believe  that  evidence,  at  all  events, 
has  been  tendered,  that  a  great  deal  of 
the  disturbance  arose  from  the  fact  that 
as  the  mob  approached  Messrs.  Bullard's 
shop  young  Mr.  Bullard  issued  from  the 
shop  with  a  gun  and  struck  a  man  across 
the  head.  I  would  like  to  say  something: 
about  what  the  Home  Secretary  said  in 
regaled  to  the  organisation  of  the  disturlv 
ances.  It  has  been  stated  that  the  disturb- 
ances were  orsranisod  at  Stratford-on-Avon 
by  the  Working  Men's  Conservative  Club. 
I  may  say  that  strict  inquiry  has  been 
made  into  the  matter,  and,  so  far  as  that 
club  is  concerned,  the  members  are  abso- 
lutely guiltless  of  any  complicity  in 
the  matter,  except,  as  has  happened 
in  London  and  elsewhere,  that  three 
or  four  young  men,  elated  by  the 
news  of  the  victories  in  which 
we  all  rejoice  so  much,  started,  marching 
down  the  street,  singing  popiilar  songs.  I 
am  perfectly  certain  that  there  was  no 
organisation  whatever.  The  respectable 
inhabitants  of  8tratford-on-Avon  deeply 
regret  the  rioting  which  has  taken  place 
there.  I  do  not  think  it  was  so  serious  as 
has  been  made  out.  If  it  was  it  has- 
been  condoned,  as  three  persons  have 
been  punished,  and  two  other  persons 
have  been  brought  before  the  magi- 
strates. In  behalf  of  the  whole 
of  the  inhabitants  of  Stratford-on- 
Avon,  which  is  one  of  the  quietest 
places  to  be  found  in  England,  I  say  that 
they  deeply  regret  that  there  should  hsLve 
been  any  rioting  or  any  injury  to  private 
property,  and  that  while,  in  common  with 
everyone,  they  rejoice  at  the  turn  events- 
have  taken  in  South  ^^.frica  their  earnest 
desire  was  that  these  rejoicings  should 
not  subject  to  loss  any  person,  popiUar  or 
unpopular,  in  the  l)orough. 

Sir  WILLIAM  HARCOURT  (Mon- 
mouthshire,  W.) :  1  am  very  anxious  not 
to  say  a  word  which  would  create  more 
excitement  in  this  House,  because  I  do 
feel  that  the  House  of  Commons  ought  to 
be  the  principal  guardian  of  freedom  of 
speech  and  of  peace  in  all  parts  of  the 
country.  I,  however,  wish  to  state  in  a 
sentence  the  reason  why  I  think  the 
motion  made  by  my  hon.  and  learned 
friend  was  justified  and  was  called  for 
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I  confess  I  was  not  satisfied  with  the 
statement  which  was  made  by  the  Leader 
of  the  House  in  reference  to  these  dis- 
turbances. He  said,  as  I  am  sure  every 
man  in  his  position  would  say,  that  these 
disturbances  were  greatly  to  be  con- 
demned, and  that  the  ringleaders  in  them 
ought  to  be  punished.  The  Home  Secre- 
tary also  said-  and  so  far  it  is  satisfactory 
— that  the  Government  feel  their  responsi- 
bility in  the  matter,  and  that  they  are 
prepared  to  discharge  it.  But  the  con- 
clusion of  the  remarks  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman,  the  Leader  of  the  House, 
seemed  to  me  to  be  capable  of  an  inter- 
pretation which  would  have  the  effect  not 
of  restraining  but,  I  will  not  say  of  pro- 
moting rioting,  but  of  discouraging  the 
right  of  public  meeting  l>y  people  who 
hold  opinions  which  are  not  popular  with 
the  majority,  and  which  are  capable  of 
exciting  lioting  and  outrages  of  this 
character.  I  hope  I  may  have  been  mis- 
taken in  that  interpretation,  but  I  confess 
that  it  had  the  effect  in  my  mind  of 
asserting  that  pc^ople  who  do  not  hold 
the  opinions  which  unquestionably  are 
the  opinions  of  the  great  majority  of  the 
people  ought  to  abstain  from  public  and 
even,  as  1  understand,  from  pri>ate  meet- 
ings. In  my  view  nothing  could  be  more 
injurious  than  that  such  an  opinion 
as  that  should  go  forth  with  the 
sanction  of  the  House  of  Commons. 
I  say  we  ought  to  maintain  that  people 
who  hold  opinions  which  are  unpopular 
ought  not  to  be  discouraged,  but  should 
feel  that  they  have  a  right  to  express 
those  opinions,  and  that  all  the  power  of 
the  House  of  Commons  and  of  the  Execu- 
tive Government  should  be  employed  in 
frotecting  them  in  doing  so.  It  is  because 
think  some  of  the  expressions  used  by 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  were  capable  of 
the  interpretation  of  a  warning  to  people 
who  hold  unpopular  opinions  not  to 
express  them,  that  I  think  it  was  neces- 
sary that  this  matter  should  be  raised  in 
the  House,  and  it  is  only  from  that  point 
of  view  that  I  shall  support  this  motion. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  gather  from 
the  observations  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man, as  well  as  from  an  interpolated 
remark  of  the  hon.  Gentleman  who  moved 
the  adjournment,  that  what  we  are  really 
discussing  is  not  so  much  what  has 
occurred  recently  in  the  country,  not  so 
much  these  mo>t  unhappy  attacks  up<3n 
person  and   property   wliich  have  taken 
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place  at  Stratford-on-Avon  and  Scar- 
borough, as  the  style  and  temper  of  the 
reply  which  I  gave  a  few  moments  ago  to 
the  House  ;  and  so  accurately  and  happily 
did  the  learned  Gentleman  forecast  when 
he  came  down  to  the  House  what  would 
be  the  tone  and  temper  of  my  reply,  that, 
not  only  was  it  a  matter  of  common 
notoriety  and  knowledge  tliat  the  adjourn- 
ment was  going  to  be  moved,  but  ho  was 
prepared  with  a  whole  armful  of  papers.  I 
was  not  aware  that  such  an  accurate  fore- 
cast of  the  reply  I  gave  to  the  House  at 
question  time  could  have  been  made,  and 
as  my  style  is  apparently  of  so  subtle  a 
character  I  the  more  tegret  that  in  does  not 
meet  with  the  approval  of  Gentlemen  oppo- 
site. By  the  courtesy  of  the  press  T  have  a 
verbatim  transcript  of  the  shorthand 
notes  of  the  reply  I  gave  to  the  House. 
I  have  re-read  it  during  the  course  of  the 
recent  criticisms  passed  upon  ray  reply, 
and  I  still  say  I  see  in  that  reply  nothing 
to  complain  of.  [Cheers.]  I  will  not 
trouble  the  House  ^vith  it  again  unless 
they  wish  to  hear  it.  [Opposition  cries 
of  "  Read  !  "  and  "  No  !  ^]  1  take  it  that 
hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  do  not  want  to 
hear  it  read  again.  [Cries  of  "Read, 
read  !  "1  I  have  not  the  slightest  object- 
tion.     1  said — 

"  Every  case  reported  to  ray  right  hon. 
friend  the  Home  Secretary  has  been  carefully 
examined,  and  every  such  unhappy  occurrence 
will  be  examined.  There  is  not  the  slightest 
evidence  that  there  has  been  any  or^anin^vtion 
of  these  demonstrations,  which  are  absolutely 
spontaneous  in  their  character  as  far  as  the 
evidence  which  has  come  before  my  rig) it  hon. 
friend  is  concerned.  As  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  is  aware,  it  is  the  local  auttiorities 
who  are  responsible  both  for  the  maintunMnce 
of  orders  and  for  the  punishment  or  trans- 
gressors, and  any  aid  which  can  be  given  to 
them  in  carrying  out  those  duties,  shall,  of 
course,  be  readily  atforded.  I  myself  >trorigly 
deprecate  these  demonstrations,  and  I  ex{>ect 
no  good  of  them.  I  think  that  they  are  con- 
trary to  the  best  traditions  of  £jiglii»h  1  if e.  For 
a  large  part  of  my  political  life  I  have  belonged 
to  a  party  which  was  unable  to  hold  meet- 
ings in  certain  portions  of  the  country  ;  and 
therefore  I  am  at  least  as  anxious  on  this 
subject  as  the  right  hop.  Gentleman  wiio  has 
been  more  fortunately  situated  than  I  myself 
could  possibly  be.  1  think  that  the  responsi- 
bility rests  not  only  upon  the  local  auth«*riaes 
and  upon  those  concerned  in  these  unfortunate 
proceedings,  but  also  upon  those  who  called 
the  meetmgs.  It  must  be  rememl>ereil  that 
public  feeling  is  necessarily  deeply  stirred  at 
the  present  time.  In  every  district  of  the 
country  there  are  persons  who  have  h>5*t  near 
relatives  or  friends  in  the  present  war;  and 
nine-tenths  of  the  countiy  —  nimty-nine 
hundredths  of  the  country— believe,  rigiitly  or 
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wrongly,  that  these  meetings  are  called  for  an 
object  which,  if  it  were  etiectual,  would  render 
the  recurrence  of  these  great  calamities  possible. 
They  think  that  in  no  other  countiy  in  the 
^worfd,  and  least  of  all  the  Transvaal  itself, 
would  such  meetings  be  tolerated  ;  and  they 
are  aware  that  the  fact  of  such  meetings  being 
iield  is,  by  people  who  know  little  of  our 
methois  and  traditions,  used  abroad  as  an 
indication  of  a  divided  country,  and  of  a 
hesitating  Government.  In  these  circum- 
stances, the  tension  of  public  opinion  must 
necessarily  be  of  a  kind  affording  grave 
anxiety  to  those  responsible  for  the  public 
peace ;  and  I  venture  to  add  that  those  who 
call  these  meetings  ought  to  be  careful  lest 
they  ask  more  of  human  nature  than  after  all 
history  shows  that  human  nature  is  capable  of 

That  is  what  I  said.     That  answer  con- 
tains three  propositions.    The  first  is  that 
the  local  authorities  and  not  the  Govern- 
ment are  the  responsible  persons  in  re- 
pressing disorder  and   punishing  crime, 
and  that  the  Government  will  give  to 
them  every  assistance  in  their  power  in 
carrying  out    that    duty.      The  second 
proposition  is  that  these  proceedings  are 
in  themselves  deplorable,  and  that   this 
interference  with  free  speech  is  not  only 
contrary,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  not  to  the 
universal,  but  to  the  best  traditions  of  the 
country,  but  does  harm  and  not  good  to 
the  cause  it  professes  to  promote.     The 
third   proposition — which    I   understand 
is    the    one    disputed  —  is     that     the 
right  of  free  speech  in  this  country  is  of  a 
kind  which  ought  not  to  make  the  persons 
who  wish  to  give  their  views  to  the  world 
absolutely    oblivious    of    the    conditions 
under    which    they    speak   and    of  the 
disorder  to    which    their  speeches   may 
give  rise,   and  of  the  public  difficulties 
and  dangers    which    may   ensue.     That 
proposition  has  never  been  disputed  by 
any    reasonable     man.       There     was    a 
question  asked  this  afternoon  by  an  Irish 
Member  about  some  disorder  which  had 
taken  place  in  Cork  in  consequence  of  a 
Protestant  preaching  in  the  middle  of  a 
Koman  Catnolic  town.     There  are  times 
and  there  are  places  in  which  you  ought 
to  be  careful  how  you  provoke  disorder, 
whether  by  Roman  Catholics  preaching  in 
a  Protestant  town,  or  Protestants  preach- 
ing in  a  Roman  Catholic  town.     That  is 
an  illustration.    Is  there  no  responsibility 
on  a  person  uttering  his  views  as  to  the 
time  and  place  at  which  he  utters  them  1 
I  say  there  is  a  great  responsibility. 

Mr,    lough    ^Islington,    W.):   The 
Attorney  General  aid  not  say  that  in  his 
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answer.     [Cheers,  and   loud    Ministerial 
cries  of  "  Order  ! "] 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  No,  Sir,  I 
said  so. 

Mr.  lough,  amid  loud  Ministerial 
cries  of  "  Order !  "  and  Opposition  cries  of 
"  Go  on! "  attempted  to  make  some  further 
remarks. 

♦Mr.  speaker,  interposing,  said :  The 
hon.  Gentleman  has  no  right  to  interrupt 
an  hon.  Member  who  is  speaking.  He  is 
not  raising  any  question  of  order. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR,  resuming,  said  : 
I  can  pardon  the  hon.  Gentleman  opposite 
when  I  remember  his  anxiety  with  regard 
to  this  question.  He  observes  that  the 
Attorney  General  did  not  say  so.  That 
is  true.  It  is  I  who  say  so,  and  I  presume 
that  I  have  a  right  to  an  opinion  which  I 
have  expressed  not  now  for  the  first  time 
in  connection  with  such  difficulties.  The 
suggestion  that  the  free  public  expression 
of  opinion  in  this  country  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  this  war  has  been  repressed  is  really, 
I  think,  rather  extravagant.  In  the  news- 
papers of  all  sorts,  in  leaflets,  in  pamph- 
lets, and  in  speeches,  the  views  of  those 
who  are  called,  rightly  or  wrongly,  pro- 
Boers,  have  been  fully  disseminated  through 
the  country ;  and,  in  my  opinion,  it  is  a 
duty  thrown  upon  them  to  consider 
whether  it  is  within  their  province — 
whether  their  consciences  justify  them  in 
causing  all  this  difficulty  in  the  mainten- 
ance of  the  public  peace  by  their  choice 
of  the  occasion  and  place  to  express  their 
opinions.  It  must  be  remembered  that, 
while  there  is  and  ought  to  be  full  circu- 
lation given  to  those  views,  they  are  views 
which,  in  the  nature  of  the  case,  whether 
we  like  it  or  not,  must  be  distinctly  offen- 
sive to  the  great  mass  of  the  people  of 
this  country.  I  am  told  that  the  pro- 
gramme, in  the  form  of  a  sort  of  cate- 
chism of  the  Peace  Committee,  runs  as 
follows : — 

Sir  R.  T.  REID:  What  Peace  Com- 
mittee ? 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  It  runs : 
"  What  do  you  want  to  do  1 — To  stop 
this  war.  When  1 — Immediately.  Why  ? 
— Because  we  are  in  the  wrong.  How  1 — 
By  confessing  our  sins,  and  doing  right. 
What  sins  '^-—Lying  to  cover  conspiracy 
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fraud  in  making  false  claims,  had  faith  in  I 
going  hack  on  our  word,  wholesale 
slaughter.  How  to  do  right  1 — To  expose 
and  punish  the  criminals" — I  suppose 
they  are  the  Government — "  to  compen- 
sate their  victims  " — I  suppose  they  are 
the  Boers — "  and  to  make  peace."  That 
may  be  all  right.  All  I  say  is,  it  is  not 
agreeable  to  the  majority  of  the  people  of ; 
this  country. 

Mr.  BARTLEY  (Islington,  N.)  :  Boer 
money  pays  for  it. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  Those  are  sen- 
timents which  hon.  Gentlemen  who 
support  the  motion  would  think  it  advis- 
able to  press  on  the  attention  of  those 
who  have  just  lost  dear  friends  and 
relatives  in  carrying  on  this  war  !  There- 
fore I  think  that  the  third  proposition 
which  I  have  enunciated,  that  there  is  an 
obligation  on  those  who  hold  these 
meetings,  is  a  doctrine  absolutely  spund 
in  itself  and  in  no  way  inconsistent  with 
that  freedom  of  speech  which  we  certainly 
on  this  side  of  the  House  are  as  anxious  to 
maintain  as  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  op- 
posite. He  appears  in  the  first  place  to 
have  forgotten  what  the  duties  of  the 
Home  Department  are.  He  appears  to  be- 
lieve that  it  is  in  the  power  of  my  right 
hon.  f  i-iend  to  send  down  troops  and  police 
from  London  to  keep  the  peace  at  Strat- 
ford-on-Avon.  The  hon.  Gentleman 
makes  a  mistake.  Everything  my  right 
hon.  friend  can  do  will  be  done,  but  I 
must  a^ain  say,  at  the  risk  of  displeasing 
the  rignt  hon.  Gentleman  opposite  or 
being  thought  to  give  him  information 
upon  a  bit  of  political  history  with 
which  ho  appears  to  be  imperfectly 
acquainted 

Sir  H.  CAMPBELLBANNERMAN  . 
Entirely  unacquainted. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  P:ntirely  un- 
acquainted— I  say  I  could  find  him 
countless  cases  in  London,  in  Scotland,  in 
some  of  the  mining  districts  of  England, 
and  at  the  present  moment  in  Ireland, 
where  it  would  not  be  possible  to  exercise 
that  right  of  free  speech  which  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  so  greatly  and  properly 
values,  but  which  has  been  so  often  in- 
terfered with  by  some  of  his  best  and  most 
loyal  supporters.  I  am  sure  no  one 
regrets  it  more  than  he  does,  and  I  hope 
that  when,  by   the  natural  evolution  of 
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fate,  he  may  be  the  head  of  a  r^ponsible 
Government,  and  his  Home  Secretary  Hiay 
be  appealed  to  upon  l^ke  occHsion^be  will 
do  his  best,  as  we  shall  do  oiw  best^  to 
see  that  the  right  of  free  speech  in  every 
legitimate  form  is  safeguarded  in  ever)'* 
part  of  Her  Majesty's  dominions. 

Mr.  MADDISON  (Sheffield,  Bright- 
side)  :  As  I  represent  a  division  of 
Sheffield  that  has  been  affected  by  moU 
rule,  I  venture  to  say  a  word  or  twa  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Le^er  of  the 
House  has  laid  down  what  I  think  is  & 
very  dangerous  doctrine.  He  took  for 
his  illustration  the  question  of  the 
preachers  in  the  city  of  Cork,  and  he  said 
that  freedom  of  speech  must  be  condi- 
tioned by  place,  time,  and  circum*3tance. 
He  has  already  told  us  that  human  nature- 
can  only  bear  so  much.  Well,  if  that 
means  anything  it  is  a  justification  for 
the  Catholics  of  Cork  doing  something  to 
prevent  those  preachers  from  the  exercise 
of  what  I  believe  is  their  undoubted 
liberty,  and  they  would  fall  bock  on  the 
philosophic  doctrine  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  as  their  justification.  But  I 
wish  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  come 
down  from  the  region  of  philosophy  to- 
fact,  and  had  told  us  where  is  a  suitable 
place,  and  what  is  a  suitable  time  for 
those  of  us  who — you  may  call  us  pro- 
Boer  as  much  as  you  like  —do  believe 
that  this  war  was  unnecessary,  who  do 
believe  the  war  was  unjust,  and  who  still 
believe  that  we  love  our  countr}'  as  fer- 
vently— [Cries  of  '*  Oh  !  "] — yes,  who 
love  our  country  as  fervently  and  enthu- 
siastically as  the  Hebrews  on  the  other 
side [Cries  of  " OMcr  \ '] 

♦Mr.  speaker  requested  the  hon. 
Member  not  to  make  remarks  of  a  per- 
sonal character. 

Mr.  MADDISON  :  I,  of  course,  Mr. 
Speaker,  do  not  wish  to  transgress  at  alL 
I  was  led  into  that,  I  think,  by  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  opposite.  We  believe 
that  we  love  our  country  as  fervently, 
and  are  just  as  good  patriots  as  those  who 
take  a  different  view ;  and  what  I  wish  to 
know  from  the  Government  is  not  merely 
that  they  shall  affirm  in  so  many  worcU 
that  these  outrages  are  to  be  deprecated 
— what  else  could  they  do  1 — but  that 
they  will  give  us  some  assurance  that 
they  will  take  the  same  steps  to  prevent 
riot   and   outrage  as   they  take   during 
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a    strike.      The    right    hon.  Gentleman    favour  of  education ;  but  we  uw  this  side 

do  not  think  it  treason  to  educate  public 
opinion.  What  was  the  result  1  That 
circular   was   printed    in   ex'enso  m  one 


twitted  my  hon.  friend  the  Member  for 
Leicester  with  having  said  that  he  did 
not  know  what  the  duties  of  the  police 

were.     I  do  not  profess  to  know  what  the  '  of  the  Sheffield  papers.      No  comment 
duties  of  the  police  are  particularly,  but    whatever  was  made,  and  in  these  times 
this  I  do  know,  that  while  I  myself  was    none  was  needed  to  cause  a  riot.    But  the 
at  Hull  during  the  dockers*   strike   the    evening  paper  did    comment.      Certain 
predecessor  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman    things  were  said  in  that  paper,  and  the 
found    some*  means    and    some     oppor     net  result  of  it  all  was  that  in  this  great 
tunities  of  sending  100  or  200  mounted  j  Yorkshire  town  those  law-abiding  citizens, 
police  into  the  town,  and  he  took  effective  '  with    an  hon.    Member  of    this    House 
steps  not  to  punish  outrage  so  much  as  to    amongst  them,  were  compelled  to  abandon 
prevent  it.     What  we  want  is  prevention  ,  a  purely  private  meeting  to  which  it  was 
here.     Let  me  give  the  case  of  Sheffield,    never  intended  to  give    the   appearance 
Last  Saturday  a  meeting  was  to  have  been  ,  of   a    public  meeting,    not   even   to   the 
held   which   was  summoned  by  private    extent  of  the  Exeter  Hall  meeting.     But 
circular.     One  of  the  signatories  of  that  ,  that    was   not  all.     Of  course   a  crowd 
circular  was  an   hon.    Meml>er    of   this    gathered,  and  while   1    am  glad   to  say 
House — the  hon.  Member  for  the  Holm- 1  there  was  no  injury  to  anyone  and  no 
firth  Division  of  Yorkshire.     There  were  ,  damage   to  property,  of  course  they  had 
five  or  six  signatories  besides  his  own   -  !  to   exhibit   their  patriotism  by  shouting 
most  of  them  men  known   in   Sheffield,    through  the  streets  and  aimoying  as  far 
The  proposal  was  to  have  a  tea,  to  be    as    they    could   without    injury    certain 
given  to  about  150  friends  of  peace.     The    prominent  members  of  that  small  com- 
reason  why  that  private  meeting  was  to    mittee.     Now,  I  submit  that  this  is  only 
be   held  in   that   way   was  because  tny    a  type  of  what  is    happening  all    over 
friends  in  Sheffield  took  the  same  view  as  j  the    country.       The    hon.   and    leametl 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Leader  of    Member  said  the  list  he  reatl  was  not  au 
the    House,    but    only    from    necessity,    exhaustive  one.     Why,  some  .of  the  worst  ■ 
They  said,  "  Well,  the  feeling  in  Sheffield  '  cases  do  not  come  into  the  papers  at  aU,  and 
among  the  rowdy  section  of  the  popula-    apparently  noneof  them  come  into  the  hands 
tion " — because    it    is  not   the   ordinary  ^  of  the   Home  Secretary.     You   have  to 
citizen  who  causes  these  things  ;  it  is  the  |  smash  £1,000  worth  of  property  before 
dnniken   vagabonds,  the  same  class  that    any  notice  is  taken  of  the  disturbances, 
you  can  always  get ;  you  can  turn  them    I  note  that  the  Leader  of  the  House  is 
out    to  loot  ana    wreck  anything   you    particularly    concerned     when    there    is 
like.       Well,    my    friends    in    Sheffield    damage  to  property,  but  he  has   aever 
said — "  There  are  the  incitements  of  the    shown  the  slightest  concern  for  personal 
press    and     various    other    causes,    and  i  safety,  although   he  feels  it.     I  am  not 
perhaps  it  would  be  as  well  not  to  put    trying  to  impute  to  him  wanton  disregard  :. 
the    public    authorities  of    Sheffield    to    I  know  that  that  is  not  his  feeling ;  but 
some  considerable  trouble,  and  cause,  it '  nevertheless  there  was  the  fact  that,  like 
may  be,  injury  to  ourselves  and  others,    a  good  Tory,  he  thought  only  of  property 
and  therefore  much  as  we  regret  that,  in    — in  his  speech    I   mean  —and    thought 
the  last  year  of  the  century,  we  have  to    nothing    of    the    person.     I^t  me  give 
take  such  underground  methods,  never-  •  another  case  which  occurred  in  London.  1 
theless  we  will  do  as  law-abiding  citizens,  \  refer  to  a  meeting  of  the  Social  Demo- 
and  we  will  have  our  meeting  privately,  ;  cratic  Federation.     Some  of  my  stiffisst 
we     will   have    a   cup    of   tea."     That  j  battles  have    been    fought    against   my 
was  their  determination,  but  they   did    friends  the  Socialists,   who  love  me  its 
one    thing.       They    invited    Mr.    Cron- 1  much  as  they  love  the  worst  capitalists. 
wright-Schreiner,  and  the  distinct  under-    The  Social  Democratic  Federation  are  a 
standing  was   that   it  was  not  to  be  a  |  poor  body — a  body  of  enthusiasts,  but  a 
meeting  where  there  were  to  be  any  set 
speeches    at    all,    but    that    they    were 
merely  to  consult  and  take  counsel  as  to 
what  were  the  best  steps  to  educate  the 
people  of  Sheffield     [Laughter.]     I  do 
not  appeal  to  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  in 


body  of  men  who  have  enough  to  do  Uh 
manage  to  hire  their  little  halls  and  to  carry 
on  their  propaganda.  These  men  met  last 
Simday  in  Harrow  Uoad.  What  was 
their  experience?  Why,  at  the  sound 
of    a  bugle  —  it      must    be    a    bugle 
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in  these  days — some  thousand  rowdies — 
they  give  the  number  at  between  1,000 
and  2,000 — broke  into  the  hall,  broke  the 
windows,  and  destroyed  property  to  the 
value  of  ^15.     That  is  a  serious  state  of 
affairs,  and  that  is  going  on  in  all  parts 
of  the  country.     The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man said  these  meetings  would   not  be 
allowed     in    any    other     country     than 
England,  but  surely  he  is  not  going  to 
compare    us    to     continental    tyrannies. 
Does  he  consider  that  it  is  singular  that 
we  can  do  in  London  what  they  cannot 
•  do  in  St.  Petersburg  ?     Has  the  new  Im- 
perialism reduced  England  to  that  level  ? 
This  is  the  England  of  Cromwell..    This 
is  the  England  of  the  great  champions  of 
freedom,  and  therefore  it  is  quite  right 
^hat   we   can  do  in  England  what  they 
cannot  do  in  other  countries.     Right  hon. 
Gentlemen  should   be   very  careful   how 
they  treat  this  right  of  free  speech  and 
the  question  of  personal  liberty  and  safety. 
Along   with   many   of   my   hon.   friends 
near  me  I   have  stood   up  in   times   of 
danger  and  told  the  people  that  force  was 
no  remedy  and  they  had  no  right  to  use 
it.     But  when  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
talks  about  the  "  limits  of  endurance  of 
•human  nature  "  how  can  we  make  that 
-appeal  to  men  ?     "  Limits  of  endurance," 
what  are  they  ?     Let  me  put  two  cases. 
Men  go  to  an  anti-war  meeting  and  put 
forward  certain  views  which  they  believe 
to  be  true.     Those  attending  the  meeting 
are  given   a  chance  to  vote  against  the 
resolution.     Where  does  the   "limit    of 
human  endurance  "  come  in  1     I  will  put 
the  other  case.      A    crowd    of    ragged 
men   and    women   who  have    been    for 
three  months  on  strike,  who  have  pawned 
every  little  article  in  the  home,  who  have 
had  only  one  meal  of  bread  and  water  for 
a  week ;  they  see  Dives  going  by  in  his 
carriage,    surrounded    by     luxury     and 
plenty,  when  some  madcap  says,  "  Let 
him  have  a  stone,  men  !  "     If  1  were  to 
adopt  the  philosophy  of  the   right  hon. 
Gentleman  I  should  say,  "  Well,  you  are 
all  right ;  there  is  a  limit  to  human  endu- 
rance."    But  I  am  not  altogether  sorry 
for  the  speech  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman, 
as  there  may  be  times  coming  when  the 

necessity  may  arise  for  some  justification 
of  such  conduct.  I  only  say  that  it  is  a 
shame  and  a  humiliation  that  the  elemen- 
tary principles  of  free  speech  should  be 
scouted  as  they  have  been  in  this  House 
to-day. 
Mr.  Maddison. 


Mr.  LOUGH:  There  are  many  of  us 
who  think  we  are  making  a  protest  of  the 
greatest  political  importance  this  after- 
noon, and  I  hope  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man will  not  thmk  I  meant  to  be  rude  by 
my  interruption  when  he  was  speaking, 
and  still  less  did  I  intend  to  be  rude  to 
you.  Sir,  or  the  House.  The  point  I 
meant  to  put  was  this.  When  an  hon. 
friend  from  Ireland  asked  the  Attorney 
General  to  express  even  the  mildest  dis- 
approval of  those  meetings  in  Cork  which 
are  so  likely  to  cause  a  breach  of  the 
peace,  he  refused  to  do  so. 

*The  attorney  GENERAL  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Atkinson,  Londonderry, 
N.) :  Hon.  Members  from  Ireland  asked 
me  no  such  question,  and  I  gave  no  such 
reply.  The  hon.  "  Member  is  strangely 
misinformed.     The  question  was  this — 

*'  Whether  he  is  aware  that  street  preachers 
are  at  present  creating  disturbances  in  Cork, 
and  whether  stepH  will  be  taken  to  put  a  stop 
to  this  practice." 

The  answer  I  gave  was — 


"  I  am  infonneil  that  on  Sunday  last  an 
attack  was  made  by  a  large  crowd  on  the 
preachers  who  were  conducting  open-air 
services  in  the  streets  of  Cork.  Owing,  how- 
ever, to  the  prompt  intervention  of  the  police, 
no  serious  injury,  I  am  happy  to  say,  was 
sustained  by  any  of  the  party,  although  two  of 
them  were  unfortunately  knocked  down  in  the 
strugi<le  that  took  place.  With  regard  to  the 
second  paragraph,  the  hon.  Member  must  be 
aware  that  the  legality  of  street  preaching  has 
frequently  been  discussed  in  this  House.  The 
practice,  unless  it  amounts  to  an  obstruction 
of  the  public  streets,  is  no  offence  by  common 
or  statute  law,  and  the  police  have  no  power 
to  put  a  stop  to  it,  as  suggested." 

Mr.  LOUGH:  I  am  exceeglingly  obliged 
to  the  right  hon.  and  learned  Member; 
it  is  in  accordance  with  the  courtesy  he 
always  extends  to  us  that  we  should  have 
been  supplied  with  the  full  text  of  his 
answer.  It  proves  my  case  to  the  hilt. 
What  did  the  police  do  in  Cork  ?  They 
protected  the  people  holding  this  meeting. 
The  right  ion.  Gentleman  said  the  right 
of  free  speech  was  valuable,  and  would  be 
and  had  been  maintained  in  Ireland.  I 
know  something  about  Ireland.  There 
has  been  great  bloodshed  and  disorder  in 
connection  with  free  speech  in  Ireland, 
and  I  approve  of  the  Government  main- 
taining the  right  of  these  men  to  exercise 
it.  W  hat  we  ask  the  Grovernment  to  do 
to-night  is  to  extend  the  same  liberties  to 
Great  Britain  which  they  are  so  keen  to 
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defend  in  Ireland.  The  reason  we  are  pro- 
tracting this  debate  is  that  we  think  the 
reply  of  the  Grovemment,  given  by  the 
Home  Secretary  and  by  the  First  Lord 
of  the  Treasury,  will  tend  to  increase 
these  scenes  of  disorder '  which  have  dis- 
graced the  country  during  the  last  few 
months.  I  do  not  want  to  misrepresent 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  so  I  have  taken 
down  the  exact  woi-ds.  What  is  the 
doctrine  they  have  laid  down  1  That  if 
there  is  great  unanimity  of  opinion  people 
cannot  be  allowed  to  express  arguments 
on  the  other  side.     ["  Oh,  oh  !"] 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALP^OUR:  If  the  hon. 
Gentleman  says  he  took  these  words  down 
from  either  my  right  hon.  friend  or  my- 
self he  is  entirely  mistaken. 

Mr.  LOUGH:  No;  it  was  my  fault 
of  expression.  I  unfortunately  mixed  up 
two  sentences.  I  intended  to  express  the 
opimon,  which  I  think  is  stated  by  him, 
that  the  argument  which  has  been  put 
forward  is  that  if  there  is  a  great  majority 
of  opinion  on  one  side  the  minority  must 
be  very  cautious  indeed  in  expressing 
their  views.  The  right  hon.  gentleman 
accepts  that 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  I  do  not 
accept  either  that  or  anything  like  it. 
I  said  that  with  a  certain  condition  of 
public  feeling,  certain  care  must  be  exer- 
cised by  persons  making  speeches. 

Mr.  lough  :  I  will  press  that  home 
a  little    farther,    because  it  is    of    the 

'eatest  importance.       The    right    hon. 

rentleman  did  say  that  he  personally 
was  in  favour  of  freedom  of  speech,  be- 
cause he  had  suffered  from  the  contrary. 
Then  he  went  on  to  say,  "  Remember 
human  nature."  He  continued  that 
ninety-nine  out  of  one  hundred  people 
in  this  country  had  lost  relatives 
in  this  war.  f"  No."]  At  any  rate,  the 
point  was  this.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man intimated  that  those  who  had  lost 
relatives  were  the  people  who  had  inter- 
rupted the  meetings.  ["  No."].  I  will 
take  another  point.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  said  that  no  other  country 
would  allow  such  meetings  to  be  held, 
particularly  the  Transvaal ;  and  finally  he 
said,  that  these  meetings  would  give  the 
impression  abroad  that  the  country  was 
divided  in  its  opinion  as  to  the  war.  I 
think   I    am    generally    right    in   those 


points.  My  argument  is  that  every  one 
of  those  statements  was  a  point  in  de- 
precation of,  and  limiting,  the  freedom  of 
speech  in  which  he  believes. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  :  You  must  not 
take  me  as  admitting  those  phrases. 

Mr.  LOUGH:  I  will  put  it  this  way, 
and  take  the  full  responsibility.  In  my 
opinion  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  and 
the  Home  Secretary  did  go  far  this  after- 
noon to  limit  the  freedom  of  speech  in 
unpopular  causes.  We  on  this  side  main- 
tain that  if  we  are  to  uphold  democratic 
Government,  the  more  unpopular  a 
cause  is  the  more  important  it  is  that  all 
opinions  thereupon  should  be  heard.  I 
want  to  refer  to  a  case  which  has  not 
been  mentioned  in  detail.  My  reason  for 
intervening  in  the  debate  was  that  I  did 
not  get  a  satisfactory  answer  to  a  question 
I  put  to  the  Home  Secretary.  I  have  a 
slight  difficulty  in  arguing  with  the  Home 
Secretary  inasmuch  as  he  has  full  official 
information,  which  I  have  not.  I  am  in- 
formed that  at  Highbury  on  Sunday 
last  a  most  peacefm  meeting  had  been 
conducted  for  an  hour  and  a  half  when  a 
police  officer  with  twenty  constables 
arrived,  and  said,  "  This  meeting  is  likely 
to  promote  disorder  and  it  must  be 
brought  to  an  end."  The  police  there- 
upon pushed  the  speakers  off  the  platform 
and  violently  broke  up  the  meeting.  On 
those  facts  1  put  the  question.  [An  Hon. 
Member:  They  are  not  facts.]  On 
those  statements,  then.  I  do  not  say  a  word 
against  the  police  in  London.  If  they  have 
proper  instructions  they  are  an  admirable 
body  of  men,  but  if  they  get  a  hint  that 
they  need  not  protect  these  orderly 
gatnerings  of  citizens  they  will  not  da 
their  duty.  The  third  part  of  my  qucs- 
tion  was,  "  And  whether  he  can  promise 
that  such  gatherings  should  be  protected 
in  the  future."  To  that  the  Home 
Secretary  made  no  answer  at  all,  he 
would  give  no  promise  of  protection  to 
peacefully  conducted  public  meetinffs. 
That  is  my  point.  Why  did  not  the 
Home  Secretary  follow  the  example  of  the 
Attorney  General  for  Ireland,  by  vindi- 
cating the  right  of  free  speech  in 
London  *?  The  Govqrnment  will  not  in 
the  long  run  consult  their  own  interests 
by  refusing  to  give  fair  play  to  the  miser- 
able minority,  if  it  be  a  miserable 
minority,  who  wpuld  like  to  see  peace 
substituted  for  war,  and  who  view  with 


967 


liiylU  of 


ICX)m:vioxs} 


Fre^  Speech. 


968 


grave  misgivings  the  proceedings  of  the 
country  at  the  present  time.  It  is  that 
we  may  vindicate  this  sacred  right  of  the 
people  that  I  have  ventured  to  intervene 
in  this  debate,  because  I  think  that  that 
right  will  liOt  be  preserved  if  the  tone  of 
the  Government  is  not  altered. 

*SlR    M.    WHITE    RIDLEY :  By   the 
leave  of  the  House,  I  would  like  to  say 
that  I  think  the  hon.   Member  has  mis- 
understood the  answer  I  gave  him  on  the 
subject  of  the  Highbury  meeting.     I  did 
not  give  the  hon.  Member  the  promise  he 
asked  for  because  I  understood  he  would 
assume  that  the  police  would  continue  to 
act,  as  they  have  always  acted,  so  as  to 
protect  all  peaceful  meetings.     I  should 
have  scorn c(l  to  have  implied  that  such  a 
defence   of  tlie   police    was   needed.     In 
answer  to  the  main  question,  what  I  said 
was   that   the   police   who   were  present 
found  that  the  meeting,  which  had  been 
conducted  in  a  peaceful  and  orderly  way 
for  some  time — I  do  not  know  for  how 
long — was  becoming  very  much  excited  ; 
I  will  not  say  for  what  reason,  though  I 
have   an   opinion.      There   was   a  great 
deal  of.  hooting,  animated,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  officer   in  charge,   by  the  violent 
arguments   of  the   speakers,  and,  in   his 
view,   which    was   supported    by    other 
officers  who  came  up,  there  was  every 
i^hanee   of    a  disturbance  of   the  peace. 
Therefore,  the  meeting  was  very  properly 
dispersed,  and  nothing  further  happened. 
I  really  think  the  police  were  in  no  way 
to  blame. 

Lord  EDMOND  FITZMAURICE 
•(Wiltshire,  Crjcklade) :  I  have  no  wish  to 
inflict  a  long  speech  on  this  interesting 
<|ue8tion,  but  I  desire  to  make  a  practical 
suggestion .  Th e  righ t  hon .  Gentleman  the 
Home  Secretary  is  aware  that,  qiute  apart 
from  any  other  powers  he  possesses  in 
regard  to  the  administration  of  tne  police, 
he  has  a  power,  which  I  do  not  suggest 
he  should  exercise  without  very  careful 
inquiry,  under  the  Local  Government  Act 
of  1888,  and  the  various  Police  Acts.  If 
he  is  satisfied  that  in  any  particular  case, 
in  a  county  or  a  county  borough,  the 
police,  or  the  standing  joint  committee 
who  control  the  police,  have  not  acted  up 
to  their  full  powers  and  responsibilities, 
the  Home  Secretary  can,  after  due  inquiry, 
disallow  the  whole  or  any  portion  of  what 
are  popularly  known  as  the  Police  grants  ; 
that  is   to   say,    that   portion   of  money 

Mr,  Lough, 


which  is  paid  out  of  the  Local  Taxation  fund 
to  the  Exchequer  contribution  account  of 
the  police  authorities  within  the  county 
or  borough,  and  by  them  transferred  to 
the  fund   upon   which   the   police  force 
depends.     If  these  grants  are   not  paid 
the   local    ratepayers   have  to  find  th© 
money  which  otherwise  would  be   paid 
out    of    the    Government  contributions. 
What    I    suggest    is    that     the  -   Home 
Secretary  should  intimate  in  the  proper 
quarters  that  if  there  is  any  case  in  which 
it  can  be  shown  that  the  full  duty  has 
not  been  discharged  by  the  police,  and 
that  personal  property  or  security  of  life 
or  limb  has  suffered  thereby,  he  will  not 
hesitate  to  exercise  this  useful  power.     In 
taking  such  a  course  he  would  be  perfectly 
justified,  and  public  opinion  would  support 
his  action.     The  ratepayers  do  not  aesire 
to  lose  any  portion  of  the  Police  grants 
through  the  rowdyism  of  mobs,  but  if  the 
police  cannot  control  the  exuberant  spirits 
of  persons  excited  by  military  successes, 
the  only  result  will  be  that  in  the  places 
where  such  riots,  which  are  increasing  in 
number  throughout   the  country,  obtain 
the  upper  hand,  the  local  authorities  may 
find  themselves  deprived  of  a  considerablt 
sum    of    public    money.      I   make   that 
suggestion,  and  that  is  the  only  contribu- 
tion I  desire  to  make  to  this  debate. 

Mr.  BARTLEY:  It  is  certainly 
rather  amusing  to  some  of  us  who  bav« 
fought  a  good  many  contested  elections 
to  hear  what  has  been  going  on  this 
evening.  I  have  very  often  seen  a  great 
row  at  meetings.  Some  of  the  friends 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  West  Islington 
came  to  my  district  a  short  time  ago  and 
made  such  a  disturbance  that  nobody  was 
allowed  to  speak.  At  one  of  my  election 
meetings  there  there  was  a  regular  free 
fight  at  the  Shoreditch  Town  Hall,  in 
which  several  people  were  hurt,  and  the 
Leader  of  the  House  was  not  allowed  to 
speak.  That  was  an  organised  arrange- 
ment by  the  Radicals  of  that  day  to  put 
^  stop  to  our  meetings,  and  it  is  ridiculous 
to  t^k  about  it  as  anything  else.  But 
now,  because  some  of  their  meetings  are 
being  disturbed^ — amongst  others  those  of 
the  hon.  Member  for  Northampton,  who 
is  accustomed  to  say  exactly  what  he 
likes  on  his  own  platform — there  is  all 
this  fuss  made.  Nobody  justifies  the 
breaking  of  windows  or  the  damaging  of 
property,  but  when  loyal  people  in  a  great 
country  are  delighted  at  the  successes  of 
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•their  Amy,  and  when  they  parade  the 
streets  to  show  their  joy  at  the  relief  of 
Ladysmitli,  and  pass  persons  who  are 
isemi-traitors,  I  do  not  think  it  is  at  all 
unreasonable  tliat  there  should  be  such  a 
feehng  as  has  been  displayed.  All  I  can 
^y  is  that  we  are  the  most  tolerant  nation 
in  the  world.  There  is  no  other  nation 
which  would  allow .  the  treason  to  be 
italked  that  is  talked,  not  merely  in  public 
meetings,  but  in  a  place  it  would  be 
-out  of  order  for  me  to  mention.  I 
say  emphatically  it  is  a  good  thing 
xhat  people  have  the  •spirit  and  are 
•determined  to  exercise  their  right  and  to 
«how  to  the  public  and  the  world  at  large 
that  this  country  is  practically  unanimous, 
-except  for  a  handful  of  agitating  scoundrels, 
:and  that  a  stop  should  be  put  to  all  this 
sort  of  thing.  We  are  delighted  at  this 
exhibition  of  feeling  throughout  the 
•country,  and  I  hope  it  will  continue.  I 
<lo  not  wish  to  see  any  violence  done,  but 
if  the  other  side  excite  the  pubHc  to 
'violence  the  blame  is  upon  them,  and  not 
upon  us.  I  ])eliove  that  this  a^tation  is 
^ot  up  and  paid  for,  and  that  these 
scoundrelly  papers  are  printed  and  pub- 
lished by  the  enemies  of  this  country, 
.-and  because  these  people  cannot  get  a 
bearing  in  their  own  districts  they  make 
use  of  the  tolerance  of  this  House  in  order 
^o  say  things  which  there  is  not  a  con- 
rstituency  in  the  country  would  tolerate  or 
.-illow  them  to  say  in  public. 

AlR.    BfiYN    ROBERTS    (Carnarvon- 
shire, Eilion) :  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
ihas  told  us  that  we  should  consider  the 
Jtime  and  the  occasion  of  expressing  our 
opinions.     I  should  like  to  know  whether 
foe    considers  that    any  single    meeting 
'^vhich   has  been   broken   up  and  where 
■disturbances  have  occurred  was   held  at 
.sin  inappropriate  time  or  on  an  inappro- 
priate  occasion.     I  quite  recognise  that 
there  are  circumstances  in  which  persons 
ought  to  be  careful  not  to  irritate  public 
-opmion-     In  cases  of  great  public  excite- 
ment, no  doubt,  it  would  be  a  duty  not 
.to  excite    unduly  public  feeling.      But 
•does  that    mean  that  private  meetings 
should  not  be  held  ?  Surely  it  only  means 
Jthat  in  case  of  public  excitement  no  irri- 
it^iting  display  should  be  made,  that  there 
^o«ld  be  no  processions  in  the  streets  ;  in 
a  word,  that  there  should  be  nothing  done 
which  would  force  or  oblige  people  to 
listen  to    the  expression  of  sentiments 
they  do  not  wish  to  hear.     If  the  right 


hon.  Gentleman  confines  his  reproof  or 
censure  to  exhibitions  of  that  kind  he  will 
receive  some  amount  of  sympathy,  but  he 
apparently  extends  his  censure  to  any  and 
every  kind.     It  is  impossible  to  evade  the 
conclusion  that  there  is  a  desire  to  re- 
press every  expression  of  opinion  hostile 
to  the  policy  of  the  Government.      That 
desire  has  been  indicated  in  this  House, 
and  it  is  that  desire,  practically,  which 
has  led  to  this  war.     If  we  expressed  our 
views  as  to  the  impropriety  of  the  policy 
of  the  Government,  as  to  the  wrong  steps 
they  were  taking,  as  to  matters  they  had 
no  right  whatever  to  take  up,  we  were 
told  that  we  were  encouraging  President 
Kruger  and  the  enemies  of  the  country. 
I  do  hope  that  in  future  we  will  not  refrain 
from  protesting  against  what  we  consider 
to  be  an  evil  course  from  the  supposed 
fear  and  the  mistaken  idea  that  it  will  have 
a  bad    influence    abroad.     It    does  not 
matter  whether  or  not  it  will  have  a  bad 
influence  abroad.    ["  Oh,  oh !  "1   I  do  not 
care  two  straws  about  the  bad  influence 
abroad  if  the  arguments  we  are  advancing 
are  well  founded ;  we  ought  to  express 
them  in  order  to  influence  the  policy  of 
the  country.     The  attempt  to  stop  all 
expression  of  public  opinion    has  been 
most  injurious  and  has  really  led  the 
country  into  rushing  into  this  war  which 
nobody,  except  a  very  few,  desired.     If 
everybody  ha<l  expressed  themselves  as 
they  should  have  done 

*Mr.  speaker  :  The  hon.  Member  is 
not  in  order  in  discussing  the  state  of 
things  before  the  war  began. 

Mr.  BRYN  ROBERTS:  Very  well, 
Sir.  The  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
made  reference  to  the  fact  that  there 
were  a  number  of  relatives  of  persons 
who  have  been  killed,  and  he  seemed  to 
indicate  that  anger  and  indignation  would 
be  natural  in  those  cases,  and  that  to 
some  extent  they  were  responsible  for 
these  disorders.  That  is  not  the  case  at 
all.  The  very  reverse  is  the  case.  There 
is  no  class  of  persons  in  the  country  more 
disposed  to  deprecate  the  war  and 
to  find  fault  with  the  policy  which 
led  to  it  than  the  relatives  of 
the  persons  who  have  suffered  by  it. 
It  is  the  natural  indignation  of  men  who 
consider  their  relatives  and  friends  have 
been  wrongfully  and  murderously  killed 
in  this  war.  I  am  satisfied  that 
the    persons     who    make     these     dis- 
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turbances  are  net  the  relatives  and 
friends,  but  the  persons  who  cause 
these  scenes  are  the  common  roughs  of 
the  towns,  and  they  are  fully  persuaded 
that  in  doing  so  they  have  the  protection 
of  the  Government  and  the  authorities. 
The  Government  newspapers  give  them 
the  cue,  and  scarcely  a  word  of  depreca- 
tion is  uttered  by  those  papers  or  by  the 
Government  supporters. 

Mr.  COGHILL  (Stoke-upon-Trcnt) :  I 
should  like  to  ask  those  hon.  Members  on 
this  side  of  the  House  who  have  taken 
part  in  public  meetings  since  the  year 
1886  how  much  liberty  of  speech  they 
have  been  allowed  to  have  at  their  public 
meetings  by  members  of  the  party  oppo- 
site. It  does  seem  extraordinary  that  the 
complaint  should  now  come  from  the 
Liberal  party  as  to  the  way  public  meet- 
ings have  been  interfered  with.  We  have 
been  accustomed  to  nothing  else  on  our 
side  but  to  have  our  meetings  interfered 
Anth,  but  we  never  came  down  whining  to 
the  House  of  Commons  to  move  the 
adjournment  of  the  House  because  our 
meetings  had  been  disturbod.  I  am  not 
a  great  admirer  of  the  Liberal  party,  but 
I  must  say  that  the  most  scandalous 
incident  in  the  history  of  the  Liberal 
party  which  I  have  ever  known  is  this, 
that  while  those  who  are  nearest  and 
dearest  to  us  are  fighting  for  their  country 
at  the  front,  the  whole  Liberal  party  to  a 
man  in  this  House  rise  in  support  of  a 
motion  for  the  adjournment  in  order  to 
seize  an  opportunity  of  expressing  their 
sympathies  with  those  who  are  fighting 
against  England.  Such  action  does  not 
redound  to  the  credit  of  the  Liberal 
party,  and  I  do  not  think  they  will  ^nd 
it  a  paying  thing  in  the  long  nm.  I 
regret  the  speech  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Dumfries  Burghs,  because  I  am  afraid  it 
will  be  very  much  misinterpreted  in 
foreign  countries,  and  the  impression  will 
go  forth  that  there  are  two  opinions  in 
regard  to  this  war,  while  hitherto  the  im- 
pression has  gone  forth  that  we  were  united. 
1  regret  the  hon.  Gentleman  has  made 
this  motion,  and  I  am  sorry  to  think  of 
the  direful  consec^u  nces  which  may 
follow. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND  (Clare, 
E.) :  I  desire  to  say  one  or  two  words 
because,  from  an  Irish  point  of  view,  this 
del)ate  is  extremely  interesting.  Most 
of  the  speeches  which  have  been  delivered 

Mr.  Bryn  Roberts, 


have  been  in  the  nature  erf  an  attack  upon 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  for  the 
attitude  which  he  has  taken  up  and  for 
the   doctrines  he  has  laid  down.     I  rise 
not   for   the  purpose  of  delivering   any 
attack  upon  the  First  Lord  of  the  Trea- 
sury, but,  as  an  Irish  Member  who  has,, 
from  time  to  time,  had  some  experience 
of  disturbances  at   election  times  and  of 
disturbances  which  follow  eviction  scenes, 
street  preaching,  and    other  matters   in 
Ireland,    to    thank    him    sincerely    and 
heartily  for  at  least  one  of  the  doctrine* 
he  has  laid  down.     From  time  to  time  in 
Ireland  serious  scenes  of    disorder  have 
followed  evictions.  I  have  seen  bloodshed 
and     something     approaching     to     ver3" 
serious  rioting  follow  evictions.     I  have 
seen     property    destroyed     and     houses 
attacked,  but  when  the  Irish  people  were 
charged  with   these  things,  and  when  a 
word  was  said  upon  their  behalf,  nobody 
that  I  ever  heard  of  came  forward  \*'ith 
the  plea  in  regard  to  these  poor  evicted 
people  that  human  natnre  should  be  con- 
sidered, and  nobody  laid  down  the  doctrine 
that  there  was  in  these  scenes  of  turmoft 
and  disturbance  a  limit  to  the  endurance  of 
human  nature.     I  think  that  is  an  excel- 
lent doctrine,  and  it  is  the  best  doctrine  I 
have   ever  heard  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury   propound.     I  thank  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  for  it,  and  I  can  promise 
him  and  the  House  most  faithfully  that 
the  next  time  there  follows  a  serious  dis- 
turbance after  an  eviction   in  Ireland,  if 
houses    should   be    wrecked,   if    persons 
should  be  attacked  and  blood  should  be 
spilled,  and  property  destroyed,  when  I 
or  any  other  Irish  Member  am  upbraided,, 
we    shall    come    here    and     apply     the 
doctrine  of  the    right   hon.    Gentleman 
that  **  there  is  some  limit  to  human  endur- 
ance."    Having    said     so    much,    I  will 
refer    to      the      speech     of     the     last 
speaker,      and      the       speech     of      the 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  Kortb 
Islington.     They  spoke  as   if   these   dis- 
turbances which  have  been  complained  of 
were  solely  confined  to  election  meetingft 
and  election  rows.     Why,  we  know  that 
election  meetings  and  rows  have  nothing, 
whatever  to  do  with  it.     The  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  North  Islington  said  he  had  gone 
through  many  contested  elections,  but  I 
think  I  can  beat  him  in  that,  for  I  have 
been  through  seven  or  eight  hotly  con- 
tested elections,  and   I   know    what  an 
election  row  is.  As  far  as  I  am  concerned^ 
sometimes  my  majorities  have  been  small 
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and  sometimes  large,  but  as  far  as  I  am  J  the  police  would  not  have  been  so  slow, 
concerned  I  should  be  the  last  person  Take  Dublin,  or  Limerick,  or  Waterford,. 
in  the  world  to  complain  myself  ;  >vhere  the  people,  or  a  vast  majority  of 
or  sympathise  with  Liberal  Mem- 1  them,  sympathise  with  the  Transvaal,  and 
Lers  who  complain  of  the  storming  '  a  gi^eat  majority  of  them  believe  this  war 
of  an  election  meeting  and  the  taking  of  I  is  unjust.  Suppose  the  minority,  say  in* 
the  platform.  I  think  that  is  one  of  the  '  my  constituency,  proposed  to  hold  in 
most  interesting  features  of  electioneering.  Cork  or  Waterford  an  indoor  meeting  by 
1  f  for  the  future  election  contests  were  to  ticket  to  condemn  the  Transvaal  Republie 
i.e  conducted  without  any  excitement,  and  support  the  war;  and  suppose  that 
rnd  if  every  election  meeting  was  to  be  "  on   the     evening    of     such    meeting    a 


i  onducted  with  the  decorum  of  a  Quakers' 
gathering,  if  those  circumstances  pre- 
vailed, as  far  as  I  am  concerned,  political 
life  would  have  lost  much  of  its  charm  ; 
hut,  as  far  as  I  understand  it,  there  is  no 
complaint  of  interference  with  election 
meetings  whatever.      The  suggestion  is 


crowd  of  Nationalists,  forming  the 
ovenv helming  majority  of  the  people,, 
and  being  intensely  excited,  broke 
into  the  meeting,  smashed  the  hall,  and 
injured  the  people  who  participated  in 
those  gatherings,  what  would  have  hap- 
pened T    Why,  the  hall  would  have  been 


too  absurd,  and  I  ask  the  House  what '  entered  by  an  armed  force  of  police  with 
possible  parallel  or  comparison  can  be  |  batons  and  rifles  and  bayonets  by  their 
drawn  between  a  row  at  an  election  side,  and  hundreds  of  men  would  have 
meeting  such  as  that  spoken  of  by  the  hon.  been  made  amenable  to  the  law.  But  in 
Member  for  North  Islington  and  what  England  there  is  no  protection  whatever 
took  place  at  Scarborough  1  There  was  no  foi:  the  minority,  and  if  I  desired  to 
question  of  an  election  meeting  or  contest  belong  to  a  minority  I  would  rather 
there.     There  was  no  question  of  a  public   belong  to  a  minority  in  Ireland  than  in 


meeting  of  any  kind  whatever ;  and  what 
occurred  ?  Why,  every  Member  of  this 
House  and  every  man  who  loves  liberty 


England.  Reference  has  been  made  to- 
street  preaching  in  Cork,  and  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  seemed  to  think 


must  read  with  regret  what  occurred.  |  that,  because  those  meetings  were  allowed,. 
The  business  premises  of  Mr.  Joshua  '  the  police  should  not  interfere  in  this- 
Rowntree  were  wrecked  and  smashed '  country  with  such  meetings  as  we 
to  pieces,  and  the  business  premises  of  ;  have  been  discussing  to-night.  What 
other  members  of  his  family  were  also  companson  can  you  draw  oetween  the 
wrecked  and  smashed  to  pieces  But,  not  j  man  who  will  insist  upon  preaching 
satisfied  with  that,  the  riotous  mob,  after  doctrines  in  the  street,  where  ne  knows 
demolishing  the  business  premises  of  the  people  are  opposed  to  him,  and  the 
this  family,  went  to  their  private  resi-  men  who  call  a  meeting  and  say  that 
dence,  where  their  wives  and  children  nobody  need  come  to  the  meeting 
were,  and  riddled  it  with  stones  and  without  a  ticket  1  There  is  no  com- 
attacked  them  in  a  most  violent  and  dis-  i  parison  at  all  between  the  two  cases,, 
orderly  manner.  That  is  what  I  take  it  the  and  I  say  the  analogy  of  street 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  who  moved  '  preaching  in  CJork  does  not  compare, 
the  adjournment  of  the  House  complained  I  will  once  more  heartily  and  sincerely 
of,  and  not  of  an  election  row.  I  take  the  thank  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  for 
instance  with  reference  to  an  attack  made  his  "  limit  to  human  endurance  "  doctrine,, 
upon  the  house  of  a  shopkeeper  in  Strat- '  and  I  promise  him  that  the  next  time  we 
ford-upon-Avon.  The  man  did  not  pro-  have  in  Ireland  a  scene  of  violent  disorder 
pose  to  hold  a  meeting,  but  his  shop  was  '  among  Irish  Nationalists,  and  he  attempts 
attacked  and  not  only  were  the  windows  |  to  prosecute  me  in  the  matter — which  is 
broken,  but  the  mob  broke  into  the  '  more  than  likely — I  shall  come  to  this 
house  and  demolished  all  his  stock-in-  House  and  put  in  the  doctrine  laid  down 
trade,  broke  all  the  furniture  and  all  the  I  by  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury,  that 
china  which  it  was  his  business  to  sell  in  |  even  where  property  is  destroyed,  where 
his  shop,  and  left  him  there  practically  '  bio^^  is  g^ed,  where  personal  liberty  ia 
ruined.     1  hat  is  what  is  complained  of.    •  .  ^      ,      -^u    u  r    ^u     i  j  \ci_ 

We  are  told  that  the  police  are  doing  all    '^^^^^^  ^f  ^»  before  the  kw  and  the 

they  can,  and  we  are  informed  that  they  P^^*^®  ^^^  ^"^  '"  Y^^  °*^®  6^*  ^  ^^^^ 
will  protect  the  property  of  these  people,  every  allowance  for  the  limit  which 
If  these  disturbances  had  been  in  Ireland  ,  human  endurance  can  stand. 
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*Mu.  STUART  WORTLEV  (Sheffield,  uot  mean  miything.  The  Home  Secretory 
liallam) :  The  arguments  brought  for-  has  uudou])tedly  the  power  to  refuse  his 
ward  by  the  hou.  AJcmber  who  has  just  certificate  to  a  local  police  force  for  waut 
sat  down,  and  the  analogy  he  has  drawn  of  numbers  or  for  the  want  of  general 
from  the  ciise  of  Ireland,  do  not  dispose  efficiency.  There  is  no  doubt  that  there 
of  the  matter,  as  comfortably  as  right  hou.  might  be  some  particular  ca^  of  a  Ijreach 
Gentlemen  opposite  seem  to  think,  lean  of  public  order  which  might  lie  taken  as 
remember  a  time  when  they  were  less  evidence  of  general  inefficiency,  but  is  that 
interested  in  the  maintenance  of  pul)lic  ,  the  ca^se  here  1  Is  the  Home  Secretary 
order  in  Irehiud,  and  when,  in  reference  to  say  to  every  police  force  when  at  the 
to  the  incidents  of  evictions,  they  them-  end  of  the  year  he  comes 'to  give  his 
selves  used  this  very  argument  about  the  ,  certificate  and  the  Government  grant, 
limit  of  human  endurance  very  much  in  that  ''  upon  such  a  day  and  upon  such 
the  same  way  as  the  First  Lord  of  the  an  occasion  public  opinion,  under  circum- 
Trcasury  has  used  it  to-day.  They  have  stances  totally  exceptional  and  under 
used  this  argument  and  they  have  conditions  of  peculiar  excitement,  l)oiled 
used  it  solely  f«»»'  the  pm-pose  of  over  just  enough  to  produce  a  deplprable 
^lemonstrating  that  in  respect  of  public  riot,  and  therefore  the  grant  must  be 
ilistm-banecs  this  argument  of  human  withheld "  l  There  is  not  a  municipality 
nature  and  endurance  operates  in  in  this  country  which  is  not  as  ready  to 
favour  of  popular  majorities  at  all  jjreserve  law  and  order  and  liberty  of 
times  and  at  all  places.  The  argument  speech  as  the  hon.  Gentlemen  oppo- 
means  that  the  persons  who  provoke  site  who  regard  themselves  as  the  only 
hostile  majorities  have  also  their  respon-  custodians  of  law  and  order.  This 
jsi]>ilities ;  the  street  preacher  even  has  his  .  indictment  which  has  been  brought  is 
responsibilities.  But  to  say  that  by  no ,  really  an  indictment  of  our  great 
means  divests  or  relieves  the  Government  i  popiUar  institutions  under  which  law. and 
or  the  local  authorities  of  their  responsi-  order  are  maintained, 
bilities,    and   nothing   of    the  kind   was  * 

intended  by  the  remark  of  the  right  hon.  Sui.  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN  : 
Gentleman  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury.  .  I  cordially  agree  with  what  the  hon. 
It  ought  not  to  be  'lecessary  to  say  these  ,  Gentleman  who  has  just  sat  down  has 
things,  but  after  the  attempt  which  has  j  said,  and  with  what  the  Leader  of  the 
been  made  to  make  political  capital  out  •  House  said  with  regard  to  the  responsi- 
of  it,  it  is  necessary  to  iuldress  argu-  Inlity  which  rests  at  a  time  of  great  local 
ments  to  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  which  j  excitement  upon  those  who  call  a  public 
ought  to  be  spoon  meat  to  babes.  The  j  meeting  to  express  something  which  is 
Member  for  the  Cricklade  Division  says  j  disagreeable  to  the  neighbourhood.  I 
the  Home  Secrctiiry  has  the  power  in  his  \  entirely  agree  with  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
Jiands  to  assist  in  this  matter  of  suppress-  i  man  who  has  just  sat  down  that  any  one, 
ing  disorder  by  stopping  the  (government  whether  a  street  preacher  or  an  evicting 
^iuit  to  local  p4>lice  forces  in  cases  where  [  landlord,  who  commits  an  act  calculate 
they  h^ve  not  interfered  with  these  |  to  excite  a  disturbance  of  public  order, 
riotous  proceedings.  That  doctrine  is  not  i  has  a  great  respoiisibility.  But  the  point 
only  J)ad  kw  but  it  is  bad  policy.  '  of  this  case  lies  precisely  in  this — that  the 

great  majority  of  the  instances  which  have 


LoiLD  EDMONI)  FITZMAURICE :  I 


been   referred  to   hive   not   l»een  public 


<lid  not  put  it  in  that  way.  1  .siiid  that  ,  meetings  at  all.  There  are  two  classes  of 
iiuch  power  ought  to  be  used  in  excep-  persons  aggrieved — those  who  have  not 
tional  cases  oidy,  and  that  the  Home  been  coiuiccted  with  any  meeting  what- 
Secretary  might  let  it  be  known  that  he  has  ever,  but  who  simply  on  account  of 
the  powejr,  and  that  he  would  use  it  under  opinions  imputed  or  genuine — simply 
exceptional  circumstances.  |  on  account  of  opinions  which  they  are 

'  supposed  to  entertain,  have  been  subjected 
*Mu.  STUART-WORTLEY :  The  hope  '  to  coercive  proceedings  on  the  part  of 
of  the  noble  Lord  was  that  a  general  ;  their  neighbours ;  and  there  are  those  who 
impression  would  be  created  somehow  or  i  have  called  meetings  together  for  the 
other  that  the  Government  had  a '  purpose  of  expressing  their  ^opinions  in 
responsibility  iri  this  ciise.  If  the  noble  \  private.  In  the  latter  case  only  those 
Lonl's  words  (l(»  not  mean  that  they  do    people  have  been  asked  to  attend  who  are 
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of  like  mind  in  political  matters ;  but 
other  men,  holding  different  opinions  on  a 
purely  political  subject,  have  chosen 
to  come  and  prevent  the  holding  of  the 
raeetings.  Those  are  the  circumstances 
to  which  we  have  endeavoured  to  direct 
the  attention  of  the  Government.  When 
I  put  the  question  on  the  Paper  my 
object  was  to  stimulate  the  activity  and 
attention  of  the  Grovernment.  I  fully 
expected,  from  all  that  I  had  heard  and 
from  my  natural  conception  of  what  the 
feelings  and  desires  of  the  Government 
would  be,  that  they  would  have  strongly 
condemned  these  proceedings.  But  in- 
stead of  that — though  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  did,  indeed,  deprecate  them 
as  very  improper  and  wrong — he  devoted 
three-quarters  of  his  speech  to  an  exposi- 
tion of  the  crime  committed  against  order 
by  those  who  had  suffered  from  the  riots. 
Anyone  listening  to  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman's speech  would  have  thought  that 
he  considered  the  conduct  of  those  who 
had  called  the  meetings,  or  who  were  the 
subjects  of  the  violence,  was  quite  as 
reprehensible  as  that  of  those  who  dis- 
turbed the  meetings.  The  right  hon. 
Oentleman  said  that  they  had  no  business 
to  hold  meetings  for  the  purpose  of  ex- 
pressing opinions  which  were  not  agree- 
able to  their  neighbours.  [Ministerial 
cries  of  "No."]  "Agreeable"  was  the 
word  which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
used.  That  is  a  limitation  on  freedom  of 
opinion  and  speech  wo  have  never  heard 
here  before. 

Ma.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  I  must  be 
peculiarly  unfortunate  in  my  utterances. 
1  thought  that  the  version  which  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  gave  at  the  beginning  of 
his  speech  was  perfectly  accurate ;  but  I  was 
certainly  never  guilty  of  the  observation 
which  he  has  just  attributed  to  me. 

Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN  : 
When  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  was  de- 
fining those  who  had  incurred  the  respon- 
aibility  to  which  he  very  properly  pointed, 
he  referred  to  them  as  those  who  enter- 
tained and  wished  to  express  opinions 
which  were  "  not  agreeable  to  ninety -nine 
hundredths  of  the  country.  As  to  the 
^>ther  theoiy  which  he  put  fonn'ard — that 
on  this  occasion  the  rioters  were  those 
who  were  excited,  by  the  recollection  of 
the  loss  of  relatives  and  friends,  but  that 
^irgument  has  already  been  answered  by 
my  hon.  friend  behind  me — you  will  not 


find  among  the  relatives  of  those  who 
have  fallen  the  least  strong  in  condemna- 
tion of  the  war.  The  hon.  Member  for 
Islin^n  went  so  far  as  to  dub  all  those 
who  held  a  different  opinion  from  his  own 
as  semi-traitors. 

Mr.  BARTLEY  :  I  protest  against  that 
statement.  I  never  did  anything  of  the 
sort.  I  referred  to  things  which  were 
said  by  many  persons,  and  I  said  that  they 
were  semi-traitorous.  I  would  go  further 
than  that  even  in  many  cases. 

Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN : 

If  opinions  of  disapproval  of  the  war  are 
semi-traitorous 

Mr.  BARTLEY :  I  never  said  so. 

Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN : 
There  are  many  officers  and  men  fighting 
in  the  war  who  are  semi-traitors.  We 
must  protest  now,  as  we  have  protested 
all  along,  against  mixing  up  two  things 
which  are  entirely  distinct — opinions  as 
to  the  origin  and  necessity  for  the  war, 
upon  which  there  may  be  many  differences, 
and  opinions  as  to  the  obligations  upon 
us  all,  when  our  country  is  engaged  in 
this  great  war,  to  give  her  all  the  support 
in  our  power.  I  hold>  notwithstanoing 
what  the  hon.  Member  has  said,  that  he 
is  really  the  higher  and  better  patriot 
who,  not  approving  of  the  origin  of  the 
war  in  all  respects,  yet  supports  his 
country  in  the  hour  of  her  trial.  The 
object  which  I  had  in  putting  the  ques- 
tion on  the  Paper  was  to  stimulate  the 
action  of  the  Government.  The  Home 
Secretary  says  that  it  lies  with  the  local 
magistrates.  But  he  is  the  local  m^is- 
trate  in  the  metropolis.  He  is  responsible 
for  Mile  End,  Exeter  Hall,  PaddingtOI^ 
and  other  places.  Any  one  who  reads  the 
local  newspapers  of  the  districts  in  which 
the  interrupted  meetings  have  been  held 
will  see  exactly  what  has  happened. 
Again  and  again  disturbances  and  riot^j 
have  been  directly  instigated  by  the  local 
newspapers.  The  case  of  Sheffield  has 
been  mentioned.  I  have  in  my  pocket 
extracts  which  I  could  read  to  the  Hou^ 
from  local  newspapers,  and  all  to  this 
effect : — "  A  private  meeting  is  to  be  held 
by  these  traitorous  persons.  No  one  is  to 
be  admitted  without  a  ticket.  I  wonder 
whether  a  ticket  can  be  obtained.  I 
think  I  shall  buy  one ;  and,  I  hope 
others    will  be  there."      They    pointed 
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out  also  that  there  were  different 
entrances  to  the  hall  to  which 
invited  persons  could  gain  an  entrance. 
All  that  is  a  distinct  incitement  of  the 
familiar  nature  indicated  by  the  saying, 
**  Don't  nail  his  ears  to  the  pump." 

Mr.  STUART  WORTLEY :  Does  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  say  he  is  quoting 
from  a  Sheffield  newspaper  ? 

Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN  : 
Yes. 

Mr.  STUART  WORTLEY  :  Quoting  1 

Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN : 
Well,  I  said  I  would  not  read  it,  but  I  have 
it  in  my  pocket.  [An  Hon.  Member  : 
Read  it.]  It  is  the  Sheffield  Weekly 
News.  It  says,  "There  will  be  tea  at 
5.30  p.m."  fLaughter.]  Does  the  hon. 
Gentleman  who  laughs  never  take  tea  at 
5.30  p.m.  ?  "  And  if  you  want  to  join 
the  tea  you  are  requested  to  apply  early 
to"  so  and  so,  "but  you  wou*t  be  ad- 
mitted unless  you  bring  your  circular.  We 
do  not  want  any  of  those  wicked  patriots 
singing  *  God  Save  the  Queen  '  and  voting 
against  our  pious  adoration  of  the  nine- 
teenth century  St.  Paul,"  and  so  on. 
And  they  quote  the  circular,  "from 
which  you  see  you  are  invited  afterwards 
to  spend  a  pleasant  evening  vilifying 
your  country,  insulting  her  flag,  and 
glorifying  her  enemies.  Will  I  be 
there  ?  Well,  I  fancy  so,  if  I  can  beg, 
borrow,  or  steal  a  circular,  and  I  know 
some  others  who  will  accompany  me. 
Do  not  forget,  this  afternoon  at  the 
Cutlers'  Hall,  at  5.30  p.m."  There  is  a 
great  deal  more  to  the  same  effect,  and 
they  quote  the  instance  of  Edinburgh, 
and  glory  in  the  fact  that  a  number  of 
students  in  Edinburgh  bought  tickets  of 
admission  not  intended  for  them  in  order 
to  create  a  riot.  I  merely  quote  that  as 
an  instance  of  the  kind  of  thing  that  is 
going  on  all  over  the  country.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  will  say,  "We  have  no 
control  over  the  newspapers ;  these  may 
be  very  foolish,  wicked,  or  indiscreet 
newspapers,  but  we  cannot  control  them." 
No,  but  this  was  an  opportunity  for  the 
Gk)vemment  to  bring  the  whole  weight  of 
their  authority  to  bear  in  favour  of  the 
right  of  free  speech.  The  Home  Secre- 
tary, as  has  already  been  remarked,  was 
particularly  moved  by  the  question  of 
property. 

Sir  H.  CamphrU-Bannerman. 


♦Sir  M.  white  RIDLEY :  No. 


Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN : 
Well,  he  always  quoted  the  destruction  of 
property.     But  there  is  the  risk  to  life. 

♦Sir  M.  white  RIDLEY :  My  remark 
as  to  the  destruction  of  property  was  with 
reference  to  a  particular  case  as  to  getting 
compensation  under  the  Riot  (Damages) 
Act.     There  was  no  danger  to  life. 

Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN : 
Property  does  not  matter  so  much,  and 
even  a  broken  head  does  not  so  much 
matter;  there  is  something  behind  and 
below  it  which  is  a  much  more  serious 
question — it  is  the  right  of  free  opinion 
and  the  free  expression  of  opinion.  The 
breaking  of  plate-glass  windows  is  a  dis- 
graceful proceeding  and  is  to  be  regretted, 
but  plate-glass  windows  can  be  restored  ; 
but  if  you  take  away  the  right  of  free 
speech,  which  the  people  of  this  country 
have  always  enjoyed,  you  cannot  so 
readily  restore  that.  I  regret  exceedingly 
that  the  two  right  hon.  Gentlemen  have 
not  given  a  more  satisfactory  answer  to 
us  on  this  question,  but  I  am  quite  con 
tent,  because  at  all  events  we  have  don«? 
our  part  in  vindicating  freedom  of  opinion. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  has  said  that 
his  party  has  been  deprived  in  some 
instances  of  that  right ;  I  can  only  say 
that  I  am  not  aware  that  that  has  occurred 
at  any  place  except  during  the  excitement 
of  a  general  election,  when  meetings  are, 
I  bebeve,  in  this  country,  not  in  mine^ 
broken  up  by  both  sides.  I  should  lik.^ 
to  be  told  if  there  is  any  case,  except 
that  of  the  organised  riots  at  Aston,  near 
Birmingham.  I  cannot  express  an  opinion 
until  I  revive  the  facts,  but  I  cannot  call 
to  mind  any  other  case  in  which  similar 
acts  were  committed  and  in  which  a 
private  meeting,  held  by  Conservatives  in 
order  to  exchange  their  own  ideas 
amongst  themselves,  was  interrupted  and 
broken  in  upon  by  members  of  the  other 
side  in  politics. 

Mr.  C.  p.  SCOTT  (Lancashire,  Leigh): 
There  is  obviously  among  hon.  Gtentle- 
men  opposite  great  sympathy  with  these 
rioters  throughout  the  country.  Indctni, 
there  would  appear  to  be  a  certain 
amount  of  sympathy  with  them  on  the 
part  of  the  Leader  of  the  House.  Hon. 
Gentlemen,  by  their  action,  are  letting 
the  cat  out  of  the  bag,  and  are  showing 
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the  real  spirit  which  animates  the  Con- 
servative party,  not  only  in  the  country 
but  in  this  House.  I  think  it  concerns 
every  lover  of  his  country  that  there 
should  be  liberty  to  consider  the  grave 
issues  before  us  at  the  present  time. 
We  are  told  we  ought  to  hold  our  peace 
because  of  those  who  have  lost 
relatives  and  friends  in  the  war. 
No  one  can  have  more  sympathy  than  I 
have  with  those  who  have  lost  relatives 
and  friends,  and  I  believe  that  feeling  is 
common  to  both  sides  and  to  all  parties  ;  I 
but  we  ought  to  try  and  see  that  we  get 
the  best  return  possible  for  this  sacrifice  of 
blood  and  treasure.  [Interruption.]  The 
spirit  of  the  mob  has  invaded  the  floor  of 
tnis  House,  and  hon.  Members  are  not 
true  patriots  who  would  put  down  dis- 
cussion on  this  subject  by  clamour  and 
would  have  an  opportunity  now  which 
may  not  occur  later  of  bringing  this  war 
to  an  end  on  honourable  terms. 

♦Mr.  SPEAKER:  The  hon  Member 
is  not  at  liberty  to  go  into  the  ques- 
tion of  the  war  on  the  question  of 
disturbances  in  the  country. 

Mr.  C.  p.  SCOTT  :  An  attempt  is  being 
made  by  these  disturbances  to  drown  dis- 
cussion at  the  only  time  when  discussion 
can  be  useful,  and  to  substitute  mob 
violence  for  reason  and  for  humanity. 
[Renewed  interruption.]  It  is  absolutely 
useless  to  reason  with  certain  hon.  Mem- 
bers— about  as  useless  as  to  reason  with 
a  mob  in  the  street.  I  think  the  country 
sees  the  spirit  which  animates  those  who 


have  made  the  war,  and  who  are  deter- 
mined to  carry  it  through  to  the  bitter 
end.  They  may  have  the  best  of  the 
shouting 

*Mr.  SPEAKER:  The  hon.  Member 
does  not  appear  to  me  to  be  addressing 
himself  to  the  question  of  the  disturb- 
ances in  the  country. 

Mr.  CRILLY  (Mayo,  N.^:  I  cannot 
hear  anything  the  hon.  Gentleman  says. 

Question  put. 

Mr.  C.  p.  SCOTT :  In  the  disturbance 
I  did  not  hear,  Sir,  whether  you  had  put 
the  question  or  not,  and  I  wish  to  know 
whether  I  am  at  liberty  to  address  the 
House. 

♦Mr.  SPEAKER  :  I  understood  that 
the  hon.  Member  had  finished  his  speech. 
In  fact,  I  saw  the  hon.  Member  sit  down, 
and  I  put  the  question.  It  was  after  I 
had  put  the  question  that  I  saw  him  rise 
again. 

Mr.  C.  p.  SCOTT :  I  sat  down,  Mr. 
Speaker,  because  I  understood  you  had 
risen  to  call  me  to  order. 

♦Mr.  speaker  :  After  I  had  pointed 
out  to  the  hon.  Member  that  he  was  out 
of  order  he  remained  sitting. 

The  House  divided: — Ayes,  120; 
Noes,  229.     (Division  List  No.  67.) 


Abraham.  W.  (Cork,  N.E.) 
Abrahaiti,  William  (Rhondda) 
Allan,  William  (Gateshead) 
Ambrose,  Robert 
Ashton,  Thomas  Gair 
Asquith,  Rt.  Hon.  Herbert  H. 
Atnerley-Jones,  L. 
Aastin,  M.  (Limerick,  W.) 
Barlow,  John  Emmott 
Hayley, Thomas  (Derbyshire) 
Beaumont,  Wentworth  C.B. 
BUlson,  Alfred 
Blake,  Edward 
Broadhurst,  Henry 
Brunner,  Sir  John  Tomlinson 
Bryce,  Rt.  Hon.  James 
Buchanan,  Thomas  Rybnm 
Bums,  John 
Burt,  Thomas 
Buxton,  Sydney  Charles 
Caldwell,  James 
Campbell-Bannerman,  Sir  H. 
Causton,  Riclfard  Knight 


AYES. 

Channing,  Francis  Allston 

Clark,  Dr.  G.  B. 

Colvilie,  John 

Cou  rtney ,  Rt.  Hon.  Le  onard  H. 

Crilly,  Daniel 

Crombie,  John  William 

Curran,  Thomas  B.  (Donegal) 

Curran,  Thomas  (Sligo,  S.) 

Dewar,  Arthur 

Donelan,  Captain  A. 

Doogan,  P.  C. 

Douglas,  Chas.  M.  (Lanark) 

Duckworth,  James 

Dunn,  Sir  William 

Ellis,  Jolm  Edi^rard 

Evans,  S.  T.  (Glamorgan) 

Evan8,SirF.  H.  (Southampton) 

Farquharson,  Dr.  Robert 

Fenwick,  Charles 

Ferguson,  RC.  Munro-(Leith) 

Fitzmaurice.  Lord  Edmond 

Flavin,  Michael  Joseph 

Fowler,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Henry 


Fowler,  Dr.  Joseph  Francis 
Groddard,  Daniel  Ford 
Gold,  Charles 

Gurdon,  Sir  Wm.  Brampton 
Harcourt,Rt.Hon.Sir  William 
Hayne,Rt.  Hon.  Charles  Seale- 
Hemphill,  Rt.  Hon.  Chas.  H. 
Hogan,  James  Francis 
Homiman,  Frederick  John 
Jacoby,  James  Alfred 
Jone8,DavidBrynmor(Swn'8ea 
Jones,  Wm.  (Carnarvonshire) 
Kay-Shuttleworth,RtHnSirU. 
Kilbride,  Denis 
Kinloch,  Sir  John  Creorge  S. 
Labouchere,  Henry 

Lawson,SirWilfrid(Cumb'land 
Leng,  Sir  John 
Lloyd-George,  David 
Lough,  Thomas 
Lyell,  Sir  Leonard 
\lacalee8e,  Daniel 
MacDonnell,Dr.  M.  A  (Qu'n.  C. 
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M*Crae,  Geor^jfe 
M*Derniott,  Patrick 
M*Kwan,  William 
M^Kenna,  Reginald 
McLaren,  Charles  Benjamin 
Maddison,  Fred. 
Morley^Rt.  Hn.Jolin(  Montrose 
Morton,  E.  J.  C.  (Devonport) 
Nussey,  Thomas  Willans 
G*Brien.  JaTies  F.  X.  (Cork) 
O'Brien,  Patrick  (Kilkenny) 
O'Connor,  Ja*^.  (Wicklow,  W.) 
O'Connor,  T*  P.  (Liverpool) 
O'Malley,  William 
Palmer,  Geo.  Wm.   (Reading) 
Pease,  Joseph  A.  (Northumb.) 
Philipps,  John  Wynford 
Pickeragill,  Edward  Hai*e 
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Power,  Patrick  Joseph 
Price,  Robert  John 
Randell,  Uavid 
Reckitt,  Harold  James 
Redmond,  John  E.  (Waterfd) 
Redmond,  William  (Clare) 
Reid,  Sir  Robert  Thrcshie 
RichartUon,  J.  (Durham,  S.E.) 
Roberta,  John  Bryn  (Eition) 
Roberts,  John  H.  (Denbighsh. 
Robertson,  Edmund  (Dundee) 
Robson,  William  Snowdon 
Schwann,  Charles  E. 
Scott,  Chaa.Prestwich  (Leigh) 
Sinclair,CaptJohn(  Forfarsmre 
Smith,  Samuel  (Flint) 
Soames,  Arthur  Wellesley 
Souttar,  Robinson 
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Steadman,  William  Cbarlen 
Strachey,  Edward 
Sullivan,  Donal  (Westmesth) 
Tanner,  Charles  Koarns 
Tennant,  Harold  John 
Thomas,  Alf.  (Glamomm,  E.) 
Thomas,  David  Alf.  ( Merthyr) 
Trevelyan,  Charles  PhUips 
Ure,  Alexander 
Wallace,  Roliert 
Wedderburn,  Sir  William 
Whittaker,  Thomas  Palmer 
Wilson,  Frederick  W.(Norfolk 
WUson,  John  (Govan) 
Yoxall,  Jamea  Henry 
Tellers    for   the   Ayes— 

Mr.  Herbert  Gladstone  and 

Mr.  M  Arthur. 


AUhusen,  Augustus  Henry  E.   , 
Allsopp,  Hon.  George 
Archdale,  Edward  Mervyn 
Arnold,  Alfred 
Arrol,  Sir  William 
Atkinson,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Bailey,  James  ( Walworth) 
Baird,  John  George  Alexander 
Balcarres,  Lord 
Balfour,Rt.Hu.A.J.(Manch'r) 
Barnes,  Frederic  Gorell 
Bardey,  George  C.  T. 
Beach,Rt.  Hn.SirM.  H.  (Bristol 
Beckett,  Ernest  William 
Bern  rose.  Sir  Henry  Howe 
Bethell,  Commander 
Bhownaggree,  Sir  M.  M. 
Biddulph,  Michael 
Bill,  Charles 
BlunJel',  Colonel  Henry 
Bond,  Edward 
Bonsor,  Henry  Cosmo  Orme 
Boulnois,  Edmund 
Bowles,  CapLH.F.  (Middlesex 
Braasey,  Albert 
Brodrick,  Rt.  Hon.  St.  John 
Brown,  Alexander  H. 
Brymer,  William  Ernest 
Bullard,  Sir  Harry 
Butcher,  John  George 
Carson,  Rt.  Hon.  Eidward 
Cavendish,  R.  F.  (N.  Lanes.) 
Cavendish.V.C.W.(Derb'shire 
Cecil,  Evelyn  (Hertford,  East^ 
Cecil,  Lord  Hugh  (Greenwich) 
Chamberlain«Rtw  Hn.  J.(Birra. ) 
(]!hamberlain,J.Au8ten(Worc*r 
Chaplin,  Rt.  Hon.  Henry 
Qharrington,  Spencer 
Clare,  Octavius  Leigh 
CoghUl,  DouglskS  Harry 
Cohen,  Benjamin  Louis 
Coliinffs,  Rt.  Hon.  Jeese 
ColomD,SirJohnCharles  Ready 
Cook,  Fred.  Lucas  (Lambeth) 
Cooke,C.  W.  RadcUffe(Heref  d ) 
Corbett,A.  Caroeron(GIa8gow. 
Comwallis,  FiennesStanley  W. 
Cotton- J(>drell,Col.  Edw.T.D. 
Cripps,  Charles  Alfred 
CuDitt,  Hon.  Henry 
Currie,  Sir  Donald 
Curzon,  Vifteoimt 
Dalbiac,  Colonel  Philip  Hugh 


NOES. 

Dalrymple,  Sir(>harles 
Denny,  Colonel 
Dickin-ioa,  Robert  Edmond 
Digby,  John  K.  D.  Wingfield- 
Donkin.  Richanl  Sim 
Dorinj^ton.  Sir  John  Edward 
Daui^las,  Rt.  Hon.  A  Akers- 
Doxford,  Sir  Wm.  Theodore 
Drage,  Geottrey 
Dvke,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  W.  Hart 
Elliot,  Hon.  A.  Ralph  D. 
Faber,  George  Denison 
Fardell,  Sir  T.  tieorge 
Fellowes,  Hon.  Ailwyn  Edw, 
Ferj»us?on,Rt  Hn.SirJ(Manc'r 
Field,  Admiral  (Eastbourne) 
Finch,  Georee  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Robt.  Ikumatyne 
Firbank,  Joseph  Thomas 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
Fison,  Frederick  William 
Fletcher,  Sir  Henry 
Forster,  Henry  William 
Foster,  Colonel  (Lancaster) 
Fry,  Lewis 

Galloway,  Wm.  Johnson 
Garfit,  William 
Gedge,  Sydney 
Gibb^,Hn.A.('i.H(CityofLond. 
Gibbs,  Hon.Vicary  (St.  Albans 
Gilliat,  John  Saunders 
Grodson,  Sir  A.  Fre<lerick 
Goldsworthy,  Major-General 
Gordon,  Hon.  John  Edward 
Gor«*t,  Rt.  Hn.  Sir  John  Eldon 
Go«*chen,  George  J.  (Sussex) 
Gouldinc.  Edward  Alfred 
Green,  W.  D.  (Wednesbury) 
Greene,Henry  D.  (Shrewsbury) 
Gull,  Sir  Cameron 
Halsey,  Thomas  Frederick 
Hamilton,  Rt.  H n.  LordGeorge 
Hanbury,  Rt.  Hon.  Robt.  W. 
Hanson,  Sir  Reginald 
Hardy,  Laurence 
Hare,  Thomas  Leigh 
Heath,  James 
Holder,  Au^;ustus 
Hickman,  Sir  Alfred 
Hoare,  E.  Brodie(Hampstead) 
Howard,  Joseph 
Howell,  William  Tudor 
Hosier,  Hn  James  Henry  Cecil 
Hudson,  Geoi;ge  Bickersteth 


Hutchinson,  CaptG.  W.Grice- 
Jackson,  Rt.  Hon.  W.  Lawie» 
JelFreys,  Arthur  Frederick 
•lenkins.  Sir  John  Jones 
Jessel,  Capt.  Herbert  MertoD 
Johnston,  William  (Belfast) 
Kennaway,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  J.  H. 
Keuyon-Slaney,  Col.  William 
Keswick,  William 
Knowlea,  Lee-* 
Lafone,  Alfred 
Laurie^  Lieut. -General 
Lawrenoe.SirE.  Duming-<Com 
Lawrence,  Wm.  F.  (Liverpool) 
Lawson,  John  Grant  (Yorks) 
Lecky,  Rt.  Hon.Wm.  E.  H. 
Leigh -Bennett,  Henry  Currie 
Leichton,  Stanley 
Lockwood,  Lieut. -Col.  A.  R. 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Erskine 
Long,Ck)l.Charles  W.(  Eveshan^ 
I^ng,  Rt.  Hon.  W.  (Liverp'l) 
Lonsdale,  John  Brownlee 
Lowles,  John 

Lowther,Rt.Hn.  James  (Kent) 
Lowther,RtHnJW(Curab'iand 
Loyd,  Archie  Kirkman 
Lucas-Shad  well,  William 
Lytt^lton,  Hon.  Alfred 
Afacartney,  W.  G.  Ellison 
Macrlona,  John  Cumming 
Mac  Tver,  David  (Liverpool) 
Maclean,  James  Mackenzie 
M*Arthur,  Charles  (Liverpool) 
M'Iver,Sir  L.  (Edinbu^,  W) 
Martin,  Richard  Biddulph 
Ma«*sey- Main  waring,  Hn.  W.  F, 
Max  well,  Rt.Hn.SirHerbert  E. 
Melville,  Beresford  Vjalentine 
Middlemore,  J.  Throgmorton 
Milbank,SirPowlettCnas.J  hn 
Milner,  Sir  Frederick  George 
Mil  ward.  Colonel  Victor 
Monckton,  Edward  PhiHp 
Monk,  C^harles  James 
More,  Robt.  Jasper  (Shropsh.) 
Morgan,  Hn  Frea.(Monm*shire 
MorrelK  George  Herbert 
Morton,  A  rtiiur  H.  A.(I>^lford 
Muntz,  Philip  A. 
Murray,  Rt.  Hn.  A.  G.  (Bate) 
Murray,  Charles  J.  (Coventry) 
Myers,  William  Henry 
Newdigate,Franci8  Alexander 
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Nicol,  DonaM  Ninian 
Pfthner,  Sir  Chax.  M.  (Durham 
Parka*,  Ebenezer 
P^ikie,  Herb.  Pike  (Dailin^'n 
Penn,  John 

PhilIpott8,  Captain  Arthur 
Pierpoint,  Uo^^ert 
Pil  kiDff  ton,  Rich  ( LancsNewt'n 
Piatt- Uigi^ins,  FreUerick 
Plunkett^lUHn  HoraceCurzon 
Pollock,  Harry  Frederick 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Pryce-JoneJ«,  Lt.-('ol.  Edward 
Purvis,  Robert 
Quilter,  Sir  Cnthbert 
Kawh,  Major  Freileric  Came 
Renshaw,  Charles  Bine 
Hentoul,  James  Alexander 
Ricbar«b4,  Henry  diaries 
Ridley,Rt.  Hn.S'ii  Matthew  W, 
Ritohie,Rt.  Hn.Chas.  Thomson 
Robertson,  Herl>ert  (Hacknev 
R  Hit,  Sir  Alliert  Kaye 
Round,  JaniOM 
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Russell,C;enF.S.(Cheltenhjiin 
RuHHell,  T.  W.  (Tyrone) 
Rutherford,  John 
Rydei\  John  Herbert  Dudley 
Samuel,  Harry  S.  (LimehoU'je) 
Seely ,  ( *harle»  Hilton 
Seton-Karr,  Henry 
Sharpe,  Willi  tui  ICdward  T. 
Shaw-Stewart,M.  H.(  Renfrew) 
Sidebotham,  J.  W.  (ClR'«*hire) 
Simoon,  Sir  llarrin^^n 
Sinclair,  IjOui**  (Romfonl) 
Smith,  Abel  H.  (ChriMtchnrch) 
Smith,  James  Parkerf  Lanark^. 
Spencer,  Ernest 
Stanley,  E.  J  as.  (Somerset) 
Stanley,  Sir  H.  M.  (Lambeth) 
Stewart,  Sir  M.  J.  M-Taggart 
Stone,  Sir  Benjamin 
Strauss,  Arthur 
Strutt,  Hon.  Charles  He<lley 
Talbot,  Rt.  Hn.  J( !(( )xf  dCniv.  > 
Thorburn,  Sir  Walter 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
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TomlinKon,Wni.  FAw.  Murrjty 
Tritton,  Charles- Emest  <[ 

Vincent,  Sir  Edgai*  (Exeter) 
Wanklyn,  Jaiiie^  I^die 
Warr,  Aagust'is  Fro-l crick 
Webster,  Sir  Richard  E. 
Wei  by,  Lt  -Col.  AUE(Tawntott 
Welby,  Sir  C.  ii,  E.  (Notts.)  , 
Went  worth,  Bruce  C.  Vernon- 
Whiteley,H.(Ashton-under-L. 
Whitmore,  Charles  Algernon 
Williams,  Colonel  R.  (DorsetV 
Williams.  Jos.  Powell-  (Birm. 
Willoughby  de  Ereaby,  Lord 
Wilson,  John  (Falkirk) 
Wilson-Todd,  W.    H.  (Vorks^ 
Wodehouse,  RtHnRR.  (Bath> 
Wortley.  Rt.  Hon.  C.  B.  S.- 
Wyndliam,  George 

Tkllers  for  thr  Noes— 
Sir  William   Walrond  an«l 
Mr.  Anstruthor. 


D<k;S  REGULATION. 

♦The  president  of  the  BOARD  of 
AGHICULTIJKE  (Mr.  Long,  Liverpool, 
Weat  Derbyshire) :  I  beg  to  ask  leave  to 
introduce  a  Hill  to  amend  the  law  relating 
to  dogs.  The  muzzling  order  having 
done  its  dutv  there  is  now  room  for  a 
more  modeiate  measure,  and  local  autho- 
rities are  anxious  to  get  certain  powers 
with  roganl  to  the  control  of  dogs.  In 
the  Bill  introduced  last  year  there  were 
some  provisions  not  so  unreasonable  I 
think  as  some  persons  represented  them 
to  be,  but  they  evoked  a  great  deal  of 
opposition,  and  this  year  we  are  content 
to  submit  less  extensive  proposals.  There 
are  regulations  relating  to  collars  in 
the  Bill  which  have  been  inserted  at 
the  instance  of  urban  authorities, 
and  the  County  Councils  are  given  the 
option  of  imposing  similar  reflations  in 
their  own  districts.  The  Bill  will  also 
clear  up  ceruiin  doubts  as  to  the  law,  and 
will  enable  local  authorities  to  make 
by-laws  with  a  \new  to  the  prevention  of 
sheep- worrying. 

Dk.  fa  HQUH arson  (Aberdeenshire, 
W,):  May  I  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man if  the  alxdition  of  the  muzzling  order 
is  universjil  throughout  the  United 
Kingdom  .' 

♦Mk.  LONi; :  The  BiU  has  nothing  to 
do  with  the  al>olition  of  the  muzzling 
order  which  is  imposed  by  the  central 
authority.  The  new  powers  are  to  be  con- 
ferre<l  solely  on  the  local  authority. 

Mr.  BROADHUEST  (Leicester):  Is 
the  Bill  to  be  limited  to  dogs  ? 


Bill  to  amend  the  Law  relating  to  Dogs, 
oniered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Long^ 
Mr.  Attorney  GeneraJ,  The  Lord  Advo- 
cate, and  Mr.  Attomev  General  for 
Ireland. 

DOCIS  REGULATION  BILL. 

**To  amend  the  Law  relating  to  Dogs,'^ 
presented,  and  road  the  first  time ;  to  be 
read  a  second  time  on  Monday  next,  aiul 
to  be  printed.     [Bill  1 25.] 

NAVAL  RESERVE  (MOBILISATION). 

Bill  to  amend  the  Royal  Naval  Reserve 
(Volunteer)  Act,  1859,  in  relation  t<> 
calling  out  the  Volunteers  for  actual 
service,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr. 
Macartney,  Mr.  .Goschen,  and  Mr. 
Attorney  General. 

NAVAL    RESERVE  (MOBILISATION)  . 

BILL.  , 

'*  To  amend  the  Royal  Naval  Reserve 
(Volunteer)  Act,  1859,  in  relation  to 
calling  out  the  Volimteers  for  actual 
service,'' presented,  and  read  the  first  time; 
to  l>e  reati  a  second  time  on  Monday 
next,  and  to  be  printed.     [Bill  126.] 

MAR  LOAN  BILL. 
[TniKD  Rkadinu.] 
Order  for  Third  Reading  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed^ 
"  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  the  thinl 
time. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND  (Clar^, 
E.) :  A   great  deal  of  surprise  was  felt 
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when  it  was  found  that  this  Bill  had 
passed  through  Committee  without  a 
single  word  being  siiid  about  it  or  without 
A  single  division  being  taken  upon  it.  On 
the  Second  Reading  of  the  Bill  I,  at  some 
length,  pointed  out  the  reasons  why  I 
-comd  not  approve  of  it  ;  and  at  this  stage 
I  desire  to  renew  the  protest  which  I  then 
made  against  it.  It  is  not  necessary  to 
justify  the  position  the  Irish  Members 
have  taken  up  on  this  Bill,  to  go  at  any 
length  at  all  into  the  prdicy  which  has 
brought  about  the  present  war  which 
many  of  us  consider  to  be  so  iniquitous, 
80  unnecessary,  and  so  absolutely  unjust. 
Apart  altogether  from  the  policy  of  the 
war,  to  providt^  the  expenses  of  which  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  asks  us  for 
this  money,  we  may  object  to  this  loan 
because  we  consider  it  is  quite  unfair  to 
^saddle  Ireland  in  any  way  whatever  with 
^ny  of  the  extraonlinaiy  charges  for  the 
war.  I  have  Oilready  pointed  out  that  the 
financial  condition  of  Ireland  is  altogether 
peculiar,  and  that  circumstances  exist  in 
connection  with  the  taxation  of  Ireland 
which,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Irish  people, 
would  justify  a  very  exceptional  treat- 
ment of  Ireland  in  all  Imperial  taxation 
of  this  kind.  Of  course  this  War  Loan  Bill 
will  pass,  and  the  Irish  people  will  not  feel, 
any  more  than  the  people  of  this  country, 
the  full  effects  of  what  is  being  done  for 
some  years  to  come.  But  sooner  or  later 
these  thirty  millions  will  have  to  be 
repaid,  and  they  will  be  repiiid  by  means 
of  taxation  levied  upon  Ireland,  and  which 
will  fall  more  heavily  upon  the  Irish 
people  than  upon  the  people  of  this 
country.  There  is  one  aspect  of  the  Irish 
view  of  the  case  to  which  I  wish  to  refer, 
because  it  came  to  the  front  at  question 
time  to-day.  I  asked  the  Financial  Secre- 
taiy  to  the  War  Office  if  he  could  grant 
^  Keturn  showing  how  much  had  been 
spent  in  Ireland  in  the  last  year  upon 
warlike  stores  and  siipplies,  and  how 
much  had  been  spent  in  England  and  Scot- 
land. The  right  hon.  Gentleman  refused 
to  give  me  the  Return  on  the  ground  that 
its  preparation  would  occupy  a  great  deal 
of  time,  and  that  the  War  Office  authori- 
ties are  very  busy  at  the  present  moment. 
No  doubt  that  is  a  reason  of  a  sort  why 
the  Return  should  not  be  given,  but,  from 
the  Irish  point  of  view,  it  is  a  most  un- 
satisfactory reason.  No  doubt  the  War 
Office  is  busily  engaged  just  now,  but  if 
we  had  our  way  there  would  be  more  time 
.on  their  hands.     Nevertheless,  no  matter 
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how  the  AVar  Office  may  be  engaged,  I 
say  when  we  consider  the  large  sums  of 
money  that  are  being  spent  for  the  pur- 
poses of  War,  we  in  Ireland  are  entitled 
to  information  which  will  let  us  see,  and 
our  people  know,  how  much  of  that 
money,  directly  or  indirectly,  is  spent  for 
the  benefit  of  Irish  trade  and  the  Irish 
working  people.  The  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  might,  in  my  opinion,  grejitly 
facilitate  the  passage  of  this  Bill,  which 
must  pass,  in  spite  of  our  oppos  tion  to 
it,  if  he  would  be  good  enough  to  say  to 
us  that  he  would  use  his  influence  wnth 
the  War  Office,  or  whatever  the  proper 
authority  may  be,  to  have  a  Return  pre- 
pared, so  that  the  Irish  people  and  the 
public  at  large  may  be  able  to  see  at  a 
glance,  and  to  understand  what  propor- 
tion of  these  vast  sums  for  war  supplies 
is  being  spent  among  the  people  of  Ire- 
land, and  what  proportion  amongst  the 
people  of  the  United  Kingdom.  Thi**  day 
week  a  debate  will  take  place  in  the 
House  upon  the  whole  condition  of  Irish 
taxation  and  the  findings  of  the  Royal 
Commission  which  inquired  into  the  rela- 
tive taxation  of  Great  Britain  and  Ire- 
land ;  and  I  cannot  myself  see  that  it 
will  be  possible  in  that  debate  to  present 
in  the  fullest  manner  the  Irish  aspect  of 
the  case,  unless  we  are  in  a  position  to 
show  from  information  which  the  Govern- 
ment Departments  can  alone  give  us  how 
much  of  this  taxation  is  spent  upon  the 
Irish  working  people,  and  how  much  upon 
the  working  people  of  Scotland  and  Liig- 
land.  This  may  not  seem  to  be  an  im- 
portant matter,  but  how  is  it  that  our 
constituents  urge  us  to  ofier  such  strenuous 
objections  to  such  measures  as  this  Bill, 
which  raises  such  an  enormous  amount  of 
money  ?  There  are  several  reasons.  First, 
because  they  hold  that  the  war  is  un- 
necessary and  unjust;  second,  because 
they  believe  that  the  present  taxation  of 
Ireland  is  too  great,  and  that  they  should 
not  be  burdened  with  fresh  taxation  ;  and 
third,  and  not  altogether  least,  l)ccause 
when  they  read  in  the  newspapers  of  the 
millions  and  millions  of  money  l)eing 
voted  for  the  purposes  of  war,  they  find 
hardly  a  sixpence  is  ever  spent  for  the 
benefit  of  Irish  workers  and  Irish  trade. 
No  doubt  this  war  is  popular  enough  in 
certain  quarters  in  England.  War  is  always 
popular  because  the  people  will  not  feel 
the  full  weight  of  the  burden  until  the 
money  was  to  be  raised  by  direct  or  in- 
direct taxation.     The  war  is  popular  to 
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a  certain  extent,  because  the  money  will 
be  largely  distributed  amongst  the  great 
Army  and  Navy  Departments  of  this 
country,  and  hundreds  of  thousands  of 
British  workmen  will  receive  this  money 
back  in  the  shape  of  wages  for  work  done 
in  the  dockyards  and  factories  of  £ngland. 
We  have  not  a  single  dockyard  in  Ireland 
worth  talking  about,  and  the  Government 
never  even  build  as  much  as  a  torpedo 
boat  in  Ireland.  I  am  not  going  to  dis- 
cuss the  Navy  Estimates  now,  but  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  knows  that  what  I  say  is 
perfectly  true,  and  although  he  may  laugh 
I  can  a9^iu*e  him  that  the  people  in 
Ireland,  when  they  see  these  repeated 
applications  for  money,  almost  the  first 
tnmg  they  say  is,  .**  How  much  of  this 
money  is  to  be  spent  in  Ireland  ?  Hardly 
anything."  There  are  one  or  two  com- 
paratively small  Army  Clothing  Factories 
in  Ireland,  but  they  get  very  little  work. 
Hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  who  represent 
populous  Irish  constituencies  know  that 
there  are  plenty  of  strong  young  men  and 
young  women  who  would  make  ideal  fac- 
tory hands,  and  we  find  them  with  abso- 
lutely no  work  to  do. 

♦Mr.  speaker  :  The  hon.  Member  is 
speaking  to  a  general  question,  which  is 
rather  remote  from  the  War  Loan  Bill. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND :  I  will 
endeavour.  Sir,  as  far  as  I  can,  to  keep  to 
the  strict  letter  of  your  ruling.  I  must 
say  I  was  endeavouring — rather  fairly,  I 
thought — to  point  out  why  it  is  that  I  was 
obliged  to  object  to  large  sums  of  money 
being  raised  for  warlike  purposes.  Of 
course,  if  I  am  out  of  order  I  will  not  con- 
tinue. I  do  not  suppose  that  a  single  £1 
out  of  the  30  millions  will  ever  find  its 
way  into  the  pockets  of  the  Irish  wage- 
earners,  and  under  these  circumstances  it 
is  not  unreasonable  that  we  should  come 
here  and  offer  our  strongest  protest  against 
this  enormous  loan.  Independently  of 
this  loan  the  Irish  people  have  to  bear 
increased  taxation  of  a  very  unfair  kind, 
and  the  taxes  on  commodities  fall  heavier 
on  the  people  of  Ireland,  relatively  speak- 
ing, than  on  the  people  of  this  country. 
This  loan  of  30  millions  would  be  sufficient 
to  set  the  people  of  Ireland,  Scotland,  and 
England  in  a  position  of  commercial  and 
industrial  prosperity,  and  industries  which 
are  flagging  for  a  want  of  a  little  encourage- 
ment would  forge  ahead  if  they  were  only 
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subsidised  a  little.  The  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman' the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  laughs  at  industries  being  subsi- 
dised. We  know  that  in  the  West  Indies 
the  Government  give  large  sums  of  money 
to  assist  the  sugar  industry. 

♦Mr.  speaker  :  Order,  order ! 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND  :  Making 
a  speech  in  Parliament  is  something  like 
riding  a  bicycle — a  very  small  thing  will 
put  you  off  your  balance ;  and  if  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  interrupts  me 
I  cannot  help  answering  his  interruption. 
I  say  that  this  money  might  be  expended 
to  much  greater  advantage  than  in  the 
prosecution  of  the  war.  We  are  told 
that  up  to  the  31st  of  this  month  the 
war  will  have  cost  twenty-three  millions. 
Well,  at  the  end  of  the  month  there  can 
be  little  doubt  that  the  predominance  of 
the  power  of  the  British  Empire  will  be 
pretty  well  established  in  South  Africa. 
I  do  not  say  that  you  will  be  at  Pretoria^ 
but  so  far  it  has  been  (juite  established 
that  these  two  small  Republics  in  the  end 
will  have  to  submit  to  your  yoke  with 
the  power  pitted  against  them.  Why 
not  accept  the  friendly  offices  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  and  bring 
about  a  peace  honoura])le  to  the  comba- 
tants on  both  sides,  and  which  will 
secure  everything  desired  by  British  sub- 
jects in  the  Transvaal — a  peace  which 
will  conduce  to  good  feeling  and  happy 
relations  in  the  futiu*e  between  the  Dutch 
and  British  populations  1  Why  should 
not  such  a  peace  bo  concluded  now  ?  You 
will  be  enabled  to  enforce  your  demands 
from  Bloemfonteiu  as  effectively  as  from 
Pretoria.  What  is  the  use  of  tramph'ng 
these  small  Republics  out  of  existence 
altogether.  What  is  the  use  of  con- 
tinuing this  war  so  as  to  make  the  people 
of  the  world  and  the  Dutch  race  in 
Africa  think  that  it  is  to  be  a  war  of 
extermination  ?  Why  not  ask  if  these 
people  are  satisfied  with  the  terms  you 
are  prepared  to  give  ?  It  is  quite  possible, 
if  you  did  ask  them,  especially  through  the 
medium  of  a  friendly  Power  like  America, 
that  it  would  satisfy  them  if  you  safe- 
guarded yoiu*  interests  for  the  futiu^,  and 
granted  a  peaceful  settlement  which 
would  not  altogether  outrage  the  sense  of 
independence  and  bravery  which  the 
people  of  South  Africa  had  shown.  We 
have  heard  threats  that  Mr.  Kruger  is  to 
be  held  responsible  for  this,  that,  and  the 

2  P 


991 


J  Tar  Loan 


{COMMONS} 


BUL 


992 


other.  I  suppose  that  means  that  you 
will  not  be  satisfied  until  Mr.*and  Mrs. 
Kruger  are  shipped  off  to  St.  Helena.  I 
ask  the  Colonial  Secretary,  who  ought  to 
be  satisfied  at  the  present  time  with  the 
success  of  his  schemes  and  plans,  if  terms 
of  peace  could  not  be  arranged  now,  by 
the  friendly  action  of  a  friendly  Power. 
K  that  were  done  what  would  be  the  first 
result  t  I  believe  that  the  liberty  loving 
countries  of  the  world  would  say  that 
England  had  acted  well,  and  that  the 
Dutch  people  in  South  Africa  would  be- 
come reconciled. 

♦Mr.  SPEAKKR:  The  hon.  Member  is 
not  in  order  in  discussing  the  conse- 
quences of  the  peace. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND:  I  have 
not  the  slightest  intention,  Mr.  Speaker, 
of    getting    outside    your    ruling.     One 
result  which  peace  would  h^ve — and  in 
this  I  believe  I  am  quite  in  order — would 
be  that  this  loan  of  thirty  millions  would 
be  absolutely  unnecessary, and  the  country 
would  be  saved  thirty  millions  in  hard 
cash  and  in  taxes,  and  instead  of  devoting 
that    enormous    sum    to  a  war  of  exter- 
mination, bloodshed  and  misery,  it  might 
be    devotcfl     to     some     other    national 
purpose   which  would  be  for  the  benefit 
and  general  utility  of  the  community  at 
large.     It  does  seem  to  me  that  at  this 
stage  of  the  war  it  is  uncalled  for,  it  is 
unnecessary,  it  is  unstatesmanlike  for  the 
Government  to  come  forward  and  ask  for 
thirty  millions  more  in  order  to  prosecute 
the   war.     I>o   you   expect   that   a   con- 
tinuance of  th(^  war  is  going  to  cost  thirty 
millions  more  1      How  is  it  going  to  be 
spent  1     How   is  it  going  to   be    done  1 
The  whole  thing  seems  to  me  so    out- 
rageous, so  unjust,  and  so  unnecessary, 
that  I  cannot,  at  this  stage,  refrain  from 
opposing  this  loan,  in  the  interests  of  the 
great  mass  of  the  people  of  this  country 
who  agree  with   me.     But  I  oppose  it 
principally  in  behalf  of  my  constituents, 
because  it  is  to  l)e  applied  in  an  unjust 
war,  because  we  are  already  over-taxed, 
and   from  the   very  matter  of   fact  and 
plain  material  point  of  view  that,  whereas 
the  working  people  in  Great  Britain  are 
getting  a  Targe  part  of  this   great   sum 
back  in  the  shape  of  wages,  we  in  Ireland 
will  not  get  a  single  £\.     I  conclude  by 
asking  the  Chancellor  of  the   Exchequer, 
quite    seriously,    if   he     could    consider 
whether  it  be  jKwsible  between  now  and 

3T^,   fVff^i^ivt  Jh'ihvoml. 


this  day  week,  when  we  have  our  set 
debate  on  the  financial  relations  of  Ire- 
land, to  see  that  some  information 
is  given  us  to  show  what  pro- 
portion of  this  money  is  to  be  spent  in 
Ireland  for  warlike  stores  and  supplies. 
The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  may  say 
that  that  is  unnecessary.  It  is  necessary, 
and  for  this  reason  ;  we  are  told  that  it 
may  be  possible  we  are  overtaxed  to  a 
small  extent,  but  that  we  get  compensa- 
tions in  other  directions. 

*Mr.  speaker  :  The  hon.  Member 
cannot  in  this  debate  ask  for  information 
for  the  purposes  of  another  debate. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND:  I 
thought  it  would  be  more  convenient 
to  put  the  question  to  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  now  than  to  put  it  on  the 
Paper. 

Sir  M.  HICKS  BEACH :  I  could  not 
answer  the  question  in  any  case,  as  it  re- 
lates to  a  matter  which  is  not  in  my 
Department.  It  should  be  addressed  to 
the  representative  of  the  War  Depart- 
ment. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND:  I  did 
ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to  use  his 
influence  to  get  the  information  supplied, 
because  unless  this  information  is  given 
our  debate  cannot  be  brought  to  a 
satisfactory  or  useful  conclusion. 

Mr.  LOUGH  (Islington,  W.) :  1  do 
not  wish  to  associate  myself  with  the 
strong  protest  a^inst  this  Bill  which  has 
come  from  the  Irish  bench.  I  venture  to 
say  that  this  is  the  only  part  of  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequers  war  pro- 
posals that  I  could  approve  of.  I  think 
the  Budget  is  a  very  onerous  one,  and 
that  if  we  have  to  find  this  additional 
money  we  could  not  do  it  better  than 
by  way  of  loan.  But  there  are  two 
faults  I  have  to  find  with  the  KIL 
One  of  them  is  its  name.  I  think  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  might  have 
taken  a  more  judicious  name  than  "  War 
Loan  Bill"  and  "War  Stock  Bill."  I 
like  to  see  this  House  exercise  its  influence 
in  favour  of  peace.  I  know  that  wars 
must  come  sometimes,  but  we  should  try 
to  carry  out  our  arrangements  in  a  way 
that  would  not  popidarise  war.  The  loan 
might  have  been  called  "  The  South 
African  Loan  Bill "  or  "  The  Supply  Loan 
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iBill."  It  would  have  gone  equally  well, 
^ud  in  the  course  of  time  the  war,  and  all 
.that  led  to  the  war,  would  have  been 
iorgotten.  Another  fault  I  have  with  the 
Bill  is  that  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
ichcquer  has  not  told  us  how  the  loan 
will  be  redeemed.  If  he  would  throw 
further  light  on  that  subject  he  would 
make  his  scheme  more  perfect  than  at  the 
present  moment,  and  make  it  more  accept- 
able to  the  country.  Another  point  is,  why 
is  this  Bill  for  thirty-five  millions,  and  yet 
-only  thirty  millions  are  to  be  issued*?  I  see 
^  rumour '  in  the  papers  that  the  other 
five  millions  may  be  issued  soon.  If  the 
light  hon.  Gentleman  has  any  information 
to  give  on  these  points  we  shall  be  glad  to 
hear  it.  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
had  said  that  up  to  Saturday  last  the 
number  of  applicants  for  the  loan  was 
eighteen  thousand.  I  do  not  think  that  a 
very  large  number.  If  the  loan  was  distri- 
buted to  the  amount  of  £500  to  each 
applicant  it  would  require  60,000  appli- 
cants to  take  up  the  entire  loan.  1  do 
not  desire  to  offer  any  opposition  to  the 
Bill,  for  on  the  whole  it  is  the  best  way 
the  finances  of  the  war  could  be  managed. 

Mr.  flavin  (Kerry,  N.)  said  he  felt 
it  his  bounden  duty  to  associate  himself 
with  the  hon.  Member  for  East  Clare  in 
making  a  protest  against  the  war.  He 
iranted  to  Know  what  amount  of  money 
Ireland  would  be  compelled  to  contribute 
to  it.  Their  great  objection  was  that  they 
would  have  to  pay  and  receive  nothing  in 
return.  The  war  had  been  from  the 
beginning  unjust,  and  in  consequence 
they  felt  unnecessary  pressure  was  going 
to  be  placed  on  the  shoulders  of  the 
Irish  people,  who  were  now  the  working 
classes,  seeing  that  the  landlords  had 
been  removed   from  all   taxation.     Irish 


Members  were  there  to  insist  that  in 
Ireland  taxation  should  not  be  increased 
for  Imperial  purposes,  seeing  that  the 
taxation  of  Ireland  already  far  exceeded 
the  burden  she  could  bear.  Subject  to 
the  correction  of  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  they  should  have  to  contri- 
bute roughly  £2,000,000  of  this 
£30,000,000. 

*Mr.  SPEAKER:  The  hon.  Member 
cannot  discuss  under  this  Bill  the  com- 
parative taxation  of  Ireland  and  other 
parts  of  the  United  Kingdom. 

Mr.  flavin  said  he  simply  wanted 
to  ask  a  question  arising  out  of  the  Bill 
—what  amount  of  that  £30,000,000  they 
in  Ireland  were  to  be  required  to  contri- 
bute *?  But  if  that  was  not  A  fair  ques- 
tion, he  would  bow  to  the  Speaker's 
ruling.  So  far  as  he  could  see,  there  was 
no  difference  between  paying  direct  taxa- 
tion and  p3iying  the  interest  on  a  loan  of 
this  description.  It  was  the  duty  of  the 
Irish  Members  to  raise  their  voices  in 
protesting  against  it.  Ireland  had  received 
no  benefit  either  directly  or  indirectly, 
and  he  should  take  every  opportunity  of 
protesting  a  loan  for  the  purposes  of  pro- 
longing a  war  which  the  Irish  regarded  as 
unjust  and  inhuman.  The  Government 
might  prolong  the  war  and  take  away  the 
independence  of  the  Boers  if  they  chose, 
but  if  they  did  they  would  find  in  years 
to  come  there  would  be  stronger  opposi- 
tion to  British  rule  in  the  Transvaal  than 
ever  there  was  in  Ireland. 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided  : — Ayes,  172 ;  Noes, 
23.     (Division  List  No.  68). 


Abraham,  William  (Rhondda) 
Allan,  William  (GateHhead) 
Allhutfen,  Augastus  Henry  E. 
AlLHopp,  Hon.  George 
Archdale,  Edward  Menyn 
Arrol,  Sir  WUliam 
A»hton,  Ttiomas  Galr 
Atkinson,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Balcarres,  Lord 
Balfoar,  Kt.  Hn.  A  J.(Manch*r 
Barlow,  John  £mmott 
Barnes,  Frederic  Gorell 
Bartley,  George  C.  T. 
Beach,  Rt.  Hn.Sir  M.  H.  (Bristol 
Beckett,  Ernest  William 
Benirose,  Sir  Henrv  Howe 
Bhownaggree,  Sir  M.  M. 


AYES. 

Billson,  Alfred 
Blundell,  Colonel  Henry 
Bond,  Edward 
Brassey,  Albert 
Broad  burst,  Henry 
Brodrick,  Rt.  Hon.  St.  John 
Buchanan,  Thomas  Ryburn 
Bullard,  Sir  Harry 
Butcher,  John  George 
Caldwell,  James 
Causton,  Richard  Knight 
Cavendish, V.  C.W.  (Derbyah.) 
Cecil,  Lord  Hugh  (Greenwich) 
Chaplin,  Rt.  Hon.  Henry 
Ch.*irrington,  Spencer 
Clare,  Octavius  Leigh 
Coghill,  Douglas  Harry 
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CoUings,  Rt.  Hon.  Jeme 
Colville,  John 

Cook,  Fred.  Lucas  (Lambeth) 
Cooke,C.  W.  RadeUffe(  Heref  d ) 
Corbett,A.  Cameron  (Glasgow) 
ComwalliSjFiennes  Stanley  W. 
Cripps  Charles  Alfred 
Cubitt,  Hon.  Henry 
Carzon,  Viscount 
Hewar,  Arthur 
Dickinson,  Robert  Edmond 
Doukin,  Richard  Sim 
Dorington,  Sir  John  Edward 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Doxford,Sir  WUliam  Theodore 
Duckworth,  James 
Dunn,  Sir  William 
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£vans,BirFrancisH.  (South' ton 
Fardell,  Sir  T.  George 
Farquharson,  Dr.  Robert 
FellowBs,  Hon.  Ail  wynEd  ward 
Fenwick.  Charles 
Field,  Admiral  (Eastbourne) 
Finch,  George  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Kobert  Bannatjne 
Firbank,  Joseph  Thomas 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
Fison,  Frederick  William 
Forster,  Henry  William 
Gallnwav,  William  Johnson 
Garht,  William 
Gibl>9,  Hn.  Vicary  (St.  Albans) 
Gilliat,  John  Saunders 
Goddard,  Daniel  Ford 
Goldsworthy,  Major-General 
Gordon,  Hon.  John  Edwurd 
Gorst,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  John  Eldon 
Gouldin^,  Edward  Alfred 
Green,  W  alford  D.  ( Wednesb'ry 
Hamllton,Rt.  Hon.  LordGeorge 
Hanbury,Rt.  Hon.  Robert  Wm. 
Hayne,Ki.Hon.  Charles  Seale- 
Heath,  James 
Helder,  Augustus 
Howard,  Josieph 
Howell,  William  Tudor 
Hudson,  Georce  Bickersteth 
Johnston,  William  (Belfast) 
Jones,  David  Brynmor(Swan8. 
Keswick,  William 
Knowles,  Lees 
Lafone  Alfred 

Lawrence,  Wm.  F.  (Liverpool) 
Lawson,  John  Grant  (Yorksh. 
Lecky,  Rt.  Hon.  Wm  Edw.  H. 
Leich- Bennett,  Henry  Currie 
Lockwood,  Lieut. -Col.  A.  R. 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Erskine 
Long,Rt.  Hon.  Walter  (Liverp'l 
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Lonsdale,  John  Brownlee 
Lout^h,  Thomas 
Lowles,  John 
Loyd,  Archie  Kirkman 
Lucas-Shadwell,  William 
Lyell,  Sir  Leonard 
Macartney,  W.  G.  Ellison 
Maclver,  David  (Liverpool) 
M'Arthur,  Charles  (Liverpool) 
M*Crae,  George 
M'lver,  SirL.  ( Edinburgh, W.) 
M'Killop,  James 
McLaren,  Charles  Benjamin 
Massey-Mainwaring,Hn  W.F. 
Middlemore,  J.  Throgmorton 
Milner,  Sir  Fredericlc  Greorge 
Monckton,  Edward  Philip 
Monk,  Charles  James 
More,  RolHjrt  J.  (Shropshire) 
Morrell,  George  Herbert 
Morton,  A.  H.  A.  (Deptford) 
Morton,  E.  J.  C.  (Devonport) 
Muntz,  Philip  A. 
Murray ,RtHnAGraham  (Bute 
Murray,  Charles  J.  (Coventry 
Myers,  William  Henry 
Nicol,  Donald  Ninian 
Palmer,  George  W.  (Reading) 
Parkes,  Ebenezer 
Pease,  Joseph  A.  (Northumb.) 
Penn,  John 

Phillpotts,  Captain  Arthur 
Pierpoint,  Roliert 
Pilkington,  R.  (Lanc6,Newton 
Platt-Higgins,  Frederick 
Plunkett,  Rt.  Hon.  H.  C. 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Pryce- Jones,  Lt.-Col.  Edward 
Purvis,  Robert 
Renshaw,  Charles  Bine 
Richards,  Henry  Charles 
Ridley,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  M.White 
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Ritchie,  Rt.  Hon.  Chaa.  T. 
Roberts,  John  H.  (Denl.ighs.) 
Robertson,  Herbert  (Hackney 
Round,  James 
Russell,  T.W.  (Tyrone) 
Rutherford,  John 
Samuel,  Harry  S.  (Limeboose 
Sharpe,  William  E*lward  T. 
Sidebotham,  J.  W.  (Cheshire^ 
Sinclair,  Cajit.  John  (Forfarsli 
Smith,  James  P.  (Lai]ark8h.> 
Stanley,  Edward  J.  (Sofoerset 
Steadman,  WiDiam  Charl* » 
Stone,  Sir  Benjamin 
Strutt,  Hon.  Charles  Hejller 
Talbot.Rt.HnJ.  G(Oxf  dUinv. 
ThomaA,Alfred  (Glamcn-ganjE. 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Toml  inson ,  Wm.  Edw.  Murr&y 
Tritton,  Charles  Ernest 
Ure,  Alexander 
Vincent,  Sir  Edgar  (Exeter) 
Wanklyn,  James  Le&lie 
Wamer,Thomas  Courtenay  T, 
Warr,  Augnstus  Frederick 
Webster,  Sir  Richard  E. 
Welby,Lt-(>)l.  A.C.  E<Taanton 
Whiteley,H.(Ashton-under-L. 
Whittaker,  Thomaa  Palmer 
Williams,  Colonel  R.  (Dorset) 
Williams,  J.  Powell-  (Birm.> 
Willoughbv  de  Eresbv,  Lotd 
Wilson,  Fredk.  W.  (Norfolk) 
Wilson,  John  (Falkirk) 
Wodehouse,  Rt.  Hn.  E.  R,  ( Bath 
Wortley,  Rt.  Hn.  C.B.  Stuart 
Wyndham,  George 

Tellers  for  the  Ayes— 
Sir  William  Walrond  and 
Mr.  Anstruther. 


Abraham,  William  (Cork,N.E. 

Ambrose,  Roliert 

Austin,  M.  (Limerick,  W.) 

Crilly,  Daniel 

Curran,  1  homas  B.  (Donegal) 

Curran,  Thomas  (Sligo,  S.) 

Doogan,  P.  C. 

Flavin,  Michael  Joseph 

Hogan,  James  Francis 


NOES. 

Kilbride,  Denis 
Lawson,SirWilfrid(Cumb*land 
Macaleese,  Daniel 
MacDonnell,Dr.  M  A(Queen'8C 
M*Dermott,  Patrick 
O'Brien,  James  F.  X.  (Cork) 
O'Connor,  James(  Wicklow,W. 
O'Malley,  William 
Power,  Patrick  Joseph 


Redmond, John  E.  (Waterford) 
Redmond,  William  (Clare) 
Roberts,  John  Bryn  (Eifion) 
Sullivan,  Donal  (Westmeath) 
Tanner,  Charles  Keams 

Tellers  for  the  Noks^— 
Captain  Donelan  and  Mr. 
Patrick  O'Brien. 


Bill  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

CENSUS  (GREAT  BRITAIN)  BILL. 
Order  for  Committee  read. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  (Aberdeenshire,  E.) 
said  his  object  in  submitting  the  Instruction 
standing  on  the  Paper  in  his  name  was  to 
get  separate  Bills  for  England  and  Scot- 
land as  was  the  case  in  previous  censuses. 
He  understood  from  what  the  President 
of  the  Local  Government  Board  told  him 
recently  that  the  proposal  to  include  both 
countries  in  one  Bill  was  to  save  time, 
while  the  Lord  Advocate,  speaking  subse- 


quently in  the  debate,  threw  over  the 
President  of  the  Local  Government 
Board,  and  said  he  was  not  at  all  going 
to  rely  on  the  question  of  saving  time, 
and  it  was  because  of  the  observations 
made  by  the  hon.  and  learned  member 
on  that  occasion  that  he  now  brought 
forward  this  motion  with  the  view  of 
inducing  the  Gk>vemment  to  pass  separate 
Acts  for  Scotland  and  England.  The 
Lord  Advocate  the  other  day  asserted 
that  this  was  not  a  retrograde,  but  a  for- 
ward movement  as  far  as  legislation  was 
concerned,  and  that  the  Government  con- 
sidered it  the  better  method  of  procedure. 
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He  entirelj  joined  issue  with  the  Lord 
Advocate  with  respect  to  that  contention. 
The  hon.  and  learned  Glentleman  was  of 
■opinion  that,  wherever  possible,  legisla- 
tion should  be  uniform  for  the  three 
Idngdoms.  He  perfectly  agreed  that  was 
the  case  where  Parliament  was  legis- 
lating on  new  subjects,  as  for  instance  in 
connection  with  commercial  legislation, 
but  in  the  matter  of  the  census, 
they  were  not  legislating  on  a  new  sub- 
ject. Diunng  the  whole  century  every 
ten  years  when  there  had  been  a  census 
separate  Acts  had  been  passed  for  Eng- 
land, Scotland,  and  Ireland.  As  he  read 
the  Bill  now  before  the  House  it  did  not 
in  any  way  assimilate  the  census  of  Scot- 
land to  that  of  England,  and  one  of  the 
objections  to  this  method  of  legislation 
was  that  it  would  require  a  very  prac- 
tised lawyer  to  understand  the  full  effect 
of  the  Bill 

Attention  called  to  the  fact  that  forty 
Members  were  not  present  (Dr.  Tanner, 
Cork  County,  Mid).  House  counted, 
^nd,  forty  Members  being  found  present, 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  (continuing)  said 
lie  did  not  see  the  advantage  to  be 
^gained  from  the  form  of  legislation 
^hat  was  being  adopted  here.  The  Lord 
Advocate  haa  said  this  was  the  right 
method  of  legislation  for  Scotland,  and 
Irhat  the  Act  could  be  made  to  apply 
to  this  country  by  an  interpretation 
clause.  He  entirely  contested  that 
principle.  In  Scotland  they  had  been 
long-suffering  during  the  past  few  years 
with  respect  to  this  method  of  legislation. 
Two  years  ago  the  Government  intro- 
duced the  Teachers*  Pension  Bill  for  Eng- 
land, and  a  clause  was  introduced  to 
make  it  apply  to  Scotland.  Down  to  that 
^imethe  educational  legislation  for  Scotland 


had  been  distinct  from  that  of  England. 
If  it  was  intended  to  have  separate  census 
for  England  and  Scotland  the  proper 
method  to  carry  that  out  would  be  to 
have  separate  Acts  in  England  and  Scot- 
land. He  thought  that  the  tendency  of 
the  present  Bill  was  to  complicate  and 
obscure  Scotch  legislation  and  make  it 
more  difficult  to  understand. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  it  be  an  Instruction  to  the  Com- 
mittee that  they  have  power  to  divide  the 
Bill  into  two  Bills,  one  extending  to  Eng- 
land and  the  other  extending  to  Scotland." 
— {Mr,  Btwhanan.) 

The  PRESIDENT  of  the  LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Mr.  Chaplin, 
Lincolnshire,  Sleaford) :  I  hope  I  may  be 
able  to  dispel  the  doubts  of  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman. I  distinctly  said  on  the  Second 
Reading  of  the  Bill  that  this  was  included 
at  the  request  of  the  Scotch  Office,  and  in 
order  to  save  time,  as  it  was  feared  that 
there  might  not  be  much  opportunity  for 
legislation  this  session.  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber complains  of  the  Bill  because  he  says 
it  is  beyond  the  ordinary  intelligence  of 
the  people  who,  generally  speaking,  have 
to  deal  with  it.  To  the  person  of  ordinary 
intelligence  "  Great  Britain "  includes 
Scotland.  All  the  provisions  relating  to 
Scotland  appear  in  the  different  clauses 
until  you  come  to  the  particular  clause 
which  makes  it  directly  apply  to  Scotland, 

I  and  provides  machinery  for  that  purpose 
under  the  Bill  as  it  stands,  the  coming 

I  pensus  for  Scotland  will  be  as  full  and 
complete  as  any  former  census. 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided  : — Ayes,  52  ;  Noes, 
,  125.     (Division  List  No.  69.) 


Abrahani,Wi11iam(Cork,N.E.) 
Abraham,  William  (Rhondda) 
Aflhton,  Thomas  Gair 
Au»tiB,  M.  (Limerick,  W.) 
Barlow,  John  Emmott 
^ayley.  Thorn "us  (Derbyshire) 
BfUflon,  Alfred 
Broad  hurst,  Henry 
Bnmner,  Sir  John  Tomlinson 
Burns,  John 
Burt,  Thomas 

•Cameron,  Robert  (Durham) 
Ohanning,  Franeis  Allston 
Oarrau,  Thomas  (Sligo,  S.) 
Dewar,  Arthur 


AYES. 

Donelan,  Captain  A. 
Doo;?an,  P.  C. 
Duckworth,  James 
Evans.Sir  F.H  (Southampton) 
Fenwick,  Charles 
Flavin,  M  chael  Joseph 
(toddard.  Daniel  Ford 
Gurdon  SirWilliam  Brampton 
Hemphill,  lU.  Hon.  Charles  H. 
Hogan,  James  Francis 
Jones,  D.  l5r\'nmor  (Swansea) 
Lawson,  SirW.  (Cumberland) 
Macaleese,  Daniel 
M'Crae,  George 
M'Laren,  Charles  Benjamin 


Maddison,  Fred. 
Morton,  Edw.J.C.(Devonport) 
Norton,  Capt.  Cecil  William 
O'Brien,  Patrick  (Kilkenny) 
O'Malley,  William 
Power,  Patrick  Joseph 
Provand,  Andrew  Dryburgh 
Roberts,  John  Bryn  (Eifion) 
Roberts,  John  H.  (Denbighs.) 
Robertson,  Edmund  (Dundee) 
Sinclair,  Capt  J.  (Forfarshire) 
Sjuttar,  Robinson 
Steadman,  William  Charle*» 
Sullivan,  Donal  (Westmeath) 
Tanner,  Charles  Kearna 
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Thomas,  A*  (Glamorgan,  E.) 
Ure,  Alexander 
Warner.ThoniRs  Court  enay  T. 
Whittaker,  Thomas  Palmer 
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Wil9on,FrederickW.(Norfolk) 
Wilson,  John  (Falkirk) 
\Vilson,Jos.  H.(Mi(l(lleHbrough 
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Tellers  for  the  Ayes- 
Mr.  Buchanan  and  Mr. 
Caldwea 


Allliusen,  Augustus  HenryiE. 

Allsopp,  Hon.  George    t 

Arcbdale,  Edward  Alervyn 

Arnold,  A  If  red 

Arrol,  IS.r  William 

Atkinson,  Rt.  Hon.  John 

BalcarrcM,  Lord 

Hainef,  Fret! eric  Gorell 

Barlle.v,(5;eorgeC.  T. 

Ikckeit,  Ernest  "William 

Bennope,  Sir  Henry  Howe 
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Tellers  for  the  Noks— 
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Bill  considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

[Mr.    J.     W.     LOWTHER    (Cumberland, 
Penrith)  in  the  Chair.] 

♦The  CHAIRMAN :  The  Amendment 
of  the  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Wigan  is  not  in  order.  It  is  beyond  the 
scope  of  the  Bill. 

8iR  F.  S.  POWELL  (Wigan)  :  That 
applies  to  the  whole  of  my  Amendments. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  he  understood 
from  the  President  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  that,  although  the  Bill  as  it 


stood  only  provided  for  one  census^  there 
would  be  a  separate  census  for  Englaod 
and  Scotland.  That  being  so  he;  was 
unable  to  see  why  the  Committee  should 
not  accept  the  Amendment  he  proposecL 
He  merely  desired  to  make  that  point 
clear. 

I      Mr.  CALDWELL  (Lanarkshu^,  Mid> 
I  pointed  out  that  Great  Britain  included 
I  Ireland,  and  if  only  one  census  was  to  be 
I  taken  Ireland  ought  to  come  within  the 
I  scope  of  the  Bill.     But  in  the  case  of  Ire- 
I  land   there   was  a  separate    Bill.      The 
difference  in  the  present  case  was  that  the 
census  in  England  would  be  taken  under 
*one  Local  Government  Board,  and  that  of 
Scotland  imder  another.     Under  the  cir- 
cumstances he  deprecated  any  alteration  in 
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the  procedure  of  the  past  when  separate 
Bills  were  introduced  for  England  and 
Scotland. 

Captain  SINCLAIR  (Forfarshire) 
asked  the  President  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  whether  he  would  give  an 
assurance  that  under  the  Bill  the  Govern- 
ment would  not  alter  the  method  that 
was  previously  adopted  for  taking  the 
census  in  Scotland. 

Mr.  CHAPLIN :  Certainly  the  jnost 
unqualified  assurance  in  the  world. 

Clause  1 : — 

Mr.  HERBERT  ROBERTS  move^ 
that  the  census  should  be  taken  on  Satur- 
day, 30th  March,  and  not  on  Sunday, 
31st  March,  as  provided  in  the  Bill.  He 
drew  attentioYi  to  the  fact  that  when  he 
raised  this  point  on  a  previous  occasion, 
the  President  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  stated  that  Sunday  was  taken  be- 
cause it  was  the  most  convenient  date  to 
take  the  census,  as  on  that  day  it  was 
most  likely  the  greater  numl>er  of  people 
would  be  at  home.  The  change  of  date 
would  not  cause  any  inconvenience.  His 
Amendment  was  based  on  the  ground  of 
sentiment,  which  was  deeply  implanted 
in  the  people.  There  were  many  people, 
especially  in  the  part  of  the  country 
with  which  he  was  acquainted,  who 
thought  it  was  inappropriate  to  fill  up 
these  returns  upon  the  Sunday. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"On  page  1,  line  7,  to  leave  out  'Sunday,' 
and  insert  '  Saturday.' '' — [Mr.  Herbert 
Roberts.) 

Mr.  CHAPLIN  :  The  first  Sunday  m 
April,  1901,  happens  to  be  Easter 
Sunday,  and  that  being  so  it  might 
possibly  be  that  a  great  number  of  people 
might  be  away  from  home.  But  with 
regard  to  the  Sunday,  that  date  was 
chosen  because  the  assumption  was,  taking 
the  majority  of  people  in  Great  Britain, 
it  would  be  found  that  the  one  day  on 
which  they  were  at  home  was  Sunday. 
The  papers  could  Ije  filled  up  on  the 
Saturday  or  the  Monday.  Sunday  has 
always  been  the  day  on  which  the  census 
is  taken,  and  I  cannot  see  that  any  reason 
has  been  advanced  for  altering  it. 

Mr.  LOWLES  (Shoreditch,    Haggers- 


Local  Government  Board  to  alter  the  day 
from  Sunday  to  Thursday.  The  censua 
was  taken  on  the  number  of  people  sleep- 
ing in  the  house  on  a  certain  night,  and  . 
the  practice  of  the  week-end  out  of  town 
was  greatly  on  the  increase.  He  made 
the  request  on  behalf  of  a  large  body  cf 
men  living  in  the  central  districts  of 
London  who  were  in  the  habit  of  spend- 
ing the  week-end  away  from  home. 

Mr.    CHAPLIN :   I  can  quite  under- 
stand that  the  appeal  made  by  my  hon. 
friend  might  have  some  weight  at  certain 
times  of  the  year.      I   have  very  little 
doubt  that  there    is    a   great    deal    of 
force  in  his  argument,  but  I  can  hardly 
believe  that  it  has  much  weight  in  the  >. 
month  of  March.     The  Committee  must 
remember  that  the  census  is  not  only  for 
central  London.      It  is  for  the  whole  of 
Great  Britain,  and  I  have  heard  nothing 
to  lead  me  to  change  my  opinion  as  to  the 
appropriateness  of  the  date  in  the  Bill 

Mr.  HERBERT  ROBERTS  said  the 
difficulty  to  which  he  had  drawn  atten- 
tion would  be  removed  if  instructions- 
were  given  in  the  papers.  The  papers 
should  not  be  collected  earlier  than  mid- 
day on  the  Monday,  so  that  those  who  .. 
did  not  care  to  fill  up  the  papers  on  Sun-  . 
day  could  do  so  on  the  Monday. 

Mr.  TOMLINSON  (Pi-eston^  said  it 
was  perfectly  obvious  that  tne  paper 
could  not  be  filled  up  on  the  Sunday,  be- 
cause it  would  not  be  a  true  account  of 
the  people  who  slept  in  the  house  (Mi  the 
Sunday  night.  It  would  have  to  be  filled 
up  on  Monday  morning,  in  any  case. 

Mr.  CHAPLIN  said  he  could  not 
pledge  himself  to  the  particular  hour  at 
which  the  papers  should  be  collected^  but 
he  would  take  care  that  the  papers  should 
be  collected  at  such  a  time  as  would 
give  the  people  an  opportunity  of  filling 
them  up  on  the  Monday  morning. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Clause  agreed  to. 

Clause  2  agreed  to. 

Clause  3 : — 

Lord  HUGH  CECIL  (Greenwich),  in   , 


ton)  appealed   to  the   President   oi   the    moving  to  insert  words  providing  for  the 
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taking  returns  of  the  religious  professions 
of  the  people,  said :  I  think  this  is  a  per- 
fectly reasonable  matter  to  bring  before 
the  House.  I  believe  that  in  almost 
every  other  country  a  religious  census  is 
taken,  and  in  Ireland,  for  some  reason 
which  I  have  never  understood,  a  different 
custom  prevails  there  than  in  England, 
for  a  religious  census  is  actually  taken 
in  Ireland.  Although  I  do  not  intend  to 
press  the  matter  to  a  division,  I  think 
th.»  subject  is  one  which  should  be  brought 
before  the  Committee.  We  are  told 
sometimes,  and  may  be  told  to-night,  that 
a  religious  census  is  an  inquisitorial  pro- 
ceeding. I  would  point  out  that  a 
religious  census  is  taken  in  Ireland,  and 
why  should  it  be  regarded  as  inquisitorial 
in  England  ?  Sometimes  we  are  told  that 
there  are  Nonconformists  who  have  had  the 

freatest  possible  dislike  to  letting  it  be 
nown  what  their  religious  belief  is.   That 
seems  to  me  to  be  a  very  striking  circum- 
stance.   I  understand  that  all  communica- 
tions made  to  enumerators  are  confidential, 
and  I  can  hardly  conceive  that  there  are 
any  Nonconformists  who  would  not  desire 
to  call   themselves  such   to  any  enume- 
rator, and  to  show  in  an  unmistakeable 
form  what  their  religious  belief  was.     We 
are    told    that    a    Nonconformist    does 
not  like  to  incur  the  social  penalties  which 
would   fall   upon   him   by   declaring   his 
religious  belief.     He  has  a  motive  for  not 
desiring  to  declare  his  religious  belief,  and 
this  motive,  singularly  enough,  does  not 
allow  him  to  declare  his  religious  belief 
in  any  other  wav.     If  it  did,  there  would 
be  no  reason  why  he  should  not  declare 
it  to  an  enumerator.      Why  does    this 
singular  motive  operate   against  enume- 
rators, and  why  is  this  the  one  occasion 
on  which  he  refuses  to  declare  his  belief  ? 
I  am  a  bit  sceptical  about  this,  and  I  am 
inclined  to  believe  that  the  majority  of 
Nonconformists  would  have  no  reluctance 
at  all  to  state  their  religious  belief.     In 
itself  the  matter  is  not  ecclesiastical,  but 
the  subject  has  been  given  a  peculiar 
interest,  not  by  Churchmen,  but  by  those 
v/ho   advocate  disestablishment.     It  has 
been  said  that  the  Church  should  be  dis- 
established because  it  no  longer  represents 
a  majority  of  the  people  of  this  country. 
This   has   been  said   in   England,  and  I 
believe  it  has  also  been  said  in  Scotland. 
Of  course,  we  should  not  admit  that  dis- 
establishment was  just,  but  wo  have  said 
that  the  Church  of  England  contains  a 
great  majority  of  the  people  of  England 

Lord  Hugh  Cecil, 


and  Wales,  and  that  it  is  an  increasing 
majority.  That,  I  know,  is  sometimes 
disputed ;  but,  if  my  statement  is  dis- 
puted, the  proper  way  of  settling  the 
question  is  to  have  a  religious 
census,  and  therefore  we  consider  it 
our  duty  to  demand  a  religious  census  as 
a  reply  to  that  argument.  Of  course,  if 
there  is  any  great  objection  to  this 
Amendment  I  shall  not  press  it,  because 
disestablishment  is  so  unlikely  to  arise 
within  the  next  ten  years  that  it  is  un- 
necessary to  produce  arguments  against 
it.  Having  regard  to  the  weakness  of 
disestablishment,  and  to  the  fact  that  it 
is  undesirable  to  do  anything  which  may 
be  deemed  offensive  to  any  part  of  the 
country,  I  shall  not  press  the  Amendment 
to  a  division.  I  only  move  it  to  show 
that  it  is  not  the  Church  of  England 
which  shrinks  from  this,  but  it  is  the 
Liberationists  who  shrink  from  the  ordeal, 
and  I  wish  all  the  world  may  know  that 
we  are  prepared  to  go  to  the  test  and  that 
our  opponents  are  not. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN :  The  noble  Lord 
moves  an  Amendment,  and  when  he  intro- 
duces it  he  says  he  is  not  going  to  press 
it  to  a  division.  It  is,  therefore,  a  bogus 
Amendment,  and  the  noble  Lord  knows  it. 

Lord  HUGH  CECIL :  I  do  not  press 
it,  having  regard  to  the  feelings  of  my 
opponents. 

• 

Mr.  BUCHANAN:  What  kind  of 
feelings  ?  I  say  this  motion  is  a  reflec- 
tion upon  that  charity  which  ought  to  be 
dear  to  the  noble  Lorn.  He  has  pictured 
before  this  House  an  imaginary  Noncon- 
formist who  declined  to  own  to  the 
census  enumerator  what  his  religious 
belief  was,  l>ecause  it  might  bring  him 
down  a  little  in  society. 

Lord  HUGH  CECIL:  No,  no.  The 
whole  point  of  my  observation  was  to 
throw  ridicule  on  that  argument. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  :  Why  do  you  Uke 
up  an  imaginary  Nonconformist  who 
holds  a  religious  belief  different  from 
your  own,  and  then  exhibit  him  to 
ridicule  ? 


Lord  HUGH  CECIL:  I  did  not  do 


so. 
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Mr.  BUCHANAN:  Such  an  accusa- 
tion is  quite  unworthy  of  the  noble 
Lord. 

Lord  HUGH  CECIL  :  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber has  failed  to  understand  the  whole 
course  of  my  argument. 

Mr,  BUCHANAN:  Why  do  you 
create  this  imaginary  person  and  trot 
him  out  on  an  imaginary  Amendment 
which  you  have  not  the  courage  to  press 
to  a  division  1  The  noble  Lord  is  maldng 
use  of  this  occasion  to  throw  reflections, 
and  most  unworthy  reflections,  upon  a 
Uirge  proportion  of  the  people  oi  this 
country,  and  he  is  doing  so  in  the 
narrowest  spirit.  I  have  no  sympathy 
whatever  with  these  imaginary  persons 
who  loom  so  largely  in  the  narrow 
imagination  of  the  noble  Lord,  who  de- 
cline to  own  when  it  is  necessary  to  own 
their  religious  convictions.  What  right 
has  the  noble  Lord  or  any  individual  to 
iisk  me  my  religious  belief  1 

Lord  HUGH  CECIL:  What  right  have 
jou  to  ask  the  people  of  Ireland  1 

Mr.  BUCHANAN :  At  present  we  are 
discussing  the  Bill  before  us,  and  I  am 
perfectly  ready  to  discuss  the  Irish  Bill 
when  it  arises.  The  noble  Lord  has  come 
here  suggesting  an  Amendment,  but  not 
daring  to  move  it. 


Lord  HUGH  CECIL :  I  have  moved 


it. 


Mr.  BUCHANAN :  But  the  noble 
Lord  says  he  is  not  going  to  press  it  to  a 
division,  and  he  followed  that  statement 
with  a  speech  in  which  he  held  up  to 
ridicule  some  persons  in  whom  he  did  not 
believe.  He  made  some  observations 
upon  Disestablishment  which  I  thought 
were  hardly  germane  to  the  Bill  we  are 
now  discussing.  I  think  that  it  is  hardl  v 
worthy  of  the  noble  Lord  or  the  Church 
to  which  he  belongs  to  take  an  op- 
portunity under  a  Bill  of  this  kind  to 
make  a  covert  and  unworthy  attack  upon 
a  large  number  of  his  fellow  subjects  in 
this  country. 

Mr.  CHAPLIN :  I  have  listened  to  the 
speech  of  the  noble  Lord,  and  I  think  he 
expressed  his  views  very  temperately.  I 
fail  to  see  what  he  has  said  to  call  forth 
the  heated  remarks  of  the  hon.  Member 


who  has  just  sat  down.  The  noble  Lord 
has  stated  very  distinctly  that  he  does 
not  intend  to  press  this  Amendment  to  a 
division,  and  he  has  no  object  further 
than  that  of  having  his  proposal  dis- 
cussed. If  I  might  make  a  suggestion  it 
would  be  that  the  Committee  should 
accept  what  the  noble  Lord  ha#  said,  and 
that  he  should  be  allowed  to  withdraw 
the  Amendment.  The  fact  that  this  pro- 
posal has  called  forth  such  heat  is  the 
best  practical  argument  against  inserting 
religious  questions  in  the  census. 

Mr.  EDMUND  ROBERTSON 
(Dundee) :  I  must  say  that  I  agree  what 
has  been  said  by  the  right  hon.  Grentle- 
man  who  has  just  sat  down.  I  do  not 
know  whether  the  noble  Lord  is  now 
entirely  satisfied  with  his  incursion  in  this 
debate.  If  he  is  I  should  think  he  stands 
alone  in  that  satisfaction.  I  do  not  know 
whether  he  is  satisfied  with  the  answer 

flven  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
resident  of  the  Local  Government 
Board.  The  noble  Lord  speaks  for  the 
Church  of  England. 

Lord  HUGH  CECIL:  No,  I  am 
speaking  for  myself. 

Mr. -EDMUND  ROBERTSON:  The 
noble  Lord  was  advancing  arguments  in 
favour  of  the  Church  oi  England  as  a 
religious  establishment,  and  refuting  argu- 
ments which  he  put  into  the  minds  of 
hon.  Members  opposite.  He  has  now 
disclaimed  any  right  to  speak  for  the 
Church  of  England.  The  question  of  dis- 
establishment is  not  a  reb'gious  question, 
and  it  is  not  even  an  ecclesiastical  mies- 
tion,  but  it  is  a  political  question.  It  is 
a  question  in  wnich  the  members  of  the 
Church  of  England  are  as  free  to  vote  for 
or  against  as  any  Member  of  this  House. 
I  quite  agree  with  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man in  charge  of  the  Bill  that  this  Amend- 
ment has  perhaps  imported  more  heat  than 
its  importance  deserves. 

♦Mr.  TALBOT  said  that  twenty  years 
ago  he  had  the  honour  of  supporting  the 
Rrst  Lord  of  the  Treasury,  who  was  then 
a  private  Member  of  the  House,  and  who 
then  took  the  same  view.  Looked  at  from 
an  abstract  point  of  view,  there  was 
nothing  to  be  said  against  a  religious 
census  at  that  time,  ana  he  still  adhered 
to  that  position.  His  ideas  of  logic  were, 
perhaps,  old-fashioned,  but  he  could  not 
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understand  why  they  should  not  have 
a  religious  census  in  England  when 
such  a  census  was  taken  in  Ireland, 
not  a  country  certainly  of  weak 
religious  feeling,  whilst  even  their 
self-governing  colonies  had  a  religious 
census,  and  they  could  not  be  called 
retrograde  c^^Imunities.  He  thought 
that  whatever  was  done  in  the  colonies 
in  this  matter  might  at  least  be  done  in 
Great  Britain.  If  we  might  not  speak  of 
an  imaginary  Nonconformist,  then  there 
must  be  a  substantial  one.  The  Chtu-ch 
of  England  claimed  that  they  had  a 
majority  of  the  people  in  their  Church, 
and  they  did  not  object  to  a  religious 
census.  Ho  could  not  understand  what 
was  the  reason  why  Nonconformists  did 
not  like  to  have  a  religious  census.  If  it 
was  not  a  social  reason,  what  was  it  ? 
Were  they  afraid  of  the  facts  1  He 
thought  he  was  almost  justified  in  saying 
that  the  British  Isles  were  the  only 
civilised  country  in  which  there  was 
not  a  religious  census. 

Captain  SINCLAIR:  And  in  which 
there  is  an  Established  Church. 

♦Mr.  TALBOT :  Where  there  was  an 
Established  Church  was  it  a  wrong  thing 
for  that  Church  to  ask  for  an  enumeration 
of  the  persons  who  belonged  to  it  1 

Mr  WILLIAM  JONES  (Carnarvon- 
shire, N.) :  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  has 
stated  that  a  religious  census  is  obtained 
in  Ireland  and  the  colonies,  but  he 
forgot  to  mention  the  important  fact 
that  in'  Ireland  and  the  colonies 
there  exists  no  Established  Church. 
I  desire  to  point  out  that  Noncon- 
fornusts  are  not  afraid  of  the  facts,  but 
what  they  contend  is  that  the  real  facts 
cannot  be  obtained  by  a  religious  census. 
I  afti  going  to  challenge  the  noble  Lord 
as  to  the  facts,  and  I  ask  him,  would  he 
be  willing  to  take  a  census  of  the  bond 
fide  members  or  communicants  of  the 
Church  of  England  and  Nonconformist 
bodies  %  Will  he  take  the  Church  year- 
books and  compare  their  ntimber  with 
that  of  the  communicants  and  members 
in  •  the  Free  Churches  of  England  and 
Wales  1  That  would  be  a  fairer  and  a 
more  straightforward  test  of  the  numer- 
ical strength  of  church  and  chapel  than 
the  one  proposed.  I  heard  the  noble 
Lcffd  cast  a  reflection  upon  Noncon- 
formists regarding  Disestablishment,  but 
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the  Nonconformists  do  not  base  their  ob- 
jection to  the  Establishment  upon  its 
numerical  strength.  Their  objection  is 
that  the  relation  of  the  Stale  to  the 
Church  has  vulgarised  and  materialised 
the  Church,  and  has  hot  given  it  the 
power  to  purify  and  ennoble  the  State. 
If  the  noble  Lord  opposite  would  take  a 
census  of  the  communicants  and  members, 
the  Free  Churches  would  not  be  afraid 
of  that.  But  what  has  the  Church  of 
Epgland  hitherto  done  ?  Various  Church- 
mien  have  taken  a  religious  census  here 
and  there,  and  paraded  the  figures  to  the 
disadvantage  of  Nonconformists.  In  this 
census  they  have  included  prisoners  in 
gaolsy  a  majority  of  the  inmates  of  work- 
houses, demoralised  paupers  and  de- 
generates, who  neither  properly  belonged 
to  chiu?ch  nor  chapel,  and  yet  they  were 
returned  as  Chorcbmen,  Such  a  census 
will  be  opposed  by  every  fair-minded 
G^entlem.iu  ai  tliis  House,  because  it  is  a 
hollow  thing  and  a  sham. 

♦Mr.  RICHARDS  (Finsbury,  E.) :  I 
am  perhaps  one  of  the  few  Members  of 
this  House  who*  steadily  read  Noncon- 
formist literature  and  articles,  and  I  may 
inform  the  hon.  Memljer  who  has  just 
spoken  that  since  1851  our  NonconfcM^mist 
fallow  citizens  have,  from  time  to 
time,  ei\deavoured  to  take  what  they 
cill  a  religious  census.  The  census 
taken  in  1851  by  Mr.  Horace  Mann 
was  an  attempt  to  show  what  is  the 
accommodation  in: mission  rooms  not  con- 
nected with  the  Established  Church.  I 
have  not  a  word  to  say  against  any 
efforts  my  hon.  friend  takes  in  that 
direction,  but  it  is  very  hard,  when 
we  want  to  know  tte  number  of 
members  in  the  Church  of  Ekigland,  that 
we  cannot  have  a  religious  census. 
I  challenge  hon.  Mwnbers  opposite  to  deny 
that  in  all  the  self-governing  cok)nies  a 
religious  census  is  taken  every  five  or 
ten  years  without  the  slightest  objection. 
The  remarks  of  the  last  speaker  are  alto- 
gether beside  the  question.  He  know*  as 
well  as  I  do  that  in.  Scotland  there  is  a 
position  quite  different  from  that  of  com- 
municant— the  position  of  whether  a  man 
is  an  adherent  of  the  Established,  the 
Free,  or  the  United  Presbyterian  Church. 
The  proposition  put  forward  to-night  that 
none  but  communicants  should  be 
reckoned  is  a  most  extraordinary  one.  I 
have  often^^heayd  it  put  f onward  by  those 
who  share'  my  ■  views,   but  never  before 
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from  the  other  side  of  the  House.  What 
we  have  been  told  in  the  organs  of  the 
Liberation  Society  is  the  provision  the 
Free  Churches  of  England  make  for  the 
worshipping  public,  and  year  'by  year 
they  have  printed  in  their  handbooks  not 
the  number  of  communicants,  not  the 
number  of  attendants,  but  the  number  of 
places  they  provide.  They  appeal  to  that 
as  a  proof  that  the  Established  Church  is 
not  meeting  the  wants  of  the  country. 
In  1850  they  took  the  first  step  in 
endeavouring  to  get  a  census  of  those 
attending  church  and  chapel.  We  have 
from  time  to  time  been  favoured  with  what 
is  called  a  religious  census  in  large  towns 
of  the  niunber  of  persons  present  at  the 
morning  and  evening  services  in  the 
Established  Church,  and  in  what  are 
called  the  Free  Churches.  I  would  not 
^•ote  for  any  proposition  which  would 
east  any  slur  upon  my  Noncc^nformist 
friends,  some  of  whom  are  my  best 
supporters.  But  if  my  noble  friend 
goes  to  a  division  I  am  quite  prepared  to 
tell  with  him.  We  want  it  to  go  forth 
to  the  country  that  now  there  is  an 
opportunity  of  knowing  in  England  and 
Wales  what  we  know  in  Ireland — the 
religious  aspect  of  the  country.  Instead 
of  having  these  bogus  censuses  provided 
by  amateur  reporters  there  is  now  an 
opportunity,  if  the  President  of  the 
Local  Government  Board  can  see  his  way 
to  do  this,  of  knowing  once  and  for  all 
whether  the  Church  of  England  is  in  a 
minority  in  this  coimtry. 

Mr.  CHAPLIN  :  I  have  already  made 
one  am)eal  to  the  Committee,  end  I  must 
apologise  for  appealing  again.  Do  let  me 
remind  hon.  Members  of  what  is  the 
position.  An  Amendment  has  been  moved 
in  regard  to  which  it  is  stated  by  the 
mover  that  it  is  not  proposed  to  t^ke  a 
division.  That  Amendment  has  led  to  a 
somewhat  heated  discussion,  and  I  would 
suggest  that  it  should  now  be  withdrawn, 
in  order  that  we  may  proceed  with  busi- 
ness. I  do  again  suggest  that  the  dis- 
cussion in  which  we  are  now  engaged, 
although  keenly  interesting  to  some 
Members,  is  really  a  waste  of  time. 
Therefore  I  hope  the  Amendment  will  bo 
withdrawn  and  business  proceeded  with. 

Captain  SINCLAIR :  While  I  have 
the  greatest  sympathy  with  the  right 
hon.  Grentleman,  and  believe  that  he 
wishes  to  proceed  with  business,  we  arc 


in  the  position  that  the  noble  Lord  has 
commenced  what  I  may  call  a  sham  fight, 
and  a  good  many  arguments  have  been 
put  forward  which  are  entirely  unsound,, 
and  an  opportunity  should  be  allowed  for 
those  arguments  to  be  answered.  A 
great  deal  has  been  said  about  the 
different  treatment  meted  out  to  Ireland  ; 
the  colonies  have  also  been  referred  to  ; 
and  we  have  been  urged  to  consent  to  a 
census  in  order  that  the  facts  might  be 
laid  before  the  country.  No  one  wants, 
anything  but  the  facts,  but  we  know,  as  a 
matter  of  fact,  that  while  there  is  a 
political  question  pending  you  cannot  have 
the  facts  brought  out  in  a  census  of 
religious  beliefs.  ["  Why  not  1 "]  The 
position  of  the  Church  of  England  and  of 
the  Church  of  Scotland  is  not  the  position 
of  other  churches  in  those  countries. 
Before  you  can  obtain  an  impartial  census 
of  the  people  belonging  to  the  different 
churches  and  the  different  beliefs  you 
must  put  those  churches  and  beliefs  on 
an  equal  and  the  same  footing.  Facts  are 
worth  nothing  unless  that  preliminary 
step  is  taken.  I,  therefore,  deprecate  this 
discussion,  which  is  calculated  only  to 
mislead  public  opinion. 

Mr.  SOUTTAR  (Dumfriesshire):  I 
wish  to  express  my  astonishment  at  what 
I  may  call  the  noble  Lord's  want  of  know- 
ledge of  the  heart  of  the  Nonconformist. 
There  is  no  such  Nonconformist  in  the 
world  as  the  one  conjured  up  by  the 
mover  of  this  Amendment.  No  Noncon- 
formist in  the  concrete  is  ashamed  of  his 
convictions,  •  or  afraid  to  put  them  on  a 
census  paper.  Why,  then,  do  they 
object  to  the  taking  of  a  religious  census  ? 
Because  such  a  census  woula  be  entirely 
fallacious.  I  have  been  engaged  for  a 
good  many  years  in  working  amongst 
poor  people,  and  I  know  of  a  certainty 
that  no  matter  how  poor  a  man  is,  and 
no  matter  how  bad  a  man  may  be,  he  i» 
always,  speaking  generally,  a  loyal 
Churchman.  "  Men  who  have  betrayed 
every  friend  who  ever  trusted  in  them,, 
men  who  are  dnmk  every  day  of  their 
lives — the  worse  they  are  the  more  loyal 
to  the  Church.  I  have  visited  houses 
with  a  clergyman  of  the  Church  of 
England,  and  wo  have  said  to  a  man,. 
'*  You  go  to  chapel,  I  stippose  1 "  "  No> 
I  was  never  in  a  chapel  in  my  life." 
"  Were  you  ever  in  a  church  ? "  I  have 
asked.  "Well,  no,  I  cannot  say  that  I 
was,"   has   been    the    reply.      But   on   a 
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census  paper  such  a  man  would  put  him- 
self down  as  a  Churchman.  Every  tramp 
'in  a  thieves'  kitchen,  every  convict  in  the 
prisons,  would  write  himself  down  as  a 
'Churchman,  and  the  result  is  that  a 
-census  return  would  be  absolutely  fal- 
lacious and  entirely  unfair  to  Noncon- 
formists. 

Mr.    LLOYD -GEORGE     (Carnarvon 
JBorougha) :  It  is  quite  t/uc  the  noble  Lord 
does  not  propose  t<i  go  to  a  division,  and 
that  is  the  only  reason  I  intervene  in  this 
debate.     The  only  object  of  such  a  debate 
is  to  enable  the  noble  Lord  and  his  friends 
to  say,  "  We  offered  to   have  a  religious 
census,  but  you  refused."     It  is  not  really 
intended  that  this  Amendment  should  be 
carried     ['*Yes."]     Very   well,    in   that 
•case  we  have  got  to  contest  it,  and  the 
matter  should   be   fully   and   fairly  dis- 
<jU8sed.      A   proposition   similar  to    this 
was  made  when  the  last  Census  Bill  was 
Ibefore  the  House,  but  it  was  not  carried. 
The  object  then  was  merely  that  which  I 
have  stated.     No  one  knows  better  than 
the  noble  Lord  himself  that  such  a  test 
would  be  perfectly  fallacious.     But  there 
is  a  test.     Take  London,  for  instance.     It 
is  a  well-known  fact  that  if  every  church 
^nd   chapel  was   crowded   e\'ery  Sunday 
Xhere  would  not  be  one-fifth  of  the  popula- 
tion  in   attendance.     If  the   right  hon. 
'Gentleman  likes  I  will  say  that  one-half 
of  the  people  of  London  do  not  attend 
^he  churches.    What  becomes  of  the  other 
half  ?      As  far  as    that    half    are    con- 
icerned,    from    the  cradle    to   the  grave 
4ihcy  never  go  inside  a  church  or  chapel. 
They   are   not  Churchmen   or    religious 
people  at  all.     But  if  there  was  a  census 
:they  would  return  themselves  possibly  as 
Nonconformists,    but   more   probably   as 
•Churchmen.     Would  that  be  a  fair  test  1 
I  ask  any  real  and  sincere  Churchman, 
:3uch  as  we  all  recognise  the  noble  Lord 
to  be,  would  he  regard  a  person  who  had 
never  been  inside  a  church,  or  who  for 
Xen    years    had  not    attended   when   he 
might    have    done,    as    a    Churchman  ? 
Would   it   be   an  honest   return  on   the 
part   of   that   man  1      In   Nonconformist 
churches   we   have   a  test.     If  a  person 
does  not  attend  for  a  certain   space   of 
time,  unless  there  is  some  valid  reason  for 
his  absence,  he  is  struck  off  the  rolls  and 
is  no  longer  regarded  as  a  member  of  that 
church.     That  is   a   real  .  test,   and  one 
which  can  be  applied  to  anv  community. 
If  you  have  a  census  at  all  you  want  an 
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honest  census.  Look  at  the  census 
returns  for  prisons.  Take  Wales.  A 
vast  majority  of  the  persons  in  prisons  in 
Wales,  whfc'i  is  a  Nonconformist  country, 
return  thcmsjlvcs  as  Churchmen.  I  am 
not  going  to  suggest  that  this  is  because 
Churchmen  arc  the  scum  of  the  popula- 
tion in  Wales.  What  I  suggest  is  that 
these  people  are  people  of  no  religion  at 
all.  The  residue — I  will  not  say  the 
residuum — of  the  population  will  always 
label  themselves  of  the  religion  of  the 
bulk  of  the  population — the  State  religion. 
The  same  thing  applies  to  workhouses, 
and,  I  believe,  to  lunatic  asylums.  Would 
the  noble  Lord  say  that  because  these 
returns  show  a  larger  proportion  of 
Churchmen  that  therefore  the  majority 
of  lunatics  are  Churchmen,  or  the 
majority  of  Churchmen  are  lunatics  f 
I  venture  to  say  that  the  object  of  the 
Amendment  is  really  not  worthy  of  the 
noljle  Lord.  He  wants  an  honest  return ; 
he  really  wants  to  know  officially  what  is 
the  real  strength  of  Nonconformity  and 
of  the  Church  in  this  country,  and  if  there 
was  a  means  of  arriving  at  it  I  quite 
agree  with  him  it  would  be  exceedingly 
desirable  to  get  it.  In  the  Disestablish- 
ment controversy  we  have  had  statistics 
given  on  either  side,  but  there  has  been 
no  means  of  testing  them.  The  time  will 
come  when  the  Disestablishment  issue 
will  again  be  a  vital  one,  as  when  this  war 
craze  has  passed  away  the  people  of  the 
country  will  return  to  deeper  issues.  It 
is,  therefore,  important  to  have  reliable 
figures.  The  only  way  of  getting  them 
would  be  to  get  the  denominations  to 
return  a  register  of  their  own  members, 
and  those  figures  could  ba  tested.  Church- 
men give  us  an  aggregate  number,  but 
when  we  ask  for  the  figures  for  any  single 
parish  they  decline  to  give  them.  That 
is  the  real  test.  If  the  noble  lord  can 
suggest  any  means  of  arriving  at  the 
facts,  by  which  the  return  should  be  a 
fair,  honest  and  reliable  one,  I  will 
heartily  support  it,  and  I  believe  the  bulk 
of  Nonconformists  would  do  the  same. 

Lord  HUGH  CECIL  (who  was  indis- 
tinctly heard)  was  understood  to  say  that  he 
did  not  intend  to  reflectinjuriously  upon  the 
religious  convictions  of  anybody.  He  had 
a  sincere  respect  for  all  religious  people. 
A  religious  census  was  not  asked  for  for  the 
purpose  of  estimating  the  religious  force 
of  the  various  denominations  in  the 
country.      Such   statistics    would   neces- 
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sarily  be  inaccurate  and  misleading.  The 
census  was  desired  for  the  specific  purpose 
of  meeting  the  numerical  argument 
agiiinst  the  Establishment.  This  was  not 
a  bogus  Amendment ;  it  was  a  bona  fide 
offer,  and  he  was  <iuite  ready  to  go 
to  a  division.  On  its  merits  it  was  a 
reasonable  proposal.  It  was  not  so  much 
out  of  consideration  for  the  feeling  of  hon. 
Members  on  the  other  side  of  the  House 
as  out  of  consideration  for  the  feelings  of 
Nonconformists  as  a  body  that  they  did 
not  wish  to  do  a  gratuitously  aggressive 
thing  by  forcing,  this  proposaJ  upon  them 
by  a  division.  He  therefore  aslced  leave 
to  withdraw  the  Amendment. 

Amendment  put,  and  negatived. 

Clause  agreed  to. 

Clause  4  : — 

Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGK  said  he  wished 
to  move  the  omission  in  Section  ((/), 
Clause  4,  page  2,  line  5,  the  words  "  in 
the  case  of  Wales  or  the  County  of 
Monmouth."  He  wanted  to  extend  that 
schedule  to  the  whole  country.  There 
was  a  very  large  Welsh  population  in 
England,  and  if  his  amendment  were 
adopted  it  simply  meant  that  a  language 
column  would  oe  added  to  all  the  English 
as  well  as  Welsh  papers.  This  suggestion 
was  made  at  the  last  census,  but  too  late, 
and  there  was  a  promise  that  it  would  be 
considered  when  the  next  census  came 
round.     If  it  were  found  on  report  that 


it  would  be  impossible  to  carry  out  hi» 
suggestion,  the  clause  could  be  restored  as- 
it  now  stood. 

Amendment  proposed —  . 

■ 

*'  In  pa^e  2,  line  5,  to  leave  out  the  woi-ds 
*in  the  case  of  Wales  or  the  County  of 
Monmouth.' " — {Mr.  Lloyd-George. ) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  words 
proposed  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
clause." 

Mr.  CHAPLIN  said  he  did  not  think 
the  hon.  Member  quite  appreciated  the 
enormous  additional  labour  that  would  be 
caused  by  his  proposal,  and  there  was  no* 
reason  why  that  additional  labour  should 
be  imposed  on  the  enumerators. 

Mr.  lough  hoped  that  the  suggestion 
would  be  further  considered.  There  were 
thirty-five  churches  in  London  in  which 
Welsh  was  spoken,  and  quite  as  many  in 
Liverpool  and  Manchester  ;  and  such  a 
return  would  give  a  great  deal  of 
interesting  information. 

Mr.  HERBERT  ROBERTS  hoped  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  would  reconsider 
the  point,  because  as  time  went  on  there 
would  be  a  gradually  increasing  number 
of  Welsh-speaking  people  in  England. 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided  : — Ayes,  164  ; 
Noes,  54.     (Division  List  No.  70.) 


Allhosen,  Aogu^^tu^  Henry  E. 
Allsopp,  Hon.  George 
Arohdale,  Edward  Mer>*yn 
Arnold,  Alfred 
Ashton,  Thomas  Gair 
Atkinson,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Balcarree,  Lord 
Balfour,  Rt.  HnA.J.(Manch'r) 
Banbury,  Frederick  George 
Bartley,  George  C.  T. 
Beach,Rt.  Hn.SirM.  H.(Bri3tol 
Beckett,  Emeet  William 
Bemrose,  Sir  Henry  Howe 
BUI,  Charles 
Blundell,  Colonel  Henry 
Bond,  Edward 
Brassey,  Albert 
Brodrick,  lit.  Hon.  St.  John 
Bmnner,  Sir  John  Tomlinnon 
Bollard,  Sir  Harry 
Batcher,  John  Geoiye 
Camiichael,  Sir  T.  D.  Gibson- 
Cavendiflh,  V.  C.  W.  ( Derbynli. ) 
Cayzer,  Sir  Charles  William 
Cecil,  Lord  Hngh  (Green wicli) 


AYES. 

Chamberlain,  J.  A. (Worcester) 
Chaplin,  Kt.  Hon.  Henry 
Charrington,  Spencer 
Clare,  Octavius  Leigh 
Coghdl,  Doaglas  Harry 
Collings,  Kt.  Hon.  Jesse 
Colomb,  Sir  John  C.  Ready 
Cook,  Fred.  Lucas  (Lambeth) 
Corbett,  A.  Cameron  (Glas^^w 
Corn  wallis,Fienne8Stanley\V. 
Cotton-Jodrell,  Col.  E.  T.  D. 
Cox,  Irwin  Edward  Bainbridge 
Cubitt,  Hon.  Henry 
Curzon,  Viscount 
Dalrymple,  Sir  Charles 
Denny,  Colonel 
Dickinson,  Robert  Edmond 
Dilke,  Rt.  Hn.  Sir  Charles 
Dixon- Hartland,  Sir  F.  DLxon 
Dorington,  Sir  John  Edward 
Doa>;las,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Donglas,  Charles  M.  (Lanark) 
Doxtord,  Sir  Wm.  Theodore 
Faber,  George  Denison 
Fardell,  Sir  T.  George 


Fellowes,  Hon.  Ailwyn  E. 
Feri5asHon,RtHnSirJ(ManchV 
F'ield,  Admiral  (Eastbourne) 
Finch,  George  H. 
Fin  lay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Fir  bank,  Joseph  Thomas 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
Flsoo,  Frederick  William 
Fletcher,  Sir  Henry 
Fost«r,  Sir  Walter  (Derby  Co.) 
Fry,  Lewis 

Galloway,  W.  Johnson 
Gartit,  VVilliam 
Gedge,  Sydney 

GibUs,Hon.  \  icary  (St.  Albans) 
Gilliat,  John  Saunders 
Godson,  Sir  A.  Frederick 
Gold-^worthy,  Major-Generar 
Ciordon,  Hon.  John  Edward 
Gorst,  Rt.  Hn.  Sir  John  Eldon 
Goschen,  George  J.  (Sussex) 
Goulding,  Edward  Alfred 
Green,  W  a  lfordD(  Wednesbury 
Gurdon,Sir  WilliamBrampton 
Hamilton,  Rt.  Hon.  Ll.George 
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<?ensus  paper  such  a  man  would  put  him- 
self down  as  a  Churchman.  Every  tramp 
"in  a  thieves'  kitchen,  every  convict  in  the 
prisons,  would  write  himself  down  as  a 
<3hurchman,  and  the  result  is  that  a 
-census  return  would  be  absolutely  fal- 
lacious and  entirely  unfair  to  Noncon- 
formists. 

Mr.    LLOYD -GEORGE     (Carnarvon 
Boroughs) :  It  is  quite  true  the  noble  Lord 
does  not  propose  to  go  to  a  division,  and 
that  is  the  only  reason  I  intervene  in  this 
debate.     The  only  object  of  such  a  debate 
is  to  enable  the  noble  Lord  and  his  friends 
to  say,  "  We  oflFered  to  have  a  religious 
•census,  but  you  refused."     It  is  not  really 
intended  that  this  Amendment  should  be 
carried-     ("Yes."]     Very   well,    in   that 
'Case  we  have  got  to  contest  it,  and  the 
matter   should   be   fully   and   fairly  dis- 
<5ussed.      A  proposition   similar  to    this 
was  made  when  the  last  Census  Bill  was 
Ibefore  the  House,  but  it  was  not  carried. 
The  object  then  was  merely  that  which  I 
have  stated.     No  one  know^s  better  than 
the  noble  Lord  himself  that  such  a  test 
would  be  perfectly  fallacious.     But  there 
is  a  test.     Take  London,  for  instance.     It 
is  a  well-known  fact  that  if  every  church 
^nd   chapel  was   crowded   every  Sunday 
Ihere  would  not  be  one-fifth  of  the  popula- 
tion  in   attendance.     If  the   right   hon. 
•Gentleman  likes  I  will  say  that  one-half 
•of  the  people  of  London  do  not  attend 
the  churches.    What  becpmes  of  the  othc;r 
half]      As   far  as    that    half    are    cun 
•cerned,    from    the   cradle    to   the   grjr 
4}hey  never  go  inside  a  church  or  chap  " 
They   are   not   Churchmen   or    reli.ul* 
people  at  all.     But  if  there  was  a  coiii- 
:they  would  return  themselves  possil*!; 
Nonconformists,    but   more   probaM. 
•Churchmen.     Would  that  be  a  fair 
I   ask  any  real  and  sincere  Chnr* 
:3uch  as  we  all  recognise  the  nobi« 
to  be,  woiUd  he  regard  a  person  v. 
never  been  inside  a  church,  or 
.ten    years    had  not    attentled 
might    have    done,    as    a    CI 
Would   it   be   an  honest   ww 
part   of   that   man  1      In    N*  ■ 
churches   we   have   a   test. 
does  not  attend  for  a   cort.' 
.time,  unless  there  is  some  \:\  \  • 
his  absence,  he  is  struck  olV  i 
is  no  longer  regarded  a«^  a  in 
43hurch.     That   is   a   real    • 
which  can  be  applied  to         _« 
If  you  have  a  consiw 

Mr.  Souitar. 
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;  Major-General 
*  John  Edward 


Gorst,  Rt.Hon.Sir  John  Eldon 
GoscUen,  Georjie  J.  (Sussex) 
Green  .Walford  Dt  Wedne-bury 
Gurdon,  SirWilliamBrampton 
Hamilton.Kt.  Hn.Lord  Gforge 
Hanhury,Rt.  Hon-Robert  Win. 
Hardy,  Laa'ence 
Heath,  James 
Helder,  Augustus 
Hickman,  8ir  Alfred 
Howell,  William  Tador 
Hutchinnon,  <'api.G.W.Grice- 
Jeffreys,  Arthur  Frederick 
Jenkins,  Sir  John  Jonesi 
Jessell,  CapUin  H.  Merton 
Johnstone,  Hey  wood  (Suaeex^ 
Johnston,  William  (Belfaati 
Kenyon,  James  ' 

Kimber,  Henry 
Lafone,  Alfred 
Lawrence,Sir  E.l)aminir(Com 
Lawson,  John  Grant  (\orkaT 
Leieh- Bennett,  Henry  Carr" 
Lockwood,  Lt.-Col.  A.  R 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Eraki-- 

Long.Col.CharlesW.(EvK 
Long,  Rt.  Hon.  W.  (Liv^SJ^ 

Lonsdale,  John  Brownlee 

Lowe,  Francis  WUliam 
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"wton  ; 

'J 

'    III /.(HI    j 
.  i '  •  K 

•1.   I  (Jwiinl 

•  '<'iic  Tarne  ■ 
\U'\;jti(lt;r 
^     .M.itlliowW.  i 
1  i'>M.  (  li.us,  T. 
i'Tin.'»'t  iHiu'kney) 

• ^ 

J  .  \V.  {Tyroiie) 

■  1.  .Joyin 

■  .iiU^s  IJilton 
iM.  \\   IJi.iin  Edward  T, 

•  ;!iam,  J.  \V.  (Cheshire) 
«ii.  Sir  iJarringtoii 
'     •  '  III.  Ivoui.s  (Hoiuford) 
^Miiili,  .jiis.  l*arker  (Lanarks) 
^trw.irt.  Sir  M.  J.  M'Tajigjirt 
MnitJ,  Hon.  Cliarles  Hedley 


•  It] 


Sturt,  Hon.  Humphrv  Napiei 
Tiilhot.KtHnJ.G.(OxfaUiiiv. 
Thornton.  Percy  M. 
TomHuHon,  Win,  Ed  w.  Murray 
Warr,  Au^u<«tuti  Fretlerick 
WeJister,  Sir  Kichard  E. 
Welbv,  Lieut-Colonel  A,  C.K 
\\Vlby,Sii€harle9G.E.(Nottf. 
Wentworth,  hruce  C.  Vernon- 
Whiteley,H-(Ashton-under-L, 
Whiijuore,  Cluirles  Algernon 
Williainis  Colonel  R.  (Doi-set) 
Williams,  Jsph.  Po\vell-(Birm. 
Willougliby  de  Ereshy,  Lord 
Wil  sou,  Frederick  W .  ( N  orf  ol  k ) 
Wilson,  John  (Falkirk) 
Wilson-Todd,  W^m.H.(Yorks.) 
Wodehou8e,KuHn.E.K.(Bath 
Woitley,Kt.  Hon.  C.RStuart- 
Wymlham,  (ieorge 

• 

Tellers  for  the  Ayes— 
Sir  William  Walrond  and 
Mr,  Anstruther. 


"'.  1 


K. 


iiJii" 


'"1    1  Mjuliiison 

'    'jij.i-  Kvl  urn 

• 

^'r  T.  I),  Gihson- 
I'^iii'  lis  Allston 

'  'UlJi'l 

i.  .  lion.  Sir  Charles 

1'.  C. 
-,  riiarles  M.  (Lanark! 
'»ii1j,  James 

luse  '2  agreed  to. 

NOES, 

y  en  \v  ick ,  Charl es 
Flavin,  Michael  Joseph 
(ioddard,  Daniel  Ford 
Havne,  Ht.  Hon.  Clias.  Seale- 
Jones,Wiliiam(Carn  rvonshire 
Kilbride,  Denis 
La  \vson,Sir  Wilfrid  (Cumiy  land 
Lloyd -George,  David 
Macaleese,  Daniel 
Maddison,  Fied. 
Morton,  Ed  w.  J .  C.  ( De  vonport) 
Norton,  Capt.  Cecil  William 
Nussey,  Thomas  Willans 
O'Brien.  Patrick  (Kilkenny) 
Pease,  Joseph  A.  (Northumb. 
Raudell,  Decvid 
Keckitt,  Haiold  James 


Redmond,  J»  E.  (Waterford) 
Richard^on,  J.  ( Durham, S. h. ) 
Koberts,  John  Bryn  (Eihon) 
Ko'-erts  Jobn  H.  (Denbighsv) 
Robson,  William  Snowdou 
Soanies,  Arthur  Welle»*ley 
Souttar,  Robinson 
Stead  man,  William  Charles 
Sullivan,  Donil  (Westmeath) 
Tanner,  Cbarles  Kearnu 
Thomas,  D.  A.  (Merthyr) 
Trevelyan,  Charles  Philijw 
Ure,  Alexander 

Tellers  for  the  Noes— 
Mr.  M'Kenna  and  Mr. 
Courteniy  Warner. 


IJiK  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for 
iiK  HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Sir  M.  W. 
\\  HUE  Ridley)  moved  a  new  clause 
with  reference  to  the  duration  of  the  Act. 
It  declares  that  the  measure  shall  be 
temporary  and  applicable  to  the  present 
war  only. 

New  clause  added  : — 

"3.  This  Act  shall  apply  only  to  absence 
ilaring  the  coatinuance  of  the  present  war  in 
South  Africa." 


Bill  reported,  as  amended ;  to  be  con- 
sidered upon  Monday  next. 


SUPPLY. 
Considered  in  Committee. 

(Id  the  Committee.) 

Army  (Excesses),  1898-99. 

£100,  Army  Excesses. 

Mr.  CALDWELL  (Lanark,  Mid)  asked 
the  Financial  Secretary  to  give  some  little 
explanation  with  regard  to  this  excess 
Vote. 

♦The  financial  SECRETARY  to 
THE  WAR  OFFICE  (Mr.  J.  Powell- 
WiLLiAMS,  Birmingham,  S.):  In  point 
of  fact,  as  the  hon.  Member  will  see  from 
the  statement  on  the  Vote,  there  is 
an  excess    in    the  appropriation   to-day 
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Hanbory,  Rt.Hon.  KoljortW. 
Heath,  James-' 
Helder,  Augustus 
Hickman,  Sir  Alfred 
Howell,  William  Tudor 
Hutcliinson,  Capt.(4.W.0rice- 
•Jeflfreys,  Arthur  Fretlerick 
Johuston,  William  (Belfast) 
Kenyon,  James 
KenyoD-Slaney,  Col.  William 
Kiraoer,  Henry 
Lafone,  Alfred 

Lawrence,Sir£.  Duniiup-(Corn 
Lawson,  John  Grant  (Yorks.) 
Lecky,  lU.  Hon.  William  E.  H. 
Leigh- Bennett,  Henry  Currie 
Lock  wood,  Lt-Col.  A.  K. 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Erskine 
Long,Col.Charles  W(  Evesham ) 
Long,  Rt.  Hon.  W.  ( Liverpool 
Lonsdale,  John  Brownlet* 
Lowe,  Francis  William 
Lowles,  John 
Lovd,  Archie  Kirkraan 
Lucas-Shailwell,  William 
Macartney,  W.  G.  Elli*on 
Macdona,' John  Gumming 
ICticIver,  David  (Liverpool) 
M* Arthur,  Wm.  (Cornwall) 
M*Iver,SirLewis(Eilinh'xH  W.) 
JM*Killop,  James 


(COMMONS) 

Massey- Main  waring,  Hn.W.  F.  ' 
Middlemore,  Jn.  Throgmorton 
Milward,  Colonel  Victor 
Monk,  Charles  James* 
Moockton,  f.dward  I'hilip 
Morgan,Hn.Fre  UMunm'thsh. 
Morrell,  George  Herbert 
Morton,  A.  H.  A.  (Deptford) 
Muntz.  Philip  A. 
Muri-ay,Rt.  Hon.  A.  (i.(Bate) 
Murray,  Charles  J.  (Coventry 
Nussey,  Thomas  Willans 
l*dlmer,George  Wm.(  Reading) 
Parkes,  Ebeuezer 
Pease,H«rl>ertPike(DArlingt'n 
Phillpotts  Captain  Arthur        ' 
PilkiugU)n,Rich.(Lanc^N'wt*n 
Piatt- diggim*,  Frederick 
Plunkett,  Rd.  Hn.  H.  Ciirzon 
Pollock,  Harry  Frederick 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
PrjveJones,  Lt.-Col.  Edward 
Purvis,  Roliert 
Rasch,  M-ijor  F'rederic  Carne 
Richard"*,  Henry  Charles 
Ridley,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  M.  W. 
Ritchie,  Rt.  Hon.  i\  Thomson 
Rol)eru*on,  Herbert  (Hackney) 
Rol)son,  William  Snowdon 
Rouml,  James  | 

Riissell,  T.  W.  (Tyrone) 
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Rutherford,  John 
Seely,  Charles  Hilton 
Sharpe,  William  Edward  T. 
Sidebotham,  J.  W.  (Cheshire) 
Simeon,  Sir  Barrington 
Sinclair,  Louis  (Romford) 
Stone,  Sir  Benjamin 
Strutt,  Hon.  Charles  Hedley 
Sturt,  Hon.  Humphr\-  Napier 
ralbot,Rt.Hn.  J.  G.  (l)x.Liiiv. 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Tomlinson,  Wm.  E.  Murray 
Trevelyan,  Charles  Philips 
Warner,  Thos.  Courtenay  T. 
Warr,  Augustus  Frederick 
Webster,  Sir  Richard  E. 
Wei  by,  Lt.  -Col.  A.  C.  E(Taunt'n 
Wen  t worth,  Bruce  C.  Vemon- 
Wliiteley,H.  ( AHhu>n-undr-L.) 
Williams,  Colonel  R.  (Dorset) 
Williams,  Joseph  P.  (Birm.) 
Willoughby  de  Eresby,  Lord 
Wilson,  John  (Falkirk) 
Wilson-Todd,  Wm.  H.(YorkM 
Wodehouse,Rt.Hn.E.R  (Both) 
Wortley,  Rt.  Hon.  C.  Stuart- 
Wyndham,  George 

Tellers  fok  th«  Ayes— 
Sir  William  Walrond  and 
Mr.  Anstruther. 


Abraham,  William(Cork,N.  E. ) 
Abraham,  William  (Rhondda) 
Austin,  M.  (Limerick.  W.) 
Barlow,  Jolin  Emmott 
Billson,  Alfred 
Bolton,  Thomas  Dolling 
Broadhurst,  Henry 
Buchanan,  Thomas  Ryburn 
Hums,  John 
Caldwell,  James 
Cameron,  Robert  (Durham) 
Clianning,  Francis  Allston 
Donelan,  Captain  A. 
Doogan,  P.  C. 
Duckworth,  James 
E  vaiis,SirFrancisH(South'ton ) 
Farquharson',  Dr.  liobert 
Fenwick,  Charles 
Flavin,  Michael  Joseph 


NOES. 

Cioddard,  Dauiel  Fortl 

Hemphill,  Rt.  Hn.  Charles  H. 

Jenkins,  Sir  John  Jones 

Kilbride,  Denis 

Lawson,  Sir  W.  (Cumb'land) 

Lough,  Thomiu* 

Macaleese,  Daniel 

M'C'rae,  George 

M'Keima,  Reginald 

MadtliMon,  Fred. 

Morton,  E.  J.  C.  (Devon port) 

Norton,  Capt.  Cecil  William 

O'Brien,  Patrick  (Kilkenny) 

O  Malley,  William 

Pe^ise,  Jos.  A.  (Northumb.) 

Pickersgill,  Edward  Hare 

Price,  lS)bert  John 

Provand,  Andrew  Dry  burgh 

He<lmond,  William  (Clare) 


Richardson,  J.  ( Durham,  S.  E. ) 
Roberta,  John  Bryn  (Eition) 
Roljei-ts,  J.  H.  (Deiibigltsh.) 
Sinclair,  Capt.  .'.  (Forfarsh. ) 
Soames,  Arthur  Well«Hley 
Souttar,  Robinson 
Steadmau,  William  Charles 
Strache3%  EdwanI 
Sullivan,  Donal  (We»*tmeath) 
Tanner,  Charle«  Keames 
ThomaSjAlfred  (GlamorgaOfE. 
Thomas,DavidAlfred  (Mertb'r 
Ure,  Alexander 
Wil8on,FrederickW.  ( Norfolk) 
Wilson,  John  (Govan) 
Voxall,  James  Henry 
Tklleiis   for  the    Noes— 

Mr.  Lloyd -tieorge  and  Mr. 

William  Jones. 


Mr.  LOWLKS  wished  to  thaw  atten- 
tion to  section  4  of  Clause  4  in  reference 
to  tenements  and  dwelling-houses.  He 
knew  of  a  case  where  350  different  flats 
were  recorded  by  the  Kegistrar  Cieneral 
ixa  seven  inhabited  houses.  That  mate- 
rially afiFected  the  grants  under  the 
Equalisation  of  Rates  Act.  Every  separate 
tenement  should  be  returned  as  a  definite 
dwelling-house  in  that  schedule  rather 
than  the  blocks. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  that  one  of  the 
difficulties  about  applying  this  Bill  to 
Scotland  was  that  in  Scotland  a  tenement 
was  a  whole   block  of  buildings,  and  in 


England  it  was  each  individual  house  or 
suite  of  apartments  in  a  block  ;  and  when 
they  went  to  the  interpretation  clause 
they  found  no  definition  of  a  house  or 
tenement.  There  was,  therefore,  ambi- 
guity as  to  how  this  particular  sub-soocion 
was  to  apply  to  Scotland  at  all.  Formally 
he  moved  to  omit  subsection  4. 

Amendment  proposed  - 

''On  pa»9  2,  line  23,  to  leave  out  sulH«ec- 
tion  4." — (jfi:  Buchanan.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  sub-section  4 
stand  part  of  the  clause." 
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Mr.  CHAPLIN  said  that  sub-section  4  I 
applied  to  Scotland  in  precisely  the  same 
way  as  in  England.     It  said  that — 

'*  ^Vhe^e  a  dwelling-house  is  let  or  sub-let  in 
different  tenements  or  apartments,  and 
occnpied  distinctly  by  different  persons  or 
faniilieB,  a  separate  schedule  shall  be  left  with 
or  for  and  shall  be  filled  up  by  the  occupier  of 
•each  such  distinct  tenement  or  apartment." 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Clause  agreed  to. 

Clause  5 : — 

Sir  T.  G.  FARDELL  (Paddington,  S.) 
moved  to  insert  in  page  3,  Une  5,  arfter  the 
word  "  parishes,"  the  word  "  wards."  It 
would,  he  contended,  be  far  more  satis- 
factory for  health  purposes,  especially  in 
boroughs,  if  the  particulars  were  furnished 
by  wards  rather  than  by  parishes.  He  under- 
stood that  instructions  were  to  be  given  to 
the  enumeratoi*s  to  take  the  particulars  by 
wards  instead  of  by  parishes  if  necessary, 
but  no  harm  whatever  would  be  done  if 
that  were  put  in  the  Bill. 

Amendment  proposed — 

**  In  page  3,  Une  5,  after  the  word  *  parishes ' 
to  insert  the  word  *  wards.'  " — {Sir  T,  G.  Far- 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  woi-d 
*  wards  '  be  there  inserted." 

Mr.  CHAPLIN  said  he  would  be 
very  clad  to  accept  the  Amendment  if  he 
thought  it  was  necessary,  but  that  was 
not  the  case.  The  word  "  ward  "  was  not 
in  the  old  Act,  but  under  Clause  10  power 
was  given  to  enable  the  authorities  to 
prescribe  that  the  census  should  be  taken 
by  wards,  and  that  was  what  was  done  in 
.-all  boroughs.  The  Government  would 
.see  that  that  was  also  done  on  this 
occasion  by  instruction. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 


'  Oau«e  agreed  to. 


Clauses  6,  7,  and  8  agreed  to. 


the  request  and  -  cost  of  any  county 
council,  borough,  or  urban  district  council 
abstracts  containing  any  useful  informa- 
tion in  the  census  returns  with  respect  to 
that  county,  borough,  or  district  council 
should  be  supplied  by  the  Registrar 
General  on  demand.  He  could  see  no 
reason  why  this  important  information 
should  be  kept  at  the  discretion  of  the 
Registrar  General. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  3,  line  33,  to  leave  out  '  may,  if  he 
thinks  fit/  in  order  to  insert  the  word  *  shall.' " 
— {Mr.  Herbert  Roberts. ) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
clause." 

Mr.  CHAPLIN  could  not  accept  an 
Amendment  which  would  make  it  com- 
pulsory on  the  Registrar  General  to 
furnish  these  returns.  There  would  be 
no  unwillingness  whatever  to  grant  any 
reasonable  information;  but  some  dis- 
cretion should  be  left  to  the  Registrar 
General,  for  otherwise  demands  might  be 
made  upon  him  which  would  be  quite 
unreasonable. 

Mr.  HERBERT  ROBERTS  said  that 
although  he  himself  thought  it  would  be 
better  if  the  power  were  not  left  in  the 
hands  of  the  Registrar  General  abso- 
lutely ;  still  he  assumed  that  the  Local 
Government  Board  would  see  that  the 
local  authorities  were  considered,  and  on 
that  assurance  he  would  withdraw  his 
Amendment. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Clauses  9,  10,  and  11  agreed  to. 

Clause  12: — 

Captain  SINCLAIR  asked  why  in  the 
application  of  the  Bill  to  Scotland,  "  Sec- 
retary for  Scotland  "  should  be  substituted 
for  "tocal  Government  Board." 


<Cku8e  9 :  - 


,    ♦The   lord    ADVOCATE   (Mr.    A. 
!  Graham  Miirray,  Buteshire):  There  has 
been  no  change  in  the  polio}'  of  taking  the 
census  since  the  last  time.     As  a  matter 
Mr.  HEltBKUT  ROBERTS  moved  in    of  fact,  from  the  constitution  oi  the  staff 
page  3,  line  33,  to  leave  out  **may,  if  he    in  the  office,  it  is  verv  much  more  eon- 
thinks    fit,"   and    insert    "  shall."      The  ,  venient   that  the   work  should    be  done 
meaning  of  his  Amendment  was  that  at  i  in     the     office     of     the     Secretary     for 
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Scotland  than  in  the  office  of  the  Local 
Government  Board.  There  is  really  an 
advantage  in  having  it  done  in  the  former 
office.  The  office  of  the  Secretary  for 
Scotland  is  more  in  consonance  with  the 
office  of  the  Local  Government  Board  of 
England  than  is  the  office  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  of  Scotland. 

Glauses  12  and  13  agreed  to. 

Committee    report     progress ;    to    sit 
again  upon  Monday  next. 

ELECTORAL  DISABILITIES  (MILITARY 
SERVICE)  BILL. 

Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

[Mr.    J.    W.  LowTHER  (Cumberland, 
Penrith)  in  the  Chair.] 

Clause  1 : — 

*Mr.  JEFFREYS  (Hamphire,  N.J 
moved  on  behalf  of  his  hon.  friend 
the  Member  for  Ayr  Burghs  to  insert  in 
page  1,  line  8,  after  "requirel,"  the 
words  "  or  in  respect  of  a  qualification 
by  which  he  votes  as  a  lodger."  The 
word  "  lodger  "  was  mentioned  in  the  Act 
of  1891,  though  it  was  omitted  from  the 
present  Bill. 

Amendment  proposed — • 

"  In  page  1,  line  8,  after  *  required/  to  insert 
the  words  '  or  In  respect  of  a  qualification  by 
which  he  votes  as  a  lodjjer.* " — {Mr.  Jeffreys.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

The  attorney  GENERAL  (Sir 
Richard  Webster,  Isle  of  Wight) :  I 
can  assure  my  hon.  friend  that  these 
words  are  not  necessary,  and  that  it 
would  be  imdesirable  to  insert  them.  We 
of  course  intend  that  this  Bill  shall  apply 
to  the  lodger  franchise,  assuming  the 
lodgings  are  kept  on.  It  has  been  brought 
to  my  attention  that  in  order  to  secure 
the  lodger  franchise  under  the  existing 
law  a  claim  must  be  sent  in  signed  by  the 
lodger.  In  order  to  meet  the  difficulty  of 
the  absence  of  the  lodger,  I  am  prepared  to 
accept  an  Amendment  that  the  lodger's 
declaration  may  be  signed  by  the  land- 
lord. It  would  be  more  convenient  to  do 
it  in  that  way. 

Mr,  A,  Oraham  Murray. 


Colonel  DENNY  (Kilmarnock 
Burghs)  asked  if  a  lodger  who  left  the 
country  as  a  Volunteer  was  disquab'fied. 

Sir    RICHARD    WERSTER:    It    is 

absolutely  necessary  that  he  should  main- 
tain his  qualification,  but  he  will  not  be 
subject  to  the  disadvantage  attaching  t^ 
more  than  four  months  absence. 

♦Colonel  WELBY  (Taunton)  asked 
whether  special  exceptions  could  not  be 
made  in  these  cases,  because  it  was  not 
probable  that  the  lodgings  would  be 
kept  on.  He  was  perfectly  sure  that  the 
Government  had  no  intention  that  civil 
penalties  should  attach  to  the  Volunteers, 
hut  it  would  be  very  hanl  if  lodgers  were 
to  be  disenfranchised. 

.Mr.  BARTLEY  (Islington,  N.)  said  he 
could  conceive  a  case  in  which  the  land- 
lord might  be  troublesome,  and  would 
not  sign  the  claim. 

♦The  CHAIRMAN:  An  Amendment 
will,  I  understand,  be  moved,  which  \*ill 
raise  that  point. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Another  Amendment  maile. 

♦Mr.  JEFFREYS  moved  in  page  1, 
line  9,  after  "  of,"  to  insert  "  the  perma- 
nent department  and  medical  staff  of  the 
Army."  Many  of  the  medicul  officers,, 
although  not  ordered,  went  of  their  own 
accord  to  South  Africa,  and  had  rendered 
the  very  greatest  service.  If  they  were 
absent  more  than  four  months  they^ 
would  probably  lose  their  votes,  and 
he  thought  the  Committee  would 
wish  them  included  in  the  Bill. 
For  the  same  reason  he  moved  that  the 
general  staff  should  be  included.  The 
Bill  now  only  included  Reserve  Militia,. 
Yeomanry,  and  Volunteers, and  he  thought 
the  permanent  department  and  medical 
staff  should  also  be  included. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"In  page  1,  line  9,  after  the  word  *of,'  to 
insert  the  words  *  the  permaneni  department 
and  medical  staff  of  the  Amiy.*^*  —  {Mr^ 
Jeffreys.) 

Question  proposed,  *  That  those  word* 
be  there  inserted." 
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Sir  RICHARD  WEBSTER  :    For  the  ;      Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn, 
reason  stated  by  the  Home  Secretary  on  i 

the  Second  Reading  of  this  Bill,  it  is  im-        Amendment  proposed — 
possible  to  accept  this  Amendment.      My       "  in  page  1,  line  12,  after  the  word  *  not,' 
Hon.   friend   wishes   that  officers  on  the  ,  to  insert  the  words  *  In  the  case  of  a  per- 
permanent   staff  and   the    medical    staff '  «op   ^^^^^^l^  ^  claim  the   lod^r   franchise 
1    ,..•        •  u    1  r  i.u       A  a:^«««    beinfi:  so  absent,  his  claim  may  be  signed  on 

as  distmcuished  from  other  Army  officers    ,^.,  '{^^alf  by  his  landlord.  "M.Vr.Wi^r^ 

get   the   benefit    of    this    Bill.       If    we    Robertson.) 
assented   to   that    we    should    have    no 

answer  to  the  requests  which  would  be       Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
made  to  us  on  behalf  of  other  classes  of ,  be  there  inserted." 
officers  who  have  gone  out  in  obedience 

to  orders.  We  have  to  draw  a  distinction  Sir  RICHARD  WEBSTER  :  I  think 
between  those  who  by  the  terms  of  their  it  is  abundantly  clear  that  lodgers  should 
profession  are  liable  to  foreign  service  and  be  included  in  the  Bill,  and  I  propose  to 
those  who  are  not.  The  object  of  the  accept  the  Amendment.  But  the  ques- 
Bill  is  to  remove  the  electoral  disabihties  tion  has  been  raised  as  to  whether  it  is 
under  which  Reservists  and  Volunteers  advisable  to  insert  the  word  "  landlord." 
might  otherwise  labour  owing  to  their  The  reason  suggested  to  me  was  that  there 
absence  in  South  Africa.  I  do  not  say  could  then  be  no  doubt  that  the  declara- 
it  would  not  be  possible  to  include  certain  tion  would  be  made  by  a  person  who 
special  classes,  but  if  we  accept  this  '  knew  that  the  tenancy  or  lodging  was 
Amendment  we  cannot  resist  the  claims  still  existing.  I  think  there  is  no  possi- 
of  others,  and  we  are  therefore  obliged  i  bility  of  landlords  being  unwilling  to  tell 
to  oppose  it.  the  truth  in  the  matter,  and  although  it 

;  has  been  suggested  that  we  might  make 

Mr.  BROADHURST  (Leicester)  said    the  provision  more  elastic  by  saying  that 

he  would  appeal  to  the  Government  to  '  the  declaration  may  be  signed  by  some 

include  war  correspondents  in  the  Bill.       ,  members  of  the  family   I  think  we  had 

I  better  leave  it  as  it  is.     We  cannot  take 
Mr.  McKENNA  (Monmouthshire,  N.) '  the  wife,  because  it  is   not  the  universal 
asked  if  war  correspondents  would  be  dis-    case  that  lodgers  have  wives, 
qualified. 

Mr.  BARTLEY  said  he  could  give  a 

Sir    RICHARD    WEBSTER :     War  I  case  in  his  own   district  where  he  was 

correspondents  are  not  in  the  serWce  of   quite  sure  the  landlord  would  not  sign 

•the   Crown,    and     therefore    cannot    be  i  unless  the   lodger  was  of  a    parti'^ular 

included  in  the  Bill.  \  political  complexion.      The  Amendment 

would  give  the  landlord  a  veto  on  the 
*C0L0NEL  WELBY  said   there   was  a    lodger's  vote,  which  was  a  great  objection, 
very  great  diflference  l)etween  the  officers  •  He  hoped  the  Attorney  General  would 
that  would  l>e  included  by  the  Amend- '  make  the  provision  more  elastic, 
ment  and  onlinarv  regimental    officers.  , 

Officers  on  the  general  staff  had  more  or  Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN  (Kilkenny) 
less  permanent  appointments,  and  were  sdid  they  had  instances  in  Ireland  where 
not  on  the  roster  for  foreign  service,  \  not  only  the  landlord  but  the  ser\*ant  girl 
and  if  exceptional  circumstances  had  not '  signed,  with  the  result  that  a  number  of 
arisen  they  would  be  resident  in  the  babies  were  placed  on  the  register,  and 
country  now.  The  regimental  officer,  on  '  through  the  instrumentality  of  their  votes 
the  contrary,  always  went  with  his  regi- 1  the  Government  obtained  a  seat  which 
ment.  He  hoped  the  Attorney  General '  they  othenv'ise  would  not  have  won.  He 
would  be  able  to  accept  the  Amendment,    hoped  the  Attorney  General  would  deal 

with  England  and  Ireland  alike,  and  that 
*Mr.   JEFFREYS  said  that  after   the    the  same  privileges  would  be  given    to 
Attorney  General's  statement  he  would  '  servant  girls  in  England  as  in  Ireland, 
not  press  his  Amendment  to  a  division, 

l>eci^use  he  had  not  the  slightest  chance  of  *Mn.  JEFFREYS  asked  whether  the 
carrying  it,  though  he  thought  it  rather  Attorney  General  would  not  insert  after 
hard  on  the  classes  mentioned.  He  begged  "  landlord  "  the  words  "  magistrate  or 
to  withdraw  the  Amendment.  minister  of  religion." 
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Mr.  McKENNA  said  that  the  party 
agents  on  either  side  would  be  the  only 
persons  who  would  care  whether  lodgers 
had  votes  or  not.  Why  not  let  them 
sign  the  declaration  1 

xMr.  JOHN  BURNS  (Battersea)  did 
not  think  a  registration  agent  more  re- 
liable than  a  landlord.  He  did  without 
the  one,  and  he  wished  he  could  dispense 
with  the  other. 

Sir  RICHARD  WEBSTER  said  he 
should  personally  have  no  objection  to  a 
magistrate  being  the  person  authorised  to 
sign  the  declaration. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Another  Amendment  made. 

Mr.  McKENNA  moved  the  insertion 
of  a  clause  for  the  purpose  of  satisfying 
the  demand  that  Volunteers  should  not 
be  disqualified  by  going  abroad  to  serve 
the  country.  On  the  day  that  a  Volun- 
teer left  home  it  might  be  assumed  that 
he  was  in  actual  occupation  either  of  a 
dwelling-house  or  lodging,  but  from  the 
moment  of  leaving  he  might  be  regarded 
as  having  ceased  occupation  of  the  house 
or  lodging.  If  he  kept  up  occupation 
the  Bill  would  give  him  the  vote  when  he 


returned,  but  if  he  gave  up  occupation  he 
would  lose  his  vote.  The  hon.  Member 
said  his  Amendment  was  very  simple  in 
form,  and  merely  declared  that  Volun- 
teers were  entitled  to  be  deemed  to  have 
remained  in  occupation  of  such  qualifying 
premises  as  they  were  in  occupation  of  at 
the  time  of  their  departure  abroad. 

♦The  chairman  :  You  cannot  move 
this  until  the  first  clause  is  disposed  of. 

Sir  RICHARD  VVEBSTER  said  it 
would  probably  be  convenient  if  he 
now  answered  the  hon.  Meml)er.  There 
might  be  a  small  class,  he  did  not  a<Jmit 
that  it  was  a  large  one,  who  had  not  got 
the  twelve  months  qualification  by  the 
time  they  left.  It  was  not  intende<l  to 
put  those  people  on  the  register.  What 
was  intended  was  to  preserve  to  every- 
body who  was  on  the  register  the 
right  to  continue  on  the  register  which 
they  would  otherwise  lose  by  going  away 
for  a  longer  period  than  four  months. 
He  could  not  accept  the  Amendment, 
which  would  make  the  Bill  a  qualifying 
or  registration  measure. 

Question  put,  "  That  the  clause  as 
amended  stand  part  of  the  Bill." 

The  Committee  divided: — Ayes,  155; 
Noes,  47.     (Division  List  No.  7i.) 


AlUopp,  Hon.  George 
Archdale,  Edward  Mervyn 
Arnold,  Alfred 
Amold-Forster,  Hugh  O. 
Atkinson,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
HalcarreB,  Loid 
Balfour,Rt.Hn.A.J.  (Manch  r) 
Banbury,  Frederick  George 
Bartlev,  George  C.  T. 
Beach,'Rt.  Hn.  SirM.  H.  (Bristol 
Beckett,  Ernest  William 
Berarose,  Sir  Henry  Howe 
Bethell.  Commander 
BUI,  Charles 

Blundell,  Colonel  Henry 
Bond,  Edward 
Brassey,  Albert 
Brodrick,  Rt.  Hon.  St.  John 
Cavendi9h,V.C.  W.  (DerbvBh.) 
Cecil,  Evelyn  (Hertford,  East) 
Chamberlain,  J  Aa9ten(Worc'r 
Chaplin,  Rt.  Hon.  Henry 
Chanington,  Spencer 
Cc^hUI,  Douglas  Harry 
ConinsB,  Rt.  Hon.  Jesse 
CoIomD,Sir  J.  Charles  Ready 
Cook,  Fred.  Lucas  (Lambeth) 
Corbett,  A.Cameron(Glasgow) 
Com  wallis,  FiennesStanley  W. 


AYES. 

Cotton-Jodrell,  Col.Edw.T.D. 
Cox,  Irwin  Edward Bainbridge 
Cubitt,  Hon.  Henry 
Curzon,  Viscount 
Dalrymple,  Sir  Charles 
Denny,  C<»lonel 
Dickinson,  Robert  Edmond 
Digby,  John  K.  D.  Wingfield- 
Dorington.  Sir  John  Edward 
Douglas,  Kt.  Hon.  A.  Akenj- 
DoxTord, Sir  William  Theodoie 
Falier  George  Denison 
Fardell,  Sir  T.  George 
Fellowe8,Hon.  Ailwyn  Edward 
FurgU88on,RtHn.SirJ  .(Manc*r 
Finch,  George  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Firbank,  Joseph  Thomas 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
Fletcher,  Sir  Henry 
Foster,  Colonel  (Lancaster) 
Fry,  Lewis 

Galloway,  William  Johnson 
GarHt,  William 
Gedge,  Sydney 

Gibbe.Hon.  Vicary(St.  Albans) 
Godson,  Sir  Augustus  Fredk. 
Goldsworthy,  Nlajor-General 
Gordon,  Hon.  John  Edward 


Gorst,  Rt.Hnn.Sir  John  Eldon 
C^oschen,  (Teortre  J.  (Sussex) 
Green,  Walford  D«  We*liie-bury 
(iurd««n,  SirWilliamBrampton 
Hamihon.Rt.Hn.Lord  George 
Han  bury, Rt.  Hon. Robert  Wm. 
Hardy,  I^U'ence 
Heath,  James 
H  elder,  Augustus 
Hickman,  Sir  Alfred 
Howell,  William  Tudor 
Hutchinson,  C^pt.G.W.Grice- 
Jeffreys,  Arthur  Frederick 
Jenkins,  Sir  John  Jones 
Jesiiell,  Captain  H.  Merton 
Johnstone,  Hey  wood  (Sussex) 
Johnston,  William  (Belfast) 
Kenyon,  James 
Kimber,  Henry 
Lafone,  Alfred 

Lawrence.Sir  E.  Dnming(Com 
Lawson,  John  Grant  (\  orks. ) 
Leigh- Bennett,  Henry  Currie 
Lockwood,  Lt.-Col.  A.  R. 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Erskine 
Long,  Col.  Charles  W.  ( Evesham 
Long,  Rt.  Hon.  W.  (Liverpool) 
LonsdalH,  John  Brownlee 
Lowe,  Francis  William 
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IfOwIes,  Mm 
lioyd,  Archie  KirknuLD 
Luca.^- Shad  well,  William 
Maeariney,  W.  ii.  Ellison 
Macdona,  John  Cummin^ 
Maelver,  David  (Liverpool) 
AI*Arthnr,  Charles  (Liverpool) 
M'Iver,Sir  L.(Edinburgh,  VV.) 
M*KiJlop,  James 
.Martin,  Uichard  Biddulph 
Masi^ey-Mainwaring,  H  n.  W.  F. 
MiJdleraore,  Jn.  Throgmorton 
Milward,  Colonel  Victor 
Alone kton,  EUlward  Philip 
Montagu,  Hon.  J.  S.  (Hants.) 
Morgan,  Hon.  F.  (Monra'hsh  ) 
Morrell,  G«orge  Herbert 
Miirtz,  Philip  A- 
Murray,  Kt.  Hon,  A.  Cm.  (Bute 
Nii'ol.  Donald  Nmian 
Parkes,  Ebenezer 
Pea^e,  H.  Pike  (Darlington) 
Penn,  Joliu 
I^hillpottS;  Captain  Arthur 


Pierpoint,  Robert 
Pilkmgion,  H.  (Lanc^Newton 
Piatt- Hi^giuH,  Frederick 
Plunkett,  Kt.  Hon.  H,  Curron 
Pollock,  Harry  Frederick 
Price,  Uol>ert  John 
Pryce-Jon*^!,  Lt.-CoK  Edwanl 
Pun'is,  Robert 

Ras<-h,  Major  Frederic  Carne 
Rentoul,  Jaine**  Alexander 
Hidley,Rt.  FIn.Sir  Matthew W. 
Ritchie,  Rt.  Hun,  Cha**.  T. 
Robertson,  Herbert  (Harkney) 
Round.  James 
Rus^rll,  T.  W.  (Tyrone) 
Rutherford,  John 
Seely,  Charles  Hilton 
Sharpe,  William  Edward  T, 
Sidebotham,  J.  W.  (Cheshire) 
Simeon,  Sir  liarrington 
Sinclair,  Loui^  (Romford) 
*Sniith,  Jas.  Parker  (Lanarks) 
Stewart.  Sir  M.  J.  M'Taj:gart 
Strutt,  Hon.  Charles  Hedley 


Stnrt,  Hon.  Humphrv  Napiei 
Talbot  RtHnJ.G.(0.xrdUuiv. 
Thornton.  Percv  M. 

• 

Tomlin«on,  Win,  Ed w.  Murray 
Warr,  Augustus  Frederick 
Webster,  Sir  Richard  E. 
Welbv,  Lieut.-CJolonel  A,  C.  E. 
Wflby,SiiCharle8(;.F:.(NotiH. 
Wentworth,  hruceC.  V'ernon- 
Whiteley,H.(A»hton-under-L, 
Whiuuore,  Cliarles  Algernon 
Williani>s  Colonel  R.  (Dorset) 
Williams,  Jsjdi.  Powell-(Birm. 
Willoughby  de  Ere.'^by,  Lord 
Wilson,  Frederick  W .  ( N  orf  ol  k ) 
Wilson,  John  (Falkirk) 
Wilson-Todd,  Wm.H.(Yorks.) 
Wodehou^e,  R  U  H  n.  E.  H.  ( Bath 
Wortley,lU.  Hon.  C.RSiuart- 
Wyndham,  Ceorge 

Tellers  for  the  Ayes— 
Sir  William  Walrond  and 
Mr.  Anfttnither. 


Ash  ton,  Thomas  (^uir 
Barlow,  John  Emmott 
Beaumont,  Wentworth  C.  B. 
Billson,  Alfre<l 
Bolton,  Thomas  Dolling 
Broad  hurst,  Henry 
Brunner,  Sir  tlohn  Tomlinson 
Jiuchanan,  Thomaft  Rybuni 
Burns,  John 
Caldwell,  Jame<« 
Carmichael.  Sir  T.  D.  Gil»son- 
(^'hanning,  Fia»  cLs  Allston 
Crilly,  Daniel 

Dilke,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Charles 
Doogan,  P.  C. 

Douglas,  Charles  M.  (Lanark! 
Duckworth,  James 


NOES, 

Fenwick,  Charles 
Flavin,  Michael  Jo-epU 
(loddard.  Darnel  Font 
Hayne,  Rt*  Hon.  Clias.  Seale- 
Jones,\Viliiam(Carn  rvonshire 
Kilbride,  Denis 
Lawson,SirWill'rid  (Cum  bland 
Lloyd-(ieorg»*,  Davi*! 
Macaleese,  l)aniel 
Maddison,  Fied. 
Morton,  Ed  w,  J.  C.(  Devon  port) 
Norton,  Capt.  Cecil  William 
Nussey,  Thomas  Willans 
O'Brien.  Patrick  (Kilkenny) 
Pease,  Joseph  A.  (Northumb. 
Randell,  Decvid 
Reckitt,  Haiold  James 


Redmond,  J»  E.  (Walerforl) 
Richardson,  J.  ( Durham, S.  h. ) 
Roberts,  John  Bryn  (Eition) 
Ro'-erts  John  H.  (Denbighs*) 
Robson,  William  Snowdo.i 
Soames,  Artliur  \Velle**ley 
Souttar.  Robinson 
Stea'liiian,  William  Charles 
SullivAn,  Donil  (Westmeath) 
Tanner,  Charles  Kearns 
Thomas,  D.  A.  (Merthvr) 
Trevelyau,  Charles  Philijw 
lire,  Alexander 

Tellers  for  the  Noe.«<— 
Mr.  M'Kenna  and  Mr. 
Courten-iy  Warner. 


Clause  2  agreed  to. 


The  secretary  of  STATE  tvK 
THE  HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Sir  M.  W. 
White  Ridley)  moved  a  new  clause 
\vith  reference  to  the  duration  of  the  Act. 
It  declares  that  the  measure  shall  he 
temporary  and  applicable  to  the  present 
war  only. 

New  clause  added  : — 

"  3.  This  Act  shall  apply  only  to  altsence 
during  the  continuance  of  the  present  war  in 
South  Africa." 


Bill  reported,  as  amended ;  to  be  con- 
sidered upon  Monday  next. 


SUPPLY. 
Considered  in  Committee. 

(Id  the  Committee.) 

Army  (Excesses),  1898-99. 

£100,  Army  Excesses. 

Mr.  CALDWELL  (Lanark,  Mid)  asked 
the  Financial  Secretary  to  give  some  little 
explanation  with  regard  to  this  excess 
Vote. 

♦The  financial  SECRETARY  to 
THE  WAR  OFFICE  (Mr.  J.  Powell- 
WiLUAMS,  Birmingham,  S.):  In  point 
of  fact,  as  the  hon.  Member  will  see  from 
the  statement  on  the  Vote,  there  is 
an   excess    in    the  appropriation   to-day 
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more  than  the  excess   on    the    expendi- '  qualification  tbey  were  to  l)e  practically 
ture.       The  excess   on    the  expenditure    irremoyable. 
occurs    from    unforeseen    circumstances, 

the  first  of  which  was  that  too  much  was        It  being  mridftigjit,  the   Debate  stood 
calculated  as  coming  into  the  account  in    adjoumed. 
respect  of  the  abolition  of  deferred  pay. 

On  the  other  hand,  there  have  been  addi-        Debate  to    be   resumed    upon   Thurs- 
tional  charges  for  transport  which  took    d^y,  &th  April, 
place  through  the  unexpected   movement 
of  troops.    That  accounts  for  a  very  large 

sum,  SUNDAY  CLOSING  (MONMOUTaSHIRE) 

BILL. 

Resolution  agreed  to ;  to  be  reported  Considered  in  Committee ;  Committee 
To-morrow  ;  Committee  to  sit  again  To- :  report  Progress ;  to  sit  again  upon 
ww>rrow.  Wednesday,  27th  June 


WAYS  AND  MEANS, 
Considered  in  Committee. 


(In  the  Committee.)  j  i>etROLBU.\L 

1 .  Kesol\^d,  That,  towards  making  i  Bill  to  amend  The  Petroleum  Act, 
good  the  Suppiy  granted  to  Her  Majesty  ,  i879,  ordered  to  be  brought  m  by  Mr. 
for  the  service  of  the  years  eiKling  on  thd  i  Ure,  Mr.  Joseph  A.  Pease,  Sir  Thoma* 
3lst  day  of  March,  1899  and  1900,  the  Gibson-Carmichael,  Colonel  Denny,  Mr. 
sum  of  £4^,770  be  granted  out  of  i  Compton  Rickett,  Mr.  Cross^  Mr.  Keckitt, 
the  Consolidated  Fund  of  the  United  1  Mr.  Mlslillop,  Mr.  Tully,  Mr.  John 
Kingdom.  f  Burns,  and  Mr.  Trevelyan. 

2.  Resolved,    That,    to\vai-ds    making , 

zood  the  Supply  granted  to  Her  Majesty  ^  PETIiOLEUM  BILL. 

for  the  service  of  the  y^  ending  oil  the        .,       ^^^^^^  ^^^  Petroleum  Act,  1879,^ 

fla  it^;^  l^""      \  A    \  !^  thl  rJ     presented,  and  read  the  first  time  ;  to  be 
£46  156,500  be  gmnted  out  of  the  Con-  ^         '  ^^^^^^ 

^hdated  Fund  of  the  United  Kingdom.       3",,  .     nrmt^d.     FBill  127.1 


Resolutions  to  l>e  reported  To-morrow ; 
Committee  to  sit  again  To-morrow, 


and  to  be  printed,     [Bill  127.] 


VETERINARY    SURGEONS    AMEND- 
MENT. 

Kll  to  further  amend  the  Law  relating 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  BIU^  !  to  Veterinary  Surgeons^   ordered   to   be 

!  brought  in   by  Sir  Thomas  Gibaon-Car- 
Order  for  Second  Reading  read.  j  Michael,  Dr.  Farquharson,  Lord  Dalkeith, 

,   .^       .  J     Mr.  Tennant,  Mr.  Shaw-Stewart,  and  Mr. 

Motion  made  and  Question  proposed,  |  qjj^j^j^  Douglas, 
"^That  the  Bill  be  now   read  a  second  |  ^ 

time." 


'    VETERINARY    SURGEONS    AMEND- 
Mr.  CALDWELL  called  attention  to  ;  MENT   BILL. 

the   fact  that   this  was   close  upon  the '         ^     ^      ,  j  ^u     t  i  *• 

hour  for  adjournment,  and  stated  that  it  "Jo  further  amend  the  ^'^J^^^^^S 
would  not  be  fair  to  Members  who  had  '  to  Surgeons '  presented,  and  read  the 
not  read  the  Bill  to  proceed  with  the  '  Jj^t  t'me ;  to  be  r«id  a  second  tmie  UK.n 
Second  Reading  tO-night.  He  criticised  ,  Tuesday  .lext,  and  to  be  prmted.  [B.U 
the  provisions  of  the  Bill  with  respect  to  ,  128.] 
the  tenure  of  office  and  the  qualifications 

of  sanitary  inspectors^  pointing  out  that  Adjourned  at  live  minutes  after 

while  the  men  had  undergone  no  kind  of  [  Twelve  of  the  clock. 

Mr.  J.  Pourll-jnUUnus. 
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Reports,  &c. 
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Friday,  \Uh  March,  1900. 


PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 


^ 


HIGH  AM    FERRERS    WATER   BILL 

[H.L.]. 

The  Queen's  consent  signified ;  and  Bill 
reported  from  the  Select  Committee  with 
Amendments. 

OTLEY    URBAN     DISTRICT    COUNCIL 
WATER  BILL  [H.L.]. 

DONEGAL  RAILWAY  BILL  [H.L.]. 

LANCASHIRE    INEBRIATES    ACTS 
BOARD  BILL  [H.L.]. 

Reported  with  Amendments. 
CRYSTAL  PALACE  COMPANY  BILL 

[H.L.]. 

Read  2*  (according  to  order). 
MARYPORT  HARBOUR   BILL  [H.L.]. 

The  Chairman  of  Committees  in- 
formed the  House  that  the  promoters  do 
not  intend  to  proceed  further  with  the  Bill. 
Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Second  Reading 
discharged.  Ordered  that  the  Bill  be  not 
further  proceeded  with. 

BOURNEMOUTH    CORPORATION   BILL 

[H.L»]. 

Read  2<*  (according  to  order). 

RUGELEY  GAS  BILL. 

Brought  from  the  Commons ;  read  1* ; 
and  referred  to  the  Examiners. 


CO 

si 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 


TREATY  SERIES,  No.   6  (1900). 

International  Sanitary  Convention, 
signed  at  Venice,  19th  March,  1897  (Rati- 
fication deposited  at  Rome). 

NAVY. 

Naval  Manoeuvres,  1899. 

TRADE  REPORTS. 

Miscellaneous  Series:  No.  523.  Coal 
crisis  in  Russia. 

VOL.  LXXX.     [Fourth  Series.] 


BANKING  AND  RAILWAY  STATISTICS 

(IRELAND). 

Report  for  December,  1899. 

Presented  (by  command),  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  Table. 

GENERAL    MEDICAL  COUNCIL 
(RECEIPTS    AND    EXPENDITURE). 

Returns  of  receipts  and  expenditure  of 
the  Greneral  Medical  Coimcil  and  of  the 
Branch  Councils  for  England,  Scotland, 
and  Ireland;  also  receipts  and  expendi- 
ture of  the  Dental  Registration  Fund  ; 
for  the  year  ending  Slst  December,  1899. 

SUPERANNUATION. 

Treasury  Minute,  dated  5th  March, 
1900,  declaring  that  Mr.  Edwin  Chad- 
wick,  postmaster,  Dukinfield,  Post  OflRce 
Department,  was  appointed  without  a 
civil  service  certificate  through  inad- 
vertence on  the  part  of  the  head  of  his 
department. 

MERCHANT    SHIPPING   ACT,    1894. 

Orders  in  Council  of  3rd  March,  1900 — 

I.  Confirming  certain  bye-laws  made 
by  the  Port  Talbot  Pilotage 
Board. 

II.  Reducing  the  dues  leviable  by  the 
Trinity  House  of  Kingston-upon- 
Hull  in  respect  of  the  lightn  in 
the  Humber  above  that  Port. 

SPRING  ASSIZES  ACT,  1879. 

Two  Orders  in  Council  of  3rd  March, 
1900,  relating  to  Spring  Assize  Counties 
Nos.  2  and  3. 

EXTRADITION   ACTS,  187D  to   1896. 

Order  in  Council  of  3rd  March,  1900, 
giving  effect  to  an  Extradition  Treaty 
between  Her  Majesty  and  the  Republic  of 
San  Marino. 

FOREIGN  JURISDICTION  ACT,  1890. 

Order  in  Council  of  3rd  March,  1900, 
entitled  "  The  China  and  Corea  (Supreme 
Court)  Order  in  Coimcil,  1900."  aj 

Laid  before  the  House  (pursuant  to 
Act),  and  oiiiered  to  lie  on  the  Table. 

LONDON  GOVERNMENT  ACT,  1899 
(METROPOLITAN  BOROUGHS). 

Drafts  of  Orders  in  Coimcil  for  the 
establishment      of      the      Metropolitan 
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Boroughs  of  Camberwell  and  Westmin  -  [  cally  an  integral  part  of  our  Scottish 
ster,  and  incorporating  the  Coimcils  system  of  education,  and  the  duty  was 
thereof,  and  for  other  purposes  connected  laid  upon  school  hoards  of  maintaining 
therewith.  Laid  before  the  House  (pur-  them  in  an  efficient  state,  and  of  providing 
suant  to  Act),  and  to  be  printed.  (No.  them  from  time  to  time  with  premises 
30.)  suitable  for  carrying  on  their  work.     I 

,  am  to-day  in  a  position  to  say  that  upon 

EDUCATION  (SCOTLAND)  BILL  [h.l.].    ,  t»'e^!*'ole  the  powers  of  the  school  board« 

in  this  matter  have  been  well  and  wisely 

[Introduction.]  exercised ;  but  there  have  been  in  some 

♦The  secretary  for  SCOTLAND !  quarters    a    tendency     to    grudge     the 

(Lord    Balfour    of    Burleigh)  :    My '  expenditure    necessary    for    the    main 


Lords,  the  Bill  which  I  desire  to  present 
to  your  Lordships  and  to  ask  the  House 
to  read  a  first  time  is  not  one  of  great 


tenance  of  these  higher  schools,  which 
were  placed  at  a  great  disadvantage  com- 
pared to  all  other  schools  in  Scotland  in 


length,  but  I  venture  to  characterise  it  as  ,  ^^^^  ^^^Y  ^^ve  never,  from  first  to  last, 
one  of  considerable  importance.  It  is  received  any  assistance  from  Impenal 
somewhat  complicated  in  its  character  and  ,  ^unds.  There  has  been,  as  I  have 
provisions,  because  it  is  necessary  to  fit  ( indicated  from  time  to  time,  a  feeling 
the  reforms  which  we  now  propose  into  j  amongst  commumties— often  communities 
existing  statutes  and  into  the  con-  o^  very  modemte  size  and  not  ven- 
dition of  affairs  as  regards  education  ,  wealthy— that  the  maintenance  of  these 
in  Scotland  which  we  find  in  existence  ,  higher  schools  was  to  some  extent  an 
at  the  present  time.  I  have  thought ,  undue  burden  upon  them,  inasmuch  as 
it  would  be  convenient  that  I  should  1  these  schools  were  used  by,  and  were 
make  an  explanatory  statement  in  re-  *'he  means  of  educating  a  large  proportion 
gard  to  the  Bill  on  presenting  it  to  your  '  of  the  population,  who  reside  beyond  the 
Lordships,  rather  than  wait  for  the  second  !  bounds  of  the  communities  which  are 
reading,  and  I  believe  that  course  will  •  rated  for  their  support.  I  for  one  shall 
be  convenient  to  all  concerned.  I  propose,  certainly  not  undenalue  the  work  which 
if  your  Lordships  are  good  enough  to  !  has  been  done  by  the  higher  schools 
give  the  Bill  a  First  Keading  to-night,  to  j  in  Scotland,  and  it  is  a  cardinal  point 
postpone  the  Second  Reading  stage  for  a  1  in  rhy  policy  to  give  them  greater  aid 
considerable  time,  in  order  that  f ull  |  than  they  have  yet  received.  Then- 
opportunity  may  be  given  for  the  con-  have,  however,  grown  up  beside  them 
sideration  of  the  measure  in  Scotland.  '  a  number  of  upper  departments,  as 
The  Bill  is  one  for  the  purpose  of  amend-  1  they  are  called,  of  elementary  schools 
ing  and  extending  the  provisions  of  the  '  which  give  a  very  efficient  higher  educa- 
law  of  Scotland  on  the  subject  of  educa-  tion.  The  traditions  of  our  Scottish 
tion.  It  is  mainly  concerned  with ,  system  of  education  —  the  traditions 
higher  education,  and  its  chief  purpose  is  which  gather  round  the  parish  schools  of 
to  organise  in  one  system  the  administra-  j  Scotland— entitle  them  to  participate  in 
tion  of  the  various  funds  which  are  now  ,  the  work  of  hii^her  education.  Many 
devoted  to  the  purpose  of  higher  educa-  I  localities  could  not,  and  do  not,  maintain 
tion  in  its  various  branches ;  and  also  to  i  higher  schools,  but  they  have  in  largo 
appoint  local  representative  l>odics  and  ^  numbers  managed,  to  devote  a  portion  of 
give  them  statutory  powers  for  the  I  their  funds  to  the  maintenance  of  these 
management  of  higher  education.  The  '  higher  departments,  and  in  any  scheme 
Act  of  1872,  although  it  dealt  mainly  for  the  reconstitution  of  higher  education 
with  elementary  education,  contained  in  Scotland  the  interests  of  these  upper 
various  clauses  dealing  with  higher  departments  must  Ikj  considered  and  taken 
schools  and  higher  education.  It  put  all  care  of.  But  my  Ix^rds,  these  higher 
the  burgh  schools  under  the  school  Ixmrds  ,  departments  are .  in  a  position  of  great 
of  the  places  in  which  those  schools  were  ,  advantage,  in  one  respect,  compareil  to 
situated,  and  it  made  certain  provisions  for  j  the  old  higher  schools,  for  they  have  not 
their  maintenance  and  for  their  upkeep  been  excluded  from  participation  in  Im- 
out  of  ancient  endowments,  a  large  '  penal  grants,  and  they  have  continuously, 
proportion  of  which  are  known  in  Scot- 1  from  the  time  of  their  establishment, 
land  under  the  name  of  **  The  Common  [  obtained  considerable  amounts  under  the 
Good."     These  higher  schools  are  histori- 1  Code,  although  these  amounts  have  not 
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been  sufficient  to  save  the  locality  which 
supports  them  from  incurring  considerable 
expense  in  their  maintenance.  To  some 
extent  also,  in  the  case  of  the  communi- 
ties that  maintain  these  higher  depart- 
ments, the  ^me  feeling  has  grown  up 
that  the  particular  parish  in  which  one  of 
these  higher  departments  is  situated  is 
unfairly  burdened  in  comparison  with  the 
parishes  around  it,  because,  as  in  the  case 
of  the  burgh  schools,  the  children  of 
those  who  reside  beyond  the  bounds 
of  the  school  board  district  which 
maintains  these  schools  come  and 
attend  them.  There  are  thus  at  present 
two  main  lines  of  provision  out 
of  public  local  funds  for  higher  education 
in  Scotland,  both  of  these  main  provisions 
being  thoroughly  contemplated  by  the 
Act  of  1872  and  the  Amending  Acts 
which  have  been  passed  since  that  time. 
In  addition  to  these  two  classes  of  schools, 
there  are  a  large  number  of  endowed 
schools,  and  there  are  certain  endowments, 
not  attached  to  schools,  which  are  distri- 
buted amongst  various  schools  and  which 
have  had  a  great  influence  on  the  effi- 
ciency of  higher  education  in  Scotland. 
All  these  endowments  have  been  reformed, 
And  in  the  main  have  been  brought  into 
harmony  with  modern  requirements,  and 
I  am  not  at  all  prepared  to  admit  that 
the  state  of  our  system  of  higher  educa- 
tion in  Scotland  is  in  the  complete  chaos 
and  confusion  which  it  pleases  some 
people  to  indicate  to  be  the  case.  Re- 
cently the  Department  for  which  I  am 
responsible  has  reconstituted  the  Code 
under  which  the  Imperial  grants  are  given 
to  Scottish  education,  and  I  think  I  may 
safely  say  that  the  principles  upon  which 
that  Code  was  re-constituted -have  been  met 
everywhere  with  a  cordial  welcome.  We 
have",  I  believe,  also  solved,  at  any  rate,  fairly 
satisfactorily,  the  problem  of  the  line  of 
demarcation  between  elementary  and 
secondary  education,  and  the  method  of 
solution  has  been  found  in  the  merit 
certificate  which  is  sought  every  year  by 
increasing  numbers  of  children,  and  which 
has,  to  a  large  extent,  I  am  elad  to  say, 
discredited  and  taken  the  place  of  the 
labour  certificate  as  the  goal  of  elementary 
education.  For  both  the  higher  schools 
and  these  higher  departments  we  have 
established  the  leaving  certificate,  which 
is  now  regarded,  I  think,  throughout 
♦Scotland  as  the  standard  of  what  a  good 
secondary  school  ought  to  aim  at ;  and  the 
system  of  inspection  established  by  the 


Scotch  Education  Department  now 
includes  nearly  all  the  higher  schools  of 
the  country.  All  those  which  are  aided 
by  public  funds  are,  of  course,  under  it 
compulsorily,  as  also  are  many  endowed 
schools,  and  some  volimtary'  schools, 
which  are  not  obliged  to  come 
under  the  system,  have  placed  them- 
selves under  inspection  because  they 
have  become  convinced  that  that  inspec- 
tion is  conducted  in  a  manner  which  is 
for  their  benefit,  and  which  is  calculated 
to  ensure  the  confidence  of  the  public. 
In  these  respects,  therefore,  the  range  of 
the  central  authority  for  education  in 
Scotland — namely,  the  Scotch  Education 
Department — covers  not  only  elementary 
education,  but  a  very  large  portion  of  the 
secondary  schools,  and  more  recently  we 
have  also  had  placed  under  our  charge, 
with,  I  am  glad  to  say,  good  res^ults,  the 
grants  formerly  administered  by  the 
Science  and  Art  Department  at  South 
Kensington.  By  these  means  we  have 
made  the  working  of  the  whole  system 
more  harmonious,  and  although  I  do  not 
say  we  have  completed  our  work,  because 
I  think  we  may  possibly  do  more  by 
means  of  amalgamating  the  evening  schools 
which  are  conducted  under  the  Code 
and  those  which  are  the  recipients  of 
the  Science  and  Art  grants,  we  have, 
I  think,  obtained  by  administration  and 
without  legislation  a  very  fair  measure 
of  success  in  co-ordinating  our  whole 
system  of  secondary  education  in  Scotland. 
The  central  Department  has  gradually, 
in  this  way,  extended  its  influence,  with 
the  object  of  bringing  all  educational 
administration  under  one  homogeneous 
system  suitable  to  the  needs  of  the 
country.  The  difficulty  with  which  we 
have  to  deal,  and  the  difficulty  which  I 
hope  this  Bill,  if  it  meets  with  the  sanc- 
tion of  Parliament,  will  remedy,  is  two- 
fold, and  it  is  of  a  very  real  character.  In 
the  first  place,  there  is  the  absence  of  n 
permanent  and  local  authority  for  the 
administration  of  higher  education  and 
the  disposal  of  the  funds  which  are  pro- 
vided by  the  central  authority  for  higher 
education,  and  secondly,  those  funds  now 
reach  their  destination  through  too 
many  and  too  diverse  channels.  Wo 
look  for  the  main  initiative  in  all 
matters  of  education  to  local  efibrt,  anrl 
I  venture  to  lay  it  down  as  a  proposi- 
I  tion  which  will  not  be  controverted  that 
a  the  funds  devoted  to  education  arrive 
at  their  destination  through  too  many  and 
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too  diverse  local  authorities,  if  their  appli- '  any  rate,  the  main  principle  upon  whicfe 
cation  is  uncertain,  if  they  are  sometimes  ;  it  is  distributed  before  I  ask  the  House  to 
devoted  to  education,  given  in  one  j  take  the  Second  Reading  of  this  BilL 
year  and  withheld  in  another,  and,  per- 1  There  is  still  another   sum  which  is  in 


haps,  given  in  part  in  a  third,  and  if, 
above  all,  there  is  no  local  body  to  super- 
vise and  prevent  waste,  it  is  absolutely 


part  devoted  to  higher  education  in  Scot- 
land— a  sum  of  £100,000;  set  apart  under 
an  Act  of  1892,  which  may  be  applied  ta 


impossible  to  look  for  the  best  attainable  education  or  to  purposes  of  public  utility,, 
results.  The  funds  with  which  this  Bill  under  conditions  which  are  laid  down  in 
proposes  to  deal  are  the  Local  Taxation  i  that  Act.  The  first  three  of  these  fund^ 
Fund  of  1890,  which  may  or  may  not  be    that  I  have  mentioned,  amounting  alto^ 


given  to  technical  education,  but  which, 
as  a  very  general  rule,  is  devoted  to 
technical  education,  and  which  amounts 


gether  to  about  £150,000  a  year,  we 
propose  to  amalgamate  and  put  into  a 
Higher  Education  (Scotland)  Fund,  but 


every    year    to    between    £50,000    and  |  we  do  not  propose,  at  present,  to  attempt 
X60,000.     The  second  fund  with  which    to  divert  the  last  -  mentioned  sum    of 


we    propose    to    deal    under    this    Bill 
is    the    sum    of    £60,000     devoted     to 


£100,000,  because  it  is  not,,  as  I  have  said^ 
exclusively,  at  present,  devoted  to  educa- 


secondan?"  education  under  the  Act  of  \  tion,  and  there  are  some  useful  objects 
1892.  I  do  not  wish  to  revive  the  con- ,  to  which  part  of  it,  at  any  rate,  is 
troversies  which  surrounded  the  first  applied.  But,  if  we  leave  it  in  the  hands 
administration  of  this  fund.  The  noble  |  of  local  authorities,  I  hope  that^  should 
Lord  opposite  will  remember  that  I  there  be  a  demand  for  rating  on  the  part 
carried  a  motion  against  the  Government  I  of  the  local  committees  which  we  now 
of  which  he  was  then  a  member,  when  establish,  the  local  authorities  at  present- 
my  predecessor  in  office  had  departed  i  administering  this  £100,000  a  year  will 
from  the  scheme  authorised  by  his  pre-  remember  that  they  have  it,  and  that 
decessor,  and  to  which  he  himself  at  first '  the  fact  that  they  do<  receive  it  is  a  set  off" 
adhered.  I  regret  the  result  of  what  was  I  and  compensation  for  a  possible  bur- 
then done,  and  I  venture  to  say  that  it  i  den  of  rating.  I  reco^ise  fully  that 
has  been  a  great  calamity  to  Scotland  ,  every    district    cannot    have    a     higher 


that  the  sum  of  £60,000  should  have 
been  administered  for  these  years  upon 


school.      I    will    go.    furthes    and     say 
that     probably     within    the     reach     of 


different  principles  in  different  localities,  |  every  child  we  cannot  have  a  really 
that  it  should  have  been  dealt  out  in  j  efficient  higher  department ;  but  what  we 
homoeopathic  doses,  that  no  common  |  hope  is  that  the  authority  which  we  shall 
standard  of  attainments  should  have  been  \  set  up  under  this  Bill  will  rule  over  a 
required  before  it  was  expended,  and  that  I  wider  area  than  the  parish  or  the  burgh, 
no  effort  to  regulate  any  proper  propor-  and  will  be  enabled  to  harmonise  the 
tion  between  local  and  Imperial  effort  I  action  of  school  boards  an^  others,  and  to 
should  have  been  made  in  regard  to  it.  The  |  provide  means  whereby  every  child,  either 
third  fund  with  which  we  propose  to  deal  '  by  means  of  higher  schools,  higher  de- 
is  a  sum  of  about  £35,000,  which  was  set  partments,  or,  in  the  event  of  those  two 
apart  under  an  Act  of  Parliament  of  1898,  i  methods  failing,  by  means  of  bursaries, 
and  which  is,  at  present,  being  adminis-  i  will  be  brought  within  the  reach  of  a 
tered  by  the  Department.  The  Minute  school  giving  efficient  higher  education, 
which  regulates  the  administration  of  that  should  he  or  she  be  able  to  profit  by  it. 
fimd  was  sanctioned  by  Parliament  last '  We  propose  to  take  as  our  unit  of  ad- 
year,  and  we  are  now  in  process,  for  the  '  ministration  the  county  and  some  of  the 
first  time,  of  arranging  the  distribution  of  !  larger  burghs,  and  the  parish  of  Grovan 
that  money.  We  have  found  that  the  |  which  at  present  has  a  higher  education 
claims  and  proposals  which  have  been  sent  committee  of  its  own.  I  am  sorry  that  it 
in  to  us  are  very  diverse,  that  there  is  has  not  been  found  possible  to  lay  down, 
very  little  of  common  principle  in  them,  \  in  precise  terms,  the  constitution  of  these 
and  the  co-ordination  of  all  the  different  higher  committees,  the  circumstances  of 
demands  has  entailed  a  great  deal  of  I  which  differ  very  widely.  We  pro- 
labour  upon  the  Department ;  but  we  pose  to  do  that  by  schemes  to- 
hope  very  shortly  to  announce  the  result  I  be  subsequently  approved  by  Parlia- 
of  the  first  division  of  this  fund.  I  ment.  The  reason  for  that  is  this, 
hope  it  will  be  possible  to  announce,  at ,  that  the  circumstances  of  the  countiea> 
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and  the  towns  differ  so  widely.  We  in- 
tend that  there  shall  be  upon  these  higher 
education  committees  a  considerable 
representation  of  the  municipal  element, 
whether  county  council  or  town  council, 
that  those  school  boards  which  give 
higher  education  shall  also  be  represented, 
and  that  there  shall  be  a  small  admixture 
of  gentlemen  chosen  for  their  interest 
in  education  and  on  account  of  their 
possessing  the  confidence  of  the  locality. 
It  is  impossible,  as  I  have  said,  to  pre- 
scribe in  any  one  case  a  scheme  which 
will  be  satisfactory  for  every  county  in 
Scotland.  When  I  tell  your  Lordships 
that  in  the  county  of  Lanark  there  is  a 
population  of  more  than  a  million ;  that 
in  Kinross,  the  smallest  county  in  Scot 
land,  there  are  only  6,000  people ;  that 
the  number  of  burghs  in  the  county  of 
Fife  is  twenty-eight,  some  of  them  ex- 
tremely small;  that  in  Inverness,  which 
is  a  much  larger  county,  there  are  only 
three  burghs ;  and  that  in  the  county  of 
Aberdeen  there  are  eighty-three  parishes, 
whilst  in  three  or  four  of  the  smallest 
counties  in  Scotland  there  are  only  five 
parishes,  it  will  be  seen  how  very  diverse 
are  the  circumstances  with  which  we  have 
to  deal.  We  have  under  consideration 
the  expediency  of  dividing  some  of  the 
larger  counties.  These  committees,  once 
established,  and  the  proportions  once 
settled  upon  which  the  various  interests 
in  them  shall  be  represented,  will  have  a 
permanent  statutory  position.  They  will 
be  independent  of  the  Department  to  a 
much  greater  extent  than  they  are  at  the 
present  time,  and  they  will  have  statutory 
powers  for  regulating  higher  education 
within  their  various  bounds.  One 
question  which  confronted  us  was 
whether  we  should  have  to  break  alto- 
gether with  the  principle  of  purely 
local  management  for  the  school;  in 
other  words,  should  we  have  to  attempt 
to  take  the  burgh  school  from  the 
school  boards  and  limit  the  operations  of 
those  boards  to  elementary  education 
only  1  We  do  not  think  that  would  be 
for  the  public  interest.  We  value  greatly 
the  careful  and  constant  supervision  and 
the  intimate  acquaintance  with  local 
needs  which  perhaps  can  only  be  got  in 
the  highest  efficiency  from  a  purely  local 
board,  and  on  other  grounds  we  thought 
it  not  desirable.  There  are  other  institu- 
tions, endowed  schools  and  voluntary 
schools,  which  must  remain  imder  local 
management,    and    therefore    we    have 


thought  it  better  not  to  attempt  to  take 
away  the  management  of  any  school  from 
the  local  authority  under  which  it  is  now 
placed,  but  to  confine  the  new  bodies 
which  we  are  setting  up  to  the  large 
powers,  as  they  will  be,  of  supervision  and 
regulation,  and  to  the  complete  power  of 
control  which  will  be  given  by  the 
financial  provisions  to  be  found  in  this 
Bill.  They  will  have  power  to  admit  and 
exclude  all  schools,  both  higher  schools 
and  higher  departments,  from  the  benefits 
of  this  Act ;  they  will  have,  as  I  have  said, 
a  large  measure  of  financial  control ; 
they  will  have  an  ample  opportunity  of 
expressing  their  opinion  upon  the  curri- 
culum of  the  various  schools,  although, 
in  that  matter,  there  will  be  an  appeal  to 
the  Department,  because  it  is  obviously 
more  of  an  educational  than  a  financial 
character.  They  will  have  power  to 
employ  teachers,  where  necessary,  in  the 
schools  under  local  management,  with  the 
consent  of  the  bodies  who  manage  those 
schools ;  and  they  will  have  power  to  con- 
tribute to,  and,  I  hope,  to  be  represented 
on,  the  management  of  large  central  insti- 
tutions for  advanced  scientific  and  tech- 
nical education.  We  believe  that  by  these 
means  they  will  be  better  able  to  compare 
the  results  which  are  attained  in  different 
schools  through  the  zeal  of  the  local 
managers.  We  believe  that  a  county 
authority  so  constituted  will  be  able  to 
arrange  that  the  various  educational 
agencies  within  their  district  shall  not 
interfere  with  each  other,  and  that  there 
shall  be  no  overlapping  of  provisions, 
much  less  a  wasting  of  resources,  which, 
I  am  afraid,  is  the  case  at  the  present 
time.  The  absence  of  any  local  authority 
makes  it  difficult  to  give  the  grants-in- 
aid  from  the  central  fund  upon  any  proper 
system,  and  your  Lordships  will  be  aware 
that  deficiencies  in  the  funds  of  various 
schools  arise  from  a  great  variety  of 
causes.  Some  get  very  little  assistance 
from  the  rates,  some  are,  perhaps,  extrava- 

fant  in  their  management,  some  are  starved 
y  having  too  low  a  fee,  and  some,  with  a 
mistaken  idea  of  keeping  the  school  ex- 
clusive, have  too  high  a  fee,  and  do  not 
exercise  the  influence  upon  the  locality 
which  they  might  otherwise  do.  The 
premises  which  are  provided  vary  very 
greatly,  and  one  of  the  chief  duties  of 
these  county  committees  will  be  to  con- 
sider all  these  various  circumstances,  and 
how  far  the  local  management  meets 
the    requirements    of   the    district;    in 
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fact,  they  will  represent  the  wider  area 
which  profits  by  these  schools,  and  as 
they  have  these  duties  so  they  will  have 
the  power  to  come  to  the  assistance  of 
the  local  authorities  and  lighten  the  too 
heavy  burdens  which  are  now  pressing 
upon  them.  We  hope  that  the  provisions 
of  the  Bill,  which,  I  think,  I  had  better 
leave  to  speak  for  themselves,  will  be 
found  to  provide  that  the  grants  in  future 
will  be  distributed  on  well-defined  prin- 
ciples, and  upon  principles  which  will 
be  distinctly  stated  and  understood 
by  all  concerned,  and  that  they  will 
be  to  a  large  extent  in  proportion 
to  local  effort.  But,  at  the  same  time,  the 
really  effective  control  will  be  divided  be- 
tween the  two  local  bodies  interested,  the 
local  school  board  or  managers,  and  the 
county  authority.  In  regard  to  the  charges 
upon  this  Higher  Education  Fund  which 
I  have  mentioned,  the  first  will  be  the 
cost  of  inspection.  That  may  amount 
to  £8,000  or  £9,000  a  year,  but 
we  do  not  think  it  will  very  largely 
increase. '  There  will  then  have  to  be  a 
certain  charge  for  the  higher  schools.  We 
propose  to  put  them  upon  an  equal  footing 
with  the  higher  departments.  These 
higher  departments,  as  I  have  indicated, 
are  at  the  present  time  in  a  position  of 
considerable  advantage;  they  get  large 
grants  from  the  Code,  never  much  less 
than  50s.  per  head  and  sometimes  as 
much  as  £5  10s.  In  those  grants  the 
higher  schools  do  not  share,  and  we  pro- 
pose, as  a  second  charge  upon  the  Higher 
Education  (Scotland)  Fund,  to  put  a 
charge  for  an  "  equalising  grant "  of  about 
£3  per  head  for  the  pupils  in  attendance 
in  tne  higher  schools.  This  we  believe 
will  come  to  about  £33,000  a  year.  The 
l^alance  of  £110,000  will  remain  for  all 
the  other  purposes  of  the  localities  as 
decided  by  the  county  committees.  We 
allow  these  committees  to  make  arrange- 
ments whereby  the  distribution  of  the 
central  fund  will  depend  very  largely  in 
proportion  to  the  extent  to  which  the 
localities  themselves  meet  their  own  bur- 
dens. I  do  not  think  I  need  go  into 
the  matter  in  further  detail.  Broadly,  I 
may  say,  with  regard  to  the  financial 
provisions,  that  we  believe  and  hope 
that  the  deficiency  in  any  school  fund 
will,  as  a  rule,  be  made  up  in  the  fol- 
lowing proportion.  We  propose  that  a 
(luarter  of  it  will  be  chargeable  to  the 
immediate  locality,  that  another  quarter 

>vill  come  from  the  resources  of  the  countv 
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authority,  and  that  the  remaining  half 
will  be  made  up  from  the  central  fund. 
A  special  definition  of  higher  education  is 
inserted  in  the  Bill  for  the  purpose  of 
meeting  and  covering  a  great  deal  of  the 
special  and  useful  work  which  is  now  done 
under  the  county  councils  and  through 
their  agencies.  As  is  customary,  we  have  not 
confined  this  Bill  to  higher  education  only. 
There  are  one  or  two  other  points  which 
we  have  thought  it  necessary  to  include. 
There  is  one  clause  which  deals  with  the 
attendance  of  children  at  elementarv 
schools.  The  evils  of  what  is  known  as 
the  standard  exemption — that  is,  exemp- 
tion on  the  attainment  of  a  certain  stan- 
dard, perhaps  at  a  very  young  age — have 
been  present  to  the  minds  of  many  educa- 
tional authorities  in  Scotland  for  some 
years.  It  is  possible,  at  the  present  time, 
for  an  exceptionally  clever  boy  of  ten 
to  pass  the  fifth  standard,  and  so 
get  exemption  from  school  long  before 
the  age  at  which  he  could  undertake  any 
useful  work,  and  as  a  consequence  his 
time  is  simply  wasted.  In  place  of  a 
purely  standard  exemption  we  propose  to 
insert  the  age  of  fourteen ;  but  should  this 
age  be  thought  too  severe,  the  school 
board  may  exempt  any  child  after  the 
age  of  twelve  if  he  goes  to  an  evening 
continuation  school.  I  believe  public 
opinion  in  Scotland  is  ripe  for  that 
change.  At  any  rate,  we  believe  the  new 
condition  will  do  much  to  bridge  over  the 
dangerous  year  which  elapses  after  a 
clever  boy  has  passed  the  fifth  standard, 
and  the  age  at  which  he  can  be  taken  into 
continuous  emplo^Tnent.  There  is  another 
matter  with  which  I  have  attempted  to 
deal,  which  has  been  the  subject  of  much 
controversy.  It  may  be  in  the  recollection 
of  noble  Lords  from  Scotland  that  a  year 
or  two  ago  the  question  of  the  tenure  of 
office  of  teachers  was  very  much  dis- 
cussed. Many  allegations  of  hardship  in 
the  matter  of  dismissal  were  made.  I 
asked  at  the  time,  from  those  who  came 
to  me  on  a  deputation,  for  a  statement  of 
specific  cases,  and  I  gave  them  very 
careful  consideration,  witn  the  result  that 
after  a  very  thorough  inquiry  I  was 
not  convinced  that  a  good  case  had 
been  made  out  for  all  that  the 
teachers  demanded.  They  were  anxious 
for  a  court  of  appeal.  I  am  desirous 
that  every  legitimate  hardship  should  be 
removed ;  but  I  find  it  difficult  to  place 
any  limit  whatever  on  the  discretion  of 
school  boards  with  reference  to  the  em- 
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ployment  of  their  teachers,  or  to  compel 
them  to  continue  to  employ  a  teacher 
whom  they  wish  to  dismiss.  I  have  not 
seen  my  way  to  interfere  with  the  power 
of  school  boards  in  that  matter,  or  to  set 
up  a  court  of  appeal.  At  one  time  I  did 
think  that,  in  regard  to  those  schools 
which  will  remain  imder  local  manage- 
ment but  which  give  higher  education,  and 
which  will  be  subject  to  the  review  of  the 
new  county  authority,  I  might  bring  in  the 
county  authority  more  as  a  court  of  con- 
ciliation though  not  of  appeal  between 
school  boards  and  teachers,  but  I  have,  after 
full  consideration,  abandoned  that  idea. 
There  is,  however,  a  clause  in  this  Bill 
which  empowers  the  Department,  in  cases 
where  they  are  satisfied  that  it  would  be 
i-ight  to  do  so,  to  grant  a  certificate  to  a 
teacher  who  has  been  dismissed  that  in 
spite  of  his  dismissal  his  work  has  been 
satisfactory.  Some  cases  occur  in  which 
from,  perhaps,  misunderstanding,  want 
of  tact  on  one  side  or  on  both  sides,  or 
from  certain  casual  circumstances,  a  bad 
feeling  grows  up,  and  it  results  in  a  state 
of  matters  in  which  it  is  not  in  the  inte- 
rests of  education  in  the  parish  that  a 
teacher,  though  he  is  morally  blameless 
and  actually  efficient  as  a  teacher, 
should  remain  in  the  school,  and  the 
object  we  have  in  inserting  this  clause  is 
solely  to  secure  that  a  teacher  who  has 
lost  his  employment  through  no  very 
grave  fault  of  his  own  should  not  have 
his  professional  position  destroyed.  The 
gi'anting  to  him  of  a  certificate  to  the 
effect  that  he  is  an  efficient  teacher  may 
help  him  in  securing  further  employment. 
There  is  only  one  other  topic  to  which  I 
need  allude,  it  is  that  of  a  Consultative 
Committee.  A  Consultative  Committee 
has  been  established,  I  know,  for  Wales, 
and  one  will  shortly  be  established  by  the 
noble  Duke  the  Lord  President  of  the 
Council  for  England.  In  regard  to  this 
question  as  effecting  Scotland,  I  have 
had  a  variety  of  representations  on  both 
sides.  I  venture  to  think  that  the  cases 
ef  Scotland  and  of  England  are  hardly 
paralled  in  this  matter.  Scotland  has 
much  less  to  do  in  the  matter  of  the 
organisation  of  its  system  of  higher 
education  than  is  the  case  in  England. 
Secondary  Education  has  for  a  long  time 
been  part  of  our  national  system  of  educa- 
tion, and  I  do  not  find  any  difficulty  in 
ascertaining  Scottish  opinion.  I  believe 
that  in  most  cases  I  could  forecast 
pretty  accurately  the   view    which  any 


particular  district  in  Scotland  would 
take  in  regard  to  any  matter  of  import- 
ance which  might  be  put  before  it.  But, 
on  many  matters  of  administration,  large 
towns  such  as  Edinburgh  and  Glasgow 
differ  materially  from  one  another.  There 
are  different  problems  affecting  Highland 
and  Lowland  counties,  and  there  are 
points  of  difference  between  urban  and 
rural  districts,  and  even  between  two 
classes  of  rural  districts,  those  which  are 
pastoral  in  their  character  and  those 
which  are  arable,  which  questions  are 
often  very  difficult  and  require  separate 
consideration  from  an  educational  point 
of  view.  I  propose,  therefore,  to  rely 
mainly  for  advice  and  assistance  upon  the 
county  committees.  I  believe  they  will 
form  the  best  consultative  committees  for 
the  Vice-President  of  the  Scotch  Educa- 
tion Department.  They  will  exist  all 
over  Scotland,  and  will  know  intimately 
the  needs  of  their  own  particular  district, 
and  I  myself  look  with  considerable 
jealousy  upon  the  establishment  of  any 
committee  which  will  tend  to  come 
between  the  Vice-President  of  the  Counci' 
and  the  local  bodies  who  are  aiding  the 
local  work  of  education.  I  hold  the 
opinion  that  the  country  is  not  too  large 
for  anyone  to  arrive  at  its  opinions, 
and,  as  I  have  said,  its  inhabitants 
are  by  no  means  backward  in 
making  suggestions  when  their  interests 
are  affected.  Those  suggestions,  on 
matters  affecting  the  Code,  for  example, 
are  carefully  tabulated  and  considered 
each  year  when  the  Code  is  being 
revised.  I  do  not  regard  this  as  a 
matter  of  principle.  Although  I  have 
indicated  my  view,  I  am  open  to  argu- 
ment and  conviction  on  the  subject,  and 
if  I  find  there  is  a  more  general  desire 
for  a  Consultative  Committee  in  Scotland 
than  I  believe  there  is,  I  shall  be  willing 
to  revise  my  opinion.  But  if  representa- 
tions in  that  direction  are  to  be  made,  I 
hope  they  will  bo  definite  recommenda- 
tions. 1  shall  be  glad  to  be  informed  as 
precisely  as  possible  how  the  Consultative 
Committee  is  to  be  formed ;  whether,  for 
example,  it  is  to  be  manned  by  those  who 
are  already  recognised  authorities.  If  so, 
their  ideas  are  already  fixed  and  may  be 
difficult  to  change,  but  in  any  case  their 
opinion  can  be  ascertained,  whether  they 
are  on  the  committee  or  not.  If  it  is  to 
be  manned  by  men  taken  haphazard,  J 
think  the  experiment  will  be  a  dangerous 
one.     I  shall,  as  I  have  said,  listen  to  any 
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representations,  on  one  side  or  the  other, 
which  may  be  made  to  me  on  that 
subject.  I  have  ventui*ed  to  detain  your 
Lordships  at  greater  length  than  is  usual 
with  me,  but  I  hope  you  will  not  grudge 
the  time  I  have  occupied  on  account  of 
the  great  importance  of  the  subject.  I 
now  respectfully  ask  the  House  to  give 
the  Bill  a  First  Reading. 

Lord  TWEEDMOUTH  :  My  Lords,  I 
think  that  I  shall  exercise  a  wise  Scottish 
caution  if  I  do  not  attempt  to  go  in 
anything  like  detail  into  the  subject  which 
the  noble  Lord  has  just  brought  before 
the  House.  I  may,  however,  express 
what  I  am  sure  will  be  the  universal 
opinion  in  Scotland,  that  we  are  extremely 
glad  to  welcome  a  Bill  which  is  directed 
to  the  improvement  and  the  consolidation 
of  secondary  education  in  Scotland. 
There  is  no  portion  of  Her  Majesty's 
dominions  where  education  is  more 
highly  valued  than  in  Scotland,  and  I  am 
sure  the  experience  of  the  past  also  shows 
that  there  is  no  part  of  Her  Majesty's 
dominions  where  tne  value  of  secondary 
education  is  more  highly  esteemed  than 
north  of  the  Tweed.  I  understand  that 
at  the  present  moment  there  are  three 
funds  which  are,  or  can  be,  more  or  less 
devoted  to  the  purposes  of  secondary 
and  technical  education,  and  that  it  is 
proposed  to  consolidate  those  funds  and 
use  them  for  the  purpose  of  secondary 
education  in  Scotland.  I  assume  that 
in  the  future  the  £50,000  or  more  which 
is  devoted  from  the  Local  Taxation  Fund, 
and  whi(5h  may  be  used  either  for 
the  relief  of  rates  or  for  technical 
education,  will  be  used  entirely 
for  the  purpose  of  education,  and  that 
the  power  of  devoting  any  portion 
to  the  relief  of  the  rates  will  be  taken 
away.  That  is  very  satisfactory,  and  I 
am  glad  to  welcome  the  change  in  the 
allocation  of  this  money.  The  noble 
Lord  also  spoke  of  a  further  sum  of 
£100,000  which  is  used  for  certain  local 
purposes,  and  a  portion  of  which  can  bo 
used  for  secondary  education.  I  am 
sorry  that  he  simply  held  out  the  possi- 
bility of  a  portion  of  this  sum  being  taken 
for  secondary  education.  I  shoiud  have 
been  more  pleased  if  he  had  at  once  said  that 
he  intended  to  devote  a  certain  portion  to 
the  same  purpose  as  the  other  funds.  I 
think  it  would  have  been  much  better  if 
the  noble  Lord  had  named  the  full  sum 
which   could    be  devoted    to   secondary 

Lard  Balfour  of  Burleigh. 


education  in  Scotland.  The  new  system 
of  secondary  education  would  have  started 
more  happily  on  its  way  if  it  had  been  at 
once  endowed  to  the  full  amount  that  was 
possible,  and  arrangements  could  have 
been  made  at  the  very  outset  for  the 
administration  of  the  larger  sum.  The 
local  committees  which  are  to  deal  with 
this  subject  are,  I  understand,  to  consist 
of  representatives  of  the  school  boards  and 
the  county  authorities  or  burgh  authorities 
within  the  various  areas.  The  noble 
Lord  did  not  tell  us  what  proportion 
one  would  bear  to  the  other,  or 
whether  others  would  be  added  by 
the  Department  or  by  election  to 
those  committees.  As  I  imderstand, 
the  county  committee  will  consist  partly 
of  members  of  the  school  boards  of  the 
county,  and  partly  of  members  appointed 
by  the  county  council.  I  do  not  know 
whether  that  is  to  be  the  complete  con- 
stitution of  the  committee,  and  I  should 
be  glad  to  be  informed  on  this  point. 
With  regard  to  the  proposed  Consultative 
Committee,  I  thought  the  argument  that 
my  noble  friend  put  forward  in  support 
of  his  case  against  the  ConsiJtative  Com- 
mittee might  very  well  have  been  used  in 
favour  of  such  a  committee,  because  ho 
pointed  out  that  in  Scotland  there  were 
many  differences  of  opinion  and  that  he 
could  almost  forecast  them.  I  quite 
recognise  that  the  noble  Lord  has  every 
opportunity  of  discovering  the  differences 
of  opinion,  because  I  know  how  very 
ready  my  countrymen  are  to  present 
before  the  Department  which  looKis  after 
them  the  various  convictions  they  hold. 
I  agree  that  the  differences  of  opinion 
in  Scotland  are  very  great,  and  that  an 
opinion  held  in  the  west  would,  for  that 
very  reason,  be  refused  in  the  east ;  but 
I  think  that  is  an  argument  in  favour  of 
the  formation  of  some  solid  consul- 
tative body  which  might  try  to  secure 
uniformity  of  action  among  the  various 
local  secondary  education  committees.  I 
am  not  prepared,  on  the  spur  of  the 
moment,  to  suggest  what  the  exact  con- 
stitution of  such  a  committee  should  be, 
but  I  must  say  that  I  look  with  a  little 
suspicion  on  the  proposal  of  my  noble 
friend  the  Secretary  for  Scotland,  which 
amounts  to  this,  that  the  body  which  is  to 
act  as  the  consultative  committee,  and 
which  is  to  secure  imiformity  in  Scotland, 
is  the  Scotch  Education  Board,  or,  in 
other  words,  the  Scotch  Office.  I  think 
we  should  like  to  have  a  little  say  of  our 
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own  in  that  matter.  We  are  not  pre- 
pared to  leave  it  in  the  hands,  however 
excellent  they  may  be,  of  the  authorities 
at  the  Scotch  Office.  I  am  rather  inclined 
to  agree  that  it  is  impossible  for  the  Bill 
to  lay  down  the  exact  conditions  under 
which  each  particular  committee  through- 
out the  country  is  to  act.  I  fully  recog- 
nise the  immense  differences  there  are 
between  the  various  burghs  and  counties 
in  Scotland,  and  I  quite  see  that  to  really 
satisfy  the  wants  of  each  locality  it  is 
necessary  to  deal  with  each  one  separately. 
I  quite  understand  that  no  general  pro- 
vision in  the  Bill  could  give  thorough 
satisfaction  in  that  respect.  I  am  very 
glad  to  welcome  the  announcement  that 
the  school  age  is  to  be  raised  to  fourteen 
— ^a  step  which  will  recommend  itself  to 
us  in  Scotland — and  I  also  desire  once 
more  to  express  my  pleasure  that  a  Bill 
dealing  with  Secondary  Education  in 
Scotland  has  been  brought  forward,  and 
is  to  be  proceeded  with  and  carried  into 
law  during  the  present  session. 

*L0RD  EEAY :  My  Lords,   as  I  have 
often  urged  my  noble  friend  opposite  to 
introduce  this  Bill,  I  wish   to  add  my 
thanks  to  those  expressed  by  my  noble 
friend  Lord  Tweedmouth,  that  at  last  he 
has  done  so.     I  shall  not  anticipate  the 
criticism    which    may  be   the  result  of 
a  careful    perusal  of    its  contents,   but 
the  Secretary  for  Scotland  has  alluded 
to  the  Code  of  last  year.     I  wish  to  seize 
this,  the  first  opportunity  I  have,  to  con- 
gratulate him  on  the  success  of  that  Code. 
That  Code,  by  introducing  the  system  of 
cohesive  courses  of  instruction,   has,  in 
my  opinion,  conferred  a  greater  benefit  on 
Scottish  education  than   could  be    con- 
ferred   by    any    administrative  proceed- 
ing; and,  if  imitation  is  the  best  form 
of  flattery,  the  noble  Lord  must  have 
felt    ^eat    satisfaction    when    he    saw 
that  m  the  recently    issued    Code    for 
England  the  example  of  Scotland  had  been 
followed.      In  other  respects,   however, 
the  tendency  of  the  two  Codes  is  entirely 
different.      Whereas  my  noble  friend  the 
Secretary  for  Scotland  gives  the  school 
boards  every  encouragement  in  dealing 
with  secondary  education — and  I  am  ex- 
tremely pleased  to  hear  that  the  measure 
he  has   now  laid  before  your  Lordships 
does    not    interfere     with     the    direc- 
tion   of    school    boards — the    tendency 
of  the  English   Education   Department, 


as  illustrated  by  the  new  Code,  is  to 
make  it  more  and  more  difficult  for 
school  boards  to  have  those  higher 
departments  on  which  in  Scotland  we 
lay  so  much  stress.  The  only  other 
point  to  which  I  shall  allude  is  the  suc- 
cess of  the  merit  and  leaving  certifi- 
cates; and  there,  again,  he  may  be 
pleased  to  hear  that  the  London  School 
Board  have  instituted  a  merit  certifi- 
cate, in  order  that  it  may  have  the  same 
effect  which  the  noble  Lord  wishes  it  to 
have  in  Scotland — namely,  to  supersede 
the  labour  certificate.  I  trust  that  my 
noble  friend  will  allow  plenty  of  time  for 
the  examination  of  this  very  important 
measure  by  the  educational  experts  in 
Scotland.  For  myself,  I  shall  consider  it 
a  very  pleasant  duty  to  give  the  noble 
Lord  all  the  co-operation  in  my  power  in 
passing  this  Bill. 

♦Lord  BALFOUR  of  BURLEIGH :  I 

will  gladly  consider  the  suggestion  of  my 

noble  friend    Lord    Tweedmouth,    with 

regard     to    the    £100,000.     With    the 

assistance    of    the    noble  Lord  and    his 

friends  I  may,  perhaps,  be  able  to  get  a 

part  of  that  money,  but  I  rather  shrank 
from  taking  it,  in  the  fear  that  I  should 
incur  considerable  opposition.  In  reply 
to  the  noble  Lord's  question  as  Ibo  the 
constitution  of  the  committees,  the  Bill 
provided  that  for  each  of  the  districts 
enumerated  in  the  schedule  there  shall  be 
established  a  local  authority  for  higher 
education,  to  be  called  the  Local  Higher 
Education  Committee.  The  Department 
will,  after  due  inquiry,  prepare  a  scheme 
for  the  constitution  of  the  local  higher 
education  committee  in  each  district, 
and  such  scheme  will  make  provision  for 
the  representation  on  the  committee  of 
the  county  council,  town  councils,  and  the 
commissioners  of  such  police  burghs  as 
have  a  population  above  ten  thousand,  of 
school  boards  and  other  managers  of 
schools  recognised  as  giving  higher  educa- 
tion, and  such  other  persons  conversant 
Avith  educational  reform  as  may  be  nomi- 
nated by  the  committee.  The  latter  will 
be  in  a  small  minority,  and  the  number 
will  be  fixed  in  each  scheme. 

Bill  to  amend  and  extend  the  pro- 
visions of  the  law  of  Scotland  on  the  sub- 
ject of  education — presented  by  the  Lord 
Balfour ;  read  1* ;  and  to  be  printed. 
(No.  31.) 
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lURMINGHAM  UNIVERSITY— AFFILIA- 
TION  WITH  OTHER  INSTITUTIONS. 

The  Earl  of  KIMBERLEY  :  My 
Lords,  I  beg  to  ask  the  Lord  President  of 
the. Council  why,  by  Section  11  of  the 
Charter  of  the  new  Birmingham  Univer- 
sity, the  University  is  empowered  "to 
admit  to  affiliation  with  it,  or  to 
any  of  its  priWleges,  any  college 
or  institution  or  the  members  or 
students  thereof"  without  any  such 
limitation  of  the  area  within  which  such 
colleges  or  institutions  must  be  situated 
as  is  prescribed  by  the  new  statutes  of  the 
University  of  London.  I  have  placed 
this  question  on  the  Paper  because  atten- 
tion has  been  drawn  to  the  fact  that  there 
is  a  difference  of  rather  an  important  kind 
in  the  provisions  of  the  charter  of  the 
new  Birmingham  University  and  the 
statutes  which  provide  for  the  recon- 
structed University  of  London.  I  had 
mentioned  the  Victoria  University,  but  I 
find  I  was  misinformed,  and  that  in  that 
university  there  was  no  limitation 
of  the  area  in  which  they  might  affiliate 
schools,  colleges,  or  other  institutions. 
The  point  is  not,  I  think,  without  some 
interest.  In  the  new  statutes  of  London 
University  it  is  provided  that  all  the 
schools  or  institutions  admitted  to  affilia- 
tion by  the  university  must  be  situated 
within  the  administrative  county  of 
London.  There  is  a  further  provision,  as 
regards  those  who  may  be  admitted  as 
teachers  of  the  university,  that  any  per- 
son who  is  approved  as  a  teacher  of  the 
university  may  be  admitted  if  he  resides 
within  a  radius  of  thirty  miles  from  the 
building  in  which  the  university  is 
located.  In  the  case  of  the  Birmingham 
charter,  as  I  read  it,  there  is  no  limita- 
tion of  the  kind,  and  the  result  will  be 
that  the  Birmingham  University  will  be 
able  to  affiliate  to  itself  any  school  or  in- 
stitution in  any  part  of  the  country.  I 
think  it  is  possible  that  if  there  is  no 
limitation  in  the  case  of  these  new  uni- 
versities some  difficulty  and  conflict  may 
arise ;  for  it  is  obvious  that  if  there  are, 
as  seems  very  probable,  numerous  uni- 
versities established,  they  will  be  some- 
times tempted  to  compete  with  one 
another,  and  there  may  arise  a  kind  of 
Dutch  auction — namely,  in  order  to 
attract  to  themselves  institutions 
in  different  parts  of  the  country, 
the  universities  may  lower  their  exami- 
nation standard.  That  is  a  danger  which 
is  by  no  means  a  visionary  one,  and  it  is 


obvious  that  it  would  be  a  very  unfor- 
tunate result.  I  think  myself  that  the 
limitation  that  has  been  imposed  on  the 
University  of  London  is  a  wise  and  work- 
able one,  and  I  thought,  therefore,  that  I 
might  reasonably  ask  the  Lord  President 
of  the  Council  why  the  same  principle  of 
limiting  the  area  of  operations  has  not 
been  followed  in  the  case  of  the  Birming- 
ham charter.  It  seems  very  desirable 
that  there  should  be  some  principle  upon 
which  these  new  institutions  should  be 
established.  I  think  it  is  probable  that 
there  may  be  further  universities  founded 
in  other  parts  of  the  country,  and  it 
would  be  unfortunate  if  there  was  anv 
clashing  between  the  different  univer- 
sities, and  if  such  a  proceeding  as  I  have 
described  for  the  purpose  of  attracting 
schools  to  a  particular  university  should 
arise.  I  do  not  ask  this  question  with  the 
slightest  hostility  to  the  Birmingham 
University,  nor  from  a  belief  that  there  is 
any  particular  reason  why  the  Birming- 
ham University  should  be  more  aggres- 
sive than  any  other  body.  I  simply  wish 
to  elicit  from  the  noble  Duke  the  Lord 
President  of  the  Council  an  expression  of 
opinion  as  to  what  principle  is  likdy  to 
be  adhered  to  in  the  constitution  of 
these  new  and  important  bodies. 

The  lord  PRESIDENT  of  the 
COUNCIL  (The  Duke  of  Devonshire)  : 
My  Lords,  the  limitation  of  the  area 
within  which  schools  of  the  university 
may  be  created  in  connection  with  the 
University  of  London  was  introduced 
into  the  new  statutes  by  direction  of  the 
Act ;  and  the  noble  Lord  is  aware  that 
such  limitatioh  was  an  essential  part  of 
the  compromise  under  which  the  colleges 
and  teaching  institutions  of  London  were 
induced  to  accept  the  arrangements  pro- 
posed for  the  creation  of  a  teaching 
university.  In  the  charter  of  the 
Victoria  University,  the  university  court 
is  empowered  to  accept  the  application  of 
any  incorporated  college  to  be  admitted 
as  a  college  in  the  university  on  being 
satisfied  as  to  the  completeness  of  the 
curriculum,  the  sufficiency  of  the  staffs 
the  adequacy  of  the  appliances  for  teach- 
ing, and  the  indepenaent  control  of  the 
college  applying.  It  appears  from  sec- 
tion 20  of  the  statutes  of  the  Birmingham 
University  that  the  conditions  of  applica- 
tion, though  in  more  general  terms,  aim 
at  a  similar  standard.  No  objection  was 
raised  to  the  section  of  the  charter,  to 
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which  Lord  Kimbevley  refers,  in  the 
many  months  during  which  the  draft 
charter  was  exposed  to  public  criticism, 
and  it  was  not  for  the  Privy  Council  to 
introduce  a  limitation  that  was  not 
suggested  by  the  promoters  or  called 
for  in  other  quarters.  With  regard  to 
the  apprehension  which  was  expressed  by 
my  noble  friend  as  to  the  possibility  of 
luidue  competition  between  the  univer- 
sities of  the  future,  and  a  possible  lower- 
ing of  the  standard  of  admission  of 
colleges  to  such  universities,  I  do  not 
think  I  have  over  heard  it  suggested  that 
there  has  ever  been  any  such  tendency  in 
the  case  of  the  Victoria  University,  and 
so  far  as  I  am  aware  that  university 
would  be  very  unwilling  under  present 
conditions  to  extend  its  area  of  opera- 
tions. It  is  scarcely  for  the  Privy  Council 
to  propose  a  limitation  which  is  not  de- 
sired by  the  promoters  of  the  charter,  and 
which  no  representative  body  appeared 
to  think  it  necessary  to  suggest. 

The  Earl  of  KIMBERLEY:  My 
object  in  bringing  the  matter  before  the 
House  was  merely  to  question,  to  a  cer- 
tain extent,  the  policy  which  has  been 
pursued,  and  not  to  find  fault  with  the 
proceedings  of  the  Privy  Council  in 
following  another  precedent.  My  feeling 
is  that  as  there  will  probably  be  more 
such  universities  established  in  the 
future,  it  is  very  desirable  that  the 
whole  question  of  affiliation  should  be 
considered,  not  merely  with  reference  to 
the  wishes  of  a  particular  locality,  but  in 
the  interests  of  university  education 
throughout  the  country. 

UNIVERSITY  OF  LONDON   STATUTES 
—DELAY  IN  PRINTING. 

♦Lord  REAY:  My  Lords,  when  I 
placed  my  question  on  the  Paper — namely, 
'*To  ask  the  Lord  President  of  the 
Council  why  the  statutes  made  for  the 
University  of  London  by  the  Commis- 
sioners under  the  University  of  London 
Act,  1898,  which  were  laid  on  the  Table 
on  the  16th  February,  have  not  yet  been 
circulated" — the  statutes  made  for  the 
University  of  London  had  not  been 
circulated,  but  I  have  now  to  ask  the 
reason  of  the  delay  in  the  circulation  of 
the  statutes  which  were  laid  on  the 
Table  on  1 6th  February,  and  which  were  not 
in  the  hands  of  your  Lordships  until  15th 
March.  The  matter  is  of  no  importance 
if  the  statutory  period  during  which  the 


Statutes  may  be  examined  by  Parliament 
is  made  to  run  from  the  time  the 
documents  are  circulated,  but  it  matters 
a  great  deal  if  that  statutory  period  runs 
from  the  time  the  documents  are  laid  on 
the  Table.  I  imderstand  that  the  highest 
authority  in  another  place  has  ruled,  on 
March  28th  of  last  year,*  that  the  Paper 
must  be  laid  in  full  upon  the  Table.  I 
suppose  that  in  this  House  the  same 
practice  will  have  to  be  adopted,  otherwise 
it  would  be  in  the  power  of  the  Stationery 
Office  to  limit  that  statutory  period.  If 
the  Statutes  are  laid  on  the  Table  on 
February  16th  and  only  circulated  on 
March  15th,  then  the  period  of  forty 
days  is  virtually  altered  into  a  period  of 
fourteen  days,  which  makes  a  great 
difference.  The  Code  Regulations  for 
Day  Schools  were  laid  on  the  Table  on 
February  27th,  and  were  only  to  be 
obtained  yesterday,  the  remaining  period 
allowed  in  that  case  being  less  than  half 
the  month  prescribed  by  the  Education 
Act  of  1870.  I  may,  perhaps,  ask  the  noble 
Duke  whether  he  considers  that  the  statu- 
tory period  runs  from  the  time  the 
Papers  are  laid  upon  the  Table,  or  from 
the  date  when  they  are  accessible  to 
Members  of  the  House. 

The  Duke  of  DEVONSHIRE :  Mv 
Lords,  before  I  answer  my  noble  friend  s 
question  I  ought  to  remind  him  that  the 
Privy  Council  have  absolutely  no  respon- 
sibility in  this  matter.  Their  duties  were 
fulfilled  when  the  Statutes  were  laid  on 
the  Table  of  your  Lordships'  House.  I 
have,  however,  endeavoured  to  ascertain 
the  facts  of  the  case.  The  direction  to 
print  is  stated  by  the  printers  to  have 
been  given  on  16th  February,  but  the 
officials  of  the  House  do  not  appear  to 
have  informed  the  Stationery  Office  that 
copies  were  required  from  the  standing 
type  until  the  end  of  February,  and, 
owing  to  some  misunderstanding  at  the 
Stationery  Office,  the  order  to  the  printer 
to  throw  the  type  into  Parliamentary 
form  was  not  given  until  March  6.  Since 
that  date  the  printers  have  pressed  forward 
the  printing  with  the  utmost  despatch,  and 
the  Statutes  were  circulated  yesterday. 
I  cannot  answer  the  question  the  noble 
Lord  has  put  to  me,  which  is  not  on 
the  Paper.  I  do  not  conceive  that  the 
ruling  to  which  he  has  referred,  which 
was  given  in  the  other  House,  would  be 

*  See  The  Parliamentary  Debates  [Fourth 
Series],  Vol,  IxLx.,  page  647. 
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applicable  in  this  case,  and  I  presume 
that  the  statutory  period  would  date 
from  the  time  when  the  Statutes  were 
laid  on  the  Table.  I  may  be  allowed  to 
point  out  that  the  non-circulation  of  the 
Statutes  at  an  earlier  date  can  hardly 
have  been  the  cause  of  any  practical  in- 
convenience, as  a  notice  was  inserted  in 
the  Gazette  oi  February  16th  pointing  out 
that  copies  could  be  obtained  by  any 
person  or  body  directly  affected  at  the 
office  of  the  London  University  Commis- 
sion. The  same  was  done  in  the  case  of 
the  Regulations,  which  were  laid  on  the 
Table  on  March  1st. 

The  Earl  of  KIMBERLEY  :  I  can 
quite  understand  that  the  noble  Duke 
has  really  no  power  in  the  matter,  but  I 
should  like  to  know  who  is  responsible 
for  the  delay,  because  it  is  scandalous  that 
important  papers  should  not  be  obtainable 
at  the  Vote  Office  when  they  are  wanted. 
No  doubt  the  noble  Duke  and  the  noble 
Marquess  at  the  head  of  the  Grovernment 
are  quite  aware  that  this  delay  is  con- 
stantly occurring,  and  I  cannot  under- 
stand why  some  remedy  has  not  been 
applied.  We  on  this  side  of  the  House 
are  absolutely  powerless  in  the  matter, 
but  I  cannot  believe  that  noble  Lords  on 
the  other  side  are  without  some  power  to 
insist  upon  a  remedy  for  this  great  abuse. 
Although,  as  the  noble  Duke  says,  there 
was  a  means  of  obtaining  a  copy  of  the 
Statutes,  I  do  not  think  Members  of  this 
House  should  be  compelled  to  go  to  some 
institution  to  obtain  Papers  which,  as 
Members  of  this  House,  they  are  entitled 
to  have  as  soon  as  they  are  printed.  I 
therefore  hope  the  noble  Dute,  or  the 
noble  Marquess  at  the  head  of  the 
Government,  will  endeavour  to  procure 
for  us  reasonable  facilities  for  obtaining 
these  Papers. 

The  prime  MINISTER  and  SECRE- 
TARY OF  STATE  FOR  FOREIGN 
AFFAIRS  (The  Marquess  of  Salisbury)  : 
The  noble  Earl,  with  a  rash  hand,  has  un- 
veiled one  of  the  mysteries  of  the  British 
Constitution.  In  the  course  of  a  consider- 
able Parliamentary  life,  from  the  very  begin- 
ning of  it,  my  earnest  ambition  has  been 
to  emancipate  ourselves  from  the  tyranny 
of  the  Parliamentary  printers,  but  never 
from  that  day  to  this  have  I  been  able  to 
discover  who  was  the  person  responsible 
for  the  action  of  those  printers,  or  who 
possessed  the  precious  privilege  of  com- 

The  Dvke  of  Devonshire. 


pelling  them  to  do  their  duty.  If  the 
noble  Earl  could  help  me  in  the  matter,  I 
should  be  glad,  but,  short  of  sending  them 
to  the  Tower,  which  is  an  antiquated 
remedy,  I  know  of  no  method  to  force 
them  to  do  something  which  they  have 
taken  it  into  their  heads  not  to  do. 

Lord  TWEEDMOUTH  :  I  may  men- 
tion that  printed  copies  of  the  important 
telegram  from  the  Presidents  of  the  South 
African  Republics  and  the  Prime  Minister's 
reply  thereto  were  obtainable  in  the  House 
of  Commons  the  night  on  which  they  were 
announced,  whereas  in  this  House  they 
could  not  be  obtained  until  about  fortv- 
eight  hours  afterwards. 

PALATINE    COURT    OF    DURHAM 
BILL  [H.L.]. 

[Second  Reading.] 

The  lord  CHANCELLOR  (The 
Earl  of  Halsbury):  My  Lords,  this  is 
the  third  time  I  have  moved  the  Second 
Reading  of  this  Bill,  but  I  have  not  suc- 
ceeded in  getting  it  through  the  other 
House  of  Parliament.  I  have  already 
fully  explained  the  objects  of  the  Bill 
which  is  one  very  much  required  by  the 
locality,  and  I  will  not  detain  your  Lord- 
ships on  this  occasion,  but  will  simply 
move  that  it  be  read  a  second  time. 

Bill  read  2<*  (according  to  order),  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  on  Monday  next. 

WAR  LOAN  BILL. 

Brought  from  the  Commons  ;  read  1<» ; 
to  be  printed  ;  and  to  be  read  2*  on  Mon- 
day next  (The  Marquess  of  Salisbury)  ; 
and  Standing  Order  No.  XXXIX.  to  be 
considered  in  order  to  its  being  dispensed 
with.     (No.  32.) 

House  adjoamed  at  a  quarter 
before  Six  of  the  clock, 
to  Monday  next,  half- 
past  Eleven  of  the  clock. 


HOUSE     OF     COMMONS 
Friday,  l^th  March,  1900. 
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ELECTRIC  POWER  BILLS  (BY  ORDER). 

Order  read  for  resuming  Adjourned 
Debate  on  Amendment  to  Question  [15th 
March],  "That  the  Committee  of  Selec- 
tion do  appoint  a  Conmiittee,  not  exceed- 
ing Seven  Members,  to  whom  shall  be 
committed  the  following  private  Bills  by 
which  it  is  proposed  to  supply  electric 
power  : — 

Lancashire  Electric  Power  Bill, 

Durham  (County  of)  Electric  Power 
Supply  BiU, 

South  Wales  Electrical  Power  Distribu- 
tion Bill, 

Tyneside  Electric  Power  Bill 

(read  a  second   time  on  Thursday,   1st 
>Iarch)." — {Lord  Balcarres.) 

And  which  Amendment  was — 

"  To  leave  out  the  words  *  the  Committee  of 
Selection  do  appoint  a  Committee,  not  exceed- 
ing Seven  Members,*  in  order  to  insert  the 
words  *a  Select  Committee  be  appointed' 
instead  thereof." — {Mr.  Galfaicay.) 

Question  again  proposed,  "That  the 
words  proposed  to  oe  left  out  stand  part 
of  the  Question," 

Debate  resumed. 

The  PRESIDENT  of  the  BOARD 
OF  TRADE  (Mr.  Ritchie,  Ci-oydon):  I 
have  to  apologise  for  not  being  in  my 
place  yesterday,  but  I  had  an  appoint- 
ment elsewhere  and  was  not  able  to  be 
present.  There  is  one  point  in  which 
I  am  in  agreement  with  my  hon.  friend 
the  Meml^r  for  South-west  Manchester  in 
reference  to  these  proposals,  and  there  is 
also  a  point  in  which  we  are  in  dispute. 
The  point  in  agreement  is  that  these 
Bills  are  so  important  in  character  that 
they  ought  not  to  be  referred  to  an 
ordinary  Private  Bill  Committee.  That 
is  the  point  in  agreement  between  us ; 
but  when  we  come  to  the  character  of  the 
Committee  to  which  they  should  be 
referred  my  hon.  friend  and  myself 
at  once  diverge.  My  hon.  friend  pro- 
poses that  the  Committee  to  which 
these  Bills  should  be  referred  should  be  a 
Select  Committee.  Now,  I  have  two 
objections  to  their  being  referred  to  a 
Select  Committee.  One  objection  is  that 
if  they  are  referred  to  a  Select  Committee 
they  would  have,  in  addition  to  passing 
through  that  Committee,  to  pass  through 
another  Committee.  That  is  a  very 
serious    objection,     because     it     would 


mean  ineWtable  delay,  and  probably 
the  loss  of  the  Bills  this  year.  The 
Select  Committee  does  not  stand  in 
the  position  of  the  ordinary  Private  Bill 
Committee,  but  I  have  another  objection, 
and  that  is  this.  A  Select  Committee  is 
a  Committee  nominated  by  this  House, 
selected  from  both  sides  of  the  House, 
and  I  contend  that  is  not  at  all  the  way. 
to  select  a  Committee  to  consider  Bills  of 
this  important  character.  Gentlemen  are 
selected  to  serve  on  the  Committee  who 
either  offer  to  serve  because  of  the 
interest  they  take  upon  the  subject  or 
because  they  represent  one  side  or  the 
other  of  the  two  parties  interested,  and 
that  I  maintain  is  not  the  kind  of  Com- 
mittee which  ought  to  deal  with  these 
Bills.  We  want  a  perfectly  independent 
Committee  selected  by  the  ordinary 
tribunal,  the  Committee  of  Selection,  com- 
posed of  gentlemen  who  have  no  interest 
in  the  Bills  except  to  hear  and  judge  the 
evidence  which  is  put  before  them.  It  is 
felt  by  many  that  a  Committee  to  which 
other  Bills  might  be  referred,  which  is  not 
specifically  constituted  for  a  special  class 
of  Bills,  will  not  be  strong  enough  to  deal 
with  these.  Let  it  be  remembered  that 
this  is  a  new  departure,  and  if  the 
House  assent  to  these  Bills  it  will 
assent  to  a  very  important  departure. 
The  circumstances  of  the  case  justify  che 
House  in  assenting  to  that  departure,  but 
it  ought  to  take  care  that  the  Committee 
to  which  :hese  Bills  are  referred  should 
be  specially  selected  by  the  Committee  of 
Selection  for  this  purpose,  and  that  the 
Committee  ought  not  to  be  so  small  a 
Committee  as  the  ordinary  Private  Bill 
Committee.  For  the  reason  that  a 
Select  Committee  is  a  Committee  which  is 
largely  composed  of  partisans  of  either 
one  side  or  the  other,  and  for  the  other 
reasons  I  have  mentioned,  I  object  to  a 
Select  Committee.  I  support  the  motion 
of  my  noble  friend  because  I  think  the 
Committee  should  be  a  stronger  Committee 
than  the  ordinary  Private  Bill  Com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  BRYCE  (Aberdeen,  S.) :  The 
House  has  before  it  what  is  really  a 
very  important  question,  because  it  in- 
volves far  greater  measures  than  thoee 
which  come  before  the  House  by  means 
of  a  Private  Bill.  We  have  to  choose 
between  three  kinds  of  Committees  to 
which  these  Bills  might  be  referred. 
There    is    the   ordinary    Private    Bill 
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Committee,  then  there  is  the  Hybrid  f  Selection  will  take  pains  to  select  only 
Committee,  and  thirdly  there  is  a  Select  such  persons  as  have  no  interest  one 
Committee.  There  is  a  fourth  course  I  way  or  the  other.  This  discussion  has 
which  might  be  taken,  and  I  am  not  sure,  |  been  very  valuable,  and  I  think  now  both 
but  for  one  objection  which  I  should  like  i  my  hon.  friends  on  this  side  of  the  House 
to  mention,  but  what  that  would  not  bo  |  and  upon  that  opposite  may  safely  leave 
the  best  course  of  all.  I  think  the  best  j  the  matter  to  the  Committee  of  Selection, 
thing  would  be  to  have  a  Joint  Committee 


of  both  Houses  ;  at  the  same  time  I  quite 
appreciate  the  fact  that  if  these  Bills  were 
referred  to  such  a  Committee  the 
opponents  of  the  Bills  might  feel  that  if 


*Mr.  JOHN  ELLIS  (Nottinghamshire, 
RushclifFe) :  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
who  has  just  sat  down  made  a  suggestion 
which,  if  really  before  us,  would  aesene 


in  a  case  of  this  kind  the  Report  of  the  \  careful  examination.    But  as  I  understand 
Committee  went  against  them  they  would  |  the  question  before  the  House,  a  motion 


lose  the  opportunity  of  bringing  them 
before  a  Committee  of  this  House.  I 
think  there  is  a  great  deal  to  be  said  in 
favour  of  having  a  Committee  of  such 
strength  and  dignity  as  would  be  ob 
tained  by  the  appointment  of  a  Committee 
^f  both  Houses.  Clearly  the  ordinary 
Private  Bill  Committee    could  not  deal 


has  been  made  by  the  noble  Lord  to  refer 
these  Bills  to  a  Committee  appointed  by 
the  Committee  of  Selection.  Since  then 
an  Amendment  has  been  made  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  South-west  Manchester  in 
favour  of  this  House  appointing  the  Com- 
mittee, but  I  do  not  gather  that  he  pro- 
poses to  press    that    Amendment    very 


with  a  matter  of  this  kind.  It  is  admitted  j  strongly.  I  rise  to  support  the  motion  of 
on  all  sides  that  the  magnitude  and  |  the  noble  Lord.  I  have  a  very  strong 
gravity  of  the  matter  is  such  that  it  \  feeling  myself  that  we  have  gone 
ought  to  be  referred  to  a  Committee  of  '  very  much  too  far  in  the  matter  of  Hybrid 
very  great  strength.  1  do  not  think  !  Committees,  which  have  grown  almost  to 
ii  Select  Committee  would  necessarily  j  be  a  scandal,  and  I  hope  we  have  nearly 
be  the  partisan  Committee  which  the  right  <  seen  the  last  of  them.  I  am  in  perfect 
hon.  Gentleman  suggested.  It  is  per- 1  agreement  with  those  who  say  that  the 
fectly  true  that  the  general  tendency  of  '  ordinary  Private  Bill  Committee  is  too 
such  Committees  has  oeen  to  become  par-  •  small  for  a  case  of  this  kind,  and  I  en- 
tisan  Committees,  but  it  is  not  their  tirely  approve  of  these  Bills  being  referreil 
essential  quality.  I  think  it  is  only  right  j  to  a  larger  Committee.  A\Tiat  we  want 
that  on  a  Select  Committee  there  should  i  to  do  in  this  case  is  to  maintain  and 
be  one  partisan  of  each  side  to  see  fair  '  strengthen,  if  we  can,  the  principle  adopted 
play,  but  the  rest  of  the  Committee  by  the  Private  Bill  Committee,  the  funda- 
should  be  absolutely  impartial.  At  the  I  mental  idea  of  which  is  that  the  whole 
•same  time  I  admit  that  there  is  a  great '  element  of  advocacy  is  excluded.  Hon, 
deal  in  what  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  '  Members  who  are  appointed  on  a  Private 
the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  has  i  Bill  Committee  have  to  sit  de  die  in  di^m^ 
said,  and  the  same  objection  applies  ;  and  they  have  to  make  a  declaration  that 
cfjually  to  the  Hybrid  Committee,  i  neither  they  nor  their  constituents  are 
Therefore,  we  come  to  the  third  class  of  j  interested  in  the  subject  matter  referred 
Committee.  That  is  a  Committee  ap- '  to  the  Committee,  and  the  chairman,  who 
pointed  by  the  Committee  of  Selection,  I  has  the  casting  vote,  is  a  man  of  gi^at 
which  would  be  absolutely  impartial,  and  i  experience,  not  selected  by  the  Committe<» 
1  do  not  see  why  my  hon.  friend  should  |  itself,  but  by  the  Committee  of  Selection. 
not  be  satisfied  ^vith  such  a  Committee.  !  That  was  the  system  set  up  in  this  House 
We  are  all  well  satisfied  with  the  Com- 1  in  1844  for  Railway  Bills,  and  as  regards 
mittee  of  Selection,  which  has  discharged  ,  others  in  1855,  and  it  has  worked  most 
its  duties  well  for  many  years.  We  know  |  admirably  as  an  efficient  tribunal.  In  this 
now  the  views  that  have  been  expressed  |  case  we  can  trust  the  Committee  of  Selec- 
as  to  the  shape  which  this  Committee  i  tion  to  find  seven  meml>ers.  I  have  a 
ought  to  take,  and  I  cannot  but  think  that  I  motion  on  the  Paper  which  is  almost  in 
effect  will  only  be  given  to  those  views  by  the  same  terms  as  that  of  the  hon. 
the  appointment  of  a  strong  Committee  of  Member  for  Gloucester  (Mr.  Monk),  an<l 
seven  members  which  is  strictly  impartial,    my  object  was  to  support  the  noble  Lord  in 


I    do   not   think   we   can    doubt    for    a 
moment    but    that     the    Committee    of 

^fr.  Brt/ca 


his  motion  to  refer  this  matter  not  to  a 
Committee  of  this  House  or  to  a  Select 
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Committee,   but  to  an  enlarged  Private 
Bill  Committee. 

Mr.  galloway  (Manchester,  S.W.) : 
I  think  I  may  be  allowed  to  say  that  the 
result  of  this  interesting  debate  shows 
that  I  was  fully  justified  in  bringing  my 
Amendment  forward,  because  the  original 
motion  was  that,  although  the  Committee 
was  to  be  composed  of  seven  members, 
three  should  form  a  quorum.  I  now 
tlesire  to  ask  leave  to  ask  the  noble  Lord, 
if  I  agree  to  withdraw  my  Amendment, 
will  he  agree  to  withdraw  that  part  of  his 
motion  in  favour  of  three  members  form- 
ing a  quorum,  and  say  that  the  whole 
ijeven  only  should  form  a  quorum. 

*SiR  HENRY  FOAVLER  (Wolverham|>- 
ton,  E.) :  I  have  taken  some  interest  in 
private  Bill  legislation,  and  when  I  had 
the  honour  to  occupy  the  position  now 
occupied  by  my  right  honourable  friend 
opposite,  I  was  confronted  with  this  ques- 
tion of  the  appointment  of  Hybrid  Com- 
mittees, and  1  then  said  that  I  would  not 
propose  a  Hybrid  Committee  again.  I  agree 
with  every  word  that  the  hon.  Member  for 
RushclifFe  has  said  in  respect  to  them.  I 
think  these  Private  Bill  Committees  are 
and  should  be  considered  judicial  bodies, 
and  that  no  man  ought  to  sit  upon  them 
who  has,  personally,  or  whose  con- 
stituents have  the  slightest  interest  in 
the  mattera  with  which  they  have  to 
deal  I  feel  that  of  late  years  the  charac- 
ter of  this  House  has  been  imperilled  by 
it«  nominating  gentleman  on  Select  Com- 
mittees to  represent  various  interests,  and 
I  think  the  time  has  come  when  that  repre- 
sentation of  interests  should  cease  if  the 
House  is  to  keep  the  confidence  of  the 
country  as  a  just  and  impartial  body,  and 
the  Committees  of  the  House  are  to  be 
regarded  as  absolutely  impartial  tri- 
bunals. Parties  affected  should  appear  by 
<;ouiiBel,  not  by  members  of  the  Commit- 
tee who  are  at  once  judges  and  jury.  In 
the  case  of  these  Bills  there  should  not 
be  a  quorum  of  the  Committee.  The 
name  rule  that  prevails  in  Private  Bill 
0)mmittee8  should  apply.  Every  mem- 
]>er  of  the  Committee  to  which  these  Bills 
are  referred  should  be  bound  to  hear  and 
judge  the  evidence.  What  does  a  quorum 
mean  ]  It  means  that  gentlemen  have 
appointments  elsewhere  when  they  ought 
to  be  in  attendance  on  the  Committee, 
and  I  have  seen  such  a  scandalous  thing 
-as  members  of  a  Committee  coming  in  to 


vote  for  resolutions  and  amendments 
without  having  heard  a  word  of  the  evi- 
dence. I  quite  agree  with  the  President 
of  the  Local  Government  Board  that  this 
should  be  a  strong  Committee  of  seven 
members,  and  that  in  all  other  respects  it 
should  fulfil  all  the  obligations  and  be 
subject  to  all  liabilities  of  the  ordinary 
Private  Bill  Committee. 

*LoRD  BALCARRES  (Lancashire, 
Chorley) :  I  would  merely  like  to  say,  in 
the  event  of  my  hon.  friend  withdrawing 
his  Amendment,  I  shall  be  prepared  to 
omit  the  motion  standing  in  my  name 
that  three  shall  form  a  quorum. 

Mr.    GALLOWAY:    I  beg  leave  to 
.withdraw  my  Amendment. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Main  Question  again  proposed. 

Sir  JOHN  BRUNXER  (Cheshire, 
Northwich)  :  I  desire  to  submit  to  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  an 
Amendment  to  omit  the  words  "  not 
exceeding,"  and  in  their  place  insert  "  of." 
Everybody  who  has  spoken  upon  the 
matter  has  taken  it  for  granted  that 
there  will  be  seven  members  on  the 
Committee.  It  has  been  the  guiding 
principle  of  the  argument  put  forward 
that  it  should  be  a  large  Conwnittee,  and 
I  think  the  House  would  be  willing  to 
express  that  opinion  by  accepting  this 
Amendment.     I  beg  to  move. 


Amendment  proposed — 

"To  leave  out  the  wonls^not  exceeding/ 
and  insert  the  word  *of."'  —  {Sir  JoTin 
Brunner.) 


Mr.  HALSEY  (Hertfordshire,  Wat- 
ford) :  The  invariable  practice  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Selection  upon  receiving  the 
Instruction,  "  A  Committee  not  exceeding 
seven  members,"  would  be  to  appoint 
seven  members,  and  I  do  not  think  that 
that  practice  has  ever  l)een  departed  from. 
Owing  to  my  having  been  in  the  country 
I  did  not  hear  the  beginning  of  the  de- 
bate, but,  from  what  I  have  heard,  may  I 
take  this  opportunity  of  expressing  my 
satisfaction  that  there  is  a  prospect  of  the 
Amendment  of  my  hon.  friend  the  Mem- 
ber for  Gloucester  being  accepted,  be- 
cause I  think  it  is  most  desirable  that 
this   should  be  a  Committee  under  the 
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ordinary  rules  that  govern  Committees  on 
Private  Bills.  I  was  glad  to  hear  what 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  opposite  said 
about  Hybrid  Committees,  because  it 
does  seem  to  me  that  the  Committee  ought 
to  be  in  the  position  of  a  judicial  body 
and  that  partisans  should  be  excluded 
from  it.  I  hope  that  upon  similar  pro- 
positions the  House  will  bear  in  mind  the 
suggestion  which  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man has  made. 

Sir  JOHN  BRUNNER :  This  Amend- 
ment deals  with  a  matter  which,  to  my 
mind,  is  of  great  importance,  for  it  will 
mean  a  declaration  by  the  House  of  the 
principle  which  has  just  been  enunciated. 

Mr.  RITCHIE :  After  what  my  hon. 
friend  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
Selection  has  said  it  would  appear  that 
this  Amendment  is  not  necessary,  but  at 
the  same  time  I  cannot  see  any  harm  in 
it.  It  makes  it  perfectly  plain  what  the 
House  desires,  and  I  would  suggest  that 
it  be  accepted. 

Amendment  agreed  to.  , 

Main  Question,  as  amended,  put  and 
agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  of  Selec- 
tion do  appoint  a  Committee  of  Seven 
Members,  to  whom  shall  be  committed 
the  following  Private  Bills  by  which  it  is 
proposed  to  supply  electric  power — 

Lancashire  Electric  Power  Bill, 

Durham  (County  of)  Electric  Power 
Supply  Bill, 

South  Wales  Electrical  Power  Distribu- 
tion Bill, 

Tyneside  Electric  Power  Bill, 

(read  a  second  time  on  Thursday,  1st 
March). 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  have 
power  to  send  for  persons,  papers,  and 
records. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  be  sub- 
ject to  the  Standing  Orders  relative  to 
the  proceedings  of  Committees  on  Opposed 
Bills  (except  that  fixing  the  number  of 
Members). — {Mr.  Monk.) 

WOLVERHAMPTON,  ESSINGTON,  AND 
CANNOCK  CHASE  JUNCTION  RAIL- 
WAY BILL. 

Ordered,  That  the  Minutes  of  Evidence 
taken  before  the  Committee  on  the  Wol- 

Mr.  Halsey. 


verhampton  and  Essington  Mineral  Rail- 
way Bill  of  Session  1898,  and  on  the 
London  and  North  Western  (New  Rail- 
ways) Bill  of  Session  1899,  be  referred  to 
the  Uommittee  on  Group  No.  3  in  respect 
of  the  Wolverhampton,  Essington,  and 
Cannock  Chase  Junction  RaUway  Bill. — 
{Dr.  Farqiiharsan.) 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  (IRELAND)  PRO- 
VISIONAL ORDER  (No.  1). 

Bill  to  confirm  a  Provisional  Order  of 
the  Local  Government  Board  for  Ireland 
relating  to  the  town  of  Westport,  ordered 
to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Attorney  General 
for  Ireland  and  Mr.  Gerald  Balfour. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  (IRELAND)  PRO- 
VISIONAL ORDER  (No.  1)  BILL. 

"  To  confirm  a  Provisional  Order  of  the 
Local  Government  Board  for  Ireland  re- 
lating to  the  town  of  Westport,"  presented 
accordingly,  and  read  the  first  time ;  to 
be  referred  to  the  fbcaminers  of  Petitions 
for  Private  Bills,  and  to  be  printed. 
[BiU  129.] 

COLONIAL  BANK  BILL. 

Reported,  without  Amendment ;  Report 
to  lie  upon  the  Table.  Bill  to  be  read 
the  third  time. 

GRANTHAM  GAS  BILL. 

REDHILL  GAS  BILL. 

CITY  AND  SOUTH  LONDON  RAILWAY 

BILL. 

Reported,  with  Amendments  ;  Reports 
to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 


AIRDRIE.  COATBRIDGE,  AND  DISTRICT 
WATER  TRUST  BILL. 

Reported  with  Amendments  ;    Report 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

OSSET   CORPORATION   GAS   BILL. 

STOCKPORT   CORPORATION   TRAM- 
WAYS   BILL. 

WAKEFIELD  CORPORATION  MARKET 

BILL. 

Reported,  with  Amendments ;  Reports 
to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed 

PRIVATE   BILLS   (GROUP    E). 

Mr.  Lewis  Fry  reported  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Group  E  of  Private  Bills ;  That, 
to  meet  the  convenience  of  parties,  they 
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had  adjourned  till  Tuesday  next,  at  half- 
past  Eleven  of  the  Clock. 

Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


PETITIONS. 


LOCAL    AUTHORITIES     OFFICERS* 
SUPERANNUATION  BILL. 

Petitions  in  favour,  from  Yardley ; 
Worcester;  Aberystwjrth ;  and  Hammer- 
smith ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

SALE  OF  INTOXICATING  LIQtJORS 
ON  SUNDAY  BILL. 

Petitions  in  favour,  from  Leighton 
Buzzard ;  Ranskill ;  Bedford  ;  and  Hun- 
stanton ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

SALE  OF  INTOXICATING  LIQUORS 
TO  CHILDREN  BILL. 

Petitions  in  favour,  from  Parkstone; 
Runcorn ;  Croydon  ;  Hove  ;  Chorley  ; 
Preston  ;  Salford ;  and  Prestwich ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

SUNDAY  CLOSING  (MONMOUTHSHIRE) 

BILL. 

Petitions  in  favour,  from  Lee ;  Urm- 
ston  ;  Parkstone ;  Bamsley  ;  Chelsea ; 
Preston  ;  Croydon  ;  Leighton  Buzzard ; 
Nantwich  ;  Hey  wood ;  Bury ;  Patiicrof  t 
(two) ;  Fulham  ;  Brighton  ;  Stockport ; 
\Vhitby  (eight) ;  Bedfordshire ;  Coventry  ; 
Bedford;  and  Cwmsyfiog;  to  lie  upon 
the  Table. 

TEINDS   (SCOTLAND)   BILL. 

Petition  of  the  Disestablishment  Council 
of  Scotland,  against;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

TOWN    COUNCILS    (SCOTLAND)    BILL. 

Petition  from  Grangemouth,  in  favour  ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC, 


CORPORAL    PUNISHMENT. 

Return  Fpresented  15th  March]  to  be 
printed.     [No.  99.] 

SPRING  ASSIZES  ACT,  1879. 

Copies    presented,  of  Two   Orders  in 
Council  of  3rd  March,  1900,  relating  to 
Spring  Assize  Counties,  Nos.  2  and  3  [by  i 
Act]  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table.  j 

VOL.  LXXX.    [Fourth  Series.] 


MERCHANT  SHIPPING  ACT,  1894. 

I  ' 

Copy  presented,  of  Order  in  Council 
of  3rd  March,  1900,  confirming  certain 
Bye-laws  made  by  the  Port  Talbot  Pilot- 
age Board  [by  Act]  ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

Copy  presented,  of  Order  in  Council 
of  3ixi  March,  1900,  reducing  the  dues 
leviable  by  the  Trinity  House  of  Kingston- 
iipon-Hull  in  respect  of  the  Lights  in  the 
Humber  above  that  Port  [by  Act]  ;  to  lie 
upoR  the  Table. 

EXTRADITION  ACTS,  1870  TO  1895. 

Copy  presented,  of  Order  in  Council,  of 
3rd  March,  1900,  giving  effect  to  an  Ex- 
tradition J'reaty  between  Her  Majesty 
and  the  Republic  of  San  Marino  [by  Act] ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

FOREIGN  JURISDICTION  ACT,  1890. 

Copy  presented,  of  Order  in  Council, 
of  3rd  March,  1900,  entitled  "The  China 
and  Corea  (Supreme  Court)  Order  in 
Council,  1900  "  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

LONDON   GOVERNMENT  ACT,   1899 
(METROPOLITAN  BOROUGHS). 

Copy  presented,  of  Drafts  of  Orders  in 
Council  for  the  establishment  of  the 
Metropolitan  Boroughs  of  Camberwell 
and  Westminster,  and  incorporating  the 
Councils  thereof,  and  for  other  purposes 
connected  therewith  [by  Act];  to  lie 
upon  the  Table,  and  to  oe  printed.  [No. 
100.] 

TRADE     REPORTS     (MISCELLANEOUS 

SERIES). 

Copy  presented,  of  Diplomatic  and 
Consular  Reports,  Miscellaneous  Series, 
No.  523  [l)y  Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

NAVAL   MANOEUVRES,  1899. 

Copy  presented,  of  Paper,  entitled 
"Naval  Manoeuvres,  1899^'  [by  Com- 
mand] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


QUESTIONS. 


SOUTH  AFRICAN  WAR— USAGES  OF 
WAR-BOER  AHUSE  OF  THE  WHITE 
FLACI. 

Mr.  PLATT-HIGGINS  (Salford,  N.) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  Stato 
for  War  if  he  can  state  the  number  of 
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Mr.  W  YNDHAM  :  Yes,  with  pleasure ; 


officers  and  men  who  have  been  killed  or 


but  I  have  said  that  power  is  given  to 
exercise  discretion. 


wounded  since  the  commencement  of  the 

war  through  the  display  by  the  enemy  of 

a  flag  of  truce  :  if  not,  whether  there  would 

be   any  objection  to  calling  for  such   a    COxMFORTS  FORTHETROOre-DELA 

Return  '  DlSlRlBUllUJN 

Mr.  COGHILL  (Stoke-upon-Trent) :  I 

Mr.  LUCAS-SHADWELL  (Hastings):  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War  why  quantities  of  socks,  caps, 
for  War  whether  he  would  call  for  a  Re-  tobacco,  and  other  comforts  sent  out 
turn  stating  the  number  of  officers  and  1  months  ago  for  the  officers  and  men  of 
men  who  have  been  killed  and  wounded  ,  the  Natal  Field  Force  have  not  been 
in  the  recent  actions  in  South  Africa  after  |  delivered  to  them.  Why  have  they  not 
the  display  by  the  Boers  of  the  white  flag  ;  ^  received  the  gift  of  chocolate  of  Her 
and  whether  any  officers  or  men  have  ;  Gracious  Majesty  the  Queen  ;  whether 
been  taken  prisoners  under  these  circum-  i  there  is  a  large  accumulation  of  parcels 
stances.  |  for  the  Natal  J^eld  Force  at  Durban  .  and 

m  TTXTT^T^T^       cit^riT^T^miT^^r  whether  there  is  any  officer  at  Durban 

.J,^^^    ^'^^wAT^^^Pr^^w^^     ""^    charged  with  the  dity  of  seeing  to  the 
SI  ATE    for    war    (Mr     Wyndham,    distribution  of  these  parcels  ;  andTif  not, 
Dover) :  I  will  reply  to  these  questions  |  ^^    j^^g  ^^^  one  been  appointed, 
together.     I  am  afraid  that  it  would  not  i      ^,      ^^t^t^^t-^t^  a  ^  r    mi  •  r 

be  possible  to  prepare  such  a  Return.  In  Mr.  WYNDHAM :  There  is  no  infor- 
saying  that  I  throw  no  doubt  upon  the  ,  ^^^^^^  ^^  <^^«  ^^*Jf  Office  that  confirms 
established  fact  that  many  officers  and  ^^^  statement  made  m  the  first  three 
men  have  lost  their  lives  or  their  freedom  paragraphs  of  the  question.  But  it  is 
through  this  practice,  but  it  would  be  im-  ^^^y  probable  that,  owing  to  the  enor- 
possible  to  prove  individukl  cases  without  i  "^«^?  quantities  of  supplies  and  stores 
something  in  the  nature  of  a  judicial  in- '  required  for  the  daily  use  of  th^  field 
quiry  that  is  quite  beyond  our  power.         I  ^^^^  >J^  Natal,  the    mUitary   authonties 

^  I  have    been   unable    to   secure   the  early 

!  delivery  of  these  presents  to  the  troops, 

AMBULANCE  SERVICE  VOLUNTEERS.  :  in  addition  to  carrying  out  their  military 


Sir  WALTER  FOSTER  (Derbyshire, 
Ilkeston) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secre- 
tary of    State   for   War  whether  he    is 


duties.  The  excellent  arrangements  made 
by  Mr.  Hamilton  Gatliff'at  the  Cape  have 
recently  been   extended  to  Durban,  and 


aware  that  volunteers  for  ambulance  ''\tr\'^  no  doubt  that  in  futore  there 
service  in  South  Africa  are  examined  and  '  ^'^  ^  T  !^*^  T.  ^^  distribution  of 
enrolled  by  the  St.  John's  Ambulance  parcels  beyond  what  is  unavoidable  m 
Association,  and  that  a  volunteer  may  be  ,  connection  with  the  movements  of  a  field 
rejected   on   account   of  being  over  the    ^^''^®- 

standard  of  height,  although  exceptionally        Mr.  BARTLEY  (Islington,  N.) :  Is  the 
well  qualified  in  every  other  respect  for  I  right  hon.  Gentleman  aware  that  parcels 
the  service ;   and   whether  there  is  any  1  sent  out  in  November  had  not  been  de- 
reason    why  such  volunteers  should  not    livered  by  the  end  of  February  1 
be  specially  enlisted.  ^^^  WYNDHAM  :  I  am  not  aware  of 

Mr.  W\^DHAM  :  These  volunteers  I  ^^^t  fact,  but  I  do  not  know  whether  my 
are  examined  and  enrolled  by  the  com- '  ^^^'  ^^lend  knows  the  magnitude  of  the 
missioner  and  medical  officers  of  the ',  ^^  ^^  ^^^^^^^y-  I  may  mention  that  I 
brigade.  A  maximum  height  was  origi-  yesterday  received  a  pnvate  letter  from 
nally  arranged  with  the  War  Office  at  ^^^'  ^*^^»"'  ^^^^  January  31,  and  he 
5ft.  lOin.,  in  order  to  obtain  bearers  whose  ^^IJ^  me  that,  though  he  is  working 
heights  did  not  greatly  vary,  but  the  voluntanly,  he  has  five  clerks  and  fifteen 
commissioner  was  allowed  free  discretion  other  men  working  under  him,  and  that 
to  accept  suitable  men  although  above  ^®  ^^^  dispatched  40,000  parcels  to  the 
this  height.  front  up  to  the  end  of  January. 

Sir  WALTER  FOSTER:  If  I  give  RE-ENGAGEMENT  OF  RESERVISTS, 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  a  case  in  point,  '  Mr,  JOHN  WILSON  (Falkirk) :  I  beg 
will  he  inquire  into  it  ?  |  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
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War  whether  a  man  who  is  accepted  for 
service  in  a  reserve  battalion  will  be 
allowed  on  the  expiry  of  his  twelve 
months  service  to  re-engage  into  the 
Regular  Army,  holding  the  same  rank  as 
he  had  in  the  reserve  battalion,  and  con- 
ditions as  to  age. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  The  reply  is  in  the 
negative ;  but  exception  may  be  made 
when  it  is  considered  that  the  service 
would  benefit.  The  question  of  policy 
has  been  discussed  in  recent  debates. 

DEPUTY    JUD^E    ADVOCATES    IN 
SOUTH  AFRICA 

Mr.  H.  D.  GREENE  (Shrewsbury) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  what  provision  has  been  made 
for  the  attendance  of  Deputy  Judge  Ad- 
vocates in  South  Africa,  and  whether 
there  is  a  sufficient  number  of  them  to 
secure  due  administration  of  military  law ; 
and  whether  the  labours  of  the  Judge 
Advocate  General's  Department  have  been 
at  all  increased  by  the  additions  to  Her 
Majesty's  forces. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  A  Deputy  Judge 
Advocate,  Colonel  St.  Clair,  is  super- 
vising the  administration  of  military  law 
in  South  Africa,  and  is  assisted  by  a 
barrister.  This  staff  is  considered  suffi- 
cient. The  labours  of  the  department  at 
home  have  been  considerably  increased 
owing  to  the  number  of  troops  called  out. 

TRANSPORT— THE  "DUNERA." 

Mr.  JEFFREYS  (Hampshire,  N.):  I 
beg  to  a3k  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  what  has  caused  the  delay  in  the 
departure  of  the  "  Dunera "  with  the 
Grenadier  Guards  for  South  Africa  ;  and 
whether  he  can  state  definitely  on  what 
day  the  steamer  will  leave  Southampton. 

*The  SECRETARY  to  the  ADMI- 
RALTY (Mr.  Macartney,  Antrim,  S.) : 
Perhaps  I  may  reply  to  this  question. 
The  "  Dunera  "  was  coaled  at  Port  Talbot, 
Cardiff,  and  was  neaped  for  three  days. 
She  will  sail  on  the  18th  instant  from 
Southampton. 

MISCONDUCT  OF  GOVERNMENT 
CONTRACTORS. 

Mr,  HOWELL  (Denbigh  Boroughs) : 
I  beg  to  ask  Mr.  Attorney  General 
wh'jther  he  is  aware  that  Edwin  Under- 
wood,   one    of    the    three    directors    of 


Underwood  and  Sons,  Limited,  who  have 
recently,  and  for  the  second  time,  been 
struck  off  the  list  of  contractors  to  the 
War  Office  for  supplying  defective  stores 
under  contracts,  is  a  justice  of  the  peace 
for  the  county  of  Middlesex  ;  and  whether 
the  Lord  Chancellor  proposes  to  call 
upon  Mr.  Underwood  for  an  explanation 
of  his  conduct  in  this  matter. 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  (Sir 
Richard  Webster,  Isle  of  Wight) :  I  am 
not  aware  whether  the  facts  are  as  stated 
in  the  first  part  of  the  question,  but  if 
they  are,  the  Lord  Chancellor  will  certainly 
take  action. 

Mr.  HOWELL :  Are  inquiries  beincr 
made? 

Sir  RICHARD  WERSTER:  The 
question  only  appeared  on  the  Paper  to- 
day, and  there  has  been  no  time  to  make 
inquiries.  I  could  only  communicate 
with  the  Lord  Chancellor. 

COLCHESTER  RIFLE  RANGE. 

Mr.  F.  W.  WILSON  (NoHolk,  Mid) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  if  £39,000  haa  been  expended  oil 
the  Colchester  Rifle  Range,  which  is  still 
unopened  on  account  of  legal  obstacles ; 
and  whether  he  contemplates  an  altera- 
tion of  the  law  providing  for  the  easier 
acquisition  of  land,  and  closing  of  bye- 
roads  and  footpaths  during  time  of  firing, 
so  that  Volunteer  corps  and  local  autho- 
rities may  be  able  to  obtain  rifle  ranges 
on  better  terms  than  has  been  the  case  at 
Colchester. 

♦Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  The  total  expendi- 
ture  on  Colchester  rifle  range  amounts  to 
£50,000.  There  are  still  difficulties  in 
regard  to  the  bye-laws,  but  every  effort 
is  being  made  to  get  them  settled  and  the 
ranges  open  for  use.  The  state  of  the 
law  with  regard  to  Volunteer  ranges  is 
under  consideration. 

THE  TEETU  OF  ARMY  RECRUITS. 

Mr.  weir  (Ross  and  Cromarty):  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  W^ar,  seemg  that  the  First  Lord  of 
the  Admiralty  recently  stated  that  fully 
25  per  cent,  of  the  recruits  for  the  Navy 
are  rejected  on  account  of  bad  teeth,  will 
he  state  what  percentage  of  the  recruits 
for  the  Army  were  rejected  for  this  cause 
during  the  year  ending  Slst  December, 
1899. 
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*Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  The  percentage  |  whether  any,  and  if  so,  what  award  has 
was  7-74:  of  the  total  number  rejected —  been  given  by  the  counsel  to  whom  the 
2-5  of  the  total  number  presenting  them-  long-standing  dispute  about  an  English 
selves.  firm's  ejection  by  the  Siamese  Grovem- 

ment  from  the  Bankok-Khorat    railway 

H  M  S     **  HERMES " DEFECTIVE        |  contract    was     last    year  submitted   for 

MACHINERY.  arbitration. 


Mr.  WILLIAM  ALLAN  (Gateshead) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the 
Admiralty  what  was  the  nature  of  the 
breakdown  of  machinery  of  H.M.S. 
"  Hermes,"  necessitating  her  being  towed 
into  Kingston,  Jamaica;  and  how  long 
was  she  towed. 

♦Mr.  MACARTNEY:  The  telegraphic 
report  which  has  been  received  does  not 
state  the  cause  of  the  breakdown,  but 
defects  are  reported  in  the  feed  pump  and 
springs,  drain  pipe  joints  of  main  steam 
pipes,  and  safety  and  non-return  valves 
and  boiler  mountings.  She  was  towed 
from  Nassau  to  Port  Royal. 

ARAB  ATTACKS  ON   BRITISH  INDIAN 

PILGRIMS. 

Mr.  STEVENSON  (Suffolk,  Eye) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  Foreign  Affairs,  whether  he  is  now 
able  to  report  the  result  of  the  represen- 
tations made  to  the  Sublime  Porte  by 
Her  Majesty^s  Ambassador  at  Constanti- 
nople respecting  the  claims  of  British 
Indian  pilgrims  who  were  robbed  and 
wounded  by  Arab  brigands  on  the  high- 
way between  Jeddah  and  Mecca  in  the 
years  1895,  1896, 1897,  and  1898. 

*The  under  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  FOR  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS  (Mr. 
Brodrick,  Surrey,  Guildford) :  The  total 
claim  of  British  Indian  pilgrims  for  losses 
by  robbery  in  the  Hedjez  during  the 
years  1892 — 1898,  appears  to  have  been 
about  X2,500,  but  an  arrangement  was 
arrived  at  between  the  Vali  and  the 
claimants  by  which  half  this  sum  was  to 
be  accepted,  provided  the  matter  was 
promptly  settled.  The  settlement  of  the 
claims  on  this  basis  was  reported  by  the 
Acting  British  Consul  at  Jeddah  to  Her 
Majesty's  Ambassador  at  Constantinople 
on  the  20th  of  September  last. 

SIAM-BANKOK-KHORAT  RAILWAY 

CONTRACT. 

*SiR  CHARLES  DILKE  (Gloucester- 
shire, Forest  of  Dean) :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs  whether  he  can  inform  the  House 


♦Mr.  BRODRICK:  The  reference  to 
counsel  was  arranged  between  Her 
Majesty's  Government  and  the  Grovem- 
ment  of  Siam,  but  Her  Majesty's  Grovem- 
ment  were  not  parties  to  it,  and  the 
award  has  not  been  communicated  to  us 
by  either  side.  I  understand,  however, 
that  an  award  has  been  made,  and  that  it 
is  in  favour  of  the  British  contractor  for 
the  railway. 

THE  WAIMA  INCIDENT. 

Mr.  BRYNMOR  JONES  (Swansea 
District)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  whether 
the  Government  of  the  Republic  of 
France  has  admitted  that  the  killing  of 
British  officers  at  Waima  is  a  fair  subject 
for  arbitration  between  that  Government 
and  the  United  Kingdom  ;  whether  the 
G^>vernment  have  asked  the  French 
Government  to  agree  to  arbitration ; 
what  progress  has  been  made  in  the 
negotiations  on  the  matter  ;  and  whether 
he  will  lay  the  correspondence  on  the 
matter  between  the  two  Grovemments 
upon  the  Table  of  the  House. 

♦Mr.  brodrick  :  The  French  Govern- 
ment have  recognised  the  principle  of 
arbitration,  and  the  details  are  now  under 
discussion  with  the  French  Government. 
Correspondence  cannot  be  laid  until  an 
agreement  has  been  arrived  at. 

VENEZUELAN    ARBITRATION— INCI- 
DENCE OF  COST. 

Mr.  CALDWELL  (Lanarkshire,  Mid) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Colonies  whether  he  can  now  state 
the  total  British  costs  arising  out  of  the 
Venezuelan  Arbitration,  and  whether  it 
is  proposed  that  these  costs  should  be 
defrayed  or  reimbursed  by  British  Guiana. 

*Mr.  BRODRICK :  Perhaps  I  may  be 
allowed  to  answer  this.  The  expenses* 
incurred  between  1895  and  the  present 
date  amount  to  £65,625.  There  has 
never  been  any  proposal  that  British 
Guiana  should  defray  any  part  of  the 
costs. 
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MILK    ADULTERATION. 


General  LAURIE  (Pembroke  and 
Haverfordwest) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Board  of  Agriculture  whether 
his  attention  has  been  called  to  the  report 
of  the  public  analyst  to  the  Vestry  of 
Paddington  for  the  quarter  ending  25th 
December,  1899,  wherein  it  appears  that 
the  magistrate  at  Marylebone  Police 
Court,  in  the  case  of  a  sample  of  butter 
containing  65  per  cent,  of  margarine, 
imposed  no  fine  but  only  costs  of  12s.  6d., 
and  gave  the  same  decision  in  another 
case  where  the  sample  contained  80  per 
cent,  of  margarine,  and  in  another  case, 
where  the  so-called  butter  was  entirely 
margarine,  imposed  a  fine  of  10s.  and 
12s.  6d.  costs;  also  in  two  other  cases 
where  a  farmer  had  sent  to  the  railway 
station  two  churns  of  milk  from  which 
half  the  cream  was  deficient,  the  sum- 
mons was  dismissed  on  the  explanation 
that  the  milk  from  which  these  samples 
was  taken  was  received  at  the  farm  dairy 
on  the  evening  of  each  day,  mixed  in  a 
larse  container  and  left  for  the  night, 
and  that  next  day  the  chums  were 
filled  for  transmission  to  London 
by  means  of  a  tap  at  the 
bottom  of  the.  container,  no  pre- 
vious stirring  up  of  the  contents  of  the 
container  takmg  place ;  whether  it  would 
be  possible  to  issue  a  circular  or  otherwise 
to  instruct  magistrates  having  jurisdiction 
in  such  cases,  tnat  when  milk  is  left  un- 
disturbed the  cream  rises  to  the  top,  and 
hence  the  lower  part  of  the  milk  does  not 
contain  its  share  of  cream,  which  it  should 
be  considered  has  been  removed  from  it, 
and  that  such  milk  is  to  be  dealt  with  as 
adulterated ;  whether  his  attention  has 
been  further  called  to  the  fact  that  prac- 
tically the  same  percentage  of  milk  pur- 
chased at  railway  stations  is  adulterated 
as  of  milk  purchased  in  town,  thus  show- 
ing it  is  not  the  retailer  who  is  alone  to 
blame ;  and  whether  it  is  possible  in  any 
way  to  assist  local  authorities  who  are 
doing  all  in  their  power  and  expending 
large  amounts  :>(  money  in  endeavouring 
to  carry  out  the  law  so  as  to  protect  the 
humbler  consumers,  and  who  thus  find 
their  efforts  discouraged. 

♦The  president  of  the  BOARD  of 
AGRICULTURE  (Mr.  Walter  Long, 
Liverpool,  West  Derby)  :  I  have 
seen  the  report  to  which  my  hon. 
and  gallant  friend  refers,  but  the 
information     at    present    at     our    dis- 


posal would  scarcely  justify  the  adoption 
of  the  course  suggested.  Our  inspectors 
are,  however,  closely  watching  tne  ad- 
ministration of  the  Acts,  in  consultation 
with  the  local  authorities  concerned,  and 
the  representations  of  ray  hon.  and 
gallant  friend  will  be  kept  in  view.  I 
could  not  take  upon  myself  to  express  an 
opinion  as  to  the  respective  culpability  of 
producers  and  retailers  of  milk  so  far  as 
adulteration  is  concerned. 

Captain  DONELAN  :  Were  the  pro- 
ceedings referred  to  taken  under  the 
Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act  of  last  year  1 


"Mr.  long  :  I  cannot  possibly  answer 
that  question  without  inquiry.     I  know 
nothing  of  the  proceedings    which 
taken. 


were 


DEATH    CERTIFICATES. 

Sir  WALTER  FOSTER:  I  beg  to 
ask  the  President  of  the  Local  Grovern- 
ment  Board,  whether  his  attention  has 
been  called  to  the  frequency  of  complaints 
in  coroners'  courts  respecting  the  signa- 
ture and  filling  up  of  death  certificates .; 
and  whether  he  will  bring  in  a  Bill  to 
amend  the  law  of  death  certification,  as 
recommended  by  the  Select  Committee 
of  1893. 

The  secretary  of  the  LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Mr.  T.  W. 
Russell,  Tyrone,  S.):  Yes,  Sir;  com- 
plaints have  been  made  of  the  kind 
referred  to.  The  question  is  being  con- 
sidered, but  I  am  afraid  no  imdertaking 
such  as  that  asked  for  by  the  hoiu 
Member,  to  bring  in  a  Bill  during  this 
session,  can  be  given. 

FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS  HILL— 
DOUBLE-SHIFT  SYSTEM. 

Mr.  TENNANT  (Berwickshire) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Home  Department  to  what  trade  or  trades 
he  contemplates  extending  the  double- 
shift  clause  of  his  Factories  and  Work- 
shops Bill. 

♦The  secretary  of  STATE  for 
THE  HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Sir  M. 
White  Ridley,  Lancashire,  Blackpool): 
The  oiily  trade  in  which  I  think  a  case — 
a  primd  facie  case — has  yet  been  made  for 
the  introduction  of  the  double-shift  sys- 
tem is  the  making  of  ammunition.  An 
application  has  also  been  received  from 
the    trade    of    pneumatic  tyre   making. 
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Both  these  cases  will,  of  course,  be  investi- 
gated further  if  Parliament  grants  me  the 
proposed  power.  I  should  like  to  point 
out  that  the  system  is  represented  to  have 
a  double  advantage.  It  will  give  the 
workpeople  shorter  hours  and  longer 
intervals  for  rest  in  trying  occupations, 
and  it  will  enable  the  employer  to  in- 
crease his  output.  It  is  possible  that 
similar  applications  will  be  received  from 
other  trades  also,  but  in  no  case  will  the 
system  be  allowed  except  after  full  in- 
vestigation and  under  such  stringent  con- 
ditions as  may  be  necessary  to  prevent 
abuse. 

RAILWAY  EXTENSION  TO  MALLAIG. 
Mr.  weir  ;  I  beg  to  ask  the  President 
of  the  Board  of  Trade  if  he  will  state 
whether  there  is  any  prospect  of  the  rail- 
way extension  to  Mallaig  being  completed 
by  June  next. 

The  president  of  the  BOARD 
OF  TRADE  (Mr.  Ritchie,  Croydon): 
No,  Sir.  I  am  informed  by  the  company 
that  although  in  their  own  interest  they 
are  anxious  to  complete  and  open  this 
extension  at  the  earliest  possiUe  date, 
progress,  from  various  causes,  has  neces- 
sarily been  slow,  and  it  is  not  thought 
that  the  line  can  be  ready  for  opening 
before  October  next. 

SCOTTISH     ROYAL      LUNATIC 
ASYLUMS. 

Mr.  WEIR:  I  beg  to  ask  the  Lord 
Advocate  whether  the  Secretary  for 
Scotland  has  received  memorials  from 
certain  parish  councils  in  Scotland  urging 
that  parish  councils  should  be  represented 
on  the  boards  oi  royal  lunatic  asylums, 
and  that  there  should  be  a  public  audit  of 
the  accounts  of  these  boards ;  and  will  he 
state  what  action  it  is  proposed  to  take 
in  the  matter. 

♦The  LORD  ADVOCATE  (Mr.  A. 
Graham  Murray,  Buteshire)  :  The 
memorials  referred  to  were  received,  and 
the  Secretary  for  Scotland  met  a  deputa- 
tion, on  which  occasion  the  whole  subject 
was  fully  discussed.  To  give  effect  to 
the  proposals  made  in  the  question  would 
require  legislation,  which  it  is  not  intended 
to  propose  at  present. 

SCOTTISH  FISHERY  HARBOURS. 

Mr.  WEIR:  I  beg  to  ask  the  Lord 
Advocate  if  he  will  explain  why  the  sum 


of  £4,847  was  surrendered  out  of  the 
Vote  for  the  Fishery  Board  for  Scotland 
for  the  year  ended  31st  March,  1898, 
seeing  that  there  are  so  many  places 
around  the  coast  of  Scotland  in  need  of 
harbour  accommodation ;  and,  in  view  of 
the  damage  done  to  fishing  boats  at 
Avoch,  Ross-shire,  during  the  storm  of 
the  18th  February  last,  owing  to  the  want 
of  harbour  accommodation,  will  the  Secre- 
tary for  Scotland  state  the  cost  of  a 
harbour  at  that  place,  and  consider  the 
expediency  of  providing  the  requisite 
grant  out  of  Fishery  Board  funds. 

♦Mr.  a.  graham  MURRAY :  For  a 
detailed  answer  to  the  first  paragraph  of 
the  hon.  Member's  question  I  must  ask 
him  to  follow  up  his  researches  in  the 
Appropriation  Accounts  by  a  reference  to 
the  Estimates  of  1898-99,  where  he  will 
find  that  the  necessary  provision  for  the 
services  included  within  the  amount  sur- 
rendered were  duly  provided  for  under 
their  respective  heads.  The  sum  of 
£4,847  consisted  largely  of  money  voted 
for  building  a  Fishery  Board  cruiser 
which,  from  the  exigencies  of  the  ship- 
building industry,  could  not  be  all  spent 
within  the  financial  year,  and,  as  the  hon. 
Member  must  be  aware,  could  not  be 
spent  except  on  the  specific  purpose  for 
which  it  was  voted.  No  exact  estunate  of 
the  cost  of  a  harbour  at  Avoch  has  been 
made,  but  as  I  have  already  informed  the 
hon.  Member,  it  would  involve  a  large 
expenditure,  and  the  Secretary  for  Scot- 
land is  not  at  present  prepared  to  recom- 
mend a  grant  in  aid. 

SCOTTISH    LUNATIC    ASYLUMS- 
PRIVATE    PATIENTS. 

Mr.  weir  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Lord 
Advocate  if  his  attention  has  been  called 
to  the  recommendations  contained  in  the 
Forty-first  Annual  Report  of  the  Greneral 
Board  of  Commissioners  in  Lunacy  for 
Scotland,  to  the  effect  that  measures 
should  be  taken  to  give  District  Lunacy 
Boards  permissive  powers  to  provide 
accommodation  for  the  poorer  class  of 
private  patients ;  and  will  he  say  what 
action  it  is  proposed  to  take  in  the 
matter. 

♦Mr.  a.  graham  MURRAY:  The 
answer  to  the  first  paragraph  of  the 
question  is  in  the  affirmative.  The  Secre- 
tary for  Scotland  does  not  propose  to 
take  any  action  at  present 
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SCOTTISH    CONGESTED    DISTRICTS 
BOARD— KOAD    MAKING. 

Mr.  weir  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Lord 
Advocate  whether  the  Secretary  for  Scot- 
land is  aware  that,  at  a  recent  meeting  of 
crofters  and  fishermen  of  Carloway,  reso- 
lutions were  unanimously  carried  urging 
that  the  Congested  Districts  Board  shoula 
make  provision  for  the  construction  of  the 
middle  section  of  the  road  between  Car- 
loway  and  Stomoway ;  and  will  he  state 
what  action  it  is  proposed  to  take  in  the 
matter. 

♦Mr.  A.  GRAHAM  MURRAY :  The 
resolutions  in  question  have  been  duly 
received,  and  will  receive  consideration 
from  the  Congested  Districts  Board  in 
due  course. 


—  WATERFORD- 

-  CORK  -  FERMOY 


IRISH       RAILWAYS 
ROSSLARE     LINE 
LINE. 

Mr.  power  (Waterford,  E) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
whether  the  Great  Southern  and  Western 
Railway  and  the  Great  Western  Railway 
have  begun  the  construction  of  the  line 
sanctioned  by  Parliament  from  Waterford 
to  Rosslare ;  and,  if  so,  how  many  men 
are  at  present  employed  on  the  works. 

Captain  DONELAN  (Cork,  E.):  I 
beg  at  the  same  time  to  ask  the  Secretary 
to  the  Treasury  whether  the  Greit 
Southern  and  Western  Railway  and  the 
Great  Western  Railway  Companies  have 
begun  the  construction  of  the  line 
sanctioned  by  Parliament  from  Cork  to 
Fermoy  ;  and,  if  not,  when  it  is  intended 
to  make  a  commencement. 

The  financial  SECRETARY  to 
THE  TREASURY  (Mr.  Hanbury, 
Preston):  I  imderstand  that  a  contract 
has  been  made  for  the  construction  of 
twenty-one  miles  of  the  line  from  Water- 
ford to  Rosslare,  but  that  the  work  has 
not  actually  been  begun.  No  steps  have 
been  taken  with  re^ird  to  the  line  from 
Cork  to  Fermoy,  and  I  gather  that 
priority  will  probably  be  given  to  the 
other  line.  The  delay  is  attributable  to 
alterations  in  the  plans,  and  to  the  neces- 
sity for  obtaining  fresh  Parliamentary 
powers.  The  terms  of  the  Treasury 
Agreement  are  that  when  half  of  the 
works  upon  each  of  the  sections — not  half 
the  works  on  the  whole  line — have  been 
completed,  a  sum  of  £50,000  shall  be 
paid  to  the  Fishguard  Company,  and  that 


when  the  remaining  works  have  l>een 
completed  a  further  sum  of  X43,000  shall 
be  paid.  These  undertakings  are,  in  my 
opinion,  contingent  upon  the  fulfilment 
of  the  whole  bargain  described  in  the 
agreement  in  which  the  completion  of 
both  lines  within  the  five  years  named  in 
the  Act  is  an  essential  portion,  and  I 
consider  it  very  desirable  in  the  public 
interest  that  there  should  be  no  undue 
delay. 

Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND  (Waterford^ : 
May  I  ask  whether  it  is  not  now  nearly 
two  years  ago  since  this  Act  was  passed, 
and  whether  during  the  session  before  last 
the  general  manager  of  the  Great  Western 
Railway  Company,  in  his  evidence  before 
the  Hybrid  Committee,  did  not  state  that, 
if  the  Bill  there  under  consideration  was 
passed,  the  following  September — that  was 
last  September  twelvemonths — would  see 
50,000  men  engaged  in  the  making  of  the 
line. 

Mr.  hanbury  :  It  is  a  fact  that  the 
Bill  was  passed  nearly  two  years  ago,  but  . 
last  year  a  fresh  Bill  had  to  be  intro- 
duced in  consequence  of  a  number  of 
engineering  difficulties  in  the  way  of  the 
line  as  it  was  originally  proposed.  So 
far  as  I  am  concerned  I  shall  do  all  in  my 
power  to  get  the  line  completed. 

Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND :  Of  course, 
the  hon.  Gentleman  knows  that  the 
cause  for  the  delay  about  the  Cork 
portion  of  the  line  does  not  apply  to 
the  Rosslare  portion.  Cannot  steps  be 
taken  to  see  that  the  work  is  at  once 
begun,  because  if  that  is  not  quickly 
done  it  will  be  impossible  to  complete  it 
within  the  five  years  limit. 

Mr.  hanbury  :  I  do  not  think  the 
Treasury  has  any  power  to  enforce  the 
commencement  of  the  construction  of  the 
line  by  a  particular  date.  What  we  have 
power  to  do  is  to  see  that  it  is  completed 
by  such  A  date. 

Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN  (Kilkenny) : 
Can  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  give  us 
the  date  of  the  contract  and  the  name  of 
the  contractor  1 

Mr.  HANBURY:  The  contract  for 
the  twenty-one  miles  was  only  made 
about  a  fortnight  ago. 

Mr.  PATRICK  O^RIEN:  Who  is 
the  contractor  1 

[No  answer  was  given.] 
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DEPORTATION  OF  IRISH  PAUPERS 

BILL. 

Mr.  flavin  (Kerrv,  N.) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  President  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  whether  he  can  state  how 
soon  the  Bill  promised  during  the  debate 
on  the  Queen's  Speech  dealing  with  the 
deportation  of  paupers  into  Ireland  will 
be  introduced  by  the  Government. 

Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL :  The  Bill  has 
been  prepared,  and  will  shortly  be  intro- 
duced. 

Mr.  flavin  :  Can  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man give  any  definite  date  ?  Will  it  be 
introduced  before  Easter  "i 

Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  :  I  hope  so. 

FATALITY  ON  THE  CA^TLEDERG  AND 
VICTORIA    TRAMWAY    LINE. 

Mr.  MACALEESE  (Monaghan,  N.) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  can  he  make  any  statement  in 
regard  to  the  allegation  that  two  brothers, 
named  Campbell,  were  run  over  and 
killed  by  the  Castlederg  and  Victoria 
tramway  train  on  Satiu-day  night  last 
between  Victoria  and  Castlederg;  and 
will  he  cause  an  inquiry  to  be  made  into 
this  matter. 

Mr.  RITCHIE :  The  Board  of  Trade 
have  received  an  intimation  of  this  acci- 
dent from  the  company,  but  the  cause  of 
it  is  not  explained.  The  coroner's  inquiry 
will,  no  doubt,  throw  light  on  the  subject, 
and  I  shall  obtain  a  report  of  the  pro- 
ceedings. 

BUSINESS  OF  THE   HOUSE. 

Sir  J.  FERGUSSON  (Manchester, 
N.W.) :  May  I  ask  the  First  Lord 
whether  he  will  report  progress  to-night 
to  allow  of  reasonable  time  for  the  dis- 
cussion of  the  Report  of  Supply  ? 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  I  had  hoped 
yesterday  that  Report  of  Supply  would  be 
reached  oy  a  reasonable  hour,  but,  as  the 
House  is  aware,  a  considerable  amount  of 
time  was  expended  on  the  debate  on  the 
motion  for  adjournment,  and  that  rather 
upsets  my  calculations.  As  regards 
to-day,  I  would  remind  my  right  hon. 
friend  that  all  time  cut  off  from  Supply  is 
an  injury  to  those  who  desire  to  discuss 
the  Estimates.  Perhaps,  however,  he  will 
allow  me  to  see  what  progress  we  make 
before  I  come  to  a  conclusion. 


Sir  JAMES  FERGUSSON :  U  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  cannot  give  ade- 
quate time  to  the  Report  stage  to-night, 
will  he  put  it  off? 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  was  understood 
to  assent. 

RIGHT  OF  FREE  SPEECH— DISTUR- 
BANCES DIRECTED  AGAINST  OPPO- 
NENTS OF  THE  WAR— WAKEFIELD 
RIOTS. 

Sir  WILFRID  LAWSON  (Cumber- 
land,  Cockermouth) :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Home  Secretary  a  question  of  which  I 
have  given  him  private  notice — whether 
he  has  received  anv  report  relative  to  an 
alleged  riot  at  Wakefield  last  night,  in 
which  a  company  of  Wycliffe  preachers 
are  stated  to  have  been  attacked  by  the 
mob,  one  of*  them  struck  in  the  face, 
another  knocked  down  and  rolled  in  the 
mud,  and  all  of  them  compelled  to  fly  for 
refuge  from  a  shower  of  missiles;  and 
whether  if  this  is  so  he  will  satisfy  him- 
self that  the  police  afforded  efficient  and 
sufficient  protection  to  these  preachers  ? 

♦Sir  M.  WHITE  RIDLEY:  I  have 
heard  nothing  of  the  alleged  riots,  but 
if  the  hon.  Baronet  says  that  there  has 
been  anything  of  the  sort,  I  will,  of 
course,  make  inquiries. 


ELECTORAL  DISABILITIES  (MILITARY 
SERVICE)  BILL. 

As  amended,  in  the  Committee,  to  be 
printed.     [BUI  130.] 


NEJr  BILLS, 


SALMON  FISHERIES  (IRELAND)    ACTS 

AMENDMENT. 

Bill  to  amend  the  Salmon  Fisheries 
(Ireland)  Acts,  ordered  to  be  brought  in 
by  Mr.  Seton-Karr,  Mr.  'Cornwallis,  Dr. 
Rentoul,  and  Mr.  Tomlinson. 

SALMON  FISHERIES  (IRELAND)   ACTS 
AMENDMENT  BILL. 

"  To  amend  the  Salmon  Fisheries  (Ire- 
land) Acts,"  presented,  and  read  the  first 
time ;  to  be  read  a  second  time  upon 
Wednesday,  9th  May,  and  to  be  printed. 
[Bill  131.] 

FISHERIES    (IRELAND)    ACTS 
AMENDMENTS. 

Bill  to  amend  the  Law  relating  to 
Fisheries    in     Ireland,     ordered    to    be 
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brought  in  by  Mr.  Seton-Karr,  Mr. 
Comwallis,  Dr.  Rentoul,  and  Mr.  Tom- 
linson. 

FISHERIES     (IRELAND)      ACTS 
AMENDMENT    BILL. 

"To  amend  the  Law  relating  to 
Fisheries  in  Ireland,"  presented,  and  read 
the  first  time  ;  to  be  read  a  second  time 
upon  Wednesday,  9th  May,  and  to  be 
printed.     [Bill  132.] 

SALE    OF    INTOXICATING    LIQUORS 
TO  CHILDREN  (SCOTLAND). 

Bill  to  prohibit  the  sale  or  supply  of 
exciseable  Liquors  to  Children  in  Scot- 
land, ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr. 
Cameron  Corbett,  Sir  Herbert  Maxwell, 
Mr.  James  Campbell,  Mr.  Baird,  Mr. 
Grordon,  Mr.  Hozier,  Mr.  M*Killop,  and 
Mr.  Orr  Ewing. 

SALE    OF    INTOXICATING    LIQUORS 
TO  CHILDREN  (SCOTLAND)  BILL. 

"To  prohibit  the  sale  or  supply  of 
exciseable  Liquors  to  Children  in  Scot- 
land," present^,  and  read  the  first  time ; 
to  be  read  a  second  time  upon  Thursday 
next,  and  to  be  printed.     [Bill  133.] 

TRUST  FUNDS. 

Bill  to  authorise  the  Investment  of 
Trust  Funds  on  the  security  of  Local 
Rates,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr. 
Lloyd-George,  Sir  Walter  Foster,  Sir 
James  Woodhouse,  Colonel  Milward, 
Mr.  A.  K.  Loyd,  Mr.  Robson,  Mr.  Warr, 
and  Mr.  Nussey. 

TRUST  FUNDS  BILL. 

"  To  authorise  the  Investment  of  Trust 
Funds  on  the  security  of  Local  Rates," 
presented,  and  read  the  first  time ;  to  be 
read  a  second  time  upon  Tuesday  next, 
and  to  be  printed.     [Bill  134.] 


SUPPLY  [4th  Allotted  Day.] 
Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

[Mr.  J.  W.  LowTHER  (Cumberland,  Pen- 
rith) in  the  Chair.] 

Arbcy  Estimates,  1900-1901. 

1.  Motion  made,  and  Question  pro- 
posed, "  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding 
£555,000,  be  granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to 


defray  the  Charge  for  the  Pay,  etc.,  of 
the  Medical  Establishment,  and  for  Medi- 
cines, etc.,  which  will  come  in  course  of 
payment  during  the  year  ending  on  the- 
3l8tday  of  March,  1901." 

Dr.  FAKQUHARSON  (Aberdeen- 
shire,  W.)  said  that  some  critics  had 
brought  the  War  Office  under  review  as 
to  the  conduct  of  operations  in  South 
Africa,  and  some  had  reviewed  the 
Cenerals  in  the  field ;  but  he  maintained 
that  nol  a  single  word  of  censure  had 
been  directed  against  the  Department  for 
which  this  Vote  was  asked.  The  Army 
Medical  Department  had  been  the  real 
success  of  tne  war.  The  more  we  heard 
and  the  more  we  read  the  reports  from 
high  authoritative  sources,  giving  an 
account  of  what  had  been  done  at  the 
front,  the  more  we  were  filled  with 
admiration  for  the  pluck,  devotion,  and 
skill  which  had  been  displayed,  and  the 
hard  work  carried  on  hv  the  officers  of 
the  Royal  Army  Medical  Corps  under 
actual  danger  and  peril,  resulting  in  many 
cases  in  sad  loss  of  life.  When  we 
considered  the  work  they  had  been  called 
upon  to  perform,  our  admiration  was 
increased.  At  Ladysmith  alone  there 
were  800  cases  of  typhoid  fever,  and 
when  we  considered  the  results  of  the 
treatment  of  these,  and  of  the  wounded, 
amounting  to  95  per  cent,  of  cures,  we 
were  still  further  struck  by  the  admirable 
skill  of  the  officers  of  the  corps.  Two  or 
three  factors  should  be  taken  into  con- 
sideration in  regard  to  these  satisfactory 
results.  The  Mauser  bullet  was  a  swift 
and  humane  missile.  It  had  not 
the  smashing  properties  of  some  ex- 
panding bullets.  From  a  medical  point 
of  view  he  could  not  do  other 
than  refer  in  terms  of  severe  condemna- 
tion of  the  Boers  for  using  soft-nosed 
bullets,  the  wonnds  from  which,  if  he 
were  to  give  details,  would  simply  appal 
the  Committee.  The  wounds  caused  by 
that  description  of  bullet  were  filled  with 
sand  and  pebbles  and  every  kind  of  ex- 
ternal abomination,  which  rendered  the 
treatment  of  the  wounds  almost  impos- 
sible. The  hospitals  had  been  well  found, 
the  organisation  excellent,  and  the  nursing 
complete.  Every  convenience  of  modem 
science  had  been  provided,  and  he  wished 
to  render  his  tribute  of  admiration  to- 
the  War  Office  for  the  way  in  which  they 
had  performed  that  part  of  their  duty.. 
A  very  interesting  report  had  appeared  in. 
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the  British  Medical  Journal  two  or  three 
weeks  ago,  by  Mr.  Treves,  the  eminent 
surgeon,  who  gave  a  well-earned  tribute 
to  the  heroism  of  the  British  soldier. 
We  had  heard  a  great  deal  of  the 
heroism  of  the  troops  in  the  attacks  on 
Spion  Kopje,  and  other  places,  where  their 
endurance  and  pluck  were  sorely  tried. 
Ic  was  one  thing  to  do  these  deeds  of 
daring  in  moments  of  excitement  in  battle, 
but  when  the  poor  fellows  were  brought 
back  sorely  wounded,  possibly  maimed 
for  life,  their  patient  endurance  was 
marvellous,  and  still  further  excited  ad- 
miration. Mr.  Treves  said,  in  his 
report — 

"  In  spite  of  all  their  hardships  the  wounded 
men  behaved  as  splendidly  as  they  have  always 
done.  Thejr  never  complained.  They  were 
quite  touching  in  their  unselfishness,  and  in 
•their  anxiety  *not  to  give  trouble.'  The 
English  soldier  is  a  man  of  whom  the  country 
may  well  be  proud,  and  in  these  two  terrible 
engagements  on  the  Tugela  they  behaved  from 
first  to  last  in  a  manner  worthy  of  the  splendid 
traditions  of  the  British  Army.  A  finer, 
hardier,  and  more  heroic  set  of  men  could 
hardly  have  been  gathered  together.  They 
-were  very  much  depressed  at  the  reverse." 

Then  Mr.  Treves  went  on  to  give  an 
^account  of  a  poor  fellow  shot  in  the  face 
by  a  piece  of  shell,  in  a  way  which  he 
would  not  like  to  describe  to  the  House. 

"  He  had  been  lying  hours  on  the  hill.  He 
was  unable  to  speak,  and  as  soon  as  he  was 
landed  at  the  hoiipital  he  made  signs  that  he 
wanted  to  write.  Pencil  and  paper  were  given 
him,  and  it  was  supposed  he  wished  to  ask  for 
■something;  but  he  merely  wrote,  'Did  we 
win  ?  *  No  one  had  the  heart  to  tell  him  the 
4)ruth." 

Reports  had  been  received  from  the  sur- 
geons in  the  field  explaining  how  the 
new  system  for  the  Royal  Army  Medical 
Corps,  organised  a  few  years  ago,  had 
worked  in  the  field.  It  was  found  that 
the  definite  rank  given  to  the  officers  of 
the  corps  was  a  great  boon.  Having  to 
take  command  of  large  bodies  of  men,  it 
was  formerly  found  that  without  rank 
they  could  not  carry  on  their  work 
effectually.  Things  now,  however,  worked 
admirably  and  smoothly,  and  he  hoped  to 
hear  from  the  Under  Secretary  that  the 
medical  schools  had  carried  out  the  pledge 
which  they  gave  some  years  ago  to  Lord 
Lansdowne  to  provide  a  full  and  con- 
tinuous flow  of  good  candidates  to  fill  up 
the  ranks  in  the  service.  His  information 
was,  that  although  the  number  of  recniits 
liad  not  been  so  very  great,  yet  there  was 

Dr,  Farquharson, 


a  fair  competition  of  first-class  men,  and 
that  the  Department  would  now  get 
practically  a  sufficient  number  of  officers 
to  carry  on  the  work.  He  hoped  that  the 
War  Office  would  afford  opportunity  to 
medical  officers  coming  home  from  service 
abroad  to  attend  meoucal  schools,  where 
they  could  rub  off  the  rust  which  thev 
had  acquired  during  their  service  abroad. 
He  maintained  that  the  Medical  Depart- 
ment was  still  undermanned.  There  had 
been  an  increase  in  the  Army  of  2,000 
Ejigineers,  seven  batteries  of  Royal  Horse 
Artillery,  thirty-six  field  batteries,  and 
twelve  Line  battalions,  and  the  increase 
of  medical  officers  for  all  this  great 
number  of  men  was  only  six.  That  was 
not  enough.  We  ought  not,  in  his 
opinion,  to  rely  on  the  hand  to  mouth 
system  of  employing  civilian  practitioners 
who  really  did  not  understand  the  soldier 
and  his  ways.  One  result,  he  believed, 
of  employing  civilians  was  that  a  large 
number  of  bad  recruits  had  been  passed, 
both  for  the  Militia  and  Reserve  forc^ 
and  sent  out  to  South  Africa,  from  which 
they  were  sent  back  again.  No  doubt,  at 
a  time  of  stress  and  strain  and  emergency 
like  the  present,  it  was  necessary  to  engage 
some  civil  practitioners,  and  while  it  was 
quite  right  to  have  such  men  as  Sir 
W.  MacCormac  and  Mr.  Treves  giving 
the  Army  Medical  Staff"  the  benefit  of 
their  consultations,  still  the  poor  medical 
officer  living  on  10s.  a  day  must  look  with 
an  envious  eye  on  the  large  salaries  given 
to  the  distinguished  surgeons.  Probably 
one  day,  before  long — and  he  did  not 
see  why  it  should  not  be  done  now — 
if  the  number  of  candidates  for  admis- 
sion to  the  Royal  Army  Medical  Corps 
did  not  increase,  it  would  be  necessary 
to  increase  the  rate  of  pay  in  that  De- 
partment. In  the  case  of  the  ordinary 
recruit  we  had  to  compete  with  the 
ordinary  labour  market,  and  in  the  case 
of  the  medical  recruit  we  had  to  com- 
pete with  the  medical  market.  There 
were  now  better  opportunities  and  facili- 
ties for  the  practice  of  the  profession  in 
civil  life,  and  he  did  not  know  that  we 
would  be  able  much  longer  to  get  a  stock 
of  excellent  and  efficient  candidates  on 
the  present  somewhat  meagre  pittance 
paid  to  men  who  had  gone  through  six 
years  of  a  laborious  and  expensive  curri- 
culum. He  was  not  quite  satisfied  with 
the  answer  given  about  the  ambulances 
the  other  day.  On  reading  the  remarks 
from  the  surgeons  in  the  field  it  seemed 
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to  him  that  we  ought  to  have  another 
•class  of  wagon.  He  hoped  the  Depart- 
ment would  take  into  serious  considera- 
tion whether  we  could  not  take  a  lesson 
on  this  point,  as  well  as  on  many  others, 
from  the  campaign  we  were  passing 
through.  It  woula  not  be  at  all  a  bad 
idea  to  cut  down  some  of  the  excessive 
demands  made  on  the  Army  Medical  De- 
partment in  connection  with  the  medical 
-examination.  We  got  men  from  the 
medical  schools,  and  he  did  not  see  the 
object  of  examining  them  all  along  the 
line  of  medical  study.  The  candidate 
-should  be  examined  on  matters  relating  to 
military  surgery  and  the  emergencies  of 
the  service  in  which  he  would  be  after- 
-wards  engaged.     The  hon.  Gentleman  ex- 

Cssed  his  admiration  of  the  skill, 
oism,  and  devotion  with  which  the 
Medical  Department  had  carried  out  their 
If  ork  during  this  war. 

Mr.  price  (Norfolk,  E.)  associated 
liimself  with  his  hon.  and  scientific  friend 
in  his  praise  of  the  medical  staff  during  the 
war.  He  had  good  reason  privately  for 
knowing  that  the  accounts  which  had 
appeared  in  the  newspapers  were  not 
overstated.  The  medical  sendee  had 
done  honour  to  itself  and  the  country. 
•On  one  or  two  occasions  he  had  prognos- 
ticated rather  evil  things  for  the  medical 
service  if  it  was  put  to  any  great  strain. 
There  had  been  for  many  years  difficulty 
in  filling  up  the  number  required  for  the 
medical  service  in  the  Army,  and  although 
various  methods  had  been  tried  to  increase 
the  candidates,  and  presumably  to  raise 
<the  standard,  those  measures  up  to  now 
had  failed.  He  was  glad  to  hear  from  the 
hon.  Gentleman  who  had  spoken  just  now 
lihat  there  had  been  more  competition 
recently  for  admission  into  .  the  medical 
ranks  of  the  Army.  At  the  same  time  it 
was  perfectly  obvious  that  unless  some- 
thing was  done  very  soon  to  meet  the 
views  of  the  medical  officers  of  the  Army, 
we  could  only  expect  things  to  go  from 
•1>ad  to  worse,  because  at  the  present 
moment  one  of  the  things  that  stopped  a 
medical  man  from  going  into  the  medical 
.service  was  the  enormous  amount  of 
foreign  service  they  had  to  undertake 
during  their  career,  and  the  smaller  the 
number  we  had  of  military  medical  men, 
the  larger  the  number  of  civilians  we  had 
to  employ,  the  more  would  necessarily  be 
the  foreign  service  of  those  •  who  did  join 
the  Army  Medical  Corps.     He  had  some 


difficulty  in  discussing  this  Medical  Vote 
because  we  had  not  had  the  benefit  of 
seeing  a  Medical  Report  since  that  of  1897. 
It  was  not  a  satisfactory  state  of  things  that 
this  Vote  should  come  up  for  discussion 
in  a  House  which  had  not  had  a  Report 
since  1897.  These  Reports  had  always 
been  very  late,  and  it  was  extremely 
difficult,  of  course,  to  discuss  general  ques- 
tions in  connection  with  the  Army  medical 
service  unless  the  Reports  were  better  up 
to  date  than  that.  The  Report  of  1897 
was  an  extremely  interesting  one.  There 
were  several  experiments  being  tried, 
and  it  was  essential  to  ascertain  how 
those  experiments  had  been  carried  out. 
He  had  reason  to  believe,  from  articles 
that  had  appeared  in  the  British  Medimi 
Journal^  that  the  experiments  had  been 
most  successful.  It  was  a  matter  of  the 
greatest  importance  to  the  Army  that 
these  questions  should  be  properly  dealt 
with  in  the  most  scientific  manner. 

Mr.  ARNOLD-FORSTER  (Belfast,  W.) 
said  he  should  like  to  ask  some  information 
as  to  the  medical  condition  of  the  troops 
sent  to  the  front.  His  hon.  friend  had  re- 
ferred to  the  condition  in  which  the  troops 
arrived  at  Cape  Town.  He  had  in  his  hand 
an  extract  from  an  article  which  appeared  in 
one  of  the  medical  journals,  and  that  article 
made  statements  which,  if  they  were  facts, 
were  really  very  serious.  It  was  from  the 
special  correspondent  at  Cape  Town  of  the 
British  Medical  Journal,  He  stated  that  a 
great  nunjiber  of  the  troops  amving  there 
ought  never  to  have  been  despatched,  and 
that  after  spending  a  time  in  the  hospital 
there  they  had  to  be  returned  to  this 
country.     The  writer  said — 

"It  is  perfectly  true  that  the  average 
Reservist  is  a  better  developed  man  than  his 
comrade  with  the  colour8,but  it  is  unfortunately 
true  that  both  KeBervists  and  Militiamen  con- 
tain a  very  large  number  of  "lame  diick^'* 
hopelessly  incapable  of  going  to  the  front. 
This  is  not  the  case  to  any  appreciable  extent 
with  the  colours  men,  who  are  obvioii«ly 
under  such  continual  observation  as  to 
render  it  very  unlikely  that  any  obvioiwly 
unfit  men  could  be  drafted  for  foreign 
service.  But  the  percentage  of  others  who 
are  lioing  landed  here,  and  sent  to  the 
station  hospital  with  the  immediate  result  of 
being  marked  for  redrafting  to  England,  is  far 
greater  than  would  have  been  the  cane  had  an 
efficient  system  of  inspection  been  adopted  on 
your  side.  I  am  inclined  to  connect  the 
number  of  lame  ducks  with  the  deKcient  pa-- 
sonncl  of  the  R.A.M.C.  l*Yom  the  obiect 
lessons  one  is  seeing  here  it  in  quite  evident 
that  the  examinations  at  home  have  lieen  con- 
ducted either  by  men  who  do  not  underf  tand 
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military  requirements,  or  by  men  who  were  so 
pressed  for  time  that  they  liad  to  run  through 
the  work  at  a  epeed  wliich  does  not  permit 
thorough  investi^tion.  On  no  other  supposition 
could  one  explain  the  fact  that  cases}  of  dis- 
tinct phthisb,  of  renal  dinease,  of  well  marked 
tertiarj'  syphilis  of  ulcer  of  leg,  of  large  vari- 
cose veins*  of  varicocele,  of  inguinal  hernia 
(old),  of  chronic  gonorrhoea,  of  pretty  distinct 
valvular  disoi^e  of  the  heart,  and  similar  ail- 
ments have  been  landed  here,  and  can  only  be 
sent  back  again  ;  and  this  not  in  ones  or  twos, 
but  in  a  very  fair  proportion." 

That  pointed  to  an  imperfection  in  the 
arrangements  in  connection  with  the 
medical  examination  of  the  troops  sent 
out,  and  he  thought  the  time  had  come 
for  a  change  of  procedure  in  that  matter. 
Another  subject  which  called  for  atten- 
tion was  the  report  that  on  board  trans- 
ports adequate  arrangements  had  not 
been  made  by  which  men  suffering  from 
infectious  diseases  could  be  separated 
from  the  rest.  That  was  indeed  a  painful 
matter,  and  as  it  had  been  adverted  to  in 
a  prominent  medical  journal  it  ought  to 
receive  some  attention. 

♦Sir  WALTER  FOSTER  (Derbyshire, 

Ilkeston)  said  the  facts  mentioned  by  the 

hon.  Member  constituted  one  of  the  most 

serious  charges    which   had  been   made 

with  reference  to  the  efficiency  of  the 
medical  examination  of  the  troops.  The 
number  of  invalids  arriving  for  whom 
accommodation  had  to  be  provided  had 
become  so  great  that  a  pavilion  or  tem- 
porary building  had  had  to  be  put  up  in 
order  to  receive  the  decrepit  persons  sent 
out  to  South  Africa  for  active  service. 
There  was  no  doubt  whatever  of  the  fact 
that  a  large  number  of  cases  of  chronic 
disease  had  been  sent  out  to  South 
Africa,  and  these  ought  to  have  been  recog- 
nised at  home.  These  men  had  become 
a  burden  rather  than  an  aid  to  the  Army. 
He  wished  to  know  whether  the  Under 
Secretary  would  inquire  into  this  matter. 
The  Royal  Army  Medical  Corps  had  done 
their  duty  splendidly,  and  shown  great 
courage  ana  devotion,  but  it  had 
notoriously  been  weakened  in  numbers  in 
recent  vears,  and  the  pick  of  the  corps 
having  been  sent  to  South  Africa,  it  was 
necessary  to  supplement  those  left  at 
home  by  civilians.  It  was  possible  that 
the  errors  that  had  been  made  in  sending 
men  to  South  Africa  who  were  not 
physically  fit  for  duty  might  be  due  not 
to  the  Royal  Army  Medical  Corps  but  to 
the  temporary  civilian  substitutes  who 
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had  examined  them  before  passing  them 
as  fit  for  foreign  service..  It  was  desir- 
able to  have  a  stronger  Army  MedicsJ 
Corps  than  we  had,  and  he  regretted  that 
a  larger  increase  was  not  contemplated 
than  that  proposed.  We  wanted  a  larger 
number  of  men,  and  if  there  was  any 
difficulty  in  getting  them  we  should  ofiTer 
greater  inducements  to  men  to  join  the 
service.  We  had  given  them  what  was 
required  so  far  as  rank  was  concerned, 
and  we  should  probably  have  to  give  them 
an  increase  of  pay.  There  had  been  in 
this  respect  a  somewhat  lavish  generosity, 
if  he  might  put  it  in  those  terms,  on  the 
part  of  the  War  Office  with  reference  to 
the  civilian  officers  who  had  gone  to  do 
duty  at  the  front.  The  War  Office  did 
very  good  service  in  sending  out  the  two 
distinguished  surgeons  who  first  proceeded 
to  help  their  army  medical  brethren  in 
the  care  of  the  wounded.  It- was  a  very 
fine  piece  of  work  to  send  Sir  William 
MacCormac  and  Mr.  Treves  to  the  front. 
Reports  had  reached  us  of  the  valuable 
services  they  had  done,  but  it  was  not 
necessary  that  every  consulting  surgeon^ 
sent  to  the  front  should  be  treated  as  the 
most  distinguished  gentleman  in  the  pro- 
fession. He  wished  to  know  whether  it  was 
a  fact  that  one  of  those  distinguished  aur- 

feons  wished  to  take  an  assistant  out  with 
im,  and  that  the  War  Office,  in  agreeing 
to  this,  rated  the  assistant  at  the  same  rate 
as  his  principal,  giving  him  £5,000  a 
year.  When  a  man  was  taken  out  as  an 
assistant  by  a  senior  it  was  wrong  to  give 
a  salary  absolutely  unnecessary  and 
extmvagant  to  the  gentleman  selected 
for  the  purpose.  By  all  means  let  \xb 
select  the  best  men  we  could  set  and 
pay  them  handsomely,  but  if  the  War 
Office  could  not  make  a  difference  in  such 
a  case  as  this,  and  pix)eeeded  on  the  old 
red  tape  system  of  which  the  Department 
had  been  accused,  there  was  not  a 
proper  use  of  the  public  funds  of  the 
country  in  this  particular  matter.  He 
also  called  attention  to  the  great  preval- 
ence which  had  been  noticed,  and  especi- 
ally at  Ladysmith,  of  typhoid  fever.  He 
thought  that  in  the  deoates  last  year  it 
was  pointed  out  that  L*adysmith  was  not 
a  healthy  place,  that  it  was  likely  to  be 
ravaged  more  or  less  by  fever,  and  that 
its  water  was  not  altogether  satisfactory. 
These  criticisms  had  been  amply  verified 
by  the  terrible  experience  we  had 
had  in  that  beleaguered  position.  That 
was     a     condition     of     things     which. 
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would   have    been    avoided   if   a   larger 
amount  of  care  had  been  taken  in  select- 
ing Ladysmith  as  a  place  for  t^e  collec- 
tion of  supplies.     Similar  conditions  had 
been  going  on  in  various  camps  in  con- 
nection   with     the    operations     on     the 
Modder  River  and  other  places,  and  he 
hoped  that  the  War  Office  would  see  that 
attention  was  paid  not  only  to  the  surgi- 
cal aspects  of  the  war,  but  also  to  the 
sanitary  aspects  of  the  administration  of 
the    Army    Medical    Department.     The 
responsibility  was  thrown  upon  them  not 
only  of   selecting    suitable    stations    for 
occupation    by    the    troops,  but  also  of 
taking  all    the    precautions  which  were 
requisite    with    the    view    of    stamping 
out     disease.        These     diseases      were 
nearly    all    preventable,    and   the    most 
-vigorous  efforts  should  be  taken  to  pre- 
vent enteric  fever,  which  had  prevailed 
amon^    the    troops.      He    believed    our 
ambulances  had  not  been  found  to  be  as 
useful  as  the  ambulances  of  our  enemies, 
who  had  lighter  carts.     He  was  told  by 
people    of    great    experience     in    these 
matters  that  we  made  a  great  mistake  in 
having  our  ambulance  wagons  too  heavy. 
The  rule  that  ought  to  be  followea  was 
to  have  the  lightest  possible  wagon  for 
the  roughest  country,  but  that  was  a  rule 
on  which  we  had  not  proceeded  in  the 
building  of  ambulance  carts.     He  hoped 
that,  whatever  might  be  the  outcome  of 
the  criticisms  now  offered,  one  effect  of 
the  debate  would  be  a  greater  number 
of  candidates  for  the  Royal  Army  Medi- 
cal Service.     The  last  examination  for  the 
Royal  Army  Medical  Corps  was  not  so  satis- 
factory as  it  should  have  been  in  regard  to 
the  number  of  applicants,  and  he  hoped  the 
medical   schools  throughout  the  country 
would  take  this  matter  up.     He  thought 
that  a  modification  of  the  examination 
such  as  his  hon.  friend  suggested  might 
be    useful.      We    ought     to    have    the 
•examination  more  in  a  special  direction, 
and  not  in  a  general  direction.     That, 
if  followed  up,  as  it  was  usually,  imder 
present    conditions,   with  experience    at 
Netley  six  months  before  the  men  were 
attached   to    any    barracks    or    medical 
service,  would  give  the  complete  medical 
education   necessary.      We  should    give 
inducements  to  the  highest  class  of  men 
who  entered  the  profession  to  enter  the 
Array.      It    was  an   object  of  ambition 
which  ought  to  attract  the  highest  class 
of  men,  for    it  was  a  service  not  only 
carrying  out  the  beneficent  aims  of  the 


profession  generally,  but  when  the  suf- 
fering was  incurred  for  their  country's 
sake. 

♦Colonel  BLUNDELL  (Lancashire, 
Ince)  said  the  system  by  which  the  Army 
Medical  Department  was  separated  from 
the  regiment  had  failed  in  some  respects. 
They  had  behaved  admirably  in  the  Egyp- 
tian campaign,  and  also  in  this,  yet  when 
they  were  at  home  there  was  a  severance 
between  the  services  which  ought  not  to 
exist.  He  wished  to  impress  on  the 
Under  Secretary  that  a  medical  officer 
should  be  attached  to  a  regiment  for  a 
certain  period  of  time,  and  in  the  Army 
List  the  regiment  to  which  he  was 
attached  should  be  notified,  to  show 
whether  he  had  served  with  a 
mounted  corps  or  not.  He  sincerely 
trusted  that  much  consideration  would  be 
given  to  this  subject,  for  he  felt  sure  that 
it  would  have  a  very  marked  effect  upon 

fetting    young    gentlemen    to   join   the 
ledical  Corps. 

Mr.  WASON  (Clackmannan  and  Kin- 
ross) asked  whether  any  statistics  could 
be  given  as  to  the  number  of  deaths  of 
those  who  had  been  inoculated  by  toxin 
against  typhoid  fever. 

Mr.  galloway  (Manchester,  S.W.) 
drew  attention  to  the  delay  that  had 
occurred  in  the  payments  to  the  wives  of 
the  men  who  had  been  called  out.  There 
had  been  considerable  delay  in  the  pay- 
masters* department,  and  he  concluded 
that  must  have  been  caused  by  some  fault 
on  the  part  of  the  paymasters.  He 
wished  the  Under  Secretary  to  give  par- 
ticular attention  to  this  point,  and  to  sec 
that  this  department  of  the  War  Office 
was  not  in  future  so  remiss  as  it  had 
been. 

The  under  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  FOR  WAR  (Mr.  Wyndham, 
Dover):  We  all  know  how  keen  an 
interest  the  hon.  Member  for  South-west 
Manchester  has  taken  in  this  question  of 
payments  to  the  wives  of  Reservists.  In 
reply  to  the  hon.  Member,  I  ^rish  to 
'  make  it  quite  clear  that  the  charge  is 
not  against  the  Army  Medical  Depart- 
ment at  all,  but  against  the  paymasters. 
The  delay  complained  of  has  not  been  due 
to  any  fault  on  the  part  of  the  paymasters, 
but  to  the  fact  that  under  the  present 
system  of  various  districts    the    Army 
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Medical  Corps  is  located  for  this  purpose 
in  the  Home  District  of  the  other  corps, 
and,  therefore,  the  paymasters  of  one  dis- 
trict have  much  more  work  to  do  on  such 
an  occasion  as  the  present  than  the  pay- 
masters of  other  districts.  It  is  a  case 
of  the  weakest  link  in  the  chain ;  but  it 
is  a  question  whether  the  different 
departments  ought  not  to  be  strengthened 
in  that  and  similar  districts,  owing  to 
'  the  greater  pressure  put  upon  them  when 
mobilisation  takes  place.  It  is  true 
that  the  Committee  cannot  pay  too 
high  a  tribute  to  the  fortitude,  courage, 
and  efficiency  of  the  medical  officers  which 
have  been  displayed.  They  were  not 
exalted  by  the  joy  and  intoxication  of 
battle ;  they  were  sustained  alone  by 
their  devotion  to  suffering  humanity,  and 
this  rendered  their  services,  in  my  opinion, 
all  the  more  heroic.  The  medical  schools, 
in  supplying  candidates,  had  fulfilled 
their  part  of  the  bargam,  to  which  the 
Department  was  the  other  party.  The 
result  has  been,  I  hope,  satisfactory  to 
them,  as  it  has  been  to  the  Army ;  but 
the  Department  does  not  reap  the  whole 
results  of  such  a  change  in  the  first  or 
second  year.  The  next  point  raised  was 
that  the  pre**ent  numbers  of  the  Royal 
Army  Medical  Corps  were  not  adequate 
to  the  size  of  the  Army.  We  may 
expect  that  the  inducements  which  have 
been  offere«l  will,  in  the  course  of  the 
next  few  years,  give  us  numbers  even 
more  satisfactory  than  those  which  have 
been  foith coining  recently.  It  would  be 
impossible  to  keep  up  at  all  times  an 
establishment  of  the  Royal  Army  Medical 
Corps  which  would  be  adequate  to  a 
time  when  we'  were  mobilising  the 
whole  of  the  Army  for  an  expedition. 
Before  the  ^av  we  had  107,000  Regular 
troops  in  this  country ;  at  this  moment 
we  have,  or  will  have  very  soon,  180,000 
troops  in  Sout  i  Africa  alone,  who  have 
to  look  for  assistance  either  to  the  Army 
Medical  Corps  or  co  the  civilian  doctors 
who  have  been  given  salaries.  In  addi- 
tion ther  •  are  100,000  troops  in  this 
country,  and  if  the  Army  Medical  Corps 
were  to  be  sufficient  to  deal  with  the 
present  number,  it  would  have  to  be  three 
times  as  lari^e  as  would  be  necessary  one 
year  in  twenty — certainly  one  year  in  ten. 
Reference  has  been  made  to  the  great 
services  of  Sir  William  MacCormac  and 
Mr.  Trrves,  but  I  am  very  soiTy  that  the 
opinion  was  expressed  by  some  hon.  Gen- 
tlemen that  the  services  of  the  other  five 
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consulting  surgeons  had  been  too  gene- 
rously recognised.  A  surgeon,  of  the  stand- 
ing these  gentlemen  have  achieved,  who- 
goes  out  to  South  Africa,  not  only  risks 
his  life,  but  makes  a  great  financial  sacri- 
fice. His  income  is  to  be  told  in  thousands,, 
and  to  leave  a  clientele  of  that  size  in 
order  to  proceed  to  South  Africa,  with  the 
possibility  of  not  returning  for  five,  six, 
or  seven  months,  is  really,  in  addition  to- 
the  personal  sacrifice,  making  a  present  of 
£5,000  or  £6,000,  or  perhaps  £10,000, 
to  the  taxpayers  of  this  country.  There- 
fore I  do  not  think  that  £5,000  a  year  is 
a  shilling  too  much  to  pay  for  the 
war  services  of  these  gentlemen. 
Then  my  hon.  friend  suggested  that 
ive  should  offer  such  inducements 
to  the  Royal  Army  Medical  Corps  as 
would  enable  us  to  obtain  the  heads  of  the 
medical  profession.  Why,  we  should  like 
for  the  fighting  branches  of  the  ser\ice 
to  be  given  a  call  on  the  ablest  brains  in 
this  country,  but  when  they  command 
anything  from  £5,000  to  £50,000  in  the 
market  we  cannot  have  them  in  any  pro- 
fusion. We  are,  however,  anxious  to 
secure  the  best  we  can,  and  we  hope,  \vith 
respect  to  the  Army  Medical  Corps,  as 
with  respect  to  every  other  branch  of  the 
service,  that  gradually  we  may  be  able  to 
improve  the  conditions  under  which  the 
men  serve,  and  thereby  secure  the  best 
material  within  our  reach.  The  hon. 
Members  for  West  Belfast  and  East 
Norfolk  drew  my  attention  to  some 
reports  in  the  Brithh  Medical  Jourwd, 
in  which  it  is  alleged  that  a  number  of 
men  had  been  landed  in  South  Africa 
who  were  at  once  invalided  home  or  sent 
into  hospital.  We  ought  to  be  given  an 
opportunity  to  examine  into  these  allega- 
tions, as  they  deserve  and  shall  receive 
examination,  but  I  think  the  passage 
quoted  by  my  hon.  friend  points  ex- 
clusively to  reservists  and  militiamen. 
Do  not  let  it  go  abroad  that  there  has 
been  a  great  amount  of  sickness  in  South 
Africa.  There  is  no  comparison  between 
this  expedition  and  any  other  expedition 
of  which  we  have  any  record  in  this  or 
any  other  country.  The  percentage  of 
sickness  has  been  far  lower  than  in  anv 
other  case  of  which  we  have  any  record^ 
but  in  respect  of  particular  corps 
there  have  been  some  preventable  cases. 
By  all  means  let  us  examine  into  them, 
but  do  not  let  us  do  it  in  such  a  way  as 
to  create  an  erroneous  impression  in  the 
outside  world.      As  the  hon.  Baronet  has 
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said,  it  may  be  that  some  civilian  practi- 
tioners have  not  their  eyes  trained  to 
detect  certain  chronic  complaints  which 
are  injurious  to  the  soldier.  That  may 
be  so,  but  I  think  I  have  proved  that 
when  we  are  despatching  a  force  of  the 
size  now  in  South  Africa  we  must  bring 
to  our  aid  a  certain  amount — indeed  a 
great  amount — of  civilian  assistance,  and  it 
may  be  that  the  special  attention  usually 
paid  has  not  been  paid  to  those  chronic 
complaints  with  which  military  officers 
are  now  acquainted  in  their  bearing  on 
soldiers.  As  to  Ladysmith,  I  did  not 
quite  follow  the  argument  of  the  hon. 
Baronet.  It  is  quite  true  that  enteric 
fever  was  prevalent  in  Ladysmith,  and 
the  hon.  Baronet  says  it  was  also  pre- 
valent in  other  camps.  It  is  so  in  every 
camp  where  men  are  encamped  for  a 
lengthy  period  on  one  spot.  But  the 
Royal  Army  Medical  Corps  have  made 
an  enormous  advance  in  sanitary  matters 
in  recent  years.  Great  attention  has 
been  bestowed  upon  the  conditions  which 
enable  us  to  fight  with  this  disease,  and, 
taking  it  all  round,  I  believe  that  the 
amount  of  enteric  fever  in  this  campaign 
is  very  much  lower  than  it  was, 
for  instance,  in  the  Soudan.  That  I 
attribute  partly,  no  doubt,  to  the  climate 
in  South  Africa,  but  also  largely  to  the 
progress  made  in  the  sanitation  of  camps. 
As  to  inoculation,  the  first  experiments 
did  not  cover  any  great  number  of  men, 
and  I  think  the  Committee  will  agree 
with  me  that  what  we  have  done  is 
prudent,  namely,  to  wait  for  the  experi- 
ence of  the  campaign  generally  before 
drawing  up  statistics.  That  applies  also 
to  the  Medical  Report       My  hon.  and 

fallant  friend  the  Member  for  the  Ince 
division  invited  us  to  return  to  the  system 
of  each  regiment  having  its  own  doctor. 
There  is  much  to  be  said  for  it.  Anyone 
who  has  served  in  a  regiment  with  its  own 
doctor  knows  what  a  friend  and  counsellor 
he  becomes  to  officers  and  men,  but  I  do  not 
know  that  I  can  hold  out  any  hope  that 
that  will  be  done,  even  in  the  modified 
form  advocated  by  my  hon.  and  gallant 
friend,  in  the  immediate  future.  I  doubt 
whether  it  is  possible.  The  Royal  Army 
Medical  Corps  is  treated  as  a  part  of  the 
Armv,  and  it  must  stand  on  all  fours  with 
the  Royal  Engineers  or  any  other  branch 
of  the  service. 

Sir  WALTER  FOSTER  :    I  am  very 
glad  to  have  heard  the  words  of  the  hon. 


Gentleman  in  reference  to  the  services 
rendered  by  the  Army  Medical  Corps,  and 
they  will  be  welcomed  by  every  member 
of  that  distinguished  body.  With 
reference  to  the  distinguished  surgeons 
sent  out  to  South  Africa,  I  do  not  think 
£5,000  is  an  excessive  salary.  I  agree  with 
every  word  which  the  hon.  Gentleman  has 
said  asto  that,  with  this  exception,that  when 
one  of  these  gentlemen  tooK  an  assistant 
with  him  the  assistant  was  placed  on  the 
same  rank  as  himself.  That  was  un- 
necessary generosity  on  the  part  of  the 
War  Office,  and  if  followed  generally  it  is 
likely  to  lead  to  the  abuse  of  the  whole 
system.  That  is  the  point  I  wish  to  press 
on  the  attention  of  the  War  Office.  It 
was  an  unnecessary  step  to  place  all  these 
surgeons  on  the  same  rank,  when  they 
had  not  the  same  rank  either  in  the  pro- 
fession or  in  the  hospitals  with  which 
they  were  connected.  It  was  placing 
juniors  on  a  level  with  seniors,  and 
putting  the  country  to  unnecessary  ex- 
pense. Some  of  the  surgeons  were,  among 
other  duties,  to  report  on  the  organisation 
of  the  hospitals,  and  I  wish  to  know 
whether  these  Reports  will  be  published 
as  Parliamentary  Papers. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  In  all  probability ; 
but  I  cannot  give  a  definite  undertaking. 

Mr.  CHANNING  (Northamptonshire, 
E.) :  The  Army  Medical  Corps  has  been 
strengthened,  and  very  materially  helped 
by  the  great  self-sacrifice  and  devotion  of 
the  members  of  local  ambulance  corps  who 
have  volunteered.  In  my  own  county, 
where  these  ambulance  corps  are  very 
strong,  the  members  have  volunteered, 
and  have  taken  dangerous  and  difficidt 
service  at  the  front,  or  are  rendering 
service  in  tending  the  wounded  on  the 
way  home.  I  wish  to  place  on  record  the 
appreciation,  which  I  am  sure  the  Committee 
feel,  of  the  self-sacrifice  and  devotion  of 
these  men. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  And  with  them  we 
must  couple  the  nursing  sisters. 

Mr.  JAMES  LOWTHER  (Kent, 
Thanet) :  The  question  which  I  desire  to 
raise  comes,  I  think,  within  the  province 
of  the  Financial  Secretary  to  the  War 
Office.  It  is  the  question  of  the  supply 
of  medical  stores  to  the  Army.  I  do  not 
wish  to  anticipate  any  discussion  which 
may  be  raised  on  a  specific  Vote  with 
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reference  to  complaints  as  to  Army 
stores,  bnt  I  apprehend  that  the  system, 
or  want  of  system,  by  which  defective 
stores  are  passed  by  officers  whose  duty 
it  is  to  guard  against  fraud,  cannot  have 
a  more  serious  result  than  in  the  Medical 
Department.  A  large  sum  is  included  in 
this  Vote  for  medical  stores,  and  I 
should  like  to  ask  what  precautions  are 
taken  with  regard  to  them  to  prevent 
fraudulent  transactions  such  as  have 
recently  been  brought  before  the  public. 
I  am  bound  to  say  that  the  complaints  I 
have  heard  with  respect  to  the  medical 
stores  arose  from  their  being  kept  too  long 
in  stock  before  use,  which  I  think  is  un- 
avoidable. When  stores  have  to  be  laid 
by  in  advance  in  large  quantities,  it  is 
almost  impossible  in  some  instances  to 
prevent  their  efficacy  being  impaired.  It 
is  to  a  much  more  serious  question,  how- 
ever, that  I  wish  to  direct  attention. 
What  are  the  precautions  taken  by  the 
Government  to  prevent  defective  medical 
«tores  being  palmed  off  by  contractors? 
What  the  War  Office  chiefly  relies  on 
is  the  terrible  penalty  of  striking 
such  contractors  off  the  Government  list. 
That  is  of  course  a  very  proper  penalty 
"with  which  to  visit  all  those  guilty  of  the 
«erioas  xsrime  of  not  only  committing 
deliberate  firaud  but  of  rendering  the 
efficiency  of  Her  Majesty's  ser^'ice  in 
war  ineffective.  But  that  is  a  penalty 
which  is  viewed  with  equanimity  by  con- 
tractors. Only  the  other  day  a  case  was 
mentioned  in  this  House  in  which  a  con- 
tractor who  had  been  caught  red-handed 
and  struck  off  the  list  for  malpractice  re- 
appeared under  a  new  name  and  was  able 
to  continue  to  perpetrate  the  fraud  of 
which  he  had  been  already  convicted.  I 
do  not  blame  the  Financial  Secretary  to 
the  War  Office,  whose  sense  of  public  duty 
would  prompt  him   to  do  his  utmost  to 

fuard  against  any  illegalities  of  any 
ind;  but  I  do  not  hesitate  to 
say  that  among  subordinate  officials 
there  is  a  deliberate  attempt  to  screen 
these  offenders  and  to  hush  up  flagrant 
and  glaring  scandals.  I  asked  for  a  Re- 
turn showing  the  Christian  names,  sur- 
names, and  addresses  of  all  contractors, 
including  partners  in  firms  and  directors 
of  companies,  struck  off  the  Government 
list  in  connection  with  the  supply  of 
defective  stores  used  by  Her  Majesty's 
forces  during  the  current  financial  year, 
the  names  and  rank  of  the  officei's  respon- 
^il^le  for  the  acceptance  of  such  defective 

Mr.  Jame^  Lowther. 


stores,  and  the  description  of  the  said 
stores.  My  hon.  friend  would  not  give  me 
that  Return,  but  he  would  grant  a  Return 
showing  the  names  of  contractors  struck 
off  the  list  in  connection  with  the  supply 
of  stores  to  the  field  force  in  South  Africa. 
I  want  to  have  the  names  of  the  malefactors 
who  supply  defective  stores  at  home,  and 
I  want  to  show  them  up.  When  I  asked 
my  hon.  friend  a  question  on  the 
subject  he  said  there  was  no  necessity  for 
such  a  Return,  because  only  two  indi- 
viduals had  been  guilty  of  these  offences. 
It  now  turns  out  that  my  hon.  friend  was 
misinformed.  [Mr.  Powell- Williams 
dissented.]  Well,  if  he  were  not  misin- 
formed, he  did  not  give  the  House  the 
facts.  I  conclude  he  was  informed.  One 
of  these  firms,  Bennett  and  Son 

The  chairman  :  I  do  not  think  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  would  be  entitled 
to  discuss  the  cases  of  Underwood  and 
Bennett  on  this  Vote  unless  he  can  show 
that  they  attempted  to  pass  off  defective 
medical  stores  on  the  ^\  ar  Office. 

Mr.  JAMES  LOWTHER :  I  wUl 
confine  myself  to  the  vendors  of  bad 
physic  and  pills,  and  I  say  that  precau- 
tions should  be  taken  against  the  supply 
of  castor  oil  by  a  contractor  who  had  been 
previously  struck  off  the  list  under 
another  name.  Any  firm  stmck  off  for 
supplying  bad  medical  stores  should  not 
be  again  allowed  to  supply  any  goods  to 
Government  agents.  If  such  a  firm  re- 
appears under  another  name  and  is  taken 
on  again,  the  impression  created  in  the 
public  mind  is  that  someone  in  a  respon- 
sible position  desires  to  screen  those  guilty 
of  so  great  a  crime.  The  Return  I  desire 
is  not  confined  to  any  one  commodity.  I 
refer  to  all  contracts,  including  medical  con- 
tracts, and  I  wish  to  know  whether  my  hon. 
friend  will  give  the  Return  in  the  form  I 
ask  for.  It  is  most  important  that  it 
should  go  forth  clearly  that  no  attempt, 
however  influenced,  will  permit  this 
House  from  insisting  on  a  true  and  com- 
plete exposure  of  all  transactions  of  this 
kind.  To  put  the  matter  in  order  I 
will  move  tne  reduction  of  the  Vote  by 
£100. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  ItemE  (Cost  of  Medicines)  be 
reduced  by  £100." — {Mr,  James  Loidher.) 

*SiR  CHARLES    DILKE  (Gloucester- 
shire,  Forest  of  Dean)  :    There   are  at 
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least  two  hon.  Members  interested  in  this 
matter,  and  I  wish  to  know  whether  the 
question  of  the  supply  of  stores  is  to  be 
taken  on  this  Vote  or  not. 

Mr,  WYNDHAM  :  It  would  be  very 
inconvenient  to  discuss  this  great  and 
important  question  on  the  Medical  Vote. 
It  has  not  been  suggested  that  there 
have  been  any  malpractices  in  connection 
with  the  supply  of  medical  stores. 

Mr.  JAMES  LOWTHER :  Will  the 
hon.  Gentleman  eive  us  a  fixed  time  for 
the  discussion  ?  I  am  quite  ready  to  meet 
his  views,  but  if  we  have  to  look  through 
the  Votes  to  be  taken  day  by  day  it  is 
not  good  enough. 

♦Sir  CHARLES  DILKE :  I  assume  we 
^vill  not  be  prevented  from  discussing  this 
question  again. 

*Thk  chairman  :  It  seems  to  me 
that  it  would  be  more  convenient  to  take 
it  in  its  proper  place,  because  if  it  is  dis- 
cussed now  hon.  Grentlemen  will  have  to 
submit  hypothetical  arguments  and  assume 
that  matters  have  occurred  which  have 
not  occiu'red. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM :  If  the  Vote  on 
which  it  can  properly  be  discussed  is  not 
reached  to-night,  I  will  consult  with  the 
Leader  of  the  House  as  to  time  being 
given  for  the  discussion. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Dr.  FARQUHARSON  :  There  is  one 
point  which  the  hon.  (Gentleman  did  not 
answer.  Under  the  favourable  conditions 
which  I  hope  will  exist  after  the  termina- 
tion of  the  war,  will  the  medical  officers 
in  the  Armv  be  allowed  "  study  leave,"  to 
be  devoted  to  rubbing  off  the  rust  of 
absence  from  the  hospitals  t 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  That  question  will 
be  considered  when  the  time  arrives. 

Dr.  tanner  (Cork  County,  Mid) : 
The  Naval  authorities  have  taken  this 
matter  up,  and  it  would  be  well  to  extend 
it  also  to  the  Army. 

Mr.  JEFFREYS  (Hampshire,  N.) : 
May  I  ask  what  steps  are  being  taken  to 
inoculate  against  fever  the  troops  now 
going  out  to  South  Africa?    Inoculation 
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is  now  known  to  be  a  great  preventative 
against  fever.  I  would  also  wish  to  know 
whether  the  subject  matter  used  for  in- 
oculation is  perfectly  pure. 

Captain  JESSEL  (St.  Pancras,  S.) : 
The  hon.  Gentleman  has  not  answered 
the  point  raised  about  the  ambulances. 
It  has  been  contended  that  our  ambu- 
lances are  not  as  good  as  those  of  the 
B^ers.  The  other  day  the  Financial 
Secretary  to  the  War  Office  told  us  that 
the  War  Office  were  satisfied  that  our 
ambulances  were  as  good  as  the  ambu- 
lances of  any  foreign  rower. 

♦General  LAURIE  (Pembroke) 
desired  before  the  Vote  was  passed  to 
draw  attention  to  the  apparently  large  sum 
that  had  been  voted  for  civilian  and  retired 
medical  officers.  In  times  of  war  we  might 
well  have  to  fall  back  on  civilian  and  re- 
tired medical  officers,  but  it  was  only  reason- 
able to  assume  that  in  times  of  peace  the 
active  establishment  should  be  sufficiently 
strong  to  do  all  the  work  which  was  im- 
posed upon  the  department.  To  have  to 
fall  back  in  peace  times  upon  civilian  and 
retired  medical  officers  seemed  to  him  to 
be  both  unreasonable  and  unjust. 

Mr.  BARTLEY  (IsUngton,  N.)  wished 
to  put  a  question  with  regard  to  the 
nurses  who,  when  they  were  obliged  to 
leave  Johannesburg  in  the  early  stages  of 
the  war,  had  come  to  Cape  Town  and  had 
been  refused  work,  although  the  Cape 
Town  hospitals  were  very  full  and  tne 
hospital  staff  was  overworked.  Forty 
nurses  came  down  to  Cape  Town,  and  all 
were  fully  qualified  and  anxious  to  work, 
but  their  services  were  not  accepted 
owing  to  some  technical  red  tape  rule  that 
they  were  not  under  military  regulations. 
He  would  be  dad  to  have  some  informa- 
tion on  the  suDJect. 

♦Colonel  WELBY  (Taunton)  asked 
the  Under  Secretary  if  his  attention  had 
been  drawn  to  a  peculiar  form  of  hospital 
cart,  carrying  the  Geneva  Red  Cross,  used 
by  the  Boers.  When  it  was  opened  it 
contained  apparently  nothing  but  medical 
jars  and  bottles,  but  when  the  sides  were 
hinged  back  it  was  found  to  be  full  of 
Krupp  ammunition. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  I  have  no  infor- 
mation as  to  the  ingenious  appliance 
referred  to  by  my  hon.  and  gallant  friend. 
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1  have  taken  great  interest  in  the  matter 
of  ambulance  wagons,  and  they  seem  to 
the  eye  of  one  who  is  not  an  expert  ad- 
mirably constructed  for  the  purpose.  But 
no  doubt  the  peculiar  conditions  of  South 
Africa  might  render  it  desirable  to  have 
lighter  wagons.  That  is  one  of  the 
many  lessons  we  shall  have  to  learn  from 
this  war,  but  I  should  like  to  point  out 
that  we  can  never  hope  to  have  ambulance 
wagons  or  other  military  appliances 
which  will  be  suitable  to  every  climate 
and  all  the  conditions  under  which  the 
British  Army  may  be  called  upon  to  take 
the  field.  The  question  will,  of  course, 
engage  our  most  serious  attention.  As  to 
inoculation,  the  whole  system  is  volun- 
tary. Every  soldier  proceeding  to  South 
Africa  is  given  the  opportunity,  if  he 
wishes,  of  being  inoculated,  and  a  very 
large  number — nearly  60  per  cent,  in 
some  regiments — have  availed  themselves 
of  that  opportunity.  The  time  for  draw- 
ing conclusions  from  the  experiment  will 
be  when  we  have  the  whole  results  before 
us  at  the  end  of  the  campaign.  In  reply 
to  my  hon.  and  gallant  friend  the  Member 
for  Pembroke,  I  have  to  say  that  we  have 
offered  inducements  to  the  medical  colleges 
to  give  them  more  officers.  They  are 
giving  us  more  from  year  to  year,  and  we 
hope  that  the  stream  will  increase.  I 
think  I  can  hardly  reply  to  the  question 
of  his  hon.  friend  the  Member  for  Isling- 
ton. The  question  whether  nurses  should 
or  should  not  be  employed  must  be  within 
the  discretion  of  the  medical  officer  in 
charge  at  the  Cape,  and  I  have  no  infor- 
mation upon  which  I  can  criticise  his  acts. 
I  am  surprised  to  hear  that  he  should 
have  left  on  one  side  the  services  of  the 
admirable  kind  referred  to  by  my  hon 
friend. 

Mr.  BARTLE Y  :  The  matter  was  com- 
mented upon  very  considerably  at  the 
Cape,  where  they  failed  to  understand 
why  the  services  of  the  nurses  were 
refused. 

General  GOLDSWORTH  Y(Hammer- 
smith)  pointed  out  that  it  was  very  desir- 
able that  the  soldiers  should  have  medical 
attendance  until  they  had  quite  recovered, 
and  that  could  not  be  given  if  the  staff 
was  not  sufficiently  strong  by  reason  of  the 
medical  officers  being  constantly  moved 
from  one  place  to  another.  It  would  be 
impossible  to  make  such  arrangements  as 
would  benefit  the   soldiers  unless    some 
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scheme  was  adopted  of  having  medical 
officers  permanently  told  off  to  take 
charge  of  particular  places,  and  not 
removed  so  continuously  as  they  were  at 
present. 

Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Original  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

2.  Motion  made,  and  Question  pro- 
posed, "That  a  sum,  not  exceeding 
£2,288,000,  be  granted  to  Her  Majesty, 
to  defray  the  Charge  for  the  Pay,  Bounty, 
etc.,  of  the  Militia  (to  a  number  not  ex- 
ceeding 134,571,  including  30,000  Militia 
Reserve),  which  will  come  in  course  of 
payment  during  the  year  ending  on  the 
31st  day  of  March,  1901." 

*SiR  HERBERT  MAXWELL  (Wigton- 
shire)  desired  to  put  one  or  two  points 
with  regard  to  the  Militia  recruits.     His 
first    point    was    with    regard    to     the 
bounty  which  it  was  proposed  this  year  to 
increase.     It  was  not  clearly  shown  why 
there  was  a  decrease  of  £102,000  under 
the  sub-head.     The  second  point  was  the 
treatment  of  Militia  recruits  on  enlistment. 
He  thought  the  recniits  were  entitled  to 
expect   to   receive  from   the    authorities 
more  consideration  than  was  given  them 
at    present.        There    was     one     griev- 
ance   in     particular,   and  that   was    the 
way  in  which  the  recruits  were  clothed. 
It  was  at  the  present  time  the  practice  to 
put  them  into  what  was  called  half -worn 
clothing,  and  a  more  disgusting  practice 
could  not  be  conceived  than  to  take  a 
cleanly  lad  from  the  country  and  put  him 
into  clothes  which  had  been  already  worn 
for  one  or  two  trainings,  by  Heaven  knew 
whom.      By   imposing  a  degrading   and 
disgusting  condition  like  that  they   did 
all  in  their  power  to  deter  self-respecting 
lads  from  joining  the  Militia.      He  had 
already  ventured  to  urge  that  the  term 
"  Militia "   was   obsolete,  and  no  longer 
had  any  real  meaning  whatever.     AH  the 
Militia   regiments  had  now  become  the 
third  or  fourth  battalions  of  regiments  of 
the    line.       There    was    not    a    single 
Militia      regiment      in       the      countr}' 
at    this    moment,    and    he    would    like 
to    see  the   term    abolished    altogether. 
Owinff  to  the  embodiment  of  the  Militia 
and  tne  employment  of  a  large  number 
of  Militia  officers  abroad,  and  tjie  absence 
of    a    considerable    number    of    young 
officers  who  would,  under  the  ordinary 
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condition  of  things,  have  been  preparing 
at  home  with  crammers  for  the  examina- 
tions, it  would  be  very  reassuring  to  these 
young  men  and  to  their  parents  if  some- 
thing could  be  said  to  show  what  would 
be  their  position  when  the  Militia  came 
to  be  disembodied  a^in.  Supposing  the 
conditions  to  be  similar  to  those  in  opera- 
tion before  the  embodiment  of  the  Muitia, 
the  position  of  these  young  men  would  be 
very  much  impaired  by  the  interruption 
of  their  studies. 

Mr.  WARNER  (Staffordshire,  Lich- 
field) drew  attention  to  the  position  of 
sergeant-majors  of  the  Militia.  Now  that 
the  Militia  regiments  had  been  em- 
}K)died  they  would  receive  exactly  the 
same  pay  as  sergeant-majors  of  the 
R^ular  regiments,  but  for  some  un- 
known reason  they  were  not  allowed 
the  rank  of  warrant  officers.  We 
wanted  to  encourage  non-commissioned 
officers  to  enter  the  Militia,  but  if  they 
were  not  allowed  warrant  officers  rank 
the  consequence  would  be  that  we  should 
lose  a  great  many  men.  If  the  hon. 
Gentleman  would  grant  that  small  con- 
cession, and  give  them  the  rank  of  warrant 
officers,  we  should  get  a  number  of  the 
best  non-commissioned  officers  to  join. 
The  next  question  to  which  he  wished  to 
refer  was  that  of  bounties,  and  that  was 
really  a  very  serious  one.  Most  people 
who  took  an  interest  in  the  Army  Esti- 
mates thought  that  the  Militia  was  the 
most  defective  of  all  parts  of  the  service, 
and  yet  nothing  was  ever  being  done  to 
encourage  the  Militia.  This  year  some- 
thing was  being  done  which  certainly 
would  discourage  men  from  going  into 
the  Militia.  An  old  soldier  not  in  the 
Militia  was  offered  £22  to  serve  one  year, 
but  if  this  old  soldier  had  been  patriotic 
enough  to  join  the  Militia  some  time  past 
he  was  not  to  be  allowed  a  penny  more 
bounty  than  he  would  receive  by  joining 
for  this  year.  The  result  was  that  we 
were  putting  a  premium  on  old  soldiers 
not  eoing  into  the  Militia.  That  was  dis- 
tincUjr  a  way  of  doing  away  with  the 
Militia.  We  had  taken  a  long  time  to 
give  the  Militia  the  same  advantages  as 
other  branches  of  the  Reserve  n)rce6.  , 
We  had  reduced  that  branch  to  one- 1 
half  the  strength  it  ought  to  be,  but  in  ; 
this  case  we  were  actually  telling  men  ! 
that  they  would  suffer  by  joining  the 
Milida.  What  he  wanted  was  that  some 
extra  bounty  should  be    given   to    old 


soldiers  who  had  been  patriotic  enough  to 
be  in  the  Militia.  About  £3  or  £5  would 
make  all  the  difference.  He  referred  also 
to  the  question  of  publishing  what  the 
bounties  to  Militiamen  were  to  be.  The 
result  of  not  giving  a  statement  of  what 
the  bounties  were  to  be  was  that  we 
were  losing  the  advantage  of  so  many 
months,  and  that  so  many  fewer  recruits 
would  be  obtained.  If  we  waited  till 
the  summer  time  before  publishing  the 
bounties  we  should  not  get  the  same 
number  of  recruits  as  we  should  if  they 
were  published  now.  He  wished  a  satis- 
factory answer  on  that  point,  and  in 
order  to  get  an  answer  he  moved  the 
reduction  of  the  Vote  by  £100. 

Motion  made  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  a  sum  not  exceeding  £2,287,900 
be  granted  for  the  said  Service." — {Mr. 
Warner,) 

*Mr.  BILL  (Staffordshire,  Leek)  observed 
that  hitherto  there  had  been  no  difficulty 
in  inducing  old  soldiers  to  enlist  in  the 
Militia.     He  remembered  three  years  ago 
that  in  the  regiment  to  which  he  had  the 
honour  to  belong  he  had  a  strict  examina- 
tion made  of  the  number  of  old  Army 
men  who  were  serving  in  the  regiment  at 
that  time.     That  number  was  no  less  than 
250.     He   quite    agreed  with  the   hon. 
Member  who  said  that  those  men  ought 
to  look  to  the  Militia  as  their  ultimate 
military  course  of  action.     They  were  the 
backbone  of  the  Militia.     They  came  in 
at  a  time    when  they  had  a  dozen   or 
fifteen  vears  good  work  in  them,  and  any- 
thing that  could  be  done  to  bring  them 
into  the  Militia  ought  to  be  done.     With 
reference  to  what  the  Government  were 
going  to  do  for  the  Militia  in  the  coming 
year,  he  wished  to  draw  attention  to  one 
or  two  points.     In  the  case  of  the  4th 
Somerset  Light  Infantry,   which    sailed 
last  week  for  the  Cape,  he  stated  that 
they  went  out  to  Soutn  Africa  only  390 
men  strong.     What  was  the  reason  of 
that  ?     He  was  told  bv  the  hon.  Member 
for  North  Somerset,  who  was  a  major  in 
that  battalion,  that  no  less  than  150  men 
had  been  taken  away  from  that  regiment 
and  sent  to  the  Cape  to  fill  up  the  Line 
regiment  to  which  tney  belonged.    It  was 
absolutely  impossible  to  make  the  Militia 
a  useful  force  for  foreign  service  when 
they  were  emasculated  m  that  battalion 
way.     It  was  absolutely  impossible  that 
the  Militia  could  serve  two  masters.     It 
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ought  to  be  a  unit  complete  in  itself. 
Another  matter  he  wished  to  refer  to  had 
reference  to  musketry  training.  In  his 
own  regiment  there  were  no  less  than 
seventy-six  recruits  of  last  year  who 
had  never  had  a  rifle  in  their 
hands.  It  was  perfectly  possible  that 
these  men,  recruited  during  the  latter  part 
of  the  year^  could  have  had  some  sort 
of  preliminary  training,  but  instead 
of  that,  he  supposed  for  economical 
reasons,  they  had  been  told  that  their 
musketry  drill  would  be  postponed 
till  this  year.  The  consequence  was 
that  they  went  out  on  foreign  service 
absolutely  imorant  of  the  first  principles 
of  their  wonc.  That  was  a  matter  which 
ought  to  be  seriously  considered  by  the 
War  Office.  In  regard  to  the  suggestion 
as  to  doing  away  with  the  title  ofMilitia 
altogether,  he  expressed  the  hope  that 
that  would  never  be  entertained  by  the 
Government,  as  it  would  be  certain  to 
stop  recruiting.  The  Militia  was  a 
well  known  and  thoroughly  understood 
force,  and  he  trusted  the  Government 
would  do  their  best  to  bring  it  up  in 
every  way  to  the  level  of  the  Line. 

Major  RASCH  (Essex,  S.E.)  said  the 
Government  plan  with  reference  to  the 
soldiers  and  the  Militia  appeared  to  be 
"the  way  not  to  do  it."  He  did  not 
wish  to  elaborate  this  point,  which  had 
been  so  thoroughly  well  brought  before 
the  House  by  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
opposite.  The  strength  of  the  Militia 
was  nominally  130,000,  but  we  could 
only  put  45,000  men  in  the  field.  They 
had  no  staff,  no  transport,  and  no  guns, 
and  it  seemed  to  him  that  a  good  deal 
was  required  to  place  them  on  a  proper 
footing.  Surely,  if  their  services  were  of 
any  value  while  with  the  Militia  Battalion, 
the  Grovemment  ought  to  consider  that, 
and  remit  the  examination  in  September. 
He  trusted  the  Under  Secretary  for  War 
would  give  the  Committee  a  more  definite 
imderstanding  with  reference  to  that 
matter. 

Dr.  FARQUHARSON  did  not  see 
much  magic  in  the  different  name  pro- 
posed to  be  applied.  He  had  taken  a 
great  interest  in  this  question  on  account 
of  the  condition  into  which  the  Aberdeen 
Militia  had  unfortunately  fallen,  that 
body  having  decreased  in  numbers  from 
800  strong  to  about  250.  He  was  in- 
formed that    it  was  all  a  question    of 

Mr.  BUI 


bounties,  and  therefore  he  was  ^lad  to 
have  the  definite  statement  of  tne  War 
Office  on  that  point.  Would  the  hon. 
Gentleman  state  whether  the  War  Office 
had  yet  issued  the  order  superseding  the 
recruiting  instruction  of  April,  1897  t  It 
would  give  a  great  impulse  to  the  re- 
cruiting for  the  territorial  regiments  if 
that  order  could  be  issued  at  once. 

♦Sir  JOHN  COLOMB  (Great  Yar> 
mouthy  thought  the  decision  of  the 
authonties  with  regard  to  the  bounties 
was  a  step  in  the  right  direction.  An 
important  part  of  the  policy,  however, 
was  to  make  the  Militia  more  efficient^^ 
and  to  induce  them  to  extend  their 
service  abroad.  How  could  that  be 
reconciled  with  a  policy  of  offering  a 
large  bounty  to  old  regular  soldiers  to- 
return  to  the  service  to  stay  at  home  t 
Would  the  Under  Secretary  state  whether 
the  advantage  of  improvements  the 
Government  proposed  to  extend  to  the 
Militia  would  be  given  to  the  Militia  in 
the  colonies,  or  were  they  to  be  limited  to^ 
the  United  Kingdom  1 

Colonel  LONG  (Worcestershire,. 
Evesham)  asked  what  was  proposed  to 
be  done  with  the  case  of  Militia 
regiments  embodied  next  May  which  were 
deficient  in  officers.  It  would  immensely 
relieve  the  anxiety  of  zealous  colonels  to* 
know  what  course  would  be  taken,  as  it 
was  perfectly  evident  that  battalions 
could  not  become  efficient  in  six  months 
if  they  were  without  company  officers  and 
without  musketry  instructors. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  My  attention  has 
been  drawn  to  the  fact  that  a  decrease  is 
shown  under  Sub-head  D.  "Bounties/' 
and  I  am  asked  to  reconcile  that  with  the 
fact  that,  on  two  occasions,  I  have  stated 
our  intention  to  increase  the  bounties  to- 
the  Militia.  I  thought  I  had  made  it 
clear,  but  I  may  remind  the  Committee 
that  ever3rthing  I  have  said  about  conso- 
lidating the  bounties  referred  not  to  this 
year  of  emergency,  but  to  the  future. 
And  necessarily  so,  because  when  the 
Militia  are  embodied,  as  hon.  Members 
are  well  aware,  a  great  number  of  the 
bounties  drop — in  fact,  all  the  bounties 
drop  with  the  exception  of  the  bounty 
for  re-engagement  of  the  Militia  Reserve 
and  for  the  Special  Reserve,  Therefore 
it  is  impossible  in  this  year  when  the 
whole  of  the  Militia  is  embodied  to  deal 
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with  the  pennanent  scheme  in  connection 
with  the  Militia  bounties.  This  year  we 
are  retaining  one  bounty,  which  lapses  if 
we  take  no  action — namely,  the  10s. 
bounty  for  ordinary  enlistment^  but  we 
are  giving  a  bounty  of  Jbb  for  re- 
enlistment  and  re-engagement.  That 
bounty  of  £5  will  be  given  to  ex- 
Militiamen,  ex  -  Volunteers,  and  ex- 
soldiers  of  the  regular  Army.  That, 
in  pai%  deals  with  some  of  the 
objections  which  have  been  raised  on  the 
score  of  the  old  soldier  who  can  get  £22 
by  joining  the  Roval  Reserve  battalions. 
But  he  gets  a  good  deal  by  going  into  the 
Militia.  He  gets  his  pay  and  allowances, 
amounting  to  Is.  9d.  a  day,  all  the  time  he 
is  embodied.  By  the  law  as  it  stands  he 
gets  forty-two  days  more  over  that  as  a 
fatuity,  and  30s.  in  addition  to  that. 
So  that  he  gets  a  bounty  of  considerably 
over  £5  in  addition  to  the  pay  during  the 
whole  period.  He  ako  gets  his  £5  on 
re-enlistment  or  re-engagement,  and  if  he 
is  embodied  for  more  than  six  months  we 
propose  to  give  him  seven  days  pay  and 
allowances  for  each  month  or  part  of  a 
month  in  addition.  Therefore,  altogether, 
the  old  soldier  who  goes  into  the  Militia 
will  in  any  case  get  in  gratuities  more 
than  £10,  while  if  he  is  embodied  for  a 
longer  period  than  six  months  he  will  eet 
a  much  larger  amount  in  addition  to  bis 
ly.  So  that  although  a  man  in  the 
>yal  Beserve  battelions  would  un- 
doubtedly get  more,  the  discrepancy  is 
not  nearly  so  large  as  might  be  naturally 
supposed.  I  think  I  have  indicated 
pretty  fully  what  our  terms  are  for  the 
Militia  this  year.  I  regret  that  the  Army 
Order  has  not  yet  been  published.  I  have 
the  proof  here,  and  as  far  as  I  know  it 
will  now  come  out  without  further  delay. 
These  Army  Orders  have  to  be  compiled 
very  carefully,  as,  although  it  is  easy  to 
convey  in  popular  terms  the  upshot  of 
them,  they  are  legal  instruments  having 
to  be  (frawn  out  with  a  number  of 
cross  references  to  existing  reflations, 
and,  like  all  legal  work,  cannot  be  rushed 
through.  As  to  the  hon.  Baronet  who 
urged  that  all  Militiamen  should  have  new 
clothes^  I  think  he  rather  exaggerated  the 
point.  Unless  I  am  misinformed  there  is 
no  discrimination  as  against  Militiamen  in 
this  matter.  My  belief  is  that  recruits  of 
the  Line  also  have  partly  used  clothine  in 
which  to  do  their  drill  during  the  first 
few  weeks.  I  can,  however,  promise  the 
hon.   Baronet  that  we  will  go  into  the 


question  very  carefully,  as  it  might 
possibly  act  as  a  discouragement  to  a.  good 
many. 

♦Sir  HERBERT  MAXWELL :  I  have 
been  informed  that  the  practice  still  con- 
tinues which  prevailed  when  I  was  in  the 
service,  of  issuing  clothing  which  has  to 
serve  a  certain  number,  not  of  years,  but 
of  trainings.  I  think  the  penod  is  five 
trainings,  and  the  clothing  has  to  serve 
for  three  years  as  dress  clothing,  and  two 
years  as  undress  clothing.  If  the  recipient 
terminates  his  service  before  the  expira- 
tion of  that  period  the  clothing  has  to  put 
in  the  balance  of  the  time  on  the  back  and 
legs  of  somebody  else. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  The  subject  should 
be  considered.  In  ordinary  times  when 
the  Militia  train  for  only  one  month  there 
is  a  much  greater  loss  to  the  public  in  the 
case  of  a  man  who  wears  the  clothing  for 
only  one  training,  and  then  leaves  the 
Militia,  than  where  the  clothing  is  worn 
by  a  regular  soldier.  However,  the 
matter  deserves  attention.  The  hon. 
Baronet  suggested  that  we  should  drop 
the  title  of  Militia,  but  at  once  another 
hon.  Member  equally  devoted  to  the  force 
thought  we  should  do  nothing  of  the 
kind.  I  am  bound  to  say  that  of  all  the 
gratuitous  ways  of  provoking  public 
opprobrium  and  abuse  none  is  more 
successful  than  the  attempt  to  change  the 
name  of  anything  connected  witn  the 
Army.  *  It  is  a  desperate  remedy,  and  one 
to  be  taken  only  in  the  last  resort.  I  hope 
we  shall  see  a  still  closer  connection 
between  the  Militia  and  the  Line 
battalions.  I  am  sure  the  Militia  would 
like  it,  and  I  am  perfectly  certain  that 
after  the  experience  they  have  had  of 
the  Militia  in  South  Africa  the  Line 
would  welcome  such  an  association. 
The  hon.  Baronet  has  raised  the  question 
as  to  what  we  propose  to  do  for  young 
officers  in  the  Mihtia  whose  battalions 
have  proceeded  to  South  Africa,  who  are 
desirous  of  passingfromthe  Militia  into  the 
Line,  who  have  completed  some  part  of 
their  qualification  as  to  training,  and  who, 
under  normal  circumstances,  would  go  up 
for  examination.  I  may  say  that  the 
War  Office  mean  to  see  that  they  shall 
suffer  no  drawback  whatever  from  having 
proceeded  to  the  theatre  of  operations. 
As  to  those  who  so  up  for  examination  in 
September,  we  shall  act  upon  the  lines 
suggested,  and  we  are  acting  upon  them 
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in  regard  to  those  who  go  up  to  a  nearer 
examination  than  September.     They  will, 
moreover,    be   really    relieved  from  all 
examination,  and  steps  will  certainly  be 
taken  to  see  that  no  injustice  is  done. 
As  to  the  number  of  commissions  which 
we  have  to  give  to  the  Militia,  it  is  so 
large  that  there  will  be  no  examination, 
because  the  number  of  vacancies  is  in 
excess  of  the  number  of  candidates.     The 
case  put  by  my  hon.  and  gallant  friend  of 
an  officer  in  the  Militia  in  training  last 
year,  but  who,  being  embodied  all  this 
year,     cannot     prosecute     his     studies, 
will   undoubtedly  be  considered.     With 
regard  to  the  question  raised  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  Lichfield,  I  cannot  give  any 
promise  beyond  a  personal  one  to  look 
into  the  matter.  •  The  hon.  Member  for 
the  Leek  Division  brought  up  the  ques- 
tion of    the    Militia    Reserve,    and    he 
pointed  out  that  one  battalion  had  pro- 
ceeded to  South  Africa  with  less  than  400 
men.     That  is  so,  but  as  I  pointed  out 
to  the  House  the  other  day,  we  have  made 
very    much  smaller    inroad    upon    the 
MiUtia    Reserve    than    has    ever  been 
known   before   or   than  has   ever    been 
generally    anticipated.     We   have    done 
our  best  not  to  encroach  upon  the  Militia 
Reserve,  but  in  certain  cases — with  both 
their  Line   battalions    in  South  Africa, 
which  have  been  subject  to  very  heavy 
losses  and  misfortunes,  we  have  had  to 
fall  back  upon  the  Militia  Reserve.      But 
as  the  Army  Reserve  increases  the  neces- 
sity for  having  a  Militia  Reserve  at  all, 
will,  I  hope,  lapse  and  lapse  soon.     We 
have  always  regarded  it  as  a  makeshift 
and  temporary  arrangement  to  tide  over 
the  period  during  wnich  we  were  build- 
ing up  the  Army  Reserve.    I  think  that 
replies  to  all  the  questions.    With  regard 
to  my  hon.  and  gallant  friend's  question 
I    may  say  that  I  have  had  most  en- 
couraging reports.     As  to  his  statement 
that  boys  who  have  never  done  a  day's 
drill  will  be  useless,  what  does  the  hon. 
Member  propose  ? 


any  feat  of  legerdemain  which  will  pro- 
duce officers  at  a  moment's  notice. 


Major  RASCH  :  We  have  got  other 
sources. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  Clearly  we  should 
make  use  of  all  the  available  sources  we 
have  got.  Everyone  knows  the  tax  which 
has  been  placed  upon  the  commissioned 
ranks  during  the  war,  for  we  have  been 
short  of  officers,  and  I  do  not  know  of 

Mr.  Wyndham, 


♦General  LAURIE  asked  whether  the 
Militia  Reserve  which  the  Under  Secre- 
tary for    War    had  stated  was  only   a 
temporary  measure  could  not  be  dealt 
with  in  the  meantime  as  supernumerary 
to  the  establishment  of    the    regiment, 
which   would   not   be  weakened  by  the 
deduction     of      these     men.       Passing 
to     another     point,    he    inferred    from 
the  proposals  of  the  Government  that 
the  provision  of  artillery  as  a  portion  of 
the    Militia    force    applied    purely    to 
garrison  artillery.     He  desired  to  ask  if  it 
was  not   possible    to    add  to  our  field 
artillery  force  by  drawingon  the  Militia. 
It  had  been  said  in  the  House  and  out- 
side by  officers  who  had  served  in  the 
Royal  Artillery  that  it  took  two  years  to 
make  a  driver.     It  did  if  we  obtained 
a  raw   recruit  who  had  never    handled 
a     horse,     and    introduced     him    to    a 
pair    of  horses   which    had  never  seen 
him     or      one      another     before     and 
which  he  had   never    seen;   but   if  we 
brought  in  a  driver  with  his  own  horses 
it  did  not  take  two  years.      Indeed,  he 
had  known  drivers  with  their  own  horses 
who  had  been  very  efficient  in  fourteen 
days.      What    was    wanted    in    a    field 
battery   on     service     was     the     ability 
to    get    the    most  work  out  of  a   pair 
of  horses,  and  to  tnake  them  work  with 
the    others     in    the    gun    teanu     That 
was  a  thing   which  any  young  farmer^ 
having  his  own  horses,  was  able  to  do,, 
and  there  was  no  difficulty  in  the  matter. 
The     Canadian    Militia    artillery    were 
only  in  camp  sixteen  days,  and  were   a 
very  efficient  body,  so   efficient  indeed 
that  three  batteries  of  them  had  been 
sent  to  South  Africa,  and  he  hoped  we 
should  have  reports  of  their  work  there 
which    would    enable    the    War    Office 
authorities  to  verify  whether  the  Militia 
artillery  might  be  made  so  efficient  as  to 
be  able  to  take  the  field.     He  had  seen 
them    working    alongside    the    infantry 
battalions,    and    they    were   thoroughly 
suited  to  take  their   places  in  the  line 
of    battle.      If    the    Canadian    artillery 
could    do  this,  he  thought  the  British 
Militiamen  were  equally  able  to  do  it,  and 
short  as   we  were  of  field  guns  for  our 
large   force    of    Militia    ana   Volunteer 
infantry,  and  short  as  we  should  be  even 
under  the  proposals  of  the  GoTemment 
to  increase  them,  he  suggested  that  this 
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was  a  subject  thatmight  beadvantageously 
considered  and  worked  out. 

Mr.  WAKNER  :  I  cannot  quite  accept 
the  argument  of  the  hon.  Gentleman  upon 
this  point.  The  class  of  men  who  joined 
the  Militia  this  year  and  get  this  sum  of 
money  are  not  the  people  I  have  spoken 
of.  They  will  not  take  J&IO,  as  he  makes 
out,  instead  of  taking  JL20  for  one  year. 
There  is  the  case  of  the  old  soldier  who  is 
already  in  the  Militia.  He  has  joined  the 
Militia,  and  we  want  to  encourage  him  to 
join  in  the  futm*e.  He  will  get  no  sort 
of  bounty  beyond  the  forty-two  days 
pay,  and  that  comes  to  £5  14s.  Every 
MUitiaman  will  get  this  amount,  but  the 
old  soldier  gets  nothing  because  he  has 
joined  the  Militia.  If  he  was  not  in  the 
Militia  he  would  get  this  £22,  and  he 
ought  to  have  some  compensation  for 
being  shut  out  from  earning  this  extra 
sum.  The  hon.  Grentleman  said  he  got 
his  pay,  but  so  do  the  Royal  Reserves. 
The  old  soldier  who  has  joined  the 
Militia  is  debarred  from  getting  this  J&22, 
and  he  gets  instead  £5,  if  he  serves  for  a 
year.  That  £5  is  a  gratuity  that  you 
give  to  every  Militiaman,  and  what  I  am 
pleading  for  is  that  the  old  soldier  in  the 
Militia  should  get  something  as  compen- 
sation for  what  he  would  have  got  if  he 
had  not  joined  the  Militia.  If  the  hon. 
Gentleman  cannot  give  me  some  hope  of 
doing  something  for  these  old  soldiers  I 
must  press  for  a  division  upon  this 
Amendment. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Original  Question  again  proposed. 

♦Sir  CHARLES  DILKE  said  that 
several  times  last  session  references  had 
been  made  to  the  Channel  Islands  Militia. 
Upon  one  occasion  recently  attention  was 
drawn  to  this  question,  and  in  conse- 
quence the  War  Office  decided  to  re- 
organise the  Channel  Islands  Militia,  and 
they  had  stated,  from  time  to  time,  what 
the  general  lines  of  reorganisation  of  a 
portion  of  this  Militia  must  be.  He 
noticed  that  in  the  Estimates  there  was  a 
reduced  number  of  men  taken  for  the 
Channel  Islands,  consequent  upon  the  dis- 
banding of  one  regiment  of  the  Guernsey 
Militia,  and  he  wished  to  know  why 
nothing  was  contemplated  in  the  Estimates 
in  regard  to  the  reorganisation  of  the 
system 


Sir  ALBERT  ROLLIT  (Islington,  S.) 
said  he  desired  to  know  whether  it  was 
the  intention  of  the  •  Government  to  em- 
body with  the  rest  of  the  Militia  the 
Engineer  Militia,  and  the  submarine 
mining  division  attached  to  commercial 
harbours. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM:  In  reply  to  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  opposite  I  cannot  give 
any  further  information  in  reference  to 
the  Channel  Islands  Militia.  The  Channel 
Islands  have  representative  institutions, 
and  we  have  been  in  constant  communica- 
tion with  their  representative  assemblies, 
but  the  discussion  of  these  matters 
takes  a  very  long  time.  Constitutional  as 
well  as  military  questions  have  arisen, 
and  we  have  pointed  out  what  we  con- 
sider is  desirable,  in  the  absence  of  which 
the  Militia  will  scarcely  be  a  useful  addi- 
tion to  the  defensive  force  of  the  Empire. 
We  have  been  met  with  objections,  but  I 
hope  that  ultimately  a  satisfactory  basis 
for  an  argument  will  be  arrived  at,  and 
I  trust  that  it  will  not  be  impossible  for 
my  Department  to  come  to  an  imder- 
standing  with  the  representatives  of  the 
Channel  Islands.  In  regard  to  the  point 
raised  by  the  hon.  Alember  for  South 
Islington,  I  may  say  that  the  terms  of 
the  Order  will  certainly  apply  to  Militia 
Engineers,  and  as  regards  the  other  corps 
I  will  ascertain. 

Major  RASCH  :  Supposing  a  boy  is 
not  serving  in  South  Africa,  but  serving 
with  his  Militia  battalion  at  home,  and 
is  thus  precluded  from  prosecuting  his 
studied,  will  he  be  placed  at  a  dis- 
advantage t 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  My  answer  is  that 
I  have  not  got  a  decision  upon  that 
specific  point,  but  that  is  the  decision 
which  has  been  arrived  at  in  respect  of 
boys  in  February,  and  I  cannot  imagine 
that  we  shall  idter  that  decision.  I  cannot 
see  that  we  shall  have  any  difficulty  in 
following  it  out,  because  I  imagine  that  in 
September  we  shall  require  a  great 
number  of  officers,  probably  in  excess  of 
those  coming  from  the  Militia. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

3.  £144,000,  Yeomanry  Cavalry,  Pay 
and  Allowances. 
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♦Mr.  W.  F.  D.  smith  (Strand,  West- 
minster) :    I  should    like    to  ask  a  few 
questions  with    regard    to    these    extra 
grants.     Some  of    these  questions  have 
been     referred     to     a    Committee    of 
Yeomanry  officers,  and  I  can  quite  under- 
stand that  my  hon.  friend  is  not  able  to 
reply  until  they  have  reported.     I  should 
like  to  draw  attention  to  the  fact  that  the 
Yeomanry    will    be  going   into  training 
again  shortly,  and  it  is  important  that  we 
should  have  some  information  in  regard 
to  the  grants.     The  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  said  the  Government  were  going 
to  grant    yeomen  a  sum  of  £5,  and    I 
should  like  to  know  from  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber   what    the    requirements   from    the 
yeomen  will    be  in  order   to  earn    that 
grant.     May  I  also  be  allowed  to  suggest 
that  it  is  of  the  utmost  importance  that 
Yeomen,    like     the    Volunteers,    should 
have    opportunities    afforded     them    for 
more     musketry     training,     and      that 
in  addition    they  should    have  facilities 
for  training  with  other  arms  1    It  may  be 
extremely  hard  for  some  regiments  to  go 
into  camp  at  great  distances  from  home 
all  at  the  same  time,  and  perhaps  arrange- 
ments could  be  made  for  them  joining 
with  other  forces  camping  in  their  own 
localities;   and  then,   if    possible,   train 
some  of  them  at  a  later  period  of  the  year 
by  going  in  camp  with  the  Militia,  or 
Volunteers,  or  the  Artillery,  and  give  the 
men  an  extra  grant  for  such  training. 
I     can     quite     understand    that     this 
proposal  might  be  convenient  to  some 
regiments  and   not  to    others,  but  the 
importance  of  training  Yeomen,  whether 
for  cavalry  or  not,  with  other  arms  is 
on«  which  the  War  Office  would  do  well 
to  consider.     I  know  that  there  has  been 
a   meeting    of    Yeomanry    commanding 
officers,  who  I  believe  have  appointed  a 
committee  to  consider  the  question,  and 
though    I    do  not   myself    presume    to 
express  any  opinion  as  to  drill,  I  do  think 
the  War  Office  and  the  Government  should 
give   their   careful  consideration  to  the 
suggestions  of  their  military  advisers  upon 
this  point.  For  my  part — and  I  think  I  am 
expressing  the  opinion  of  a  large  number 
of  Yeomanry  officers— I  think  it  would  be 
far  better  if  you  so  trained  the  Yeomanry 
as  to  ensure  that  those  who  are  members 
of   the  force  shall  be  made  thoroughly 
efficient  and  thoroughly  competent  to  do 
any  work  which  they  may  be  called  upon 
to  do  in  the  future.     If  the  War  Office 
are  ready  to  take  up  a  strong  line  upon 


this  subject,  I  am  certain  that  the  whole 
of  the  officers  and  the  men  in  the  Yeo- 
manry force  will  loyally  do  their  best  to 
make  themselves  efficient. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :   It  will  be  conve- 
nient for  me  to  reply  now  to  the  points 
which  have  been  raised.    With  re^uxl  to 
the  suggestion  thrown  out  by  my  hon. 
friend  I  may  say  that  camps  will  be 
established  to  last  for  twenty-eight  days 
in  closQ  proximity  to  rifle  ranges,   and 
conditions  upon  which  men  will  receive 
grants  for  passing  a    special  course  of 
musketry  will  be    drawn  up.      Special 
grants  will  be  made    as  follows:    The 
contingent  allowance  will  be  raised  from 
£3  to  £5,  and  another  £5  will  be  given  to 
every  Yeoman  who  produces  a  horse  at 
the  camp.     Travelling  expenses  will  be 
given  to  and  from  the  camp.     The  pay 
will  be  seven  shillings  a  day,  and  these 
allowances  will  follow  the  procedure  which 
has  been  adopted  in  connection  with  the 
Volunteers,  and  will  be  given  to  those  who 
are  present  during  fourteen  days.      Out 
of  the    twenty-eight   days,   eight    days 
leave    may    be    granted    by    the    com- 
manding officer  without  any  deduction  of 
pay,    but    if    any   leave   is   granted    in 
addition  to  the  eight  days  it  will  entail  a 
loss  of  pay.     To  earn  the  increased  con- 
tingent allowances  they  must  serve  four- 
teen working  days  in  camp  out  of  the 
twenty-eight,  and  out  of  the  twenty-eight 
days  the  commanding  officer  can  give  a 
yeoman  eight  days   leave  without  loss, 
but  any  leave  in  addition  to  that  will  be 
deducted.     As  the  hon.  Member  knows, 
it  is  occasionally  necessary  to  give  a  man 
leave  beyond  this  eight  days,  in  order 
that  he  may  not   lose  a  great  deal  of 
money,  and  in  such  cases  there  would  be 
a  loss  of  pay.     I  hope  I  have  made  that 
point     quite    clear.      My    hon.     friend 
referred  to  the  Yeomanry  cavalry,  but  in 
regard  to  that  force  we  cannot  thi«  year 
attempt  to  make  any  drastic  change.     I 
have  heard  the  Commander-in  Chief  him 
self  say  that  the  Yeomanry  Cavalry  have 
always  done  as  much  as  can  be  expected 
considering  the  limited  facilities  afforded 
them,    but    under    present     conditions 
it     is     impossible    to     convert     them 
into    a    first-rate    cavalry    force.    With 
the    limited    opportunities    given    them 
they    have    always    done    their    best. 
I  think  the  Committee  will  agree  with 
me  that  there  are  very  good  reasons  for 
not  making  any  violent  changes  at  this 
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moment.  We  will  await  the  return  of 
some  of  the  most  experienced  officers  now 
serving  in  South  Africa,  when  they  may 
be  able  to  tell  us  a  great  deal  about 
mounted  infantry  work,  and  how  they 
can  best  cooperate  with  cavalry.  But 
even  in  this  year  I  feel  that  all  interested 
in  the  Yeomanry,  and  I  claim  to  be  one 
of  them,  will  approve  of  the  changes  that 
have  been  introduced,  especially  in  view 
of  the  fact  that  the  experience  of  the  war 
shows  that  great  mobility  is  likely  to 
be  a  very  important  factor  in  all  future 
wars. 

♦Colonel  WELBY  said  be  was  very 
clad  to  hear  that  there  were  to  be  no 
drastic  changes  in  the  Yeomanry  in  the 
present  year.  He  hoped  that  the  opinion 
of  Yeomanry  commanding  officers  would 
not  only  be  asked  for,  but  taken  into 
consideration  before  any  drastic  changes  in 
the  Yeomanry  were  made.  One  difficulty 
was  to  get  men  for  the  Yeomanry,  but  if 
they  dia  not  make  the  dress  smart  enough 
they  would  not  cet  the  men.  Men  could 
be  got  for  cavalry  when  they  could  not 
be  got  for  infantry,  partly  because  of  the 
dress  and  partly  because  of  having  a 
horse  to  ride,  and  having  the  pleasure  of 
wearing  spurs.  He  hoped  that  regard 
would  be  had  for  these  considerations 
before  any  further  changes  were  made. 
His  own  experience  was  that  if  a  com- 
manding officer  agreed  with  the  War 
Office,  and  if  anything  went  wrong,  the 
responsibility  was  put  on  him,  but  if 
everything  went  right  the  War  Office 
\^ith  modest  pleasure  accepted  it  as  their 
own  work.  If  the  commanding  officer 
gave  an  opinion  contrary  to  the  fixed 
mind  of  the  War  Office,  and  anything 
went  wrong,  that  opinion  was  forgotten 
and  the  whole  responsibility  was  thrown 
on  him.  He  hoped  that  as  regarded  the 
Yeomanry  the  opinions  of  the  command- 
ing officers,  the  result  of  their  practical 
experience,  would  have  more  weight  than 
the  merely  theoretical  advice  of  the  War 
Office.  He  did  not  know  what  kind  of  car- 
bine the  Yeomanry  were  now  armed  with, 
but  his  own  experience  was  that  cavalry 
carbines  were  very  imperfectly  sighted,and 
he  hoped  the  matter  would  be  inquired 
into.  He  believed  it  was  true  of  the 
Yeomanry  as  it  was  of  the  Regulars,  that 
every  carbine  with  which  a  man  was  able 
to  Qu^e  good  practice  had  been  specially 
sighted.  He  had  tried  cavaliy  carbines 
over  and  over  again,  and  be  defied  any 


man  to  make  good  practice  with  many 
of  them.  He  should  like  to  direct  the 
attention  of  the  Under  Secretary  to  the 
pay  of  the  regimental  sergeant-majors 
of  Yeomanry  regiments.  At  present 
it  was  38.  lOd.  per  day.  Most  of 
them  had  been  squadron  sergeant-majors 
in  the  Regulars  at  4s.  2d.  a  day,  and 
their  present  duties  were  more  onerous  and 
responsible.  As  a  result  of  rocent  changes 
far  more  work  now  fell  on  regimental 
sergeant-majors  than  formerly.  In  addi- 
tion, when  a  regimental  sergeant-major 
in  the  Volunteers  retired  he  was  entitled 
to  a  first-class  pension,  whereas  a  regi- 
mental sergeant-major  in  the  Yeomanry 
was  only  entitled  to  a  second-class  pension, 
the  difference  being  threepence  per  day. 
There  was  now  an  opportunity  of  con- 
sidering the  pay  and  the  pension  of  these 
men,  and  he  hoped  that  the  inequalities 
he  had  mentioned  would  be  adjusted,  and 
a  real  injustice  removed. 

♦Mr,  HERMON-HODGE  (Oxfordshire, 
Henlev)  said  he  desired  to  join  in  the 
appeal  for  better  pay  and  better  pensions 
for  regimental  sergeant-majors  in  the 
Yeomanry,  whose  work  in  connection 
with  the  formation  of  the  Imperial 
Yeomanry  had  been  very  great ;  and  he 
hoped  that  they  would  be  allowed  to  return 
to  the  troop  instead  of  the  squadron 
system,  as  many  places  could  produce  a 
troop  which  could  not  raise  a  squadron. 
There  were  six  troops  in  his  regiment,  and 
they  were  only  allowed  three  sergeant- 
majors,  and  three  officers  were  now  paying 
J&IOO  ayear  apiece  in  order  to  maintain  per- 
manent staff-sergeants.  He  did  not  think 
that  Yeomanry  captains  should  be  called 
on  to  pay  to  make  good  the  defective 
organisation  forced  on  them  by  the  War 
Office.  The  troop  system  should  be  re- 
stored and  officers  should  be  provided 
with  trained  soldiers.  It  was  only  on 
such  conditions  that  the  Yeomanry,  which 
had  proved  itself  a  good  friend  to  Eng- 
land, would  be  able  to  retain  its  efficiency. 

Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN 
(Stirling  Burghs) :  It  seems  to  me,  if  I 
may  venture  to  intervene  in  a  tech- 
nical matter,  that  there  is  one  con- 
sideration above  all  others  which 
governs  this  question.  When  a  Yeoman 
is  the  real  thing,  he  constitutes  an  item 
of  a  very  useful  force,  but  in  many  cases 
members  of  Yeomanry  Corps  have  not 
thatintimateknowlodgeof  thehorseandhis 
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attributes  which  is  really  necessary  to  the 
making  of  an  efficient  cavalry  soldier.  If 
a  Yeoman  is  the  son  of  a  farmer  brought 
up  in  the  country,  he  knows  not  only  how 
to  sit  on  a  horse  with  comfort  to  himself 
and  safety  to  other  people,  but  he  can 
manage  his  horse,  groom  it,  and  keep  it 
free  from  those  evils  which  afflict  it  if  it 
is  badly  managed.  That  is  the  man  who 
makes  a  good  cavalry  soldier.  But  I  am 
afraid  that  in  many  Yeomanry  Corps 
there  are  many  men  who  have  not  horses 
of  their  own,  and  who  have  to  hire  horses 
during  the  period  of  training,  who  cannot 
groom  their  horses,  and  who  do  not  know 
how  to  adjust  the  saddle  or  how  to  keep 
a  horse  efficient  in  active  service.  I  do 
not  think  that  a  regiment  composed  of 
men  of  that  kind  could  be  considered  effi- 
cient. I  should  like  to  know  how  many  of 
the  Imperial  Yeomanry  now  in  South  Africa 
have  not  the  qualifications  to  which  I 
have  referred.  It  seems  to  me  that  more 
depends  on  these  qualifications  than  on 
uniform  or  pay,  because  you  would  have 
men  thoroughly  competent  to  look  after 
their  horses,  who  would  not  need  a  groom 
or  syce  to  keep  their  horses  as  well  as 
themselves  in  good  and  efficient  working 
order. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  As  far  as  comfort 

in  riding  and  safety  to  others  is  con- 
cerned, I  think  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
may  be  at  rest.  I  was  very  glad  to  see 
such  a  number  of  complaints  from  im- 
successful  candidates  and  their  parents  as 
to  the  riding  tests  being  too  difficult. 
That  gave  me  a  great  deal  of  confidence. 
As  to  grooming  horses  and  putting  on 
saddlery,  all  the  Yeomanry  had  to  under- 
take that  duty  before  they  went  out. 

Colonel  KENYON^LANEY  (Shrop- 
shire, Newport)  said  it  seemed  to  him 
that  the  popularity  of  any  branch  of  the 
auxiliary  services  depended  on  the  chance 
of  seeing  active  service,  and  he  did  not 

think  any  branch  of  the  service  would 
value  a  system  which  deprived  them  of 
that  chance.  It  was  perfectly  clear  to 
him  that  the  Yeomanry  would  have  little 
or  no  chance  of  seeing  active  service  if 
they  insisted  on  going  out  as  cavalry.  If 
it  was  made  perfectly  plain  that  the  chance 
of  the  Yeomany  seeing  active  service 
depended  more  on  their  acting  as  mounted 
infantry  than  as  cavalry,  that  would  do 
away  with  the  prejudice  against  mounted 

Sir  H.  Campbell- Bannerman, 


infantry,  and  greater  willingness  would  be 
shown  to  conform  to  the  new  system. 

♦Mr.  RUTHERFORD  (Lancaflhire, 
Darwen)  suggested  that  in  order  to 
improve  the  Yeomanry  there  should  be 
permanent  camps,  where  the  Government 
found  tents  and  stabling  for  the  horses, 
and  where  one  regiment  after  another 
from  certain  districts  could  be  trained. 
In  regard  to  pay,  it  is  well  known  that  a 
sergeant-major  when  he  joined  the  perma- 
nent staff  of  a  Yeomanry  regiment  had  his 
pay  reduced  ;  but  he  had  the  privilege  of 
taking  civil  employment.  The  War 
Office,  however,  insisted  on  his  wearing 
his  uniform,  and  that  practically  put  him 
out  of  the  running  for  civil  employment. 
If  the  Government  did  not  see  their  wav 
to  withdraw  the  order  in  regard  to  wear- 
ing uniform,  they  should  increase  the 
pay.  He  supported  his  hon.  friend  in 
advocating  a  return  to  the  system  of 
making  the  troop  a  unit  instead  of  a 
squadron. 

♦Mr.  ABEL  SMITH  (Christchurch) 
said  recent  events  had  shown  that 
there  was  a  large  class  of  young  men 
in  the  country  who  would  make  excellent 
Yeomen,  but  who  under  the  conditions 
which  had  hitherto  prevailed  had  not  been 
able  to  join  a  Yeomanry  corps.  If  there 
were  increased  rates  of  pay  and  allowances 
we  would  be  able  to  get  hold  of  that 
olass  of  men.  He  would  like  to  know 
whether  the  Yeomanry  camps  were  to  be 
brigade  camps,  and  if  the  Yeomanry  were 
to  be  provided  with  transport^  as  the 
Militia  and  Volunteers  were.  He  ad- 
vocated a  return  to  the  troop  system,  for 
the  squadron  system  was  very  difficult  to 
carry  out.  The  men  and  horses  of  a 
squadron  frequently  extended  over  forty 
miles  of  country,  and  it  was  absolutely 
impossible  to  get  them  together,  even  by 
train,  for  drill  or  for  any  other  purpose. 

Mr.  GRAH\M  (St.  Pancras,  West) 
said  that  a  few  years  ago  a  Committee 
was  appointed  to  consider  the  Yeomanry 
system,  and  they  came  to  the  conclusion 
tnat  in  order  to  effect  a  small  saving  the 
adjutant  and  the  regimental  sergeant- 
major  should  be  made  to  serve  in  two 
regiments.  He  contended  that  there 
should  be  a  return  to  the  old  system, 
with  a  sergeant-major  and  adjutant 
to  each  regiment.  With  respect  to 
the    training    of    Yeomanry,     he    was 
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radically  inclined,  and  he  believed  that 
those  officers  who  had  cone  out  to  South 
Africa  would  bring  back  experiences 
which  would  enable  them  to  suggest  the 
re-organisation  of  the  force.  In  his  own 
opinion,  we  had  been  training  the 
Yeomanry  on  a  false  system,  too  much 
like  Regular  cavalry,  and  he  should  like 
to  see  them  put  more  on  the  footing  of 
mounted  infantry.  Cavalry  might  be 
exercised  in  the  Ix>ng  Valley  at  Aldershot 
or  on  Salisbury  Plain,  but  that  could  not 
be  done  in  the  country.  He  hoped  that 
the  YiBomanry  would  be  turned  into  and 
drilled  as  mounted  infantry. 

Mr.  WARNER  said  that  the  long 
service  med<'d  had  been  given  to  the 
Volunteers,  and  it  ought  to  be  given  to 
the  Yeomanry  also.  The  sergeant-majors 
of  the  Yeomanry,  or  most  of  them,  were 
in  South  Africa  at  the  present  moment, 
and  he  thought  that  the  Roval  Reserves 
should  be  called  upon  to  furnish  non- 
commissioned officers  to  train  the  Yeo- 
manry until  their  own  staff  return  from 
the  seat  of  war. 

Captain  JESSEL  said  that  at  present 
each  regiment  of  Yeomanry  had  only  half 
an  adjutant,  and  that  did  not  contribute 
much  to  their  efficiency.  He  knew  of  a 
case  where  an  adjutant  had  to  travel 
about  from  Brighton  to  London,  and 
from  London  to  Oxford,  and  it  could  not 
be  expected  that  he  could  cover  such  a 
large  extent  of  coimtry  with  efficiency  to 
his  corps.  It  was  announced  the  other 
dav  that  a  Deputy  Adjutant-General  was 
to  be  appointed  to  look  after  the  interests 
of  the  Volunteers,  and  another  for  the 
Militia.  He  wanted  to  know  imder  which 
Deputy  Adjutant-General  the  Yeomanry 
were  to  fall,  or  whether  they  would  have 
a  Deputy  Adjutant-General  of  their  own. 
The  supplv  of  non-commissioned  officers 
to  imdertake  the  duty  of  the  permanent 
staff  who  had  gone  to  South  Africa  was 
important.  In  one  regiment  the  whole 
staff  had  gone,  and  in  most  of  those  he 
had  inquired  about  the  half  of  the  staff 
had  gone. 

Mr.  SEELY  ^Lincoln)  said  that, 
although  not  a  Yeomanry  officer,  he 
would  support  the  suggestion  that  the 
War  Office  should  give  the  Veomanry 
regiments  a  satisfactory  staff  of  adjutants 
and  sergeant-majors.  He  was  sure  that 
after    the     services    rendered    by    the 


Yeomanry  in  South  Africa,  the  country 
would  be  very  wiDing  to  support  the  War 
Office  in  doing  what  was  necessary  to 
provide  them  with  a  proper  staff. 

Sir  albert  ROLLIT  supported  the 
suggestion  that  the  long-service  medal 
should  be  given  to  the  Yeomanry  and 
the  Militia  as  well  as  the  Volunteers.  He 
also  advocated  a  return  to  the  troop  unit 
instead  of  the  squadron  in  the  Yeomanry, 
for  he  knew  of  a  regiment  which  had  had 
to  be  disbanded  on  account  of  the  great 
expense  of  the  squadron  system. 

Mr.  butcher  (York)  said  that  a 
large  number  of  clipped  horses  had  been 
bought  for  the  Imperial  Yeomanry.  It 
appeared  that  it  was  not  customary  to 
purchase  rugs  along  with  the  horses.  A 
demand  was  made  for  rugs,  but  the 
answer  of  the  Department  was  that  it 
was  contrary  to  regulations  to  pay  for 
these.  Well,  these  clipped  horses  were 
taken  out  of  the  warm  stables  and  sent 
across  country  to  Liverpool  in  open 
cattle  trucks,  in  bitterly  cold  weather, 
without  rugs.  The  result  was  that  some- 
thing like  thirty  of  these  horses  died  of 
?neumonia  on  the  way  to  South  Africa, 
'hat  was  a  most  destructive  as  well  as 
cruel  way  of  treating  horses,  and  he  hoped 
that  precautions  would  be  taken  to 
prevent  such  a  thing  happening  again. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  said  that  his  hon. 
friend  the  Member  for  York  probably 
knew  that  all  the  arrangements  for  buy- 
ing horses  and  their  equipment,  and 
moving  them  about,  had  been  delegated 
by  the  War  Office  to  the  Imperial  Yeo- 
manry Committee,  and  so  far  as  he 
knew  they  had  discharged  their  trust  in 
the  most  admirable  manner.  He  knew 
of  no  such  case  as  that  mentioned  by  his 
hon.  friend,  but  if  clipped  horses  had 
been  travelled  without  rugs  it  was  a  great 
error  of  judgment,  and  it  was  not  due  to 
any  regulation  or  any  remissness  on  the 
part  of  the  War  Office.  As  to  the  long 
service  medal,  it  had  been  decided  at 
present  that  it  should  not  be  given  to 
the  Yeomanry  or  Militia.  In  reply  to 
the  hon.  Member  for  Christchurch,  he 
could  say  that  the  camps  would  as  far  as 
possible  be  brigade  camps.  In  regard  to 
the  suggestions  that  had  been  made  as 
to  some  change  in  the  administrative 
units  of  the  Yeomanry,  the  increase  in 
the  permanent  staff,  the  appointment  of 
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a  sergeant-major  to  each  regiment — all 
these  were  points  which  would  be  con- 
sidered when  the  Yeomanry  came  back 
from  the  war,  and  when  they  would  be 
more  fully  represented  at  home.  He  was 
very  glad  that  this  year,  for  the  first  time 
for  many  years,  there  had  been  an  oppor- 
tunity of  discussing  the  Yeomanry  vote. 
What  was  wanted  was  to  make  that  force 
as  efficient  as  the  members  of  it  had 
proved  that  it  could  be  made  if  they  had 
facilities  given  them. 

♦Colonel  WELBY  asked  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman to  answer  his  question  in  regard 
to  increased  pay  of  the  regimental  sergeant- 
majors. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  said  he  was  not  in  a 
position  that  afternoon  to  answer  the 
question,  which  would  come  under  the 
general  consideration  of  yeomanry. 

Mr.  WARNER  asked  what  about  the 
efficiency  in  the  staff. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  said  that  everything 
that  could  be  done  to  increase  the 
efficiency  of  the  staff  this  year  would  be 
done. 

Resolution  agreed  to. 

4.  Motion  made,  and  Question  pro- 
posed, "That  a  sum,  not  exceeding 
£1,230,000,  be  granted  to  Her  Majesty, 
to  defray  the  Charge  for  Capitation 
Grants  and  Miscellaneous  Charges  of 
Volunteer  Corps,  including  Pay,  etc.,  of 
the  Permanent  Staff,  which  will  come  in 
course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending 
on  the  31st  day  of  March,  1901." 

*SiR  HENRY  FLETCHER  (Sussex, 
Lewes)  said  that  as  the  Volunteers  were 
taking  a  prominent  part  in  the  war  in 
South  Africa,  and  as  they  were  going  to 
take  a  still  more  prominent  part  in  the 
scheme  of  home  defence,  there  were  one 
or  two  points  in  connection  with  the 
capitation  grants  which  he  should  like  to 
bring  to  the  notice  of  the  Under  Secre- 
tary for  War.  There  was  no  doubt  that 
Volunteers  were  coming  forward  to  be 
enrolled,  not  only  in  hundreds,  but  in 
thousands,  and  the  question  arose  in  the 
minds  of  army  officers,  how  these  men 
coming  forward  should  be  dealt  with. 
Many  Volunteer  battalions,  which  hitherto 
had   not  been  up  to  the  maximum  of 

Mr.  Wyndham, 


strength  had  now  reached  that  pointy  and 
it  was  difficult  now  to  determine  how 
those  who  were  in  excess  of  the  establish- 
ments were  to  be  arranged  for.     He  was 
very  anxious  to  know  from    the   War 
Office  whether  commanding  officers  would 
be  empowered  to  continue  enrolling  men 
into  their  battalions,  though  the  estab- 
lishment had  been  reached.     His  reason 
for  raising  this  point  was  this.    If  several 
hundred  men  in  excess  of  the  establish- 
ment were  enrolled,  would  the  command- 
ing officer  be  able  to  receive  an  assurance 
that  the  capitation  grant  would  be  ex- 
tended to  them,  because  he  would  have 
to     clothe     them     and  fit    them    out 
as    Volunteers  —  possibly    at    his    own 
expense,  for    the    War   Office    did    not 
see    their   way   to   help  in  this  matter. 
He  thought  it  would  be  much  better  that 
men  should  be  allowed,  when  the  esta- 
blishment was  reached,  to  continue  to  bo 
enrolled.      His  reason  for  urging  it  was 
this.     At  the  present  time  he  saw  ^ceaX 
difficulties  in  forming  new  companies — 
first  of  all,  with  regard  to  Army  instruc- 
tions from  the  Regular  Army,  when  so 
many  of  the  regiments  of  that  force  were 
in  foreign  parts,  and    also  a  difficulty 
might  arise  in  providing  rifle  ranges  for 
these  extra    companies.     He  hoped  the 
War  Office  would  advise  the  House  if  they 
would  allow  commanding  officers  to  con- 
tinue enrolling  men,  notwithstanding  the 
fact    that    the    establishment  had    been 
reached.    Then  he  came  to  the  question 
of  clothing.     Clothing  was  paid  for  out  of 
the  capitation  grant.    But  a  rumour  was 
spreading  abr^ul  that  a  suggestion  was 
going  to  be  thrown  out  that  a  second  suit 
of  clothes  for  Volunteers  should  be  askod 
for  in  the  shape  of  furnishing  them  with 
a  set  of  khaki  for  working  purposes.  That 
involved  a  considerable  amount  of  money, 
and  there  was  possibly  an  idea  in   the 
mind  of  the  War  Office   that  an  extra 
capitation  grant  was  about  to  be  given  to 
the  Volunteers,  out  of  which  they  were 
going  to  provide  this  second  suit     There 
was  no  doubt  a  radical  change  must  take 
place  in  the  uniform  of  the  whole  Army. 
He    believed     that    the    present    state 
of    the     uniform    of     all    our    troops 
when    in    England    would,    owing    to 
the    lessons    learnt   during    this    war, 
have   to    be   very  carefully  considered. 
Were  the  commanding  officers  to  select 
their  own  places  for  camps,  or  were  the^  to 
20  to  places  selected  by  the  authorities  f 
up  to  the  present  time,  early  in  the  year, 
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they  had  been  asked  what  period  of  the 
month  they  wished  to  go  into  camp.  This 
year  things  were  entirely  changed.  They 
were  going  to  have  camps  formed  mainly 
for  instruction,  and  in  many  counties 
there  were  no  ranges  for  camps.  There- 
fore he  thought  it  would  be  wise  ^and  the 
commanding  officers  would  fall  m  with 
this  view)  if  the  Government  would  take 
upon  themselves  to  give  instructions  for 
camps  to  be  formed  at  such  places  where 
they  could  find  sites  having  facilities  for 
musketry.  He  was  sure  commanding 
officers  would  give  up  their  own  pet  ideas 
of  old  places  for  camping — which  to  a  cer- 
tain extent  were  advantageous  in  their 
way.  He  did  not  press  his  hon.  friend  to 
give  an  immediate  answer  to  these  re- 
marks. Perhaps  it  would  be  wise  to  issue 
War  Offioe  memorandums  or  Army  orders 
as  to  some  of  the  questions  about  the 
selection  of  sites  for  camps,  and  also  to 
promulgate  as  rapidly  as  possible  this  new 
scheme,  in  order  not  only  that  employers 
of  labour,  but  the  officers  and  Volunteers 
themselves,  could  make  their  arrange- 
ments for  carrying  out  to  the  best  of 
their  ability  the  scheme  of  instruc- 
tion, with  which  he  most  heartily  agreed. 
He  might  tell  the  Committee  that  the 
military  authorities  had  taken  many 
lessons  from  the  Volunteers  in  the  early 
days  in  the  matter  of  uniform.  He  could 
recollect,  when  they  found  their  own 
uniforms,  that  many  of  the  regiments  were 
clothed  in  a  Norfolk  jacket,  knicker- 
bockers, and  gaiters.  Did  not  we  see  now 
that  the  clothing  in  which  our  troops  had 
gone  out  to  South  Africa,  also  that  in 
which  they  went  to  Egypt,  was  largely 
due  to  the  lessons  the  Volunteers  taught 
as  to  useful  clothing  ?  Then  it  was  most 
imperative,  as  they  were  now  about  to 
go  into  camp  for  a  much  longer  period 
than  they  had  ever  been  before,  that  an 
extra  pair  of  trousers  should  be  provided 
for  the  Volunteers  for  this  work.  He 
hoped  it  would  be  explained  whether 
they  were  goine  to  have  a  larger  capita- 
tion grant  in  oraer  that  they  might  carry 
out  these  requirements.  He  saw  the 
difficulty  in  re-clothing  the  Volunteer 
force  unless  the  capitation  grant  was 
increased.  Another  point  in  connection 
with  this  extended  training  that  he 
wished  to  bring  to  the  notice  of  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War  was 
this :  Up  to  the  present  time,  on  a  youn^ 
officer  joining  the  force,  when  he  had 
gone  through  a  month's  training  at  the 


school  of  instruction,  or  at  the  depdt,. 
and  attained  his  certificate,  he  had  been 
granted  an  allowance  of  £20.  He  saw  a. 
great  difficulty  this  year,  as  they  were  to- 
be  called  out  for  twenty-eight  days,  in 
calling  upon  young  officers  to  giva 
another  month  to  attending  instruction 
at  the  depots,  to  obtain  the  certificate. 
In  this  emergency  year,  if  the  War  Office 
could  see  their  way  to  grant  some  indul- 
gence as  regards  the  outfit  of  young 
officers,  it  would  be  appreciated  very 
much  by  all  who  were  anxious  to  join  the 
force.  He  should  give  it  his  warmest 
support. 

Mr.  BRYCE  (Aberdeen,  S.)  said  ho 
was  not  in  the  habit  of  intervening  in 
debates  of  this  kind,  but  he  did  not  wish 
to  lose  the  opportunity  of  expressing  the 
great  satisfaction  and  pleasure  with  which 
he  saw  that  a  great  step  forward  was 
going  to  be  taken  this  year  in  promoting 
volunteering.  He  was  one  of  those,  like 
the  hon.  Member  who  had  just  spoken, 
who  remembered  the  beginning  of  the 
Volunteer  movement  in  1859.  In  fact, 
he  was  one  of  the  original  Volunteers  in 
that  year,  and  ever  since  then  he  had  had 
a  strong  feeling  that  the  Government  of 
the  day  did  not  do  what  it  ought  to  have 
done  in  the  way  of  encouraging  Volun- 
teering. Whether  it  was  the  old-fashioned 
ideas  which  held  control  of  the  War 
Office,  or  want  of  sufficient  money,  the 
policy  of  the  War  Office  had  not  been 
sufficiently  favourable  in  encouraging  the 
Volunteer  corps  in  the  country.  He 
thought  a  great  opportunity  was  lost  in 
the  first  years  after  1859  to  make  the 
Volunteer  movement  rightly  popular  by 
giving  it  not  only  support  in  money,  but 
certain  privileges  which  would  have  made 
the  position  of  a  Volunteer  more  generally 
desirable.  We  ought  all  to  feel  that  it 
was  a  privilege  to  serve  our  country; 
and  he  earnestly  hoped  that  the  policy 
adopted  by  the  Government  this  year 
would  be  pursued  as  a  continuous  policy. 
In  his  early  days  he  and  others  felt  that 
the  time  might  come  to  introduce  conscrip- 
tion in  this  country,  as  in  the  Cbntineutal 
nations  of  Europe ;  and  they  always 
felt  that  one  of  the  best  securities  against 
conscription  was  a  large  Volunteer  force, 
which  would  prove  a  reserve  for  the 
Army  in  times  like  those  through  which 
we  are  now  passing.  Their  hope  was 
that  the  Volunteer  movement  would 
familiarise  the  citizens  with  the  idea  that 
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it  was  a  man's  duty  to  be  willing  to  make 
some  sacrifice  for  the  benefit  of  his 
country.  He  was  not  competent  to  enter 
into  the  details  of  many  of  the  questions 
which  would  contribute  to  great  improve- 
ment in  the  Volunteer  system;  but  he 
should  like  to  say  that  we  ought  to  be 
prepared  to  give  support  to  the  War 
Office  in  any  scheme  for  the  improvement 
of  the  Volunteers.  One  of  these  was  the 
provision  of  rifle  ranges.  It  was  more 
difficult  to  find  such  ranges  for  the  Volun- 
teers than  for  the  Regular  Army,  and  the 
difficulty  was  much  greater  now  than  in  the 
old  days,  when  a  500  yards  range  was 
thought  sufficient  for  ordinary  purposes. 
Something  might  also  be  done  in  the  way 
■of  influencing  employers  to  give  certain 
advantages  to  those  of  their  employees 
who  were  Volunteers,  and  to  make  it  easy 
for  them  to  attend  their  drills,  and  go 
into  camp  when  called  out.  He  was 
persuaded  that  by  taking  advantage  of 
the  flowing  tide  there  would  be  a  great 
response  in  the  country  to  anything  the 
Government  might  do  in  favour  oi  the 
encouragement  of  the  Volunteer  move- 
ment. The  more  encouragement  they 
-could  give,  especially  to  the  training  of 
Volunteer  officers,  and  making  them 
i^horoughly  competent  in  all  military 
duties,  the  better  it  would  be  for  the 
force.  He  believed  there  would  be  a 
general  recognition  of  any  efforts  the 
•Government  took  in  favour  of  making  the 
Volunteers  popular,  and  in  favour  of 
making  what  they  wore  doing  this  year 
-not  a  temporary  measure,  but  a  permanent 
policy. 

Mr.  MORRELL  (Oxfonlshire,  Wood- 
stock) said  that  something  ought  to  be 
done  in  making  provision  for  the  training 
of  Volunteer  officers.  The  main  difficulty 
was  finance.  The  Vote  showed  an  in- 
crease of  £605,000  upon  last  year's 
estimate,  and  the  total  of  £1,230,000 
worked  out  at  about  £5  a  head,  which  was 
approximately  the  value  the  War  Office  put 
upon  the  Volunteer  force.  Surely  the 
Volunteers  were  worth  more  than  £b  a 
head.  The  commanding  officers  knew 
that  they  had  to  add  considerably  to  the 
capitation  grant  before  they  could  get 
their  corps  into  an  efficient  state.  When 
the  details  of  the  increase  in  the  capita- 
tion grant  were  looked  into  it  was  found 
that  £37,000  was  in  aid  of  equipment 
and  greatcoats.  He  asked  himself  what 
number  of  men  that  contemplated ;  how 

J/r.  Bryce. 


many  men  were  going  to  be  added  for 
that  amount?  Then  there  was  an  in- 
crease of  £204,000  for  the  purpose  of 
camps.  Camps  were  exceedingly  valu- 
able, and  if  efficiently  carried  on  mi^ht 
be  made  great  places  for  training,  out 
anyone  who  had  experience  knew  that 
many  hours  in  the  day  were  wasted  in 
camp.  If  the  Government  would  allow 
a  sufficient  siun,  many  things  could  be 
done  in  camp  which  had  never  been 
done  hitherto.  The  drill  book  had 
become  a  mere  incident,  and  details  re- 
quired to  be  worked  out  in  the  field.  A 
man  should  be  taught  the  handy  use  of 
tools  and  weapons.  Some  remedy  must 
be  found  for  the  waste  of  time  which 
now  took  place.  There  was  an  increase 
of  £92,000  in  miscellaneous  charges, 
£84,000  of  which  was  for  expenses  in 
horsing  guns  and  wagons.  Whether 
that  was  attributed  to  the  increase  in  the 
number  of  artillery  and  engineers  he  did 
not  know,  but  if  it  was  it  showed  a 
desire  to  improve  those  two  imits  of  the 
force.  The  increase  of  £604,000  included 
£330,000  on  account  of  the  war  in  South 
Africa.  Was  it  intended  that  the  Volun- 
teers who  had  gone  out  should  drop  their 
Volunteering  altogether  7  If  that  were 
so,  he  and  those  who  thought  with  him 
were  at  cross  piurposes  with  the  War 
Office. 

♦Colonel  COTTON  -  JODRELL 
(Cheshire,  Wirral)  assumed  that  the 
remarks  made  by  the  right  hon.  Geutle- 
man  in  reference  to  the  Yeomanry  also 
applied  to  the  Volunteers.  That  being 
so,  he  would  like  to  know  exactly  how  the 
increased  capitation  grant  would  he 
calculated. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  If  a  man  is  in  camp 
over  fourteen  days  the  capitation  grant  is 
made  on  the  higher  scale.  If  he  is  in 
camp  less  than  fourteen  days  it  is  made 
on  the  lower  scale. 

♦Colonel  COTTON  -  JODRELL  said 
that  what  was  required  to  increase  the 
efficiency  of  the  Volunteer  officers  was  that 
greater  facilities  should  be  given  them  to 
become  acquainted  with  the  routine  and 
discipline  of  the  Regular  Army.  The 
question  of  clothing  was  a  question  of 
management.  In  the  corps  with  which 
he  was  connected  they  were  able  to  supply 
a  man  with  a  red  serge  frock  and  a  ouu? 
serge  frock  out  of  the  present  capitation 
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grant,  and  that  had  been  done  without 
detriment  to  the  regiment.  There  were 
many  uses  in  the  future  to  which 
Volunteers  might  be  put  which  could 
only  be  decided  by  the  experience  which 
officers  would  bring  back  from  South 
Africa,  and  he  hoped  that  some  new 
scheme  might  be  drawn  up  under  which 
they  mieht  become  accustomed  to  fight 
and  wouH  be  taught  to  fight  according 
to  the  conditions  of  the  enclosed  countries 
in  which  they  might  be  called  upon  to 
take  the  field. 

[The  chair  was  at  this  point  taken  by 
IVIr.  WoDEHOUSE  (Bath).] 


for  the  purpose  of  keeping  up  the  cycle 
He  further  suggested  that  a  grant  should 
be  made  to  local  farmers  for  the  provision 
of  transport.  He  congratulated  the 
Grovemment  on  the  proposal  to  add  a 
mounted  infantry  company  to  every 
Volunteer  battalion,  and  suggested  that 
where  possible  they  might  be  allowed  to 
form  more  than  one,  and  thought  that  a 
useful  purpose  might  be  served  by  ex- 
empting Volunteers  from  jury  service, 
which  in  itself  would  be  a  great  induce- 
ment for  many  men  to  join. 


Mr.  SCOTT  MONTAGU  (Hampshire,, 
New  Forest)  congratulated  the  Govern- 
ment on  the  recruiting  of  the  Volunteer 
forces,  but  pointed  out  that  the  greatest 
difficulty  was  to  get  officers  of  the  right 
kind  in  sufficient  numbers.      We  would 
not  get  them  until  further  inducements 
were  given  them  to  join,  and  he  suggested 
that  a  larger  grant  should  be  made  for 
the  purposes  of  uniform,  the  £20  grant 
not  being  sufficient  to  properly  fit  a  man 
out.     There  were  a  great  many  gentlemen 
living  in  the  country  and   engaged  in 
agricultural  pursuits  who  would  make  good 
officers  of  Volunteers,  and  form  the  best 
leaders  in  times  of  war,  but  who  in  these 
times  of    depression    were    not  able  to 
undertake    the    responsibilities    entailed 
upon  them  by  taking  a  commission.     He 
also  called  attention  to  the  fact  that  there 
were  a  large  number  of  men  in  Southamp- 
ton engaged  in  Government  works  who 
belonged    to  the    Hants    Brigade,    who 
when   they  went  to  camp  had  the  time 
spent  there  deducted  from  their  holidays,  | 
and  who  while  they  were  in  camp  were 
allowed  no  pay.     He  submitted  that  the 
Government  in  this  respect  ought  to  be  a 
model  employer,  and  contendea  that  they 
could  hardly  expect  private  employers  to 
grant  greater  facilities  for  men  to  go  to  camp 
than  were  granted  by  the  Grovemment 
itself.      He  also  asked  what  was  intended 
to  be  done  with  reference  to  a  cycle  grant, 
having  regard  to  the  valuable  work  now 
done  by  cyclists. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  I  propose  to  give 
a  grant  of  £2  2s.  for  every  man  who  ndes 
a  cycle. 

Mr.  SCOTT  MONTAGU  said  that 
his  point  was  that  a  grant  should  be  made 


Mr.  CHANNING  trusted  that  the 
great  reform  with  regard  to  the  Volun- 
teer system  which  had  been  announced 
would  affect  the  Volunteers  as  a  whole, 
and  not  merely  the  details.  When  speak- 
ing on  a  previous  occasion  of  a  Volunteer 
army  corp  he  meant  by  that  phrase 
that  the  Volimteer  system  might  be  so 
arranged  as  to  enable  all  the  Volunteers 
to  be  brought  together  and  gain  a 
more  experienced  knowledge  of  the  art  of 
war,  so  that  in  a  case  of  emergency  the 
Government  might  be  able  to  form  what 
in  reality  would  be  an  army  corps  for 
national  defence  out  of  the  Volunteers. 
He  hoped  that  that  view  would  be  adopted 
in  the  future,  and  that  the  Volunteers 
would  not  be  treated  merely  as  feeders 
to  the  Army. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM :    I  can  assure  the 

hon.  Grentleman  who  spoke  last  that  the 

War  Office  has  no  intention  whatever  of 

treating  the  Volunteers  as  feeders  for  the 

Army,  and  I  may  remind  him  that  we  are 

making    changes    of    various    kinds    in 

regard  to  the  Volunteer  force.  The 
hon.  Gentleman  who  opened  the  discus- 
sion gave  most  valuable  information,  and 
all  the  suggestions  he  has  made  will  he 
most  carefully  considered,  and  not  less  care- 
fully because  of  the  regard  he  has  shown  in 
not  pressing  for  an  immediate  answer  on 
every  point  he  has  brought  before  us. 
,  The  Volunteer  force  has  increased  since 
1 1  introduced  my  emergency  scheme  far 
more  rapidly  than  I  ventured  to  antici- 
pate. In  the  home  district  the  number 
of  Volunteers  on  November  1  was  36,351; 
on  March  1  the  number  was  41,725.  The 
establishment  of  the  Home  district  is 
44,312  men,  and  when  the  fact  that  the 
district  has  provided  the  City  Imperial 
Volunteers  and  the  Imperial  Yeomanry 
with  2,590  men  is  taken  into  account  it 
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can  be  said  that  the  home  district  has 
jumped  up  to  its  establishment  number 
at  a  single  bound.  The  total  strength  of 
the  Volunteers  throughout  the  kingdom 
on  November  1  was  230,427.  Since  then 
there  has  been  a  net  increase  of  19,179, 
making  a  total  of  249,606  men,  exclusive 
of  the  11,389  men  who  have  gone  out  to 
South  Africa,  so  that  between  IS  ovember  1 
and  March  1  there  had  been  an  increase  of 
over  30,000  men  in  the  Volunteers. 
There  could  not  be  a  more  striking  testi- 
mony of  the  patriotism  of  the  people. 
The  hon.  and  gallant  Grentleman  has 
called  attention  to  the  clothing  of  the 
Militia.  That  is  a  question  which  should 
not  be  very  urgently  pressed  at  this 
moment.  I  am  able  to  announce  that 
there  is  a  Committee  sitting  to  inquire 
into  the  whole  question  of  the  clothing  of 
the  Army,  and  they  are  rapidly  arriving 
at  a  conclusion  which,  I  think,  will  be 
agreeable  to  the  House.  I  have  taken 
notes  of  the  other  matters  which  have 
been  pressed  upon  my  attention,  and  can 
promise  that  they  will  be  carefully  con- 
sidered. The  hon.  Member  for  Wood- 
slock  made  a  very  temperate  speech,  and 
asked  for  some  explanation  of  the  figures. 
Estimates  are  always  very  difficult  to 
follow,  I  know.  We  are  paying  the 
nominal  capitation  grant  this  year  instead 
of  dividing  it,  so  that  from  our  apparent 
generosity  it  has  risen  to  £255,000. 
Putting  £330,000  as  the  actual  increase, 
I  should  distribute  that  by  allowing 
X200,000  for  camps  and  ranges,  £12,000 
for  travelling  expenses  to  and  fro, 
£38,000  for  equipment,  and  £80,000 
for  transport,  horses,  wagons,  and  so  on. 
I  am  glad  to  find  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Member  for  South  Aberdeen, 
as  an  original  Volunteer,  coming  forward 
to  bless  tne  scheme  of  the  Government, 
and  to  urge  us  to  fresh  efforts.  The 
Committee  may  rest  assm*ed  that,  while 
the  Government  are  doing  their  best  this 
year,  we  hope  by  the  aid  of  experience  to 
do  more  in  the  future. 

Sir  albert  ROLLIT  thought  that 
no  great  difficulties  would  arise  in  re- 
gard to  the  proposals  of  the  Government, 
and  that  employers  would  raise  no 
objection  to  a  month's  camp  for 
Volunteers,  and  the  other  difficulties 
which  were  apparent  had  been  disposed 
of  by  the  increased  grant  of  pay.  He 
was  sure  the  Committee  must  have  heard 
with  great  satisfaction  the  proposals  of 

Mr,  JFyndhum, 


the  right  hon.  Gentleman  as  to  the 
increase  of  the  Volunteers,  who  he 
thought  would  be  greatly  improved  under 
the  new  plans,  which  would  bring  them 
in  connection  with  Regular  officers.  It  waa 
to  be  hoped  that  there  would  be  no  undue 
expenditure  of  time  with  regard  to  the  time 
spent  in  camp  on  mere  psurade  drill,  but 
that  there  would  be  great  attention  paid 
to  actual  field  duty  and  musketry  practice, 
which  was  indeed  of  the  greatest  importance. 
He  had  just  one  word  to  say  as  to  the 
permanent  steps  that  ought  to  be  taken 
regarding  the  Volunteers.  It  was  not 
merely  an  emergency  we  had  to  deal 
with.  We  had  to  look  to  the  better 
organisation  of  the  force.  He  was  glad  to 
see  that  a  grant  was  proposed  for  ranges. 
That  was  distinctly  a  local  question. 
Proximity  was  everything.  The  Military 
Land  Act  would  admit  of  reform  in  this 
direction,  and  he  would  suggest  that  com- 
munication should  be  opened  with  the 
municipalities  and  other  local  authorities, 
who  might  be  permitted  to  render  aid  to 
the  Volunteer  service  by  local  contribu- 
tions. Headquarters  with  means  for  drill 
were  also  most  desirable,  and  that  was  a 
point  on  which  Volunteers  took  the  great- 
est interest.  He  was  glad  that  transport 
was  being  provided.  With  respect  to 
the  organisation  at  the  War  Office,  he 
said  there  should  be  direct  representation 
of  the  Volunteers  by  some  one  who  had 
a  knowledge  of  the  conditions  and  diffi- 
culties of  the  force.  He  approved  of  the 
statement  of  his  hon.  friend  that  there 
should  be  provision  for  exemption  from 
juries.  The  Volunteers  gave  their 
time  for  nothing  to  the  service  of 
the  State,  ard  it  was  very  hard  that 
they  should  also  be  called  upon  to  give 
their  time  for  civil  employment  as  welL 
There  was  a  growing  demand  among 
Volunteers  themselves  for  an  enlargement 
of  the  Volunteer  Act  of  1863.  The 
Volunteers  did  not  wish  to  wait  for 
embodiment  or  otherwise  until  there  waa 
a  possibility  of  actual  invasion.  They 
desired  to  feel  themselves  part  of  the 
actual  army  of  the  country,  and  to  be 
prepared,  by  proper  training  and  equip- 
ment, to  take  their  part  whenever  their 
services  might  be  required. 

Sir  mark  STEWART  (Kirkcud- 
brightshire) said  he  imderstood  from  what 
had  been  stated  that  if  one-half  of  a  regi- 
ment went  into  camp  the  capitation  grant 
would  be  given  to  that  half.     He  should 
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like  to  know  if  the  regiment  wculd  get 
the  capitation  grant  on  the  old  footing  on 
which  they  had  been  accustomed  to  get 
it  in  the  past  years. 

♦The  financial  SECRETARY  to 
THE  WAR  OFFICE  (Mr.  J.  Powell- 
Williams,  Birmingham,  S.)  replied  that 
they  would. 

Sir  mark  STEWART  remarked 
that  the  question  of  rifle  ranges  was  a 
most  important  matter.  in  many 
counties  there  were  quite  sufficient  rifle 
ranges  for  all  needs,  even  the  Militia  as 
well  as  the  Volunteers.  If  a  small  sum 
was  allowed  for  the  transport  of  men  it 
would  assist  very  largely  in  giving 
Volunteers  and  Militiamen  far  more 
opportunity  for  proving  themselves  com- 
petent in  carbine  shooting  than  at  pre- 
sent. It  would  cost  the  country  a  very 
small  sum.  The  Volunteers  experienced 
a  difficulty  in  getting  good  officers.  Ho 
could  not  help  feeling  that  a  large 
number  of  men  imbued  with  military 
ardour  would  come  forward  when  the 
present  war  was  over  and  make  their 
services  available  as  Volunteer  officers. 
It  would  do  great  good  to  the  Volunteers 
to  know  that  they  were  being  commanded 
by  men  who  had  had  actual  experience  in 
the  fleld. 

Mr,  SEELY  congratulated  the  Grovern- 
ment  on  the  great  increase  in  the  Volun- 
teers, which  they  were  right  in  antici- 
pating, and  also  on  the  spirit  with  which 
this  year  they  had  dealt  with  the  training 
of  the  Volunteers  and  the  general  demands 
of  that  force.  He  was  very  glad  that 
they  were  making  it  quite  clear  that  the 
training  they  were  asking  this  year  was 
an  emergency  proposal.  It  was  very  de- 
sirable that  it  should  not  be  considered 
a  permanent  demand  for  a  longer  period 
in  camp,  partly  on  account  of  the  men 
themselves,  but  still  more  on  account 
of  their  employers.  The  Volunteers 
could  not  in  many  cases  afford  either  the 
time  or  the  money  for  a  longer  time  in 
camp,  nor  could  they  get  permission  from 
their  employers  to  leave  their  work  for 
any  considerably  longer  period  than  at 
the  present  time.  At  this  time,  in  the 
peculiar  circumstances  of  the  country, 
with  practically  the  whole  Regular  Army 
abroad,  there  would  be  no  difficulty  in 
finding  men  willing  to  come  themselves,  or 
able  to  obtain  leave  from  their  employers 
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to  attend  in  camp  for  whatever  time 
the  Grovernment  considered  necessary  to 
render  them  thoroughly  efficient.  He 
did  not  want  the  War  Office  to  think  that 
any  success  they  might  have  had  in 
obtaining  a  longer  period  in  camp  this 
year  from  the  Volunteers  would  make  it 
desirable  to  have  it  in  future.  Having 
these  two  forces — the  Militia  and  the 
Volunteers  —  it  would  be  a  pity  to 
make  arrangements  for  the  Volun- 
teers which  would  prevent  the  class 
of  men  who  now  belonged  to  them 
from  joining  them,  and  which  would 
make  them  more  in  the  nature  of  the 
Militia  than  at  present.  There  were 
sufficient  numbers  available  for  both 
forces.  With  regard  to  the  places  where 
the  Volunteers  go  into  camp,  it  was  very 
desirable,  and  it  would  be  liked  by  the 
Volunteers,  that  they  should  be  sent — he 
did  not  say  every  year,  but  every  now 
and  then — either  to  the  actual  places  or 
somewhere  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
places  where  they  would  be  sent  in  case 
of  mobilisation,  there  being,  he  believed, 
at  the  War  Office  a  general  scheme  of 
mobilisation  for  the  Volunteers.  He 
suggested  that  every  four  or  five  years 
regiments  should  be  sent  to  these  places, 
so  that  the  officers  and  men  might  get  to 
know  the  country  in  the  neighbourhood 
where  their  services  might  be  required. 
He  concurred  with  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Member  for  South  Aberdeen  as  to 
the  very  great  importance  of  the  adequate 
training  of  Volunteer  officers,  and  with 
that  view  the  W^ar  Office  ought  to  give 
greater  facilities  for  officers  attending 
the  excellent  military  schools.  They 
should  also  consider  whether,  in  cases 
where  officers  could  not  attend  the 
schools,  some  arrangement  might  be  made 
for  local  training.  He  was  glad  the 
Gk)vernment  were  realising  the  importance 
of  providing  ranges.  He  impressed  upon 
them  that  it  was  very  desirable  they 
should  get  ranges  as  near  as  possible  to 
the  homes  of  the  Volunteers.  He  had 
the  impression  that  it  was  of  enormous 
value  that  a  man  should  be,  so  to  speak, 
at  home  with  his  weapon  and  know  it 
thoroughly,  and  a  man  could  only  be  in 
that  position  from  constantly  using  it. 
The  Volunteers  could  only  do  that  if  they 
had  ranges  near  to  their  homes.  He  con- 
gratulated the  Government  on  what  the 
Under  Secretary  has  said  about  sending 
some  officers  to  Switzerland  to  inquire 
into  the  system  of  short  ranges  existing 
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in  that  country  and  the  method  of 
making  them  safe.  That  showed  that 
the  Government  appreciated  the  value  of 
having  ranges  near  home.  All  Volun- 
teers would  feel  that  this  Government 
had  taken  considerable  interest  in  them, 
and  this  year  they  were  obviously  doing  | 
their  best  to  make  themselves  efficient  in 
every  possible  way. 

Mr.  DRAGE  (Derby)  spoke  of  the 
enormous  advantage  a  military  and  indus- 
trial community  was  likely  to  reap  from 
the  development  of  the  Volunteer  force. 
He  supported  the  view  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  South  Aber- 
deen that  with  a  proper  development  of  the 
Volunteer  force  we  should  reap  the  same 
advantages  that  foreign  countries  derived 
from  their  military  systems.  Discipline, 
such  as  was  obtained  in  military  training, 
had  an  effect  on  the  mind,  character,  and 
methods  of  a  man  which  were  of  great 
value  in  the  ordinary  avocations  of  civil 
life.  If  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had 
developed  his  point  a  little  further  he 
would  have  been  able  to  show  the  Com- 
mittee how  it  was  that  this  development 
of  the  Volunteer  movement  was  bound  up 
with  nearly  every  social  question  with 
which  we  had  to  deal.  There  were  three 
points  which  had  to  be  considered  in 
connection  with  the  development  of  the 
Vohint«?er  force,  namely,  first,  how  we 
shall  avoid  industrial  loss  by  taking  men 
away  from  labour  for  a  long  period ; 
second,  how  we  are  to  get  men 
and  train  them  ;  and  third,  how 
in  connection  with  this  system  of 
Volunteers  at  home  we  may  be 
able  to  institute  a  connection  with  the 
Volunteer  s\  stem  in  the  colonies.  He 
wished  to  say  a  word  on  the  training  of 
the  men  from  the  purely  industrial  point 
of  view.  He  urged  the  desirability  of 
getting,  if  possible,  in  connection  with 
any  large  scheme  of  Volunteer  reform, 
into  touch  with  the  schools,  pointing  to 
the  valuable  example  of  the  United 
Stat' s,  where  lx)ys  on  the  occasion  of 
great  national  festivals  heard  speeches 
with  regard  to  the  national  heroes  and  so 
forth.  If  we  had  in  connection  with  the 
elementary  and  secondary  schools  a 
system  of  military  training,  it  seemed  to 
him  that  we  should  increase  the  flow  of 
men  into  the  Volunteer  service  we  so  much 
desired.  It  was  true,  as  the  hon.  Member 
for  South-east  Essex  had  said,  that  there 
was  hardly  room  in  the  Volunteer  force 
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for  every  man  who  desired  to  enter  it, 
but  he  trusted  that  provision  would  be 
made  for  a  larger  increase  than  had 
taken  place  this  year.  The  Government 
would  have  to  face  some  form  of  organisa- 
tion which  might  prevent  the  Volunteera 
who  had  beenin  South  Africa  going  into  the 
ranks  of  the  unemployed,  and  coming 
upon  the  rates.  He  suggested  that  there 
should  be  in  connection  with  the  Volun- 
teer force  some  sort  of  old  age  pension 
scheme.  He  had  opposed  old  age  pen- 
sions from  the  first  on  the  ground  that 
the  people  who  were  to  receive  the 
pensions  had  not  given  some  sort  of 
public  service.  Some  would  be  glad 
to  welcome  an  old  age  pension  scheme 
which  would  be  condStional  upon  giving 
service  in  the  Volunteer  force,  because 
we  should  then  see  that  public  service 
had  been  rendered  for  the  pension  given. 
With  respect  to  representation  of  the 
Volunteers  at  the  War  Office,  be  said,  if 
the  reformers  in  that  House  got  their 
way  and  got  decentralisation  established, 
that  would  be  very  valuable  in  connection 
with  the  Volunteer  movement. 

MR.RADCLIFFE  COOKE(Hereford)  : 
I  do  not  know  that  I  entirely  agree 
with  what  has  been  said  as  to  the  indus- 
trial value  of  the  military  discipline  to 
which  young  men  on  the  Continent  are 
subjected.  I  do  not  mean  exactly  that 
I  object  on  the  ground  of  their  with- 
drawal from  industrial  life,  though  that, 
of  course,  is  very  important  indee<l.  In 
my  judgment  it  is  to  a  great  extent  due 
to  our  not  having  the  Continenta.  system 
that  we  are  able  to  pay  for  a  ver}' 
expensive  war,  that  we  are  richer  than. 
other  countries,  and  that  we  can  on  an 
emergency  procure  men  and  material  in 
a  way  other  countries  cannot.  Another 
feature  of  our  military  system  is  this. 
Half  a  dozen  re(icoats  can  put  an 
English  mob  to  flight.  It  is  different 
on  the  Continent,  where  every  man  is  a 
trained  soldier.  I  was  an  ori^naJ 
Volunteer,  and  in  those  days  it  Wiis  a 
force  to  which  the  middle  class  largely 
belonged.  Now  there  are  in  the  Volun- 
teer force  many  young  men  who,  if  that 
force  did  not  exist,  would  be  in  the 
Militia  or  the  Regular  Army.  It  is  some- 
times said  that  the  Volunteer  force  is  a 
sham.  One  does  not  like  to  say  that  the 
Volunteer  force  is  a  sham,  but  vet  a 
great  many  people  think  so.  Ofie  doe* 
not  like  ta  depreciate  the  Volunteer  force^ 
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with  all  theii*  energy  and  self-denial. 
There  was  a  time  when  the  country 
and  the  War  Office  never  thought  the 
Volunteers  would  be  of  the  least  use. 
Neither  the  country  nor  the  War  Office 
have  ever  thought  that  the  Volunteers 
would  be  much  use.  If  the  War  Office 
bad  thought  so  they  would  have  provided 
proper  means  of  transport,  made  the 
Volunteers  a  mobile  force,  and  hot  allo- 
cated them  to  certain  kopjes  around  the 
metropolis,  and  armed  them  with  obsolete 

funs.     The  chief  lesson  of  the  war  has 
een  that  a  comparatively  small  body  of 
what  used  to  be  called  "  sharp-shooters," 
men  who  could  shoot  straight,  can  defend 
their  country  very  successfully  against  a 
foe  armed  with  the  best  modern  weapons. 
If  the  War  Office  nerved  themselves  to 
the  task  of  forming  the  Volunteers  into  a 
mobile  force  of  50,000  men,  able  to  shoot 
straight,  and  anned  with  the  best  guns, 
they    would    do    more    to    render    this 
country  safe  against  invasion,  or  even  the 
fear  of  invasion,  than  by  any  project  of 
making    the   Volunteers  approach   more 
nearly  to  the  Regulars.      With  regard  to 
the  facilities  for  learning  the  art  of  shoot- 
ing straight,  I  was  referred  the  other  day 
to  a  Return  issued  last  year,  from  which 
I  find  that  within  the  last  ten  years  there 
have  been   536  ranges  closed,  and  only 
205  new  ranges  opened,  leaving  a  balance 
to  the  bad  of  331.     I  recently  asked  for 
information  as  to  whether  the  Volunteer 
corps,  county  and  borough  councils  had 
availed    themselves,  and  if  so  to    what 
extent,  of  the  provisions  of  the  Ranges 
Act  of  1891,  and  I  was  told  I  could  move 
for  a  Return  because  so  many  inquiries 
would  be  necessitated.     In  my  innocence 
of  military  matters  I  supposed  that  this 
information  would  be  at  the  War  Office, 
and    that    it  would    be   a   clerk's    work 
for  a  few  hours  to  prepare  a  reply  to  my 
question.     But  it  appears  that  the  infor- 
mation, although  most  important,  is  not 
in  the  possession  of  the  War  Office.     We 
have  been  told  that  certain  officers   are 
being   sent   to  Switzerland   to   make  in- 
quiries about   the   ranges   there.     WTiat 
are  they  going  for  ?    Perhaps  to  buy  some 
mountains  to  put  at  the  back  of  the  tar- 
gets in  this  country.     I  always   thought 
there    was    an   Intelligence   Department 
connected  with  the  War  Office,  of  which 
the  primary  duty  would  be  to  keep  the 
authorities  fully  informed  of  the  doings 
of    other     countries    in    this    important 
matter.     But  it  is  now,  at   the  eleventh 


hour,  after  our  men  have  been  shot  down 
in  consequence  of  the  superiority  of  the 
firing  of  the  enemy,  that  officers  are  to 
be  sent  to  a  little  country  like  Switzer- 
land to  make  inquiries  which  ought  to 
have  been  made  years  ago.  Forty-two 
years  ago  a  pamphlet  was  written  on 
"England's  Dormant  Strength,"  in  which 
my  father  advocated  the  very  thing  the 
War  Office  now  propose  to  do.  At  that 
time  it  was  the  opinion  of  the  people  that 
these  men  were  to  be  riflemen.  This  is 
a  very  glaring  instance  of  the  negligence 
of  the  War  Office.  We  were  told  the  other 
day  that  behind  our  targets  it  was  neces- 
sary to  have  a  butt  200  feet  wide. 

*iMr.  J.  PO WELL- WILLIAMS :  The 
answer  I  gave  was  that  with  the  existing 
rifle  it  is  necessary  in  a  ra.ige  of  1,000 
yards  to  have  another  2,000  yards  ])ehind 
the  range  as  a  safety  zone. 

Ma.  RADCLIFFE  COOKIE :  That  is 
precisely  what  I  was  going  to  say,  but 
what  the  hon.  Gentleman  calls  a  **  zone  of 
safety "  I  call  a  "  butt."  You  have  to 
purcliase  land  for  that  purpose,  which 
makes  the  cost  of  long  ranges  almost  pro- 
hibitive. But  shorter  sites  could  easily 
be  obtained.  Although  I  Uave  a  strong 
belief  in  long  distance  shooting,  yet  it  is 
well  known  that  the  greatest  mortality 
occurs  at  between  300  and  500  yards,  and 
if  a  man  can  shoot  properly  at  that  range 
Ac  will  be  a  very  much  better  shot  at  a 
longer  distance  than  a  man  who  has  not 
had  the  opportunity  of  shooting  at  even 
500  yards.  Instead  of  the  W^ar  Offic» 
sending  officers  to  Switzerland  they  shoulo 
dependf  on  our  local  authorities,  and  ascer- 
tain fropi  them  where  in  their  respective 
neighbourhoods  such  likely  sites  are  to  be 
found. 

*SiR  JOHN  COLOMB :  I  think  there  is 
a  great  difficulty  in  the  matter  of  policy  in 
regard  to  the  Volunteers,  and  for  this  reason 
— it  is  a  force  not  created  by  responsible 
authority  and  determined  by  the  condi- 
tions of  our  situation.  It  was  spontaneously 
imposed  in  a  time  of  panic  in  1859.  I  am 
one  of  those  who  rejoice  that  we  have  got 
the  Volunteer  force  we  have,  and  I  am 
distinctly  in  favour  of  promoting  in  every 
way  the  efficiency  of  that  force,  and  en- 
couraging it  in  every  possible  way.  But  if 
the  policy  of  the  War  Office  is  simply 
the  policy  which  rests  upon  the  theory 
originally  adopted — namely,   the  fear  of 
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a  gigantic  invasion  by  a  foreign  Power — 
then  1  say  their  policy  is  wrong,  and  if 
you  are  pursuing  that   policy    you    are 
making  a  mistake.     1  take  it  upon  this 
ground :  It  must  be  remembered  that  in 
order  to  exist  as  an  Empire  we  must  have 
naval  supremacy  which  will  absolutely  pre- 
vent any  great  invasion.     I  am  free  to 
confess,    looking  at  it  from    a  practical 
point  of  view,  you  must  contemplate  raids 
here  and  there.     Therefore  the  organisa- 
tion   of    the     Volunceer    force     in    the 
future  appears  to  me  to   be   this — that 
as      far      as      the      question      of     the 
defence  of  these  shores  goes  they  have 
to  be  organised  for  the  purpose  of  meet- 
ing not  a  great   invasion    but   possibly 
worrying  raids  here  and  there.    They  may 
be  few,    but  you  have  got  to  organise 
against  attack  in  that  way.     I  notice  that 
the  policy  of  the  War  Office  seems  to  be 
to  treat  the  force  as  a  great  army  to  be 
prepared  to  meet  another  great  army. 
V^ou  must  bear  in  mind  that  to  get  the 
best  of  your  population  into  the  ranks  of 
the  Volunteers  it  is  necessary  to  remember 
that  the  units  have  only  got  a  certain 
amount  of  time  to  give,  and  you  must  aim 
at  getting  individual  efficiency.    Whether 
as  artillerymen   or    riflemen,   your    aim 
should  be  to  make  the  Volunteers  a  great 
school  for  teaching  individual  efficiency  as 
military  units.      The  Volunteers  who  go 
into  camp  take  their  cash  into  considera- 
tion.    They  make  a  sacrifice,  and  they 
have  got  their  wives  and  children  to  coW 
sider,  and  the;^  combine   their   military 
training    with    their    outing,    and   they 
generally  choose  places  of  popular  resort. 
Yarmouth  is  one  of  the  places  which  they 
choose,  and  there  is  a  tremendous  demand 
from  the  Midland  and  Northern,  counties 
from  Volunteers  to  come  to  Yarmouth. 
They  go  into  camp  there  in  brigades,  and 
the  men  give  their  whole  time  to  military 
training,  but  their  families  are  often  there 
too,    and    they   combine    their    holiday 
with  the    camp    training.     But    if    you 
are    going     to     bring     the     Volunteers 
together  in  large   camps  as  great  armies 
on  Salisbury  Plain  and   elsewhere,   you 
must  recollect  that  you  are  asking   the 
men  to  do  more  than  they  have  ever  done 
before,  for  you  are  asking  them  to  give 
up  the   ordinary   system    of    combining 
their  holiday  for  their  families  and  them- 
selves  with  their    military    training.     I 
cannot  help  thinking  that  the  War  Office 
are  not  considering  the  instincts  of  human 
nature    sufficiently   in   a   programme   of 

Sir  John  Colmnh. 


getting  Volunteers  for  any  length  of  time 
to  go  into  these  very  large  camps,  where 
they  will  be  separated  not  merely  from 
their  employment,  but  from  their  families 
at  the  very  time  when  they  usually  take 
their  holidays.     I  cannot  see  the  object 
of  getting  very  large  bodies  of  Volunteers 
together.    The  efficiency  of  the  individual 
Volunteer  can  be  assured  far  better  under 
other  conditions  than  in  huge  camps.  The 
object  of  huge  camps  is  not  to  improve 
the  training  of  units,  but  it  is  to  improve 
the  superior  officers.     Company  training 
is  necessary  for  units,  and  it  is  necessary 
to  bring  companies  into  battalion  for  the 
training  of  those  who  command  them, 
but  I  do  take  exception  to  the  collecting 
of   Volunteers  into  divisions  and  army 
corps  in  camp  under  the  idea  that  you 
are   improving    the    individual    unit    of 
the  Volimteers.     All  you  are  doing,  is  to 
use    the   individual    units   to    give    the 
superior    officers    special    knowledge    of 
dealing  with  masses  of  men,  and  I  think 
when  you  do  that  you  are  doing  something 
which  is  likely  to  make  the  Volunteer 
force  unpopular,  if  you  use  Volunteers  ba 
a  sort  of  machinery  merely  for  the  train- 
ing of  superior  officers.     As  a  policy  it 
appears  to  me  the  proper  course  is  to  give 
convenient  facilities  free  of  expense  to 
Volunteer  officers  for  them  to  learn  their 
business  as  officers  with  regular  troops  in 
regular  camps,  and  to  use  the  local  means 
affi^rded  in  every  district,  and  make  it  as 
convenient  as  possible  for  Volunteer  non- 
commissioned officers  and  men  to  become 
efficient  with  the  least  inconvenience  to 
themselves,  with  the  least  separation  from 
their  employment,  and    with   the   least 
separation  from  their  families.      I  cannot 
say  myself  that  I  am  satisfied  at  all  with 
the  policy,  as  I  understand  it,  which   is 
being  pursued   by  the    War  Office.       I 
think    there    is    too   much    looking  at 
Volunteers  as  if  they  were  not  men  but 
machines,  and  the  Government  proposals 
place  too  much  reliance  upon  the  supposi- 
tion that  the  men  are  not  only  going  to 
sacrifice  their  holidays,  their  families,  but 
also  employment  to  go  into  large  camps. 
As  every  officer   knows,  the   training  \\\ 
large  camps  is  more  useful  for  the  officers 
than  for  the  men   themselves.      If   the 
policy    of    the    War  Office   is  that   the 
Volunteer  force  must  be  prepared  to  act 
as  a  huge  army  to  meet  another  huge 
army  on  these  shores,  then  I  say  that  is  a 
blunder,  and  cannot  be  justified  scientifi- 
cally.    If,  on  the  other  hand,  the  reason- 
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able  possibilities  are  considered,  and  the 
Volunteer  force  is  to  answer  its  true  pur- 
pose— which  is  that  it  shall  be  a  mobile 
lorce  organised  in  such  a  way  that  each 
district  shall  have  its  own  coast  line 
allotted  to  it,  together  with  the  necessary 
hinterland  of  that  coast  line,  and  shall 
have  all  the  local  knowledge  and  military 
machinery  necessary  for  resisting  a 
sudden  worrying  small  raid —then  we 
know  where  we  are.  That  is  my  view, 
and  I  think  it  is  the  true  view,  but  1 
cannot  discover  that  it  is  the  view  of 
the  Wijr  Office.  Recollect  what  that  means. 
You  group  your  Volunteer  forces  into 
small  complete  mobile  bodies  according  to 
the  nature  of  the  coast  line  and  the  hinter- 
land. You  group  them  as  a  mobile  local 
force  organised  for  the  defence  of  that 
particular  portion  of  coast.  You  can 
always,  if  necessary,  bring  these  military 
groups  of  organised  force  together,  just 
as  you  can  bring  battalions  into  brigades 
or  into  divisions.  Having  provided  against 
a  worrying  raid  in  each  district  you 
should  next  lay  yourselves  out  for  pro- 
viding the  local  means  within-  each  dis- 
trict of  efficiently  training  your  units. 
Having  done  this,  remember  the  Volun- 
teer Army  is  a  great  reserve  of  trained 
units  upon  which  you  can  rely  in  a  great 
emergency  to  volunteer  to  go  anywhere 
and  do  anything.  That  appears  to  me 
to  be  the  true  view,  and  if  you  put  too 
much  strain  upon  the  individual  Volun- 
teers to  get  them  to  a  pitch  of  perfection 
— which  you  have  no  right  to  expect 
under  the  conditions  you  are  now  offer- 
ing— you  make  a  mistake.  With  re- 
gard to  the  training  of  the  individual 
units,  I  wish  to  endeavour  to  get  some 
information  as  to  what  the  Government 
intend  really  1k)  do  about  their  ammunition. 
I  want  to  know  if  they  are  going 
to  supply  a  sufficiency  of  free  ammuni- 
tion. There  is  an  impression  abroad  that 
the  Government  are  contemplating  giving 
very  freely  ammunition  to  Lord  Wemyss's 
Keserve  Volunteers,  but  the  limits  have 
not  been  stated.  Is  there  to  be  an  un- 
limited supply  of  free  ammunition  to 
Keserve  and  not  to  Active  Volunteers  ? 
I  am  told  the  Government  are  too 
niggardly  with  regard  to  the  supply  of 
ammunition  to  the  Volunteers  actually 
serving  in  the  ranks.  Perhaps  my  hon. 
friend  will  clear  that  point  up  in  his  reply. 
It  is  a  fact,  I  presume,  that  the  policy  of 
the  Grovemment  is  that  the  Reserve 
Volunteers   shall  have  free  ammunition. 


I  should  much  like  to  know  whether 
the  War  Office  intends  to  increase  to  anv 
considerable  degree  the  quantity  of  free 
ammunition  to  the  Volunteers  actually 
serving.  I  do  not  think  I  need  trouble  the 
Committee  any  f  luther,  except  to  repeat 
that  the  policy  of  the  War  Office  should 
be  to  group  or  organise  the  Volunteers 
by  smaller  districts,  to  encourage  by 
every  possible  means  the  individual 
training  of  the  units,  and  to  give  the 
officers  every  opportunity  at  Aldershot 
and  all  the  other  military  centres  of 
learning  their  business  as  officers  with 
the  regular  troops.  By  these  means  you 
would  greatly  increase  the  efficiency  of 
officers  and  men  of  the  Volunteers. 

Dr.  tanner  drew  attention  to  the 
fact  that,  while  under  Headings  A.  and 
B.  the  amount  of  the  Estimate  had  in- 
creased from  £259,200  to  £568,000,  or 
more  than  doubled,  only  £300  of  that 
increase  went  to  the  pay  of  the  adjutants 
connected  with  the  Volunteer  force,  while 
the  pay  of  the  sergeant  instructor  had 
only  gone  up  by  £1,500.  This  point  was 
certainly  wortny  of  explanation.  In 
connection  with  the  total  Vote,  it  was  a 
great  injustice  that  while  Ireland  had  to 
contribute  a  large  proportion  of  the 
£1,230,000  to  be  provided  from  taxation, 
there  was  no  such  thing  as  a  Volunteer 
corps  in  that  country.  It  was  suggested 
that  there  should  be  a  regiment  of  Irish 
Guards,  and  yet  the  authorities  would  not 
allow  a  regiment  of  Irish  Volunteers  to 
be  formed.  The  present  state  of  things 
was  cruel  and  unjust,  and  the.  Irish  re- 
presentatives would  not  be  doing  their 
duty  if  they  permitted  this  Vote  to  pass 
without  raising  their  voices  in  protest. 
If  the  Irish  people  were  not  worthy  of 
possessing  rifles,  it  was  to  be  hoped  that 
at  some  future  time  they  might  have 
rifles  with  or  without  the  assistance  of 
any  English  Government. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND  (Clare, 
E.):  This  Vote  deserves  considerable 
attention  from  the  Committee.  When 
Irish  Members  of  Parliament  are  called 
upon  to  vote  £1,250,000  for  the  support 
of  Volunteers  in  this  country,  the  ques- 
tion naturally  arises  why  the  Irish 
people  are  not  allowed  any  part  in  the 
Volunteer  movement.  In  my  opinion, 
the  Volunteer  force  is  the  most  deserving 
branch  of  the  whole  military  strength  of 
the   Crowii    in   this    country.      Nothing 
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could  be  more  admirable  from  your  point 
of  view  than  the  way  in  which  thousands 
of  young  men  give  up  the  only  afternoon 


really  desired  the  welfare  of  our  country. 
I  do  not  believe  for  a  single  moment 
that  the  men  who  would  form  the  Volun- 


in  the  week  at  their  disposal  in  order  to  I  teer  battalions  in  Ireland  would  be  a  bit 
take  part  in  this  movement.  But  how  |  false  to  the  conditions  under  which  they 
can  we  Irish  be  asked  to  vote  this  money,  joined.  They  would  join,  not  for  service 
a  considerable  proportion  of  which  will  abroad,  but  would  band  themselves  to- 
come  from  Irish  taxpayers,  when  the  gether  to  guard  the  foreshores  of  Ireland 
insulting  stigma  and  slur  is  cast  upon  our  I  from  foreign  invasion.  Over  a  hundred 
countrymen  of  depriving  them  of  that  years  ago  this  country  was  pressed  by  the 
right  of  volunteering  which  is  given  to  threatening  aspect  of  affairs  in  France 
the  inhabitants  of  Great  Britain  1  So  '  and  the  Continent  generally.  At  that 
strongly  do  1  feel  on  this  point  that  I  I  time  the  Irish  people  were  allowed  to  join 
shall  move  a  reduction  of  the  Vote,  and  I  their  gallant  battalions,  and  but  for  that 


press  it  to  a  division.     Why  are  not  the 
citizens   of    Ireland    permitted    to   bear 


there  would  probably  have   been  an  in- 
vasion  of  Ireland.      Why  are  they  not 


arms  ?  Is  it  because  there  is  some  idea  allowed  to  do  so  at  the  present  time  1 
that  if  they  did  bear  arms  they  would,  i  We  are  told  that  all  the  penal  enact- 
while  defending  their  country,  still  see  ments  against  Ireland  have  been  removed, 
that  Ireland  received  all  the  rights  to  '  that  one  by  one  all  the  inequalities 
which  she  is  entitled,  just  as  did  the  Irish  between  British  men  and  Irish  men  have 
Volunteers  of  a  hundred  years  ago,  when  1  been  extinguished,  and  that  there  is 
they  insisted  on  the  independence  of  their  nothing  of  which  Irishmen  can  legiti- 
coimtry  ?  It  is  a  matter  of  history  that  '  mately  complain.  There  is  much  to 
that  force  was  one  of  the  finest  that  complain  of ;  but  if  there  is  nothing 
ever  assembled  in  any  country  in  the  1  else  we  have  a  right  to  complain  that 
world.  But  that  was  before  the  Union,  while  EngKshmen  are  allowed  to  baud 
and  ever  ."ince  then  the  system  of  rule  i  together  as  Volunteers,  Irishmen  are 
has  been  such  that,  with  the  exception  of  not.  I  maintain  that  that  is  a  badge 
those  who  through  lack  of  employment  i  of  inferiority  and  inequality,  and  an  in- 
generally  join  the  llegular  Army,  the  dication  that  the  Government  of  this 
citizens  of  Ireland  have  been  refused  the  country  are  not  satisfied  that  the  Irish 
right  to  bear  arms.  As  long  as  that  right  |  are  content.  1  would  point  out  what 
is  withheld  no  one  can  say  with  justice  '  an  utterly  absurd  position  this  rule 
that  the  Irish  people  are  satisfied  or  con- 1  of  law  in  regard  to  Irish  Volunteers 
tented,  or  that  the  Irish  representatives  brings  us  to.  An  Irishman  in  Dublin 
are  not  justified  in  protesting  against  this  is  not  allowed  to  bear  arms,  an 
Vote  as  unjust  and  unfair.     Why  were    Irishman  in  my  constituency   is   hardly 

English  regiments  sent  to  Ireland  to  re-    allowed  the  use  of  a  fowling-piece 

place   the  troops  withdrawn  for  service 

abroad  1    Doubtless   to  form  a  garrison  |    ♦The    CHAIRMAN :  I  must  point  out 

for   the  protection    of    Ireland.      There    to  the  hon.  Gentleman  that  ir^  the  course 

were  many  rumours  of  foreign  complica-  ■  of  his  observations  he  has  repeated  him- 

tions.     Supposing  those  foreign  complica- 1  self  several  times. 

tions  occurred.     Are  we  to  be  told  that  if 

our  country    is  invaded   we  are   to  be        Mr.    WILLIAM    REDMOND :  With 

obliged  to  hide  behind  the  skirts  of  the —  '  very   great  respect  to  you,   Mr.   Wode- 

I  almost  called  them  soldiers — members    house,    I  am  sorry  I  cannot  agree  with 

of  the  Militia  battalions  which  have  been    your  ruling.     [llON.    MEMBERS :    Order, 

sent   to   Ireland  ?      The   very   idea   is  a    order !] 

positive  insult.     We  ought  to  be  allowed 

to  raise  our  own  Volunteer  battalions.    If      *The  CHAIRMAN  :  I  am  occupant  of 

such  an  order  were  issued  to-morrow  it    the   Chair   for  the  time  being,  and  I  am 

woidd  be  received  with  enthusiasm,  and    entitled  to  the  respect  generally  accorded 

the   young   men   of  the   country   would    to  the  Chair. 

make  sacrifices  of  time  and  money  just  as 

do  the  young  men  of  Great  Britain.     I  do        Mr.   WILLIAM    REDMOND:    It   is 

not  for  a  moment  believe  that  the  estab-    very  far  from  me  to  show  disrespect  to 

lishment  of  a  Volunteer  corps  in  Ireland    the  Chair.     The  very  fact  that  you  are 

would  give  dissatisfaction  to  any  body  who    not   the   regular    Chairman  is  the  very 

Mr.  William  RedmmuL 
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reason  why  I  should  not  do  so.  I  merely 
desire  to  point  out,  Sir,  that  I  do  not 
think  I  was  repeating  myself.  [Hon. 
Members:  Order,  order!]  That  is  a 
matter  of  opinion,  but  I  will  endeavour 
not  to  do  so.  However,  I  will  say  some- 
thing now  that  I  did  not  say  before,  and 
if  my  remarks  are  curtailed  there  is  an 
hon.  friend  of  mine  who  will  probably 
succeed  me.  [Laughter,  and  cries  of 
"  Order  !  "]  Any  interference  with  me  will 
not  conduce  to  facilitating  the  debate,  still 
less  will  the  interference  on  the  part  of 
the  hon.  and  gallant  Colonel  opposite. 
[Hon.  Members  :  Order,  order  !  ] 

Colonel  KENYON-SLANEY  ;  Do 
you  mean  me  ? 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND:  Yes, 
you  ! 

Colonel  KENYON-SLANEY:  I  rise 
to  order,  Mr.  Wod chouse.  I  made  no 
remark  of  any  sort  whatever,  and  the 
allusion  of  the  hon.  Gentleman  is  un- 
called for  and  unnecessary. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND :  If  the 
hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  wishes  me 
to  explain  what  I  mean  I  will  do  so. 

Colonel  KENYON-SLANEY:  Cer- 
tainly. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND  :  When 
1  was  not  in  this  House,  when-  my  back 
was  turned,  the  hon.  and  gallant  Gentle- 
man made  sneering  references  to  what  he 
was  pleased  to  call  the  treason  I  had 
talked  in  this  House.  The  next  time  he 
has  observations  of  that  kind  to  make  he 
should  make  them  to  my  face.  I 
repeat  nothing  under  the  privilege 
of  this  House  that  I  would  not  say  out- 
side. I  do  not  shelter  myself  under  the 
privilege  of  this  House  in  the  slightest 
degree.  I  have  said  outside  what  I  have 
said  here,  and  I  have  been  punished  and 
imprisoned  for  the  expression  of  my  senti- 
ments, and  I  will  repeat  them  again. 
"What  the  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman 
thinks  treason  we  consider  loyalty  to  our 
country.  The  absurdity  of  the  rule 
against  Volunteering  in  Ireland  is 
exemplified  by  the  fact  that,  whereas  any 
one  of  my  constituents  in  the  county  of 
Clare,  though  physically  far  superior  to 
the  ordinary  Englishman,  is  not  allowed 
to    bear  arms  there,  and    an    Irishman 


in     Dublin     is     not    allowed     to    bear 
arms   there,    let    my    constituent    or    a 
Dublin    Irishman   take  the   steamer  and 
come  to  London  and  oifer  himself,  with 
his  fine  physical  advantages,  as  a  member 
of  the  London  Irish  or  London  Scottish, 
as   many   Irishmen   do,  or  any   English 
Volunteer  corps,  he  is  gladly  accepted. 
[Hon.  Members  :  Hear,  hear  1]    Yes,  hon. 
Members  cry    "Hear,  hear";  and  what 
is  the    difference  between  an    Irishman 
in  Dublin  and  an  Irishman  in  London  ? 
The  crossing  of  the  Channel  does  not  make 
an    Irishman  into    an    Englishman,   but 
directly  he  comes  here  he  is  allowed  to 
join  the  Volunteer  force.      Why  is  that  ] 
I  call  on  the  Under  Secretary  to  state 
in  his  usual  plain  and  candid  fashion  why 
it  is  that  Irishmen  in  Ireland  have  this 
degradation  put   upon    them,    and   why 
Irishmen  in  other  parts  of  the  world  are 
allowed  equal  privileges  and  rights  in  this 
matter   with  the  other  subjects   of    the 
British     Empire.       I    ask     the     Under 
Secretary  to    show,    if  he  can,  if  it    is 
for  any  reason  except  that  old  distrust  and 
that   ill-feeling   of   misgiving   about   the 
I  contentment  of  the  Irish  people.     Apart 
I  from     the     Irish     point     of     view,     I 
!  maintain    that  if  the    British  desire    to 
I  stand  well  with  the  people  of  the  world, 
if    they    wish  to   prove  that  Ireland   is 
a  pacified    country,    they    should  allow 
Irishmen  to  bear  arms  in  defence  of  their 
country   as   they    allow    Englishmen    to 
'  do ;  and  as  long  as  they  do  not  do  so,  no 
'  impartial   people    throughout  the  world 
:  can    say    that     Ireland     is     fairly    and 
I  equally  treated  by  this  country.  To  mark 
I  the  strong  feeling  which  I  have  on  this 
<  matter   I   beg  to    move    the     reduction 
iof  this    Vote    of    Xl,230,000    for     the 
I  Volunteer  forces  by  the  sum  of  £30,000. 
I  I  may  say,  as  an  jidditional  reason   for 
'  doing  so,  apart  from  the  Irish  question, 
I  that    I    think   the    whole   arrangements 
of  the  present  Government  in  regard  to 
,  the     Volunteer     forces     are     perfectly 
;  absurd.     What  are  the  proposals  of  the 
\  Government  this  year  in  regard  to  the 
'  Voliuiteer    forces  ]      They    are     to    be 
invited   to  go  under  canvas   for  two  or 
I  three  months  in   onler  to  be  trained  to 
j  become  capable  defenders  of  the  country. 
Why,     a     more     utterly     preposterous 
I  proposition  was  never  heard  to  emanate 
from    any    Government    at    any    time. 
Who     in      his     senses      imagines     that 
the     Volunteers,     or    any    considerable 
proportion   of  the    Voliuiteers  of    Great 
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Britain,  could  give  two  or  three 
months  of  their  time  to  go  under  canvas  ? 
Everybody  knows  that  they  could  not  do 
anything  of  the  kind.  In  the  first  place, 
however  willing,  they  could  not  possibly 
get  the  time,  nor  could  their  employers 
keep  their  positions  open  two  or  three 
months  at  a  stretch.  A  great  number 
are  clerks,  young  men  engaged  in 
ordinary  commercial  pursuits.  Many 
occupy  extremely  subordinate  positions 
in  big  commercial  firms.  Who  is 
to  do  their  business  while  they 
are  away  under  canvas  1  And  what 
is  to  become  of  their  situations  after 
they  have  done  with  their  training  1 
Will  the  employers  dismiss  the  men 
who  had  been  temporarily  engaged  ?  The 
very  idea  is  impractical  and  utterly 
unworthy  of  any  Department  such  as  the 
War  Office.  Then  the  Militia  battalions 
are  asked  to  come  up  for  a  month  or  so 
every  year  in  the  ordinary  course  of 
affairs,  but  thjs  year  they  are  asked  to 
attend  drill  for  six  months.  This  is  not 
the  Vote  for  the  Militia,  and  I  will  not 
pursue  that  line  of  argument  further, 
except  to  say  that  they  might  be  able  to 
do  so;  but  I  utterly  deny  that  the 
Volunteers,  or  any  considerable  propor- 
tion of  them,  could  leave  their  occupations 
to  put  in  two  or  three  months  training 
under  canvas.  Why  is  this  proposition 
in  regard  to  the  Volunteers  made  ?  It 
is  made  because  it  is  necessary  to 
have  some  force  in  this  country,  and 
because  the  Government  have  not  the 
courage  to  admit  that  they  are  drifting 
to  conscription.  I  hold  that  this  pro- 
posal in  regard  to  the  Volunteers  is 
nothing  but  conscription  in  a  modified 
form.  These  young  men  entered  the 
Volunteer  battalions  under  the  condition 
that  every  Saturday  afternoon  they  would 
devote  to  drill,  and  that  once  a  year  they 
would  go  under  canvas  for  a  week's 
training.  Now  they  are  suddenly  told, 
without  a  word  of  warning,  that  the 
Saturday  afternoon  is  not  enough,  and 
eight  days  under  canvas  at  Easter  is 
not  enough,  but  that  they  are  to  come 
out  for  a  month's  drill  as  well.  That  is 
a  proposal  that  is  useless  and  must 
break  down.  The  Volimteers  themselves 
do  not  approve  of  it.  I  see  that  quite 
a  number  of  Volunteer  company  officers 
have  expressed  the  view  that  such  a  long 
period  of  training  cannot  be  done.  A 
more  absurd  proposal  to  meet  the  present 
crisis  was  never  made,  and  on  that  ground 

Mi\  William  Redmond, 


also  I  move  the  reductiDU  of  the  Vote ;. 
and  I  would  do  it  every  time  as  long  as 
my  countrymen  have  not  the  right  of 
freemen  ro  defend  their  own  shores. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed^ 
"That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £1,200,000, 
be  granted  for  the  said  service."— {3fr. 
WiUiam  Redmond^ 

Mr.  PATRICK  O^RIEN  (Kilkenny) 
seconded  the  motion  of  his  hon.  friendl 
He  thought  that  all  the  professions 
so  constantly  made  of  the  desire  on  the 
part  of  the  English  Government  to  do- 
iustice  to  Ireland,  and  the  professions 
of  belief  in  the  loyalty  of  the  Irish 
people,  were  unblushing  lies  when  at 
the  same  time  Irishmen  were  told 
that  they  could  not  defend  their  own 
shores.  His  hon.  friend  had  pointed  out 
that  a  citizen  of  Dublin  was  not  en- 
trusted to  have  arms,  but  if  he  took  a 
short  trip  of  two  and  a  half  hours,  and 
landed  in  this  country,  with  a  month's 
residence  he  might  become  a  Volunteer. 
Gould  any  one  outside  the  House  of  Com- 
mons— where  they  were  willing  to  believe 
anything  they  were  told — could  the  people 
of  any  European  country  believe — could 
they  themselves  believe  that  an  Irishman 
could  not  be  trusted  to  hold  a  rifle  except 
at  a  distance  of  two  and  a  half  hours 
journey  from  his  own  shores  1  He  did 
not  believe  in  the  sincerity  of  all  the 
praise  that  had  been  lavished  upon  his 
unfortunate  countrymen  who  were  fight- 
ing Britain's  unworthy  battles  in  South 
Africa,  when  they  were  not  willing  to  let 
them  get  a  training  at  home.  He  had  all 
the  admiration  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite 
had  expressed  for  the  Volunteers  in 
England.  They  were  splendid  men, 
and  he  gave  them  credit  for  real 
patriotism  and  a  desire  to  obtain  a  know- 
ledge of  the  use  of  arms,  so  that  when 
the  day  came  when  this  country  was 
invaded — as  he  believed  it  would  be 
sooner  than  some  anticipated — they  would 
be  prepared  ;  but  surely  Irishmen  should 
also  have  the  right  to  protect  their  own 
country  from  the  invader.  He  argued 
that  if  they  trusted  the  Irish  people,  and 
if  they  called  upon  them  to  pay  to  keep 
up  a  system  of  defence,  they  should  put 
into  their  hands  the  weapons  necessary 
for  their  own  protection.  So  long  as  they 
insisted  on  having  Volunteers  in  Great 
Britain,  and  Great  Britain  got  the  advan- 
tage of  these  Volunteers,  then  their  cost 
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should  be  made  an  exclusive  charge  on 
Great  Britain.  He  supposed  they  would 
be  told  that  Irishmen  got  all  the  advan- 
tages of  the  British  Empire,  but  they  did 
not  even  send  a  ship  to  Ireland  to  get 
the  barnacles  scraped  off  her  bottom. 

♦The  chairman  :  I  call  the  attention 
of  the  hon.  Member  to  the  fact  that  his 
remarks  are  not  directly  relevant  to  this 
Vote. 

Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN  said  he  had 
great  pleasure  in  seeing  Mr.  Wodehouse 
in  the  Chair,  but  he  was  arguing  for  a 
Volunteer  force  in  Ireland.  The  pro- 
vision of  the  Volunteer  force  was  for 
Great  Britain,  and  Great  Britain  ought  to 
pay  for  it.  He  wanted  the  Under  Secre- 
tary, with  all  his  sweetness  and  light,  to 
get  up  and  argue  why  Irishmen  should 
pay  for  a  Volunteer  force  which  they 
themselves  did  not  get.  It  was  a  cardinal 
doctrine  of  the  Liberal  party  that  taxation 
ought  to  be  accompanied  by  represen- 
tation, and  he  argued  that  if  Irishmen 
had  to  pay  for  a  Volunteer  force  they 
ought  to  have  a  Volunteer  force  in  Ire- 
land. He  did  not  want  to  evade  the 
Chairman's  ruling,  but  if  his  fellow 
countrymen  were  worth  praising  in  South 
Africa,  they  should  begin  at  home  and 
teach  the  boys  the  use  of  the  rifle.  If 
they  took  away  the  Irish  generals  and 
the  Irishmen  who  secured  the  \^ctorie8 
for  the  generals,  he  wanted  to  know 
where  Great  Britain  would  be.  It  was 
Ireland  all  along  the  line.  In  the  face  of 
that,  were  thev  going  to  send  out  a 
message  to  the  irishmen  in  South  Africa, 
whom  they  were  bespattering  with  praise, 
to  tell  them  that  they  could  wear  the 
sluunrock — if  they  could  get  it  and  pay 
the  cost  of  it — but  that  they  were  not 
allowed  to  be  Volunteers  at  home  ?  He 
was  not  without  hope — and  he  said  it 
deliberately — that  the  day  would  come 
when  they  would  me  that  they  had  left 
the  fighting  population  of  Ireland  without 
a  knowledge  of  arms. 

♦Mr.  JOHN  \VILSON  (Falkirk  Burghs) 
said  he  wished  to  bear  a  tribute  to  the 
gallantry  of  the  Irish  soldiers  in  South 
Africa  ;  but  he  reminded  the  Committ<^ 
that  Scottish  soldiers  had  also  borne  the 
heat  and  the  burden  of  the  dav  with 
equal,  if  not  greater,  heroism.  He  repre- 
sented a  district  in  which  there  was  a 
population  of  100,000,  and  in  which  they 


'  hjid  no  Volunteers.  And  why  ?  Because 
the  Airdrie  Volunteers  were  shamefully 
disbanded,  and  because  the  late  Secretary 
for  War — he  did  not  refer  to  the  present 
Secretary,  who  was  quite  a  different 
gentleman — for  the  purpose  of  making 
a  humorous  and  sarcastic  speech  in 
this  House,  threw  unmerited  disgrace 
upon  800  gailant  men.  He  had  asked 
for  an  inquiry  at  the  time,  and  if  that 
had  been  granted  it  would  have  been 
found  that  it  was  not  the  fault  of  the- 
Volunteers,  but  of  the  adjutant,  who  told 
a  number  of  deliberate  falsehoods  in 
regard  to  the  matter.  [Hon.  Members  : 
Oh,  oh !  ]  He  insisted  upon  an  in- 
quiry, ana  he  would  not  retract  his  words, 
because  he  could  prove  them  on  oath. 
It  was  the  fault  of  one  or  two  officers. 
He  had  gone  to  the  adjutant-general,  Sir 
Redvers  Buller,  and  told  him  that  if  he 
had  any  fault  to  find  with  two  or  three 
officers  let  him  dismiss  them,  but  not  dis- 
band the  whole  regiment  of  800  men,  and 
throw  an  odium  on  the  whole   district 

I  which  had  furnished  so  many  gallant  men 
to  fight  the  battles  of  their  country  in 
India  and  South  Africa.  He  could  assure 
the  Under  Secretary  for  War  that  some 
of  the  very  officers  of  the  regiment  which 
he  had  disbanded  were   fighting  at  the 

'  present  moment  in  South  Africa.  The 
Under  Secretary  ought  to  say  a  word  U)  the 
present  Commander-in-Chief  in  Scotland, 

\  who  was  an  old  fossil.    [Hon.  Members  : 

I  Withdraw  I]  He  would  not  withdraw. 
It  was  the  truth,  and  he  would  not  with- 
draw. WTien  he  was  asked  to  report 
whether  a  corps  of  Volunteers  could  l>e 
got  up,  he  said  there  were  no  officers  in 
a  district  where  there  were  100,000  popu- 
lation, and  he  asked  for  a  word  of  en- 
couragement from  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man. 

♦Mr.  F.  W.  WILSOX  (Norfolk,  Mid; 
drew  attention  to  the  position  of  the  ser- 
geant-majors in  the  V^olunteers.  Although 
some  of  them  had  lieen  in  the  Armv  for 
twenty  years,  they  were  only  colour 
sergeants,  and  had  not  the  status  or  pay 
of  a  sergeant-major,  whose  duty  they 
were  now  performing.  Their  pay  wa* 
only  3«.  a  day,  compared  to  4«.  6<L  receive^l 
by  ser^eantrmajors  of  Militia.  They 
received  6d.  extra  a  day  pay,  dd«  for 
lodgings,  and  3|d.  a  day  for  fnd  and 
light,  whereas  a  Militia  ssrgeanl 
received  Is.  4d.  for  lodgings  and  fid^ 
fuel  and  light,  with  the  rank  of  tgf 
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master-sergeant.  He  trusted  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  War  would  see  his 
way  to  improve  the  position  of  a  highly 
qualified  body  of  men,  who  fulfilled  duties 
so  arduous  and  important  in  the  training 
of  our  Volunteers. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  I  think  that  the 
time  has  come  to  remind  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber who  spoke  last  that  I  cannot  go 
further  than  I  did  earlier  in  the  afternoon 
when  I  said  that  the  position  of  the  per- 
manent staif  would  be  carefiillv  considered ; 
beyond  that  1  cannot  go.  I  very  much 
regret  what  has  been  said  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  Falkirk,  and  I  assure  the 
hon.  Member  that  I  hope  the  time  will 
come  when  the  War  Office  will  be  able 
to  give  back  to  the  district  the  privilege 
of  raising  a  regiment. 

xMr.  JOHN  WILSON  (Falkirk 
Burghs) :  Why  not  now  ? 

Mr.  WYNDHAM:  The  hon.  Member 
will  see  he  is  putting  an  impediment  in 
his  path  by  the  use  of  exjjressions  in  re- 
ference to  the  general  officer  commanding, 
which,  I  feel  sure,  the  hon.  Member 
will  regret  having  used.  I  know  the  hon. 
Member  feels  strongly  upon  this  subject, 
and  certainly  the  district  contains  excel- 


lent raw  material  for  a  corps  of  Volun- 
teers. Undoubtedly  they  are  a  fine  set  of 
men.  As  to  the  speeches  from  Irish  Mem- 
bers, they  raise  issues  above  my  province 
and  capabilities.  These  things  are  too 
high  for  me.  They  are  questions  of 
policy  with  which  it  is  not  for  me  to  deal. 
I  trust  that  the  Committee  will  now 
come  to  a  decision. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  KEDMOND  protested 
against  the  Vote,  and  pointed  out  that  in- 
asmuch as  there  were  no  Volunteers  in 
Ireland  it  was  unfair  to  make  the  Irish 
pay  anything  towards  their  cost.  It  was 
a  matter  in  which  the  Irish  taxpayers  had 
no  interest,  and  should  not  be  called  on  to 
pay  a  farthing  for  the  maintenance  of  the 
Volunteers.  He  challenged  the  Com- 
mittee to  say  that  this  protest  was  unjust, 
and  contended  that  although  the  amount 
which  Ireland  would  be  called  on  to  pay 
was  not  large,  it  was  one  of  the  many 
instances  that  proved  the  gross  injustice 
of  the  system  of  taxation  applied  to  Ire- 
land. The  Irish  never  saw  a  Volunteer 
in  their  country  from  the  dav  thev  were 
born  to  the  time  they  went  to  their 
graves. 

The    Committee    divided  : — Ayes,    8  ; 
Noes,  123.     (Division  List  No.  72.) 


Austin,  M.  (Limerick,  W.) 
Doogan,  P.  C. 
-Kilbride,  Denis 
Macaleese,  Daniel 


AUhnsen,  Angustus  Henry  E, 
Allsopp,  Hon.  Georj^e 
Archdale,  Edward  Mervyn 
Ashton,  Thomas  Gair 
Atkinson,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Baloarrert,  Lord 
Balfour,Rt.  Hon.  A.J.  (ManchV 
Banbury,  Fredk.  George 
Barry,  Kt.Hon.A.H.S.-(UunU 
Bartlev,  George  C.  T. 
Beach,1it.Hn.SirM.  H.  (Bristol 
Blundell,  Colonel  Henry 
Brodrick,  Kt.  Hon.  St.  John 
Buchanan,  Thomas  Kyburn 
Caldwell,  James 
CanipJje!l-Bannprnian,8ir  H. 
Cavendish,  V.  C.  W.  (D'lbysh're 
Cayzer,  Sir  Charles  William 
Cecil,  Lord  Hugh  (Greenwich) 
Chamberlain,  J.  Auflten(\Vorc'r 
Channing,  Francis  Allston 
Coghil I,  Douglas  Harry 
Collings,  Kt.  Hon.  Jesse 
Colomo,  Sir  John  Chjis.  Ready 
Cooke,  C.  W.  R.  (Herefonl) 
Corbett,A.  Cameron  (Glasgow) 

Mr,  F.  n^,  Wilson, 


AYES. 

Redmond,  William  (Clare) 
Sullivan,  Donald  (Westmeiith) 
Tanner,  Charles  K earns 
Weir,  James  (ialloway 

NOES. 

Cotton-Jodrell,  Col.Edw.T.D. 
(/rombie,  John  William 
Curzon,  Viscount 
Dalrymple,  Sir  Charles 
Dilke,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Charles 
Dou^jlas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Doxford,  SirWilliamTheodore 
Evans,  vSarauel  T.  (Glamorg'n) 
Faber,  George  Denison 
Fellowes,  Hon.  Ail  wyn Ed  ward 
Fen  wick,  Charles 
Fergusson,  Rt.Hn.SirJ(Manc'r 
Finch,  George  H. 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
Flannery,  Sir  Fortescue 
Fletcher,  Sir  Henry 
Flower,  Ernest 
Foster,  Colonel  (Lancaster) 
Foster,  Sir  Walter  (Derby  Co.) 
Ciartit,  William 
Gibbs,  H  n.  A.G.  H.  (CityofLond 
( iibbs,  Hon.  Vicary  (St.  Al  ban's) 
Goddard,  Daniel  Ford 
God-on,SirAugustusFrederick 
Golds  worthy,  MajorGeneral 
Gorst,  Rt.  Hn.  Sir  John  Eldon 


Tellers  for  the  Ayes — 
Captain  Donelan  and  Mr. 
Patrick  O'Brien. 


Goschen,  George  J.  (Sussex) 
Goulding,  Edward  Alfred 
Gray,  Ernest  (West  Ham) 
Hamilton, Rt  Hon  LonUieorg© 
Hanbury,  Rt.  Hn.  KobertWin. 
Heath,  James 

Henuon  -  Hodge,  RobertTrotter 
Howell,  William  Tutlor 
Jessel,  Captain  Herl»ert  M. 
Johnstone,  Heywood  (Sussex) 
Jones,  William  (Camar>'onsh. 
Kenyon,  James 
Kenyon-Slaney,  C-ol.  William 
Kimlier,  Henry 
Laurie,  Lieut. -General 
Lawrence,Sir  E.  D  ii  r  ni  ng-  ( Com 
Lawrence,  Wm.  F.  (Liverpool) 
Lawson,  Sir  W.  (Cumli^rfand) 
Llewelyn,SirDillw>  n-(S\v'nsea 
Lockwootl,  Lt.-Col.  A.  IL 
Long,  Rt.  Charles W.(Eve8liaoi 
Long,  Rt.Hn.Walter(  Liverpool 
Macartney,  W.  (».  Ellison 
M'Crae,  George 
Milward,  Colonel  Victor 
Monckton,  Edward  Philip 
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Monk,  Charlef^  James 
Moon,  tUlward  Robert  Pacy 
More.Ko  bt.  J  a!4per(S  hropshire ) 
Morrell,  George  Herbert 
Morton, ArthurH.  A.  (D  ptford 
Morton,  Ed w.  J. C.  (Devonport) 
Murray,  lit.  Hon.  A.  G.  (Bute) 
Newdigat  e,  Francis  Alexander 
Nicoi,  Donald  Ninian 
Pease,  Joseph  A.  (Northurab.) 
PhillpottB,  Captain  Arthur 
Pier  point,  Robert 
Piatt- Higgitis,  Frederick 
Pluiikett,  Kt.  Un.  H.  Curzon 
Purvis,  Itidiert 
Rasch,  Major  Frederic  Came 
Ritchie,  Rt.  Hon.  Chas.  T. 


Roberts,  John  Bryn  (Eifion) 
Itoliertson,  Herbert  (Hacknev) 
Russell,  T.  W.  (Tyrone) 
Rutherford,  John 
Ryder,  John  Herbert  Dudley 
Seely,  Charles  Hilton 
Sinieon,  Sir  Harrington 
Sniiih,  Aljel  H.  (CliriHtchurch) 
Smith,  Samuel  (Flint) 
Smith,  Hon.W.  F.D.  (Strand) 
Soames,  Arthur  WelVsley 
Stephens,  Henry  Charles 
Stewart,  Sir  M.  J.  M'Taggart 
Strauss,  Artlmr 
Stutt,  Hn.  Humphry  Napier 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Warner,  Thomas  CourtenayT. 


Wason,  Eugene 
Webster,  Sir  Richanl  E. 
Welby,  Lt.-Col.  ACE(Taunton 
Welby,  Sir  C.  G.  E  (Notts.) 
Went  worth,  Rruce  C.  Vernon  • 
Williams,  Joseph  Powell-  (Bir. 
Wilson.  Fredk.  W.  (Norfolk) 
Wilson,  John  (Falkirk) 
Wolff,  GusUv  Wilhelm 
Wortley,  Rt.  Hon.C.B.Stuart- 
Wyndham,  (ieorge 

Tkllers  fok  the  Noes— 
Sir  William  Walrond  and 
Mr.  .*^  nstnither. 


Dr,  TANNER  called  attention  to  an 
item  of  £300  which  appeared  in  the 
Estimates,  in  reference  to  which  he 
desired  some  explanation,  to  which  as  a 
mere  matter  of  business  he  was  entitled.  In 
default  of  some  explanation  he  would 
have  to  trouble  the  Committee  by  press- 
ing for  another  division. 

Original  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Resoliitions  to  be  reported  upon  Mon- 
■day  next. 

Committee  to  sit  again  upon  Monday 
next. 


SUPPLY    [13th    March]    REPORT. 
Resolutions  reported  : — 

Civil  Services  (Excess),  1898-9. 

1.  "  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £10, 
be  granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  make 
good  an  Excess  on  the  Grant  for  Prisons, 
England  and  the  Colonies,  for  the  vear 
ended  the  31st  day  of  March,  1899."" 

Army  Estimates,   1900-1901. 

2.  "That  a  number  of  Land  Forces, 
not  exceeding  430,000,  all  ranks,  be 
maintained  for  the  Service  of  the  L^nited 
Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  at 
Home  and  Abroad,  excluding  Hex 
Majesty's  Indian  Possessions,  during  the 

j^ear  ending  on  the  3l8t  day  of  March, 
1901." 

C».  "That  a  sum,  not  exceeding 
£15,200,000,  be  granted  to  Her  Majesty, 
to  defray  the  Charge  for  the  Pay, 
Allowances,  and  other  Charges  of  Her 
Majesty's  Army  at  Home  and  Abroad 
(exclusive  of  India^  (General  Stafl*,  Regi- 
ments, Reserve^  ancl  Departments),  which 
will  come  in  course  of  payment  during 
^he  year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March, 
1901." 


Resolutions  read  a  second  time. 

First  Resolution  agreed  to. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
i  "  That  this  House  doth  agree  with  the 
Committee  in  the  Second  Resolution." 

*SiR  CHARLES  DILKE  asked  whether 
the  Government  intended  to  persist  in 
taking  the  Money  Vote  this  <',vening. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  Yes. 

*SiR  CHARLES  DILKE  pointed  out 
that  it  might  entail  a  con8ideral)le  amount 
of  discussion.  It  not  only  dealt  with 
an  enormous  sum  of  money,  but  involved 
new  principles ;  and  although  he  did  not 
intend  to  take  part*  in  the  discussion 
himself,  he  thought  the  House  should  I)e 
given  a  fuller  opportunity  to  discuss  it 
than  was  given  in  Committee. 

*Sm    J.     FERGUSSON    (Manchester, 

N.E.)  called  attention   to   the    injustice 

which  was  being  done  to  the  Royal 
Military  Academy  and  the  Royal  Military 
College  by  the  way  in  which  com  missions 
were  being  given  at  present  to  fill  up  the 
vacancies  in  the  Army.  He  reminded 
the  House  that  the  cadets  in  these 
colleges  had  undergone  expensive  and 
lal)orious  preparation  to  obtain  their 
present  position  after  the  most  severe 
competition,  and  they  had  every  reason 
when  they  entered  these  colleges  to  ex- 
pect that  they  would  in  due  course 
receive  their  commissions  with  that 
seniority  which  justly  belonge<l  to  them. 
Now,  unfortunately,  on  account  of  the 
war,  a  great  many  vacancies  harl 
occurred  in  the  Armv,  and  it 
was  proposed  by  the  War  Office 
to  bring  in  a  great  number  of  persf^ns 
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who  had  no  military  training  at  all,  and 
who  must  supersede  those  cadets  in  all 
time  coming,  and  reduce  their  seniority  I 
in  the  Army.     By  bringing  in  University 
and  public  school  boys  over  the  heads  of  I 
the  cadets  who  were  undergoing  a  very  ! 
severe     preparation     at    Woolwich    and 
Sandhurst,  the  cadets  would   be  treated 
unfairly.       He  would  give  one  or    two 
instances  of  the  way  in  which  this  would 
operate.    Candidates  who  had  failed  in  the 
competitive  examinations  for  Woolwich 
were  now  actually  receiving  commissions 
in  priority  and  supersession  of  the  very 
cadets  who  had  beaten  them  in  the  exami- 
nations, and  they  would  be  above  them 
in  the  Army  in  all  time  coming.     There 
was  one  who  could  not  keep  up  with  his 
class  at  Woolwich,  and  who  was  advised 
to  leave.     He  did  leave,  and  now  he  had 
received    priority  over    the  cadets  with 
whom  he  was  in  competition   at  Wool- 
wich.    Take  the  case  of  the  public  school 
boys.     There  were  cadets  at  Sandhurst 
who  came  from  the  public  schools.     Some 
of  them  had  been  in  the  Volunteer  corps 
at  these  public  schools,  and  now  the  boys 
who  were  being  brought  into  the  Army 
from   the  public  schools,  and  who  were 
actually    the  juniors   of    the   cadets    at 
Sandhurst,  and    who    had    received    no 
military     preparation    would     supersede 
them  in  all  time  coming  in  the  Army. 
His  hon.  friend  the  other  night  said  the 
university     men     would     probably     be 
older  than   the  cadets  of   the   Military 
College,   and    that    the   colonials   whom 
he      selected     for     direct     commissions 
would    presumably    be   older    than    the 
cadets.     That  might  ])e  so,  but  a  young 
man  of  nineteen  who  had  received  a  year 
or  a  year  and  a-half  of  military  instruc- 
tion was  fitter  to  take  a  place  in  the  Army 
than  a  young  man  with  university  educa- 
tion   or    colonial    experience   who    had 
no     military     experience   at     all.      The 
case  was  much  stronger  as  regards  the 
public    schools.      He  did   not    ask    the 
(rovernment   to   overthrow    the   scheme 
altogether.       He      thought      it     would 
be      fair      that      these     cadets     should 
have      their       commissions     antedated. 
They     were  virtually  in    Her  Majesty^s 
service     now,     and     they     should     not 
be   superseded     by   men    who    had     no 
military   education  at  all.       There  was 
another  class  of  commissions  being  given 
just  now  which,  he  ventured  to  say,  was 
not  really  just.  There  were  a  great  many 
Militiamen   serving  in   South  Africa  at 
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this  moment.     There*  were  some  Militia 
officers  attached  to  regiments  of  the  Line, 
and   there    were    some    who    had   been 
through  a  series  of  actions  lately  who* 
were  attached  to  regiments  of  the  Line. 
These  officers  were  not  receiving  the  vacan- 
cies in  the  Line  battalions  in  South  Africa, 
even  in  the  Line  battalions  of  their  own 
regiments,  but  junior  officers  were  being 
sent  out  to  fill  up  the  appointments.     He 
gave   the  other  day  a  short  list  of  the 
cases  which  had  been  sent  to  him — cases 
in  which  junior  officers  had  been  sent  out 
from  home   to   fill  places  in  the  Line  in 
preference  to  the  Militia  officers  serving 
in  the  field.     He  was  aware  that  officei^ 
commanding  Militia  regiments  in*  South 
Africa  had  been  allowed  to  reconmiend  one 
officer  from  each  battalion,  but  unfortu- 
nately there  were  more  than  one  vacancy 
in  each  line  battalion,  and  although  one 
officer  might  be  given  a  commission  there 
were  others  who  might  fitly  be  transferred 
to  the  vacancies  in  the  Line  battalions.    He 
could  not  understand  why  that  was  not 
done.     It  was  desired,  no  doubt,   to  fill 
up  the  vacancies  in  the  speediest  possible 
manner,  but  that  might  be  done  by  ap- 
pointing the  officers  already  in  the  field. 
He  trusted  his  hon.  friend  would  press 
the  military  authorities  on  this  matter. 
He  was  asking  no  more  than  a   simple 
measure  of  justice  which  was  calculated 
to  encourage  those  serving  in  the  field  Uy 
give  tlieir  best  services  to  the  country, 
it  was  a  peculiarly  hard  case  for  those 
Militia  officers  in    the    field    in    South 
Africa  to  see  juniors  coming  from  home 
and  going  over  their  heads  into  positions 
which  they  would   only  be  able   to  get 
into  by   competition.      They   would    be 
thrust  back,  he  did  not  know  how  long, 
and  certainly  when  they  did  enter    the 
Army  they  would  rank  below  those  who 
had  been  sent  out  from  home.     He  had 
said  enough  to  show  that  there  was  a  case 
for  reconsideration   both  as  regards  the 
cadets  and  the  Militia. 

♦Colonel  MH^WARD  (Warwickshinv 
Stratford-upon-Avon)  supported  the  right 
hon.  Member  for  North-east  Manchester 
in  saying  that  in  regard  to  young  officers 
and  the  filling  up  of  vacancies  he  thought 
that  at  the  present  moment  great  injiuy 
was  being  done.  He  quite  sympathised 
with  the  War  Office  in  the.  work  thev  had 
to  do.  Every  move  they  made  at  the  War 
Office  affected  a  great  many  pieces  besides. 
\  the  one    they  were  moving.     The  WsLt 
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•Office  authorities  were  so  busy  at  present 
that  they  could  not  properly  give  time  to 
-<K)n8ider  all  the  subjects  which  had  been 
referred  to.  At  the  same  time  the  posi- 
tion of  young  officers,  who  at  great  expense 
to  their  parents,  and  with  great  industry 
on  their  own  part,  were  qualifying  for 
commissions,  should  not  be  injured  by 
men  who  entered  the  Army  in  other 
ways.  He  thought  the  commissions  of 
the  young  cadets  at  Sandhurst  and  Wool- 
wich might  be  antedated  so  that  a  real 
wrong  might  not  be  inflicted  upon  them. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  it  was  an- 
nounced a  few  weeks  ago  that  Sir  F. 
•Carrington  had  been  appointed  to  a  com- 
mand in  South  Africa.  No  official 
announcement  had  been  made  as  to  what 
the  command  he  would  hold  was  ;  but  in 
the  newspapers  it  was  said  that  he  would 
be  in  command  of  the  Rhodesia  Field 
Force.  Was  this  force  included  in  the 
forces  now  being  voted  1  He  should  also 
like  to  know  what  the  numbers  were,  by 
whom  they  were  to  be  paid,  what  was  the 
rate  of  pay,  and  what  services  they  were 
to  discharge.  It  had  been  stated  in  The 
Times  and  other  newspapers  that  their 
duties  were  to  be  mainlv  outside  the  Free 
iState  and  the  Transvaal. 

Sir  CHARLES  CAYZER  (Barrow-in- 
Furness)  expressed  the  opinion  that  a 
great  wrong  would  be  done  to  the  cadets 
if  on  passing  out  they  had  not  their  com- 
missions antedated.  He  felt  sure  this 
matter  would  receive  due  consideration  at 
the  War  Office.  It  would  be  a  great 
hardship  if  these  young  fellows,  who 
had  passed  well  in  their  examinations, 
should  find  on  taking  their  places  in  the 
Army  that  the  boys  who  were  below  them 
in  school^  were  put  above  them. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  said  he  would  try 
to  reply  as  far  as  he  could  to  the 
Member  for  East  Aberdeenshire.  The 
question  he  had  asked  might  with 
equal  propriety  be  put  with  reference 
to  any  brigadier  in  South  Africa.  The 
Vote  of  men  here  taken  was  an  outside 
margin  embracing  all  the  troops  which 
had  been  raised,  and  it  included  the  force 
of  Sir  F.  Carrington.  The  hon.  Member 
asked  the  question  because  of  something 
he  had  read  in  the  newspapers.  He  had 
to  inform  the  hon.  Member  that  a  great 
•deal  of  what  he  read  in  the  newspapers 
was  not  always  exhaustive.     He  emphati- 


cally declined,  from  the  gravest  considera- 
tions of  public  policy,  to  start  that  evening 
a  most   unfortunate   precedent — namely, 
to  give  the  numbers  or  the  composition  of 
any   force    under  any    officer    and    the 
theatre  of  operations  in  which   he  was 
likely  to  operate.     He  was  sure  that  the 
Leader  of  the  Opposition  would  see  that 
this  was  the  reasonable,  and,  indeed,  the 
only,  position  he  could  take  up.     With 
the  other  question  raised  by  his  right 
hon.  friend    the  Member   for  North-east 
Manchester    it    was    difficult    to    deal, 
but  not  because  of  any  doubt  he  had  of 
the  great  attention   paid  to  the  difficult 
problem  by  the  Military  Secretary.     He 
knew  that  it  had  engaged  his  attention 
before  the  pressure  of  the  war  and  also 
since  the  war  commenced.     He  was  con- 
vinced in  his  own  mind  there  was   no 
injustice,  though  he  could  not  discuss  the 
particular  cases  referred  to  because  they 
were  given  without  names,  and  he  could 
not  identify  them,  and  as  they  were  given 
by  those  who  felt  themselves  aggrieved 
they  did   not  give  all   the  facts  of  the 
situation.     Therefore  he  was  driven  to 
reply  to  the  criticisms  passed  by  laying 
down  general  propositions.    Any  suspicion 
that  there  was  anything  in  the  nature  of 
jobbery    or     injustice    in    giving    Her 
Majesty *s  commissions  to  young  officers 
would  be  most  deplorable,  and  as  there 
was  no  foundation  for  such  suspicion  hh 
invited  the  attention  of  the  House  while 
he   dealt   with   the   thing    as    a    whole. 
He  begged  the  House  to  consider  sonio 
of  the  phrases  dropped  in  the  Debate.     It 
was     said  that    parents    and    guardians 
of  candidates  who  went  to  Woolwich  had 
incurred  a  great  deal  of  expense.     Was 
not  that  true  of  the  parents  of  young 
men  who  went  to  Oxfoni  and  Cambridge. 
I  Take  the  case  of  a  Militia  officer.     Was  it 
not  true  that  the  parent  of  an  officer  in 
the  Militia  had  to  buy  his  uniform,  and 
that  the  young  man  had  to  remain  in  that 
force  two  years'  training  1    Therefore  on 
the  ground  of  expense  he  did  not  think 
he  could  draw  any   distinction  between 
cadets  and  Militia  officers. 

Sir  J.  FERGUSSON :    I    never  com- 
,  plained  of  Militia  officers  being  tninsferred 
to  the  Army. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM :  The  hon.  Member 
was  not  the  only  one  who  spoke  on  thi.s 
subject.  It  had  been  suggested  that  the 
Sandhurst  cadet  had  always  a  prior  claim 
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to  those  who  came  from  the  Militia.  This 
was  rather  a  large  question.  The  addi- 
tional commissions  that  had  to  be  given 
in  excess  of  what  could  be  given  to  Sand- 
hurst and  Woolwich  were  over  1,100,  and 
the  proposal  was  to  give  thirty  com- 
missions to  school  boys,  and  the  fact  was 
that  owing  to  the  strain  of  the  war  this 
was  a  very  much  bigger  thing  than  it  had 
ever  been  before.  It  was,  however,  an 
infinitesimal  speck  of  the  whole  scheme. 
On  the  ground  of  military  training  it 
would  be  conceded  that  Militia  officers 
had  an  advantage,  while  Sandhurst  cadets 
derived  great  advantage  from  instruction 
in  many  useful  branches  of  the  pro- 
fession, so  that  those  trained  at  Sand- 
hurst gravitated  towards  the  Staff", 
while  those  from  the  Militia  re- 
mained excellent  regimental  officers. 
There  was  another  general  proposition 
thrown  out  which  deserved  more  careful 
consideration,  and  that  was  that  the  date 
of  a  candidate's  appointment  in  the  Array 
affbcted  the  whole  of  his  career  after- 
wards, and  so  far  as  his  own  regiment 
was  concerned,  in  a  measure  that  was 
(j[uite  true,  but  it  was  not  true  of  the 
Army  as  a  whole,  as  anyone  would 
find  by  looking  at  the  Army  List.  As 
the  Sandhurst  cadet  went  in  young 
it  would  be  very  unjust  to  handicap 
the  university  man  who  was  allowed 
to  go  up  to  the  age  of  thirty.  The 
problem  has  been  brought  to  the 
attention  of  the  War  Office  by  the 
increase  of  the  Army  and  the  great 
number  of  officers  recently  required  for 
the  Egyptian  Army,  for  example,  and  for 
different  parts  of  Africa.  The  normal 
demand  a  few  years  ago  was  for  500 
commissions  in  one  year,  but  long  before 
we  even  dreamt  of  this  war  we  were 
anxiously  considering  the  question.  There 
was  some  difference  of  opinion  among  as. 
Some  of  us  held  that  we  ought  to  give 
900  commissions,  and  the  lowest  estimate 
put  forward  by  those  endeavouring  to 
retrench  was  700,  so  that  before  there 
was  any  question  of  war  at  all  the 
number  of  commissions  in  a  vear 
had  risen  from  500  to  700.  The 
normal  course  at  the  Iloval  Military 
College  at  Sandhurst  is  one  and  a  half 
years,  and  as  it  accommodates  360  cadets, 
you  can  only  get  from  it  240,  and  if  the 
course  is  re<luced  to  a  year  you  can  get 
360.  But  that  hardly  helps  where  there 
are  700  or  900  commissions  to  be  filled. 
Therefore,  before  we  had  any  idea  of  the 
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war  we  shortened  the  term  in  order  to 
increase  the  output.     This  gave  us  360, 
but  when  the  war  came  upon  us  some  of 
the  Sandhurst  cadets  were  taken  out  after 
six   months    training.      We    cannot   go 
further  in  cutting  down  the  curriculum 
at  Sandhurst,  and  that  process  has  also 
been   applied   to   Woolwich,    where    the 
normal  course  is  two  years,  and  where  the 
next  batch  will  come  out  after  one  year 
and  three  months,  the  next  after  one  year. 
We  let  the  cadets  of  Woolwich  out  with 
only  half  of  the  normal  curricuhim,  and 
that  is  the  way  we  give  them  considera- 
tion as  against  other  classes  of  candidates. 
I   think  that   the  system  of  antedating 
commissions  which  was  adopted  diunngan 
earlier  war  would  give  very  little  satis- 
faction indeed.     When,  with  the  increase 
in  the  Army,  *ve  had  the  war,  we  had  no 
other  alternative — we  were  driven  to  it — 
but  to  find  some  other  qualifioation,and  we 
offered  a  certain  number  of  commissions 
to  the  universities  to  be  competed  for  by 
those  who  had  passed  Moderations  or  an 
equivalent    examination.         HaWng   ex- 
tended the  age  for  the  Militia,  it  was  only 
fair    that    we     should     extend     it   for 
the      universities,      and      as      we     felt 
that    the    university     authorities    would 
be    better    judges     than    ourselves,    we 
placed  at  their  disposal   a  certain  num- 
ber of   commissions  for  university    men 
between  twenty  and  thirty.     My  right 
hon.  Iriend  thinks  that  a  stigma  is  l)eing 
put  on  these  men  by  putting  them  under 
boys  who  have  been  eighteen  months  at 
Sandhurst.     There  will  always  be  anoma- 
lies, but  when  they  occur  in  a  particular 
routine  way  they  are  not  looked  at.     It 
is  only  when  something  new  is  done  that 
they   attract  attention.       To   have   hat! 
absolute    justice   all   round,  we    should 
have  had  to  consider  the  boys  at  Sand- 
hurst, the  young  men  in  the   Militia,  and 
the  youth  at  Oxford,  and  distribute  them 
among  the  regiments,  so  that  the  older 
men  would  go  to  the  regiments   where 
promotion     is    rapid    and  the    yoimger 
to     the    regiments  where    promotion    is 
slow.     Any  such   attempt   is   altogether 
beyond   the    capacity    of     the    Military 
Secretary  and  his  staff.     I  ask  my  right 
hon.  friend  to  take  my  word  for  it  that 
the  Militaiy  Secretary  has  taken  extreme 
care  to  see  that  no  flagrant  injustice   is 
being  done.       The     Military   Secretary 
authorises   me   to   say   that   the    Militia 
officers  in  South  Africa  will   not  suffer. 
These  officers  have,  of  course,  qualified 
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themselves  over  and  over  again,  and 
undoubtedly,  as  vacancies  occur,  they 
will  be  given  commissions  in  good  regi- 
ments. 

♦Sir  J.  FERaUSSON :  I  suggested  that 
these  officers  should  be  transferred  to 
battalions  in  the  field,  especially  the 
battalions  to  which  their  own  regiments 
are  affiliated,  and  I  instanced  the  case 
taken  from  the  public  journals  of  junior 
officers  brotight  from  ^lilitia  regiments  at 
home  and  given  commissions  in  prefer- 
ence to  them. 


Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  Public  journals 
would  naturally  see  an  apparent  anomaly, 
but  is  it  possible  for  the  Military  Secre- 
tary, when  he  has  to  fill  up  vacancies  in 
a  regiment,  to  go  through  the  whole  Army 
list  and  the  whole  Militia  list  ?  Surely 
these  officers  in  South  Africa  have  a 
bettor  guarantee  than  that  that  their 
services  will  be  remembered.  They  are 
the  very  men  to  whom  commissions  will 
be  given  in  good  regiments.  That  is 
being  done  every  day,  and  we  had  better 
let  Lord  Roberts  manage  the  Army  in 
South  Africa. 

*SiR  J.  FZRGUSSOX  :  That  is  the  very 
thing  1  ask. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  It  is  bein?  done 
every  day,  but  when  we  have  to  fill  up 
vacancies  in  a  regiment  in  this  country  we 
cannot  wait  tive  or  six  weeks  while  we  corre- 
spond A'ith  South  Africa.  It  cannot  be  done. 
All  I  can  say  honestly  and  sincerely  is 
that  there  is  no  jobbery,  and  that  we  are 
doing  our  best  to  make  things  as  fair  as 
we  can  for  all  concerned.  I  have  sjiid  we 
have  ort'ered  thirty  commissions  to  the 
public  schools,  and  I  do  not  think  that 
any  aspirant  to  military  honours  will  tin  I 
that  his  career  has  been  seriously  impedes! 
by  gratifying  the  desire  of  these  young 
gentlemen. 

Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BAXNERMAN: 
Perhaps  I  may  be  allowed  to  refer  l)ack 
to  a  (question  raised  by  my  hon.  friend 
as  to  the  force  Sir  F.  Carrington  is  to 
command.  The  hon.  Gentleman  rebuked 
my  hon.  friend  for  having  made  the  in- 


quiry, but  my  hon.  friend  did  not 
ask,  and  would  not  think  of  asking, 
where  a  particular  amount  of  Her 
Majesty's  forces  in  South  Africa  was 
to  be  used,  or  for  what  purpose  it  was 
to  be  used.  But  it  has  been  stated  in  the 
newspapers  and  elsewhere  that  Sir  F. 
Carrington  is  going  out  on  some  special 
mission  to  Rhodesia,  and  I  wish  to  know 
whether  the  force  he  is  to  command  is  to 
be  provided  and  paid  for  altogether  out  of 
public  funds,  or  is  it  to  be  some  mysterious 
and  novel  kind  of  force  employed  under 
some  other  authoritv  with  the  assistance 
of  Sir  F.  Carrington  ?  I  do  not  think  my 
hon.  friend  was  deserving  of  the  rebuke 
administered  to  him  for  having  asked 
that.  About  these  young  lieutenants 
who  are  to  be  appointed,  the  word 
"  jobbery  *'  has  been  used  more  than  once. 
I  do  not  think  that  anyone  expects  that 
there  will  be  jobbery,  and  I  am  sure  that 
everything  will  be  done  in  a  perfectly 
straightf  orwaitl  way.  I  am  perfectly  certain 
from  my  knowledge  of  the  military  secretary 
that  he  will  do  anything  in  his  power — and 
no  one  is  more  capable — to  avoid  even 
the  semblance  of  injustice.  But  where 
such  a  large  number  of  men  are  to  be 
admitted  suddenly  to  the  Army  it  is 
almost  impossible  to  avoid  some  degree 
of  supersession.  I  am  not  very  sure 
al)out  the  scheme  of  University  cadets, 
especially  if  it  is  to  go  up  to  the  age  of 
thirty.  What  sort  of  man  will  you  get 
at  a  university  between  twentv-hve  and 
thirty  ?  He  is  a  man  who  has  been 
trying;  for  years  to  get  his  degree 
and  lias  not  succeeded.  You  may  as  well 
go  out  into  Pall  Mall  and  ask  any 
man  uuvler  thirty  to  take  a  commission. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM:  He  would  have 
the  recommenlation  of  the  Vice-Chan- 
cellor. 

Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNEHMAN: 
I  think  that  is  a  very  bro.vcn  ree.i  to  rest 
on.  There  is  one  class  to  which  I  should 
like  to  ask  that  mercy  shouhl  be  shown. 
Take  the  case  of  a  young  fellow  whi>  came 
within  a  few  marks  of  (lualifvinsr  for 
Nau  I  lurst,  or  even  who  had  (ituilitio  1  but 
faile  1  in  the  competition.  Is  he  not  to 
aavf  iiwy  chance  1  I  think  he  has  as  ^ikkI 
a  cai  n  as  the  public  sc  lool  boy  or  the 
mij  ire.  graduate  of  thirty,  who  in  his 
ren)^e  youth  had  ))eon  at  one  ot  the 
uuive-sities.      The  hon.   vxentleman    said 
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that  the  parents  of  all  these  young  men 
had  spent  money  on  their  education,  but 
those  who  just  missed  getting  into  Sand- 
hurst had  money  spent  on  them  in  order 
to  join  the  Army,  whereas  the  others  had 
money  spent  on  them  to  join  the  Church 
or  the  Bar,  and  I  think  the  former  is 
^  class  which  ought  to  be  drawn 
upon.  I  do  not  think  there  is  much 
danger  of  supersession  to  such  an  extent 
as  to  cause  a  grievance,  but  I  do  think 
that  a  class  who  ought  to  be  considered 
are  those  who  have  already  exhibited  a 
desire  to  go  into  the  Army.  I  have  not 
very  much  regard  for  the  claims  of  the 
universities  and  public  schools.  When 
the  hon.  Gentleman  speaks  of  universities, 
does  he  mean  merely  Oxford  and  Cam- 
bridge 1  Are  there  any  Scotch  univer- 
sities 1 


Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  Yes,  Sir.  Edin- 
^burgh,  Glasgow,  and  Aberdeen. 

Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN  : 
In  those  you  are  very  likely  to  find 
better  undergraduates.  I  hope  the  hon. 
Gentleman  will  pay  some  attention  to  the 
"very  deserving  class  to  which  I  have 
specially  referred,  namely,  the  young 
men  who  have  recently  failed  in  Army 
examinations. 


Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Motion  made  and  Question  proposed, 
•**  That  this  House  doth  agree  with  the 
Committee  in  the  Third  Resolution." 


Mr.  LLOYD -GEORGE  (Carnarvon 
Boroughs) :  I  appeal  to  the  Leader  of  the 
House  not  to  proceed  with  this  Vote 
to-night.  We  have  this  year  an  increase 
of  over  £40,000,000  for  our  Army,  and 
the  Vote  was  passed  through  Committee 
without  a  single  word  being  said,  owing 
to  circumstances  to  which  I  need  not 
refer.  It  was  understood  that  Report 
would  be  put  down  at  a  time  which  would 
enable  us  to  discuss  some  of  the  details, 
but  of  course  the  House  of  Commons 
cannot  at  this  late  hour  give  its  attention 
to  them,  and  not  only  that  but  it  is  im- 
possible that  public  attention  should  be 
(Iniwn  to  these  serious  items  owing  to  the 

Sir  H.  CampheU-Banncrmm^ . 


lateness  of  the  hour.  Another  reason 
why  I  appeal  to  the  Leader  of  the 
House  is  that  two  or  three  quite  novel 
principles  have  been  introduced  in  this 
Vote.  There  is,  for  instance,  the  pay  of 
the  South  African  local  forces.  That  is 
quite  an  extraordinary  item,  amounting 
to  three  millions  a  year.  .The  total  pay 
of  the  Army  only  recently  amounted  to 
£5,000,000  a  year,  and  here  is  a  force  of 
25,000  men  to  whom  it  is  proposed  to 
pay  £3,000,000.  That  appears  a  very 
extraordinary  proportion.  Moreover,  it 
is  quite  a  novel  experiment,  and  I  think 
it  is  open  to  very  serious  criticism.  I  am 
not  criticising  the  enlistment  of  this  force 
for  the  war.  If o  doubt  these  men  are  very 
efl&cient,  but  I  criticise  the  fact  that  they 
should  receive  three  or  four  times  as 
much  as  our  own  troops.  That  is  surely 
open  to  very  serious  criticism,  and  is  not 
a  matter  which  ought  to  be  discussed 
at  an  hour  when  public  attention  cannot 
be  called  to  the  discussion.  I  quite 
understand  the  Government  paying  three 
millions  to  tide  the  country  over  a  tem- 
porary difficulty,  but  what  one  apprehends 
is  that  this  force  will  be  retained  in  South 
Africa  for  the  next  ten  or  fifteen  years, 
owing  to  the  conditions  which  will  result 
from  this  unfortunate  war ;  and  that  is 
what  we  are  asked,  at  midnight,  and  in 
8  half  empty  House,  to  commit  ourselves 
to.  I  submit  to  the  Leader  of  the  House 
that  we  should  not  be  called  on  under 
such  circumstances  to  discuss  such  an  im- 
portant problem.  There  are  two  or  three 
other  new  experiments  of  a  very  serious 
character  involved  in  this  Vote.  I  do  not 
see  why  our  own  men  who  have  fought  so 
gallantly,  who  have  borne  the  burden  of  all 
the  contests,  and  have  suffered  more  than 
the  colonials,  should  only  get  Is.  6d. 
a  day,  while  the  colonial  gentlemen 
get  5s.  It  is  an  insult  on  our  English, 
Scotch,  Welsh,  and  Irish  soldiers,  and  it 
is  a  matter  which  ought  to  be  discussed 
at  a  time  when  the  attention  of  the  public 
can  be  drawn  to  it.  I  therefore  move 
that  the  debate  be  now  adjourned. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND:  I  beg 
to  second  the  motion,  and  I  hope  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  will  assent  to  it, 
because  very  great  interest  is  taken  in 
the  question  of  the  difference  in  the  pay 
of  certain  Colonial  troops  and  the  ordi- 
nary regiments.  I  myself  have  received 
a  great  many  communications  on  the 
subject,  and  I  hope  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
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tleman  will  accede  to  the  request  of  the  '  give  them  full  opportunity  for  discussing 
hon.  Gentleman.  Irish   financial   relations,  and    that    the 

Speaker     should     be     moved     out     of 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  the  Chair  on  Monday  in  order  to 
"  That  the  debate  be  now  adjourned."—  gj^.^  t^em  an  opportunity  of  raising  the 
{Mr.  Lloyd-George.)  question  of  higher  education  in  Ireland. 

I  Unless  the  Government  got  this  Report 

The  first  LORD  of  the  TREA-  either  to-night  or  Monday  it  would  be 
SURY  (Mr  A.  J.  Balfour,  Manchester,  absolutely  impossible  for  them  to  keep  to 
L.)  hoped  the  mover  and  seconder  of  the    ...  "^  ,.,         ui^li:- 

motion  would  not  persist  in  it.  It  must  that  programme,  and  the  whole  thmg 
be  remembered  that  six  days  had  already  ^^"^^  ^<^  "P^et  with  great  inconvenience 
been  spent  on  the  Supplementary  Esti-  \  to  the  House.  Monday  would  not  be 
mates  and  three  days  on  the  ordinary  more  convenient.  On  Monday  they  must 
Estimates  of  the  year.  take  the  Second  Reading  of  the  Finance 

Bill,   and   that   was  not  limited  by  the 

Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND  (Waterford)  Twelve  o'clock  Rule.  It  was -impossible 
asked  whether  it  was  not  right  to  say  for  him  to  foresee  how  long  the  discussion 
that  it  would  have  been  impossible  for  on  that  would  take.  Under  these  cir- 
him  to  raise  upon  this  Vote  the  question  cumstances  it  would  be  a  great  risk  to 
of  givmg  5s.  a  day  to  the  colonial  troops,     j^^.^  ^^.^  y^^^  ^^,^^  ^^^jj  ^^^^^^ 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  believed  that  was  g^^   ^     CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN 

nght.     The  question  as  directed  imme-  ^skcd  why  it  was  absolutely  necessary 

diately    to    pay    could    not    be    raised,  that  the  debate  on  the  Second  Reading  of 

Perhaps  it  would  be  in  the  recollection  of  the  Finance  Bill  should  be   finished  on 

the  House  that  the  Under  Secretary  for  Monday.     They  were  so  accustomed  to 

War  was  at  considerable  pains  to  point  ^«^^'^  Tuesday  Uken  for  financial  measures 
out  to  the  House  that  a  minute  debate  on  '  f  «»e  ki"d  or  another  that  they  looked 

^,.           ^.             ,,        „         .  ,      .       ,  forward  to  luesday  being  taken  for  that 

this  question  would  really  not  be  m  the  purpose 

public  interest.     It  would  not  be  in  the 

public  interest  that  the  discussion  should  be        .,       .      ^    t^ati^/attt.     r^c 

carried  on  at  any  great  length.     It  might        ^^  ^\  ^^  ^t^^^Yf'  [P^  ^^.^[^'  '^ 

f  •   •    X-        ^  ^   -    we  do  not  finish  on    Monday   m£:ht  we 

raise  a  sense  of  injustice  where  no  sense  of   should  take  it   up  on  Tuesday,  and  that 
injustice   was  at  present  felt.      On  the    margin  must  be  left  us.     If  we  succeed 
particular    point   which    the    two    hon.    on  Monday  I  shall  take  the  Committee 
Gentlemen  had  raised,  he  wished  to  make  !  stage  first  on  Tuesday, 
an  appeal  to  them  on  the  general  question 

of  the  business  of  the  House,  and  espe-  I  Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN 
cially  to  the  seconder  of  the  motion.  It  said  an  arrangement  might  be  made  of  this 
was  really  necessary  to  get  the  Report  of  ^  sort,  that  the  debate  if  not  ended  on  the 
this  Vote  of  Supply  to-night  or  on  Finance  Bill  might  be  interrupted  at  ten 
Monday,  in  order  to  carry  out  the  general  o'clock  on  Monday,  and  then  the  discussion 
programme  of  business  which  at  consider-  |  taken  on  the  Army  Estimates.  It  was 
able  trouble  and  with  great  pains  he  had  •  a  substantial  complaint  that  this  huge 
endeavoured  to  make  to  meet  the  views  I  Vote  should  be  passed  without  any 
of  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite,  and  espe- 1  observation  made  on  it  at  all.  It  was 
cially  hon.  Gentlemen  from  Ireland.  He  |  quite  true  that  there  was  a  general 
had  done  his  very  best  to  meet  that  con- 1  discussion,  but  there  were  a  great  many 
venience,  and  it  had  been  arranged  that  ^^^"^  that  did  not  come  into  the  category 
.h,  ThW  B««.ing  of  .heApp™pm««„  i%S7'fo^^r;o?^i^„K 
Bill  should  be  taken  with  the  Consoli-  to  one,  but  there  were  many  others  that 
dated  Fund  Bill  on  Thursday,  so  as  to  Members  wished  to  bring  forward. 
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Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND  remarked  that 
he  saw  the  force  of  what  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  said  with  reference  to  the 
business  next  week,  and,  so  far  as  he  was 
concerned,  he  withdrew  his  opposition. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  the  course  sug- 
gested by  the  Leader  of  the  Opposition 
was  a  feasible  one.  In  that  way  there 
could  be  a  fairly  satisfactory  debate  on 
this  very  important  Vote. 

Mr.  CALDWELL  (Lanarkshire,  Mid) 
said  it  was  but  right  to  notice  that  those 
who  spoke  on  the  Finance  Bill  were  pro- 
bably not  the  Members  present  at  this 
moment.  •  ^  There  were  many  questions 
connected  with  the  Finance  Bill  altogether 
apart  from  those  connected  with  the  war, 
and  it  would  be  a  pity  that  any  under- 
standing should  be  made  by  Members 
present  that  would  militate  against  other 
Members.  It  was  not  necessary  to  push 
the  matter  so  far  as  an  understanding  or 
pledge  on  the  part  of  the  House. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR  quite  agreed 
with  the  hon.  Gentleman.  It  would  be  a 
pledge  affecting  gentlemen  not  present. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Debate  to  be  resumed  upon  Monday 
next. 

Ordered,  That  the  Resolution  which, 
upon  the  2nd  day  of  this  instant  March, 
was  reported  from  the  Committee  of 
Supply,  and  which  was  then  agreed  to  by 
the  House,  be  now  read  : 

"That  114,800  men  and  bo^^s  be  em- 
ployed for  the  Sea  and  Coast  Guard  Ser- 
vices for  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day 
of  March,  1901,  including  18,805  Royal 
Marines." 

That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill 
to  provide,   during  twelve    months,  for 


the  discipline  and  regulation  of  the 
Army ;  and  that  Mr.  Wyndham,  Mr. 
Gx>schen,  and  Mr.  Powell-Williams  do 
prepare  and  bring  it  in. 


ARMV  ANNUAL  BILL. 

"To  provide,  during  Twelve  Months, 
for  the  Discipline  and  Regulation  of  the 
Army,"  presented  accordingly,  and  read 
the  first  time  ;  to  be  read  a  second  time 
upon  Monday  next,  and  to  be  printed. 
[Bill  135.] 


SUPPLY  [15TH  March]  REPORT. 
Resolution  reported : — 

Army  (Excesses),  1898-9. 

"  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £100,  be 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  make  good 
Excesses  of  Army  Expenditure  beyond 
the  Grants,  for  the  year  ended  on  the 
31st  day  of  March,  1899." 

Resolution  agreed  to. 


CENSUS    (EXPENSES). 

Considered  in  Committee. 
(In  the  Committee.) 

Resolved,  That  it  is  expedient  to 
authorise  the  payment,  out  of  moneys 
to  be  provided  bv  Parliament,  of  any 
Expenses  incurred  for  the  purposes  of 
the  Census,  under  any  Acts  of  the  present 
Session  for  taking  the  Census  in  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland. — (3fr.  Chaplin.) 

Resolution  to  be  reported  upon  Mon- 
day next. 


Adjourned  at  twenty-five  minutes 
after  Twelve  of  the  clock  Ull 
Monday  next. 
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Privaie  Bill 
HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

Monday,  \9th  March,  1900. 
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FBI  FATE    BILL   BUSINESS, 


The  Lord  Chancellor  acquainted  the 
House  that  the  Clerk  of  the  Parliaments 
had  laid  upon  the  Table  the  Certificate 
from  the  Examiners  that  the  Standing 
Orders  applicable  to  the  following  Bill 
have  been  complied  with — 

Metropolitan  Police  Provisional  Order. 

Also  the  Certificate  that    no    Standing 
Orders  are  applicable  to  the  following 
Bill- 
Military  Lands  Provisional  Order. 

The  same  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
Table. 

STANDING    ORDERS    COMMITTEE. 

Report  from  :  That  the  Standing  Orders 
not  complied  with  in  respect  of  the 
following  Bills  ought  to  be  dispensed 
with — 

St.  David's  Railway  (Abandonment). 
Dublin  Electric  Lighting. 

Read  and  agreed  to. 

LONDON    HYDRAULIC    POWER    COM- 
PANY BILL[H.L.]. 

Report  from  the  Select  Committee  • 
That  it  is  not  expedient  to  proceed 
further  with  the  Bill. 

BIRMINGHAM    (KING    EDWARD    THE 
SIXTH)  SCHOOLS  BILL  [h.l.]. 

Committed. 

MUIRKIRK,  MAUCHLINE,  AND  DAL- 
MELLING  rON  RAILWAYS  (ABANDON- 
MENT)  BILL  [h.l.]. 

CORK  ELECTRIC  TRAMWAYS  BILL 

[H.L.]. 

Committed:  The  Committees  to  be 
proposed  by  the  Committee  of  Selection. 

RHYMNEY  IRON  COMPANY  BILL  [ill.]. 
Read  2*  (according  to  order). 

CLYDE  NAVIGATION  BILL  [h.l.]. 

The  Chairman OFCoBfMiTTEES informed 
the  House,  That  the  promoters  do  not  in- 
tend to  proceed  further  with  the  Bill : 
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Order  of  the  Dav  for  the  second  roadini* 
discharged  :  Oraered  that  the  Bill  be  n.t 
further  proceeded  with. 

MENSTONE  WATER  (TRANSFEK)  BILL 

[H.L.]. 

Read  3«,  and  passed,  and  sent  to  the 
Commons. 

PONTEFRACT  PARK  BILL. 

Brought  from  the  Commons  ;  rea<l  ^^  ; 
and  referred  to  the  Examiners. 


DUBLIN  CORPORATION  BILL. 

CLONTARF  URBAN  DISTRICT  CUuNCIL. 

BILL. 

Message  from  the  Commons,  That  they 
have  come  to  the  following  resolution,  to 
which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this 
House,  viz.,  that  it  is  expedient  that  the 
said  Bills  should  be  committed  to  a  Jpint 
Committee  of  both  Houses ;  the  said 
message  to  be  taken  into  consideration  on 
Thursday  next. 

BURNLEY  CORPORATION  BILL  [h.l.]. 

NEWTOWN    AND    LLANLLWCHAIAKN 
URBAN  DISTRICT  GAS  BILL  [h.l.]. 

KINGSTON-UPON-THAMES    CORPORA 
TION  BILL  [H.L.]. 

KINGSTON-UPON-THAMES  GAS  BILL 

[H.L.]. 

BEXHILL    AND    ROTHERFIELD    RAIL 
WAY  BILL  [H.L.]. 

DORKING  WATER  BILL  [h.l.]. 

MANCHESTER  SHIP  CANAL  BILL  [h.l. 

I  ^P^^  ^rom  the  Committee  of  Selec- 
tion, That  the  following  Lords  be  proposed 
to  the  House  to  form  the  Select  Com- 
mittee for  the  consideration  of  the  said 
Bills,  viz. — 

E.  Portsmouth, 
E.  Romney, 

L.  Clifford  of  Chudleigh  (Oluiin/ian), 
L.  Hatherton, 
L.  Seaton ; 

agreed  to  ;  and  the  said  Lords  appointed 
accordingly.  The  Committee  to  meet  oa 
Thursday  next,  at  Eleven  o'clock  ;  and 
all  petitions  referred  to  the  Committee, 
with  leave  to  the  petitioners  praying  to 
be  heard  by  counsel  against  the  BilJs  to 
be  heard  as  desired,  as  also  counseJ  for 
the  Bills. 
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MISCELLANEOUS,  No.  2  (1900). 

Keports  from  Her  Majesty^s  Repre- 
sentatives abroad  on  the  provision  made 
in  foreign  countries  for  the  university 
education  of  Koman  Catholics.  Presented 
(by  Command),  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
Table. 


WAR    LOAN    BILL. 

Read  2^  (according  to  Order) ;  Com- 
mittee negatived.  Then  Standing  Order 
No.  XXXIX.  considered  (according  to 
Order),  and  dispensed  with.  Bill  read  3«, 
and  passed. 

PALATINE  COURT  OF  DURHAM  BILL 

[H.L.]. 

House  in  Committee  (according  to 
Order).  Bill  reported  without  amend- 
ment. Standing  Committee  negatived; 
and  Bill  to  be  Read  3^  To-morrow. 

House  adjourned  at  twenty-five 
minutes  before  Five  of  the 
clock,  till  To-morrow,  half- 
past  Ten  of  the  clock. 


HOUSE     OF     COMMONS. 
Mmflaij,  I9ih  Margh,  1900. 


PRIVATE   BILL    BUSINESS, 


PRIVATE  BILLS  (STANDING  ORDER 
62  COMPLIED  WITH). 

Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon  the  Table 
Report  from  one  of  the  Examiners  of 
Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  That,  in  the  ' 
case  of  the  following  Bill,  referred  on  the 
First  Reading  thereof,  Standing  Order 
No.  62  has  been  complied  with,  viz.:  - 

Great  Western  Railway  Bill. 

Ordered,  That  the  Bill  be  read  a  second 
time. 

PRIVATE  BILLS  (STANDING  ORDER 
63  COMPLIED  WITH). 

Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon  the  Table 
Keport  from  one  of  the  Examiners  of 
Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  That,  in  the 
case  of  the  following  Bill,  referred  on  the 
First  Reading  thereof.  Standing  Order 
No.  63  has  l>een  complied  with,  viz.  : — 

London  United  Tramways  Bill. 

Ordered,  That  the  Bill  be  read  a  second 
time. 


PRIVATE     BILLS    [Lords]    (STANDING 
ORDERS     NOT     PREVIOUSLY     IN 
QUIRED  INTO  COMPLIED  WITH). 

Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon  the  Table 
Report  from  one  of  the  Examiners  of 
Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  That,  in  the 
case  of  the  following  Bills  originating  in 
the  Lords,  and  referred  on  the  First 
Reading  thereof,  the  Standing  Orders 
not  previously  inquired  into,  and  which 
are  applicable  thereto,  have  been  complied 
with,  viz.  : — 

Scottish  Widows'  Fund  and  Life 
Assurance  Society  Bill  [Lords]. 

Universal  Life  Assurance  Societv  Bill 
[Lords], 

Ordered,  That  the  Bills  be  read  a 
second  time. 


CHRISTCHURCH,       BOURNEMOUTH, 
AND  WINTON  TRAMWAYS  BILL. 

To  be  read  a  second  time  to-morrow. 


METROPOLITAN  WATER  COMPANIES 

BILL. 

To  be  read  a  second  time  upon  Thurs- 
day next. 

RICKMANSWORTH     AND     UXBRIDGE 
VALLEY  WATER  BILL  (BY  ORDER). 

Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 

Sir  F.  DIXON-HARTLAND  (Middle- 
sex, Uxbridge) :  I  do  not  intend  to  pro- 
ceed vnth.  the  motion  for  the  rejection  of 
this  Bill  which  stands  on  the  Paper  in  my 
name.  The  object  of  some  of  the  clauses 
of  the  Bill  was  to  take  a  very  large 
quantity  of  water  from  the  Thames,  and 
allow  it  to  be  passed  into  the  mains  of  one 
of  the  London  Water  Companies  without 
the  consent  either  of  this  House,  or  of 
the  Conservators  of  the  River  Thames. 
The  company  promoting  the  Bill  were 
informed  that  Parliament  was  not  at  all 
likely  to  consent  to  such  a  measurb,  an<l 
they  have  agree<:l  to  withdraw  all  the 
contentious  clauses  from  the  Bill,  and 
also  to  repeal  all  the  clauses  in  their  old 
Act  which  gave  them  power  to  sell  water 
in  bulk,  either  inside  or  outside  their  con- 
stituency. Under  these  circumstances 
I  hope  the  House  will  be  satisfied,  and 
will  give  the  Bill  a  Second  Reading. 

Mr.  HUDSON  (Hertfordshire, 
Hitchiny :  I  also  had  a  motion  down,  hut 
I  have  been  before  the  Chairman  of  AVava 
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and  Means  to-day,  and  the  promoters 
having  made  concessions  I  shall  not  press 
my  opposition. 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  committed. 

SHANNON  WATER  AND  ELECTRIC 
POWER  BILL  (BY  ORDER). 

Order  for  Second  Eeading  read. 

Mr.  AUSTIN  (Limerick):  I  under- 
stand that  the  promoters  have  agreed  to 
the  insertion  in  the  Bill  of  clauses  pro- 
tecting the  rights  of  Limerick  and  other 
places,  and  therefore  I  withdraw  my 
motion  in  opposition. 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  committed. 


DUBLIN  CORPORATION  BILL. 

OLONTARF  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 
BILL  (BY  ORDER). 

♦The  CHAIRMAN  of  WAYS  and 
MEANS  (Mr.  J.  W.  Lowther,  Cumber- 
land, Penrith) :  I  have  put  on  the  Paper 
4k  motion  dealing  with  the  method  of  pro- 
<^ure  in  regard  to  the  Dublin  Corpora- 
tion Bill,  and  perhaps  as  it  is  somewhat 
unusual  though  not  unprecedented,  I 
-ought  to  make  a  short  statement  with 

regard  to  it.  The  importance  of  this  Bill 
is  such  that  it  has  induced  the  Chairman 
•of  the  House  of  Lords  Committee  and 
myself  to  consent  to  the  Bill  being  referred 
to  a  Joint  Committee  of  the  two  Houses. 
First  of  all  I  think  the  importance  of  this 
Bill  will  be  acknowledged,  and  by  nobody 
more  so  than  by  the  opponents  of  the 
Bill  who  during  the  last  session  of  Parlia- 
ment gave  very  strenuous  opposition  to 
the  BilL  Now  the  Bill  affects  very  many 
interests,  and  I  do  not  think  it  will  be 
contended  that  it  is  anything  but  a  Bill  of 
^eat  importance.  Secondly  it  is  extremely 
Sesirable  to  avoid,  if  possible,  any  conflict 
between  the  two  Houses  in  regard  to  this 
measure.  Unfortunately,  last  year  a 
conflict  was  generated  in  the  expiring 
•days  of  the  session  in  regard  to  it  which 
led  to  the  Bill  being  dropped.  The  Bill 
passed  this  House  on  consideration  by  a 
majority  of  162,  and  it  passed  its  Third 
Reading  unanimously,  and  yet  unfortu- 
nately in  the  other  House  the  exten- 
sion proposals  of  the  Bill  were  thrown 
out     in     Committee.       I     thiak     it     is 


extremely  desirable  if  we  can  to  pre- 
vent a  recurrence  of  this  unfortunate 
circumstance,  and  I  believe  if  the  House 
were  to  adopt  the  proposal  which  the 
Lords  Chairman  and  I  now  make,  any 
chances  of  difference  of  opinion  would  be 
ob\4ated.  Then  it  is  important  that  we 
should  obtain  as  strong  a  committee  as 
we  possibly  can  to  consider  this  matter. 
Without  casting  the  slightest  reflection 
upon  the  Gentlemen  who  devoted  con- 
siderable time  last  year  to  the  considera- 
tion of  this  Bill,  I  think  that  the  House 
will  possibly  be  better  satisfied  with  the, 
results  of  an  inquiry  by  a  somewhat 
stronger  Committee,  and  the  best  way  in 
my  opinion  to  obtain  the  services  of  a 
stronger  Committee  would  be  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  Joint  Committee.  We  there- 
fore suggest  a  Joint  Committee,  and  I 
think  we  should  be  better  able  to  obtain  the 
services  of  dome  of  the  strongest  Members 
of  this  House  if  it  is  known  that  they 
are  to  join  with  some  of  the  best  Members 
of  the  other  House  in  considering  a 
Bill  of  this  magnitude  and  character. 
Then  there  is  the  question  of  expense. 
Last  year  the  Bill  was  for  seventeen 
days  before  a  Committee  of  this  House, 
and  fourteen  days  in  the  other  House. 
I  have  had  no  estimate  whatever  of  what 
the  costs  have  been  to  the  respec- 
tive parties,  but  I  feel  sur^  they  must 
have  gone  into  several  thousands  of 
pounds,  and  probably  if  I  said  tens  of 
thousands  of  pounds  I  should  not  be  very 
far  off  the  mark.  If  we  are  to  maintain 
a  system  of  legislation  by  private  Bills, 
we  cannot  continue  it  if  we  go  on  im- 
posing such  vast  penalties  upon  those  who 
come  to  this  tribunal  for  a  solution  of 
their  difficulties,  and  by  the  appointment 
of  a  Joint  Committee  we  should  at  least 
halve  the  expense,  and  probably  even 
bring  it  below  this  sum.  These  are  the 
reasons  which  have  induced  Lord  Morley 
and  myself  to  agree  to  the  course  which  I 
propose.  The  reasons  which  may  be 
urged  before  the  House  against  this  pro- 
posal are  that  it  is  an  unprecedented 
one.  I  am  prepared  to  admit  that  so 
far  as  sending  Bills  for  the  extension  of 
boundaries  to  a  Joint  Committee  is  con- 
cerned it  is  unprecedented ;  but  with 
regard  to  sending  private  Bills  to  a  Joint 
Committee  it  is  not  unprecedented.  In 
1873  several  important  Bills  were  '^ent  to 
a  Joint  Committee  in  the  way  I  propose, 
and  notably  when  the  London  and  l^orth 
Western  and  the  Lancashire  and  Yorkshire 
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proposed  to  amalgamate  their  systems,  and 
when  the  Midland  Eailway  and  Glasgow 
and  South  Western  proposed  the  amalga- 
mation  of    their     systems,    these    Bills 
were    similarly    treated.        Those    Bills 
were     no     doubt     of    great   importance 
to     the      travelling     public,     and     also 
to  the  shareholders    of   these    railways. 
But  I  venture  to  say  that  the  Bill  which 
I  propose  to  deal  with  in  the  same  way  is 
a  Bill  of  not  less  importance  to  the  rate- 
payers and  inhabitants   of  the    city   of 
Dublin,   and  not  less  important  to   the 
ratepayers   and  inhabitants   of  the   siu*- 
rounding  suburbs  of  Dublin,  and  indeed 
I  may  say  it  is  of  great  importance  to  all 
the   inhabitants    oi    Ireland,   because  it 
deals  with  the  extension  of  the  metro- 
polis of  that  country,  and  in  that  respect 
no  doubt  all  the  inhabitants  of  Ireland 
would  be  interested  in  the  fate  of  the 
Bill.    Therefore,  so  far  as  the  importance 
of  the  Bill  goes,  I  should  be  quite  pre- 
pared to  argue  that  this  Bill  is  quite  as 
important  as  those  which  the  House  dealt 
within  a  similar  way  in  the  year  1873. 
In  addition  I  would  point  out  that  Pro- 
visional Orders  have  been  dealt  with  in 
this  way.     The  Bates  and  Charges  Pro- 
visional Orders  Bill  of  1892  was  in  this 
manner  sent  to  a  Joint  Committee.  Then 
the    House    will    recollect    that  in   the 
Private  Bill  (Scotland)  Procedure  Bill  a 
clause  was  inserted  by  which  it  was  pro- 
vided that  confirmation  Bills — Bills  con- 
firming Provisional   Orders  which   were 
opposed — should  in  future  be  sent  to  a 
Joint    Committee  of   the    two    Houses. 
Therefore    Parliament    last    session   ex- 
pressed its  approval  of  the  principle  of 
Joint     Committees,     and    I     think    we 
should  not  be  going  against  the;  spirit  and 
intention   of  Parliament  if  we  were   to 
treat    this    Bill    in    a    similar    manner. 
These    are     the    reasons     which     have 
induced     me    to    submit     this    course 
for    the    approval    of     the    House.      I 
propose  to  ask  the  House  to  deal  with 
the  Clontarff  Bill   in   a    similar  manner 
because  it  is  practically  an  identical  Bill. 
It  deals  with  the  same  subject  matter. 
As  to  the  procedure,  if  this  motion  is  car- 
ried it  will  be  communicated  to  the  other 
House,  and  the  other  House  will  return 
it  to  this  House  with  their  assent,  and 
then  it  will  fall  upon  this  House  to  nominate 
members  of  the  Committee.     As  to  the 
number  to  be  elected,  I  should  be  inclined 
to  limit  it  as  far  as  possible,  following  the 
precedent  of   1873,   and    appoint    three 

Mr.  J.  JF,  Lowthd'. 


Members  from  this  House  and  three  fronu 
the  other  House,  but  if  there  is  a  strong; 
feeling  to  increase  it  I  shall  be  prepared 
to  add  one  to  the  number.  I  should 
also  be  anxious  that  the  Members  should 
be  selected  by  the  Committee  of  selection, 
beause  I  feel  certain,  especially  after 
what  was  said  last  Friday,  the  House 
would  have  greater  confidence  in  the 
selection  thus  made,  than  if  the  selection 
were  made  in  the  ordinary  way  by  the 
whips  from  either  side  of  the  House. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed^ 
"  That  it  is  expedient  that  the  Dublin 
Corporation  Bill  and  the  Clontarf  Urban 
District  Council  Bill  be  committed  to  a 
Joint  Committee  of  Lords  and  Commons ;. 
that  a  message  be  sent  to  the  Lords  to- 
communicate  this  resolution,  and  to  desire- 
their  concurrence." — (i/r.  J.  IF,  Loicther.) 

♦Mr.  J.  W.  MELLOR  (Yorkshire,  W.R. 

Sowerj^y) :  I  am  glad  the  Chairman  has 

made  this  motion.     I  hope  the  time  wiif 

come  when  every  private  Bill,  or  certainty 

every    important    private    Bill,    will    be- 

sent  to  a  Joint  Committee  of  the  two- 

Houses.  I  do  not  think  it  is  necessary 
to  labour  the  question  as  to  whether  there 
is  a  precedent  or  not  for  this  motion,  be- 
cause the  legislation  of  the  last  session  is  in 
my  opinion  conclusive  as  to  the  opinion  of 
this  House;  a  most  valuable  principle  was 
laid  down  when  it  was  decided  to  send 
Scotch  private  Bills  to  a  Joint  Committee- 
of  the  two  Houses.  There  is  a  great  deaB 
to  be  said  on  the  question  of  expense. 
I  think  that  the  expenditure  on 
private  Bills  is  rapidly  becoming  a 
public  scandal,  and  that  the  time  has 
come  when  the  House  ought  to  take 
the  matter  into  its  own  hands  and  sefr 
whether  some  system  cannot  be  devised 
under  which  the  great  expenditure  on 
private  Bill  legislation  can  be  reduced. 
It  is  true  that  in  five  cases  out  of  six 
Bills  may  be  and  are  promoted  by  great 
companies,  private  and  otherwise,  but  it 
is  frequently  the  case  that  much  expense- 
falls  upon  the  opponents  who  cannot  help 
themselves.  I  cannot  help  thinking  that 
the  referring  of  private  Bills  to  a  joint 
Committee  will  be  the  first  step  to  bring 
about  an  important  reform  which  will 
enable  persons  to  come  before  Parliament 
without  being  put  to  an  expenditure 
which  may  ruin  them.  Such  a  reform  will 
be  highly  appreciated  in  the  country. 
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Mr.  CARSOX  (Dublin  Uiiivei-^ity)  :  I  [ 

fihould  not  dissent  from  this  motion  if  it 

were  a  proposal  of  a  general  character, 

but  I  must  say  that  I  at  all  events  desire 

•^o  enter  my  protest  against  this  system 

being  first  introduced  I  think  for  definite 

purposes  in  relation  to  this  Irish  Bill.     I 

know  very  well  that  the  motion  is  made 

to  try   to  push   this   Bill   through.       I 

know  very  well  what  the  Government  did 

last  year.       The  Government  did  their 

level  best  to  get  this   Bill  through,  and 

they  went  to  very  great  lengths  to  try  to 
•coerce  the  other   House   of  Parliament ; 
.and  I  am  perfectly  well  aware  that  this 
motion  is  made  not  for  the  purpose  of 
-creating  a    general   system  of  referring 
private  Bills  to  Joint  Committees,  but  in 
•order  if  possible  in  some  way  or  other 
that  this  Bill  which  had  the  support  of 
the    Government    last  session   may     be 
passed  through.     But  why  is  an  excep- 
tional course  taken  in  this  case  1     The 
very  same  thing  has  happened  in  Eng- 
iland  as  regards  Boundary  Bills — that  the 
Houses  have  disagreed,  but  it  has  never 
-been  suggested  that  any  such  system  as 
that  now  proposed  by  the  Chairman  of 
Ways  and  Means  should  be  adopted.  The 
:fir8t  matter  which  he  puts  forward  as  an 
.argument    for    taking   this    exceptional 
•course  is  the  importance  of  the  Bill.     I  do 
jiot  know  that  the  Dublin    Boundaries 
Bill  has  a  greater  principle  at  stake  than 
other    private    Bills    which    have  come 
before  the  House,  but  assuming  that  it  is 
:sii  important  Bill,  and  I  admit  that  it  is, 
I  should  have  thought  that  would   have 
been  one  of  the  reasons  why  the  settled 
practice  and  procedure  of    this    House 
.should  not  be  departed  from,  and  that  the 
Bill  in  the  ordinary  way  should  go  before 
A  Committee  of  each  House  who  should 
^separately  decide  upon    it    according  to 
their  own  independent  view.      Then  it  is 
said   that   we   had   last   year  a   conflict 
^between  the  two  Houses  upon  this  private 
Bill.     There  again  I  fail  to  see  that  that 
is  any  reason  why  this  Joint  Committee 
should  be  set  up.      The   truth   of  the 
matter  is,  Parliament  has  laid  down   an 
ordinary  procedure  for  these  Committees; 
they     have     both     to    agree     to      the 
proposals  made  in  a  private  Bill,  and  I 
iail   to  see   how  private   rights   will   be 
infringed  by  the  Bill  coming  before  the 
Committees  of   the  two  Houses.      That 
l)eing  so,  I  do  not  see  how  any  constitu- 


tional conflict  can  arise,  especially  in  a 
Bill  of  this  character,  that  has  not  been 
raised  in  a  Bill  applying  to  England.  The 
truth  of  the  matter  is,  as  I  said  before, 
this  motion  has  an  indirect  object.  It  is 
an  attempt  to  pass  this  Bill,  if  possible, 
at  any  cost,  and  I  must  say  that  I  look 
with  the  gravest  suspicion  upon  this 
matter,  originating  not  in  the  case  of  an 
English  Bill,  but  in  the  case  of  an  Irish 
Bill,  which  led  last  year  to  a  great  deal  of 
conflict,  and  which,  although  the  Unionist 
Members  for  Ireland  were  against  it,  was 
largely  supported  by  Her  Majesty's 
Government.  What  on  earth  one  Bill 
has  to  do  with  the  other  I  entirely 
fail  to  see.  The  motion  anticipates 
that,  by  this  manoeuvre  of  getting  the 
Joint  Committee,  the  Dublin  Corporation 
Boundaries  Bill  will  be  passed,  and  there- 
fore it  will  be  unnecessary  to  pass  the 
Clontarf  Bill  as  a  separate  measure.  As 
matters  stand  at  present,  the  Chairman 
of  Committees  is  absolutely  in  error 
when  he  states  that  the  Clontarf  Bill 
deals  with  the  same  subject  matter. 
Clontarf  is  quite  satisfied  to  stay  as  it  is, 
whereas  the  Dublin  Bill  desires  to  swallow 
it  up.  So  far  as  I  am  concerned  in  rela- 
tion to  this  Bill,  I  protested  against  it  last 
year,  and  I  intend  to  protest  against  it 
this  year.  I  am  aware  that  Irish  Union- 
ists never  got  and  never  expect  any 
support  from  Her  Majesty's  Government, 
but  I  think  the  least  Her  Majesty's 
Government  might  have  done  was  to 
have  let  Parliamentary  procedure  take  its 
ordinary  course.  I  think  for  a  Unionist 
Government,  through  their  Chairman  of 
Committees,  to  force  this  Bill  on  us  and 
to  make  an  exceptional  motion  in  this 
case  goes  a  little  too  far.  I  know  in  this 
matter  I  have  have  not  the  power  which 
hon.  Members  opposite  have.  It  rejoices 
me,  as  they  come  from  my  own  country, 
that  they  are  so  powerful,  and,  though 
I  differ  from  them,  I  think  it  is 
greatly  to  their  credit.  When  I  attempt 
to  divide  the  House  on  these  Irish 
questions  I  know  I  am  in  a  futile 
minority.  I  admit  it  —  no  one  more 
readily.  Therefore  I  shall  not  divide  the 
House  upon  this  motion,  but  I  desire  at 
this  stage  to  enter  my  protest  against 
anything  whatsoever  being  done  in 
relation  to  this  matter,  and  I  firmly 
believe  and  state  openly  that  I  believe  it 
is  not  done  with  a  view  to  any  bettei 
procedure  but  to  attempt  to  force  the  Bill 
through  the  House. 
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♦Serjeant  HEMPHILL  (Tyrone,  N.) : 

I  am  very  happy  to  hear  from  the  right 

hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  that  he  is  not 

going  to  divide  the  House  on  this  most 

reasonable    motion.      I    merely    rise    to 

speak  as  a  citizen  of  many  years  standing 

living  in  the  City  of  Dublin,  and  as  a 
ratepayer  whose  rates  are  not  by  any 
means  inconsiderable.  I  confess  in  the 
interests  of  the  City  of  Dublin  generally 
and  in  the  interests  of  Ireland  at  large, 
I  am  most  anxious  to  see  the  Bill  become 
law.  I  concur  in  every  word  that  has 
been  so  ably  and  so  authoritatively  put 
forward  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Chairman  of  Ways  and  Means.  The 
expense  accompanying  this  attempt  on 
the  part  of  the  corporation  to  carry 
a  measure  which  would  redound  enor- 
mously to  the  advantage  of  Dublin, 
and,  with  Dublin,  of  the  whole 
country,  last  year,  was  attended  with 
almost  disastrous  consequences  I  saw  it 
stated  in  an  Irish  newspaper  a  few  days 
ago  that  the  expenses  incurred  by  the 
corporation  exceeded  £16,000  or  £17,000, 
which  all  must  ultimately  come  upon  the 
ratepayers.  If  this  is  a  good  measure,  it 
is  hard  to  conceive  any  tribunal  better 
fitted  to  deal  with  it  than  a  Joint  Com- 
mittee of  both  Houses  of  Parliament.  It 
is  a  pity  that  these  private  Bills  do  not 
go  before  Joint  Committees  in  every  case, 
because  the  idea  of  going  over  the  same 
story  first  before  a  Committee  of  the 
House  of  Commons  and  then  before  a 
Committee  of  the  House  of  Lords  by  the 
same  counsel  and  resting  on  the  same 
evidence,  appears  to  me  to  be  an  old- 
fashioned  anomaly.  Some  years  ago, 
when  there  was  a  Commission  appointed 
to  inquire  inro  Private  Bill  legislation 
procedure,  there  were  very  strong  argu- 
ments put  forward,  and  I  believe  there  was 
a  majority  of  the  Commissioners  in  favour 
of  substituting  a  Joint  Committee.  The 
idea  of  this  Bill  taking  seventeen  days  in 
the  House  of  Commons  and  afterwards 
fourteen  days  in  the  House  of  Lords, 
with  the  same  evidence  and  the  same 
procedure,  when  the  whole  thing  might 
m  halved  and  the  expense  might  be 
halved,  and  a  better  result  arrived  at, 
presents  a  picture  which  I  think  should 
satisfy  every  impartial  man  that  this 
motion  ought  to  be  acceded  to. 
The  City  of  Dublin  is  in  the  anomalous 
position  of  being  hemmed  in  by  four  or 
five  independent  townships  and  munici- 


palities. No  matter  how  its  population 
increases,  no  matter  what  the  demand 
there  may  be  for  houses  for  the  poor  and 
dwellings  for  the  lower  classes,  all  their 
efforts  are  thwarted  and  rendered  im- 
possible by  the  present  geographical  and 
municipal  position  of  the  town. 

*Mr  SPEAKER:  Order,  order r  Thfr 
right  hon.  Member  is  not  in  order  in 
going  into  the  merits  of  the  Bill. 

-♦Serjeant  HEMPHILL:  I  will  not 
occupy  any  further  time.  The  reasons 
have  been  put  forward  seriatim  by  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman,  and  I  trust  the 
House  will  agree  now  to  cany  this 
motion. 

Question  then  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  expedient  that  the 
Dublin  Corporation  Bill  and  the  Clontarf 
Urban  District  Council  Bill  be  committed 
to  a  Joint  Committee  of  Lords  and 
Commons. 

Ordered,  That  a  Message  be  sent  to  the 
Lords  to  communicate  this  Resolution^ 
and  to  desire  their  concurrence. — {The 
CJmrman  of  JFays  and  Means.) 

MORECAMBE    URBAN    DISTRICT 
COUNCIL    (GAS)    BILL. 

Reported,  with  Amendments ;  Report 
to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 


PETITIONS. 


LOCAL    AUTHORITIES    OFFICERS' 
SUPERANNUATION  BILL. 

Petition  from  Waterloo-with-Seaforth^ 
in  favour ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

LONDON    GOVERNMENT   ACT,   1899. 

Petitions  for  alteration  of  Law,  from 
Poplar ;  and  Fulham ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

RATING  OP  WOODLANDS. 

Petition  from  Cardigan,  for  alteration  of 
Law ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


SALE  OF  INTOXICATING  UQUORS  TO 
CHILDREN  BILL. 

Petitions,    in    favour,     from    Chester 
(two) ;  Trawden ;  Burley  in  Wharfedale  ; 
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Chadderton  ;    Maidstone ;    and    Oswald- 
twistle ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

SALE  OF  INTOXICATING  LIQUORS  TO 
CHILDREN  (No.  2)  BILL. 

Petition  from  Sheffield,  in  favour ;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 

SALE    OF     INTOXICATING     LIQUORS 
TO    CHILDREN    BILL. 

Petition  from  Patricroft,  in  favour,  and 
against  corporal  punishment  for  youthful 
offenders ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

SALE     OF    INTOXICATING     LIQUORS 
ON    SUNDAY    BILL. 

Petitions  in  favour,  from  Portsmouth  ; 
Cotffrave  ;  Englefield  Green  ;  Ipswich ; 
StocKton  on  Tees  ;  Holbrook  ;  Sunderland 
(six) ;  and  Mid  Kent ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

« 

SUNDAY  CLOSING  (MONMOUTHSHIRE) 

BILL. 

Petitions  in  favour,  from  Huntingdon  ; 
Philadelphia  (two)  ;  Norwich  ;  I^ndon 
(five) ;  Greenwich  ;  Chester  (two) ;  Ponty- 
mister ;  Hayle ;  King's  Lynn  (two) ; 
West  Lynn  ;  Leeds  ;  Hackney ;  St. 
Pancrasj  Sheffield;  Cricklewood;  Selby; 
Willesden  Green  ;  Harrow  Road ;  Hack 
ney  ;  Highbury  ;  Ipswich;  Staines  ; 
Enfield  ;  Victoria  Park  ;  HoUoway ; 
Crouch  End ;  King's  Cross ;  Berwick-on- 
Tweed  ;  Mid  Kent ;  and  Woodbridge ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


RETURNS,    REPORTS,    ETC, 


NAVY   (VICTUALLING   YARD    MANU- 
FACTURING ACCOUNTS,  18989). 

Annual  Accounts  presented,  of  the 
Cost  of  Manufacturing,  Provisions,  Vic- 
tualling Stores,  &c.,  at  the  Home  Vic- 
tualling Yards  and  Malta  Yard  for 
1898-9,  &c.,  with  the  Report  of  the 
Comptroller  and  Auditor  General  thereon 
fby  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to 
be  printed.     [No.  101.] 

ARMY  (CLOTHING  FACTORY). 

Annual  Account  presented,  of  the 
Royal  Army  Clothing  Factory  for  the 
year  1898-9,  with  Report  of  the  Comp- 
troller and  Auditor  General  thereon  [by 
Act]  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be 
printed.     [No.  102.] 


TRADE  REPORTS  (ANNUAL  SERIES). 

Copy  presented,  of  Diplomatic  and 
Consular  Reports,  Annual  Series,  No. 
2389  [by  Command];  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

UNIVERSITY  EDUCATION  OF  ROMAN 
CATHOLICS  ABROAD  (MISCEL- 
LANEOUS, No.  2,  1900). 

Copy  presented,  of  Reports  from  Her 
Majesty^s  Representatives  Abroad  on  the 
provision  made  in  Foreign  Countries  for 
the  University  Education  of  Roman 
Catholics  [by  Command]  ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 


QUESTIONS 


SOUTH  AFRICAN  WAR— CONTRABAND 
OP  WAR-RIGHT  OF  SEARCH— THE 
"HERZOG." 

Mr,  GIBSON  BOWLES  (Lynn  Regis) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty  whether  the  "  Herzog,"  which 
was  detained  on  the  high  seas  by  Her 
Majesty's  Ship  "  Thetis,"  on  suspicion  of 
carrying  contraband  of  war,  and  was- 
brought  into  Durban  on  6th  January, 
1900,  then  came  under  the  authority  of 
the  Prize  Court ;  whether  Her  Majesty  V 
Grovemment  telegraphed  on  7th  January 
to  Sir  F.  Lascelles  at  Berlin  that  the 
Prize  Court  would  adjudicate  on  the 
"  Herzoe "  ;  whether  the  Prize  Court 
exercised  its  authority  by  ordering  the 
release  of  the  Portuguese  Governor  of 
Zambesi  and  of  eight  Portuguese  officers 
found  on  board  the  "  Herzog" ;  whether  the 
Commander-in-Chief,  Cape  of  Good  Hope 
Station,  reported  to  the  Admiralty  on 
6th  January  that  the  Senior  Naval  Officer 
at  Durban  had  telegraphed  that  the 
"  Herzog  "  had  on  board  large  quantities  of 
provisions  consigned  to  enemy's  agents, 
which  there  was  reasonable  ground  for  sus- 
pecting were  intended  for  the  enemy ;  why 
did  the  Admiralty,  on  7th  January,  1900, 
telegraph  to  Rear  Admiral  Harris  a 
peremptory  order  to  direct  the  immediate 
release  of  the  "  Herzog,"  and  thus  prevent 
inquiry  into  and  adjudication  upon  the 
character  and  destination  of  the  carso; 
on  what  ground  did  the  Admiralty  thus 
direct  the  "  Herzog "  to  be  taken  from 
out  of  the  authority  of  the  Prize  Court, 
and  thus  render  impossible  any  complete 
examination  of  the  cargo  and  the  papers 
that  might  have  been  ordered  by    that 
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court,  and  any  adjudication  upon  the 
whole  case  by  the  court ;  and  does  the 
Admiralty  assume  to  exercise  such 
uthority  over  Prize  Courts  in  general 
as  is  involved  in  the  removal  from  their 
authority  of  vessels  lawfully  and  properly 
detained  and  brought  in  for  adjudication 
by  such  courts ;  and,  if  not,  to  what  ex- 
tent does  the  Admiralty  claim  a  right  of 
interference  with  such  courts. 

♦The  under  SECRETAEY  ofSTATE 
FOR  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS  (Mr.   Brod- 
RICK,  Surrey,  Guildford) :  My  right  hon. 
friend  has  asked  me  to  reply  to  this  for  him. 
The  group  of  questions  put  bv  the  hon. 
Member  are  for  the  most  part  based  on  a 
very  natural  misconception  of  the  facts  of 
the   case.       He  is  justified  in  assuming 
from  the  published  correspondence  that  the 
"  Herzog  "  had  been  placed   in  the  Prize 
Court.     This  was  implied  by  the  telegram 
of   6th   January   from    the   senior  naval 
oflBcer   at  Durban,  and  appears   to  have 
been  accepted  generally  at  the  time  ;  as  a 
matter  of  fact  it  transpired  subsequently 
that  the  "  Herzog  "  had  never  been  handed 
over  to  the  Prize  Court,  and  therefore  the 
senior  naval  officer  was  clearly  under  a 
misapprehension  at  the  date  of  his  tele- 
gram.    There  is  thus  no  question  of  the 
Admiralty  assuming  to  exercise  authority- 
over  Prize  Courts.     The  answer  to  ques- 
tion  four    m  in   the  affirmative.      With 
reference  to  question  five,  in  consequence 
of    the  Geinian  mail  steamer  "  Bundes- 
rath  "  being  at  the  time  in  arrest  under  a 
similar  suspicion,  the  Commander-in-Chief 
was  directed  on  the   1st  January  not  to 
afrest  the  **  Herzog  "  nor  any  other  Ger- 
man mail  ste^imtT  until  it  become  obvious 
that  the  "  Bundesrath  "  was  carrying  con- 
traband.    Before   the  instructions    could 
reach  the  cruisers  oflf  Delagoa  Bay,  the 
"  Herzog  "  had  been  seized  and  taken  to 
Durban   as  reported    in    Commander-in- 
Chief's   telegram    of    6th  January.     On 
receipt  of  this  telegram  on  the  following 
day,   January    7th,    Simday,   the    Com- 
mander-in-Chief was  dircctea  to  order  the 
immediate  release  of  the  "  Herzog."     This 
was  simply  a  confirmation  of  the  general 
order  given  on  the  1st  January,  and  was 
rendered   the    more    necessary    because 
nothing  contraband  up  to  that  time  had 
been  found  on  boartl  the  "  Bundesrath." 
I  may  add  that  the  senior  naval  officer's 
telegram  of  the  6th  January,  which  laid 
stress  upon  probable  hostile  destination  of 
cargo,  had  not  then  been  received. 


Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  :  Is  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  aware  that  no  search 
whatever  had  been  made  of  the  cargo  t 

*Mr.  BRODRICK  :  I  believe  that  it  is 
the  case  that  only  a  very  cursory  search 
was  made,  but  the  Admiralty  had  an 
undertaking  given  in  BerUn  that  the 
vessel  was  not  carrying  any  contraband, 
and  that  one  of  the  company's  ships,  which 
on  the  outbreak  of  war  had  on  board 
what  might  be  considered  contraband  of 
war,  had  discharged  at  Port  Said. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES :  Is  it  not  the 
fact  that  three  days  after  release  had  been 
ordered  by  the  Admiralty 

*Mr.  speaker  :  Order,  order !  The 
hon.  Member  is  now  going  too  far.  He  is 
carrying  on  a  debate.  The  question  has 
been  answered. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES :  But,  Sir,  I 
received  an  answer  to  the  second  para- 
graph, which  is  misleading. 

*Mr.  speaker  :  Order,  order  ! 

THE    WAR    LOAN. 

Sir  J.  LENG  (Dundee) :  I  beg  to 
ask  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  if 
he  can  state  the  number  and  total  amount 
of  the  subscriptions  for  the  war  loan  ; 
what  sums  have  been  oflfered  from  Abroad 
and  from  the  United  Kingdom  re- 
spectively ;  what  applications  were 
between  XlOO  and  £1,000,  between 
j£l,000  and  £100,000,  and  between 
£100,000  and  £1,000,000 ;  and  what  was 
the  amount  of  the  maximum  application  ; 
and  on  what  system,  if  any,  the  allot- 
ments will  be  issued,  discriminating 
between  small  and  large  applications. 

*The  chancellor  of  the  EX- 
CHEQUER (Sir  M.  Hicks  Beach. 
Bristol,  W.) :  I  will  give  the  hon. 
Member  the  best  answer  I  can  to  this 
question  ;  but,  of  course,  the  House  will 
see  that  there  may  have  been  more  than 
one  application  from  one  applicant  in 
certain  cases,  and,  on  the  other  hand,  that 
there  may  have  been  several  applicants 
included  in  one  application  —  from  a 
broker,  for  example.  The  number  of 
applications  was  about  39,800.  The  total 
amount  applied  for  was  £335,500,000. 
It  is  impossible  to  say  how  much  of  this 
total  was  applied  for  from  abroad.  The 
mmiber  of  applications   from    £100    to 
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X1,000,  both  inclusive,  was  30,800 ;  the 
number  of  applications  from  £1,100  to 
XI  00,000,  both  inclusive,  was  8,630  ;  the 
number  of  applications  from  £100,100 
to  £1,000,000,  both  inclusive,  was  344. 
The  largest  application  was  £10,000,000. 
The  system  of  allotment  will  be  that  large 
applicants  (t.e.,  for  £10,000  and  upwards) 
will  receive  6  per  cent. ;  applicants  for 
sums  below  that  amount  will  receive 
Allotments  varying  from  6  per  cent,  to  an 
allotment  in  full  for  as  many  of  the 
smallest  as  can  be  arranged. 

Sir  J.  LENG :  When  will  the  allot- 
ment be  made  ? 

*SiR  M.  HICKS  BEACH :  As  soon  as 
possible,  but  I  cannot  say  definitely. 

THE    "  BUNDESRATH." 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies 
whether,  on  3rd  January,  1900,  he  tele- 
graphed to  the  Governor  of  Natal  as  to 
the  "  Bundesrath,"  detained  on  suspicion 
of  carrying  contraband  of  war,  then  pre- 
sumably in  custody  of  the  Prize  Court, 
that  the  capturing  officer  of  Her  Majesty^s 
ship  "  Magicienne "  should  apply  to  the 
€ourt  to  release  at  once  the  mails  on 
board  the  captured  ship  ;  was  this  instruc- 
tion to  the  naval  officer  in  question  sent 
at  the  request  and  with  the  concurrence 
of  the  Admiralty  ;  and  if  not,  by  virtue 
of  what  authority  was  it  sent. 

The  secretary  of  STATE  for 
THE  COLONIES  (Mr.  J.  Chamberlain, 
Birmingham,  W.) :  I  telegraphed  to  the 
Crovemor  of  Natal  on  January  3rd,  in  the 
sense  mentioned  by  my  hon.  friend,  and 
an  application  having  accordingly  been 
made  to  the  comt,  the  mails  were  re- 
leased. The  telegraphic  instruction  was 
sent  with  the  concurrence  of  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Admiralty. 

THE  "MASHONA." 

Mr.  MENDL  (Plymouth) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
Foreign  Affairs  whether  the  British 
steamship  "  Mashona  "  which,  while  on  a 
passage  from  New  York  to  South  African 
ports  last  December,  was  seized  by  one  of 
Her  Majesty's  warships  and  taken  from 
Algoa  Bay  to  Capetown  as  a  prize,  has 
been  released  by  a  judgment  of  the  Court 
at  Capetown;  whether  Her  Majesty's 
Government  has,    through    the    United 


States  Ambassador,  undertaken  to  meet 
any  claims  for  loss  or  damage  sustained 
by  American  subjects  interested  in  the 
car^o  in  consequence  of  the  delay  in 
dehvery  of  their  goods;  and  whether 
claims  of  British  subjects  similarly 
interested  will  be  dealt  with  on  the  same 
footing. 

♦Mr.  BRODRICK  :  The  answer  to  the 
first  paragraph  is  in  the  affirmative.  Her 
Majesty's  Government  have  not  admitted 
liability  in  respect  of  any  claims  of  the 
nature  indicated,  but  they  have  ^offered  to 
purchase  the  flour  on  board  owned  by 
United  States  citizens.  Claims  for  redress 
for  the  non-delivery  of  the  cargo  appear 
to  be  matter  for  settlement  between  such 
claimants  and  the  ship  which  undertook 
to  deliver.  British  subjects  who  owned 
goods  on  board,  having  no  right  to  trade 
with  the  enemy,  are  not  in  the  same  posi- 
tion as  foreign  owners.  The  latter  are 
not  guilty  of  any  offence  in  trading  with 
the  enemy  from  a  neutral  country  unless 
the  goods  are  contraband  and  are  found 
on  board  of  a  ship  in  British  territorial 
waters  or  on  the  high  seas,  and  are  des- 
tined for  the  enemy  countries. 

ARMY  COMMISSIONS  FOR  CAMBRIDGE 

STUDENTS. 

Mr.  TREVELYAN  (Ywkshire,  W.R.^ 
Elland) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  War  whether  his  attention 
has  been  called  to  a  circular  issued  by  the 
Vice-Chancellor  of  Cambridge  inviting 
candidates  for  commissions  in  the  Army 
to  come  forward  from  among  the  students, 
in  which  the  following  words  occur : 
"  The  Vice-Chancellor  will  require  to  be 
satisfied  that  the  means  of  candidates  are 
sufficient  to  enable  them  to  hold  a  com- 
mission in  the  branch  of  the  service  for 
which  they  apply  " ;  whether  this  notice 
was  issued  with  the  kno\^ledge  and 
approval  of  the  War  Office  ;  and  whether 
he  is  aware  that  owing  to  this  notice  and 
requirement,  a  considerable  number  of 
men  otherwise  anxious  to  give  their 
services  to  the  country  at  this  crisis, 
have  been  deterred  from  applying  for 
commissions. 

♦The  UNDER  SECRETARYof  STATE 
FOR  WAR  (Mr.  Wyndham,  Dover) :  The 
War  Office  was  not  consulted  in  regard 
to  this  notice,  which  seems  to  have 
been  perfectly  within  the  competence  of 
the   Vice-Chancellor.       The  applications 
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made  to  the  Vice-Chancellor  have  been  I 
80  numerous  as  to  suggest  that  it  had  no 
deterrent  effect. 

ARMY    VETERINARY    DEPARTMENT.  I 

Captain  JESSEL  (St.  Pancras,  S.) :  I  j 
beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  Stale  ' 
for  War,  if  he  could  explain  why  the  ' 
vacancy  which  occurred  in  November  last  i 
in  the  rank  of  Veterinary  Lieutenant  j 
Colonel  has  not  been  filled  up ;  and 
whether  it  is  usual  to  keep  open  appoint- 1 
ments  in  the  higher  ranks  of  the  Army  I 
Veterinary  Department  for  so  long  a  ' 
period.  I 

*Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  There  is  no  officer  I 
at  present  qualified  under  the  regulations. 

VOLUNTEER    ARTILLERY  TRAINING. 

Captain  SINCLAIR  (Forfarshire):  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
whether  a  Volunteer  16-pounder  battery  | 
ceming  up  with  one-half  its  men  for  | 
training  for  a  fortnight  will  receive  pay 
and  allowances  although  one-half  of  the 
whole  garrison  brigade  to  which  it  belongs 
does  not  do  so ;  and  whether  Volunteer 
batteries  coming  up  for  training  will  be 
given  horses  or  sufficient  allowance  to 
enable  them  to  provide  horses  for  them- 
selves. 

*Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  The  whole  scheme 
of  training  Volunteer  batteries  is  still 
under  consideration.  All  those  who  come 
up  for  the  special  training  will  be  pro- 
vided with  the  means  of  hiring  horses. 

VOLUNTEERS  IN  GOVERNMENT 
DEPARTMENTS. 

Captain  JESSEL:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
whether,  in  view  of  the  invitation  given 
by  the  Government  to  the  auxfliary 
forces  and  to  the  employers  of  labour, 
they  would  themselves  show  an  example 
by  giving  special  facilities  to  Volunteers 
serving  in  Government  Departments  to 
attend  the  proposed  camps  in  the  ensuing 
simimer. 

♦Mr.  WYNDHAM :  Special  facUities 
will  be  offered  to  Volunteers  this  summer 
to  attend  camps. 

ENNISKILLEN  BARRACKS. 

Mr.  ARCHDALE  (Fermanagh,  N.) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  whether  it  would  be  possible  for 


the  War  Office  to  reconsider  their  decision 
to  remove  headquarters  from  Enniskillen, 
taking  into  account  the  military  feeling 
pervading  the  country,  and  also  the  con- 
duct of  the  Inniskilling  Fusiliers  at  the 
front,  90  per  cent,  of  whose  men  are 
recruited  in  the  district ;  also  taking  into 
account  the  increased  accommodation 
pointed  out  to  the  War  Office,  and  the 
unanimous  resolutions  of  the  Fermanagh 
Grand  Jury  and  Enniskillen  Town 
Commissioners  on  the  subject. 

*Mr.  WYNDHAM:  The  decision  to 
remove  the  headquarters  from  Enniskillen 
has  been  made  after  a  very  careful 
consideration  of  all  circumstances  and 
must  be  maintained. 

WEST    INDIAN    AGRICULTURAL 
CONFERENCES. 

Captain  SINCLAIR:  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Secretarv  of  State  for  the  Colonies, 
whether  the  proceedings  of  the  West 
Indian  Agricultural  Conferences  will  in 
due  course  be  printed  and  issued  as  a 
Parliamentary  Paper. 

Mr.  j.  CHAMBERLAIN:  The 
Imperial  Commissioner  of  Agriculture  for 
the  West  Indies  issues  a  journal  entitled 
"  The  West  Indian  Bulletin,"  containing 
reports  of  these  conferences.  In  view  of 
the  fact  that  a  report  by  the  Commis- 
sioner dealing  generally  with  the  work  of 
his  department  in  the  West  Indies  is  in- 
tendea  to  be  presented  to  Parliament 
annually,  I  do  not  propose  to  issue  these 
reports  as  a  Parliamentary  Paper. 

CHINA— BRITISH  TRADE  ON  INLAND 

RIVERS. 

♦Mr.  JOSEPH  WALTON  (Yorkshire, 
W.R.,  Bamsley) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Ai&irs, 
whether  he  is  aware  that  British  owned 
steamers  specially  built  to  trade  under 
the  agreement  with  the  Chinese  Govern- 
ment, which  authorised  British  ships  to 
carry  British  goods  to  every  riverside 
town  and  station,  are  being  taken  off  the 
West  River  in  consequence  of  not  being 
allowed  to  load  or  discharge  cargo  at 
places  between  treaty  ports ;  and  whether 
Her  Majesty's  Government  wiW  insist  on 
the  carrying  out  of  the  agreement  as  to 
navigation  on  inland  waterways  in  its 
entirety. 

♦Mr.  BRODRICK  :  We  have  not 
heard  of    any  British    steamers   having 
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been  taken  off  the  West  River  in  the  Upper  Yan^zse  in  April  or  May  next.  I^ 
circumstances  referred  to.  The  agree-  !  is  not  the  fact  that  the  gunboats  placed 
mcnt  with  the  Chinese  Grovemment  per- ,  on  the  river  have  been  found  unsuitable, 
mitted  foreigners  to  trade  in  steamers  ;  An  attempt  is  to  be  made  next  month  by 
where  native  boats  had  been  permitted,  two  of  them  to  make  the  passage  of  the 
This  did  not  include  every  riverside  ;  rapids  between  Ichang  and  Chungking, 
town  and  station.  The  hon.  Member  and  the  experience  th^n  gained  will 
will  find  further  information  on  this  doubtless  prove  of  much  value  in  deciding 
subject  in  the  papers  which  are  shortly  on  the  best  class  of  vessels  for  the  navi- 
to  be  presented.  i  gation  of  the  river. 

PIRACY  ON  THE  WEST  RIVER.  CHINA  -  PROTECTION  OF  BRITISH 

♦Mr.  JOSEPH  WALTON:    I   beg  to  INTERESTS, 

ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  ;  ^R-  HERBERT  ROBERTS  (Denbigh- 
Foreign  Affairs  whether  pirates  have  s^ire,  W.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Sec- 
attacked  with  firearms  the  steam  cutter  retarv  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs, 
of  Her  Majesty's  ship  "  Tweed  "  on  the  !  whether  he  will  state  whether,  in  con- 
West  River,  and  whether  the  "  Tweed,"  sequence  of  representations  from  the 
only  steaming  two  knots  against  the  American  Minister  at  Pekin,  the  United 
current,  is  suitable  for  the  woS  in  which  States  Government  have  decided  to  send 
she  is  engaged ;  and,  if  not,  whether  this  !  a  war  ship  from  Manilla  to  the  nearest 
gunboat  will  be  replaced  by  one  better  port  in  China,  and  whether  representations 
adapted  to  carry  out  an  effective  patrol ;  ^^^e  also  been  addressed  to  the  British 
and  whether  the  commanders  of  Her  Minister  at  Pekin,  pointing  out  that  re- 
Majesty's  gunboats  stationed  on  the  West  bellion  and  anarchy  are  apprehended  in 
"Ri'vAr  >iovA  Tinw  ViAAn  ant.Vir^r^ao/1  fr,  fsAri> '  China  iu  conseouence  of  the  attitude  of 


River  have  now  been  authorised  to  take  I  y^^^^  ^^  consequence 
whatever  st 
press  piracy 


whatever  steps  may  be  necessary  to  re- '  ^^®  Dowager  Empress  to  the  further  ex- 
7  in  that  district.  I  tension  of  the  policy  of  the  "  open  door  "  ; 


♦Mr.  BRODRICK  :  On  the  6th  January 
the  steam  cutter  of  Her  Majesty's  ship 


and  whether  the  Grovemment  have  taken 
the  necessary  steps  to  protect  British 
interests  in  China,  in  view  of  such  an  out- 
break taking  place. 


♦Mr.  BRODRICK  :  The  answer  to  the 
first  question  is  in  the  negative.  Her 
Majesty's  Government  have  taken  and 
will  continue  to  take  all  necessary  steps 
to  protect  British  interests  in  China. 


"  Tweed  "  chased  a  Chinese  launch,  which 

had  been  seized  by  pirates,  up  one  of  the 

creeks  of  the  West  River,  and  after  an 

exchange  of  shots  succeeded  in  rescuing 

the    launch.       Two    British    vessels    of 

higher  speed  than    the   "Tweed,"    one 

being     a     torpedo    boat,     are    engaged 

in  the  West  Kiver.     The  Commanoer-in- 

Chief  on  the  China  station  is  taking  steps         ^^^'^^^*^^  DITURE^^   EXFEK 

for    the  repression    of    piracy,    and    in  ,      _       -,,^ .  __  __,    _ ^_  *  _    ,^, 

coK>pemtion     with    the    new    Viceroy,     ^  Sir  CHARLES   DILKE   (Gloucester- 

Li-Huni^Chane.  I  ^^^^^^  *  orest  of  Dean) :  I  beg  to  ask  the 

Civil  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  what  has 
♦Mr.  JOSEPH  WALTON :  I  beg  to  been  the  naval  expenditure  on  the  naval 
ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  depot  at  Wei-hai-Wei  up  to  the  present 
Foreign  Affairs  whether  he  is  aware  that  time,  as  compared  with  the  Estimates  laid 
British  owned  cargo  steamers  will  be  before  Parliamtnt,  and  excluding  expen- 
placed    on    the    Upper    Yangtsze    next ,  diture  from  Army  Votes  on  engineer  and 

garrison  services. 

THE  CIVIL  LORD  of  the  ADMI- 
RALTY (Mr.  Austen  Chabiberlain, 
Worcestershire,  E.) :  The  expenditure  on 


month,  and  whether  the  gunboatd  sent  to 

patrol  that  portion  of  the  river  are  unsuit 

able  for  the    purpose    both  as   regards 

steaming  power  and  construction,  and,  if  so, 

whether  he  will  state  to  the  House  what     .  ,    ,       :     /  ^tr  •  i    .  tir  •  r      ^i. 

steps  Her  Majesty^s  Government  propose    ^^^  "^T^L^nS^^  ""^  Wei-hai-Wei  for  the 

to  take  in  fulfilment  of  their  pl^Vto   ^^,,1^^^^^'  v!"v.^"?^    ^^""^  I"^ 

provide   for    the    protection  of    British    ^f*^'   ^^    "^^f"    "^^    '^''^n^X. 


trade. 
♦Mr.  BRODRICK  :  We  have  heard  that 


£7,000  was  spent  on  dredging,  £15,000 
on  the  purchase  of  laud,  and  the  baltoce 
on  a  nfie  range,  repairs,  and  various  small 


one  British  steamer  will  be  placed  on  the  *  miscellaneous  services.      As  regards  the 
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present  year,  I  am  unable  to  add  anything  ^  consider  the  matter  before  Committee  in 
to  the  information  which  I  gave  in  the  |  order  that  I  may,  if  necessary,  place 
•debate  on  the  Naval  Estimates  on  March  another  clause  on  the  Paper,  and  that,  of 
:2nd  last.  course,  would  require  a  preliminary  Reso- 

lution.    The  clause  as  it  stands  wiU  not 

THE  PUNJAB-LAW  OF  SUCCESSION—    ^  proceeded  with. 
PRIMOGENITURE. 

Mr.  KIMBER    (Wandsworth) :  I  beg  SOLDIERS'  ESTATES  AND  THE 

to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  India  i  DEATH  DUTIES, 

whether  he  can  now  state  whether  many  '  General  RUSSELL  (Cheltenham) :  I 
important  petitions  have  been  presented  i  ^©g  to  ask  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
to  the  Punjab  authorities  from  loyal !  chequer,  with  reference  to  his  statement 
Sirdars  of  the  Cis  Sutlej  territory  of  the  I  that  the  practice  in  the  past  had  been  to 
Punjab,  praying  for  relief  from  uncer- ,  exclude  from  the  exemption  of  estate 
tainty  and  for  recognition  by  Govern-  duty,  conferred  under  Section  8  (1), 
ment  of  the  rule  of  primogeniture  in  the  !  Finance  Act,  1894,  the  property  of  non- 
succession  to  their  respective  estates,  and  i  commissioned  officers  above  the  rank  of 
whether  there  has  been  any  delay  or  want  corporal,  if  he  will  state  whether  such 
of  uniformity  on  the  part  of  local  officials  exclusion  is  specified  by  any  distinct  law 
in  reporting  on  and  dealing  with  such  |  or  \ega\  enactment,  or  has  become  a 
petitions ;  and  whether  he  can  now  grant  \  practice  in  consequence  of  the  decision  of 
-a  Return  giving  copies  of  the  petitions  the  Treasury ;  and  whether  it  is  within 
-and  correspondence  in  respect  of  which,  the  power  of  the  Executive  to  extend  the 
•on  the  nth  May  last,  he  was  pleased  to  ^t  of  clemency,  which  they  had  exercised 
state  that  he  would  make  a  reference  to  '  ^^  the  case  of  the  property  of  the 
.the  Government  of  India.  Emperor  of   Russia,  to  the  property  of 

non-commissioned  officers  who  have  died 

The   SECRETARY   of  STATE  for  |  in    Her    Majesty^s    service    during    the 
INDIA  (Lord  G.  Hamilton,  Middlesex,  i  present  war. 
Ealing) :     I    made    a  reference    to    the ' 

Government  of  India  on  the  subject  I  Sir  M.  HICKS  BEACH :  No  record 
referred  to  in  my  hon.  friend's  question,  exists  of  the  origin  of  the  practice,  but  it 
^nd  learn  from  them  that  no  petitions  of  |  ^^  ^c"  prevailed  since  the  beginning  of 
the  nature  referred  to  in  it  have  reached  I  the  century.  Section  8  (1)  of  the 
the  Punjab  Government.  The  corre- 1  ^^'i^anc©  Act,  1894,  gave  by  its  terms  the 
/spondence  on  the  subject  does  not  appear  I  ^^rce  of  law  to  this  practice  in  respect  of 
to  be  of  such  public  importance  as  to  be  I  estate  duty.  I  do  not  think  that  the 
-suitable  for  being  laid  before  the  House,  Executive  could  properiy  take  the  course 
.and  is,  moreover,  incomplete.  I  shall, !  suggested  in  the  second  paragraph  of  the 
however,  be  glad  to  communicate  it  to  my  |  question.  There  are  grave  objections  to 
hon.  friend  if  he  desires  to  see  it.  i  initiating  remissions  of  taxation  in  a  fresh 

class    of    cases     without     the     distinct 
BUDGET   PROPOSALS-STAMPS    ON    |  authority  of  Parliament. 
BROKEHS'  BILLS. 

SIR    WILLIAM     HOULDSWORTH    ^^J^  ^^rll!^^'^^^^^^  ^"""^^l 

<Manchester,  N.W.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  ^R.  GIBSON  BOWTES  :  I  beg  to  ask 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  whether  he  '  ^^6^^^^^^^^^^,^)^®  Treasury  whether, 
proposes  to  make  any  change  in  that  part  I  ^"^^''  ^«^®  ]^\^^  Treasury  Circular,  No. 
of  the  Finance  Bill  which  referred  to  the  17341,  issued  m  December  last,  a  staff 
stamps  on  brokers'  bills.  ,  ^^^®^  ^^  ^^^  ^^^'^^  ber\ice  m  receipt  of  a 

salary  of  £400  per  annum,  who  has 
*SiR  M.  HICKS  BEACH :  As  my  hon.  ,  become  a  staff  officer  by  promotion  from 
friend  is  aware,  I  have  received  several  \  the  Second  Division,  would,  on  promotion 
deputations  on  this  subject,  and  they  un- 1  to  a  clerkship  in  the  First  Division,  carry - 
doubtedly  have  brought  before  me  matters  !  ing  a  scale  of  £200  to  £500  per  annum, 
with  which  I  was  not  previously  ac-  either  (1)  be  put  on  the  minimum  of  the 
quainted.  I  do  not  think  it  would  be  scale  of  his  new  post,  namely,  £200,  or,  if 
right,  in  view  of  the  considerations  which  he  preferred,  (2)  on  the  salary  which  he 
liave  been  laid  l)efore  me,  to  press  the  would  have  reached  if  he  had  remained  in 
-clause  in  its  present  form.     I  shall  further    the  Second  Division,  which  salary  might 


1185 


Questions, 


{19  March  1900} 


Questions, 


118S 


be  considerably  less,  but  could  not  be 
greater  than  £350  per  annum ;  whether 
the  Order  of  Her  Majesty  in  Council, 
dated  15th  August,  1890,  which  applies 
to  all  permanent  officers  in  the  Civil 
Service  on  scales  of  salary  in  excess  of  the 
Second  Dinsion,  and  therefore  includes 
within  its  scope  the  staff  officer  in  ques- 
tion, provides  that  no  person  promoted  to 
a  higher  post  shall  m  any  case  suffer 
immediote  pecuniary  loss  by  such  promo- 
tion ;  and  whether,  in  the  circumstances, 
the  Rule  referred  to  is  competent ;  and, 
if  so,  from  what  statutory  or  other 
authority  the  power  of  the  Treasury  to 
make  a  Rule  superseding  provision  in  an 
Order  of  Her  Majesty  in  Council  is 
derived. 

The  secretary  to  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  Hanbury,  Preston):  The 
statements  in  the  first  paragraph  are  cor- 
rect. Appointments  to  staff  posts  are  the 
prizes  of  the  Second  Division,  and  are  not 
intended  to  form  stepping  stones  to  the 
First  Division.  The  salaries  of  such  posts 
are  therefore  fixed  on  an  exceptionally 
liberal  scale.  It  would  be  obviously  im- 
proper to  allow  the  holder  of  such  a  post  \ 
to  be  advanced  to  the  First  Division  with  , 
a  commencing  salary  higher  than  that  of  | 
his  colleague  of  equal  service  who  had 
entered  the  Division  after  an  open  compe- 
tition of  a  much  higher  class.  Clause  4 
of  the  Order  in  Council  of  15th  August, 
1890,  to  which  the  hon.  Member  refers, 
increases  the  official  attendance  through- 
out the  service  from  six  to  seven  hours, 
and  provides  that  any  person  then  serving, 
who  might  thereafter  be  promoted,  should 
give  seven  hours  attendance  without  addi- 
tion to  the  rate  of  salary  attached  to  the 
office.  As,  however,  such  person  might 
at  the  date  of  the  promotion  be  in  actual 
receipt  of  a  personal  allowance  for  a  seven 
hours  attenaance,  the  proviso  was  intro- 
duced to  ensure  him  against  actual  loss  by 
the  cessation  of  his  allowance,  if  the  salary 
of  his  new  post  was  less  than  his  previous 
salary  and  allowance  combined.  Beyond 
this  the  proviso  has  no  general  application. 
The  Rule  II.  of  the  Treasury  Circular  of 
December  last  does  not  therefore  conflict 
with  the  provisions  of  any  Order  in 
Coimcil. 

POST  OFFICE— SICK  LEAVE 
REGULATIONS. 

Sir  WALTER  FOSTER  (Derbyshire, 
Hkeston) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to 


the  Treasury,  as  representing  the  Post-^ 
master  General,  whether  it  is  the  practice- 
to  count  the  absence  of  P6st  Office 
officials,  when  due  to  an  outbreak  of 
infectious  disease  in  their  homes,  as  sick 
leave;  whether  this  course  will  have  a 
prejudicial  effect  upon  the  official  career 
of  an  officer  in  the  way  of  retarding  pro- 
motion or  causing  superannuation  owing: 
to  such  absences  ;  and  whether,  in  view 
of  the  importance  of  preventing  the- 
spread  of  infectious  diseases,  and  the 
tendency  of  the  new  regulations  to  deter 
an  officer  from  informing  the  Department 
of  an  outbreak,  the  Postmaster  General 
will  consider  the  advisability  of  with- 
drawing the  new  regulation. 

Mr.  hanbury  :  Compulsory  absence^ 
owing  to  the  presence  of  infectious^ 
disease  at  home  carries  full  pay  for  a 
limited  period,  as  sick  leave  does.  Such 
absence  does  not  affect  an  officer's  pros- 
pects of  promotion  or  his  superannuation.. 
These  regulations  are  so  favourable  as  to» 
offer  no  inducement  to  officers  to  mislead 
the  Department.  Should  the  absence 
exceed  six  months  the  Treasury  would  be- 
prepared  to  consider  an  application  for  a 
reasonable  lodging  allowance. 

AUTOMATIC  RAILWAY  COUPLINGS. 

Sir  FORTESCUE  FLANNERY  (York- 
shire, Shipley)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  President 
of  the  Board  of  Trade  whether  he  is  aware^ 
that  the  automatic  railway  couplings  of  an 
inventor,  whose  models  were  in  the  House^ 
of  Commons  last  session,  have  been 
worked  on  railway  wagons  with  success,, 
substituting  automatic  coupling  for 
manual  coupling  on  the  spot;  and 
whether  any  arrangement  can  be  made 
to  enable  Members  of  this  House  to 
inspect  them  on  railway  wagons  during 
this  session,  so  that  thev  may  see  for 
themselves  how  automatic  coupb'ng  can< 
be  adopted  on  railways  throughout  the 
United  Kingdom  without  interference 
with  trade  or  the  necessary  operations  of 
any  railway  company,  and  give  complete- 
safety  to  railway  servants. 

Sir  WALTER  FOSTER:  H  any 
arrangement  such  as  is  suggested  in  the 
question  is  made,  will  care  be  taken  not  to^ 
give  preferential  treatment  to  any  one 
mventor,  and  to  give  Members  of  the 
House  an  opportimity  of  seeing  all  the 
best  inventions  ? 
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Mr.  bill  (Staffoi-dshire,  Leek) :  May 
I  ask  j^hether  the  Royal  Commissioners 
were  not  aware  of  the  invention  refeiTed 
to,  and  reported  that  no  invention  had 
been  submitted  which  they  could 
recommend  ? 

The  president  of  the  BOARD  of 
TRADE  (Mr.  Ritchie,  Croydon) :  I  am 
afraid  I  could  not  make  any  arrangement 
such  as  that  suggested  until  Parliament 
has  considered  the  legislative  proposals 
which  the  Government  are  putting  before 
them.  If  Parliament  approves  of  these 
proposals  I  have  no  doubt  it  can  be 
arranged  that  hon.  Members  shall  see  the 
various  inventions.  Of  course  the  rail- 
way companies  could  of  their  own  free 
will  give  the  facilities  which  the  hon. 
Member  suggests  in  the  case  of  one 
inventor,  but  they  would  have  to  consider 
the  claims  of  other  inventors.  With  re- 
gard to  the  other  question,  I  have  no 
doubt  that  the  Royal  Commission  had 
this  particular  question  before  them,  and 
they  did  make  a  report,  as  has  been 
suggested.  I  do  not  think  the  Royal 
Commission  wished  it  to  be  inferred  that 
they  had  exhaustively  considered  any  of 
the  inventions  put  forward. 

Mr.  field  (Dublin,  St.  Patrick's) :  Is 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  aware  that 
automatic  couplings  are  in  general  use  in 
America  and  other  countries  1 


Mr.     RITCHIE:     Oh,    yes,     I 
thoroughly  well  aware  of  that  fact. 


am 


SOUTH    KENSINGTON    MUSEUM— 
BUCKLAND  COLLECTION. 

Sir  mark  STEWART  (Kirkcud- 
brightshire) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of 
the  Board  of  Trade  whether  any  decision 
has  been  arrived  at  to  remove  the  Buck- 
land  Collection  from  the  South  Kensington 
Museum,  having  in  view  the  desirability 
of  utilising  it  for  giving  national  in- 
struction in  fisheries  and  pisciculture. 

Mr.  RITCHIE :  No,  Sir. 

Sir  mark  STEWART  :  Is  there  any 
intention  to  remove  it  ] 

Mr.  RITCHIE:  That  is  rather  a 
matter  for  the  Lord  President  of  the 
Council. 

FRIERN    BARNET    WATER    SUPPLY. 

Major  BOWLES  (Middlesex,  Enfield) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of  the  Local 


Government  Board  when  an  answer  will 
be  sent  to  the  district  council  of  Friem 
Barnet  as  to  the  result  of  the  inquiry  as 
to  the  supply  of  water  to  the  district. 

The  secretary  to  the  LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Mr.  T.  W. 
Russell,  Tyrone,  S.) :  The  Friern  Bamet 
Urban  District  Council  have  applied  to 
the  Local  Government  Board  to  give 
notice  to  the  Bamet  Valley  Water  Com- 
pany to  discontinue  their  neglect  in  pro- 
viding a  constant  supply  of  water  to  a 
portion  of  the  district.  The  company 
contend  that  they  are  not  in  default,  on 
the  ground  that  one  fifth  of  the  houses  in 
the  portion  of  the  district  in  question  are 
not  furnished  with  the  prescribed  fittings. 
The  Board  are  now  awaiting  a  reply  to  a 
communication  which  they  addressed  to 
the  company  on  the  24th  February  last, 
and  on  receiving  the  reply  they  will 
communicate  further  with  the  District 
Council  on  the  matter. 


EPILEPTIC  CHILDREN— CERTIFI- 
CATED SCHOOLS. 

Sir  WALTER  FOSTER :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Vice-President  of  the  Committee  of 
Council  on  Education,  whether  he  is 
aware  that  inconvenience  is  arising  from 
the  delay  in  publishing  a  list  of  schools 
certified  under  the  Elementary  Education 
(Defective  and  Epileptic  Children)  Act, 
1899,  and  that  children  are  in  some  in- 
stances being  kept  in  unsuitable  homes  in 
receipt  of  outdoor  relief  from  the  guar- 
dians, as  the  district  councils  cannot 
obtain  the  names  of  schools  to  which  they 
can  be  sent;  and  whether,  under  the 
circumstances,  the  schools  at  Chalfont  St. 
Peter  could  be  provisionally  certified. 

The  VICE-PRESIDENT  of  the 
COMMITTEE  of  COUNCIL  on  EDU- 
CATION (Sir  J.  GORST,  Cambridge 
University) :  No  schools  can  be  certified 
under  the  Act  until  the  Minute  laid  upon 
the  Table  on  February  28th  has  become 
valid  on  March  28th. 


MATHRY  BURIAL  GROUND. 

Mr.  PHILIPPS  (Pembrokeshire)  :  I  b^ 
to  ask  the  hon.  Member  for  the  Hallam 
Division  of  Sheflield,  as  representing  the 
Ecclesiastical  Commissioners,  whether  the 
Ecclesiastical  Commissioners  in  the  year 
1882  made  over  a  portion  of  ground  to 
the  Mathry  Parish  Council,  to  be  used  by 
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them  as  a  burial  ground :   and  whether  NATIONAL    COAL     SUPPLY  -  WELSH 

the    Ecclesiastical    Commissioners    have  fN^J^fi^^^^'^^     COAL  -  SUGGESTED 

since  then  vested  this  same  piece  of  land  T.TT««r.T  t     t  ,              ,    , 

in  the  incumbent  of  Mathry,  although  the  General  RUSSELL  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 

Parish  Council  had  spent  £60  in  enclosing  *>'^t  Lord  of  the  Treasury,  whether,  in 

it ;  if  so,  will   he   state   whether  he  pro-  ^^w  of  the  importance  to  this  country  of 

poses  any  action  in  this  matter.  the^e  being  a  supply  of  smokeless  coal 

always  available  for  the  use  of  the  Aavy, 

♦Mr.  STUART  WORTLEY  (Sheffield,  '•»«  .Government  can  see  their  way  to 
Hallam):  In  the  year  1881  the  ,  ^"«'".f  *" /"^"''"y  *° /*«  '  '^"*««1> '^ 
Ecclesitistical  Commissioners  on  the  '  J^'T^'^^ '^^^^^^  ^»*« '^^t  ?r'"*  ^^" 
application  of  the  vicar  offered  to  sell  for  ^«"'  ^f  ^^^^[^  ^""TTxv  ^  ^  ^Ti!."* 
/50  to  the  parish  certain  land  as  a  site    ^,^«  «^  consumption  of  the  Welsh  antbra- 

for  an  additional  burial  ground.     The  .  "^"^  ^^'"ffF^^'^.^u  ^ '^^''wP'"^T* 
parish  authorities,  however,  did  not  pay  '  ""due  depletion  of  the  same  before  it  is 

iver  to  the  Commissionere  the  consid^  ,  ^  '^^^  ^  ^^«^  """"^  "  "**»*^"**  '"'«- 

tion  money,  or  take  any  steps  to  complete  ! 

the  purchase.     The  existence  of  a  burial        Mr.  A.   J.  BALFOUR  :  I  understand 

board  was  not  at  that  time  referred  to  in  |  that  a  fresh  survey  of  the  Welsh  coal 

the  correspondence  with  the  Ecclesiastical  I  measures  is  now  being  carried  on  by  the 

Commissioners.       In     view     of    doubts  I  Geological  Survey  of  Great  Britain.     If 

whether  any  burial  board  had  ever  been    the  hon.  Member  asks  for  my  own  private 

duly   constituted,   and  of  the  fact  that    opinion,  it  is  that  long  before  the  coal- 

{unknown   to  the  Commissioners)  inter-    field  approaches  exhaustion  we  shall  have 

ments    had    actually    taken    place,    the    learnt  enough  about  the  combustion  of 

Ecclesiastical  Commissioners  decided  in    coal   to  prevent  our  fleets  from    being 

1896   to  make  a  free  gift  of  the  land,    necessarily  dependent  upon  it. 

which  was  conveyed  under  the  provisions 

of  the   Church   Building  Acts,   and   by    ^.,, „^.,,^     ^,>„,r«..,«,^.,    ^ 

virtue  of  the  8  and  9  Vi!t.,  c.  70,  sec.  13,    RAILWAYS   ^P^Rf  VENTION    OF   ACCI- 

the  freehold  upon  consecration  vests  in        . ,      tz-^ttxt  t-.t  t  tci  /-^t      •     i 
the  incumbent  of  Mathry  for  the  time        Mr.  JOHN  ELLIS  (Nottinghamshire^ 
being.     The  Ecclesiastical  Commissioners    Rushcliflfe) :  I  bee  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of 
do  not  propose  to  take  any  further  steps    ^^  Treasury  whether,  inasmuch  ^  the 
in  the  matter.  Official   Returns  show  that  m  1898  522 

railway  servants  were  killed  and  1 2,826 
were  injured  in  the  performance  of  their 

RATES   ON  HOSPITALS.  duty  that  the  recent  Royal  Commission 

on  Accidents  to  Kailway  Servants  has 
Sir  CAMERON  GULL  (Devonshire,  declared  that  lives  that  could  be  saved 
Barnstaple) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  ,  are  lost,  and  men  are  injured  unneces- 
of  the  Treasury,  whether,  having  regard  sarily,  and  has  unanimously  made  recom- 
to  the  representations  made  to  Her  mendations  with  a  view  to  remedy  this 
Majesty^s  Government  through  the  Presi-  state  of  things,  he  can  now  state  when 
dent  of  the  Local  Government  Board,  he  ,  the  Bill  whicn  has  been  introduced  by 
can  state  if  the  Government  will  this  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  to 
session  undertake  legislation  relieving  give  effect  to  these  recommendations  will 
hospitals    in    Great    Britain    from  local    be  effectually  proceeded  with. 

^^^'  I      Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  am  afraid  I 

The  FIRST  LORD  of  the  TREA-  !  H  ^""^  .^  ^^^^^  '\  T^"^  ^  ^^^ 
SURY  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Manchester,  £^.  '"  ^^"^  P^^^^^  «^^  ^^  P"^^^ 
K) :  I  have  already,  as  the  hon.   Member  \        ^     * 

is  no  doubt  aware,  expressed  sympathy  I  Mr.  MADDISON  (Sheffield,  Bright- 
with  the  object  which  my  hon.  friend  has  side)  asked  whether  the  right  hon. 
in  view.  The  question  is  surrounded  Grentleman  could  give  an  assurance  that 
with  considerable  difficulty ;  and  the  best  I  the  Bill  would  be  taken  at  all  this 
plan,  I  think,  would  be  to  have  a  Com-  session, 
mittee  of  the  House  to  deal  with  the  i 
subject.  I      [No  answer  was  returned.] 


1191 


Questions. 


{COMMONS} 


Qttf.iimis, 


1192 


Sir  FORTESCUE  FLANNERY  :  Is  work.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  may 
there  any  doubt  in  the  right  hon.  Gentle-  rely  upon  me  to  see  that  it  shall  be  taken 
man's  mind  that  the  Bill  will  be  taken  |  in  hand  as  early  in  the  autumn  as 
this  session  1  possible. 


Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  It  has  been 
taken. 

Sir  FORTESCUE  FLANNERY:  I 
mean  the  Second  Reading. 

[No  answer  was  given.] 

SCOTTISH     FISHERY      HARBOURS- 
OLD  SLAIN ES,  ABERDEENSHIRE. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  (Aberdeenshire,  E.): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Lord  Advocate  whether 
the  attention  of  the  Government  has  been 
directed  to  the  migration  during  last 
week  of  the  whole  of  the  inhabitants  of 
the  fishing  village  of  Old  Slaines,  in 
Aberdeenshire,  to  the  neighbourhood  of 
Aberdeen,  owing  to  the  failure  of  the 
fishing  caused  by  excessive  trawling  and 
want  of  harbour  accommodation ;  and 
whether  they  are  prepared  to  take  any 
steps  to  prevent  further  depletion  of  the 
country  population  and  the  loss  caused  to 
these  people  by  the  abandonment  of 
their  homes. 

♦The  lord  ADVOCATE  (Mr.  A. 
Graham  Murray,  Buteshire) :  I  regret 
to  learn  from  the  hon.  Member  of  the 
wholesale  migration  referred  to,  from 
whatever  cause  arising ;  but  I  think  there 
may  be  causes  at  work  other  than  those 
mentioned  in  the  question.  It  is  not 
practicable  to  intervene  in  a  special  case, 
but  the  Grovemment  has  always  kept  in 
view  the  general  interests  of  line  fisher- 
men. 

ABERDEEN    POST    OFFICE. 

Mr,  BRYCE  (Aberdeen,  S.) ;  I  beg  to 
ask  the  First  Commissioner  of  Works 
when  it  is  intended  to  begin  the  building 
of  the  new  post  office  at  Aberdeen;  a  por- 
tion of  the  sum  to  be  expended  in  the 
erection  of  which,  although  a  small  sum, 
appears  in  the  Estimates  for  the  coming 
financial  year. 

The  first  COMMISSIONER  of 
WORKS  (Mr.  Akers-Douglas,  Kent, 
St.  Augustine's)  :  I  am  afraid  it  \vi\\  not 
be  possible  to  begin  the  erection  of  the 
Aberdeen  post  office  building  until  late  in 
the  year.  To  my  regret,  I  find  myself 
unable  to  provide  in  the  Estimates  more 
than  would  enable  me  to  commence  the 


ARMAGH  POSTAL  SERVICE. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Louth,  N.) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  as 
representing  the  Postmaster  General, 
whether  the  Tweedmouth  Committee 
recommended  the  abolition  of  classifica- 
tion in  the  postal  telegraph  service,  what 
is  the  maximum  of  the  scale  attached  to 
the  class  of  clerks  at  Armagh,  how  many 
men  at  Armagh  belong  to  the  clerkship 
class,  their  length  of  service  and  present 
salary,  what  is  the  number  of  sorting 
clerks  and  telegraphists  at  Armagh,  the 
maximum  of  the  scale  for  men  of  this 
class,  hoY^  many  men  have  obtained  the 
maximum,  how  long  have  they  been  in 
that  position,  what  is  their  length  of 
sendee,  and  what  is  their  future  prospect. 

Mr.  HANBURY  :  Lord  Tweedmouth's 
Committee  recommended  the  amalgama- 
tion into  one  of  the  first  and  second 
classes  of  telegraphists,  and  this  recom- 
mendation was  duly  carried  out.  It  did 
not  affect  the  Armagh  office  at  which 
there  was  no  first  class.  There  is  only 
one  officer  of  the  rank  of  clerk  at 
Armagh.  He  performs  supervising  duties 
and  the  maximum  of  his  scale  is  J^170  a 
year  which  he  attained  in  October,  1898, 
after  a  service  of  seventeen  years.  There 
are  nine  sorting  clerks  and  telegraphists. 
The  maximum  of  their  scale  is  40a  a  week, 
which  has  been  reached  by  two  men  only 
(in  1897).  The  service  of  one  dates  from 
December,  1882,  and  of  the  other  from 
May,  1873,  but  the  latter  was  transferred 
to  Armagh  from  another  office  in  1 892. 
Their  future  prospect,  so  far  as  the 
Armagh  office  is  concerned,  depends  upon 
their  qualifications  for  promotion  and  on 
the  occiurence  of  vacancies  in  superior 
positions,  but,  of  course,  it  is  always  open 
to  these  officers  to  apply  for  transfer  to 
more  important  offices  possessing  higher 
scales.  The  maximum  of  the  scale  for 
sorting  clerks  and  telegraphists  at  Armagh 
was  raised  from  38s.  to  40s.  a  week  in 
accordance  ^dth  the  recommendations  of 
the  Tweedmouth  Committee. 

ARMS    REGULATIONS    IN    IRELAND— 
CASE  OF  THOMAS  BRADY. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY :   I  beg  to  ask  Mr. 
Attorney  General  for  Ireland  whether  ha 
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is  aware  that  Thomas  Brady,  Ballinaglera,  '  Mr.  ATKINSON  (for  Mr.  G.  W. 
County  Lei  trim,  was  convicted  on  5  th  Balfour)  :  I  have  referred  this  question 
July,  1898,  for  firing  at  the  person  and  to  the  Vice-Provost  of  Trinity  College, 
placed  under  a  rule  of  bail,  was  again  Dublin,  who  has  informed  me  that  the 
convicted  on  12th  July,  1899,  for  threaten- '  Irish  Society,  to  which  allusion  is  made, 
ing  and  placed  again  under  a  rule  of  was  established  in  1818  for  providing  the 
bail,  and  on  26th  December,  1899,  was  a  Scriptural  education  and  religious  instruc- 
third  time  convicted  for  assaulting  the  tion  of  the  Irish  speaking  population 
police  ;  did  the  Government  on  any  occa-  j  chiefly  through  the  medium  of  their  own 
sion  estreat  his  recognisances;  and  do  |  language.  In  or  about  1843  this  society 
they  still  license  the  convict  to  carry  '  raised  by  subscription  a  fund  for  founding 
firearms.  '  and  endowing  a  professorship  of  Irish  in 

,  Trinity  College.    The  amount  subscribed, 
which     was    invested     in    Government 


*The  attorney  general  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Atkinson,  London- 
derry, N.) :  On  the  21st  February  and 
15th  June,  1899,*  my  right  hon.  friend 
the  Chief  Secretary  replied  very  fully  to 


securities,  produced  only  £70  a  year. 
The  Board  of  Trinity  College  imdertook 
to  increase  the  endowment  to  XI 00  a 
year,  it  being  made  a  condition  that  the 


questions  addressed  to  him  by  the  hon     professor  should  ]ye  subject  to  the  juris- 


Gentleman  in  reference  to  the  case  of 
this  man,  Thomas  Brady,  and  his  con- 
\4ction  in  July,  1898.  In  July,  1899,  he 
was  ordered  to  find  bail  to  be  of  good 
behaviour  for  using  threatening  language, 
and  in  December  he  was  fined  for  drunken- 
ness and  for  assaulting  a  constable.  The 
answer  to  the  second  and  third  paragraphs 


diction  of  the  Board  in  the  same  manner 
as  all  other  professors,  and  the  power  of 
appointment  to  the  professorship  was 
vested  in  trustees  who  are  independent 
of  the  society.  The  Yice-Provost  states 
there  is  no  foundation  for  the  assertion 
that  the  professor  "  instead  of  examining 
in  Irish  literature  sets  students  the  doc- 


is  in  the  negative.  Brady^s  licence  to  ^^inal  parts  of  the  Protestant  version  of 
cairy  firearms  was  revoked  in  January,  |  ^^.e  Scriptures,"  as  a  reference  to  the 
^       •  examination  papers,  which  are  published 


Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  Is  it  not  a 
breach  of  good  behaviour  to  assault 
the  police  ? 

*xMr,  ATKINSON  :  Yes,  Sir. 

TRINITY    COLLEGE,    DUBLIN- 
RELIGIOUS  TESTS. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY :  I  beg  to  Mk  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  whether  he  is  aware  that, 
although  an  Act  was  passed  abolishing 
religious  tests  in  Trinity  College,  Dublin, 
in  the  examinations  for  sizarship,  for 
which  it  is  alleged  Roman  Catholics  may 
enter,  the  Irish  professor,  who  is  a  member 
of  and  in  receipt  of  income  as  professor 
from  a  society  founded  to  induce  Roman 
Catholics  to  change  their  religion,  instead 
of  examining  in  Irish  literature,  sets 
students  the  doctrinal  parts  of  the  Pro- 
testant version  of  the  Scriptures;  and 
will  the  Government  consider  whether 
any  steps  should  be  taken  to  prevent  such 
practices  which  may  constitute  an  evasion 
of  the  statute. 


*  See  The  Parliamentary  Debates  [Fourth 
Series],  21st  Feb.,  1899,  Vol.  Ixvii.,  page  51  ; 
15th  June,  1899,  Vol.  Ixxii.,  page  1189.         „^ 

VOL.  LXXX.      [Fourth  Series.]  . . 


each  year,  will  show.  The  copy  of  the 
Scriptures  used  is  the  same,  I  understand, 
as  that  used  at  examinations  of  the  Royal 
University  by  the  Rev.  E.  Hogan,  S.J., 
and  passages  set  for  translation  are  very 
often  taken  from  the  works  of  the  Rev. 
G.  Keating,  another  Roman  Catholic 
Divine. 

LAND    SALES-SKERITT    ESTATE,  CO 

CLARE. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND  (Clare, 
E.) :  I  beg  to.  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  what  is 
the  cause  of  the  delay  in  the  sale  of  the 
Skeritt  estate  in  county  Clare  to  the 
tenants. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  (for  Mr.  G.  W. 
Balfour)  :  The  request  of  the  Land 
Judge  for  an  inspection  and  valuation  of 
this  estate  under  the  40th  Section  of  the 
Land  Act,  1896,  was  received  by  the 
Land  Commissioners  in  December  last. 
The  inspector  to  whom  the  matter  has 
been  referred  will  shortly  visit  the  estate, 

PORTAFERRY— ALLEGED    NIGHT 
POLICE  VISIT. 

Mr.   MACALEESE  (xMonaghan,  N.)  : 
I  beg  to  ask  Mr.  Attorney  General  for 
2  Z 
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Ireland  whether  he  will  state  by  whose 
orders,  on  the  night  of  the  5th  instant, 
when  darkness  had   set    in,   a    body   of 
poKce  was  drafted  into  the  town  of  Porta- 
ferry,  across  Strangford  Lough,  and,  after  ! 
patrolling  the   village    for    some  hours,  , 
retired  as  they   came  ;   and  upon  what 
information  this  movement  was  ordered,  | 
and   had   it  any  relation  to  the  attacks  ! 
recently  committed  on  the  Presbyterian  | 
National  School  in  Partaferry. 

Mr.  ATKINSON :  The  hon.  Member 
seems  to  have  been  entirely  misinformed. 
The  incident  referred  to  is  imaginary. 
No  police  were  brought  across  Strangford 
Lough,  as  alleged. 

PORTADOWN  DISTUKBANCES. 
Mr.  M ACALEESE  :  I  beg  to  ask  Mr. 
Attorney  General  for  Irelana  whether,  at 
the  Portadown  Petty  Sessions  on  Monday 
last,  a  number  of  persons  were  charged 
with  throwing  stones  at  the  police  and 
with  breaking  windows  in  the  houses  of 
several  inhabitants  of  the  town;  and 
were  the  accused  indentiiied  by  police 
witnesses  as  being  in  the  mobs  by  whom 
the  damage  was  done ;  if  so,  what  punish- 
ment did  they  receive. 

Mr.  ATKINSON :  Bv  the  evidence 
produced  before  the  magistrates  it  was 
proved  that  the  several  persons  charged 
were  in  the  crowd  from  which  the  stones 
were  thrown,  but  it  was  not  established 
that  any  of  them  participated  in  the 
stone-throwing.  On  these  grounds  the 
magistrates,  while  most  severely  con- 
demning the  disturbances  which  took 
place,  felt  themselves  unable  to  conWct 
any  of  the  accused.  No  punishment  was, 
therefore,  inflicted. 

HOMAN     CATHOLIC     DISABILITIE '.— 
JUDGE    O'BRIEN'S    WILL. 

Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN  (Kilkenny) : 
1  beg  to  ask  Mr.  Attorney  General  for 
Ireland  whether  he  is  aware  that  the  late 
Judge  William  O'Brien  willed  his  library 
^  the  Jesuit  Fathers  in  Dublin,  and  that 
the  bequest  was  not  carried  into  efiect  be- 
«cause  of  the  legal  disabilities  affecting 
Roman  Catholics  still  on  the  statute  book ; 
And  whether  he  proposes  to  take  any 
step  for  the  removal  of  these  disabilities. 

Mr.  ATKINSON:  I  am  not  aware 
that  any  case  dealing  with  the  construc- 
tion of  the  late  judge's  will  has  come  be- 
fore  any   court  of  justice.     It  is  quite 


competent  for  testators  by  adopting  well- 
known  forms  of  beciuest  to  secure  to 
members  of  these  bodies  the  practical  en- 
joyment of  property.  Whether  the  late 
learned  judge  adopted  one  of  these  forms 
or  not  I  do  not  know.  The  reply  to  the 
last  paragraph  is  in  the  negative. 

IRISH    PRISON    OFFICIALS— CASE   OF 
WARDER   FLYNN. 

Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN :  I  l)eg  to 
ask  Mr.  Attorney  General  for  Ireland,  as 
representing  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  whether  his 
attention  has  been  drawn  to  the  case  of 
a  prison  warder  named  Edward  Flynn, 
who,  after  nearly  thirteen  years  in  the 
service  of  the  Prisons  Board  and  seven 
years  in  the  Army,  having  served  through 
the  Afghanistan  War  under  Lord  Robeits, 
was  dismissed  from  W^aterford  Prison  for 
alleged  insubordination,  and  will  he  ex- 
plain why  his  request  for  a  sworn  inquiry 
to  be  held  was  refused ;  will  he  explain 
why,  when  charges  involving  dismissal 
are  made  against  prison  warders,  \ht 
person  charged  is  not  allowed,  as  in  the 
case  of  the  Royal  Irish  Constabulary,  to 
have  the  assistance  of  a  solicitor  at  the 
inquiry ;  also,  why  Flynn's  request  to  be 
allowed  to  have  legal  assistance  at  the 
inquiry  held  concerning  his  case  by  In- 
spector Harol  was  denied ;  and  whether, 
in  consideration  of  the  distinguished 
services  and  good  character  of  Flynn,  he 
will  order  a  sworn  inquiry  into  this  case, 
and  allow  Flynn  to  have  the  help  of  his 
solicitor. 

Mr.  ATKINSON:  Edward  Flvnn 
served  as  prison  warder  for  a  period  of 
twelve  and  a  half  years.  He  was  dis- 
missed from  the  service  in  February  of 
last  year  for  insubordination,  persistent 
disobedience  of  orders,  breach  of  prison 
rules,  and  conduct  contrary  to  good 
order  and  discipline.  Prior  to  his  ap- 
pointment as  warder  he  had  been  in  the 
Army,  but  I  have  no  information  as  to 
whether  he  did,  or  did  not,  serve  through 
the  Afghanistan  War  under  Lord  Roberts. 
His  character  as  a  warder  was  not  good. 
Flynn  did  not  ask  for  a  sworn  inquiry 
into  the  charges  on  which  he  was  dis* 
missed.  These  charges  he  admitted. 
His  request  for  an  inquiry  was  made 
partly  in  respect  of  a  very  trivial  charge 
which  did  not  involve  dismissal,  and 
partly  with  the  object  of  preferring 
charges    against    the    governor    of   the 
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prison,  which  he  refused  to  specify 
beforehand  in  writing  in  the  ordinary 
way.  When  sworn  inquiries  are  held 
into  charges  against  prison  warders  the 
persons  charged  are  generally  allowed  to 
have  the  assistance  oi  a  solicitor.  In  the 
present  case,  as  I  have  stated,  no  such 
inquiry  was  held.  Having  admitted  the 
charges  on  which  he  was  aismissed  it  was 
not  necessary  to  hold  an  inquiry  to  investi- 
gate their  truth,  nor  is  it  intended  now 
to  reconsider  the  case. 

MULLINGAR  DISTRICT  LUNATIC 
ASYLUM. 

Mr.  HAYDEN  (Roscommon,  8.):  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  his 
attention  has  been  called  to  the  fact  that 
Dr.  Courtenay,  one  of  the  Irish  Inspectors 
of  Lunacy,  recently  held  an  inquiry  in 
the  Mullingar  District  Lunatic  Asylum 
touching  the  death,  through  alleged  ill- 
treatment  or  negligence  on  the  part  of 
some  of  the  attendants,  of  a  patient 
named  Reilly  in  that  institution;  and 
that  the  inspector  declined  to  admit  any 
representative  of  the  press  to  the  said 
inquiry  ;  will  he  explain  why  no  answer 
has  been  given  to  a  resolution  passed  by 
the  committee  of  management  expressing 
regret  at  this  exclusion,  and  requesting 
an  explanation  from  the  inspectors ;  and 
whether  he  will  give  instructions  to  the 
inspectors  to  have  all  such  similar  in- 
quiries in  future  open  to  the  press,  so 
that  the  pul^lic,  the  friends  of  patients, 
the  ratepayers  who  are  taxed  for  the 
maintenance  of  the  institution,  and  the 
electors  who  control  the  committee,  should 
have  an  opportunity  of  getting  indepen- 
•dent  information  as  to  the  proceedings 
which,  though  relating  to  matters  of  dis- 
cipline, affect  the  lives  of  people  unable 
to  look  after  themselves. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  (for  Mr.  G.  W. 
Balfour)  :  The  facts  are  correctly  stated 
in  the  first  paragraph.  A  resolution  was 
received  by  the  inspectors  expressing  the 
regret  of  the  committee  of  management 
that  the  press  had  been  excluded  from 
the  inquiry,  but  no  request  for  an  ex- 
planation has  been  received  by  the 
inspectors.  With  regard  to  the  third 
paragraph,  the  inspector,  influenced  by  a 
regard  for  the  fei:  lings  and  interests  of 
the  insane  and  their  friends,  in  the  exer- 
cise of  the  discretion  vested  in  him  by 
Statute,   excluded    the  press    from   the 


inquiry  held  in  the  present  instance.  The 
evidence  taken  at  such  inquiries  is  always 
forwarded  by  the  inspectors,  together 
with  their  own  report  thereon  to  the 
committee  of  management,  and  if  the 
committee,  regardless  of  the  pain  which 
'  the  publication  of  the  names,  delusions 
I  and  other  weaknesses  of  the  patients 
must,  in  many  cases,  inflict  upon  their 
friends  and  relatives,  take  upon  them- 
selves the  responsibility  of  publishing  the 
I  eWdence,  they  are  of  course  at  liberty  to 
do  so.  It  has  always  been  the  pia?tice 
to  exclude  the  press  from  such  inquiries 
in  Ireland,  and,  so  far  as  I  am  aware, 
a  similar  me  •^  hod  is  followed  in  England 
also. 

IRISH   MARKET   TOLLS. 

Mr.  PATRICK  QUERIES:  I  beg  to 
ask  Mr.  Attorney  General  for  Ireland 
whether  powers  are  given  in  the  Local 

1  Government  (Ireland)  Act  to  niral  district 
councils  to  purchase  or  lease  the  rights  of 
collecting  tolls  for  markets  and  fairs*  held 

:  by  certain  landlords,  and  to  change  the 
dates  for  existing  fairs  and  markets,  and 

!  to  establish  new  ones  ;  and  whether  the 
powers  go  to  the  extent  of  compelling  a 
landlord  to  sell. 

xMa.  ATKINSON :  The  reply  to  both 
I  paragraphs   of    the   question    i9    \^    th^ 
negative. 

MUZZLING   ORDER   IN   COUNTY 

DUBLIN. 

Mr.  field  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Board  of  Agriculture  whether 
he  intends  to  rescind  the  Dog  Muzzling 
Order  inj  the  county  Dublin. 

The  PRESIDENT  of  the  DEPART- 
MENT  OF  AGRICULTURE  for  IRE- 
LAND (Mr.  Plunkett,  Dublin  County, 
S.) :  This  matter  is  now  under  considera- 
tion, and  I  hope  it  may  be  found  possible 
to  withdraw  the  muzzling  order  from  the 
county  Dublin  in  the  near  future. 

IRISH  FINANCIAL  RELATIONS- 
GOVERNMKNT  STORES— COMPARA- 
TIVE  OUTLAY  IN  THE  THREE 
KINGDOMS. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  if 
he  will  sanction  a  Return  showing  the 
comparative  outlay  in  England,  Scotland, 
and  Ireland  respectively  on  foot  of 
Government  st  ores  and  supplies  purchased 
since  the  beginning  of  the  current  finan- 
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cial  year,  1st  April,  1899,  to  present  time, 
in  view  of  the  importance  of  this  informa- 
tion in  its  bearing  on  the  question  of  the 
Financial  Relations  between  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland,  which  is  down  for  discussion 
on  an  early  date. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  cannot  give 
the  information  which  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man asks  for,  in  detail,  as  I  think  he  is 
already  aware,  but  I  hope  that  to-morrow 
or  Thursday  I  may  be  able  to  give  him  in 
the  rough  some  of  the  information  he 
desires. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND:  Inas- 
much as  there  is  a  debate  bearing  on  this 
question  on  Thursday,  will  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  endeavour  to  give  me  the 
figures  to-morrow  or  Wednesday  ? 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  I  am  quite 
aware  for  what  purposes  the  figures  are 
asked  for,  and  I  shall  be  glad  to  give 
them  to-morrow  if  I  can  get  them  from 
the  War  Office.  But  as  the  House  knows, 
that  office  is  extremely  hard  worked  just 
now,  and  I  cannot  be  sure  whether  I  can 
get  them  by  then. 

BUSINESS  OF  THE  HOUSE. 

Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND  (Waterford) : 
Will  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  state  what 
will  be  the  first  Order  to-morrow,  and  on 
Thursday  and  Friday  ? 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  The  first  Order  ' 
to-morrow  will  be  the  next  stage  of  the 
Consolidated  Fund  Bill.       After  that  it  is 
impossible   for  me   to    make  a    definite 
promise,  because   I  cannot  foresee*  what 
course  the  House  will  desire  to  take  to- 
night \Wth  regard  to  the  Finance  Bill.     I 
have  gi'ound  for  hoping,  after  what  took 
place  on  Friday  last,  that  there  will  not 
be  any  difficulty  in  getting  through  the 
Second  Reading  stage  at  a  comparatively 
early  hour  to-night.    If  I  am  disappointed 
in  that  prospect  I  may  have  to  take  it  to- 
morrow.    On  Thursday  an  opportunity  is 
to  be  given  to  hon.  Members  from  Ire- 
and    to    discuss    the   financial  relations 
between   Great  Britain  and   Ireland.     I 
cannot  absolutely  say  in  w^hat  form  or  on 
what  motion  that  discussion    will  take 
place,  but  I  am  bound  to  give  hon.  Mem- 
bers a  full  opportunity  to  carry  out  that 
discussion.     On  Friday  the  Speaker  will 
be  moved  out  of  the  Chair  on  the  Civil 
Service  Estimates,  and  I  understand  the 
hon.  Member  desires  to  raise  the  ques- 


tion of  university  education  in  Ireland  for 
Roman  Catholics. 

Mr.  LOUGH  (Islington,  W.)  :  I  wish 
to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
whether  he  intends  to  proceed  \inth  the 
Second  Reading  of  the  Finance  Bill  after 
ten  o'clock  to-night,  and  whether  in  view 
of  the  far  reaching  nature  of  some  of  the 
proposals  he  does  not  think  that  further 
time  should  be  granted  for  its  considera- 
tion. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  No,  Sir. 

Mr.  lough  :  I  do  not  think  the  right 
hon.  Gentlemati  caught  my  point.  I  wish 
to  know  whether  he  intends  to  insist  on 
getting  the  Second  Reading  at  t^n  o'clock 
if  the  debate  is  not  then  concluded. 

*Mr.  speaker  :  Order,  order  !  That 
is  not  a  proper  question.  It  is  not  right 
to  ask  a  Minister  if  he  intends  to  insist 
on  taking  a  division  at  a  particular  hour. 
He  cannot  insist. 

Mr.  lough  :  Yes ;  because  the  First 
Lord  said  on  Friday  night 

*Mr.  SPEAKER:  I  heard  what  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  said.  I  repeat  that 
the  hon.  Gentleman's  question  is  quite 
irregular. 

Dr.  FARQUH arson  (A})erdeen8hire, 
W.) :  Is  it  intended  to  take  Order  No.  10 
to-night,  and  if  so,  will  it  he  brought  on 
at  a  time  which  will  enable  a  full  dis- 
cussion to  be  taken  ? 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  There  is  no 
chance  of  taking  it  to-night. 


NEW  WRIT. 

For  the  Borough  of  Finsbury  (Holbom 
Division),  in  the  room  of  the  Right 
Hon.  Sir  Charles  Hall,  K.C.M.G.,  Q.C., 
deceased. 


FINANCE    BILL. 

[Second  Readinc] 

Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
I  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
I  time." 

Mr.  lough  (Islington,  W.) :  I  think 
the  House  should  consider  the  spi'c<l  w  ith 
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which  this  Bill  is  being  rushed  through, 
and  I  confess  I  do  not  see  the  slightest 
reason  why  the  Budget  should  have  been 
taken  out  of  its  usual  time.  The  War 
Loan  Bill  could  have  been  immediately 
disposed  of,  and  would  have  met  all  the 
immediate  necessities  of  the  war,  and  the 
Government  might  have  waited  until  the 
iisual  time  before  the  Budget  was  intro- 
duced or  the  Finance  Bill  brought  for- 
ward. The  pretext  is,  of  course,  the 
necessities  for  the  war  in  South  Africa, 
but  events  are  happening  so  quickly  there 
that  those  necessities  may  be  modified, 
that  it  would  have  been  wiser  to  have 
waited  until  the  actual  requirements 
of  the  country  were  ascertained.  I 
also  regret  the  attitude  which  has 
been  assumed  on  this  side  of  the 
House  with  reference  to  the  Budget. 
It  is  the  most  oppressive  Budget  that  has 
been  introduced  for  fifty  years,  and  yet 
there  is  hardly  a  disposition  shown  on 
the  Liberal  side,  or,  indeed,  in  any  part 
of  the  House,  to  criticise  a  single  provi- 
sion of  the  Bill.  What  is  the  reason  ? 
The  reason  is  that  the  Liberal  Leaders 
and  other  members  of  the  Opposition 
desire  that  the  Government  shall  not  be 
obstructed  in  finding  the  money  for  the 
prosecution  of  the  war.  But  surely  that 
desire  does  not  make  it  necessary  for  my 
hon.  friends  to  acquiesce  in  proposals  of 
any  kind  which  may  be  brought  before 
them.  I  think  that  the  haste  with  which 
the  House  is  accepting  this  sweeping 
Budget  is  all  the  more  to  be  deplored  be- 
cause these  annual  occasions  are  the  only 
opportunity  the  House  has  of  considering 
the  financial  system  of  the  country.  At 
least  once  a  year  we  should  examine  the 
principles  on  which  that  financial  system 
is  founded.  It  appears  to  be  thought 
that  the  principles  of  free  trade  demand 
that  taxes  shoiild  be  levied  on  five  or  six 
commodities  used  by  the  people.  They 
have  been  invested  with  a  sort  of  sacred- 
ness  by  Chancellors  of  the  Exchequer, 
who  keep  on  ringing  the  changes  on  these 
commodities,  and  no  one  has  done  more  in 
that  direction  than  the  present  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer.  But  there  is  nothing 
particularly  sacred  about  these  articles. 
If  money  is  wanted,  and  it  is  decided  to 
raise  it  bjr  indirect  taxation,  the  time  has 
come  to  consider  whether  some  new  sub- 
iect  of  taxation  ought  not  to  be  found, 
because  the  people  interested  in  these 
trades  and  in  these  commodities  are  bein^ 
unfairly  treated.  A  new  principle  should 
iiow  be  adoptee'.      I  thi:ik  that  the  Chin- 


cellor  of  the  Exchequer  is  raising  a  great 
deal  too  much  money  out  of  drink.  Last 
year  the  amount  was  £36,000,000,  and  it 
is  now  proposed  to  raise  two  or  three 
millions  more.  We  have  had  a  number 
of  extraordinary  facts  laid  before  us 
recently  by  the  lloyal  Commission  on  .the 
Licensing  Laws,  and  no  Member  of  this 
House  can  look  with  imqualified  satisfac- 
tion at  the  extent  to  which  the  State  is 
interested  in  the  drink  traffic.  In  Ireland 
and  Scotland  a  huge  revenue  is  collected 
from  it,  and  extraordinary  revelations 
have  been  made  of  the  moral  and  material 
damage  done,  especially  to  the  people 
of  Ireland,  by  the  trade.  Yet  the 
House  is  interested  in  it  to  a  great 
extent.  The  State  sells  licences  for 
the  sale  of  drink  in  places  which  are 
not  fit  for  anyone  to  eat  or  drink  in, 
it  levies  a  huge  tax  on  every  gallon  of 
the  infamous  liquor  sold,  and  it  is,  there- 
fore, far  from  being  in  a  free  position  to 
take  any  steps  to  decrease  the  evils  con- 
nected with  the  traffic.  There  are  twenty- 
six  new  imposts  in  this  oppressive  Budget, 
and  the  total  amount  to  be  raised  by  them 
is  stated  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer to  be  twelve  and  one-third 
millions;  but  the  amount  is,  I  think, 
greatly  under-estimated.  The  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  has  always  under-esti- 
mated his  revenue.  Last  year  it  was 
under-estimated  by  five  millions,  and  this 
year  the  under-estimate  will  be  almost  as 
large.  The  under-estimate  is  particularly 
noticeable  in  the  case  of  the  tea  tax.  Last  ^ 
year  it  produced  four  and  a  quarter 
millions,  and  for  his  increase  of  50  per 
cent,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  only  adds 
£1,800,000.  I  think  he  might  well  have 
estimated  for  another  £200,000.  Again, 
in  the  matter  of  the  income  tax,  the 
estimated  produce  for  last  year  is 
£18,800,000.  He  raises  the  tax  50  per 
cent.,  but  only  anticipates  receiving  an 
additional  six  and  a  half  millions.  I  think 
that  is  an  under-estimate  of  a  million.  I 
hold  it  is  a  great  pity  these  under-esti- 
mates  should  be  made.  Again,  in  my 
opinion,  the  teetotallers,  who  are  being 
D^e  to  bear  the  heaviest  burden,  have 
been  unfairly  treated  in  the  Budget. 
The  hon.  Gentleman  evidently  intended 
to  put  a  little  on  everybody,  but  while  he 
has  added  50  per  cent,  to  the  tea  duty, 
he  has  only  put  15  per  cent,  on  beer,  12^ 
per  cent,  on  tobacco,  and  5  per  cent,  on 
spirits.  Supposing  we  include  the  tee- 
total article-*,  tea  and  tobacco,  the  new 
impost    will  increase  the  amount   raised 
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upon  these  two  articles  20  per  cent.,  but 
if  we  take  the  other  two  articles,  beer  and 
spirits,  the  increase  is  only  between  8  and 
10  per  cent.  I  will  put  it  another  way. 
We  raised  last  year  on  tea  and  tobacco 
fifteen  millions ;  next  year  we  will  raise 
three  millions  more,  or  a  total  of  eighteen 
millions.  But  we  raised  thirty  -  five 
millions  from  beer  and  spiiits,  and  that 
would  be-  only  raised  two  and  three- 
quarter  millions.  That  shows  that  the 
teatotallers  have  not  been  fairly  treated 
in  the  Budget,  and  we  should  have  some 
explanation  from  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer.  I  think  it  is  most  undesir- 
able that  all  these  taxes  should  have  been 
raised,  if  not  absolutely  necessary  ;  and  if 
it  can  be  proved  by  one  or  two  figures 
thWi  these  increases  might  have  been 
avoided,  then  I  think  a  case  can  be  made 
against  the  Budget.  It  may  be  very  told 
01  me  to  suggest  that  these  increases 
might  have  been  avoided,  but  I  venture 
to  do  so.  When  you  remember  that  you 
have  six  millions  of  extra  revenue  pro- 
vided by  taxation  this  year,  it  was  not 
necessary  to  impose  all  these  new  taxes, 
which  will  bring  in  vast  sums  of  money. 
The  theory  is  that  as  we  are  at  war  we 
should  find  a  large  contribution  to  the 
cost  out  of  taxes  of  the  year.  But 
in  the  year  that  ends  Ist  April  we 
found  six  millions  that  was  not 
raised  in  the  year  before  the  war  com- 
menced. If  we  put  on  no  increased 
taxation  next  year,  we  would  have  seven 
millions  for  the  war.  Then,  suppose  we 
put  on  2d.  on  the  income  tax,  we  would 
have  eleven  millions  next  year  and 
thirteen  millions  the  year  after.  If  the 
House  has  followed  the  figures,  there 
would  have  been  thirty  millions  for  the 
war  in  three  years— 1899-1900-1.  I 
think  that  would  have  been  a  verv 
respectable  contribution  to  the  war.  And 
when  you  add  to  that  the  thirty  millions 
that  were  borrowed  on  loan,  then,  I  think, 
the  war  expenditure  might  have  been 
disposed  of,  especially  as  I  still  hope  the 
war  will  not  cost  the  large  amount  pro- 
vided by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer. 
If  I  have  shown  that  it  was  not  necessary 
to  disturb  all  these  trades  and  to  put  on 
twenty-six  new  taxes,  and  that  one  tax 
would  have  been  enough,  surely  I  have 
made  out  a  case  against  the  Budget.  But 
there  is  one  pro>'i8ion  in  the  Budget  to 
which  I  have  not  alluded  which  seems  to 
me  to  be  the  very  worst  in  the  whole 
series,  and  that  is  the  new  tax  on  brokers. 

Mr,  Lough, 


If  I  knew  that  that  was  absolutely  with- 
drawn, or  if  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  would  tell  me  now  that  it  was 
absolutely  withdrawn,  I  would  not  refer 
to  it  further. 

The  CHANCELLOR  of  the  EX> 
CHEQUER  (Sir  M.  Hicks  Beach,  Bristol, 
W.) :  It  is  withdrawn. 

♦Mr.  LOUGH :  Very  well.  I  wish  it 
had  been  done  by  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  in  a  formal  manner.     I  have  a 

f'eat  hatre<l  of  these  stamp  duties,  and 
would  ask  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer  to  give   me   a    return    of    the 
stamp  duties  imposed  during    the    last 
twenty-five    or    thirty    years,    and    the 
amounts  they  yielded.     I  believe  that  we 
shall  soon  not    be  able  to    turn   round 
without  having  a  stamp  put  on  us  if  we 
do  not  keep  our  eye  on  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer.     The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man hints  that  he  is  going  to  make  an 
alternative  proposal,  but  I  would  plead 
with     him     to    abandon     the     proposal 
altogether.     He  has  gone  as  far  as  he  can 
go  when  he  dealt  with  stamps  on  stock 
and  security  contracts,  and  I  would  warn 
him  not  to  make  matters  any  worse  by  im- 
posing stamp  duties  on    transactions  in 
merchandise.       The     clause    was     bad 
enough  in  the  resolution  as  it  was  passed, 
but  now,  when  we  see  the  Bill,  it  is  a 
good  deal  worse.     The  clause  added  to 
the  Budget  brought  three  new  classes  of 
informers  on  the  scene :  first,  those  who- 
would  get  a  reward  for  telling  of  any 
transactions    made  without   a   contract;, 
second,  those  who  would  tell  if  a  contract 
was  not  stamped ;  and  third,  those  who- 
would  inform  if  the  stamp  was  not  of  the 
right  amount.     I  say  that  trade  and  com- 
merce could  not  be  carried  on  under  such 
conditions.     The  only  other  point  I  want 
to  mention — perhaps  the  most  important 
point  of  all — is  the  effect  this  Budget  will^ 
have  upon  Ireland.       Now,  this  subject' 
has  been  already  discussed  this  session,, 
and    the  Chancellor    of    the  Exchequer 
made  a  promise  which  I  will  recall    ta. 
him.     In  the  debate  on  the  Address  the 
condition  of  Ireland  was  brought  before 
him  by  the  Irish  Members,  and  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  used  these  words* — 

"  1  would  just  obBerve  in  passing  tliat  it 
does  not  at  all  follow,  assuming  there  be  in- 

♦  See  The  Paviiarncntary  Dehaits^  9th  Feb- 
ruary, 1900  [Fourth  Seriesf  Vol.  Ixxviii.,  page 
1092. 
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justice  to  Ireland  in  the  present  si^stem,  that 
It  would  be  aggravated  by  an  increase  of 
taxation.  Hon.  Members  who  have  examined 
this  question  know  (/hat  a  greater  percentage 
of  certain  taxes,  according  to  the  calculations 
which  have  been  made  of  the  true  revenue 
raised  in  both  countries,  is  raised  in  Ireland,  as 
compared  witli  the  rest  of  the  United  King- 
dom, than  of  other  taxes.  For  example,  suppose 
— hon.  Members  will  remember  I  am  not  in 
any  way  suggesting  anything  with  regard  to 
future  taxation ;  it  is  much  too  earhr  in 
February  to  do  that  —  but  suppose  for  a 
moment  that  it  was  necessary  to  raise  revenue 
1)y  largely  increa<^ed  taxation  on  account  of 
the  war,  and  that  the  whole  of  the  increase 
was  raised  by  direct  taxation,  certainly  that 
would  not  a$tgravate  any  injustice  Members 
from  Ireland  complain  of ;  that  must  be 
admitted  by  hon.  Members  opposite.  The 
simple  fact  is  this :  Ireland  pays  a  very  much 
less  pro{K>rtion  of  direct  taxation  than  she 
pays  of  indirect  taxation,  or  of  direct  and  in- 
direct taxation  taken  together.'* 

I  think  anyone  who  listened  to  these 
words  would  say  that  they  almost  amount 
to  a  promise  by  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exechequer  that  any  new  taxes  which  he 
might  have  to  introduce  would  not  press 
heavily  on  Ireland.  If  he  made  any  such 
promise  as  that,  he  has  not  followed  it  up 
in  the  Budget  before  us. 

Sir  M.  hicks  BEACH  dissented. 

♦Mr.  lough  :  I  think  that  the  right 
hon.  GentlemanV  statement  that  hon. 
Members  ought  not  to  assume  that  new 
taxes  would  unnecessarily  press  upon 
Ireland  might  be  interpreted  in  that  way. 

Sir    M.   hicks  BEACH    again  dis- 
sented. 

♦Mr.  lough  :  Well,  I  leave  it  at  that. 
If  these  taxes  had  been  devised  to  press 
heavily  upon  Ireland,  it  would  have  been 
impossible  to  make  them  more  onerous 
than  they  are.  In  a  former  debate  I  cave 
an  estimate  of  the  amount  which  tnese 
taxes  may  produce  in  Ireland,  though  on 
looking  further  into  the  matter  I  believe 
it  was  an  under-estimate.  I  think  they 
will  produce  £1, 100,000.  The  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  shakes  his  head,  but  I 
have  given  very  close  attention  to  the 
produce  of  these  Irish  taxes,  and  I  must 
say  that,  making  even  a  reasonable  esti- 
mate, it  looks  to  me  as  if  some  such 
amount  as  I  have  mentioned  might  be 
produced.  I  shall  just  mention  the 
figures.  I  think  the  tea  tax  will  produce 
another  £300,000,  the  tobacco  tax 
XI  60,000,  alcohol  £270,000,  income  tax 


£350,000,  and  stamps  £20,000,  or  a  total 
of  £1,100,000.  Now,  that  is  an  unprece- 
dented blow  to  Ireland.  Not  since  1801 
has  this  House  in  any  Budget  laid  on 
£1,100,000  of  extra  taxation  on  Ireland ; 
and  that  it  .should  be  done  on  this  drowsy 
afternoon  without  an  Irish  Member  being 
present — [An  Hon.  MeMbbr:  Hear» 
near  !] — seems  to  me  one  of  the  most  ^ 
astonishing  things  when  we  consider  the 
present  state  of  that  country.  It  is  not  as 
if  this  Budget  stood  alone.  We  have  had 
a  Report  on  Irish  taxation,  and  that 
Report  stated  that  Ireland  was  over- 
taxed by  nearly  three  millions  a  year,  and 
within  seven  yeara  of  that  Report  being 
issued  five  millions  of  taxation  will  be 
wrung  out  of  Ireland  by  this  House  more 
than  the  Royal  Commission  declared 
would  be  just  under  all  the  circumstances 
if  this  Budget  is  passed.  The  Chan 
cellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  very  cor- 
rectly stated  the  principle  under  which 
these  huge  sums  were  raised  in  Ireland. 
That  principle,  which  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  said  he  would  stick  to  till  bis 
latest  breath — which  we  all  hope  will 
be  far  distant — is  that  every  person  in 
Ireland  should  pay  per  head  the  same 
amount  of  taxation  on  the  same  articles 
as  is  paid  in  England.  [Hon.  Members  : 
Hear,  hear  !j  Now,  that  seems  a  simple 
statement,  and  superficially  a  just  state- 
ment. [Hon.  Members  :  Hear,  hear  !T 
Hon.  Members  opposite  admit  that.  I 
recognise  with  the  greatest  candour  that 
it  is  a  point  we  have  got  to  contest ; 
but  I  want  to  submit  some  figures  to  the 
House  to  show  that  you  cannot  possibly, 
with  any  regard  to  the  historic  progress 
of  these  two  countries,  carry  out  that 
programme.  What  I  propose  to  do  is  to 
quote  six  figures  and  six  aates  stretching 
over  200  years,  to  show  the  proportion 
that  each  person  in  England  pays  in 
comparison  with  each  person  in  Ireland, 
and  to  demonstrate  that  a  violent  change 
has  taken  place  on  the  old  system  of 
taxation.  In  1690  every  person  in  Great 
Britain  paid  £5  7s.  for  every  £  I  a  person 
in  Ireland  paid;  in  1760,  £6  9s.;  in 
1815,  £5  7s.;  in  1837—1  take  this 
year  because  it  was  the  commence- 
ment of  the  Queen's  reign — £4  was 
paid  by  every  person  in  Great  Britain 
for  every  £1  paid  per  person  in  Ireland ; 
in  1867  it  had  fallen  to  £2  in  Great 
Britain  for  £1  in  Ireland  ;  and  in  1897  it 
had  again  fallen  to  £1  68.  per  heail  in 
England,   to  £1    per  head   in    Ireland. 
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Now,  you  see  exactly  what  we  are  doing ;  i  disposed  to  Ireland  than  to-day  ;  and  what 

we  are  altering  the  historic  disproportion    is   the    barrier    between  ?     The    barrier 

that    has    existed     between    these    two    which  stands  between  the  rich  island  and 

islands.     For  200  years  the  rich  people    her   poor    sister    is    this    House,  which 

of  Great  Britain  paid  five  times  as  much    heaps  new    bimlens    to  the    extent     of 

as  the  poor   people  in  Ireland,  and  the    millions    of    pounds    on     the  taxpayers 

load  upon  the  English  people  was  like  a  ;  of  Ireland.     Looking  at  recent  events  we 

feather  upon  their  shoulders,  while  the    may   say  :  "  Fair   words   will   butter  no 

Irish  people  groaned  beneath  the  smaller    parsnips."     If    this   House    places    upon 

burden.     But  within  the  last  fifty  years    Ireland  new  burdens   such  as  those  dis- 

we  have  changed  all  that,  and  now  the    closed   in    this    Budget,  it    is    not    the 

Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  says  that  he    slightest  use  to  organise  a  new  regiment 

will  insist    to   his    dying    day    on    the    of  Guards  to  wear  the  shamrock  on  St. 

necessity    of    the   principle    that    every    Patrick's  Day,  or  to  organise  State  visitij 

person  in   Ireland  shall   pay   practically  \  to  Dublin.     This  House  ought  to  be  just 

the    same    as    every    person    in    Great  i  and    fair,  and  let    the  goodwill   of   the 

Britain.     If  the  House  insists  in  carrying    people  flow  freely  across  the  Channel.     If 

out  that    principle,  it  will    commit    the    any   hon.   Member   on   this   side  of    the 

greatest  iniquity  that  a  democratic  assem- 1  House  had  moved  that  the  Finance  Bill 

bly  ever  committed  against  a  people  placed  '  should    be    read  to-day    six    months,    I 

in  their  charge.     They  might  just  as  well  ,  should  have  supported  the   motion,  but 

say   that  the  miserable  people  of    India  |  in  the  present  condition  of  opinion  I  feat 

or  of  Iceland  are  as  able  to  bear  taxation  i  it  is  useless  to  make  any  protest. 

as   the   people   of   Great  Britain.     They  \ 

cannot  do  it,  because  they  have  not  got  |  *Mr.  MENDL  (Plymouth)  said  he  was 
it.  Within  the  last  fifty  years  we  have  ,  to  a  considerable  extent  in  agreement 
destroyed  the  historic  proportion  of  with  what  had  been  said  by  the  hon. 
taxation,  while  England  has  pro-  Member  for  West  Islington  with  regard 
gressed  in  prosperity,  and  Ireland  has  \  to  finding  new  subjects  for  taxation  always 
simply  gone  to  rack  and  ruin,  i  within  a  fiscal  system  based  on  free  trade. 
Let  me  just  take  the  question  of  popula-  But  when  his  hon.  friend  said  that  this  was 
tion.  During  the  last  fifty  years  in  this  an  oppressive  Budget  he  frankly  disagreed 
country,  the  population  has  doubled,  and 
that  that  is  not  the  case  in  Ireland  is  the 
fault  of  this  House.  In  Ireland  during  the 
same  period  the  population  has  decreased 


with  him,  and  with  respect  he  submitted 
that  the  hon.  Gentleman  had  not  proved 
that  contention  even  with  regard  to  Ireland. 
Although  it  might  be  true  that  Ireland's 
by  half.  Hon.  Members  no  doubt  think  burdens  wouW  be  increased  by  indirect 
that  has  changed  now,  but  that  is  not  so,    taxation,    it  must  be   remembered   that 


because  last  year — 1899 — the  emigrations 


the  increase  of  the  income   tax,  which 


from  Ireland  were  9,000  more  than  they  was  by  far  the  largest  increase  in 
were  in  1898,  so  that  the  decrease  in  the  taxation  this  year,  would  fall  with 
population  is  continuing  and  growing  I  greater  severity  upon  the  people  of 
worse.  Then  take  the  figures  as  to  I  this  country  than  upon  the  people  of 
pauperism.  Between  1864  and  1898  j  Ireland.  To  his  mind  this  Budget  ought 
pauperism  in  Ireland  has  doubled,  whilst  i  to  receive  the  support  of  both  sides  of  the 
in  Great  Britain  it  has  decreased  by  half.  I  House.  It  was  a  frank,  straightforward. 
In  1899  there  was  a  ten'ible  increase  in  1  and  honest  Budget,  and  the  Chancellor  of 
pauperism  ;  the  number  of  paupers  in-  i  the  Exchequer  had  not  resorted  to  tricks 
creased  from  115  per  thousand  in  1898  to  and  subterfuges.  Those  who  held  the 
124  per  thousand  in  1899.  I  will  not  go  |  opinion  that  we  ought  to  carry  the  war 
further  into  details  which  are  perfectly  to  a  successful  issue  were  bound  to 
familiar  to  the  House,  but  these  are  facts  '  approve,  on  the  whole,  the  proposals  of 
of  great  significance.  Here  you  have  two  ,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.  There 
islands,  one  growing  richer  and  richer  i  were  obviously  only  two  alternatives 
every  year,  and  the  other  going  to  utter  '  before  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  ;  he 
ruin,  and  yet  you  apply  the  same  fiscal  might  have  borrowed,  or  imposed  fresh 
system  to  both.  There  never  was  a  time  I  taxation.  Neither  of  those  two  alter- 
when  the  sentiment  of  the  people  of  ,  natives  would  have  been  right  alone.  If  he 
England,  from  the  Queen  downwards  to  '  had  borrowed  all  the  money  necessary  for 
the  poorest  in  the  land,  was  more  kindly  \  the  prosecution  of  the  war,  he  would  have 

Mr,  Lough 
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led  this  country  into  great  financial 
peril,  and  possibly  disaster,  and  bred  care- 
lessness in  our  people  as  to  war.  Had  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  imposed  taxation 
alone,  and  not  borrowed,  it  would  have 
been  an  unjust  and  impossible  policy,  and  a 
piece  of  pedantic  finance.  What  commended 
this  Budget  to  himself  and  he  thought 
the  large  majority  of  the  House,  was  that 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had 
happily  blended  both  principles.  It  was,  of 
course,  quite  right  to  suspend  the  Sinking 
Fund  this  year,  and  those  who  disap- 
proved last  year  could  not  only  consis- 
tently support  the  suspension  now,  but 
could  even  point  out  that  last  year  it  was 
suspended  by  an  amount  which,  capi- 
talised, exceeded  the  total  estimated  cost 
of  the  war  up  to  September  30th.  This 
showed  what  a  valuable  war  chest  the 
Sinking  Fund  was.  It  was  a  pity  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  did  not  wait  until 
this  year  to  suspend  the  fund.  His 
method  of  borrowing  by  separate  loan  was 
also  to  be  commended.  It  was  most 
essential  that  the  Transvaal  should  in 
£ome  form  or  other  be  called  upon  to  pay 
some  considerable  portion  of  the  cost  of 
the  war,  and  the  security  for  that  must  be 
Imperial  control.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man was  perfectly  right  in  increasing 
taxation.  To  raise  the  income  tax  was 
just  and  right,  as  was  also  the  raising  of 
the  taxation  on  beer  and  spirits.  As 
regarded  the  income  tax,  there  was,  how- 
ever, the  obvious  fact  that  the  increase 
would  fall  with  great  severity  on  those  who 
derived  their  incomes  from  trade  or  pro- 
fessions, which  incomes  were  very  uncertain. 
The  very  large  increase  proposed  this 
year  showed  the  jgreat  necessity  that 
existed  for  a  dinerentiation  between 
certain  and  uncertain  incomes,  and  for  a 
.graduation  of  incomes.  A  large  and  sudden 
increase  like  that  now  proposed  made  the 
injustice  of  the  present  system  more 
apparent.  He  knew  there  was  great  diffi- 
culty in  both  these  reforms ;  but  surely, 
at  any  rate,  the  increase  might  have  been 
iirranged  so  as  to  fall  more  heavily  on  the 
larger  than  on  the  smaller  incomes.  With 
regard  to  the  increase  in  the  tea  duty,  he 
doubted  the  justice  or  policy  of  the  rise. 
It  was  by  far  the  highest  increase  com- 
pared with  the  increases  on  beer  and 
spirits.  He  would  go  further,  and  say 
that  the  tea  duty  ought  to  have  been 
reduced  last  year  or  in  1898  instead  of 
the     tobacco    duty.       The     very    large 


majority  of  opinion  in  the  country  would 
convince  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
I  that  that  reduction  had  not  gone  into  the 
pockets  of  those  for  whom  it  was  intended, 
but  into  the  pockets  of  the  tobacco  trade. 
Had  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  moreover, 
taken  off  the  twopence  on  tea  last  year 
he  would  have  had  a  much  stronger  case 
for  imposing  it  this  year  in  case  of  emer- 
gency. Even  now  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man had  not  reimposed  the  whole  amount 
which  he  took  off  tobacco  last  year.  He 
took  off  sixpence  and  put  on  fourpence. 
He  would  have  been  a  great  deal 
better  advised  had  he  left  the  tea 
duty  alone,  as  the  commodity  had 
become  a  comfort  and  a  necessity  for  the 
poor.  He  thought  the  taxation  of  the 
country  was  raised  from  too  narrow  a 
source — [Hear,  hear!] — but  he  could  not 
agree  with  the  hon.  Gentleman  opposite, 
the  Member  for  Thanet,  when  he  advo- 
cated taxation  of  the  necessities  of  life  or 
the  taxation  of  the  commodities  which 
entered  into  the  trade  and  industry  of 
this  country.  It  was  indisputable  that 
Chancellors  of  the  Exchequer  had  too 
narrow  a  basis  for  indirect  taxation. 
From  Customs  and  Excise  last  year  a  sum 
of  fifty-three  millions  was  raised,  and  that 
from  very  few  articles. 

Mr.  COURTNEY  (Cornwall,  Bodmin): 
And  why  not  1 

*Mr.  MENDL  said  for  many  reasons. 
Supposing  temperance  reformers  succeeded 
in  greatly  reducing  the  consumption  of 
intoxicants,  as  he  hoped  they  would, 
there  would  be  a  considerable  fall  in  the 
drink  revenue,  and*  then  where  would 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  be? 
Obviously  if  people  did  not  spend  so 
much  money  on  drink  they  would  be 
able  to  spend  more  money  in  other  ways, 
but  in  raising  this  huge  revenue  from 
drink,  and  at  the  same  time  promoting 
the  cause  of  temperance,  they  were  en- 
gaged in  two  rather  inconsistent  opera- 
tions, and  it  would  be  very  much  better 
for  the  financial  position  of  this  country 
if  there  were  a  far  larger  field  from  which 
to  raise  revenue.  He  disagreed  with  the 
idea  that  in  time  of  crises  like  this  they 
should  not  reform  the  financial  resources 
and  methods  of  taxation.  In  ordinary 
times,  when  revenue  and  expenditiu^ 
al>out  balanced,  the  argument  was  strong 
for  continuing  the  existing  system.  He 
was  impressed  ^^ith  the    importance    of 
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taking  stock  of  our  financial  resources. 
It  was  at  a  time  like  this,  when  a  large 
expenditure  was  demanded  for  national 
objects,  that  a  great  Finance  Minister 
should  seriously  consider  the  whole  basis 
of  taxation  and  revenue.  There  were 
sources  from  which  might  be  extracted  a 
large  revenue — for  instance,  land  in  towns. 
He  rejoiced  in  the  great  prospeiity  of  the 
country,  but  could  the  continuance  of  that 
prosperity  be  guaranteed  ?  The  last  two 
years  had  been  years  of  great  commercial 
prosperity,  but  in  the  natural  course  of 
events  they  would  at  some  time  or  other 
possibly  give  place  to  trade  depression. 
Then,  where  would  our  expanding  revenue 
be  1  It  was  to  meet  this  vast  and  ever- 
growing expenditure  that  there  should 
be  got  into  the  meshes  of  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  all  the  subjects  of 
taxation  which  it  was  right  should  con- 
tribute towards  it,  and  so  broaden  and 
widen  the  financial  system  under  which 
we  lived. 


Mr.      JAMES    LOWTHER     (Kent, 
Thanet) :  Athough  I  approach  the  subject 
from  a  very   different   standpoint  from 
that  of  the  hon.  Gentleman  who  has  just 
sat  down,  I   cordially  endorse  many  of 
the  concluding  remarks  in   his  speech. 
He  pointed  out  that  we  had  been  passing 
through  abnormally  good  times  and  spend- 
ing more  and  more  money  every  year. 
I  am  now  speaking  outside  the  require- 
ments of  the  war.     I  remember  the  right 
hon.  Grentleman  the    Member  for  West 
Monmouthshire  making  a  very  eloquent 
appeal  to  this  House  to  afford  support  for 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  for  the 
time  being  by  curtailing  the  tendency  of 
the  House  of  Commons  to  increase  ex- 
penditure.    I  told  him  at  the  time  that 
the  reason  of  that  tendency  was  because  1 
inevitably  the  mass  of  the  taxation  fell,  | 
comparatively,   on    a    small    number    of  i 
people,  and  that  the  responsibility  "for  the  j 
expenditure  did  not  fall  upon  the  set  of 
people  who  paid  the  piper,  and  so  had  a 
right  to  call  the  tune.    There  is  one  thing 
in  which  I  do  not  agree  with  the  hon. 
Gentleman  opposite,  and  that  is  the  ques- 
tion of  the  tea  duty.     If  the  tea  duty  had 
not  been  increased,  but  left  at  the  figure 
to  which  it  was  reduced  a  year  or  two 
ago,   it  would  come  to  this,  that   there 
would  be  a  very  large  mass  of  the  people 
who,  without  this  duty,  would  contribute 
little  or  nothing  to  national  requirements. 
As  I  said  the  other  day,  there  is  a  wide- 
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spread  feeling  of  disappointment  at  the 
Budget  of  my  right  hon.  friend,  and 
what  we  have  heard  from  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Member  for  Plymouth  shows  that 
that  disappointment  is  not  confined  to 
the  financial  world.  My  right  hon. 
friend  has  taken  upon  himself  to  lay 
down  doctrines  which  portend  great 
danger  in  the  future.  I  think  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  had  a  great  opportunity- 
It  is  perfectly  true  that  if  all  financiers 
availed  themselves  of  similar  opportunities 
they  would  do  more  mischief  than  if  they 
altered  the  fiscal  system  in  a  dangerous 
direction,  and  the  hon.  Gentleman  oppo> 
site  was  quite  right  in  saying  that  Mr. 
Gladstone  himself  .  felt  that  in  critical 
times  a  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
might  be  justified  in  saying  that  it  was 
undesirable  to  raise  wide  differences  of 
opinion  in  this  country.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  does  not  take  that  timid  view. 
He  does  not  take  refuge  behind  that 
argument.     He  says — 

"  Shall  we  confess  to  the  worll  that  a  few 
months  of  war  has  frightened  us  fiom  a  finan- 
cial policy  we  kiiow  to  be  sound  ? " 

Sir  M.  HICKS  BEACH  explained  the 
sense  in  which  he  used  the  expression. 

Mr.  JAMES  LOWTHER :  I  do  not 
wish  to  do  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
injustice  of  attributing  to  him  a  defence 
of  our  whole  financial  policy,  but  he  has 
rigidly  adhered  to  the  system  this  year. 
The  normal  increase  of  taxation  and  ex- 
penditure requires  very  careful  considera- 
tion at  the  hands   of  the   House.     The 
Civil  Service  Estimates  are  mostly  respon- 
sible for  the  deplorable  position  of  our 
financial   system.      We   find    year  after 
year  an  automatic  increase   of  expendi- 
ture, and  when  we  try  to  curtail  it  we 
are  told  that  it  is  regulated  by  statute. 
This  House,  Which  is  supposed  to  be  all 
powerful  in  finance,  cannot  without   the 
assent  of  the  other  House  of  Parliament 
interfere  with  it,  and  this  is  the  constitu- 
tional doctrine  that  the  Commons  House 
of  Parliament  is  met  with  in  these  days 
— in  other  words,   that    expenditiu^    is 
beyond  our  control.  It  was  said  just  now, 
with    perfect     truth,    that    the    limited 
number  of  articles  on  which  taxation  falls 
renders  us  incapable  of  dealing  with  any 
great  demand   beyond   the   ordinary  re- 
quirements.   I  go  further,  and  1  say  that, 
framed  as  oiu-  financial  policy   now  is,  it 
has  already  proved  itself,  and  is  boimd  in 
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the  future  to  prove  itself,  unequal  to  the 
automatic  normal  increase  I  have  referred 
to.  If  that  time  has  come,  the  receipts 
from  customs  and  excise  are  bound  to  go 
down.  Are  you  prepared  to  continue 
this  policy  1  I  do  not  think  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  could  rise  and  tell 
us  any  one  item  which  could  be  dealt 
with  if  the  direct  revenue  falls  substanti- 
ally short  in  the  course  of  future  years. 
He  knows  very  well  that  Parliament  has 
committed  itself  to  a  continually  increas- 
ing system  of  expenditure,  and  that  if 
taxes  as  they  are  now  framed  do  not  meet 
the  requirements  they  will  have  to  pay  the 
increase,  or  some  other  system  must  be 
employed  in  their  room ;  and  that  leads  me 
to  ask  whether  the  time  has  not  arrived 
when  this  question  must  be  fairly 
faced.  I  know  that  my  right  hon. 
friend  is  hopeless  in  certain  directions. 
I  am  not  going  to  waste  the  time  of  the 
House  giving  the  old  remedies,  though  I 
can  only  say  in  passing  that  I  should 
wish  my  right  hon.  friend  to  consider 
them,  and  I  will  add  that  I  am  more  than 
ever  convinced  that  we  shall  never  have 
our  financial  system  on  a  sound  basis  until 
many  old  opinions  and  prejudices  have 
been  cast  to  the  wind.  Now,  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  must  observe  that  many 
taxes  going,  at  any  rate,  largely  in  a 
direction  wnich  would  be  stigmatised  as 
protectionist,  have  been  added  in  quarters 
which  certainly  are  free  from  any  taint 
of  suspicion  of  protectionist  heresies.  I 
observe  that  a  suggestion  for  the  restora- 
tion of  the  old  shilling  duty  on  corn  has 
been  very  widely  advocated  in  non-pro- 
tectionist circles.  I  would  describe  that 
as  a  very  slight  and  halting  step  in  the 
right  direction,  but  I  have  never  made 
myself  responsible  for  such  a  suggestion 
at  any  time,  and  more  than  that,  1  never 
advocated  any  specific  or  fixed  duty  at 
all.  What  I  have  advocated  have  been 
importation  duties  on  a  sliding  scale,  with 
the  view  of  fixing  as  far  as  it  can  be  done 
the  price  of  the  necessaries  of  life  in 
order  to  avoid  the  chopping,  the  ups  and 
downs,  and  changes  in  the  market  so  far 
as  possible.  But  I  have  sometimes  quoted 
specific  duties  for  the  purpose  of  illustra- 
tion, and  for  the  purpose  of  illustra- 
tion only.  I  will  remind  the  House 
that  my  right  hon.  friend  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  in  reply  to 
a  question  addressed  to  him — I  think  it 
was  two  years  ago — estimated  that  the 
financial  effect  of  the  imposition  of  this 


shilling  importation  duty  would  be  to 
produce  to  the  Exchequer  in  the  financial 
year  in  which  he.  spoke  close  upon  two 
and  a  half  millions.     The  actual  figures  he 
gave  were  £2,450,000,  and  consequently 
a  duty  of  5s. — using  that  figure  for  the  pur- 
pose of  estimating  the  amount — ^would 
bring  in  twelve  millions  and  a  quarter,, 
while  a    duty   of   10s.   would  Iwing  in 
over  twenty-four  millions.      I  have  no 
doubt  we  will  be  told  that  it  would  be 
a  most  oppresive  tax  to  put  on  Is.  and 
raise  the  price  of  bread  to  the  poor  people^ 
and  as  to  5s ,  that  would  be  an  absolutely 
ruinous  and  starvatioli  figure.     Therefore 
I  must  remind  the  House  of  what  the 
actual  effect  to  the  community  would  bo 
of  these  figures.     I  cannot  tell  the  House 
what  the  effect  of  the  shilling  duty  would 
be,  because  I  believe  it  would  be  al»olutely 
nil  in  the  way  of  price,  but  if  it  was  not 
nil  it  would  be  so  infinitesimal  that  it  is- 
hardly  worth  troubling  the  House  with. 
The   effect  of   5s.   is   calculated,   and   I 
believe    it    is    accurately  calculated,   to 
produce     these     financial     results.        It 
would    involve   additional    taxation,    to 
be     provided    from     some     source     or 
another.     I  am   not  going  to  say  what 
source  it   would   be,  and  I  do  not  say 
whether  it  would   be  obtained  on    the 
theory  of  tvo-thirds  being  paid  by  mer- 
chants and  others,  and  that  a  smaller  pro- 
r)rtion  would  be  paid  by  the  consumers, 
am  assuming  that  all  would  be  paid  by 
the  consumers,  and  I   challenge  contra- 
diction  when    I  say  that  the  utmost  it 
could  amount  to  per  unit  of  the  popula- 
tion per    day  would  be  the  very  large 
figure  of  one  half  of  a  farthing.     That  is 
called  a  mite,  and  I  am  not  sure  whether 
that  is  still  a  current  coin.     It  was  so  in 
former  davs.     That  would  l>e  the  result 
of  a  58.  duty  on  com.     I  think  I  have 
shown   the  House  that  it  would  be  in- 
finitesimal.     It  would  amount  to  seven- 
eighths  of  a  penny  per  week  per  unit  of 
the    population,   or   3s.    9id.   per    year. 
My  object  in  referring  to  this  is  to  show 
that   the   right  hon.   Gentleman  or    his 
successors  will  some  day  or  other  have  to 
face  something  in  the  way  of  old  age  pen- 
sions.    Someone  will    have  to  do  that. 
Perhaps  my  right  hon.  friend  is  not  him- 
self prepared  to  face  that  question.     I 
don't  know  whether  he  is  or  not.  Any  step 
taken  by  Parliament  in  the  direction  of 
old  age  pensions  would  be  sheer  socialism 
unless     it    was    accompanied    by    some 
financial   provision   ensuring   that    every 
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person  deriving  the  benefit  of  snch  a 
system  should  personally  eontii'oute  sub- 
stantially towards  that  emolument.  There- 
fore I  think  we  should  not  overlook  the 
iact  that  on  so  very  modest  a  contribution 
as  I  have  mentioned  we  could  obtain 
twelve  millions  almost  unknown  and  un- 
observed from  the  taxpayers  of  this 
•country.  With  regard  to  the  particular 
Budget  now  before  us,  my  right  hon. 
friend  has  steered  clear,  as  he  tells  us,  of 
novelties  and  of  new  taxes  in  addition  to 
those  w^hich  already  lay  to  his  hand.  I 
suppose  it  would  be  almost  useless  calling 
the  attention  of  the  House  to  the  fact 
that  the  moment  was  singularly  appro- 
priate for  meeting  the  wishes  which  have 
been  so  loudly  expressed  in  Parliament  of 
the  great  self-governing  colonies  that 
steps  should  be  taken  in  the  direction  of 
-establishing  preferential  trading  among 
the  various  elements  of  the  Empire.  The 
Ottawa  conference  showed  that  that  was 
practically  the  unanimous  opinion  of  the 
self-governing  colonies  of  the  Empire. 
Only  the  other  day — and  doul>tless  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  s  attention  was 
-called  to  it — a  suggestion  emanated  from 
Canada — the  self-governing  colony  which 
has  come  forward  so  gallantly  at  a  period 
of  our  national  difficulties — that  some 
Imperial  tax  should  be  instituted  which 
should  be  in  operation  throughout  the 
Empire  as  a  contribution  towards  Imperial 
defence.  That,  I  think,  was  an  impost 
which  my  right  hon.  friend  might  not  in- 
appropriately have  had  recourse  to  in  the 
present  emergency  in  which  the  colonies 
and  ourselves  are  placed,  but,  unfortu- 
iiately,  so  far  as  this  Budget  is  concerned 
it  is  crying  over  spilt  milk  to  refer  to  it 
any  more.  I  hope  that  my  right  hon. 
friend  will  realise  that  in  order  to  main- 
tain our  financial  system  he  must  make 
up  his  mind  to  depart  from  the  present 
narrow  basis,  which  is  absolutely 'inade- 
quate to  meet  the  growing  requirements 
of  the  present  day.  Of  course,  Mr.  Hume, 
Mr.  Bright,  and  all  the  great  economists  of 
the  day,  acting  in  conjunction  with  other 
politicians,  founded  the  doctrine  of  peace, 
retrenchment,  and  reform.  They  dis- 
<50uraged  armaments,  and  they  practically 
advocated  the  giving  up  of  the  policy  of 
raising  the  strength  of  the  Army.  They, 
at  any  rate,  had  system  in  endeavouring 
to  bring  down  expenditure  to  the 
narrow  limits  to  which  they  thought 
our  taxation  ought  to  be  reduced. 
But     that     is      not     the      policy     of 
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my  right  hon.  friend.  He  advocates 
an  increase  of  expenditure,  and  very 
properly  advocatts  it.  All  parties  in  this 
House  are  agreed  that  if  you  increase  ex- 
penditure you  ought,  as  a  matter  of  duty, 
to  consider  whether  you  are  prepared  to 
supply  the  sinews  of  war  whereby  the 
sixty  millions  may  be  met.  It  is  always 
argued  that  the  existing  fiscal  system  of 
this  country  is  perfect,  that  it  is  against 
our  best  financial  principles  to  entertain 
any  suggestion  which  aims  at  increasing 
the  limits  and  expanding  the  sources 
whence  we  derive  our  revenue.  That  is 
a  very  hopeless  position.  I  shall  be  told 
that  I  have  advocated  nothing  but  the  im- 
position of  taxation.  I  have  by  no  means 
exhausted  the  possible  resources  of  taxa- 
tion. There  are  foreign  manufactured 
goods,  taxation  on  whicn  no  one  can  say 
would  interfere  with  the  food  of  the 
people,  and  there  are  other  items  which 
one  would  have  thought  would  occur  to 
any  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  who 
desired  to  extend  the  resources  of  taxa- 
tion. While  condemning  most  heartily  the 
narrow  limits  within  which  the  Budget 
is  framed,  I  hope  my  right  hon.  friend 
will  not  take  amiss  my  suggestion  that  in 
view  of  the  admitted  fact  that  our  expen- 
diture is  continually  and  systematically 
increasing,  and  that  all  parties  are  united 
for  the  purpose  not  of  curtailing,  but  of 
increasing  that  expenditure — [Opposition 
cries  of  "  No,  no  !  "] — some  material 
alteration  must  be  made  in  our  financial 
system  in  order  to  meet  the  requirements 
of  the  country. 

*SiR  WILLIAM  HARCOURT  (Mon- 
mouthshire, W.) :  Although  we  have  a 
nice  quiet  House,  apparently,  with  plenty 
of  leisure,  I  do  not  thiiik  I  need  devote  a 
great  deal  of  time  to  arguing  against  my 
right  hon.  friend's  proposal  of  a  5s.  duty 
on  corn. 

Mr.  JAMES  LOWTHER:  I  beg 
pardon  ;  my  right  hon.  friend  quite 
misunderstood  me.  Five  shillings  would 
be  a  miserable  sum.  I  advocated  a  sliding 
scale  which,  taking  wheat  at  408.,  would 
keep  it  up  to  that  price.  Five  shillings 
would  be  no  good  whatever. 

*SiR  WILLIAM  HARCOURT:  That 
is  worse  even  than  I  supposed.  I  will 
not  deal  further  with  the  subject.  Per- 
haps when  the  present  President  of 
the   Local  Government  Board    occupies 
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the  position  of  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer, the  proposal  may  become  a 
serious  matter  for  this  House  and  for 
the  country,  hut  not  till  then.  Nor 
will  I  enlarge  upon  the  heresy  which, 
with  all  respect  to  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man, we  all  regard  as  a  leading  heresy  in 
economical  questions,  and  which  has 
received  a  new  recruit  in  my  hon.  friend 
the  Member  for  Plymouth.  Of  all  finan- 
cial heresies  I  believe  the  greatest  to  be 
the  idea  that  you  ought  to  levy  taxes 
upon  the  largest  possible  number  of 
articles.  That  was  what  my  right  hon. 
friend  called  one  of  those  "  preconceived 
ideas."  I  would  point  out  that  the 
revenue  of  this  country,  which  sixty 
years  ago  stood  .at  about  £50,000,000, 
has  now  reached  £125,000,000,  a  result 
achieved  by  exactly  the  opposite  policy. 
In  those  days  almost  everything  possible 
was  taxed.  To-day,  the  fewest  subjects 
possible  are  taxed.  The  history  of  that  is 
that  when  you  put  taxes,  however  small, 
upon  a  commodity  you  make  it  dearer; 
you  make  the  manufacture  of  it  more 
difficult ;  the  trade  in  it  less  profitable ; 
you  make  it  less  accessible  to  the  popula- 
tion ;  and  the  people  who  consume  that 
commodity  save  less  money  and  add  less 
to  the  wealth  of  the  country.  That  is 
the  whole  history  of  it. 

Mr.  JAMES  LOWTHER :  Does  that 
argument  apply  to  the  death  duties  1 

*SiR  WILLIAM  HARCOURT :  I  will 
deal  with  death  duties  presently.  That  is 
one  of  the  few  things  which  are  as  certain 
as  that  from  which  it  derives  its  name.  I 
really  ought  to  ask  the  pardon  of  my 
hon.  friend  behind  me  for  the  exclamation 
which  escaped  me  when  he  quoted  Mr. 
Gladstone,  and  he  said  he  shared  in  this 
heresy.  Of  all  the  preachers  against  this 
heresy  my  right  hon.  friend  was  the  most 
earnest  and  consistent,  and  if  the  hon. 
Member  would  look  at  the  speeches  he 
made  when  the  idea  was  suggested  by 
Sir  George  Comewall  Lewis  after  the 
Crimean  War,  he  would  be  satisfied  as  to 
the  views  of  Mr.  Gladstone  on  that  sub- 
ject. One  of  the  great  objects  secured  hy 
the  commercial  Treaty  with  France  in  1860 
was  the  abolition  of  taxes  on  an  infinite 
number  of  commodities.  But  I  will  not 
enlarge  upon  this  point,  because  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  is  perfectly 
sound  on  the  subject,  and  there  is 
no   process    so    unprofitable   as   that   of 


preaching    to    those    M'ho    are    already 
converted.      My   right   hon.    friend    the 
Member  for  Thanet   has  said   that   this 
enormous   increase  of   your   expenditure 
may   become   a    very    serious    question. 
Yes,  indeed  it  may.     It  may  drive  you  to 
tax  commodities  of  every  kind  as  they 
were   taxed   by   Mr.    Pitt   in   the   great 
French  War.     Is  that  going  to  improve 
your  financial  position  ?     Is  that  going  to 
improve  the  condition  of   your  people  T 
What  was  the  history  of  the  people  of 
this   country    from    the     conclusion    of 
peace   in    1815   when   the   great  weight 
of     taxation     fell      upon     the     masses; 
of    the    people?     From    1815    to   184a 
the  people  of   this  country  were    in   a 
miserable  condition,  owing  to  the  intoler- 
able weight  of  taxation.     In  1840,  before 
the    income    tax    was  '  imposed,    about 
£50,000,000  was  raised  from  taxation,  of 
which  £41,000,000  was  raised  upon  that 
which  was  not  property.     That  was  tho 
condition  of  the  taxation  of  this  country 
at  that  period.  Even  so  far  down  as  1860^ 
the  proportion  was  only  about  £15,000,000 
out  of  the  £50,000,000  raised.     With  the 
splendid  revenue    you  possess,  are  you 
going    to    reverse    the    principles  upon 
which  it  has  been  built  up  1      I  imagine 
the  House  of  Commons  is  not  going  to 
commit  any  folly  of  the  kind,     fiut,  as  I 
say,  with  the  expenditure  going  on  at  its 
present  rate,  you  may  be  driven  to  false 
finance,  and   then  you   will   do   infinite- 
injury  to  the  people  of  this  country,  and 
especially  to  the  humbler  classes,  who  are 
dependent  for  their  existence  on  the  wages 
of  labour.      But  my  principal  reason  for 
addressing  the  House  to-night  is  that  I 
desire  at  this  stage — which  is  the  proper 
occasion  for  re\'iewing  the  financial  condi- 
tion of  the  country  generally — to  place  be- 
fore the  House  what  I  think  may  be  useful 
— a  view  of  the  distinction  between  the  war 
Budget  of  to-dayand  what  would  have  been 
a  peace  Budget.  The  figures  are  veiy  few. 
At  this  time  last  year  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exche(iuer  estimated  the  revenue  at 
£1 1 1,000,000.  He  was  not  able  a  few  days. 
'  ago  to  give  us  the  exact  result,  as  the 
I  financial  year  has  not  yet  concluded,  Imt  he 
I  has  put  it  at  £16,000*^000,  or  £5,000,000 
beyond  his  expectation.      I  do  not  wish 
to  reproach    the  Chancellor  of   the   Ex- 
chequer with  that  fact,  but  I  do  remember 
that  on  the  occasion  of  his  first  Budget,  five 
years  ago,  he  reproached  me  with  having 
left  him  a  surplus  of  £5,000,000  which  he 
said  was  a  discredit,  saying  that  it  showed 
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bad  calculation  on  my  part,  and  that  the 
duty  of  a  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
was  to  make  accurate  prognostications  of 
revenue  and  of  expenditure. 

Sir  M.  hicks  BEACH :  But  I  have 
stood  in  a  white  sheet  myself. 

*SiR  WnXIAM  HARCOURT:  I 
have  no  more  to  say— a  white  sheet 
is  always  a  becoming  garment.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  has  had  the  advan- 
tage of  successive  surpluses  and  of 
successive  miscalculations,  but  I  never 
complain  of  a  miscalculation  when  it  ends 
with  a  balance  on  the  right  side.  It  is 
<iuite  true  it  i.s  becoming  impossible  to 
■calculate  correctly  the  growing  wealth  of 
the  country  and  the  growing  produc- 
tiveness of  the  revenue.  There  is  only 
one  thing  that  exceeds  it,  and  that  is  the 
incalculable  growth  of  the  expenditure. 
That  is  a  fact,  and  I  daresay  when  the 
•Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  gives  us,  as 
he  has  promised  to  do,  the  accurate 
figures  of  the  revenue  of  this  year,  the 
amount  will  exceed  the  £116,000,000 
.at  which  he  has  put  it.  The 
estimated  expenditure  he  took  at 
nearly  the  same  figure,  with  a  very 
narrow  margin  — £111,000,000.  The 
actual  expenditure,  as  given  by  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  other  day,  apart 
from  the  war  expenditure,  was 
£110,500,000.  Therefore,  his  peace 
expenditure  was  half  a  million  sterling 
below  his  estimate,  with  the  consequence 
that,  but  for  the  war,  he  would  have  had 
a  surphis  of  £5,500,000  according  to  that 
estimate,  and  I  think  I  have  his  consent 
in  saying  that  the  surplus  will  really  turn 
out  to  be  considerably  more  than  that 
sum — that  is  to  say,  the  revenue  will  be 
more  than  £116,000,000;  That  was 
the  very  favourable  position  in  which 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  would 
have  found  himself,  and  I  would  direct 
the  attention  of  the  House  to  what  would 
have  been  to  this  country  the  result  of 
such  a  condition  of  things.  First  of  all 
41S  regards  the  National  Debt,  and  then  as 
regards  taxation.  The  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  has  given  us  what  is  the  increased 
Debt  account  with  which  he  has  to  deal, 
showing  in  all  an  increase  of  £43,000,000. 
He  has  provided  for  that  by  the  War 
Loan  Bill  £35,000,000,  and  Treasury 
bills  already  granted  £8,000,000.  But 
that  is  not  the  entire  view  of  the  case. 
You  must  remember  that  his  surplus  of 

•  Sir  IFiUlatii  Harcourf, 


£5,500,000 — or,  as  it  is  likely  to  turn  out, 
nearly  £7,000,000 — would  have  gone  in 
a  peace  Budget  by  legislation  to  the  re- 
duction of  the  Debt  under  the  head  of  the 
old  Sinking  Fund.  But  more  than  that, 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  proposes  to 
suspend  the  Terminable  Annuities  next 
year  to  the  amount  of  £4,600,000,  which 
in  time  of  peace  would  have  been  appro- 
priated to  liquidation  of  debt.  If  yon 
add  the  Terminable  Annuities  and  the 
surplus  together,  and  put  the  surplus 
at  least  at  £6,000,000,  you  will  find  the 
sum  which,  if  this  had  been  a  peace  Budget, 
would  have  gone  to  the  diminution  of  the 
Debt  would  have  been  at  the  very  least 
£10,000,000,  and  probably  £12,000,000. 
Therefore,  upon  this  war  Budget  as  com- 
pared with  a  peace  Budget  we  stand  upon 
the  Debt  account  at  least  £53,000,000  to 
the  bad,  even  assuming  that  we  have  pro- 
rided  for  all  the  expenditure  that  will 
take  place.  I  compare  that  with  the 
situation  in  which  the  country  was  left  at 
the  close  of  the  Crimean  War.  The 
figures  show  that  at  the  present  time  we 
are  £20,000,000  worse  off  than  at  the 
winding-up  of  the  Crimean  War,  when, 
after  a  contest  of  two  years,  the  sum 
added  to  the  Debt  was  £32,000,000. 
That  is  a  contrast  which  is  deserving 
of  the  attention  of  the  House.  I  pass 
now  to  the  question  of  taxation  ;  and  how 
do  I  find  we  stand  in  a  war  as  compared 
with  a  peace  Budget  1  The  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  estimated  the  revenue 
for  next  year  at  £116,900,000,  or  an  in- 
crease of  about  £1,000,000  over  the  pro- 
ceeds of  this  year.  I  do  not  know  whether 
he  proposes  to  diminish  the  amount  by 
drafts  made  in  anticipation  of  revenue, 
but  I  think  he  is  generally  the  reverse  of 
sanguine  in  his  estimates,  and  might  well 
calculate  upon  something  more.  I  would 
add  £1,500,000  to  the  expenditure  of 
£110,500,000  last  year,  to  meet  the  nor- 
mal increase  in  expenditure,  and  taking 
these  figures  you  would  have  upon  a  peace 
Budget  an  estimated  revenue  of,  say, 
£1 17,000,000  and  an  estimated  expendi- 
ture of  £112,000,000,  and  that  would 
have  given  you  an  estimated  Budget 
surplus  of  £5,000,000,  which  would 
have  been  available  ,for  the  reduction 
of  taxation  ;  and  I  can  hardly  believe 
that  after  five  years  of  enormous  pros- 
perity and  accumulation  of  surpluses  the 
time  would  not  have  arrived  when  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  in  posses- 
sion of  a  sui'plus  of  £5,000,000,  would 
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not  have  addressed  himself  to  the  reduc- 
tion of  taxation  at  large.  Five  millions 
would  have  enabled  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man to  make  a  sensible  decrease  in  the 
income  tax,  to  diminish  instead  of  increas- 
ing the  tea  duties,  and,  in  fact,  to  give  sen- 
sible relief  to  the  taxation  of  the  people. 
Instead  of  that  you  have  increased  taxa- 
tion by  upwards  of  £14,000,000,  includ- 
ing the  arrears  of  the  increased  income 
tax.  I  add  to  that,  on  the  same  principle 
which  I  applied  to  the  terminable  annui- 
ties, the  £5,000,000  which  might  have 
come  in  diminution  of  taxation,  and  I 
say  that  in  the  place  of  a  diminution  of 
taxation  of  X5,000,0i»0  you  have  an  in- 
creased taxation  of  £14,000,000.  So 
that  on  the  head  of  taxation  we  are 
£19,000,000  worse  off  than  we  should 
have  been  on  a  peace  Budget.  That 
seems  to  me  a  very  serioas  matter  which 
ileserves  the  attention  of  the  House.  I 
<lo  not  know  that,  in  the  face  of  this 
enormous  expenditure,  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  could  have  done  better. 
That  I  have  already  frankly  admitted, 
and  I  do  not  think  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man or  his  friends  will  ever  say  that  I 
have  been  a  capti4>us  critic  of  my  suc- 
cessor. I  have  always  rejoiced  in  the 
prosperity  of  his  Kevenue,  and  ap- 
proved of  the  principles  on  which  he 
has  proceeded — with  one  exception, 
namely,  when  he  struck  £2,000,000  off 
the  Sinking  Fund.  If  he  had  not  struck 
that  £2,000,000  off  the  Sinking  Fund, 
imitating  the  bad  example  of  nis  pre- 
decessor, the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty, 
he  would  now  have  had  a  far  larger  sum 
in  the  war  chest  with  which  to  meet 
his  expenditure.  We  have  said  what 
we  had  to  say  upon  that  subject,  and 
I  hope  that  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer will  sts^id  again  in  a  white  sheet. 
There  is  one  thing  which  I  would  like  to 
ask  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.  I 
cannot  find  anywhere  in  the  right  hon. 
<Tentleman*8  speech  or  in  his  tables  any 
provision  for  the  payment  in  the  coming 
year  of  the  interest  upon  the  war  loan. 

Sir  M.  hicks  BEACH :  I  have  in- 
eluded  that  in  the  £35,000,000. 

*SiR  WILLIAM  HARCOURT:  Oh, 
in  the  £35,000,000  !  But,  siu-ely,  when 
you  raise  a  loan  you  ought  not  in  the 
interest  of  sound  finance  to  mix  the  pay- 
ment of  interest  up  in  a  hypothetical 
margin.     Who  ever  heard  of  providing 


the  interest  of  the  debt  out  of  the  loan  by 
which  that  debt  is  created  ?  What  sort 
of  finance  is  this  1  It  ought  to  appear  in 
your  table  as  being  in  addition  to  the  sum 
provided  in  the  fixed  charge,  or  at  least  as 
an  item  of  the  Consolidated  Fund  charge. 
It  ought  to  be  added  to  the  charge 
for  the  National  Debt,  which  you  have 
reduced  to  £23,000,000,  and  which  you 
have  increased  by  this  loan  to  £24,000,000, 
or  something  more.  I  turn  now  to  the 
death  duties,  and  I  see  sitting  opposite  to 
me  the  hon.  Member  for  King's  Lynn. 
There  ih  a  process  known  in  the  Church 
of  Rome  as  canonisation,  in  which  it  is 
thought  necessary,  in  oixler  that  all  the 
defects  and  offences  of  the  person  it  is 
proposed  to  canonise  should  be  properly 
presented,  that  an  officer  known  as  the 
avvocato  del  diavolo  should  be  present.  The 
hon.  Member  fulfils  that  part  to  perfec- 
tion in  pointing  out  the  defects,  real 
or  imaeinary,  in  the  death  duties.  The 
hon.  Alember  for  the  Woodbridge  Division 
of  Suffolk  is  more  limited  in  his  opposition 
to  the  duties,  because  he  only  attacks  them 
in  the  interest  of  one  class — the  land- 
owners— while  my  hon.  friend  the  Mem- 
ber for  King's  Lynn  objects  to  them 
universally  on  principle.  I  have  always 
been  willing  to  say  very  frankly  that  in 
dealing  with  so  composite  and  large  a 
question  errors  may  have  occurred,  and 
no  one  would  be  more  pleased  than  I 
should  be  to  see  them  properly  corrected. 
One  objection  to  the  duties  taken  by  the 
hon.  Member  for  King's  Lynn  was  that 
they  were  difficult  to  calculate.  All  taxes 
are  difficult  to  calculate,  but  this  parti- 
cular tax  is  remarkable,  because  it  always 
exceeds  the  calculation  made.  At  the 
time  the  death  duties  were  passed  in 
1894,  with  the  able  assistance  of  my 
friend  Sir  Alfred  Milner,  the  calcula- 
tion I  made  was  that  the  result  of  the 
new  duties  would  not  be  less  than  an 
addition  of  £3,500,000  to  the  existing 
yield.  In  that  year  the  death  duties 
brought  in  £10,000,000,  and  our  calcu- 
lation was  that  the  future  yield 
would  be  £13,500,000,  and  might  pos- 
sibly go  as  high  as  £14,000,000. 
But  £14,000,000  was  the  outside  of  the 
ultimate  yield  we  expected,  though  it 
would  not  be  available  for  several 
years ;  £3,500,000  was  the  figure  at 
which  we  thought  it  safe  to  fix  the 
final  increase.  But  to-day  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  estimates  the  death 
duties  at  £17,500,000;  and  the  result, 
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therefore,  is  that  they  have  yielded  in  fixe 
years  more  than  double  the  £3,500,000  at 
which  we  put  the  increase.  To  what  has 
that  been  due  ?  It  has  l>een  due  to  the 
undiscovered  and  incalculable  wealth  of 
this  country.  People  talk  about  million- 
aires. My  hon.  friend  the  Member  for 
King's  Lynn  declared  that  under  our 
legislation  millionaires  would  be  abolished 
and  would  no  longer  exist.  No,  Sir,  we 
have  not  abolished  millionaires  bv  that 
legislation.  What  we  did  was  to  discover 
millionaires  who  never  would  have  been 
found  out  but  for  our  process  of  aggrega- 
tion, because  instead  of  treating  a  man 
possessed  of  a  million  as  if  we  were 
only  possessed  of  smaller  sums  in  hun- 
dreds and  thousands  of  pounds,  wc 
got  the  larger  share  from  what  was 
in  fact  a  larger  fortune.  I  was  a 
little  sorry  to  hear  the  tone  in  which 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  spoke 
of  the  author  of  the  recent  windfall 
under  the  death  duties,  because  you  ought 
not  to  look  a  dead  millionaire  in  the 
mouth.  An  hon.  Member  who  sits  for 
the  City  of  London  said  the  other  day 
that  capitalists  were  a  necessary  evil. 
That  is  not  my  financial  view  of  them  at 
all.  I  look  upon  them  as  an  indis- 
pensable good.  I  rejoice  in  their  exist- 
•ence  and  I  am  .consoled  in  their  death. 
No  doubt,  as  in  the  case  of  all  taxation  so 
in  the  case  of  the  death  duties,  there  are 
a  number  of  people  who  are  always  devis- 
ing some  method  of  evasion.  The  great 
preacher  of  evasion  is  the  hon.  Member 
for  King's  Lynn. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  (Lynn  Regis)  : 
That  is  not  true.  It  is  absolutely  contrary 
to  the  fact.  What  I  have  preached  is 
avoidance.  I  have  always  reprobated 
evasion.  Avoidance,  as  I  have  defined  it, 
is  to  do  what  is  permitted  by  the  Act  to 
escape  the  duty.  Evasion  is  to  do  what  is 
prohibited  by  the  Act. 

*SiR  WILLIAM  HARCOURT :  I  will 
accept  the  explanation  of  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man. When  I  was  at  the  Bar  there  used 
to  be  a  plea  of  the  special  pleaders  called 
"  a  plea  of  confession  and  avoidance,"  and 
it  is  a  plea  of  that  character  the  hon. 
Gentleman  has  put  forward.  But  I  will 
accept  the  word  "  avoidance."  If  the 
hon.  Member  for  King's  Lynn  preaches 
avoidance,  the  successful  practitioner  of 
avoidance  is  the  hon.  Member  for  the 
Woodbridge  Division  of  Suffolk,  who  has 
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fathered  some  amendments  which  may 
result  in  avoidance  in  favour  of  the  class  he 
represents.  I  cannot  say  that  I  wish  him 
success  in  his  efforts.  The  great  difl5culty 
in  our  way  in  this  matter  is  the  difficulty 
of  dealing  with  settled  property.  All  other 
property  is  quite  simple  ;  but  settled  pro- 
perty is  surrounded  by  legal  complication. 
One  of  the  great  difficulties  we  have  had 
was  in  connection  with  the  accidental 
omission  of  the  clause  in  the  Succession 
Duties  Bill,  which  would  have  obviated 
the  errors  which  have  occurred.  I  am 
delighted  to  have  an  opportunity  of  offer- 
ing my  thanks  to  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  for  Haddington,  who  has  publicly 
claimed  the  authorship  of  clause  2  of  that 
Bill,  and  if  it  has  not  fulfilled  all  his  expec- 
tations it  must  be  remembered  that  this 
question  of  settlement  is  necessarily  a  diffi- 
cult one.  We  endeavoured,  by  giving  the 
immense  advantage  to  settled  property 
that  it  should  only  pay  once  upon  all  the 
lives  included  in  the  settlement,  to 
meet  a  great  part  of  the  diffi- 
culty ;  and  in  order  to  com- 
pensate for  that  advantage,  we  thought 
it  necessary  to  make  an  additional  charge  of 
one  per  cent.  But  I  am  now  convinced  that 
settled  property  at  present  enjoys  a  great 
and  exceptional  advantage  to  which  it  is  not 
entitled — that  the  accumulation  of  lives 
and  the  one  simple  payment  upon  them  is 
not  compensated  for  by  the  one  per  cent, 
extra  charge,  and  if  there  is  to  be  any 
change  in  that  matter  it  certainly  ought 
not  to  be  in  favour  of  settled  property, 
which  already  enjoys  advantages  to  which 
it  is  not  entitled.  That,  at  all  events,  is 
the  result  of  my  experience.  Therefore,  I 
am  glad  that  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer proposes  in  the  Finance  Bill  to 
place  settled  property  on  the  same  footing 
as  other  property  in  respect  of  the  limit 
of  twelve  months  before  the  decease  of 
the  party  making  the  alteration.  The 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  was  good 
enough  to  say  that  he  acknowledged  the 
advantages  given  in  the  Budget  of  1894 
to  the  landed  interest  as  regards  what 
was  done  in  respect  of  Schedule  A  for 
their  benefit.  It  is  agreeable  in  these  times 
to  have  even  one  of  the  many  who  were 
benefited  return  to  give  thanks,  and  the 
views  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
are  not  the  less  pleasant  because  they  are 
unique.  The  new  Estate  Duty,  as  everyone 
must  admit,  has  given  a  revenue  which  is 
of  great  use  to  the  country  at  this  crisis ; 
and  it  has  yielded  twice  as  much  as  was 
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expected,  in  curious  contrast  to  the  suc- 
cession duty  of  1853,  which  tax  did  not 
jield  one  half  what  was   expected,   and 
never  yielded  the  whole  of  what  was  cal- 
•culated  because  at  that  time  life  interests 
introduced     such    a    drawback    that    it 
was  not  until  we  dealt  with  the  matter 
^part  from  that  obstacle  that  we  were 
^ble  to  put  the  duties  on  a  footing  that 
'enabled  us  to  derive  a  solid  revenue  from 
them.     I  know  an  objection  is  made  to 
the   tax  on    the    ground   that   it    is  a 
tax  upon  capital.     That  might  have  been 
true  at  a  time  when,  after  the  great  war, 
there  was  a  great  deficiency  of  capital  in 
*his  country.      But  there  is  no  deficiency 
of  capital  in    this    country  now,    as  is 
proved    by   the    number    of    companies 
;doated  every  day,   and  the   amount  of 
^capital  invested  abroad  for  unremunera- 
tive  purposes,  and  it  is  not  a  bad  thing 
;that  out  of  the  hundreds  of  millions  ster- 
ling wasted  in  that  manner,  this  country 
should  derive  a  few  millions  in  the  form 
«of    taxation ;    and    there    is    no   reason 
whatever    to    think    that    the    removal 
of  that  capital   has  any  injurious  effect 
4ipon  labour  in  this  country.      One  more 
remark  upon  the  death  duties.     It  is  gene- 
rally supposed  that  they  weigh   dispro- 
portionately heavily  upon  real  property. 
But  the  amount  levied  upon  real  property 
is  extremely  small.     If  you  look  at  the 
last  return  of  the  Inland  Revenue  you  will 
£nd  that  the  amount  levied  upon  land  is 
-an  insignificant  portion  of  the  ^17,500,000 
yielded  by  the  death  duties.     The  aggre- 
^te  has  been  raised  by  £7,000,000,  but 
A  great  deal  of  that  has  been  diverted  to 
the  local  taxation  account  as  a  su1>sidy 
for  the  rates.     Then  there  is  the  beer 
-duty.     I  find  that  among  my  friends  the 
brewers  the  beer  duty  is  now  met  with 
Kjurses  not  loud  but  deep.     In  ray  time 
they  were  not  only  deep  but  very  loud. 
In  1894,  I  rememl>er,  my  hon.  friend  the 
Member  for  Wimbledon  was  most  anxious 
to  assure  the  House  that  it  was  not  the 
duty   on  beer  he  objected  to,  but  that 
what  he  was  rcall}''  solicitous  alK>ut  was 
the  terrible  effect  the  6d.  a  Imrrel  would 
have  on  the  price  of  barley.     ^Xe  were 
told  that  we  were  ruining  the  agricultural 
interest.     I  do  not  remember  exactly  the 
figure  which  the  present  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  said  that  6d.  a  barrel  would 
inflict   in   the   way   of   taxation  upon   a 
quarter  of  barley,  but  I  know  the  agri- 
cultural interest  rose  in  flocks  to  declare 
that  6d.  on   a  barrel  of   beer  would  be 
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ruinous  to  barley — that  it  would  amount 
to  a  tax  of  2s.  a  quarter. 

Sir     M.    HICKS    BEACH :   I  never 
said  so. 

*SiR  WILLIAM  HARCOURT :  No,  I 
think  you  were  too  discreet.  I  did  not 
enjoy  a  majority  of  one  himdred  and  fifty. 
I  could  only  boast  of  about  fdurteen. 
But  I  was  overwhelmed  with  the  wrath 
of  the  ruined  agricultural  interest, 
which,  I  was  told,  would  be  de- 
stroyed, especially  in  the  eastern 
counties.  I  should  like  to  know  now  at 
what  exact  figure  hon.  Gentlemen  put  the 
shilling  on  a  barrel  of  beer  converted  into 
a  tax  upon  barley  in  the  form  of  malt  ] 
It  ought,  according  to  the  traditions  of 
that  time,  to  represent  a  tax  of  4s.  on  a 
quarter  of  barley.  But  a  Unionist  Go- 
vernment is  now  in  power,  and  they  have 
become  more  patient,  and  the  ruined 
agricultural  interest  is,  at  all  events, 
silent  to-night.  (Laughter.)  I  should  be 
very  glad  to  know — and  I  am  speaking 
verj^  seriously  now — ^that  the  agricultural 
interest  is  in  a  less  disastrous  condition 
than  it  was  in  1894. 

Captain  PRETYM AN  (Suffolk,  Wood- 
bridge) :  Very  little. 

*SiR  WILLIAM  HARCOURT :  Then 
what  is  going  to  happen  to  the  barley  ?  I 
will  put  it,  then,  that  the  more  cheerful, 
the  moderately  cheerful,  condition  of  the 
agricultural  interest  on  the  subject  of  the 
beer  duties  is  extremely  satisfactory.  It 
is  one  of  the  advantages  of  the 
change  of  Governments  in  this  country — 
and  we  hear  a  great  deal  about  party 
Government  now  that  you  shunt  a  great 
deal  of  nonsense.  The  Protectionist 
Party,  that  has  gone ;  the  party  of  a  tax 
on  malt,  that  has  gone  now,  and  there 
are  manv  other  fallacies  of  different 
kinds  that  were  got  rid  of  in  this  manner. 
And,  no  doubt,  it  is  very  satisfactory  that 
we  do  not  hear  to-night  the  sort  of  argu- 
ments against  the  beer  duty  that  we  have 
heard  on  previous  occasions.  There  is 
no  form  of  taxation  that  is  satisfactory  to 
Gentlemen  opposite.  The  death  duties 
were  anathema  ;  the  beer  duty  was 
destructive  of  the  agricultural  interest, 
and  the  spirit  duty — well,  that  was  worse 
than  all.  But  now,  when  similar  condi- 
tions arise  to  those  of  1894,  and  there  is 
a  call  made  for  money  for  the  defence  of 
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the  country  as  it  was  then,  the  Unionist  j  the  discovery  of  more  objects  of  taxation, 
party  have  dispelled  their  prejudices  and  ,  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  is  in  favour  of 
they  are  willing  to  accede  to  that  which  piling  up  our  taxation  on  its  present 
they  rejected  before.  On  the  whole,  I  do  objects,  and  that  he  regards  as  sound 
not  greatly  criticise  the  proposals  of   the  '  finance. 

Chancellor  of  the   Exchequer.      For  my- 1  r^iTATiTT-ci    tatf  i-t-    /^i 

self,  I  think  he  might  have  raised  a  little  1    *>»IR  CHARLES    DILkE   (Gloucester- 
more  by  taxation.     I  am  not  sure  it  has    ^hire,  forest  of  Dean) :  Hear,  hear  ! 
not  yet  to  come.      We  are  not  at  the  end  I      ^[^    GIBSON   BOWLES  :  I   am  glad 
of  our  expenditure.     I  hope  we  are  not ,  ^.^ere  is  one  amongst  the  party  opposite 
going,  in  the  future    to  depend  entirely  ^j^^  g  ^.j^j,  ^^   right  hon.  Gentle- 

iipon  borrowing.  If  you  are  not,  then  ^^^^  ^he  right  hon.  Gentleman  accuses 
you    are   going   to   have  more  taxation.  !  ^^  .,^^,1  ^^  ^^^  ^,^^     jj^^^  ^^^^^  ^^^ 

Everything  tends,  so  far  as  I  can  see,  in  :  Member  for  the  Woodbridge  Di>'isioi.  of 
Gentleinen  opposite-and  I  cannot  answer  I  s^ff^jk  of  being  in  partne^hip  as  devil's 
for  everybody  on  this  side  of  the  House  ,  advocates.  Our  partnership  is  a  limited 
-to  encourage  all  those  ideas,  all  those  ^  ^ne,  but  undoubtedly  we  are  to  some  ex- 
dispositions  which  are  entirely  m  favour  ,  ^ent,  though  on  different  lines,  devil's 
of  increased  expenditure.  You  may  !  ^^^.^^^^^^^  in  pointing  out  the  defects- 
depend  upon  It,  whatever  you  may  say,  \  ^^e  numerous  and  awful  defects-of  the 
whatever  you  may  argue,  and  >yhatever  ,  ^j  ^t  hon.  Gentleman's  Act.  No  doubt 
naay  be  the  basis  of  your  taxation,  that ,  ^^^  ^.  j^^  hon.  Gentleman  expects  at  some 
this  increase  of  expenditure,  not  by  hun-  f^^^^^.^  ^^^^^  ^  ^  canonised  for  that  Act. 
dreds    of    thousands     but    by  tens     of ; 

millions,  year  after  year,  does,  and  must,  j    ♦Sir    WILLIAM    HARCOURT :  It  is 
pican  increased  taxation.     I  do  not  know  ,  canonised, 
whether  we  may  be  reduced  to  a  taxation 

which  is  unsound  in  its  principles,  by  ex-  Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  :  Then  if  it 
tending  it  to  all  commodities.  Most  i  is  canonised  it  ought  to  be  under  the 
Gentlemen  will  remember  the  cataloecue  title  of  the  "  Impenitent  Thief."  That  i& 
of  Sydney  Smith  of  the  commodities  that !  the  only  appropriate  name  I  can  think  of. 
used  to  be  taxed  until  it  reached  the  nails  |  The  rig:ht  hon.  Gentleman  talks  about 
in  the  coffin  of  the  pauper.  You  may  be  j  millionaires.  He  is  never  tired  of  boast- 
reduced  to  that  at  the  rate  you  are  j  ing  about  his  millionaires,  but  they  are^ 
running  into  expenditure.  I  hope  I  may  '  artificial  miliionaii-es,  whose  millions  do- 
not  see  that  day,  but  as  long  as  I  have  j  not  exist  and  do  not  pass.  The  right 
the  honour  of  a  seat  in  this  House,  I  shall  I  hon.  Gentleman  knows  as  well  as  I  do 
continue  to  raise  a  warning  voice  against  I  that  he  has  built  up  an  enormous  fabric 
the  inordinate  increase  of  the  expenditure    of  wealth  which  does  not  exist  except  for 


of  this  country. 

Mr.    GIBSON   BOWLES :  The  right 


the  purposes  of  the  Act,  a  consecrated 
phrase  which  indicates  a  thing  which 
does  not  exist.  These  millionaires,  though 


hon  Gentleman  has  drawn  a  true  picture  •  artificial  in  their  millions,  are  very  real 
of  what  is  in  prospect.  Undoubtedly,  '  in  their  deaths,  and  the  death  duties  them- 
we  have  to  look  for  a  vast  increase  in  our  selves  are  very  real,  but  when  the  right 
taxation,  and  I  should  have  thought  that  hon.  Gentleman  takes  credit  for  increasmg 
that  would  be  a  reason  why  we  should  give  I  the  number  of  millionaires,  I  wish  to 
some  consideration  to  our  system  of  taxa- '  point  out  that  they  are  merely  artificial, 
tion.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  is  quite  ,  Now  as  to  evasion,  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
content  that  this  country  should  go  on  !  man  has  "  evasion  "  on  the  brain,  and  I 
levying  a  larger  amount  in  customs  duties  sometimes  think  the  Chancellor  of  the 
than  is  levi^  by  any  other  country  in  Exchequer  has  caught  it  from  him.  They 
Europe.  He  is  consoled,  by  the  fact  that  are  always  talking  of  evading  the  death 
the  duties  are  few,  for  the  other  fact  that  duties.  Why,  if  you  listen  to  these  right 
they  are  outrageous.  The  Chancellor  of  hon.  Gentlemen,  a  man  evades  the  death 
the  Exchequer  agrees  with  him,  Init  in  duties  by  not  dying.  1  shall  next  expect 
doing  so  disagrees  with  the  First  Lord  to  hear  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
of  the  Admiralty  and  the  First  Lord  of    proposes    for    millionaires   the   methods 


the   Treasury,  because  both  these  right 
hon.      Gentlemen     have     appealed     for 

Sir  JrUliam  Harcourl. 


known  to  the  Italian  poisoners  in  order 
that  he  may  the  more  speedily  come  into 
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his  own.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  t  >ld 
us,  and  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
in  the  clause  he  proposes  tells  us,  that 
when  a  man  gets  rid  of  his  money  in  his 
life  time  and  does  not  leave  it  to  be  taxed 
at  his  death,  that  is  evasion. 

Sir  xM.  hicks  BEACH :  That  is  not 
my  clause. 

Mr,  GIBSON  BOWLES :  I  am  goine 
to  attempt  to  show  that  it  is.  First  of  all 
let  me  remark  that  there  is  here  no 
evasion.  When  I  asked  a  modest  ques- 
tion the  other  day  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man, by  the  mouth  of  his  acolyte  the 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  replied  that 
this  duty  was  no  new  duty  at  all,  but  was 
in  order  to  stop  the  evasion  of  the  existing 
duty.  *  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  talks  of 
death  being  certain ;  but  there  is  nothing 
so  uncertain  as  death.  It  sometimes 
comes  to  the  wrong  man  and  at  the  wrong 
time ;  to  the  son  first,  to  the  father  next, 
and  to  the  grandfather  last ;  and  that  con- 
stantly upsets  the  operation  of  the  death 
duties.  The  whole  argument  on  the  evasion 
of  the  Act  is  fallacious.  If  a  man  divests 
himself  of  his  property  during  his  life,  if 
he  gives  it  away  or  throws  it  away,  there 
is  no  evasion  of  the  Act.  There  may  be 
avoidance,  and  Mr.  Justice  Chitty  has 
expressed  a  very  clear  opinion  on  that 
point.  At  a  time  when  the  death  duties  have 
reached  an  amount  such  as  the  wildest 
dreams  and  imaginations  never  expected, 
it  is  the  height  of  cruelty  and  wanton- 
ness to  screw  up  the  Act,  to  close  the 
door  which  was  left  open  by  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  opposite,  and  to  impose 
an  entirely  new  duty.  What  does  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  propose  to  do  ? 
Clause  10  says  that — 

**  In  the  case  of  every  person  dying  after  the 
Slst  March,  1900,  property,  whether  real  or 
personal,  in  which  the  deceased  person  or  any 
other  person  had  an  estate  or  interest  limited 
toceaae  on  the  death  of  the  deceased  shall,  for 
the  purpose  of  the  Financ3  Act,  1894,  and  the 
Acts  amending  that  Act,  be  deemed  to  pass  on 
the  death  of  the  deceased,  notwithstanding 
that  that  estate  or  interest  has  been  sur- 
rendered, assured,  or  otherwise  disposed  of, 
whether  for  value  or  not,  to  or  for  the  benefit 
•f  any  person  entitled  to  an  estate  or  interest 
in  remainder  or  reversion  in  such  property, 
unless  that  surrender,  assurance,  or  disposition 
was  bona  fide  made  twelve  months  before  the 
death  of  the  deceased,  and  bona  fide  possession 
and  enjoyment  of  the  property  was  assumed 
thereunw,  immediately  upon  the  surrender, 
assurance,  or  disposition,  and  thence  forward 

*  9lh  March,  1900.  See  page  485  of  this 
Volume. 


retained  to  the  entire  exehision  of  the  j>erson 
making  the  same,  and  of  any  benefit  to  him 
l)V  contract  or  otherwise." 


I    J 


Well,  I  VLMiture  to  say,  as  the  Court  has 
decided,  that  this  is  a  tax  upofi  property 
which  does  not  pxss,  atid  has  not  existed 
to  pass.  I  thiiik  I  have  shown  that  this 
is  an  entirely  new  duty,  a  duty  which  the 
Courts  have  decided  was  not  imposed  by 
the  Act  of  1894. 

Sir  WILLIAM  HARCOURT  :  It  was 
imposed  on  all  unsettled  property. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES:  That  is 
so.  It  was  thought  to  be  imposed;  it 
was  perhaps  intended  to  be  imposed  by 
the  hon.  Member  who  drew  this  remark- 
able clause — ^a  clause  which  1  remember 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  justified  by 
explaining  that  if  the  clause  had  been 
intelligible  the  House  of  Commons  would 
never  have  been  expected  to  pass  it.  I 
say  this  is  a  new  death  duty,  and  when  I 
remember  the  fervour  with  which  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman,  the  present 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  pleaded  for 
the  interest  of  property,  I  am  astonished 
that  he  should  dare  to  impose  in  the  year 
of  the  largest  returns  from  death  duties, 
a  death  duty  of  his  own.  I  recognise  that 
Clause  12  is  unauestionably  desirable  to 
get  rid  of  a  small  defect  in  the  principal 
Act,  but  in  regard  to  Clause  11  the 
case  is  quite  different.  As  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  knows,  and  as  everybody  who 
has  studied  the  Act  knows,  the  great 
central  weakness  of  the  Act  was  gradua- 
tion founded  on  a  scaffolding  of  aggrega- 
tion. The  effect  of  graduation  is  some- 
times exceedingly  remarkable.  A  very 
small  amount  added  to  or  diminished 
from  the  aggregate  may  make  an  enorm- 
ous difference  in  the  rate  of  duty.  WTicn 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  proposed 
three  separate  aggregations,  the  Attorney 
General  said  he  was  quite  right ;  that  the 
only  practical  and  sensible  method  of 
dealing  with  the  matter  was  to  require 
that  property  passing  by  settlement  should 
be  aggregated  separately.  I  applauded  him 
then.  I  admired  him  then  as  I  do  now, 
but  more  then  than  I  do  now,  because  so 
far  as  I  can  gather,  he  is  going  to  make 
himself  an  accomplice  in  what  he  formerly 
denounced.  There  is  only  one  sound 
principle  in  regard  to  this  aggregation, 
and  I  propose  to  apply  that  princi 
pie  by  a  small  Amendment  which  will 
make  a  very  slight  difference  in  the 
amount  of  duty  received;    and  that  is 

3  A  2 


1231 


Fincmce 


{COMMONS} 


Bill 


1232 


that  you  should  only  aggregate  that  which  [  to  rely  on  direct  taxation  the  time  has 
passes.     The  right  hon.  Gentleman  pro-    come  when  we  will  have  to  recast  the 


poses  to  bring  in  aggregation  that  which 
is  not  in  it.  The  end  of  the  Clause  is  so 
remarkable  that  I  perceive  he  is  acting 
here  contrary  to  the  settled  principles  of 
taxation — he  proposes  to  deal  with  what 
he  conceives  to  be  hard  cases.  There  is 
this  most  extraordinary  proviso  at  the  end 
of  Clause  11: — 

"  Where  settled  property  passes,  or  is 
deemed  to  pas?,  on  the  death  of  a  person  dying 
after  the  passing  of  this  Act,  under  a  dis- 
position made  by  a  person  dying  before  the 
commencement  oi  part  I  of  the  t  inance  Act, 
1894,  and  such  property  would  if  the  disponer 
had  died  after  the  commencement  of  the  said 

Sart,  have  been  Liable  to  estate  duty  upon  his 
eath,  the  aggregation  of  such  property  with 
"Other  property  passing  upon  the  first- 
mentioned  death,  shall  not  operate  to  enhance 
the  rate  of  duty  payable  either  upon  the 
settled  property  or  upon  any  other  property  so 
passing  by  more  than  one-half  per  cent,  in  excess 
of  the  rate  at  which  duty  would  have  been  pay- 
able if  such  settled  property  had  been  treated 
as  an  estate  by  itseli." 

What  is  that  but  ousting  the  aggregation 

and   crippling  th^  graduation  ?     I   shall 

wait  with  great  interest  the  explanation 

the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  ^vill  be 

able  to  aft'ord  us  as  to  the  genesis  of  this 

'clause.     Under   the  present   system  the 

right    hon.    Gentleman     is    levying    an 

enormous   tax   on   a  few   hands.     Some 

people    will   no    doubt     approve    of     a 

system   whereby    those    who  have    the 

largest  incomes  pay  twice  as  much  Income 

Tax  as  there  is  any  need  for  them  to  pay 

if  the   burden  were  properly  distributed. 

The  total  income  of  this  country  now  is 

estimated  by   the  most  capable  of  sta- 

jtisticians,   Sir    Robert  Giffen,   at   1,600 

millions.  Now  an  Income  Tax  of  Is.  in  the 

£1    would    on    that    suta  yield    eighty 

millions.      The   total    income    of    those 

having  incomes  over  £160  would  be,  this 

year,   800  millions ;   three  years  ago  it 

would  have  been  only  729  millions.  Well, 

Is.  Income  Tax   on  800  millions  would 

give    forty   millions ;    but,   as  a  matter 

of  fact,  instead  of  taxing  800  millions  you 

only   tax  500   millions,  and  that  at   Is. 

Income     Tax     gives     you     twenty-five 

millions.     The  fact  is  that  through  the 

exemptions    and    abatements,    and    the 

escape  of  the  lower  class.  Is.  Income  Tax 

is  paid   instead   of  7 id.,  if  it  were  more 

.equally   levied.      The  Chancellor  of  the 

Exchequer   has  this  year  increased  the 

direct  taxation  somewhat  more  in  propor- 


system  and  extend  it  to  those  who  at 
present  pay  little  or  nothing.  It  would 
be  a  most  excellent  thing  in  the 
public  interest,  for  it  would  bring  home 
to  those  who  at  present  do  not  pay  an 
interest  in  public  affairs  through  their 
pockets.  Without  presuming  to  say  by 
what  exact  method  tne  change  should  be 
made,  I  think  it  would  behove  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  to  consider 
whether  he  is  to  go  on  exempting  an 
enormous  amount  of  income,  or  consider 
whether  it  is  politic  to  exempt  or  even 
partially  to  exempt  incomes  aix)ve  £160 
and  below  £700.  I  regret  that  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  should  im- 
pose a  new.  death  duty  and  rest  upon  the 
aggregation  clause ;  but  in  regard  to  the 
rest  of  the  Budget  I  join  in  the  chorus  of 
approval  in  the  circumstances  that  have 
taken  place.  The  time,  however,  must 
come  when  we  should  recast  our  system 
of  taxation  ;  but  no  doubt  this  is  scarcely 
a  very  convenient  time  to  do  so,  although 
by  piling  up  the  taxes  upon  the  present 
very  small  basis  the  inequality  has  been 
added  to.  A  time  of  urgency  is  not  a 
time  to  discuss  new  methods  of  taxation  ; 
and  except  as  regards  the  points  I  have 
alluded  to  I  think  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man's Budget  a  very  good  one. 

*Mr.  HALDANE  (Haddingtonshire) :  I 
wish  to  correct  a  misapprehension  which 
appears  to  be  in  the  mind  of  the  rieht  hon. 
Gentleman  who  sits  below  me  and  of  the 
hon.  Gentleman  who  has  just  spoken.  I  was 
not  in  the  House  when  the  non.  Gentle- 
man alluded  to  the  matter,  but  I  believe 
he  referred  to  me  as  having  claimed  the 
credit  of  being  responsible  for  the  hfe 
estate  part  of  Clause  3  of  the  Finance 
Act,  1894.  I  had  nothing  to  do  with 
the  life  estate  clause.  As  regards 
the  "allusive"  clause  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  who  sits  below  me  says 
I  claim  the  credit  for  the  form  of  that 
clause.  No,  the  credit  of  that  clause 
belongs  to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  him- 
self. WTiat  I  did  say  in  the  course  of  a 
lecture  which  I  gave  some  time  ago  to  a 
legal  society  on  the  subject  of  the  death 
duties  was,  that  the  form  of  legislation  by 
reference  in  this  clause  was  suggested  by 
Sir  Alfred  Milner  and  myself  to  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman,  and  that  he  had  adopted 
it.     That  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  life 


tion  to  the  indirect ;  but  if  we  are  going  |  estates  clause.       The  "  allusive  "  clause, 
Mr.  Gibson  Bmvles, 


1233 


Finance 


{19  March  1900} 


Bill. 


1234 


as 


it  was  called,  combined  amendments 
in  the  Finance  Acts  of  the  two  Parlia- 
ments of  1889  and  1881,  and  Sir  Alfred 
Milner  and  myself  suggested  that  the 
shortest  and  most  concise  way  of  incor- 
porating existing  legislation  was  by  refer- 
ence. That  is  the  plan  which  was 
followed,  and  I  congratulate  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  on  having  adopted  a  plan 
of  which  I  think  he  need  not  now  be 
ashamed. 

♦Captain  PRETYMAN  said  that  an 
important  point  referred  to,  not  for  the 
first  time,  was  the  largely  increased  ex- 
penditure of  the  country.  Hon.  Members 
prided  themselves,  and  he  thought  justly 
— because  that  was  the  attitude  taken  up 
by  the  present  and  the  late  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer — on  the  present  principle 
of  taxation  in  this  country.  At  the  same 
time,  they  expressed  a  fear  that  this  in- 
creased expenditure  might  drive  the 
country  back  into  the  old  methods.  Very 
possibly  it  was  the  very  success  of  the 
present  taxation,  and  the  ease  with  which 
it  was  collected,  that  to  some  extent 
caused  the  present  excessive  expenditure. 
In  his  opinion,  any  small  return  to  the 
old  system  of  taxation  would  at  once 
bring  up  short  the  expenditure.  The 
question  we  had  to  ask  ourselves  was 
not  so  much  whether  the  expendi- 
ture was  large  as  whether  we  got  value 
for  our  money.  In  his  opinion,  the 
money  spent  on  education  was  well  spent, 
and  even  more  might  be  spent  to  greater 
advantage.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
had  referred  to  the  expenditure  on  the 
Army  and  Navy  as  "  spasmodic,"  but  he 
did  not  think  that  was  a  term  which 
could  be  fairly  applied  to  it,  because  there 
had  been  a  contmuity  of  policy,  the  re- 
sults of  which  had  been  voted  satisfactory. 
The  money  which  had  been  voted  for  the 
Army  and  Navy  during  the  last  ten  years 
had  been  the  truest  economy  in  the 
best  sense  of  the  word,  and  had  resulted 
in  a  truer  gain  than  other  expenditure. 
Only  imagine  the  position  we  shoidd 
have  found  ourselves  in  six  months  ago, 
if  that  expenditure  had  not  taken  place. 
With  regard  to  the  suggestion  that  more 
objects  of  taxation  should  be  found,  he 
thought  there  appeared  to  be  some  con- 
fusion of  terms,  because  it  was  not  the 
commodity,  but  the  individual  who  paid 
the  taxation,  and  he  did  not  see  what 
difference  it  made  to  the  individual 
whether    he     paid     £5     a     year 


sugar. 


on 


tea,  or  the  same  amount  on 
At  the  present  time,  the  elasticity  of  our 
revenue  was  shown  by  the  fact  that  by 
very  small  impositions  we  were  able  to 
increase  our  revenue  by  many  millions ; 
but  he  argued  that  a  multiplicity  of  extra 
subjects  taxed  was  not  necessary.  If  one 
founded  a  house,  one  did  not  build  it  on 
a  bed  of  shingle,  but  on  a  few  substantial 
blocks,  and,  the  same  principle  applied  to 
taxation,  in  the  present  case  a  multiplicity 
of  taxable  subjects  would  be  a  bed  of 
shingle.  As  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer had  said,  the  country  must  be 
gratified  by  the  fact  that  we  could  raise 
the  enormous  expenditure  that  was  neces- 
sary \inthout  making  any  radical  change 
in  our  system  of  taxation.  As  to  the  re- 
marks with  respect  to  the  comparatively 
large  increase  in  the  tax  on  tea,  compared 
with  that  on  wine  and  beer,  he  pointed 
out  that  it  was  because  the  tea  tax  had 
been  reduced  so  largely  in  recent  years. 
It  was  an  abnoraial  tax  which  we  would 
like  to  see  reduced  a^ain  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible, but  that  remark  did  not  apply  to 
wine  and  beer ;  but  at  the  same  time 
there  was  a  limit  to  taxation,  even  on  such 
subjects  as  wine  and  l>eer.  He  was  glad  to 
hear  that  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer had  provisionally  withdrawn  the 
clause  as  to  the  extra  stamp  duties.  He 
had  heard  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer say  that  the  business  classes  would 
stand  being  taxed,  but  that  they  would  not 
stand  being  worried,  and  he  was  convinced 
that  the  collecting  of  the  £150,000,  which 
it  was  estimated  the  new  stamp  duties 
would  have  realised,  would  have  caused 
more  worry  than  the  sum  expected  to  be 
realised  was  worth.  There  had  been 
some  considemble  discussion  with  re- 
gard to  the  death  duties,  and  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
West  Monmouthshire  had  accused  him 
of  taking  an  interest  in  the  death  duties 
only  so  far  as  they  affected  landed  inte- 
rests. He  was  glad  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman had  made  that  accusation,  as  he 
now  desired  to  support  the  proposed 
clause  imposing  estate  duty  on  settled 
property  where  the  life  interest  had  not 
been  made  over  more  than  twelve 
months  before  death.  He  wanted  to  see 
an  equality  of  treatment  and  a  twelve- 
months rule,  so  applying  to  property 
which  had  been  transfen'ed  or  settled 
more  or  less  than  twelve  months  before 
death.  There  was  injustice  in  that 
matter,    of   which   we    had    a   right  to 
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complain,  and  he  asked  for  a  readjust- 
ment in  connection  >vith  this  matter, 
which  would  apply  to  the  various  disputes 
and  difficulties  which  now  arose.  The 
clause  dealing  with  the  matter  was 
the  result  of  the  labours  of  the 
l^epartraental  Committee,  which  was 
appointed  to  deal  with  the  question, 
.and  of  which  he  was  a  member.  He 
hoped  that  the  House  would  not  regard 
clause  12  as  an  increase  of  the  duties,  but 
as  a  remedy  for  undue  leniency  on  the 
OHe  hand,  and  undue  hardship  on  the 
other.  We  had  been  told  that  the  Act 
was  unduly  lenient  on  landed  property. 
The  Member  for  King's  Lynn  said  so, 
but  one  of  the  difficulties  in  follow- 
ing him  was  to  know  what  his  real 
principles  were.  As  to  the  Member  for 
W^est  Monmouth,  he  entirely  differed 
,  from  him  as  to  the  incidence  of  the  tax- 
ation of  securities  and  landed  property. 
These,  he  must  admit,  must  be  differently 
dealt  with.  The  value  of  land  had  gone 
down  and  remained  at  its  lowest  el)]),  but 
the  country  was  small  and  the  population 
was  large,  and  therefore  it  was  a  great 
privilege  to  own  a  considerable  area  of 
land,  and  that  privilege  must  be  paid  for. 
A  man  with  £100,000  worth  of  securities 
could  sell  £10,000  worth,  and  the  value 
of  the  remainder  would  not  be  affected, 
but  the  sale  of  a  quantity  of  land  might 
deteriorate  the  remainder  of  an  estate. 
He  maintained  that  the  burden  of  local 
taxation  which  fell  on  real  property  was 
lai^ely  in  excess  of  what  it  used  to 
1k).  a  Royal  Commission  on  the  sub- 
ject was  sitting  at  present,  and  its 
tlecision  was  anxiously  awaited,  and  he 
deprecated  increasing  taxation  on  realty 
until  they  had  its  report.  He  compared 
the  position  of  a  man  who  had  a  farm  of 
300  acres,  and  who  had  a  difficulty  in 
making  a  living  and  keeping  it  properly 
equipped,  and  that  of  a  man  who  had 
£10,000  a  year  from  foreign  securities, 
and  who  was  not  the  employer  of  any 
la1)our  beyond  domestic  servants.  Their 
relative  positions  with  regard  to  taxation 
were  very  unfair.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man opposite  did  not  appear  to  believe  in 
the  reality  of  agricultural  distress. 

Sir  WILLIAM  HARCOURT  :  I  did 
not  allude  to  agricultural  distress  particu- 
larly. I  only  said  that  I  have  observed 
that  the  agricultural  Members  appear  to 
object  less  to  the  tax  now  to  be  put  on  beer 
than  they  did  to  the  6d.  which  I  pro- 
posed a  few  years  ago. 

Co/Qi.  Pretyman, 


♦Captain  PRETYMAN:  The  agricul- 
tural interest  was  not  behindhand  in  pay- 
ing what  was  necessary  at  this  exceptional 
time,  and  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's  tax 
was  not  proposed  in  order  to  pay  for  a 
war.  It  was  because  there  was  a  general 
feeling  that  all  classes  should  help  to  pro- 
vide the  money  now  required  that  the 
agricultural  interest  did  not  object  to  the 
new  tax  on  beer,  but  he  was  afraid  that 
the  brewers,  in  order  to  recoup  them- 
selves, would  use  less  barley,  and  that 
the  farmers  would  suffer  in  consequence. 
He  hoped,  when  all  other  industries  were 
prospering,  that  agiiculture  would  revive, 
and,  in  regard  to  this  Budget,  they  all 
wished  to  express  their  willingness  to 
bear  any  share  of  the  burden  that  was 
put  upon  all.  The  Budget,  as  a  whole, 
appeared  to  him  to  show  that  the  country 
was  in  a  position  to  bear  the  heavy  taxa- 
tion in  a  manner  which  would  earn  us  the 
respect  and  appreciation  of  our  well- 
wishers;  but,  perhaps,  what  was  even 
more  desirable,  the  respect  of  those  who 
did  not  wish  4»  see  it  as  prosperous  as  we 
all  wished  to  see  it. 

*Mr.  ALLHUSEN  (Salisbury)  :  The 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  assured  us 
that,  at  whatever  cost,  this  war  was  to  he 
brought  to  a  successful  termination.  We 
have  to  decide  how  that  particular  cost 
has  to  be  borne,  how  much  to  be 
raised  by  taxation  and  how  much  by 
loan  ;  in  other  words,  how  much  is  to 
be  paid  by  ourselves  and  how  much  by 
posterity.  By  an  intelligent  anticipation 
of  events  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
has  arranged  that  the  Boer  Republics 
should  pay  something  like  two-thirds  of 
the  cost  of  this  war  when  they  become 
British  colonies.  They  are  to  be  saddled 
with  a  debt  of  £43,000,000.  So  much 
the  better  for  us — but  we  have  to  wait 
until  they  are  additions  to  the  Empire — 
assuming  that  they  will  be  added  to  the 
Empire  before  the  end  of  the  year.  I 
think  it  will  be  better  to  wait  until  we 
have  had  time  to  administer  them,  until 
we  see  what  is  wanted  for  their  own 
purposes,  and  how  much  is"  available 
as  interest  and  sinking  fund  for  this 
£43,000,000.  At  any  rate,  we  cannot 
look  upon  this  £43,000,000  as  repaid  to 
us  until  we  have  had  some  experience  of 
the  cost  of  administration  of  the  Boer  terri- 
tories. We  have  further  to  consider  what 
sums  will  have  to  be  paid  by  the^<5e 
territories  as  compensation  to  the  loyal 
colonists    of    Cape    Colony    and     Natal. 


1237 


Finance 


1 19  March  1900} 


Bill. 


1238 


That  will  undoubtedly  amount  to  a 
•considerable  ^eure,  which  will  lessen 
the  power  of  those  territories  to  bear  a 
debt  of  £43,000,000.  Therefore,  with 
regard  to  the  cost  of  this  war,  X43, 000,000 
of  it  is  a  debt  which  may  or  may  not 
he  repaid  to  us,  and  we  are  only 
being  called  upon  to  pay  the  difference 
of  £12,500,000.  I  think  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  has  let  the 
present  taxpayer  off  somewhat  too 
easily.  I  know  that  that  is  not 
a  very  popular  view,  but  still  I 
cannot  help  feeling,  having  regard 
to  the  extraordinary  wealth  of  this 
country,  and  having  regard  to  the  fact 
that  the  vast  majority  of  persons 
in  this  count rv  are  in  favour  of 
this  war,  that  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer might  have  increased  the  propor- 
tion to  be  raised  bv  taxation,  and  lessened 
the  amount  to  be  lx)rrowed.  What  is  the 
position  as  compared  with  the  last  time 
we  were  engaged  in  a  great  war  ]  It  is 
assumed  that  this  war  will  be  over  bv  Octo- 
her,  and  it  is  estimated  that  it  will  have 
cost  £60,000,000,  or  a  little  over.  Of  that 
sum  £12,500,000  is  to  be  raised  by  in- 
creased taxation,  and  £43,000,000  by 
loan.  During  the  Crimean  War 
X29,000,000  was  raised  by  increased 
taxation  and  only  £37,500,000  by  loan, 
30  that  this  war  is  going  to  cost  the  tax- 
payer to-day  less  than  half  what  was  the 
yearly  cost  to  the  taxpayer  at  the 
time  of  the  Crimean  War.  It  may  be 
said  that  the  situation  is  different  from 
what  it  was  at  the  time  of  the  Crimean 
War,  as  there  was  then  no  prospect  of  an 
indemnity.  In  regard  co  this  war,  I  think 
the  prospect  that  the  Boer  Republics  will  be 
able  to  pay  an  indemnity  has  somewhat 
influenced  the  soundness  of  the  financial 
principles  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer. I  venture  to  say  that  if  we 
were  at  war  with  any  country  in  Europe, 
and  estimating  what  that  war  would  cost 
in  one  year,  there  would  be  a  very  much 
larger  sum  raised  by  increased  taxation, 
and  a  very  much  smaller  sum  by  loan. 
Of  course,  it  is  said  in  regard  to  this 
war  that  posterity  will  very  largely 
benefit  by  it,  and  that  that  is  not  an  argu- 
ment which  can  be  used  in  regard  to  a 
war  with  a  European  Power.  I  do  not 
think  that  argument  will  bear  close  exami- 
nation in  the  present  case.  It  appears  to  me 
that  we  are  fighting  to-day  to  defend  the 
rights  and  interests  of  our  own  Bntish 
subjects  and  the  honour  of  the   British 


Empire.  In  going  to  war  with  the  Boer 
Republics,  we  are  •  not  considering  pos- 
terity at  all  in  the  matter.  We  arc 
fighting  to  maintain  the  supremacy  of 
the  British  Empire  of  to-day,  and  if  in  the 
process  of  defending  that  supremacy  we 
do  something  for  the  benefit  of  posterity, 
so  much  the  better  for  posterity,  but  I 
cannot  see  that  that  is  a  reason  why  we 
should  not  take  upon*  ourselves  the  burden 
of  the  war,  which  is  ours,  and  ours  only. 
Apart  from  this  question  of  the  interest  of 
posterity  in  this  war,  there  is  surely  another 
good  reason  why  a  larger  sum  should  be 
raised  by  increased  taxation,  and  that  is 
that  it  is  advisable  that  the  expense  of  war 
should  be  brought  home  to  every  tax- 
payer in  the  country,  and  I  am  afraid 
this  Budget,  which  has  been  hailed  with 
approval  throughout  the  country,  will  not 
accomplish  that  purpose.  They  will  be 
apt  to  forget  that  we  may  be  in  a  year  or 
two  engaged  in  a  war  which  will  cost  a 
very  great  deal  more,  and  will  lessen  their 
idea  of  their  own  responsibility  in  regard 
to  the  persons  they  return  to  this  House. 
The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
^dll  tell  us  that  all  classes  are 
to  pay  the  increased  taxation  he 
has  placed  on  the  coimtry.  I  venture 
to  think  that  that  increased  taxation  will 
be  paid  by  three  classes — the  income-tax 
payer,  the  beer  and  spirit  merchants, 
and  the  tea  drinker.  The  income  tax 
has  always  been  considered  a  war  tax. 
Whatever  may  be  the  origin  of  the  income 
tax,  I  do  not  imagine  any  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  or  any  House  of  Commons 
would  be  able  to  abolish  the  income  tax  in 
time  of  peace,  although  there  is  no  doubt  it 
might  be  somewhat  considerably  reduced. 
As  the  payer  of  this  tax  has  always  looked 
upon  it  as  a  war  tax,  he  is  always  r.eady 
when  a  war  comes  to  have  the  tax  in- 
creased to  pay  some  of  the  cost  of  the 
war.  He  is  certainly  doing  so  to  a  large 
extent  in  this  case,  and  he  is  paying  out 
of  the  increased  taxation  to  be  raised 
something  like  two-thirds.  Further,  as 
as  there  were  in  the  time  of  the  Crimean 
War  no  graduated  death  duties,  he  is  con- 
tributing both  in  time  of  peace  and  in  time 
of  war  a  very  much  larger  sum  in  propor- 
tion than  he  used  to.  I  think  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  might  well  have  raised  the 
tax  to  Is.  2d.,  making  £12,000,000  extra 
reveniie,  and  I  do  not  think  the  inconae- 
tax  payer  would  have  grumbled  to  any 
extent.  In  regard  to  indirect  taxation,  I 
wonder  what  has  become  of  the  financial 
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courage  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman. 
Hardly  any  of  this  indirect  taxation  will 
reach  the  consumers  of  dutiable  articles, 
except  the  consumers  of  tea.  The 
tax  on  beer  and  spirits  will  have 
to  be  paid  almost  entirely  by  the 
brewers  and  the  shareholders  in 
breweries,  and  to  a  small  extent  by  the 
retailers.  If  they,  are  going  to  recover 
that  from  the*  consumers  they  can  only  do 
it  in  one  way,  and  that  is  by  giving  an 
inferior  article  for  the  same  price  they 
used  to  pay  for  the  superior  article.  I 
am  sure  the  indirect  taxation  which  re- 
sults in  that  is  not  taxation  which  ought  to 
recommend  itself  to  any  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer.  With  regard  to  tolmcco, 
tobacco  is  now  to  be  placed  in  nearly  the 
same  position  as  in  1898,  before  the  tax  was 
reduced.  The  result  is  that  the  consumer 
of  tobacco  at  a  time  of  national  crisis  will 
be  able  to  smoke  his  pipe  at  the  same 
price  as  in  1898  in  a  time  of  peace. 

Sir     henry     FOWLER     (Wolver- 
hampton) :  The  price  has  been  increased. 

*Mr.  ALLHUSEN  :  Tobacco  merchants 
absorbed  nearly  the  whole  of  the  reduction 
given  two  years  ago,  and,  having  absorbed 
that,  it  will  be  very  shabby  on  their  part 
if  they  now  increase  the  price  to  the  con- 
sumer. The  tobacco  trade  is  certainly 
a  sufficiently  lucrative  one  to  pay 
something  towards  the  extra  expenses 
of  the  country  in  time  of  war.  W  hen  I 
come  to  tea,  there  is  no  doubt  the  con- 
sumer will  have  to  pay.  Every  old 
woman  as  she  watches  her  dish  of  tea 
stewing  on  the  hob  will  have  the  satisfac- 
tion of  knowing  she  is  paying  towards 
the  cost  of  the  war,  and  I  am  rather  sorry 
for  those  persons  who,  like  the  hon. 
Baronet,  the  Member  for  Cockermouth, 
are  teetotalers,  because  it  seems  to  me 
they  will  be  in  the  position  of  having  to 

Say  more  for  this  war  of  which  they 
o  not  approve,  than  the  income-tax 
payer  who  is  not  a  teetotaler,  but  a 
moderate  consumer  of  beer  or  spirits, 
and  who  cordially  approves  oi  this  war.  I 
think  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  might 
have  raised  by  indirect  taxation  a  sum 
altogether  of  £12,000,000  over  and  above 
the  amount  raised  in  time  of  peace.  We 
should  then  have  been  able  to  pay 
£24,000,000  towards  the  cost  of  this  war, 
a  sum  which  represents  a  very  much 
fairer  proportion  of  the  cost  that  should 
fall  upon  us  than  the  paltry  sum  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer   has   called 

Mr,  Allhusen, 


upon  the  country  to  pay.  We  should 
have  thrown  upon  the  taxpayer  a  sunk 
which  would  have  brought  home  to  him> 
his  financial  responsibility,  and  whicb 
would  have  made  him  aware  that  it  is- 
impossible  to  go  to  war  without  having 
to  suffer  something  for  it.  Under  the 
present  Budget  there  will  be  a  very  large 
number  of  taxpayers  who  will  pay  practi- 
cally nothing  at  all,  and  that  is  not  at  all 
a  situation  to  be  desired.  1  think  it  should 
be  arranged  that  in  times  of  war  all 
classes  should  be  called  upon  to  pay 
equally  towards  the  cost  of  that  war,  and 
the  increased  taxation  should  be  so 
arranged  that  the  burden  does  not  fall 
upon  a  somewhat  limited  number.  By 
such  a  course  we  should  raise  a  much 
larger  sum,  and  afford  a  more  edifying 
spectacle  to  foreign  nations  than  is  shown 
them  by  persons  who  are  helping  to  pay 
for  this  war  by  subscribing  to  a  good 
investment  and  pocketting  a  substantial 
premium. 

*SiR  EDGAR  VINCENT  (Exeter): 
The  present  year  is  so  momentous  an 
epoch  in  the  history  of  British  finance 
that  I  feel  it  requires  exceptional  courage 
to  take  part  in  this  debate,  and  this  is 
particularly  the  case  for  a  new  Member. 
I  am  conscious  that  in  trespassing  on  the 
time  of  the  House  in  the  present  circum- 
stances I  shall  have  to  appeal  in  a  peculiar 
degree  to  that  generosity  with  which 
those  who  speak  in  these  precincts  for 
the  first  time  are  always  treated.  But 
the  gravity  and  tension  of  the  financial 
situation,  the  heavy  difference  which 
exists  between  the  necessary  expenditure 
of  the  year  and  the  highest  level  the 
revenue  can  be  expected  to  reach  are,  I 
hope,  circumstances  of  justification  forme, 
because  I  am  one  of  the  few  Meml>crs  of 
this  House  whose  life  has  l>een  passed 
among  deficits,  and  whose  financial  ex- 
perience consists  largely  in  endeavouring 
to  bring  revenue  up  to  the  level  of  expendi- 
ture. When  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer announced  the  other  night 
a  considerable  deficit,  the  word  rang  in 
my  ear  with  a  familiar  sound,  and  I  felt 
myself  on  well-known  and  oft-trodden 
ground.  Turning  to  the  proposals  con- 
tained in  the  Budget,  I  hope  the  universal 
approval  with  which  they  have  l)een  met 
will  not  cause  the  right  hon  Gentleman,  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  to  view  with 
disfavour  the  tribute  of  sincei-e  admiration 
which  I  desire  to  offer.     He  deserves  all 
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the  praise  he  has  received  for  his  doctrine, 
and  even  more  than  he  ha«  received  for 
his  practice.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  West  Monmouth  says  the 
sound  financial  principles  of  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  have  been  clipped 
and  nipped  in  practice  in  order  to  fall  in 
with  the  views  of  those  who  sit  on 
this  side  of  the  House,  about  whose 
capacity  for  sound  finance  he  is  rather 
sceptical.  I  venture  to  think  that  the 
proposals  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer are  on  all  fours  with  his 
doctrine,  and  that  in  the  Budget  he  has 
carried  his  principles  to  their  fullest 
legitimate  conclusion.  Mr.  Gladstone 
was  in  the  habit  of  saying  that  in  framing 
schemes  of  taxation  you  must  be  bold, 
intelli^ble,  and  decisive.  I  venture  to 
claim  for  the  present  scheme  the  merit  of 
all  three  qualities.  The  proposals  are 
certainly  bold,  for  they  comprehend  the 
largest  increase  of  taxation  ever  proposed 
to  this  House.  In  the  year  of  the  Crimean 
War — the  year  with  which  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  opposite  contrasts  the  present 
so  unfavourably — the  total  increase  was 
only  £10,000,000,  while  in  the  other 
great  war  period,  at  the  end  of  the  last 
century,  it  required  the  cumulative  effect 
of  four  Budgets  to  increase  the  taxation 
of  the  country  by  the  amount  which  is 
now  being  imposed  by  one  Budget.  Even 
allowing  for  all  the  vast  increase  of 
wealth  which  has  taken  place,  the  mere 
statement  of  those  figures  is  sufficient  to 
absolve  the  proposals  from  the  charge  of 
being  either  timorous  or  commonplace. 
They  are  certainly  intelligible.  On  all 
sides  it  has  been  admitted  that  straight- 
forwardness and  an  absence  of  juggling 
are  amongst  their  main  characteristics. 
They  are  essentially  honest  and  straight- 
forward, and  the  reception  they  have  been 
accorded  would  not  be  given  to  any  com- 
plicated or  obscure  scheme.  In  regard  to 
the  third  point  I  think  they  are  decisive. 
They  show  in  the  clearest  possible  way 
that  the  Government  and  the  country  are 
determined  to  submit  to  the  necessary 
sacrifices  in  order  to  carry  this  war  to  a 
final  conclusion,  and  that  they  will  not 
allow  the  credit  of  the  country  to  be  im- 

Kired  or  the  financial  administration  to 
troubled  by  any  hesitation  in  impos- 
ing the  necessary  taxation.  In  this 
connection  I  venture  to  express  the 
opinion  that  justice  has  hardly  been  done 
to  the  proposals  by  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Member  for  West  Monmouth- 


shire. He  criticised  the  timidity  of  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  saying  that 
out  of  a  total  war  expenditure  of 
£60,000,000,  only  £12,000,000  were  to  be 
provided  by  current  taxation,  and  that 
neariy  £50,000,000  would  be  added 
to  the  indebtedness  of  the  country.  He 
stated  that  this  policy  was  below  the 
standard  set  at  the  time  of  the  Crimean^ 
War.  I  beg  to  dissent  from  that  view. 
What  are  the  figures  ?  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  himself  said  that  out  of  the- 
total  expenditure  of  £60,000,000,. 
£30,000,000  could  and  should  be  re- 
covered from  the  Transvaal  or  from 
Transvaal  revenue ;  and  that  view  has 
been  favoured  by,  I  think,  every  speaker 
in  this  debate. 

Sir  WILLIAM  HARCOURT :  I  should 
like  to  say  that  I  am  very  sceptical  about 
it,  and  if  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
does  not  get  it  from  the  Transvaal  he  will 
have  to  pay  it  himself. 

♦Sir  EDGAR  VINCENT :  We  all  hope 
it  will  be  paid.     But  is  it  quite  logical 
or    consistent    of   the   right   hon.    Gen- 
tleman   first    of  all   to  state  the  right 
of  this  country   to  the  repayment,  and 
then  to  leave  the  probability  or  the  pos- 
sibility of  that  repayment  altogether  out 
of  account  when  it  somewhat  embarrasses, 
his  argument  ?     How  does  this  pajrment 
for  taxation  of  £12,000,000,  or  in  reality 
of    £14,000,000  towards    the   presumed 
debt  of  £30,000,000,  compare  with  the 
practice     of    former    times  ?       It    com- 
pares    favourably.      In     the      time     of 
the  Crimean  War  taxation  was  kept  on 
for   some  considerable  period   after   the 
cessation    of     hostilities,    and    the    net 
result    was   that    approximately   50   per 
cent,  or  55  per  cent,  of  the  war  expendi- 
I  ture  was  met  from  taxation,  the  remain- 
ing 45  or  50  per  cent,  being  left  to  swell 
the  indebtedness  of  the  country.     Com- 
paring it  with  the  war  at  the  l)eginning: 
of  the   century   the  case  is   even  more 
favourable,  because  out  of  the  expendi- 
ture on  the  war  only  27  per  cent.  was. 
paid  from  taxation.     Under  the  present 
proposals,  the  total  of  our  indebtedness^ 
after  deducting  the  repayment  from  the 
Transvaal,  will  be  paid  off  in  two  years, 
if  the  taxation  is  maintained.     How  long 
is  the  war  taxation  to  be  kept  up  1     I 
trust  that  the  precedent  of  the  Crimean 
War  will   be  followed.     I  feel   strongly 
that  it  is  the  duty  of  those  responsible  for 
the  finance  of  the  country  to  maintain 
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either  the  whole,  or,  at  any  rate,  a  part  of 
the  war  taxation  until  such  time  as 
the  inde])tedne3s  of  the  •  country  has 
returned  to  the  point  at  which  it  stood 
iit  the  beffii.ning  of  the  war  in  October, 
1899.  This  may  be  considered  to  be  a 
severe  standard,  but  the  prosperity  of  the 
country  is  such  that  it  can  stand  the 
sacrifice.  I  am  con\'inced  that  that 
policy  if  followed  will  do  more  to 
enhance  and  strengthen  the  reputation  of 
the  finance  of  this  country  than  any  other 
measure  we  can  take.  The  world  will 
see  in  our  action  in  this  colonial  war  the 
spirit  with  which  we  should  meet  the 
crisis    if    we    are    involved     in    a    still 

greater  complication.  I  do  not  ask  the 
hancellor  oi  the  Exchequer  to  give  any 
pledge  upon  this  subject,  but  I  trust  he 
will  not  give  a  pledge  in  the  contrary 
sense,  regarding  the  abolition  of  the  taxa- 
tion now  l)eing  imposed.  Pledges  of  that 
kind  at  the  time  of  the  Crimean  War 
^ve  rise  to  considerable  diflBculty.  I 
now  turn  to  the  question  of  broadening 
the  basis  of  taxation  which  has  been 
treated  by  several  speakers.  It  appears 
to  me  that  t4ie  advocates  of  this  course 
may  be  divided,  roughly,  into  two  classes, 
namely,  those  who  desire  to  replace  a 
^ven  amount  of  direct  taxation  by  an 
equal  amount  of  indirect  taxation,  and 
those  who,  whilst  maintaining  the  aggre- 
^te  amount  of  indirect  taxation,  desire  to 
replace  a  certain  number  of  high  duties 
which  are  now  levied  on  a  small  number 
of  articles  by  a  lower  duty  levied  on  a 
larger  number  of  articles.  I  shall  not 
enter  into  a  discussion  of  the  very  abstract 
and  theoretical  question  of  direct  and  indi- 
rect taxation,  but  I  will  say  in  passing 
that  those  who  contend  that  the  propor- 
.tion  of  increase  in  the  case  of  direct 
taxation  has  been  excessive  have  certainly 
a  strong  jprima  facie  case.  Comparing  the 
Estimates  for  the  present  year  with  the 
Accounts  of  1885  what  do  we  seel 
Direct  taxation  has  increased  by  about 
80  per  cent,  and  indirect  taxation  by 
about  23  per  cent,  only ;  and  there  is  the 
additional  aggravating  circumstance  that 
the  indirect  taxes  have  increased  princi- 
pally owing  to  commercial  development, 
and  not  to  enhanced  duties,  while  direct 
taxes  have  mainly  increased  on  ace  amt  of 
the  larger  imposition  of  duties.  But  the 
whole  subject  of  direct  and  indirect  taxa- 
tion is  complex,  and  I  shall  not  venture  to 
trouble  the  House  with  any  further 
remarks  respectuig   it.      Besides  which, 

Sir  Edifny  Vincent. 


the  rival  merits  of  the  two  forms  of 
taxation  are  noz  really  the  critical  and 
essential  point  of  the  present  discussion. 
That  point  is  the  contention  that  our 
present  system  of  levying  high  duties  on 
a  small  number  of  articles  is  dangerous, 
and  that  it  hampers  us  gravely  when  in 
time  of  emergency  an  increase  of  taxation 
is  required.  I  do  not  agree  with  that 
view.  It  appears  to  me  that  it  has 
been  arrived  at  rather  by  those  who  have 
been  misled  by  the  sound  of  words  and 
phrases.  The  proposal  to  "broaden  the 
basis  of  taxation "  sounds  wise  and 
statesmanlike,  but  it  is  forgotten  that  it 
is  practically  equivalent  to  narrowing  and 
reducing  the  number  of  articles  on  the 
free  list.  Converted  into  those  terms  it 
does  not  sound  so  well.  The  whole 
effort  of  the  legislation  of  the  last  half- 
century  has  been  in  reality  not  to  broaden 
the  basis  of  taxation,  but  to  restrict  the 
sphere  of  the  operations  of  the 
Customs  House  official,  and  un- 
doubtedly that  policy  has  played  a 
large  part  in  promoting  our  conunercial 
supremacy.  Experience  has  shown  that 
high  duties  on  a  small  number  of  articles 
impede  commerce  less,  cost  less  to  collect, 
and  are  probably — though  this  is  a  matter 
of  opinion — less  liable  to  evasion  and 
fraud  than  lower  duties  levied  over  a 
^rider  area.  In  the  old  times,  as  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  opposite  has  said, 
everything  was  taxed,  and  I  think  he 
gave  the  quotation  from  the  ribbons  of  the 
bride  to  the  brass  nails  of  the  coffin. 
There  were  then  1,100  articles  taxed; 
now,  the  list  of  articles  in  which  commerce 
is  not  free  can  be  written  on  a  half-sheet 
of  note-paper.  Moreover,  this  great  re- 
form, this  marvellous  freeing  of  com- 
merce, has  been  conducted  with  such  skill 
that  it  has  caused  no  diminution  of  the 
customs  revenue.  Then  there  is  the 
argument  that  by  having  high  duties 
on  a  small  number  of  articles 
you  deprive  yourself  of  the  emergency 
reserve  which  consists  in  increasing  low 
duties  on  a  large  number  of  articles.  I 
do  not  deny  that  there  is  considerable 
force  in  this  argument,  but  it  would  carry 
conviction  only  if  it  could  be  shown  that 
our  present  rates  of  duty  were  such  as  to 
render  an  increase  in  time  of  war  or  in 
some  other  such  time  unduly  irksome  or 
dangerous.  It  is  demonstrable — so  far  as 
any  opinion  of  the  kind  can  be  demon- 
strable— that  our  present  duties  are  not 
at  danger  point,  and,  if  it  was  desirable  to 
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do  so,  I  l>elicve,  speaking  purely  from  a 
fiscal  point  of  view,  that  it  would  be  possible 
to  increase  the  majority  of  them  consider- 
ably without  undue  danger  of  giving  rise 
to  contraband.  In  support  of  this 
view  I  would  mention  the  'interesting 
fact  that  prosecutions  by  the  Customs 
have  diminished  in  the  most  remarkable 
degree  during  the  last  twenty,  and  still 
more  during  the  last  ten,  years.  Since 
1890  the  number  of  prosecutions  for  fraud 
in  connection  with  the  Customs  has 
diminished  hx  fully  50  per  cent.,  and  in 
the  more  important  matter  of  what  I 
may  call  the  non-summary  cases  the  fall 
is  even  greater,  as  they  have  fallen 
from  56  and  60  in  1889  and  1890  to  an 
average  of  ton  during  the'  last  few 
years.  The  line  separating  a*  tax  which 
can  be  applied  from  a  tax  which  will 
give  rise  to  fraud  is  clearly  not  deter- 
minable in  a  permanent  fashion' ;  it  de- 
pends upon  a  number  of  varying  fac- 
tors, such  as  the  efficiency  of  the  revenue 
service,  and,  still  more,  I  belie\T,  on  the 
moral  progress  of  the  community.  The 
proposal  to  impose  taxation  during  peace 
time  on  a  larger  inimber  of  articles  in 
order  to  create  a  reserve — a  frame-work 
for  war  taxation  appears  to  me  to  he 
applying  the  principles  of  war  organisa- 
tion to  the  peaceful  administration  of 
the  revenue,  and  I  do  not  think  they 
meet  the  case.  This  policy,  if  adopted, 
could  only  lead  to  this — that  you  would 
hamper  trade  unnecessarily,  you  would 
appoint  uiuiecessary  customs  and  excise 
officials,  and  you  would,  if  I  may  say 
so,  create  a  skeleton  battalion  of  tax 
collectors.  I  shall  not  discuss  the  ques- 
tion of  whether  our  present  indirect 
taxes  fall  unduly  on  any  given  class  of 
the  community,  because  I  do  not  think  it 
18  contended  that  the  system  is  narrow 
\n  the  sense  of  being  unfair,  but 
only  in  the  sense  of  falling  upon 
a  small  numl)er  of  articles.  But 
if  those  articles  are  consumed  by 
the  entire  commimity  there  would 
be  no  gain  from  the  point  of  view  of 
justice  by  the  change  proposed,  and  there 
would  be,  as  I  have  endeavoured  to  show, 
considerable  administrative  disadvantage 
and  impeding  of  commerce.  I  fear  I  have 
already  detained  the  House  too  long — 
["No,  no!"]— but  I  would  venture  to 
conclude  by  expressing  the  hope  that  at 
some  not  tlistant  period  the  House  will 
undertake  an  examination  of  the  financial 
situation  of  the  country  with  a  special  re- 


gard to  the  constant  and  rapid  increase  <  f 
expenditure.  I  know  this  is  an  unpopular 
and  an  unfashionable  subject,  but  I  believe 
that  the  wise  and  sober  traditions  of 
English  finance  can  be  maintained  only  by 
a  strict  and  vigilant  regard  for  economy. 
The  forces  acting  in  the  direction  of 
expenditure  are  now  strong.  I  confess 
I  view  with  some  alarm  the  alliance 
against  the  Treasury  which  has  been 
formed  by  various  persons  of  great  influ- 
ence and  power.  We  hear  voices  which 
differ  on  almost  every  subject  agreeing  in 
the  desire  to  diminish  financial  control.  I 
fancy  that  when  that  occurs  there  is  some 
peril  for  the  Exchequer,  but  I  hope  the 
Chancellor  will  not  be  dismayed  by  the 
unusual  combination  brought  against  him, 
and  that  he  will  preserve  his  natural 
ferocity  unimpaired.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman,  however,  with  all  his  great 
qualities,  is  powerless  to  stem  the  tide 
unless  he  is  supported  by  a  steady  body 
of  opinion  in  this  House.  May  the  day 
be  far  distant  when  the  policy  of  modera- 
tion in  public  expenditure,  the  duty  of 
sleepless  vigilance  against  profusion,  will 
lack  advocates  of  sufficient  courage  to 
stand  up  for  what  is  now  a  neglected 
cause.  When  peace  is  obtained — perma- 
nent peace  based  upon  complete  victory 
— I  trust  the  enormous  expenditure, 
inevitable  in  time  of  war,  will  give  place 
to  a  period  of  careful  revision.  The 
splendid  liberality  with  which  the  country 
and  the  House  have  voted  unprecedented 
s\ipplies  appears  to  entail  upon  the 
Gf)vemment  the  grave  responsibility  of  so 
ordering  the  administration  that  there 
shall  be  neither  waste,  nor  extravagance, 
nor  excess.  If  this  duty  is  performed 
rigorously  and  unflinchingly  I  am  confi- 
dent that  the  finance  of  England  will  long 
remain  what  it  has  now  been  for  more 
than  two  centuries — the  standard  and 
model  for  all  countries  of  the  civilised 
world. 

Mr.  BILLSON  (Halifax) :  I  do  not 
propose  to  follow  the  various  points 
raised  by  previous  speakers,  but  I  rise  for 
the  purpose  of  drawing  attention  to  two 
or  three  points  in  the  Bill.  The  speech 
of  the  hon.  and  gallant  Member  for 
Woodbridge  has  been  listened  to  with 
great  attention,  and  he  has  raised  one  or 
two  very  interesting  points.  He  brought 
up  again  the  old  point  mentioned  so  often 
at  the  passing  of  the  Finance  Bill  in 
regard   to   the    great   hardship   inflicted 
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upon  the  landed  interest.     But  the  hon. 
and  gallant   Member    seems    to    find  a 
difficulty  in  applying  to  land-owners  the 
same  principle  which  applies  to  any  other 
class  of  property.     He  says  that  in  the 
case  of  an  estate  worth  £100,000  it  is 
difficult  to  cut  off  £10,000  to  pay  the 
estate  duty.     But  he   should   remember 
that  there  are  other    people  who  own 
property   which   it  is  very    difficult    to 
divide.     What  about   the    owner    of    a 
steamship  worth  XI  00,000  1     He  has  to 
pay  the  £10,000  duty,  and  there  is  no 
way    of    cutting   that    off  a   steamship. 
Probably  this  person  who  owns  a  steam- 
ship will  have  a  considerable  amount  of 
money,  and  a  man  with  a  landed  estate 
generally  has  a  good  deal  of  property  beside 
his  estate.  The  hon.  and  gallant  Sf  ember  put 
the  question  to  my  right  hon.  friend  the 
Member  for  West  Monmouth — why  do 
agriculturists  look    more    cheerful    now 
than  they  did  in  1894  1    Agriculturists 
are  more  cheerful  now  because  they  have 
received  £2,000,000  in  doles,  which  the 
present  Government  have  given  to  them. 
But   when  hon.  Members  opposite   talk 
about  agriculturists    they   always    mean 
landlords,  and  not  the.  tenant  farmers  or 
the  agricultural  labourers.      Under   the 
circumstances  it  would  not  be  grateful  if 
they  did  not  look  to  the  Government  with 
gratitude  for  the  favours  of  the  past,  and 
they  are  looking  for  more  favours  to  come 
in  the  future.     The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  I  think, 
is  the  only  gentleman  on  the  opposite  side 
of  the  House    who    has    acknowledged 
properly  the  boon  which  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  West  Mon- 
mouth gave  to  the  landed  interest  in  the 
Budget  of  1894,  when  he  allowed  them 
15  per  cent,  off  for  repairs.     I  must  say 
that  I  have  some  doubts  about  the  equit- 
able working  of  that  allowance.     I  do  not 
say  that  it  has  not  worked  well  in  respect 
to  agricultural  land,  but  it  works  unfairly 
in  respect  of  the  land  in  towns,  whore  the 
site  value  of  the  property  is  much  larger 
than  the  building  value.     In  the  City  of 
London  the  site  value  of  land  is  80  per 
cent,  of  the  total  value,  and  this  15  per 
cent,  for  repairs  is  charged  upon  the  site 
value    and    the    structure    in    a    lump. 
Therefore,  the  site  value,  which  requires 
no  repairs,   gets    15    per   cent,   allowed 
to  the  extent  of  four-fifths  of  the  total  value. 
All  that  excess  of  deduction  made  from 
the  site  value,  means  that  there  is  that 
much  site  value  which  bears  no  taxation. 

Mr.  Billson, 


The  site  value  of  London  has  been  esti- 
mated at  £3,923,000  a  year,    and  the 
building  value  £1,500,000.  The  deduction 
from  these  two  figures  means  £927,300, 
whereas  if  the  deduction  for  repairs  was 
made  from  buildings  alone  it  would  only 
be  £250,000.     In  other  words  the  sites 
are  assessed  at  £670,000  a  year  too  little 
in  the  City  of  London.      If  this  injustice 
were  remedied  there  would  be  a  consider- 
able gain  to  the  Exchequer  at  the  cost  of 
those  who   might   fairly   be   taxed.     In 
connection  with  the  property  tax  under 
Schedule  A,  the  law  lays  down  that  land 
should  be  charged  according  to  what  it 
produces,  and   not  according  to  its   real 
value.     When  this  property  tax  was  first 
put  in  force  about  fifty  years   ago,   the 
conditions  were  somewhat  different,  and 
there  is  now  in  all   our  large  towns   a 
great  deal  of  land  that  escapes  taxation 
which    ought  to  bear  taxation.     Large 
quantities  of   land  lie  idle  and   produce 
nothing,  and  consequently  such  land  does 
not  come  within  the  purview  of  this  tax- 
ation. And  why  not  %  Such  land  is  increas- 
ing in  value  every  year,  and  it  is  just 
as  legitimate   to  tax  it  as  if  the  owner 
derived  an  income  from  it,  and  I  see  no 
reason   why   the   owner  should   not    be 
charged  upon  the  actual  value  instead  of 
upon   the  proceeds  from  the  land.     Let 
me  give  an  illustration.      I  know  a  case 
where  a  man  owns  twenty  acres  of  land 
in   the  midst  of  streets  in  a  town,  and 
that  land  is  lying  practically  idle.     It  pro- 
duces practically   nothing  and  certainly 
not  more  than  £2  or  £3  a  year.      A  few 
weeks  ago  a  builder  offered  the   owner 
£400  a  year  as  ground  rent  for  the  land, 
but  he  refused  it.     This  land  is  actually 
increasing  in  value  year  by  year,  and  the 
owner  is   only   paying   10s.  or  12s,  per 
annum  upon  it,  whereas  if  it  were  taxed 
at  its  real  value  it  would  produce  a  con- 
sidera^e  sum.     I  do  not  think  there  is 
an  hon.  Member  of  this  House  who  does 
not  know  of  dozens  of  cases  of  this  sort, 
and  there  are  large   numbers   of    cases 
where  plots  of  land  are  lying  idle  which 
it  would  be  easy  to  tax.     The  owners  of 
such   land  know  that  the   work  of  the 
people   in   the  immediate    vicinity    will 
increase  the  value  of  their  land,  and  so 
they  keep  it  idle  and  you  do  not  tax  it, 
but  the  moment  they  begin  to  use  it  you 
put  a  tax  upon  it,  and  therefore  there  is 
a  premium  upon   keeping  the  land  idle. 
Everybody  must  be  convinced  that  the 
difficulty   of    getting   land    is    the    real 
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problem    at    the    root    of    the    housing 
question,  just  as  the  taxing  of  land  is 
at  the  root  of  the  land  question.      I  will 
not  go  into  the  general  question  of  taxa- 
tion of  ground  values,  for  I  am  basing  my 
case  purely  upon  the  taxes  now  levied, 
and  which  under  this  Bill  you  will  con- 
tinue to  levy.      Taking  the  taxes   now 
levied  I  say  that  you  are  not  dealing  quite 
fairly  between  the  owner  of  one  piece  of 
land  and  another,  because  you  put  a  tax 
upon  the  man  who  uses  his  land,  and  you 
do  not  tax  the  man  who  lets  his  land  lie 
idle,  and  who  thus  prevents  people  from 
living  upon  it.     There  is  one  other  ques- 
tion   I    want    the    Chancellor    of     the 
Exchequer  to  attend  to.     I  feel  sure  that 
there  is  a  very  great  deal  of  leakage  goine; 
on  in  the  matter  of  the  income  tax  in 
respect  to  the  fines  on  the  renewal  of  leases. 
Perhaps  it  will  be  news  to  some  hon. 
Members  to  hear  that  fines  on  the  renewal 
of  leases  are  subject  to  income  tax,  but 
there  is  a  special  section  which  makes 
these  fines  chargeable.      No  doubt  many 
hon.  Members  would  suppose  that  a  very 
large  income  is  derived  from  this  impost. 
The   Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  was 
good  enough  to  give  me  information  as  to 
the  sum  assessed  for  fines  on  renewals  of 
leases  in  London  in  three  successive  years, 
and  I  think  the  House  will  be  surprised 
to  hear  that  instead  of  being  a  very  large 
^um    the    totals     were    only    XI  5,000, 
J&l  1,000,  and  X14,000.      I  cannot  help 
thinking  that  there  must  be  some  leakage 
there,   and  that  a  great  many  people  are 
•escaping  taxation.   1  may  point  out  that  if 
the  owner  of  the  property  chooses  to  ex- 
pend the  money  he  receives  from  fines  in 
iurther  building  or    extending  his  pro- 
perty he  escapes  the  income  tax.     It  will 
be  perhaps  a  novelty  to  manufacturers  to 
luiow  that  if  they  spend  the  money  re- 
•ceived  from  fines  in  extending  their  cotton 
mills  they  are  exempted  from  this  tax. 
That  perhaps  may  be  a  reason  why  the 
«um  is  so  small,  but  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  informed  me    that  there  had 
^een  no  claim  during  these  three  years 
for    any     reduction    or     abatement    of 
income-tax  on  account  of  rebuilding.     I 
have,  therefore,   come  to  the  conclusion 
that  a  great  deal  of  leakage  is  going  on. 
I  would   venture   to    pres^   these   three 
matters  on  the  attention  of  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer.     I  hope  that  he  himself 
will      introduce     a     very     considerable 
measure  for  the  taxation  of  land  values, 
but  if  he  does  not  some  more  enterprising 


Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  will  do  so 
in  the  future. 

♦Mr.  COHEN  (Islington,  E.) :  I  think 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  has  every 
reason  to    congratulate    himself  on  the 
reception  given  to  his  proposals  not  merely 
by  this  House  but  by  the  country  also. 
I  have  no  reason  in  any  way  to  dissent 
from  that  approval,  which  has    received 
its  crowning  glory  in  the  figures  which 
my  right  hon.  friend  read  out  this  after- 
noon in  answer  to  a  question  as  to  how 
the  War  Loan  had  been  received.     I  do 
not  intend  to  digress  into  a  criticism  of 
some     of      the     minor     provisions     of 
the  Finance  Bill,  which  ought  it  seems 
to  me  to  be  reserved  for  the  Committee 
stage,  because  my  experience  for  the  past 
nine  or  ten  yeiars  has  been  that  the  House 
generally  discusses  the  Budget  as  a  whole 
on  the  Second  Reading  of  the  Finance  Bill. 
I  believe  the  bountry  approves,  though  per- 
haps not  quite  imequivocally,  the  amounts 
which  it  is  proposed  to  raise  by  loan  and 
by  taxation.     We  have  seen,  as  was  to  be 
expected,  a  little  disappointment.     Some 
would  rather  that  more  had  been  raised 
by  loan,  but  I  very  respectfully  desire  to 
pay  my  tribute  to  the  equitable  distribu- 
tion of  the  funds  which  have  to  be  raised 
between  borrowing  and  taxation.  I  would 
also  add  that  I  believe  the  country,  and 
certainly  the  House  of  Commons,   will 
approve  of  the    proportion    which    the 
right  hon.   Gentleman  has  awarded  be- 
tween    indirect     and     direct     taxation. 
Having  those  sums  to  find  in  an  emer- 
gency, my  right  hon.  friend  has  on  the 
whole  made  a  very  equitable  distribution 
of  the  burden.     That  being  the  case,  the 
country   has  done   what  my  right  hon. 
friend  expected  it  would  do,  because  it  is 
determined  that  this  war  shall  be  carried 
through  to  a  successful  and  complete  issue, 
and  there  is  not  anyone  who  will  in  the 
least    shrink    from     the     burden — [Mr. 
Samuel  dissented] — except,  perhaps,  the 
hon.  Gentleman  opposite.     I  think,  how 
ever,  I  may  say  that  both  the  House  and 
the  country  are  practically  unanimous  on 
the  matter,  and,  after  all,  we  never  have 
anything  absolutely   unanimous  in   this 
country.     The  country,   having  entirely 
justified      the      expectations      of      my 
right  hon.  friend,  should  not,   however, 
prevent  us  from  inquiring  whether  the 
proposals  which  we  have  to  deal  with  in 
this  emergency  are  such  as  this  country 
in  a  simuar  emergency    in    the    future 
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desire.  I  do  not  think  that  is  a  practical  now  the  first  tax  to  which  the  Chancellor 
inquiry  now,  but  while  I  acknowledge  of  the  Exchequer  turns  in  time  of  peace, 
that  my  right  hon.  friend  is  entitled  to  When  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Mem- 
the  gratitude  of  the  country  for  having  her  for  West  Monmouthshire  wanted  one 
introduced  his  Budget  and  taken  the  and  a  half  millions  in  1893  he  said  there 
nation  into  his  confidence  at  the  earliest  wa*?  otdy  one  tax  to  provide  it,  and  that 
possible  moment,  I  would  suggest  whether  was  the  income  tax.  But  when  my  right 
the  time  has  not  arrived  to  examine  hon.  friend  had  a  surplus  in  1898  he  said 
whether  the  system  of  our  finance  does  he  could  not  take  a  penny  oft'  the  income 
not  require  a  little  revision.  The  hon.  I  tax  because  he  had  only  one  and  a 
Member  for  King's  Lynn  and  some  news-  half  millions,  whereas  a  penny  on  the 
papers  have  reproached  my  right  hon.  ,  income  tax  would  mean  over  two 
friend  for  not  having  introduced  what ,  millions.  The  position  of  the  income  tax 
they  call  an  imaginative  Budget.  My  therefore  appears  to  be  that  the  tax  is 
right  hon.  friend  was  charged  with  the  increased  in  time  of  war  and  cannot  be 
poverty  of  his  imagination.  I  do  not  j  decreased  in  time  of  peace.  When 
share  in  that  reproach,  because  I  rejoice  i  my  right  hon.  friend  introduced  his 
tiat  we  have  not  got  an  imaginative  Budget  he  said  that  with  regard  to 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.  Imagina-  indirect  taxation,  he  looked  upon  it  only 
tion  may  be  a  great  gift,  but  imagination  !  as  a  temporary  addition  to  the  existing 
in  finance  often  leads  to  disaster  and  j  taxation,  and  that  he  hoped  it  would  be 
occasionally  to  riiin.  I  believe  that  our  merely  for  one  year,  but  he  did  not  say 
system  of  indirect  taxation  does  rest  on  |  anything  of  the  kind  with  reference  to 
too  small  a  foundation,  and  that  that  tax- .  the  income  tax.  I  do  not  suggest  that  he 
ation  ought  to  be  drawn  from  a  wider  proposes  to  keep  the  income  tax  at  a 
area.  But  just  as  the  right  hon.  Gentle- '  shilling,  but  while  he  says  that  he  hopes 
man  the  Member  for  West  Monmouth- 1  to  take  off  the  increase  in  indirect  taxa- 
shire  took  twelve  months  to  consider  and  ^  tion  next  year,  the  oidy  comfort  he  has 
perfect  his  wide-reaching  scheme  of  death  for  the  income  tax  payer  is  that  the 
duties  M'ith  regard  to  which,  pace  my  |  income  tax  is  a  very  useful  tax  because, 
hon.  friend  the  Member  for  King's  Lynn,  |  in  theory,  you  can  raise  it  when  short  of 
I  think  his  reputation  will  be  for  t  money  and  lower  it  when  you  have  a 
all  time  honourably  associated,  I  sufficient  surplus.  Do  not  let  it  be 
hope  my  right  hon.  friend  will  also  thought  that  I  am  arguing  in  favour  of 
spend  twelve  months  in  examining  '  the  rich  man  :  he  can  always  take  care  of 
whether  our  area  of  direct  taxation  \  himself.  It  is  a  mistake  to  suppose  that 
shoiUd  not  be  extended.  It  is,  however,  j  the  income  tax  is  a  rich  man's  tax.  By 
a  very  delicate  and  difficult  subject,  and  ,  far  the  greater  portion  of  it  is  paid  by 
I  do  not  believe  the  Chancellor  of  the  slender  incomes  of  £1,000,  X2,0>00,  and 
Exchequer  would  be  justified  in  attempt-  ]  £3,000  a  year.  In  the  Returns  for  1894-5 
ing  to  vary  the  existing  system  in  the  I  find  £71,000,000  were  assessed  on 
present  emergency.  But  I  hope  he  will  [  incomes  under  £3,000  a  year,  £46,000,000 
apply  his  mind  to  it,  not  hurriedly,  but ,  on  incomes  above  £3,000,  £6,000,000  on 
with  deliberation.  There  is  one  further  ^  incomes  below  £200,  and  £41,000,000  on 
subject  to  which  I  wish  to  draw  attention,  incomes  under  £1,000.  We  all  recognise 
My  right  hon.  friend  in  introducing  his  ;  that  the  income  tax  is  a  war  tax,  and  because 
Budget  said  that  the  income  tax  had  ,  we  think  that  it  is  a  war  tax,  we  believe 
always  been  considered  as  a  tax  that  might  it  should  not  be  a  peace  tax.  In  dealing 
properly  be  increased  in  time  of  war,  for  with  this  question  of  income  tax  I  desire 
the  reason  that  it  could  be  readily  dealt  with  !  to  thank  my  right  hon.  friend  for  the 
by  being  increased  or  lowered,  I  believe  ]  abatements  and  exemptions  he  has  given 
no  Member  of  this  House  will  dissent  from  to  the  small  income  tax  payer.  Let  hon. 
that  maxim,  but  what  I  desire  to  draw  Gentlemen  think  what  it  means  on  an  in- 
my  right  hon.  friend's  attention  to  is  that  i  come  of  £800  or  £900  a  year  to  pay 
neither  he  nor  his  predecessor  carried  out  away  a  twentieth  part,  besides  ta.^tion  in 
that  maxim.  We  all  recognise  that  the  respect_  of  tea  and  other  necessaries  of 
income  tax  should  be  the  first  tax  to 
which  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
should  turn  in  time  of  war ;  but  as  well 
as  being  the  first  tax  in  time  of  war,  it  is 

Mr,  Cohen. 


life.  I  thank  the  House  for  having^ 
listened  to  these  observations,  and  I  again 
congratulate  my  right  hon.  friend  on  his 
Budget  arid  its  reception. 
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*Mr.  HOLLAND  (Yorkshire,  W.R., '  real  need.  If  we  had  a  Chan- 
Rotherham) :  I  wish  to  express  my  grate- '  eellor  of  the  Exclie(]uer  at  the 
ful  appreciation  of  the  action  of  the  Chan-  present  moment  who  hekl  the  national 
eellor  of  the  Exchequer  in  regard  to  the  1  purse-strings  more  lightly  it  would  have 
stumps  on  brokers'  contract  notes.  When  !  been  a  great  misfortune  for  the  country, 
he  uitroduced  his  Budget  he  promised  in  I  feel  certain  we  need  have  no  fear  what- 
effect  to  keep  an  open  mind  as  to  any  re- 1  ever  of  the  present  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
presentations  which  might  be  made  to  ,  chequer  }ielding  to  the  blandishments  of 
him  in  regard  to  the  operation  of  the  pro-  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
posals  then  before  the  House.  Those  the  Isle  of  Thanet,  who  again  presented 
representations  have  since  been  put  before  '  nostrums  to  which  we  have  been 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  by  deputa- .  accustomed  for  many  years.  He  assured 
tions,  and  I  am  sure  it  was  extremely  |  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  with  a 
gratifying  to  us  to  hear  to-day  that  the  view  to  tempting  him  that  a  YOs.  duty  on 
matter  has  been  reconsidered  by  the  ]  corn  would  have  a  substantial  yield,  and 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  and  that  although  the  result  would  be  large,  indi- 
for  the  time  being  he  has  withdrawn  vidual  payments  would  be  small.  I  think 
the  clause  to  which  objection  has  been  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  committed  him- 
taken.  With  that  exception,  so  far  as  self  to  a  very  serious  fallacy  in  this. 
I  have  been  able  to  judge,  the  Budget  respect.  He  fell  into  the  error  of  assum- 
has  been  received  as  well  as  any  i  ing  that  the  consumer  would  only  pay 
Budget  could  have  been  expected  to  i  the  actual  amount  paid  in  duty.  That  is- 
be  received  which  proposed  the  not  really  the  case  in  pi-actice.  There  is^ 
colossal  taxation  that  was  inevitable,  not  only  the  duty  but  also  the  cost  of 
I  have  not  heard  many  words  of  objec-  handling,  the  cost  of  bonded  warehouses, 
tion  to  the  beer  tax,  nor  to  the  increased  and  many  other  incidental  charges.  The 
tax  on  spirits,  nor  to  the  addition  to  the    suggestion  that  such  a  tax  should  be  used 


income-tax.  I  do  not  suppose,  however, 
that  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  will 
deny  to  us  on  this  side  of  the  House  the 


for  providing  old-age  pensions  is  very 
curious.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  pro- 
posed to  provide  for  the  deserving  pooi- 


consolation  of  believing  that  if  this  Budget  after  sixty-five  years  of  age  by  making 
had  been  drawn  up  on  this  side  it  would  everyone  poorer  under  sixty-fivo  by 
have  contained  provisions  more  acceptable  increasing  the  cost  of  living.  That  is, 
to  us.  I  do  not  intend  to  dogmatise  on  ,  indeed,  taking  away  with  the  one  hand 
matters  of  this  kind,  but  if  it  had  fallen  '  what  we  give  with  the  other.  I  note 
to  the  lot  of  a  Liberal  Chancellor  of  the  !  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  still  ad^o- 
Exchequer  to  have  drawn  up  the  Budget,  |  cates  the  imposition  of  a  duty  on  imported 
the  probabilities  are  that  the  income  tax  :  manufactured  goods.  I  do  not  know 
would  have  been  more  fully  graduated  than  whether  it  is  worth  while  to  take  seriously 
it  now  is  by  means  of  exemptions  and  '  a  suggestion  thrown  out  in  such  a 
abatements,  that  the  tea  duty  might  not  [  haphazard  way,  but  although  he  may 
have  been  increased,  and  that  we  might .  hanker  after  a  duty  on  manufactured 
have  had  the  beginning  of  an  experiment  goods,  I  should  like  to  know  where  thero 
in  the  taxation  of  ground  values.  I  should  |  is  any  clamour  on  the  pu't  of  manufae- 
like  to  express  my  cordial  approval  of  \  turers  for  such  a  duty  ?  During  last  week 
the  general  tone  of  the  speech  delivered  '  the  annual  meetings  of  the  Associated 
earlier  in  the  debate  by  the  hon.  Chambers  of  Commerce  were  held,  at 
Member  for  Exeter.  The  whole  I  which  manufacturers  from  all  parts  of 
tone  of  that  speech,  which  en-  the  country  were  present,  but  I  did 
forced  economy  in  so  far  as  economy  not  hear  of  any  desire  on  their  part 
could  rightly  be  enforced,  is  one  that  to  have  a  duty  imposed  on  manufac- 
cannot  tail  to'  commend  itself  in  all  i  tured  goods  brought  into  this  country. 
quarters  of  the  House.  I  think  it  1 1  think  that  the  Returns  of  the  Board 
is  a  fortunate  circumstance  for  the  of  Trade  for  last  year  are  a  suflBcient 
country  that  we  have  in  office  just  now  a   refutation     to     the    arg.unents    of    the 

Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  who  is  not     •  i  ^   i         n     4.1  j    •        •        ^r 

_^  *  V ,  «  *        •         ur      «•  •        nirht   hon.   Gentleman,  and  m  view  of 

exti-avagant  by  nature  m  public  aiFau-s,  ,   ,^  , .  ,      .         I  .         , .  , 

and  we  may  feel  sure  that  he  will  not    ^^^  ^^^^  ^'^^  «^^^  ^^  prosperity  which 

they  unfold,  I  do  not  think  the  country 

can  be  expected  to  entertain  the  idea  of 


sanction    any     great     outlay     of     pub- 
lic    monev     U'ress     under     stress     of 
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reversing  a  fiscal  policy  which  has  existed 
so  long  and  answered  so  well. 

Mr.  JOHNSON-FERGUSON  (Leices- 
tei*shire,   Loughborough) :    There  is  one 
point  which  I  wish  to  bring  to  the  notice 
of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  and 
which,  if  he  is  able  to  answer  now,  may 
save  trouble  to  himself  and  his  Depart- 
ment.    The  right  hon.  Gentleman  is  no 
<loubt  aware  that  many  debentures  are 
issued  by  trading  companies,  to  which  a 
provision  is  attached  that,  if  the  issuing 
company  at  any  time  prior  to  the  date  at 
which  the  debentures  are  redeemable  at  par 
•choose,  they  shall  be  entitled  to  redeem 
4it  a  certain  advanced  price.     Last  year  a 
•circular    was    issued    from    the    Inland 
Eevenue  Department,  calling  the  attention 
of   trading  companies    having    such    de- 
bentures to  a  decision  which  was  given 
in  one  of  the  courts  by  Mr.  Justice  vVills 
and  Mr.  Justice  Bruce,  that  the  stamp 
-duty  payable  on  these  debentures  was  to 
be  I  paid,  not  on  the  par   value   of  each 
•debenture,  but  on  the  price  at  which  it 
<jould  be  redeemed  at  any  time  during  its 
existence.     The  particular  case  tried  by 
the  two  judges  was  the  case  of  a  XlOO 
debentiu-e  .    issued      in       1898,       and 
redeemable  at  par  in  1917,   but  power 
was  reserved  to  the  company  at  any  time 
between  July,  1900,  and  a  year  before 
the  time  when  the  debenture  would  ordi- 
narily be  redeemed,  to  redeem  it  at  103. 
It  w^  decided  by  the    Court  that  the 
stamp  on    these    debentures    should  be 
based  on  the  price  of  103,  instead  of  on 
the  par  value.     The  consequence  of  that 
was,  I  believe,  that  a  circular  was  sent 
out  by    the  Board  of  Inland    Revenue 
calling     the     attention     of     companies 
having  such  debentures  to  the  fact  that 
they  were  bound  to  pay  the  additional 
stamp  duty   on  their  full  value ;  and  I 
know    that  in  a  great  many  instances 
^lebentures  were  sent  up  to  the  Inland 
Revenue  Office  to  have  the  extra  stamp 
iiffixed  to  them.     Since  that  decision  was 
^ven  this  particular  case  was  carried  to 
the  Court  of  Appeal,  and  was  tried  there 
before  Lord    Justice    Smith    and    Lord 
Justice  Collins,   who  entirely    disagreed 
with  the  decision  given  by  the  Judges  of 
the  Court  of  First  Instance,  and  reversed 
their  decision.     Lord  Justice  Smith  very 
emphatically  laid  it  down  that  £100  was 
the  total  sum  seciu'ed  by  the  debenture, 
and  that  that  was  all  on  which  the  stamp 
duty  had  to  be  paid.     The  questions  I 

Mr.  Holland, 


want  to  address  to  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man are  :  What  is  he  going  to  do  with 
those  trading  concerns  which  have  paid 
the  additional  stamp  duty  on  these  deben- 
tures in  consequence  of  the  circular 
issued  by  the  Board  of  Inland  Revenue ; 
and,  in  the  second  place,  is  the  case  going 
to  be  carried  to  the  House  of  Lords,  or  is 
he  going  to  accept  the  decision  of  Lord 
Justice  Smith  ana  Lord  Justice  Collins  in 
the  Court  of  Appeal,  and  if  there  is  an 
appeal,  and  if  their  decision  is  upheld  by 
the  House  of  Lords,  will  this  extra  stamp 
duty  be  returned  to  those  concerned! 
This  is  a  matter  which  is  exciting  a  good 
deal  of  interest,  and  if  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  can  answer  my  question  de- 
finitely, it  will  put  an  end  to  a  good  deal 
of  feeling  on  the  matter  at  the  present 
time. 

♦Sir  M.  hicks  BEACH:  I  am  afraid 
that  offhand  I  am  not  able  to  answer  the 
question  of  the  learned  Member,  but  if  he 
will  be  good  enough  to  address  it  to  me 
in  the  ordinary  way  I  shall  be  very  happy 
to  do  so.  But  meanwhile,  I  may  say  that 
the  action  of  the  Board  of  Inland  Revenue 
in  matters  of  this  kind  is,  and  I  think 
ought  to  be,  to  a  great  extent,  indepen- 
dent of  the  Government  of  the  day.  It 
is  the  duty  of  the  Board  of  Inland 
Revenue  to  interpret  the  law  by  the  best 
advice  that  can  be  given  to  them,  and  if 
a  case  is  doubtful  and  contested  by  the 
taxpayer,  of  course  it  has  to  come  for  the 
decision  of  the  Court.  Whether  this 
decision  of  the  Court  of  Appeal  should  be 
accepted  or  not  is  a  matter  upon  which, 
necessarily,  the  law  officers  will  advise, 
and  the  action  of  the  Inland  Revenue 
must  be  guided  by  their  advice.  Until 
the  matter  is  settled  one  way  or  the 
other  it  would  be  absolutely  impossible 
for  me  to  give  an  answer  to  the  hon. 
Member.  I  need  only  detain  the 
House  for  a  very  short  time  with 
regard  to  the  general  debate.  It  has 
been  an  extremely  interesting  debate, 
but,  in  singular  contrast  to  the  view  of 
the  hon.  Member  for  Islington,  who  com- 
menced it.  He  began  by  saying  that  this 
was  the  most  oppressive  Budget  that  had 
been  known  for  a  century,  and  he  went 
on  to  expound  to  the  House  his  ideas  of 
taxation,  which  consisted,  I  believe,  in  this, 
that  whatever  happens  there  should  be  no 
increase  of  existing  taxes ;  that,  above  all, 
there  was  at  present  too  much  taxation 
on  drink,  and  that  any  additional  revenue 
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required  should  be  raised  by  some  new  tax, 
which  he  did  not  specify,  and  which,  I  am 
•quite  sure,  he  would  oppose  if  anybody 
proposed  it.  A  better  comment  upon 
the  wisdom  and  justice  of  views  of  that 
kind  than  that  which  has  been  afforded 
in  the  course  of  this  debate  it  would 
•be  impossible  to  imagine.  I  think 
that  the  main  complaints,  if  I  may 
'Call  them  complaints,  against  me  in 
regard  to  my  financial  proposals  for  this 
year  have  been  two.  In  the  first  place, 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  West  Monmouth,  supported  by 
my  hon.  friend  the  Member  for 
Salisbury,  suggested  that,  in  dealing 
with  the  financial  difficulty  due  to  the 
war,  I  had  not  imposed  suflScient 
^ditional  taxation.  I  cannot  admit 
that  the  calculations  of  my  hon.  friend 
the  Member  for  Salisbury  or  of  the  right 
lion.  Gentleman  as  to  the  amount  of 
taxation  which  is  to  go  towards  the 
<jost  of  the  war  were  quite  adequate. 
To  begin  with,  we  are  not  asking  Par- 
liament to  impose  only  twelve  anda-half 
millions  of  taxation  towards  the  cost  of 
the  war.  It  is  more  than  fourteen  mil- 
lions altogether,  including  the  arrears  of 
income-tax.  But  besides  that,  five  and 
a  half  millions,  possibly  six  millions, 
out  of  the  taxation  of  the  current  year 
^es  to  the  cost  of  the  war. 

Miu    SYDNEY    BUXTON     (Tower 
Hamlets,  Poplar)  :  It  has  gone  to  debt. 

^SiR  M.  HICKS  BEACH :  It  has  gone 
to  the  cost  of  the  war.  It  would  never 
go  to  debt  unless  it  had  been  beyond  the 
expenditure  of  the  year — in  fact  a  surplus 
— and  as  the  war  expenses  come  into  the 
expenditure  of  the  year  it  has  gone, 
necessarily,  towards  the  cost  of  the  war. 
That  altogether  in  two  years  is  twenty 
millions  towards  the  cost  of  the  war. 
And  further,  when  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Member  for  West  Monmouth 
said  that  this  six  millions  of  taxation  was 
spent  in  the  war  instead  of  pajring  off  the 
Debt,  and  assumed  that  it  was  precisely 
the  same  thing  as  adding  to  our  debt,  I 
entirely  demur  to  that  proposition.  It 
is  entirely  different.  Devoting  part  of  the 
taxation  of  the  year  towards  the  cost  of 
the  war,  which  but  for  the  war  would 
have  gone  to  the  reduction  of  the  Debt, 
is  by  no  means  the  same  as  adding  to  the 
debt  of  the  country  the  cost  of  the  war. 

Mr.  SYDNEY  BUXTON :   I  do  not 

^nean  to  interrupt  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
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man ;  but  surely,  if  these  five  millions  had 
not  gone  to  the  expenses  of  the  war,  they 
would  have  gone  to  the  extinction  of  the 
Debt. 

*Sir  M.  hicks  beach  :    No ;    the 
question  -is  this.     How  are  you  providing 
for  the  cost  of  this  war  ?     I  provide  for  it 
in  two  ways — by  additional  taxation,  or  by 
existing  taxation  ;  and  by  increasing  the 
debt  of  the  country.     This  five  and  a  half 
or  six  millions  is  the  proceeds  of  existing 
taxation,  and  therefore  is  fairly   to  be 
taken  into  account  in    considering  how 
much  is  being  paid  by  the  taxation  of  the 
country  and  now  much  is  being  paid  by 
an  addfition,  whether  temporary  or  other- 
wise, to  the  debt  of  the  country.     That,  I 
think,  is  perfectly  clear.     But,  more  than 
that ;  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  said  that 
on  the  Debt  account  we  were  not  forty- 
three  millions  to  the  bad,  as  I  stated  in 
my  Budget  speech,  but  fifty -three  millions 
to  the   bad.      I   do  not  admit  that  my 
proposal    to  suspend   during    this    year 
£4,600,000  of   the  Fixed  Debt  Charge, 
which  would  otherwise  have  gone  to  the 
reduction  of  the  Debt^  is  the  same  thing 
as  incurring  new  debt.     I  admit  it  is  not 
paying  off  old  debt,  but  it  is  not  the  same 
thmg  as  incurring  new  debt  or  adding 
to  the  existing  debt  of  the  country  for  the 
purposes  of  the  war.     They  are  two  very 
different  things,  and  unless  hon.  Members 
separate  them  in  their  minds   I  do  not 
thmk  they  can  form  a  fair  estimate  as  to 
what  the  country  is  being  called  upon  to 
pay  out  of  taxation  towards  the  eroenses 
of  the  war.     Then  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the    Member  for  West  Monmouth 
asked  me  how  I  propose  to  provide  for  the 
interest  on  the  thirty  millions  loan  which 
has  been  recently  raised.      I  called  the 
attention  of  the  Committee  in  my  Budget 
speech  to  the  fact  that  putting  the  ex- 
penses of  the  war  next  year  altogether 
aside,   and  simply  taking  what  may  be 
called  the  ordinary  expenditiu-e  of  the 
year,  as  against  the  ordinary  revenue  of  the 
year,  there  would  be  a  surplus  of  between 
£800,000  and  £900,000  of  revenue  over 
expenditure.    And  that  happens,  curiously 
enough,  to  be  just  about  the  amount  that 
will  be  required  towards  paying  the  in- 
terest on  the  thirty  millions.     But,  besides 
that,  as  we  are  adding  fourteen  millions  to 
the  taxation  [of  the  country,  we  think  it 
is  perfectly  fair  to  say  that  we  are  in 
that    way  providing  also    towards    the 
interest  on  the  Loan  which  will  be  bor- 
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rowod.  I  admit  that  we  do  not  ear-mark 
any  particular  sum  towards  the  pay- 
ment of  that  debt.  But  why  ?  Be- 
cause at  present  we  think  it  is  universally 
admitted  that  it  is  impossible  to  say  how 
much  the  total  debt  which  may  be  in- 
curred on  account  of  this  war  may  be. 
It  may  be  more  than  we  at 
present  expect.  It  may  be,  on  the  other 
hand,  very  much  less  than  the  House  has 
authorised  owing  to  the  recovery  of  a  con- 
siderable part  of  it  from  the  Transvaal ; 
and  until,  in  fact,  the  amount  is  settled  it 
is  absolutely  impossible  for  us  to  make 
permanent  provision  towai-ds  the  repay- 
ment of  the  capital  of  the  Debt  which 
has  been  authorised  by  Parliament. 
There  are  one  or  two  points  affecting  the 
Finance  Bill  on  which  criticisms  were 
made.  In  the  first  place,  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  King's  Lynn  unfavourably  criti- 
cised two  clauses  of  the  Bill  relating  to 
the  death  duties.  He  accused  me  of 
imposing,  by  one  of  them,  a  new  death 
duty  and  of  adding  to  the  severity  of  the 
Finance  Act  of  1894.  The  position  is  sim- 
ply this.  As  the  law  now  stands,  if  a  man 
possessing  an  estate  in  fee  simple,  whether 
in  personalty  or  in  realty,  chooses  during 
his  life  to  give  it  away  to  another  person,  if 
that  gift  is  made  more  than  twelve  months 
before  his  death,  that  property,  of  course, 
will  not  pass  at  his  death,  and  will  not  be 
charged  with  estate  duty.  But  if  he  is 
the  life  tenant  of  a  settled  estate,  and 
gives  his  interest  away  to  the  reversioner, 
at  any  moment  before  his  death — even  on 
his  death-bed — by  the  fact  of  that  gift, 
the  whole  property,  not  merely  his  life- 
interest,  which  may  be  worth  five  minutes 
purchase,  but  also  the  estate  of  the  re- 
versioner, will  escape  the  estate  duty. 
Now,  I  think  my  hon.  and  gallant  friend 
the  Member  for  the  Woodbridge  Division 
of  Suffolk  put  this  question  very  plainly 
to  the  House.  I  think  he  showed  that  it 
was  absolutely  necessary  in  this  matter 
to  maintain  equal  treatment  between 
settled  property  and  unsettled  property  ; 
and  it  woidd  be,  I  think,  an  outrage,  at 
the  very  time  in  which  we  are  increasing 
the  taxation  on  all  other  classes  of  the 
country,  if  we  allowed,  by  such  a  pro- 
ceeding as  this,  the  life-tenants  and  rever- 
sioners of  settled  estates,  who  are  cer- 
tainly among  the  wealthier  classes  of 
the  coimtry,  absolutely  to  escape  the 
estate  duty.  Then,  Sir,  the  Member  for 
King's  Lynn  unfavourably  criticised  the 
claiise  in  the  Bill  relating  to  the  aggre- 

Sir  M.  Hicks  Beach. 


gation 


of    property.        That  is    a  very 
technical  subject,  and  I  think  it  can  be 
better    dealt    with   in    Committee  than 
the   Second   Reading,       But  I  may 


on 

say  generally  that  the  clause  in  the  Bill 
is  the  outcome   of  a  careful  inquiry  by 
very    competent    persons.      Two    years 
ago   this    question   of   the   law   relating 
to    the    aggregation    of     property    was 
raised  by  the   noble  Lord  the   Member 
for  the  Biggleswade  Division  of  Bedford- 
shire, and  was  discussed  at  considerable 
length.     Nothing  came  of  it  then.    But 
last  year  the  discussion  was  renewed,  and 
I  think  all  of  us  w^ho  took  part  in  the 
debate  were    convinced    that,    al though 
there  were  difficulties  in  the  way  of  an 
amendment  of  the  law,  yet  the  present 
condition  of  the  law  was  unsatisfactory. 
And  in  accordance  with  the  general  feel- 
ing of  the  House,  I  promised  to  appoint  a 
Departmental  Committee  to  consider  this 
particular  question.  That  Committee  con- 
sisted of  the  Member  for  Haddingtonshire, 
the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Dumfries 
Biu'ghs,  the  present  Solicitor  General,  my 
hon.  friend  the  Member  for  the  Wood- 
bridge  Division  of  Suffolk,  my  noble  friend 
the  Member  for  the  Biggleswade  Division 
of  Bedfordshire,  and  the  Chairman  of  the 
Board  of    Inland    Bevenue.     I    do  not 
think  a  more  competent  Committee  could 
be  got  together.     They   arrived    unani- 
mously at  the  conclusion   which   is  era- 
bodied  in  this  clause  of  the  Bill.    The 
hon    Member  for   Halifax    brought  two 
questions   before  me    with   reference  v> 
the  income  tax.     He  said   that  income 
tax  at  present  was  not  sufficiently  charged 
on  ground  values,  and  that  some  altera- 
tion    should    be    made    with     the    ob- 
ject   of   securing,  through    that    tax,  a 
contribution  from    vacant  building  land 
in     the    neighboui'hood     of     towns.      I 
do     not     quite    see    how    that   can    be 
secured  when,  this  being  a  tax  on  income^ 
there  is  really  little  or  no  income  from  the 
land.     I  may  remind   the  hon.  Member 
that  property  of    this    kind    has    beon 
brought  under    Imperial   taxation    very 
much  more  than  it  used  to  be  through 
the  death  duties.     There  is  no  doubt  that 
the  contribution  of  building  land  towaids 
Imperial  taxation  is  very  different  under 
the  present  law  to  what  it  was  befoi*e 
the  Finance  Act  of  1894.     I  think  that 
what  the  hon.  Member  has  in  his  mind 
is  part  of  the  very  ^iflScult  question  of 
the  taxation  of  ground  values.     I  agree 
very  much  with   the  hon.  Member  for 
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the  Woodbridge  Division  of  Suffolk  that 
whatever  it  may  be  possible  to  extract 
from  land,  whether  built  upon  or  likely 
to  be  built   upon,    by  way  of   taxation, 
beyond  that  which  is  now  demanded,  will 
probably  go  more  to  local  taxation  than 
to  Imperial  taxation.      I  do  not  think,  if 
you  fairly  consider  the  existing  state  of  the 
law  in  regard  to  death  duties,  you  will  find 
it  possible  to  extract  equitably  more  from 
this  class  of  property  towards  Imperial 
taxation  than  at  present.  As  to  the  sugges- 
tion that  income-tax  should  be  paid  on  fines 
for  the  renewal  of  building  leases,  I  will  in- 
quire further  into  that  matter.  The  subject 
is  a  highly  technical  one  and  one  by  no 
means  easy  to  deal  with.    It  may  be  that 
fines  of  this  nature  which  are  at  present 
properly  liable  to  income-tax  do  not  pay 
it ;     but    it    is    extremely    difficult    to 
ascertain  when  these  fines  are  paid  and 
what  is  their  amount ;  but  I  will  call  the 
attention  of  the  Inland  Revenue  authori- 
ties to  the  subject  and  see  how  best  to 
secure  that  the  existing  law    shall    be 
properly  carried  into  effect.     I   do  not 
know  that  there  is  any  other  particular 
matter  included  in  the  Finance  Bill  which 
was  the  subject  of  adverse  criticism.     No 
doubt  one  or  two  speakers  have  said  that 
the  tea  duty  was  unfairly  increased  as 
compared  with  the  duty  on  alcohol  and 
tobacco,  but^I  think  that  has  been  fairly 
answered  when   it  is  said  that  the    tea 
duty  is  a  low  one  when  compared  with 
that  on  alcohol  and  tobacco  at  the  present 
time.      There  has  been  a  good  deal  of 
discussion    in    the    course  of  the   even- 
ing   upon     the    general    scope    of    oiu* 
present  system  of  taxation.      I  think  no 
greater  tribute  could  have  been  paid  to 
that  system  than  that  which  was  actually 
paid  by  one  or  two  members  who  were 
desirous  to  do  what  they  could  towards 
securing  economy    in   expenditure.       It 
was  actually  alleged  by   more  than  one 
speaker    that    the    best    way  of    doing 
that  was  to    add   in  some    way  to   the 
subjects  of  existing  taxation,  in  order, 
by     irritating    the     taxpayer,   to    make 
him     more      interested      in     economy. 
Does  not  that  show,   if  anything  could 
show,       how      lightly       our      taxation 
bears    on   the  country   at    the    present 
time  1    I  do  not  suppose  for  a  moment 
that  the  manner  in  which  this  Budget 
lias  been  received  both  by  the  House  and 
the    country    is    due   to  any  particular 
xnerit  of  my  own  or  of  any  proposal  I 
have  made.      I  know   it  is  mainly   due 


to  the  fact  that,  taken  as  a  whole,  the 
great  majority  of    the  people  feel  that 
the   expenditure    required    is    necessary 
and  that  they  are  ready  to  submit  to  be 
taxed  for  it.  But  what  I  have  endeavoure<l 
to  do  is  this  :     I  have  not   cared   in  the 
least  for  the  charge,  of  want  of  imagina- 
tion.    I  have  not  cared  about  the  obser- 
vations that  have  been  addressed  to  me 
in  the  press  and  elsewhere  as  to  the  hum- 
drum nature  of  the  Budget,  or  the  criti- 
cism that  it  is  a  Budget  that  any  school- 
boy could   have  prepared.     That,  to  my 
mind,  is  a  compliment.     I  have  felt  that 
this  was  a  temporary    necessity    which 
the  country  had  to  meet,  and  that  I  was 
bound  to  take  care  that  in  dealing  with  a 
temporary  necessity  I  should  do  nothing 
which  would  have,  perhaps  permanently, 
an    injurious    effect    on    commerce  and 
trade.      I  undoubtedly  felt  a  desire  not 
to  raise  new  fiscal  questions  that  might 
excite  differences — and  acute  differences 
— in  this    House.       I    do  not    think  it 
would    be   advisable    to    do    so    at  the' 
present    time,     but  I   should  not  have 
shrunk  from  doing  that  if  I  ha<l  thought 
it   was   necessary  and   right.     I  did  not 
think  so,  and  I  have  been  more  confirmed 
in  that  impression  by  the  course  of  the 
debate    this   evening.       What    are    the 
suggestions  of   hon.    Members    like    the 
Member  for  Bang's  Lvnn  ?     He  was  good 
enough  to  suggest  that  we  should    tax 
diamonds,  pearls,  feathers,  and  lace  in  a 
way  which  made  me  doubt  whether  he 
had  ever  suflSciently  realised  that  two  of 
the  highest  and  holiest  feelint^s  in  woman '8 
nature   are   the   love    ef    diamonds   and 
the    love     of    smuggling.       But    when 
the  hon.    Member    went   on    to  suggest 
that  I  should  lower  the  limit  of  income- 
tax    and    collect     it     from    persons    of 
smaller  income — I  do  not  know  what  ex 
pedient  may  be  necessary  in  the  course  o 
the  finance  of  the  future — but  I  do  think 
that  any  proposal  of  that  kind  would  be 
full  of  difficulty  and  danger.     Then  my 
right  hon.  friend    the  Member   for   the 
Isle  of  Thanet  suggested  that  a  shilling 
duty  on  corn,  though  good  in  principle, 
was  a  mere  flea-bite,  and  that  to  do  any 
good  whatever  we  ought  to  have  at  least 
a  10s.  duty  on  corn  in  order  to  meet  the 
growing  expenditure  of  the  country.     Of 
course,  it  was  tempting  to  hear  that  such 
a  duty  would  produce  twenty  millions. 
But  when  he  went  on  to  say  he  would 
spend  the  proceeds  in  old-age   pensions, 
and    that    I  was  also    in  some  way  to 
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T)rovido    for    preferential    treatment    of 
c  >lonial  produce,  by  which  I  must  neces- 
sarily tax  a  considerable  part  of  the  twenty 
V  ill  ions,  I  began  then  to  think  his  fiscal 
proposals,  whatever  their  effect  in  promot- 
ing the  peculiar  ideas  he  is   so   fond  of 
ventilating,    would    not     produce    much 
towards      the       ordinary      expenditure 
of       the     country.      There     was     one 
speech   which    I   listened    to   with    real 
pleasure,  and  that  was  the  speech  from 
my  hon.  friend  the  Member  for  Exeter. 
My  hon.  friend  is  a  man  of  great  financial 
experience  and  knowledge,  and  I  am  sure 
that  the  House  will  feel  that  in  him  we 
have  one  who  will  in  the  future  be  a  great 
acquisition    to   our    debates.      My    hon. 
friend  gave  utterance  to  some  valuable 
truths,  and  nothing  was  more  welcome  in 
his  speech  than  the  stress  he  laid  upon 
the  necessity  in  these  days  of  economy. 
I  welcome  him  as  an  aid  to  me  in  my 
task  in  this  matter.     At  present  I  am 
thankful  to  say  that,  if  I  put  war  expen- 
diture apart,  the   financial  prospects   of 
the  country,  even  at  the  present  rate  of 
expenditure,  are  by   no  means  bad.     I 
have  shown  to  the  House  that  but  for 
war    expenditure,     and     including    the 
permanent  additions   to  our  expenditure 
on    the  military    services,  the    ordinary 
revenue     of     the     year,   without    addi- 
tional taxation,    would     show     a    sub- 
stantial   surplus      over     the      expendi- 
ture.     Of    course    times    may    change. 
It  may  be  necessary,  if   in  the  face  of 
commercial  distress  we  have  to  meet  an 
expenditure  in  the  future  greater   even 
than  that  with  which  we  are  at  present 
engaged,  for  us  to  look  beyond  the  exist- 
ing sources  of  taxation  and  to  endeavour 
to  find  new  sources  of  taxation  to  supple- 
ment our  revenue.  I  know  that  that  may 
bo  necessary.  I  remember  that  in  the  year 
1854,  just  after  Mr.  Gladstone  had  made 
his  great  alterations  in  the  tariff  of  the 
country,  when  he  had  removed  I  do  not 
know  how  many  articles  from  our  Customs 
tariff,  and  had  effected  a  great  financial 
change,   he  said   that    war    expenditure 
was  a  thing  which  could  not  be  limited 
by    any    preconceived    policy    of    this 
kind,   and    that    it   might  be  necessarv 
even  to  restore  some  of  the  duties  which 
he   bad    just  abolished   if   the   financial 
necessities  of  the  war  should  demand  it. 


So  it  may  be  necessary  some  day  for  this 
,  country  to  enlarge  the  numlier  of  subjects 
I  on  which  we  levy  indirect  taxation.  I  do 
not  deny  it  for  a  moment,  but  at  present 
it  is  not  necessary.  I  have  thought  it 
wiser  and  better  to  adhere  to  our  existing 
sources  of  taxation  for  the  present 
emergency,  and  I  will  conclude  by 
thanking  the  House  for  the  manner  in 
which  this  Budget  has  been  received,  and 
by  expressing  the  hope  that  after  the 
discussion  which  has  taken  place,  we  may 
be  permitted  now  to  take  the  division  on 
the  Second  Reading. 

Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND  (Waterford) : 
The  arrangement  to  close  the  debate  at 
an  early  hour  this  evening  was  arrived  at 
to  some  extent  in  order  that  Irish  Mem- 
bers might  have  the  whole  of  the  sitting 
on  Thursday  for  tjie  discussion  of  the 
alleged  grievance    with    regard    to    the 
financial  relations  between  Great  Britain 
and   Ireland.      That  being  so  the  Irish 
Members  have,  I  believe,  abstained  alto- 
gether from  taking  part  in  the  discussion 
to-night,  and,  recognising  the  desire  of  the 
First  Lord  to  meet  our  wishes  in  this 
matter,  I  desire  to  state  in  one  or  two 
brief  sentences  that  the  Irish  Members  do 
not  regard  this  as  a  "  humdrum  "  Budget ; 
it  is  a  Budget  which  imposes  upon  Ire- 
land  more  additional  taxation  tnan  has 
ever  been  proposed  in  any  year  since  the 
passage  of  tne  Act  of  Union.     It  pro- 
poses to  impose  on  Ireland  an  additional 
taxation  of  considerably  over  £1,000,000, 
and  that  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  the 
Government  to  provide  the  expenses  of  a 
war  at  which  the  whole  conscience  of  the 
Irish  people  revolted.     Under  the  circum- 
stances  I  think  it  would  not  be  fair  or 
advantageous  for  me  to  dilate  upon  this 
matter ;  it  is  enough  for  me  to  protest  on 
behalf  of  the  Irish  Members  against  this 
Budget,  which  we  regard  as  an  ag^ava- 
tion   of  the  injustice    under   which  we 
suffer.     From  the  Irish  point  of  view  the 
Budget  isjiniqui tons  and  most  unjust  to  our 
country,  .and  with  this  brief  word  of  pro- 
test against  it  the  Irish  Members   will 
record  their  votes  in  the  Lobby  against 
the  Second  Reading  of  this  Bill. 

Question  put. 

The     House     divided : — Ayes,     182  ; 
Noes,  30.     (Division  List  No.  73.) 


Allhusen,  Augustus  Henry  E. 
Anson,  Sir  William  Reynell 
Archdale,  Edward  Mervyn 

Sir  M.  Hieks  Beach. 


AYES. 

Arnold,  Alfred 
Amold-Forster,  Hugh  O. 
Atkinson,  Rt.  Hon.  John 


Bailey,  James  (Walworth) 
BalcarreA,  Lord 
Balfour,Rt.Hon.A.J.(Manch*r 
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Banbury,  Frederick  George 
Bai  ry,KtHn.A.H.Smith(Uts. 
Hartley,  George  C.  T. 
Beacb,Rt.Hn.SirM.H.(Bristol 
Bethell,  Commander 
BUI.  Charles 
Billson,  Alfred 
Bland  ell.  Colonel  Henry 
Bond,  Edward 
BroadbuFBt,  Henry 
Brodrick,  Rt.  Hon.  St.  Jolin 
Ballard,  Sir  Harry 
Bart,  Thomas 
Batcher,  John  George 
Buxton,  Sydney  Charles 
Caldwell,  James 
Campbell-Bannerman,  Sir  H. 
Causton,  Richard  Knight 
Cavendish, V.  C.  W.  (Derbysh.) 
Cecil,  Lord  Hugh  (Greenwich) 
Cbamber]ain,Rt.  Hon.  J.  ( Birm. 
Chamberlain,  J  Ansien  (Worc'r 
Chaplin,  Rt.  Hon.  Henry 
Cbarrington,  Spencer 
Clare,  Octavius  Leigh 
Cohen,  Benjamin  Louis 
Co] lings,  Rt«  Hon.  Jesse 
ColomOfSirJohnC^barlesReady 
Cook,  Fred.  Lncas  (Lambeth) 
Corbett, A. Cameron  (Glasgow) 
ComwailiSjFiennesStanleyW. 
Cox,  Irwin  Edward  Bainbndge 
Cross,  Alexander  (Glasgow) 
Cross,  Herb.  Shepherd(Bolton) 
Curzon,  Viscount 
Dalkeith,  Earl  of 
Davies.M.  Vaughan- (Cardigan 
Denny,  Colonel 
Dilke,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Charles 
Dixon-Uartland,  Sir  F.  Dixon 
Doughty,  George 
Douglas,  Rt  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Donglas,  Charles  M.  (Lanark) 
Faber,  George  Denison 
FelloweSjHon.  Ailwyn  Edward 
Finch,  Geoive  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Flower,  Ernest 
Foster,  Colonel  (Lancaster) 
Foster,  Sir  W.  (Derby  Co.) 
Gedge,  Sydney 
Gibbs,HnA.G.H.  (Cityof  Lond 
Giles,  Charles  Tyrrell 
Gilliat,  John  Saunders 
Gladstone,  Rt.  H D.Herbert  J. 
Goddard,  Daniel  Ford 
€rod8on,SirAugustU9Frederick 
Golds  worthy,  Major  (^reneral 
Gordon,  Hon.  John  Edward 


Abraham,  Wm.  (Cork,  N.E.) 

Austin,  M.  (Limerick,  W.) 

Clancy,  John  Joseph 

Commins,  Andrew 

Crean,  Eugene 

Crilly,  Daniel 

Currau,  Thomas  B.  (Donegal) 

Doogan.  P.  C. 

Engledew,  Charles  John 

Farrell,  James  P.  (Cavan,  W.) 

Farrell,  Thomas  J.  (Kerry,  S.) 


{19  March  1900} 

Gor8t,Rt.  Hon.  Sir  John  Eldon 
Gosohen,  (^eorge  J.  (Sussex) 
Goulding,  Edward  Alfred 
Gray,  Ernest  (West  Ham) 
Green,  WalfordD(Wednesbury 
Greene,  H.  D.  (Shrewsbury) 
Gretton,  John 
Griffith,  Ellis  J. 
Gall,  Sir  Cameron 
Hanbury,  Rt.  Hon.  Robert  Wra. 
Hanson.  Sir  Reginald 
Hare,  Thomas  Leigh 
Harwood,  George 
Heath,  James 
Heaton,  Jehn  Henniker 
Hedderwick,Thomas  Chdis.  H. 
Helder,  Augustus 
Hermon-Hodge,RobertTrotter 
Hoare,Ed.  Brodie(Hampstead 
Holland,  William  Henry 
Homiman,  Frederick  John 
Houston,  R.  P. 
Hutchinson,  Capt.G.W.Grice- 
Hutton,  John  (Yorks,  N.  R.) 
Jebb,  Richard  Claverhouse 
Johnson- Fewison,  JabezEdw. 
Johnston,  William  (Belfast) 
Johnstone,  Heywood  (Sussex) 
Jones,  Wm.  (Carnarvonshire) 
Kenyon-Slaney,  Col.  William 
Keswick,  William 
Kimber,  Henry 
Lafone,  Alfred 
Lawrence,SirEDuming-(Com. 
Lawrence,  W.  F.  (Liverpool) 
Leigh-Bennett,  Henry  Currie 
Leng,  Sir  John 
Lockwood,  Lt-Col.  A.  R. 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Erskine 
LongjCol.CharlesW  (Evesham 
Long,  RtHnWal  rer(  Liverpool ) 
Lowe,  Francis  William 
Lowles,  John 
Loyd,  Archie  Kirkman 
Lucas-Shs  dwell,  William 
M*Crae,  George 
M'Kenna,  Reginald 
Malcolm.  Ian 

Mendl,  Sigismund  Ferdinand 
Meysey- Thompson,  Sir  H.  M. 
More,  Robt.  Jasper(Shropshire) 
Morrell,  (ieorge  Herbert 
Morton,  Arth.  H.A.(Deptford) 
Mo^s,  Samuel 
Moulton.  John  Fletcher 
Murray,  Rt  Hn.  A.  Q.  (Bute) 
Murray,  Chaa.  J.  (Coventry) 
Newdigate,  Francis  Alex. 
O'Neill,  Hon.  Robert  Torrens 

NOES. 

Field,  William  (Dublin) 
Flavin,  Michael  Joseph 
Flynn,  Jamen  Christopher 
Harrington,  Timothy 
Jameson,  Major  J.  Eustace 
Kilbride,  Denis 
Law8on,SirWilfrid(Cum'land) 
Lloyd -Geor^,  David 
Macaleese,  Daniel 
M'Dermott,  Patrick 
M'Ghee,  Richard 


Bill. 


1266 


Pease,  Herbert  P.  (Darlingt'n 
Phillpolts,  Captain  Arthur 
Piatt- Higgins,  Frederick) 
Plunkett,  Rt.  Hn.  H.  Curzon 
Pollock,  Harry  Frederick 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Pretyman,  Ernest  George 
Provand,  Andrew  Dry  burgh 
Purvis,  Robert 
Pym»  C.  Guy 
Rankin,  Sir  James 
Renshaw,  Charles  Bine 
Rentoul,  James  Alexander 
Richardson,  J.  (Durham,S.E.) 
Ritchie,  Rt.  Hon.  C.  Thomson 
Robertson,  Edmund  (Dundee) 
Robertson,  Herbert  (Hackney) 
Robinson,  Brooke 
Rothschild,  Hon.  Lionel  W. 
Round,  James 
Rusrell,  T.  W.  (Tyrone) 
Rutherford,  John 
Samuel,  Harry  S.  (Limehouse) 
Samuel,  J.  (Stockton-on-Tees) 
Sandy8,Lieut-Col.Tho8.Myle8 
Seely,  Charles  Hilton 
Sharpe,  William  Edward  T. 
Smith,  Abel  H.  (Christchurch) 
Smith,  James  P.  (Lanarks) 
Soames.  Arthur  Wellesley 
Stewart,SirMark  J.  M*Taggart 
Stone,  Sir  Benjamin 
Strauss,  Arthur 
Strutt,  Hon.  Charles  Hedley 
Thomas,  David  A.  (Merthyr) 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Tomlinson,  Wm.  Ed.  Murray 
Trevelyan,  Charles  Philips 
Tritton,  Charles  Ernest 
Ure,  Alexander 
Vincent,  Sir  Edgar  (Exeter) 
Wanklyn,  James  Leslie 
Warner,  Thos.  Courtenay  T. 
Warr,  Augustus  Frederick 
Webster,  Sir  Richard  E. 
\Miarton,Rt  Hon.  John  Lloyd 
Williams,  Colonel  R.  (Dorset) 
Willoughby  de  Eresby,  Lord 
Wilson,FrederickW.(Norfolk) 
Wilson,  J.  W.  (Worcestersh.  N.) 
Wilson  Todd,  W.  H.  (Yorks.) 
Wodehouse,RtHn.E.R(Bath 
Wolff,  Gustav  Wilhelm 
Wyndham,  George 
Young,Commander  (Berks,E.) 

Tellers  for  the  Ayes — 
Mr.  Anstruther  and  ^Mr. 
Fisher. 


Molloy,  Bernard  Charles 
O'Connor,  T.  P.  (Liverpool) 
O'Keeffe,  Francis  Arthur 
Pamell,  John  Howard 
Redmond,  John  E.  (Waterford 
Roberts,  John  Bryn  (Eifion) 
Sullivan,  Donal  (Westmeath) 
Wilson,  Jos.  H.  (Middlesbrough 
Tellers   for  the   Nof^s— 

Captain  Donelan  and  Mr. 

Patrick  O'Brien. 


Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  committed  for  Thursday. 
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SUPPLY  [13th  March]  REPORT. 

'  "^Order  read,  for  resuming  Adjourned 
Dobate'on  Question  [16th  March],  "  That 
this  House  doth  agree  with  the  Committee 
in  the  Third  Resolution,  *  That  a  sum, 
not  exceeding  £15,200,000,  be  granted  to 
Her  Majesty,  to  defray  the  Charge  for  the 
Pay,  Allowances,  and  other  Charges  of 
Her  Majesty*s  Army  at  Home  and 
Abroad  (exclusive  of  India)  (General  Staff, 
Regiments,  Reserve,  and  Departments), 
which  will  come  in  course  of  payment 
during  the  year  ending  on  the  3 1st  day 
of  March,  1901." 

Question  again  proposed. 

Debate  resumed. 

Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE  (Carnarvon 
Boroughs)  :  I  wish  briefly  to  draw 
attention  to  the  question  of  the  pay  given 
to  the  colonial  forces  in  South  Africa, 
and  particularly  to  the  forces  raised 
locally.  There  is  a  sum  of  £3,000,000 
in  the  Vote  for  the  pay  of  25,000  colonial 
ttt)op8  raised  in  South  Africa,  while  the 
sum  allocated  for  the  British  force  of 
400,000  men  is  £8,278,000.  I  want  to 
know  why  the  British  soldier  should  be 
paid  Is.  4d.  a  day,  while  the  colonial 
troops  receive  58.  per  day.  Why  is  the 
amateur  soldier  paid  four  times  as  much 
as  the  trained  man  %  This  rate  of  pay- 
ment is  exceedingly  unfair  to  our  troops. 
The  only  indication  of  defence  by  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  the  other 
night  was  that  this  was  a  case  of  emer- 
gency— that  the  Government  had  to  raise 
a  force  in  South  Africa  in  a  hurry  and, 
consequently,  to  pay  the  men  any  price 
which  would  induce  them  to  come 
forward.  Surely  if  that  is  so, 
the  fault  is  with  the  Grovernment. 
They  knew  perfectly  well  that  this  war 
was  coming  on  them  in  a  few  weeks  or 
months,  and  yet  they  left  South  Africa  in 
such  a  position  that  they  had  to  raise 
25,000  men  locally  to  defend  it.  Plenty 
of  men  could  have  been  got  at  home,  but 
because  the  Government  did  not  prepare 
for  war  we  have  to  pay  5s.  a  day  each  to 
25,000  men.  Owing  to  the  blunders  of 
the  Government,  not  of  the  War  Office, 
the  country  is  £2,000,000  a  year  worse 
off.  I  have  not  the  slightest  doubt  the 
War  Office  have  mobilised  the  troops  as 
soon  as  the  Government  indicated  to  them 
there  was  a  necessity  for  it,  and  they  have 
done  it  in  the  shortest  possible  period  of 
time.     I  do  not  think  the  action  of  the 


War  Office  is  open  to  criticism  in  this 
matter.  I  repeat,  I  think  this  difference 
of  pay  is  exceedingly  unfair  to  the  British 
soldier.  Now,  I  desire  to  know  whether 
it  is  proposed  that  these  men  shall  be  paid 
5s.  a  day  during  the  war  only,  or  are 
they  to  be  utilised  as  an  army  of  occupa- ' 
tion.  If  we  are  going  to  annex  the  two 
Republics,  and  that  is  the  only  inference 
that  can  be  drawn  from  the  reply  of  Lord 
Salisbury  to  President  Kruger,  there  is 
no  doubt  we  shall  have  to  employ  a  large 
army  of  occupation  for  several  years  m 
South  Africa  generally.  We  shall  have 
to  police  the  whole  of  these  three  great 
provinces,  and  I  am  told  that  50,000  men 
will  be  required  for  this  business.  We 
shall  have  to  do  as  we  did  in  the  case  of 
Egypt.  But  there  is  this  difference.  In 
Egypt  we  could  utilise  native  troops,  in 
South  Africa  we  must  fall  back  on  the 
British  Army.  If  the  colonial  troops  are 
to  form  part  of  the  army  of  occupation,  is 
it  proposed  to  cut  down  their  pay  so  as 
to  put  them  on  a  level  with  the  other 
troops  in  the  British  Army  ? 

♦Sir  JOHN  COLOMB  (Great  Yar- 
mouth) :  I  think  that  question  is  a  com- 
plicated one,  which  under  present  circum- 
stances it  is  not  desirable  to  discuss  much. 
I  rise  for  the  purpose  of  raising  two 
other  questions.  One  is  the  wholesale  dis- 
tribution of  commissions  and  the  manner 
in  which  the  War  Office  is  carrjdng  it 
out.  The  other  has  reference  to  the 
Royal  Reseno  battalions.  With  regard 
to  the  first,  one  thousand  and  one 
hundred  direct  commissions  are  to  be 
given  and  all  hon.  Members  know  of  the 
policy  of  the  War  Office  is  that  they  are 
giving  them  to  the  universities  'for  men 
up  to  thirty  years  and  offering  them  to 
►the  public  schools.  We  have  no  figures 
as  to  the  distribution  between  those  bodies. 

The  UNDER  SECRETARY  or 
STATE  FOR  W^AR  (Mr.  Wyndham, 
Dover) :  Thirty  are  to  be  given  to  the 
public  schools. 

♦Sir  JOHN  COLOMB:  My  broad 
question  is,  what  is  the  aggregate  number 
of  commissions  to  be  offered  to  the  univer- 
sities, what  is  the  aggregate  number  to 
be  offered  to  the  public  schools,  and 
what  is  the  aggregate  number  remaining, 
and  in  what  way  are  the  War  Office  going 
to  dispose  of  them  ?  This  is  a  question 
which  seriously  affects  the  cadets  at  Wool- 
wich and  Sandhurst,  and  I  cannot  see  that 
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the  Under  Secretary  has  disproved  the 
<5hargemy  right  hon.  friend  the  Member  for 
North-east  Manchester  brought  against 
the  scheme  that  is  unjust  to  those  cadets. 
The  other  point  is  this.  You  have  got 
a  large  force  of  Volunteers  serving  at 
the  front  in  South  Africa,  partly 
furnished  by  the  colonies  and  partly  by 
the  United  Kingdom.  It  is  a  matter  of 
common  knowlalge  that  a  large  number 
-serving  are  gentlemen  of  education, 
standing  and  knowledge,  but  who  have 
not  that  knack  of  doing  paper  work  well 
to  secure  their  passing  at  a  competitive 
examination.  They  are  going  through 
the  best  proof,  and  they  are  affording  the 
best  opportunities  to  their  superior 
officers  to  select  those  that  are  most 
qualified  to  be  officers  in  Her  Majesty's 
Army.  I  ask  my  right  hon.  friend 
-as  representing  the  War  Office 
to  tell  us  whether  the  War  Office 
has  got  any  policy  at  all  with  regard  to 
that  matter.  My  own  information  is  that 
there  are  1,100  commissions  to  be  given, 
-and  the  least  that  can  be  done  is  to 
reserve  300  of  these  to  be  placed  at  the 
disposal  of  the  generals  in  the  field  in 
-South  Africa  for  them  to  select  the. men  on 
whom  they  should  be  conferred.  My  hon. 
friend  recognises  the  necessity  of  doing 
everything  we  can  to  show  a  generous  and 
hearty  spirit  in  reciprocating  the  action 
-of  the  colonies  in  sending  troops  to  South 
Africa  ;  and  I  can  conceive  of  no  policy 
more  fitted  to  accentuate  our  appre- 
ciation than  the  fact  of  reserving  a 
-considerable  proportion  of  those  1,100 
commissions  to  be  awarded,  at  the  discre- 
tion of  the  generals,  to  those  who  are  now 
.serving  as  private  soldiers  or  non-com- 
missioned officers  in  South  Africa.  I  do 
hope  my  hon.  friend  will  give  us  an 
explicit  and  broad  reply  showing  that  the 
War  Office  really  appreciates  the  situa- 
tion and  that  they  have  a  policy  in  this 
matter.  Another  question  I  wish  to 
speak  upon  is  that  of  the  Royal  Reserve 
^ttalion.  I  do  wonder  if  the  House 
sufficiently  appreciates  what  the  War 
Office  is  doing  in  this  matter.  It  is 
absolutely  and  entirely  a  new  departure 
in  our  policy  with  regard  to  Regular 
troops.  The  foundation  and  the  essence 
of  the  obligation  of  the  Regular 
troops  is  that  they  are  for  general 
service,  ready  to  go  anywhere  and 
do  anything ;  but  you  are  calling 
back  into  the  ranks  of  the  Regular  service, 
and  giving  large  bonuses  in  doing  it,  men 
whose  service   is  limited  to  the  United 


Kingdom.  When  you  consider  the  prece- 
dent that  is  being  established,  I  think 
those  who  know  anything  about  Army 
questions  at  all  will  forgive  me  for  not 
only  moving  a  reduction  of  the  Vote,  but 
for  explainmg  my  absolute  objection  to 
what  in  proposed.  I  would  not  trouble 
the  House  now  with  arguments  on  the 
subject  were  it  not  that  we  have  not  a 
sufficient  or  explicit  description  of  the 
reason  for  the  policy  inducing  the  War 
Office  to  make  that  new  departure.  My 
hon.  friend  in  introducing  this  matter  to 
the  House  spoke  of  it  as  a  very  interest- 
ing experiment.  Well,  I  think  we  have  a 
right  to  know  what  induced  them 
to  try  this  new  and  interesting 
experiment.  Is  it  part  of  a  general  policy 
or  a  haphazard  policy  to  bring  part  of  the 
force  back  ?  The  experiment,  ab  far  as 
he  justified  it,  was  stated  to  be  in  conse- 
quence of  new  discoveries  made  by  the 
War  Office.  The  War  Office  had  suddenly 
discovered  that  there  was  unorganised 
material  to  draw  upon.  Men  of  the 
Regular  Army  whose  service  had  expired, 
and  who  had  completed  their  engage- 
ment, were  available  to  be  called  up  if 
they  would  come.  But  the  worst  thing 
of  all  was  that  he  said  it  was  an  indefinite 
scheme.  I  do  think  that  in  making  an 
entirely  new  departure  in  arrangements 
those  arguments  and  reasons  were 
wholly  insufficient  and  inadequate,  and 
I  wish  to  give  him  a  clear  and  explicit 
opportunity,  in  view  of  the  reduction 
I  shall  move,  of  telling  us  and 
letting  the  House  and  the  country 
understand  what  is  the  policy  the  War 
Office  had  in  view  in  taking  this  entirely 
new  departure.  My  objection  to  it  may 
be  briefly  stated  now.  He  said  that  a 
great  deal — and  it  seemed  to  me  the  only 
reason  the  War  Office  gave  for  this  new 
departure — of  interest,  deep  interest,  was 
now  taken  in  "  interior  "  defence.  I  think 
we  have  a  right  to  know  the  meaning  of 
this  new  term.  I  only  understand 
defence  as  a  general  defence  of  this 
country.  We  cannot  argue  that  now, 
but  I  feel  very  strongly  that  this  is  the 
small  end  of  the  wedge  of  a  policy  that  is 
determined  to  ignore  the  influence  of  sea 
power  as  the  determining  military  arma- 
ment of  this  country.  [Laughter.]  Of 
course,  my  hon.  friend  laughs  at  that. 
Really,  it  is  lamentable,  my  hon.  friend, 
as  representing  the  War  Office  charged 
with  the  military  responsibility  of 
this  great  Empire,  should  laugh  at  the 
influence  of   sea  power  on  our  military 
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arrangements.  The  question  before  the 
House  is  your  Imperial  policy,  and  the 
point  I  now  call  attention  to  is  the  extent 
to  which  the  War  Office  ignores  the 
influence  of  sea  power  in  regard  to  our 
military  arrangements,  and,  therefore, 
when  we  see  the  War  Office  taking  a  new 
departure  to  give  large  bounties  to  soldiers 
to  come  back  into  the  ranks  and  at  the  same 
time  to  limit  their  service  to  the  United 
Kingdom,  I  think  it  is  an  indication  that 
the  War  Office  do  not  appreciate  the  posi- 
tion that  they  are  taking  a  retrograde  step. 
You  are  offering  to  any  man  between 
twenty-one  and  forty-five  who  will  come 
back  to  the  service  and  form  a  local  Reserve 
battalion  a  boimty  of  £22,  and  you  are 
making  an  absolute  and  specific  stipula- 
tion that  under  no  circumstance  is  the  man 
to  be  moved  out  of  the  United  Kingdom. 
My  hon.  friend  stated  that  up  to  last 
Saturday  week  the  result  had  been,  as  he 
termed  it,  magnificent.  He  said  17,000 
odd  men  had  come  back,  and  he  gave  us 
the  number  of  military  and  artillery, 
but  left  out  over  2,500.  Why  were 
these  2,500  left  out  ?  Were  they  cavalry- 
men who  were  called  back  to  their 
arm  of  the  service  ?  I  ask  what  sort 
of  drivers  you  will  get  for  the  Royal 
Horse  Artillery  among  men  who  left  the 
service  at  tweniy-fiye,  and  having  been 
employed  in  sedentary  pursuits  now 
turn  up  at  forty-five  to  obtain  this 
bounty  ?  You  have  said  that  the  principle 
is  that  they  should  join  their  own  arm  of 
the  service.  Can  any  man  in  this  House 
conceive  the  mobility  of  a  troop  of  Royal 
Horse  Artillery  composed  of  men  between 
forty  and  forty-five  1  The  only  ground  on 
which  this  expenditure  of  money  could  be 
defended  would  be  that  the  real  attraction 
for  the  old  soldier  coming  back  to  the 
army  is  to  go  to  the  front.  [Hear,  hear !] 
Hear,  hear  !  Then  that  is  why  you  offer 
him  £22  to  stay  at  home  1  You  give 
these  large  bounties  to  prevent  them  from 
carrying  out  their  desire  to  go  to  the 
front.  Now,  does  that  not  make  the 
position  worse  than  ever  %  You  are  calling 
these  men  a  Royal  Reserve  Battalion. 
What  are  they  a  reserve  for  1  They  are 
not  a  reserve  of  your  Regular  Army.  The 
reserve  for  the  Regular  Army  is  a  reserve 
capable  of  filling  the  ranks  of  the  Regular 
Army,  wherever  it  is.  You  are  giving 
bonuses  to  this  reserve  for  the  purpose  of 
securing  that  they  will  not  be  a  reserve. 
The  only  explanation  is  that  it  is  an 
absolutely    retrograde   step,  and   a    pre- 
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cedent  that  is  dangerous  to  the 
Army.  Without  troubling  the  House 
further,  I  shall  take  the  opportunity  of 
recording  my  individual  vote  against 
establishing  a  principle  which  is  opposed 
to  every  principle  on  which  your  Regular 
Army  is  founded.  It  is  an  Imperial  and  a 
mobile  army,  and  to  pay  £22  to  men  to 
rejoin  the  Regular  Army  to  go  nowhere 
and  do  nothing  is  a  principle  I  cannot 
take  the  responsibility  of  supporting. 

Mr.  WARNER  (Staffordshire,Lichfield): 
Not  only  does  this  Royal  Reserve  not 
form  a  reserve  of  the  Army,  but  it  is  really 
doing  a  great  injustice  to  what  is  the 
Reserve,  which  is  the  Militia.  It  will 
encourage  men  to  go  into  this  Royal 
Reserve,  and  for  the  future  men  will  not 
join  the  Militia,  because  they  will  think 
that  they  will  be  prevented  from  earning: 
this  big  bounty  in  the  case  of  war^ 
Everything  is  done  in  time  of  peace  to 
abolish  the  Militia,  and  now  you  are 
going  to  give  it  another  blow  by  giving^ 
encouragement  to  old  soldiers  not  to  go 
into  the  Militia.  A  militiaman  gets  a 
bounty  of  £5,  and  he  gets  his  pay.  That 
is  payment  for  his  duty,  it  is  not 
payment  for  being  an  old  soldier. 
It  is  a  small  sum  to  put  ia 
comparison  with  £22  given  to  the  other 
men.  It  is  really  a  very  hard  case,  and  I 
am  sorry  it  is  out  of.  order  that  a  reduc- 
tion should  be  moved,  because  it  is  one  of 
the  subjects  that  the  people  of  the  coun- 
try ought  to  know  more  about.  With 
reference  to  the  question  raised  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  Great  Yarmouth — the  hard- 
ness on  the  young  men  out  in  Africa  who. 
are  Militia  officers  attached  to  regular  regi- 
ments— I  heard  of  a  case  the  other  day 
where  a  Militia  officer  attached  to  a  regu- 
lar regiment,  and  who  was  serving  in 
South  Africa,  was  superseded  by  an 
officer  appointed  from  home.  Cases  oi 
that  kind  are  likely  to  recur,  and  I 
think  that  is  partly  because  you  are  not 
giving  the  Generals  at  the  Cape  sufficient 
commissions  to  give  to  men  raised  from 
the  ranks.  I  think  a  larger  number  of 
those  commissions  should  be  given  to  mea 
out  at  the  Cape. 

*Mr.  WYNDHAM  ;  I  was  surprised  to 
find  the  hon.  Member  for  Carnarvon' 
taking  an  interest  in  Army  matters,  and 
I  said  to  myself,  Is  Saul  also  amongst  the- 
prophets  %  But  the  hon.  Member  soon 
revealed  the  fact  that  he  was  a  'pretitica 
hand.    The  hon.  Member  complained  that 
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money  was  wasted  in  employing  Volun- 
teers in  South  Africa  who  would  not  have 
l>een  needed  if  the  regular  forces  had  been 
maintained  there  on  a  larger  scale. 
Taking  the  Volunteer  forces  in  South 
Africa  at  21,000,  their  equivalent  in 
Regular  troops  would  be  twenty-one 
battalions,  and  twenty-one  battalions  in 
South  Africa  involved  twenty-one  more 
battalions  at  home.  The  cost  of  those 
forty-two  battalions  would  be  something 
like  £2,600,000  a  year.  I  think  that 
shows  that  he  has  not  studied  this  ques- 
tion quite  so  anxiously  as  it  ought  to 
have  been  studied. 

♦Sir  JOHN  CX)LOMB  :  I  am  sure  that 
nothing  I  have  said  justifies  my  honour- 
able friend  in  coming  to  that  conclusion. 

♦Mr.  WYNDHAM:  The  hon.  and 
gallant  Member  for  Great  Yarmouth  asked 
lor  a  broad  and  explicit  statement  on 
the  question  of  the  distribution  of  com- 
missions. The  very  totals  which  he 
asked  for  have  been  given  already  to  the 
right  hon.  Member  for  North-east  Man- 
chester, in  order  that  he  might  pursue  his 
very  important  investigations  in  the  right 
way  instead  of  addressing  questions  to 
me.  It  is  clearly  not  a  subject  that  can 
be  debated  night  after  night  in  this 
House,  and  I  cannot  point  out  the  reUtive 
merits  of  those  candidates.    , 

♦Sir  JOHN  C.OLOMB :  What  I  asked 
was  what  number  was  to  be  reserved  for 
distribution  among  the  Volunteers,  home 
and  colonial,  in  South  Africa. 

♦Mr.  WYNDHAM :  I  can  onlv  repeat 
that  this  is  not  a  question  which  can 
profitably  be  discussed  in  this  House.  It 
may  interest  a  few,  but  must  place  a 
great  burden  on  the  patience  of  many 
hon.  Members  who  are  M'illing  that  this 
should  be  dealt  with  by  the  authorities 
until  you  have  b,  prima  facie  case  on  which 
your  argument  may  be  based.  Explana- 
tions have  been  asked  with  respect  to 
the  new  departure.  That  subject  has 
formed  the  whole  tenor  of  eight  or  nine 
speeches  I  have  made  in  this  House, 
because  we  were  face  to  face  with  a 
new  situation.  I  imagine  that  every 
Member  of  this  House  knows  what  - 
that  situation  was.  We  had  to  send 
an  enormous  number  of  men,  an  enormous 
number  of  artillery  and  cavalry,  more 
than  two  army  corps,  to  South  Africa, 
not,  as  everybody  supposed  might  possibly 


be  the  case,  as  an  incident  in  the  second 
and  successful  stage  of  a  war  against  a 
first  class  Power,  but  as  a  phase  in  a  war 
arising  from  difficulties  in  our  colonial 
Empire.  Whether  the  policy  fii  the* 
Government  and  of  all  its  predecessors 
has  been  right  or  wrong,  it  has  been  the 
policy  both  of  the  present  Grovernment 
and  of  all  its  predecessors  that  we  ought 
to  be  in  a  position  to  send  two* 
army  corps  abroad.  But  nobody  has- 
ever  supposed  that  that  would  be  done 
except  as  against  a  first-class  Power. 
Therefore  ,it  has  always  been  hoped  that 
we  could,  out  of  our  Army  at  home,, 
which  supplies  the  Army  abroad,, 
either  maintain  three  army  corps- 
at  home,  or  as  a  second  phase  of  a. 
struggle  with  a  first-class  Power  send 
two  army  corps  abroad.  We  are  now 
left  in  this  country  with .  only  a  fraction 
of  one  army  corps.  The  military  advisers 
of  the  Government  have  told  us  that  we 
ought  to  have  three  army  corps  in  this- 
country,  organised  and  mobile.  The 
adoption  of  the  plan  of  offering  special 
terms  to  soldiers  who  have  served  with 
the  colours  is  recommended  by  the  prin- 
cipal advisers  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  War.  In  the  judgment  of  the  Com- 
mander-in-Chief, now  and  at  any  time 
during  the  last  fifteen  years  we  ought  to 
be  able  to  put  three  organised  army  corps 
into  the  field.  That  being  so,  and  the 
trained  men  not  existing  organised  in  the 
country,  but  unorganised,  it  is  recom- 
mended that  they  should  be  organised. 
That  is  the  whole  of  the  story. 

♦Sir  CHARLES  DILKE  (Gloucester- 
shire.  Forest  of  Dean):  The  answer  of 
the  Under  Secretary  is  even  more  unsatis- 
factory on  this  occasion  than  his  answers 
have  been  on  former  occasions.  His 
answer  to  my  hon.  friend  behind  me  is 
hardly  fair.  It  is  an  undoubted  fact  that 
the  effect  in  the  minds  of  the  men  is  one 
of  discontent. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM :  The  hon.  Member 
produced  no  evidence  of  discontent  exist- 
ing in  their  minds,  and  I  have  no  reason 
to  believe  that  it  does. 

♦Sir  CHARLES  DILKE:  I  have 
accepted  all  along  myself  the  statement 
of  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  that  he 
thinks  it  unwise  that  this  question  should 
be  discussed,  and  I  am  content  with 
that  statement.  With  regard  to  the 
Royal  Reserve   Battalions,  as  the    hon.. 
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^lember  opposite  has  said,  it  is 
an  entirely  ,  new  departure  from 
the  previous  policy  of  this  country 
as  regards  the  Regular  Army.  It  was 
never  mentioned  here.  It  was  concealed 
from  us.  The  Under  Secretary  of  State 
has  attacked  the  hon.  and  gallant 
Member  for  Great  Yarmouth  on  the  ground 
that  he  holds  on  this  matter  opinions 
peculiar  to  himself  and  which  he  thinks 
no  one  else  in  the  country  holds.  1 
ventiu-e  to  say  that  the  great  majority 
of  members  hold  that  opinion,  and  the 
House  was  absolutely  startled  when  they 
first  became  aware  that  this  new 
Regular  force  was  for  service  only  at 
home. 

Mr.    WYNDHAM:    The    charge    of 
•concealment   cannot  be   brought  against 

us. 

♦Sir  CHARLES  DILKE  :  In  our  early 
debates  here  that  proposal  was  not  dis- 
<ilosed.  It  was  supposed  that  Vote  1  was 
the  one  on  which  this  matter  was  to  be 
discussed.  I  only  regret  that  it  should 
have  been  passed  without  any  debate  at 
all  on  the  previous  occasion  when  it  came 
before  the  Housft.  This  proposal  is  the 
negation  of  vie\ys  that  are  held  by  the 
^eat  majority  of  the  people  of  the 
country,  who  believe  that  the  defence  of 
this  country  against  invasion  is  best  made 
in  a  naval  rather  than  a  land  form.  You 
have  an  enormous  number  of  infantry  for 
land  service  at  home.  The  difficulty  here 
is  not  the  number  of  men.  It  is  to  make 
a  good  army  of  them  against  those  troubles 
to  which  the  hon  Member  has  referred. 
The  real  defence  of  the  country  against 
projects  of  invasion  is  to  a  larger  extent 
realised  in  her  Fleet  and  in  her  supremacy 
at  sea.  For  the  large  sums  of  money 
which  are  spent  on  the  Army  you  require 
to  get  your  return  in  a  force  capable  of 
^oing  anywhere  and  doing  anything. 
You  have  a  great  number  of  men  at  home 
in  these  old  soldiers  from  whom  you 
^et  a  number  of  infantry  to  add  to 
the  large  number  for  home  service  which 
you  already  possess  in  the  Volunteers. 
What  you  need,  it  seems  to  me,  is  a  force 
which — under  certain  circumstances  that 
all  of  us  can  foresee  are  possibilities,  but 
we  hope  not  probabilities — could  go  to 
any  portion  of  the  world.  We  are  now 
in  this  position :  we  are  spending 
enormous  sums  on  our  peace  defence, 
quite  apart  from  questions  of  the  war, 
and  these  enormous  sums  are  increasing 
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in  amount  very  rapidly  indeed.  There- 
fore, when  you  have  to  choo»e  between  a 
number  of  things,  not  being  able  to  pay 
for  all,  or  to  do  everything  you  wish  to 
do,  you  should  select  those  things  which 
are  most  vital  to  yoiu*  interests.  And 
this  scheme  of  requiring  a  certain  number 
of  time-expired  men,  who,  from  the  very 
conditions  of  the  case,  must  be  mainly 
infantry  soldiers,  should  not  be  limited  by 
the  condition  that  the  men  were  to  serve 
only  at  home.  That  is  not  an  opinion 
held  by  my  hon.  and  gallant  friend  only ; 
it  is  not  the  opinion  merely  of  certain 
eccentric  individuals,  it  is  the  opinion  of 
the  great  majority  of  the  Members  of  this 
House  and  of  the  people  throughout  the 
country  who  have  studied  the  question. 
["No,  no!"]  Having  some  means  of 
ascertaining  the  opinion  of  Members  who 
are  interested  in  this  subject  on  either 
side  of  the  House,  I  know  their  real 
opinion  is  opposed  to  the  proposal. 

Mr.  ARN0LD-F0RSTER(Belfa8t,\V,): 
While  I  think  it  is  just  that  the  War 
Office  should  take  advantage  of  the  present 
national  emergency,  I  am  of  opinion  that 
they  are  going  rather  further  than  they 
are  warranted  by  asking  us  to  sanction, 
under  the  plea  of  emergency  measures, 
things  that  will  last  a  great  deal  longer 
than  this  emergency  will  last.  I  entirely 
associate  myself  with  what  has  been  said 
by  the  last  two  speakers  on  this  question 
of  the  Royal  Reserve  Battalions,  and,  so  far 
from  considering  it  to  be  a  heresy,  I  cannot 
conceive  any  reason  why  the  majority  of 
the  Members  of  this  House  or  of  the 
people  of  the  country  should  entertain 
any  other  opinion.  My  hon  friend  said 
that  the  military  advisers  had  thought  it 
a  good  thing  to  take  advantage  of  a 
certain  amount  of  military  material  in 
the  country. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM:  What  I  said  was 
that  the  military  advisers  said  now  the 
same  as  they  had  said  for  twelve  or 
fourteen  years  past,  namely,  that  we 
ought  to  have  a  force  of  three  army  corps 
in  this  country. 

Mr.  ARNOLD-FORSTER:  I  quite 
admit  the  fact  that  they  have  given  this 
advice  and  that  it  has  never  been  followed, 
but  that  was  not  my  point.  What  I 
understood  the  hon.  Qentleman  to  say 
was  that  the  military  advisers  had  said  it 
was  desirable  to  make  use  of  a  certain 
amount  of  military  material  in  the  country. 
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If  he  did  not  say  so  I  presume  the  advice  |  mental  in  the  past.  It  ii  no  use  pre- 
must  have  been  given,  because  the  War  |  tending  that  these  battalions  are  anything 
Office  have  done  so.  to  do  with  our  present  emergency.     They 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  In  order  to  make  |  '^''^  "«'  ^omg  to  be  raised  in  time  for  this 

,    .  ^  '  emergency,  and  we  shall  have  to  go  on 

up  tnat  lorce.  ^  ^j^.^^  ^j^j^  system  and  add  to  the  quota  of 

Mr.  ARNOLD-FORSTER  :  In  order  recruits  to  be  found,  not  in  war  times  l^t 
to  make  up  that  force.  But  it  has  never  in  peace  time.  I  think  when  we  are 
yet  been  suggested  that  we  should  raise  |  asked  to  sanction  the  raising  of  these 
an  army  corps  for  the  purpose  of  being  battalions  we  should  have  some  explana- 
under  all  circumstances  retained  in  this  I  tion  from  the  hon.  Gentleman  of  the 
country.  We  require  some  justification  processes  to  which  he  is  going  to  resort 
for  excepting  this  small  contingent  from  |  in  order  to  achieve  his  'object.  My  hon. 
the  law  which  always  has  governed  the  friend  said  that  the  recruiting  question  is 
recruiting  of  troops  for  the  service  of  really  at  the  bottom  of  the  whole  matter, 
this  country.  The  whole  tendency  has  I  and  he  apparently  had  some  sanguine 
been  in  the  opposite  direction.  Within  expectation  that  all  the  experience  of  the 
the  last  few  days  the  hon.  Gentleman  has  j  past  would  be  contradicted  and  reversed 
told  us  that  the  force  which  from  time  in  the  future.  He  told  us  that  the 
immemorial  has  been  confined  strictly  to  recruiting  returns  had  shown  a  steady 
this  country — the  Militia — is  now  enlisted  I  increase  of  yield  during  the  last  five 
on  terms  which  are  to  make  its  removal  !  years.  That  is  a  mistake  ;  the  hon. 
from  this  country  coincide  with  almost  Gentleman  has  been  misinformed.  The 
every  demand  that  a  foreign  war  may  '  numbers  have  increased  during  the  last 
make.  We  have  no  reason  to  suppose  ;  two  years,  which  have  been  years  of  very 
there  was  any  military  opinion  anywhere  '  exceptional  character,  when  the  standard 
in  favour  of — to  use  the  expression  of  the  i  ofrequirement  has  been  very  much  lowered, 
right  hon.  bart. — "  tying  by  the  leg  "  a  and  exceptional  etforts  have  been  made  to 
certain  number  of  battalions.  I  do  not ;  fill  new  battalions.  But  for  four  or  five 
«ee  that  in  order  to  obtain  the  men  it  is  |  successive  years  up  to  1898  the  numbers 
necessary  that  it  should  be  so,  and  1 1  steadily  declined.  I  disagree  with  the 
entirely  fail  to  recognise  any  reason  for  '  Department  in  attempting  to  raise  these 
it.  I  object  to  this  proposal  because  it  is  new  battalions  as  long  as  our  present 
really  trying  to  do  too  much  under  this  plea  |  system  goes  on,  and  I  greatly  regret  that 
of  emergency.  This  is  a  great  departure  i  we  have  been  asked  to  give  our  assent  to 
from  our  recognised  policy.  It  is  all  very  '  the  continuance  of  that  system,  as  we  are 
well  to  laugh  at  my  hon.  and  gallant  friend  '  practically  compelled  to  do  by  this  pro- 
the  Member  for  Great  Yarmouth  when  he  j  posal.  There  is  one  other  point  to  which 
mentions  the  question  of  the  Navy.  The  '  I  wish  to  allude.  My  hon.  friend 
question  of  the  Navy  is  one  which  con-  challenged  my  statement  that  at  the 
cems  the  people  of  this  country  far  more  i  commencement  of  this  war  not  a  single 
than  the  question  of  the  Army,  and  it  is  ;  bdttalion  did  go  to  the  front.  I  hoped 
not  fair  to  put  my  hon.  and  gallant  friend  !  that,  ha\'ing  challenged  my  statement,  he 
off  by  an  allusion  to  the  opinion  of  would  give  me  the  name  of  at  least  one 
our  military  advisers,  who,  after  all,  have  |  battalion.  I  have  not  received  that  name, 
not  been  so  extraordinary  correct  in  the  and  I  am  fully  confident  I  never  shall, 
past  that  we  should  bow  down  whenever  ■  because  the  battalion  does  not  exist, 
we  hear  their  name  mentioned.  We  have  We  ought  to  be  given  some  information 
been  hurried  through  these  debates  from  as  to  the  new  scheme  by  which  it  is 
a  variety  of  reasons,  some  of  which  are  intended  to  prevent  a  recurrence  of  a 
good,  and  some  bad,  but  as  we  are  now  circumstance  of  that  kind.  It  was  said 
practically  dealing  with  the  subject  before  |  incidentally  by  my  hon.  friend  that  we 
us  I  wish  to  enter  my  respectful  protest '  wanted  a  certain  number  of  battalions 
against  the  passage,  under  the  guise  of '  always  ready  for  war ;  but  we  have  had 
emergency  measures,  of  these  two  items,  ,  absolutely  no  indication  that  any  scheme 
which  are  going  to  last  a  very  great  deal  is  contemplated  or  l)eing  prepared  to 
longer  than  the  emergency.  We  are  produce  that  result  in  the  future  any 
being  pledged  by  the  raising  of  these  '  more  than  in  the  past.  On  these  two 
twelve  new  battalions  to  the  continuance  points  I  wish  toregister  my  protest.  It  is 
of  the  system  which  has  proved  so  detri-    perfectly  idle,  of  course,  during  the  present 
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session,  to  attempt  to  hinder  the  passage  of 
these  proposals  into  law ;  they  will  pass, 
and  no  doubt  we  should  reap  the  bitter 
fruit  in  years  to  come.  But  I  do  not 
desire  it  to  be  said  that  I  or  anyone  who 
realises  the  disastrous  nature  of  these 
proposals  have  lightly  agreed  to  them 
under  any  plea  but  that  of  necessity,  and 
the  duty  of  supporting  the  Grovernment 
in  a  time  such  as  the  present. 

Mr.  BRYN  ROBERTS  (Carnarvon- 
shire, Eifion) :  The  figures  themselves  in 
connection  with  this  Vote  are  most 
suggestive.  We  have  here  a  Vote  of 
£3,000,000  for  21,000  South  African 
troops,  and  a  Vote  of  £8,250,000  for 
400,000  British  troops.  The  disparity  is 
enormous,  and  if  the  hon.  Gentleman 
thinks  it  will  not  excite  any  feeling  of 
indignation  on  the  part  of  British 
soldiers  it  must  be  on  the  supposition  that 
they  do  not  share  in  the  common  feelings 
of  the  rest  of  mankind.  The  disparity  is 
increased  when  it  is  remembered  that 
many  of  these  men  who  are  being  paid  at 
the  higher  rate  are  refugees  from 
Johannesburg,  who  really  subsisted  on 
charity  before  they  were  taken  into  the 
South  African  forces.  Yet  they  are  paid 
at  the  rate  of  four  times  as  much  as  the 
regular  British  soldier.  The  rest  of  the 
force  are  the  unemployed  of  South  Africa, 
and  the  very  class  on  whose  behalf  we  are 
fighting,  and  in  the  interest  of  whose 
political  designs  we  have  embarked  on 
this  enormous  war.  Surely,  instead  of 
being  paid  more,  they  ought  to  be  willing 
to  work  for  less,  seeing  we  are  fighting 
their  battles.  England  is  bein^  bled  on 
all  sides.  Our  soldiers  are  bled  literally 
on  account  of  these  people,  and  now  the 
taxpayers  are  to  be  bled  in  order  to  pay 
this  South  African  force  at  an  enormously 
disproportionate  rate.  I  am  perfectly 
certain  that  this  is  a  point  upon  which  the 
British  Army  and  the  British  people  will 
feel  sore  when  they  begin  to  consider,  as 
they  will  consider  after  the  war  is  over, 
the  cost  of  this  conflict. 

Commander  BETHELL  (Yorkshire, 
E.R.,  Holderness) :  I  rather  take  exception 
to  the  view  of  the  right  hon.  Baronet  the 
Member  for  Forest  of  Dean  and  of  the  hon. 
and  gallant  Member  for  Great  Yarmouth, 
who  seem  to  press  the  doctrine  of  naval 
defence  to  an  extreme  point.  The  fact 
is  that  historically,  as  well  as  prima  facie, 
defensive   defence   has  always  played   a 
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very  great  part  in  war,  and  however  true 
it  may  be  that  the  defence  of  our  shores 
is  in  our  Fleet,  I  am  perfectly  persuaded 
we  could  not  afford  to  leave  this  country 
denuded  of  troops  even  for  the  purpose  of 
defence.  I  do  not  agree  that  the  Govern- 
ment have  done  wrong  in  the  special 
effort  they  have  made  to  obtain  what 
I  may  fairly  call  a  reserve  army  for 
an  emergency  purpose.  Personally  I 
should  be  disposed,  if  I  were  discussing 
this  matter  at  any  length,  to  question  the 
wisdom  of  having  sent  Militia  regiments 
abroad  so  largely.  I  should  have  thought 
the  men  to  be  embodied  in  this  reserve 
army  would  be  better  fitted  for  that 
purpose.  But  that  is  not  the  question  I 
am  now  discussing.  I  merely  want  to 
put  in  a  protest  against  the  extreme 
doctrine  of  naval  defence  being  pushed 
too  far,  and  against  the  attempt  not 
infrequently  made  to  persuade  those  who 
sit  in  this  House,  and  those  outside  who 
are  interested  in  this  question,  that 
defensive  defence  is  a  mistake  ^nd  ought 
to  be  abandoned,  and  that  offensive 
defence  by  a  mobile  military  force  is  the 
only  defence  that  ought  to  be  considered. 
I  do  not  believe  that  view  is  sound  ;  I  am 
certain  that  historically  it  is  unsound* 
and  I  doubt  whether  men  who  carried  on 
wars  before  would  not  have  seen  the  point 
if  it  was  true. 

*SiR  JOHN  COLOMB :  St.  Vincent. 

Commander  BETHELL :  My  hon,  and 
gallant  friend  mentions  St.  Vincent,  but 
it  must  not  be  forgotten  that  there  was  a 
large  defensive  force  in  this  country 
during  all  that  time,  and,  above  all,  do 
not  let  us  forget  that  in  another  great 
maritime  war  we  may  not  be  able  to  put 
our  hands  on  a  Nelson  or  a  St.  Vincent ; 
they  are  the  products  of  long  efforts  of 
fighting.  I  should  be  very  sorry  indeed 
to  see  any  Government  risk  the  fortunes 
of  this  country  by  trusting  entirely  to 
naval  defence,  although  I  would  be  the 
last  person  to  depreciate  the  enormous 
value  we  all  attach  to  that  service. 

♦Colonel  WELBY  (Taunton^:  The 
speech  of  the  hon.  and  gallant  Member 
who  has  just  sat  down  would  seem  to 
imply  that  the  whole  of  our  defence 
depends  on  the  raising  of  these  reserve 
battalions,  and  its  whole  tendency  was  to 
the  view  that  if  the  Navv  was  not  in  ex- 
istence  our  shores  would  be  undefended. 
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The  hon.  and  gallant  Member  has  failed 
to  take  into  consideration  the  enormous 
number  of  troops  which  already  exist.     If 
I   understand   the  hon.   Gentleman    the 
Under  Secretary  for  War  correctly,  his 
great     justification     for     raising     these 
battalions  is  that  they  are  necessary  to 
complete  the   three  Army   corps  which 
are  considered   requisite  for  the  defence 
of  this  country.     I  think  he  can  only 
arrive  at  that  conclusion  by  putting  on 
one   side  all  the  battalions  told  off  for 
carrisons   in  all   parts  of  the    country. 
What  need  is  there  at  the  present  time 
for  these  battalions  1      If  there   was  a 
foreign  foe  in  the  Channel  it  would  be 
justifiable,  but  at  present  I  think  the  fair 
argument    is    that    we  have  plenty    of 
troops  if  only  they  are  properly  organised. 
I  cannot  say  that  I  look  upon  this  scheme 
as  at  all  satisfactory.      It  means  that  a 
number  of  oflScers  have  been  called  up 
from  the  retired  list  and  a  great  number 
of  reserve  men  from  their  civil  avocations. 
If   there  is  no  ulterior  motive  in  this 
scheme  I  think  it  will  lead  to  very  great 
discontent  in  the  country.      When  these 
reserve     battalions     are    disbanded    the 
officers   will   eo  back  to  the  retired  list. 
The  men  wiff  have  been  called  up  from 
their  employment ;  they  will  have  received 
the  £22  bounty  and  very  possibly  have 
spent  it  in  a  way  not  altogether  desirable; 
they  will  go  back  to  work  at  a  time  when 
the  reserve  men  are  returning  from  South 
Africa,  and  there  will  probably  be  great 
difficulty  in  obtaining  employment.     The 
scheme  is  not  one  which  finds  sympathy 
with  the  practical  soldiers  of  the  country. 
It  is  an  emergency  scheme  of  the  Govern- 
ment,  and  as  such   I  shall  support  it, 
because,  at  the  present  time  I  feel  that 
the  country  is  in  difficulties  and  that  it 
is  my  duty  to  uphold  the  Government. 
But  at  the  same  time  I  feel  that,  as  a 
practical  soldier,   it  is  my  duty  to  lay 
before  the  House  my  own  hesitancy  about 
the  policy  and  about  the  future  good  of 
ithis  scheme  of  reserve  battalions. 

Dr.  tanner  (Cork  Co.,  Mid),  whose 
remarks  were  inaudible  in  the  Press 
■Gallery,  briefly  addressed  the  House. 

♦Mr.  speaker   called  the  attention 
of  the  House  to  the  continued  irrelevance 
on  the  part  of  the   hon.   Member,  and 
directed  him  to  discontinue  his  speech. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 


SUPPLY  [16th  March]. 
Resolutions  reported : — 

Army  Estimates,  1900-1901. 

1.  "That  a  sum,  not  exceeding 
J&655,000,  be  granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to 
defray  the  Charge  for  the  Pay,  <fec.,  of 
the  Medical  Establishment,  and  for 
Medicines,  &c.,  which  will  come  in  course 
of  payment  during  the  year  ending  on 
the  31st  day  of  March,  1901." 

2.  "That  a  sum,  not  exceeding 
£2,288,000,  be  granted  to  Her  Majesty, 
to  defray  the  Charge  for  the  Pay,  Bounty, 
&c.,  of  the  Militia  (to  a  number  not  ex- 
ceeding 131,571,  including  30,000  Militia 
Reserve),  which  will  come  in  course  of 
payment  during  the  year  ending  on  the 
31st  day  of  March,  1901." 

3.  "That  a  sum,  not  exceeding 
£144,000,  be  granted  to  Her  Majesty, 
to  defray  Jhe  Charge  for  the  Pay  and 
Miscellaneous  Charges  of  the  Yeomanry 
Cavalry,  which  will  come  in  course  of 
payment  during  the  year  ending  on  the 
31st  day  of  March,  1901." 

4.  "That  a  sum,  not  exceeding 
£1,230,000,  be  granted  to  Her  Majesty, 
to  defray  the  Charge  for  Capitation 
Grants  and  Miscellaneous  Charges  of 
Volunteer  Corps,  including  Pay,  etc.  of 
the  Permanent  Stafl",  which  will  come 
in  course  of  payment  during  the  year 
ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March,  1901." 

Resolutions  agreed  to. 

WAYS  AND  MEANS  [15th   March]. 
Resolutions  reported : 

1.  "That,  towards  making  good  the 
Supply  granted  to  Her  Majesty  for  the 
service  of  the  years  ending  on  the  31st 
day  of  March,  1899  and  1900,  the  sum 
of  £466,770  be  granted  out  of  the  Con- 
solidated Fund  of  the  United  Kingdom." 

2.  "That,  towards  making  good  the 
Supply  granted  to  Her  Majesty  for  the 
service  of  the  year  ending  on  the  3 1st  day 
of  March,  1901,  the  sum  of  £46,156,500 
be  granted  out  of  the  Consolidated  Fund 
of  the  United  Kingdom." 

Resolutions  agreed  to  :  Bill  ordered  to 
be  brought  in  by   Mr.  James  William 


1283  Censm  {areat  {COMMONS} 

Lowther,    Mr.    Chancellor    of    the    Ex- 
chequer, and  Mr.  Hanbury. 


Britain)  Bill. 


1284 


CONSOLIDATED  FUND  (No.  2) 

"To  apply   certain   sums  out 
Consolidated  Fund  to  the  service 
years  ending  on  the  Slst  day  of 
1899,  1900,  and  1901,"  presented 
ingly,  and  read  the  First  time ;  to 
a  Second  time  to-morrow. 

CENSUS  [EXPENSES]. 
Resolution  reported. 


BILL. 

of  the 
of  the 
March, 
accord- 
be  read 


Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  for  the  Third 
time." 


I 


"That  it  is  expedient  to  authorise  the 
payment,  out  of  moneys  to  be  provided 
by  Parliament,  of  any  Expenses  incurred 
for  the  purposes  of  the  Census,  under 
any  Acts  of  the  present  Session  for  taking 
the  Census  in  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland." 

Resolution  agi*eed  to. 

CENSUS  (GREAT  BRITAIN)  BILL. 

Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

[Mr.  J.  W.  Lowther  (Cumberland,  Pen- 
rith) in  the  Chair.] 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Louth,  N.) 
appealed  to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Home  Secretary  not  to  press  the  Bill, 
as  niany  hon.  Members  interested  in  the 
me^ure  had  been  taken  by  surprise,  and 
did  not  anticipate  that  it  would  be  reached. 

The  president  of  the  LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Mr.  Chapun, 
Lincolnshire,  Sleaf  ord) :  This  Bill  has  been 
through  Committee  stage,  and  has  been 
subjected  to  a  great  deal  of  discussion 
already. 

Dr.  TANNER  (Cork  Co.,  Mid^  said  he 
held  certain  objections  to  the  Bill  because 
several  points  had  not  been  dealt  with, 
but  he  would  waive  his  objections  and  let 
his  friends  opposite  have  absolutely  their 
own  sweet  way. 

Bill  reported  without  Amendment. 

Mr,  CHAPLIN:  I  beg  to  move  the 
Third  Reading  of  this  Bill 


Mr.  CALDWELL  (Lanark,  Mid) :  I 
think  it  is  really  too  much  to  ask  the 
House  to  take  the  Third  Reading  of  this 
measure  at  this  late  hour. 

Mr.  CHAPLIN  :  I  do  not  take  it  that 
the  hon.  Member  opposite  has  any  inten- 
tion of  opposing  the  future  progress  of 
the  Census  Bill.  To  carry  out  the  Census 
in  a  proper  manner  a  great  deal  of  time 
is  required,  and  it  is  most  desirable  on 
every  ground  that  the  Bill  should  become 
law  at  the  earliest  possible  moment. 
Under  the  circumstances  I  hope  my  hon. 
friend  will  not  object  to  the  Third 
reading. 

♦Sir  F.  S.  POWELL  (Wigan) :  I  desire 
to  express  my  regret  that  the  Gt)vem- 
ment  have  not  embodied  in  this  Bill  a 
provision  for  a  quinquennial  Census,  in 
favour  of  which  there  is  a  very  strong 
feeling  in  this  House.  I  shall  not  repeat 
to-night  the  arguments  which  I  placed 
before  the  House  at  some  len^h  upon  a 
j  former  occasion.  On  conmiercial  grounds, 
I  in  the  interests  of  public  health  and  of 
I  municipal  government,  and  upon  a  great 
variety  of  grounds,  it  has  become 
necessary  to  civilisation  in  a  country  like 
ours — where  changes  are  so  rapid  and  of 
so  great  moment  affecting  such  large 
interests — that  we  should  have  a  limited 
quinquennial  Census.  I  say  a  limited 
Census,  because  we  do  not  desire  all  the 
information  that  is  given  every  ten 
years,  but  we  do  want  a  Census  showing 
the  number,  sex,  and  age  of  the  popula- 
tion. I  hope  before  this  debate  is  con- 
cluded we  shall  have  some  assurance  that 
this  matter  will  receive  the  careful  con- 
sideration of  the  Government. 

Captain  SINCLAIR  (Forfarshire):  I 
should  like  to  associate  myself  most  fully 
with  the  protest  which  has  fallen  from 
the  hon.  Biaronet  opposite,  and  I  regret 
that  the  Government  have  not  seen  tneir 
way  to  adopt  his  suggestion. 

♦Sir  E.  DURNING-LAWRENCE 
(Cornwall,  Truro) :  I  desire  to  say  that 
my  protest  would  be  equally  strong  if  I 
did  not  feel  that,  as  certainly  as  I  am 
standing  here,  there  must  be  and  will  be 
a  quinquennial  Census. 
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Mr.  WARNER  (Staffordshire,  Lich- 
field) :  I  think  it  would  be  rather  unusual 
to  introduce  a  Bill  five  years  beforehand. 

The  secretary  of  the  LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Mr.  T.  W. 
Russell,  Tyrone,  S.) :  This  Bill  does  not 
prejudge  the  question  of  a  quinquennial 
Census  at  all,  and  it  will  be  quite  open  to 
have  such  a  Census. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to.  Bill  read 
the  Third  time,  and  passed. 

CENSUS   (IRELAND)    BILL. 
[Second  Reading.] 
Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 

Motion  made  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
time." 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Louth,  N.);  I 
hope  the  Government  will  not  press  this 
Bill  now,  but  will  take  the  Charitable  Loans 
(Ireland)  Bill,  which  is  down  on  the  paper, 
and  which  we  are  all  anxious  to  pass.  If 
the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  will 
do  this  I  will  undertake  to  omit  a  most 
eloquent  speech  upon  the  Census  Bill.  If 
he  cannot  see  his  way  to  give  this  under- 
taking I  shall  have  to  discuss  the  Census 
Bill. 

The  attorney  GENERAL  im 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Atkinson,  London- 
derry, N.) :  I  hope  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  will  not  press  his  objection  to 
this  Bill,  for  it  is  almost  identical  with 
the  former  Bill  of  1881.  I  have  always 
understood  that  the  way  in  which  the 
last  Census  was  taken  gave  universal 
satisfaction.  The  only  new  feature  in 
this  Bill  is  a  clause  in  reference  to  over- 
crowding and  the  housing  of  the  working 
classes.  I  do  not  wish  to  take  the 
Charitable  Loans  Bill  now,  because  a  great 
many  Members  who  are  interested  in  it 
are  absent. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY :  I  regret  that  the 
right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  does 
not  see  his  way  to  accede  to  my  request.  If 
there  is  an  objection  to  taking  the  Charit- 
able Loans  Bill  on  account  of  the  absence  of 
hon.  Members,  that  same  objection  applies 
equally  to  the  taking  of  the  Census  Bill. 
A  great  many  people  in  Ireland  have  been 
defrauded  in  regard  to  sums  invested,  and 


they  cannot  get  one  halfpenny  out  of  the 
Government.  The  hon.  Gentleman  has 
stated  that  this  is  practically  the  same 
Bill  as  the  previous  one,  but  in  my  opinion 
it  introduces  important  changes.  1  have 
always  held  that  a  Census  Bill  is  not 
merely  taken  for  the  purpose  of  enumera- 
tion, which  is  a  small  matter,  but  it  is 
taken  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the 
actual  political  opinions  of  the  people. 
Therefore  there  should  be  a  column  for 
registering  and  obtaining  their  opinions 
on  the  great  political  questions  which 
affect  the  country.  I  should  like  to  know 
if  it  would  be  in  order  for  me  to  move 
that  this  Bill  be  read  a  second  time  thi& 
day  six  months. 

♦Mr.  SPEAKER:  No,  that  motion 
would  not  be  in  order. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  :  In  deference  to  the 
hon.  and  learned  Member's  objection  I 
will  consent  to  an  adjournment. 

Debate  adjourned  till  Thursday. 

ARMY  ANNUAL  BILL. 
[Second  Reading.] 
Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 

Motion  made  and  Question  proposed^ 
"  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
time." 

« 

Mr.  WARNER :  Are  there  any  altera- 
tions in  this  Bill  1 

♦Mr.  WYNDHAM:  There  are  only 
two  Amendments  to  the  existing  law  in 
this  Bill.  In  the  first  place,  section  78 
provides  that  where  anyone  enlists  for 
one  year  they  shall  not  be  obliged,  if  they 
re-engage,  to  re-engage  right  up  to  twelve 
years.  In  the  second  place,  under  the 
old  Act,  the  Secretary  of  State  could  not 
restore  any  service  forfeited  for  certain 
offences,  and  he  could  not  restore  service  in 
the  case  of  desertion.  Under  this.  Act 
we  provide  that  where  a  man  has  been  a 
deserter,  and  has  rejoined  and  served 
meritoriouslv  for  three  years,  it  shall  be 
competent  for  the  Secretary  of  State  to 
exercise  the  prerogative  of  mercy  and 
allow  that  service. 

Mr.  CALDWELL :  I  rise  to  protest 
against  this  Bill  being  proceeded  with. 
It  was  said  that  the  Report  of  Supply 
was  expected  to  extend  over  12  o'clock. 
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And  many  hon.  Members  went  away  upon 
the  understanding  that  Supply  would 
take  up  the  whole  evening,  and  that  no 
other  Bills  would  ])e  taken.  I  protest 
.against  the  Groverament  pushing  through 
their  Bills  at  ten  minutes  to  twelve  when 
4;hey  know  that  there  cannot  be  that 
•criticism  which  is  absolutely  necessary  in 
4ihe  interests  of  the  country. 

Question  put  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  a  Second  time,  and  committea 
for  Thursday. 

VAGRANTS'    CHILDREN   PROTECTION 

BILL. 

[Secx)nd  Reading.] 
Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 

Mr.  JOHN  BURNS  (Battersea) :  The 
object  of  this  Bill  is  to  prevent  Vagrant 
•children  being  used  by  tramps  and  casuals 
perambulating  all  parts  of  the  country 
to  provide  them  wiih  money.  This 
Bill  is  brought  in  by  the  hon.  Member 
for  Derby,  and  is  hacked  by  two  or  three 
others  on  the  other  side  of  the  House.  I 
hope  it  will  not  be  opposed,  but  if 
objection  is  taken  to  it  upon  the  ground 
that  it  has  not  been  suflSciently  con- 
sidered, I  am  prepared  to  put  it  down  for 
Thursday  or  Monday  next. 

Motion  made  and  question  proposed, 
•**That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  Second 
time." 

The  secretary  to  the  LOCAL 
OOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Mr.  T.  W. 
Russell,  Tyrone,  S.) :  This  Bill  affects 
both  the  Local  Government  Board  and 
the  Home  Ofl&ce,  and  it  is  more  of  a  police 
measure  than  anything  else.  We  cannot 
•consider  the  measure  fully  until  we  have 
had  a  report  from  the  Home  Office,  and 
I  should  be  obliged  if  the  hon.  Member 
will  give  us  a  little  more  time  to  consider 
it. 

Mr.  JOHN  BURNS :  Then  I  wUl  put  it 
-down  for  Thursday  week. 

Debate  adjourned  till  Thursday,  29th 
March. 

ROMAN  CATHOLIC  DISABILITIES 
REMOVAL  BILL. 

[Second  Reading.] 

Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 
Mr,  Caldwell, 


♦Mr.  FLAVIN  (Kerry,  N.) :  I. hope 
the  House  will  take  the  Second  Reading 
of  this  Bill  now.  The  hon.  Member  for 
West  Belfast  ought  to  be  a  strong  sup- 
porter of  religious  equality,  and  tnis  is 
only  a  question  of  equal  civil  and  religious 
rights  to  Catholics  in  Ireland  and  Great 
Britain.     This  Bill  simply  wants  to 

♦Mr.  SPEAKER:  I  understand  the 
Bill  is  not  printed  yet,  and  it  would  be 
contrary  to  the  usual  practice  to  take  the 
Second  Reading  under  these  circumstances. 

Second  Beading  deferred  till  Wednes- 
day. 


BAKEHOUSES  (HOURS   OF   LABOUR) 

BILL. 

[Second  Reading.] 

Order  for  Second  Beading  read. 

Motion  made  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  Second 
time."— (^r.  Sieadnum,) 

Mr.  BANBURY  (Camberwell,  Peck- 
ham) :  I  do  not  think  the  hon.  Member 
can  expect  to  get  a  Bill  which  proposes 
to  limit  the  hours  of  labour  to  forty-eight 
per  week — and  which  is  to  all  intents  and 
purposes  an  eight  hours  Bill — through  in 
two  minutes.  He  has  given  us  no  reason 
why  this  Bill  should  be  passed  at  all  If 
it  is  put  down  for  a  later  day  we  shall 
have  an  opportunity  of  hearing  his  reasons 
for  bringing  in  this  Bill.  In  no  industry 
in  England  has  any  legislation  been  passed 
which  would  have  the  effect  of  limiting 
the  hours  of  adult  labour. 

Mr.  STEADMAN  (Tower  Hamlets, 
Stepney) :  What  about  railway  men  ? 

Mr.  BAJ^BURY :  The  case  is  different, 
because  railway  men  have  certain  respon- 
sibilities put  upon  them  for  the  safety  of 
the  public.  This  is  a  totally  different 
thing,  for  it  practically  says 

It  being  Midnight,  the  Debate  stood 
adjourned. 

Debate  to  be  resumed  To-morrow. 


Adjourned  at  two    minates    after  . 

Twelve  of  the  clock. 
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HOUSE    OF    LORDS.  I  EAST  SHROPSHIRE  WATER  BILL  [h.l.]. 

Report    from    the   Select   Committee, 

Tuesihiy,  20th  March,  1900.  That  it  is  not  expedient  to  proceed  further 

with  the  Bill ;  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on 

PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS,  ^^®  '^*^^®- 


DUNDEE  HARBOUR  BILL  [h.l.]. 

GREAT    SOUTHERN    AND    WESTERN  ,       ^^  oa   ^nd  naflsed    and  sent  to  the 
AND    WATERFORD   AND    CENTRAL  '  r^  ^^  ^  '  *"^  passed,   ana  sent  to  the 
IRELAND      RAILWAY      COMPANIES    <^ommons. 
AMALGAMATION  BILL  [h.l.].  

A  petition  of  Messrs    Leji-in  Gregory,  RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 

and  Anderson,  of  No.   6,  The  Sanctuary, 
Westminster,  parliamentary  agents,  pray- 

ing  for  leave  to  present  a  petition  of  the  ^  TRADE  REPORTS. 

Right  Honourable  John  Robert   AVilliam  ;      Annual     Series :     No.    2389.       Brazil 
Vesey,  Viscount  de  Vesci,  prayine  to  be  !  (Para,  1898-99). 
heard  by  counsel  against  the  Bill  although  - 
_     the    time    limited    by    Standing    Order  j  LIGHT  RAILWAYS  ACT,  1896  (ISLE  OF 
^     No.  92  for  presenting  such  petition  has  '     J^ANET  LIGHT  RAILWAYS  (EXTEN- 
^    expired;   reid,  and  oniered  to  lie  on  the  i     ^^lON)  ORDER,  1900). 

Table ;  and  Standing  Order  No.  92  to  be  '      Order    made    by    the  Light  Railway 
considered  on  Thursday  next  in  order  to    Commissioners,   and    modified    and  con- 
its  being  dispensed  with  in  respect  of  the    firnied  by  the  Board  of  Trade,  authorising 
«»     said  petition.  the  construction  of  light  railways  in  the 

"§  boroughs  of  Ramsgate  and  Margate  in  the 

J     PURFLEET    AND   GRAVESEND   JUNC-  !  county  of  Kent, 
g  TION   RAILWAY  BILL  [h.l.].  j 

-|  Committed:    The    Committee    to    be             BOARD   OF  AGRICULTURE. 

g^  proposed  by  the  Committee  of  Selection.   |      Annual  Reports  of  Proceedings  for  the 

^  year  1899,  under — 

«  FISHGUARD  WATER  AND  GAS  BILL               ^^     ^ 

^  [h.l.].                                1      1.  The  Diseases  of  Animals  Acts,  the 

-  The  Chairman  of  Committees  informed    ^^^^-^^ets  and  Fairs  (Weighing  of  Cattle) 

I  the  House  that  the  opposition  to  the  Bill ,  ^^^^  ^^^'>  ®^-  > 

§  was  withdrawn.     The  orders  made  on  the        2.  The  Tithe  Acts,  the  Copyhold  Act, 

I  27th  of  February  and  on  Tuesday  last  i  1894,  the  Incloaure  Acts,  the  Metropolitan 

g  discharged,  and  Bill  committed.                   Commons   Acts,   the   Drainage  and  Im- 

c  provement  of  Land  Acts,  the  Universities 

^  GLYNCORRWG    URBAN    DISTRICT     ,  and  College  Estates  Acts,  1858-1898,  the 

^        rru   ^^^^^^^  ^,^^  ^^^y  tH.L.].  Glebe  Lands  Act,  1888,  etc.,  etc. 

^         The  Chairman  of  Committees  informed 

£    the  House  that  the  opposition  to  the  Bill       METROPOLITAN   WATER    SUPPLY 
was  withdrawn.     1  he  orders  made  on  the  (ROYAL   COMMISSION) 

I    S.^'LTl'^T^nr^^^  on  Tuesday  last        Appendices  to  the  minutes  of  evidence 
I    discharged,  and  Bill  committed.  ^^  final  Report  of  Her  Majesty^s  Com- 

^     GLASGOW  DISTRICT  TRAMWAYS  BILL  ,  !?,Sf  Tf  ?P^^  ^  ^"^.^^  }T  ^\^ 
^  [H.L.].  I  subject  of  the  water  supply  within  the 

LONDON  COUNTY  TRAMWAYS  (No.  1).  ^^^^^  ^^  ^^®  Metropolitan  Water  Com- 

CENTRAL  LONDON    RAILWAY.  P*^®®- 
Examiner's     Certificates    of     non-com-       Presented  (by  Command),  and  ordered 

piiance  with  the  Standing  Orders  referred  ^^  ^^^  ^^  the  Table, 
to  the  Standing  Orders   Committee  on 
Monday  next.  LIGHT  RAILWAYS  ACT,  1896. 

Report  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Board 

NEWPORT     (MONMOUTHSHIRE)     GAS  of  Trade  under  the  Light  Railways  Act 

BILL  [H.L.].  1396^  during  the  year  1899  ;  and  of  the 

GREAT      BERKHAMPSTEAD      WATER  proceedings  of  the  Light  Railway  Com- 

n  J      •  1  ^  missioners  during  the  period  from  the  1st 

Reported,  with  amendments.  December,  1898,  to  31st  December,  1899 
VOL.  LXXX.      [Fourth  Series.]  3  C 
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NATIONAL  DEBT  (ANNUITIES).  their  arrangements  for  coming  out.     The 

Account  of  the  gross  amount  of  all  '  present  uncertainity  not  only  prejudices 
bank  annuities  and  any  annuities  for  recruiting,  but  is  most  disadyantageous. 
terms  of  years  transferred,  and  of  all  sums  I  am  glad  to  note  that  it  is  not 
of  money  paid,  to  the  Commissioners  for  i  proposed  to  make  any  change  in  the  con- 
the  Reduction  of  the  National  Debt ;  and  ditions,  drill,  and  the  dress  of  the 
the  gross  amount  of  annuities  for  lives  Yeomanry  pending  further  reports  from 
and  for  terms  of  years  which  have  been  .  South  Africa  and  consultation  with  the* 
granted  for  the  same,  and  contracts  various  Colonels  of  the  Yeomanry  force, 
for  payments  on  death,  which  have  been  We  want  to  know  whether  we  are  to  use 
made  within  the  yeat*  ended  5th  January,  the  carbine  or  the  rifle,  and,  if  the  latter, 
1900.  1  what  is  the  best  way  of  carrying  it.    No^ 

doubt  we  shall  be  able   to  leam  many 


SUPERANNUATION. 


lessons  from  those  who  return  from  the 


Treasury  Minute,  dated  13th  March,  ^ront.  Since  I  placed  my  question  upon 
1900,  declaring  that  for  the  due  and  i  the  Paper  statements  have  been  made  m 
efficient  discharge  of  the  duties  of  the  I  another  place  by  the  Under  Secretary  of 
offices  of  Registrar-General  for  Ireland,  I  State  for  War  with  regard  to  the  allow- 
and  of  Medical  Superintendent  in  the  ances  proposed  to  be  given  to  the 
Registrar-6eneral*s  office,  Ireland,  profes- 1  Yeomanry.  He  stated  that  the  contingent, 
sional  or  other  peculiar  (jualifications  not  I  allowance  is  to  be  raised  from  £3  to  £5,. 
ordinarily  to  be  acquired  in  the  public  ser- ,  and  that  each  yeoman  who  produces  a. 
vice  are  requisite.  horse  at  the  training  is  to  be  given  £5. 

,  Neither  my  noble  friend  nor  the  country 

YOUTHFUL  OFFENDERS  BILL  [h.l.].    I  ^f""^  ^J'y  ^^^^  ^^^  ^^^^^  »^?"^^  ^^  ^f 

T^      _,  J  -        ^1    o^     J-      i-i         -^i.       <>i  pocket  as  a  result  of  coming  oul  to 

Reported  from  the  Standing  Committee  |  g^^^^  ^j^^j^  country  during  the  period  of 

with  an  amendment :  The  Report  thereof  ,  draining,  but  whether  the  aUowance  vn\i 

to  be  received  on  Thursday  next ;  and    ^^  adequate  for  the  length  of  time  pit). 

Bill  to  be  pnnted  as  amended.     [No.  33.]  |  ^^^^  g^  ^^^j^^j^^g  j  ^^%^^  ^^^^  j.,,^  ^ 

PALATINE  COURT  OF  DURHAM   BILL  ;  -^     l-^:^;if^  AluZ^y  S 

T5    J    o/,  J        4.  J        T>ii  I  whether    employers    of    labour    will  be 

Read    3-    amendments    made;    BiU  |  ^jjj.^  „^^/^l^^.^ ^^^  ^  ^^  f^^. 

passed,  and  sent  to  the  Commons.  ,  ^^  j^^|  ^  ^.^    rj.^^  ^^^^  .  ^^p"?,  ^ 

CENSUS  (GREAT  BRITAIN)  BILL.         |f  «'^.    mentioned,    and     also     the    term 
^        ,     /        ,     ^  ,   ,      '  **  bncade  camp.      I  hope  my  noblefnend 

Brought  from  the  Commons ;  read  1« ;    ^jj  ^  ^^^^  ^^    -^  ^^  ^  ^l^r  explanation 

to  be  pnnted ;    and  to    be  read  2«  on  ^  ^  ^^^^  ^^  proposed.     I  do  not  under- 

Thursday  next  (The  xMarquess  of  Salis- 1  ^^^^  whether  each   regiment  is  to  go 

bury).     [No.  34.J  ^^^  camp,  or  whether  there  is  to  be  an 

attempt  to    revive    the  system  of  two 

YEO>L\.NRY— PAY,   GRANTS,    AND     I  Yeomanry     regiments     being     brigaded 
TRAINING.  together  which  was  practically  abandoned 

Viscount  GALWAY  :  My  Lords,  I  a  year  or  two  ago.  If  there  are  to  be 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  central  camps  I  think  it  would  be  only 
War  if  he  can  now  make  a  statement  I  right  that  the  officers  commanding  the 
about  the  pay  andgrants  to  the  Yeomanry ; !  Yeomanry  regiments  should  be  consulted 
and  also  what  arrangements  are  proposed  ]  by  the  general  officer  commanding  the 
for  the  training  this  year.  I  am  quite  sure  j  district,  or  the  chief  officer  concerned,  as^ 
my  noble  friend  will  understand  that  my  |  to  the  most  suitable  time  and  j^ace, 
question  is  put  simply  with  a  view  i  because  it  is  most  important  that 
of  ascertaining,  for  the  information  of  '  the  men  should  be  able  to  get  away 
officers  commanding  Yeomanry  regiments,  on  market  days  to  look  after  their 
what  arrangements  are  proposed  for  business  with  as  little  inconvenience 
this  year.  Hitherto  it  has  been  the  and  as  little  expense  for  railway  travelling 
custom   of    most    Yeomanry    regiments,    as  possible.     We  should  also  like  informa- 


before  this  period  of  the  year  is  reached, 


tion,  in   connection  with  the  question  of 


to  issue  the   orders  for  training  so  that  |  camps,  with  regard  to  the  tents.      I  have 
the  men  may  have  ample  time   to   make  ,  known  cases  in  which  camping  has  been  a 
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very  expensive  matter  to  the  regiment 
concerned,  and  if  we  are  to  go  into  camp 
I  hope  some  provision  will  be  made  for 
the  temporary  shelter  of  oiu*  horses.  I 
know  it  may  be  met  with  the  answer  that 
on  regular  service  the  horse  would  bo 
picketed  out,  but  it  must  be  remembered 
that  in  that  case  the  horses  are  the 
property  of  the  Government,  and  that  if 
they  are  in  any  way  injured  the  Govern- 
ment are  the  losers.  In  this  case,  however, 
the  horses  are  the  private  property  of  the 
men,  and  as  they  have  been  used  to 
stables  it  is  not  improbable  that  they  will 
contract  bad  chills  and  other  complaints 
unless  provided  with  stable  accommoda- 
tion. Owing  to  the  fact  that  many  of 
our  officers  nave  gone  to  the  front  we 
who  are  left  behind  are  very  short-handed, 
and  I  hope  steps  will  be  taken  to  give  us 
additional  assistance  pro  tern.  I  would 
suggest  that  the  old  system  of  one  adjutant 
for  each  regiment  should  be  returned  to. 
I  know  there  is  naturally  a  feeling  against 
seconding  more  officers  from  the  cavalry 
for  this  purpose,  but  instead  of  seconding 
regular  officers  iProm  the  regular  cavalry 
those  officers  going  on  retired  pay  should 
be  sent  for  five  years  to  the  Yeomanry 
cavalry  as  adjutants  instead  of  being 
drafted  to  the  Militia.  We  all  know  the 
deep  debt  of  gratitude  we  owe  to  our  non- 
commissioned officers  for  the  way  in 
which  they  have  worked  during  past 
years  to  keep  up  the  organisation  of  the 
Yeomanry,  and  I  think  some  opportunity 
might  be  taken  this  year  to  recognise 
their  services.  I  now  beg  to  ask  the 
Question  standing  in  my  name. 

♦The  secretary  of  STATE  for 
WAR  (The  Marquess  of  Lansdowne)  : 
My  Lords,  I  hope  we  may  within  the 
next  few  days  be  able  to  brine  out  an 
Army  Order  dealing  fully  with  the  points 
to  which  my  noble  friend  has  directed 
attention.     In  the  meanwhile  I  am  very 

flad  to  give  him  as  much  information  as 
can.  It  is  intended  this  year  to  invite 
the  Yeomanry  to  go  into  «jamps  of  instruc- 
tion in  lieu  of  the  ordinary  training.  We 
hope  that  invitation  will  be  responded 
to  in  all  cases  where  the  regiment  is  able 
to  comply  w4th  the  conditions  upon  which 
we  intend  to  insist,  and  which  I  shall 
describe  presently.  With  regard  to  the 
camps,  it  is  our  hope  that  we  may  be  able 
to  place  them  where  they  shall  be  easily 
accessible  to  the  regiments  concerned,  and 
it  will  also  l>e  a  sine  qua  non  that  they 


shall  be  in  places  within   easy  reach  of 
rifle  ranges.     Musketry  will  form  a  con- 
spicuous   feature    in    the    training.      A 
scheme,   showing  how  the  different  regi- 
ments are    to    be    allotted    to  different 
camps,  is  under  consideration,  and  will  be 
produced  before  long,     The  full  period  of 
the  duration  of  the  camps  will  be  twenty- 
eight  days,  and  we  propose  that  each 
yeoman  attending  shall  be  allowed  £5  in 
consideration  of  his  producing  a  suitable 
horse,  and  we  also  propose  that  the  con- 
tingent allowance  paid  to  the  corps  shall 
be  raised  from  £3  to  £5.     But  those  two 
concessions  will  only  be  made  in  eases, 
where  the  regiment  is  able  to  fulfil  the 
special  conditions.     Those  conditions  are, 
first,  that  50  per  cent,  of  the  corps  shall* 
be  present  in  camp ;  secondly,  that  each 
man  shall  put  in  fourteen  days  attend- 
ance, and  that  each  man  shall  go  through 
a  special  musketry  course  which  will  be 
introduced  this  year.  What  I  am  describ- 
ing has  reference  entirely  to  the  special 
camps  of  instruction  for  this  year,  and  has 
no  reference  to  what  may  happen  in  years 
to  come.     Men  will  be  given  travelling 
allowances  from  their  place  of  residence 
to  the  camp.     My  noble  friend  suggested, 
and  I  thought  with  force,  that  a  whole 
month's  attendance  in  camp  was  a  great  - 
deal  to  expect  from  the  Yeomanry.     We 
intend  to  allow  to  the  commanding  officers 
a  very  wide  discretion  in  the  matter  of 
leave ;  we  propose  that  every  man  should 
be  entitled  to  leave  on  full  pay  for  Sun- 
days, and  besides  that  that  he  should  be 
entitled  to  one  day's  leave  on  full  pay  in 
each  week  during  which  he  is  present  in 
camp.    The  colonel  will,  of  course,  have 
the  right  of  giving  extra  leave  without 
pay,  but  it  should  be  clearly  understood 
that  leave  thus  given,  whether  with   or 
without  pay,  must   not  be  of    such  an 
amount  as  to  bring  a  man's  attendance 
below  the  minimum  of    fourteen    days. 
If  a  man  only  puts  in  twelve  or  thirteen 
days  he  then  ceases  to  qualify  and  to 
fulfil  the  conditions  indispensable  for  the 
higher  Inoney  grants  wnich  I  have  des- 
cribed.    In  regard  to  the  corps  or  men 
who  are  unable  to  put  in  fourteen  days* 
attendance  we  propose  that  they  should 
receive  the  usual  Yeomanry  pay,  but  that 
they  should  be  allowed  if  they  please  to 
go  through  the  special  musketry  course, 
for  which,  of  course,  a  very  much  larger 
grant  of  ammunition  than  usual  will  be 
made  to  the  re^ments.    Then  as  to  the 
training,  it  is  mtended  that  only  a  few 
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days,  probably  about  four  out  of  fourteen, 
shall  be  devoted  to  light  cavalry  training 
of  the  kind  contemplated  in  the  Yeomanry 
regulations,   but  the  main  object  of  the 
uraining  will  })e  practice  in  dismounted 
and  outpost  duties.     Those  are  described 
in  the  cavalry  drill  book,  and  my  noble 
friend  is  quite  familiar  with  what  I  mean. 
As  to  the  question  of  training  the  Yeo- 
manry in  brigades    we  propose  that  any 
regiments    desiring  a  longer  course    of 
training  than  that  I  have  indicated  should 
have  an  opportunity  of  working  in  brigades, 
either  in  a  brigade  entirely  composed  of 
Yeomanry   or  if  a    sufficient  number  of 
Yeomanry  units  are  not  forthcoming,  then 
in  troops  or  squadrons  affiliated  to  cavalry 
regiments  of  the  Line.      Of  course    in 
making  this  offer  we  quite  understand  it 
may  be  difficult  for  many  regiments  to 
avail  themselves  of  it.      We  are  perfectly 
aware  that  the  Yeomanry  have  parted 
with  a  considerable  number  of  men  and  a 
still  more  considerable  number  of  officers, 
and  these    probably    among    the    most 
efficient  Yeomanry  officers,  who  have  gone 
to  South  Africa  with  the  Imperial  Yeo- 
manry.      It    will    be,    therefore,    quite 
natural  if  many  regiments  are  unable  to 
go  through  a  long  course  of  training  this 
year,  but  we  do  think  it  desirable  that  the 
offer  should  be  made  as  some  corps  will,  we 
hope,  avail  themselves  of  it.      My  noble 
iriend    said    a    word    about    Yeomanry 
adjutants,  and  expressed  a  hope  that  we 
might  be  able  to  return  to  the  old  arrange- 
ment, under  which  each  Yeomanry  regi- 
ment had  an  adjutant  of  its  own.      That, 
of  course,  raises  a  question  relating  rather 
to    the     permanent    points     that     must 
be  reserved   for  consideration  when  we 
-come  to  deal  with  the  more  distant  future 
•of  the  Yeomanry  force.     As  to  that,  I  am 
very  far  from  wishing  to  anticipate  too 
much,  but  I  think  we  must  all  feel  that 
^changes  in  regard  to  the  Yeomanry  are 
in  the  air,  and  I  gladly  repeat  to  my  noble 
friend  what  I  said  the  other  day — that  it 
is  very  far  from  our  intention  raahly  to 
Jay  hands  on  the   Yeomanry.      To  my 
mind  it  seems  that  its  future  position  in 
the  military  system  can  scarcely  be  satis- 
factorily determined  except  after  a  full 
inquiry — an  inquiry  in  which  Yeomanry 
officers  should  bear  a  part.      I   think  it 
highly  probable  that  such  an  inquiry  will 
take  place,  but  I  do  not  think  it  ought 
to  take  place  now  because  I  share  my 
noble  friend's  opinion  that  we  should  do 
well  to  wait  for  the   experience  gained 

The  Marquess  of  Larisdovme. 


from  the  service  of  the  Yeomanry  in 
South  Africa.  I  think  a  number  of 
Yeomanry  officers  are  likelv  to  return 
with  valuable  knowledge  and  experience 
which  we  should  gladly  turn  to  account  in 
deciding  this  most  important  question.  I 
think  I  have  noticed  all  or  most  of  the 
points  touched  upon,  but  all  points  of 
detail  will  be  made  clear  in  the  Army 
order  shortly  to  be  issued. 

*L0RD  WINDSOR  :  My  Lords,  I  should 
like  to  ask  the  noble  Marquess  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  War  one  or.  two  ques- 
tions in  order  to  make  the  points 
to  which  he  has  referred  quite  clear. 
The  first  question  I  wish  to  ask 
is,  will  these  camps  l>e  arranged  for 
the  Yeomanry,  or  will  the  aiTangements 
be  left  to  the  individual  commanding 
officers  ?  Secondly,  if  the  right  number 
of  men  do  their  fourteen  days  training 
under  proper  conditions  ^nd  make  them- 
selves efficient,  will  it  still  be  necessary  for 
the  whole  regiment  to  remain  out  twenty- 
eight  days  ?  I  do  not  suggest  that  it  is 
not  right  that  the  regiment  should  be  out 
the  whole  time.  Personally,  I  do  not 
look  with  the  slightest  alarm  at  the 
suggestion  that  in  the  future  the 
Yeomanry  force  may  be  very  greatly 
altered.  But  I  am  glad  to  hear  from  the 
noble  Marquess  that  there  is  no  intention 
of  making  a  sudden  change  this  year,  and 
that  full  advantage  will  be  taken  of  the 
experience  of  those  who  have  gone  through 
service  in  South  Africa  before  the  re- 
arrangement of  the  Yeomanry  force  is 
finally  determined  upon. 

Lord  CLIFFORD  of  CHI  DLEIGH  . 
Before  the  noble  Marquess  answers  the 
questions  which  have  just  been  put  to 
him  by  the  noble  Lord  opposite,  I  should 
like  to  ask  whether  the  A\  ar  Office  Order 
to  which  he  referred  will  deal  with 
Volunteers  as  well  as  Yeomanrv. 

Lord  NEWTON:  I  should  ]>c  ei&d  if 
the  noble  Marquess  would  also  tell  us  if 
the  allowance  of  £5  for  bringing  a  horse 
into  camp  for  fourteen  days  will  be  free 
from  any  conditional  claim  of  the  Govern- 
ment upon  the  horse  for  the  rest  of  the 
year.  It  has  been  stated,  I  believe,  in 
the  other  House,  that  it  is  proposed  to 
give  commissions  in  cavalry  regiments 
to  Yeomanry  officers.  AVill  the  noble 
Marquess  tell  us   if    this    statement    is 
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correct,  and  what  the  proportion  of  com- 
missions to  be  granted  will  be  ? 

♦The  Marqi-ess  ofLANSDOWNE  :  It 
is  our  intention  to  provide  camps  for  the 
Yeomanry.  There  may  be  special  cases 
where  the  camping  arrangements  could 
be  better  made  by  commanding  officers, 
and  in  such  cases  we  should,  of  course, 
make  special  terms  with  the  regiment 
concerned,  I  may  explain  that  if  50  per 
cent,  of  a  regiment  go  into  the  camp  that 
50  per  cent,  will  be  entitled  to  the  special 
terms — £5  for  a  horse  and  £5  contingent 
allowance.  If  a  fiu-ther  number  go  into 
camp  and  are  unable,  to  attend  for  four- 
teen days  they  will  not  get  the  advantage 
of  the  special  terms,  nor  will  their  presence 
count  towards  the  50  per  cent,  minimum. 
The  noble  Lord  opposite  asked  me 
whether  the  statement  I  had  made  had 
reference  to  Volunteers  as  well  as  to 
Yeomanry.  We  are  dealing  with  Volun- 
teers in  an  analogous  manner,  but  I 
would  prefer  to  make  a  statement 
as  to  them  separately,  and  if  the 
noble  Lord  desires  information  I  shall  be 
happy  to  give  it  him.  My  noble  friend 
behind  me  asks  me  if  the  £5  allowance 
for  a  horse  entails  no  condition  or  liability 
in  respect  to  the  animal  in  the  future. 
That  is  the  case.  This  year  we  propose 
to  give  £5  for  the  emergency  training, 
but,  as  I  have  said,  that  is  a  special 
arrangement.  I  must  say  that  if  a  similar 
grant  is  made  hereafter,  it  will,  in  my 
opinion,  be  necessary  to  have  some  kind  of 
lien  on  the  horse  at  other  times  of  the  year. 
We  wish  to  make  our  proposal  as  attrac- 
tive as  possible  for  the  present  special 
occasion.  And  the  noble  Lord  aaked 
whether  commissions  had  been  offered 
to  the  Yeomanry.  Commissions  have 
been  offered  to  them,  and  I  shall  be  glad 
if  the  question  is  repeated  to  describe 
exactly  how  these  commissions  are  offered 
and  under  what  conditions;  but  the 
matter  scarcely  comes  within  the  four 
comers  of  my  noble  friend's  original 
question. 

Viscount  GAL  WAY:  The  point  I 
want  made  quite  clear  is  this.  Supposing 
I  am  able  to  take  my  regiment  to  camp — 
say  65  per  cent,  of  my  regiment — for 
fifteen  or  sixteen  days,  with  one  or  two 
days  leave,  am  I  at  liberty  to  leave  the 
camp  after  the  50  per  cent,  have  earned 
the  foiuteen  days  grant?  No  mention 
has  been  made  as  to  the  time  of  the  year 


at  which  it  is  proposed  to  hold  these 
camps.  Perhaps  it  would  be  convenient 
if  the  officers  commanding  Yeomanry 
regiments  were  consulted  as  soon  as 
possible  on  the  question. 

♦The  Marquess  of  LANSDOWNE  : 
Fourteen  days  is  the  minimum  period.  If 
50  per  cent,  of  any  regiment  go  into  camp 
for  fourteen  days  it  earns  the  special 
terms.  It  will  be  perfectly  free  to  do  as 
many  or  as  few  oays  more  duty  as  it 
pleases.  As  to  the  season  of  the  year  at 
which  the  camps  are  to  be  held,  that,  I 
think,  is  a  matter  which  should  be  deter- 
mined after  consultation  between  the 
military  authorities  and  those  concerned. 
As  the  noble  Lord  knows,  we  have 
decided  to  appoint  an  Inspector-General 
of  Auxiliary  Forces,  who  henceforth  will 
be  distinct  from  the  Inspector  General  of 
Recruiting,  and  the  presence  at  the  War 
Office  of  a  high  official  in  that  position 
will,  I  think,  give  verv  great  facility  in 
clearing  up  points  of  detail. 

SOUTH    AFRICAN    WAR— TELEGRAMS 
FROM  SOLDIERS   ON   SEKVICE. 

The  Earl  of  LICHFIELD:  My 
Lords,  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  whether  the  reduction  of  two 
shillings  a  word  given  by  the  Eastern 
Telegraph  Company  for  outward  messages 
can  be  extended  to  home  messages  sent 
by  the  troops  in  South  Africa. 

♦The  Marquess  of  LANSDOAVNE  : 
I  am  glad  to  say  that  the  Eastern  Tele- 
graph Company  have  agreed  tj  give  the 
special  rate  for  home  messages  as  well  as 
outward  messages. 

Lord  STRATHCONA  and  MOUNT 
ROYAL  :  I  should  like  to  know  if  this  con- 
cession of  half  rate  will  be  extended 
equally  to  Her  Majesty's  Canadian  and 
Australian  soldiers  and  to  those  from  the 
other  outlying  parts  of  the  Empire — I 
hardly  care  to  call  them  Colonies  now — 
from  which  contingents  have  been  sent  to 
South  Africa.  It  is  just  as  important 
to  these  as  to  the  soldiers  from  the 
mother  country  and  their  friends  tUat 
they  should  have  every  possible  facility 
for  their  communications,  and  I  am  sure 
the  concession  would  bo  greatly 
appreciated. 

♦The  Marquess  of  LANSDOA^^E  :  I 
scarcely  like   to  give  an   answer  which 
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would  commit  the  Eastern  Telegraph 
Company,  but  I  will  promise  to  make 
inquiries.  I  think  I  may  say  that  the 
Eastern  Telegraph  Company  have  shown 
such  a  desii-e  to  meet  the  wishes  of  the 
service  that  there  is  everv  reason  for 
hoping  that,  as  far  as  possible,  my  noble 
friend  •?  desire  may  be  met. 

Lord  STRATHCONA  and  MOUNT 
ROYAL  :  If  it  is  met,  I  hope  the  arrange- 
ments will  be  made  with  all  the  expedi- 
tion possi1>]e. 

House    adjourned  at  five  minutes 

Sast  Five  of  the  clock,  to  Thurs- 
ay  next,  at  half-past  Ten  of 
the  clock. 


Bournemouth,  and  Winton  Tramways 
Bill  to  consider  whether  it  is  desirable  to 
amend  Clause  42  (Cheap  fares  for  labour- 
ing classes)  by  inserting  penalties  to  secure 
the  objects  of  the  Clause,  and  as  to  the 
number  of  the  cars  to  be  provided,  the 
hours  at  which  the  cars  shall  run,  and  the 
and    minimum    fares    to    l>e 


maximum 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Tuesday,    20th    March,    1900. 


PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 


LEE    CONSERVANCY    BILL. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  of  State 
for    War    be    at    liberty   to  attend  by 
Counsel  and  Agent  at  the  next  sitting  of 
the  Committee  on  the  Lee  Conservancy  ; 
Bill— (Mr.  Oldroyd,)  ^ 

COLONIAL    BANK    BILL. 
Read  the  third  time,  and  passed.  ' 

KNOTT    END    RAILWAY  BILL 

(BY    ORDER).  I 

Read  a  second  time,  and  committed. 

1 

CHRISTCHURCH,  BOURNEMOUTH,  . 

AND     WINTON      TRAMWAYS     BILL 
(BY    OKDEU). 

Read  a  second  time,  and  committed. 

Mr  lough  (Islington,  W.) :  I  have 
to  ask  the  House  to  agree  to  an  Instruc- 
tion on  this  Bill  similar  to  one  already 
passed  in  regard  to  other  Tramway  Bills. 
The  clause  in  this  measure  regarding  the 
provision  of  cheap  fares  for  the  working 
classes  is  very  bad ;  only  one  car  is  to  be 
run,  and  that  at  an  inconvenient  hour, 
and  the  fares  are  by  no  means  right. 
The  Instruction  has  been  agreed  to  by 
the  promoters,  and  I  hope  the  House  will 
offer  no  objection  to  it. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  an  Instruction  to 
the    Committee    on     the    Christchurch, 


charged. — {Mr.  Lou^h . ) 

NORTH  WARWICKSHIRE  WATER  BILL. 

Reported,  with  Amendments ;  Report 
to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 

PRIVATE  BILLS  (GROUP  E). 

Mr.  Lew'IS  Fry  reported  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Group  E  of  Private  Bills,  That, 
to  meet  the  convenience  of  parties,  they 
had  adjourned  till  Thursday  next,  at  half- 
past  eleven  of  the  clock. 

Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

HARBOUR,  ETC.,   BILLS. 

Copy  ordered,  "  of  the  Report  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  upon  the  following  Har- 
bour, etc..  Bills — 

North  British  Railway  Bill  [Lords], 

Southport  and  Lytham  Tramroad  Bill." 
— (Mr.  Ritchie.) 

Copy  preseiited  accordingly ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 
[No.  106.] 

HUDDERSFIELD  CORPORATION 
TRAMWAYS  BILL. 

GREAT  EASTERN  RAILWAY  BILL. 

Reported,  with  Amendments  ;  Reports 
to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 

RAILWAY  BILLS  (GROUP  2). 
Mr.  Jeffreys  reported  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Group  2  of  Railway  Bills,  That 
the  parties  promoting  the  Hamilton, 
Motherwell,  and  Wishaw  Tramways  Bill 
had  stated  that  the  evidence  of  George 
Mark  Davidson,  Sheriff  of  the  Hamilton 
district,  was  essential  to  their  case ;  and 
it  having  been  pro^•ed  that  his  attendance 
could  not  be  procured  without  the  inter- 
vention of  the  House,  he  had  been 
instructed  to  move  that  the  said  George 
Mark  Davidson  do  attend  the  said  Com- 
mittee on  Motiday  next,  at  half-past 
Eleven  of  the  clock. 

Ordered,  That  George  Mark  Davidson 
do  attend  the  Committee  on  Group  2  of 
Railway  Bills  on  Monday  next,  at  half- 
past  Eleven  of  the  clock. 
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LOCAL    AUTHORITIES    OFFICERS' 
SUPERANNUATION    BILL. 

Petition  from  Woodhall  Spa, in  favour; 

to  lie  upon  the  Table. 
1.  "  That,  in  the  case  of  the  Central  j 

London  Railway  Petition,  the  Standing  '  SALE  OF  INTOXICATING  LIQUORS  ON 

Orders  ought  to    be  dispensed  with : —  ~ ' 

'That  the  parties  be  permitted  to  proceed 


SUNDAY    BILL. 

Petitions  in  favour,  from  Portsmouth  ; 
Sandown  (two) ;  and,  Stockport ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 


^th  their  Bill" 

2.  "That,  in  the  case  of  Portland 
Urban  District  Gas,  Petition  for  leave  to 
^deposit  a  Petition  for  Bill,  the  Standing 
•Orders  ought  to  be  dispensed  with  : — That 
the  parties  be  permitted  to  deposit  their 
Petition  for  a  Bill." 

3.  "That,  in  the  case  of  the  Bray 
Urban  District  Council,  Petition  for 
leave  to  deposit  a  Petition  for  Bill,  the 
Standing  Orders  ought  to  be  dispensed 
with  :— -That  the  parties  be  permitted  to 
deposit  their  Petition  for  a  Bill." 

4.  That,  in  the  case  of  the  London  and  |  Offenders ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 
India  Docks  Joint  Committee  Bill, 
Petition  of  the  *  Urban  District  Council 
of  Brentford'  for  dispensing  with 
Standing  Order  129  in  the  case  of  their 
Petition  against  the  Bill,  the  said  Standing 
Order  ought  to  be  dispensed  with." 

5.  "That,  in  the  case  of  the  Devon- 
port  Corporation  Bill,  Petition  of  the 
^  Devonport  Guardians  of  the  Poor '  for 
^spensing  with  Standing  Order  129  in 
the  case  of  their  Petition  against  the  Bill, 
■the  said  Standing  Order  not  be  dispensed 
writh." 


First  Four  Resolutions  agreed  to. 
Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


PETITIONS. 


SALE  OF  INTOXICATING  LIQUORS  TO 
CHILDREN    BILL. 

Petitions  in  favour,  from  Birmingham  ; 
Ashbourne ;  Stockport ;  Burnley ;  Bridg- 
water; Dulwich;  and  Battergea  Rise 
(two) ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

SALE  OF  INTOXICATING  LIQUORS  TO 
CHILDREN  BILL. 

Petition  from  Eccles,  in  favour,  and 
against  corporal  punishment  for  Youthful 


SCHOOL  BOARD  ELECTIONS  (LONDON) 

BILL. 

Petition  from  St.  Giles'  District,  in 
favour ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

SUNDAY  CLOSING  (MONMOUTHSHIRE) 

BILL. 

Petitions  in  favour,  from  Rvde ; 
Englefield  Green ;  West  Ham  ;  Stretford ; 
Sheffield  ;  Wymondham ;  Birmingham  ; 
Forest  Gate ;  and  London ;  to  lie  upon 
the  Table. 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 


DORMANT    FUNDS    IN    CHANCERY 
(COURT  V.  JEFFERY). 

Petition  of  Samuel  Stafford  for  inquiry  ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

GOVERNMENT     PROPERTY     (EX- 
EMPTION  FROM    RATES).  \ 

Petition  from  St.  Mary,  Islington,  for  I 
iteration  of  law ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table.    1 

LIQUOR    TRAFFIC    LOCAL    VETO 
(SCOTLAND    BILL). 

Petition  of  the  Scottish  Sabbath  Pro- 
tection Association,  in  favour ;  to  lie  upon 
the  Table. 


NATIONAL  DEBT  ANNUITIES. 

Account  presented,  of  the  'Gross 
Amount  of  all  Bank  Annuities  and  anv 
Annuities  for  terms  of  years  transferred, 
and  of  all  Sums  of  Money  paid  to  the 
Commissioners  for  the  Reduction  of  the 
National  Debt,  and  the  Gross  Amount  of 
Annuities  for  Lives  and  for  terms  of 
Years,  etc.,  granted  within  the  yeai  ended 
5th  January,  1900  [by  Act]  ;  to  lie  upon 
the  Table,  and  to  be  printed.     [No.  103.] 

SUPERANNUATIONS. 

Copy  presented,  of  Treasury  Minute, 
dated  13th  March,  1900,  declaring  that 
for  the  due  and  efficient  discharge  of  the 
duties  of  the  offices  of  Registrar  General 
for  Ireland,  and  of  Medical  Superinten- 
dent in  the  Registrar  GeneraFs  Office, 
Ireland,   professional    or   other   peculiar 
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qualifications  not  ordinarily  to  be  acquired  to  inquire  into  the  subject  of  the  Water 
in  the  Public  Service  are  requisite  [by  Supply  within  the  limits  of  the  Metropo- 
Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table.  litan   vVater  Companies  [by  Command]  ; 

I  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 
ARMY  (ORDNANCE  FACTORIES). 

Annual    Account   presented,     for    the    EDUCATION  (ENGLAND  AND  WALES). 
year   1898-99,    with  the  Report    of  the  ,      Copy  presented,  of  Statement  showing 
Comptroller  and  Auditor  General  thereon    (1)  the  Expenditure  from  the  Grant  for 
by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to    Public  Education  in  England  and  Wales 
e  printed.     [No.  104.]  in  the  year  1899,  and  Expenditure  from 

•  1839  to  1899  ;  (2)  the  number  of  Public 
LIGHT  RAILWAYS  ACT,  18S6.  Elementary  Day  Schools  on  the  Annual 

Copy  presented,  of  Order  made  by  Grant  List  on  the  31st  August,  1899,. 
the  tight  Railway  Commissioners,  and  I  etc. ;  (3)  Detailed  Statistics  of  Inspected 
modified  and  confirmed  by  the  Board  of  ,  Schools,  1898-9,  Public  Elementary  Day 
Trade,  authorising  the  construction  of  Schools,  Evening  Continuation  Schools^ 
Light  Railways  in  the  boroughs  of  Rams-  and  Certified  Efficient  Schools,  etc. ;  {i} 
gate  and  Margate,  in  the  county  of  Kent  '  Summary  Tables  of  Educational  Statis- 
(Isle  of  Thanet  Light  Railways  (Exten- 1  tics ;  and  (5)  Number  of  School  Boards 
sions)  Order,  1900)  [by  Command];  to  lie  I  under  various  heads  of  Population  [b^ 
upon  the  Table.  ;  Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


u 


LIGHT  RAILWAYS  ACT,  1896. 

Copy  presented,  of  Report  of  the  Pro-  '  QUESTIONS, 

ceedings  of  the  Board  of  Trade  during  i  

the  year  1899,  and  of  the  proceedings  of  ,  SOUTH  AFRICAN  WAR— DEFENCE  OF 
the  Light  Railways  Commissioners  during  ,  LADYSMITH  —  PROPOSED  PUBLIC 
the  period  from  the  1st  December,  1898,  RECEPTION  OF  NAVAL  BRIGADE, 
to  the  31st  December,  1899  [by  Act] ;  to  Mr.  YERBURGH  (Chester) :  I  beg  ta 
lie  upon  the  Table ;  and  to  be  printed,  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Adnuralty 
[No.  105.]  whether    on   the    arrival   of    the  Naval 

officers  and  men  who   took  such  a  part 
BOARD  OF  AGRICULTURE.  j  in  the   defence    of    Ladysmith,   he    will 

Copy  presented,  of  Annual  Report  of  ,  afford    the    inhabitants    of    London    an 
Proceedings  under  the  Tithe  Acts,  Copy-    opportunity  of    giving    them    a    public 
hold  Act,  1894,  Inclosure  Acts,  and  other  j  reception,  and  thus  expressing  their  adini> 
Acts,  for  the  year  1899  [by  Command]  ;    ration  and  gratitude, 
to  lie  upon  the  Table.  ^^  ^^^^^  ^ORD   of   the   ADMI- 

BOARD  OF  AGRICULTURE.  ^.^LTY    (Mr.    AuSTEN    Chambkrlain 

^  ji      i.  A         1  Ti        .      .  ,  vVorcestershirej'Jji.) :  My  nght  hon.  fnend 

Copy  presented,  of  Annual  Reports  of  I  ^^^  ^^  ^        ^^in^  ^^  ^^g^i^^  announce- 

Proceedmgs  under  the  Diseases  of  Am-    ^^^^  ^  ^  '^^    ^^^  -^  -^  ^^^^^  ^^. 
mals  Acts,  the  Markets  and  Fairs  OVeigh.gi^^^^^       ^   y^^^^  ^  inspection  of  the 

'^oi^^'^S''^^^^  ^^^^S  ^'^''  r      ^^^  ^'T  '  Naval  Brigade  by  the  Lords  of  the  Admi- 
1899   [by  Command] ;  to  he  upon   the  i  ^^^^  ^^  London. 

Table.  I 

I  BOER  DISREGARD  OF  RULES  OF  WAR 
DISEASES  OF  ANIMALS  ACTS,  1894  and  i     —THREATENED    DESTRUCTION    OF 

1896.  JOHANNESBURG. 

Copy  presented,  of  an  Order  dated  '  Mr.  HENNIKER  HEATON  (Canter- 
14th  March,  1900,  relating  to  the  convey- 1  bury) :  I  beg  t6  ask  the  Under  Secretary 
ance  of  animals  by  the  steamship  "  Aid- 1  of  State  for  War  whether  a  threat  was 
worth  "  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table.    '  made  by  the  Boers  to  level  or  burn  down 

I  Johannesburg ;  and    if  so,  whether   the 

METROPOLITAN    WATER    SUPPLY     'Boers   were  informed  that  any   wanton 

(ROYAL  COMMISSION).  ,  destruction  of  British  property  during  the 

Copy  presented,  of  Appendices  to  the    war  would  be  charged  to  the  Boers  and 

Minutes  of  Evidence  and  Final  Report  of    the  amount  levied  on  their   farms   and 

Her  Majesty's  Commissioners  appointed  I  other  property. 
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wines  are  not  called  for,  but  if  any  should 
be  required  by  the  medical  officers  pur- 
chase could  be  made  on  the  spot. 


♦The  under  SECRETARY  of  STATE  ' 
FOR  WAR  (Mr.  Wyndham,  Dover) :  The  [ 
questions  raised  are  outside  the  province 
of  the  War  Office.      I  understand,  how- 
ever, that  the  Colonial  Secretary  intends  i  COURTS  MARTIAL  IN  SOUTH  AFRICA, 
to  issue  a  proclamation  on  the  subject.       '      Mr.  H.  D.  GREENE  (Shrewsbury) ;  I 

beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  whether  any  and  what  sum  has. 
been  allocated  in  these  Estimates  in 
respect  of  the  expenses  of  courts  martial 
in  South  Africa,  and  the  payment  of  the 
Deputy  Judge  Advocate  ;  and  whether  he 
can  state  the  number  of  records  of  courts, 
martial  which  have  been  remitted  to  the 
Judge  Advocate  General's  Department  in 
England  from  South  Africa  since  the 
commencement  of  the  war,  and  the  name 
and  standing  of  the  legal  adviser  of  the 
Acting  Deputy  Judge  Advocate  in  South 
Africa ;  and  whether  courts  martial,  in 
all  departments  of  Her  Majesty's  military 
and  naval  forces  serving  on  land,  in- 
cluding colonial  contingents,  are  directed 
by  one  Deputy  Judge  Advocate  in  South 
Africa. 


EXETER    HOSPITAL-OFFERS  FOR 
WOUNDED  SOLDIERS. 

Sir  EDGAR  VINCENT  (Exeter) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  for  War 
when  it  will  be  possible  to  give  a  decided 
answer  to  the  offer  made  on  2 1st  Decem- 
ber last  by  the  Royal  Devon  and  Exeter 
Hospital  to  take  in  twenty  sick  and 
wounded  men  of  the  Devon  Regiment  on 
their  return  from  active  service. 

♦Mr,  WYNDHAM:  There  has  been 
some  misapprehension  on  this  point,  and 
I  should  like,  if  the  House  will  allow  me, 
to  explain  it  rather  fully.  It  was  appre- 
hended that  the  accommodation  of  the 
military  hospitals  might  prove  insufficient 
for  the  number  of  invalids  arriving  from  | 
South  Africa.  A  circular  was  accordingly  i 
sent  by  the  AVar  Office  to  the  various  , 
town  and  country  hospitals  to  ascertain  I 
what  number  of  beds  could,  if  need  should  ' 
arise,  be  assigned  to  military  patients. 
Our  intention  is  to  use  these  beds  only  as 
a  reserve,  when  the  military  hospitals  are 
full.  In  many  cases,  including  the  Royal 
Devon  and  Exeter,  we  were  met  by  the 
generous  offer  of  a  number  of  free  beds. 
But  the  military  hospitals  are  not  yet 
full;  only  about  2,000  invalids  have  so 
far  arrived  from  South  Africa,  and  many 
of  these  have  already  been  sent  on  sick 
furlough  ;  so  that  it  is  impossible  to  say 
when,  or  whether,  recourse  must  be  had 
to  civil  hospitals.  There  is,  however,  no 
necessity  for  keeping  beds  vacant  in  any 
civil  hospital,  since  we  pi'opose  to  give 
ten  days  or  a  fortnight's  notice  in  every 
case. 

HOSPITAL   STORES— TENDERS    FOR 

WINES. 

Mr.  LODER  (Brighton) :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
whether  wines  are  included  among  the 
hospital  stores  sent  to  South  Africa ;  and 
whether  tenders  are  invited  for  these 
wines;  if  so,  whether  tenders  for  Cape 
wines  as  well  as  foreign  wines  are  called 
for. 

♦Mr.  WYNDHAM:  Champagne  and 
port  are  sent  for  hospital  use.  Tenders 
are  invited  for  them.     Tenders  for  Cape 


♦Mr.  AVYNDHAM:  Provision  for  the 
expenses  referred  to  in  paragraph  1  has. 
been  made  under  Vote  1,  sub-head  A.,  for 
extra  expenditure,  occasioned  by  the  war 
in  South  Africa.  Since  the  commence- 
ment of  the  war  the  records  of  458  courts 
martial  have  been  sent  to  England.  The 
Deputy  Judge  Advocate  in  South  Africa 
is  a  barrister  of  nine  years  standing  and 
has  no  legal  adviser.  Courts  martial  in 
all  departments  of  the  military  forces  in 
South  Africa,  including  colonial  con- 
tingents, are  directed  by  the  Deputy 
Judge  Advocate — courts  martial  on  Naval 
forces  are  outside  his  jurisdiction. 

Mr.  HUMPHREYS-OWEN  (Mont- 
gomery) :  Do  the  figures  include  courts, 
martial  held  under  martial  law  on  persons, 
not  serving  Her  Majesty  in  South  Africa  I 

[No  answer  was  returned.]  . 

MAGAZINE  RIFI^ES. 
Mr.  HEDDERWICK  (Wick  Burghs) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  the  reasons  inducing  the .  War  Office 
to  prefer  arrangements  for  loading  in 
connection  with  the  service  rifle  whicl^ 
necessitate  the  refilling  of  the  magazine 
by  the  insertion  of  a  single  cartridge  at  a 
time  to  arrangements  which  enable  the 
whole  magazine  to  be  recharged  by  a 
single  movement  of  the  hand,  as  in  the 
case  of  the  rifle  in  use  by  the  Boers. 
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*Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  The  present  maga- 
:zine  rifle  was  adopted  into  the  serWce  on 
the  recommendation  of  a  special  Small 
Arms  Committee  after  trials  had 
been  carried  out  with  all  availablt  maga- 
zine rifles.  It  would  be  impossible 
within  the  limits  of  an  answer  to  re- 
<5apitulate  the  reasons  which  led  to  the 
•decision  arrived  at. 

MILITIA  EMBODIMENT— EXPENSES 
OF  STATION  CHANGES. 

Mr.  YERBURGH  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
whether  he  is  aware  that  the  oflicers  and 
men  of  the  militia  regiments,  which  have 
been  embodied  and  sent  to  take  the 
place  of  regulars  in  garrison,  have  been 
put  to  serious  expense,  which  many  of 
them  can  ill-afford ;  aiid  that,  in  conse- 
^quence,  while  they  are  anxious  to  go  to 
the  front,  and  prepared  to  take  their 
place  in  manoeu^Te  camps,  they  are 
-desirous  not  to  be  called  upon  to  incur 
the  charges  which  a  change  from  one 
home  station  to  another  would  entail 
upon  them ;  and  whether  he  can  meet 
the  wishes  of  these  officers  and  men. 

♦Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  The  Secretary  of 
State  for  War  is  not  aware  of  any  com- 
plaints on  the  matter.  He  fully  admits 
the  necessity  of  putting  the  units  con- 
-cerned  to  as  little  inconvenience  as 
possible,  but  he  cannot  undertake  to 
promise  that  Militia  regiments  shall  not 
le  moved. 

TRANSPORT— THE    "  AMERICA." 

Mr.    CUBITT    (Surrey,    Reigate) :    I 
l>eg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admi- 
jalty  what  was  the  percentage  of  losses 
in  horses  on  the  transport  "  America  "  on 
her  first  voyage  to  the  Cape;  whether, 
upon   her  arrival    at  Southampton   last 
week  from  Glasgow,  where  she  had  em- 
Imrked  horses  for  a  second  voyage,  there 
was  so  much  sickness  among  the  horses 
that  all   had  to   be  disembarked ;  and, 
whether  it  is  intended  to  reimbark  these  ! 
horses  on  the  same  ship  together  with  I 
others,  and  if  so,  if  he  can  state  when  the  | 
vessel  will  sail.  I 

'     Mr.     AUSTEX     CHAMBERLAIN  :  | 
The  "America,"  a  vessel  of  5,158  tons,  , 
^carrying  276  horses,  has  made  two  voyages 
to  the  Cape ;  on  the  first  the  losses  were 
4  per  cent.,  on  the  second  24  per  cent., 
owing  to  heavy  weather  at  starting.     No  ' 


i  complaints  of  any  moment  have  been 
I  received  in  regard  to  her.  About  half  the 
horses  for  conveyance  on  her  third  voyage 
(Lord  Lovat's  Uorps)  were  embarked  at 
Glasgow,  and  on  the  voyage  to  Southamp- 
ton pink  eye  broke  out  among  them, 
rendering  it  necessary  to  land  them  at 
Southampton  and  disinfect  the  ship.  The 
outbreak  was  in  no  way  due  to  the  trans- 
port, and  it  is  proposed  by  the  War  Office 
to  embark  other  horses  as  soon  as  the  ship 
is  ready  to  receive  them.  The  date  ot 
sailing  cannot  yet  be  fixed. 

ARMY   PAY— THREE-YEAR    MEN. 

♦Sir  CHARLES  DILKE  (Gloucester- 
shire, Forest  of  Dean) :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War  whether 
the  Government  have  now  decided  if  the 
three-year  men  enlisted  for  the  Army  are 
to  have  the  extra  3d.  of  pay  recently 
granted  to  men  enlisted  on  longer  terms, 
and  now  extended  to  the  Militia. 

♦Mr.  WYNDHAM :  Yes,  Sir.  Three- 
years  men  will  have  the  messing  allowance 
issued  to  them  on  the  same  terms  as 
other  soldiers. 

WORCESTERSHIRE  AND  MANCHESTER 

REGIMENTS. 

General  LAURIE  (Pembroke  and 
Haverfordwest) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  where  the 
third  and  fourth  battalions  respectively 
of  the  AVorcestershire  and  Manchester 
Regiments  wei;e  raised ;  where  they  are 
now  stationed ;  what  is  the  strength  of 
each  battalion ;  what  number  of  men  in 
each  battalion  are  effective  soldiers,  and 
of  age  and  physique  for  foreign  service  ; 
and  whether  there  are  any,  and  if  so  what, 
number  in  each  battalion  of  non-effectives 
left  behind  when  the  first  and  second  bat- 
talions went  on  active  service. 

♦Mr.  WYNDHAM:  The  battaUons 
referred  to  are  at  Aldershot.  Their 
formation  has  only  just  be^n,  and  thej^ 
probably  do  not  yet  nuxnoer  100  men 
apiece.  If  my  hon.  and  gallant  friend 
will  repeat  his  question  later  in  the 
session  I  shall  be  happy  to  tell  him  what 
progress  has  been  made. 

ENLISTMENT    OF    WARDS    IN 
CHANCERY. 

Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN  (Kilkenny) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of 
State  for  War  whether,  in  the  case  of  an 
infant,  being  a  ward  in  Chancery,  enlist- 
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ing  in  the  Army,  and  his  discharge  l>eing 
demanded  by  the  Court  of  Chancery,  the 
War  Office  would  discharge  him. 

♦Mr.  WYNDHAM:  A  Ward  in 
Chancery  has,  in  regard  to  enlistment, 
no  status  differing  from  that  of  anyone 
else. 


view  to  ascertain  what  is  the  practice 
elsewhere  and  what  are  the  wishes  of  the 
Treasury  respecting  it.  My  hon.  friend 
will  understand  that  whenever  civil  assist- 
ants desire  to  devote  their  ordinary  leave 
of  absence  to  Volunteer  work,  every 
1  facility  is  given  to  enable  them  to  do  so. 


Captain  DONELAN  (Cork,  E.) :  Is  it  BERMUDA  DOCK, 

not  the  case  that  the  Court  of  Chancery  {      Mr.  W.  ALLAN  (Gateshead) :  I  beg 
possesses  more  authority  over  boys  than  |  to  ask  the  Civil  Lord  of  the  Admiralt} 


their  parents  1  Why  do  the  War  Office 
refuse  to  parents  what  they  concede  to 
the  Court  of  Chancery  1 

♦Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  I  am  not  aware 
that  they  do, 

Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN  :  What  is 
the  law  with  regard  to  the  enlistment  of 
infants  1 

[No  answer  was  given.] 

VOLUNTEERS  IN  THE  ORDNANCE 
SURVEY  OFFICE. 

Sir  BARRINGTON  SIMEON  rSouth- 
ampton) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of 
the  Board  of  Agiiculture  whether,  when 
the  presence  of  men  engaged  in  the 
Ordnance  Survey  Offices,  who  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Volunteer  Forces,  is  annually 
required  in  camp  in  order  to  promote 
efficiency,  leave  of  absence  is  granted  to 
them  with  the  stipulation  that  they  must 
make  up  the  time  lost ;  and,  if  so, 
whether,  should  the  camp  last  for  a 
fortnight  as  is  probable  this  year,  these 
employees  will  be  necessarily  engaged  at 
work  for  an  additional  two  hours  per  day 
for  forty-four  days  to  make  up  the  lost 
time  ;  and  whether  steps  may  be  taken  at 
once  to  place  these  men  on  the  same 
footing  as  those  employed  by  private 
individuals,  who  almost  without  excep- 
tion grant  the  necessary  leave  of  absence 
without  deduction  of  pay. 

♦The  president  of  the  BOARD 
OF  AGRICULTURE  (Mr.  Long,  Liver- 
pool, West  Derby) :  The  practice  of  the 
Ordnance  Survay  is  substantially  as  stated 
by  my  hon.  friend.  The  question  whether 
Volunteers  employed  in  the  Government 
service  on  weekly  wages  should  receive 
their  civil  pay  when  in  camp  or  otherwise 
engaged  on  Volunteer  duty  is  one  which 
obviously  should  not  be  settled  by  refer- 
ence  to  any  particular  Department  alone, 
and  I  propose  to  bring  the  matter  under 
the  notice  of  ray  right  hon.  friend,  with  a 


what  progress  is  being  made  with  the 
new  floating  dock  for  Bermuda,  and  when 
it  will  be  at  work. 

♦Mr.  AUSTEN  CHAMBERLAIN :  The 
dredging  of  the  berth  for  the  floating 
dock  is  proceeding,  and  some  other 
preliminary  work  has  been  done.  Plans 
and  drawings  for  the  dock  and  basins 
are  now  under  consideration.  The  whole 
should  be  finished  by  the  date  given  in 
the  Schedule  to  the  Naval  Works  Act, 
1899. 

AUSTRALASIAN    COLONIES  —  PENNY 

POST. 

Mr.  HOGAN  (Tipperary,  xMid) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  as 
representing  the  rostmaster  General, 
whether  it  is  proposed  to  take  advantage 
of  the  presence  of  the  Australian  Federal 
Delegates  in  London  to  have  an  informal 
consultation,  with  a  view  to  the  exten- 
sion of  the  penny  postal  system  to  Aus- 
tralia as  soon  as  possible  after  the 
establishment  of  the  Commonwealth. 

The    secretary  to   the    TREA- 
SURY  (Mr.  Hanbury,   Preston):    The 
I  delegates  are  not,  I  understand,  autho- 
'  rised  to  discuss  such  a  question  as  the 
extension  of  the  penny  postal  system  to 
I  Australia. 

ROYAL      COMMISSION      ON      INDIAN 
I  EXPENDITURE. 

Mr.  HERBERT  ROBERTS  (Denbigh- 
I  shire,  W.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of 
I  State  for  India  whether  he  is  now  in  a 
position  to  state  definitely  when  the 
Reports  of  the  Royal  Commission  upon 
Indian  Expenditure  will  be  laid  upon  the 
Table. 

♦The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for 
INDIA  (Lord  G.  Hamilton,  Middlesex, 
Ealing) :  I  am  informed  that  the  Report 
I  of  the  Royal  Commission  on  Indian  Ex- 
penditure is  complete,  and  has  been 
approved  by  a  majority  of  members.     But 
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other  members  have  siKnified  their  inten-  I  *Mr.  BRODRICK  :  The  murdei*of  Mr. 
tion  of  recording  their  opinions,  and  |  James  Lyall  has  been  reported  by  the 
these  are  not  yet  ready.  There  is,  how- ,  British  Consul  at  Ciudad  Bolivar.  The 
ever,  every  reason  to  expect  that  the  matter  has  been  placed  in  the  hands  of 
Report,  with  the  usual  supplements  and  Her  Majesty's  Minister  at  Caracas,  whose 
appendages,  will  be  laid  upon  the  Table  '  report  there  has  not  yet  been  time  to 
shortly.  1  receive.     Full  investigation  into  the  cir> 

I  cumstances  will  certainly  be  made. 

PERSIA— CUSTOM  HOUSE  CLAIMS 
OF  BRITISH  MERCHANTS. 

Mr.  YERBURGH  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs  whether  his  attention  has  been 
drawn  to  the  undisputed  claims  of  British 
merchants  against  the  Persian  Custom 
House  remaining  unredressed  for  more 
than  two  years ;  and  whether,  as  such 
treatment  prejudices  British  commerce 
and  influence  in  that  region,  he  will 
instruct  our  Minister  at  Teheran  to  take 
such  steps  as  may  be  necessary  to  effect 
a  speedy  settlement  of  the  matter. 

♦The  under  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  FOR  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS  (Mr. 
Brodrick,  Surrey,  Guildford)  :  It  is 
presumed  the  question  relates  to  the 
claims  of  Messrs.  Sassoon  and  Company, 
as  to  which  correspondence  has  been 
recently  going  on,  and  hopes  have  been 
held  out  that  they  will  be  settled  before 
the  end  of  the  present  month. 

UNIVERSITY  EDUCATION  ABROAD. 

Mr.  ARTHUR  J.  MOORE  (London- 
derry) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary 
of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  why  the 
Papers  on  the  subject  of  University 
Education  Abroad,  promised  for  the 
beginning  of  this  week,  are  still  delayed  ; 
and  whether  he  is  aware  that  there  is 
great  interest  taken  in  the  production  of 
these  Papers  in  view  of  the  discussion  on 
this  subject  next  Friday. 

♦Mr.  BRODRICK  :  Papers  will  be  laid 
to-day  and  distributed  to-morrow. 


CIUDAD    BOLIVAR     CONSULATE-MR. 
LYALL'S    MURDER 

Mr.  H.  p.  pease  (Darlington):  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  Foreign  Affairs  if  his  attention  has 
been  called  to  the  recent  murder  of  Mr. 
James  Lyall,  of  Darlington,  who  has  been 
in  the  service  of  the  British  Consulate  at 
Ciudad  Bolivar  ;  and  whether  the  Govern- 
ment will  make  full  investigation  in 
regard  to  the  circumstances. 


AGRICULTURAL  HOLDINGS  BILL- 
SUGGESTED  SEPARATE  BILL  FOR 
SCOTLAND. 

Dr.  FARQUHARSON  (Aberdeen- 
shire,  W.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord 
of  the  Treasury  whether,  in  consideration 

j  of  the  wide  difference  of  agricultural 
custom  and  nomenclature  between  Eng- 

]  land  and  Scotland,  he  will  follow  the 
precedent    of     1882,    and    introduce     a 

I  separate  Agricultural  Holdings  Bill  for 
Scotland. 

The  FIRST  LORD  of  the  TREA^ 
SURY  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Manchester*" 
E.) :  This  was  carefully  considered  by  the 
Agricultural  Department,  in  consultation 
with  the  Scottish  Office.  They  came  to 
the  conclusion  that  the  course  actually 
pursued  was  the  most  convenient,  and 
would  lead  to  no  difficulty  or  confusion. 

Dr.  FARQUHARSON :  If  the  rieht 
hon.  Gentleman  is  not  able  to  pursue  this 
course,  may  I  ask  whether  he  will  issue 
an  intelligible  translation  of  the  Bill  for 
the  information  of  the  Scottish  members  t 

[No  answer  was  given.] 

TIUMPAN  HEAD  LIGHTHOUSE. 

Mr.  WEIR  (Ross  and  Cromarty) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  if  he  will  state  what  progress  has 
been  made  with  the  erection  of  the  light- 
house at  Tiumpan  Head,  and  when  does 
he  expect  it  to  be  completed. 

The  PRESIDENT  of  the  BOARD 
OF  TRADE  (Mr.  Ritchie,  Croydon) :  I 
am  informed  by  the  Commissioners  of 
Northern  Lighthouses  that  the  tower  of 
Tiumpan  Head  Lighthouse  is  practically 
completed,  and  that  it  is  expected  that 
the  light  will  be  exhibited  before  the  end 
of  the  summer. 

THEATRE  REGILATIONS— BLOCKED 
GANGWAYS. 

Mr.  HOGAN  :  I  bee  to  ask  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  the  Home  Department 
whether  he  is  aware  that  the  regulations 
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forbidding  the  blocking  of  gangways  in 
theatres  and  other  places  of  public  amuse- 
ment are  being  ignored,  and  that  it  has 
become  a  regular  pi'actice  to  place  the 
seats  so  close  together  as  to  preclude 
the  possibility  of  their  occupants  getting 
out  in  case  of  emergency  ;  and  whether, 
having  regard  to  recent  examples  of  the 
rapidity  %vith  which  theatres  are  des- 
troyed by  fire,  he  can  take  any  steps  to 
enforce  the  strict  observ*ance  of  the 
precautionary  regulations. 

♦The  secretary  of  STATE  for 
THE  HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Sir  M. 
White  Ridley,  Lancashire,  Blackpool) : 
I  have  made  inquiry  into  this  matter  so 
far  as  concerns  the  Metropolis.  I  find 
that  a  strict  observance  of  the  regulations 
referred  to  is  constantly  enjoined  on 
managers,  and  I  have  no  reason  to  believe 
that  they  are  being  ignored.  If  the  hon. 
Member  will  bring  any  specific  complaint 
on  the  subject  to  the  notice  of  the  Lord 
Chamberlain  or  of  the  London  County 
Council,  he  may  be  assured  that  imme- 
diate steps  will  be  taken. 

FACTORY    ACTS— EMPLOYxMENT    OF 
WOMEN  AND  CHILDREN. 

Mr.  TREVELYAN  (Yorkshire,  W.R.» 
Elland^ :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  tor  the  Home  Department  whether 
he  can  lay  upon  the  Table  of  the  House 
extracts  from  the  Reports  of  the  factory 
inspectors  between  1838  and  1850  on  the 
results  of  allowing  the  employment  in 
factories  of  women  and  young  persons  from 
5.30  a.m.  to  8.30  p.m.  (the  so-called  relay 
system) ;  and  whether  he  will  also  cause 
to  be  reprinted  and  laid  upon  the  Table 
the  Reports  of  the  present  factory  in- 
spectors relating  to  the  difficulty  of  en- 
forcing the  legal  limitation  of  hours  in 
laundries  and  non-textile  factories  and 
workshops,  where  the  hours  of  beginning 
and  ending  work  are  not  fixed  so  as  to 
coincide  precisely  with  the  legal  period  of 
employment. 

*SiR  M.  WHITE  RIDLEY :  It  is  not 
usual  to  compile  and  reprint  at  the  public 
expense  extracts  from  such  Reports  for 
any  particular  purpose,  and  I  am  afraid  I 
cannot  undertake  to  do  as  the  hon. 
Member  suggests. 

EXAMINATION  OF  OMNIBUS  TICKETS. 

Me.  weir  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary 

of  State  for  the   Home   Department,  in 


i  \'iew  of  the  fact  that  omnibus  conductors 
I  are  not  empowered  by  law  to  demand 
payment  of  the  fare  before  the  termination 
of  the  journey,  will  he  state  whether  any 
steps  can  be  taken  to  obviate  the  annoy- 
ance to  passengers  caused  by  the  entering 
an  omnibus,  by  ticket  inspectors,  which 
already  contains  its  full  complement  of 
persons. 

Sir  M.  white  RIDLEY:  I  must 
refer  the  hon.  Member  to  the  answer 
which  I  gave  to  the  hon.  Member  for  North 
Donegal  on  the  5th  inst.,  to  the  efi'ect  that 
I  have  no  power  to  interfere  with  this 
practice.*  I  may  add  that  I  do  not  wish 
to  be  taken  as  accepting  as  a  fact  the 
view  of  the  law  expressed  in  the 
question. 

FLOGGING— REMISSIONS   OF 
SENTENCES. 

Mr.  H.  D.  GREENE :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 
Department  if  he  will  state  the  dates  and 
places  when  and  where  the  five  sentences 
of  flogging  were  passed  which  in  1899 
were  wholly  or  partly  remitted ;  whether 
he  will  state  in  each  case  the  full  sentence 
ordered  and  the  sentence  actually  inflicted 
or  served  and  the  grounds  for  such 
remission,  and  whether  upon  grounds  of 
law  or  mercy ;  and  whether  such  re- 
missions were  upon  the  initiative  of  any 
and  what  official,  or  individual,  or  society. 

I    ♦Sir  M.  white  RIDLEY:   On  Feb- 
I  ruary  6th,  at  the  Central  Criminal  Court, 
I  a  sentence  of  twenty  strokes  and  nine 
months  with  hard  labour  was  ordered; 
the  prisoner  was  discharged  at  the  end  of 
,  eight   weeks  and   the   flogging  was  not 
!  inflicted.     On  February   13th,  at  Liver- 
pool assizes,  a  sentence  of  twenty  strokes 
,  twice  and  four  months  with  hard  labour 
I  was  ordered ;    twenty  strokes   were   in- 
flicted and  four  months  served.     At  the 
I  same  time  and  place  a  sentence  of  fifteen 
strokes  thrice  and  six  months  with  hard 
laboiu*  was  ordered ;  thirty  strokes  were 
inflicted  and  six  months  served.     At  the 
I  same  time  and  place  a  sentence  of  fifteen 
strokes  twice  and  three  months  with  hard 
labour  was  ordered ;   fifteen  strokes  were 
inflicted  and  three  months  served.      On 
June    26th,     at    the    Central   Criminal 
Court,  a  sentence  of  twenty  strokes  and 
three  years  penal  servitude  was  ordered 
the  flogging  was  not  inflicted,  the  prisoner 

See  page  37  of  this  Tolome. 
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is  serving  his  sentence.  It  has  always 
been  my  practice  and  that  of  my  prede- 
cessors to  deprecate  inquiry  in  Parliament 
as  to  the  grounds  on  which  the  exercise 
of  the  prerogative  is  advised.  It  would 
also  be  contrary  to  practice  to  give  infor- 
mation about  communications  addressed 
to  me. 

TELEPHONING  TELEGRAMS. 

Mr.  HAZELL  (Leicester) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  as 
representing  the  Postmaster  General, 
wnether  he  is  aware  that  it  has  been  the 
custom  for  post  offices  to  telephone  tele- 
grams whenever  a  telephone  apparatus  is 
available  instead  of  delivering  by  hand, 
and  to  forward  the  written  telegram  by 
the  next  postal  delivery ;  whether,  by 
recent  instructions,  postmasters  have  been 
ordered  not  to  deliver  written  telegrams 
in  addition  to  telephoning  them;  why 
was  the  system  altered ;  and  is  he  aware 
that  dependence  upon  the  telephone  only 
is  liable  to  error  in  certain  classes  of 
messages,  and  will  he  give  instructions 
that  the  former  system  shall  be  resumed 

Mr.  H ANBURY:  The  custom  men- 
tioned in  the  first  paragraph  has  not  been 
the  rule.  The  general  rule  has  been  to 
give  delivery  by  telephone  in  lieu  of  other 
delivery ;  but,  to  meet  special  require- 
ments, the  Postmaster  General  some  time 
ago  arranged  that  any  addressee  might 
have  each  morning  in  a  single  express 
letter,  paid  for  at  the  usual  rate,  copies 
of  all  telegrams  delivered  by  telephone 
on  the  previous  day.  This  arrangement 
is  still  in  force.  If  the  hon.  Member  will 
send  to  the  Postmaster  General  particu- 
lars of  the  'case  he  has  in  view,  inquiry 
shall  be  made  as  to  the  circumstances. 
Special  precautions  are  taken  to  prevent 
errors  in  the  delivery  of  telegrams  by 
telephone,  and  as  a  matter  of  fact  the 
cases  of  such  errors  are  very  few.  De- 
livery by  telephone  is  entirely  optional, 
and  is  given  m  all  cases  at  the  special 
request  of  the  addressees. 


TUBERCULOSIS— COMPENSATION  FOR 
CONFISCATION. 

Mr.  field  (Dublin,  St.  Patrick's) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  President  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  whether  he  has  had 
any  communication  with  the  Smithfield 
Club,  the  Highland  Society,  the  Chambers 
of  Agriculture,  or  other  associations,  which 


passed  resolutions  in  favour  of  comp)en- 
sation  for  tuberculosis  confiscations ; 
whether  the  Government  have  considered 
the  subject ;  and  whether  it  is  intended 
to  introduce  legislation  this  session. 

The  PRESIDENT  of  the  LOCAI* 
GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Mr.  Chaplin, 
Lincolnshire,  Sleaford) :  The  reply  to  the 
first  two  paragraphs  of  the  question  is  in 
the  affirmative.  It  is  not  proposed  to  intro- 
duce legislation  on  the  subject  this 
session. 

LAND  REGISTRY  OFFICE. 

Mr.  LODER:  I  beg  to  ask  Mr. 
Attorney  General  whether  it  is  proposed 
to  introduce  a  Bill  to  enable  the  Govern- 
ment to  purchase  land  for  the  purpose  of 
erecting  a  permanent  Land  iSegistry 
Office ;  whether  it  was  stated  at  the  time 
of  the  Land  Transfer  Act  that  its  opera- 
tions should  be  experimental  for  some 
years  ;  and  whether  in  these  circumstances 
the  Government  will  postpone  the  erection 
of  offices  until  a  larger  experience  of  the 
working  of  the  Act  has  been  enjoyed. 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  (Sir 
Richard  Webster,  Isle  of  Wight) :  The 
question  is  put  under  a  misapprehension- 
New  buildings  are  required  for  the  Land 
Registry  quite  independently  of  the  Land 
Transfer  Act. 

SMALL  HOLDINGS  IN  THE  ISLAND 
OF  BEKNERA. 

Mr.  WEIR  (Ross  and  Cromarty)  :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Lord  Advocate,  seeing  that 
last  summer  the  Congested  Districts 
Board  had  under  consideration  proposals 
for  the  creation  of  small  holdings  in  the 
island  of  Bernera,  M'ill  he  state  what  pro- 
gress has  been  made  with  the  scheme. 

♦The  lord  ADVOCATE  (Mr.  A. 
Graham  Murray,  Buteshire):  The 
Congested  Districts  Board  hope  soon  to- 
announce  that  the  scheme  has  been 
carried  out  by  the  settlement  of  twenty- 
four  crofters,  with  entry  at  Whit  Sunday. 

BEEKEEPING  IN  SCOTLAND. 

Mr.  WEIR:  I  beg  to  ask  the  Lord 
Advocate  what  progress  has  been  made 
with  the  scheme  for  the  encouragement 
of  bee-keepinc  in  the  congested  area  of 
the  Highlan(£  and  Islands  of  Scotland  -, 
and  will  he  say  how   many  hives  have 
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been  distributed  and    to  what  districts 
they  have  been  sent. 

♦Mr.  a.  graham  MURRAY:  It 
has  been  found  difl&cult  to  find  crofters 
willing  to  devote  attention  to  bee-keep- 
ing. Last  spring  three  hives  were  sent 
to  the  Isle  of  Coll,  where  they  have  done 
well.  Six  hives  are  now  about  to  be 
sent  to  Sutherlandshire.  The  Congested 
Districts  Board  would  be  only  too  glad  if 
crofters  would  interest  themselves  in  the 
subject. 

In  reply  to  a  further  question  by  ^Ir. 
Weir, 

♦Mr.  a.  graham  MURRAY  said : 
If  the  hon.  Member  will  give  me  the 
names  of  any  of  his  acquaintances  who 
take  an  interest  in  bees — either  in  the 
bonnet  or  otherwise — I  will  certainly  send 
them  a  hive. 

PORT  NESS  HARBOUR  WORKS. 

Mr.  WEIR:  I  beg  to  ask  the  Lord 
Advocate  if  he  will  state  whether  there  is 
any  prospect  of  the  Port  Ness  Harbour 
Works  being  completed  this  summer. 

♦Mr.  a.  graham  MURRAY  :  There 
is  at  present  no  intention  of  spending 
any  more  money  on  Port  Ness  Harbour. 

Mr.  weir  :  Will  the  funds  now  in  the 
hands  of  the  Scottish  Office  be  expended 
on  this  harbour  ? 

♦Mr.  a.  graham  MURRAY :  I  have 
told  the  hon.  Member  there  is  no  inten- 
tion of  spending  any  more  money  on  the 
harbour. 

STORNOWAY  MAIL  BOAT. 

Mr.  weir  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary 
to  the  Treasury,  as  representing  the  Post- 
master General,  having  regard  to  the  fact 
that  the  packet  services  on  the  west  coast 
of  Scotland  are  stated  by  the  Postmaster 
General,  under  letter  aated  9th  June, 
1899,  to  have  been  established  in  order  to 
afford  facilities  for  trade  and  passengers, 
as  well  as  to  provide  for  the  conveyance  of 
the  mails,  and  seeing  that  the  boat  which 
conveys  the  mails  between  Kyle  of 
Lochalsh  and  Stomoway  is  forty  years  old, 
and  provides  most  inadequate  accommoda- 
tion, will  he  consider  the  expediency  of 
arranmng  for  a  more  modem  boat  to  be 
placed  on  the  service. 


Mr.  H ANBURY:  Although  in  the 
letter  quoted  by  the  hon.  Member  refer- 
ence was  made  to  facilities  for  passengers, 
it  is  hardly  the  province  of  the  roet  Office- 
to  call  upon  the  contractor  to  provide  im- 
proved passenger  accommodation.  The 
contractor  would  no  doubt  demand  an  in- 
creased subsidy  if  he  were  requested  to- 
supply  a  more  modern  boat  for  the  Kyle 
and  Stornoway  service,  and  in  view  of  the 
loss  already  incurred  in  connection  with 
this  service,  the  Postmaster  General 
regpets  that  he  does  not  see  his  way  to 
take  any  steps  in  the  direction  indicated. 
It  is  understood  that  the  boat  usually  em- 
ployed in  the  service  is  nearly  forty  years- 
old,  but  that  she  was  lengthened  and 
fitted  with  new  engines  a  few  years  ago,, 
and  is  regarded  as  a  good  sea  boat.  It  ia 
stated  that  she  is  certified  to  be  capable- 
of  conveying  360  passengers,  with  sleep- 
ing accommodation  for  forty-seven.  The 
average  number  of  passengers  during  the 
last  twelve  months  was  about  twenty-five- 
a  day  in  each  direction. 


FINE  OR  IMPRISONMENT  (SCOTLAND^ 
AND  IRELAND)  ACT.  1899. 

Sir  CHARLES  CAMERON  (Glasgow^ 
Bridgetown) :  I  beg  to  ask  Mr.  Attorneys 
General  for  Ireland,  whether  the  provi- 
sions  of  The  Fine  or  Imprisonment  (Scot^ 
land  and  Ireland)  Act,  1899,  have  yet 
come  into  operation  in  Ireland;  and, 
what  steps  have  been  taken,  or  are  pro- 
posed to  be  taken,  to  make  known  its. 
provisions  to  prisoners  committed  in 
default  of  payment  of  fines. 

The  attorney  GENERAL  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Atkinson,  Londonderry,. 
N.) :  The  Statute  referred  to  will  become 
operative  in  Ireland  when  the  General 
Prisons  Board  are  informed  that  the 
Rules  framed  under  the  Act,  which 
were  laid  on  the  Tables  of  both  Housea 
of  Parliament  on  the  5th  February 
ultimo,  have  been  laid  before  each  House 
for  a  period  of  fortv  days.  The  Board 
have  been  informed  that  the  Rules  have 
been  laid  before  this  House  for  the 
prescribed  period,  and  as  soon  as  they 
receive  a  similar  notification  from  the 
authorities  of  the  other  House,  a  circular 
will  at  once  be  issued  to  governors  of 
prisons  directing  them  to  see  that  everr 
prisoner  to  whom  the  Act  applies  is, 
without  delay,  made  fully  aware  of  it& 
provisions. 
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IRISH  FINANCIAL  RELATIONS— GOV- 
ERNMENT STORES— COMPARATIVE 
OUTLAY  IN  THE  THREE  KINGDOMS. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND  (Clare, 
E.)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury,  if  he  will  sanction  a  Return 
showing  the  comparative  outlay  in  Eng- 
land, Scotland,  and  Ireland  respectively 
on  foot  of  Government  stores  and  supplies 
purchased  since  the  beginning  of  the  cur- 
rent financial  year,  April  1st,  1899,  to 
present  time,  in  view  of  the  importance  of 
this  information  in  its  bearing  on  the 
question  of  the  financial  relations  between 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  which  is  down 
for  discussion  on  an  early  date. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  :  I  am  unable  to 
give  the  information  in  a  detailed  or  com- 
plete form,  but  such  information  as  I 
liave  is  at  the  disposal  of  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man. I  cannot  give  it  for  the  year,  but 
only  since  the  war  began.  I  am  informed 
that  the  value  of  clothing  ordered  from 
Ireland  amounts  to  JBI  13,000  out  of  a 
total  of  £580,000.  The  value  of  Irish 
orders  for  linen  is  £20,000  out  of 
X84,000,  and  of  cordite  £9,166  out  of  a 
total  value  of  £117,000.  I  ought  to  say 
that  is  for  the  Army  alone,  and  that  the 
Irish  share  of  cordite  for  the  Army  and 
^avy  together  may  be  regarded  as  about 
one-third  of  the  total  supply.  The  only 
remaining  item  of  importance  is  stout, 
which  has  been  entirely  ordered  from 
Ireland. 

Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN 
(Stirling  Burghs) :  I  wish  to  ask,  can 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  give  similar 
^gures  with  regard  to  the  neglected  and 
benighted  country  of  Scotland,  which,  I 
am  afraid,  has  not  received  much 
attention. 

Mr  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  Well,  Sir, 
Scotland  never  puts  in  the  same  kind  of 
•claim  as  Ireland.  As  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  is  aware,  we  take  a  different 
view  of  the  relations  between  the  various 
parts  of  the  United  Kingdom. 

Mr.  JAMES  O'CONNOR  (Wicklow, 
W.) :  Will  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  say 
how  much  Scotch  whisky  is  ordered  ? 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND :  Are  we 
to  understand  that  of  all  the  millions 
8pent  in  the  course  of  this  war  the  total 
sum  expended  in  Ireland  has  been 
£130,000  1 


Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  No,  Sir.  The 
hon.  Gentleman  is  to  understand  nothing 
but  exactly  what  I  have  told  him — 
namely,  that  of  a  particular  supply  ordered 
the  amount  sent  has  been  what  I  have 
stated.  We  cannot  order  giuis  and  ar- 
mour plat^  in  Ireland,  because  they  are 
not  made  there. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Louth,  N.): 
Nothing  but  men  from  Ireland. 

Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN  (Kilkenny) : 
Is  it  not  the  fact  that  the  cloth  is  made  in 
England,  and  all  that  Ireland  does  is  to 
stitch  up  the  clothes  ? 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  should  think 
that  is  not  so,  but  I  must  not  be  subjected 
to  cross-examination.  I  have  collected  as 
rapidly  as  I  could  such  information  as 
was  available,  and  I  cannot  answer  sup- 
plementary questions. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY:  Will  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  tell  us  how  many  generals 
come  from  Ireland  1 

[No  answer  was  given.] 

REGULATIONS  AS  TO  THE  LANDINC; 
IN  GREAT  BRITAIN  OF  DOGS  FROM 
IRELAND. 

Mr.  ENGLEDEW  (Kildare,  N.) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Agri- 
culture whether  greyhounds,  dancing  and 
performing  dogs  are  allowed  to  cross 
backwards  and  forwards  between  England 
and  Ireland,  while  sheep  dogs,  sporting 
dogs,  and  dogs  coming  or  going  to  attend 
dog  shows  are  not  allowed  the  same  privi- 
leges ;  and  whether  he  will  consider  the 
justice  of  making  one  uniform  rule  in  all 
such  cases  providing  such  safeguards  as 
he  may  think  necessary. 

♦Mr.  long  :  The  conditions  under 
which  dogs  are  allowed  to  be  brought  into 
Great  Britain  from  Ireland  have  been 
somewhat  modified  in  che  case  of  coursing 
greyhounds  and  performing  dogs,  in  order 
to  avoid  particular  hardships  wmch  would 
otherwise  have  arisen,  but  it  is  not  correct 
to  say  that  they  are  allowed  to  cross  back- 
wards and  forwards  between  the  two 
countries.  The  propriety  of  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  concession  is  now  under 
consideration,  but  if  any  alteration  of  the 
present  practice  is  to  be  made  it  must  be 
in  the  direction  of  the  application  to  such 
dogs  of  the  rules  ordinarily  enforced  for 
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the  purpose  of  preventing  the  introduc- 
tion of  rabies  into  Great  Britain. 

IRISH    RAILWAYS— ROSSLARE- 
WATERFORD  LINE. 

Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN :  I  beg  to 
4isk  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  whether 
he  can  give  the  name  of  the  contractor 
who  is  alleged  to  have  been  engaged  to 
<x)n8truct  a  line  of  railway  between  Ross- 
lare  or  Wexford  and  Waterford,  the  exact 
<late  upon  which  the  contract  was  signed, 
and  the  date  fixed  in  the  contract  for  the 
completion  of  the  work. 

Mr,  HANBURY  :  The  contract,  which, 
A3  I  Stated  on  Friday,  is  only  for  about 
twenty-one  miles  of  the  line,  has  been 
concluded  with  Messrs.  McAlpine  and 
Sons,  of  Glasgow.  I  do  not  know  the 
exact  date  on  which  it  was  signed,  but  I 
understand  that  the  works  are  to  be  com- 
pleted by  30th  June,  1903. 

# 

DUBLIN    REGISTRAR     GENERAL'S 
OFFICE— MEDICAL    REFEREE. 

Mr.  ARTHUR  J.  MOORE :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  it  is  in- 
tended to  institute  the  office  of  Medical 
Referee  to  the  Registrar  General's  office 
in  Dublin,  and  what  are  to  be  the  duties 
and  emoluments  of  the  appointment. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  (for  Mr.  G.  W. 
Balfour)  :  It  is  proposed  to  appoint  a 
medical  man  to  the  office  of  Superinten- 
dent at  present  vacant  in  the  department 
of  the  Registrar  General.  The  salary 
attache4  to  the  post  will  be  £350,  rising 
by  £15  annually  to  £500.  The  duties  of 
the  officer  will  be  those  generally  of  a 
superintendent,  but  particularly  with  re- 
gard to  the  preparation  of  vital  statistics. 

SHILLELAGH    UNION    HOSPITAL 

NURSES. 

Mr.  JAMES  O'CONNOR :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland  whether  the  Local 
Government  Board  sanction  the  appoint 
ment  of  temporary  nurses  with  only  one 
jrear*8  training ;  if  so,  on  what  ground  do 
the  Board  decline  to  recommend  the 
Government  to  recoup  the  Shillelagh 
Guardians  half  the  salary  which  they 
paid  to  nurse  Young  as  a  temporary  nurse 
in  the  Shillelagh  union  Hospital. 

Mr.    ATKINSON    (for  Mr.    G.    W- 
Balfour)  :  The  Local  Gt)vernment  Board, 
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upon  the  requisition  of  the  medical  officer 
of  the  Shillelagh  Workhouse,  offered  no 
objection  to  the  employment,  as  a  purely 
temporary  measure,  of  a  night  nurse  with 
only  one  year's  training.  But  the  Board 
refused  to  refund  half  the  salary  paid  to 
a  Miss  Young,  who  had  been  employed 
temporarily  in  this  capacity,  until  they 
received  from  her  the  necessary  evidence 
of  her  qualifications,  and  this  evidence 
Miss  Young,  though  applied  to  on  the 
subject,  has  omitted  to  furnish. 

Mr.  JAMES  O'CONNOR :  I  bee  to 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  how  many  cases 
there  are  in  the  Shillelagh  Workhouse 
Infirmary  that  require  special  treatment 
by  a  trained  nurse ;  and  is  the  number 
above  the  weekly  average ;  and,  if  so,  is 
the  excess  due  to  an  increase  in  the 
number  of  influenza  patients,  or  to  any 
other  cause. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  (for  xMr.  G.  W. 
Balfour)  :  I  am  informed  there  are  at 
present  forty-six  patients  in  this  work- 
house hospital,  and  that  of  these  twenty- 
two  require  special  nursing.  The  number 
of  sick  now  in  the  hospital  is  somewhat 
below  the  average. 

THE  IRISH    FLAG   ON   IRISH    COURT- 
HOUSES. 

Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN :  I  beg  to 

ask  Mr.  Attorney  General  for  Ireland,  as 

representing  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 

Lord  Lieutenant  of   Ireland,  whether,  in 

view  of  the  fact  that  on  St.  Patrick's  Day 

last  Irish  flags  were  flying  from  Windsor 

Castle,  Dublin   Castle,  Londpn   Mansion 

House,   and  the  municipal    buildings  of 

Liverpool  and  other  provincial  English 

cities  and  towns,  the  Irish  Government 

will  now  permit  Irish  County  Councils  to 

hoist    the    Irish  National   flag  on  Irish 

courthouses  used  by  them  as  their  places 

of  meeting  for  the  discharge  of  public 

business. 

Mr.  ATKINSON:  I  am  not  aware 
whether  flags  were  erected  or  not  on  all 
the  buildings  mentioned,  or  whether  the 
flags  erected  were  similar  to  those  pro- 
posed to  be  erected  on  Irish  Court-houses. 
It  is  a  matter  in  each  case  for  the  con- 
sideration of  the  high  sheriffs,  who 
generally  have  determined,  in  my  opinion 
wisely,  that  it. was  undesirable  that  Court- 
houses, primarily  erected  for  the  purposes 
of  the  administration  of  justice,   should 
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be  associated  with  political  or  party  dis- 
plays of  any  kind  or  character. 

Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN :  Will  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  describe  the  kind  of 
flag  he  objects  to  ? 

Mr.  ATKINSON  :  I  do  not  know  what 
flags  were  used. 

Mr.  PATRICK  O^BRIEN :  I  thought 
not. 

Mr.  flavin  (Kerry,  N.) :  Were  the 
Court-houses  built  at  the  expense  of  the 
high  sherifls  or  of  the  ratepayers  of  the 
county  1 

[No  answer  was  given.] 

THE  IRISH  CENSUS. 
Mr.  field  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Attorney 
General  for  Ireland  whether  it  is  intended 
to  have  the  work  of  taking  the  Irish 
census  carried  out  under  similar  regula- 
tions to  those  operating  in  the  English 
census  office ;  whether  census  enumera- 
tors will  be  taken  from  civilians;  and 
whether  the  patronage  system  of  task- 
work to  Government  clerks  in  Ireland 
will  be  discontinued  and  an  adequate 
staff*,  with  pay  equal  to  the  English 
employees,  will  be  employed  at  Charlemont 
House. 

Mr.  ATKINSON :  It  is  not  intended 
to  have  the  work  of  taking  the  Irish 
census    carried    out    under    regulations 
similar  to  those  operating  in  the  English 
census  office  as  the  work    of    the    two 
Departments  is  entirely  different.     Since 
1841  the  enumerators  employed  in  Ireland 
have  all    been   members    of  the  Royal 
Irish  Constabulary  or  Dublin  Metropolitan 
Police,   and  it  is  not  proposed  to  depart 
from  this  practice  on  tne  present  occasion. 
The  officials  in   the  Department  of  the 
Registrar  General  who,  from  their  train- 
ing, are  specially  qualified  to  be  employed 
on  task-work,  will  continue  to  be  so  em- 
ployed.    In  addition  to  these  a  niunber 
of  male  and  female  outdoor  task-workers 
will    also  be    appointed    by    the    Lord 
Lieutenant.     The  rates  of  pay  in   1881 
and  1891  were  found  sufficient  to  secure 
a  competent  staff*  and  the  same  rates  will 
be  paid  on  the  occasion  of  the  forthcoming 
census. 


INEBRIATES  ACT  IN  IRELAND. 
Mr.    WILLIAM    JOHNSTON    (Bel- 
fast,   S.):  I   beg  to    ask   Mr.   Attorney 


General  for  Ireland  if  his  attention  has 
been  called  to  a  statement  made  by  the 
Rev.  John  Gleeson,  P.P.,  in  whicb  he 
refers  to  an  alleged  failure  of  the  Inebri- 
ates Act  in  Ireland ;  whether  he  is  aware, 
at  a  case  tried  at  Roscrea,  county 
Tipperary,  in  the  spring  of  this  year, 
such  a  failure  occurred ;  and  whether,  if 
it  should  prove  necessary,  he  will  take 
steps  to  have  the  Act  amended. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  :  My  attention  has 
been  called  to  a  letter  of  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Gleeson,  published  in  the  press,  in  which 
it  is  stated  that  a  person  cannot  be  com- 
mitted to  an  inebriate  reformatory  unless 
he  or  she  be  found  to  be  suffering  from 
bodily  infirmity.  This  view  is  qoHe 
erroneous ;  there  is  no  such  requirement 
in  the  Statute.  The  Government  have 
provided  a  State  reformatory  for  every 
inebriate  who  has  been  convicted  of  an 
indictable  offence.  The  power  of  pro- 
viding reformatories  for  habitual  drunk- 
ards who  have  not  been  so  convicted  is,, 
by  the  5th  and  9th  sections  ei  the  Act, 
conferred  upon  the  county  and  borough 
councils  and  private  individtials,  not  on 
the  executive.  The  Treasury  are  em- 
powered to  make  a  weekly  grant  in  aid 
of  10s.  6d.  in  respect  of  each  inmate  84> 
committed.  I  regret  to  say  that  most,  if 
not  all,  of  the  councils  have  failed  to  put 
these  powers  in  force.  This  is  the  real 
cause  of  any  failure  that  has  arisen  in  the 
administration  of  the  Act. 


BUSINESS  OF  THE  HOUSE. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  JOHNSTON  :  May  I 
ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  if  it 
has  been  finally  arranged  that  the  discus* 
sion  on  the  Roman  Catholic  University 
question  shall  be  taken  on  Friday  ? 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  am  not  quite 
sure  that  it  rests  with  me  to  determine. 
The  actual  motion  before  the  House  will 
be  "  that  the  Speaker  do  now  leave  the 
Chair."  There  is  a  general  understand^ 
ing  in  the  House  that  the  topic  to  be 
discussed  on  that  motion  will  be  that  re- 
lating to  a  Roman  Catholic  University 
for  Ireland ;  but,  of  course,  I  am  not  able 
to  ensure  that  that  subject  will  be 
brought  on.  I  may  say  now  that  to- 
morrow the  first  Order  will  be  the  Com- 
mittee stage  of  the  Ways  and  Means  Bill 
— a  purely  formal  matter. 
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Mr.  BARTLEY  (Islington,  N.) :  Will !  and   read  the  first  time ;   to  be  read  a 
the  Committee  stage  of  the  Finance  Bill    second  time  upon  Wednesday,  9th  May, 


be  taken  on  Monday  next  ] 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  hope  so. 


and  to  be  printed.     [Bill  136.] 


NEW   MEMBERS  SWORN. 

Sir  Robert  Grey  Cornish  Mowbray, 
Baronet,  for  Borough  of  Lambeth  (Brix- 
ton Division). 

John  O'Dowd,  Esquire,  County  of 
Sligo  (North  Sligo  Division). 


SELECTION  (STANDING  COMMITTEES). 

Mr.  HALSEY  reported  from  the  Com- 
mittee of  Selection :  That  they  had  dis- 
charged the  following  Member  from  the 
Standing  Committee  on  Trade  (including 
Agriculture  and  Fishing),  Shipping  and 
Manufactures — Lord  Balcarres — and  had 
appointed  in  substitution  Mr.  Maclean. 

Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


MESSAGE  FROM  THE  LORDS. 
That  they  have  agreed  to — 

War  Loan  Bill,  without  Amendment. 

That  they  have  passed  a  Bill,  intituled, 
"  An  Act  to  authorise  the  Rural  Council 
of  Wharfedale  to  purchase  the  under- 
taking of  the  Menstone  Waterworks  Com- 
pany ;  and  for  other  purposes."  [Men- 
stone  Water  (Transfer)  Bill  [Lards], 

MENSTONE  WATER  (TRANSFER)  BILL 

[H.L.]. 

Read  for  the  first  time,  and  referred  to 
the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private 
Bills. 


lYEfF  BILL 


INCEST. 

Bill  to  provide  for  the  punishment  of 
the  crime  of  Incest,  ordered  to  be  brought 
in  by  Colonel  Dalbiac,  Mr.  RoMrt 
Cameron,  Mr.  Whittaker,  Mr.  W.  F.  D 
Smith,  Sir  John  Kennaway,  and  Mr. 
Henry  Wilson. 

INCEST    BILL. 

"  To  provide  for  the  punishment  of  the 
crime  of  Incest,"  presented  accordingly. 


CONSOLIDATED     FUND    (No.    2)    BILL. 
[Second  Reading.] 

Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
time." 

Mr.     JAMES     LOWTHER  ,  (Kent, 
Thanet) :  I  think  this  would  be  a  con- 
venient occasion  to  call  attention  to  a 
matter  which  has  of  late  engaged  much 
public  attention,  namely,  the  question  of 
defrauding  War  Office  contractors  and  the 
I  method  in  which  they  are  dealt  with  by 
the  Department.     The  House  is  being 
asked  to  vote  large  sums  of  money  raised 
by  taxation  mainly  to  meet  the  require- 
ments of  the  war,  and  it  is  importaf  it  to 
know  whether  proper  steps  are  taken  to 
protect  supreme  national  interests.     The 
other  day  a  Return  was  moved  for  in 
regard  to  contractors  struck  off  the  War 
Office  list  for  misconduct,  but  the  way  in 
which  that  Return  was  worded,  as  I  ven- 
tured to  say  at  the  time,  was  scarcely 
calculated  to  afford  the  House  the  full 
information  which  it  desires.     It  wa^  so 
worded  as  to  merely  give  the  names  of 
contractors  struck  off  the  GJovemment  list 
for  misconduct  in  connection   with   the 
supply  of  stores  for  the  use  of  our  field 
forces    in   South   Africa,  and    also    the 
names  of  officers  no  longer  employed  by 
the  Government  who  had  passed   those 
defective   stores.      Under  the    head    q( 
"Contractors  who  have  been  struck  off 
the  Grovemment  list  for  misconduct  in 
connection   with   the    sending  of  stores 
for    the    use    of    Her     Majesty's    field 
force    in     South     Africa,"     the     infor- 
mation    given     is     singularly    meagre. 
Two  names — Messrs.  John   E.    Bennett 
and  Sons  and  Mr.  John  Brown — with  the 
addresses  are  given ;  but  that  does  not 
carry  the  House  very  fw.     It  did  not  enr 
lighten  us  much,  but  subsequent  investiga- 
tion pointed  to  a  good    deal  that   was 
behind.     It  turns  out  that  the  business  of 
Messrs.  Bennett  and  Sons  was  really  con- 
ducted by  a  person  called    Underwood, 
who  was  an  old  offender,  having  some 
years  aso  been  guilty  of  the  grave  offence 
of  supplying  bad  hay  for  the  consumption 
of  the  forces.      The  firm  of  Underwood 
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was  theji  very  properly  removed  from  the 
War  Office  list ;  and  that  might  be  sup- 
posed to  be  a  heavy  penalty.     Indeed,  an 
indignant  country  was  left  with  the  im- 
pression that  persons  caught  red-handed 
in  a    serious  oifence  womd  never  again 
have  an  opportunity  of  phindering  the 
taxpayers  and  endangering  the  safety  of 
the  forces.     But  this  firm,  finding  them- 
selves excluded  from   the    pri\ilege    of 
supplying  bad  hay,  thought  it  woiUd  be 
a  good  idea  to  connect  themselves  with 
another  firm  already  figuring  on  the  War 
Office     list.      They    therefore    acquired 
the  business  of  another  firm  which  had 
the  privilege  of  supplying  the  War  Office ; 
4ind  they  were  again  caught  red-handed  in 
-supplying  defective  stores.     These  facts 
ought  to  have  appeared  in  the  Return.   If 
the  form  of  Return  which  I  suggested  had 
l)een  adopted,  and  the  Christian  names, 
surnames,  and  addresses  of  all  the  directors 
of  the  firms  concerned  had  been  given, 
the    House     would     have     had    before 
it    the     facts     which     I     think     have 
been       most      improperly       concealed. 
I  do  not  make  any  charge  against  the 
Financial  Secretary,  though  I  do  think  he 
should  have  brought  the  Return   up  to 
date  and  should  have  granted  my  Return, 
which  would  have  prevented  him  being 
the  victim  of  this  imposture,  and  would 
not  have  led  him  to  deceive  Parliament. 
I  fear    that    persons  other    than   those 
whose  names  appear  in  the  Return  are 
gravely  compromised.     This  firm  has  got 
back  on  the  list  of  contractors  by  a  bare- 
faced trick  which  ought  not  to  have  de- 
ceived anyone.     Whose  business   was  it 
to  see    that  they   should  not  get  back 
und^r  an  alias  of  this  kind  1     Is  it  or  is 
it  not  the  case  that  the  business  has  been 
conducted  in  the  old  premises    whence 
pre\dous    frauds   had   emanated?      This 
has  been  stated  to  be  the  case,   but  I 
scarcely  think  it  to  be  likely,  for  I  think 
the  War  Office  official  responsible  in  the 
matter  would  have  felt  it  his  duty  to 
report  such  a  glaring  imposition  to  his 
superiors.     It  may  be,  however,  that  the 
X)fficers  whose  duty  it  was  to  see  to  this 
matter  had  some  relations  with  this  per- 
son.    In  1888  the  attention  of  the  House 
was  called  to  the  case  of  a  contractor  who 
had   been  guilty  of  gross  frauds  in  con- 
nection with  the  supply  of  leather.     He, 
too,  seems  to  have  been  taken  back  again, 
because  the  boots  supplied  to  the  troops 
in  South  Africa  are  of  the  most  scandalous 
description. 

Mr.  James  Lowther. 


*THE  FINANCIAL  SECRETARY  to 
THE  WAR  OFFICE  (Mr.  J.  Powell- 
Williams,  Birmingham  S.):  No. 

Mr.  JAMES  LOWTHER  :  Is  it  or  is  it 
not  the  case  that  the  firm  of  Ross  and  Co. 
was  struck  oft'  the  list  in  1888  t  In  1894 
the  Leader  of  the  Opposition  was  asked 
whether  he  would  restore  Messrs.  Rosa 
and  Co.  to  the  list  of  contractors  entitled 
to  supply  the  War  Office.  A  gentleman 
nam^  Tomlin  was  mentioned  in  con- 
nection with  the  business,  and  he  was 
really  the  person  who  conducted  it.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman,  properly  as  1 
think,  declined  to  restore  the  name  of 
the  firm  to  the  list,  and  he  pointed 
out  it  was  a  very  gross  offence. 
The  firm  had  been  detected  red-handed  in 
dishonest  practices  which  were  injurious 
to  the  public  senice,  and  he  said  he  could 
not  restore  their  names  to  the  list.  I 
would  like  to  ask  whether  that  firm  b 
employed  now  ?  The  Financial  Secretary 
says  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Mem- 
ber for  Stirling  Burghs  stated  that  they 
could  not  be  restored  to  the  list  "  at  pre- 
sent." I  suppose  he  thinks  that  sufficient 
for  the  day  is  the  evil  thereof.  I  have 
been  told  that  Mr.  Tomlin's  firm  was 
again  employed.  Perhaps  this  case  is 
like  that  of  Mr.  Underwood  and  Mr. 
Bennett.  The  partners  of  the  firm, 
having  been  caught,  probably  thought  it 
prudent  to  make  some  pretence  of  retir- 
ing. They  probably  assigned  their 
interests  for  a  valuable  consideration  to 
persons  whose  withers  were  un wrung  so 
far  as  the  Depaitment  was  concerned. 
The  difficulty  of  detecting  these  frauds  is 
very  great.  Messrs.  Ross  and  Co.  took 
precautions  to  prevent  the  public  con- 
science from  being  again  offended  by 
revelations  of  this  kind,  for  they  suc- 
ceeded in  obtaining  the  position  of  the 
viewer  or  inspector  of  the  goods  they  sup- 
plied for  a  man  who  belonged  to  their 
own  firm ;  practically  the  officers  of  the 
Department  were  ex-employees  of  their 
own.  Is  that  the  case  now  1  Have  they 
brought  back  with  them  their  viewers  to 
relieve  the  War  Office  of  the  invidious 
task  of  selecting  persons  to  see  that  they 
are  not  again  robbed  by  persons  caught 
red  handea  in  the  act  on  a  previous  occa- 
sion ?  The  Return  which  has  been  sup- 
plied is  worded  in  the  most  restricted 
manner.  It  speaks  of  officers  no  longer 
employed  by  the  Government,  but,  on  the 
other  hand,   I  asked  for  the  names  and 
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the  ranks  of  the  officers  responsible  for 
passing  the  defective  goods.    The  narrow 
limits  which  have  been  imposed  on  the 
Return  leave  a  suspicion  in  the  public 
mind  that  there  is  a  great  deal  more  be- 
hind.    The     manner     in     which    these 
serious     charges     have     been     met     is 
not        calculated       to       disarm       the 
grave   public    suspicion    which  prevails, 
IVhy   were  attempts  made  to  give  no 
information  at  all,  and  then  only  to  give 
it  in  a  form  which  conceals  the  fact  that 
old  offenders  have  been  trading  under 
another  name,   and   have  been  for  the 
second  time  detected  in    fraud  on  the 
public  service  ?  The  information  has  been 
extracted  with  difficulty  from  the  Depart- 
ment, and  this  fact  lends  colour  to  the 
suspicion  that,  anxious  as  the  War  Office 
may  be  to  protect  the  public  interest  and 
to   expose  fraud,  it  has  been   prevented 
by  its  surroundings  from  showing  up  all 
the  persons  connected  with  these  nefarious 
practices.     A  good  deal  had  been  heard  of 
a  War  Office  arrangement,  but  I  think  it 
is  evident  that  there  is  a  contractors'  ring. 
The  viewers  are  appointed   by  the  con- 
tractors themselves,  and  yet  the  House  is 
face  to  face  with  this  mea^e  Return,  which 
conceals  the  essential  tacts.      I  contend 
that  the  Return  ought  to  be  so  amended 
as  to  include  a  period  of  exclusions  and 
restorations  for  the   last  ten  or  twenty 
years,  and  give  that   complete  and  un- 
reserved information  on  the  subject  to 
which  the  House  is  entitled.     No  person, 
however  influentially  placed,   should  be 
screened,   and    the  evidence    should  be 
produced  in  so  complete  a  manner  as  to 
convince  the  public  at  large  that  they  have 
heard  the  absolute  truth  and  the  whole 
truth  about  the  matter.     I  hope  we  shall 
have  a  full  explanation  from  the  Financial 
Secretary. 

♦Mr,  McKENNA  (Monmouthshire,  N.) : 
The  action  of  the  War  Office  in  this 
matter  passes  all  comprehension.  It  has 
been  admitted  that  there  have  been  serious 
malpractices,  but  instead  of  the  War 
Office  taking  the  obvious  remedy  of 
publicity  it  appears  to  have  persistently 
acted  the  Christian  part  of  turning  the 
other  cheek  to  the  smiter  and  of  conceal- 
ing the  offences  of  those  who  have  swindled 
the  Department.  A  clear  explanation  is 
needed  why  the  facts  should  have  to  be 
extorted  from  the  War  Office,  and  whv  the 
Department  should  not  have  taken  advan- 
tage of  the  medium  of  publicity  to  expose 


the  malpractices  of  which  it  has  been  tht 
victim.  Every  effort  made  by  Members 
of  this  House  to  get  information  in  regard 
to  the  cheating  of  which  the  War  Office 
has  been  the  victim  has  been  constantly 
met  with  obstruction.  I  placed  upon  the 
Paper  two  weeks  ago  a  motion  for  a 
return  on  certain  Departmental  matters 
in  the  War  Office.  I  was  asked  to  post- 
pone my  motion.  I  did  so,  and  put  it  in 
a  form  which  I  thought  would  easily  cive 
me  the  information  I  asked  for.  VVhat 
was  the  result?  I  was  told  that 
no  such  Return  could  be  issued.  If  the 
House  will  bear  with  me  I  will  say  what 
the  Return  was.  We  know  now  that  in  the 
case  of  Underwood  it  was  only  by 
accident  that  the  hay  was  found  to  Ikb 
bad  and  inflammable ;  but  we  never  hear 
of  those  cases  in  which  the  War  Office 
officials,  doing  their  duty,  detect  the 
efforts  of  contractors  to  swindle  them. 
The  Return  I  asked  for  was,  in  the  first 
instance,  for  those  cases  in  which  the 
contractors  supplied  articles  50  per  cent, 
of  which  had  been  rejected  by  the  War 
Office.  I  was  told  that  my  inquiry  would 
probably  be  met  by  a  nil,  I  subsequently 
asked  for  a  Return  which  would  include 
cases  in  which  30  per  cent,  had  been 
rejected  as  bad.  I  think  it  must  be  ad- 
mitted that  in  any  ordinary  case  of 
business  any  contractor  who  supplied 
goods  30  per  cent,  of  which  were  not  up 
to  the  standard  cannot  have  been  doing 
his  duty.  I  am  quite  prepared  to  admit 
that  there  might  be  cases  in  which  100 
per  cent,  was  rejected  through  no  fault  of 
the  contractor.  A  big  gun  might  be^, 
detected  in  a  small  defect,  and  the  whole 
gun  might  be  returned  to  have  that  defect 
remedied.  I  do  not  want  to  conceal  from 
the  House  what  was  the  reason  for  my 
asking  for  this  Return.  It  had  come  to 
my  knowledge  that  one  of  the  largest  con- 
tractors for  ammunition — Kynoch  s — had, 
in  fulfilment  of  a  recent  contract,  tendered 
to  the  War  Office  some  millions  of 
cartridges  which  were  defective  owing  to 
the  nickel  of  the  cartridges  being  of  im- 
proper quality.  That  is  the  story  I 
wanted  to  get  out,  and  I  should  be 
extremely  glad  if  the  hon.  Gentleman  is 
able  to  tell  not  only  myself,  but  those 
who  informed  mo  of  this  matter,  that 
the  information  was  inaccurate.  There 
were  other  cases  in  connection  with  the 
supply  of  khaki,  for  instance,  in  which 
direct  suspicion  of  malpractice  has  been 
suggested'  against    officials    of  the  War  * 
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Office.  la  all  those  cases,  surely  it  would 
be  of  immense  advantage  to  the  public 
service  if  the  Departmental  representa- 
tive of  the  War  Office  were  to  take  the 
House  frankly  into  his  confidence,  and  not 
to  leave  us  to  extort  from  him  by  pressure 
the  information  we  desire. 

*Mr.  J.  POAVELL-WILLIAMS :  The 
matter  which  has  been  brought  forward 
by  my  right  hon.  friend  is  certainly  impor- 
tant, and  I  have  nothing  to  complain  of 
in  the  manner  in  which  he  has  stated  it 
to  the  House.  I  wish  to  say  emphatically 
on  behalf  of  the  War  Department,  and 
especially  of  that  branch  of  it  with  which 
I  am  more  immediately  concerned,  that 
there  is  not  the  slightest  intention  or 
desire  on  our  part  to  shield  apy  guilty 
contractor.  So  far  from  wishing  to  do 
that  in  relation  to  the  two  men  whose 
names  appear  in  the  return  to  which 
my  hon.  friend  has  referred,  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  himself  directed  that  if  it 
were  possible  to  take  criminal  proceedings 
against  them  such  proceedings  should  be 
taken,  and  he  obtained  the  opinion  of  the 
Treasury  Solicitor,  as  to  wfiether  or  not 
such  a  course  could  be  followed. 

*Mr.  MoKENNA  :  When  was  that  step 
taken  ? 

*Mr.  J  POWELL-WILLIAMS :  It  was 
long  before  any  notice  whatever  of  the 
matter  was  taken  in  this  House.  In  point 
of  fact,  at  the  time  my  right  hon.  friend 
moved  for  the  Return  the  question  whether 
or  not  thev  could  be  prosecuted  was 
under  consideration,  and  it  was  that  fact 
Alone  which  led  me  in  the  first  instance  to 
hesitate  to  give  the  information  which  the 
Return  sought  for.  Even  at  the  present 
moment  I  am  a  little  embarrassed  in  deal- 
ing with  the  question  so  far  as  it  concerns 
Underwood,  who  has  been  dealing  with 
the  War  Office  under  the  designation  of 
Bennett,  because  further  fresh  circum- 
stances have  come  to  light,  and  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  has  only  to  day  asked  the 
opinion  of  the  law  officers  of  the  Crown 
as  to  whether,  in  view  of  these  further 
circumstances,  it  is  possible  to  take  legal 
proceedings  against  the  firm.  I  do  not  feel 
myself  free,  therefore,  to  deal  with  all  the 
facts  that  arise  in  the  case ;  but,  speaking 
for  myself,  and  from  recollection,  perhaps 
the  House  will  allow  me  to  say  that 
since  I  have  held  the  office  of  Financial 
Secretary  I  have  not  restored  to  the  War  | 

Mr,  McKenna. 


Office  list  one  single  contractor  who  had 
been  struck  off,  and  indeed,  if  inquiry 
were  made,  it  would  be  found  that  con- 
tractors with  the  War  Office  would  be 
very  far  from  telling  the  House  that  they 
receive  unduly  lenient  treatment  at  the 
hands  of  the  present  administration  in 
Pall  Mall.     As  far  as  Underwood  is  con- 
cerned, he  was  struck  off  the  War  Office 
list,  not  for  any  dealings  in  regard  to 
forage,  but  for  fraudulent  transactions  in 
regard  to  coal.     To  this  fact  it  was  due 
perhaps  that    we  did   not  discover  we 
were  dealing  with  him  as  promptly  as  we 
ouffht  to  have  done.     Although  we  were 
looking  out  for  him  in  regard  to  coal,  we 
were  not  looking  out  for  him  in  regard  to 
forage.     It  is  very  difficult  in  dealing 
with  an  enormous  number  of  contractors 
to  ascertain  whether  or  not  a  contractor 
IS  trading  under  an  alias.     We  do   not 
ear-mark  any  gentleman,  but  we  try  to 
make  certain  that  thev  do  not  deceive  us. 
At  the  same  time,  I  ao  not  disguise  that 
possibly  a   little  more  vigilance  on  oiu- 
part  might  have  detected  the  fact  that  we 
were  dealing  with  a  man  who  had  been 
struck  off  the  list.     Two  or  three  years 
after  Underwood  was  struck  off  the  list 
in  relation  to  coal  he  formed  his  business 
into  a  private  limited  liability  company, 
and  he  applied  to  the  then  Secretary  of 
State  for  War,  the  late  Mr.  Stanhope,  to 
have  the  name  of  the  company  pat  on 
the   War    Office  list.      The  application 
was   promptly   refused,   and    we    heard 
no     more    from     him.      But    early     in 
1892   or  1894 — I    was    not    aware    this 
question    was  going   to   be  raised,   and 
consequently    I  can  only  speak    as    to 
the  facts  as  they  are  present  in  my  mind 
— Underwood  purchased  the  business  of 
Bennett  and  Son.     The  Department  have 
ascertained    that    since.      The    firm    of 
Bennett  and  Son  M'as  on  the  War  Office 
list,  and  no  fault  had  been  found  with  the 
manner  in  which    they   had   conducted 
their  transactions  with  the  Department. 
They  were  not  under  suspicion,  and  we 
were  not  aware  of  the  fact  that  Underwood, 
Limited,  had  acquired  their  business.     Of 
course,  it  is  now  perfectly  plain  that  one 
of    Underwood's    objects     in    acquiring 
Bennett's  business  was  to  get  on  the  War 
Office  list  again.     In  that  he  succeeded. 
Had  the  Department  known  that  Bennett 
had  become  Underwood  they  would  have 
declined  to    have    dealings  with   them. 
Bennett,  however,  has  now  been  struck 
off   the    list.      In    these    circumstances. 
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admitting  as  I  do  that  possibly  we  might  individual  connected  with   the   old  firm 
have  discovered  what  was  going  on  earlier,  of  Ross  and  Company  has  any  interest 
I  do  not  see  what  more  we  could  do.     I  in    the    firm "  of    Hepburn     and    Gale, 
ought  to  add  that  at  the  present  moment  The  list  asked  for  by  the  hon.  Member 
there  are  proceedings   pending  between  for  Monmouthshire  is  of  the  nature  of  a 
Brown  and  Underwood,  and  that  makes  black  list.     It  would  contain  the  name  of 
it  a   little  more  difficult  to  give  a  full  every  contractor   whose  deliveries  have 
account  of  all  that  has  taken  place.     All  I  been  rejected  up  to  30  per  cent.     If  the 
can  say  is  that  Brown  assures  me  that  he  Return  were  given  in  the   way   it  was 
is  going  to  come  out  of  these  proceedings  originally  asked  for  it  would  contain  only 
white  as  the  driven  snow.     In  regard  to  one  word,  "  nil,"  because  although  many 
the  Return  asked  for,  I  think  it  is  rather  contractors  may    have    their    deliveries 
41  strong  order,  where  a  limited  liability  rejected  on  account  of  some  small  defects, 
•company  has  been    dealt   with  in  rela  those  defects  would  afterwards  be  reme- 
tion  to  contracts  by  the  War  Office  to  died,   and  the  goods  passed.     I  am  not 
publish  all  the  names  of  the  director  in  quite   sure  that  such  a  list  would  not 
a  black  list  of  the  House  of  Commons,  include  every  contractor  with  whom  the 
(Hon.  Members:  "Why?"and  "No,  no."]  War  Office  deals.    I  know  a  case  in  which 
The  directors  of  the  company  may  be  a  firm  delivered  two  large  guns.     These 
perfectly  innocent  of  any  fraud  which  has  guns    were   rejected    for    some    trifling 
been  perpetrated  by  their  subordinates,  detail,  which  was  corrected,  and  the  guns 
All  I  take  exception  to  is  the  form  in  were  then  accepted.  The  list,  if  presented 
which  the  notice  for  the  Return  appears  in  the  form  asked  for  by  the  hon.  Gentle- 
on  the   Paper;  but   I  am  authorised  to  man,   would  include   that    firm,   and  it 
say    that    if  the  right  hon.   Gentleman  would    be  manifestly  unfair  to   include 
thinks  it  desirable  that  a  Return  should  in    a    black    list    contractors    who   had 
be  made  the  Government  will  not  object,  honestly  done  the  best  they  could.     In- 
I  earnestly  hope  that  the  House  will  not  elusion  in  such  a  list  would  cast  a  reflection 
believe  that  anybody  at  the  War  Office  on  a  firm,  and  it    might  do   it  serious 
desires  to  conceal  anything.  injury.     I  therefore  hesitated  to  grant  it. 

Mr.  JAMES  LOWTHER :  You  have  '^^^    ^^^  ^""^    Gentleman    has    also 

mentioned  nothing  about  Ross.  i  ""^^5"^.^/^%^^.^    ^vT' .  Z'''''^' 

®  I  and  to  the  fact  that  they  had  not  been  so 

♦Mr.  J.  POWELL-WILLIAMS  :    Oh,  successful  recently  in  getting  their  de- 

^s.     Well,  the  case  of  Ross  is  peculiar.  '  liveries  passed.     It  is  only  fair  to  Messrs. 

He   had  nothing  whatever  to  do  with  Kynoch  to  say  that  some  time  ago  they 

boots,  and   my  right    hon.  friend  is  in  were  the  only  persons — not    excluding 

error  in  supposing  that  he  was  guilty  of  the  Government  factory  itself — who  could 

^supplying  bad  boot  leather.    I  did  not  put  successfully  pass  the  small  arms  ammuni- 

himon  the  list,  for  the  name  was  back  on  it  tion    test,    and    the    War    Office    were 

l)efore  I  took  office.      There  was  on  the  i  actually  obliged  to  go  to  them  to  ascer- 

list  of  contractors  for    accoutrements  a  !  tain  what   their  process  of  manufacture 

firm    called    Hepburn    and    Gale,    who  was,  and  what  detail  they  insisted  upon, 

informed  my  predecessor   in  office  that  in  order  that  the  War  Office  might  at  the 

they  had  bought    the  business  of  Ross.  Ordnance    Factory    be  as  successful  as 

They  proved  that  all  the  original  partners  Messrs.  Kynoch.     It  would  not  be  right 

who  were  concerned  in  the  transactions  to  gibbet  firms  like   that  who  tried  to 

which  resulted  in  Ross  being  struck  off  serve  the  War  Office  well,  because,  owing 

the  list  had  been  done  away  with.     The  to  some   exceptional   circumstances,  the 

House  may  take  it  as  it  likes,  but  two  of  cause  of  which  they  are  as  anxious  as  we 

them  were  dead,  and  the  only  one  remain-  are    to  ascertain,   they    have    not  been 

ing  was  proved  to  have  no  further  con-  able  to  get  some  ammunition  passed. 

nection     with     the     business.      Messrs. 

Hepburn    and    Gale    were    allowed    to  Sir  H.   CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN 

remain,     and     to     use    the     name     of  (Stirling  Burghs) :  Will  the  hon.  G^entle- 

Ross    and    Company,    my    predecessor  man  tell   us  something  about  the  officer 

being  satisfied  that  it  was  merely  a  name,  whose  duty  it  is  to  view  the  goods  ? 

and   not  a  reality.     When  I  came  into 

office  I  investigated  the  matter,  and  can      ♦Mr.  J.    POWELL-WILLIAMS :   The 

now  assure  the  House  that  not  a  single    officers  who  inspect  the  goods  are  as  a 
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rule  Aiiny  officers,  and  their  inspection 
is  extremely  strict.  If  those  contractors 
who  fail  in  the  first  instance,  hut  who, 
after  ii  trial  or  two,  satisfy  the  inspectors 
are  to  he  placed  in  a  hlack  list,  one  of 
three  things  would  be  certain  to  happen  : 
there  would  be  additional  difficulty  in 
d1  icing  contracts,  the  price  paid  would 
nave  to  be  greatly  raised,  or  the  inspection 
must  he  relaxed.  I  do  not  think  any  of 
these  things  is  desirable. 

Mr.  LOYD  (Berkshire,  Abingdon) : 
Was  there  not  a  very  serious  forage 
scandal  at  the  time  of  the  Crimean  War  1 

♦Mr.  J.  POWELI.-WILLIAMS :    Yes, 
Sir,  I  believe  there  was. 

Mr.  BROADHURST  (Leicester) :  May 
I  suggest  to  my  hon.  friend  that  many 
of  his  difficulties  would  be  obviated  by 
refusing   tenders   from   men  who  accept 
contracts  at   sweating  prices    for    their 
goods.     The  way  to  attract  the  best  class 
of  manufacturers  and  the  best  class  of 
firms  as  contractors  to  deal  with  the  War 
Office,  is  to  give  a  reasonable  price  for  a 
good  article,  and  not  insist  upon  a  mini- 
mum price  at  which  a  good  article  cannot 
honestly  be  supplied.      That  is,  I  think, 
one  of  the   fundamental  principles  that 
should  be  acted  upon  by  the  War  Office, 
and,  indeed,  by  every  other  Government 
Department  that  has  to  make  contracts 
with  manufacturers.    I  quite  sympathised 
with  my  hon.  friend  the  Financial  Secre- 
tary when  he  described  so  pathetically 
to  the  House  that  at  one  time  Mr.  Under- 
wood approached  the  War  Offi?e  in  the 
form  of  a  sack  of   coal  and  on  another 
occasion  in  the  shape  of  a  truss  of  hay. 
Well,  it  is  very  difficult  for  my  hon.  friend 
to  recognise  one  and  the  same  person  in 
two  different  forms.     As  an   illustration 
he  gave  the  case  of  the  two  gims,  and 
stated  that  was  a  technical  error.     If  it 
was  an  attempt  to  defraud,  the  name  of 
that  firm  was  quite  as  much  entitled  to 
be  published  as  the  name  of  Underwood's. 
A  technical  error — there  was  some  over- 
sight in  not  finishing  the  guns.     If  it  was 
an  attempted  fraud,  then  your  argument 
for  keeping  the  name  off  the  list  falls  to 
the  ground.      I  can  understand  articles 
being  delivered  with  a  technical  error  in 
their  finish  or  in  their  equipment,  but  it  is 
easy  for  any  man  who  is  acquainted  with 
business    to    know   that    it    is    not    an 
attempted     fraud,     and,    therefore,     no 

Mr,  J.  Poicell-JFilliams^ 


penalty  ought  to  follow  tiiat  neglect,  but 
where  acts  are  evidently  committed  by  a 
contractor  and  intended  to  defraud,  then 
the  name  ought  to  be  pablished  without 
reservation.  There  is  one  other  point  I 
should  like  to  remind  the  FinanciiJ 
Secretary  about,  and  it  ia  this — whether 
he  could  advise  the  War  Office  not  to 
punish  a  workman  who  gave  information 
to  the  Government  as  to  fraudulent  trans- 
actions not  only  in  material  but  in  work- 
manship. I  remember  a  case  only  a  few 
years  back  where  a  gross  case  of  fraud 
was  attempted  in  the  saddlery  department 
at  Woolwich.  What  happened  was  that 
a  highly-skilled  workman  there  employed 
exposed  this  attempted  fraud,  and  he 
was  promptly  discharged.  In  consequence 
of  representations  made  in  this  House 
he  was  reinstated  in  his  position,  but  he 
was  discharged  a  very  short  time  after 
that.  A  pretext  was  made  of  certain 
irregularity  on  his  part,  and  the  man  was 
sent  about  his  business.  Those  who  have 
worked  in  Government  works  know  that 
the  Government  is  subjected  to  fraud  in 
connection  with  the  work  it  engages  con- 
tractors to  do,  as  much  or  even  more  thaa 
a  private  person.  I  have  seen  frauds 
enough  committed  on  the  Government. 
What  is  the  consequence  if  a  M-orkman^ 
who  has  technical  knowledge,  and  knows, 
the  quality  of  material  and  the  quality  of 
workmanship  that  should  be  insisted  upon 
according  to  the  specification,  reports  to 
the  Government  or  anyone  in  authority  1 
Why,  the  workman  would  be  black  listed 
so  effectually  as  never  to  get  employment 
again  with  the  firm  concerned,  and  his 
name  would  be  sent  round.  I  am  speak- 
ing in  this  respect  of  what  I  know.  I 
have  seen  it  done,  and  no  man  who  has 
had  experience  in  these  matters  is 
going  to  risk  losing  his  employ- 
ment, and  losing  his  living  almost,  by 
making  reports  to  the  Government 
regardmg  matters  of  this  nature* 
I  wish  the  Government  Departments 
would  give  more 'consideration  to  those 
who  are  willing  to  give  this  class  of  infor- 
mation in  the  future  than  they  have  done 
in  the  past.  The  Admiralty,  I  have  no 
doubt,  has  very  similar  experience.  It  is 
a  matter  within  the  knowledge  of  all  or 
most  people,  that  the  War  Office  is  an 
institution  peculiarly  liable  to  frauds  of 
this  kind.  I  am  not  going  to  say  that 
my  hon.  friend  the  present  Secretary  is- 
more  liable  to  fraud  than  any  other 
Secretary  that  has  preceded  him  or  that 


1337 


Consolidated 


{20  March  1900} 


Furul  BilL 


133S 


will  follow  him.  It  is  desirable  when  the 
public  mind  is  in  a  receptive  condition 
to  deiJ  effectively  with  fraudulent  con- 
tractors, and  the  War  Office  should  show 
an  example  to  other  Departments  by 
setting  its  own  house  in  oraer  to  such  an 
extent  that  it  would  terrorise  those  who 
live  by  fraud  and  fatten  on  the  suffer- 
ings of  the  men  and  horses  who  are 
supplied  with  their  respective  fares.  I 
can  scarcely  imagine  a  more  wicked  crime 
than  to  send  bad  food  for  horses  on 
foreign  service.  It  is  a  great  crime  to 
send  bad  boots  with  rotten  leather  for 
men  in  the  field  and  on  long  marches. 
[An  Eon.  Member:  "Paper  soles."] 
raper  soles,  my  hon.  friend  says. 
I  don't  know  that  of  my  own 
knowledge,  but  we  do  know  that 
very  bad  material  has  been  sent  on  the 
occasion  of  great  warlike  undertakings 
such  as  we  are  now  in  the  midst  of.  I 
repeat  once  more  that  the  complaint  is 
that  you  insist  on  the  cheapest  goods,  and 
your  contractors  believe  that  you  insist 
upon  the  cheapest  class  of  article.  Your 
schedules  of  prices  are,  I  am  informed,  so 
put  that  first-class  articles  cannot  be 
supplied  by  respectable  firms.  You  can- 
not have  the  best  cloth  at  shoddy  prices. 
The  whole  thing  is  a  question  of  price, 
and  if  you  will  give  a  respectable  price 
and  have  men  who  really  know  how  to 
examine  the  goods  supplied,  whether  it 
is  hay  or  cloth  or  any  other  article,  you 
will  have  the  best  firms  in  the  country  at 
your  command.  Until  you  do  so  you  will 
not  get  the  best  firms.  A  man  who  is 
liable  to  have  his  goods  rejected  by  a 
person  who  really  does  not  understand 
them  is  not  very  likely  to  bother  himself, 
losing  his  time  and  incurring  the  expense, 
sending  tenders  to  the  War  Office.  I  do 
hope  the  Government  will  mend  its 
manners  in  this  respect.  Ha\ang  reached 
the  limit  of  human  endurance  on  this 
question  of  fraud,  I  hope  that  the  present 
Secretary  will  see  to  it  that  he  will  make 
one  sweep  of  the  whole  of  these  pebple 
from  the  War  Office  list  once  and  for 
ever.  If  he  will  now  undertake  to  do 
that  I  think  we  shall  have  some  reason- 
able hope  that  other  departments  of  the 
Grovernment  will  follow  tne  good  example 
that  is  set. 

♦Mr.  STUART- WORTLEY  (Sheffield, 
Hallam) :  I  do  not  think  the  Financial 
Secretary  has  failed  to  realise  the  popular 
anxiety  that  is  felt  on  this  important  sub- 


ject. I  rise  to  call  attention  to  the  fact 
that  no  doubt  without  his  knowledge  the 
Department  has  made  an  untrue  Return 
to  the  order  of  the  House.  On  the  face 
of  the  Financial  Secretary's  story  it 
appears  that  at  the  time  the  hay  was 
delivered  they  were  not  aware  that 
Bennett's  hay  was  Underwood's  hay.  I 
understand,  however,  that  at  the  time 
the  Return  was  made  the  War  Office  knew 
that  Bennett's  business  had  been  bought 
by  Underwood's  company.  If  that  was 
so,  the  registered  statutory  name  of  this 
company  was  Underwood  and  CJo.y 
Limited,  and,  knowing  that,  the  Depart- 
ment had  no  right  to  return  any  other 
name.  This  is  not  a  mere  matter  of 
form ;  for,  but  for  this,  we  should  not 
have  been  left  to  learn  from  a  casual 
letter  in  the  newspapers  that  this  de- 
faulting contractor  was  one  who  had 
already  been  struck  off  the  list  for  a  like 
default. 

Mr,  HEDDERWICK  (Wick  Burghs^ 
asked  whether  criminal  proceedings  would 
be  instituted  by  the  War  Office  against 
the  persons  implicated  in  supplying  the 
goods. 

♦Mr.  J.  POWELL-WILLIAMS  :  I  am 
advised  that  if  criminal  proceedings  can 
be  taken  they  will  be  taken.  The 
deliberations  of  the  law  officers  of  the 
Government  on  the  subject  ai^e  not  yet 
concluded. 

Mr,  JOHN  REDMOND  (Waterford) : 
I  rise  not  so  much  for  the  purpose  of 
entering  into  the  question  of  the  frauds 
which  have  been  practised  in  regard  to 
certain  Government  contracts  as  to  repeat 
a  protest  I  have  made  from  time  to  time 
during  the  present  session  against  the 
expenditure. 

Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN  : 
I  think  one  point  has  not  been  satis- 
factorily cleared  up  by  the  hon. 
Member  as  to  which  the  Members  of 
the  House  must  entertain  considerable 
curiosity,  to  put  it  no  higher,  and  that 
is  about  the  two  officers  who  are  named. 
What  was  the  nature  of  their  offence? 
What  were  the  circumstances  that  led  to- 
their  retirement  1  Were  they  retired  on 
account  of  this,  or  have  they  retired  in 
the  ordinary  course  of  nature  1  We  want 
to  know  a  little  more  as  to  what  the  nature 
.  of  their  conduct  was.      Upon  the  whole 
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question  1  feel  that  it  rather  does  good  [  that  if  they  did  not  get  a  share  of  the 
to  exaggerate  these  matters.  I  do  not  Government  contracts  the  whole  industry 
agree  with  a  great  deal  that  has  been  said  ,  would  perish  in  Bermondsey.  I  remem- 
as  to  the  probability  of  great  frauds  ber  I  was  in  office,  and  appeals  were  made 
taking  place  in  the  public  departments,    to  me  of  the  strongest  kind  in  the  interest 


I  do  not  think  it  is  a  good  thing  to  run 
down  our  public  departments  too  much, 
and  I  am  not  aware  that  we  have  any 
€\idence  of  great  frauds  ha\'ing  taken 
place.  But  tnat  does  not  make  it  the 
less  necessary  for  those  in  charge  of  those 
departments  to  be  constantly  watchful. 
I  do  not  think  in  this  instance  there  is 
any  sign  on  the  part  of  the  hon.  Member 


of  the  trade  and  of  the  employment  of 
people  in  that  part  of  London.  I  was 
told  that  trade  was  not  very  good,  and 
that  the  whole  trade  would  go  to  Walsall, 
the  centre  of  the  saddlery  manufacturing 
industry,  if  Messrs.  Ross  and  Co.  did  not 
get  a  contract.  I  managed  to  steel  my- 
self against  that '  appeal,  touching  as  it 
was,  but  it  appears  that  afterwards  my 


who  spoke  for  the  War  Office  or  his  col-   hon.  colleague,  whose  absence  I  regret, 
leagues  of  having  neglected  any  reason-   did  make  the  inquiry  which  the   hon. 

Gentleman  describes,  and  subsequently 
restored,  not  that  firm,  but  their  suc- 
cessors, to  the  list.     Cases  such  as  these 


able  means  of  protecting  the  public 
interest.  When  a  firm  changes  its 
name      two      or      three      times     over. 


it  is  very  difficult  to  identify  it.  '  with  which  we  are  dealing  appear  to  show 
But  what  I  would  press  upon  the  [  that  there  is  a  suspicion  in  London  that 
hon.  Member  is  that  the  real  remedy  of  I  the  contractoi-s  work  in  and  out  with 
the  Government  in  such  a  case  is  the  i  each  other.  We  all  remember  a  case  a 
power  they  possess  to  a  greater  degree  '  year  or  two  ago  in  connection  with  a 
than  anyone  else  of  giving  publicity  to  I  large  hotel  in  the  West  of  London,  where 
these  malpractices — of  letting  the  world  j  it  was  discovered  that  the  contractors  had 
know  what,  has  happened.  That  is  the  '  been  fleecing  the  company  for  years,  and 
powerful  instrument  we  have  over  con- ,  it  was  ultimately  found  that  all  really 
tractors.  Therefore,  I  do  not  look  upon  j  centred  in  one  man  or  very  nearly  so. 
this  proposal  that  certain  names  should  There  may  be  cases  of  that  sort  among 
be  published  as  at  all  in  the  nature  of  a  |  contractors  whether  for  private  employers 
"black  list,"  as  the  hon.  Member  put  it.  i  or  for  a  Government  department.  But, 
There  may  be  a  great  many  articles  .  as  I  have  said,  the  one  remedy  which  the 
rejected  without  any  discredit  whatever  I  Government  has,  which  is  not  open  to  a 
to  the  contractor.  An  hon.  Gentleman  private  firm,  is  that  of  publicity.  I  would 
spoke  of  the  guns  which  had  to  be  re-  j  also  urge  upon  the  Government  that 
turned  because  of  some  slight  defects  publicity  is  the  cure  of  suspicion.  If  you 
which  were  'discovered.  But  that  was  ,  wish  to  get  rid  of  any  suspicion,  either 
not  a  final  return.  What  we  want  to  |  against  the  officials  of  a  department  or 
know  is — Wliat  articles  were  finally  i  against  contractors,  publicity  is  the  cure^ 
rejected  because  of  some  really  serious  i  in  small  things  as  well  as  in  great, 
defect  in  contravention  of  the  conditions  Although  I  do  not  see  in  what  has 
of  the  contract  1  If  that  information  was  |  happened  in  this  case  any  disposition  or 
published — if  the  hon.  Grentleman  will  i  intention  on  the  part  of  the  hon.  Gentle- 
consider  the  suggestion  and  see  whether  ;  man  of  concealing  anything,  still  I  think 
it  can  be  done — I  think  it  Avould  give  |  we  should  always  bear  in  mind  that  con- 
^eat  satisfaction  to  the  House  and  be  a  I  cealment  or  attempt  at  concealment  is  the 
very  considerable  protection  to  the  I  very  worst  policy  that  can  be  pursued  in 
-country.  Some  reference  has  been  made  '  such  a  matter, 
to  the  well-known  case  of  the  saddlery  I 
makers  in  Bermondsey,  with  which  I  do  !    *Mr.  J.  POWELL- WILLIAMS  :  I  have 


not  think  anybody  is  so  thoroughly 
acquainted  as  the  present  Secretary  to 
the  Treasury.  The  hon.  Gentleman 
nursed  that  case  for  years,  and  I  have 
listened  to  speech  after  speech  of  the  most 
eloquent  nature  from  him  with  reference 
to  the  celebrated  case  of  Messrs.  Ross  and 
Co.     That  was  a  case  which   was  com- 


only  to  say  that  the  two  persons  whose 
names  appear  in  this  matter  were  removed 
from  their  appointments  in  consequence 
of  negligence  in  respect  of  this  particular 
matter. 

The  first  LORD  of  the   TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Manchester, 


plicated  in  a  singular  way  by  the  fact  |  E.) :  I  do  not  propose  to  add  much  to  the 
Sir  H.  Campbell-Bannerman. 
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debate  on  this  aspect  of  the  question, '  found  in  them ;  but  in  regard  to  many 
which  is  now,  I  suppose,  drawing  to  a  !  other  articles  it  clearly  would  not  be 
conclusion.  But  I  ao  desire  to  express  '  possible  for  the  manufacturer  to  remedy 
the  strong  feeling  which  the  Government  the  defects  in  every  case.  But  is  it  a 
have  that  there  is  no  subject  which  more  crime  for  a  manufacturer  Avho  is  trying 
deserves  the  careful  vigilance  of  the  House  •  to  produce  the  goods  the  Government 
of  Commons  than  this  question  of  Govern-  ,  desire  to  find  he  has  noi  succeeded  in  one 
ment  contracts.  No  one  can  have  the  particular  instance  ?  It  is  not  a  crime, 
most  elementary  knowledge  of  the  and  ought  not  to  be  punished  as  a  crime. 
military  history  of  this  and  of  other  coun- '  Yet  the  publication  of  a  "  black  list," 
tries — I  am  glad  to  say  even  more  of  j  showing  that  such  and  such  a  firm  which 
other  countries  than  of  this  country —  was  asked  to  produce  such  goods  as  the 
without  seeing  what  incalculable  harm  to  Government  could  accept  had  failed  to 
the  national  interest  has  been  done  in  the  produce  those  goods,  would  inflict  very 
past  by  the  frauds  of  contractors.  The  serious  injury, 
number  of  valuable  lives  that  have  been  ' 

sacrificed,  the  number  of  military  opera-  Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BAXNERMAN  : 
tions  whose  success  has  been  im-  I  think  I  used  the  words  "  I  do  not  look 
perilled,  the  loss  of  all  kinds  I  upon  it  as  a  *  black  list,'"  by  which  I 
which  great  Imperial  interests  ,  meant  to  imply  that  I  did  not  intend  that 
have  suffered  from  the  admitted  any  slur  should  be  cast  on  the  firms  whose 
frauds  of  contractors  on  whom  successive  names  appeared  thereon. 
Crovemmentshave  relied,  is  one  of  the  most 

painful  chapters  in  the  military  history  of  ;  Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  quite  under- 
the  last  century  and  of  the  beginning  of  stand  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's  view, 
this  century,  n  e  certainly  ought  to  exer-  but  I  think  he  himself  will  feel  that  if  he 
cise  all  the  vigilance  in  our  power  to  pre-  does  not  call  it  a  **  black  list,"  if  he  does 
vent  the  repetition  of  any  such  crime  j  not  wish  it  to  be  treated  as  a  "  black 
against  the  public  interest.  I  think  we  ought  i  list,"  it  would  in  effect  be  a  "  black  list  " 
to  distinguish  between  two  very  different  I  in  the  sense  that  it  would  greatly  injure 
cases  which  have  been,  to  a  certain  \  that  firm'sposition  in  regard  to  its  foreign 
extent,  mixed  up  in  the  present  debate —  |  market.  It  is  to  our  interest  that  these 
the  case  of  fraud  on  the  part  of  the  con-  great  firms  should  not  merely  manufac- 
tractor  and  the  case  of  error  on  the  part  ture  for  us,  but  should  have  a  market  in 
of  the  manufacturer  in  producing  goods  forei^  countries,  because  one  result  of 
for  the  public  ser\nce.  I  confess  I  am  not  I  that  is  that  we  have  a  large  surplus  power 
convinced,  even  by  what  has  fallen  from  of  production  to  enable  us  to  meet  a  ^eat 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  opposite  in  natio»al  emergency.  But  if  you  insist 
the  moderate  and  interesting  speech  he  |  that  every  error  of  this  kind  is  to  be  pub- 
has  just  delivered,  that  as  regards  this  lished  abroad,  not  merely  to  the  British 
latter  class  that  publicity  Avhich  he  desires  ,  public  but  to  the  foreign  consumer,  I  can- 
would  do  any  good.  I  think  it  would  not  help  thinking  that  such  publication 
certainly  produce  creat  hardship,  and  I  will  be  treated  by  the  foreign  consumer 
am  not  sure  it  would  produce  any  great  as  ground  for  distrusting  the  British 
public  benefit.  He  endeavoured  to ans wer  .  manufacturer,  and  the  British  manufac- 
the  objection  made,  I  think,  by  my  hon.  turer  will  suffer  as  compared  with  his 
friend  near  me  with  regard  to  the  case    foreign  rival.     And  with  the  loss  which 


of  two  guns    which  had  been  returned 


the  firitish  manufacturer  suffers  is  bound 


and  afterwards  altered  and  accepted,  up  a  certain  national  loss  on  our  part — 
He  tried  to  evade  that  by  saying  in  fact  our  means  of  rapid  procluction 
"I     do     not     want    a     list     of     those    of  warlike   material   might  be  seriously 

foods  which   are   finally  accepted   after'  diminished, 
aving    been    returned    and    remedied." : 
But  it  is  impossible  for  us  to  distinguish        Mr.  BROADHURST  :  No  one  asked 
in  all  cases  goods  of  that  kind.     In  the    for  that, 
case  of  two  large  pieces  of  ordnance  the 

identity  could,  no  doubt,  be  followed  Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  The  hon. 
through  the  manufacturing  departments  Grentleman  is  mistaken.  I  am  dealing 
of  the  firm  which  produced  them  and  with  a  procedure  whic  h  is  distinctly  asked 
remedied  the    defects   which   had    been  I  for.     Tne  hon.  Gentleman  did  not  ask  for 
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it,  but  he  is  not  the  only  gentleman  who 
has  taken  part  in  this  debate  this  after- 
noon. I  think  the  course  suggested  by 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  with  regard  to 
these  errors  in  manufacture  is,  perhaps, 
too  severe  a  one.  I  do  not  think  any 
course  too  severe  in  the  case  of  detected 
fraud,  and  I  think  no  vigilance  on  the 
part  of  the  War  Office  can  be  too  energetic 
to  prevent  such  frauds  taking  place.  That 
there  is  a  difficulty  in  preventing  these 
frauds  has  been  sufficiently  evidenced 
from  the  debate  this  afternoon.  The 
authorities  at  the  War  Office  have  not 
merely  to  inspect  the  goods,  to  find  out 
by  inspection  if  they  come  up  to  the 
Government  standard,  but  they  have  also 
got  to  pursue  the  tortuous  windings  of 
anonymouscompanies,  to  follow  them  under 
one  name  or  another  name,  and  through 
the  ramifications  of  ingenious  mystification. 
Well,  that  is  rather  a  large  operation,  but 
it  is  one  which  certainly  ought  to  be 
undertaken  by  the  War  Office,  and  I  hope 
it  will  be  undertaken  in  a  spirit  of  the 
most  careful  inquiry;  for  I  am  one  of 
those  who  think  that  when  a  firm  has 
committed  a  fraud  by  palming  off  on 
the  War  Office  or  on  the  Admiralty  goods 
which  are  not  up  to  the  standard  and 
which  are  evidently  intended  to  deceive, 
and  which  are  produced  and  brought 
over  for  the  purpose  of  deception,  too 
great  publicity  cannot  be  given  to 
their  acts,  and  no  punishment  which  the 
laws  of  the  country  can  inflict  can  be  too 
severe.  I  hope,  therefore,  most  heartily 
that  the  investigation  of  the  law  officers 
to  which  my  hon.  friend  has  re- 
ferred, will  result  in  the  Government's 
being  able  to  take  criminal  proceedings, 
and  bring  to  a  criminal  trial  the  con- 
tractors who  have  endeavoured  to  commit 
so  great  a  public  crime  as  to  pass  off 
on  the  public  service  stores  of 
bad  quality.  I  trust  that  after  this 
declaration  on  my  part,  which,  perhaps,  was 
hardly  necessary  after  the  statement  of 
my  hon.  friend,  nobody,  either  in  the 
House  or  in  the  country,  will  think  that 
the  Grovernment  are  indifferent  to  a 
naatter  which  is  of  the  very  fir  it  national 
importance.  Let  it  not  be  said  that  in 
connection  with  this  war,  or  any  other 
subsequent  operation  in  which  we  may  be 
^^g^g^d,  there  has  been  any  repetition  of 
the  gross  scandals  which  disgraced  the 
public  service  through  the  whole  of  the 
last  century,  and  which  I  am  afraid  might 
be  found  in   the  earlier  history  of  the 

Mr,  A,  J.  Balfour, 


present  century.  One  hon.  Member 
referred  to  the  Crimean  War,  and  I  am 
afraid  that  in  the  Crimean  War  very 
scandalous  cases  of  this  kind  occurred.  I 
hope  that  no  such  gross  scandals  will  be 
elicited  by  the  most  searching  inquiry 
into  the  case  of  the  present  war  which  will 
be  undertaken,  and  on  behalf  of  the 
Government  I  say  that  we  shall  welcome 
such  an  inquiry,  and  any  assistance  that 
can  be  given  to  us  by  the  House  or  the 
public  in  seeing  that  the  goods  supplied  to 
our  men  in  the  field  are  of  the  first 
quality  will  be  welcomed  by  my  hon. 
friend  and  by  all  those  who  are  responsible 
for  War  Office  management. 

Mr.  FLYNN  (Cork,  N.) :  After  the 
speech  of  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury, 
I  do  not  intend  to  discuss  further  the 
contract  question,  although  there  are  still 
many  hon.  Members  who  are  not  fully 
satisfied.  I  rise  for  the  purpose  of  pro- 
testing against  the  expenditure  of  public 
money  upon  this  disastrous  war,  and  it 
would  be  a  dereliction  of  duty  on  the 
part  of  Irish  Members  if  we  did  not  avail 
ourselves  of  every  opportunity  of  pro- 
testing against  such  expenditure.  From 
the  very  commencement  of  the  war  Ire- 
land has  signalised  in  the  most  unmistak- 
able manner  that  she  considers  this  war 
cruel  and  unnecessary.  It  was  elicited 
this  evening  by  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury's  reply  to  a  question  put  by  an 
Irish  Member  that  the  amount  expended 
in  Ireland  out  of  the  sum  of  £60,000,000 
taken  under  the  Consolidated  Fund  (No. 
1  and  2;  Bills  for  this  war  was  a  paltry 
£150,000.  Surely,  under  these  circum- 
stances, we  are  justified  in  complaining — 
even  if  we  approved  of  the  policy  of  the 
Government — of  the  very  meagre  and 
miserable  share  that  Ireland  has  got  of 
this  large  sum  of  money.  If  the  GU)vem- 
ment  think  it  right  to  provide  employ- 
ment at  Government  works  in  lar^ 
industrial  centres  in  England,  why  shomd 
they  not  do  the  same  in  Ireland  ?  If  a 
private  firm  can  go  to  Ireland  and  esta- 
blish factories  for  the  manufactiu^  of 
such  substances  as  cordite,  why 
cannot  the  Government  go  to  Ire- 
land and  manufacture  other  things! 
A  complaint  was  made  last  night  with  re- 
gard  to  the  expenditure  upon  Colonial 
troops  as  compared  >\ith  British  troops. 
The  Colonial  troops  are  paid  5s.  a  day, 
while  the  pay  of  the  English,  Irish,  and 
Scotch  troops  is  only  Is.  4d.  per  day.     I 


1315 


Consolidated 


{20  March  1900} 


Fuml  Bill, 


1546 


Asked  the  hon.  Gentleman  why  this  pre- 
ference is  given  to  the  Colonial  troops, 
and  he  gave  me  an  unsatisfactory  reply. 
He  spoke  about  the  Colonial  troops  being 
called  upon  in  an  emergency,  but  that 
was  not  a  complete  answer.  If  the  service 
of  the  Colonial  troops  is  of  a  voluntary 
character,  why  should  their  pay  be  three 
times  greater  than  the  Regular  troops 
coming  long  distances  from  all  parts  of 
Scotland,  Ireland,  and  England?  This 
is  a  point  which  deserves  full  considera- 
tion by  the  Government.  As  to  the  con- 
tract question,  I  would  like  to  assure  the 
ton.  Gentleman,  the  Financial  Secretary 
to  the  War  Office,  that  we  shall  continue 
to  protest  against  the  system  which  is 
growing  up  by  which  military  cheers  on 
Active  service  are  employed  in  trade,  and 
iigainst  this  huge  and  enormous  expendi- 
ture upon  a  war  which  we  believe  to  be 
unjust  and  unnecessary. 

Mr.  DALY  (Monaghan,  S.)  said  the 
Leader  of  the  House  had  stated  that  if 
he  gave  the  information  asked  for  in 
regard  to  the  contractors  it  would  injure 
British  manufacturers.  He  sympathised 
not  with  British,  but  with  Irish  manufac- 
turers.  As  regarded  the  hay  supply,  the 
best  hay  in  the  world  was  grown  in 
Ireland,  and  could  be  got  as  cheap  there 
as  it  was  being  supplied  at  the  present 
time  to  the  War  Office.  He  believed 
that  there  was  only  a  difference  of  about 
2^d.  per  ton  between  good  Irish  hay 
and  the  rubbish  which  the  Goverment 
were  importing  from  abroad.  He  hoped* 
his  hon.  friend  would  go  to  a  division  as 
a  protest  against  the  stinginess  of  the 
miserable  policy  which  had  been  adopted 
by  the  hon.  Gentleman  opposite  and  the 
•Government.  If  the  Government  were  as 
kind  to  the  people  of  Ireland  as  they  were 
to  the  people  of  England  they  would 
have  factories  in  Ireland,  and  thus  assist 
to  give  employment  to  the  people  of  a 
poor  country  which  had  to  find  a  large 
portion  of  the  money  required  for  the 
war.  He  hoped  that  the  experience 
which  the  hon.  Gentleman  had  had  of 
British  contractors  would  open  his  eyes 
and  induce  him  to  buy  hay  in  the  future 
irom  Ireland.  He  had  been  informed  on 
20od  authority  that  even  in  Ireland 
K>reign  oats  and  hay  were  imported  for 
the  feeding  of  the  horses  of  the  British 
Army  stationed  there,  and  if  that  were  so 
it  was  a  disgrace  to  this  country.  No 
wonder  the  Irish  people  had  no  sympathy 


with  the  war  when  the  Government  passed 
over  the  people  of  Ireland  who  could 
supply  them  with  forage  almost  as  cheap 
as  the  present  contractors  were  doing, 
and  of  a  much  better  quality.  It  seemed 
to  be  the  rule  at  the  War  Office  that  "  no 
Irish  need  apply."  Irish  soldiers  were 
good  enough  to  carry  the  trenches  in  the 
Transvaal,  and  to  be  put  to  the  front  in 
battles,  but  when  it  came  to  buying  Irish 
produce  Ireland  was  ignored.  He  was 
very  pleased  to  see  the  humiliating 
position  in  which  the  Government  had 
been  placed  owing  to  the  rubbish  which 
had  been  supplied  to  them. 

♦Mr.  MADDISON  (Sheffield,  Bright- 
side)  :  I  desire,  before  the  Irish  Members 
introduce  the  question  on  which  they 
are  interested,  to  point  out  one  very 
serious  defect  in  the  administration  of  the 
War  Office  which  tends  in  some  degree 
not  perhaps  to  the  grosser  forms  of  fraud, 
but  to  defective  fulfilment  of  contracts, 
which  is  very  serious.  I  refer  to  the 
difficulty  in  getting  the  Government  De- 
partments to  put  into  force  the  fair  wages 
resolution  passed  by  this  House  in  1891. 
I  make  no  complaint  against  the  Financial 
Secretary,  who  is  not  responsible.  It  is 
the  system  that  is  in  fault.  That  resolu- 
tion was  passed,  not  onlv  to  satisfy  the 
workmen,  but  to  protect  tne  fair  employer, 
who  is  prepared  to  produce  a  good  article, 
but  who  is  unable  to  do  so  when  brought 
into  competition  with  men  who  flagrantly 
violate  the  resolution.  It  is  notorious, 
and  many  manufacturers  will  agree,  that 
the  Government  Departments  often  go  to 
the  worst  contractors,  who  are  given  to 
the  shadiest  of  tricks  in  their  transactions, 
rather  than  enforce  the  resolution ;  and 
although  the  promise  given  by  the 
Financial  Secretary  to  investigate  the 
matter  holds  good,  the  investigation  is 
carried  out  by  a  routine  which  precludes 
a  just  conclusion  being  arrived  at.  The 
nation  is  not  getting  value  for  its 
money  simply  through  the  neglect  of 
the  Government  to  see  that  the 
fair  wages  resolution  is  carried  out, 
with  the  result  that  the  work  is  being 
done  by  shady  firms  and  the  best  firms  of 
contractors  are  prevented  from  contract- 
ing at  all.  It  is  only  by  competition  that 
the  best  is  obtained,  but  the  ^me  to  be 
fair  should  be  played  accordmg  to  the 
rules,  and  the  Government  have  laid  down 
certain  conditions  which  are  not  observed 
and   consequently   the   best   contractors 
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often  decline  to  enter  into  competition.  I 
trust  that  the  Government  will  see  that  the 
fair  wages  resolution  is  adopted  and  that 
facilities  are  given  to  obtain  the  necessary 
details.  The  Government  offices  are  so 
bomid  up  in  red  tape,  and  routine  is  so 
rampant,  that  it  is  absolutely  impossible 
to  obtain  from  them  details  which  an 
ordinary  firm  would  get  to  know  in 
tAventy-f our  hours. 

*Mr.    weir     (Ross    and     Cromarty) 

complained  of  the  high  rate  of  interest 

which     was    inserted    in    the     Bill    for 

the  purpose  of  borrowing  money.  He 
pointed  out  that  it  was  absurd  to  insert 
a  rate  of  5  per  cent,  when  it  was  perfectly 
well  known  that  the  war  loan  now  being 
raised  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
which  had  been  subscribed  for  ten  or 
twelve  times  over,  was  only  to  bear 
2|  per  cent.  He  also  pressed  the  Govern- 
ment to  increase  the  penalty  for  illegal 
trawling,  and  penalise  those  who  covered 
their  lights  while  trawling  to  the  great 
danger  of  the  line  fishermen  who 
prosecuted  their  calling  in  the 
stormy  seas  off  the  coast  of  Scotland. 
He  assumed  he  would  be  in  order  in 
calling  attention  to  the  serious  incon- 
venience to  Scottish  Members  owing  to 
the  absence  of  the  Secretary  of  Scotland 
from  this  House. 

Mr.  speaker  :  Order,  order  I 

*Mr.  weir  :  Very  well ;  if  he  was  not 

in  order  on  that  point  he  would  leave  it. 

He  was  sorry  the  Lord  Advocate  was  not 

in  his    place,    because    he    would  have 

brought  under  his  notice  the  great  need 
there  was  of  spending  the  £10,000  which 
the  Scottish  Office  had  placed  at  the  dis- 
posal of  the  Fishery  Board  of  Scotland  in 
1899  for  the  purpose  of  providing  a 
fishery  cruiser.  Such  a  boat  was  very 
much  needed  on  the  coast  of  Scotland  to 
guard  the  fisheries,  the  present  cruiser 
being  of  no  earthly  good  in  these  stormy 
seas  to  put  down  illegal  trawling.  He 
had  asked  for  a  return  of  the  deer  forest 
area  in  the  Highlands,  and  the  return 
made  was  inaccurate.  The  Scottish  Office 
owned  that  it  was  inaccurate,  and 
promised  another  one.  He  had  a  letter 
from  the  Scottish  Office  in  which  it  was 
stated  that  considering  the  difficulty  and 
trouble  involved 

Mr,  Maddison, 


Mr.  speaker  :  The  hon.  Member  is 
not  in  order  in  discussing  a  Return  on  the 
deer  forests. 

♦Mr.  weir  :  Am  I  not  to  be  allowed 
to  discuss  the  inaccuracv  of  that  Return 
and  the  incompetency  of  the  Scottish 
Office  1  We  pay  high  salaries  to  the 
Secretary  for  Scotland  and  other  officials,, 
and  they  should  take  some  steps  to  get 
an  accurate  Return. 

Mr.  SPEAKER:  There  are  various 
opportunities  of  discussing  the  matter  of 
the  deer  forests ;  but  this  is  not  one  of 
them. 

[  *Mr.  weir  :  Well,  there  was  another 
I  question,  that  of  salmon.     The  Office  of 

Woods  and  -  Forests  Avere  disposing  of 
I  salmon    fishing  rights,   and   the    reason 

they  gave  was  that  litigation  had  been 
'  raised  in  various  cases.     He  should  have 

thought  that  the  Crown  would  have  been 
I  able  to  hold  their  own  in  all  cases  of 
1  litigation.  These  salmon  fishing  rights 
,  ought  not  to  be  parted  with,  but  should 
1  be  retained  by  the  Crown,  and  he  asked 

the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  to  see  that 
I  the  Office  of  Woods  and  Forests  do  not 

go  on  in  their  mad  career  of  selling  the 

salmon  fishings  in  the  way  they  were 
;  doing. 

i  ♦Mr.  BUCHANAN  (Aberdeenshire, 
E.)  said  that,  although  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man who  had  just  sat  down  had  dealt 
with  a  great  variety  of  subjects,  yet  some 
of  them  were  of  considerable  importance, 
and  it  was  imfortunate  the  Loni  Advo- 
cate was  not  in  his  place  to  speak  on 
these.  They  could  not  get  any  attention 
from  the  Treasury  in  regard  to  the 
construction  of  more  fishery  harbours, 
and  they  complained  of  remiss- 
ness in  the  administration  of  the 
laws  relating  to  the  protection  of 
the  line  fisheries  against  trawlers. 
What  he  complained  of  was  that  the 
Gk)vemment  passed  Acts  of  PaHiament 
and  declared  that  these  were  effective  for 
certain  purposes,  but  they  did  not  take 
steps  to  put  these  laws  into  operation,, 
as  was  shown  all  over  the  north,  east  and 
west  coasts  of  Scotland  particularly  during 
the  last  fortnight.  He  saw  in  the  news- 
papers only  the  previous  day  that  the 
fishing  commimity  of  Portessie  would 
have  to  migrate  to  another  locality,  and 
the  whe'e  population  of  another  of  the 
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most  ancient  fishing  villages  in  Aberdeen- 
shire, Old  Slains,  hiMl  last  week  migrated 
bodily,  and  taken  up  their  habitation  in 
Aberdeen.  There  was  no  complaint  against 
the  lady  superior  of  the  village,  who  was 
one  of  the  best  proprietors  in  that  part 
of  the  country.  But  the  inhabitants 
found  that  they  got  absolutely  no  assist- 
ance in  building  a  fishery  harbour  either 
at  the  villiage  or  in  the  immediate  locality 
from  the  public  authorities  who  ought  to 
grant  some  assistance  and  relief.  There 
was  no  country  where  so  little  was  spent 
upon  what  was  regarded  as  essentially  a 
national  object  :  the  construction  of 
fishery  harbours.  Then  there  was  the 
old  grievance  of  the  non-enforcement  of 
the  laws  against  trawling.  Trawlers  were 
constantly  found  working  within  the 
three  -  mile  limit  night  and  day,  and 
nothing  was  done  to  stop  it.  He  regretted 
that  the  Lord  Advocate  had  not  had  the 
courtesy  to  attend  in  his  place  to  listen  to 
the  complaints  which  were  raised  in  regard 
to  these  subjects. 

*Mr.  flavin  (Kerry,  N.)  complained 
that  Ireland  was  completely  boycotted  in 
regard  to  contracts  for  the  Army,  and  yet 
in  a  shipment  of  supplies  from  Southamp- 
ton, which  had  been  brought  from  the 
Continent,  no  less  than  15,000  lbs.  were 
found  to  be  rotten.  An  English  soldier — 
mark,  not  an  Irish  soldier — had  written 
a  letter  describing  the  food  served 
out  on  board  a  transport  during  the 
voyage  to  South  Africa.  They  had  had 
fresh  meat  only  once  in  twenty-one  days, 


and  the  salt  beef  and  pork  were  rotten. 
When  they  complained  to  the  officers,  who 
were  living  on  their  own  luxuries,  they 
were  told  they  ought  to  consider  them- 
selves lucky  in  getting  what  they  did. 
The  soldiers  had  to  buy  everything  they 
ate  at  the  canteen.  They  knew  that 
supplies  furnished  by  English  contractors 
were  grown  or  produced  in  foreign 
countries,  and  what  they  complained  of 
in  Ireland  was  that,  although  they  paid  a 
very  large  proportion  of  the  cost  of  the 
war,  they  were  absolutely  resfused  fair 
treatment  in  the  way  of  contracts.  He 
had  brought  this  question  before  the 
House  some    years  ago,   but  the  reply 

fiven  him  was  most  unsatisfactory.  The 
inancial  Secretary  had  even  told  him 
that  the  climatic  influences  of  Ire- 
land w^re  not  suitable  for  rearing: 
horses  for  the  British  Army,  when 
it  was  notorious  the  contrary  was  the 
fact.  Then  as  to  oats,  he  understood 
that  no  Irish  producer  of  com  could 
tender  to  the  War  Office  for  the  supply  of 
oats  unless  they  were  of  a  certain  weight,, 
and  under  that  standard  Irish  farmers 
were  tcetotally  debarred  from  entering 
into  such  contracts.  The  War  Office 
ought  to  be  more  liberal  in  the  standard 
they  laid  down,  for  it  was  unfair  to  Irish 
and  English  farmers  as  well  to  send  so 
much  money  to  Russia,  France,  Germany,, 
and  the  United  States. 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided  : — Ayes,  274  ;Noe8, 
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Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  committed 
for  To-morrow,  at  Twelve  of  the  clock. 


CONTROL  OF  THE  TREASURY  OVER 
OTHER  GOVERNMENT  DEPART- 
MENTS. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  (Lynn  R^gis), 
in  moving,  "That  the  exercise  of  the 
powers  of  the  Treasury  in  governing 
every  Department  of  the  Government  is 
not  for  the  public  benetit ;  that  by  exer- 
cising the  power  of  the  purse  it  claims  a 
voice  in  all  decisions  of  administrative 
authority  and  policy,  arjd  that  the  posi- 
tion which  through  many  generations  it 
has  occupied  has  resulted  in  much  delay 
and  many  doubtful  resolutions,"  said :  I 
require  no  small  amount  of-  nerve  to 
raise  this  question,  considering  the  sacred 
nature  of  the  Department  of  the  Trea- 
sury. Other  Departments  one  may  raise 
questions  about,  but  the  Department  of 
the  Treasury  is  held  to  be  sacrosanct, 
because,  I  suppose,  it  is  the  Department 
which  carries  the  purse.  The  Treasury 
has  grown  from  being  the  guardian  of  the 
strong  box  to  becoming  the  universal 
controller  of  every  Department  of  Her 
Majesty's  Government.  It  regards  all 
other  Departments  as  inferior  to  itself ; 
it  looks  upon  them  as  licentious  spend- 
thrifts, as  prodigal  sons  from  whose 
voracious  maw  it  is  the  province  of  the 
Treasury  to  snatch  the  fatted  calf.  When 
a  question  arises  which  needs  the  exercise 
of  high  skill  and  great  knowledge,  it  has 
to  be  decided,  not  by  the  Department  it- 
self, which  possesses  all  the  knowledge 
required,  but  by  the  Treasury,  to  whom 
the  knowledge  has  been  revealed  in  some 
manner  from  on  high.  The  result  is  that 
all  the  Departments  labour  under  a  more 
than  Egyptian  bondage,  to  being  called 
upon  to  make  their  bricks  without  straw, 
to  being  subject  to  a  "  Mikado  '*  system  of 
duality  which  requires  that  the  War 
Office,  the  Admiralty,  and  other  officials 
shall  be  looked  after  by  a  member  of  the 
Treasury.  Who  is  at  fault  for  the  charges 
set  out  in  the  Resolution  if  they  are  well 
founded  ]  We  are  told  it  is  not  the 
Cabinet.  We  are  told  it  is  not  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  (although  he 
did  write  a  letter),  it  is  not  the  Permanent 
Secretary,  Sir  Francis  Mowatt,  and  it  cer- 
tainly is  not  the  Financial  Secretary.  At 
first  I  came  to  the  conclusion  that  it  must 
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be  the  three  Junior  Lords  who  were  at 
fault ;  but  I  am  now  of  opinion  that 
nobody  is  at  fault,  that  it  is  the  usual 
scapegoat  we  always  fall  back  upon  and 
which  is  called  the  system.  A  thousand 
years  ago  the  Treasury  was  a  box  and  the 
officials  were  the  persons  who  sat  on  the 
box,  and  they  have  been  sitting  on  it 
ever  since.  The  difficulty  is  that  they 
sit  upon  it  too  tightly.  The  Treasury 
consists  of  the  First  Lord  of  the  Trea- 
sury, the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
the  three  Junior  Lords,  and  the  Financial 
Secretary.  The  First  Lord  is  not 
arraigned  in  this  indictment,  because  he 
'has  no  public  duties  in  connection  with 
the  Treasury.  The  three  Junior  Lords 
are  not  included  in  the  indictment  because 
their  duties  seem  to  consist  of  sending  to 
members  letters  giving  inaccurate  infor- 
mation and  making  presumptuous  requests 
for  their  attendance.  For  what  purpose 
does  the  Department,  as  constituted  in 
modern  times,  exist  ?  I  conceive  that 
the  most  important  of  its  duties  is  to  look 
after  the  high  finances  of  the  country  and 
to  assist  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
with  its  knowledge  and  advice,  but  it  is 
for  that  purpose  less  adecjuately  manned 
than  perhaps  any  other*  Department  of 
the  State.  It  should  know  all  about  the 
capacity  of  the  country  to  bear  taxation, 
and  it  should  know  something  about  taxa- 
tion. It,  however,  is  so  little  competent 
to  deal  with  outside  financial  matters  that 
it  scarcely  ever  takes  a  step  with- 
out making  a  mistake.  I  need  only 
recall  to  the  recollection  of  the 
House  the  abandonment  of  the  stamp 
duty  on  contract  notes  in  respect  of  sales 
of  produce,  and  the  fact  that  every  Eng- 
lish subscriber  to  the  Greek  loan  had  to 
pay  1  per  cent,  more  than  the  subscribers 
m  either  of  the  other  two  guaranteeing 
countries.  One  official  who  pretends,  I 
believe,  to  understand  these  matters,  is  no 
doubt  a  very  able  man — Sir  Edward 
Hamilton — but  he  does  not  suffice  for  all 
purposes  in  which  the  Treasury  should  be 
qualified.  The  powers  of  the  Treasury 
are  partly  derived  from  Parliament  and 
partly  by  oral  traditions.  The  powers 
derived  from  Parliament  are  immense 
and  very  dangerous.  It  has  power  to 
establish  rules  for  keeping  accounts.  All 
objections  to  items  in  the  accounts  must 
be    referred  to  the  Treasury.     It  may 
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Fayment  U  made  tftere  should  be  a  rale  for  it. 
think  we  have  been  driven,  into  exceBsive- 
expeHdituie  by  over-rtgulatien,  and  that  over- 
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prescribe  forms  of  accounts,  and  I  have  '  the  action  of  the  Audit  Department  and  thc^ 
seen  forms  of  accounts  prescribed  by  the  i  Treasury  led  lo  make  rules  and  regulaiiona  to- 
rri  ^-       ^i_^       1  roi-       meet  special  cases  m'hich  have  a  general  etiect« 

Treasury  respecting  the  purchase  of  balls-    beeausTit  is  thought  neeessary  by  %he  Auditor 
bury  Plain,  which  are  of  the  most  unsatis-  |  General  and  the  Treasury  that  wherever  any 
factory    character.      It   has   to  sanction 
expenditure  and  to  direct  what  accounts, 

otherthantheappropnationaccounts,  are    reflation  hai  been  brought  ab«it   by    the 
to  1)6   exammed    by  the   Controller  and  ;  action  of  tfce  Audit  Department  and  the  Trea 
Auditor    General.       Under     the    Public    sury.    In  large  matters  I  thmk  that  tie  controb 
Accounts   and    Charges    Act,    1891,    the  i  ^  the  Tieasury  Department   mi^ht    be    in- 
rp  1  T  1  creased ;  in  small  matten  1  think  it  w  a  pitv 

Treasury  has  power  to  inake  every  extra  I  ^hat   it  ha«  inereased  ;  it  has  given  risi  i^> 

receipt  to  the  State  what  is  called  an  mueh  work  and  much  expenditure  and  no- 
appropriation  in  aid,  the  effect  of  which    advantage." 

is  practically  to  entirely  withdraw  it  from  >  Then  Sir  R.  Kn©x  was  asked  if  he  agreed 
any  effective  control  l)y  the  Departments.  |  that  the  Treasury  control  had  increased 
But  the  claims  of  the  Treasury  go  far  ,  in  the  sense  of  looking  aftci-  expenditure^ 
l)eyond  this.      Giving  evidence  before  a    and  he  replied-  - 

Select   Committee  ou  public  moneys  in       u^y^  increase.!  ii.  l.K>kiii^  after  Ihe  two- 
1856,  Mr.  Anderson,  principal  clerk,  said  i  pences ;  it  would  be  better  if  it  looked  more 
that    the    source    of    all   administrative    after  the  hundreds  of  thousands  of  pounds." 
authority     for     expenditure     was     the  j  I  think  so  too,  and  hundreds  of  thousand* 
Treasury,  Mr.  Anderson  added—  of  pounds  are  allowed    to  slip  through 

**  The  right  of  the  Treasury  to  deteviiune  i  the  nek  When  it  is  a  question  of  con- 
what  the  civil  departments  may  »pend  and  ,  trolling  the  Foreign  Office,  the  Treasury 
what  they   may   not  spend,  tliMigh  modihed  i        i      ^  ..•         4.      n       t*  4.C 

uceasionaly  by  certain  special  enactments  is  makes  no  question  at  all.  It  passes  the 
incontestable  and  rests  upon  an  unbroken  I  proposals  from  that  quarter  without  a 
prescription  which  has,  accordingly,  the  fon-e  ,  woni^  but  when  it  is  a  question  of  stopping 
of  law, '  13^  1^^  pounds  in  other   Departments,   the 

In  186J6  Sir  WrHmm  Dmnbar  said  that,  .  Treasuiy  puts  its  foot  down  and  stops  the 
generally  speaking,  the  Treasury  made  ,  whole  thing.  I  have  showiv  and  I  have 
the  appointments  in  all  the  offices.  !  endeavoured  to  do  it  very  briefly,  what 
Now  the  House  will  see  what  it  comes  to.  I  are  the  powers  claimed  by  the  Treasury. 
These  are  the  rights  that  the  Treasury  i  I  have  shown  in  the  case  of  one  important 
claims^  The  powers  of  the  Treasury  are  official  what  he  knows  to  be  f«ct»  in  rela- 
indeed  immense.  They  are  so  large  that  |  tion  to  the  exercise  of  these  powers.  I 
I  imagine  that  in  all  their  extent  they  !  say  with  regard  to  the  control  of  expendi- 
have  scarcely  yet  been  known  to  the  |  ture  by  the  Treasury',  that  it  is  neither 
Members  of  this  House,  but  they  are  ;  more  nor  less  than  the  fifth  wheel  to  the 
known  and  felt  daily  by  every  one  of  the  j  coach.  I  would  ask  you  to  remember 
public  Departments  which  is  striving  to 
do  its  dut}'.  Every  one  of  the  Depart- 
ments tells  you  again  and  again  that  it 


the  authorities  and  consents  which  must 

be    obtained    before     any     expenditure 

whatever    can     be     authorised.       First 

is  hampered  by  the  Treasury's  exercise  |  of    all,    there  is   the  Department  itself 

of  these  enormous  powers,  with  no  small  I  and  the    Secretary     at     the     head     of 


degree  of  prejudice  to  the  public  interest. 
I  will  quote  one  extract  in  which  it  is 
shown  how  this  power  works.      Sir  K 


the  Department.  In  the  case  of  the 
War  Office,  that  Department  is  not  likely 
in  any  of  the  various  authorities  before 


Knox  gave  evidence  on  this  subject  in  :  whom  it  must  come  to  propose  expense^ 
1877,  and  being  aaked  whether  in  the  that  are  not  necessary.  No  Department 
public  interest ^he  would  object  to  an  in-    likes  to  expose  itself  to  the  reproach  of 


crease  of  the  Treasury  control  over  the 
War  Office  expenditure,  he  replied 


Treasury  control  is  increasing  every  day,  and 


being  extravagant.      Let  us  suppose  that 
the   Department  is  enormously  extrava- 


"That  is  a  very  large  question  ;  I  think  the    gant,  and  that  the  Secretary  of  State  is 


enormously     extravagant,     the     matter 


I  cannot  say  that  I  think  it  has  been  of  any    v^  .  jn  \  before    the     Cabinet 

advantage  to  the  public  service  ;    rather   the  I  *^^,  ^^^}}    ^^  ,A^.     ,       f®        \    ^a^neu 

reverse  as  regards  small  matters.     I  think  the  !  *^«       the      Cabinet       has       to      decide 

Treasury  control,  from  a  larjje  point  of  view  ,  the  relative     claims      of    the    different 

and 

but 

organised 

much  better  to  leave  more  to  the  discreti -         •  u-  • 

the  Secretary  of  State ;  we  are  frequently  ln>-  '  this  House,   and   there   is   nothing    this 

Mr.  Gibson  Baivlcs. 
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House  revels  in  so  much,  and  especially  -  The  Treasury  theory  is  that  the  only 
some  of  the  excellent  Scotch  Members,  as  '  person  you  can  trust  is  a  Treasury  clerk, 
in  dissecting  the  items  of    expenditure.    I  think  they  are  much  less  to  be  trusted 
On  one  occasion,  I  remember,  I  actually  I  than  the  officials  of  the  other  Depart- 
saved  the  country  X500  a  year  for  ever  '  ments.     If  you  refuse  to  trust  the  officials 
by   obtaining  a  reduction  of  salaries  of  ,  of  a  Department,  they   are  discouraged 
the  officers  of  the  House  of  Lords.     Then  \  when  they  enter  on  a  new  project  requir- 
you  bring  in  the  Treasury  in  addition  to  '  ing  expenditure.  You  destroy  to  a  certain 
all  these  authorities.     You  bring  in  what    extent    their     sense     of    responsibility, 
I  have  called  the  fifth  wheel  of  the  coach,    because  they  feel  that  their  decisions  are 
which   at   various  stages  interposes    its    not  final.     They  know  that  the  'treasury 
authority  and   rights    in  order  to  stop    will  still  have  to  decide,  whatever  decision 
expenditure.      It  may  be  thought  that  I    they  may  come  to,  and  that  their  deci- 
ought  to  give  instances  of  this  interference  I  sions  may  be  entirely    over-ridden    by 
with   expenditVire.      I  could  but  for  the  j  that  Department.     Suppose  for  a  moment 
fact  that  my  mouth  is  closed.      Ministers  \  that    this     Japanese     dual    system    of 
of  State—  I  will  not  look  at  the  Treasury  ;  trusting  only  two  people  is  the  proper 
bench  lest  suspicion  should  fall  on  some    one,   is    the    Treasury  a  good    Depart- 
one — and  heads  of  Departments  have  im- '  ment    to    exercise    it  1      I    think   it  is 
parted  to  me  the  most  awful  instances  of    the  worst.     As  soon  as  ever  a  man  in  the 
the  interference  of  the  Treasury,  but  it    Department  arrives  at  years  of  Treasury 
has  always  been  with  the  addition,  "  You  1  discretion  he  is  at  once  planted  out  in 
must  not  quote  me."     The  fact  is  they  ,  some       other     Department,       Treasury 
are  afraid ;  they  trem])le  at  the  idea  of  a  '  officials  become  the  permanent  heads  of 
Treasury  clerk.     When  they  see  a  Trea-    the  Post  Office,  the  Customs,  the  Inland 
sury  minute  they  hoi&t  the  white  flag,  and  i  Revenue,  the  National  Debt,  and  even  the 
consequently  I  am  precluded  from  telling    Exchequer  and  Audit  Department.     The 
the  story  that  otheiwise  I  could  tell.     I    result  is  that  the  Treasury  is  chiefly  com- 
am  able  to  mention  one  or  two  relatively    posed  of  young  and  inexperienced  persons, 
small    matters,    but    I    think   they   will    some  of  them  fresh  from  the  universities, 
suffice.     It  is  in   the  small  matters  that    with  a  small  and  inadequate  knowledge  of 
the  interference  of  the  Treasury  is  most    life.     Being  so  young  and  inexperienced, 
felt.    '  If   a   policeman   is  wanted  in  the    of  all  others  they  are  least  fitted  to  con- 
West  of  Ireland  for  an  urgent  purpose  the    trol    other    Departments  whose   officials 
Treasury    will    prevent    it.     [An    Hon.    have  greater  experience  and  expert  know- 
Member:    "Never."]     If   money  is   re-    ledge.     Now,  I  want  to  show  that  the 
quired    to    whitewash     Bethnal     Green    Treasury    power    is    not    always    exer- 
Museum   the  Treasury   will   prevent  it.    cised  in  restraint   of   expenditure.     The 
If  the  War  Office  says   that  a  military  .  Treasury    assumes    and    has   power   to 
attach^     is     required      at    some     new    sanction    expenditure    incurred    without 
European  centre  which  has  developed  a    any  previous  knowledge  of    Parliament, 
military  interest,  suddenly  the  Treasury    I  can  give  one  or  two  instances  of  it.     In 
refuses  its  assent.     The  Treasury  some    1 898-99,  for  example,  it  sanctioned,  in  the 
years    ago    withdrew    the    police    from    case  of  the  Admiralty,  expenditure  to  the 
West    Kensington   Museum,    with     the    amount  of  £60,335,  not  a  halfpenny  of 
result     that     a     large     and     valuable  J  which  ever  came  before  Parliament.    The 
gold    collection     was     stolen,   and    this    purposes  to  which  the  money  was  applied 
year  the   Treasury    has   had    to  restore ,  were    all    very    proper    and    necessary 
the  police.      Again,  in   the  case  of  the    matters  of  expenaiture,  but  why  call  in 
National  Portrait  Gallery  they  >nthdrew    the  Treasury  ?    Another   illustration    in 
the  police,  and  the  result  was  that  many  i  the  case  of  Wei-hai-wei.     The  Admiralty 
portraits  were  damaged  and  defaced.     I    took  possession  of  the  bay  there,  and  it 
am  only  at  liberty  to  mention  these  ^mall    suddenly  occurred  to  them  late  in  1898 
matters.      If    hon.    Meml>ers   will    give    that  they  had  not  got  Wei-hai-wei  itself, 
me  a  Committee  and  enable  me  to  calm    The  applied  to  the  Treasury  for  permis- 
the  fears  of  great  Ministers  and  officials,  i  sion  to  buy  the  wall  of  the  place,  and 
and  to  make  them  disclose  their  secrets,    without    any    knowledge   or  permission 
I    can    assure   the    House   that  I  could    on  the  part  of  Parliament  the  Treasury 
make     your     hair     stand    on    end.      I  ,  gave  their  sanction  to  the  expenditure  of 
maintain    that    it  is  nothing    but    mis- 1  £14,897    17s.   4d.,    and   the  Admiralty 
chievous.      You    must    trust  somebody,  i  bought  the  walled  town  of  W^ei-hai-wei. 
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The  Treasury  also  to  an  enormous  extent  j  Mr.  TOMLINSON  (Preston) :  In 
withdraws  expenditure  from  the  purview  |  seconding  the  motion,  my  only  feeling  of 
of  Parliament.  The  Exchequer  and  Audit  regret  is  that  the  question  is  one  that 
Act  of  1866  laid  it  down  that  the  gross  cannot  be  properly  dealt  with  on  the 
revenues  of  the  State  are  to  be  paid  into  motion.  The  practice  by  which  the 
the  Exchequer,  but  that  principle  has  j  Treasury  regulates  all  expenditure  is  so 
been  gnawed  away  by  successive  statutes  deep-rooted,  that  a  change  in  its  opera- 
until  at  last  by  the  Public  Accounts  and  tion  must  be  brought  about  with  difficulty. 
Charges  Act  of  1891  the  most  complete  j  The  Treasury  system  just  now  is  very  de- 
power  is  given  to  the  Treasury  to  say  trimental  to  the  best  interests  of  the 
that  anything  it  liked  in  the  way  of  extra  country.  As  exercised  it  encourages  ex- 
receipt  is  to  be  considered  an  appropria-  travagance  and  waste,  and  it  really 
tion  in  aid.  The  effect  of  that  was  that  destroys  all  incentive  to  originality  in 
the  Treasury  passed  a  comprehensive  i  the  administration  of  Departments.  It 
minute  declaring  almost  everything  that '  disheartens  those  who  have  ideas  which 
could  be  conceived  to  be  an  appropriation  I  are  apt  to  conflict  with  those  of  the 
in  aid,  and  at  this  moment  £8,000,000  Treasury.  I  think  it  is  well  known  to 
was  in  this  way  entirely  withdrawn  from  '  many  that  a  gentleman  not  long  ago  felt 
the  power  of  that  House,  and  in  respect  very  deeply  the  helplessness  of  the  posi- 
of  this  large  sum  they  could  not  tion  in  which  he  found  himself  placed 
move  a  reduction  even  of  a  halfpenny.  |  at  the  head  of  the  Post  Office. 
You  must  leave  them  as  they  are.  He  conceived  reforms  and  amendments 
You  cannot  increase  or  diminish  them,  and  improvements  which  with  a  little 
Those  appropriations  in  aid  do  not  appear,  latitude  he  might  have  given  effect  to, 
as  they  should,  on  both  sides  of  the  public  but  owing  to  the  control  which  the  Trea- 
accounts ;  they  are  deducted  from  the  sury  exercised  he  was  absolutely  pre- 
total,  and  it  is  the  net  amount  that  is  vented  from  attempting.  Perhaps  I  m\v 
set  down  in  the  account.  Now  I  come  to  say  at  once  on  the  question  of  remedy 
the  end  of  my  attack.  I  have  en-  that  I  do  not  myself  think  that  there  is 
deavoured  to  cut  it  short,  and  I  have  '  any  one  remedy  which  would  cure  the 
omitted  many  interesting  circumstances  I  defects  of  the  present  system  of  control 
otherwise  should  have  mentioned.  I  now  over  all  Departments.  Dapirtments 
appeal  to  my  right  hon.  friend  the  Secre-  should  be  taken  by  themselves  and  con- 
tary  of  the  Treasury,  who  was  once  a  sidered  on  a  businesslike  footing,  and 
candid  critic  of  the  Treasury,  and  who  in  then  consideration  should  be  given  to  the 
one  of  the  best  and  last  of  the  speeches  he  question  how  in  the  individual  Depart- 
made  while  he  was  still  a  Member  of  the  ;  raents  Treasury  control  may  be  modified, 
Commons  of  England,  and  before  he  so  as  to  give  to  the  heads  of  the  Departr 
became  a  placeman,  was  filled  with  sad- '  ments  the  liberty  required  to  carry  out 
ness  and  sorrow  at  the  misdoings  of  the  the  reforms  they  desire  for  Jhe  benefit  of 
Treasury,  which  he  complained  hampered  the  country.  We  all  know  that  the 
people  who  were  endeavouring  to  do  their  Departments  at  Somerset  House  are  very 
duty  in  the  public  interest.  I  beg  him  to  crammed  and  wanting  for  room.  There 
remember  that  this  is  not  my  indictment     was  a  corner  which  was  advertised    for 


It  is  the  indictment  of  his  own  self,  i 
have  done  nothing  more  than  elaborate 
imperfectly  and  inadequately,  no  doubt 
the  indictment  made  against  it  by  his  own 


sale.  Obviously  it  would  have  been  for 
the  advantage  of  the  country  that  that 
corner  should  have  been  acquired  for  the 
purpose  of  extending  the  accommodation, 


self.     I  have  heard  him  described  in  this  '  but  the  Commissioners  were   prevented 
House  as  an  old  poacher  turned  game- 1  from  carrying  out  what  was  contemplated 


keeper.  I  hope  that  on  this  occasion  he 
does  not  propose  to  take  off  his  velveteen 
and  turn  squire.  That  would  be  truly 
sad.  Is  he  going  to  say  that  "  all's  for 
the  best  in  this  best  of  all  possible  worlds," 


on  account  of  this  system  of  Treasury 
control. 

Attention  called  to  the  fact  that  forty 
Members    were    not  present  (Mr.  Hen- 


or  is  he  going  to  admit,  as  I  hope,  that  niker  Heaton,  Canterbury; ;  House 
even  the  Treasuryis  not  absolutely  perfect,  counted,  and  forty  Members  not  being 
that  even  a  Treasury  clerk  is  a  finite  being    present : — 

capable  of  being  improved,  and  that  the  "^^\  ?"{?".. '^^*^^"*'"f?^ 

m  i.        J*  J      J.  A  e  at  half  aft-r  Seven  of  toe 

Treasury  system  did  not  come  down  from  clock  until  To-morroir. 

heaven  absolutely  complete  and  perfect  ?  * 
4fr.  Gibson  Bowles. 
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CENTRAL  LONDON  RAILWAY. 

Report  [20th  March]  from  the  Select 
Committee  on  Standing  Orders  read. 

Bill  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Sir 
Reginald  Hanson  and  Mr.  Alban  Gibbs. 

RAILWAY,  &c.,  BILLS. 

Copy  ordered,  "  of  Report  by  the 
Board  of  Trade  upon  all  the  Railway,  ! 
Canal,  Tramway,  Harbour  and  Tidal 
Waters,  Gas,  Electricity,  and  Water 
Bills,  and  Provincial  Orders,  of  Session 
1900."— (3fr.  Ritchie.) 

Copy  presented  accordingly;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 
[No.  107.] 

PETITIONS. 


Vs 

o 


COMPANIES  BILL. 

Petition  from  Glasgow,  for  alteration  ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

ECCLESIASTICAL    ASSESSMENTS 
(SCOTLAND)  BILL. 

Petition  from  Annadale,  against ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

ECCLESIASTICAL    ASSESSMENTS 
(SCOTLAND)  BILL. 

Petition  from  Lanark,  in  favour ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

LICENSED  PREMISES  (HOURS  OF  SALE) 
(SCOTLAND)  BILL. 

Petition  from  Greenock,  in  favour ;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 

LOCAL     AUTHORITIES    OFFICERS' 
SUPERANNUATION    BILL. 

Petitions  in  favour,  from  Fording- 
bridge;  and  Esher;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

LOCAL      GOVERNMENT      (SCOTLAND) 
ACT   (1894)   AMENDMENT  BILL. 

Petition  from  Dunfermline,  in  favour ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

VOL.  LXXX.    [Fourth  Series.] 


LONDON  GOVERNMENT    ACT,   1899. 

Petition  from  St.  Mary,  Battersoa,  for 
alteration  of  Law  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

PARLIAMENTARY    FRANCHISK 
(EXTENSION    TO      WOMEN)     BILL. 

Petition  of  the  Personal  Rights 
Association,  in  favour;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

PRIVATE     BILL    LEGISLATION  (MUNL 
CIPAL  TRADING). 

Petition  of  the  London  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  for  inquiry  by  a  Select  Com- 
mittee ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

SALE  OF  INTOXICATING  LIQUORS  ON 
SUNDAY  BILL. 

Petitions  in  favour,  from  Wootton- 
under-Edge  ;  Charfield  ;  Kingswoxl ; 
Stockton  -  on  -  Tees ;  Sutton  -  in  -  Ashfield ; 
Mansfield ;  Pleasley  Hill ;  Bristol ;  and 
North  Lambeth  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

SALE  OF  INTOXICATING  LIQUORS  TO 
CHILDREN  BILL. 

Petitions  in  favour,  from  Manchester ; 
Bristol ;  Sudbury ;  Wirral ;  Hebden 
Bridge ;  Glasgow ;  London ;  and  Wal- 
thamstow  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

SALE  OF  INTOXICATING  LIQUORS  TO 
CHILDREN  (NO.  2)  BILL. 

Petitions  in  favour,  from  Clydebank ; 
Sheffield ;  and  Wycliffe ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

SOUTH  AFRICAN  WAR. 

Petition  from  Bristol,  for  cessation  of 
hostilities ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

SUNDAY  CLOSING  (MONMOUTHSHIRE) 

BILL. 

Petitions  in  favour,  from  Bedo ; 
Woodford ;  Gk)ole ;  Wenieth  ;  Birchfield  ; 
Bristol ;  Great  Ay  ton ;  Durham  ;  Halifax  ; 
Harrogate ;  Forest  Hill ;  and  Tudhoe 
Colliery  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


CONSOLIDATED  FUND  (No.  2)  BILL. 

Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

Mr.     J.     W.     LowTHER    (Cumberland, 
Penrith)  in  the  chair. 

Clause  1  : — 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Louth,  N.)  said 
he  desired  to  make  one  or  two  obser- 
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vations  w!t!i  regard  to  this  Bill  with  the 
object  of  eliciting  some  explanations  from 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman.  In  October  the 
House  voted  £13,000,000  for  the  war. 
It  was  now  asked  by  this  Bill,  which  was 
divided  into  two  sections,  to  vote  close 
on  £47,000,000,  making  a  total  of 
£60,000,000,  which,  according  to  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  was  calcu- 
lated to  meet  the  expenses  of  the  war  to 
September,  by  which  time  it  was  sup- 
posed the  war  would  be  over.  He 
thought  the  country  was  entitled  to  know, 
in  view  of  the  dissolution  rumours,  on 
what  basis  it  was  assumed  the  war  would 
have  terminated  by  September  1.  If  Lord 
Roberts  had  given  that  advice,  he  had  no 
more  to  say,  but  in  his  opinion  the 
war  would  last  another  year  and  a 
half,  and  would  cost  £150,000,000  at 
least.  About  £2,000,000  of  extra  tax- 
ation was  being  imposed  on  Ireland  owing 
to  the  war 

*The  chairman  :  I  do  not  think 
the  remarks  of  the  hon.  Gentleman  are 
relevant.  All  this  Bill  does  is  to  appro- 
priate certain  sums  to  the  services  for 
which  they  have  been  voted  in  the 
supplementary  and  ordinary  Estimates. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  pointed  out  that 
on  the  Second  Reading  the  House  was 
allowed  to  discuss  a  multiplicity  of  ques- 
tions, and  he  always  understood  in  a  Bill 
of  this  character  the  Committee  were 
entitled  to  discuss  the  entire  policy  of  the 
war.  There  was  just  one  other  matter. 
In  the  preamble  of  the  Bill  the  House  was 
made  to  declare  that  this  £47,000,000  was 
"cheerfully  granted  to  Her  Majesty." 
There  certainly  was  no  cheer  in  his  heart 
in  voting  £2,000,000  of  Irish  money  to 
kill  Dutch,  and  he  would  move  the 
omission  of  the  word  "  cheerfully." 


put  in  regard  to  the  preamble,  as  there  is 
no  preamble.     • 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  Then  may  I  ask, 
if  this  is  not  the  proper  time,  when  will 
be  the  proper  time  to  move  my  Amend- 
ment? 

*The  chairman  :  I  am  afraid  there 
is  no  proper  time.  It  has  been  ruled  bv 
my  predecessor  that  the  word  to  which 
the  hon.  Member  objects  forms  part  of 
the  enacting  form  of  words  that  have 
been  used  for  many  years,  and  that  then* 
is  no  means  of  amending  them. 

Mr.  flavin  (Kerry,  N.)  thought 
it  was  the  duty  of  the  Irish  Members  to 
make  one  more  protest.  On  the  second 
reading  of  the  Bill  the  House  was  allowed 
to  discuss  a  great  many  Items  of  interest- 
not  only  to  Great  Britain  but  to  Ireland. 
£13,000,000  had  already  been  granted, 
and  now  the  Committee  was  asked  to 
vote  a  further  £47,000,000.  The  Irish 
Members  had  protested  against  the  war 
throughout,  and  they  considered  it  most 
unfair  that  they  should  be  compelled  to 
pay  any  portion  of  the  cost  erf  a  war 
which  they  considered  to  be  unjust. 

*The  CHAIRMAN  :  Order  I  order  !  I 
must  remind  the  hon.  Member  that  the 
question  is  whether  the  amounts  which 
the  House  has  already  agreed  to  shall  be 
paid  out  of  the  Consolidated  Fund. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY:  We  shall  only 
take  one  division.  Sir,  and  we  will  t-ake  it 
on  the  second  clause. 

Clause  agreed  to. 

Clause  2. 

Question  proposed  :  "  That  Clause  2 
stand  part  of  the  Bill." 


♦The   chairman  :    I  must   tell  the        The   Committee  divided :    Ayes,    98 ; 
hon.  Member  that  no  separate  question  is    Noes,  10.     (Division  List  No.  75.) 


Allan,  Waiiam  (Gateshead) 

AllflDpp,  Hon.  George 

Anson,  Sir  William  Reynell 

Arrol,  Sir  William 

Asher,  Alexander 

Austin,  Sir  John  (Yorkshire) 

Uaird,  John  George  Alexander 

llalcarres,  Lord 

Baldwin,  Altred 

15eacli,Rt.  Hu.  SirM.  H.  (Bristol 

BUlaon,  Alfred 

Blundell,  Colonel  Henry 


AYES. 

Brigg,  John 
Broadhurst,  Henry 
Brodrick,  Rt.  Hon.  St.  John 
Caldwell,  James 
Carmichael,  Sir  T.  D.  Gibson- 
Cavendish,  V.  C.  W.  ( Derb'shire 
Chamberlain, J  Aa8ten(Worc'r 
Coghill,  Douglas  Harry 
Colville,  John 
Crombie,  John  William 
Davie8,M.  Vaughan-(Cardig'n ) 
Dilke,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Charles 


Dorington,  Sir  John  Edward 
Duckworth,  James 
Fardell,  Sir  T.  GeorKe 
Farqubarson,  Dr.  Robert 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Fitz  \Yygram,  General  Sir  F. 
Flannery,  Sir  Fortescuo 
Flower,  Ernest 
Galloway,  William  Johnson 
Garat,  William 
Ged^  Sydney 
Goldsworthy,  Major-General 
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(it):ilnn,  Hon.  John  Edward 
Oonlding,  Edward  Alfred 
(Tall,  Sir  Cameron 
Hanbory,  Rt.  Hon.  Rol)ert  W. 
Hannon,  Sir  Reginald 
Hare,  Thomas  Lei^h 
Hayne,  Rt.  Hon.  Ch.  Seale- 
Hedderwick,  Thos,  Chaw.  H. 
Homiman,  Frederick  John 
Hoaldsworth,  Sir  Wm.  Henry 
Jebb,  Richard  Claverhouee 
Jeffrejrs,  Arthur  Fretlerick 
Jenkins,  Sir  John  Jones 
Johnston,  William  (Belfast) 
Lafone,  Alfred 

Lawrence,  Wm.  F.  (Liverpool) 
Lawson,  John  Grant  (Yorks.) 
LeesCjSir JosephF.  ( Accrington 
Leng,  Sir  John 

Llewelyn,SirDillwyn(Swansea 
Lockwood,  Lt.-CoL  A.  R. 
Jjong,  Rt.  Hon.  W.  (Liverpool 
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M* Arthur,  Charles  (Liverpool) 
M'Kenna,  Reginald 
Mellor,Rt.Hon.J.  W.  (Yorks.) 
Middlemore,  Jn.  Throgmorton 
Morgan,  J.  Lloyd  (Carmarthen 
Morton,  ArthurH.  A.  (Deptford 
Mount,  William  George 
Mowbray.  Sir  Robert  Gray  C. 
Murray, Rt.  Hon.  A.  G.  (Bute) 
O^Neill,  Hon.  Robert  Torrens 
Orr-Ewing,  Charles  Lindsay 
Perks.  Robert  William 
Phillpott**,  Captain  Arthur 
Pilkington,  R.  (LancsNewton) 
Piikington,SirG.  A.  (LancsSW ) 
Piatt- Higgins,  Frederick 
Purvis,  Robert 
Renshaw,  Charles  Bine 
Rentoul,  James  Alexander 
Richardson,  J.  (Durham,S.E.) 
Ritchie,  Rt.  Hon.  Charles  T. 
Robinson,  Brooke 
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Rollit,  Sir  Albert  Kaye 
RnHsell,T,  W.  (Tyrone) 
Samuel,  Harry  S.  (Limehouse) 
Sidebotbam,  J.  W.  (Cheshire) 
Smith,  Abel  H.(Christchurch) 
Stone,  Sir  Benjamin 
Strachey,  Edward 
Sturt,  lion.  Humphry  Napier 
Thomas,  David  A.  (Slerthyr) 
Ure,  Alexander 
U«borne,  Thomas 
Warr,  Augustus  Frederick 
Webster,  Sir  Richard  E. 
Weir,  James  (iallowav 
Welby,L.  -Col.  A.  C.  E.  (Taunt'n 
Wharton,  Rt.  Hon. JohnLloyd 
Wilson,  John  (Durham,  Mid) 
WoW,  Gustev  Wilhelm 

Tellers  for  the  Ayes— Mr. 
Fisher  and  Mr.  Fellowes. 


Austin,  M.  (Limerick,  W.) 
Daly,  James 
Do(^an,  P.  C. 
Gibney,  James 
Elarrington,  Timothy 


NOES. 

Healy, Timothy  M.  (N.Loutii) 
Lawson,  Sir  W.  (Cumb'land) 
Macaleese,  Daniel 
O'Malley.  William 
Sullivan,  Donal  (Westmeath) 


Tellers  for  the  NoBd— 
Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell  and  Mr. 
Flavin. 


Question  proposed :  **  That  Clause  3 
stand  part  of  the  Bill." 

Mr.  weir  (Ross  and  Cromarty)  ex- 
pressed surprise  that  no  explanation 
had  been  given  by  the  Financial  Secre- 
tary to  the  Treasury  to  the  question  of 
the  interest  which  appeared  in  the  Bill, 
and  why  the  hon.  Gentleman  had  con- 
tinued to  insert  5  per  cent,  when  the 
War  Loan  only  bore  2f  per  cent.  He 
proposed  to  omit  the  figure  5  and  insert  4. 

The  financial  SECRETARY  to 
THE  TREASURY  (Mr.  Hanbury,  Pres- 
ton)  said  he  had  fully  considered  the  point 
which  had  been  raised  by  the  hon.  Gren- 
tleman,  and  had  come  to  the  conclusion 
there  was  nothing  in  it.  The  hon.  Gen- 
tleman was  wrong  both  in  his  theory  and 
his  facts,  for  assuming  that  the  money 
could  be  borrowed  at  2f  per  cent.,  it  was 
as  absurd  to  insert  4  per  cent,  as  5  per 
cent,  in  the  Bill. 

Clause  agreed  to. 

Remaining  clauses  agreed  to. 

Bill  reported,  without  Amendment ;  to 
be  read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 


MERCHANT  SHIPPING   (LIABILITY  OF 
SHIPOWNERS)  BILL. 

[Second  Reading.] 
Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 

♦Mr.  CHARLES  McARTHUR  (Liver- 
pool, Exchange) :  The  object  of  this  Bill  is 
to  limit  the  liability  of  shipowners  in 
two  particulars  not  provided  for  by  the 
present  Merchant  Shipping  Act.  The 
House  is  no  doubt  aware  that  by  the  Act 
of  1894  the  liability  of  shipowners  in 
respect  of  damage  to  property  at  sea,, 
inflicted  by  their  vessels,  is  limited  to  Xft 
per  ton ;  but  the  Merchant  Shipping 
Act  and  the  law  in  general  is  quite 
silent  as  to  the  liability  of  ship- 
owners  for  damage  on  land,  fixed 
piers,  docks,  canals,  wharves,  or  landing 
stages.  This  omission  is  somewhat  re- 
markable because  in  the  French  code  there 
is  a  provision  limiting  the  liability  of  ship- 
owners in  this  respect.  It  is  believed  that 
the  liability  in  Germany  is  the  same,  and 
there  is  a  Bill  now  before  the  Belgian 
Parliament  to  limit  the  liability  of  snip- 
owners  in  this  respect.  The  reason  for 
the  omission  is  the  less  clear  if  we  consider 
that  the  object  of  attaching  a  limitation  to 
the  liabilities  of  shipowners  is  because 
the  shipping  trade  is  one  which  is  liable 
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to  peculiar  and  extraordinary  dangers, 
coupled  with  the  fact  that,  as  a  general 
rule,  the  shipowner  has  no  control  over 
the  circumstances  which  result  in  acci- 
dent. If  shipowners  were  to  be  made 
liable  for  any  loss  that  mi^ht  be  occa- 
sioned by  their  servants,  the  shipping 
trade  wouhl  be  overwhelmed  with  such 
responsibihties  that  capital  would  be 
prevented  from  flowing  into  the  shipping 
industry,  and  shipowners  might  be 
involved  in  ruin.  On  that  account 
shipowners  have  by  law  been  permitted 
to  limit  their  liability  for  damage  at  sea, 
and  there  is  no  reason  why  that  general 
principle  should  not  be  extended  to 
damage  to  fixed  objects.  Supposing  when 
a  ship  is  going  into  dock  damage  is  done, 
it  is  quite  immaterial  to  the  shipowner 
whether  that  damage  is  done  to  another 
vessel  or  to  a  pier,  and  if  we  look  at  it 
from  the  point  of  view  of  the  injured  per- 
son it  is  equally  difficult  to  see  the  reason 
for  the  distinction.  I  am  quite  aware  that 
the  dockowners  have  contended  that  they 
are  entitled  to  preferential  claims,  but 
seeing  that  they  are  paid  by  the  ship- 
owners by  means  of  dues,  I  do  not  see  that 
their  position  is  preferential  as  against 
shipowners  or  cargo-owners.  I  can  only 
assume  that  the  omission  which  we  now 
seek  to  rectify  was  due  to  the  fact  that 
when  the  Act  was  passed  ships  were  not 
so  numerous,  and  that  accidents,  when 
they  occurred,  were  not  so  dangerous  as 
they  are  now ;  but  owing  to  the  increase 
of  shipping,  and  the  increased  costliness  of 
dock  and  harl>our  Avorks,  such  accidents, 
when  they  do  occur,  are  more  serious ;  and 
they  are  more  frequent.  I  think  I  shall  per- 
haps make  the  necessity  for  the  Bill  more 
clear  to  the  House  if  I  mention  a  few  of  the 
accidents  that  have  occurred.  The  first  is 
the  case  of  a  steamer  called  the  "  Harold," 
which  in  1899  was  going  down  the  Man- 
chester Ship  Canal,  and  when  she 
approachetl  the  Latchford  Lock  her 
engines  were  ordered  to  be  reversed, 
preparatory  to  entering  the  lock ;  but 
through  some  neglect  in  her  engine- 
room  the  orders  were  not  obeyed,  and 
the  vessel  continued  under  full  steam 
and  came  into  violent  contact  with  the 
gates,  which  were  burst  open ;  the  ship 
entered  the  lock,  and  the  engineer  reversed 
the  engines  just  in  time  to  prevent  the 
same  thing  happening  to  the  lower  gates. 
If  that  had  occurred  the  water  in  the 
higher  reach  of  the  canal  would  have 
flooded  the  lower  reach,  and  the  damage 

Mr.  Chn>les  Mr  Arthur. 


done  would  have  been  enormous.  The 
amount  of  damages  actually  paid  by  the 
shipowner  for  this  accident  was  ,£13,000, 
while  the  statutory  limitation  in  respect 
of  damage  to  shipping  was  £5,i56.  On 
another  occasion,  a  steamer,  which  had 
entered  Barton  Locks,  was  set  in 
motion  by  mistake  and  burst  the 
lower  gates,  falling  down  fifteen  feet 
into  the  lower  waters  and  damaging 
herself  very  much.  Here  again  the  con- 
sequences would  have  been  very  serious 
had  not  the  officials  shut  the  upper  gates 
of  the  lock,  and  prevented  the  water 
rushing  down  into  the  lower  reaches. 
In  a  third  case  a  ship  named  the 
"Blanche  Rock"  lying  outside  the  Morpeth 
Dock,  Birkenhead,  had  to  be  moved 
up  a  little  closer  to  the  gates,  but 
was  moved  too  far  ahead,  burst  them 
open,  and  all  the  watei  in  the  dock 
flowed  into  the  river,  sweeping  a  number 
of  flats  into  the  river,  damaging  several 
steamers,  destroying  a  pontoon  and  a 
shed,  and  causing,  I  regret  to  say,  some 
loss  of  life.  And  one  point  I  should  like 
to  call  attention  to  nere  is  that  this 
clause  of  the  Bill  does  not  in  any 
way  reduce  the  shipowner's  liability  in 
respect  of  any  loss  of  life,  but  only  in 
respect  of  damage  to  property.  In  the 
last  case  the  damage  done,  taking  the 
basis  of  .£8  a  ton  on  the  tonnage  of  that 
vessel,  would  have  amounted  to  ,£3,768, 
but  the  dock  company  alone  claimed 
£6,000,  and  an  enormous*  amount  of 
liability  attached  to  the  shipowner.  In 
consequence  of  the  accident  to  the 
"  Harold  "  s.s.,  representations  were  made 
by  shipowners  to  the  Manchester  Canal 
Company  as  to  the  difficulties  and 
liability  incurred  in  navigating  that 
water,  and  the  consequence  was  that 
the  Manchester  Ship  Canal  Company, 
seeing  the  point,  introduced  a  (uause 
in  one  of  their  Bills  limiting  the 
liability  of  owners,  so  far  as  the 
canal  was  concerned,  to  £8  per  ton, 
and  that  is  practically  the  clause  which 
we  attempt  to  make  general  to  aU  docks 
and  property  on  land  by  this  BilL  With 
regard  to  the  attitude  of  the  dock  autbon- 
ties,  who  ask  that  if  the  liability  of  ship- 
owners is  limited  they  (the  dockowners) 
should  be  allowed  to  limit  their  own 
liabilities  in  respect  of  damage  done  to 
ships,  we  recognise  that  the  contention  is  a 
reasonable  one,  and,  therefore,  shipowners 
not  only  assent  to  that  contention,  but  they 
are  willing  to  assist  in  every  way  the  action 
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of  the  dock  authorities  to  have  a  clause  to 
that  effect  inserted  in  the  Bill  in  Com- 
mittee. \Vc  are  willing  to  accede  to  the  dock 
authorities  a  corresponding  limitation  of 
liability  to  that  which  we  claim  for  the 
shipowners,  but  the  dock  authorities  are 
not  agreed  among  themselves  as  to  the 
precise  form  the  clause  should  take, 
ani  the  details  must  be  considered 
by  the  Committee.  That  being  so,  and 
there  being  absolute  unanimity  of  opinion 
on  this  BOl  among  those  interested, 
I  hope  the  House  will  pass  this  first 
clause,  which  is  just  in  itself  and  will  be 
fair  in  its  operation.  The  second  clause 
is  more  complicated,  and  its  object  is  to 
put  the  liability  of  the  British  and  foreign 
shipowners  on  a  reciprocal  footing  with  re- 
gaixi  to  collisions  at  sea.  The  laws  of  other 
countries  agree  with  the  law  of  Great 
Britain  in  so  far  that  they  agree  that  the 
shipowner  is  liable  for  the  acts  of  his 
servants,  and  that  his  liability  shall  be 
limited;  but  the  law  of  all  foreign  countries 
is  that  the  shipowner  who  becomes  liable 
for  damage  by  the  act  of  his  servants  may 
discharge  himself  from  all  liability  by 
abandoning  his  ship,  or  what  remains  of 
her,  and  her  freight.  The  continental 
jurists  recognise  the  principle  that  a 
shipowner  shall  be  liable  to  the  extent  of 
the  value  which  he  exposes  to  risk  his 
fortune  de  mer^  and  no  further.  It  is 
an  old  custom,  that  has  been  in  existence 
since  the  fourteenth  century,  and  for 
300  years  has  formed  part  of  the 
jurisnrudence  of  all  foreign  countries; 
and  I  think  I  am  justified  in  saying  that 
this  is  the  law  of  all  countries  except 
Great  Britain.  In  my  opinion  there  is 
a  sound  reason  underlying  this,  because  a 
shipowner  having  no  real  control  over  the 
acts  of  those  in  charge  of  his  vessel,  is 
not  morally  responsible  for  loss  or  injury 
caused  by  their  negligence.  Nevertheless 
it  is  desirable  that  the  sufferer  should  not 
be  without  a  remedy ;  and  these  two  re- 
quirements are  satisfied  by  the  rule  of  law 
that  the  owner  shall  not  be  liable 
to  a  greater  extent  than  the  value 
of  that  which  he  has  exposed  to  risk. 
The  fundamental  difference  between 
the  law  of  Great  Britain  and  that  of 
foreign  countries  is  that  while  in  this 
country  the  shipowner  is  made  personally 
liable  to  the  extent  of  £8  per  ton,  foreign 
shipowners  can  get  rid  of  their  liability  by 
abandoning  their  vessel  and  her  freight. 
Every  country  in  the  world  except  Great 
Britain  accords  to  the  shipowner  this  right 


of  abandoning  his  vessel  and  her  freight. 
According  to  the  conmion  law  of  England) 
the  shipowners*  liability  is  unlimited ; 
but  in  1862  the  Legislature  of  this  country 
enacted  that  in  regard  to  property  the 
owner  was  to  be  liable  to  the  extent 
of  £8  per  registered  ton  of  his 
vessel,  and  in  regard  to  life  to  £15 
per  ton.  Now  let  us  consider  the 
effect  of  this  difference  in  the  law  1  If  a 
British  ship  and  a  foreign  ship  were  in 
collision  on  the  high  seas  and  both  sank, 
if  the  wrongdoer  were  British,  the 
foreigner  could  come  to  a  British  court 
and  recover  £8  per  ton  from  the  British 
owner,  but  if  the  foreigner  were  in  fault 
and  the  British  owner  went  to  the  foreign 
court  he  could  recover  nothing.  An 
actual  case  of  this  kind  has  occurred,  viz., 
that  of  the  "Indra"  s.s.  (British),  and- 
the  "  Desterre "  s.s.  (German),  which 
came  into  collision.  Both  vessels  were  to^ 
blame,  and  the  foreign  owner  obtained 
£30, 852  damages  in  a  British  court.  If  the 
German  steamer  had  been  at  fault  and 
our  shipowner  had  pursued  him  in  a 
German  court,  the  German  owner  would 
have  escaped  altogether  by  simply 
abandoning  his  ship.  He  would  have 
said,  "  You  can  have  my  ship ;  she  is  at 
the  bottom  of  the  sea,  and  you  can  go 
and  take  her."  If  a  collision  occurs  be- 
tween a  British  and  a  foreign  vessel, 
neither  being  sunk,  and  the  vessel 
in  fault  is  of  lower  value  than  £8 
per  ton,  then  if  the  British  owner  is  in 
fault  the  foreign  owner  can  recover  his 
£8  per  ton  in  a  British  court,  whereas  if 
the  foreigner  is  in  fault  the  British  owner 
in  a  foreign  court  can  only  recover  per- 
haps £4  or  £5  per  ton,  according  to 
the  value  of  the  vessel.  Even  in  regard 
to  actions  in  British  courts  against 
foreigners  we  are  not  able  to  enforce  the 
£8  per  ton  if  the  value  of  the  foreign 
vessel  were  below  that  figure,  for  then  toe 
foreign  owner  would  not  give  bail.  The 
foreigner  has  thus  the  option  of  limiting 
his  liability  to  £8  per  ton,  or  of  abandon- 
ing his  vessel  and  freight,  whichever  may 
be  to  his  advantage.  The  French  law 
does  not  even  permit  British  owners  to 
abandon  their  ships  in  the  French  courts, 
and  holds  that  outside  the  three- 
mile  limit  the  law  is  the  law  of  the  flag, 
and  therefore  they  say,  **  She  is  a  British 
ship,  and  cannot  be  abandoned,  and  we 
hold  you  liable  to  the  extent  of  £8  per 
ton."  I  think  I  have  shown  the  way  in 
which  the  difference  between  British  and 
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foreign  law  is  applied  against  Great  Britain 
in  every  way,  and  the  result  is  that  our 
ships  are  worse  off  and  pay  a  great  deal 
more  to  foreign  countries  than  they  would 
do     if    they  had    reciprocal    treatment. 
That  is  a  state  of  things  that  ought  to  be 
put  an  end  to.      It  is  reciprocity  that  we 
ask  for.      But  I  put  the  case  on  higher 
ground,    that   there  is  great  need  of  a 
uniform  international  law  in  such  matters. 
The  open  sea  is  no  man's  land,  it  is  a 
public  highway  where  the  vessels  of  all 
nations  meet  on  terms  of  equality,  subject 
to  a  common  law  of  the  sea;    but  this 
common  law    is    not   universal,    and    I 
propose  to  pass  the  second  clause  of  this 
l^ill  not  only  as  an  act  of  justice  to  the 
shipping  trade,   but  'as  a   step  towards 
international      uniformity.       A     lucent 
conference  held  in  London,  convened  by 
the     International     Law     Society     and 
the    Comity    Maritime    International   of 
Antwerp,    and     consisting    of     eminent 
jurists,  legislators,   and   mercantile  men 
from     Great    Britain,     the     Continent, 
and    the    United    States,    after  a  long 
discussion,     arrived    at    an     agreement 
which    is     substantially     expressed     in 
the  second  clause  of  this    Bill.      There 
was  a  time  when  the  policy  of  this  coimtry 
was  to  foster  the  shipping  trade,  or,  at  least, 
to  leave   the   shipowners   untrammelled, 
and  then  came  a  period  of  restrictive 
legislation,  when  burdens  and  liabilities 
were   laid  on   British   shipowners    from 
which  foreign  owners  are  entirely  free. 
Since  then  there  has  been  a  slight  reaction, 
due  in  no  slight  degree  to  the  present 
President    of    the      Board     of    Trade, 
who     has     resisted    further     restrictive 
measures,      and     done     something     to 
alleviate      in      a     slight     degree     the 
burdens    devolving     upon     shipowners. 
I  think  we  ought  to  acknowledge  our  in- 
debtedness to  him  and  the  sympathetic 
attitude  he  has  always  displayed  regard- 
ing   the    shipping     trade.        But    what 
have    foreign    countries    been     doing  1 
They      have     been      encouraging     the 
shipping  trade  in  every  possible  way  by 
bounties  on  navigation  or  bounties  on  the 
construction    of    ships,    and    we    know 
that  there  is  before  the  American  Con- 
G^ress  at  the  present  time  a  measure  propos- 
ing to  grant  large  bounties  to  American 
shipping  and  American  shipowners,  and 
in    that   way    efforts    have    been   made 
to    increase    their    merchant    shipping; 
because,     after    all,     they     know     that 
merchant      shipping    .  is      one      great 

Mr.  Charles  Mc Arthur. 


source  of  wealth  and  prosperity 
If  the  shipping  trade  is  discouraged 
in  this  country  and  encouraged 
by  foreign  countries  the  natural  result 
must  be  that  we  must  decrease  and  they 
must  increase,  and  the  maritime  supremacy 
so  long  enjoyed  by  this  country  must 
pass  away  from  it.  That  is  the  opinion 
of  many  who  are  well  able  to  judge  as  to 
the  position  at  the  present  time.  There 
are  signs  of  that  already  appearing.  One 
sign  is  the  displacement  of  British 
by  foreign  seamen  to  a  great  and 
increasing  extent;  and  another  is 
the  transfer  of  British  shipping 
to  foreign  flags,  which  is  increasing 
every  year.  Well,  it  is  as  far  as 
possible  to  prevent  this  that  I  appeal 
to  the  House  to  grant  the  Second 
Reading  of  this  Bill.  I  know 
that  to  a  large  extent  we  must  expect 
opposition  to  the  second  clause.  I  hope 
that  if  the  Government  cannot  see  their 
way  to  assent  to  the  second  clause  they 
will  take  the  matter  into  serious  con- 
sideration and  grant  a  Committee  to  in- 
quire into  ihis  matter.  I  put  the  case 
now  to  the  House  as  a  whole.  I  think 
we  ought  to  have  the  Bill  as  a  whole.  I 
trust  the  Government  will  give  us  their 
support  to  pass  the  Second  Reading  of 
the  Bill,  and  I  put  it  before  the  House  as 
an  act  of  justice  to  shipowners  and  an 
instalment  of  international  uniformity. 
I  beg  to  move  the  Second  Reading 
of  the  Bill. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed 
"  That  the  Bill  be  read  a  second  time."— 
(Mr.  Charles  MacArthur.) 

*SiR  ALBERT  ROLLIT  (Islington,  S.): 
There  is  a  very  strong  case  indeed  for 
the  Bill,  and  it  has  been  admirably 
presented  by  my  hon.  friend  who  has 
just  addressed  the  House.  So  far  as  the 
first  portion  of  the  Bill  is  concerned — 
the  part  as  to  the  limitation  of  liability 
for  damage  to  fixed  objects — it  is  really 
a  corollary  of  existing  statutes,  which 
are  as  old  as  George  II.  and  George  IQ. 
— the  foundations  of  shipping  limitations 
— and  so  recent  as  the  Merchant  Shipping 
Acts  of  1854  and  1894,  which  confirmea 
and  renewed  that  limitation.  I  think  it 
is  to  be  assumed  that,  inasmuch  as  the 
limitation  does  not  rest  on  the  common 
law  or  even  upon  maritime  usage,  but 
upon  the  express  words  of  statutes  its 
enactment  is  founded  upon  deliberation 
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and  indicates  the  decided  sense  of  this 
House  that  this  limitation  is  based  upon 
A  proper  principle.       We  have  also  the 
fact  tnat  the  limitation  is  supported  by 
the  provisions  of  the  great  majority  of 
the    codes    of    foreign  nations.     It  was 
included,    I     believe,     in     the    French 
•code,  but    long   before    that   it   existed 
in  French  ordinances  which  were  passed 
for     the     purpose     of     increasing     the 
maritime  trade  of  France.     It  existed  in 
A  maritime  nation  like  Holland  at  an  early 
period,  and    is    found  in  ordinances  of 
Kotterdam,  Hamburg,  and    other    great 
maritime    porta.       I  think    it    may    be 
said,  therefore,  that  the  common  sense  of 
maritime  nations  has  generally  felt  that 
this  provision    is    essential   to  the    full 
development  of  that  important    branch 
of  national  industry,  the  shipping  trade, 
so    that    the    limitation   has    an    inter- 
national   sanction.       I    would    suggest 
to    the    House    that     the    great    basis 
of  that  provision  is  probably  that  there 
must  practically  be  a  proportion  between 
the  return  expected  in  commerce  and  the 
risk  which  is  undergone,  and  if  the  dispro- 
portion is  so  great  as  to  hazard  a  man's 
whole  fortune  in  consequence  of  the  acts 
of  those  over  whom  he  has  no  immediate 
<X)ntro],  then  you  place  by  a  law  of  that 
<le8cription  a  limitation  upon  shipping  and 
•commercial  enterprise,  which  other  nations 
and  our  own  have  felt  to  be  almost  pro- 
hibitive.    The  principles  upon  which  the 
law  of  limitation  is  based  have  been  put 
before  the  House,  and  I  think  they  only 
require  consideration  to  recommend  them. 
The  perils  of  the  sea  and  the  difficulties 
of  navigation   are    exceptional,  and  are 
probably  the  first  ground    upon   which 
limitation  has    been    enacted.       It   has 
also  been  provided  for  the  encouragement 
of  maritime  enterprise,  and  I  think  when 
the  statute  of  George  II.  was  originally 
passed  it  was   on  that  express  ground 
amon^  others,  and  upon  petitions   pre- 
sented by  the  shipowners  and  merchants 
of  the  city  of  Ix>ndon  expressing  their 
alarm  for  their  business  if  a  case  which 
•established  unlimited   liability  were  up- 
held by  the  legislature.     Those  grounds 
are  fully  set  forth  in  the  preamble  of  that 
statute.      But  after  all,  one  of  the  chief 
grounds  of  this  exemption   from    com- 
j^te  liability  seems  to  me  to  be  a  neces- 
sary condition  under  which  the  shipping 
industry    is    earned    on — that    of    the 
owner    heiag    himself    at     a     distance 
and   absolutely  dependent   in   a  difficult 


and  dangerous  calling  upon  those  whom 
he    employs,    and   over   whom    he    has 
no      continuing      control.      That      this 
principle  underlies    the    legislation  that 
has    taken     place    is     shown    by     one 
case    in   which    the   shipowner    is  still, 
notwithstanding      the      statute,      held 
to  be  liable,  namely,  if  he  happens  to 
combine  in    himself  the  position    both 
of    owner      and      master,      and     when 
he   is    on     the     spot    taking    part    in 
the  navigation    of  the   ship,    in    which 
case  he  is  not  able  to  avail  himself  of  the 
limitation.     The  calling  is  so  exceptional, 
and  the  dependency  so  extreme  in  difficult 
circumstances  on  the  part  of  the  owner, 
that  he  ought  to  be  specially  protected.    1 
can  imagine  its  being  said  that  such  a 
provision  may  tend  to  negligence  on  the 
part     either    of    the    owner      or    the 
master    or    crew.      I    think    the    great 
fact — and  surely  this  is  an  appreciation 
of    the    encouragement    given    to  mari- 
time   enterprise  —  that    the    mercantile 
marine  of  this  country  has  transported  so 
vast  an  army  to  South  Africa  without  the 
loss  of  a  single  life,  is,  at  any  rate,  an 
indication  that  there  has  been  no  growth 
of  negligence  on  the  part  of  shipowners, 
and  no  deterioration  in  the  character  of 
our  seamen  in  consequence  of  such  legis- 
lation.      The    statistics      which    show 
that    casualties  in  which  there    is  loss 
of    life    are    decreasing    point     to    the 
same  conclusion.     The  particular  amend- 
ment of  the  law  proposed  by  this  Bill  is 
in  relation    to  fixed    objects,    and    the 
principles  apply  equally,  for  these  works 
are  very  Costly  and  equally  within  the 
dangers    and    difficulties  of  navigation, 
even  in  canals  in  which  we  have  instances 
of    injuries.      It    cannot   be    said    that 
this    is       adding     to      the    principles 
on  which  the  Merchant    Shipping    Act 
is  based  by  including  objects  on  land. 
I  venture  to  suggest  tnat  there  is  a  pro- 
vision already  in  relation  to  objects  on 
land,  the  principle  of  which  is  the  same, 
and  the  growth  and  origin  of  which  has 
been  the  same — I  mean  the  Carriers  Act. 
The  Carriers    Act  protects    a  common 
carrier  in  the  case  of  the  loss  of  or  injury 
to  valuable  articles.     He  is  equally  depen- 
dent upon  those  whom  he  employs,  and 
difficulties  of  land  transit  exist,  though 
not   so  much  as   in   the  days  of  high- 
waymen, so  the  law   limits  his  liability 
to  a  very  moderate  amount  as  compared 
with    the    value   of    the  articles   which 
from    time   to    time    are    entrusted    to 


1375 


Mar  Jut  ni 


{COMMONS} 


Shipping  BUI, 


137S 


his  custody  for   carriage.      Originally   a 
common  carrier  was  an  insurer  ;  but  it  has 
been  felt   that  it  would  be  a  very  unjust 
state  of  afffiirs  if  the  risk  was  so  wholly 
disproportionate    to    the    return    to    be 
expected   and   the  remuneration    to    be 
gained  from  the  calling.     It  is  a  singular 
fact  that  the  first  statute  of  George  II., 
limiting  the  liability  of  *  shipowners,  was 
passed  on  exactly  the  same  principles  as 
the  limitation  in  the  case  of  the  Carriers 
Act.       In    other    words,    to    meet    the 
carriage  of  valuible   articles — the   parti- 
cular case  being  the  carriage  of  bullion  to 
Portutjal — for  to  the  astonishment  of  the 
shipping  community  of   London    it   was 
held  that  the  shipowner  was  liable  to  the 
full  amount  of  the  article  carried.     The 
statute  of  George   11.   therefore  limited 
liability  at  first  to  cases  of  robbery  and 
fire,  just  as  in  the  case  of  the  land  carrier, 
and   that   was  folloT/ed    by   the  Act  of 
George  III.,  and  the  more  recent  Acts 
of  1854  and  1894,  placing  limitation   of 
liability  on  a  firm  and  broad  basis.  I  think, 
under  these  circumstances,  there  is  an  irre- 
sistible case  for  the  present  Bill.     As  I 
have  said,  it  is  a  consequence  of  the  prin- 
ciples on  which  legislation  was  originally 
initiated,   and   I   tfust    the   reasons   ad- 
vanced by  my  hon.  fiiend  will  commend 
themselves  to  the  House,  so  that  an  act 
of    justice   to    the    shipowners   M'ill    be 
done    by    the    passing  of   the    Bill.      I 
have  only  one  word   to    say  about   the 
second   part.      I   think   my  hon.  friend 
said  very  wisely  that  he  left  the  altera- 
tion of  the  law  as  to  the  right  of  abandon- 
ment  very   much   in  the  hands   of   the 
Government,  and  I  shall  be  interested  to 
know  what  course  they  will  follow.     In 
these  days  of  great  international  trade  it 
has  become  most  desirable  that  we  should 
have  a  wide  assimilation  of  the  law  of 
nations.      Certainly    in    this    particular 
case  it  seems  to  me  that  the  principle  of 
abandonment  has  been  amply  justified  by 
my  hon.  friend.     The  great  reason  why 
shipowners  claim   this  clause  is  that  in 
many   cases    they    aio    in    an    unequal 
position  as   compared   with   foreign  and 
competing  owners.     I  will  not  argue  the 
cas3  so  fully  of  our  own  ports,  though 
even      here     there     are     great      com- 
parative    disadvantages,    but    take    the 
case  of  foreign  ports,  where  a  foreign  ship- 
owner thinks  proper  to  bring  his  remedy. 
He  may  choose  that  law,  foreign  or  English, 
which   will   suit  his  purpose  best   with- 
out any  regard  whatever  to  justice  toward 

Sir  Albert  Bollif. 


English  shipowners.     If  he  thinks  it  well 

to    take    his    own  foreign  principle  of 

abandonment  as  the  basis  of  his  law,  he 

does  so  if  it  pays  him  better.     If,  on  the 

other  hand,    he   finds    the   English  law 

of  limitation  by   amount  works  out  more 

advantageously   he   says,    *^\Ve  will  try 

you  by  your  own  law."    He  thus  gains  an 

unequal  advantage.     On  the  other  hand, 

the    English   shipowners  are   practically 

unable  to  adopt  the  same  course,  and  thus 

you  have  a  breach  of  that  equality  which 

is  equity.     This  clatlse  asks  that  equity 

shall  be  done  to  the  British  shipowner, 

and  it  asks  it  with  the  assent  of  foreign 

nations.      The  proposal  is  to  place   our 

people  on  an  equality  with  fcyeign  nations, 

in    both    our    courts     and     theirs,    not 

against    their    will,    but   as  interpreted 

by  the  international  conference,  with  their 

full  will  and   assent,  accepting    as  they 

do     the     right     of     abandonment     as 

a     principle     of    modem     international 

law.     The  object  of  this  Bill  is  simply  to 

assimilate  our  law  to  the  foreign  law,  and 

to  place  foreign  shipowners  and   British 

shipowners  on   an    equal  basis.     I  hope 

that,  after  what   has  been   said  by  my 

hon.  friend,  those  who  take  an  adverse 

view  of  the  measure,  such  as  dock  and 

harbour  authorities,  will  be  conciliated,^ 

for  they  may  be  assured  that  there  is  no 

disposition  whatever  to  do  otherwise  than 

fully   recognise   reciprocal   rights.      But 

that  cannot  be  done  at  this  stage  of  the 

Bill.     If  one's  contention  in  favour  of  the 

assimilation   of  the  foreign  law    to  the 

British  law  is  correct,  the  Bill  must,  of 

course,  go  into  Committee  on  that  point, 

apart  altogether    from   the  question  of 

limitation.     I    hope     when     that    time 

comes      the      general      indications     of 

agreement     which     have     been     shown 

to-day    and    which     are     seriously  and 

genuinely  felt  by  the  shipowning  interest, 

will   be  put  into  words.     The  privilege 

which  we  seek  is  one  which  we  are  equally 

prepared  to  extend  to  those  owners  of 

property  who  ma,y  be  affected  by  the 

passage   of  this  Bill.     There  are  other 

points  of  absence  of  limitation  of  liability 

where  it  ought  to  exist ;  there  are  many 

anomalies,  one  of  which  is  that  simply  on 

the  technical  ground  that  the  Crown  can 

do  no  wrong,  or  on  the  equally  technical 

ground  that  no  statute  binds  the  Crown 

unless  the  Crown  is  expressly  mentioned 

therein,  a  mercantile  shipowner  might  be 

made  liable  for  the  whwe  value  of  one 

of  Her  Majesty's  ships  in  the  event  of 
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its  being  injured  by  collision  with  a 
meix;hantman.  But  that  is  not  a  point  I 
am  going  to  raise  now.  I  shall  certainly 
do  nothing,  by  introducing  other  ele- 
ments, to  jeopardise  an  act  of  justice 
to  shipowners.  If  the  time  should  arrive 
in  Committee  for  speaking  of  these  other 
matters,  well  and  good ;  but  for  the 
present  I  heartily  support  the  proposal 
made  by  my  hon.  friend,  and,  in  justice 
to  the  shipping  industry,  I  hope  it  will 
be  carried. 

Sir  WILLIAM  HOULDSWORTH 
(Manchester,  N.W.) :  As  my  objection  to 
this  Bill  is  confined  to  the  point  raised  by 
my  hon.  friend  who  has  just  spoken,  it 
might  appear  that  I  should  be  satisfied 
with  the  assurances  which  have  been 
^ven  by  the  mover  of  the  Second  Read- 
ing of  the  Bill.  But  I  am  not  quite  sure 
that  I  can  be  so  satisfied— not  that  I 
doubt  the  sincerity  of  my  hon.  friend,  or 
of  those  who  are  acting  with  him,  but 
because  I  am  not  certain  whether  the 
forms  of  the  House  will  allow  the  clause 
which  he  has  promised  to  be  inserted  in 
Committee.  If  that  question  is  satis- 
factorily cleared  up  I  should  be  quite 
willing  to  withdraw  my  opposition  to 
the  Bill;  but  in  the  circumstances  it 
appears  to  me  and  to  those  for  whom  I 
am  acting  that  I  have  no  alternative  but 
to  oppose  the  Second  Reading.  Although 
it  has  been  said  that  the  principle  of  re- 
ciprocity is  fully  admitted,  and  that  those 
who  are  supporting  the  Bill  are  willing 
to  insert  such  a  provision,  the  fact 
remains  that  it  is  not  at  present  in  the 
Bill ;  and  as  long  as  it  is  not  in  the  Bill, 
or  until  we  are  satisfied  that  it  will 
ultimately  be  in,  we  must  continue  our 
opposition.  I  need  not  lalwur  the  argu- 
ment in  favour  of  this  clause  for  which  I 
contend,  but  at  present  the  Bill  is  one- 
sided. It  may  be  a  question— but  it  is 
one  into  which  I  shall  not  enter—whether 
it  is  right  for  Parliament  to  extend  the 
limitation  of  liability  which  at  present 
exists.  I  quite  admit  that  there  is  a 
prima  fade  case  in  the  legislation  which 
has  already  taken  place  on  the  subject, 
and  as  there  is  a  limit  at  present  existing 
it  may  be  right  to  extend  it.  But 
certainly  if  it  is  extended  there  should  be 
this  reciprocity  between  the  two  parties 
who  are  concerned  when  damage  occurs. 
At  present  there  is  substantial  reciprocity, 
because  although  an  owner  may,  when  he 
is  in  the  right,  receive  only  a  portion  of 


the  damage,  yet  when  ho  is  in  the  wron^ 
he  would  have  to  pay  only  a  portion  of 
the  damage.  In  the  measure  proposed 
there  would  be  no  reciprocity.  The  ship- 
owner would  receive  from  the  dock  or 
harbour  authority  his  damage  in  full,  but 
in  the  event  of  the  fault  \ylt\g  with  his 
ship  the  dockowner  might  receive  only  a 
proportion  of  the  damages.  That  is 
manifestly  unfair,  and  it  is  out  of  harmony 
with  the  law  as  it  at  present  stands.  But  I 
need  not  press  this  point,  as  those  who  are 
supporting  the  Bill  see  the  justice  of  our 
case,  and  are  willing  to  grant  it.  At  the 
same  time,  some  action  is  required  on  the 
part  of  this  House  before  the  suggested 
clause  can  be  inserted  in  Committee,  and 
that  is  the  reason  why  my  hon.  friend 
opposite,  whose  name  is  on  the  back  of 
the  Bill,  has  an  Instruction  on  the  Paper, 
to  provide  for  that  being  done.  It  would 
certainly  bo  verv  bad  legislation,  and 
cause  a  great  deal  of  injustice  and  irrita- 
tion, if  the  reciprocal  clause  did  not  appear 
in  the  measure.  It  is  because  I  am 
in  the  difficulty  of  not  feeling  safe  in 
withdrawing  my  opposition  that  I 
have  no  alternative  but  to  proceed  with 
the  Amendment  of  which  I  have  given 
notice,  and  which  I  now  beg  to  move. 
Mr.  PLATT-HIGGINS  (Salford,  N.> 
formalljK  seconded  the  Amendment. 

Amendment  proposed-  - 

•*  To  leave  out  all  the  words  after  the  word 
*  Tliat,'  in  order  to  add  the  words  •  this  House 
does  not  consider  it  would  be  etjuitable  to  pass 
a  Bill  extending  the  limitation  of  the  liability 
of  the  owners  of  ship?  to  claims  for  loss  or 
damage  to  property  on  land  ^  ithout  a  recipro- 
cal limitation  of  liability  in  favour  of  the 
ownerH  of  such  property  for  loss  or  damage 
ciused  to  ship*?.* " — (Sir  William  Hoiddsyoorth.  > 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
Question." 

Sir  J.  LENG  (Dundee):  When  I 
agreed  to  my  name  being  placed  on  the 
.back  of  this  Bill  there  was  no  anticipation 
of  any  difference  of  opinion  arising 
between  shipowners  and  dockowners. 
The  dockowners  had,  in  fact,  come  to 
an  agreement  with  the  shipowners,  and  it 
was  6nly  when  it  was  found  that  the  Bill 
did  not  contain  the  clause  which  it  is 
desired  to  have  inserted  that  the  dock- 
owners  and  the  harbour  authorities  felt 
it  necessary  to  take  steps  to  protect  their 
own  interests.  All  that  is  required  is 
that  reciprocity  should  be  given  to  the 
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harbour  authorities  and  the  dockowuers. 
I  think  it  would  clear  the  atmosphere  to 
a  certain  extent  if  I  asked  you,  Sir,  as  a 
point  of  order,  whether  I  shall  be  at 
liberty  to  move  the  Instruction  which 
stands  in  my  name.**^ 

*Mr.  SPEAKER:  I  do  not  know 
whether  it  will  facilitate  the  progress  of 
this  Bill,  but  I  may  say  that  I  think  the 
Instruction  is  unnecessary,  and  on  that 
.ground  it  is  out  of  order.  I  think  its 
object  might  be  obtained  by  an  Amend- 
ment The  Bill  proposes  for  the  firat  time 
to  limit  the  liability  of  ships  for  damage 
to  piers  and  harbours.  I  think  an 
Amendment  might  be  moved  saying  that 
the  House  considers  that  that  limitation 
:should  be  given  only  on  condition  of  a 
reciprocal  limitation. 

Mr.  PROVAND  (Glasgow,  Black- 
friars)  :  I  rise  to  support  the  Amendment. 
I  understand  from  the  correspondence 
which  has  sent  to  me  that  promises  were 
made  before  the  Bill  was  introduced  that 
A  clause  to  this  effect  should  be  included 
in  the  Bill,  but  when  the  Bill  comes  before 
the  House  there  is  no  such  clause  to  l>e 
found.  It  is  therefore  necessary  to  take 
<5are  that  reciprocal  temis  should  be  in- 
cluded either  in  this  Bill  or  in  some 
future  measure,  and  I  am  supporting  the 
Amendment  in  order  to  bring  about  that  I 
result.  This  Bill  has  for  its  object  the 
freeing  of  shipowners  from  some  of  the 
liability  which  at  present  rests  upon  them 
in  regard  to  collisions  at  sea  or  in  harbt)ur. 
But  the  proposal  requires  extension  in 
«ome  way,  because  there  are  other  per- 
sons liable  who  are  entitled,  I  think,  to 
be  included  within  the  scope  of  any  such 
measure.  I  refer  to  naval  officers.  At 
present,  if  a  man-of-war  damages  a  mer- 
chant ship,  it  is  true,  as  the  hon.  Member 
for  South  Islington  said,  the  merchant 
vessel  has  no  claim  against  the  man-of-war, 
but  the  owners  have  a  claim  against  the 
captain  of  the  man-of-war,  and  may  sue 
him  for  the  whole  amount  of  the  damages. 
About  four  years  ago  a  man-of-war 
damaged  the  ship  "  Syren,"  so  that  she 
foundered.  In  the  inquiry  the  captain  of 
the  man-of-war  was  held  to  be  in  the 
wrong,  and  had  to  pay  on  the  usual  scale 

•  The  Instruction  ntanding  on  the  Pa|)er  in 
the  name  of  Sir  John  Leng  was  a»  follows  :— 
**  Tliat  it  lie  an  Instniction  to  the  Conimittoe 
that,  they  have  power  to  provide  a  limit 
to  the  liability  of  harbour  and  conservancy 
authorities." 

Sir  J.  Leng. 


of  X8  a  ton.      The  Admiralty  are    not 
bound   to   pay   anything,    but   I    under- 
stand that    they    always  pay  according 
to    scale,    and    that     they    are    always 
willing    to    receive    payment    according 
to  scale.     But  the  officer  in  command  of 
a  man-of-war  is  personally  liable,  and   I 
certainly  think   an  officer  should  be  held 
free  from  responsibility  in  such  a  case. 
If  he  is  to  blame  he  will  be  dealt  with  by 
the  Admiralty  according  to  the  rules  of 
the  ser^^ce,  and  such  claims  should  not  be 
allowed  to  hang  over  him.     In  the  case 
of    the    "Syren"    the    chiim    was     for 
£vS6,000,  and  the  amount  offered  by  the 
Admiralty  according  to   scale  was  little 
more  than  £4,000,  but  the  captain  of  the 
man  of-war   was,  and   I   suppose  is  still, 
liable   to  an   action  on  the  part  of  the 
owners  of  the  "  Syren  "  for  the  balance  of 
about  £82,000.     I  hope  the  supporters  of 
this  Bill  will  not  object  to  the  exemption 
of  naval  officers  from  all  liabilities,  in  view 
of   the  way  in  which  the  Admiralty  deal 
with  such  cases,  and  I  hope  the  Grovem- 
ment  will   see  that  such  a  provision  is 
inserted  in  the  Bill  in  Committee.    There 
is  another  point  to  which  I  wish  to  direct 
attention,  and  that  is  with  regard  to  the 
division   of   the   payments.     At  present 
the  whole  of  the  compensation  received  is 
piiid   to   the   owner  of   the  ship.      The 
master  and  crew  receive  nothing,  although 
they  may  have  lost  their  all.     In  the  case 
to  which  I  have   referred  the   crew  lost 
everything,  but   the   Admiralty   handed 
over  a  sum  sufficient  to  make  good  the 
loss  of  their  effects.     That  was  the  first 
time   the   Admiralty   had   done   such  a 
thing,  and  I  hope  it  is  a  precedent  which 
will  always  be  followed.     In  the  case  of 
a  merchant  vessel  the  crow  would  receive 
nothing  whatever.      I  think,    therefore, 
that  provision  should  be  made  for  a  more 
equitable  distribution  of  the  compensation 
received.     First  of  all,  sufficient  should 
be  taken  to  reimburse  the  crew  for  the 
loss  of  their    effects ;    secondly,    the  pas 
sengers   should   be  recouped ;    and  then 
the    cargo    of     the     ship    should    come 
in.      That,    I     think,    is     only    reason- 
able and  fair.     It  has   been   stated   that 
the   captain    of    a   vessel    is  liable    for 
the    whole    amount    if     he    is    in    any 
respect  also  part-owner.     He  has  no  pro- 
tection under  the  Act  of  1894.     If   the 
captain  is  still  to  be  held  liable — I  think 
he  ought  not  to  be  —the  officei-s  and  crew 
should  not  l>e  so  held.     I  hope  the  sup- 
porters of  the  Bill   will  permit  Amend- 
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ments  in  the  directionn  I  have  indicated 
to  be  made  in  Committee,  as  it  is  only 
right  and  proper  that  the  Bill  should  be 
80  amended. 

SirFORTESCUE  FLANNERY  (York- 
shire, Shipley) :  As  the  House  hstened 
with  so  much  attention  to  the  clear  and 
lucid  statement  of  the  mover  of  this 
Bill,  it  must  have  felt  that  there  was  a 
strong  case  in  favour  of  the  measure. 
Whether  that  case  is  strong  enough  to 
succeed  on  both  the  counts  into  which  the 
Bill  may  be  said  to  be  divided,  the  House 
will  be  better  able  to  judge  after  it  has 
heard  arguments  in  support  of  the  Amend- 
ment of  the  hon.  Baronet  the  Member  for 
North-west  Manchester,  and  a  statement  by 
the  hon.  Gentleman  the  Attorney  General 
with  regard  to  the  international  questions 
involved.  As  regards  the  first  part  of 
this  Bill,  dealing  with  the  question  of 
limiting  the  liability  of  shipowners  for 
damage  which  their  ships  may  do  to  fixed 
objects  upon  land,  1  confess  that  I  have 
not  heard  from  the  hon.  Rironet  or 
anybody  who  appears  to  support 
him  a  single  argument  worthy  of 
consideration.  Let  us  examine  for  a 
moment  vdiat  is  the  reason  the  liability 
of  shipowners  is  limited  as  it  has  been 
limited  for  a  century  and  a  half  by 
statutes  of  this  House.  The  reason  is 
that  the  ordinary  law  of  master  and  ser- 
vant is  inapplicable,  because  the  funda 
mental  principle  of  that  law  does  not 
apply  in  the  case  of  shipowner  and  ship- 
master. When  you  accept  the  ordinary 
principle  of  justice  that  the  employer  is 
liable  for  the  wrong-doing  of  his  servant, 
and  must  make  gocd  the  consequences  of 
that  wrong-doing  to  anyone  who  suffers 
thereby,  you  set  up  that  principle  because 
the  servant  is  under  the  oi-ders  and  con- 
trol of  his  master,  and  therefore  the 
master  must  be  responsible  for  that  which 
the  servant  does.  But  in  the  case  of  a 
shipowner,  the  ship  may  be  several 
thousands  of  miles  away ;  the  person 
having  control  of  the  ship  is  technically 
known  as  the  shipmaster,  and  he  is  only 
nominally  and  in  no  degree  substantially 
in  the  service  of  the  shipowner  so  far  as 
control  over  his  acts  is  concerned.  What 
is  the  position,  in  relation  to  this  rudi- 
mentary principle,  of  a  dock  owner,  a 
clock  master,  and  the  official  in  charge  of 
a  wharf  ?  Does  the  hon.  Baronet  say  for 
a  moment  that  any  dock  oii'ner  or  person 
representing  a   dock  trust  cannot  daily 


and  hourly  supervise  the  acts  of  the 
wharf  master  or  dock  master  or  harbour 
master?  The  two  cases  are  funda- 
mentally different,  and  to  my  mind  there 
is  not  a  single  reason  which  is  likely  to 
justify  the  dock  owners  in  saying,  that 
because  the  shipowners  come  here  asking 
for  a  proper  and  reasonable  extension 
of  the  existing  law,  they  must 
have  a  similar  extension.  The  dock- 
owner  can,  if  he  chooses,  introduce  a 
Bill  of  his  own,  but  it  seems  to  me  to  be 
a  dog-in-the-manger  policy  on  his  part  to 
say  that  unless  he  is  allowed  to  ride  off 
on  the  shipowners'  horse  he  will  do  his 
best  to  cause  that  horse  to  stumble — in 
other  words,  to  prevent  this  Bill  being 
passed  by  the  House.  One  word  with 
regard  to  placing  the  British  shipowner 
on  an  equality  with  the  foreign  shipowner. 
What  the  Bill  asks  is  equal  rights  among 
shipowners,  British  and  foreign.  [The 
Attorney  General  was  understood  to 
dissent.]  My  right  hon  friend  the 
Attorney  General  says  it  does  not.  But 
having  read  the  Bill,  it  does  seem  to  me 
that  there  is  a  substantial  difference 
between  the  application  of  the  law  as  it 
now  stands  to  British  shipowners  and  its 
application  to  foreign  shipowners.  If  a 
British  shipowner  had  the  right  to 
surrender  the  wreck  after  a  collision  to  a 
foreign  shipowner,  he  would  be  on  the 
same  plane  as  the  foreign  shipowner 
whose  ship  is  in  this  country,  perhaps, 
arrested.  But  no  doubt  we  shall  hear  a 
clear  statement  upon  this  important  inter- 
national question  by  the  Attorney  Greneral. 
My  object  in  alluding  to  the  matter  was 
to  refer  to  a  point  which  has  not  yet  been 
mentioned,  namely,  the  substantial  differ- 
ence in  value  that  obtains  between  British 
and  foreign  ships.  Every  year  old  and 
obsolete  tonnage  of  the  British  mercantile 
fleet  is  being  sold  to  foreigners.  When  a 
vessel  is  too  old  and  antiquated  to  be 
worked  at  a  profit  by  the  British  ship- 
owner, her  natural  fate  is  to  be 
sold  to  a  foreign  shipowner,  who, 
by  reason  of  being  able  to  load 
his  ship  deeper  than  the  British 
shipowner  in  running  between  foreign 
ports,  is  able  to  make  the  ship  pajr. 
That  has  the  effect  of  reducing  still 
further  the  value  in  England  oi  such 
vessels  before  they  are  sold  to  foreign 
buyers.  It  is  perfectly  true  that  a  small 
and  comparatively  valueless  vessel  is 
capable  of  inflicting  fatal  damage  on  the 
finest    mail-steamer    under    the    British 
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flag.  There  was  an  instance  not  many 
months  ago  when  an  important  steamer 
carrying  a  large  number  of  passengers 
was  run  into  by  an  old  sailing  vessel 
amidship,  broadside  on,  and  sunk  in  a 
very  few  minutes.  When  one  remembers 
that  a  fatal  accident  may  take  place  to 
the  la?:gest  British  mail-steamer  by  col- 
lision with  even  a  valueless  Norwegian 
brig,  one  sees  how  important  it  is  to 
make  as  equal  as  possible  the  relation  of 
British  and  foreign  shipowners  in  regard 
to  their  liability.  It  is  because  I  have 
the  greatest  respect  for  what  may  fall  from 
my  hon.  friend  later  on,  and  because 
I  believe  the  Bill  will  render  substantial 
justice  to  shipowners  in  relation  to  their 
liability  for  damage  to  fixed  objects  on 
land,  and  in  giving  them  a  nearer  approach 
to  equal  treatment  with  foreign  ship- 
owners, that  I  shall  support  the  Second 
Reading. 

Mr.  HARRINGTON  (Dublin  Har- 
bour)  :  I  was  very  glad  to  hear  that  those 
who  are  opposing  this  Bill  are  prepared 
to  accept  a  compromise.  But  if  the  speech 
we  have  just  heard  is  an  indication  of  the 
manner  in  which  the  Bill  will  be  pro- 
moted in  Committee  I  am  sorry  to  say 
that  so  far  as  we  are  concerned  the 
reasonable  attitude  we  proposed  to  take 
up  cannot  possibly  be  persevered  in. 

Sir  FORTESCUE  FLANNERY  :  I 
spoke  for  myself  only. 

Mr.  HARRINGTON:  It  seems  to 
me  to  be  absolutely  unreasonable  on  the 
part  of  owners  of  merchant  shipping  to 
seek  to  limit  their  own  liability  by  a 
certain  standard,  and  then  when  they 
come  into  collision  with,  or  are  injured 
by,  the  property  of  other  persons,  to  fall 
back  on  the  limitations  of  the  law  re- 
gulating the  relations  of  servant  and 
master,  and  to  say  that  although  they  do 
not  apply  to  ships  at  sea,  they  must  be  held 
to  apply  to  harbour  or  dock  authorities. 
So  far  as  I  gather,  those  who  are  opposing 
the  Bill  are  opposing  it  nominally  with 
a  view  to  obtaining  this  reciprocal  treat- 
ment for  dock  and  harbour  authorities, 
and  if  they  are  prepared  to  accept  the 
assurance  given  by  the  promoter  of  the 
Bill  I  see  no  reason  whatsoever,  after 
your  ruling,  why  the  measure  should  not 
have  a  quick  passage  through  this  House 
to-day.  According  to  your  ruling  this 
reciprocal   clause  can  very  easily  be  in- 

Sir  Fortesme  Flawnenj. 


serted,  by  which  the  harbour  authorities 
will  be  given  the  same  advantage  as  the 
shipping  authorities  are  seeking  for 
themselves.  So  far  as  the  question  of 
collision  at  sea  is  concerned,  I  take  it 
that  the  merchants  of  the  United  King- 
dom are  interested  in  both  sides.  They 
are  the  men  whose  vessels  sometimes 
inflict  the  injury,  and  they  have  limita- 
tion of  liability  there  ;  but  they  are  also 
running  the  risk  of  being  the  sufferers  by 
that  limitation  in  certain  cases. 
Undoubtedly,  so  far  as  the  shipping 
of  this  country  is  concerned,  it 
is  absolutely  unfair  and  unreason- 
able that  the  merchants  should  be 
placed  in  a  disadvantageous  » position 
as  compared  with  merchants  of  other 
countries  if  a  collision  occurs.  I  think 
the  provision  offered  by  the  promoters  of 
the  Bill  is  a  very  reasonable  one,  and,  for 
my  part,  opposing  the  Bill  only  because  it 
did  not  give  the  reciprocal  advantages 
which  are  sought,  I  should  be  very  gJad 
to  see  the  Bill  go  into  Committee  and  to 
give  it  my  support  ^vith  a  view  to  that 
result.  I  think  the  mover  of  the  Amend- 
ment should  be  satisfied  with  the  assur- 
ance of  the  promoters  and  with  the  ruling 
that  such  an  Amendment  is  nol  only  in 
order,  but  can  very  easily  with  the  con- 
sent of  the  supporters  of  the  Bill  be  in- 
serted in  Committee.  I  would  therefore 
appeal  to  the  hon.  Baronet  not  to  hinder 
the  progress  of  the  measure,  because  I 
think  the  sense  of  the  House  will  l)e  in 
favour  of  the  granting  of  these  reciprocal 
advantages. 

♦Mr.  WARR  (Liverpool,  East  Toxteth)  : 
Perhaps  I  may  be  permitted  to  say  that 
when  my  hon.  friend  introduced  this  Bill, 
and  presented  it  to  the  authorities  of  the 
House,  it  did  contain  a  clause  giving  the 
harbour  authorities  the  reciprocal  advan- 
tages for  which  they  ask.  It  was  only 
because  it  was  considered  that  the  title  of 
the  Bill  was  technically  too  limited  that 
the  clause  did  not  appear  in  the  Bill  as 
circulated.  HaWng  regard  to  your  niling 
that  this  clause  can  be  introduced  in  Com- 
mittee, all  I  have  to  say  is  that  so  far  as 
the  promoters  of  the  Bill  are  concerned, 
they  do  not  associate  themselves  with  the 
criticisms  of  my  hon.  friend  the  Member 
for  the  Shipley  Division  of  Yorkshire. 
They  think  it  fair  and  reasonable  that 
the  reciprocal  advantage  which  is 
•sought  by  the  harbour  authorities  should 
be    secured,    and    for  that  reason  they 
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prepared    to     do     everything 
their      power     for     the      purpose      of 
obtaining    the   insertion   of    the    clause. 
I    trust     that     that      assurance     will 
be  satisfactory  to  the  hon.  Baronet  the 
Member  for  North-west  Manchester.     I 
thought  it  right  on  this  subject  to  ask 
the  judgment  of  another  set  of  people 
interested  in  the  matter,  and  I  am  able 
to  say  that  so  far  as  it  concerns  the  Liver- 
pool   Underwriters'    Association,     while 
they  are  not  so  much  enamoured  of  the 
provision  in  favour  of  the  harbour  autho- 
rities as  they  are  of  the  first  clause,  they 
will  not  take  any  steps  to  prevent  the 
Bill    containing  such    a    provision  from 
passing    into    law.        With     regard    to 
the  second  clause,  I  should  like  to  say, 
speaking  with  some  experience  in    the 
matter,  that  it  must  be  admitted  that  when 
a  foreign  and  an  English  ship  meet  in  an 
English  court  of  law  the  English  ship- 
owner  is  at  a  very  great  disadvantage. 
Take  a  case  in  which  both   vessels  are 
sunk.     The  foreigner  can   come  to  the 
English    court,    and,    if  he  succeeds  in 
establishing  the  liability  of  the  English 
shipowner,  he  can  recover  up  to  £8  per 
ton,  because  the  shipowner  is  under  a 
personal  liability.     On   the  other  hand, 
if  the  foreign  shipowner  should  be  found 
to  blame,  there  will  be  a  judgment  which 
may   be  of  no  advantage  at  all  to  the 
English  shipowner.     Or  supposing  it  is  a 
case  not  of  total  loss  but  of  damage.     In 
the  one  event  the  foreign  shipowner  will 
obtain  damages  in  full,  while  in  the  other 
the   English  shipowner  will  get  a  judg- 
ment from  which  practically  he  can  reap 
no  advantage  whatever.     There  is  a  pro- 
vision in  the  Act  of  1861  which  was  in- 
tended to  guard  against  this  injustice. 
The  court  is  enabled  to  stay  an  action  if 
the  defendant  ship   has   been  arrested, 
until  security  is  given  for  any  amount 
that  may  be  awamed.     Unfortunately  it 
is  extremely  ea3y  to  evade  that  provision. 
In  such  a  case,  I  believe,  it  is  the  con- 
stant practice  not  to  bring  an  action  in 
tl\e  name  of  the  foreign  shipowner,  but 
to  select  the  name  of  the  foreign  ship's 
cargo  owners,  and  I  imderstand  that  in 
Scotland  it  is  possible  to  associate  with 
the  name  of  the  plaintiff  the  name  of  a 
person   within  the    jurisdiction    of    the 
court  who  will  undertake  responsibility, 
and  so  the  provision  of  the  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment is  avoided.     The  provision  in  the 
Act  of  1861  has  no  application  unless  the 
defendant's  ship  is  placed  under  arrest, 


and  the  foreign  plaintiff  is  wise  enough 
not  to  proceed  to  arrest  when  the  conse- 
quence of  that  step  may  be   to  involve 
him  in  the  obligation  to  give  security  for 
the  counterclaim.     These  are  difficulties 
which  present  themselves  in  proceeding 
in  an  English  court,  and  we  have  already 
heard   what  an  extraordinary   injustice 
presents  itself  when  proceedings  are  taken 
in    some  of    the    foreign    courts.      The 
French  court  actually,  in  the  case  of  a 
collision  on  the  high  seas,  applies  the  law 
of  the  flag  to  an  English  ship,  and  the  law 
of    France    to    its  own  shipowners,   so 
enabling  the    French  ship  to  avoid  all 
liability  on  the  abandonment  of  the  ship 
and    to  secure    judgment    against    the 
English  ship  to  the  full  extent  of  £8  per 
ton.     The  clause  before  us  endeavours  to 
deal  with  this  extremely  difficult  matter. 
I  do  not    feel   sure  that  it  solves  the 
difficulty.     It  is  a  difficulty  which  can  be 
solved  by  the  assimilation  of  the  law  of 
England  and  of  foreign  countries,  but  my 
hon.    friend    has  told    us   that    at    the 
meeting  at  which  this  matter  was  dis- 
cussed by  foreign  jurists  there  were  no 
indications  of  foreign  countries  being  at 
all  inclined  to  accept  the  English  liability, 
while,  on  the  other  hand,  I  do  not  think 
there  is  the  slightest  chance  of  proposing 
with  any  success  to  the  English  Legis- 
lature that  shipowners'  liability  should 
be    limited    upon    the    foreign    basis. 
My  hon.  friend  has  said  that  this  Bill  is 
an  endeavour  to  carry  out  a  compromise 
arrived  at  at  the  meeting  of  the  Inter- 
national Maritime  Committee  to  which  he 
referred,  and  he  read  to  the  House  the 
resolution.     It  states  that  "the  confer- 
ence recommends  for  universal  legislative 
adoption"  the  rule   which  it  mentions. 
This  Bill  will  not  bring  about  the  "  uni- 
versal legislative  adoption  "  of  that  rule. 
We  cannot    legislate    here    for    foreign 
countries.     I  must  further  observe  with 
regard  to  that  resolution  that  when  it 
came    to    the     vote    of    the     English 
representation    it     was    passed     by     a 
majority  of  ten  to  four,  but  it  is  very 
I  remarkable  that  amongst  the  four  was  the 
I  president  upon  that  occasion,  Mr.  Justice 
Fhillimore,  who  is  most  thoroughly  ac- 
quainted with  this  matter  in  all  its  bear- 
ings.    What  may    have    influenced    his 
view  on  this  particular  question  I  cannot 
say,   because  it  does  not  appear  in  the 
proceedings.     There  are  several  difficul- 
ties in  connection  with  the  matter,  one  of 
which  is  with  reference  to  the  cargo  on  the 
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English  ship.  Is  the  cargo  on  board  the 
English  ship  to  have  one  principle  of 
limited  liability  applied  to  it,  while 
another  principle  of  limited  liability  is 
applied  to  the  cargo  on  board  the  foreign 
ship  ?  I  do  not  regret  that  the  clause 
has  been  included  in  the  Bill  as  has 
]>ceu  presented  to  the  House,  because  it 
has  enabled  my  hon.  friend  and  those 
who  have  followed  him  to  put  before  the 
House  in  the  most  able  manner  the 
difficulties  under  which  English  ship- 
owners labour  when  they  are  involved 
in  litigation  with  foreign  shipowners, 
and  the  disadvantages  which  they 
suffer  in  consequence.  I  hope  my 
hon.  friend  will  not  regard  this  clause 
as  of  vital  importance.  It  seems  to 
me  that  it  is  totally  distinct  from  the 
first  clause  in  the  Bill.  I  trust  the 
Government  will  give  their  support  to,  at 
all  events,  the  first  clause,  and  that  they 
will  give  their  consideration  to  the  ques- 
tions raised  by  the  second,  even  if  they 
do  not  feel  themselves  at  liberty  to 
sanction  its  passage  intd  law. 

Mr.  HAVELOCK  WILSON  (Middles- 
brough) :  I  rise  to  oppose  this  Bill  in 
the  interests  of  seamen  and  working  men. 
I  am  not  sure  as  to  whether  the  pro- 
moters of  the  Bill  are  prepared  to  make 
it  more  clear  whether  the  first  clause 
applies  to  the  loss  of  life  and  limb.  If 
not  I  shall  oppose  the  Bill,  and  do  all  I 
can  to  prevent  it  being  passed  into  law. 
I  am  surprised  that  the  shipowners  should 
come  to  the  House  of  Commons  and  ask 
it  to  pass  a  law  to  limit  their  liability  to 
the  extent  of  £15  per  ton  in  the  event 
of  loss  of  life,  and  to  £8  per  ton  in  the 
case  of  property.  I  am  confident  that  if 
Members  of  the  House  of  Commons 
understood  how  this  Bill  will  afiect  the 
interests  of  a  large  number  of  people  they 
would  reject  it  by  a  very  great  majority. 
As  far  as  the  law  applies  at  the  present 
time,  if  any  damage  is  done  at 
sea  outside  ports  and  harbours,  the 
shipowner  is  protected  by  this  limita- 
tion of  liability.  We  have  had  an  instance 
of  how  far  this  affects  the  interests  of  the 
public,  in  the  case  of  the  loss  of  the 
steamer  "Stella,"  which,  as  will  be 
remembered,  was  a  passenger  vessel 
trading  between  Southampton  and  one  of 
the  French  ports  which,  through  an  error 
on  the  part  of  the  captain,  was  run 
ashore,  a  large  number  of  lives  being  lost. 
The  relatives  of    many  of    the    people 
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drowned  sued  the  London  and  Sooth 
Western  Railway  Company  for  compen- 
sation, they  being  the  owners  of  the 
vessel.'  The  Court  awarded  the  plaintiffs 
something  like  £150,000  in  the  aggre- 
gate, but  under  this  limitation  of  liability,, 
the  owners  of  the  vessel  have  been  able 
to  escape  with  a  payment  of  something 
like  £20,000,  so  that,  in  many  cases, 
where  widows  were  awarded  £1,200  or 
£1,300  compensation  for  the  loss  of  a 
husband,  they  have  been  only  able  to 
obtain  from  £50  to  £100.  Now,  as  I 
understand  this  Bill,  shipowners  want  to 
apply  the  same  principle  to  docks,  pK)rts, 
and  harbours,  so  that  if  any  damage  is 
done  to  life  and  property  in  such  places, 
their  liability  will  be  limited. 

♦Mr.  CHARLES  McARTHUR :  Clause 
1  has  no  reference  whatever  to  loss  of 
life  or  personal  injury.  It  is  concerned 
entirely  with  property. 

Mr.  HAVELOCK  WILSON :  I  thank 
the  hon.  Member  for  that.  I  can  assure 
him,  if  he  is  prepared  to  make  it  more 
plain  in  the  clause  that  the  limitation  is 
not  to  apply  to  the  loss  of  life  and  limb, 
my  opposition  will  immediately  cease, 
because  it  is  a  matter  of  indifference  to 
me  how  ship-owners  and  dock-owners 
may  settle  their  differences  as  to  who  is 
to  pay  for  damage  done.  Wha;  1  am 
concerned  about  is  the  interests  of  work- 
ing men,  not  only  of  seamen,  but  of 
working  men  employed  in  and  about 
docks.  I  can  very  well  imagine  the  case 
of  a  dock  under  construction  and  a  vessel 
running  into  one  of  the  dams  and  causing 
it  to  be  flooded  while  a  number  of  men 
are  working  in  it.  I  do  not  think  that 
in  such  a  case  the  shipowner's  liability 
should  be  limited  so  that  the  relatives  of 
the  drowned  men  would  be  unable  to 
obtain  a  fair  amount  of  compensation.  All 
I  ask  the  hon.  Member  is,  to  undertake 
to  make  the  clause  more  clear  on 
this  point.  At  present  it  is  not  clear, 
for  it  provides  that  the  limitation  of  lia- 
bility of  the  owners  of  any  ship  set  up  by 
Section  603  of  the  Merchant  Shipping 
Act,  1894,  in  respect  of  loss  or  damage 
to  vessels,  goods,  merchandises,  "  or  other 
things,"  shall  extend  and  ap^y  to  all 
oases  where,  without  their  aetual  fault, 
any  loss  or  damase  is  caused  to  property, 
whether  on  land  or  water,  or  whether 
fixed  or  movable.  If  the  hon.  Member 
will  give  me  a  promise  that  in  Committee 
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a  clause  will  be  accepted  to  make  it  clear 
that  the  Bill  is  not  to  apply  to  the  loss  of 
life  or  limb,  then  the  opposition  to  the 
measure,  so  far  as  I  am  concerned,  is 
dropped,  as  I  do  not  concern  myself  at 
all  as  to  how  the  dock  companies  arrange 
their  business  with  the  shipowners. 

♦Mr.  CHARLES  McARTHUR:  If 
there  is  any  doubt  about  the  matter, 
which  I  do  not  think  there  is,  I  am  quite 
prepared  to  agree  to  the  addition  of 
words  making  it  clear  that  this  clause  has 
no  reference  to  loss  of  life  or  personal 
injury. 

Mr.  HAVELOCK  WILSON :  On  that 
understanding,  I  do  not  think  I  need 
further  detain  the  House. 

Mr.    URE   (Linlithgow):     There    are 
three  conditions  attached  to  the  business 
particularly  affected   by   this  Bill  which 
do   not  apply  to  other  trades.     In   the 
first  place  the  premises  are  not  under  the 
owner^s    personal    supervision ;     in    the 
second  place  he  has  not  a  free  hand  in 
regard  to  the  control  of  the  vessel  or  the 
engagement  of  the  employees,  because  the 
State   has  stepped   in   and    placed     him 
under  certain  limitations,  and,  in  the  third 
place,  any  lack  of  skill  or  care  on  the  part 
of  those  employed  by  him  may  entail  an 
enormous  amount  of  responsibility.     The 
Legislature  for  these  reasons  has  thought 
right  to  limit  the  responsibility,  although 
that  limitation  of  liability  does  not  apply 
to  cases  in  which   the  shipowner  is  per- 
sonally at  fault.     The  case  of  the  dock- 
owners  is   totally  different  from  that  of 
the  shipowners,  and  I  confess   I   cannot 
8ee  what  right  they  have  to  ask  for  what 
they  call  reciprocity.     I  think  that  their 
claim  is  indefensible,  although  I  luider- 
stand  that  the  shipowners  are  willing  to 
introduce     such   a  clause     as    is    asked 
for.     They  will  not  benefit   by  a  recipro- 
city clause  or  suff'er  by  the  want  of  it. 
The  dockowner  wants  his  claim  limited 
to  the  extent  of  £H  per  ton  on  the  ton- 
nage of  the  largest  ship  that  enters  his 
dock.     This   is   not  a  limitation   at  all, 
because  X8  per  ton  is  beyond  any  claim 
of  damage  that  any  shipowner  has  ])een 
asked  to  pay  since  docks  were  first  com- 
menced.     I  am   surprised  that    in    the 
course  of  this  debate  those  who  represent 
the  dockowners  have  not  attempted  to 
give  us  any  information  which  wnll  enable 
us  to  judge  the  extent  of  the  claims  they 


anticipate.     I  have  examined  the  records 
of  the  Scotch  Courts  for  the  purpose  of 
ascertaining  the  facts,  so  that  we  may 
remove  this  discussion  from  the  region  of 
speculation.     During  the  last  quarter  of 
a  century  in  Scotland  only   six    claims 
have    been      litigated     between     dock- 
owners     and     the      owners     of      ships. 
In  one  case  when  a  ship  of  moderate  size 
was  injured  by  coming  in  contact  with  a 
private  pier  the  owner  was  awarded  £750, 
which  was  far  within  the  limit  of  £8  per 
ton  on  the  tonnage  of  the  ship.  But  the  most 
serious  case   we   have  had    investigated 
was  one  in  which  a  large  sailing  ship 
entered  a  harbour,  grounded   upon  some 
banks,  settled  down  and  broke  her  back. 
The  North  British  Railway  Company  were 
sued  by  the  owners  of  the  ship  for  com- 
pensation   and    were    awarded     jB5,000. 
I  The  tonnage  of  the  vessel    was    1718,. 
I  so  that  the  statutory  limit  of  compensation 
'  imposed  on  the  dock-owners  by  this  Bill 
would  have  been  XI  3,700.     In  1892  ait 
accident  occiured  to  a  vessel  in  Kircud- 
bright    Harbour    and    only    £300    was 
awarded,  although  the  dock-owners  wouki 
have  been  responsible  for  £l,i00  under 
this  Bill.     It  will  thus  be  seen  that  acci- 
dents which   occur  in  docks    by    which 
piers  or  wharves  are  damaged  or  ships^ 
injured     do     not     involve     veiy     large 
claims,    and    the   dangers    whicn    dock- 
owners      fear     are      really     imaginar}*. 
I   entirely   agree  that  Clause  2  involves- 
serious   diflicultv.      As  I  understand  it, 
the   promoters  of  this  Bill   desire    that 
when  a  British   shipowner  and  a  foreign 
shipowner    enter   into    litigation  in  our 
ports,  each  of  them  shall  l>e  at  liberty,  if 
he  choose,    to  abandon  his   ship  and  sa 
escape  from  further  liability.     It  is  stated 
that  at  the  present  moment,  if  a  foreign 
shipowner    abandons   his   ship,    his    lia- 
bility ceases,  but  if  a  British  shipowner 
pursues  that  course  he  may  still  be  found 
responsible  to  the  foreigner  for  £S  a  ton. 
I  think  that  is   not  quite  a  correct  state- 
ment  of  the  law   of  England,  and  it  is 
certainly  not  a   correct  statement  of  the 
law  of   Scotland.     I  propose  to  consider 
this  matter  foi-  a  moment  from  the  point 
of   view   of   a  Scotch  lawyer.      When  a 
foreigner  ccmie^  into  a  Scottish  port  to 
claim   damages   against    a    British  ship- 
owner, in  consecinence  of  a   collision,  he 
has   to  get  to  conjoin  with  him  in   the 
action   a  jierson  of   his  own  rank  in  life 
within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Court  who 
is  to  be  held  Responsible  first  for  the  costs 
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and  secondly  for  the  decorous  conduct  of 
the  litigation,  and  if  he  is  unsuccessful  the 
gentleman  who  conjoins  with  him  is  found 
responsible  for  the  costs,  and  there  is  an 
'Cnd  of  the  matter.  If,  on  the  other  hand, 
the  foreigner  is  successful,  he  recovers 
from  the  British  shipowner  X8  per  ton. 
If  this  Bill  were  to  become  law  that  result 
would  not  follow,  and  the  British  ship- 
owner would  be  entitled  to  abandon  his 
hulk  and  to  say  to  the  foreigner,  "  You 
<;an  take  it  and  make  the  best  of  it,  and 
there  is  an  end  to  vxy  liability."  That 
would  be  not  only  a  grave  but 
an  unjust  change  of  the  law. 
In  the  case  of  a  British  shipowner  suing 
^  foreigner,  the  first  step  he  must  take  in 
Scotland  is  to  arrest  the  foreigner's  ship 
if  within  the  jurisdiction,  or  a  sum  of 
money  however  small ;  even  5s.  would 
"do.  If  he  recovers  his  judgment  and  it 
happens  that  the  value  of  the  ship  he  has 
arrested  is  far  within  the  amount  he  has 
recovered,  he  can  then  take  the  judgment 
to  the  foreigner's  country  and  do  his  best 
to  work  out  his  remedy  there.  Then 
the  injustice  from  which  the  British 
shipowner  suffers  arises,  because  when  he 
takes  this  Scotch  judgment  to  a  foreign 
<jountry  it  is  of  no  avail  to  him,  for  the 
case  is  investigated  afresh  and  the  prin- 
ciples of  foreign  law  are  applied  to  it.  I 
do  not  think  that  Clause  2  in  this  Bill,  as 
it  at  present  stands,  would  cure  that  in- 
justice. It  might  be  possible  to  frame 
a  clause  which  would  do  justice  in  an  or- 
dinary case  where  there  is  a  cross  action 
between  a  foreign  shipowner  and  a  British 
shipowner  in  the  Courts  within  our 
jurisdiction.  A  clause  might  be  framed 
to  the  effect,  that  where  there  is  a  cross 
action  of  that  kind  either  or  both  of  the 
parties  might  be  entitled  to  abandon  their 
ship  and  so  escape  from  further  liability. 
But  this  clause  should  only  apply  in 
cases  where  there  are  cross  actions.  I 
know  I  may  bo  asked  why  an  owner  of 
British  cargo  on  a  foreign  ship  should  be 
precluded  from  recovering  X8  per  ton 
from  the  owner  of  a  British  ship  which 
ran  down  the  foreign  ship,  if  the  British 
shipowner  chose  to  abandon  his  hulk 
and  thus  escape  all  further  liability. 
That  may  appear  to  be  hard,  but 
-what  we  have  to  consider  is  where 
lies  the  balance  of  hardship,  and 
the  House  in  Committee  will  have  to 
ask  itself  if  the  hardship  is  not  the  greater 
on  the  British  shipowner  than  on  the 
British  cargo-owner  who  carries  his  goods 
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in  the  foreign  ship.  I  think  we  are 
agreed  that  the  first  clause  is  sound  in 
principle,  and  will  be  beneficent  in  prac 
tice,  and  I  think  the  second  clause  might 
be  so  framed  as  to  remove  admitted  in- 
justices of  shipowners. 

The  attorney  GENERAL  (Sir 
Richard  Webster,  Isle  of  Wight) :  It 
will  probably  be  convenient  to  the  House 
if  I  state  at  once  the  view  the  Govern- 
ment take  of  this  Bill.  They  do  not  take 
any  exception  to  the  principle  of  the  first 
clause,  though  I  will  point  out  that 
certain  difficulties  in  connection  with  the 
subject  will  have  to  be  borne  in  mind. 
As  regards  the  second  clause  the  Govern- 
ment think  there  are  fatal  objections, 
and  unless  they  receive  from  the  pro- 
moters of  the  Bill  an  assurance  that  they 
will  be  prepared  to  strike  out  that  clause 
they  cannot  allow  the  Bill  to  go  to  a 
Second  Reading.  Although  the  speeches 
we  have  heard  on  this  matter  have  Ijeen 
most  able  and  interesting,  I  think  they 
have  overlooked  most  important  considera- 
tions which  are  bound  up  with  this  matter. 
As  to  the  first  clause,  I  agree  that  when 
once  we  have  determined  that  limitation 
of  liability  shall  be  applied  to  ships,  there 
is  no  primd  fade  reason  why  limitations  of 
liability  shall  not  be  applied  in  the  case 
where  a  ship,  by  negligent  naWgation, 
comes  into  collision  with  a  dock.  If  a 
ship  comes  into  collision  with  another 
ship  anchored  in  the  Mersey  the  liability 
of  the  shipowner  is  limited  to  £%  per  ton, 
but  if,  a  few  yards  further  up,  tne  ship 
comes  into  collision  with  a  pier,  the  ship- 
owner's liability  is  unlimited.  There  docs 
not  seem  to  be  much  logic  in  that  dis- 
tinction. The  Gk)vernment  are  prepared 
to  say  that  the  subject  of  the  first  clause 
is  well  worthy  of  discussion,  and  they  do 
not  think  there  can  be  any  real  answer 
to  the  claim  of  the  shipowners.  Then 
comes  an  objection  from  another  stand- 
point, and  I  can  assure  my  hon.  and 
learned  friend  opposite  that  he  has  quite 
underrated  the  damage  which  might  bo 
occasioned  by  an  accident  in  a  dock.  I 
understand  that  the  case  of  the  dock 
companies  is  that  if  a  ship  by  negligent 
navigation  runs  full  tilt  at  the  dock  gateet 
and  knocks  them  down,  though  the  water 
may  nm  out  of  the  dock  and  damage  to 
the  extent  of  <£50,000  or  £100,000 
be  done,  the  liability  of  that  ship 
is  to  be  limited  to  £8  per  ton.  But 
supposing  that  ship,   in  consequence  of 


1393 


Merchant 


{21  March  1900} 


Shippimj  Bill, 


1394 


the  dock  master  giving  a  wrong  order,  is 
stranded  in  the  dock  and  breaks  her  back, 
the  dock  company  have  no  limit  to  their 
liability.     I  admit  that  the  real  difficulty 
is  to  find  on  what  principle  the  liability 
of  the  dock  company  can  be  limited,  and 
I    understand  it  is  proposed  to  set  up 
some  hypothetical  standard  based  on  the 
tonnage  of  the  largest  ship  that  has  ever 
entered  the  dock.     But  that  would  he 
establishing  quite  a  new   limitation  of 
liability.     All  I  say  is  that  it  does  seem 
to  me  that  the  dock  company  has  some 
right  to  say  to  the  shipowner,  "  If  you 
ask  that  when  a  ship  runs  down  the  dock 
gates  its  liability  shall  be  limited  to  £8 
a  ton,  there  ought,  at  least,  to  be  some 
reciprocity."    The  real  difficulty  will  be 
as  to  whether  the  House  can  discover 
some     equitable    basis    on    which     the 
principle    of     limited    liability    can    be 
applied  ;  but  if  the  House  can  see  its  way 
to  some  clause  which  will  give  limited  lia- 
bility to  the  dockowner,  the  Gk)vernment 
would    have   no  objection  to    the  first 
clause.     I   now  come  to  a   very   much 
more  important  point,  namely — whether 
for  the  first  time  this  House  is  to  enact,  in 
regard  to  foreign  ships,  that  a   foreign 
plaintiff  in  British   courts  shall  have  a 
dififerent  measure  of  remedy  to  a  British 
plaintiff,  not  on  the  ground  that  a  less 
wrong  has  been  done  to  him,  but  on  the 
ground  that  in  some  other  proceedings — - 
in    proceedings    in    the  French    courts, 
for    instance — which    the    British    ship- 
owner may   have   to  t^ke,   justice  will 
not    be    done    to    him.       This    is    not 
a  Bill  to  put  the  English  and  the  foreign 
law  on  the  same  footing.      It  is  not  a 
Bill  to  make  abandonment  the  measure. 
It  is  a  Bill  to  provide  that  the  British 
shipowner,  whose  vessel  has  run  down  a 
foreign  ship,  shall  pay  £8  a  ton  or  the 
value  of  the  ship,  whichever  is  the  least. 
I  would  like  to  remind  the  House  of  a 
passage  in  the  Report  of  the  Committee  of 
1860,  which  brings  out  very  clearly  that 
the    real    reason    for   the  limitation   of 
liability  is  that  to  exempt    shipowners 
from  liability  beyond  the  value  of  their 
ships  would  be  to  place  a  premium  on 
the  employment  of  worn  out  and  inade- 
quately manned  ships.      In    1862    Mr. 
Milner  Gibson,  who  was  a  man  of  great 
experience    in    these   matters,  enforced 
that  view,  and  contended  that  the  owner 
of  a  good  ship  and  the  owner  of  a  bad 
ship  should  be  placed  on  the  same  level 
as   to  responsibility,   and    I    think    the 
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House  will  agree  that  that  is  a  sound  prin- 
ciple.   Shipowners  of  the  present  day  are  . 
gaining  enormously  by  this  limitation  of 
liability,  and  I  am  bouutl   to  say  if  we 
were    to   reconsider    the    limitation    of 
liability  in  the  present  day  I  very  much 
doubt  if  the  limits  would  be  kept  as  low 
as  £15  and  £8  per  ton.     But  let  it  be 
assumed  for  a  moment  that  the  object  of 
this  second  clause  is  to  assimilate  the  law 
of  foreign  countries  to  ours.     Take  the 
case  of  a  vessel  of  2,000  tons,  of  a  value 
of  £40,000  or  £50,000.     Her  statutory 
limit  in  respect    of   the   subject  matter 
touched  by   this  Bill  is  £16,000.     That 
ship  may  run  down  another  worth,  with 
its  cargo,    £50,000,  and    be  practically 
uninjured  herself.     According  to  French 
law,  the  vessel  run  down  can  recover  the 
full  value.     In  such  a  case  abandonment 
means  the  abandonment  of  property  worth 
£50,000.     But  in  our  Courts  the  British 
shipowner  can  get  off  in  ail  c<ases  with  the 
payment  of  £8  a  ton.     I  am  sure  that 
hon.  Members  interested  in  -^hipping  have 
not  considered  the   value  of  that  con- 
sideration.     But    the     most    important 
objection      to      the      clause      is      that 
it    creates     a    different    rule    for    twa 
different  plaintiffs,   in   the   same  Courts 
in  respect  of  injury  arising  out  of  the 
same  circumstances.     The  Court  is  to  ba 
told  to  apply  a  different  rule  when  the 
plaintiff  happens  to  be  a  foreigner  to  what 
it  would  apply  if  he  were  a  British  sub- 
ject.    That  would  ba  &  most  dangerous 
principle,  and  I  am  sure  it  would  lead  to 
the  strongest  and  well-founded  remon- 
strances on  the  part  of  foreign  nations. 
The  principle  on  which  merchant  shipping 
legislation  in  this  country  has  always  pro- 
ceeded  is    to  apply  the  same   rules  to 
British  as  to  foreign  shipe,  and  I  should 
certainly  view  with  the  greatest  regret 
any  measure  which  gave  to  the  British 
shipowner  a  privilege  over  the  foreigner* 
Indeed  I  am  not  at  all  sure  that  difficulty 
would  not  arise  in  connection  with  our 
existing  treaty  obligations.     At  present 
there  are  in  existence  treaties  whereby 
we  have  given  equal  rights  and  privileges 
with  British  subjects  m  all   matters    of 
commerce  and  navigation  to  the  subjects 
of  foreign  nations,  and  any  such  action  as 
is  proposed  in  this  clause  would  in  such 
cases  form  the  ground  of  strong  remon- 
strance.    My  hon.  friends  have  a  b'ttle 
understated    the  protection  afforded  to 
British    shipowners    by    the    Admiralty 
Court.     It  is  provideil  by  the  Admiralty 

3  G 


1395 


Merchint 


{COMMONS} 


Shipping  Bill 


1396 


Court  Act  of  1861  that  whenever  a  foreign 
ship  coines  into  the  Admiralty  Court  and 
sues  a  British  ship,  the  foreign  ship  shall 
give  security  to  the  extent  of  £%  a  ton. 
That  privilege  in  favour  of  British  ship- 
owners exists  at  present.  It  may  be 
sometimes  evaded,  but  I  know  of,  and 
have  been  concerned  in,  many  cases  in 
which  it  has  been  enforced.  What  a 
cogent  argument  could  be  brought  against 
such  a  practice  if  the  distinction  as  to 
value  which  is  sought  to  be  established 
by  the  Bill  were  set  up.  The  promoters 
of  the  Bill  say  they  want  to  bring  about 
an  int-ernational  arrangement  whereby  the 
laws  of  nations  will  be  made  the  same. 
This  is  a  moat  admirable  object,  which  I 
have  for  years  been  endeavouring  to  pro- 
mote, but,  in  my  judgment,  there  could 
not  be  a  more  retrograde  step  from  such 
an  object  than  to  pass  a  Bill  which  makes 
a  distinction  between  British  ships  and 
foreign  ships,  not  on  the  ground  that 
oiu*  law  is  unjust,  but  liecause  in 
some  other  proceedings  in  the  French 
Court  you  cannot  get  the  measure  of 
justice  which  you  think  you  ought 
to  have.  That  seems  to  me  to  be 
a  class  of  legielation  which  shipowners 
ought  to  be  very  slow  to  adopt,  and  which 
I  hope  this  House  will  not  for  a  moment 
accept.  With  regard  to  the  second  clause, 
the  real  question  is  whether  or  not  there 
is  anything  left  to  discuss.  An  appeal 
was  made  by  the  promoter  of  the  Bill 
asking  the  Government  to  let  the  second 
clause  be  inquired  into,  but  there  is 
nothing  which  it  contains  to  be  inquired 
into  by  any  Committee.  The  question  to 
be  decided  is.  Are  you  going  to  adhere  to 
limited  liability  or  not  ?  If  you  are,  in 
my  opinion  you  must  make  that  limited 
liability  apply  all  round.  We  have  had 
this  afternoon,  as  I  expected,  from  the 
hon.  Gentlemen  who  have  addressed 
the  House  a  very  interesting  discussion. 
We  cannot,  however,  overlook  the 
grounds  on  which  this  limited  liability 
rests,  and  I  am  quite  sure  we  should  be 
doing  wrong  in  attempting  to  draw  this 
distinction  between  British  and  foreign 
ships  in  regard  to  liability.  For  these 
reasons  I  am  obliged  to  say  that  imless 
the  promoters  of  this  Bill  say  they  will 
abandon  the  second  clause  the  Govern- 
ment will  have  no  alternative  but  to  op- 
pose the  Second  Reading.  I  think  the 
promoters  will  be  well  advised  if  they 
agree  to  accept  this  view  without  putting 
forward  the  second  clause. 

Sir  llichnrd  fFebster. 


Sir  R.  T.  REID  (Dumfries  Burghs) :  I 
may  say  that,  in  the  main,  I  do  not  differ 
from  the  views  which  the  Attorney 
General  has  expressed.  I  think  we  all 
agree  that  this  Bill  should  be  read  a 
second  time,  but  I  wish  to  offer  a  few  ob- 
servations upon  the  measure.  As  regards 
the  first  clause  of  the  Bill  it  seems  to  me 
that  it  is  obviously  fair  that  the  same 
protection  should  be  extended  to  owners 
of  docks  as  is  proposed  to  be  extended  to 
the  owners  of  ships.  If  you  extend  a 
protection  which  is  now  en joj'^ed  by  owners 
of  ships,  why  should  persons  on  the  ether 
side  enjoy  a  similar  immunity  1  But  this 
point  seems  to  me  to  be  so  far  agreed 
upon  that  it  is  quite  unnecessary  to  waste 
any  further  time  discussing  it.  I  wish  to 
make  a  few  observations  on  the  second 
clause,  which  the  Attorney  General,  on 
behalf  of  the  Government,  has  expressed 
his  determination  to  oppose.  I  think 
there  is  in  the  existing  state  of  the  law, 
as  administered  in  some  ports  of  the 
Continent,  in  comparison  with  England,  a 
real  injustice  towards  British  shipowners 
at  the  present  time.  Let  me  taice  for  a 
moment,  as  an  example,  the  case  of  a 
collision  between  a  British  ship  and  a 
French  ship,  tried  in  a  French  court.  If 
the  British  ship  was  found  to  be  in  fault 
by  the  French  tribunal,  the  result  would 
be  that  the  owner  would  have  to  pay 
according  to  the  statutory  limit  laid  down 
in  British  law — that  is,  he  would  have  to 
pay  £8  or  £15  per  ton  as  the  case  might 
be ;  if,  on  the  other  hand,  the  foreign 
ship  was  found  to  be  at  fault,  the  owner 
could  escape  liability  altogether  by 
almndoning  the  \*Teck.  In  the  same 
litigation  the  plaintiff  and  the  defendant 
are  put  upon  an  unequal  footing. 

Sir  RICHARD  WEBSTER:  It  may 
not  be  a  wreck. 

Sir  R.  T.  REID :  There  may  be  a  ease  on 
the  other  side,  but  not  infrequently  there 
are  cases  in  which  the  differentiation 
between  a  British  and  a  foreign  ship  in  a 
foreign  port  causes  a  real  injustice  to  the 
British  owner.  The  Attorney  G^eral 
says  there  may  be  cases  in  which  there  is 
equal  injustice  done  to  foreign  ship- 
owners. I  do  not  think  that  is  any  real 
answer,  because  the  point  is  this— that  in 
foreign  ports  there  is  a  different  rule 
applied  to  British  ships  and  to  foreign 
ships.  If  a  British  ship  and  a  French 
ship  were  in  collision  and  were  taken  into 
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a  French  port,  in  the  case  of  the  British 
^hip  the  Hmit  of  £8  and  £15  would  be 
applied,  while  iu  the  case  of  the  French 
-ship  that  limit  would  not  be  applied.  I 
think  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  will  find  that  that  is  so. 

8iR  RICHARD  WEBSTER :   I  have 
no  knowledge  of  it. 

Sir  R.  T.  REID  :  Then  allow  me  to 
assume,  for  the  purposes  of  my  argument, 
that  that  is  the  case.  What  is  the  rule, 
AS  I  understand  it,  that  is  laid  down  in 
the  French  court  for  differentiation  ?  It 
is  the  rule  of  the  flag,  that  is,  the  English 
law  is  applied  to  the  French  court  in  the 
case  of  an  English  vessel.  Now,  how  can 
that  be  got  nd  of  unless  you  alter  the 
English  law  in  the  case  of  a  collision  with 
a  foreign  ship?  If  I  am  right  in  my 
view  of  the  law  as  applied  in  French  and 
other  foreign  ports,  that  seems  to  me  to 
be  a  fair  reason  for  considering  whether, 
in  the  case  of  a  collision  between  British 
and  foreign  ships,  some  different  rule 
from  the  existing  rule  should  be  applied 
according  to  the  English  law.  Let  me 
turn  now  for  a  moment  to  the  other  side 
of  the  Channel,  and  take  the  English 
Court — I  think  the  Scotch  Court  is 
exactly  the  same.  In  the  English  Court 
both  the  plaintiff  and  the  defendant,  in 
the  case  of  a  collision  between  a  foreign 
and  a  British  ship,  are  placed  in  exactly 
the  same  position.  Both  can  claim  the 
benefit  of  the  limitation  of  £8  or  £15  per 
ton,  but  neither  can  claim  the  benefit  of 
the  plea  which  applies  to  the  French 
CJourt  that  by  abandoning  the  ship  you 
can  get  rid  of  any  further  liability.  That 
is  the  rule  at  present  existing.  My  hon. 
friend  the  Member  for  the  Exchange 
Division  of  Liverpool  has  pointed 
out  that  there  is  some  practical  in- 
justice in  the  way  the  rule  is  applied. 
He  seemed  to  convey  that  you  really  got 
in  English  Courts  no  better  remedy 
against  the  foreign  shipowner  than  wna 
represented  by  the  value  of  the  ship 
itself.  That  is,  I  suppose,  because  it  is 
suggested  that  in  some  foreign  ports  thev 
do  not  recognise  the  validity  of  English 
judgments,  but  are  at  liberty  to  overrule 
them,  and  see  if  they  are  founded  upon 
their  particular  ideas  of  justice. 
That  might  open  up  the  wider  ques- 
tion of  international  relations,  and 
whether  or  not  justice  is  not  very  inade- 
quately  met  by   the   manner    in   which 


foreign  courts  treat  the  judgments  of  the 
Enghsh   courts.     That  point,  howev^T,  I 
will  pass  over,  for  what   is  suggested  is 
that  the  rule  in  the  English  courts  ought 
to  be  altered.     The  foreign  courts  offer 
an  unequal   treatment  to  the  British  in 
case  of  a  collision,  because  they  say  that 
the  rule  of  the  flag  is  to  be  applied  to 
British  ships,  and  therefore  the  only  way 
to  remedy  this   injustice  lies  in  altering 
the  British  law  so  that  it  can  no  longer 
be  quoted  and  enforced  in  foreign  poi-ts  to 
the  disadvantage  of   British  shipowners. 
I  think   some  proposal   might   be   enter- 
tained for  differentiating  between  a  colli- 
sion on  the  part  of   British  and  foreign 
ships    on    the   one    side,   and    between 
British  ships  on  the  other.     That  i^  sub- 
stantially what   is  proposed  by  this  Bill. 
The  Attorney  General  has   said   that  he 
does   not   want   to  have    two    plaintiffs 
brought  into  the  same  court  in  respect  to 
similar  facts,  and  have  a  different  rule 
applied  between   them.     Let  me  investi- 
gate that  case  for  a  moment.     To  intro- 
duce any  such  rule  would  not  be  a  denial 
of  reciprocity  in  any  way  towards  foreign 
nations,    because   we    should    apply    to 
foreign  nations  our  laws  in  the  same  way 
as   we  apply    them   to    our  own  ships. 
Where  there  is  a  collision  between  British 
and  foreign  ships  the  law  for  the  British 
ships  would  be  exactly  the  same  as  fo/  the 
foreign  ships,  and  it  does  not  seem  to  me 
that  it  would  make  any  difference  at  all 
if  a  forei^  Court  said  the  rule  between 
the  two  IS  different.     In  other  words  it 
seems  to  me  that  it  is  more  desirable  in  a 
case  of  litigation  that  you  should  have 
equality   between   the   plaintiff  and   the 
defendant  who  are  the  two  parties  to  the 
case,    than    you    should    have    equality 
between  the  plaintiff  in  the  one  case  and 
the  plaintiff  m  the  other.     The  difference 
between  the  laws  of  any  two  States  may 
be  such  that  you  cannot  have  a  common 
basis  for  treating  all   vessels.     Are   you 
going  to  say  that  there  is  to  be  equal 
treatment  between  the  plaintiff  and  the 
defendant,  or  are  you  going  to  say  that 
the  plaintiff  and  the  defendant  are  to  be 
governed  by  different  rules  and  justify 
that  upon  the  ground  that  it  would  be 
unfair  to  have  two  plaintiffs  in  different 
cases  dealt  with  by  a  different  rule  ?     For 
my  part  I  think  there  is  not  necessarily 
in  principle  any  objection  to  so  modifying 
the   English  law  as  to  take  away  from 
foreign  Courts  this  power  and  place  the 
parties  upon  equal  footing.     All  I  have  to 
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say  upon  this  subject  is  that  I  do  not 
think  this  is  an  enterprise  which 
can  safely  be  undertaken  by  a 
private  Member^s  Bill.  I  think  it  is 
a  matver  of  considerable  difficulty,  and  I 
am  n(»t  at  all  insensible  to  the  considera- 
tion urged  by  the  Attorney  General  that 
any  such  change  might  interfere  with  the 
commercial  treaties  subsisting  between 
us  and  other  coiui tries.  I  do  not  think 
that  a  private  Member  could  be  or  ought  to 
be  the  reformer  in  a  case  of  this  kind'.  It 
seems  to  me  that  it  is  a  matter  for  the 
Government,  and,  if  I  might  suggest  to 
the  Grovernment,  it  is  one — and  not 
the  only  one — in  which  some  arrange- 
ment might  be  made  between  this  country 
and  foreign  nations.  I  will  give  only 
one  illustration.  Take  the  case  of  a  col- 
lision on  the  high  seas  between  an  English 
and  a  French  ship.  What  rule  is  to 
prevail  ]  The  rules  are  different,  and  if 
the  English  courts  eet  control  one  rule  of 
law  is  applied.  Not  only  this,  but  in 
English  courts  we  have  the  most 
scrupulous  administration  of  justice  to- 
wards foreign  nations  in  all  cases  of  col- 
lisions. Therefore  I  cannot  help  think- 
ing that  not  only  in  this  particular 
matter,  but  also  in  regard  to  collisions  on 
the  high  seas,  a  general  rule  might  well 
be  made  the  subject  of  some  international 
arrangement ;  and  if  that  is  found  to  be 
practicable  some  method  might  be  devised 
by  which  independent  tribunals  should 
be  assented  to  by  all  nations,  to 
prevent  the  injustice  and  the  hard- 
ships which  not  infrequently  occur 
between  British  and  foreign  ships  in 
collision.  I  agree  with  the  Second 
Reading  of  this  Bill,  but  I  also  agree 
that,  in  my  opinion,  it  would  not  be 
prudent  for  a  private  Member  to  persist 
HI  pressing  the  second  clause  in  this  Bill 
in  its  present  form.  At  the  same  time, 
I  think  the  subject  is  not  one  which  can 
be  dismissed  quite  so  summarily  as  it 
has  been  by  the  Attorney  General. 

Mr.  MacIVER  (Liverpool) :  While  my 
right  hon.  friend  was  speaking  it  did 
occur  to  me  that  1  never  heard  more  com- 
plete nonsense  than  was  contained  in  a 
large  part  of  his  speech.  I  refer  more 
particularly  to  what  he  said  in  reference 
to  the  second  clause  of  the  Bill.  I  do 
not  mean  any  disrespect,  for  his  speech 
was  admirable  as  regards  his  law,  but 
wrong  as  regards  his  facts.  In  this 
respect  it  was  absurdly  and  grotesquely 
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wron^.  On  his  estimate  of  the  value  of 
shipping  property  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man s  argument  against  the  second  clauae 
of  the  Bill  largely  depended,  and  his 
figures  ought  to  have  been  at  least  some- 
where near  the  mark.  But  he  spoke  of 
vessels  of  2,000  tons  as  if  they  were 
worth  from  £40,000  to  £50,000  apiece, 
and  he  spoke  also  of  a  certain  class  of 
steamers  as  if  they  were  worth  £A0  or  JB50 
a  ton.  I  should  like  him  to  name  one  such 
vessel  worth  anything  approaching  to 
any  of  those  figures.  He  seems  to  forget 
that  the  limitation  of  liability  appb'es  to 
the  gross  tonnage  and  not  to  the  net,  and 
that  the  figures  were  overstated  at  least 
ten  times.  Perhaps  I  am  rather 
putting  the  cart  before  the  horse  in 
taking  the  second  clause  first,  but  what  I 
do  wish  to  impress  upon  the  House  is, 
that  in  many  ways  British  shipowners 
are  at  a  disadvantage  in  competition  with 
foreign  owners,  and  all  that  we  ask  is  that 
we  should  be  allowed  to  compete  on  equal 
terms.  The  second  clause  in  the  Bill 
may  not  be  the  best  that  coald  be  de- 
vised, but  I  think  it  is  capable  of  amend- 
ment. I  do,  however,  contend  that  the 
general  spirit  and  intention  of  that  clause 
IS  a  step  in  the  right  direction,  for  it 
would  remove  many  disadvantages 
from  which  shipowners  are  now  suffering. 
This  is  only  one  of  many  measures 
which  I  hope  will  be  brought  forward 
in  this  House  to  help  British  shipping, 
although  I  do  not  look  forward  wiUi 
much  hope  to  any  Government  doing 
anything  in  this  direction  The  present 
Government  is  like  former  Govemment> 
when  we  desire  to  have  anything  done  in 
the  interests  of  British  shipping.  The  timt* 
may  come  when  the  Government  will  be* 
compelled  to  take  up  the  suggestion-s 
which  have  been  put  forward  for  the  pro^ 
tection  of  British  shipping.  No  doubt  wt» 
still  have  a  great  prepondei-auce  of  British 
ships  as  compared  with  foreign  ships,  but 
I  can  look  back  to  the  time  when  that 
preponderance  was  much  greater  than  it 
is  to-day.  In  ports  where  formerly  yoii 
only  saw  occasionally  a  foreign  flag,  you 
can  now  see  in  our  docks  foreign  vessels 
in  much  greater  number,  and  some  of 
them  are  very  fine  foreign  steamers 
indeed.  A  few  years  ago  that  was  not 
so,  and  this  is  no  idle  statement  that  I 
am  making.  One  of  my  hon.  friends  ha* 
spoken  of  the  transfer  of  British  shipping 
to  foreign  flags.  The  second  clause  in 
the  Bill,  however  small  a  step  it  may  be. 
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18,  at  all  events,  a  step  in  the  direction 
of  lessening  the  disadvantage  at  which 
British  owners  are  placed.  We  ask  to  be 
placed  on  equal  terms  with  foreigners, 
nnd  we  ask  for  nothing  more.  In  some 
<legree,  by  our  legislation,  we  have  so 
-advanced  the  foreigner  that  he  is  able  to 
compete  with  us  upon  unfair  terms,  and 
I  do  not  think  that  is  a  desirable  state  of 
thin^  As  regards  the  first  clause  in  the 
Bill,  it  is  scarcely  necessary  for  me  to  say 
-mything,  and  I  propose  only  saying  a 
word  or  two  about  it.  The  Limitation  of 
Inability  Act  was  passed  about  the  year 
1862  or  1863,  and  at  that  time  I  was  the 
chairman  of  the  local  Steamship  Owners* 
Association.  At  that  time  it  was 
felt  that  the  state  of  the  law  was  a 
positive  disadvantage  to  the  owner  of  a 
fine  ship,  as  compared  with  the  owner  of 
All  inferior  one.  The  position  in  the 
previous  state  of  the  law  was  this,  that 
the  cheapest  thing  you  could  throw 
together  was  liable  only  up  to  her  value, 
-and  the  building  of  the  better  and  more 
•costly  ships  was  discouraged,  because 
they  not  merely  had  to  face  the  compe- 
tition, but  just  in  proportion  as  more 
money  was  spent  on  a  ship  so  was  the 
liability  for  loss  of  cargo  increased. 
Therefore  it  was  felt  that  some  sort  of 
limitation  of  liability  was  necessary,  and 
in  those  days  £S  a  ton  was  a  fair  average 
value  for  an  ordinary  cargo,  and  £15  a 
ton  was  deemed  to  be  a  fair  average 
value  for  a  good  passenger  steamer.  The 
Attorney  General  quoted  the  Report  of  a 
Commission  which  entirely  bears  out 
what  I  have  been  saying.  I  remember 
from  my  own  individual  knowledge  that 
as  far  as  Liverpool  was  concerned  the 
limitation  of  liability  was  a  very  real 
inducement  to  shipowners  in  the  direction 
of  building  fine  vessels  and  decreasing  the 
number  of  inferior  vessels.  On  these 
matters  common  law  is  not  always 
•common  senses  and  in  the  old  days  of 
1862  or  1863  when  the  Limitation  of 
Liability  Act  was  enacted,  the  idea 
was  that  collisions  of  all  sorts  were 
to  be  included.  It  was  intended  in 
those  days  to  mean  collisions  with  piers  or 
docks  as  well  as  with  other  ships.  There 
is  another  instance  which  I  want  to  put 
forward  to  show  that  the  law  is  not 
always  common  sense,  and  it  is  this,  that 
the  original  intention  of  the  Act  was  a 

Sneral  limitation  of  liability  to  those 
in^  which  I  have  mentioned^  and  to 
•rhicn  it  was  intended  at  first  that  the 


limitation  should  extend.  I  wish  to  say 
emphatically  that  I  regard  the  second 
clause  as  the  more  important  of  the  two, 
and  I  hope  the  hon.  Member  for  the 
Exchange  Division  of  Liverpool  will  not 
relax  his  endeavours  to  get  the  injustices 
to  which  British  shipowners  are  subject  in 
competition  with  foreigners  removed.  I 
beg  to  support  the  Second  Reading  of  the 
Bill. 

♦xMr.  CHARLES  McARTHUR  said 
that  in  consideration  of  the  promise  given 
by  the  Government  to  accept  C!ause  1  he 
would  abandon  the  second  clause,  not  on 
its  merits,  but  to  leave  it  in  the  hands  of 
the  Gk)vernment,  who  he  hoped  would 
remedy  the  grievance.  The  promoters 
would  also  accept  a  clause  giving  the 
dock  companies  a  measure  of  protection 
similar  to  that  given  to  the  shipowners. 

Sir  WILLIAM  HOULDSWORTH  :  I 
beg  leave  to  withdraw  my  Amendment. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Main  Question  again  proposed. 

♦Mr.  BRYCE  (Aberdeen,  S.) :  As  the 
second  clause  is  now  practically  gone  I 
need  not  again  discuss  the  very  subtle 
points  connected  with  this  clause  of 
which  we  have  heard  so  much.  The 
statement  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
the  Exchange  Division  of  Liverpool  has 
removed  any  difficulty  which  I  might 
have  felt  in  supporting  this  Bill.  There 
is  one  point  which  I  think  goes  to  the 
root  of  the  whole  question.  It  is 
that  if  the  hon.  Member  for 
the  Exchange  Division  at  any  future 
time  desires  to  obtain  any  remedv 
for  the  grievances  under  which  British 
shipowners  suffer  he  will  not  achieve  the 
object  he  has  in  view,  unless  he  considers 
a  little  more  carefullv  the  form  his 
remedv  is  to  take.  I  understand  the 
difficulty  is  that  the  French  Court 
administers  the  law  of  the  flaff  of  the 
vessel  which  comes  before  it ;  that  is  to 
say,  that  it  deals  with  the  British  vessel 
before  it  according  to  the  law  of  the 
British  flag.  Therefore,  if  the  British 
vessel  is  found  in  fault  it  is  required  to 
pay  compensation  upon  the  British  scale 
of  £S  or  £15  per  ton  ;  while  if  the  vessel 
was  under  the  French  flag  it  would  be 
de^ilt  with  according  to  the  French  law, 
and    the    French    owner    could    escape 
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liability  by  abandoning  his  vessel.  The 
Bill  of  the  hon.  Membjr  for  the 
Exchange  Divisio:i  proposes  to  remove 
that  grievance. 

Sir  RICHARD  WEBSTER  :  1  do  not 
desire  to  interrupt  the  hon.  Member, 
but  it  was  a  great  surprise  to  me 
to  hear  the  statement  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  Dumfries  that  the  law 
of  any  foreign  country  applies  the  law  of 
the  flag,  and  allows  the  owner  to  escape 
by  abandoning  the  vessel.  1  am  per- 
fectly certain  that  in  the  United  States 
and  other  countries  where  the  law  of  the 
flag  applies  they  do  not  adopt  the  aban- 
donment rule,  which  I  do  not  think  can 
be  applied  as  a  general  rule. 

*Mr.  BRYCE:  I  was  very  much  sur- 
prised myself,  but  I  have  been  assured  on 
very  good  authority  that  such  is  the  case. 
The  Bill  itself  is  based  upon  the  assump- 
tion that  this  is  the  law.  The  view  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  the  Kirkdale  Division 
of  Liverpool  is  that  the  grievance 
of  which  he  complains  will  be  removed 
if  the  British  law  is  altered,  because 
then  the  British  law  of  the  flag  will 
still  be  administered  in  France,  but  the 
British  law,  if  this  Bill  was  passed,  would 
not  impose  the  law  of  £S  per  ton,  but  a 
law  allowing  the  British  shipowner  to 
abandon  his  vessel  if  it  was  not  worth  £8 
a  ton,  and  the  hon.  Member  supposes  that 
this  Bill  would  have  that  effect.  At  the 
same  time  it  docs  not  follow  that  the 
change  which  the  hon.  Member  pro 
poses  would  be  accepted  in  France. 
On  the  contrary,  they  might  say 
that  the  law  of  the  flag  we 
will  apply  will  be  the  law  which  the 
British  apply  between  British  ships, 
and  the  hon.  Memi>er  does  not  propose  to 
alter  the  law  as  between  British  ships. 
Supposing  the  Bill  was  to  pass,  it  is  at 
least  quite  possible  that  the  French 
Court  will  hold  that  the  law  of  England 
has  not  been  changed,  and  they  will  ad- 
minister the  law  as  it  was  before. 
Admitting  that  there  is  a  grievance  in 
the  case,  1  entirely  agree  that  that  grie- 
vance is  one  which  deserves  the  attention 
of  the  Government,  and  it  is  one  which 
the  Government  should  try  to  deal  with. 
I  do  not  feel  very  sanguine  about  it, 
because  I  see  the  greatest  difliculty  in 
proceeding  in  the  direction  indicated  in 
this  Bill ;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  if  the 
Government  approached  foreign  Powers 

Mr.  Bryce, 


with  the  view  of  bringing  about  unanimitr 
on  this  subject  they  would  meet  with  our 
hearty  sympathy  and  support.  But  we 
cannot  be  very  sanguine  as  to  the  intro- 
duction of  a  reform  of  a  matter  which  is. 
so  Rreat,  and  which  has  been  so  long 
established  between  England  and  Con- 
tinental countries.  At  the  same  time  if 
the  Government  can  see  the  least  prospect 
of  accomplishing  this  they  will  be  attempt- 
ing to  do  a  thing  which  will  be  a  great 
convenience  to  our  shipping  everywhere, 
and  they  will  remove  what  is  admitted  tO' 
be  a  grievance  from  which  British  ship- 
owners suffer.  Our  course  with  regard  to 
this  Bill  is  quite  clear,  and  we  ask  the 
Government  to  acquiesce  in  the  views  we- 
have  expressed. 

Mr.  FIELD  (DubKn,  St.  Patrick) :  I 
do  not  propose  to  inten'ene  at  any  length: 
in  this  discussion,  but  1  am  very  ^ad  that 
the  promoters  of  the  Bill  have  recognised 
the  justice  of  including  the  injury  done  ii» 
the  case  of  damage  to  property  in  docks- 
There  is  one  matter  which  I  think  ought 
to  be  brought  before  the  House,  an<l  it  is 
that  this  Bill  appears  to  me  to  mean  a 
limiting  of  the  liability  of  shipowners.  I 
submit  that,  in  some  respects,  the  liability 
of  shipowners  ought  to  be  extended  in- 
stead of  being  further  limited.  As  far  as 
I  understand  it,  they  are  the  only  class  of 
traders  which  are  exempted  from  this 
liability.  The  shipowners  as  carriers 
oblige  the  consigners,  more  particiJarly 
of  live  stock,  to  sign  consignment  notes 
which  practically  contract  the  consigners 
out  of  any  chance  of  obtaining  a  verdict 
in  their  favour  in  case  of  an  action  for 
any  injury  to  their  goods  which  may 
occur  during  transit.  In  this  connection 
we  have  the  opinion  of  the  learned  judge 
in  Dublin  who  tried  a  case 

♦Mr.    speaker  :  The  hon.   Member 
I  will  not  be  in  order  in  discussing  the 
I  question  of  liability  under  speciaJ  con- 
tracts. 

Mr.  FIELD:  I  bow  respectfully  to 
your  ruling,  Mr.  Speaker,  but  I  under- 
stand that  this  Bill  is  intended  to  limit 
the  liability  of  shipowners,  and  I  was 
submitting  that  as  carriers  their  liability 
ought  to  be  the  same  as  in  the  case  of 
railways.  I  would  suggest  to  the  pro- 
moters of  this  Bill  that  this  point  should 
be  considered  in  Committee  because  it  is 
most  important  that  consigners  should  be 
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protected  in  some  way  or  other.  I  have 
no  intention  of  occupying  the  time  of  the 
Uouse  further,  and  I  merely  bring  this 
point  before  the  House  in  order  that  it 
may  be  considered  by  the  promoters  of 
the  Bill,  and  I  will  briefly  state  the 
reasons  why.  This  question  of  the  advis- 
ability of  extending  the  liability  of  ship- 
owners instead  of  limiting  it  is  one  which 
I  trust  will  be  fully  considered  by  the 
promoters  of  the  BiU,  because  it  is  one  of 
the  utmost  importance  to  that  very  large 
elass  of  people  who  are  interested  in  the 
carrying  of  live  stock. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  committed 
to  the  Standing  Committee  on  Law,  etc. 

WORKMEN'S    COMPENSATION    ACT 
(1897)    EXTENSION    BILL. 

[Second  Reading.] 
Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 

♦Mr,  GOULDING  (Wiltshire,  Devizes) : 
I  desire  to  move  the  Second  Reading  of 
Uiis  Bill.  When  the  Home  Secretary  in- 
troduced .the  Workmen's  Compensation 
Bill  he  stated  that  it  was  proposed  at 
first  to  limit  its  operations  to  dangerous 
trades,  but  that  he  hoped  that  before  long* 
the  success  of  the  Act  would  be  such  that 
it  might  be  extended.  The  Act  has  been 
in  force  now  for  two  years,  and  I  think 
on  the  whole  it  has  worked  most  bene- 
ficially.. Certainly  the  evil  forebodings 
which  were  indulged  in  as  to  the  hardships 
it  would  inflict  on  employers,  and  the 
hindrances  it  would  impose  on  trade,  have 
not  been  realised.  In  fact^  the  working  of 
the  Act  has  made  these  predictions 
appear  absolutely  absurd,  and  it  now 
stands  as  a  bold  and  generous  attempt  to 
deal  with  a  great  sooial  problem,  and  is 
certainly  the  most  far-reaching  of  all  the 
social  problems  proposed  by  Uie  present 
Qt)Ternment.  The  defects  in  the 
question  of  employers'  liability  are, 
however,  patent  to  hon.  Members 
on  both  sides  of  the  House,  and 
Her  Majesty's  Gk)vemment  are  pledged 
to  deal  with  them.  As  regards 
the  agricultural  labourer  the  Employers 
Liabmty  Act  of  1880  is  practically  a  dead 
letter.  Labourers  living  in  the  villages 
have  no  lawyers  to  consult  and  have  no 
means  to  enable  them  to  undertake  an 
action.  They  are  face  to  face  with  all 
kinds  of  difficulties  in  getting  evidence  to 


support  their  case,  especially  when  that 
evidence  has  to  be  frequently  given  by 
their  fellow  workmen  under  the  same 
master.  In  cases  which  are  fought  most 
of  the  damages,  when  obtained,  are 
exhausted  in  the  expenses  of  prosecuting 
the  action.  The  wages  of  agricultural 
labourers,  although  they  have  been  in- 
creased in  recent  years,  are  yet  only  just 
sufficient  for  the  support  of  themselves  and 
their  families  in  decency,  and  to  enable 
them  to  contribute  to  a  friendly  or 
other  society,  and  the  result  is  that  if  the 
calamity  of  an  accident  befall  them  they 
are  absolutely  dependent  on  charity.  I 
therefore  sincerely  hope  that  the  House 
of  Commons  will,  if  not  unanimously,  at 
least  by  an  overwhelming  majority,  de- 
clare that  the  time  has  come  when  the 
benefits  of  the  Workmen's  Compensation 
Act  should  be  extended  to  the  1,700,000 
labourers  who  are  employed  in  the  in- 
dustry of  agriculture.  It  may  be  said 
that  accidents  among  agricultural 
labourers  are  few,  but  I  venture  to  say 
that  hardly  a  harvest  passes  that  serioua 
accidents  do  not  occur,  and  with  the  in- 
crease in  machinerv,  the  liability  to  such 
accidents  will  be  still  further  increased.  Far 
more  accidents  occur  even  in  ordinary 
times  than  is  supposed.  In  my  own 
division  I  have  personal  knowledge  of 
four  serious  accidents  occurring  in  four 
months.  A  carter  engaged  with  a  waggon 
had  his  foot  so  severely  injured  that  he 
laid  up  for  a  month;   a  boy  was 


was 


injured  owing  to  a  horse  bolting ;  in 
another  case  a  man  was  kicked  by  a  horse 
and  was  laid  up  for  some  months  in 
hospital,  and  in  November,  during  the 
high  gales,  a  man  received  injuries  on 
Sausbuiy  Plain  by  the  overturningof  a 
rick  which  resulted  in  his  death.  These 
cases  alone  in  one  single  constituency 
show  that  there  are  far  more  accidents 
among  agricultural  labourers  than  people 
imagine,  and  when  it  is  remembered  that 
they  are  the  only  large  body  of  workmen 
who  have  no  organisation  and  no  means 
of  bringing  their  grievances  forward,  the 
necessity  for  legislation  is  increased. 
Complaint  is  very  frequently  made  that 
only  the  old  ana  the  infirm  and  those 
who  cannot  get  work  in  the  towns  work 
on  the  farms.  Can  it  be  wondered  h^  ^ 
What  has  this  House  done  to  induce  the 
aerioultural  labourer  to  stop  on  the  land  1 
The  Act  of  1897  encourages  him  to  seek 
employment  elsewhere.  You  cannot  ex 
pect  the  agricultural  labourer  ^ot  to  be 


1407 


IForkmens 


{ COM  MONS  [         Campemation  Ad,  dc.         1 408 


struck  with  the  injustice  of  his  position 
as  compared   with  other    working    men 
living  m  the  same  localities  employed 
on    a    railway    or     in     a    mill,     who 
receive  much   better    wages,   and  when 
an    accident    befall  them    receive    com- 
pensation,     whereas     nothing     remains 
for  himself.     Is  it  not  common  sense  to 
suppose  that  unless  Parliament  takes  into 
consideration  the  undoubted  grievances 
of  the  working   men   engaged  in   agri- 
culture, we  shall  still  have  the  continued 
depopulation  of  our  rural  districts  1   This 
B!il  simply  extends  the  benefits  of  the 
Workmen  8    Compensation   Act    to    all 
engaged  on  agricultural  work.     It  has 
been  limited  to  that  extent,  not  because 
there  is  any  desire  that  the  Act  should 
not  be  extended   to  other  trades,    but 
b^eoause,  as  practical  men,  we  know  that 
it  is  absolutely  impossible  for  any  Bill  in 
charge    of  a  private    Member    to    pass 
through  this  House  if  it  is  of  too  large 
and  ambitious  a  character.    Therefore  we 
limited  the  Bill  to  agricultural  labourers 
in  order  that  it  might  h&ve  some  chance 
of  success.     The  only  objection  which 
can  be  urged  against  it  is  the  burden  it 
would  place  upon  the  farmer.     At  the 
present  time  farmers   have  to  pay  2s.  6d. 
for  every  £100  of  wages  they  pay  to 
cover  their  liability  under  the  Employers' 
Liability  Act  of  1880,  but  they  can  secure 
for  all  workmen  the  great  advantages  of 
the  Act  of  1897  by  the  additional  payment 
of  Is.  for  every  £100  paid  in  wages  or 
3s.  6d.  in  all.     There  may  be  some  diffi- 
culty in  the  case  of  farmers  working  sixty 
or  seventy  acres,  but  the  hon.  Alember 
for  the  Horncastle  Division  of  Lincoln- 
shire said  that  he,  as  a  landlord,  would 
not  allow  such  a  miserable  objection  to 
stand  in  the  way,  and  that  it  would  be 
the  duty  of  all  intelligent  landlords  to 
bear  the  expense  in  cases  where  small 
farmers  were  not  themselves  able  to  effect 
an  insurance  policy.     I  think,  moreover, 
that  it  would  be  perfectly  possible  for  the 
number  of  small  farmers  to  combine  to- 
gether and  so  effect  an  insurance  policy. 
There  is  a  further  objection,  and  tnat  is 
the  impossibility  of  insuring  as  regards 
men  who  only  come  for  a  day's  labour. 
Only  a  week  ago  a  decision  was  given  in 
the  Court  of  Appeal  that  such  workmen 
were  outside  the  scope  of  the  Act  of  1897, 
and  however  we  may  regret  that  decision, 
we  need  not  handicap  oiu^elvos  now  by 
considering  the  particular  position  of  such 
men.     In  the  division  I  have  the  honour 
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to  represent  many  farmers  now  volun- 
tarily insure  to  secure  the  benefit  of  the 
Act  of  1897  for  their  men.  I  venture 
to  press  on  the  Government,  who  have 
undoubtedly  shown  very  great  interest 
in  agriculture,  that  they  will  not  only 
take  a  disinterested  view  with  regard 
to  this  Bill,  but  that  they  will  aasist 
to  pass  it.  The  Government  in  1897, 
the  Jubilee  of  the  Queen,  extended  the 
great  boon,  as  I  maintain  it  is,  of 
the  Workmen's  Compensation  Act  to 
dangerous  trades,  and  I  know  no  better 
opportunity  than  the  present  for  ex- 
tending the  same  boon  to  the  agri- 
cultural labourer.  If  there  is  one 
thing  which  the  British  people 
ought  to  be  proud  of  it  is  the 
constant  statement  in  the  reports  from 
South  Africa  that  the  bravery  of  our 
troops  was  splendid,  and  it  should  be 
remembered  that  the  preponderating 
proportion  of  Tommy  Atkins  is  drawn 
from  the  agricultural  community.  In  my 
own  division  in  a  village  containing  only 
300  inhabitants  there  are  twenty  at  the 
seat  of  war  to-day.  I  venture  to  hope 
that  the  House  will  carry  the  Second 
Reading  of  this  Bill,  and  that  the  Govern- 
ment will  see  that  this  boon  is  conferred 
on  the  agricultural  labourer. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed* 
"That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
time." — {Mr,  Goulding.) 

♦Mr.  grant  LAWSON  (Yorkshire, 
Thirsk) :  I  desire  to  say  a  few  words  in 
support  of  this  Bill.  I  do  not  intend  to 
wear  a  white  sheet  in  connection  with  it, 
although  I  was  one  of  the  agiicultural 
Members  who  voted  against  the  inclusi<Mi 
of  the  agricultural  labourer  in  the  Act  of 
1897.  1  believe  we  were  right  then  in 
the  course  which  we  took,  and  I  believe 
I  am  right  now  in  voting  for  this  KIL 
That  may  be  thought  a  contradiction  in 
terms,  but  it  is  not.  The  Act  of  1897 
was  avowedly  and  explicitly  an  experi- 
ment, and  if  there  is  one  thing  a  farmer 
hates  more  than  another  it  is  to  be  made 
the  subject  of  an  experiment.  Further, 
the  agricultural  community  opposes  any- 
thing being  done  in  a  hurry.  My  constitu- 
ents supported  my  vote  in  1897  against  the 
inclusion  of  the  agricultural  labourer  in 
the  Act  on  the  grounds  that  if  experi- 
ments were  to  be  tried  they  should  be 
tried  on  someone  less  valuable  than  the 
agricultural    labourer.      We  were    toW 
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when  the  Act  was  passed  that  it  would 
impose  a  very  heavy  burden,  and  would 
fall  with  great  weight  on  the  trades  to 
which  it  applied.  We  were  told, 
especially  on  the  other  side  of  the  House, 
that  it  would  result  in  old  men  being 
turned  out  of  employment.  There  is  no 
proof  that  it  has  done  so,  and  no  statistics 
have  ever  been  shown  to  prove  it.  The 
rates  of  insurance  are  now  very  low  since 
the  insurance  companies  have  come  to 
their  senses,  and  it  has  been  shown  that 
the  burden  has  not  been  serious.  But 
naturally  in  an  industry  like  agriculture, 
where  the  profit  is  so  small  and  the 
balance  frequently  on  the  other  side,  we 
naturally  have  nervousness  when  in- 
creased expenditure  is  proposed.  What 
would  be  the  increase  if  this  Act  is 
passed  ?  I  have  made  it  my  business  to 
look  into  the  question,  and  have  applied 
to  insurance  companies  for  quotations.  I 
find  that  a  perfectly  good  and  solvent 
company — I  do  not  propose  to  advertise 
it  by  mentioning  its  name — is  prepared  to 
undertake  the  insurance  of  agricultural 
labourers  against  all  accidents  during 
their  employment  for  five  shillings  per 
XlOO  paid  in  wages,  and  if  accidents 
which  disable  for  a  fortnight  are  ex- 
cluded they  are  prepared  to  insure  for 
38.  6d.  That,  however,  in  my  opinion, 
18  too  high  a  rate.  When  the  Act  of 
1897  was  passed  lOs.  per  £100  paid  in 
wages  was  asked,  but  the  employers  com- 
bined together  and  got  themselves  insured 
at  2s.  3d.,  and  after  one  year's  experience 
at  that  rate  it  was  reduced  to  Is.  6d. 
The  small  number  of  accidents  which 
occur  in  agriculture,  if  spread  over  the 
enormous  industry,  will  enable  farmers 
to  insure  at  a  great  deal  less  than  3s.  6d. 
All  the  gloomy  forebodings  which  were 
indulged  in  in  1897  as  to  the  results  of 
the  Act  have  been  falsified  by  events, 
and  I  think  we  now  may  safely  take 
another  step  forward.  I  believe  that  by 
combination  among  the  farmers  the  rate 
for  insurance  would  be  reduced  to  a  very 
low  sum  indeed.  If  an  insurance  com- 
pany were  only  taking  the  risks  on  one 
farm  they  would  charge  of  course  higher 
rates  than  if  the  risks  were  spread  over  a 
number  of  farms  or  covered  a  great  am- 
cultural  association,  and  then  somethmg 
would  be  taken  off  the  farmer  in  the  re- 
duction of  the  poor  rate,  which  would 
follow  if  all  labourers  were  insured.  I 
think  the  cost  to  the  farmer  would  be 
small  and  the  value  to  the  labourer  would 


be  very  great  if  this  Bill  were  passed. 
Town  work  has  already  great  attraction 
for  the  agricultural  labourer,  and  I  think 
it  is  a  pity  that  we  should  add  the 
further  attraction  that  if  he  wants 
the  benefit  of  the  Compensation 
Act  he  must  go  into  a  town. 
The  great  difficulty  to  my  mind  is"*  the 
case  of  the  small  farmer  naving  four  or 
five  acres,  who  calls  in  some  neighbour, 
and  gives  him  a  couple  of  shillmgs  to 
assist  him  on  a  particular  day.  I  think 
such  a  man,  who  is  almost  as  poor  as  the 
labourer,  should  not  have  to  provide  for 
the  labourer  for  the  rest  of  his  natural  life  if 
an  accident  occurs  during  his  employment. 
One  of  the  cases  referred  to  by  my  hon. 
friend  shows  that  it  is  now  the  law  that 
the  Compensation  Act  does  not  apply  to 
such  a  labourer.  There  seems  to  be  some 
legal  difficulty  as  to  how  far  a  farmer  is 
responsible  for  accidents  now.  I  believe 
it  has  been  decided  by  a  County  Court 
judge  that  if  a  labourer  is  injured  in  con- 
nection with  the  work  of  the  threshing 
machine  the  farmer  is  responsible  under 
the  Act  of  1897.  I  think  this  Bill  will 
encourage  the  farmers  to  insure;  I 
believe  they  will  be  able  to  insure  at 
very  low  rates,  and  that  great  benefit 
will  be  conferred  on  the  agricultural 
labourer. 

♦Sir  WILLIAM  HARCOURT  (Mon 
mouthshire,  W.) :  I  am  sure  the  House 
has  listened  with  great  interest  and  in- 
struction to  the  information  which  the 
hon.  Member  has  given  us  as  to  the  pro- 
cess of  conversion  which  has  overtaken 
all  classes  of  the  agricultural  interest. 
I  hope  we  may  regard  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber in  the  words  of  the  poet, 
as  "the  Knight  of  the  Shire,  who 
represents  them  aU."  Sitting  on  his  left 
are  two  distinguished  representatives  of 
the  agricultiual  industry — the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  the  Newport  division  of  Shrop- 
shire, whom  we  often  hear  on  agricultural 
subjects,  and  the  hon.  Member  the  Mem- 
ber for  Epping.  I  am  sure  they  will  both 
support  this  Bill.  Behind  him  is  another 
representative  of  the  agricultural  interest, 
the  Member  for  the  county  in  which  I 
have  the  pleasure  of  residing.  He 
generally  expresses  the  views  of  the 
agricultural  interest,  and  will,  I  hope, 
support  the  Bill.  If  that  is  so  we  have 
ample  time  this  afternoon  to  pass  it. 
Who  is  going  to  oppose  it,  when,  after  an 
experience  of  three  or  four  years,  even 
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the  agricultural  laboui*er  is  converted  to 
a  measure  which  is  in  favour  of  himself. 
I  can  remember  questions  in  which  the 
process  of  conversion  of  particular  classes 
of  the  community  occupied  even  longer 
than  three  years.  There  is  only  one 
body  in  this  House  whose  conversion  is 
required,  and  that  is  Her  Majesty's 
Government.  We  have  heard  the  views 
of  the  agricultural  interest  and  the  views 
of  other  interests,  and  it  is  only  right 
that  we  should  hear  the  views  of  Her 
Majesty's  Government,  and  then  we  shall 
pass  this  Bill  with  acclamation,  and  you, 
Sir,  will  announce  that  it  has  been  passed 
nerrUne  corUradicetUe,  There  is  no  argu- 
ment which  can  be  advanced  for  except- 
ing the  agricultural  labourer.  Machinery 
is  now  used  to  a  great  extent  even  in  Eng- 
land for  agricultural  purposes,  and  it  has 
long  been  employed  in  Scotland,  and 
lirbility  to  accidents  is,  therefore,  just  as 
great  as  in  other  trades.  There  can  be 
no  rational  ground  of  opposition,  unless 
it  be  the  opposition  of  a  preponderate 
interest  to  apply  an  equal  rule  to  all 
classes  of  the  community  in  this  respect. 
I  do  not  know  whether  the  process  of 
conversion  on  questions  of  this  kind  takes 
place  more  easily  towards  the  end  rather 
than  at  the  beginning  of  a  Parliament. 
There  are  moments  when  men  think  very 
seriously  of  life,  and  that  is  when  thev 
are  approaching  its  end.  But  though 
a  death-bed  repentance  is,  perhaps,  not  as 
good  as  a  repentance  in  earher  years, 
still,  at  all  events,  it  is  valuable.  The 
views  I  desire  to  hear  are  the 
views  of  the  Gk)vemment.  The  Home 
Secretary,  though  not  an  agricultural 
Member— [Sir  M.  Whtfe  Ridley  :  Oh, 
yes,  i  am.]  At  all  events,  he  is  a 
personal  representative  of  agriculture  to 
a  large  extent.  He  is  one  of  the  great 
landowners  of  this  coimtry,  and  we 
should  like  to  hear  in  that  capacity,  as 
well  as  in  his  official  capacity,  his  views  on 
this  Bill.  I  only  desire  to  make  a  few 
brief  remarks,  becau^  I  do  not  want  to 
waste  time.  We  have  heard  the  opinion 
of  the  agricultural  interest,  and  if  we  only 
hear  the  official  opinion  of  the  Home 
Secietary  in  the  same  sense  we  shall  be 
.satisfied,  we  shall  pass  this  Bill  and  go 
home  rejoicing, 

The  secretary  of  STATE  for 
THE  HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Sir  M, 
White  Ridley,  Lancashire,  Blackpool) : 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  has  been  very 

Sir  fFilliam  Harcourt, 


jocular  about  death-bed  repentances  and 
about  conversions,  and  he  apparently 
wishes  the  House  to  believe  that  when 
the  Government  introduced  the  Work- 
men's Ckimpensation  Bill  in  1897  they 
were  not  in  favour  of  extending  the  prin- 
ciple of  it  to  all  trades.  When  the 
GK>vernment  introduced  the  Bill  it  was 
admittedly  as  an  experiment.  It  was  a 
new  departure  unknown  to  the  law  of 
this  country,  and  very  inacceptable  to 
many  persons  from  a  legal  as  well  as  a 
political  point  of  view.  When  intro- 
ducing the  Bill  we  explained  that  it  in- 
volved momentous  consequences,  and  that 
we  thought  it  would  be  ss^er  if  we  applied 
it  only  to  those  industries  in  the  country 
in  which  the  greatest  niunber  of  accidents 
occurred,  and  where  there  was  a  greater 
possibility  of  effecting  insurance  to  cover 
the  risk  which  would  necessarily  fall  cm 
the  employer.  We  always  have  said — I 
myself  said  it,  and  my  right  hon.  friend 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies, 
who  was  so  much  responsible  for  the  Bill, 
also  said  it — that  when  the  Bill  had  been 
tested  by  experience  in  this  country  the 
Government  hoped  they  would  have  an 
opportunity  of  proposing  its  extension. 
One  hon.  Gentleman  in  this  House  par> 
ticularly  represents  seamen.  There  is  a 
very  much  heavier  rate  of  accident 
among  seamen  than  among  agricultural 
labourers,  but  I  said  we  should  require 
a  separate  Act  of  Parliament,  as  we 
could  not  deal  in  one  Bill  with  seamen 
and  other  industries,  but  I  hope  the 
time  will  come,  as  I  believe  it  will  come, 
when  the  same  principle  will  be  employed 
to  seamen  also.  But  that  is  in  the  future. 
I  was  very  glad  to  hear  from  the  hon. 
Gentleman  who  moved  the  Second  Read- 
ing of  this  Bill,  that  the  working  of  the 
Act  of  1897  has  been  in  the  main  so 
beneficial  to  the  industries  to  which  it  has 
been  applied,  that  the  agricultural  interest 
now  seek  to  have  it  extended  to  thenu 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  opposite  said 
that  it  took  a  long  time  to  convert  the 
agricultural  labourer,  but  it  was  not  the 
agricultural  labourer  who  had  to  be  con- 
verted, but  the  employer  of  the  labourer 
who  would  have  to  bear  the  brunt  of  this 
legislation,  and  I  think  the  employer  was 
quite  right  to  look  after  his  own  interests^ 
and  when  a  novel  procedure  of  this  kind 
was  introduced  and  a  new  responsibility 
was  thrown  upon  him,  he  was  bound  to 
consider  the  liability  and,  speaking  com- 
mercially, to  see  how  much  in  the  L  it 
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meant  to  him.  That  was  the  reason  why 
there  were  a  considerable  number  of 
agricultural  Members  in  this  House  who, 
in  1897,  while  desiring  to  see  the  Bill 
of  that  year  extended  to  agricultural 
labourers,  still  desired — and  the  Grovern- 
ment  and  the  majority  of  the  House 
agreed — that  the  Bill  should  in  the  first 
instance  only  be  applied  to  those  interests 
which  were  included  in  it.  We  are  in  a 
verjr  different  position  now  from  that  in 
which *we  were  in  1897.  As  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  opposite  said  the  other  day,  we 
have  learned  a  good  deal  since  then,  and 
whereas  we  then  introduced  a  new  prin- 
ciple which  frightened  a  good  many 
employers  of  labour,  it  has  now  been 
found  that  it  is  possible  to  meet  the 
liability  by  a  comparatively  light  pre- 
mium for  insurance,  and  it  has  been 
proved  beyond  controversy  that  a  very 
considerable,  boon  has  been  bestowed  by 
Parliament  upon  the  working  men  of  this 
country  who  came  within  the  provisions 
of  the  Act.  After  three  years  experience 
we  are  able  to  state  now,  and  1  think 
some  credit  might  be  taken  to  the  Govern- 
ment for  it,  that  in  introducing  this  prin- 
ciple to  a  very  large  number  of  labourers 
— nearly  one-half  of  the  labouring  popu- 
lation of  this  country — we  have  effected 
a  very  considerable  social  reform.  Under 
these  circumstances,  of  course,  the  Govern- 
ment are  prepared  to  support  this  Bill. 
I  cannot  conceive  anybody  objecting  to 
the  principle  of  this  Bill.  When  we 
come  to  the  details,  I  think  my  hon. 
friend  will  find  some  difficulty  in  regard 
to  the  definition  of  an  agricultural 
labourer.  I  am  not  aware  that  there  is 
any  statutory  definition.  In  the  Rating 
Act,  which  caused  so  much  feeling  in 
this  House  two  or  three  years  ago,  there 
was  a  definition  of  agricultural  land,  but 
a  definition  will  have  to  be  found  for 
the  agricultural  labourer,  otherwise  we 
shall  be  landed  in  difficulties  not 
much  less  than  those  which  now 
beset  the  courts  in  the  interpretation  of 
the  Act  of  1897.  As  to  the  general  ques- 
tion of  the  Amendment  of  that  Act,  I 
have  admitted  in  this  House  and  else- 
where that  there  has  been  considerable 
difficulty  in  its  interpretation,  but  I  do  not 
think  that  the  number  of  claims  which 
have  been  brought  before  tht;  courts  under 
the  Act  compare  unfavourably  with  those 
brought  imaer  the  Employers'  Liability 
Act  of  1880.  The  percentage  of  cases 
which  have  gone  to  the  Court  of  Appeal 


for  ultimate  decision  is  nothing  like  so> 
large  as  under  the  Act  of  1880,  and  if  it 
were  possible  to  get  the  figures  of  the 
claims  which  have  been  settled  out  of 
court,  I  think  it  would  be  found  that  a 
very  infinitesimal  proportion  of  the 
number  of  claims  under  the  Act  of  1897 
have  been  adjudicated  on.  There  is  no 
doubt,  however,  that  the  Court  of  Appeal 
has  been  muuh  occupied  with  some  of  the 
legal  questions  which  have  arisen  under 
the  Act.  There  is  no  doubt,  owing  to* 
one  or  two  recent  decisions  which  have 
been  given,  that  in  some  respects  the  Act 
does  not  appear  to  do  for  certain  classes 
of  labourers  that  which  unquestionably  it 
was  the  desire  of  the  promoters  of  the 
Bill  should  be  done  for  them.  Therefore^ 
I  think  that  there  will  be  before  long  a 
case  for  the  revision  of  the  Act ;  and  I 
will  go  further  and  say  that  the  question^ 
of  the  extension  of  the  provisions  of  the 
Act,  apart  from  its  extension  to- 
the  agricultural  laboiu'er,  is  intimately 
bound  up  with  the  construction 
of  the  Act  itself.  There  are  such  ques- 
tions as  to  the  30  feet  limit — a  limit 
which  was  taken  for  the  purpose  of  con- 
venience from  the  Factory  Act,  in  order 
to  make  the  measure  clearly  imdei-stood 
not  only  by  lawyers,  but  by  those  whom 
it  directly  affected,  and  also  for  the  pur- 
pose of  providing  machinery  which  would 
be  inteUigible.  Questions  of  that  kind 
are  intimately  bound  up  with  questions 
on  the  amendment  of  the  law.  When  I 
am  asked  whether  the  Government  are 
prepared  to  introduce  a  Bill  to  amend  and 
extend  this  Act,  1  can  only  say,  consider- 
ing the  circumstances  of  the  present  ses- 
sion, that  the  time  is  scarcely  ripe,  either 
for  introducing  an  amending  Bill  or  ai^ 
extending  Bill.  But  when  we  are  simply 
asked  to  extend  to  the  agricultural 
labourer  this  Act,  1  can  only  say  that  the 
Gk)vemment  are  prepared  to  assent  to 
the  Second  Reading. 

♦Mr.  TENNANT  (Berwickshire)  :  May 
I  be  allowed  to  congratulate  the  Govern- 
ment on  their  support  of  this  Bill  X  Un- 
like the  hon.  Member  for  Thirsk,  I  was 
one  of  those  who  voted  for  the  inclusion 
of  the  agricultural  labourer  in  the  Bill  of 
1897,  and  1  maintain  vnth  a  degree  of 
logic  greater  than  his,  that  1  was  right 
then  and  that  1  am  right  now.  I  want 
to  ask  the  Home  Secretary  a  question. 
Allusion  has  been  made  to  the  case  of  a 
man  injured  by  a  threshing  machine,  and 
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to  that  man  receiving  compensation  under 
the  Compensation  Act.  In  my  humble 
judgment  that  is  bad  law.  I  would  ask 
whether  ^  man  who  is  injured  in  a  barn 
where  com  is  bein^  threshed  by  a  machine, 
which  corn  was  ultimately  sold,  does  not 
<5ome  within  the  definition  of  the  Act  by 
the  fact  that  he  is  preparing  an  article  for 
iMile  "  by  steam,  water,  or  other  mechani- 
cal power."  I  brought  the  case  before 
the  Attorney  General,  and  his  opinion 
was  that  such  a  man  would  not  be  in- 
cluded within  the  Act.  The  right  hon. 
Geatlemaii  said  he  thought  there  might 
be  a  difficulty  in  describing  what  was  an 
agricultural  labourer.  I  believe  that  a 
definition  of  an  agricultural  labourer  will  be 
found  in  the  Employers  and  Workmen  Act, 
or  in  the  Truck  Act  of  1831.  The  argu- 
ment which  was  advanced  in  1897  that 
there  were  no  accidents  in  agriculture, 
and  the  further  argument  that  the 
farmers  could  not  afford  to  pay  for  insur- 
ance, have  now  been  abandoned,  and  the 
agricultural  labourer  is  to  be  admitted  to 
the  benefits  of  the  Act. 

Colonel  KENYON-SLANEY  (Shrop- 
shire, Newport) :  The  inclusion  of  the 
agricultural  labourer  in  the  Act  of  1897 
was  opposed  mainly  on  the  ground  that 
farmers  had  very  little  time  given  to 
them  in  which  to  make  the  necessary 
arrangements  for  insurance.  If  the  agri- 
cultural labourer  were  included  in  1897 
the  Act  would  be  looked  upon  with  distrust 
and  suspicion,  whereas  now  it  is  accepted 
oheerfully  and  with  a  determination  to 
<5arry  it  out  in  the  best  spirit.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
West  Monmouthshire  has  hinted  that 
«ome  of  us  in  supporting  this  measure 
are  looking  forwanl  to  possible  political 
events  ;  and  I  should  like  to  clear  myself 
from  any  such  imputation.  No  sooner 
was  the  Act  of  1897  passed  than  I  turned 
my  attention  to  making  arrangements 
that  every  single  man  employed  by  me 
should  obtain  benefits  similar  to  those  in 
the  Act.  I  am  glad  to  say  that  for  some 
time  past  every  single  man  in  my  employ 
in  any  capacity  has  been  standing  on  the 
level  of  those  who  come  under  the  pur- 
view of  the  Act.  Therefore  it  is  fair  to 
suppose  that,  while  some  of  us  considered 
it  was  necessary  to  support  the  exclusion 
of  agricultural  labourers  before,  we 
acknowledged  that  as  soon  as  the  right 
time  came  we  would  be  anxious  to  include 
them,  and    that    in    the    meantime    we 
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were  doing  our  best  to  bring  about  a 
state  of  feeling  in  the  country  to 
make  that  inclusion  as  easy  as  possible. 
Now,  there  will  and  must  always  remain 
some  chance  of  individual  cases  of  hard- 
ship in  the  working  out  of  the  Act,  and 
when  we  come  to  discuss  details  it  will  be 
necessary  to  do  what  we  can  to  obviate 
the  possibility  of  individual  hardship, 
and  to  secure  that  the  Act  shall  work 
smoothly.  It  will  be  in  the  recollection 
of  hon.  Members  -  that  there  is  grow- 
ing up  amongst  agricultural  labourerB 
a  keen  sense  of  their  position  and 
a  desire  to  be  put  on  all  fours 
with  their  brothers  in  the  factories 
and  workshops  in  our  cities.  That  is  a 
feeling  which  we  have  not  the  slightest 
wish  to  stifle.  The  terms  that  would 
have  been  asked  from  the  farmers  when 
the  original  Act  was  passed  to  enable 
them  to  insure  their  labourers  would  have 
been  extremely  onerous,  and  would  have 
weighed  very  heavily  on  the  farmers. 
Speaking  from  personal  experience,  I  can 
say  that  these  teims  are  now  light  and 
easy,  and  can  be  arranged  so  as  to  work 
without  any  undue  weight  on  the  em- 
ployers of  labour.  How  far  the  term 
**  agricultural  labourer  "  is  to  be  defined  1 
do  not  know,  but  I  do  hope  the  definition 
will  be  as  generous  as  possible,  and  that 
wo  shall  not  be  afraid  to  include  kindred 
occupations.  I  have  no  doubt  whatever 
that  in  the  term  "  agricultural  labourer  " 
every  woodman,  gateman,  groom,  or  any 
man  employed  aljout  a  country  house  can 
be  included.  I  venture  to  say  this,  because 
the  Bill  has  the  hearty  support  of  the 
bulk  of  the  hon.  Members  on  both  sides 
of  the  House  who  wish  to  see  fair  play 
done. 

Sir  JAMES  JOICEY  (Durham, 
Choster-le-Street) :  I  wish  to  join  in 
congratulating  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment in  supporting  this  Bill.  I  am  glad 
to' find  that  those  who  took  an  interest  in 
the  debates  in  1897,  in  this  House,  have 
begun  to  admit  that  chere  was  some 
injustice  in  that  Bill,  and  are  now 
prepared  to  accept  the  Bill  under  dis9- 
cussion,  and  to  grant  to  agricultural 
labourers  the  benefits  of  the  Workmen's 
Compensation  Act.  I  agree  with  an 
hon.  Member  who  said  that  the  time  was 
scarcely  come  yet  for  realising  all  the 
effects  of  the  Act  passed  in  1897.  I 
believe  as  experience  is  developed  it  will 
be  found   that   that  Act  has  conferred 
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immense  benefits  upon    those  who  par- 
ticipate in  it.     I  quite  admit  that  there 
were  very  great  difficulties  indeed  when 
the  Act  was  passed,  because  it  adopted  an 
altogether  new  principle  of  compensation, 
and  it  was  wise  in  the  first  instance  to 
take    special    precautions    in     order    tt» 
prevent  any  ill  effects  from  the  measure. 
but     speaking    as     one    who    has    had 
as  much  experience  as  any  Member  of 
this  House  of  the  working  of  the  Act,  I 
am  bound  to  say  many  of  the  dangers 
which  were   anticipated    have    certamly 
not  arisen.     So  far  as  the  Act  has  been 
worked  in  Northumberland  and  Durham, 
we  have  had  extremely  few  cases  of  liti- 
gation.    That  is  owing,  not  to  the  clear- 
ness of  the  Act  itself,  but  entirely  to  the 
common  sense  of  the  people  in  the  North 
of  England,    who    endeavour    to    adapt 
themselves   to  any  measure  which  this 
House  passes.  If  the  interesting  method  in 
which  this  Bill  has  been  dealt  with  in  the 
North  of  England  were  considered  I  think 
it    would    be    agreed  that  the  common 
sense  of  employers    and  workmen    has 
made  up  to  a  large  extent  for  the  de- 
ficiencies in  the  Act  itself.     Committees 
have  been  formed,   consisting   of   three 
workmen  and  three  employers,  the  secre- 
tary   and   the    solicitor  of  the  miners' 
union,  and  the  secretary  and  solicitor  of 
the    employers'    association,     and    it    is 
remarkable   how  many  cases  which  ap- 
peared to  be  extremely  difficult  have  l)eeu 
settled  by  this  most  excellent  arbitration 
clause.     I  cannot  but  agree  with  the  hon. 
Gentleman  below  me  who  supported  the 
inclusion    of    agricultural     labourers    in 
1897.     I  voted  for  that  Amendment,  and 
so  far  as   I  am  concerned  I  have  never 
seen  any  reason  whatever  why  all  work- 
men of  whatever  class  should  not  be  put 
on    exactly    the    same    footing    as    the 
favoured  workmen  who  have  hitherto  had 
the  benefit  of  this  Act.     1  cannot  see  why 
one  law   should  affect  one  part  of  the 
population    and  not  another.     The  only 
proper  way  to  legislate  is  to  deal  with 
every  person  alike.  I  most  heartily  welcome 
the  support  of  the  Government  to  this 
Bill ;   and  I  trust  that  the  Government 
will  not  be  satisfied  with  including  only 
agricultural  labourers,  but  that  the  time 
is  not   far   distant  when    every   class  of 
workmen  will  be  included. 

Sir  SAMUEL  HOAKE  (Norwich): 
The  hon.  Baronet  who  has  just  sat  down 
explained  that   the  reason   why  many  in 


1897  felt  a  difficiJty  as  to  the  inclusion 
of  agricultural  labourers  in  the  Workmen's 
Compensation  Act    was  the  dread  that 
serious  consequences  would  result  there- 
from to  the  trades  and  industries  in  which 
they  were  interested.     Is  it  wonderful,, 
then,  that  those  interested  in  the  great 
industry  of  agriculture,  which  at  that  time 
was  suffering  from  depression,   felt  great 
anxiety  also  in  the  matter  1    We  had  no 
idea  that  the   liability    to   be  incurred 
would    be    anything    like    so    small    as 
experience  has  shown  us  it  is.     The  hon. 
Baronet  frankly  stated  that  he  had  fears 
that  very  serious  grievances  would  arise 
from  the  passing  of  the  Act,  but  he  has 
told  us  that  these  have  been  very  happily 
disappointed.     We    had    equally  strong 
anxiety  about  our  industry,  but  we  have 
now  found   that  to    insure  against   our 
liabilities  is  not-  the  heavy  burden  which 
we  were  afraid  in  1897  it  would  be.     My 
hon.  friend  the  Member  for  Shropshire 
has  alluded  to  the  fact  that,  though  the 
agricultural   labourer  was  not  included, 
he  felt,  as  I  have  felt,  that  it  was  our  duty 
as  far  as  our  own  labourers  were   con- 
cerned, to  give   them  equal  security  in 
case  of  accident  as  those  engaged  in  more 
dangerous  trades.     I  found  that  in  order 
to  meet  all  the  liabilities  under  the  Act 
an   insurance   of  Ss.    6d.  per  £100  was 
sufficient ;  but  I  also  found  that  by  paying 
5s.    per    XI 00   wages   I    could  get  m}'' 
labourers  far  greater  benefits   than   the 
Workmen's  Compensation  Act  would  give 
them,  for  instead  of  the  benefits  accruing 
a  fortnight  after  the  accident,  as   under 
the  Act,  they  received  the  benefit  imme- 
diately, the  very  time  when  a  man  most 
needs  it.      I   therefore  insured  all  my 
labourers.     I  re-eoho  the  hope  of  my  hon. 
and  gallant  friend  that  the  definition  of 
agricultural  labourer  shall  not  be  made 
too  narrow,  but  should  include  gardeners, 
woodmen,  keepers,  and  all  the  workmen 
about  an  estate.     I  have  experienced  the 
advantages    of     this    insurance    myself. 
One  of  my  own  labourers  suffered  from 
an  accident,  and  when  I  communicated 
with  the  office  with  which  I  carry  on  all 
.  my  insurances  I  received  a  letter  at  once, 
I  stating  that  the  man  was  to  be  paid  78. 
per  week  so  long  as  he  was  unable  to 
-  work.    1  had  the  pleasure  of  taking  dowa 
to  the  poor  fellow  the  first  78.,  and  when  I 
saw  the  great  advantage  it  was  to  him,  and 
the  great  pleasure  it  gave  him  when  T 
'  handed  him  the  money,  I  felt  convinced 
that  this  was  a  benefit  which  ought  to  be 
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civen  to  all  engaged  in  agricultural  in- 
dustry. I  am  not  surprised  to  hear  that 
the  Government  will  give  their  willing 
support  to  the  Second  Reading  of  the  Bill. 
I  always  understood  that  it  was  their 
desire,  after  the  experiment  of  the  Act 
of  1897  had  been  fairly  tried,  to  extend 
the  advantages  of  that  Bill  to  other  occu- 
pations. I  am  glad  we  have  made  the 
advance  to  agricultural  labourers;  and 
speaking  as  a  Member  for  a  great  borough, 
I  am  quite  sure  that  the  labourers  in  our 
industrial  centres  will  be  rejoiced  that  the 
benefits  of  the  Compensation  Act  are  to 
he  extended  to  a^-icultural  labourers. 

♦Mr.  F.  W.  WILSON  (Mid  Norfolk) : 
There  is  no  doul>t  that  the  agricultural 
labourers  strongly  resent  their  exclusion 
Irom  the  Workmen's  Compensation  Act. 
Since  the  Act  was  passed  I  have  taken 
part  in  many  meetings  in  Norfolk  con- 
nected with  vacancies  in  this  House,  and 
the  labourers  have  always  shown  a  very 
keen  desire  to  be  placed  on  an  equality 
with  other  workmen  in  regard  to  com- 
pensation for  injuries.  The  strength  of 
their  opinions  has  been  pretty  clearly 
shown  by  the  recent  bye-elections,  and  I 
am  glad  to  think  that  the  result  has 
so  keenly  whetted  the  appetite  of  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite  for  this  reform. 
When  I  had  the  pleasure  in  1897 
of  seconding  the  Amendment  for  the 
inclusion  of  agricultural  labourers,  very 
few  hon.  Members  on  the  Government 
side  of  the  House  followed  me  into  the 
lobby,  but  now  we  find  a  cordial  and  de- 
lightful unanimity.  Farmers  were  alarmed 
wben  this  measure  was  first  brought  for- 
ward, but  they  have  become  acclimatised  to 
it,  and  the  offers  of  the  insurance  societies 
have  put  them  completely  at  their  ease. 
I  have  worked  out  what  the  insurance 
costs,  and  it  cpmes  to  rather  less  than  a 
|)enny  per  acre.  Recent  legislation  has 
relieved  them  of  6d.  to  9d.  per  acre  in 
rates,  and  I  think  it  only  fair  and  an  act 
of  justice,  that  they  should  give  a  penny 
of  that  to  the  insui-ance  of  their  labourers 
against  the  accidents  to  which  they  are 
liable. 

Colonel  LOCKWOOD  (Essex,  Ep- 
ping  :  I  voted  against  the  inclusion  of  the 
agricultural  labourer  in  the  Workmen's 
Compensation  Act,  1  admit.  I  do  not 
«ay  I  have  been  converted  at  all.  [An 
Hon.  Member  :  "  Hear !  hear  !  "]  I  will 
not  split  terms  with  the  hon.  Gentleman ; 
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but  at  all  events  I  have  done  as  other 
hon.  Members  have  done :  I  have  changed 
my  opinion.  And  my  reason  for  doing 
so  in  company  with  the  hon.  Baronet  the 
Member  for  Chester-le-Street  is,  that 
while  we  voted  against  the  Bill,  it  was 
because  we  did  not  think  the  Bill  had  been 
sufficiently  tried,  and  further  because  we 
did  not  know  what  the  consequences 
would  bo.  We  did  not  know  and  could 
not  find  out  from  any  insurance  office 
what  the  terms  would  be  on  which  we 
could  insure  any  labourer.  As  a  coal- 
owner  I  was  terrified  by  the  accounts 
given  me  by  exports  as  to  the  cost,  if  the 
Workmen's  Compensation  Bill  came  into 
law.  I  went  to  my  right  hon. 
friend  the  Colonial  Secretary,  and 
asked  him  his  opinion,  for  on  many 
previous  occasions  he  had  been 
right.  Well,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
proved  to  me  that  the  fears  of  the  coal 
j  owners  were  very  much  exaggerated,  and 
that  the  Bill  would  not  injure  them  at  all. 
And  we  have  found  that  to  be  the  case. 
Farmers  did  show  a  great  dislike  to  the 
inclusion  of  their  labourers  in  the  Bifl. 
They  object  to  any  burden  laid  on  the 
land.  Now,  Conservatives  and  Unionists 
have  done  a  great  deal  for  the  farmers  in 
the  past  —  [Hon.  Members  :  "  Hear ! 
hear  !  ] — and  they  believed  us  when  we 
went  amongst  them,  and  pointed  out 
that  to  include  agricultural  labourers  in 
the  Act  could  not  possibly  hurt,  but 
actually  benefit  them.  I  believe  it  is 
greatly  owing  to  the  way  in  which  Con- 
servative and  Unionist  Members,  whom 
they  recognise  as  true  friends,  have 
spoken  to  the  farmers,  that  they  have 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  there  is  no 
danger  in  it.  If  that  doctrine  had  been 
preached  to  the  farmers  entirely  by  hon. 
Gentlemen  on  the  other  side  of  the 
House,  I  do  not  believe  their  conversion 
would  have  been  so  rapid.  As  regards 
the  rates  of  insurance  being  extremely 
light,  I  may  say  I  have  insured  every 
person  in  my  employ.  I  have  been  told  by 
the  secretary  of  an  insurance  office  that 
should  the  system  come  into  general  play 
the  rate  of  3s.  6:1.  would  be  reduced  to 
23.,  which  I  think  is  as  low  as  it  can 
possibly  go.  I  expected  all  along, 
if  we  were  fortunate  enough  to 
obtain  a  good  place  in  the  ballot  for  the 
Bill,  that  we  should  succeed  in  obtaining 
the  support  of  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment ;  and  that  support  has  been  cheer- 
fully given.     Hon.  Members  on  this  side 
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of  the  House  have  always  found  that,  when 
we  introduced  a  good  private  Bill,  we  in- 
variably succeeded  in  obtaining  the 
support  of  Her  Majesty's  Government.  I 
hope  the  Government  will  assist  us  in 
passing  this  measure  by  referring  it  to 
the  Grand  Committee  on  Trade  and 
Agriculture.  As  time  goes  on  we  shall 
find  party  differences  sink  into  oblivion, 
and  the  agricultural  labourers  will  dis- 
cover that  this  side  of  the  House  has 
never  been  forgetful  of  them. 

Mr.  HAVELOGK  WILSON  (Middles- 
brough) :  I  am  glad  that  the  Govern- 
ment have  decided  to  support  this 
measure.  I  was  very  pleased  indeed  that 
the  Home  Secretarv  held  out  some  hope 
of  extending  the  Act  to  the  sea-faring 
community.  I  am  sorry  that  no  Amend- 
ment cin  be  moved  on  this  Bill  which 
would  bring  seamen  within  its  scope ;  but 
I  trust  when  a  Bill  of  a  similar  kind  applic- 
able to  seamen  is  introduced  shortly,  hon. 
Members  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
House  wiU  give  it  the  same  support  as 
they  have  given  to  this  Bill. 

Sir.  W.  THORBURN  (Peebles  and 
Selkirk) :  Farmers  in  Scotland,  according 
to  the  custom  of  the  country,  pay  the 
wages  of  their  labourers  in  case  of  acci- 
dents, and,  therefore,  if  the  Bill  is 
extended  to  Scotland  they  will  be  no 
worse  off  than  now.  In  the  district  I 
represent,  and  also  in  Roxburghshire,  the 
manufacturers  have  formed  a  mutual 
insurance  company  in  connection  with  the 
Ck)mpensation  Act.  When  we  first  of  all 
applied  to  various  insurance  companies,  as 
much  as  7s.  6d.  per  J&IOO  of  wages  was 
asked  as  a  premium.  The  lowest  offer  we 
had  was  Is.  6d.  We  then  got  up  this 
mutual  insurance  company,  and  com- 
menced by  charging  2s.  6d.,  a  rate  which 
we  found  to  pay  very  well.  Since  the 
operation  of  the  Act  we  have  had  only 
one  claim,  and  that  was  settled  to  the 
satisfaction  of  both  parties.  In  regard  to 
agricultural  labourers,  the  premium  >vill 
come  to  a  great  deal  less.  Accidents  in 
the  agricultural  districts  are  very  few, 
and  I  oelieve  that  if  the  farmers  of  Scot 
land,  through  some  central  body,  such  as 
the  Scottish  Farmers'  Association^  get  up 
a  mutual  insurance  company,  in  a  very 
short  time  a  rate  of  something  like  Is.  in 
^100  will  be  sufficient  to  meet  all  the 
accidents  that  occur.  The  hon.  Baronet 
the  Member  for  Chester-le-Street  spoke 


of  including  all  classes  of  workmen  under 
the  Compensation  Act.  I  quite  agree  with 
him,  and  I  hope  that,  as  many  hon.  Gentle- 
men have  expressed  the  desire  that  the 
definition  of  agricultural  labourer  should 
not  be  drawn  too  narrowly,  a  consider- 
able amount  of  latitude  will  be  allowed 
in  defining  those  who  are  to  come  under 
the  operation  of  the  Bill.  I  thank  the 
Home  Secretary  sincerely  for  giving  his 
assent  to  the  Bill,  which  will  afford  great 
satisfaction  to  the  great  body  of  agricul- 
tural labourers. 

♦Mr.  JEFFREYS  (Hampshire,  N.) :  My 
right  hon.  friend  the  Member  for  West 
Monmouthshire  twitted  us  very  fairly  on 
our  change  of  opinion  on  this  subject.  I 
should  prefer  to  call  it  a  gradual  develop- 
ment. I  have  no  hesitation  in  sajring  that 
the  farmers  opposed  the  inclusion  of 
agricultural  labourers  in  the  Compensa- 
tion Act,  because  they  thought  it  would 
increase  the  burdens  on  them  at  a  time 
when  they  could  hardly  bear  the  burdens 
already  imposed.  When  the  original  Bill 
was  introduced  it  was  thought  that  the 
insurance  would  cost  10s.  6d.  per 
£100  of  wages.  According  to  my 
hon.  friend  who  introduced  the  Bill  this 
afternoon,  2s.  6d.  or  3s.  6d.  was 
enough.  Of  course  there  is  a  great 
difference  between  these  figures.  A 
farmer  might  be  justly  afraid  of  a  half- 
guinea  tax,  and  yet  acquiesce  in  the  Bill  if 
he  found  it  was  so  small  as  half-a-crown. 
An  hon.  Gentleman  had  said  that  the 
exclusion  of  agricultiual  labourers  from 
the  Bill  drove  them  out  of  the  villages 
into  the  towns.  I  never  heard  of  such 
a  case,  and  I  really  think  it  is  great 
exaggeration.  If  he  had  said  that  ifyou 
gave  the  labourers  good  cottages  and 
good  gardens,  that  would  induce  them  to 
remain  in  the  villages,  it  would  have  been 
much  more  to  the  purpose.  If  the  Act  is 
altered  and  simplified  so  that  the  labourers 
will  have  some  easy  mode  of  getting  com- 
pensation whenever  any  accident  occurs, 
it  would  have  my  support.  If  the  desire 
has  been  created  in  the  agricultural 
labourers  to  come  under  the  Act  it  must 
have  been  because  they  were  told  what 
an  immense  advantage  it  would  be  to 
them.  I  only  hope  they  will  not  be  dis- 
appointed. I  find  that  the  Act  of  1897 
has  been  most  fruitful  in  litigation.  In 
December,  1899,  there  was  an  article  la  The 
Times  which  said  that  of  all  the  sources  of 
litigation  known,  the  Workmen's  Act  of 
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1897  had,  in  the  two  years  of  its  exist- 
ence, been  the  most  fruitful  in  modem 
times,  and  probably  surpassed  in  that 
respect  the  Act  of  1881.  Applications 
for  arbitration  were  pouring  into  the 
County  Courts  by  hundreds,  and  even 
thousands,  and  nothing  short  of  fresh 
legislation  could  bring  order  out  of  this 
chaos.  I  approve,  however,  of  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  Bill,  and  I  hope  that  the 
Home  Secretary  and  the  law  officers  of 
the  Crown  will  take  care  that  such 
amendments  are  made  in  Committee  as 
will  prevent  litigation.  I  do  not  believe 
we  would  be  doing  any  good  to  the  agri- 
cultural labourers  in  brining  them  under 
the  Bill  if  it  threw  them  mto  litigation. 

Lord  WILLOUGHBY  DE  ERESBY 
(Lincolnshire,  Homcastle) :  I  am  exceed- 
ingly pleased    at    the    unanimity    \vith 
which  the  Bill  has  been  received  to-day, 
and  there  seems  a  good  prospect  of  its 
being  passed  into  law  withm  a  short  time. 
I  am  also  exceedingly  pleased  that  Gentle- 
men on  this  side  of  the  House  represent- 
ing   agricultural  constituencies    see  the 
benefit  which  will  accrue  to  labourers  and 
farmers  if  this  Bill  becomes  law.  Further, 
I  am  pleased  to  see  that  there  is  now 
some  great  anxiety  amon^  hon.  Gentle- 
men opposite  that  it  should  become  law. 
I  was  rather  afraid  that  there  would  not 
be  unanimity  in  that  quarter,  for  I  do  not 
think  I  am  wrong  in  stating  that  a  Bill 
of  this  kind  has  not  been  proposed  by 
any  hon.  Gentleman  opposite,  and  those 
who  have  been  trying  to  get  this  Bill 
passed  have  not  received  much  support 
from  them.      I  am  glad,  however,  that 
unanimity  appears  to  reign  at  last  in  the 
House,  and  that  in  a  short  time  the  Bill 
will  become  law.      I  believe  that  it  wOl 
be  of  benefit,  not  only  to  the  labourers 
but  to  the  farmers.      The  view  I  have 
always  taken  is  that  the  farmers  were  not 
averse  to  paying  for  the  accidents  which 
occurred  on  the  farm,  so  long  as  other 
people  shared  the  burden.  Whatthefarmers 
did  object  to  was  that  when  accidents  hap- 
pened in  other  industries,  such  as  colliery 
explosions,  they  had  to  contribute  to  a 
rate  for  compensation,  while  the  farmers 
had  to  compensate  their  own   men.      1 
cannot  quite  agree  with  some  observa- 
tions   which     have    fallen     from     hon. 
Members  as  to  the  rates  of  insurance.     I 
can  only  hope  that  the  insurance  offices 
which  have  been  mentioned  as  willing  to 
insure  agricultural  laboiu*ers  at  the  small 
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rate  of  3s.  6d.  per  cent,  will  continue  to 
do  -so,  and  consider  that  that  is  a 
sufficient  premium.  My  own  experience 
is  different  from  that.  No  doubt  I  have 
been  "  done,"  and  I  have  had  to  pay  a  con- 
siderably higher  rate  of  insurance  than 
necessary.  1  cannot  agree  with  what  fell 
from  the  hon.  Member  for  Shropshire, 
that  the  small  rate  of  3s.  Gd.  will  cover 
the  insurance  of  all  classes  of  men 
engaged  in  estate  work.  I  do  not  wish 
it  to  go  down  to  the  farmers  of  the 
country  that  3s.  6d.  per  cent,  on  the 
wages  bill  is  enough.  I  am  afraid  the 
premium  will  be  higher ;  but  whether  it 
is  higher  or  lower,  I  am  certain  that  all 
farmers  in  the  country  who  are  worth 
anything  will  be  perfectly  willing  to  help 
those  men  who  are  injured  in  farming, 
and  that  they  will  support  this  Bill 

Mr.  ASQUITH  (Fife,  East) :  There  is 
not  the  slightest  difference  of  opinion  on 
this  side  of  the  House  as  to  the  desira- 
bility of  including  agricultural  labourers 
within  the  scope  of  legislation  of   this 
kind.     The  hon.  Member  for  Hampshire 
spoke  of  the    litigation  which    has    atr 
tended  the  interpretation  and  application 
of  the  Workmen's  Compensation  Act  of 
1897.     He  seems  to  think  we  were  con- 
ferring on  the  agricultural  labourer    a 
doubtful  boon  by  giving  him  a  chance  of 
embarking  on  proceedings  of  that  kind. 
I  must  honestly  say  that  I  do  not  think 
the  amount  of  litigation  which  has  taken 
place  under  the   Act  of  1897,  large  and 
deplorable  as  it  is,  is  any  great  percentage 
of  the  number  of  accidents  which  have 
actually  occurred.     I  am  glad  that  the 
hon.  Gentleman  referred  to  it,  because  it 
enables  me  to  point  out  to  the  House 
what  is  the  real   cause  of  nine-tenths  of 
this  litigation.     It  is  the  manner  in  which 
the  Act  was    drawn,   because   the   Act 
made  a  series  of  artificial    distinctions 
between  the  different  categories  of    our 
workii^-class  population,  and  so  estab- 
lished illogical  compartments  which  have 
taxed  all  the  resources  of  Her  Majesty's 
judges  to  interpret.     That  is  one  of  the 
reasons  why  I  welcome  this  measure,  and 
I  am  very  glad  that  it  has  received  the 
approval  of  the  Government.     It  is,   at 
any  rate,  the  first  step  in  the  direction  of 
removing  the  illogical  anomalies  and  dip- 
tinctions  between  difterent  classes  of  our 
working   population — the  first  step  in  a 
series  of  steps  which  I  hope  will  ultimately 
be  taken  to  place  all  these  classes  on  the 
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same  level  and  within  the  scope  of  the  \ 
same  law.  As  the  unanimity  with  which 
this  proposal  has  been  received  this  after- 
noon has  been  contrasted  with  the  very  dif- 
ferent greeting  which  was  accorded  to  it 
only  three  ycarsago,may  I  remind  the  House 
that  at  that  time  the  arguments  which 
were  urged  against  the  inclusion*  of  the 
agricultural  population  within  the  scope 
of  the  law  were  two — first,  that  accidents 
in  agricultural  employment  were,  rela- 
tively speaking,  very  few  ;  and,  secondly, 
that  the  farmer  was,  as  a  rule,  a  man  of 
comparatively  small  means,  and  that, 
therefore,  to  him  the  burden  of  even  a 
single  accident  would  be  a  serious  matter. 
It  was  pointed  out  at  the  time  that  those 
two  arguments  to  a  very  large  extent 
neutralise  one  another,  because  if  the 
number  of  accidents  were  very  small  the 
burden  on  the  farmer  would  bo  propor- 
tionately small. 

Colonel  LOCKWOOD  :  There  was  a 
third  argument,  namely,  that  we  did  not 
know  how  the  Act  would  work. 

Mk.  ASQUITH  :  That  argument,  of 
course,  applied  equally  to  every  class  of 
worker  included  in  the  Bill,     I  am  very 

flad  that  the  second  of  the  two  arguments 
have  mentioned  has  been  frankly 
abandoned  this  afternoon,  and  as  regards 
the  first  argument,  as  to  the  comparative 
rarity  of  accidents  in  agricultural  employ- 
ment, I  hope  and  believe  it  is  now 
generally  recognised  that  it  does  not 
matter  in  the  least  to  the  injured  man 
whether  ho  belongs  to  a  trade  in  which 
the  percentage  of  accidents  is  fifty  or  one. 
The  case  of  a  man  who  has  lost  his 
finger  or  leg,  and  thereby  his  means  of 
livelihood,  is  equally  hard  whether  he 
belongs  to  a  trade  in  which  there  is  an 
accident  every  day  in  the  week  or 
only  one  day  in  the  year.  I  could 
never  see  that  there  was  any  element  of 
justice  or  common  sense  in  so  distinguish- 
ing between  dififerent  branches  of  our 
industrial  population.  I  am  heartily 
glad  to  see  the  manner  in  which  this  Bill 
has  l>een  received  by  the  House,  and  I 
trust  we  shall  not  stop  here,  but  proceed 
to  apply  the  principle  of  this  measure  in 
other  directions,  so  that  the  whole  of  our 
working  population  may  bo  included 
within  the  scope  of  the  law. 

Mu.  KEN  YON  (Lancashire,  Bury) :  I 
should  not  have  troubled  the  House  at 
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this  stage  but  for  the  remark  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  who  has  just  sat  down  as 
to  the  way  in  which  the  Act  of  1897  was 
drawn.  I  will  not  dispute  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman's  judgment,  but  I  have  had 
some  experience  of  the  practical  working 
of  the  Act  which  may  be  of  use  to  the 
House.  I  believe  a  very  large  proportion 
of  the  cases  which  have  l)een  -brought 
into  the  courts  have  arisen  from  the 
ridiculously  low  rates  of  premium  which 
some  of  the  insurance  companies  have 
charged.  In  one  case  it  was  stated  that 
one  shilling  per  cent,  only  had  been 
charged,  and  when  an  unfoi-tunate  acci- 
dent happened,  and  the  insurance  com- 
pany was  called  upon  to  pay,  they  dis- 
puted the  matter  at  every  turn,  and 
caused  a  great  deal  of  irritation  and 
annoyance,  which,  if  they  had  first  of  all 
charged  a  reasonable  premium,  might 
have  been  avoided.  It  is  better  to  pay  a 
little  more  and  have  a  satisfactory  settle- 
ment >vithout  wrangling. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  comm  it  ted 
to  the  Standing  Committee  on  Trade  ^  etc. 


COMPENSATION    FOR    DAMA(;E    TO 
CROPS    BILL. 

Order  for  Second  lieading  read. 

Motion  made  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
time." 

Mr.  WARNEK  (Staftbrdshire,  Lich- 
field) said  he  wanted  to  know  what  this 
Bill  was  about. 

Mr.  JEFFREYS  said  that  the  object 
of  the  Bill  was  simply  to  secure  to  farmers 
exactly  the  same  compensation  for  damage 
to  crops  from  the  sparks  of  railway  loco- 
motives as  was  now  obtained  in  the  case 
of  damage  caused  by  sparks  from  ordinary 
road  locomotives. 

Mr.  CALDWELL  ((Lanarkshire,  Mid) 
thought  it  was  a  little  too  much  to  ask 
the  House  to  agree  to  the  Second  Eeading 
of  such  a  Bill  with  explanation  of  such  a 
very  imperfect  character.  The  law  should 
not  be  extended  unless  a  very  good  cause 
was  made  out  for  a  change. 

3H 


1427 


Municipal  Trading  {COMMONS } 


( ^ommitiee. 


142'^ 


It  being  half-past  Five  of   the  clock, 
the  Debate  stood  adjourned. 


FRIFATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 


Debate  to  be  resumed  upon  Wednesday     GREAT  NORTHERN  RAILWAY  BILL. 
tiext. 

HARTLEPOOL  GAS  AND  WATER  BILL. 


BOILERS    REGISTRATION    AND    IN- 
SPECTION  (No.  2)    BILL. 

Order  for  Second  Reading  read,  and 
discharged. 

Eill  withdrawn. 


HIGHWAYS  AND  BRIDGES  ACT  (1891) 
AMENDMENT    BILL. 

Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

Clause  2  : — 

Committee  report  progress ;  to  sit 
again  To-morrow. 

COLONIAL  SOLICITORS  BILL. 

Second  Reading. 

Order  for  Second  Reading  proposed. 

Mr.  HEDDERWICK  (Wick  Burghs) : 
This  Bill  has,  I  believe,  the  support  of 
the  Colonial  Office.  It  provides  simply 
that  Solicitors  in  British  possessions 
should  have  the  same  facility  for  prac- 
tising here  as* British  solicitors  have  for 
practising  there. 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  committed 
for  to-morrow. 


MIDWIVES  (EXPENSES). 

Committee  to  consider  of  authonsing 
the  payment,  out  of  moneys  to  be  pro- 
vided oy  Parliament,  of  such  expenses  as 
the  Treasury  may  certify  to  have  been 
necessarily  incurred  by  the  General 
Medical  Council,  under  any  Act  of  the 
present  session,  to  secure  the  better 
training  of  niidwives,  and  to  regulate 
their  practice  ((<Jueen's  Recommendation 
wgnified),  to-morrow. — (Sir  John  GorsL) 

PUBLIC  PETITIONS  COMMITTEE. 

First  Report  brought  up,  and  read  ;  to 
lie  upon  im  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 


CHESHIRE  LINES  COMMITTEE  BILL. 

SPALDING  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 
(WATER)  BILL. 

WETHERBY  DISTRICT  WATER  BILL. 

Reported,  with  Amendments  ;  Reports 
to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 


MUNICIPAL  TRADING  COMMITTEE. 

On  the  motion  for  the  adjournment  of 
the  House — 

♦Sir  HENRY  FOWLER  (Wolverhamp- 
ton,  E.)  said  he  wished  to  ask  a  question 
with  reference  to  the  appointment  of  the 
Committee  on  Municipal  Trading.  The 
notice  for  the  appointment  of  that  Com- 
mittee appeared  on  the  Paper  almost 
every  day  during  the  last  session  of  Par- 
liament, and  at  the  close  of  the  session 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  pledged 
himself  that  he  would  move  the  appoint- 
ment of  that  Committee  early  this  session. 
It  was  a  most  important  question  affect- 
ing many  municipalities,  and  also  affect- 
ing legislation  now  before  the  House.  A 
motion  for  the  appointment  of  the  Com- 
mittee had  been  put  on  the  Paper  by 
the  Senior  Whip  of  the  Conservative 
party,  and  it  had  never  come  on.  He 
therefore  appealed  to  the  First  Lord  to 
say  whether  the  Government  intended  to 
persevere  with  that  appointment,  and  if 
he  would  put  the  motion  down,  when  the 
sense  of  the  House  could  be  taken  upon  it. 

Mr.  COHEN  (IsHngton,  E.)  sai<l  he 
had  already  given  notice  of  a  <iue^stiou 
on  the  subject  for  to-morrow.  It  was 
most  important  to  get  this  belated 
Committee  appointed  before  Easter,  other- 
wise it  might  DC  delayed  for  an  indefinite 
time. 

Mr.  JOHN  BURNS  (Battersta) 
sincerely  hoped  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  would  not  make  too  much  of 
the  application  now  made  to  him.  The 
demand  for  a  Municipal  Trading  Com- 
mittee proceeded  from  a  very  limited 
number  of  Members  inside  the  House,  or 
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of  people  outside.  [Hon  Members  : 
"No,  no."l  That  Avas  his  view. 
Beyond  a  few  company  promoters  who 
met  at  the  Society  of  Arts,  he  did 
not  know  of  anybody  who  was  interested. 
And  what  was  more,  if  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  acceded  to  the  request  he 
would  have  to  look  forward  to  consider- 
able discussion  as  to  what  the  terms  of 
the  reference  should  be.  Already  the 
mere  fact  of  the  notice  appearing  on  the 
Paper  had  been  unjustly  and  unfairly 
used  by  counsel  before  a  Committee  up- 
stairs, who  actually  argued  as  if  the  Com- 
mittee on  Municipal  Trading  had  beeii 
already  appointed,  with  the  result  that 
the  Bill  before  that  Committee  had  not 
passed  as  put  before  it.  He  would  be 
the  last  man  in  the  world  to  attribute; 
either  partiality  or  unfairness  to  that 
most  admirable  tribunal,  a  Parliamentary 
Ck>mmittee.  The  unfairness  came  from 
the  representations  made  to  the  Com- 
mittee by  the  counsel  improperly  using 
his  position  to  make  an  unauthorised 
statement.  He  appealed  to  the  right  hon. 
Oentleman  not  to  listen  to  the  appeal  made 
by  the  Members  for  Wolverhampton  and 
East  Islington,  but  to  let  the  proposal  for 
the  Committee  take  its  chance.  However, 
if  he  did  acc/cde  to  the  request,  he  might 
rely  upon  it  there  would  be  a  thorough 
discussion  of  this  important  subject. 

Mr.  JONATHAN  SAMUEL  (Stock- 
ton) thought  it  was  essential  in  the 
interests  of  municipalities  that  this  ques- 
tion should  be  settled,  for  he  knew  of  a 

case  where  a  very  important  corporation 
promoted  a  Bill  this  session  to  which, 
when  it  came  on  last  week,  there  was  no 
■opposition  either  from  district  coiuicils  or 
•county  councils  outside  the  municipality, 
but  on  account  of  this  pending  motion  for 
inquiry  into  municipal  trading  it  was 
•decided  by  the  Committee  to  split  up  the 
Bill,  and  they  struck  out  a  very  large 
portion  of  it.  He  thought  therefore  the 
House  ought  to  decide  the  question 
whether  the  Committee  was  to  sit  and 
take  into  consideration  to  what  limits ' 
municipalities  ought  to  go  in  trading , 
concerns.  It  was  a  very  important  I 
matter,  because  municipalities  should  not  I 
be  put  to  the  expense  of  promoting  Bills, 
which  the  House  of  Commons  had  dlowed 
to  pass  in  years  gone  by,  if  the  fact  that 
this  inquiry  was  pending  was  to  be  used 
to  defeat  such  Bills. 


Mr.  BANBJIIY  (Oamberwell,  Peck- 
ham)  said  this  \\  as  a  most  important  sub- 
ject, and  he  did  not  think  any  speech 
which  had  been  made  was  a  stronger 
argument  for  this  inquiry  being  held  at 
once  than  that  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Battersea. 

Mr.  galloway  (Manchester,  S.W.) 
said  that  the  Government  would  not  get 
this  Committee  without  considerable  dis- 
cussion. He  hoped  the  First  Lord  would 
state  about  what  time  the  motion  would 
come  on.  It  had  been  on  the  Paper  for 
the  last  ^\Q  nights. 

The  FIRST  LORD  of  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Manchester, 
E.)  said  that  in  regard  to  the  appeal 
made  to  him  by  his  right  hon.  friend,  he 
might  remind  him  that  the  course  pursued 
on  this  particular  matter  was  that  always 
taken.  He  did  not  want  any  incon- 
venience to  be  caused  to  hon.  Gentlemen. 
In  the  short  discussion  that  had  taken 
place  there  seemed  to  be  a  feeling  not  to 
go  on  >vith  the  Committee,  and  he  was 
appealed  to  to  drop  it,  or  at  all  events 
not  to  give  facilities  for  its  appointment. 
He  confessed  that  the  worst  and 
most  impractical  course  of  all  would 
be  to  leave  the  matter  indefinite, 
and  hanging  over  not  only  the  House  in 
its  general  capacity,  but  over  the  Com- 
mittees of  the  House,  and  therefore  inter- 
fere with  the  policy  which  they  might 
otherwise  be  disposed  to  pursue  in  regard 
to  Bills  before  them.  He  thought  that 
they  ought  either  to  drop  all  iaea  of  a 
Committee,  or  put  the  House  in  a  posi- 
tion to  settle  the  question  of  its  appoint- 
ment. He  thought  it  would  cause  disap- 
pointment in  the  House  if  the  proposals 
were  now  abandoned.  He,  however,  un- 
fortunately could  not  say  when  he  would 
be  able  to  find  an  opportunity  of  moving 
the  motion.  The  Grovernment  had  only 
Mondays  and  Thursdays  available.  On 
Tuesdays  the  House  had  given  the 
Govej'nment  special  privileges,  but  only 
for  financial  business.  In  the  meantime 
finance  was  pressing,  and  they  must  deal 
with  the  Budget  and  other  matters  Imj- 
fore  they  turned  their  attention  to  other 
subjects.  He  felt  the  force  of  the  argu- 
ments that  had  been  used,  and  he  would 
endeavour  at  the  earliest  convenient 
opportunity  to  find  some  occasion  on 
which  the  motion  could  be  discussed^  sup- 
posing they  were  not  stifliciently  fortu- 
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nate  to  get  it  on  in  the  interstices  between 
other  business  before  many  weeks  were 
over. 

Mk.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Louth,  N.)  said 
that  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  had 
given  the  Irish  Members  the  next  day 
for  the  debate  on  the  financial  arrange- 
ments of  Ireland.  He  understood  that  a 
private  Bill  of  enormous  magnitude  had 
been  put  down  on  the  Paper  in  front  of 
the  Irish  debate,  and  that  the  discussion 
on  the  Bill  might  last  for  three 
or  four  hours.  He  asked  the  First  Lord 
whether  he  could  not  prevent  that  Bill 
being  put  down  in  such  a  manner  as 
would  practically  render  nugatory  his 
grant  of  the  whole  of  Thursday  for  the 
Irish  debate. 


Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  said  the  hon. 
Gentleman  was  perfectly  correct  in  saying 
that  a  Bill  had  been  put  down  before 
the  Financial  Arrangements  of  Ireland 
motion.  He  was  sorry  for  it ;  but  be 
had  no  control  over  it,  as  the  order  of  the 
Paper  in  respect  to  these  Bills  was  settled 
by  the  Committee  of  Selection,  and  such 
Bills  had  the  disagreeable  trick  of  appear- 
ing on  the  Paper  when  most  inconvenient. 
There  was  no  desire  on  that  side  of  the 
House  to  make  long  speeches  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  Bill,  and  he  trusted  that  there 
would  be  no  undue  delay  in  getting  to 
the  motion  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
East  Donegal. 

Adjourned  at  ten  minutes  before 

Six  of  the  clock. 
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OF  THE 


SECRETARY    OF    STATE 


RELATING    TO  THE 


ARMY  ESTIMATES  FOR  1900-1901 


Presented  to  Parliament  by  Command  of  Her  Majesty, 


The   Army  Estimates  of   1900-1901  have  been  framed  under  the    following 
abnormal  conditions  : — 

(a.)  Provision  has  to  be  made  for  carrying  on  the  war  in  South  Africa. 

(b.)  It  has  been  decided  to  make  at  once  an  addition  to  the  permanent 

strength  of  the  Army. 
(c.)  Temporary  measures  have  been  authorised  for  the  purpose  of  increasing 
the  numbers  and  efficiency  of  the  force  available  for  the  defence  of  the 
United  Kingdom. 
With  regard  to  (a),  it  is  of  interest  to  compare  the  regimental  numbers  of  all 
ranks   serving  with  the  Colours  at  home  and  abroad  on  the  1st  January,  1899,  and 
1st  January,  1900. 


HOMK    ANr>    fJOT-ONTP<4 

1 

1899. 

1900. 

Household  Cavalry    ... 

Cavalry  of  the  Line 

Koyal  Artillery,  Horse  and  Field     ... 

„             Mountain  and  Garrison 
Royal  Engineers 
Foot  Guards  ... 
Infantry 
Colonial  Corps 
Army  Service  Corps,  &c. 

..  '           1,298 

12,169 

..  1          10,195 

15,722 

7,637 

7,249 

87,085 

7,242 

9,266 

1,327 
18,890 
18,803 
18,119 
10,210 
12,008 
133,743 
8,778 
13,085 

India  (all  arms)        

'        157,863 
74,467 

234,963 
66,581 

Total  ... 

232,330 

301,544 
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The  above  numbers  do  not  include  the  Militia,  the  whole  of  which  has  been  or 
will  be  embodied  (about  100,000  men),  the  Imperial  Yeomanry  (about  10,000  men), 
the  enlisted  Volunteers  (about  9,000,  exclusive  of  the  waiting  companies),  or  a  large 
force  of  Colonial  troops,  which  may  be  estimated  at  about  35,000  men. 

The  number  with  the  Colours  is  constantly  increased  by  recruiting  for  existing 
imits  and  for  others  to  be  raised,  by  the  recall  from  time  to  time  of  men  from  the 
remainder  of  the  Reserve,  and  by  the  enlistment  of  men  for  the  Royal  Reserve 
battalions  to  be  referred  to  hereafter. 

Taking  all  these  together,  and  deducting  the  force  remaining  in  India,  the  foU 
pay  and  subsistence  of  about  500,000  men  has  to  be  provided  for. 

The  decrease  in  the  force  in  India  on  1st  January,  1900,  as  compared  with  the 
1st  January,  1899,  is  due  to  the  fact  that — 

4  Cavalry  regiments, 

2  Royal  Horse  Artillery  batteries, 

3  Royal  Field  Artillery  batteries, 

4  Infantry  battalions, 

3  Mounted  Infantry  companies, 

have  been  temporarily  withdrawn  from  the  Indian  Establishment  for  the  purpose  of 
the  war,  and  brought  on  to  the  British  Establishment. 

(i.)  The  measures  in  contemplation  for  permanently  adding  to  the  strength  and 
efficiency  of  the  Army,  as  well  as  those  intended  to  meet  special  and  temporary 
requirements,  have  already  been  made  known,  and  it  is  only  necessary  to  recapitu- 
late them  briefly. 

The  following  are  the  chief  permanent  additions  to  our  military  forces : — 

Seven  batteries  of  Royal  Horse  Artillery,  and  thirty-six  batteries  of  Royal  Field 
Artillery,  will  be  raised,  so  as  to  provide  the  Artillery  for  two  more  Army-Corps  and 
two  more  Cavalry  Brigades.  Three  howitzer  batteries  for  each  Army-Corps  (twelve 
in  all)  will  also  be  formed. 

In  time  of  peace,  the  new  Horse  and  Field  batteries  will  be  retained  on  a  re- 
duced establishment. 

The  formation  of  new  depots  for  the  Field  Artillery  will  enable  reservists  of 
that  arm  to  rejoin  and  be  equipped  at  their  depots,  like  Infantry  reservists. 

Additions  will  be  made  to  the  Royal  Engineers  amounting  to  a  total  of  2,038  of 
all  ranks. 

The  growth  of  our  Imperial  responsibilities,  and,  in  particular,  the  course  of 
events  in  South  Africa,  render  it  necessary  to  increase  the  force  of  Infantry  available 
to  furnish  garrisons  for  Colonial  Stations. 

In  June  last,  before  the  war  broke  out,  the  number  of  battalions  at  home  and 
abroad  was  as  follows  : — 

India  ...         ...         ...         ...         ...     52 

Colonies  and  flgypt  ...         ...         ...     1 6 J 

South  Africa         ...         ...         ...         ...       6^ 

\JL  Cl/u  ••.  ...  ...  ...  ...  X. 


Total  ...         ...         ...     76 

At  home     ...         ...         ...         ...         ...     69 

Authorized,  but  not  yet  raised    ...         ...       3 


Total 72 

At  that  time,  the  garrison  of  Malta  was  short  by  one  battalion  of  its  authorised 
strength.  This  deficiency  may  be  taken  as  balanced  by  the  presence  of  a  battalion 
in  Crete. 

There  was,  therefore,  an  excess  of  battalions  abroad  over  battalions  at  home 
of  four.  When  a  third  battalion  of  Guards  is  stationed  at  Gibraltar  this  defiden^ 
will  be  reduced  to  two, 
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'to  makd  this  deficiency  good,  and  to  meet  the  certain  need  for  the  prolonged 
maintenance  of  an  increasea  force  abroad,  it  is  proposed  to  raise  12  new  Une 
battalions,  attaching  them  as  3rd  and  4th  battalions  to  existing  regiments. 

An  endeavour  will  be  made  to  add  to  the  number  of  men  engaged  for  three  years' 
service  with  the  Colours  in  each  battalion  of  Infantry  serving  at  home. 

It  has  not,  however,  up  to  the  present  time,  been  found  possible  to  obtain  the 
full  number  authorised  for  each  battalion. 

An  addition  of  29  companies  (2,220  of  all  ranks^  will  be  made  to  the  Army 
Service  Corps,  of  8  Companies  (450  of  all  ranks)  to  the  Army  Ordnance  Corps,  and  of 
260  of  all  ranks  to  the  Army  Medical  Corps.  Provision  is  also  made  for  the  pay  of 
two  native  Indian  Infantry  Regiments  for  the  garrison  of  Mauritius,  one  of  these  to 
replace  the  British  Central  Anican  Regiment,  recently  sent  to  Somaliland.  Two 
more  native  Indian  battalions  have  been  temporarily  borrowed  to  replace  British 
battalions  withdrawn  from  Ceylon  and  Singapore. 

The  messing  allowance  given  to  Militia  during  embodiment  will  henceforth  also 
be  given  to  them  during  the  ordinarv  annual  training. 

The  Militia,  Yeomanry,  and  Volunteers  will  be  provided  with  regiment  trans- 
port. 

The  whole  of  the  Volunteer  Artillery  will  be  re-armed,  part  with  semimobile 
guns,  4.7-inch,  part  with  15-pr.  field  guns.  A  large  number  of  guns  of  the  former 
class  have  been  ordered  ;  the  re-armament  of  the  batteries,  now  armed  with  16-pr8., 
can  probably  be  best  carried  out  by  placing  in  their  hands  the  IS-prs.  now  with  the 
Royu  Field  Artillery,  and  supplying  the  latter  with  a  new  gun,  either  of  the  design 
according  to  which  the  Field  batteries  now  imder  construction  are  being  manu- 
factured, or  of  any  still  later  type  suggested  by  the  experience  of  the  war. 

(c.)  The  chief  temporary  measures  for  increasing  the  numbers  and  efficiency  of 
the  Forces  in  the  United  Kingdom  are  these : — 

The  non-commissioned  officers  and  men  of  the  squadron  sent  to  South  Africa 
from  the  Household  Cavalry  Regiments  will  be  treated  as  supernumeraries,  and 
their  places  filled  up  by  enlistment. 

Four  Cavalry  regiments  will  be  formed  from  men  of  the  Reserve  squadrons,  now 
in  this  country,  of  Cavalry  regiments  abroad. 

Officers  and  men  who  have  served  in  the  Regular  Forces  have  been  invited  to 
return  to  the  Colours  on  a  short  engagement,  the  men  receiving  a  bounty  of  22/. ; 
Officers  and  meni  of  the  Infantry  will  be  formed  into  Reserve  battalions,  to  be 
designated  Royal  Reserve  battalions. 

Officers  and  men  of  Artillery  and  Cavalry  will  be  utilised  with  their  own  arms  of 
the  Service. 

The  whole  of  the  Militia  will  be  embodied  in  the  spring,  and  advantage  will  be 
taken  of  this  to  give  the  force  special  training  in  large  camps. 

It  has  been  decided  to  increase,  in  cases  of  protracted  embodiment,  the  gratuity 

Sid  to  Militiamen,  and  to  offer  bounties  of  £5  to  men  re-engaging  while  in  the 
ilitia,  or  re-enlistine  after  they  have  left  the  Force. 

Provision  is  made  forgiving  the  Yeomanry  special  training  in  camp  during  the 
summer.  The  contingent  allowance  will  be  increased  from  £3  to  J&5  a  man  to  meet 
the  exceptional  expenses  involved.  Every  Yeoman  will  receive  the  sum  of  5/.  in 
consideration  of  his  bringing  a  horse  to  camp  for  this  special  training. 

Like  the  Militia  and  Yeomanry,  the  Volunteers  will  be  afforded  special 
opportunities  of  training  in  camps  during  the  coming  summer  under  suitable  condi- 
tions as  to  pay  and  allowances.     The  details  of  these  are  under  consideration. 

The  number  of  recruits  raised  during  the  year  1899  was  42,700,  as  compared 
with  40,729  in  1898,  35,015  in  1897,  and  28,532  in  1896.  Taking  the  number  of 
British  recruits  alone,  40,207  were  raised  last  year,  as  against  38,418,  33,722,  and 
27,809  in  the  three  preceding  years.  The  percentage  of  **  Specials  '*  was  34*2,  as 
against  33*8  in  1898,  290  in  1897,  and  180  in  1896. 

The  sum  taken  in  the  estimates  for  warlike  stores  represents  a  small  part  only 
of  the  expenditure  which  will  have  to  be  incurred  on  this  account.     * 
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The  war  in  South  Africa  has  involved  the  employment  on  active  service  of  a 
force  exceeding  in  number  that  which  has  been  contemplated  in  the  schemes  of 
mobilization  for  service  abroad.  The  equipment  of  this  force  and  of  the  Ck>lonial 
contingents  has  made  large  inroads  upon  our  Reserves,  and  not  only  will  the  stores 
taken  from  these  have  to  be  replaced,  but  the  Reserves  themselves  must  be  largely 
augmented.  The  extent  to  which  such  an  increase  is  necessary  forms  the  subject  of 
investigations  which  are  still  proceeding. 

It  has  been  decided  to  accelerate  the  completion  of  the  programme  for  the 
re-armament  of  the  fortresses  at  home  and  abroad,  which,  as  was  stated  in  the 
Memorandum  on  Army  Estimates  for  1899-1900,  was  adopted  last  year  after  a 
general  revision  of  our  schemes  of  defence. 

The  total  of  the  Army  Estimates  for  1900-01  amounts  to  £61,499,400,  while  the 
number  of  men  to  be  voted  is  430,000. 

The  following  table  shows  the  comparison  with  the  figures  for  the  current  year. 


1899-1900. 

Original 
Estimate. 

Supple- 
mentary 
Estimate. 

Total. 

1900-01. 

Vote  A. 
Votes  1-16    ... 

184,853 

£ 
"20,617,200 

155,000 

£ 
23,000,000 

■ 

339,853 

£ 
43,617,200 

430,000 

£ 

61,499,400 

As  regards  the  total  of  Vote  A  (men),  212,449  may  be  regarded  aa  permanent, 
the  balance  being  due  to  the  war  in  South  Africa  and  to  the  special  measures  for  home 
defence.    The  estimates  show  in  detail  onlv  the  normal  or  permanent  establishment. 

The  £61,499,400  is  accounted  for  as  follows  : — 


1.  Normal  estimate 

2.  Permanent  additions  to  the  Army       

3.  Special  temporary  measures  for  Home  defence. . . 

4.  War  charges 

X Oval    •••         ...         ... 


£ 

21,777,700 
1,925,000 
6,228,000 

31,568,700 

£61,499,400 


The  normal  estimate  of  £21,777,700  shows  an  inci-ease  of  £1,160,500  as  com- 
pared with  the  original  estimate  for  1899-1900  ;  this  is  mainly  due  to  the  provigion 
made  for  further  instalments  of  the  increases  to  the  Army  commenced  in  previous 
years,  to  the  provision  for  the  full  Volunteer  capitation  grant,  to  the  rise  in  prices, 
and  to  an  additional  annuity  required  under  the  Barrack  Acts. 

The  war  charges  are  based  on  the  assumption  that  the  full  field  force  win  be 
maintained  in  South  Africa  till  the  30th  September,  and  a  reduced  force  fo^  the 
remainder  of  the  year,  but  the  estimates  contain  no  provision  for  terminal  ch|[fges, 
such  as  the  transport  home  of  the  troops  and  gratuities  on  demobilization. 

This  vote  shows  an  excess  of  £8,691,000  over  the  original  vote  for  1899-1900, 

due — 

1.  To  permanent  increases  of  establishment. 

2.  To  temporary  increases  for  home  defence. 

3.  War  charges. 

In  addition  to  the  measures  already  enumerated  for  the  permanent  and  for  the 
temporary  increase  of  the  Army,  Vote  1  provides  for  the  completion  of  the 
programmes  of  increases  to  the  Army  commenced  in  1897,  1898,  and  1899. 
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The  principal  war  charges  provided  for  in  this  vote  are  the  pay  of  the  Army 
Beserve  recalled  to  the  Colours,  the  pay,  etc.,  of  the  troops  borrowed  from  India,  of 
the  South  African  local  forces,  of  contingents  from  Colonies  outside  South  Africa,  of 
the  Corps  of  the  Imperial  Yeomanry,  the  Volunteer  companies  attached  to  Regular 
units  in  South  Africa,  and  the  City  of  London  Imperial  Volunteers,  and  the  wages 
of  the  large  number  of  civilians  necessarily  employed  in  South  Africa  as  muleteers  and 
on  other  miscellaneous  duties. 

This  Vote  has  been  nearly  doubled  owing  to  the  war.  All  the  available  Officers 
of  the  Eoyal  Army  Medical  Corps  ordinarily  on  the  Home  Establishment  have  been 
sent  to  South  Africa,  and  their  places  at  home  have  been  filled  by  the  employment 
of  retired  Officers  and  civil  medical  practitioners.  In  addition  a  large  numoer  (223) 
of  civil  surgeons  have  been  sent  to  the  seat  of  war.  The  services  of  seven  surgeons 
of  eminence  have  been  accepted  as  "  Consulting  Surgeons  "  to  the  Army  in  the  Field. 
The  Army  Nursing  Reserve,  which  was  constituted  in  1897,  has  been  largely  drawn 
upon  to  supplement  the  Army  Nursing  Service  in  the  Field  and  at  home,  and  the 
services  of  members  of  the  St.  John's  Ambulance  Brigade  have  been  largely  utilised. 
Provisi(m  has  been  made  for  a  large  increase  of  Officers  of  the  Royal  Army  Medical 
Corps,  and  a  further  addition  has  l^en  made  to  the  establishment  of  non-commissioned 
officers  and  men. 

Provision  has  been  made  for  the  embodiment  for  the  ^eater  part  of  the  year  of 
the  whole  Militia,  and  for  the  already  explained  increase  m  the  bounties.  Money 
has  been  taken  in  other  votes  for  the  supply  of  regimental  transport. 

It  has  been  assumed  that  the  places  of  the  members  of  the  Yeomanry  who  have 
joined  the  Imperial  Yeomanry  will  be  filled  by  recruiting.  Provision  has  been  made 
for  this  and  for  the  training  of  the  whole  Yeomanry  Force  for  a  period  not  exceeding 
a  month.  Provision  is  also  made  for  an  increase  in  the  Contingent  Allowance,  and 
in  the  allowances  of  Officers  under  instruction. 

The  increase  on  this  Vote  is  partly  due  to  provision  being  made  for  the  full 
capitation  allowances,  the  Vote  for  1899-1900  having  been  relieved  of  half  the 
charges  by  means  of  a  Supplementary  Estimate  in  1898-99.  A  large  sum  has  been 
taken  with  the  object  of^enabling  the  Volunteers  to  carry  out  am  extended  training  in 
camp.  Volunteer  corps  will  be  entitled  to  the  ordinary  efficiency  grants  in  respect 
of  the  Officers  and  men  who  have  been  withdrawn  for  service  in  South  Africa.  It  is 
hoped  that  not  only  will  their  places  be  filled,  but  that  advantage  will  be  taken  of 
the  permission  to  recruit  above  the  present  regimental  establishments.  An  addition 
has  been  made  to  the  sum  allotted  for  travelling  allowance  for  attendance  at  shoot- 
ing practice,  to  admit  of  a  more  extended  use  of  the  ranges.  The  provision  which 
was  made  last  year  on  a  small  scale  to  enable  Volunteer  Corps  to  hire  horses  and 
wagons  in  order  to  practise  transport  duties  in  camp  has  been  considerably  extended, 
and  a  large  addition  has  been  made  to  the  grants  for  the  movement  of  guns  of 
position.  An  additional  amount  is  taken  for  an  increase  of  Volunteer  Officers  attend- 
ing schools  of  instruction. 

Very  large  amounts  are  required  for  land  and  sen  transport,  a  large  proportion 
of  the  latter  being  to  meet  liabilities  incurred  during  the  present  financial  vear. 
Arrangements  have  been  made  for  the  retention  of  a  number  of  transports,  partly  in 
South  African  waters  for  the  transfer  of  troops  from  one  portion  of  the  seat  of  war 
to  another,  and  partly  for  the  conveyance  home  of  invalids  and  wounded,  and  for 
the  despatch  of  reinforcements,  and  of  drafts  to  make  good  the  waste  among  the 
troops  in  the  field.  It  is  also  necessary  to  provide  for  the  conveyance  of  further 
consignments  of  supplies,  stores,  and  animals  to  South  Africa.  The  item  for  land 
transport  provides  not  only  for  the  conveyance  of  troops  and  stores  by  railway  but 
also  for  tne  hire  of  ox  transport  in  the  field.  The  vote  includes  sums  for  the 
purchase  of  horses  and  mules  to  make  good  the  waste  occurring  in  the  lar^e  number 
of  animals  in  South  Africa,  and  for  the  purchase  of  horses  for  the  additions  to  the 
Artillery  and  other  arms  of  the  Service.  Money  has  also  been  taken  under  this  vote 
for  Regimental  transport  for  the  Militia  and  Yeomanry. 

The  increase  on  the  Supply  Vote,  apart  from  the  war  and  the  special  augmesta- 
tion  of  the  Army,  would  have  been  about  £200,000,  due  to  a  rise  in  the  cost  of  the 
bread  and  meat  cation,  and  in  the  price  of  coal,  and  to  increases  of  the  Army 
authorised  in  former  years.      The  maintenance  of  the  Field  Force  in  South  Africa 
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demands  an  expenditure  of  nearly  £7,500,000.  Field  rations  are  provided  not  only 
for  the  troops,  but  for  nearly  30,000  civilians  employed  as  drivers  of  tranqxnt 
wagons,  labourers,  etc.,  and  forage  is  suppli^  for  somer  80,000  horses  and  mules,  as 
well  as  for  draught  oxen.  The  Colonial  allowance  granted  to  Officers  serving  in 
South  Africa  has  been  practically  doubled.  A  four  months'  supply  of  food  and  f orag  e 
is  being  maintained  in  South  Africa  as  a  reserve.  The  rate  of  Separation  allowance  to 
the  families  of  reservists,  embodied  Militia,  and  others  who  are  not  in  occupation  of 
public  quarters  has  been  increased  by  about  one-third.  There  is  also  provision  under 
this  Vote  for  the  half  wages  paid  to  the  families  of  men  in  Government  employment 
before  the  war. 

Nearly  £2,200,000  is  required  to  provide  supplies  and  allowances  for  the  Royal 
Reserve  battalions,  the  new  units  of  Artillery,  and  other  increases  to  the  Army,  as 
well  as  for  the  embodied  Militia, 

The  increase  on  the  Clothing  Vote,  apart  from  the  special  provision  for  the  war 
and  the  increase  to  the  Army,  is  due  chiefly  to  a  rise  in  the  price  of  wool. 

Nearly  £2,800,000  is  required  for  the  war,  a  considerable  portion  of  which  is  to 
meet  liabilities  for  clothing  the  Field  Force  incurred,  but  which  will  probably  not  be 
brought  into  payment  before  the  close  of  1899-1900,  and  also  for  the  necessary 
reserves  of  clothing  to  meet  the  issues  to  the  troops  in  the  field.  Issues  of  clothing 
are  also  provided  for  the  special  increases  to  the  Army  and  for  the  embodied  Militia. 

The  increase  on  the  Vote  for  Warlike  Stores,  apart  from  war  charges  and  other 
special  services,  amounts  to  £719,000,  provision  being  made  for  the  equipment  of 
the  force  to  be  permanently  added  to  the  Army.  About  £750,000  is  also  taken  for 
the  purchase  of  a  number  of  semi-mobile  guns  of  position.  £4,750,000  is  provided 
for  services  in  connection  with  the  war  and  the  measures  temporarily  adopted  to 
increase  the  force  at  home. 

Provision  is  also  made  for  the  more  rapid  completion,  already  alluded  to,  of  the 
programme  for  the  rearmament  of  our  fortresses. 

The  increase  on  Vote  10  is  partly  automatic,  owing  to  the  necessity  of  providing 
for  a  further  annuity  in  repayment  of  sums  borrowed  under  the  Barrack  Act  of  1890. 
The  building  of  barracks  for  a  second  Infantry  battalion  which  it  has  been  decided 
to  station  at  Bermuda  will  be  begun.  Additional  accommod-^tion  will  be  provided 
for  the  Inspection  Department  at  Woolwich  Arsenal. 

The  increase  in  connection  with  the  war  amounts  to  £1,300,000.  £500,000  is 
provided  for  huts  required  for  the  temporary  accommodation  of  the  troops  to  be 
added  to  the  Army  at  home,  and  the  same  amount  for  hutting  which  has  been 
ordered  for  the  troop  who  may  be  retained  in  South  Africa  after  the  conclusion  of 
active  operations.  A  scheme  is  in  preparation  for  providing  the  barracks  necessary 
for  the  forces  which  will  be  permanently  added  to  the  Army.  £300,000  is  provided 
for  Engineer  services  in  tne  field,  and  hospitals,  storehouses,  etc.,  in  South  Africa, 
and  also  for  the  increased  hospital  accommodation  which  will  be  required 
in  this  country  for  the  invalids  and  wounded. 

The  increase  on  the  War  Office  Vote  is  almost  entirely  due  to  the  war,  and 
more  than  half  is  due  to  the  charge  for  foreign  telegrams ;  the  remainder  provides 
for  additional  temporary  staff,  and  for  the  appointment  of  a  Military  Transport 
Officer,  who  is  stationed  at  the  Admiralty ;  it  is  proposed  also  to  appoint  a  member 
of  the  Head-quarter  Staff  who  will  be  specially  charged  with  business  connected  with 
the  Auxiliary  Forces. 

The  increase  in  the  non-effective  votes  is  mainly  due  to  the  war.  There  is  an 
increase  of  about  £100,000  in  the  provision  for  pensions  and  gratuities  to  wounded 
Officers,  and  to  widows  and  children  of  Officers  who  lose  their  lives  on  service,  but 
this  is  discounted  to  a  larse  extent  by  the  cessation  of  the  retired  pay  and  half-pay 
of  Officers  who  are  employed  owing  to  thQ  war  and  the  suspension  of  voluntary 
retirement.  £50,000  additional  is  provided  for  Chelsea  pensions  for  the  non- 
commissioned officers  and  men  disabled  by  the  war.  Officers  and  men  of  all  the 
Colonial  and  local  forces  in  Imperial  pay,  as  well  as  civilian  surgeons,  etc,  are  eligible 
for  these  pensions  and  gratuities. 

27/A  February,  1900.  LANSDOWNE. 
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List  of  Rules,  Orders,  etc.,  which  have  been  presented  during  the  Session, 
and  are  required  by  Statute  to  lie  for  an  appointed  number  of  Days  upon 
the  Table  of  the  House. 

(Continuation  of  List  given  in  preceding  Volume). 


Title  of  Paper. 


Western  Australia  (Constitution  Acts  Amend- 
ment Act,  1899),— Copy  of  The  Consti- 
tution Acts  Amendment  Act,  1899, 
of  Western  Australia,  No.  19  [13  and 
U  Vic,  c.  59,  s.  32] 

Western  Australia  (Electoral  Act,  1899), — 
Copy  of  the  Electoral  Act,  1899,  of 
Western  Australia,  No.  20  [13  and  14 
Vic,  c  59,  8.  32] 

Universities  (Scotland)  Act,  1889  (Ordinance), 
— Copy  of  Ordinance  No.  1  of  the  Univer- 
sity Uotirt  of  the  University  of  Edin- 
burgh, providing  for  the  separation  of 
the  teaching  of  Medical  Jurisprudence  or 
Forensic  Medicine  and  Public  Health 
in  the  University  of  Edinburgh  [52  and 
53  Vic,  c  55,  8.  20  (1)] 

Inebriate  Reformatories  (Scotland)  (Regula- 
tions),— Copy  of  Regulations  under  The 
Inebriates  Act,  1898,  made  by  the 
Secretary  for  Scotland  for  the  Rule  and 
Management  of  a  State  Inebriate 
Reformatory,  and  for  the  classification, 
treatment,  employment,  and  control  of 
persons  sent  to  it,  and  for  their  absence 
under  Licence  [61  and  62  Vic,  c  60,  s. 
81  (1)] 


Date  of  Presenta- 
tion. 


5  March 


5  March 


7  March 


9  March 


Period  (after 

Presentation)  to  lie 

upon  the  Table. 


30  davs 


30  davs 


12  weeks 


4  weeks  (whilst 
the  House  is 
sitting) 


vni. 


House  of  Commons.    Session  19(X). 


Title  of  Paper. 


Date  of  Presenta- 
tion. 


l*erio(l  (after 

Presentation)  to  lie 

upon  the  Table. 


London  Government  Act,  1899  (Metropolitan 
Boroughs), — Copy  of  Drafts  of  Orders 
in  Council  for  the  establishment  of  each 
of  the  under-mentioned  Metropolitan 
Boroughs,  and  incorporating  the  Council 
thereof,  and  for  other  purposes  con- 
nected therewith : — Battersea,  Bermond- 
sey,  Bethnal  Green,  Deptford,  Fulham, 
Greenwich,  Hackney,  Hammersmith, 
Hampstead,  Islington,  I^ambeth,  Lewis- 
ham,  Poplar,  St.  Marylobone,  Shore- 
ditch,  Southwark,  Stoke  Newington, 
Wandsworth,  and  Woolwich  [62  and  63 
Vic,  c.   14,  s.  15  (2)]. 

London  Government  Act,  1899  (Metropolitan 
Boroughs), — Copy  of  Draft  of  Orders 
in  Council  for  the  establishment  of  the 
Metropolitan  Boroughs  of  Camberwell 
and  Westminster,  and  incorporating  the 
Councils  thereof,  and  for  other  purposes 
connected  therewith  [62  and  63  Vic, 
c  14,  8.  15  (2)]. 


13  March 


30  days 


16  March 


30  days 
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EXPLANATION  OF  ARRANGEMENT  AND  ABBREVIATIONS. 

Bills:  Read  First,  Second,  or  Third  Time  =  iR,,  2r.,  3r,  [c]  =  Commons.  [/.]  =  LonU. 
Amendt,  —  Amendment.  Os.  =  Observations.  Qs,  =  Qaestions.  An.  =  Answers. 
Com.  =  Committee.  Con.  =  Consideration.  Bep.  =  Report.  Where  in  the  Index  *  U 
added  with  Reading  of  a  BUI,  or  a  Vote  in  Committee  of  Supply,  it  indie  ites  that  nu 
Debate  took  place  on  that  Stage  of  the  Bill,  or  on  that  Vote.  Subjects  di»ouHsed  in 
Committee  of  Supply  are  entered  under  their  headings,  and  also  under  Members* 
Names,  without  reference  to  the  actual  Vote  before  the  Committee. 


Aberdeen  Corporation  Tramwasrs  Bill 

c.  2lL*  Mar.  6,  175. 

Standing  Orders  to  be  dispensed  with. 
Mar.  5,  2. 

AberdeenBhire 

A.benie6n 

Post  Office,  Building  New  Post  Office 
Q.  Mr.  Bryce ;  A.  Mr.  A.  Douglas, 
Mar.  19,  1191. 

Telephone  Service — Interruption  of 
Communication  between  Dun- 
dee, Montrose,  and  Aberdeen, 
etc. 
Q.  Sir  W.  Leng;  A.  Mr.  Han- 
bury,  Mar.  5,  &. 

Old  Slaines  Fishery  Population, 
Migration  of,  for  want  of 
Fishery  Harbour,  alleged 
Q.  Mr.  Buchanan  ;  A.  Mr.  A.  G. 
Murray,  Mar.  19,  1191 ;  0.  Mr. 
Buchanan,  Mar.  W,  1348. 

Abraham,  Mr.  W.  [Cork  Co.,  N.E.] 

Marlborough  Street  Training  College, 
Dublin — Dismissal  of  Pupils,  Mar.  13, 
743. 

Surveyors 

Assistant  Surveyors  to  the  Board  of 
Public  Works,  Mar.  15,  934. 

County  Surveyors — Increase  of  Salary, 
etc.,  Mar.  15,  934. 

VOL.  LXXX.     [Fourth  Sbriis.J 


Accountants 

Professional  Acoountanta  Bill,  Ste  that 
TiUe. 

Adand-Hood,  Sir  A.  [Somerset,  Wellington] 

Military  Proposals  of   the  Grovemment, 
Mar.  13,  >m. 

South  African  War— Requirements  of  the 
War,  etc.,  Mar.  13,  802. 

Taunton  Corporation  Bill,  Instruction  to 
Committee,  Mar.  6,  177. 

Admiralty 

First  Lorrf^Rt.  Hon.  G.  J.  Goschen. 
Secretary — Mr.  W.   E.  Macartney. 

[See  Navy.  J 

Advance  Notes 

Seamen's— Prohibition  in  United  States 
Q.  Mr.  Runciman  ;   A.  Mr.  Brodrick, 
Mar.  12,  692. 

Afgh^^^i»try-T? 

Bokhara,  Amir   of— Grants   of  Land  to 
Russia  in  the  Upper  Courses  of  the 
Ox  us 
Q.  Mr.  G.  Bowles  ;  A,  Mr.  Brodrick, 
Mar.  5,  .36. 

Africa 

Expansion  of  the  British  Empire  and  In- 
crease  of  Military  Expenditure 
O.  Mr,  Buchapan,  Mw.  IS,  641 

3  K  1 


Afr— Arc] 
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[Vol.  80. 


Africa,  Central 

British  Central  African  Rifles,  Misconduct 
at  Mauritius 
Os.  Sir  B.  Gurdon,  Mar.  13,  814  ; 
Mr.     Wyndham,     815;      Mr. 
Buchanan,  815. 

Return  to  Africa 

Q.  Sir  B.  Gurdon  ;  -4.  Mr.  J.  P. 
Williams,  Mar,  5,  36 ;  Q.  Sir 
B.  Gurdon  ;  A.  Mr.  Brodrick, 
Mar.  6,  205. 

Africa,  South 

British  Obligations  in  South  Africa 
0.  Mr.  wyndham,  Mar.  12,  623. 

Cable  Communication,  See  that  Title. 

Correspondence  Relating  to  Action  of 
Naval  Authorities  in  South  African 
Waters,  See  Contraband  of  War. 

Correspondence  Relating  to  Peace  Over- 
tures, See  South  African  War — Peace 
Overtures. 

Railways — State  and  Private  Railways  of  I 
the  South  African  Republics,  Capital 
Value,  etc. — Motion  for  Return  (Eai'l  of 
Camperdown),  Mar.  8,  337. 

Aged  and  Desenring  Poor 

Cottage    Homes    Bill — Recommendations 
of  Select  Committee,  Legislation 
Qs.  Mr.  J.  A.  Pease,  Sir  W.  Foster ; 
As.  Mr.  Chaplin,  Mar.  6,  209. 

Old  Age  Pensions  Bill,  See  that  Title. 

Agricultural  Holdings  Bill 

c.  Intro,  and  IR,*  Mar.  12,  699,  602. 

Agricultural  Holdings  Bill 

Separate  Bill  for  Scotland,  suggested 

Q.  Dr.  Farquharson ;  A .  Mr.  A.  J.  1^1- 
four.  Mar.  20,  1312. 

Agricultural  Interest 

Beer  Duty 

0.  Sir  W.  Harcourt,  Mnr.  id,  122."). 

Agricultural  Labourers 

Workmen's  Compensation  Act  (1897)  Ex- 
tension Bill,  See  that  Title. 

Agriculture 

Compensation  for  Damage  to  Crops  Bill, 
See  that  Title. 

Improvements      in     Cereals    —   (iorton 
Brothers'  Experiments 
Q.  Mr.  M*Kenna;  A.  Mr.  Long,  Mnr. 
i5,  924. 

Agriculture,  Board  of 

President — Rt.  Hoi  .  W.  TT.  Long. 

Proceedings — Annual  IJ.  [..ii  Preso  {o.I, 
Mar.  '.iO,  1290,  1303. 

Airdrie,  Coatbridge,  and  District  Water 
Trust  Bill 

e.  Rep.*  Mar.  16,  lOGO. 

Airdrie  Volunteers 

O.  Mr.  J.  Wilson,  Mar,  16,  lUl. 
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(( 


Aldershot 

Government  Railway  Siding — Erection  of 
Roof,  proposed 
Q.   Mr.   Jeffreys ;  A .   Mr.  J.  P.  WiL 
Hams,  Mar.  8,  378. 

Aldworth,"  Steamship 

Conveyance  of  Animals — Order   relating 
to,  Copy  Presented,  Mar.  20,  1303. 

Allan,  Mr.  W.  [Gateshead] 

Bermuda  Dock— Progress  of  Workfs,  etc. 
Mar.  20,  1310. 

Hermes,"  H.M.S. — Defective  Machinery, 
Mar.  16,  1067. 


li 


Allhusen,  Mr.  A.  H.  E.  [Salisbury] 

Finance  Bill,  2r..  Mar.  19,  1236. 

Victoria  Cross — Qualifications  for,  etc., 
Mar.  12,  576. 

Almanacks 

Church  Almanacks,  AflBxing  to  Wall  of 
Church  Coppenhall  &)ard    School, 
etc 
Q.'IAt.   S.   Smith;   .4.  Sir  J.  Gorst, 
Mar.  5,  43. 

Ambrose,  Dr.  E.  [Mayo,  W.] 

Mid>vives  Bill,  2r.,  Mar,  9,  540. 

Ambulance  Service 

South  African  War,  See  that  Title. 

America 

See  United  States. 

"America" 

Transport  of  Horses,  Percentage  of  Losses 
Q.  Mr.  Cubitt ;  A.  Mr.  A.  Chamber- 
lain, Mar.  30,  1307. 

Ancient  Monuments  Protection  Bill 

c.  2r.*  Mar.  7,  330. 

Anglo-American  Belations 

Pauncefote,  Lord,  Retention  of,  l>eyond 
his  period  of  Office 
Os.  I^rd  Newton,  Marquess  of  Salis- 
bury, Earl  of  Kimljerley,   Afar.  S, 
342. 

Animals 

Diseases  of  Animals  Acts,  See  that  Title. 
Foot  and  Mouth  Disease,  See  that  Title. 

Annuities 

National  Debt  Annuities — Account  Pre- 
sented, Mar.  20,  1291,  1302. 

Antarctic  Expedition 

References  to,  in  Debate  on  the  Navy 
Estimates,  Mar,  8, 449. 

Arabia 

British    Indian    Pilgrims  —  Attack    on, 
Settlement  of  Claims 
Q.  Mr.  Stevenson  ;  A,  Mr.   Brodriek, 
Mar.  16, 1067. 

Archdale,  Mr.  R  M.  [Fermanagh,  N.] 

Enniskillen  Barracks,  Removal  of  Head- 
quarters from  Ennl«?killen,  Ma*,  /o^ 
1179. 
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Archdale,  Mr.  E.  TA.—cmu. 

Mona^han  Lunatic  Asylum  ChapeK  Use 
of,  U>T  Koinan  Catholics  and  Protestantt*. 
Mar.  S,  396. 

Thompson,  H.,  Murder  of,  near  Fer- 
managh, Mar.  IS,  743. 

Arma^ 

Postal     and      Telegraph      Employees- 
Maximum  Scale  of  Pay,  etc. 
Q,  Mr.  T,  M.   Healy;  A.  Mr.  Han- 
Imry,  jT/ar.  19,  1192. 

Armaments 

Expenditure,  etc.,  See  Army — Expendi- 
ture. 

Armouries 

Volunteers,    Building    Armouries    for  — 
(iovernment  Assistance 
4>.  Col.-Pryce  Jones;   A.  Mr.    J.   P. 
Williams,  Mar.  S,  .381. 


Arms  Begnlatiom^  Ireland 

Hra<lv,T.,  Ca.se  of 

$.  Mr.  T.  M.  Healy;  A.  Mr.  Atkin- 
son,  Mar.  19,  1192. 

Haire,  Major,  Case  of 

Q.  Mr.  Macaleesc  ;  A.  Mr.  Atkinson, 
Mar.  ,9,  492. 


Army 


Secretary   of  State  -  Marquess  of  Lans- 

downe. 
Under   Secretary — Mr.    G.   Wyndham. 
Financial       Secretary — Mr.      J.       P. 

Williams. 

Additions  to  the  Army 

Wjmdham's,  Mr.,  Statement,  3far.  IB, 
607,  tf  19. 

Aldershot  Government  Railway  Siding — 
Erection  ot  Koof ,  proposed 
Q.  Mr.  Jeffrey ;  .4.  Mr.  J.  P.  Williams, 
Mar.  8,  378. 

Army  Corps 
Organisation 

O.   Sir  H.  Campbell-Bannerman, 
Mar,  12,  670. 

Supply    of    Cavalry,  Artillery,  etc., 
for  making   up    Three   Army 
Corps 
Dilke,  Sir  C,  on,  Mar.  IS,  628. 

Artillery,  See  subheading  Guns. 

Artillery  Chanfi;e8  in  1887— Reduction  of 
Royal  Horse  Artillery,  Authority 
responsible  for 
Q.    Sir  J.   Colomb;      A.  Mr.   J.  P. 
W  illiams.  Mar.  5,  30. 

Auxiliary  Forces — Strengthening  and  Im- 
proving Organisation  of  the  Aux- 
iliary Forces 
Wyndham's,    Mr.,    Statement,  Mar. 
1^,  610. 

\See   also  Titles  Volunteers,  Militia, 
etc.] 

Barracks,  See  that  TiUe. 


Army — cont. 

Cablets,'  ,sVr  subheading  Commissions. 

Chaplains — Number    and   Denomination, 
etc. 
Q.  Mi.  Weir ;  A.  Mr.  J.  P.  Williams, 
Mar.  12, 584. 

Clothine  Factory— Annual  Account  Pre- 
sented, Mar.  19,  1173. 

Colonial  Co-operation — Defence  of  the 
the  Empire 
Os.  Mr.  Wyndham  Mar.  IJ^,  004,  630  ; 
Sir  C.  DUke,  630,  031;  Mr. 
Buchanan,  640;  Capt.  Sinclair, 
662;  Sir  H.  Campbell-BaJiner- 
man,  672 ;  Sir  A.  Acland-Hood, 
Mar.  13,  803 ;  Mr.  Wyndham,  StiJ  ; 
Sir  J.  Colomb,  817. 

Commissions 

Cambridge      Students— Vice  -  Chan- 
cellor's Circular 
Q.    Mr.     Trevelyan ;      A.      Mr. 
Wyndham,  Mar.  19,  1 178. 

Colonial    Forces    in    South   .Africa- 
Similar  Commissioii  to  that  of 
Volunteer  Officers,  etc. 
V.  Mr.  Giles  ;  A.  Mr.  J.  V.   Wil- 
liams,  Mar.  9,481. 

Colonies,  Offer  of  Direct  Commisifions 
to  —  Seniority    o^  er    Militaiy 
Cmlets 
Q.   Sir  J.  Fergusson  :  .1.  Mr.  J. 
P.  Williams,  Mar.  8,  376. 

Field  Artillery  Commissions,  (Jrant- 
ing  to  Woohvich  Cadets 
Q.  Sir  J.  Colomb;  A.  Mr.  J.  P. 
Williams,  Mar.  1.?,  584. 

Promotions  from  the  Ranks 

Number  during  Past  Six  Months 

Q.  Captain  Norton;  A.  Mr. 

J.  P.  Williams,  Mar.  5,  24. 

South    African    War,  See   that 
Title. 

Sandhurst  and  Woolwich  C^adets— 
Granting  Commissions  to  Pub- 
lic Schools  and  Universities, 
Seniority  over  Cadets,  etc. 
Q.  Sir  J.  Fergusson ;  A.  Mr.  J. 
P.  Williams,  Mar.  8,  376  ;  Qs. 
Sir  J.  Fergusson,  Sir  J.  Colomb; 
As.  Mr.  J.  P.  Williams,  Mar. 
12,  583 ;  Os.  Sir  J.  Fergusson, 
Mar.  IS,  634 ;  Mr.  Wyndham, 
Mar.  IS,  813 ;  Sir  J.  Fergusson, 
Mar.  16,  1146;  Mr.  Wyndham, 
1150 ;  Sir  J.  Colomb,  Mar.  19, 
1268 ;  Mr.  Wyndham,  1273. 

Unsuccessful  Candidates,  granting 
Commissions  to 
Q.  Sir  J.  Fergusson  ;  A,  Mr.  J.  P. 
Williams,  Mar.  IS,  683 ;  0.  Sir 
H.  Campbell-Bannerman,  Mar., 
t6,U54. 
Volunteers  at  the  Front 

0.  Sir  J.  Colomb,  Mar,  19,  1269. 
Compulsory    Military   Service,    See  that 
Title. 

Contracts 

Expenditure  on    Stores,    etc.  Com- 

Sarative  Outlay    in    the      Three 
lingdoras— Returns,  See  Financial 
RelatiooBy  England  and  Ireland. 

S  K  2  [cent. 
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Contracts— cowf. 

Fraudulent  Contractors 

Bennett  and  Sons  alias  Under- 
wood,  etc. 
Qs.   Mr.    Howell,  Major 
Rasch,  Mr.  J.Lowther; 
As.  Mr.  J.  P.  Williams, 
Mar.  15,  912. 
Debate  on  the  Consolidated 
Fund  BiU,  Mar.  SO,  1326. 

Cartridges,    Defe<jtive,    aunplied 

by  Messrs.  Kynoch,  alleged 

Os.  Mr.  McKenna,  Mar.  20, 

1330 ;   Mr.  J.  P.  Williams, 

1334. 

Fraud  on  part  of  Contractor  and 
Error  on  part  of  Manufac- 
turer—Publishing  *'  Black 

List " 
Os.  Sir  H.  Campbell  Banner- 
man,  Mar.  20,  1339 ;  Mr. 
A.  J.  Balfour,  1341. 

Names  of  Contractors  supplying 
Defective  Stores,  and  Names 
of  Officers  responsible  for  Pass- 
ing Stores— Return  Presented, 
Mar.  12,  1668. 

Ross  and  Co.,  Messrs. 

Os.  Mr.  J.  Lowther,  Mar.  20, 
1328  ;  Mr.  J.  P.  Williams, 
1333. 

Underwood,  Mr.— Justice  of  the 
Peace  for  County  of  Mid- 
dlesex 
Q.    Mr.   Howell ;   .1.   Sir  R. 
Webster,  Mar.  16,  1066. 

Penalty    Clause    in    Ordnance    Con- 
tracts 
Os.  Mr.  Weir,  Mr.  J.  P.  Williams, 
Mar.  9,  612. 

Return 

Q.  Mr.   Howell;   A.  Mr.  J.  P. 
Williams,  Mar.  S,  376. 

Women  and  Children  working  Over- 
time in  Textile  Factories 
Q.  Sir  C.  DUke;   A.  Sir  M.  W. 
Ridley,  Mar.  9,  486. 

Defence  of  the  Empire,  See  that  Title. 

Discipline— Imprisonment  during   Active 
Service,  Case  of  Daniel  O'Connor 
0.  Mr.  T.  M.  Healy,  Mar.  S,  404. 

Double  Battalion  System 

Amold-Forster,  Mr.,  on.  Mar.  12,GS4. 

Egypt  and  the  Colonies— British  Troops  ' 
in.  Number  of  Battalions  in  June, 
1899 
0.  Mr.  Humi)hrey8-0wen ;  A.  Mr.  J. 
P.  Willianfs.  Var.  8,  377. 

Eighth  Division — Mobilisation  of    Artil- 
lery 
Q.    Gen.    Russell ;    A.     Mr.    J.    P. 
Williams,  Mar.  8,  369. 

[Sec  also  South  African  War— Rein- 
forcements.] 
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Electoral   Disabilities  (Military   Service) 
Bill,  See  that  Title. 


Army — co^^- 

Engineers— Additions,  Wyndhanvs,    Mr., 
Statement,  Mar.  12,  618. 

Enlistment— Wards  in  Chancery 

Qs.  Mr.  P.  O'Brien,  Capt.  Donelan; 
As.  Mr.  Wyndham.  Mar.  20,  1308. 

Ex-soldiers  re-joining  for  one    Yeax,  5e<? 
Sub-heading  Royal  Reserve  Battalions. 

Expenditure  _     ,  ,    ...  ^ 

Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer's  State 

Mar.  6,  63. 

Estimated  Expenditure  for  1900 

Q.  Sir  C.  Dilke  ;  ^.  Sir  M,  Hicks 
Beach,  Mar.  IS,  729. 

Expansion  of  the  Empire 

Wyndham,  Mr.,  on.  Mar.  12,  620. 

Increase   in    Expenditure,    Relations 
with  Foreign  Powers 
0.  Capt.  Sinclair,  Mar.  13,  800. 

South  African  War  Expenditure,  Su 
South  African  War  —  Cost  and 
Finance  of  the  War. 

Treasury  Control 

Bowles,  Mr.  G.,  on,  Mar.  20, 1353. 

[See  also  Army  Estimates.] 

Extravagant  System  —  "  Most  Extrava- 
gant System   in  any  Army  in  the 
World  *' 
Amold-Forster,  Mr.,  on.  Mar.  12,eM. 

Guns  ^     ,^  , 

Artillery  Volunteers,  See  V  olunteers. 

Blakely  Gun— Mrs.  Blakely's  Pension 
claim 
Q.  Mr.  Weir ;  ^.  Mr.  A.  J.  Bal- 
four, Mar.  6,  204. 

Coast    Defence  Guns— Guns  sent  to 
South  Africa,  allejjed 
Q.  Mr.  McKenna ;  A.  Mr.  J.  P. 
Williams,  Mar.  15,  912. 

Defective  Field  Guns  in  South  Africa, 
caused  by  the  use  of  Cordite, 
Replacing,  etc. 
Q.  Capt.  Norton  ;  A.  Mr.   J.  P. 
WUuamp,  Mar.  5, 26. 

French  Quick-firing  New  Field  (»un 
Q.  Major  Rasch  ;  A,   Mr.  J.  P. 
Williams,  Mar.  5,  31. 

Purchase  of,  in  Bohemia,  alleged 

Q.  Dr.   Tanner;    A.   Mr.    J.    P. 
Williams,  Mar.  12,  577. 

Reserve  of  Gims 

0.  Major  Jameson,  Mar.  12,  653. 

Supply  for  Making  up  Three  Army 
Corps 
0.    Sir  Charies  Dilke,  Mar.  It, 
629. 

Want  of  Uniformity  —  Difference 
between  British  and  Indian 
Homtzers 
Q.  Mr.  Amold-Forster;  A.  Mr, 
J.  P.  Williams,  Mar.  5,  31  ;  Q. 
Mr.  Amold-Forster;  A.  Lord 
G.  Hamilton.  Mar.  15, 132, 

Woolwich    Cadets,    Guns    for    Drill 
Purposes 
Q.  Mr.  Soames:    A.    Mr.  J.    P. 
WUliam^J/flfr.  /J,  915. 
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Horses 

Bedford  Mounted    Infantry — Insofii- 
cient  ]N umber  of  Horses,  etc., 
supplied 
y.  Capt.  Norton ;   A.  Mr.  J.  P. 
Williams,  Mar,  6,  28. 

Irish  Horses,  Purchasing,  etc. 

Q.  Cant.  Donelan ;  A .  Mr.  J.  P. 
Williams,  Mar.  5,  30  ;  Qs.  Mr. 
Lonsdale,  Capt.  Donelan,  Mr. 
T.  M.  Healy ;  As.  Mr.  J.  P. 
Williams,  Mar.  8,  377. 

Officers,    Absence   of,     on   Remount 
Duty 
Q.  Mr.  Yerburgh;  A.  Mr.  J.  P. 
Williams,  Mar.  8,  378. 

South  African  War,  See  that  Title. 

Hospital  Stores — Tenders  for  Wines 

Q.   Mr.   Loder;    A.   Mr.   Wyndham, 
Mar.  20,  1306. 

Imperial  Guards,  Formation  of,  for  India 
and  the  Colonies,  proposed 
Q.  Mr.  Malcolm ;  A.  Mr.  J.  P. 
Williams,  Mar.  8,  375;  Q,  Mr. 
Buchanan;  A.  Mr.  J.  P.  Williams, 
Mar.  12,  586. 

India,  See  that  Title. 

Inducements  to  £nlist 

Sinclair,  Captain,  on,  Mar.  13,  789. 

Infantry  Battalions,  Permanent  addition 
— Garrisoning  and  Protecting  Naval 
Stations,  etc. 
Wyndham's,  Mr.,  Statement,  ^ar.  12, 
619. 

Irish  Guards— Formation  of  New  Regi- 
ment, proposed 
Q.  Sir  J.  Maclure ;  A.  Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfoui',  Mar.  8,  375;  Q.  Mr. 
AmoldForster ;  A.  Mr.  J.  P.  WU- 
li&ms,  Mar.  12,  574. 

Land  Forces,  Number  of  Men,  etc. — Vote 
for,  Mar.  12,  678  ;  Mar.  IS,  175. 

Lee- Enfield  Rifle,  Inquiry  into  sighting      ' 
Q.  Mr.  Weir ;  A.  Mr.  J.  P.  WUliams, 
Mar.  IS,  727. 

Lee-Metford     Rifle,     Comparison     with 
Fore^  Rifles,  etc. 
Q.  Dr.  Tanner ;  ii.  Mr.  J.  P.  Williams, 
Mar.  5,  26. 

Length  of  Service — Cardwell  System,  etc. 
References  to  in  Debate  on  the  Esti- 
mates, Mar.  12,  642,  657,  673. 

Magazine  Rifles,  See  Title  Rifles. 

Mauritius  and  the  Indian  Native  Regi- 
ments, etc.,  Se€  Mauritius. 

Medical  Service 

Civilian  Doctors,  Employment  of 
0.    Dr.    Farquharson,    Mar.    16, 
1080. 

Departmental     Report  —  Delay     in 
Issuing^  Report  for  1898 
Q,  Dr.   Tanner;    A.  Mr.    J.    P. 
Williams,  Mar.  15,  912. 


Aimy — eont. 

Medical  Service — conL 

Examination   of    Troops— Men  Sent 
out  to  South  Amca  Unfit  for 
Service,  alleged 
0.  Mr.  Amold-Forster,  Mar,  16, 
1082. 
Increase  in  Vote,  etc. 

0.  Dr.  Tanner,  Mar.  IS,  819. 
Netley  Hospital,  See  that  Title. 
South  African  War,  See  that  Title. 
Stores,  Supply   of  Defective   Stores, 
etc. 
0.   Mr.    J.   Lowther,    Mar.    16, 
1090. 
"  Study  Leave"  for  Officers 

Os.   Dr.   Farquharson,  Mar.    16, 
1080,  1093. 
Unsatisfactory  State  of  the  Service, 
Dearth  of  Candidates,  etc 
Debate  on  the  Estimates,  Mar.  16, 
1079. 
Vote  for,  Mar.  16,  1077. 

Messing  Allowances,  Abolition   of,  pro- 
posed 
Q.  Sir  B.  Gurdon  ;  A.  Mr.  J.  P.  Wil- 
liams,  Mar.  9,  483. 

Military  Drill  in  Schools,  proposed 
0.  Mr.  L.  Sinclair,  Mar.  12,  666. 

Military  Lands  Provisional  Order  Bill,  See 
that  Title. 

Militia,  See  that  Title. 

Netley  Hospital,  See  that  Title. 

Officers 

Cavalry    Officers — Retired    Captains, 
Number   of.    Employment    in 
South  Africa,  etc. 
Q.  Captain  Norton  ;  A.  Mr.  J.  P. 
Williams,  Mar.  16,  909. 
Commands,  giving  to  Oflicers  on  the 
Reserve 
Q.  Major  Ra8ch  ;   A.  Mr.  J.  P. 
Williams,  Mar.  IJ,  584. 
CumniLssions,  See  that  Subheading. 
Expenses     of     living     in     Cavalry 
Regiments 
(J.  Capt.  J  easel.  Mar.  IS,  786. 
Native  Regiments,  Number  of  Officers, 
etc. 
0.  Capt.  Jessel,  Mar.  IS,  787. 
Officers  at  the  Front  who  have  not 
passed     through      the     Staff" 
College 
Q.    Mr.     G.     Bowles;    A*    Mr. 
Brodrick,  Mar.  6,  203. 
Retired  Officers  accepting  Volunteer 
Commissions — Nomination    by 
Commanding  Officers,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  Orr-Ewing;  A.  Mr.  J.  P. 
Williams,  Mar.  8,  379. 
Retired  Officers  in  the  Militia,  Retired 
Pay  Grievance 
Os.  Viscount  Hardinge,  Marquess 
Lansdowne,  Mar.  8,  350. 
Ordnance  Factories 

Annual  Account  Presented,  Mew.  20, 
1303. 

Misconduct   of  Employees — Applica- 
'     tions  for  Donations,  etc. ,  to  Con- 
tractors 
Q.  Capt.  Donelan  ;  A.   Mr.  J.  P. 
WilliamM,  Mar  J  J,  hll. 
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Prince  of  Wales's  Leinster  (Itoyal  Cana- 
dians)     Regiment,      Kepatriation 
proposed 
Q,   Mr.   Arnold-Forster ;  A.   Mr.   J. 
P.  Williams,  Mar,  12,  581. 

Kecruiting — Inspector  General's  Report 
Q,   Capt.     Sinclair;    A.    Mr.    J.   P. 
Williams,  Mar,  13,  728. 

Recruits — Age   of   Recruits,  Case   of  J. 
Martin 
Q.   Mr.   P.   O'Brien;   A,  Mr.  J.    P. 
WUliains,  3far.  75,911. 

Reform  of  Military  System,  Col.  Welby 
on,  Mar.  13,  115. 

Remounts,  Sec  Sub-heading  Horses. 

Rifles,  Rifle  Practice,  and  Rifle  Ranges, 
See  those  Titles. 

Royal  Reserve  Battalions 

Militiamen  purchasing  Discharge  and 
joining  Reserve  Battalion 
Q.  Capt.  Norton  ;  A.  Mr.  J.  P. 
Williams,  Mar.  8,  381. 

Policy  of  the  War  Office — Battalions 
for  Home  Defence,  etc. 
Os.  Sir  J.  Colomb,  Mar.  19,  1270  ; 
Mr.  W^-ndham,  1273;  Sir  C. 
Dilke,  1274  ;  Mr.  Arnold- 
Forster,  1277. 

Re-en^igement  into  Regular  Anny, 
Holding  same  Rank  as  in  Re- 
serve I&ttalion,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  J.  Wilson  ;  A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham,  .}far.  10,  1064. 

Serving  on  for  Pension 

().  Capt.  Jessel,  Mar.  IJ,  790. 

Wyndham's,  Mr.,  Statement,  Mar.  I/, 

007. 
Saddles — Purchase  of,  in  Bohemia,  alleged 
Q.     Dr.    Tanner;     A.     Mr.     J.     P. 

Williams,  Mar.  IJ,  oil. 

Scotland — Banuck     Accommodation     at 
Dingwall 
Q.  Mr.  W^eir;  .1.  Mr.  J.  P.  WUliams, 
Mar.  iv',  581. 

Sea    Power,    Influence    of — Icnoiing,    in 
Building   up  Military  .Policy 
Colomb,  Sir  J.,    on,    mar.   12,  603 ; 
Mar.  VJ,  1269. 

Separation  Allowances,  See  South  African 
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Army — cont. 

Strengthening  and  Improving  Forces — cont, 

Wyndham's,  Mr.,  Statement — cont. 

Additions  to  the  Establishment, 
607,  619. 

Criticism  of  the  Scheme,  615. 

Emergency  Scheme  for  Home 
Defences,  607. 

Guiding  Principle — Number  of 
Battalions  Abroad,  Correspond- 
ing Number  at  Home,  620. 

India — New  Native  Battalions, 
618. 

Permanent  Part  of  the  Scheme, 
617. 

Prospect  of  Raising  the  Force,  616 

\^oluntary  System  Alone  Pos- 
sible, 623. 

Teeth — Number  of  Recruits  Rejected  for 
bad  Teeth 
Q.    Mr.    Weir;    A.  Mr.    Wyndham, 
Mar.  16,  1096. 

Three  Year  Men  Re-joining— Pay,  Mess- 
ing Allowance,  etc. 
Q.  Sir  C.  DUke  ;  A.   Mr.  Wyndham, 
Mar.  20,  1308. 

Vacciimtion — Death  of  J.  Donovan,  King's 
Own  Yorkshire  Light  Infemtry 
Q.  Mr.  Bayley;    A.  Mr.  J.  P.  Wil- 
liams, Mar.  13,  728. 

Veterinary     Department  —  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Vacancy 
Q.  Captain  Jessel ;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
Mar.  19,  1179. 

Victoria  C/ross— Qualiflcations,  etc.,  for 
(.>.  Mr.  Allhusen  :  ^.  Mr.  J.  P.  Wil- 
liams, Mar.  12,  576. 

Volunteers,  Scr  that  Title. 

War    OlUce     Administration,    Sci     War 
Ottice. 

Yeomanry,  See  that  Title. 

Yorkshire  Regiment,  Battalions  on  Active 
Service  —  Emlxxlimcnt  of    Fourth 
Battalion 
(J.  Mr.  J.  Hutton ;  A.  Mr.  J.  P.  Wil 
,  liatns.  Mar.  13,  582. 

Army  Annual  Bill 

c.  IK.*  Mar.  16,  1160. 
2k.  Mar.  19,  1286. 


Shamrock,     Soldiers     wearing,     on    St.    -^^^"^  Estimates 


Patrick's  Day,  See  Shamrock. 

South  Africa — Probable  Force  necessary 
to  Garrison  South  Africa  after  the 
War 
Q.    Mr.    Buchanan ;    A.    Mr.    J.   P. 
Williams,  Mar.  5,  24. 

South  African,  Sec  that  Title. 

Stores    and    Store    Accommodation — In- 
crease in  Accommodation,  etc. 
Wyndham's,  Mr.,  Statement, 3/ar.  IS, 
619. 

Strengthening  and  Improving  Organisa- 
tion of  Regular  and  Auxiliary 
Forces 

Wyndham's,  Mr.,  Statement,  Mar.  I :, 
0(>*? ;  Debate  rcsunie<l.  Mar.  lo. 


6 


Excesses— £100,    Com.,   Mar.    lo,   1026; 
^e/>.^  Mar.  16,  1160. 

Statement  Presented,  Mar.  S,  367. 
Land    Forces    (430,000),  Com.,  Mar.    12, 
678  ;  Mar.  13,  775 ;  Jiep.*  Mar.  16, 114o. 

Local  Forces  in  South  Africa— Vote  for 
Q.    Sir    C.    DUke  ;    A.    Mr.   J.     P. 
WUliams,  Mar.  12,  673. 

\,See€U90  South  African  War— Colonial 
local  Forces.] 

Medical  EstablLshment,  etc.— £ooo,000, 
Com.,  Mar.  16,  1077;  Ri^.*'  Mar,  19, 
1282. 

Militia— £2,288,000,  Cam.  Mar.  /6,  1096  ; 
Ikp.*  Mar.  19,  1282. 

Ordnance  Factories  (Suppiomeutary  Vote) 
— £47,000,  Rep.*  Mar.  U,  oV2,  696. 
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Army  Estimates^-c^H^ 

Pay,  Allowances,    etc.— £15,200,000,  Eep. 
Mar.  16,  1145 ;  Mar.  19, 1267. 

Statement  (Mr.  Wyndhain),  Mar.  12,  602. 


Aston  Manor  Tramways  Bill 

/.  Committed,  Mar.  IZ,  546. 

Report  from  Committee  of  Selection,  Mar. 
6, 167  ;  Mar.  8,  334. 


Statement  Sho>ving  Nnmber  of  Forces  to 

be    provided  for  in  the  Estimates,    Astronomer  Boyal 


etc. 

Q.  Sir  J.  Colomb ;  A.  Mr.  Brodrick, 
Mar.  6",  203. 

Volunteers— £1,230,000,  Com.,    Mar.    10, 
1115;  B(^.*  Mar.  19,  1282. 

Yeomanry  Cavalry — £144,000,  Com.,  Mar. 
16,  1106  ;  Rep.*  Mar.  19,  1282. 

Army  and  Navy  Investment  Trust  Bill 

/.  2R.*  Mar.  6,  166. 
Committed,  Mar.  13,  697. 

Amold-Forster,  Mr.  H.  0.  [Belfast,  W.] 

Army 

Double  Battalion  System,  Objections 
to,  Mar.  12,  684 

Extravagant  MDitary  System,  Mar. 
i^,  684. 

Howitzer  Guns,  Diiierence  between 
British  and  Indian  Howitzer,  Mar. 
13,  732. 

Irish  Guards — Formation  of.  Mar.  12, 
574. 

Length  of  Service— Cardwell  System, 
etc.,  Mar.  12,  679. 

Prince  of  Wales*  Leinster  (Royal 
Canadians)  Regiment — Repatriation 
proposed,  Mar.  ij^,  581. 

Royal  Reserve  Battalions,  Policy  of 
the  War  Office — New  Infantry 
Battalions,  etc.,  Mar.  19,  1276. 

Strengthenin^and  Improving  Oi^gani- 
sation  of  Regular  and  Auxuiary 
Forces  —  Government  Proposals, 
Mar.  i4f,678. 

South  African  War 

Colonial  Prisoners,  Treatment  of,  at 
Pretoria,  Mar.  S,  368. 

Medical  Condition  of  Troops,  Arrival 
of  men  unlit  for  Service,  Mar.  16, 
1082. 

Art 

Science    and  Art  Department,  See  that 
Title. 

Artillery 

See  Army — Guns,  etc. 

Artistic  Ck>pyright 

See  Copyright  (Artistic)  Bill. 

Asia,  Centn^ 

Grants  of  Land  to  Russia  by  the  Amir  of 
Bokhara,  alleged 
Q.  Mr.  G.  Bowles;  A.  Mr.  Brodrick, 
Mar.  6,  35 

Asanith,  Bt.  Hon.  H.  H.  [Fife,  E.] 

Electoral  Disabilities  (Milit«u-y   Sendee) 
Bill,  2r.  Mar.  S,  410. 

Sale  of  Intoxicating  Liquors  to  Children 
(No.  2)  Bill,  2r.  Mar.  9,  518. 

Workmen's  Comji^nsation  Act  (1897)  Ex- 
tension  Bill  2li.  Mar.  21,  1424,  U2.j. 


Application  to  the  Admiralty  for  loan  of 
Ship  to  observe  the  Eclipse  of  the 
Sun 
0.  Admiral  Field,  Mar,  8,  448. 

Atkinson.  Rt.   Hon.   J. — Attorney  General 
for  Ireland  [Londonderry,  N.] 

Arms  Regulations 

Brady,  T.,  Case,  Mar.  19,  1193. 
Haire,  Major,  Case  of,  Mar.  9,  493. 

Ballivor  Dispensary  Doctor's  Fees,  Mar» 
13,  933. 

Ballivor  National  School,  Assault  on  Pupil 
by  Master,  Mar.  15,  933. 

Belfast 

Borough  Funds  —  Transmitting 
Annual  Abstract  of  Accounts  to 
Town  Clerk,  Mar.  8,  396. 

Constabulary,  Augmentation  of  Force, 
Mar.  9,  491. 

Riots— Ladysmith  Relief  Rejoicing, 
Damage  done  to  Roman 
Cathonc  Property,  etc..  Mar.  5, 
49  ;  Mar.  6,  218. 
Claims  for  Compensation,  Mar» 
12,  593. 

Bird,  Mr.,  Murder  of,  at  Bai^try 

Exclusion  of  the  Press  from  the 
Justices'  Examination,  Mar,  16, 
937. 

United  Irish  League  Meeting  at 
Bantry — Speech  by  Mr.  W.  O'Brien, 
Mar.  6,  46. 

Census 

Irish  Language  Census,  Mar.  9,  492. 
Regulations   lor    carrying  out,  etc., 
Mar.  20,  1323. 

Census  (Ireland)  Bill,  Intro.  Mar.  12,  598  ; 
Mar.  19,  1286. 

Coalisland  Riot,  Mar.  8,  398. 

Contempt  of  Court — Case  of  MyleB  Sin* 
nott.  Mar.  9,  493,  494. 

Cork,  Street  Preaching  in — Disturbances 
arising  out  of.  Mar.  15,  937,  964. 

DubUn 

Marlborough  Street  Training  College 
— Dismissal  of  Pupils,  Mar.  13, 
743. 

Registrar  General's  Office — Medical 
Referee  Appointment,  Mar.  20, 
1321. 

Students'  Attack  on  the  Civic  Flag 
at  the  Mansion  House,  Mar,  5,  47, 

48. 

Trinity  College 

Religious  Tests  —  Complaint 
against  Professor  of  Irish 
Literature,  Mar.  19,  1 194. 

Students  and  Labourers  Assault* 
inj:  (^on^Labltjs  Ineqiuilily  of 
SciitonccH,  Mtn\  .s',  4lM». 
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Atkinson,  Bt.  Hon.  J.—cont 

Dungannon  Workhouse  —  Number  of 
Roman  Catholic  and  Non-Roman 
Catholic  Inmates  and  Officials,  Mar.  9, 
490. 

Fine    or    Imprisonment    Act,    Date   of 
^  coming  into  Operation,  Mar.  ^Oy  1318. 

Inebriates  Act,  Failure  of,  alleged.  Mar. 
20,  1324. 

Irish  Flag,  Refusing  Permission  to  County 
Council  to  hoist  on  Irish  Courthouses, 
Mar.  20,  1322. 

Kildysart  Union  Council— Removal  of 
Mr.  P.  K.  0*Halloran,  allege<l,  Mar.  6, 
215. 

Land  Commission 

Commissioners  acting  as  Land  Agents 
— Case  of  Mr.  R.  Greene,  Mar.  9, 
491. 

Leitrim  County  Sittings,  Mar.  IS, 
934. 

Rae  Estate,  Delay  in  Sale,  Mar.  5, 
47. 

Skeritt  Estate,  Delay  in  Sale,  Mai\ 
19,  1194. 

Loan  Fund  Banks— New  Clause  to  be 
added  to  the  Loan  Fund  Bill,  suggested, 
Mar.  IS,  744. 

Maamtrasna  Murders,  Number  of 
Prisoners  still  in  Custody,  Mar.  15,  932. 

Market  Tolls — Alterations  under  Local 
Government  Act,  Mar.  19,  1198. 

Medical  and  Sanitary  Officers  holding 
Positions  as  Aldermen  and  County 
Councillors,  etc. ,  Mar,  15,  939. 

Monaghan  Lunatic  Asylum  Chapel,  Use 
of  by  Roman  Catholics  ami  Protestants, 
Mar.  8,  397. 

Mullingar  Lunatic  Asylum — Inquiry  into 
Death  of  Reilev  from  ill-treatment,  Ex- 
clusion oi  the  Press,  Mar.  19, 1197. 

Poor  Rates— Small  Tenants  Inability  to 
pay.  Levying  Rates  on  Landlords,  pro- 
posed, iWar.  6,214. 

Portadown  Disturbances 

Charges  before  Magistrates,  etc.,  Mar. 
19,  1195. 

Damage  done  to  Roman  Catholic 
Property,  etc..  Mar.  G,2\l. 

Portaferry,  alleged  night  I'olice  Visit, 
Mar.  19,  1196. 

Prisons 

(.^asev,  J.,  Death  of,  in  Mountjoy 
Prison-  Verdict  of  Coroner  s  Jury, 
Mar.  6,  219,  220. 

Exercise  Yards  and  Hain  Shelters, 
Mar.  5,  60 ;  Mar.  S,  399. 


Atkinson,  Bt.  Hon.  J,—<xmt. 

Shillelagh  Union  Hospital    Nuree,   Mar. 
:iO,  1321. 

Sur\'eyor8 — County  Surveyors,  etc. 

Increase  of  Salary-,  etc..  Mar.  9,  492 ; 
Mar.  15,  935. 

Second   Examination   of  Candidates, 
Mar.  8,  396. 

Thompson,  H.,  Murder  of,  near  Fermtinagh, 
Mar.  9.  494  ;  3Iar.  13,  743. 

Attorney  General 

Sir  R.  E.  Webster. 

Attorney  Oeneral  for  Ireland 

Rt.  Hon.  J.  Atkinson. 

Austin,  Mr.  M.  [Limerick,  W.] 

Shannon  Water  and  Electric  Power  Bill, 
2R.,  Mar.  19,  1165. 

Australasia 

Cape  to  Australia  Cable  Scheme 

Effect  of,  on  the  Pacific  Cable  Scheme 
Q.   Sir  E.    Sassoon ;  A.   Mr.  J. 
Chamberlain,  Mar.  IS,  733. 
Protest  by  Canada  and  New  Zealand 
Q.  Mr.  Hogan  ;  A.  Mr.  J.  Cham- 
berlain, Mar.  5,  34. 

Floating  Trade,  Vote  for,  Mar.  8,  462. 

Indian    Famine  —  Proposed    Government 
Contribution 
Q.  Mr.  H.  Roberts ;  A.  Mr.  J.  Cham- 
berlain, Mar.  8,  383. 

Naval  Defence  Contribution 

0.  Mr.  E.  Robertson,  Mar.  8,\\1. 

Penny  Postage 

Q.   Mr.    Hogan  ;    A.   Mr.    Hanbury, 
Mar.  ^0,  1310. 

South  African  War,  See  that  Title. 

Western  Australia 

Constitution   Acts   Amendment  Act, 
1899— Copy  Presented,  Mar.  5, 3, 21. 

Electoral  Act,  1899— Copy  Presented, 
Mar.  6,  3,  22, 

Goldfields  District  Inhabitants,  Griev- 
ances 
Q.  Mr.  Hogan  ;  A .  Mr.  J.  Cham- 
beriain.  Mar.  8,  383. 

Automatic  Bidlway  Ck>upling8 

Members  of  Parliament  Inspecting  Models, 
etc. 
Q.  Sir  F.   Flannery,  Sir  W.    Foster : 
.4*.  Mr.  Ritchie,  Mar.  19,  1186. 


Library  Regulations,  Mar.  15,  938.       I  Auxiliary  Forces 

Officials  —  Case   of    Warder    Flyun,  i         See  Titles,  Yeomanry,  Volunteers,  etc 
il/ar.i9, 1196.  , 

Queen's  College,  Cork,  Medical  Chairs—    Avoch,  BosS-shire 

Roman    Catholic    Professors    ami   the  Fishing  Boats,  Loss  of    during  Storm- 

\  acant  Professorship,  Mm-.  9,  491.  Grant-in-aid  for  Harbour,  proposed 

Roman     Catholic    Disabilities  —  Judge  i  Q.     Mr.     Weir;    A.     Mr.     A.     G. 

O'Brien's  Will,  Mar.  19,  1195.  Murray,  Mar.  6,  213. 
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;  Mr.  J.  O.  A.  [Glasgow,  Central]        f  Balfoor,  Bt.  Hon.  A.  J.—conl. 

War  Loan  —  Preference  to  Applications 
made  by  British  SubjectH,  Mar.  15^  917. 


School  Board  Elections  (Scotland),  Voting 
Disqualifications — Legislation,  Mar.  It, 
593. 


Bakehouses  (Hours  of  Labour)  Bill 

c.  2R.,  Mar.  19,  1288. 

Baker,  Sir  J.  [PortHnumth] 

Navy 

Dockyard     Labourers'      Pay, 
Mar.  ^,  419  ;  Mar.  IS,  731. 

Food  Question,  Mar.  ^,416. 


etc., 


Balcarres,  Lord  [Lancashire,  Chorley] 

Electric  Power  Bills — Nomination  of  Com- 
mittee by  the  Committee  of  Selection, 
Mar.  6,  206 ;  Mar.  16,  1058. 


South  African  War 

Explosive  Bullets,  Use  of,  by  the 
Boers — Declaration  of  St.  Peters- 
burg, Mar.  5,  23. 

Peace  Overtures 

Pre&idenU  Kruger's  and  Steyn's 
Proposals,  Mar.  It,  669  ;  Mar, 
13,  726. 

United  States  Otfer  of  Medita- 
tion, Mar.  15,  906. 

"  Stop  the  War "  and  Pro-Boer  Meetings, 
etc.  — Disturbances  Directed  against 
Opponents  of  the  War — Right  of  Free 
Speech,  Mar.  13,  745 ;  Mar.  15,  928,  929, 
941,  948,  955. 


Balfour   of  Burleigh,  Lord—Seaetary  for  ; 

Scotland  \  BaUivor 

Education  (Scotland)  BiU,  Intro.  Mar.  16,  I         DUpensary  Doctors'  Fees 


1031,  1046. 

Balfour,  Bt.  Hon.  A.  J.— First  Lord  of  the 
Trea,9ury  [Manchester,  E.] 

Agricultural  Holdings  Bill— Separate  Bill 
for 


Q.  Mr.  P.  O'Brien  ;  A.  Mr.  Atkinson, 
Mar.  15,  933. 

National  School— Assault  on  a  Pupil  by 
Master 
Q.  Mr.  P.  O'Brien ;  A.  Mr.  Atkinson, 
Mar.  15,  932. 


For  Scotland,  suggested,  Mar.  tO,  1312. 

Army  Contracts — Fraudulent  Contractors, 

etc.   Fraud  on  Part  of  Contractor  and 

Error  on  Part  of  Manufacturer,  "  Black  '  Banbury,  Mr.  F.  O.  [Camberwell,  Peckham] 

Li«t"  PubUcation.  Mar.  20,  1340.  Bakehouses  (Hours  of  Labour)  Bill,  2r., 

Blakely    Ciun— Mrs.     Blakely's    Pension  i  Mar.  19,  1288. 

Claim,  Mar.  6,  203.  Boilers  Registration  and  Inspection  Bill, 

Business  of  the  House — Postponement  of  |  2r.,  Mar.  7,  311. 

Army  Vote,  Mar.  16,  1167.  Municipal  Trading  Committee,  Mar.  21, 

Coal  Supply — Welsh  Anthracite  Coal, 
Suggestefl  Inquiry,  Mar.  19,  1190. 

Government  Contracts  —  Comparative 
Outlay  in  the  Three  Kingdoms,  Return 
— Financial  Relations  between  England 
and  Ireland,  Mar.  15,  915 ;  Mar.  19, 
1199 ;  Mar.  i^O,  1319 ;  Mar.  21,  1432. 

Hospitals — Exemption  from  Local  Taxa- 
tion, Mar.  19,  1189, 

Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Bill — 
Date  of  Second  Reading,  Mar.  12,  597. 

Irish  Coercion  Act,  1887 — Repeal  Pro- 
posed, Mar.  12,  596. 

Irish  Guards — Foniiation  of,  proposed. 
Mar.  S,  375. 

Metropolitan  Parliamentary  Divisions, 
Alteration  of.  Mar.  6'  401. 

Municipal   Trading  Committee,  Mar.  21, 
1430. 
Deferment    of     Bills    Promoted     by 
Municipal    Authorities,  etc..  Mar. 
5,  50. 
Patriotic  Fund — Committee   of    Inquiry, 
Hours  of  Sitting,  Mar.  6,  221. 

Queen's  Visit  to  Ireland — Suggested  Visit 
to  Belfast,  Mar.  15,  939. 

Railways  (Prevention  of  Accidents)  Bill — 

Date  of  Second  Reading,  Mar.  9,  494 ; 

Mar.  19,  1190. 
Sale  of  Intoxicating  Liqur)rs  to  Children 

(No.  2)  Bill,  Mnr.  U,  :y*6,  624,  .Vitt,  529. 


1430. 

Old  Age  Pension}*  Bills,  2k.,  Min\  7,  327. 

Sale  of  In toxicaiiiig  Liquors  to  Children 
(No.  2)  Bill,  2k.,  Mar.  9,  528. 

Bangkok-Khorat  Bailway 

British    Finns'    Di.sirute    w'wU    Siamese 
Government 
Q.   Sir  C.  DUke;  A.  Mr.    Brodrick, 
Mar.  16,  1067. 

Banking 

Ireland  —  Statistics,     Copy      Presented, 
Mar.  15,  904  ;  Mar.  16,  U»30. 

Bankraptcy  Ck>nrt8,  Ireland 

Annual  Returns  Presented,  Mar.  9,  478  ; 
.  Mar.  12,  547. 

Bantry 

Bird,  Mr.,  Murder  of 

Exclusion    of   the   Press    from    the 
Justices'  Examination 
Q.    Captain    Donelan  ;    A.    Mr. 
Atkinson,  Mar.  15,  937. 

United  Irish  I..eague  Meeting— Speech 
by  Mr.  W.  O'Brien 
Q.  Mr.  Juhuston  :  A.  Mr.  Atkin- 
son, Mar.  5,  41). 
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Barnes,  Mr.  F.  O.  [Kent,  Faversham] 

Militia  Officers  on  Active  Service — 
Vacancies  in  Establishment,  etc.,  Mar. 
IJ,  576. 

Barnsley  Ck>rporation  Bill 

/.  2r.*  Mar.  5,333. 

Committed,  Mar.  15,  894. 

Standing  Orders  to  be  Dispensed  with, 
Mar.  5,  1  ;  Mar.  13,  721. 

Barracks 

Dingwall  Barrack  Accommodation 

Q.  Mr.  Weir  ;  A.  Mr.  J.  P.  WUliams, 
Mar.  IJ,  581. 

Enniskillen,    Removal    of    Headquarters  • 
from 
Q.  Mr.  Archdale ;  .1.  Mr.  Wyndham,  I 
Mar.l9,ni9.  \ 

Malta,  Sanitary  Condition 

Q.  Mr.  Stevenson  ;  A.  Mr.  J.  Cham- 
berlain, Mar.  15,  922. 

Barry,   Bt.   Hon.  A.  H.   Smith-  [Hunts, 

Huntingdon] 

Huntingdon  Corporation  Bill,  2R.,  Mar, 
13,  707,  715. 

Barry  Bailway  (Steam  Vessels)  Bill 

/.  Committed,  Mar,  5,  3. 

lieport    from    Committee    of   Selection, 


eport 
Mar, 


13,  698. 


Bartley,  Mr.  Q.  0.  T.  [Islington,  N.J 

Budget 

Custom  House  Clearance,  Mar.  8,  393. 

War  Loan,  Mar.  5,  112. 

Electoral  Disabilities  (Military  Service) 
Bill,  Cow*.,  Mar.  15,  1020,  1022. 

Jamaica  Railway — Exchanging  Deben- 
tures for  Colonial  Stock,  Mar.  8,  384. 

Sate  of  Intoxicating  Liquors  to  Children 
(No.  2)  Bill,  2r.,  Mar.  9,  532. 

South  African  War 

Johannesburg  Nurses,  Mar.  16,  1094, 
1095. 

Delay  in  Delivery  of  Parcels  for  the 
Troops,  Mar.  16,  1064. 

"  Stop  the  War  "  and  Pro-Boer  Meetings, 
etc. — Disturbances  Directed  against 
Opponents  of  the  War,  Right  of  Free 
Speech,  etc..  Mar,  15,  968. 

Basuto  Ponies 

Ofter  to  Purchase  for  South  Africa 

Qn.  General  Russell,  Sir  J.  Colomb  ; 
As.  Mr.  J.  P.  Williams,  Mar.  8, 
370,  371. 

Bayley,  Mr.  T.  [Derbyshire,  Chesterfield] 

Political  Pensions — Number,  Amounts, 
etc.,  J/or.  13,  730. 

Vaccination  in   the  Army — Death   of  J. 
Donovan,  King's  Uwn  Vuikshnc  Liglit 
'      Infantry,  Mar.  IJ,  728. 

10 


Beach,  Bt.  Hon.  SirM.  B.—Chancei/or  o/ 

the  Exchequer  [Bristol,  W.] 

Beer  Duty —Budget  Proposals,  Temporarv 
Duty,  Mar.  U,  587. 

Budget  Statement,  Mar.   5,  53,  103,    11^4, 
105,  137. 

Custom  House  Clearance,  Mar.  8,  393. 

Cable  Communication,  St.  Helena  and 
Cape  Town,  and  St.  Helena  and 
Ascension  Cable  Routes — Messages 
passing  through  Portuguese  Stations, 
Mar.  12,  586. 

Company  Dividends— Assessment  of  In- 
come Tax  on  Dividends  accrued  before 
Mar.  31,  1900,  but  not  paid  out  till  after 
that  date.  Mar.  IJ,  587. 

Death  Duties  and  Soldiers'  Estates — Non- 
commissioned Officers,  Mar.  13,  730; 
Mar.  19,  1184. 

Finance  Bill,  2u.,  Mar.  19,  1256. 

Military  and  Naval  Expenditure — Esti- 
mated Expenditure  for  1900,  Mar.  13, 
729. 

Political  Pensions — Number,  Amount^i, 
etc..  Mar.  13,  730. 

South  African  War— Cort  of  the  War, 
Colonial  Contribution,  Mar.  8,  374. 

Stamp  Duties  and  the  Brokers*  Produce 
Contract  Notes,  Mar.  8,  393 — Alteration 
in  Clause  of  Finance  Bill,  if  or.  19,  1183. 

Sugar  Cultivation  in  the  United  Kingdom 
Removal  of  Restrictions  proposed.  Mar. 
8,  .394. 

Trust  Fund  Investments  in  Colonial  Secu- 
rities, Mar.  15,  922. 

War  Loan,  Mar.  6,  235. 

Amount  Subscribed,  Nationality  of 
Subscribers — System  of  Allotment, 
etc..  Mar.' 19,  1170. 

Preference  to  Applications  made  by 
British  Subjects,  Mar,  15,  917. 

War  Loan  BUI,  2r.,  Mar.  13, 766. 

Bedford,  Duke  ot 

South  African  War — Militia  Recruits  and 
the  Musketry  Training,  Mar.  15,  896. 

Bedford  Mounted  Infeuitry 

Insufficient  Supplies  of  Horses  and  Cloth- 
ing for  S^uth  Africa,  alleged 

Q.  Captain  Norton ;  A.  Mr.  J.  P. 
Williams,  Mar.  5,  28. 

Bee-keeping  in  Scotland 

Numbers  of  Hives  distributed,  etc.,  by 
Congested  Districts  Boarcl 

g.  Mr.  Weir ;  A.  Mr.  A.  G.  Murray, 
Mar  JO,  1316. 

Beer  Duty 

Additional  Taxation — Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer's  Statement,  Mar.  J,  71. 

Customs  —  liesolution,  Mur.  J.  1()3  : 
AV/y.,  Mar.  0,  200 

[conL 
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Beer  Dnty— con^.  I  Bezhill  and  Botherfleld  Railway  Bill 

Additioual  Taxation— cc//iY.                           i  /.  Committed,  Mar.  J,  3. 

Debate  on  the  Finance  liill,  Mar.  10,  Report    from  Committee     of    Selection, 

1202.                                                         I  fy^^r.  19,  1162. 
Excise  —  Resolution,    Mar.    J,    160  ;  I 

Rep.,  Mar.  6',  259.  j  Bhownaesree,  Sir  M.   M.  [Bethnal  Green, 

Temporary  Duty                                    I  N.E.] 

Q.    Captain   Pliill potts  ;    A.    Sir  |  Bethnal  Green  Infirmary— Application  for 


M 


uapt 
.  H. 


Beach,  Mar.  U,  587. 


Begg,  Mr.  F.  F.  [Glasgow,  St.  Rollox] 
Budget— War  Loan,  etc.,  Mar.  6',  243. 


Nursing  Stall',  Decision  of  Local  Goyem- 
ment  Board,  etc..  Mar.  6,  211. 

Bill,  Mr.  C.  [Staffordshire,  Leek] 

Automatic  Railway  Couplings,  Metr.  19, 

1187. 
Militia,  Enlistment  of  Old  Soldiers,  Mus- 
ketry training,  Abolition  of  title,  etc.. 
Mar.  16,  1098. 


Belfast 

Borough  Funds  —  Transmitting  Annual 
Abstract   of    Accounts    to    Town 
Clerk 
Q.  Mr.  Macaleese ;  A.  Mr.  Atkinson,    Bills 
iMar.  S,  395. 

Police — Augmentation  of  Force 

Q.  Mr.  Macaleese ;  ^.  Mr.  Atkinson,  i  Billson,  Mr.  A.  [Halifax J 
Mar.9,4t90. 


Private  Bills,  See  that  Title. 


Finance  Bill,  2r.,  Mar.  19, 1246. 

'^"^"i^^B^ltot^''^*'''^"^''^^''^^  ^^'' '  Bird.  Mr.,  Murder  of 

Exclusion   of    the    Press   from   Justices' 
Examination 
Q.  Captain  Donelan ;  A.  Mr.  Atkin- 
son, Mar.  16,  937. 

United  Irish  League  Meeting  at  Bantry — 


Q.  Mr.  W.  Johnston ;  A.  Mr.  A*  J. 
Balfour,  Mar.  15,  939. 

Riots — Ladysmith  Relief  Rejoicings 

Q.  Dr.  Tanner ;  A.  Mr.  Atkinson, 
Mar.  5,  49. 
Claims  for  Compensation 

Q.   Mr.  Macaleese ;  A.   Mr.  At- 
kinson, Mar.  12,  593. 


ted  insn  i^eaffue  Meetrng  at  n 

Speech  by  Mr.  W.  O'lirien 
Q.  Mr.  W.  Johnston ;  A.  Mr. 


Atkin- 


son, Mar.  5,  46. 


Damage  to  R^an  Catholic  l^roperty  ,  Birmingham  (King  Edward  the    Sixth) 

Qs.  Mr.  Macaleese,  Dr.  lanner;  |  Schools  Bill 

As.  Mr.  Atkinson,  Mar.  6,  217.  '  /   o^  •  i^        * .   -^.. 

*  /.  2r.    Mar.  12,  4>4b. 


Bennett  and  Son 


Committed,  Mar.  19,  1161. 


Misconduct  of  (lovernment   Contractors,    Birmingham  University  Bill 
.SV*'   Army  Contracts  - -Fraudulent  Con-  .    .,         ._    ,    ,..       ^    ._. 

tractors.  .  '•  ^'«>»»tted.  Mar.  9, 465. 


'  Births,  Marriages,  and  Deaths 

Scotland  —  Rej^istrar-General's 
l*fcbeuted,  Mhv.  'J,  466,  479. 


Report 


Bermuda 

Dock,  Progress  in  Works,  etc. 

Q.  Mr.  W.  Allen ,  A.  Mr.  A.  Cham- 

berlain,  Mar.  20,  1310.  Bisset's,  Mr.,  Statement 

Garrison  j         Seaforth  Highlanders  iu  tlie  Ma-cisiuutein 

0.  Mr.  Wyndham,  Mar.  12,  622.  Engagement 

Bernera.  Island  of  '^'tv^''^ ''  ^'  ^^  '^"''""'^  ^'"'- 

Small  Holdings  Scheme 

Q.  Mr.  Weir ;  A.  Mr.  A.  G.  Mur.^v,    Blackpool,  St.  Anne's  and  Lytham  Tram- 
ways Bill 

Examiners'  Certificate  Referred  to  Stand- 
ing Orders  Committee,  Mar.  6,  165  ; 
Order  Discharged,  Mar.  8,  334. 


Mar.  20,  1316. 

Bethell,  Ck>m.  G.  B.  [York,E.R.,  lloldernessj 

Defence  of  the  Empire — Reserve  Army, 
Fleet  0.  Army,  ete..  Mar.  19,  1279. 

Navy 

Hospital,  System    of   Nursing,    ete.. 

Mar.  8,  433. 
Rations — Revision  of  Scale  of  liations 

proposed.  Mar.  8,  411,  416. 

Sunday    Closing    (Monmouthshire)    Bill, 
2r.*  Mot.  14,  830. 

Bethnal  Green  Dispensary 

Application  for  Nursing  Staff,  ete. — Deci- 
sion    of    the     Ix>cal     Govenuuent 
Board 
^.    Sir    M.    Bhowna;:groc :    J.    Mr. 
Chaplin,  Mar.  6.  211. 
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Blakely  Gun 

Blakely's,  Mrs.,  Pension  Claim 

Q.  Mr.  Weir ;  A.  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour, 
Mar.  (i.  204. 

Bloemfontein 

Surrender  of  3,U0U  Boers  on  Lord  Roberts's 
Terms 
Q.  Mr.  Lloyd-George;  A.  Mi.  J.  P. 
Williams,  Mar.  13,  727. 

Blundell,  Colonel  H.  B.  [Lancashire,  Ince] 
Army    Medical    Service,   Separation    of 
Medical    I)ei*aiimcnt    from    Iteiriment, 
Mar.  id',  1086. 

\o(mL 


Bhi— Bre 


INDEX. 

Mar,  5 — Mar,  21. 


[Vol  80. 


BlundelL  Colonel  H.  B.-^cant. 

Transport  of  Troops  to  the  Front,  etc., 
Mar.  12,  667. 

Blsrthswood,  Lord 

Militia — Useless  Equipment  and  old  Belts, 
Mar.  15,  897,  899. 

Board  of  Agriculture 

Ste  Agricoltore. 

Board  of  Trade 

Sfs  Trade. 

Board  Schools 

Church     Coppenhall    Parish    Almanack, 
Affixing  to  Wall  of  Board  School, 
etc 
Q,   Mr.   S.  Smith  \  A,   Sir  J.   Gorst, 
Mar.  5,  43. 

Bohemia 

Purchase  of  Guns   and    Saddles  by  the 
British,  for  South  Africa,  alleged 
Q.     Dr.     Tanner;    A.     Mr.     J.    P. 
Williams,  Mar.  It,  577. 

Boilers  Registration  and  Inspection  Bill 

c.  2r.,  Mar  7,2m. 

Petitions,  Mar,  7,  266 ;  Mar.  9,  477. 

Boilers    Registration     and    Inspection 
(No.  sTsill 

c.  Bill  withdrawn,  Mar.  S,  40.S. 

Bokara,  Amir  of 

Grants  of   Land  in  the  Courses  of   the 
Upper  Oxus  to  Russia,  alleged 
Q.  Mr.  G.  Bowles ;  A.  Mr.  Brodrick, 
Mar,  6,  36. 

Bombay 

Famine  and  the  Land  Revenues — Enforc- 
ing Payment  in  the  Alibagh  Dis- 
tnet,  alleged 
Q.  Sir  W.  Wedderburn ;  A.  Lord  G. 
Hamilton,  Mar,  8,  382. 

Boots 

Volunteers — Boot  Grant,  proposed 

Q.    Col.  Pryce-Jones ;   A.  Mr.   J.  P. 
Williams,  Mar,  8,  380. 

Bournemouth  Corporation  Bill 

/.  2r.*  Mot.  16,  1029. 

Attorney  General's  Report,  Mar.  16,  893. 

Bowles,  Major  H.  F.  [Middlesex,  Enfield] 

Friem  Bamet  Water  Supply,  Mar,  19, 
1187. 

Bowles,  Mr.  T.  Q.  [Lynn  Regis] 

Budget — War  Expenditure,  etc..  Mar,  6, 
90  ;  Mar,  6,  252. 

Civil  Service  Promotion  Rules— Appoint- 
ments to  Staff  Posts,  etc.,  Mar.  19, 
1184. 
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Bowles,  Mr.  T.  Q.—^ane, 


Contraband   of    War   and    the  Right  of 
Search 
"  Bundesratli,"  Seizure   of,  in    South 
African  Waters— Releasing  Mails, 
Mar.  19, 1177. 

"  Herzog,"  Detention  of,  at  Durban— 
Prize  Court  Authority  and  the 
Action  of  the  Admiralty,  3/ar.  19, 
1174. 

Electoral    Disabilities  (Military  Service) 
Bill,  2r.,  Mar.  S,  406. 

Estate  Duty,  Evasions,  Mar.  9,  485  ;  Mar. 
19,  1223,  1227. 

Finance  Bill,  2r.,  Mar  19,  0231, 

Lunacy  Board  (Scotland)  Salaries,    etc, 
Bill,  Com.,  Mar.  9,  511,  512. 

Navy 


Languages — Deficiency  in  the  Teach- 
ing of  Modem  Languages,  etc., 
^lar.  8, 441. 

Sailors'  Kits— Tape  Measurement** 
Irritation,  Want  of  Uniformity  in 
Admiralty  Standard,  etc.  Mar.  8, 
416. 

Political  Pensions — Lord  Cross,  Mar.  IS, 
730. 

Russia  and  Persia— Russian  Railway  Con- 
struction, Lease  of  Bundar  Abbas,  etc. 
Mar.  5,36. 

Russia  and  the  Amir  of  Bokhara — Grant 
of  Land  in  the  Upper  Courses  of  the 
OxuH,  alleged,  Mar.  6,  35. 

Sale  of  Intoxicating  Liquors  to  Children 
(No.  2)  Bill,  2r.,  Mar.  9,  532. 

South  African  War— Officers  at  the  Front 
who  have  not  Passed  the  Staff  College 
Examination,  Mar.  6",  203. 

Treasury  Control  over  Government  De- 
partments, Mar.  20,  1353. 

War  Loan  Bill,  2R.,  Mar.  IS,  763. 

Bra4y,  T.,  Case  of 

Q.  Mr.  T.  M.  Healy  ;  A.  Mr.  Atkinson, 
Mar.  19,  1193. 

Bray  Urban  District  Ck>uncil  Bill 

Petition— Standing  Orders  to  be  Dis- 
pensed with.  Mar.  20,  1301. 

Bray  and  Enniskerry  Bailway  Bill 

c.  2r.»  Mar.  14,  821. 

Standing  Order  Complied  with,  Mcur,  9, 

Standing  Orders  to  be  Dispensed  with. 
Mar.  IS,  721. 

Brazil 

Trade  Report  Presented,  Mar.  tO,  1290. 

Brewery    and   Ck>mmercial   XnTestme&t 
Trust,  Limited,  Bill 

/.  2R.*i»far.5,  333. 
Committed,  Mar.  15,  894. 
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Brighton  Corporation  Bill 

Minutes  of  Evidence  taken  before  the 
Committee  on  tlie  Brighton  Corporation 
Bill — Ordered  to  be  referred  to  (Dr. 
Farquharson),  Mar.  15,  721. 

Bristol  Water  Bill 

/.  Committed,  Mar.  5,  3. 

"Britannia" 

Candidates — Ralsinj^  Age  of  Candidates, 
etc. 
References  to  in  Debate  on  the  Esti- 
mates, Mar.  8, 444. 

British  Central  African  Rifles 

See  Africa,  Central. 

British  Gas  Light  Company  (Staffordshire 
Potteries)  BiU 

c.  2r.*  Mar.  5,20. 

British  Museum 

Return  Presented,  Mar.  6,  21. 

Brixton  By-£lection 

New  Member  Sworn,  Mar.  SO,  1325. 
New  Writ,  Mar.  15,  904. 

Broadhurst,  Mr.  H.  [Leicester] 

Army  Contracts — Fraudulent  Contractors, 
Mar.  SO,  1335, 

Budget— War  Loan,  Mar.  5,  100. 

Dogs  Regulation  Bill,  Intro.,  Mar.  16, 
985. 

Electoral  Disabilities  (Military  Ser\ice) 
Bill,  Com.,  Mar.  16,  1021. 

"  Stop-the-War  "  and  Pro-Boer  Meetings — 
Disturbances  directed  against  Oppo- 
nents of  the  War — Right  ofFree  Speech, 
etc.,  Mar.  16,  951. 

Brodrick,  Rt.  Hon.  St.  John— Under  Sea  e- 
tary  for  Foreign  Affairs  [Surrey,  Guild- 
ford] 

Army  Estimates— Statement  Showing 
Number  of  Forces  to  be  Provided  for  in 
the  Estimates,  etc..  Mar.  6,  203. 

British  Central  African  Rifles  in  Mauritius, 
Departure  for  Somaliland,  Mar.  6\  205. 

Cape  to  ('airo  Telegraph  Construction — 
Line  of  Steamers  Conveying  Material 
to  Chinde,  Mar.  8,  386. 

China 

British  Trade  on  Waterways,  Taking 
off  British  Ships,  alleged,  Mar.  19, 
1180. 

Nanning  Fu,  Opening  as  Treaty  Port, 
etc.,  Mar.  8,  385. 

"  Open-door  "  Policy— Co-operation  of 
the  United  States  with  England, 
Mar.  8,  386. 

Protection  of  British  Interests,  Mar. 
to,  1182. 
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China — cant. 

West    River — Protection   of    British 
Trade,  etc. 
Piracy,  Mar.  19,  1181. 

Progress   in  Opening  up  Trade, 
Mar.  5,  34. 

Contraband  of  War  and  the  Right  of 
Search 
"  Herzog,"  Detention  of,  at  Durlian— 
Prize  Court  Authority  and  the 
Action  of  the  Admiralty,  Mar.  19, 
1175.. 

"  Mashona,"  Seizure  of,  etc..  Mar.  19, 
1178. 

Crown  Agents  for  the  Colonies — Uganda 
Railway,  Commission  on  Materials 
Shipped,  Mar.  8,  386. 

Delagoa  Bay 

Acquisition  of,  by  England — Negotia- 
tions between  England  and  Por- 
tugal, alleged.  Mar.  6,  206. 

Railway  Arbitration  Award— Delay, 
Mar.  9,  484. 

Dresden,  Anti-British  Demonstrations, 
Mar.  15,  918. 

Lyall,  Mr.— British  Consul  at  Ciudad 
Bolivar,  Murder  of,  Mar.  SO,  1312. 

Persia — Custom  House  Claims  of  British 
Merchants,  Mar.  SO,  1311. 

Pilgrims— British  Indian  Pilgrims,  Arab 
Attacks  on.  Settlement  of  Claims,  Mar. 
16,  1067. 

Riiie  Ranges 

Closed  Ranges— Return,  Mar.  6,  205. 

Colchester  Range  at  Middlewick— 
Date  of  Opening,  Mar.  6,  205. 

Roman  Catholic  University  Education 
Abroad— Papers  relating  to.  Mar.  13, 
735;  Mar.  20,  1311. 

Russia  and  the  Amir  of  Bokhara — Grant 
of  Land  in  the  Upper  Courses  of  the 
Oxus  to  Russia,  alleged.  Mar.  5,  36. 

Russia  and  Persia — Russian  Railway  Con- 
struction, Lease  of  Bundar  Abbas,  etc., 
Mar.  5,  35. 

Seamen's  Advance  Notes — Prohibition  of, 
in  United  States,  Mar.  U,  592. 

Siam  — Bangkok -Khorat  Railway  Con- 
tract, English  Firm's  Dispute  with 
Siamese  Government,  Mar.  /6\  1068. 

South  African  War 

Australian  Contingents — Rate  of  Pay, 
Imperial  Government  defraying,  etc. 
Mar.  G,  201. 

Boer  Prisonei-s— Number  in,  or  near 
Cape  Town,  Mar.  a,  200. 

Cronje,  (ieneral  —  Imprisonment  on 
Board  Ship,  Mar.  6,  200. 

Mackenzie,  Major— Fate  of,  in  the 
Magersfontein  Engagement,  Mar. 
6, 201.  o-c  . 

Officers  at  the  Front  who  have  not 
passed  the  Staff  College  Exam- 
ination,  Mar.  G,  203. 
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Brodrick,  Bt.  Hon.  St.  John— ^-ow^ 

South  African  War— ro/i/. 

Paget's  Hoi-se,  Delay  in  Departure 
tor  the  Front — War  Office  handing 
over  Militant  Arrangements  to  the 
Imperial  Yeomanry  Committee, 
Mar.  6,  202. 
Peace  Overtures  —  CJorrespondence 
relating  to,  Insufficient  Copies  for 
Members,  Mar.  15 y  918. 

Venezuela  Arbitration — Incidence  of  Cost, 
Mar.  16,  1068. 

Volunteers— Easter  MancDu\Tes,  Abandon- 
ment of,  for  1900 — Training  of  London 
Volunteers,  Mar.  6,  205. 

Waima  Incident — Arbitration,  Mar.  10^ 
1068. 

Brokers*  Contract  Produce  Notes 

Se^  Stamp  Duty. 

Brunner,  Sir  J.  T.  [Cheshire,  North^^ich] 
Boilers  Registration  and  Inspection  Bill, 
2r.,  Mar.  7,  .309,  310. 

Corporal  Punishment  in  Elementary 
Schools,  Instructions  to  Inspectoi-s,  etc.. 
Mar.  5,  42. 

Electric  Power  Bills  —  Appointment  of 
Committee,  Mar.  1G,  1058,  1059. 

Hoylake  and  West  Kirby  Improvement 
Bill,  2k.,  Mar.  L:\  563,  566. 

Huntingdon  Corporation  Bill,  2r.,  Mar. 
/^,706,  714,  715. 

Bryce,  Bt.  Hon.  J.  [Aberdeen,  S.] 

Aberdeen  Post  Office— Building  New  Post 
Office,  Mar.  19,  1191. 

Boilers  Registration  and  Inspection  Bill, 
2r.  Mar.  7,  306. 

Electric  Power  Bills— Appointment  of 
Committee,  Mar.  16,  1054. 

Huntingdon  Corporation  Bill,  2r.  Mar.  13, 
710,  714. 

Merchant  Shipping  [Liability  of  Ship- 
owners] Bill,  2r.  Mar.  SI,  1402,  1403. 

Volunteers— Encouragement  of  Volun- 
teering, etc..  Mar.  16,  1118. 

Buchanan,  Mr.  T.  B.  [Aberdeenshire,  E.] 

Army 

Carrington,  Sir  F.— Appointment  in 
South  Africa,  Mar.  16,  1149. 

Colonial  Aid  —  Imperial  Defence 
Scheme,  Mar.  12,  640. 

Expansion  of  the  Empire  and  Mili- 
tary Expenditure,  Mar.  12,  640. 

Military  Proi)08als  of  the  Government 
— Increase  in  Military  Expenditure, 
etc..  Mar.  1:.\  636 ;  Mar.  13,  790. 

Census  (Great  Britain)  Bill,  2b.,  Mar.  9, 
.505  :  Com.,  Mar.  15,  995,  997,  999,  1004, 
1005,  1015. 

Fraserburgh  and  St.  Coml)s  Light  Rail- 
^vay— Application  for  Treasui y  Grant, 
etc.,  Mar.  13,  737. 
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Buchanan,  Mr.  T.  B.— row/. 

Indian  Native  Regiments 

Estimates,  Regiments  on,  Mar.  6\ 
383. 

Mauritius  Garrison,  Mar.  5,  36  ;  Mar. 
13,  792. 

IWiments  Serving  Outeide  India — 
Capitation  Grant,  Mar.  12,  585. 

Mauritius — Misconduct  of  British  Central 
African  Rifles,  etc..  Mar.  13,  815,  816. 

Navy — Hydrographical  Surveys,  Antarctic 
Expedition,  etc.,  Mar.  S,  449. 

Old  Slaines  Fishing  Population,  Migration 
of,  for  want  of  Fishing  Harbour,  alleged. 
Mar.  19,  1191  ;  Mar.  20,  1348. 

South  African  War 

Colonial  Contingents — Rate  of  Pay, 
etc..  Mar.  12,  571. 

Force  Nece«isary  to  Garrison  South 
Africa  after  the  War,  Mar.  5,  24. 

(Garrisoning  South  Africa  after  tlip 
War  —  Employment  of  Colonial 
Troops,  Mar.  13,  791. 

Transport  Service,  Cost  of.  Placing 
part  of  present  Liabilities  on  next 
Year's  Estimates,  Mar.  o,  26. 

Buckland  Fish  Collection 

Removal     of    from     South     Kensington 
Museum 
Q.  Sir  M.  Stewart ;  A.    Mr.  Ritchie, 
Mar.  10,  1187. 

Budget 

Statement  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
cliequer.  Mar.  5,  53 — Division,  142. 

Balance-sheet,  1900-1,  on  basis  of  War 
Expenditure,  75. 

Copy   of    Financial    Statement    Pre- 
sented, 22. 
Deficit — Estimated  Deficit,  58. 

Deficit,  1900-1,  on  basis  of  existing 
Taxation,  64. 

Details  of  Revenue,  60. 

Exchequer  Balances,  62. 

Expenditure  for  1900-1901, 63. 

Estimated  Expenditure,  58. 

Finance  Bill,  Sec  that  Title. 

Ireland,  Effect  of  Budget  on 

O.  Mr.  Lough.  Mar.  19,  1204. 

Prosperity  of  the  Year,  59. 

Reasons  for  Early  Budget,  67. 

Revenue,  1900-1901,  63. 
Estimated  Revenue,  58. 

Taxation  Proposals,  See  Income  Tax, 
Tea  Duty,  etc. 

Total  Aggregate  Expenditure,  62. 

War  Expenditure— Taxation  v.  Loan, 
65. 
[See  also    South  African  War- 
Cost  and  Finance  of  the  War.  ] 

Building  Land 

Taxation  of  Land  near  Towns 

Os.  Mr.  Billson,  Mar.  79,  1247  :  Sir 
M.  H.  Beach,  1260. 
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ing  Mails,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  G.  Bowles  ;    A.  Mr.  J.  Cham- 


Bollar,  Mr. 

Stratford  -  on  -  Avon  Pro-lU>er  Kiots  - 
Damage  to  Property,  Sec  »Stratfonl-on- 
Avon. 

Bullets 

Explosive  Bullets,  Use  of  by  the  Boers — 
Declaration  of  St.  Petersburg 
Q.   Mr.    Orr-Ewing;    A.    Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfour,  Mar.  5,  22. 

"Bondesrath" 

Seizure  in  South  Afiican  Waters — Releas- 
ing Mai 
K  Mr.  G. 
berlain,  Mar,  19,  1177. 

Burial  Grounds 

Mathry — Action  of    Ecclesiastical    Com- 
missioners 
Q.  Mr.  Philipps  ;  ^.  Mr.  S.  Wortley, 
Mar.  19,  1188. 

Burnley  Corporation  Bill 

Report  from  C^'ommittee  of  Selection,  Mar, 
19,  1162. 

Bums,  Mr.  J.  [Battersea] 

Boilers  Registration  and  Inspection  Bill, 
2^.,  Mar.  7,298. 

Dentford  Victualling  Yard,  Labourers* 
Wages — Insufficient  Wage,  Mar.  S,  429. 

Electoral  Disabilities  (Military  Service) 
BUI,  Com,,  Mar.  15,  1023 

Municipal  Trading  Committee,  Mar.  21, 
1428. 


Sale  of  Intoxieatin;^;  Liquors  to  Children 
[No.  2]  Bill,  2r.,  Mar.  ^,  533. 

Vagrants'  ChUdren  Protection  BUI,  2r.,    ^*"^ 


Cable  Communication 

Australia  to  Cape  Scheme— Concession  to 
Eastern  Telegraph  Company 

Effect  on  Pacific  Cable  Scheme 

Q.   Sir  E.   Sassoon  ;    A.   Mr.  J. 
Chamberlain,  Mar.  13,  733. 

Protests  against,  by  Canada  and  New 
Zealand,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  Hegan  ;  A.  Mr.  J.  Cham- 
>)erlain,  Mar.  5,  34. 

Cape  to  Cairo  Telegraph,  Construction  of 
— Line    of     Steamers      Convejring 
material  to  Chinde 
Q.  Mr.  Englcdew;  .4.  Mr.  Brodrick, 
Mar.  8,  386. 

Press  Censorship    in  South  Africa,    See 
South  African  War. 

Russia,  Scandinavia  and  Northern  Europe 
Telegrams  via    Newcastle — Delays 
in  Transmission 
Q.  Mr.  A.  G.  H.  Giblis  ;  A.  Mr.  Han- 
bury,  Mar.  5,  39. 

St.  Helena  and  Cajie  Town,  and  St. 
Helena  and  Ascension  Cable  Routes 
— Messages  passing  through  Portu- 
guese Stations 
Q.  Sir  C.  DUke;  A.  Sii-  M.  Hicks 
Beach,  Mar.  /?,  588. 

Cablegrams 

Telephoning  Cablegrams   Received   after 
Business  Hours,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.    C.   M^Arthur;  A.  Mr.  Han- 
bury,  Mav.  S,  386. 

Cadets 

^nny  Cadets,  See  Army — Commissions. 


a^an 
Mar. 


19,  1287. 


Bushmen 

South  African  War,  See  that  Title- 
Australasian  Contingents,  and  New 
Zealand  Contingents. 

Business  of  the  House 

Private    BUI  Procedure — "Growing  and 
Dangerous  Practice  of  opposing 
Private      BUls       on      Second 
Reading  " 
Os.  Sir  \V.  H.  Dyke,  Mr.    Hul 
dane,  Mar,  13,  711,  712. 

Sittings    and    Adjournments  of    the 
House,  Sec  that  Title. 

Butcher,  Mr.  J.  Q.  [York] 

Yeomanry— Horses  an«l  Horse  lings,  Mar, 
to,  1114. 

Butter  Adulteration 

Administration  of  the  Acts — Fines  imposetl 
by  Metropolitan  Magistrates,  ete. 
Q.  uen.  Laurie;    A.  Mr.  Long,  Mar, 


Cape  to  Cairo  Telegraph,  Construction  of 
— Line    of     Steamers      Conveying 
Material  to  Chinde 
Q.  Mr.  Engle<lew ;  A .  Mr.  Brodrick, 
Mar.  S,  386. 

Caldwell,  Mr.  J.  [Lanark,  Mid] 

Army  Annual  Bill,  2r.,  Mar.  19,  1286. 

Army  Estimates,  Postponement  of  Vote, 
Mar.  16,  lloy. 

Census  (Great  Britain)  Bill,  Com,,  Mar.  15, 
1000  ;  Mar.    19,  1284. 

Compensation  for  Damage  to  Crops  Bill, 
2r.,  Mar.  il,  1426. 

Lunacy  Board  (Scotland)    Salaries,  etc., 
Bill,  Com.,  Mar.  9,  508,  500,  oil. 

Navy — Schools,  Salaries  paid  to  Te^ichers, 
etc..  Mar.  8,  4.39,  440. 

Public  Health  Bill,  2k.,  ^Mar.  15,  1027. 

RiHes,  Weight,  Method  of  Reloading,  etc.. 
Mar,  15,  908. 

South  African  War— Offer  of  Contingent 
from  West  Indies,  J/nr.  15,  908. 

Venezuela  Arbitration  -Incidence  of  Cost, 
Mar.  16,  10()8. 
16,  1069.  1 

}  Caledonian  Railway  Bill 

Buxton,  Mr.  S.  [Tower  Hamlets,  Poplarl  /.  Conmiitted,  Mar.  a,  166. 

Deptford  A'^irtualling    Yard — Insnffiricnt  Standing  Orders  to  be  Dispen>*ed    with, 

LaUo^rfli^'  Wage,  mar,  8,  424.  J  Mar.  5,  1. 
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Cambridge 

Army     Commiflsions,     Vice-Chancellor's 
Circular 
Q.  Mr.  Trevelyan  ;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
Mar,  19,  1178. 

Ladysmith    Rejoicings— Chwges   against 
Undergraduates  for  Burning   Pro- 
perty, etc. 
Q.  Colonel  Pryce- Jones ;  ^.  Sir  M.W. 
*Ridley,  Jfrtr.  i5,  741. 

Cameron,  Sir  C.  [Glasgow,  Bridgeton] 

Census  (Great  Britain)  Bill,  2r.,  Mar.  9, 
508.  I 

Fine  or  Imprisonment  Act  —  Ddte  of  i 
Coming  into  Operation,  etc.,  Mar.  20,  ' 
1318.  ' 

Inebriates  Act,  1898 — Want  of  Accommo- 
dation for   Female    Inebriates,    Police  i 
Magistrates,  Complaints,  Mar.  6,  211. 

Sale  of  Intoxicating  Liquors  to  Children 
(No.  2)  BUI,  2r.,  Mar.  9,  636. 

Transports — Provisioning,  Complaints  by  , 
the  Troops,  Mar.  9,  514. 

Campbell-Bannerman,  Bight  Hon.  Sir  H. 

[Stirling  Burghs]  I 


Camperdown,  Earl  ot-<ont. 

South  African  War — Colonial  Prisoners, 
Treatment  of,  by  the  Boers,  Mar.  15, 
895. 

Canada 

Australia  to  the  Cape  Cable   Scheme — 
Protest  against  Concession  to  tlie 
Eastern  Telegraph  Company,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  Hogan  ;  A.   Mr.  J.  Chamber- 
lain, Mar.  5,  34. 

Montreal — Disturbances  Ijetween  English 
and  French  Canadians 
Q.    Mr.    W.    Redmond;   A.    Mr.    J. 
Chaml)erlain,  Mar.  6,  206. 

Prince     of      Wales'      Leinster     (Royal 
Canadians)  Regiment,  Repatriation 
proposed 
Q.  Mr.  Arnold- Forster  ;  A.  Mr.  J.  P. 
Williams,  Mar.  lie,  581. 

South  African  War — Cost  of   the  War, 
Canadian  Contribution 
Q.    Mr.    W.    Redmond;   A.    Sir    M. 
Hicks  Beach,  Mar.  8,  374. 

West  Indian  Steamship  Service— Agree- 
ment with  Messrs.  Pickford  and  Black, 
Mar.  8, 336,  367. 


Army 

Army  ('orps  System,  Mar.  12,  670. 

Commissions— Offers  to  Public  Schools,^ 
Clamis  of  Cadets  who  were  unsuc- 
cessful at  recent  Examinations,  etc., 
Mar.  16, 1154. 

Contracts  —  Fraudulent  Contractors,    Canterbury,  Archbishop  of 


Canteen  System  in  the  Navy 

0.  Mr.  Goschen,  Mar.  8,  413. 
[Sec  also  Na\-y — Rations.] 


Fraud  on  part  of  Contractors  and 
error  on  part  of  Manufacturers  - 
Publishing  "  Black  List,"  Mar.  20, 
1338. 

Estimates,  Postponement  of  Vote, 
Mar.  16,  1158. 

Strengthening  and  Improving  Organi- 
sation of  the  Regular  and  Auxiliary 
Forces,  Government  Proposals,  Mar. 
IS,  669. 

Yeomanry— Efficient  Cavalry  Soldier, 
Mar.  16,  1110. 

Budget — War  Expenditure,  etc.,  Mar.  5, 
79. 

Carrington,  Sir  F.— Appointment  in  South 
Africa,  Jtfrtr.  16,  1153. 

Coaling  Stations,  Garrisoning,  etc.  Mar.  12, 
671. 

Government  Contracts,  Comparative  Out- 
lay on  Stores  in  the  Three  Kingdoms — 
Return.  Mar.  20,  1319. 

Sale  of  Intoxicating  Liquors  to  Children 
(No.  2)  Bill,  2r.,  Mar.  9,  524,  529. 

"  Stop  the  War  "  and  Pro-Boer  Meetings- 
Disturbances   directed  against  the 
Opponents  of  the  War 
Inquiry,  Mar.  13,  744. 

Right  of  Free  Speech,  Mar.  15,  927, 
929.  976. 

Camperdown,  Earl  of 

Railways— State  and  Private  Railways  of 
South  African  Republic  and  Orange 
Free  State,  Capital  Value,  etc.— Return, 
Mar.  S,  337. 
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Prayers  for  the  Dead — Inclusion  in  the 
War  Intercessory  Services,  Mar.  9,  466. 

Cape  Colony 

Boer  Prisoners,  Place  of  Custody,  See 
South  African  War — Prisoners. 

Cable  Scheme  to  Australia,  See  Cable 
Communication. 

Districts  under  Martial  Law,  See  South 
African  War — Martial  Law. 

Press  Censorship — Cape  To\vn  Newspaper, 
Suppression  of  Cablegram,  alleged 
Q.    Mr.   Channing ;    A.    Mr.    J,    P. 
Williams,  Mar.  8,  374. 

Cape  to  Cairo  Telegraph 

Construction    of  —  Steamers    Conveying 
Material  to  Chinde 
Q.  Mr.  Engledew;    A.   Mr.  Brodrick, 
Mar.  8,  386. 

Cape  Spartel 

International  Lighthouse  Convention,  Ac- 
cession of  Russian  Empire  to — Copy  of 
Proofs  Verbal  Presented,  Mar.  5,  3, '22. 

Cardiff  Corporation  Bill 

Examiners'  Certificate  Referred  to  Stand- 
ing Orders  Committee,  Mar.  6,  165. 

Ordered  that  Bill  be  not  Proceeded  with, 
Mar.  12,  546. 

Carew,  Mr.  J.  L.  [Dublin,  Coll^;e  Green] 

Doe  Muzzling  Order  in  King's  County — 
Withdrawia  of  Order,  Mar,  12,  596. 
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Carloway  and  Stomoway 

Road  Making  between 

Q,  Mr.  Weir ;  A.  Mr.  A.  G.  Murray, 
Man  16, 1073. 

Cannarthen 

Muzzling  Order,  Withdrawal  of 

Q.   Mr.   L.   Morgan ;    A,  Mr.   Long, 
Mar,  8,  391. 

Carrington,  Earl  of 

Netley  Hospital  —  Treatment  of  Con- 
valescent SoldierR  on  Leaving  the  Hob- 
pitel,  Mar,  1^,  548,  550. 

Youthful  Offenders  Bill,  2r.,  Mar,  5,  8. 

Carrington,  Sir  F. 

Appointment — Command  in  South  Africa 
Os,    Mr.  Buchanan,  Mr.  Wyndham, 
Mar,   16,   1149;   Sir  H.  Campbell- 
Bannerman,  1 153. 

Carson,  Bt.  Hon.  £.  [Dublin  University] 

Private  Bill  Procedure—  Joint  Committee 
of  both  Houses  (Dublin  Corporation 
Bill,  etc.).  Mar.  19, 1169. 

Casey,  John 

Death  of,  in  Mountjoy  Prison-r Verdict  of 
Coroner's  Jury 
Qs.  Mr.  P.  O'Brien.  Dr.  Tanner,  Mr. 
W.  Redmond ;    As.   Mr.  Atkinson, 
Mar.  6, 218,  219,  220. 

Castlederge  and  Victoria  Tramway 

Fatality 

Q.   Mr.  Macaleene ;  A.  Mr.   Ritchie, 
Mar,  16,  1075. 

Cattle 

TubercnlosiM,  Coiiipennation  for  Confisca- 
tion 
Q.  Mr.  Field  ;  A,  Mr.  Chaplin,  Mar, 
20,  1315. 

Cawley,  Mr.  F.  [Lancashire,  Prestwich] 

Volunteers — Expenses  of  Mounted  Infan- 
try Volunteers,  Equipment  Grant,  etc., 
proposed,  Mar.  12,  657. 

Cayzer,  Sir  C.  W.  [Barrow-in-Fumess] 

Army  CommissionM  —  Cadets*  Grievance, 
Mar.  16,  1149. 

Cecil,  Lord  H.  [Greenwich]  I 

Census  [Great  Britain]  Bill,  Com.,  Mar.  \ 
15,  1002.  1004,  1005,  1006,  1012.  | 

Navy — Labourers'  Wages,  Mar.  8, 430.        ' 

Census 

Expenses — Resolution  Considered  in  Com-  ' 
mittee,  Mar.  15, 905  ;  Reported,  Mar.  19, 
1283. 
Irish    Census—  Regulation  for  Carrying 
out,  etc.  I 

Q.    Mr.    Field ;    A.    Mr.    Atkinson,  ' 
Mar.  20,  1323. 

Irish  Language  Census 

Q.  Sir  T.  Esmonde ;  A, 'Six,  Atkinson,  \ 
Mar.  9,  492. 

Religious  Denominations— Petition  of  the  . 
General  Assembly  of  the  Church  of  j 
Scotland.  Mar.  8,  337. 
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Census  [Great  Britain]  Bill 

c.  2R.,  Mar,  9,  497. 

Com,,  Mar,  15,  995  ;  Mar,  19,  1283. 

3R.*  Mar,  19,  1285. 
/.  IR.*  Mar.  20,  1291. 

Census  [Oreat  Britain]  Bill 

Division  of  Bill  into  two  Bills,  Legislation 
for  Scotland — Mr.  Buchanan's  Instruc- 
tion to  Committee,  Mar,  15,  995. 

Census  [Lreland]  Bill 

e.  Intro,  and  IR.  *  Mar,  12,  598. 
2r.,  Mar,  19,  1285. 

Central  London  Railway  Bill 

c.  Ordered.  Mar,  21,  1361. 

Central  London  Bailway  Bill 

Non-Compliance  "with  Standing  Order — 
Examiner's  Certificate  rererred  to 
Standing  Orders  Committee,  Mar.  20, 
1289. 

Petition — Standing  Orders  to  be  dispensed 
with.  Mar.  6,  198  ;  Mar,  20, 1301. 

Petition  referred  to  Select  Committee  on 
Standing  Orders,  Mar,  15,  899. 

Standing  Orders  not  Complied  with.  Mar, 
15,  893,  899. 

Central  Telegraph  Office 

Absence  on  Sick  Leave— Case  of  W.  I). 
Jones 
Q.  Mr.   Kiinber;    A.    Mr.    Hanbury. 
Mar.  J,  39. 

Cereals 

Improvements  in — Gorton  Brothers*  Ex- 
periments 
Q.  Mr.  McKenna ;  A,  Mr.  Long,  Mar, 
15,  924. 

Ceylon 

Naval  Station,  Date  of  Acquiring,  etc. 
0.  Mr.  Wyndham,  Mar,  12,  622. 

Chamberlain,  Mr.  A.—Lordo/theAdmiral(jf 
[Worcestershire,  E.] 

Bermuda  Dock — Progress  of  Works,  etc. 
Mar,  20,  1310. 

Chaplains  as  Naval  Instructors — Denomi- 
nations, etc..  Mar,  8,  438. 

Haslar  Hospital,  System  of  Nursing,  etc.. 
Mar.  8,  433. 

Medical  Officers — Facilities  for  Studying 
Advancements  in  Science,  etc..  Mar,  8, 
434. 

Pensions— Augmentation  Pension  Griev- 
ance, Recruiting  bills,  etc.  Mar,  8,  457. 

Schools — Dockyard  Schools,  etc..  Mar,  h, 
439. 

South  African  War — Ladysmith,  Defence, 
Proposed  Public  Reception  of  Naval 
Brigade,  Mar.  20,  1304. 

Transports  —  "  America,*'  Percentage  of 
Losses  in  Horses,  Mar,  iO,  1307. 

Wei-hai-wei — Naval  Expenditure,  Mar, 
19,  1182. 
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Ohamberlaiii,   Rt.   Hon.   J.—Secretai-y  of  Chancellor  of  the  Duchy  of  Lancaster 


State  for  the  Colonies  [Birmingham,  W.] 

Australia 

Indian  Famine— Government  Contri- 
bution proposed,  Mar.  5,  383. 
Western  Australia  Goldfields,  Griev- 
ances of  Inhabitants,  Mar.  5,  384. 

Cable  Communication  from  Capne  to  Aus- 
tralia —  Eastern  Extension  Tele- 
graph Company's  Concession 

Effect  of,  on  Pacific  Cable  Scheme, 
Mar.  IS,  734. 

Protests  against,  by  Canada  and  New 
Zealand,  Mar.  J,  34. 

Contraband  of  War  and  the  Right  of 
Search— "  Bundesrath,"  Seizure  of,  in 
South  African  Waters,  Releasing  Mails, 
etc.,  Mar.  19 ,  1177. 

Oown  Agents  and  Commissions  on 
Government  Orders— Windward  Islands, 
Mar.  8y  384. 

Gibraltar— Police,  Municipal,  and  Sanitary- 
Administration,  Mar.  15,  922. 

Honduras— British  Honduras  Railway, 
Draft  Agreement,  Mar.  IS,  734. 

Jamaica  Railway— Exchanging  Deben- 
tures for  Colonial  Stock,  Mar.  8, 384. 

Kimberley  Mines,  Preparations  for  Re- 
opening, Mar.  12,  573. 

Malta— Sanitary-  Condition  of  Barracks, 
etc..  Mar.  15,  923. 

Montreal,  Disturbances  at,  between  Eng- 
lish and  French  Canadians,  Mar.  6,  206. 

Newfoundland  —  French  Treaty  Shore 
Question,  Mar.  15,  923. 

Nigeria  «... 

Attack  of  Native  Tribes  on  British 
Officials,  Mar.  15,  923. 

Slave  Raiding,  Liouor  Traffic,  etc.— 
Restrictions  under  Imperial  Ad- 
ministration, Mar.  12,  586. 

Soutli  African  War 

Australian  Contingent 

"  Bushmen  "  Contingent,  Request 
for   further   Contingent,    cost, 
etc..  Mar.  6,  202. 
Further  Contingent— Costs,  Rate 
of  Pay,  etc..  Mar.  12,  571. 
Dutch  Subjects  of  the  Queen  in  Cus- 
tody, Mar.  U,  570. 
Release  of  Prisoners,    Mar.    15, 
911. 
Martial  Law— Cape  Colony,  Districts 

under  Martial  Law,  Mar.  12,  569. 
New  Zealand  Contingent— Number  of 
Troop?»,  Offer  of  Bushmen  Contin- 
gent, etc..  Mar.  15,  907. 

Property,  Destruction  of  Private  Pro- 
perty by  the  Boers— Holding  Presi- 
dent Kruger  Responsible,  Mar.  15, 
909. 

Transvaal  Property  and  War  Tax- 
Confiscation  of  Farms,  etc.,  Mar.  5, 
23. 

West  Indies— Offer  of  Contingent, 
Mar.  15,  908. 

West    Indian    Agricultural    Conference, 
Publication  of  Report,  Mar.  19,  1180. 
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Lord  James  of  Hereford. 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 

Sir  M.  Hicks  Beach. 

Chancery 

Dormant  Funds— Court  v.  Jeffery,  Peti- 
tion for  Inquiry,  Mar.  SO,  1301. 

Channel  Islands 

Militia,  Reorganisation,  etc. 

08.    Sir   C.    Dilke,  Mr.   Wyndham, 
Mar.  16,  1105,  1106. 

Channel  Squadron 

Discipline- Notice  issued  to  Engine-room 
Artificers 
Q.  Mr.  Fenwick ;  A.  Mr.  Macartney, 
Mar.  15,  919. 
Rations — Dissatisfaction 

Q.  Capt.  Donelan ;  A.  Mr.  Macart- 
ney, Mar.  15,  919. 
Debate  on  the  Estimates,  Mar.  5, 411. 

Channing,    Mr.   F.   A.   [Northamptonshire, 
E.] 
Agricultural  Holdings  Bill,  Intro.,  Mar. 

ie,6O0. 
Huntingdon  Corporation    Bill,  2r.,  Mar. 

13,  715. 
Improvement  of  Land  Acts — Amount  of 
Expenditure  Charged  on  Estates,  Mar. 
5,390. 
South  African  War 

Lady  smith.  Defence  of — Medals    for 

Officers  and  Men,  Mar.  15,  906. 
Peace  Overtures,  Mar.  13,  726. 
Press    Censorship  —  Suppression    of 
Cablegrams  to  Cape  Town  News- 
paper, alleged.  Mar.  S,  374. 
Volunteer  Ambulance  Corps,  Mar.  16, 
1090. 
Taunton  Corporation  Bill,  Instruction  to 

Com.,  Mar.  6,  178. 
Volunteer  Army  Corps,  etc.,  3 far.  16, 1122. 

Chaplains 

Army — Number  and  Denomination,  etc 
Q.  Mr.  Weir  ;  ^.  Mr.  J.  P.  Williams, 
Mar.  12,  584. 
Navy 

Chaplains   as    Naval     Instructors— 
Denomination,  etc. 
References  to  in  Debate  on  the 
Estimates,  Mar.  8,  438. 
Roman  Catholic  Chaplains 

References  to  in  Debate  on  the 
£;stimates.  Mar.  8,  435. 

Chaplin,  Bt.  Hon.   B,.— President  of  Local 

Government  Board  [Lincolnshire,  Slea- 

ford] 
Bethnal    Green    Infirmary  —  Sanctionini; 

Appointment  and  Salaries   of  Nursing 

Staif,  etc..  Mar.  6,211. 
Census  (Great  Britain)  Bill,  2R,,  Mar.  9, 

506;   Cam.,  Mar.    15,  998,   1001,   1002, 

1005,  1009,  1014.  1017,  1018:   Mar.   19, 

1283,  1284. 
Cottage   Homes   Bill — Recommendations 

of  Select  Committee,  Mar.  6,  209. 

[coni. 
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East  London  Water  Bill,  2r.,  Mar.  IS, 
719. 

Eton  Union  Workhoose,  Fatality  to 
Child,  Mar.  13,  IZl. 

Honoing  of  the  Working  Classes,  Insani- 
tary Dwellings  in  Kural  Districts — In- 
action of  Local  Authorities,  Mar.  6, 
208. 

Old  Age  Pensions  Bill,  2r.,  Mar,  7,  327. 

Stourbridge  Poor  Law  Union  Area,  Divi- 
sion of.  Mar.  6y  210. 

Taunton  Corporation  Bill,  Instruction  to 
Committee,  Mar.  6,  180. 

Tuberculosis — Compensation  for  Confisca- 
tion of  Cattle,  Mar.  20,  1316. 

Workhouse  Dietary  R^ulations — Delay 
in  Issuing,  Mar.  6.  209. 

Charing  OroBs,  Eoston,  and  Hampstead 
BaUwayBill 

c.  2R.*  Mar.  J,  20. 

Charities 

Charitable  Endowments  (London),  Further 
Return  Presented,  Mar.  15,  904. 

Cheshire  Lines  Committee  Bill 

c.  Rep.*  Mar.  21,  1428. 

Chester  Diocese 

Voluntary    Schools,    Governing   Body  — 
Modification  of  Scheme,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  Gray ;  A.  Sir  J.  Grorst,  Mar. 

12,  688. 

"'  Chicago  "  Smith  and  the  Death  Duties 

Os.  Sir  M.  Hicks  Beach,  Mar.  5,  61  ;  Sir 
W.  Harcourt,  Mar.  6,  226. 

Children 

EpUeptic  Children — Certificated  Schools, 
Delay  in  publishing  list,  etc. 
Q.  Sir  W.  Foster;  A.  Sir  J.   Gorst, 
Mar.  19,  1188. 

Sale  of  Intoxicating  Liquors  to  Children 
BiU,  See  that  Title. 

iUndergvound  Work,  Kabing  the  Age- 
Legislation 
Qtt.  Mr.  Gray,  Sir  C.  DUke ;  As. 
Sir  M.  W.  Ridley,  yfar.  «,  212. 


China — cont. 

Great  Britain  in  China 

Inland     Waterways  —  Taking     off 
British  Ships,  alleged 
Q.  Mr.  J.  Walton  ;  ^.  Mr.  Brod- 
rick,  Mar.  19,  1180. 

Protection  of  British  Interests 

Q.  Mr.  H.  Roberts  ;  A.  Mr.  Brod- 
rick,  i/ar.  19,  1182. 

.  River  Gunboats,  Unsuitability  of 

Q.  Mr.  J.  Walton ;  ^.  Mr.  Brod- 
rick,  Mar.  19,  1181. 

Piracy  on  West  River— Attack  on  the 
**  Tweed  "  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  J.  Walton  M.  Mr.  Brod- 
rick,  Mar.  19,  1181. 

Wei-hai-wei,  See  that  Sub-heading. 

Nanning-fu — Opening  as  Treaty  Port 
Qs.Mt.  J.  Walton  ;  As.  Mr.  Brodrick, 
Mar.  5,  35  ;  Mar.  8,  385. 

**  Open-door "     Policy— Co-operation     of 
United  States  with  England 
Q.  Mr.  J.  Walton  ;  A.  >fr.  Brodrick, 
Mar.  8,  385. 

Wei-hai-wei 

Cost  of  Garrison,  etc. 

O.  Sir  J.  Colonib.  Mar.  13,  817. 

Expenditure  on — Treasury  Control 
0.  Mr.  G.  Bowles,  Mar.  20,  1358 

Naval  Expenditure 

Q.   Sir   C.  Dilke;    A.    Mr.     A. 
Chamberlain,  Mar.  19, 1182. 

West  River — Opening  to  Trade,  etc. 

Q.  Sir  C.  IMlke;  A.  Mr.   Brodrick, 
Mar.  5,  34. 

Christchnrch,  Bonmemouth,  and  Winton 
Tramway  Bill 

c.  Ordered,  Mar.  7,  265. 
IR.*  Mar.  8,  353. 
2r.,  Mar.  20,  1299. 

Instruction  to  Committee  (Mr.  Lough), 
Mar.  20,  1299. 

Examiners'  Certificate  referred  to  Stand- 
ing Orders  Committee.  Mar.  6,  165. 

Petition — Standing  Orders  to  be  Dis- 
pensed with.  Mar.  6,  198 ;  Mar.  12, 
545. 

Standing  Orders  Complied  with,  Mar.  IS, 
702. 


Coal    Mines   (Prohibition    of   Child  > 
Labour  Underground)  Bill,  See  tliat  \  Church  Almanack 


Title. 

Vagrants*  Children  Protection    Bill,  See 
that  Title. 

Working  Overtime  in  Textile  Factories  on 
Grovemment  Contracts 
Q.    Sir  C.    Dilke;    A.    Sir    M.   W. 
Ridley,  Mar.  9,  486. 

Youthful  Offenders  Bill,  See  that  Title. 


Aifixinff  to  Board  School  Wall  at  Church 
Coppenhall,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  S.  Smith  \  A.  Sir  J.  Gorst, 
Mar.  5,  43. 


Church  Estates 

Commissioners'  Report  Presented,  Mar.  7, 
266 ;  Mar.  8,  336. 


China 


Foreign  Jurisdiction  Act  (Supreme  Court)  \  Church's  Patent  Bill 
—Order  in  Council  Presented,  Mar.  10,  Report  from  Committee  of 


1030,  1062. 
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City  and  South  London  Railway  Bill 

c.  2b.*  Mar,  J,  20. 
Rep,*  Mar,  IS,  1060. 

Oiudad  Bolivar 

(Consulate— Murder  of  Mr.  Lyall 

Q.    Mr.    H.    P.     Pease;    A,     Mr. 
Brodrick,  Mar.  $0,  1311. 

Trade  Reiwrt  Presented,  Mar.  12,  547. 

Civil  List 

Blakely's,  Mrs.,  Pension  Claims 

Q.  Mr.  Weir;  A.  Mr,  A.  J.   Balfour, 
Mar.  6,  204. 

Civil  Service 

Indian  Civil  Service    Pensions — Case  of 
Kanty  Chandra  Mookerjee 
Q.  Sir  VV.  VVedderbum ;  A.  Lord  G. 
Hamilton,  Mar.  15,  921. 

Promotion  Rules — Appointments  to  Staff 
Poets,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  G.  Bowles;  A,  Mr.  Hanbury, 
Mar.  19,  1184. 

Superannuation,  See  that  Title. 
Civil  Service  Estimates 

See  Supply. 

Clare  County 

Mail  Service — Late  Arrival  of  Morning 
Mail  at  Kilrush  and  Kilkee 
Q,  Major  J»i meson  ;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury, 
Mar.   6,  216. 

Skeritt  Estate,  Dela^'  in  Sales 

Q.  Mr,  W.  Redmond  ;  A.  Mr.  Atkin- 
son, Mar.  19,  1194. 

Cleethorpes  Qaa  Bill 

/.  R'^port  from  Committee  of  Selection, 
Mar.  1,3,  698. 

Clones  Post  Office 

New  Building,  Erecting 

Q.  Mr.  Alacaleese;  A.  Mr.  Hanbnry, 
Mar,  9,  489. 

Clontarf  Urban  District  Council  Bill 

Joint     Committee— Motion  (Mr.   J.    W. 
Lowtlier),  Mar.  19,  1165. 
Message  from  the  Commons,  Mar,  19, 
1162,  1165. 

Clyde  Navigation  Bill 

/.  Bill  not  to  be  proceeded  with,  Mar,  19, 
1161. 

Coal 

Russia,  Coal  Crisis  in— Report  Presented, 
Mar,  16,  1029. 

Welsh      Anthracite     Coal  —  Suggested 
Inquiry 
Q.  General    Russell;    A,   Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfour,  Mar,  19,  1190. 

Coal  Mines 

Children  Working  Underground,  Raising 
the  Age— Legislation 
Qs.   Mr.  (Jray,     Sir  C.   Dilke;    As. 
Sir  M.  W.  Ridley,  Mar,  6,  212. 
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Coal  Mines  (Prohibition  of  Child  Labour 
Underground)  Bill 

c.  Second  Reading  deiened,  Mar,  S,  463. 

Coaling  Stations 

Garrisoning,   etc. — Permanent  additions' 
to  the  Infantry  Battalions,  etc. 
Wyndham's,   irfr.,  Defence,  Mar,  i?, 
620. 
0,  Sir  H.  Campbell- Bannerman,.* 
671. 

Coalisland  Biot 

Q,  Mr.  Doogan  ;  A,  Mr.  Atkinson,  Mar.  a\ 
398. 

Coast  Defence 

Guns  sent  to  South  Africa,  alleged 

Q,    Mr.    M*Kenna;   A.    Mr.    J.    P. 
Williams,  Mar.  15,  912. 

Coercion  (Ireland)  1887  Act 

Repeal  proposed 

Q.  Mr.  J.  O'Connor;  A,  Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfour,  Mar.  IS,  596. 

Coghill,  Mr.  D.  H.  [Stoke-upon-Trent] 

Colonies  —  Representatives  in  British 
Parliament,  Mar,  8,  374. 

South  African  War — Comforts  for  the 
Troops,  Delay  in  Distribution,  Mar.  10, 
1064. 

"  Stop  the  War"  and  ProBoer  Meetings- 
Disturbances  directed  against  Opponents 
of  the  War— Right  of  Free  Speeclu 
Mar.  15,  971. 

Cohen,  Mr.  B.  L.  [Islington,  £.] 

Budget — War  Loan,  etc..  Mar.  5,  128. 

Finance  Bill,  2r.,  Mar,  19, 1250. 

Municipal  Trading  Committee,  Mar.  57, 
1428. 

Sale  of  Intoxicating  Liquors  to  Children 
(No.  2)  Bill,  2R.,  Mar.  9,  534. 

War  Loan  Bill,  2r.,  Mar.  IS,  758. 

Colchester  Bifle  Bange 

Expenditure  on,  etc. 

Q.  Mr.  F.  W.  Wilson ;  ^.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham,  Mar,  16,  1066. 

Middlewick  Range,  Date  of  Opening 

Q.  Mr.  F.  W.  Wyson ;  ^4.  Mr.  Broil- 
rick.  Mar.  6,  205. 

CoUingS,  Bight  Hon.  J.  —  Uiuler  Secretarif 
to  the  Home  Office  [Birmingfaani. 
Bordesley] 

Coal  Mines  (Prohibition  of  Child  Laboor 
Underground)  Bill,  2R.,  Mar,  8,  463. 

Colomb,  Sir  J.  [Great  Yannouth] 

Army 

Artillery  Chances  in  1887 — Authority 
Responsible  for  Reduction  of  Royat 
Horse  Artillery,  Mar,  5,  30.  i,   * ' 

Commissions,  Granting  to  Public 
Schools,  Universities,  etc..  Mar.  l:K 
817  ;  Mar.  19, 1268.  ,     -.  •  •  w   ^-  - 

[ami. 


VoL  80.] 


SESSION  1900. 
Mar,  5 — Mar.  21. 


[Ool— Oom 


Ctolomb,  Sir  J.—cont. 

Army-— cont. 

Defence  of  the  Empire  and  Colonial 

Aid,  etc,  Mar.  13,  817. 
Estimates—Statement  as  to  Numbers 
to  be  Provided  for  in  the  Estimates, 
etc.,  Mar.  6,  20.3. 
Field  Artillery  Commissions,  Grant- 
ing to  Woonvich  Cadets,  Mar.  1£, 
584. 
Military  Proposals  of  the  Government 
—Influence  of  Sea  Power,  Ignoring 
in  Building  up  Military  Policy,  etc., 
Mar.  IS,  663 ;  Mar,  19,  1270. 
Militia  —  Bounty     Question,     etc., 

Mar.  1<>,  1100. 
Royal  Reserve  Battalions — Policy  of 
the  War  Office,  etc.,  Mar.  19,  12i70. 
Volunteers — Policy  of  the  War  Office, 
etc.,  3far.  16,  1130. 
Esquimault  Garrison,  Mar.  13,  818. 
Marines— Candidates  for  the  Navy  and 
Marines,  Uniformity  of  Age  and  System 
of  Training,  proposed,  Mar.  8,  441. 
South  African  War 

Horses— Intelligence  Department  and 

the  Supply  of  Horses,  Mar,  5,  371. 
Supply  of  Food,  Stores,  etc.,  for  the 
War — Defence  of   War  Office  Ad- 
ministration, MffT.  IS,  662. 
Wei-hai-wei,    Cost  of   Garrisoning,  etc.. 
Mar.  13,  817. 

Colonial  Bank  Bill 

c.  Rep.*  Mar.  16,  1060. 
3R.*  Mar.  SO,  1299. 

Colonial  Ojice 

Secretary  of  State— ^i.  Hon.  J.  Cham- 
berlain. 

Parliamentary  Secretary  —  Earl  of 
Sel  borne. 


Colonial  Naval  Stations 

of  Acquiring,  Gan 
manent  Additions 


Date  of  Acquiring,  Garrisoning,  etc.— Per- 

to  tlM   "  ' 

Battalions 


le  Infantry 


WyndharaV,  Mr.,  Defence,  Mar,  IS, 
620. 
0.  Sir  H.  Campbell-Bannemian, 
Mar.  IS,  671. 

Colonial  Securities 

Trust  Fund  Investments 

Q.    Mr.   Hogan ;    j4.   Sir   M.  Hicks 
Beach,  Mar.  15,  922. 

Colonial  SoUcitors  Bill 

r.  1R.»  Mar.  IS,  745. 
2R.,  Mar,  SI,  1427. 

Colonial  Stock 

Jamaica  Railway,  Exchanging  Debentures 
for  Colonial  Stock 
Q.  Mr.  Bart  ley  ;  A.  Mr.  J.  Chamber- 
bun,  Mar.  8,  384. 

Colonies 

Army  Commissions,    Offer  of — Seniority 
over  Military  Cadets,  etc. 
Q,  Sir  J.  Fergusson ;   A,  Mr.  J    P. 
WUliams,  Mar.  8,  376. 
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Colonies— «m<. 

British  Troops  in— Number  of  Battalions 
in  June,  1899 
Q.  Mr.  Humphreys-Owen  ;  A,  Mr.  J. 
P.  Williams,  Mar,  8,  377. 

Crown  Agents  and  Government  Stores — 
Commissions 
Q.    Mr.      Engledew ;      A.    Mr.     J. 
Chamberlain,  Mar,  8,  384 ;  Q.  Mr. 
Engledew ;  A,  Mr.  Brodrick,  385. 


Emigration,  Report  on  the  Emigrants'  In- 
formation   Oitice    Presented,  Mar.  15, 

0*14,  <KI«5. 

Imperial  Defence  and  Colonial  Aid,  See 
Army — Colonial  Co-operation,  etc 

Imperial  Guards,  Formation  of,  proposed 
Q.    Mr.    Malcolm ;    A.    Mr.    J.    P. 
William,  Mar.  8,  375. 

South  African  War,  See  that  Title. 

\See  also  Names  of  Colonies.] 

Colston,  Mr.  C.  R  [Gloucester,  Thombury] 

Volunteers'  Training— Want  of  Accommo- 
dation in  Barracks,  Expenses  falling  on 
Volunteers,  etc.,  Mar,  5,  27. 

Comforts  for  the  Troops 

See  South  African  War— Gifts. 

Committees 

Public  Accounts  Committee,  Report  Pre- 
sented, Mar,  7,  331. 

Public  Petitions  Committee,  Report  Pre- 
sented, Mar,  SI,  1427. 

Selection  (Standing  Committees)— Mem- 
bers discharged  and  Members  appointed 
in  Substitution,  Mar,  13,  725  ;  Mar,  SO, 
1326. 

Standing  Conmiittees  (Chairman's  Panel) 
—Appointment  of  Mr.  L.  Hardy,  Mar, 
13, 125. 

Commons  Preservation 

Huntingdon  Corporation  Bill,  See  that 
Title. 

ComjMuiies 

Debentures  —  Stamp  Duty  Payable  on 
Price  at  which  Debenture  could  be 
Redeemed — Decision  of  the  High 
Court 
Os.  Mr.  Johnson-Ferguson,  Sir  M.  H. 
Beach,  Mar.  19,  1255, 1256. 

Companies  Bill 

Contract     Creditors     of     Company     in 
Liquidation— Preferential  Right  of 
Payment,  etc. 
Q.   Mr.    Kimber;    A.    Mr.   Ritchie, 
Mar.  IS,  591. 

Petition,  Mar.  SI,  1361. 

Compensation  for  Damage  to  Crops  Bill 

c,  2R.,  Mar.  SI,  1426. 


Compensation  for  Ii^mies 

See  Workmen's  Compensation. 


[cont. 
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Oompnlsory  Military  Service 

Os.  Sir  J.  Fergusson,  Mar,  12^  633 ; 
Major  Rasch,  Mar,  12,  645  ;  Capt. 
Sinclair,  Mar.  12,  658. 

Militia  Ballot,  See  that  Title. 

"  Voluntary  Service  alone  possible  " — Mr. 
Wyndham's  Statement,  Mar,  12,  623. 

Oongested  Districts  Board 

Scotland 

Expenditure      and     Administrative 
Charges. 
Q,    Mr.  Weir;    A.    Mr.    A.    G. 
Murray,  Mar.  13,  739. 

Poultry    Breeding— Congested    Dis- 
tricts Board  Expert,  Distri' 
tion  of  Sittings  of  Eg^,  etc. 
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tricte  Board  Expert,  Distribu- 

itc. 
Q.    Mr.    Weir;     A,  lVir.  A.  G. 
Murray,  Mar,  6,  214. 

Conscription 

See  Compulsory  Military  Service. 

Oonsolidated  Fund 

Resolutions  in  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  Mar,  15,  1027  ;  Bep,*  Mar,  19, 
1282. 

Consolidated  Fund  (No.  2)  Bill 

c,  IR.»  Mar,  19,  1283. 
2r.,  Mar,  20,  1326. 
Com.,  Mar,  21%  1362. 

Constabulary,  Boyal  Irish 

Belfast — Augmentation  of  Force 

Q.  Mr.  Macaleese;  A,  Mr.  Atkinson, 
Mar,  9,  490. 

Contraband  of  War 

South  African  War  —  Contraband  of  War 
and  the  Right  of  Search 

Action  of  Naval  Authorities  with 
regard  to  Foreign  Vessels  — 
Correspondence  Presented,  Mar,  12, 
647,568. 

♦'  Bundesrath,"  Seizure  of—Releasing 
Mails 
Q.   Mr.  G.  Bowles;    A,   Mr.   J. 
Chamberlain,  Mar,  19,  1177. 

"  Herzog,"  Detention  of,  at  Durban- 
Prize    Court    Authority    and 
Action  of  the  Admiralty 
Q,    Mr.     G.     Bowles;    A,    Mr. 
Brodrick,  Mar,  19,  1174. 

"Mashona,"    Seizure   of— Claims   of 
British    and    American    Cargo 
Owners 
Q,  Mr.  Mendl ;  A.  Mr.  Brodrick, 
Mar,  19,  1077. 

Contract  Notes 
See  Stamp  Duty. 


Doyle's,  Dr.  Conan,  Rifle  Invention — War 
Office  refusing  to  investigate,  alleged. 
Mar,  9,  483. 

Volunteers 

Bearer  Companies,  Rsising  Extra 
Company,  etc..  Mar,  12,  580. 

Industrial  Value  of  Military  Discip- 
line, Training  Volunteers  to  shoot„ 
etc.,  Mar,  16, 1128. 

Copyhold  Act 

Board  of  Agriculture  Report  Preaented, 
Mar,  20,  1290, 1303. 

Copyright  Bill 

/.  IR.*  Mar,  5,  4. 

Copyright  (Artistic)  Bill 

/.  IR.*  Mar,  5,  4. 

Corea 

Foreign  Jurisdiction  Act  (Supreme  Court) 
— Order  in  Couacil  Presented,  Men'.  10, 
1030,  1062. 

Cork 

Cork-Fermoy  Railway,  Construction  of 
Q,  Capt.  Donelan  ;  A,  Mr.  Hanbury, 
Mar,  16,  1073. 

Inland  Revenle  OflSce,  Transferring   to 
more  convenient  centre 
Q.  Mr.  D.  Sullivan  ;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury, 
Mar.  12,  594. 
Post  Office — Completion  of  Arrangements 
for  New  Post  Office,  etc. 
q,  Mr.  J.   F.  X.   O'Brien;   A,   Mr. 
Hanbury,  U<xr,  12,  694. 

Postmen,  Rate  of  Pay 

Q,  Mr.  P.  O'Brien  ;  ^.  Mr.  Hanbury, 
Mar,  15,  931. 
Queen's  College  Medical  Chairs— Roman 
Catholic  Professors  and  the  Vacant 
Professorship 
Q,  Mr.  J.  Redmond  ;  A,  Mr.  Atkin- 
son, Mar,  P,  491. 
Street    Preaching,    Disturbances    arising 
out  of,  etc 
Q,  Capt.  Donelan ;  A,  Mr.  Atkinson, 
.    Mar,  15,  936 ;  Os,  Mr.  Lough,  Mr 
Atkinscm,  964. 
Telephone  Service,    Establishing    Trunk 
Line,  proposed 
Q,  Dr.   Tanner;     A,    Mr.  Hanbury. 
Mar,  5,  46. 

Cork  Electric  Tramways  Bill 

/.  2r.^  Mar,  12,  546. 

Committed,  Mar,  19,  1161. 
Standing  Orders  Complied  with.  Mar,  S, 

333. 

Cork.  Bandon.  and  South  Coast  Bailway 
Bill 

/.  Committed,  Mar,  5,  3. 

Com,  Duty  on 

Lowther,  Mr.  J.,  on.  Mar,  19,  1213. 
0,  Sir  M.  H.  Beach,  1262. 


Convalescent  Homes 

Invalided     Soldiers     from    the    Front- 
Soldiers'  preference  for  going  home 
0.  Marquess  of  Lansdowne,  mar,  12. 
550. 
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Corporal  Punishment 

Elementary    Schools— Instruction  to   In- 
spectors, etc. 
Qs,   Mr.  Gray,  Sir  J.  Brunner ;   As. 
Sir  J.  Gorst,  Mar.  5,  42. 
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Oorporal  Punishment— con^. 

Prisons 

Number  of  Sentences  Remitted,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  Lloyd-Morgan  ;  -4.  Sir  M. 
W.  Ridley.  Mar.  13,  741  ;  Q, 
Mr.  H.  D.  Greene ;  -4.  Sir  M. 
W.  Ridley,  Mar.  80,  1314. 

Return  Presented,  Mar.  15,  903. 

Youthful  Offenders  Bill,  See  that  Title. 

Corporation  Stocks 

Difference  between  Corporation  and  Dis- 
trict Council  Stocks— Amendment 
of  Law  relating  to  Trust  Invest- 
ments 
Q.  Mr.  Nussey;  A.  Sir  M.  Hicks 
Beach,  Mar.  IS,  734. 

Cottage  Homes  Bill 

Select     Committee    Recommendations — 
Legislation 
Qs.  Mr.  J.  A.  Pease,  Sir  W.  Foster ; 
As.  Mr.  Chaplin,  Mar.  6,  209. 

Cotton-Jodrell,  ColoneLR  T.  D.  [Cheshire, 
Wirral] 

Hoylake  and  West  Kirby  Improvement 

Bill,  2R.,  Mar.  12,  566. 
Volunteers— Capitation  Grant,  etc.,  Mar. 

16,  1120. 

County  Councils 

Inebriate  Reformatories,  County  Councils 
Combining  for  the  Establishment 
and  Management  of 
Q.  Mr.    Hobhouse;   ^.    Sir   M.  W. 
Ridley,  Mar.  5,  37. 

Rifle     Ranges — Limitation    of     County 
Councils'  Powers 
Q.   Mr.  Hobhouse  ;  A.   Mr.   P.  Wil- 
liams, Mar.  6,  32. 

County  Courts 

Fees,  Reduction 

Q.  Sir  C.  Dilke;  A.   Mr.  Hanbury, 
Mar.  8,  386. 

County  Surveyors 

See  Surveyors. 

Couplings 

Automatic  Railway  Coupling,  Members 
of  Parliament   inspecting   Models, 
etc* 
Qs.  Sir  F.  Flannery,  Sir  W.  Foster ; 
As.  Mr.  Ritchie,  Mar.  19,  1186. 

Court  V.  Jeffery 

Dormant  Funds  in  Chancery— Petition  for 
Inquiry;  Mar.  20,  1301. 

Courtney,  Bt.  Hon.  L.  [Cornwall,  Bodmin] 

Census  (Great  Britain)  BUI,  2r.,  Mar.  9, 
504. 

Dutch  Subjects  of  the  Queen  in  Custody 
under  Martial  Law 
Military  Authorities  obeying  Writ  of 
Habeas  Corpus,  Mar.  8,  369. 

Release  of  Prisoners,  Mar.  16,  910. 
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Courts-martial 

South   African    War,    See   that    Title- 
Military  Law. 

Cowdenbeath 

Commissioners'  Election— Complaints  as 
to  Irregularities 
Q.  Mr.  Weir;  A.  Mr.  A.  G.  Murray, 
Mar.  5,  38. 

Cowes  Pier  Bill 

/.  Report  from  Committee  of  Selection, 

Mar.  13,  698. 
Witnesses  Ordered  to  attend  Select  Com- 
mittee, Mar.  15,  893. 


Craghead  Colliery  Fatality 

Attempted  Rescue— Public  Recognition  of 
Bravery 
Q.   Mr.  J.  Wilson ;    ^.    Sir  M.  W. 
Ridley,  Mar.  9,  487. 


Crilly,  Mr.  D.  [Mayo,  N.] 

hthouses  Administrai 

advisory  Committee,  etc.,  if ar.  1$,  690. 

^ost 


Lighthouses  Administration,  Fonnation  of 


Telephones— Public  Telephone  Exchanges, 
Application  for   Licences  to  the  Po 


Office,  Mar.  13,  740. 

Crimean  War 

Expenditure 

Comparison  with  South  African  War, 

Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer's 

Statement,  Mar.  5,  68. 

0.  Sir  W.  Harcourt,  Mar.  6,  229. 

Method  of  Raising— Chancellor  of  the 

Exchequer's  Statement,  Mar.  5,  66. 

Cripps,  Mr.  C.  A.  [Gloucestershire,  Stroud] 
Old  Age  Pensions  Bill,  2R.,  Mar.  7.  320. 

Crombie,  Mr.  J.  W.  [Kincardineshire] 

Parish  Trust  Accounts,  Scotland— Local 
Government  Board  Requiring  Publicity, 
Mar.  8,  390. 

Pauper  Statistics,  Scotland,  Parishe* 
neglecting  to  publish,  Mar.  8,  390. 

Croi^e,  Oeneral 

Imprisonment  on  Board  Ship 

Q.  Mr.  W.  Redmond;  A.  Mr.  Brod- 
rick.  Mar.  6,  200. 

Crops 

Compensation  for  Damage  to  Crops  Bill, 

See  that  Title. 
Improvements  in  Cereals — Gorton  Bros.* 
Experiments 
Q.    Mr.    M'Kenna;    A.    Mr.    Long, 
Mar.  15,  924. 

Cross,  Viscount 

Youthful  Offenders  Bill,  Cam.,  Mar.  12, 
558. 

Crown  Agents  for  the  Colonies 

Commissions 

Uganda  Railway,  Materials  for 

Q.     Mr.     Engledew  ;     A.     Mr. 
Brodrick,  Mar.  8,  386. 

[coni. 
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Crown  Agents  for  the  Colonies— <;on^* 

Commissions — cont. 
Windward  Islands 

Q.   Mr.   Engledew  ;    A.   Mr.   J. 
Chamberlain,  Mar.  S,  384. 

Crystal  Palace  Company  Bill 

/.  2r.*  Mar.  16,  1029. 

Standing  Orders  Complied  with,  Mar.  15, 
893. 

Cubitt,  Mr.  H.  [Surrey,  Reigate] 

Transport  —  "America,"  Percentage  of 
Losses  in  Horses,  Mar.  20,  1307. 

Curran,  Mr.  T.  B.  [Donegal,  N.] 

Omnibuses — Ticket  Examining,  Abolition 
of  Practice,  proposed,  Mar.  J,  37. 

Shamrock — Extending  Privilege  to  In- 
dividual Irishmen  in  Her  Majesty's 
Regiments,  Mar.  .9,  482. 

Cnstom  House 

Budget — Anticipating  Payments 

Qs.  Sir  J.  Leng,  Mr.  Hartley  ;  ^«.  Sir 
M.  Hicks  Beach,  Mar.  8,  392,  393. 

Customs  and  Inland  Bevenue 

Receipts  from — Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer's Statement,  Mar.  J,  60. 

Dairies,  Inspection  of 

Taunton  Corporation  Bill — Inntruction  to 
Committee,  Mar.  6*,  175. 

Dairy  Produce 

Milk  and  Butter  Adulteration — Adminis- 
tration of  the  Acts,  Fines  imposed  by 
Metropolitan  Magistrates,  etc. 
Q.  Gren.  Laurie ;  A.  SirM.  W.  Ridley, 
Mar.  16,  1069. 

Presumntive  Standards  of  Quality 

Q.  Mr.   Heddenvick  ;  A.   Mr.   Long, 
Mar.  5,  41. 

Daly,  Mr.  J.  [Monaghan,  S.] 

Army  Contracts — Supply  of  Hay  from 
Ireland,  etc..  Mar.  iV,  134o. 

DaMel,  Mr.  J.  H.  [Kirkcaldy  Burghs] 

South  African  War — Peace  Overtures, 
Presidents  Kruger's  and  Steyn's  Pro- 
posals, Mar.  1^,  569. 

Dangerous  Trades 

Lead  Poisoning,  See  that  Title. 

Deame  Valley  Bailway  Bill 

/.  Committed,  Mar.  6,  166. 

Death  Certificates 

Complaints  as  to,  in  Coroners'  Courts — 
Legislation 
Q.   Sir    W.   Foster ;  A.   Mr.    T.   W. 
Russell,  Mar.  16,  1070. 

Death  Duties,  Estate  Duty,  etc. 

Budget  Proposals 

O.  Sir  M.  Hicks  Beach,  Mar.  19, 1259. 
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Death  Duties,  Estate  Duty,  etc— cotu. 

Budget  Resolution,   Com.,  Mar.  6,  256 — 

Report,  Mar.  7,  329. 
**  Chicago  "  Smith  Windfall 

Os.  Sir  M.  Hicks  Beach,  3fqr.  5,  61  ; 
Sir  W.  Harcourt,  Mar.  6,  ^S6. 
Evasions 

Qs.  Mr.  G.  Bowles,  Mr.  W.  Red- 
mond ;  As.  Mr.  Hanburj',  Mar.  9, 
485  ;  Os.  Sir  W.  Harcourt.  Mar.  19, 
1224 ;  Mr.  G.  Bowles,  1228. 


Receipts  from  —  Chancellor  of   the  Ex- 
er'sSt* 
operty- 
0.  Sir  W.  Harcourt,  Mar.  19,  1224. 


ipt 

chequer's  Statement,  Mar.  5,  60. 
Settled  Property — Budget  Proposals 


Soldiers'  Estates,    Exemption  from  Death 

Duties — Non-commissioned  Officers 

Qs.   Gen.  Russell ;  As.  Sir  M.  Hicks 

Beach,  Mar.  IS,  730 ;  Mar.  19,  1184. 

Debentures 

Stamp  Duty,  See  that  Title. 

Declaration  of  Paris 

Petition  for  Annulment,  Mar.  6,  198. 

Deer  Forests,  Scotland 

Valuation — Information    with   Reference 
to  Acreage,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  Weir;  A.  Mr.  A.  G.  Murray, 
Mar.  6,  213. 

Defective  and  Epileptic  Children 

Certificated  Schools — Delay  in  Publishing 
List«,  etc 
Q.  SirW.  Foster;   A.  Sir  J.  Gorst. 
Mar.  19,  1188. 

Defence  of  the  Empire 

Cost  of — Peace  Defence  Expenditure 

0.  Sir  C.  DUke,  Mar.  12,  631. 
Home  Defence 

Coast  Defence  Guns— Guns  sent  to 
South  Africa 
q.  Mr.  M*Kenna ;  A.  Mr.  J.  P. 
Williams,  Mar.  15, 912. 
Emergency  Scheme,  etc— Mr.  Wynd- 

ham's  Statement,  Mar.  12,  602. 
Expenditure  on — Fleet  v.  Army 

0.  Sir  J.  Colomb,  Mar.  13,  663. 
Sea  Power — Ignoring  influence  of,  in 
regard  to  Military  Policy 
Colomb,  Sir  J.,  on.  Mar.  1^,  663 ; 
Mar.  19,  1270. 
Imperial  Defence 
Colonial  Aid 

Os.  Mr.  Wyndliam,  Mar.  I^i,  604, 
630;  Sir  C.  Dilke,  630,  631; 
Mr.  Buchanan,  640 ;  Captain 
Sinclair,  662 ;  Sir  H.  Campbcll- 
Bannemian.  672 ;  Sir  J.  Colomb, 
Mar.  13,  817  ;  Sir  A.  Acland- 
Hood,  803 ;  Mr.  Wyndham,  806. 
Wyndham's,  Mr.,  Statement,  Mar.  IS, 
614. 

Delairoa  Bay 

Acquisition  of.  by  England — Negotiations 
lietween    England    and    Portugal, 
alleged 
Q.  Mr.  W.  Redmond;  A.  Mr.   Brod- 
rick.  Mar.  6,  206. 

[coni. 
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Contraband  of  War  and  the  Right  of 
Search,  Action  of  Naval  Authorities 
with  regard  to  Foreign  Veeaels — 
Correspondence  Presented,  Mar.  12^ 
547.  568. 

\S€t  also  Contraband  of  War.] 

Bailway  Arbitration 
Delitv^  in  Award 

Os.  Lord  Wenlock,  Marqaess  of 
Salinbury,  Mar.  9,  474  ;  Q.  Mr. 
H.  Heaton;  A.  Mr.  Brodrick, 
Mar.  9,  484. 

Remuneration  of  Arbitrators 

Q.  Mr.  H.  Heaton  ;  ^.  Mr.  Brod- 
rick, Mar.  13,  735. 

Benny,  OoL  J.  M.  [Kilmarnock  Burghs] 

Electoral  Disabilities   (Military  Service) 
Bill,  Com.,  Mar.  15,  1020. 

Dental  Begistration  Fund  j 

Accounts  Presented,  Mar.  15,  903  ;  Mar. 
16,  1230.  I 

Deportation  of  Paupers  ! 

See  Paupers.  | 

I 
Daptford  Victualling  Yard 

Labourers'  Wages,  InsuflScient  Wage  ' 

Debate  in  Com.  of  Supply,  Mar.  8, 

41o. 

Manufacturing  Accounts  Presented,  Mar. 
19,  1173. 

Deputy  Judge-Advocate 

Administration  of  Military  Law  in  South  ! 
Africa,  See  South  African  War. 

Desart,  Earl  of 

Representiitive  Peer  for  Ireland— Right  to 
vote  established,  Mar.  8,  333. 

Deyonahire,  Duke  of 

London  University  Statutes,  Delay  in 
Printing,  Mar.  16,  1050. 

Dewar,  Mr.  A.  [Edinburgh,  S.] 

Edinburgh  Post  Office,  Sorting  Branch- 
Revision  Scheme,  Delay  in  Authorising, 
Mar.  9,  489. 

Dietary  in  Workhouses 

Delay  in  Issuing  Regulations 

Q.  Mr.  Hazell ;  A.  Mr.  Chaplin,  Mar. 
6,  209. 

Digby,  Mr.  J.  K.  W.  [Dorset,  N.] 

South  African  War— Number  of  Wounded 
Soldiers  returned  to  the  Front,  Mar. 
15,  910. 

Dilke,  Bt.  Hon.  Sir  C.  [(Gloucester,  Forest  of 
Dean] 


Arm 


Colonies,  Co-operation  of  —  Defence 
of  the  Empire,  Mar.  7^,  630,  631. 

Defence  of  the  Empire,  Cost  of — 
Peace  Defence  Expenditure,  Mar. 
U,  631. 
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,  Bt.  Hon.  Sir  0.-<orU. 

Army — eont. 

Roval  Re8er\'e  Battalions — Policy  of 
the  War  Office  — Home  Defences, 
etc.,  Mar.  19,  1275. 

Strengthening  and  Improving  Orga- 
nisation of  Regular  and  Auxiliary 
Forces  —  Government  Proposals, 
Mar.  li,  625. 

Supply  of  Cavalry,  Artillery,  etc.,  for 
making  up  Three  Army  Corps, 
Mar.  U,  628 ;  Mar.  13,  812. 

Three-year  Men  and  the  Extra 
Thr^pence  a  Day,  Mar.  30,  1308. 

Bangkok  •  Khoiat  Railway  Contract^ 
English  Firm's  Dispute  with  Siamese 
Government,  Mar.  16,  1067. 

Cable  Communication — St.  Helena  and 
Cape  Town,  and  St.  Helena  and  Ascen- 
sion Cable  Routes,  Messages  passing 
through  Portuguese  Stations,  Mar.  IS, 
586. 

Channel  Islands  Militia,  Reorganisation, 
etc.,  Mar.  16,  1105. 

China 

Wei-hai-wei  —  Naval  Expenditure, 
Mar.  19,  1182. 

West  River,  Progress  in  Opening  to 
Trade,  Mar.  5,  34. 

Coal  Mines  (Prohibition  of  Child  Labour 
Undeiiground)  Bill,  2r.,  Mar.  8,  463. 

County  Court  Fees,  Reduction  of.  Mar.  8, 
386. 

Deptford  Victualling  Yard,  Labourers' 
Wages  —  Insufficient  Wage,  Mar,  8, 
422. 

Honduras  —  British  Honduras  Railway, 
Draft  Agreement,  Mar,  13,  734. 

Lead  Poisoning,  Cases  Notified  to  the 
Home  Office,  Mar.  15,  925. 

Military  and  Naval  Expenditure — Esti- 
mated Expenditure  for  1900,  Mar.  13, 
729. 

Navy 

Guns — Insufficient  Reserve  of  Guns, 
Comparison  between  British  and 
French  Guns,  etc..  Mar.  8,  460,  461. 

Languages — Dehciency  in  the  Study  of 
Modem  Languages,  etc..  Mar.  8, 437. 

Manoeuvres  for  1899 — Report,  Mar.  6, 
205. 

South  African  War 

Local  Colonial  V^olunfbers,  Cost  of, 
Mar.  li,  626. 

Vote  for,  Mar.  li,  573. 

Textile  Factories — Women  and  Children 
working  Overtime  on  Government  Con- 
tracts, Mar.  9,  486. 

Underground  Work,  Children  Employed 
in.  Raising  the  Age — Legislation,  Mar 
6,  213. 

War  Office  Administration— Mr.  Wynd- 
ham's  Defence,  Mar.  li,  628. 

Dingwall 

Barrack    Accommodation    for    Seaforth 
Highlanders 

Q.  Mr.  Weir ;  A.  Mr.  J.  P.  Williams, 
Mar.  li,  581. 


Dis— Don] 


INDEX. 
Afar,  5 — Mar,  21. 


[Vol  80- 


Diseases  of  Animals  Acts 

Board  of  AKiicalture  Annual  Report 
Presented,  Mar,  20,  1290, 1303. 

Conveyance  of  Aniroals  by  Steamship 
*•  Aldworth,"  Copy  Presented,  Ma/r,  20, 
1303. 

District  Councils 

Stocks  —  Difference  between  District 
Councils  and  Corporation  Stocks, 
Amendment  of  Law  relating  to 
Trust  Investments 
Q.  Mr.  Nussey;  A.  Sir  M.  Hicks 
Beach,  Mar.  13,  734. 

Disturbances 

Ireland— Orange  Party  Riots,  See  names 
of  Places. 

"  Stop  the  War  "  and  Pro-Boer  Meetings, 
See  that  Title. 

Dividends 

Company  Dividends  —  Assessment  of 
Income  Tax  on  Dividends  accrued 
before  Mar.  31,  1900,  but  not  paid 
out  till  after  that  date 
Q,  Mr.  Hubbard  ;  ^.  Sir  M.  Hicks 
Beach,  Mar,  12, 587. 

Dixon-Hartland,    Sir    F.   D.    [Middlesex, 
Ux  bridge] 

Budget — War  Loan,  Mar,  5,  96. 

Rickmansworth  and  Uxbridge  Valley 
Water  Bill,  2R.  Mar,  19,  1164. 

Docksrards 

Education  of   Children — Separate  School 
System,  etc. 
References  to,  in  Debate  on  the  Navy 
Estimates,  Mar,  8,  439,  440. 

Portsmouth  Labourers'  Back  Pay 

Q,  Sir  J.  Baker;    A,   Mr.   Goschen, 
Mar,  13,  731. 

Dogs 

Irish  Dogs,  Landing  in  England— Relaxing 
Restrictions  on 
Qs,  Dr.  Tanner,  Mr.  T.  M.  Healy  ; 
As,  Mr.  Long,  Mar,  6,  216,  216  ;  Qs, 
Mr.  A.  J.  Moore,  Dr.  Tanner ;  As, 
Mr.  Long,  Mar,  12,  594 ;  Q,  Mr. 
Engledew ;  A,  Mr.  Long,  Mar,  20, 
1320. 
Muzzling  Order 

CarSftirthen — Withdrawal  of  Order 
Q,  Mr.  L.  Morgan  ;  A,  Mr.  Long, 
Mar,  8,  391. 

Dublin — Witlidrawal  of  Order 

Q,  Mr.  Field ;  A.  Mr.  Plunkett, 
Mar,  i9, 1198. 

King's  County — Withdrawal  of  Order 
Q,  Mr.  Carew;  A,  Mr.  Plunkett, 
Mar,  12,  596. 

Rabies,  Number  of  Cases  in  Ireland 

Q,   Dr.    Tanner;    A,    Mr.    Plunkett, 
Mar.  12,  595. 

Sheep  Worryinsr — Legislation 

Q.  Sir  W.  Wedderbum  ;  A,  Mr.  Long, 
Mar,  15,  925. 

Dogs  Begulation  Bill 

c,  Intro,  and  iR.*  Mar.  15,  986. 
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Denegal  Railway  Bill 

/.  2R.*  Mar,  6,  166. 
Cam,,  Mar,  13,  697. 
Bep,*  Mar,  16,  1029. 

Standing  Orders  Complied  with.  Mar,  5,  1. 

Donelan,  Oaptain  A.  J.  0.  [Cork,  E.] 

Army 

Enlistment — Wards  in  Chancery^ 
Mar,  20,  1309. 

Irish  Horses,  Purchasing,  etc.,  Jfor. 
5,  30 ;  Mar,  8,  Sll. 

Ordnance  Factories— Misconduct  of 
Employees,  Applications  to  Con- 
tractors for  Subscriptions,  Mar,  12y 
577. 

Volunteer  Oificers— Queen'b  Regula- 
tions, Paragraph  423,  Mar,  12,  578. 

Bird,  Mr.,  Murder  of,  at  Bantry — Exclu- 
sion of  the  Press  from  the  Justices' 
Examination,  Mar,  15,  937. 

Channel  Squadron  Rations — Complaints^ 
Mar,  15,  919. 

Cork  •  Fermoy  Railway  Construction, 
Mar,  16,  1073. 

Leitrim  County  Land  Commission  Sittings 
Mar,  15,  933. 

Street  Preaching  in  Cork,  Disturbances- 
Arising  out  of,  etc.  Mar,  15,  936. 

Thompson,  Hugh,  Murder  of,  near  Ennis- 
killen.  Mar,  9,  494. 

Donoyan,  Joseph 

Death    from    Vaccination — King's    O^tj 
Yorkshire  Light  Infantry 
Q.  Mr.  Bayley  ;  A,  Mr.  J.  P.  Williams, 
Mar,  13,  728. 

Doogan,  Mr.  P.  C.  [Tyrone,  E.] 

Coalisland  Riot,  Mar,  8,  398. 

Dungannon  Workhouse— Number  of 
Roman  Catholics  and  Non- Roman 
Catholic  Inmates  and  Officials,  Mar,  9„ 
490. 

Dorking  Water  Bill 

/.  Committed,  Mar.  5,  3. 

Report    from    Committee   of    Selection^ 


eport 
Mar, 


19,  1162. 


Dormant  Funds  in  Ohancery 

Court   V,  Jeffrey — Petition  for    Inquiry, 
Mar,  20,  1301. 

Double-Shift  System  in  Factories 

Factories  and  Workshops  Bill 

Q.    Mr.    Tennant;    A,    Sir    M.   W. 
Ridley,  Mar.  10,  1070. 

Douglas,  Mr,  Akers — First  Cotntnissioner  of 
Works  [Kent,  St.  Augustine's] 

Aberdeen,  New  Post  Office,  Mar.  19, 1191. 

National  Museums,  Precautions   against 
Fire,  Mar,  13,  742. 
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Doyle,  Dr.  Oonan 

Rifle  Invention— Refasal  of  War  Office  to 
Investigate,  alleged 
Q.    Mr.    R.  Cooke ;    ^.   Mr.  J.   P. 
Williams,  Mar,  9,  483. 

Dra^e,  Mr.  G.  [Derby] 

Volunteer  Force — Development  of  Volun- 
teer Movement,  etc,  Alar,  16,  1127. 

Dragoon  Gnards 

Absence  of  Officers  on  Remount  Duty 
Q.   Mr.    Yerburgh;    A,    Mr.    J.  P. 
Williams,  Mar,  8,  378. 

Drainage  and  Improvement  of  Land  Acts 

Board    of    Agriculture    Annual   Report 
Presented,  Mar.  20,  1290,  1303. 

Dresden 

Anti-Britii«h  Demonstrations 

Q.    Mr.    Talbot;    A.  Mr.    Brodrick, 
Mar.  15,  918. 

DriU  Halls 

Volunteers — Government  Assistance 
Qs.  Sir  J.  Kennaway,  Colonel  Pryce- 
Jones ;    A8.    Mr.   J.   P.   Williams, 
Mar,  8,  380,  381. 

Drunkenness 

Ireland,  Number  of  Arrests 

Return  Ordered  (Mr.  W.  Johnston), 
Mar,  15,  904. 

Dublin 

Marlborough  Street    Training    College — 
Dismissal  of  Pupils 
Q,  Mr.  W.  Abraham;  A,  Mr.  Atkinson, 
Mar,  13,  743. 
Muzzling  Order,  Withdrawal,  proposed 
Q,  Mr.  Field  ;  A,  Mr.  Plunkett,  Mar, 
19,  1198. 
Registrar  -  General's     Office  —  Medical 
Referee,  Duties  and  Emoluments  of 


SESSION    1900. 
Mar.  5— itfar.  21. 

f  Dublin  Electric  T'^'ght-ing  BiH—cont. 


Order  for  Second  Reading  Postponed, 
Mar.  8,  352. 

Standing  Order  Discharged,  Mar.  8,  334. 

Standing  Orders  to  be  Dispensed  with. 
Mar.  19,  1161. 

Dublin,  Wicklow,  and  Wexford  Bailway 
]Eiill 

/.  Committed,  Mar.  9, 465. 

Duckworth,  Mr.  J.  [Lancashire,  Middleton] 

South  African  War— Notification  of 
Casualties  to  Relations,  Case  of  Kier- 
man,  Mar.  15,  909. 

Dundee 

Telephone  Service — Interruption  of  Com- 
munication between  Dundee,  Mon- 
trose, and  Aberdeen,  etc. 
Q.   Su-  J.   Leng;   A.   Mr.   Hanbury, 
Mar,  5,  40. 

Dundee  Harbour  Bill 

/.  Hep.*  Mar.  13,  698. 
3r.*  Mar.  20,  1290. 

"Dunera" 

Delay  in  Departure  for  South  Africa 

Q.  Mr.  Jeffreys ;  A.  Mr.  Macartney, 
Mar.  16,  1065. 

Dungannon  Workhouse 

Number  of   Roman    Catholic   and  Non- 
Roman     Catholic     Inmates     and 
Officials 
Q.   Mr.   Doogan;  A.   Mr.   Atkinson, 
Mar.  9,  490. 

Dutch  Subjects  of  the  Queen  in  Custody 

See  South  African  War. 


Appointment 
Q.  Mr.  A.  J.  Moore ;  A.  Mr.  Atkinson, 
Mar.  ;,>(/,  1321.  ' 

Students'  Attack  on  the  Civic  Flag  at  the  [  Dyke.   Bt.   Hon.    Sir  W.  H.   [Kent,  Dart 
^' — '—  " ford] 


Mansion  House 
Q.  Mr.  W.  Redmond ;  A.  Mr.  Atkin- 
son, Mar.  5,  47,  48. 
Trinity  College,    Religious   Tests— Com- 

Elaint    against    Professor  of  Irish 
iterHiture 
Q.  Mr.  T.  M.  Healy;   A.  Mr.  Atkin- 
son,  Mar,  19,  1193. 
Trinity  College  Students  and  Labourers 
assaulting    Constables— Inequality 
of  Sentences  on  Students 
Q.  Mr.  P.  O'Brien ;  A.  Mr.  Atkinson, 
Mar,  8,  399. 

Dublin  Oorporation  Bill 

Joint    Committee — Motion    (Mr.  J.  W. 
Lowther) 
Message  from  the  Commons,  Mar,  19, 
1162,  1165, 

Dublin  Electric  Lighting  Bill 

Examiners'  Certificate  referred  to  Stand- 
ing Orders  Committee,  Mar.  6,  165 ; 
Mar,  13,  698. 
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Huntingdon  Corporation  Bill,  2K.,  Mar,  13, 
711,  715. 

Private   Bill   Procedure— Opposing  Bills 
on  Second  Reading,  Mar,  13,1\\, 

East  London  Water  Bill 

r.  2r.,  Mar.  13,  719. 

East  Shropshire  Water  Bill 

Report  from  Committee  of  Selection,  Mar, 
6,  166  ;  Mar,  8,  335. 

Report  from  Select  Committee,  Mar,  20y 
1290. 

East  Stirlingshire  Water  Bill 

Report  from  Committee  of  Selection,  Mar, 
6,  166  ;  Mar,  8,  335. 

Report  from  Select  Committee,  Mar,  15 
894. 


Eas— Emm] 


Easter,  Date  of 


INDEX. 
Mar,  5 — Mar.  21. 
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Legislation — Making    April   15th    Easter 
Day  in  Law  as  well  as  in  Calendar 
Q,     Mr.    Richardson  ;     A,    Sir     R. 
Webster,  Mar,  15,  929. 

Easter  Volunteer  Manoeuvres 

Abandonment  of,   for  1900 — Training   of 
London  Volunteers 
Q.  Mr.  Tomlinson  ;  A.  Mr.  Brodrick, 
Mar.  6,  204. 

Eastern  Extension  Telegraph  Company 

See  Cable  Communication. 

Ecclesiastical  Assessments  (Scotland)  Bill 

•  V    Petitions,  Mar.  5,  20 ;  Mar.  S,  366  ;  Mar. 
9,  477 ;  Mar.  13,  722 ;  Mar.  21,  1361. 

Edinburgh 

Po<»t    OflSce— Sorting    Branch    Revision 
Scheme,  Delay  in  Authoiising 
Q.   Mr.    Dewarj    A.  Mr.    Hanbury, 
Mar.  .9,  489. 

Edinburgh  Corporation  Bill 

Report  from  Committee  of  Selection,  Mar. 
8y  335  ;  Mar.  9,  465  ;  Mar.  15,  893. 

Edinburgh  District  Lunacy  Board  Bill 

Report  from  Committee  of  Selection,  Mar. 
8,  335 ;  Mar.  9,  466  ;  Mar.  15,  893. 

Witness  Ordered  to  attend  Select  Com- 
mittee, Mar.  15,  893. 

Education 

Vice-President  of  the  Council — Rt.  Hon. 
J.  E.  Gorst. 

Almanacks — Church  Almanack,  Atfixinj 
to  Board  School    Wall  at  Churc 
Coppenhall,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.   S.   Smith  ;   ^.  Sir  J.  Gorst, 
Mar.  5,  43. 

Corporal      Punishment     in     Elementary 
Schools — Instruction  to  Inspectors, 
etc. 
Qs,  Sir  J.  Brunner,  Mr.  Gray  ;  As.  Sir* 
J.  Gorst,  Mar.  5,  42, 

Epileptic  Children — Certificated  Schools, 
Delay  in  Publishing  List,  etc. 
Q.  Sir  W.   Foster;  A.   Sir  J.   Gorst, 
Mar.  19,  1188. 

Expenditure — Number  of  School  Boards 
and  other  Statistics,  Statement  Pre- 
sented, Mar.  20,  1304. 

Irish  Questions — Ballivor  National  School 
— Assault  of  a  Pupil  by  Master 
Q.  Mr.  P.  O'Brien  ;  A.  Mr.  Atkinson, 
Mar.  15,  932. 

Military  Drill  in  Schools 

0.  Mr.  L.  Sinclair,  Mar.  12,  655. 

Religious  Emblems  in  National  Schools 
Q.   Mr.  S.   Smith ;  vl.  Sir  J.   Gorst, 
Mar.  12,  588. 

Roman    Catholic    University    Education 
Abroad,  Papers  Relating  to 
Q.  Mr.  A.  Moore ;  A.  Mr.  Brod- 
rick,  Mar.  13,  735;  Mar.    20, 
1311. 
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Education— con<. 

Roman  Catholic  University,  etc. — cont. 

Reports  of  H.M.  Representatives  Pre- 
sented, Mar.  19,  1163,  1174. 

Secondary  Education 

Districts    excluded    from    Grant    in 
Scotland 
Q.  Sir  W.  Wedderbum ;  ^.  Mr. 
A.  G.  Murray,  Mar.  15,  931. 

Science  and  Art  Grants — Authority 
Regulating  Conditions 
Q.    Mr.    M*Kenna;    A.    Sir    J. 
Gorst,  Mar.  8,  394. 

Voluntary  Schools,  See  that  Title. 

Education  (Scotland)  Bill 

/.  Intro.,  Mar.  16,  1031. 
IR.*  Mar.  16,  1046. 

Egsrpt 

British  Troops — Number  of  Battalions  in 
June,  1899 
Q.   Mr.    Humphreys-Owen ;    A.   Mr. 

i,  Jnar.  if. 

Garrison 


J.  P.  Williams,  Mar.  8,  377. 
0.  Mr.  Wyndham.  Mar.  12,  620. 


Sectoral  Disabilities  (Biilitary  Service) 
Bill 

c.  2r.,  Mar.  8,  403. 
Com.,  Mar.  15,  1019. 

fflectric  Power  Bills 

Appointment  of  Committee,  Mar.  15,  900 ; 
Mar.  16,  1053. 

Q.  Lord  Balcarres;   A.  Mr.  Ritchie, 
Mar.  6,  206. 

Elementary  Schools 

See  Education. 

Elgin,  Earl  of 

Youthful  Offenders  Bill,  Cotn.,  Mar.  It, 
557. 

Ellis,  Mr.  J.  R  [Nottingham,  Rushcliffe] 

Electric  Power  Bills — Appointment  of 
Committee,  Mar.  16, 1056. 

Railways  (Prevention  of  Accidents)  Bill — 
Date  of  Second  Reading,  Mar.  19, 1190. 

Scottish  Private  Bill  Legislation,  Number 
of  Applications  under  Section  2,  Mar.  5, 
38. 


Emigration  and  Immigration 

Colonies,  Report  on  the  Emigrants'  Infor- 
mation Onice  Presented, 
903. 


migrant 
I,  Mar. 


iJ,894, 


Emmott,  Mr.  A.  [Oldham] 

Boilers  Registration  and  Inspection  Bill, 
2r.,  3far.  7,277. 

National  Museums,  Precautions  against 
Fire,  Mar.  IS,  742. 
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Barracks — Removal  of  Headquarters  from 
Enniskillen 
Q.  Mr.  Archdaie ;  A,  Mr.  Wyndham, 
Mar.  19,  1179. 

Engineering  Naval  Oontracts 

Rate  of  Wages 

Q.  Captain  Norton ;  A,  Mr.  Macart- 
ney, Mar,  5,  381. 

Engineers 

Army,  Additions  to 

Wyndham's,    Mr.,    Statement,  Mar, 
12,  618. 

Engledew,  Mr.  C.  R  [Kildare,  N.] 

Csme  to  Cairo  Telegraph  Construction — 
Line  of  Steamers  Conveying  Material  to 
Chinde,  Mar,  8,  386. 
Crown  Agents  for  the  Colonies — Commis- 
sions 
Uganda  Railway   Materials,  Mar.  8, 
385. 

Windward  Islands,  Mar.  8,  384. 

Dogs — Landing  from  Ireland,  Regulations, 


OgH — LOLL 

Star.  JO, 


1320. 


Epileptic  Children 

Certificated  Schools — Delay  in  Puhlishing 
List,  etc. 
Q.  Sir  W.  Foster;   A,   Sir  J.   Gorst, 
Mar.  19,  1188. 

Esmonde,  Sir  T.  G.  [Kerry,  West] 

Irish  Language  Census,  Mar,  9,  492. 

Rae  Estate,  Delay  in  Sale,  Mar.  5,  47. 

Sur\-eyorR— Increase  of  County  Surveyors* 
Salaries,  Mar.  9,  492. 

Esquimault 

Garrison 

O.  Sir  J.  Colonih,  Mar,  IS,  818. 

Estate  Duty 

See  Deatli  Duties. 

Eton  Union  Workhouse 

Fatality  to  Child 

Q.  Sir  J.  Savory ;  A.   Mr.   Chaplin, 
Mar.  hi,  737. 


Ezmonth  Urban  District  Water  Bill 

/.  Report  from  Com.  of  Selection,  Mar.  IS, 
698. 
Report  from  Select  Com.,  Mar,  IS,  698. 

Expansion  of  the  Empire 

Military  Expenditnre 

Wyndham's,  Mr.,  Defence  acainst 
the  Charge  of  **  Recent"  &pan- 
sion,  etc.,  Mar.  IS,  620.  . 

Os.  Mr.  Buchanan,  641 ;  Captain 
Sinclair,  Mar.  IS,  799. 

Explosive  Bullets 

See  Bullets. 

Extradition  Treaties 

San  Marino— Order  in  Council  Presented, 
Mar,  16, 1030,  1062. 

Factories  and  Workshops  Acts 

Employment  of  Women  and  Children — 
Reprinting  Extracts  from  Reports, 
proposed 
Q,   Mr.   Trevelyan;    A,   Sir  M.   W. 
Ridley,  Mar.  20,  1313. 

Overtime  Working  of  Women  and  Chil- 
dren on  Government  Contracts 
Q,  Sir  C.  Dilke ;  ^.  Sir  M.  W.  Ridley, 
Mar,  9,  486. 

Factories  and  Workshops  Bill 

Double  Shift  System 

Q.  Mr.  Tennant ;  A,  Sir  M.W.  Ridley, 
Mar,  16,  1070. 

Factories  and  Workshops  (No.  3)  Bill 

Omission  of  the  word  **  Not " 

Q.   Mr.   McKenna;   A,   Sir  M.    W. 
Ridley,  Mar.  9,  488 

Falkirk  Corporation  Bill 

/.  Report  from  Committee  of   Selection, 
Jfar.  C,  166  ;  Mar.  8,  335. 

Committed,  Mar.  13,  697. 

Falkirk  and  District  Water  Bill 

Report  from  Committee  of  Selection,  Mar, 
6,  166  ;  Mar.  8,  335. 

Famine 

See  India. 


Evans,  Sir  ]P.  [Southampton] 

Telegraph  Service — Stagnation  of  Promo- 
tion, Mar.  8,  387.  Fardell,  Sir  T.  G.  [Paddington,  South] 


Exeter  Hall  Distnrbance 

*•  Stop  the  War"  Meeting— Incitement  to 


Census  (Great  Britain)  Bill,  Com.,  Mar. 
15,  1017. 


Riot  and  Breach  of  the  Peace  I  Faitinharson,  Dr.  [Aberdeenshire,  West] 


Q.  Sir  W.  Lawson ;  ^.  Sir  RWehster, 
Mar,  o,  44. 

Exeter  Hospital 

Offers  to  Wounded  Soldiers 

Q,  Sir  E.  Vincent ;  ^.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
Mar.  20, 1305. 
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Agricultural  Holdings  Bill— Separate  Bill 
for  Scotland,  Mar,  SO,  1312. 

Army  Medical  Service — Success  of  the 
Service  at  the  Front,  etc..  Mar,  16, 
1078.  . 

Dogs  Regulation  Bill,  Intro.  Mar,  15,  985. 

\cont. 
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Farciuharson,  Dr. — cont. 

Militia,  Bounty  Question,  etc.,  Mar.  16, 
1099. 

South  African  War— Officer  Exercising 
Press  Censorship,  Authority  Respon- 
sible fqr,  etc.,  Mar.  8,S7l. 

Penwick,  Mr.  [Northumberland,  Wansbeck] 
Boilers  Registration  and  Inspection  Bill, 
2r.,  Mar.  7,  266,  308,  310. 

Channel  Squadron— Notice  issued  to 
Engine-room  Artificers,  Mar.  15,  919. 

rergnson,  Mr.  M.  [Leith] 

Census  (Great  Britain)  Bill,  2r.,  Mar.  9, 
601. 

Stormberg  and  Magersfontein  Engage- 
ments—Official Despatches,  Mar.  IS, 
726. 

PergUSBOn,  Bt.  Hon.   Sir  J.   [Manchester, 

N.E.] 
AgricuHiiral     Holdings       Bill,       Intro., 
Mar.  12,  600. 

Armv 

Commissions  —  Cadets'  Grievance, 
Granting  Commissions  to  Univer- 
sities, Public  Schools,  etc.,  Mar.  8, 
376 ;  Mar.  12,  583.  634  ;  Mar.  13, 
813  ;  Mar.  16,  1146,  1150,  1163. 

Conscription,  Mar.  IS,  633. 

Strength 
satibn 
Forces 
Mar.  12,  632. 

India—  Scottish  Presbyterians  and  the  Use 

of  Churches,  Mar.  5,  36. 
South  African  War— Australasian  Contin- 
gents 
Number  of  Mounted  Men— Cost,  etc.. 

Mar.  12,  571. 
New    Zealand's    Offer   of    Buslunen 
Contingent,  Mar.  15,  907. 

Permanagh 

Murder  of  Hugh  Thompson 

Qs.  Mr.  Johnston,  Capt.  Donelan ;  As. 
Mr.  A'  kinson.  Mar.  9,  494  ;  Qs.  Mr. 
Arcbdale,  Capt.  Donelan  ;  As.  Mr. 
Atkinson,  Mar.  13,  743. 

Pennoy 

Railway  Construction 

Q.  Mr.  P.  O'Brien;  A.  Mr.  Han- 
bury,  Mar.  8,  389 ;  Q.  Capt.  Done- 
lan ;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury,  Mar.  16, 
1073  ;  Q.  Mr.  P.  O'Brien  ;  ^.  Mr. 
Hanbury,  Mar.  20,  1321. 


Pever,  Inoculation  Against 

Troops  in  South  Africa 

References  to,  in  Debate  on  the  Esti- 
mates, M^.  16,  1086,  1089,  1093, 
1095. 

^0 


Pield,  Admiral  E.  [Sussex,  Eastbourne] 

Navy 

Astronomer  Royal,  Application  for 
loan  of  Ship  to  observ-e  the  Eclipee 
of  the  Sun,  Mar.  8,  448. 

Commutation  of  Retired  Pay,  Mar.  8, 
453. 

Guns — Seven!  and  a  half  Inch,  Trials, 
etc.,  Mar.  8,  452. 

Languages  —  Teaching  of  Modern 
Languages,  Abolition  of  Latin, 
proposed,  etc..  Mar.  8,  443. 

Rations — Revision  of  Scale  of  Rations, 
etc.  Mar.  ^,415. 

Sunday  Closing    (Monmouthshire)    Bill, 
2R.,  Mar.  U,  878. 

Pield,  Mr.  W.  [Dublin,  St.  Patrick] 

Irish  Census,    Regulations   for   currying 
out,  etc.,  Mar.  20, 1323. 

Merchant    Shipping    (Liability   of   Ship- 
owners) Bill,  2R.,  Mar.  21,  1404. 

Muzzling  Order  in  County  Dublin,  With- 
drawal, proposed.  Mar.  19, 1 198. 

Railways — Irregularities  of  Train  Ser>*ioe, 
Mar.  5,  44. 

Tuberculosis — Compensation  for  Confisca- 
tion of  Cattle,  Mar.  20,  1315. 

Finance  Act,  1896 

Amendment  of  Act — Budget   Resolution, 
Mar.  6,  257— Report,  Mar.  7,  329. 


Finance  Act,  IBM 

Committee  to  examine  into  Operation  of 
Section  IV.,  etc.— Report  and  Treasury 
Minute  Presented,  Mar.  13, 724. 

Modification  of  Exclusions,  Budget  Reso- 
lution, Mar.  6,  257— Report,  i»far.  7,329. 

Finance  Bill 

c.  IB.*  Mar.  7,  330. 
2r.  Mar.  19,  1200. 


Financial  Belations,  England  and  Ireland 

Budget  Proposals,  Effect  of,  on  Ireland 
Debate  on  the  Finance  Bill,  Mar.  19, 
1204. 

Discussion— Private  Bill  put  down  on  the 
Paper  in  front  of  the  Irish  Debate 
Q.  Iflr.  T.   M.  Healy ;  A.  Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfour,  Mar.  21,  1431. 

Government  Contracts  —  Comparative 
Outlay  on  Stores  in  the  Thrte 
Kingdoms,  Return 
Qs.  Mr.  W.  Redmond ;  As.  Mr.  J.  P. 
WUliams,  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour.  Mar. 
15,  914 ;  0.  Mr.  W.  Redmond,  Mar. 
15,  987;  Q.  Mr.  W.  Redmond;  J. 
Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Mar.  19,  1198; 
Mar.  20,  1319. 

War  Exjienditure  and  the  Budget— Irish 
Grievance 
Debate  on  the  Budget,  Mar,  5,  81. 
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Flavixi,  Mr.  M.  J.— cant. 

Deportation  of  Irish  Paupers — Legislation, 
Mar,  16,  1075. 

Roman  Catholic  Disabilities  Removal  Bill, 
2R.,  Mar.  19,  1288. 

South  African  War— Expenditure  on,  etc, 

Pine  or  Imprisonment  Act  '  ^^'*'-  ^^»  ^^* 


Broadening  basis  of  Taxation  to  meet  re- 
quirements of  the  Countiy 
09.  Mr.  J.  Lowther,  Mar.  19, 1211  ;8ir 
K  Vincent,   1243;    Sir  M.   Hicks 
Beach,  1261. 


Date  of  Operation,  etc. 

Q.  Sir  C.  Cameron;  A,  Mr.  Atkin- 
son.  Mar,  20,  1318. 


War   Loan    Bill— Taxation    of    Ireland, 
Mar.  15,  993. 


Fletdier,  Sir  H.  [Sussex,  Lewes] 
Pinsbnry,  Borough  of  l         Volunteers  —  Capitation     Grant  —  Rifle 

Holborn  Di^-ision,  New  Writ,    Mar.  19.  ,  RanKes-Clotbing,  etc..  Mar.  16,  1115. 

1200.  I         Volunteers — Strengthening^  and  Improving 

Organisation     of     Auxiliary     Forces, 
Firbank,  Mr.  J.  T.  [Hull,  E.]  Government  Proposals,  Mar.  12,  650. 


Naval      Shipbuilding      Contracts — Ship-  I  Plogging 
^"f°,V^™"    ''**""'*     Contract*,  1         ^ee  Corporal  Punwhment. 

PmrtOommiSBiOiiOT  Of  Works  ,         Kimberley  Mine-.    Preparation   for  Re- 

Rigbt  Hon.  A.  A.  Douglas.  opening.  Mar.  U,  573. 

Pmrt  Lord  of  the  Adnuialty  ,        "'•*  ^««  ^'"'""""  "'"'  ^'  ""'■  ''  ''«• 

Right  Hon.  G.  J.  Goschen.  Flynn,  Mr.  J.  0.  [Cork,  N.] 

South  African  War,     Expenditure  on — 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  Protest,  Mar,  so,  1344. 

Right.  Hon.  A.  J.  Balfour.  .„  ..«.     ,       ^  - 

^  Flynn,  Warder,  Case  of 

Fisheries    (Ireland)    Acts    Amendment'        ?.  Mr.  P.  (yBrien;  A,  Mr.  Atkinson, 

Bill  Mar.  19,  1196. 

c.  IR.*  Mar.  16, 1077.  Pog  Signals 

_.  -         „    ^  Railway  Signals— Inquiry  into  Collision, 

Fishery  Harbours  near  London  Bridge 

See  Piers  and  Harbours.  |  Q.    Mr.   Malcolm ;    A.  Mr.   Ritchie, 

,  Mar.  IJ,  590. 

Fishguard  Water  and  Gas  Bill 

Report  from  Committee  of  Selection,  Mar.    ^^^^25?'  ^^^*®»  ^^  ^^the  Tram- 
13,  698.  '^^^^  ^^ 

Committed,  Mar.  20,  1289.  '•  ^^^J^^'^:.  IS,  697. 

Fitzmaurice,  Lord  E.  G.  P.  [Wilt<»,  Crick-  ,  Foot  and  Mouth  Disease  Regulations 

^®^  '         Movements  of  Cattle  for  Stock  Purposes 

**  Stop  the  War"  and  Pro- Boer  Meetings—  Q.    Mr.   Stevenson;    A.    Mr.   Long, 

Disturbances  directed  a^inst  Opponents  Mar.  J,  41. 

""l^^^  )Y*^^'^'^^  ""^  ^'^  ^P^^'  ^^-  Norfolk  and  Suffolk-Removal  of  Restric 

Mar.  lo,  967.  ^.j^^n^  Proposed 

Taunton  Corporation  Bill,   Instruction  to  t  Qs.  Mr.  Soames,  Mr.  H.  S.   Foster ; 

Committee,  Mar.  6*,  181.  A.s.  Mr.  Long,  Mar.  13,  735. 

Flannery,  Sir  F.  [Yorkshire,  Shipley]  Foreign  Jurisdiction  Act 

A    ^        i.-    i>  -1  n      M^^      \M^^\^^  China  and  Corea  (Supreme  Court)  Order 

Automatic  Railway  ^'^'^f^'^^r^^^^^  I  in  Council  PresenUjd.  Mar.    16,    1030, 

of  Parliament  Innijecting  Models,  etc.,  I  ,^wk,  *     ^^' 

Mar.l9,\\%^.  ^^^'       ' 

Boilers  Registration  and  Inspection  Bill,  ,  Poreign  Languages 

2r.,  Mar.  7, 273, 275.  m      u*       •    *u^  xr 

.  » .  1 M-         £    Lsx.'  Teaching  m  the  Navy 

Merchant    Shippmg    (Liability  of    Ship-  References  to,  in  Debate  on  the  Esti- 

owners)  Bill,  2b.,  Mar.  U,  1381,  1383.       '  mates.  Mar.  S,  437,442. 

Old-Age  PensiouH  Bill,  2r.,  Mar.  7,  312. 

Foreii^  Office 

Flavin,  Mr.  M.  J.  [Kerry,  North]  iSi«^«'/ni7^  o/5<a/r— Marquess  of  Salisbury. 

Army  Contracts,  Irish   Grievance,   Mar.  Under  Secretary— Bight  Hon.   St.   John 

20,  1349.  Brodrick. 
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Foreign  Policy 

Military  Expenditure 

0.  Mr.  Buclianan,  Mar,  12,  641. 

Foster,  Mr.  H.  8.  [Suffolk,  Lowestoft] 

Admiralty  Shipbuilding  Contracts  — 
Extending  Period  of  Construction, 
Conditions  upon  which  Tenders  were 
Accepted,  alleged,  Mar,  13,  731. 

Foot  and  Mouth  Disease  Regulations — 
Norfolk  and  Suffolk,  Mar,  13,  736. 

South  African  War 

Paget's  Horse,  Delay  in  Departure  for 
the  Front  —  War  Office  handing 
over  Military  Arrangements  to  the 
Imperial  Yeomanry  Committee, 
Mar  6,  202. 

Peace  Overtures  —  Essential  Condi- 
tions, Mar,  1£,  668. 

Yeomanry — Embarkation  of  Fifty-second 
Company,  Mar,  12,  576. 

Foster,  Sir  W.  [Derbyt*hire,  Ilkeston] 

Army  Medical  Service  —  Strong  Corps 
needed.  Service  at  the  Front,  etc.,  Mar. 
10,  1083,  1089. 

Automatic  Railway  Couplings — Members 
of  Parliament  inspectmg  Models,  etc.. 
Mar.  lit,  1186. 

Cottage  Homes  Bill— Recommendations  of 
Select  Committee,  Mar.  6,  209. 

Death  Certificates  —  Complaints  in 
Coroners'  Courts,  Legislation,  Mar.  16, 
1070. 

Epileptic  Children,  Certificated  Schools — 
Delay  in  Publishing  List,  etc..  Mar,  19, 
1188. 

Old  Age  Pensions  Bill,  2r.,  Mar,  7,  323. 

Post  Office  Employees — Sick  Leave  Regu- 
lations, Mar.  19,  1 185. 

South  African  War — Ambulance  Service 
Volunteers,  Medical  Examination, 
Height,  etc.,  Mar.  16,  1063. 

Taunton  Corporation  Bill,  Instruction  to 
Committee,  Mar,  6,  18^. 

Fowler,  Bight  Hon.  Sir  H.  H.  [Wolver- 
hampton, E.] 

Electric  Power  Bills — Appointment  of 
Committee,  Mar.  16,  105/. 

Municipal  Trading  Committee,  Mar,  21, 
1428. 

War  Loan  Bill,  2r.,  Mar,  13,  754. 

France 

Anglo-French  Relations— Disturbances  at 
Montreal 
Q.    Mr.    W.    Redmond ;    A.   Mr.   J. 
Chamberlain,  Mar,  6,  206. 

Guns 

Naval      Guns  —  Comparisons     with 
British  Guns 
0,  Sir  C.  Dilke,  Mar,  8, 460. 

New  Quick-firing  Gun 

Q,  Major  Rasch ;  A,  Mr.   J.  P. 
Williams,  Mar,  5,  30. 
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France— con^. 

Medical  Aid  for  British  Wounded  in 
South  Africa— Gifts  from  the 
Society  for  Affording  Aid  to  the 
Wounded 
Q,  Mr.  Hazell  ;  ^.  Mr.  J.  P.  Williams, 
Mar,  12,  673. 

Newfoundland  Treaty  Shore  Question,  See 
Newfoundland. 

Waima  Incident — Arbitration 

Q,  Mr.  B.  Jones ;   A,  Mr.  Brodrick^ 
Mar.  16,  1068. 

Franchise 

Electoral  Disabilities  (Military  Service) 
Bill,  See  that  Title. 

Fraserburgh  and  St.  Oombs  Light  Bail- 
way 

Application  for  Treasury  Grant,  etc. 

Q,  Mr.  Buchanan ;   A,    Mr.  Ritchie,. 
Mar,  13,  737. 

French  Wars 

Great  French  War — Method    of  Raising 
Expenditure  by  Great  Britain,  etc^ 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer's  State- 
ment, Mar,  5,  67. 

Os.   Sir  W.    Haroourt,    Ma:i\  6, 
229. 

Friendly  Societies 

Out-door  Relief  (Fnendly  Societies)  BUI. 
See  that  Title. 


Friem  Bamet  Water  Supply 

Q,  Major  Bowles ;  A,  Mr.  Ritchie,  Mar. 
19,  1187. 

GhJloway,  Mr.  W.  J.  [Manchester,  S.W.I 

Army — Delay  in  Paying  -wives  of  men  at 
the  Front,  Mar,  16,  1086. 

Boilers  Registration  and  Inspection  Bill, 


inspeci 
,289. 


2r.,  Mar.  7,276,287,288 

Electric    Power   Bills  —  Appointment  of 
Committee,  Mar,  16,  1057, 1058. 

Municipal  Trading  Committee,   Mar,  ^1, 
1430. 

Sale  of  Intoxicating  Xiqnors  to  Children 
(No.  2)  Bill,  2R., If ar.  .9,530. 

South   African    War — Separation   allow- 
ances 
Cost   of    Housing   and    Maintaining 
Families  of  Officer^,  etc. — Proof  of 
Private  Means,  etc.  Mar,  5,  29. 

Marriage  without  leave.  Mar  5, 29. 

Galway,  Viaconnt 

Yeomanry— Training,  etc..  Mar,  30^  1291. 


Gas 


Price  of  Gas,  etc — South, Metropolitao 
Gas  Bill,  Instruction  to  Committee, 
Mar,  6,  189. 


Vol.  80.] 


SESSION   1900. 
Mar.  5 — Mar.  21. 


[Oas— Oos 


Qas  Light  and  Coke  Company 

_  • 

Ti-ansfer  of  Area  to  South  Metropolitan 
Gas  Company — Instruction  to  Com- 
mittee,'A/ar.  6,  189. 

Oedge,  Mr.  S.  [Walsall] 

Sale  of  Intoxicating  Liquors  to  Children 
(No.  2)  Bill,  2r.,  Mar.  9,  528. 

General  Medical  Council 

Accounts  Presented,  Mar.  /J,  903;  Mar. 
16, 1030. 

General  Post  Office 

See  Post  Office. 

Germany 

Anti-Britl<«h  Demonstrations  in  Saxony 
Q.  Mr.   Talbot  ;    A.   Mr.    Brodnck, 
Mar.  15,  918. 

Contraband  of    War  and  the    Right   of 
Search 
"  Uundesrath,*'    Seizure     in     South 
African      Waters  ~-  Releasing 
Mails 
Q.   Mr.    G.   Bowles;  A.    Mr.   J. 
Chamberlain,  Mar.  19,  1177. 

"  Herzog,"  Detention  of,  at  Durban — 
Prize  Court  Authority  and  the 
action  of  the  Admiralty 
t  Q.  Mr.  G.  Bowles;  A.  Mr.  Brod- 

rick,  3/r/r.  W,  1174. 

Gibbs,  Mr.  A.  G.  H.  [London] 

Telegrams — Russian,  Scandinavian,  and 
Northern  Europe  Telegrams  v^id  New- 
castle, Delays  in  Transmission,  Mar.  .7, 

Gibbs,  Mr.  V.  [Herts,  St.  Albans] 
Midmve«  Bill,  2r.,  Mar.  r/,  rA\. 

Sale  of  Intoxicating  Li(|uors  to  Children 
(No.  2)  Bill,  2r.,  Mar.  it,  534. 

War  Loan  Bill,  2li.,  Mar.  Iff,  762. 

Gilnraltar 

( larrison  —  Date     of     Acquiring    Naval 
Station,  Siege  of  Gibraltar,  etc. 
0.  Mr.  Wyndham,  Mar.  IJ,  1)20. 

Police,  Municipal,  and  Sanitary  Admini- 
stration 
Q.  Mr.  Stevenson;  A.  Mr.  J.  Cham- 
berlain, Mar.  Ift,  922. 

Gifts  for  the  Troops  in  South  Africa 

See  South  African  War. 

Giles,  Mr.  C.  T.  [Cambridge,  Wisbech] 

Colonial  Contingents  in  South  Africa- 
Similar  Commission  to  that  of  Volun- 
teer Officers,  etc..  Mar.  i>,  481. 

Glasgow  District  Tramwasrs  Bill 

/.  IR.*  Mar.  15,  893. 

Nod -compliance  with  Standing  Order — 
Examiner's  Certificate  referred  to  Stand- 
ing Orders  Committee,  Mar.  20,  12H0. 
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Glasgow  District  Tramways  Bill 

Report  referred  to  Select  Committee  on 
Standing  Ordei-s,  Mar.  12,  562. 

Standing    Orders    not    Complied    with. 
Mar.  12,  545,  562. 

Glasgow  and  South  Western    Bailway 
Bill 

/.  Committed,  Mar.  5,  3. 

Glebe  Lands  Act 

Board  of  Agriculture  Annual  Report  Pre- 
sented, iT/a?\  JO,  1290,  1303. 


Gloucestershire 

Volunteers — Want  of  Rifle  Range 
Q.    Gen.    Russell  ;    A.    Mr. 
Williams,  Mar.  S,  379. 


J.    P. 


Glyncorrwg  Urban  District  Council  Gas 
Bill 

/.  Report  from    Committee  of  Selection, 
Afar.  13,  698. 

Committed,  Mar.  m,  1289. 

Gk>ldsworthy,  Gen.  W.  T.  [Hammersmith] 

Army  Medical  Service,  Mar.  16, 1095. 

Sale  of  Drink  within  Precincts  of  the 
House,  Mar.  13,  742. 

Gorst,  Bt.  Hon.  Sir  J.  "B.—  Viee-PreMdrnt 
of  the  Cmnmittee  of  Cainwil  oti  Education 
[Cambridge  University] 

Almanack — Affixing  to  wall  of  Board 
School  at  Church  Coppenhall,  etc., 
Mar.  5,  43. 

Corporal  Punishment  in  Elementary' 
Schools,  Instructions  to  Inspectors,  etc., 
Mar.  J,  42. 

Defective  and  Epileptic  Children— C'erti- 
cated  Schools,  Delay  in  Publishing  Lists, 
etc..  Mar.  19,  1188.* 

Education  Department  —  Consultative 
Committee,  National  Union  of  Teachers 
Representation,  etc. ,  Mar.  5,  43. 

Religious  Emblems  in  National  Schools — 
Hensall  School,  Mai\  IJ,  588. 

Secondary  School  (i rants,  Authority  regu- 
lating Conditions,  Mar.  ^,  .395. 

Voluntary*  Schools  —  Chester  Diocei^ 
Govemmg  Body , Modification  of  Scheme, 
etc..  Mar.  IJ,  589. 


Gk>rt,  Viscount 

ipresentati 

for  right  to  Vote,  Mar.  9,  465. 


Representative  Peers  for  Ireland,  Petition 
foi 


(Norton  Brothers 

Experiments  with  Reference  to  Improve- 
ments in  Cereals 
Q.  Mr.  M'Kenna  ;  A .  Mr.  Long,  Mar. 
i5,924. 

Gk>schen,  Bt.  Hon.  G.  J.—Fintt  Lord  of 

the  Adtnirafhf  (St.  («f*orgeV,   Hanover 
Square] 

"  Britannia,"  Training  on,  etc..  Mar.   8, 
445. 

3  M  [cojO. 


(Jos— Ore] 
Gk>schen,  Bt.  Hon.  G.  J.  -conf. 

Canteen  System,  Mar.  .9,  413. 
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ChaplalHs — Roman    Catholic    Chaplains, 


naniaiHF 
Alar.  S, 


436. 


Deptford  Victualling  Yard —Labourers' 
Wages,  Mar.  8,  422,  425,  429,  432. 

Dockyard  Labourers  —  Portsmouth 
Labourers'  Back  Pay,  Mar.  13,  732. 

Guns — Frencli  (iuns.  Comparison  with 
British  Guns,  Mar.  .5,  451. 

"  Highflyer  "  and  "  Minerva  "  Trials,  Mar. 
/?,  585. 

Hours  of  Duty  of  Hhiejacket**,  Mar.  S, 
414. 

Hydrographical  Surveys,  Antarctic  Expe- 
dition, etc.,  Mar.  S,  449. 

Languages,  Deficiency  in  the  Teaching  of 
Modern  Languages — Abolition  of  Latin, 
proposed,  etc.,  Mar.  S,  445. 

Manoeuvres  for  1899— Report,  Mar.  6', 
206. 

Obsolete  Ships  to  be  taken  ofl*  the  List, 
Mar.  .7,  33. 

Rations — Revision  of  Scale  of  Rations, 
etc.,  proposed,  Mar.  S,  413. 

Shamrock— Irish  Sailors,  Wearing  on  St. 
Patrick's  Day,  Mar.  9,  482. 

Sliipbuilding  Contracts 

Extending  Period  of  Construction, 
Conditions  upon  which  Tenders 
were  accepted,  alleged,  Mar.  IS, 
731. 

Firms  without  ("ontracts,  Mar,  5,  34. 

Teeth — Percentage  of  Recruits  Rejected 
for  bad  Teeth,  Mar.  /?,  586. 


Goulding,  Mr.  E.  A.  [Wilts,  Devizes] 

Workmen's  Compensation  Act,  1897,  Ex- 
tension Bill,  2r.,  Mar.  ,?/,  1405. 


Govemment  Contracts 

Army    and    Navy  Contracts,  Sec  Titles 
Army  and  Navy. 

Comparative   Outlay    on    Stores   in    the 
Three  Kingdoms — Returns 

Irish  Financial  Relations 

Qs.  Mr.  W^.  Redmond  ;  As.  Mr. 
J.  P.  Williams,  Mr.  A.  J.  Bal- 
four, Mar,  15,  914  ;  0.  Mr.  W\ 
Redmond,  Mar.  15,  987 ;  Qs. 
Mr.  W.  Redmond ;  As.  Mr. 
A.  J.  Balfour,  Mar.  /»,  1198; 
Mar.  20,  1319. 

Scotland 

Q.  Sir  H.  C^ampbell-Bannerman  ; 
A.  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Mar.  20 
1318. 

Textile   Factories — Women  and  Children 
Working  Overtime 

V.  SirC.  Dilke;  A.  Sir  M.  W.  Rid- 
ley, Mar.  r^  486. 


Government  Property 

Exemption  from  Rates — Petitions  for 
alteration  of  Law,  Mar.  6',  199  ;  Mar. 
13,  722  ;    Mar.  U,  821  ;  Mar.  20,  1301. 

Oraham,  Mr.  H  B.  [St.  Pancras,  W .] 

Yeomanry,  Mar  16,  1 1 12. 

Grantham  Gas  Bill 

c.  Rep.*  Mar.  10,  1060. 

Gray,  Mr.  B.  [West  Ham,  N.l  • 

Corporal  l*unishment  in  Elemenian* 
Schools  Instructions  to  Insjiectors,  etc., 
Mar.  .:,  42. 

Underground  Work,  Children  Emploveil 
in — Raising  the  Age,  Legislation,  Mar. 
6,  212. 

Voluntary  Schools  —  Chester  Diocese 
Cioveming  Body,  Mollification  of  Scheme, 
etc..  Mar,  12,  588. 

Great  Berkhampstead  Water  Bill 

/.  Report    from  Committee  of  Selection, 
Mar.  e,  166  ;  Mar.  8,  335. 

Committed,  Mar.  12,  546. 
Rep.*  Mar.  20,  1289. 

Great  Central  Bailway  Bill 

/.  Committed,  Mar.  6,  3. 

Great  Eastern  Bailway  Bill 

c.  Rep.*  Mar.  20,  1300. 

Great  Grimsby  Street  Tramways  Bill 

I.  2R.*  Mar,  15,  894. 

Standing  Orders  Complied  with.  Mar.  J, 
2 ;  Mar.  13,  722. 

Great  Northern  Bailway  Bill 

/.  2VL*  Mar.  75,703. 
Rep.*  Mar,  SI,  1428. 

Standing  Orders  Complied  with,  Mar.  S, 
352. 

Great  Southern  and  Western  and  Water 
ford  and  Central  Ireland  Bailway 
Companies  Amalgamation  Bill 

Petition,  Mar,  20,  1289. 

Great  Western  Bailway  Bill 

Standing  Order  Complietl  uith.  Mar.  !•*, 
1163. 

Greene,  Mr.  H.  D.  [Shrewsbury] 

Corporal  Punishment  in  Prisons— Reduc- 
tion and  Remittance  of  Sentence:*, 
Mar.  20,  1314. 

South  African  W^ar 

Courts-martial  —  Provision  for  Ex- 
penses, Mar.  SO,  1306. 

Military  T^w  Administration  — 
Oi'puty  ♦luilge  Advocates  in  Sootli 
Africa;  Mar.  10,  1065. 
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Greene,  Mr.  B. 

Land    Commissioner     acting     as    Land 
it,  Ireland 
jor  Jameson  ;  A.  Mr.   Atkin- 


Agent,  Ireland 
.  Major  Jai 
son.  Mar.  P,  491. 


Greenwich  Hospital 

Accounts  Presented,  Mar,  f!y  199. 

Aogmentation  Pension  Grievance 

(^s.  Mr.  Kearley,  Mar.  S,  453  ;  Mr.  A. 
Chamberlain,  457. 

Capita]  and  Income— Accounts  Presented, 
Mar.  S,  336. 


Gretton,  Mr.  J.  [DerUyshire,  S.] 

Militia  —  SUtus    of  Serceant  Majors- 
Restoring  Warrant  Rank.  Mnr.  n.  581. 


Ground  Values 

Taxation 

Os.  Mr.   Billson,  Mar.  W,   1247  ;  Sir 
M.  Hickn  Beach,  l2tK). 

Guards 

,SV-^  Names  of  Re^^iments. 

Gull,  Sir  W.  C.  [Devon,  Barnstaple! 

Hospitals— Exemption  from  Local  Taxa- 
tion, J/ar.  19,  1189. 

Gully,  Bt.  Hon.  W.  C. 

See  Speaker. 

Guns 

See  Titles  Army,  Na\'j',and  South  African 
War. 

Ghirdon,  Sir  B.  [Norfolk,  N.] 

Mauritius  —  Misconduct  of  the  British 
( 'entral  African  Rifles,  Mar.  .7,  36  ; 
Mar.  (J,  205;  Mar.  I  J,  814. 

Messintj    Allowance— Abolition  of,   pro- 


lessini;    Allowance 
posed,  Mar.  0^  483. 


Gwsrrfki  Bund  District  Oouucil  Water  BiU 

/.  Committed,  Mar.  .9,  465. 

Habitual  Inebriates 

See  Inebriates. 

Haire,  Major— Oase  of 

Q.    Mr.    Macaleese ;    A.  Mr.    Atkinson 
Mar.  9,  492. 


Haldane,  Mr.  B.  B.  [Haddington] 

Budget — War  Expenditure,  etc.,  Mar. 


94. 


5. 


Finance  Act.ni894— Life  EsUte  Clause, 
Mar.  19,  1322. 

Huntingdon   Corporation  Bill,  2r,  Mar. 
IS,  712.  716. 

Private  Bill  Procedure— Opijosition  Bills 
on  Second  Kemling,  Mar.  /.?,  712. 
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Halifax  Garrison 

Date  of  British  Occupation,  etc. 
O.  :Mr.  Wyndham,  Mar.  i^,  621. 

Halsbury,  Barl  of 

Palatine  Court  of  Durham  Bill,  2r.,  Mar. 
16,  1052. 

Public  Libraries  Bill,  2r.,  Mar.  9,  474. 

Halsey,  Mr.  T.  F.  [Herta,  Watford] 

Electric  Power  Bilb— Appointment  of 
Committee,  Mar.  16,  1058. 

Hamilton,  Bt  Hon.  Lord  Q.—Sccretaty  of 

State  for  India  [Middlesex,  Ealing] 

Army  Guns,  Howitzer  Guns,  Difference 
between  British  and  Indian  Howitzer, 
Mar.  IJ,  732. 

Civil  Service   Pensions— Case  of   Kanty 
Chandra  Mookenee 
V.  Sir  W.  Wedderbum  ;  A.  Lord  G. 
Hamilton,  Mar.  75,  921. 

Educational  Text- Books  and  the  Unaided 
Schools,  Mar,  S,  382. 

Expenditure— Report  of  Royal  Commis- 
sion, Mar.  20,  1310. 

Famine 

Land  Revenue,  Suspensions  of  — 
Enforcing  Payment  in  the  Alibagh 
District,  allied.  Mar.  S,  382. 

Relief  Works— Number  of  Persons 
Employed,  etc,  Mar.  15,  921. 

Indo-European  Telegraph  Company  - 
Russian  Convention,  Mar.  15,  921. 

Madras  Chief  l*residency  Appointment, 
Mar.  15,  733. 

Punjab— Law  of  Succession— Primos^eni- 
ture,3/«r.  19,  1183. 

Scottish  Presbyterians  and  the  Use  of 
Govemm«nt  Churches,  Mar.  5,  37.1 

Hamilton  Burgh  Bill 

c.  Brp.*  Mar.  irt,902. 

Hammond  (G.  H.)  Company  Bill 

Standing  Orders  Complied  with.  Mar.  IS, 
697. 

Hanbury,  Bt.   Hon.  B.  W.—Scrretari/  to 

the  Trcasuri/  [Preston] 

Circulation  Office— Date  of  Removal  to 
Mount  Pleasant,  Mar.  9,  488. 

('ivil  Service,  Promotion  Rales — Appoint- 
ments to  Staff  Po8t«,  etc.,  Mar.  19, 1185. 

County  Court  Fees,  Reduction  of.  Mar.  S, 
386. 

Estate  Duty,  Evasioas- Legislation,  Mar. 
9,  485,  486. 

Irish  Questions 

Armagh  Postal  and  Telegraph 
Employees  —  Maximum  .scale  of 
Pay,  etc  ,  Mar.  19,  \  192. 

Clare  County  Ma*!  Service  —  Late 
arrival  of  Morning  Mail  at  Kil- 
rush  and  Kilkee,  ^far.  6,  215. 

3  M  2  \cofU. 


Han— Ear] 
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Hanbury,  Et.  Hon.  E.  W.—cont, 

Irish  QueBtions — cont. 

Clones  Post  Office — Erecting  New 
Building,  Mar.  9,  490. 

Cork  Post  Office  —  Completion  of 
Arrangements  for  New  Building, 
etc.,  Mar.  12,  594. 

Cork  and  Limerick  Postmen,  Rate  of 
Pay,  Mar.  15,  932. 

Inland  Revenue  Office — Transferring 
from  Cork  to  more  Convenient 
Centre,  Mar.  12, 594. 

Monaghan  Post  Office — Insanitary 
Premises,  Mar.  S,  388. 

Railway  Amalfi^aniation  Bill 

Action  of  the    Board  of  Works, 
etc.,  Mar.  5,  45. 

Limerick  Commissioners,  Mar.  8, 

388. 

Hosslare  and  Fermoy  Railway,  Mar. 
8,  389 ;  Mar.  W,  1073 ;  Afar.  20, 
1321. 

Surveyors — Assistant  Surveyors  to 
the  Board  of  Works,  Afar.  15^ 
934. 

Telephone  Service  —  Establishing 
Trunk  Lines,  proposetl,  Mar.  5, 
46. 

Parcels  for   the  Troops  at  the  Front- 
Reduction  of  Postage,  Mar.  6,  201. 

Penny    Postage    and    the     Australasian 
Colonies,  Mar.  SO,  1310. 

Periodicals  and  Magazines— Reduction  of 
Postage  proposed.  Mar.  0,  207. 

Post  Office  Employees 

Manchester  Post  (Office  Employees' 
Clrievances,  Mar.  1-5,  024. 

Postal  Trades  Unions,  Official  Recog- 
nition, Mar.  6,  207. 

Postmen 

Pensions— Case    of    K.    Priddle, 
Mar.  13,  740. 

Promotions — Vacant  Postmaster- 
ships,  Mar.  9,  488. 

Sick  Leave  Regulations,  Mar.  19, 
1186. 

Scotch  Questions 

Edinburgh  Post  Office  Sorting  Branch 
— I^evision  Scheme,  Delay  in 
Authorising,  Mar.  9,   489. 

Stomoway  Mail  ]k>at.  Insufficient 
Accommodation,  etc.,  Mar.  SO, 
1318. 

Stamp  Duty — Brokers'  Contract  Produce 
Notes,  Mar.  9,  485. 

"Broker"  —  Explanation  of  Term, 
Mar.  9,  485. 

Telojjrams 

Members*  Telegrams,  Delay  in  De- 
livery on  Wednesday  Nights,  Mar. 
5,41. 

Russian,  Soa.ndinavian,  and  Northern 
Europe  Telegrams,  viA  Newcastle, 
Delay,  in  Transmission,  Mar,  5,  39. 
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Hanbury,  Et.  Hon.  E.  Vi^—cfmf. 

Telegrams — cont. 

Telegraphing  in  first  instance  and 
forwarding  written  Telegrams  by 
Post,  Mar.  20,  1315. 

Telemiphists 

Central  Telegraph  Office — Al»- 
sence  on  Sick  Leave,  Case  of 
W.  D.  Jones,  Mar.  5,  40. 

Promotion,  Stagnation  of,  alleged. 
Mar.  S,  387. 

Telephone  Service 

Cablegrams — Telephoning  Cable- 
grams Received  after  Business 
Hours,  Mar.  8,  386. 

Interniption  of  Communication 
l)etween  Dundee,  Montrose,  ami 
Aberdeen,  etc.,  Mar.  5,  40. 

Public  Telephone  Exchanges — 
Application  to  the  Post  Office 
for  Licences,  etc..  Mar.  13,  740. 

Harbours 

See  Piers  and  Harbours. 

Harbours  and  Conservancy  Authorities 

Merchant  Shipping  (Liability  of  Ship- 
owners) Bill,  See  that  Title. 

Harcourt,  Et.  Hon.  Sir  W.  O.   V.  [Mon- 
mouthshire] 

Beer  Duty— Budget  Proposals,  Mar.  19, 
225. 

Bud/i^et 

War  Expenditure,  etc.,  Mar.  7,  87. 

War  Loan,  etc..  Mar.  6',  223. 

Death  Duties,  Mar.  19,  1223. 

Finance  Bill,  2r.,  Mar,  19,  121(). 

"Stopthe  War"  and  Pro-Boer  Meetings, 
etc. — Disturbances  directed  against 
Opponents  of  the  War— High t  of  Free 
Speech,  etc..  Mar.  15,  954. 

Sunday  Closing  (Monmouthshire)  Bill,  2r., 
Mar.  14,  841,  879,  885. 

War  Loan  Bill,  2r.,  Mar.  13,  769. 

Workmen's  Compensation  Act  (1897), 
Extension  Bill,  2k.,  Mar.  21,  1410. 

Hardinge,  Viscount 

Militia,  Retired  Officers'  Pay  (Grievance, 
Mar.  8,  350. 

Harrington,  Mr.  T.  [Dublin,  Harbour] 

Merchant  Shipping  (Liability  of  Ship- 
owners) Bill,  2R.,  Mar.  21,  i:«3. 

Harris,  Lord 

Public  Libraries  Bill,  2r.,  Mar,  9,  474. 

Hartlepool  Gas  and  Water  Bill 

c.  Eep.*  Mar.  21,  1428. 

Harwood,  Mr.  G.  [Bolton] 

Stamp  Duty— Brokei-s'  Contract  Produce 
Note«»,  Mar.  9,  48.1. 
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Haslar  Hospital 

System  of  Nursinir,  et<?. 

Os.  Com.  Ucthcll,  Mr.  A.  Chamber- 
lain, Mat\  ^,  433. 

Havre  and  District 

Trule  Report  Presented,  Mar.  0,  466. 

Hayden,  Mr.  J.  P.  [Koscommon,  S.] 

Mullingar  District  Lunatic  Asylum,  In- 
quiry into  Death  of  Reilly  from  Ill- 
treatment — Exclusion  of  the  Press,  Mar. 
10,  1197. 

Hazell,  Mr.  W.  [Leicester] 

French  Medical  Aid  for  British  Wounded 
in  South  Africa  —  Gifts  for  British 
Wounded,  Mar.  U,  573. 

Housing  of  the  Working  Classes 

Act  of  1890 — Num&r  of  Persons  dis- 
placed and  provided  for,  etc. — 
Return,  Mar,  12,  587. 

Insanitary  Dwellings  in  Rural  Dis- 
tricts, Inaction  of  Local  Authorities, 
Mar.  6,  208. 

Inebriates  Act,  1898— Want  of  Accommo- 
dation for  Female  Inebriates,  Police 
Magistrates'  Complaints,  Mar.  6',  21 1. 

Mid  wives  Bill,  2r.,  Mar.  9,  542. 

Nigeria — Slave  liaiding,  Liquor  Traffic, 
etc.,  Restrictions  under  Imperial  Ad- 
ministration, Mar.  12y  586. 

Telegrams — Telephoning  in  First  Instance 
and  forwarding  Written  Telegrams  by 
Post,  Mar.  20,  1315. 

Workhouse  Dietary  Regulations— Delay 
in  Issuing,  Mar,  6',  209. 

Headly,  Mr. 

Appointment  as  Veterinary  Surgeon  on 
the  "  Kent "  mthout  Diploma 
Q.  Sir  J.  Stirling- Maxwell;    A.  Mr. 
J.  P.  Williams,  Mar.  8,  373. 

Healy,  Mr.  T.  M.  [Louth,  N.i 

Armagh  Postal  and  Telegraph  Employees, 
Maxinmm  Scale  of  Pay,  etc.,  Mar.  19, 
1192. 

Budget 

War  Exi)enditnre,  etc.,   Irish  Taxa- 
tion Grievance,  Mar.  /),H\,  154. 

War  Loan,  etc..  Mar.  f*,  245. 

Census  ((ireiit  Britain)  Bill,  Coin.,  Mar.  19, 
1283. 

Census  (Ireland)  Bill,  2r.,  Mar.  19,  1285. 

Dogs  landed  in  Great  Britain  from  Ire- 
land Regulations — Exemption  of  Cattle 
Dealers' Dogs,  proposed.  Mar.  ^,216. 

Electoral  Disabilities  (Military  Service) 
Bill,  2r.,  Mar.  8,  404,  409,  410. 

Financial  Relations  between  England  and 
Ireland,  Debate— Private  Bill  put 
down  on  the  Paper  in  front  of.  Mar. 
21,U'^\. 

37 


Healy,  Mr.  T.  l/L.-^cont. 

Horses  for  the  Army,  Purchase  of,  in 
Ireland,  Mar.  8,  Zll, 

Patriotic  Fund  Committee— I-iord  Justice 
Collins  as  Chairman,  Mar.  6,  221. 

South  African  War— Expenditure,  Termi- 
nation of  the  War,  ete..  Mar.  21,  1362. 

Trinity  College,  Dublin— Religious  Tests, 
Complaints  against  Professor  of  Irish 
Literature,  Mar.  19^  1193. 

Heaton,  Mr.  J.  H.  [Canterbury] 

Delagoa  Bay  Railway  Arbitration 
Delay  in  Award,  Mar.  9,  484, 

liemuneration  of  Arbitrators,  Mar.  13, 
735. 

Johannesburg,  Threatened  Destruction  of, 
by  the  Boers,  Mar.  20,  1304. 

Periodicals  and  Magazines,  Reduction  of 
Postage  Rates  for,  proposed — New  Zea- 
land Magazine  Post,  Mar,  6,  207. 

Heddorwick,  Mr.  T.  C.  H  [Wick  Burghs] 

Colonial  Solicitors  BiU,  2r.,  Mar.  21,  1427. 

Dairy  Produce — Presumptive  Standards  of 
Quality,  Mar.  5,  41. 

Government  Military  Proposals  —  Aug- 
mentation of  Home  Establishment,  etc.. 
Mar.  12,  689. 

Rifles — Method  of  Re-loading  Magazine 
Rifle,  Comparison  with  Boer  Rifle,  etc.. 
Mar.  JO,  i:^06. 

South  African  War 

Ambulance  Wagons  —  Inferiority  of 
British  Wagons,  Mar.  I  i,  574. 

('olonial  Contingents,  Number  of  Men 
from  each  Colony,  Cost,  etc.,  Mar. 
12,  672. 

Sunday  Closing  (Monmouthshire)  Bill,  2r., 
Mar.  14,  876. 

Volunteer  Shooting  Regulations,  Reduc- 
tion of  Qucdification  for  Marksmen, 
Mar.  12,  579. 

Hemel  Hempstead  Corporation  (Water) 
BiU 

Reiwrt  from  Com.  of  Selection,  Mar.  0 
166 ;  Mar.  S,  335. 

Witness  Ordered  to  Attend  Select  Com., 
Mar.  15,  893. 

Hemphill,  Et.  Hon.  C.  H.  [Tyrone,  N.] 

Dublin  Corporation  Bill  and  ClonLiirf 
Url»an  District  Cinincil  Bill--Joiiit 
Committee,  Mar.  19,  1171. 

Electoral  Disabilities  (Military  Service) 
Bill,  2r.,  Mar.  8,  407. 

Henderson,  Mr.  A.  [Statfordshire,  E.] 

Budget — War  Expenditure,  etc., Mar.  5,99. 

Hensall  National  School 

Religious  Emblems 

Q,  Mr.  S.  Smith;  A.  Sir  J.  Gorst. 
Mar.  12,  588. 


Her— Hon] 


INDEX. 

Mar.  5 — Mar,  21, 
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Hermes,"  H.M.S. 

Defective  Machinery 

Q.  Mr.    Allan ;   A.    Mr.    Macartney, 
Mar.  16,  1067. 


Hermon-Hodge,  Mr.  E.  T.  [Oxon,  Henley] 

Yeomanry— Pay  of  Regimental  Sergeant- 
Majoi-s,  etc.,  ^far.  10,  1110. 


Hogan,  Mr.  J.  V.—cotU. 

Australasian  Colonies — cant. 

Western  Australia  Goldtieltls — 
Inhabitants'  Grievances,  Mar.  8, 
383. 

Cable  Communication  from  Cape  to 
Australia  —  Eastern  Telegraph  Com- 
pany's Concessions,  Protests  against  by 
Canada  and  New  Zealand,  Mar.  J,  34. 

Theatre  Regulations — Blocked  Gangways, 
Mar.  m,  1312. 

Trusts     Fund    Investment     in    Colonial 
,  Securities,  Mar.  //7,  922. 

Holborn  By-Election 

TT-  i„        a-     A    rxv  1      1         f       \\^  New  Writ,  3/ar.  /5,  1200. 

Hickman,  Sir  A.  [Wolverhampton,  n.] 

Boilers  Registration  and  Inspection  Bill,    HoUand.    Mr.    W.    H.    [Yorkshire,    W.R., 
2R..  Mar.  7,  284, 285,  287,  312.  Rotherhaml 

South  African  War — Destruction  of 
Private  Property  by  the  Boers,  Holding 
President  Kruger  llesponsible.  Mar.  /J, 


Herzog  " 

Detention  of,  at  Durban  —  Prize    Court 
Authority   and    the   action  of   tlie 
Admiralty 
Q.    Mr.    Bowles;    A.    Mr.    Brodriek, 
Mar.  19,  1174. 


909. 

Higham  Ferrers  Water  Bill 

/.  Ecp.*  Mar.  16,  1029. 

Rep.  from  Com.  of  Selection,  Mar.  6*,  167 


ep.  irora 
mar.  S, 


334. 


Highbury 

Pro-Boer  Disturbances 

Q.  Mr.  Lough  ;  ^.  Sir  M.  W.  Ridley, 
Mar.  15,  927. 

''Highflyer,"  H.M.S. 

Trials 

Q.  Mr.  Penn;  A.  Mr.  Goschen,  Mar. 
12,  585. 

Highlands  of  Scotland 

Deer  Forests,  See  that  Title. 

Highways  and  Bridges  Act  [1891]  Amend- 
ment Bill 

c.2\\.*  Mar.  U,  892. 
Com.*  Mar.  Jl,  1427. 

Hoare,  Sir  S.  [Norwich] 

AVorkmen's  Compensation  Act  (1897)  E.\- 
tension  Bill,  2r.,  Mar.  21,  1417. 

Hohhouse,  Mr.  H.  [Somerset,  E.] 

Inebriate  Reformatories,  County  Councils 
Combining  for  the  Establishment  and 
Management  of,  Mar.  5,  37. 

Rifle  Ranges,  County  Councils'  Powers- 
Legislation,  Mar.  5,  32. 

Sale  of  Intoxicating  Liquors  to  Children 
(No.  2)  Bill,  2r.,  Mar.  9,  525,  526. 

Taunton  Corporation  Bill,  Instruction  to 
Com.,  Mar.  6,  179. 

Hogan,  Mr.  J.  T.  [Tipperary,  Mid] 

Australasian  Colonies 

Penny  Post,  Mar.  20,  1310. 
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Rotherhani] 

Brokers'   Produce  (Contract  Notes,   New 
Sump  Duty  on.  Mar.  8,  393. 

Finance  Bill,  2r.,  Mar.  19,  1253. 

Patriotic  Fund — Committee  of    Inquiry, 
Hours  of  Sittings,  Mar.  6,  221. 

Home  Office 

Secretary  of  State— '^u  M.  W.  Ridley. 
Under  Secretary — Right  Hon.  J.  Ceilings. 

Honduras 

British  Honduras  Railway — Draft  Agree- 
ment 
q.   Sir  C.  Dilke;  A.  Mr.  Chamber- 
lain,  Mar.  13,  734. 

Horses 

Irish  Horses,  Purchasing  for  the  Army — 
Q.  Captain  Donelan  ;  A.  Mr.  J.  P. 
Williams,  Mar.  5,  30  ;  Qs.  Mr. 
Lonsdale,  Captain  Donelan,  Mr.  T. 
M.  Healy ;  As.  Mr.  J.  P.  Williams, 
Mar.  5,  377. 

Purchase  of  Horses  in  Creat  liritain,  ire- 
land,     and     Foreign    ( 'ountries  — 
Number  purchased.  Complaints,  etc. 
Q.    Mr.    P.  O'Brien;   A.   Mr.  J.    P. 
Williams,  Mar.  9,  480. 

South  African  War,  See  that  Title. 

Hospitals 

Exemption  from  Local  Taxation 

Q.  Sir  C.  Gull ;  J.  Mr.  A.  J.   Balfour. 
Mar.  19,  1189. 

[For     Particular     Hospitals,    sec     their 
Names  ] 

Houldsworth,  Sir  W.  [Manchester,  N.W.] 

Boilers  Registration  and  Inspection  Bill> 
2r.,  Mar.  7,  293. 

Merchant   Shipping    (Liability   of   Ship- 
ownei-s)  Bill,  2r.,  Mar.  21,  1377, 1402. 

Stamp    Duties    and     Brokers'    Prodace 
Contract  Notes,  Mar.  ISy  1183. 

"  Broker  "  —  Explanation    of   Term, 
Mar.  9,  485. 
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Hours  of  Labour 

Textile   Factories  and  (toveriiinent  Con- 
tracts, Women  and  Children  Work- 
inj(  Overtime 
V.    Sir    C.    Dilke;    A.    Sir    M.   W. 
Kidley,  Mar,  S>,  486. 

House  of  Commons 

Committeets  See  that  Title. 

Intoxicating  Liquors,  Sale  of,  within  the 
Precincts  of  the  House 
Q.   Sir  W.  Lawson  ;  A.  Gen.  Golds- 
worthy,  Mar.  IS,  742. 
Members  serving  in  South  Africa 
Ketum 

Q.  Mr.  P.  O'Brien ;  A.  Mr.  J.  P. 
Williams,  Mar.  .5,  25. 

Ketum  Ordered  (Lord  Windsor), 
Mar,  i^,  501. 

New  Members  and  New  Writ**,  See  those 
Titles. 

Telegrams,  Delay  in  delivery  of  Members' 
Telegrams  on  Wednesday  nights 
Q,  Mr.  Malcolm  ;  A,  Mr.  Hanbury, 
Mar.  5,  4L 

House  of  Lords 

Members  Serving  in  South  Africa 

Return  Ordered  (Lord  Windsor),  Mar. 
IJ,  561. 

Sandhurst,  Lord,  Took  the  Oath,  Mar,  5, 
333. 

Housing  of  the  Working  Classes 

Act  of  1890 — Number  of  Persons  Displaced 
and  Provided  for,  etc.  —Ketum 
y.     Mr,     Hazell;   A.    Mr.     T.     W. 
Russell,  Mar.  U,  587. 

Insanitary  Dwellings  in  Rural  Districts — 
Local  Authorities'  Inaction 
Q.  Mr.  Hazell;  v4.Mr.  Chaplin, il/«/-. 
6,208. 

Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Bill 

Date  of  Second  Reading 

Q.    Mr.    Thornton ;   A,    Mr.    A.    J. 
Balfour,  Mar.  12,  697. 

Howell,  Mr.  W.  T.  [Denbigh  Boroughs] 

Armv  Contracts— Fraudulent  ('on tracts 
Bennett  and  Sons,  alias  Underwood, 
etc..  Mar.  15,  912. 

Return,  Mar.  S,  376. 

Underwood,   Mr.,  as  Justice  of  the 
Peace,  Mar.  10,  1065. 

Suuday  Closing  (Monmouthshire)  Bill, 
2r.,  Mar,  14,  830,  835,  836,  840,  841, 
844. 

Hoylake  and  West  Kirby  Improvement 

c.  2R.,  Mar.  IS,  563. 


SESSION  1900. 
Mar,  b—Mar,  21. 

Hubbard,  Mr.  E.  [Lambeth,  Brixton] 


Comjmny  Dividends — Assessment  of  In- 
come Tax  on  Dividends  accrued  before 
March  31,  1900,  but  not  paid  out  till  after 
that  date,  Mar.  12,  587. 

Huddersfield  Corporation  Tramways  Bill 

c.  Mep.*  Mar.  JO,  1300. 

Hudson,  Mr.  O.  B.  [Herts,  Hitchin] 

Rickmansworth  and  Uxbridge  Valley 
Water  Bill,  2r.,  Mar.  19,  1164. 


Humphreys-Owen,  Mr.  A.  C.  [Montgomery] 

)t  and  the  Colonies 
[ions  in  June,  1899, 


British  Troops  in  Egypt  and  the  Colonies 
— Number  of  Battali< 


Hosier,  Mr.  J.  H.  C.  [Lanark,  S.] 
Militia  —  Recmits'    Prelimin 


Train- 


ary 

ing.  Posting  Recmits  Straight  to  Bat- 
talion, Mar,  9,  484. 


Mar.  8,  Zll, 

Ciuje  Colony— Districts  under  Martial 
Law,  Mar.  IJ,  569. 

Public  Meetings,  Disturbances  at — Police 
Protection,  mar.  S,  391, 

Huntingdon  Corporation  Bill 

c.  2r.,  Mar.  13,  703. 

Hutton,  Mr.  J.  [Yorks,  Richmond] 

Prison  Officials — Retiring  Pensions,  Me- 
morial, Mar.  12,  591. 

Yorkshire  Regiment  Battalions  on  Active 
Service — Embodiment  of  Fourth  Bat- 
talion, Mar.  12,  582. 

Hydrographical  Surveys 

References  to  in  Debate  on  the  Estimates, 
Mar.  8,  449. 

Immigration 

See  Emigration  and  Immigration. 

Imperial  Expansion 

See  Expansion  of  the  Empire. 

Imperial  Guards 

Formation  of,  for  India  and  the  Colonies, 
proposed 
Q.  Mr.  Malcolm;  .4.  Mr.  J.   P.  Wil- 
liams, Mar.  8,  375. 

Imperial  Taxation 

Additional  Taxation 

Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer's  State- 
ment, Mar.  J,  68. 

[For  Details    of    Taxation,  ace  their 
Titles.  J 

Imperial  Volunteers 

See  Volunteers. 


Imperial  Yeomanry 

See  Yeomanry. 

Imposts 

Taxes  and   Imposts,  Return  Onlered  [Mr. 
Goddardl  Mar,  13,  724. 
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Improvement  of  Land  Acts 

AmountH    of    Expenditure    (.'liarged     on 
Estates,  etc. 
Q,   Mr.    Channing ;     A .    Mr.    Long, 
Mar.  Sy  390. 

Incest  Bill 

f.  IR.*  Mar.  :^0,  1325. 

Inclosure  Acts 

lk>anl     of    At(ricultnre    Annual     Kci»ort 
Tresented,  Sfar.  20,  1290,  1303. 

Income  Tax 

Additional  Taxation 

Chancellor  of  the  Excheciuer's  State- 
ment, Mar.  5,  69. 

Resolution,  Cam.,  Mar,  6',  255— Kei)ort, 
Mar.  7,  328. 

Company  Divi«lends  —  Assessment  of 
Income  Tax  on  Dividends  accnied 
before  March  31,  1900,  but  not  paid 
out  till  after  that  date 
Q.  Mr.  Hubbanl ;  A.  Sir  M.  Hicks 
Beach,  Mar.  12,  587 

Landed  Interest — Deduction  for  Kepairs, 
Tax  on  Ground  Values,  etc. 
Os.  Mr.    Billson,  Mar.   Id,  1247  ;   Sir 
M.  Hicks  Beach,  1260. 

Leakage — Fuies  on  Renewal  of  Leases 
Os.  Mr.  Billson,  3/ar.  VJ,   1249;   Sir 
M.  Hicks  Beach,  1261. 

Revenue  derived  from 

Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer's  State- 
ment, Mar.  5,  62. 
War  Tax 

0.  Mr.  Cohen,  Mar.  19,  1251. 

India 

Secretaiy  of  State — Rt.  Hon.   Lord  G. 
Hamilton. 

Army 

(Juns — Difference  between  British  and 
Indian  Howitzers 
Q,  Mr.  Amold-Forster ;  A.  Mr. 
J.  P.  Williams,  Mar.  />,  31  ;  Q. 
Mr.  Amold-Forster;  A.  Lord 
G.  Hamilton,  Mar.  IS,  732. 

\nii)erial  Guards,  Fonnation  of,  pro- 
posed 
Q.  Mr.  Malcolm;   A.   Mr.  J.  P. 
Williams,  Mar.  S,  375. 

Native  Regiments 

Estimates,  Regiments  on 

Q.  Mr.  Buchanan;    A.    Mr. 
J.    P.    Williams,    Mar.    S, 
383. 
New  Battalions  for  Mauritius 

Os.  Mr.  Wyndham,  J/(rtr. 
1?,  618  ;  Capt.  Jessel, 
Mar.  IS,  787;  Mr. 
Buehanan,  792 ;  Mr. 
Wyndham,  816, 

Forming  part  of  Permanent 
Garrison,  etc. 
Q.    Mr.    Buchanan ;  A, 
Mr.    J.   P.    Williams, 
Mar.  o,  36. 
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India — coiit. 

Army — ront. 

Native  Regbnents — coiit. 

Regiments  Serving  outBide  India 
— Capitation  Grant 
Q.  Mr.  Buchanan;  A.  Mr.  J. 
P.  Williams,  Mar.  U,  585, 

Scottish  I'resbyterians  and  the  use  of 
Government  Churches 
Q.  Sir  J.  Ferguson  ;  A.   Lord  G. 
Hamilton,  Mar.  J,  36. 

Army  of  Occupation — Infantry  Battalions, 
etc 
0.  Mr.  AVyndham,  Mar,  17,  G20. 

Civil  Service  Pensions — Case  of    Kanty 
Chandm  Mookerjee 
Q.  Sir  W.  Weduerburn  ;  A.  Lord  G. 
Hamilton,  Mar.  75,  921. 

Educational  Text  Books — Unaided  Schools 
Required  to  use  Text  Books  ap- 
proved by  the  Director  of  Public 
Instruction 
Q.  Sir  W.  Wedderbum;  A.  Loixi  G. 
Hamilton,  Mar.  8,  382. 

Expenditure— Report  of  Royal  Commis- 
sion 
Q    Mr.    H.    Roberts;    A.   Lord    G. 
HamUton,  Mar.  20,  1310. 

Famine 

Land    Revenue,  Sunpension   of — En- 
forcing payment  in  tiie  Alibagli 
District,  allegetl 
Q.  Sir  W.  Wedderburn  ;  A.  Lord 
G.  Hamilton,  Mar.  8,  382. 

Relief     Funds — Australian     Govern- 
ment Contribution 
Q.   Mr.   H.   Roberts  ;  ^.  Mr.  J. 
Chamberlain,  Mar,  8,  383. 

Relief  Works 

Expenditure  on,  etc. 

Os.     Ix)rd     Reay,     Earl    of 
Onslow,  Mar,  5,  14,  16. 

Irrigation  Works 

Os.      Lord     Reav,    Earl    of 
Onslow,  Mar.  5,  14,  16. 

Number  of  Persona  employed  on, 
etc. 
Q.  Sir  W.  Wedderburn ;  A . 
Lord  G,  Hamilton,  ifar. 
15,  921  ;  Os.  Lord  Reay, 
Earl  of  Onslow,  Mar.  5,  14, 
16. 

Madras — Chief  Presidency  Apiwintment 
Q.     Mr.    L     Morgan;    A.    Ix>rd    G. 
Hamilton,  Mar.  />,  733. 

Pilgrims— Arab  Attack  on  British  Indian 
Pilgrims,  Settlement  of  Claims 
Q.   Mr.  Stevenson ;  A.  Mr.  Brodrick, 
Mar.  16,  1067. 

Punjab — Law  of  Succession,  Primogeni- 
ture 
Q.  Mr.  Kimber ;  A,  Lonl  G.  Hamil- 
ton, Mar.  10,  1183. 

Indo-European  Telegrai>li  Compaay 

Russian  Convention 

Q.  Sir  E.  Sassoon  ;  A.  Lord  G.  Hamil- 
ton, Mar.  15,  920. 
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Inebriates  Act 

Address  for  Return  [Mr.  Wliarton],   Mar. 
^,367. 


County     Councils    Combiuinc    for     the 
Establishment    and     Management 


of  Inebiiate  Refonnatories 
Q.   Mr.    Hobhouse;    A.    Sir   M.  W. 
Ridley,  Mat-,  5,  37.  * 

Failure  of,  in  Ireland,  alleged 

Q.  Mr.  W.  Jolmston  ;  A,  Mr.  Atkin- 
son, Mar.  JO,  1323. 

Feuiale  Inebriates,  Want  of  Accommoda- 
tion   for — Police  Magistrates'  Com- 
plaints 
Qs.  Sir  C.  Cameron,  Mr.   Hazell ;   A. 
Sir  M.  W.  Ridley,  Mar.  6',  211. 

Petition  for  Alteration  of  Law,  Mav.  U^ 
567. 

Scotland  —  Certified  Inebriate  Reforma- 
tories, Regulations  Presented,  Mar.  .9, 
466,  479. 

Inoculation  against  Fever 

Troops  in  South  Africa 

References  to,  in  Debate  on  the  Esti- 
mates, Mar.  IGy  1086,  1089,  1093, 
1095. 

International  Labour  Congress 

Child  Labour  and    Underground   Work, 
Raising  the  A^e 
(^Kt.  Mr.  Gray,  Sir  C.   Dilke ;  Afi.  Sir 
M.  W.  Ridley,  Mar.  6',  212. 

International  Law 

Contraband  of  War,  See  that  Title. 


SESSION  1900.  line— Ire 

Mar.  5 — Mar.  21. 

Ireland— co»<. 

Arms  Regulations 

Brady,  T.,  Case  of 

0.    Mr.   T.   M.    Hoaly;   A,   Mr. 
Atkinson,  Mar.  19,  1192. 

Haire,  Major,  Case  of 

Q.  Mr.  Macaleese  ;  A.  Mr.  Atkin- 
son, Mar.  ,9,  492. 

Army 

Contracts — Comtm-rative  Outlay  on 
Stores  in  the  Three  Kingdoms,  Sec 
(iovernment  Contracts. 

Enuiskillen     BaiTacks,    Removal    of 
Headiiuartcrs  from  Enniskillen 
Q.  Mr.  Archdale;  A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham,  Mar.  19,  1179. 


International  Sanitary  Convention 

py  I 

1029. 


Copy  Presented,  Mar.  16,  904 ;  Mar.  16, 
10 


Invasion 

Defence  of  the  Empire,  Sec  that  Title. 

Ipswich  Corporation  Tramways  Bill 

/.  Rep.  from   Com.   of  Selection,  Mar.  6', 
167  ;  Mar.  S,  334. 

Committe<l,  Mar.  IJ,  697. 

Ireland 

Lord  Lieutenant — Earl  Cadogan. 

Lord  ChamrJlor — I^nl  Ashwunie. 

ChUf  Sccrctavt/—Rt.  Hon.  CJ.  W.  Bal- 
four. 

Attorneif  General — Rt.  Hon.  J.  Atkin- 
son. 

Solicitor  Genera  I  ^^Ir.  D.  P.  Barton. 

Vice-President  of  the  Agricultural  De- 
partment— Rt.  Hon.  H.  C.  Plunkett. 

Agricultural  and  Technical  Education — 
Monaghan  County 
Q.  Mr.  Macaleese ;  A.  Mr.  Plunkett, 
Mar.  U,  596. 

Armagh  Postal  and  Telegraph  Employees 
—Maximum  Scale  of  ray,  etc. 
V.  Mr.  T.  M.  Healy;  A.    Mr.  Han- 
bury,  ilfar.  19,  1192. 
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Ballivor  Dispensary  Doctor  s  Fees 

Q.  Mr.  P.  O'Brien  ;  A.  Mr.  Atkinson, 
Mar.  15,  933. 

Ballivor  National  School,  Assault  on  Pupil 
by  Master 
Q.  Mr.  P.  O'Brien  ;  A.  Mr.  Atkinson, 
Mar.  15,  932. 

Banking  Statistics-  Copy  Presented,  Mar^ 
/J,  904;  Mar.  Hi,  1030. 

Bankruptcy     Courts  —  Annual    Returns 
Presented,  Mar.  9,  478  ;  Mar.  lH,  547. 

Belfast,  See  that  Title. 

Bills  Relating  to.  See  their  Titles. 

Bird,  Mr.,  Murder  of,  at  Ban  try 

Exclusion    of    the    Press    from   the 
Justices'  Examination 
Q.     Captain    Donelan ;    .1.    Mr. 
Atkinson,  Mar.  15,  937. 

Unite4l    Iiish    League    Meeting    at 
Bantry — Speech   by    Mr.     W. 
O'Brien 
Q.   Mr.   W.   Johnston ;    A.    Mr. 
Atkinson,  Mar.  5,  46. 

Board  of  Works  and  the  Railway  Amal- 
gamation Bills 
9.  Mr.  P.  O'Brien;  .1.  Mr.  Hanbnr>-, 
Mar.  5,  44. 

Budget,  Effect  of,  on  Ireland 

O.  Mr.  Lough,  Mar.  19,  1204. 

Casey,    Jolm,    Death   of,     in    Mountjoy 
Prison — Verdict  of  Coroner's  Jury 
Qs.  Mr.  P.  O'Brien,  Dr.  Tanner,  Mr. 
W.  Redmond  ;    .1*.  Mr.  Atkinson, 
Mar.  6,218,219,220. 

Castlederg  and  Victoria  Tramway  Line 
Fatality 
Q.   Mr.    Macaleese;    -1.  Mr.  Ritchie, 
3far.  16,  1075. 

Census 

Bill,  Sec  Census  (Ireland)  Bill. 
Irish  Linguage  Census 

Q.    Sir   T.    Esmonde  :     A.    Mr. 
Atkinson,  Mar  9,  492. 

Regulations  for  carrying  out,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  Field  ;  A.  Mr.  Atkinson, 
Mar.  i?0,  1323. 
Clare  Mails,  Delay  in 

Q.  Major  Jameson  ;  A.  Mr   IFanbury, 
Mar.  6,  215. 

Clones  Post  Office — Erecti  ng  New  Building 
Q.  Mr.  Macaleese ;  A .  Mr.  Hanburv. 
Mar.  9,  489. 

[awL 
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Ireland— con<. 

Coallsland  Kiot 

Q.  Mr.   Doogan ;   A.   Mr.   Atkinson, 
Mar.  8y  398. 

Coercion  Act,  1887,  Itepeal,  proposetl 

Q.  Mr.  J.   O'Connor;  A.  Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfour,  Mar.  J  J,  596. 

Contempt  of  Court— Case  of  Myles  Sin- 
nott 
Qs.   Mr.   J.    O'Connor,   Mr.   J.    Red- 
mond ;  As.  Mr.  Atkinson,  Mar.  0, 
493. 

■  Cork,  See  that  Title. 

County  Sun^eyors,  See  Sub- heading  Sur- 
veyors. 

Disturbances,  See  Titles  Belfast,  Dublin, 
and  Portadown, 

Dogs,  Sec  that  Title. 

Drunkenness,  Number  of  Arrests— Hetum 
Ordered  (Mr.  W.  Johnston),  Mar.  15, 
904. 

Dublin,  See  that  Title. 

Dungannon     Workhouse  —  Number     of 
Roman  Catholic    and  Non- Roman 
Catholic  Inmates  and  Officials 
Q.  Mr.    Doogan ;    A.    Mr.  Atkinson, 
Mar.  9,  490. 

Education,  For  Collective  Heading,  see 
Education — Iiish  Questions. 

Fermoy  and  Rosslare  Railway,  Construc- 
tion of 
Q.  Mr.  P.  O'Brien  ;  ^.  Mr.  Hanbury, 
Mar.  6\  389;  (J.  Capiain  Donelan  ; 
A.  Mr.  Hanbury,  Mar.  16,  1073; 
Q.  Mr.  P.  O'Brien  ;  .1.  Mr.  Han- 
bury.  Mar.  JO,  1321. 

Financial  Relations,  See  that  Title. 

Fine    or    Imprisonment    Act— Date     of 
Coming  into  Operation 
Q.  Sir  C.  Cameron  ;  ^.  Mr.  Atkinson, 
Mar.  JOy  1318. 

Flag— Irish  FW  and  the    Irish    Court- 
Houses,    Refusing     Permbsion    to 
County  Council  to  hoist 
Q.  Mr.  P.  O'Brien ;  -4.  Mr.  Atkinson, 
Mar.  20,  1322. 

Government  Stores — Comparative  Outlay 
in  the  Three  Kingdoms,  See  Government 
Contracts. 

Horses  for  the  Army,  Purchasing  in 
Ireland 
Q.  Captain  Donelan;  A.  Mr.  J.  P. 
Williams,  Mar.  ,7,  30;  Qs.  Mr. 
Jionsdale,  CajJtain  Donelan,  Mr.  T. 
M.  Healy ;  .l.y.  Mr.  J.  P.  Williams, 
Mar.  cS',*377;  Q.  Mr.  P.  O'Brien; 
A.  Mr.  J.  P.  Williams,  Mar.  9,  480. 

Inebriates  Act,  Failure  of,  alleged 

Q.  Mr  W.  Johnston;  A.  Mr.  Atkin- 
son, Mar.  20,  1323. 

Inland  Revenue  Office,  Cork,  Transferring 
to  more  convenient  centre 
Q.  Mr.  D.  Sullivan  ;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury, 
Mar  i^,  594. 

Irish  Guards,  Fonuation  of,  See  Irish 
Guards. 
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Ireland— c(wt^ 

Kildysart  Union  Council — Removal  of  Mr. 
P.  K.  O'Halloran 
Q.  Major  Jameson  ;  A.  Mr.  Atkinson, 
Mar.  0,  215. 
Land    Agents   acting  as   Land   Commis- 
sioners— Ce^e  of  Mr.  Greene 
^>.  Major  Jameson  ;  A.  Mr.  Atkinson, 
Mar.  9y  491. 

Land    Commission,  For  Collective  Head- 
ing, see  Laud  Comnussion. 

Lighthouse  Men— Inequality  of  Pay,  etc.. 
Grievance 
Q.  Mr.  P.  O'Brien;  A.  Mr.  Ritchie, 
Mar.  9,  489. 

Limerick  Harbour  Commissioners  and  the 
Railway  Amalgamation  Bills 
Q.  Mr.  P.  O'Brien  ;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury, 
Mar.  a,  388. 

Limerick  Postmen — Rate  of  Pay 

Q.  Mr.  P.  O'Brien  ;  ^.  Mr.  Hanbury, 
Mar.  15,  931. 

Maamtrasna     Murderers  —  Number     of 
Prisoners  still  in  Custody 
Q.  Mr.  P.  O'Brien  ;  A.  Mr.  Atkinson, 
Mar.  15,  932. 
Market  Tolls — Alterations  under   Local 
(iovemment  Act 
Q.  Mr.  P.  O'Brien;   A.  Mr.  Atkin- 
son, Mar.  19,  1198. 

Marlborough    Street    Training    College 
—Dismissal  of  Pupils 
Q.  Mr.  W.  Abraham  ;  A.  Mr.  Atkin- 
son, Mar.  13,  743. 
Medical    and    Sanitary  Officers,  holding 
Positions  as  Alaermen  and  County 
Councillors 
Q.  Mr.  Macaleese ;  A.  Mr.  Atkinson, 
Mar.  15,  939. 
Mullingar  District  Lunatic  Asylum,  In- 
quiry into  Death  of   Reilly  from 
fll-treatment  —  Exclusion   of    the 
Press 
Q.  Mr.    Hayden  ;  A.   Mr.  Atkinson, 
Mar.  19  y  1197. 
Orange  Party  Disturbances,  See  Names  of 

Places. 
Paupers— Deportation  of  Irish  Paui>er8 
Q.  Mr.  Flavin  ;  J.  Mr.  T.  W.  Russell, 
Mar.  16,  1075. 

Poor  Rates — Small  Tenants,  Inability  to 
pay,  Levying  Rates  on  Landlords, 
proposed 
Q.  Major  Jameson ;  A.  Mr.  Atkinson, 
Mar.  6,  214. 

Portado^vn  Disturbances 

Charges  before  the  Magistrates,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  Mficaleese  ;  A,  Mr.  Atkin- 
son, Mar.  19,  1195. 

Damage   done    to    Roman    Catholic 
Property,  etc. 
Q.    Mr.     P.    O'Brien;    A.     Mr. 
Atkinson,  Mar.  6,  217. 

Poitofernr,  Alleged  Night  Police  Visit 
Q.  Mr.  Macaleese;  A.  Mr.  Atkinson, 
Mar.  19,  1194. 

Post  Office,  For  Collective  Heading,  see 
Post  Office — Irish  Questions. 

Prisons,     For    Collective    Heading,    see 
Prisons. 
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Ireland— c<Mi<. 

Queen's  College,   Cork — Medical   Chairs, 
Roman  Catholic  Professors  and  the 
Vacant  Professorship 
Q,  Mr.  J.,  Redmond ;  A.  Mr.  Atkin- 
son, Mar.  9,491. 

Queen's  Visit 

Belfast,  Suggested  Visit  to 

Q,  Mr.  W.  Jolinston  ;  A,  Mr.  A. 
J.  Balfour,  Mar.  Jo,  939. 

Redmond's,  Mr.  J.,  Statement,  Mar.  8, 
402. 

Rabies — Number  of  Casets,  etc. 

Q.  Dr.  Tanner  ;  A.  Mr.  Plunkett, 
Mar.  12,  595. 

See  also  Title  Dogs — Irish  Dogn,  etc. 

Rae  Estate,  Delay  in  Sale 

Q.  Sir  T.  Esmonde  ;  A.  Mr.  Atkinson, 
Mar.  .7,  47. 

Railways,   For   Collective    Heading,    see 
Railways. 

Registrar-Cieneral's  Office 

Appointment  of  Medical  Referee 

Q.    Mr.   A.   J.   Moore ;    A.    Mr. 
Atkinson,  Mar.  JO,  1321. 

Superannuation —  Treasury     Minute 
Presented,  Mar.  SO,  1291,  1302. 

Representative  Peers  for  Ireland,  See  that 
Title. 

Roman     Catholic     Disabilities  —  Judge 
O'Brien's  WUl 
Q.  Mr.  P.  O'Brien  ;  A.  Mr.  Atkinson, 
Mar.  19,  1 195. 

Roman    Catholic   University    E<lucation 
Abroad,  Papers  relating  to 
Qs.  Mr.  A.  Moore ;  As.  Mr.  Brodrick, 
Mar.  13,  735 ;  Mar.  JO,  131 1. 

Shamrock,  Soldiers  wearing  on  St.  Pat- 
rick's Day,  etc.,  See  Shamrock. 

Shillelagh  Union  Hospital  Nurse 

Q.  Mr.  J.  O'Connor;  A.  Mr.  Atkin- 
son, Mar.  JO,  1321. 

Skeritt  Estate,  Delay  in  Sale 

Q.  Mr.  W.  Redmond  ;  A.  Mr.  Atkin- 
son, Mar.  19,  1194. 

Sligo    County— New   Member  for  North 
Division  Sworn,  Mar.  JO,  1325. 

Street  Preaching  in  Cork — Disturbances 
arising  out  of 
Q.  Captoin  Donelan ;  A.  Mr.  Atkin- 
son, Mar.   15,  936 ;  Os.  Mr.  Lough, 
Mr.  Atkinson,  964. 

Surveyors 

Assistant  Surveyors  to  the  Board  of 
Public  Works 
Q.    Mr.   W.   Abraham ;    A.   Mr. 
Hanbury,  Mar.  15,  934. 

Increase  of  Salary 

Q.   Mr.    W.  Abraham ;    A.   Mr. 
Atkinson,  Mar.  15,  934. 

Second  Examination  of  Candidates 
Q.  Mr.   W.   Redmond ;    A.    Mr. 
Atkinson,  Mar.  8,  396. 

Tobacco  Cultivation— Removal  of  Restric- 
tions, propoeed 
Q.  Mr.  W.  Redmond ;   ^.  Mr.  Plun- 
kett, Mar.  8,  400. 
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Tliomi)sou,  Hugh,  Murder  of 

Qs.  Mr.  Johnnton,  Captain  Donelan  ; 
A.  Mr.  Atkinson,  3lar.  9,  494  ;  Qs. 
Mr.  Archdale,  Captain  Donelan ; 
As.  Mr.  Atkinson,  Mar.  13,  743. 

Trinity  College,  Dublin— Religious  Tests, 
C^omplaintd    against    Professor   of 
Irish  Literature 
Q.  Mr.  T.  M.  Healy ;  A.   Mr.  Atkin- 
son, Mar.  19,  1193. 

Ulster  Agricultural  and  Dairy  School  and 
Henry  Trust-  -Scheme  for  Adminis- 
tration and  Management 
Q.  Mr.  W.  Johnston  ;  A.  Mr.   Plun- 
kett, Mar.  15,  935. 

Volunteers — Formation  of  Irish  Regiments, 
Debate  on  the  Estimates,  Siar.  10, 
1134. 

Irish  Qnaxds 

Formation  of,  proposed 

Q.  Sir  J.  Ma -hue  ;  A.  Mr.  A.  J.  Bal- 
four, Mar.  8,  375 ;  Q.  Mr.  Amold- 
Forster ;  A.  Mr.  J.  P.  Williams, 
Mar.  IJ,  574. 

Italy 

International  Sanitary  Convention,  ('opy 
Presented,  Mar.  15,  904  ;  Mar.  10,  1029. 

• 

Railway  Del)entures,  Exchanging  for  Colo- 
nial Stock 
■•  Q.  Mr.  Bartley ;  A.  Mr.  J.  Chamber- 

lain, Mar.  8,  384. 

James  of  Hereford,  Lord— Chancellor  of  the 

Ducliy  of  Lancoaier 

Money  Lending  Bill,  Com.,  Mar.  J,  13. 

Youthful  Offenders  Bill,  2r.,  Mar.  ;,  4  ; 
Com.,  Mar.  IJ,  555. 

Jameson,  Major  J.  £.  [('lare,  W.j 

Army  —  Strengthening  and  Impi-oving 
Organisation  of  Regular  and  Auxiliary 
Forces,  Government  Proiiosals,  Mar.  IJ, 
652. 

Budget 

Spirit  Duties,  Mar.  5,  154. 

War  Loan,  etc.,  Mar.  5,  HI. 

Kildysart  Union  Council — Removal  of 
Mr.  P.  K.  O'Halloran,  Mar.  0,  215. 

Land  Commissioners  acting  as  I^md 
Agents— Case  of  Mr.  R.  (ireene.  Mar.  9, 
491. 

Mail  Service  in  County  Clare— Late  arri- 
val of  Morning  Mail  at  Kilrush  and 
Kilkee,  Mar,  6,  215. 

.  Poor  Rates,  Inability  of  Small  Tenants 
to  pay — Levying  Kates  on  Landlords, 
proposed.  Mar.  6,  214. 

Sunday  Closing  (Monmouthshire)  Bill,  2r., 
Mar.  14,  863,  864. 

War  Office  Administration,  Mar.  It,  iio^. 
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Jarrow  and  Hepburn  Electricity  Supply 

c.  2R.*  Mar.  J,  20. 

Jeffireys,  Mr.  A.  F.  [Hants,  N.] 

Aldershot  Government  Railway  Siding — 
Erection  of  Hoof,  proposetl,  Mar.  6\  378. 

Compensation  for  Damage  to  Crops  Bill, 
2r.,  Mar.  Jl,  1426. 

Electoral  Disabilities  (Militiiry  Service) 
Bill,  2R.,  Mar.  6',  405 ;  Com.,  Mar.  15, 
1019,  1020,  1021,  1022. 

Inoculation  against  Fever,  Troops  in 
South  Africa,  Mar.  10^  1093. 

Taunton  Corporation  Bill,  Instruction  to 
6'o7H.,  Mar.  0',  179. 

Transport  Service,  Delay  in  Departure  of 
the  *'  Dunera,"  Mar.  IG,  1065. 

Workmen's  Compensation  Act  (1897)  Ex- 
tension Bill,  2R.,  Mar.  .V,  1422. 

Jessel,  Capt.  H.  M.  [St.  Pancras,  S.] 

Army 

Slilitary     Proposals  of    tlie  Govern- 
ment, Reforms,  etc..  Mar.  ISy  784. 

Veterinary  Department  —Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Vacancy,  Mar.  19,  1179. 

South  African  War — Ambulances,  In- 
feriority of  British  Ambulances,  Mar. 
16,  1094. 

Volunteers  in  (Jovernment  Departments 
— Facilities  for  Volunteers  to  attend 
Camp,  etc.,  Mar.  ID,  1179. 

Yeomanry  —  Deputy  Adjutant  General, 
etc..  Mar.  10,  1113. 

Jingo  Policy 

Wyndham,  Mr.,  on,  Mar.tlJ,  620. 

Johannesburg 

Destruction  of,  threatened  by  the  Boers 
Q.    Mr.    H.    Heaton  ;     A.    Mr. 
Wyndham,  Mar.  ,'n,  1304. 

Holding  President  Kruger  responsible 
<?.  Sir  A.    Hickman;  A.   Mr.  J. 
Chamljerlain,  Mar.  /J,  909. 

Johnson-Ferguson,   Mr.   J.   E.  [Leicester, 
Loughborough] 

Finance  Bill— Delnintures  and  the  Stiimp 
Doty,  Mar.  ID,  1255. 

Johnston.  Mr.  W.  [Belfast,  s.j 

Bird,  Mr.,  Murder  of,  at  Ban tr>— United 
Irish  Leaixuc  Meeting  at  Bantry, 
Speech  by  Mr.  W.  O'Brien,  Mar.  5,  46. 

Inebiiates  Act  in  Ireland,  Failure  of, 
alleged,  Mar.  20,  1.323. 

Queen's  Visit  to  Ireland — Suggested  Visit 
to  Belfast,  Mar.  15,  939. 

Sale  of  Intoxicating  Liquors  to  Children 
(No.  2)  Bill,  2r.,  Ma;r.  9,  522,  523, 

Thompson,  H.,  Murder  of,  near  KnnLskil- 
len,  Mar,  9,  494. 
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Johnston,  Mr.  W.—cont. 

Ulster  Agricultural  and  Dairy  School  and 
Henry  Trust — Scheme  for  Administra- 
tion and  Management,  Mar.  15,  935. 

Johnstone,   Mr.  J.  H.  [Sussex,  Horslmm] 

Midwives  Bill,  2li,,  Mar.  9,  535.  537,  538, 
543.1 

Joicey,  Sir  J.  [Dui-ham,  Chcster-le-Street] 

Workmen's  Compensation  Act  (1897) 
Extensivn  Bill,  2k.,  Mar.  Jl,  1416. 

Jones,  Mr.  B.  [Swansea  Districtl 

Waima  Incident — Arbitration,  Mar.  16, 
1068. 

Jones,  Mr.  W.  [Carnarvon,  ArfonJ 

Census  (Great  Britain)  Bill,  Com.,  Mar.  13, 
1007. 

Juvenile  Offenders 

Youthful  Offenders  Bill,  5ee  that  Title. 

Kay-Shuttleworth,  Bt.  Hon.  Sir  U.  [Lan- 
cashire, Clitheroe] 

Navy 

•*  Britannia"— Training  on,  Raising  the 
Age  of  Candidates,  etc.,  Mar.  8, 444. 

Education    of    Children  —  Separate 


-  »epan 
.  8,  440. 


School  System,  etc..  Mar. 


Kearley,  Mr.  H.  E.  [DevonportJ 

Budget— War  Loan,  etc..  Mar.  5,  121,  141. 

Huntingdon  Corporation  Bill,  2R.,  Mar, 
13,  703. 

Navy 

Deptford  Victualling  Yard,  Labourers' 
Wages — Insuffident  Wage,  Mar,  8, 
428. 

Pensions  —  Augmentation  Pension 
Grievance,  Recruiting  bUls,  etc.. 
Mar,  8,  453. 

Rations — Revision  of  Scale  of  Rations 
proposed.  Mar.  8,  412. 

Kennaway,    Bt.     Hon.     Sir  J.    [Devon, 

Honiton] 

Sunday    Closing    (Monmouthslure)    Bill, 
2R.,  Mar.  14,  847. 

Volunteers 

Camp  itegulations,  etc. ,  Mar.  8,  380. 

Drill  Halls,  Building— Ciovernmeut 
Assistance,  Mar.  8,  §80. 

Loans  to  Detached  Companies — \cw 
Volunteer    Regulations,   Mar.    IS 
917. 

Kent 

Light  Railways— Oixler  Presented,  J/tir.  jfj, 
1290, 1303. 

Kenyon,  Mr.  J.  [Lancashire,  Bury] 

Workmen's  Compensation  Act  (1897)  Ex- 
tension Bill,  2R.,  Mar.  ^1,  1425. 


Vol.  80.] 


SESSION   1900. 
Mar.  h^-Mnr.  21. 


[Ken— I«an 


KenyonSlaney,  CoL  W.  [Shrop^lure,  New-  '  Kinnaird,  Lord 

P®    J  i  Prayers  for  the  Dead— IncIu8ion  in  the 


Workmen's     Compensation     Act    (1897) 
Extension  Bill,  2r.,  Mar.  2U  1415. 

Yeomanry — Active  Senice,  etc. »  Mar.  16 ^ 
1111. 

Kieiman,  Reservist 

Killed  in  the  South  African  War — Neglect 
to  notify  Kelatives 
Q.    Mr.   Duckworth  ;  -4.    Mr.    J.    P. 
Williams,  Mar.  15,  909. 

Kildsrsart  Union  Council 

O'Halloran,  Mr.  P.  K.,  Removal  of  ' 

Q.  Major  Jameson  ;  A.  Mr.  Atkinson,  ; 
Mar.  (>,  215. 


n  ar  Intercessor}'  Sen-ices,  Mar.  9,  468. 

Knott  End  Bailway  Bill 

r.  2R.,  Mar.  20,  1299. 

Knowles,  Mr.  L.  [Salford,  W.] 

V^olunteers 

Lancashire  Fusiliers — Date  of  Eni- 
harkation  for  South  Africa,  Mar.  7J, 
575. 

Kesen'e  Companies,  Number  of,  Mar. 
12,  580. 


Kimber,  Mr.  H.  [Wandsworth] 

Companies  Bill— Contract  Creditors  of  a 


Ksrnoch,  Messrs. 

Defective  Cartridges 

(H.   Mr.    McKpnna,  Mar    20,    1.^30 : 
Mr.  J.  P.  Williams,  1.^34. 

Company  in    Liquidation,  Preferential 

Bight  of  Payment,  etc.,  Mar.  //,  591.        Labouchere,  Mr.  H.  [Northampton] 

Budget— War  Loan,  etc.,  Mar.  .7, 116,  142. 

War  Loan  Jiill,  2r.— Protest  against  the 
War,  etc.,  Mar.  1,1,  759. 


Municipal  Trading  Committee  —  Defer- 
ment of  Bills  promotetl  hy  Munici[)al 
Authorities,  etc.,  Mar.  .7,  50. 

Past  Office  Employees— Central  Telegraph 
Office,  Absence  on  Sick  Leave- -Ctuse  of 
W.  D.  Jones,  Mar.  '>,  39. 

Punjab— Law  of  Succession,  Rule  of  Pri- 
mogeniture, Mar.  19,  1183. 

Transvaal  Property  and  War  Taxes,  Mar. 
5,23. 

Kimberley 

See  South  African  War. 

Kimberley,  Earl  of 

London  University  Statutes,  Delay  in 
Printing,  Mar.  Id,  1051. 


Pauncefote,  Lord,  Retention    of,  beyond  ' 
his  Period  of  Office,  Mar.  S,  344.  j 

Youthful   Offenders  Bill,   2u.,  Mar.  ,7,8; 
Cm7i.,  Mar.  U\  557,  559,  560. 


King's  Comity 

Dog  Muzzling  Order 

Q.  Mr.  Carew  ;  A.  Mr.  Plunkett,  Mar. 
12,  596. 

King's  Own  Yorkshire  Light  Infantry 

Donovan,  J.,  Death  of,  from  Vaccination 
Q.   Mr.   Bayley;  A.   Mr.   J.  P.  Wil- 
liams, Mar.  IS,  728. 

Kingston-npon-Thames  Corporation  Bill 

Report  from  Committee  of  Selection,  Mar. 
19,  1162. 

Kingston-npon-Thames  Oas  Bill 

Report  from  C/ommittee  of  Selection,  Mar. 
19,  1162. 

Kinloch,  Sir  J.  O.  S.  [Perthshire,  E.1 

Potatoes,  Purchase  of,  in  America,  for  the 
Troojis    in    South     Africa,    M(ir.     J  J, 
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Labour 

Underground  Work,  Children  Employed 
m.  Raising  the  Age 
Q.  Mr.  Gray ;  A.  Sir  M.  W.  Ridley, 
Mar.  a,  ^12;  Q.  Sir  C.  Dilke ;  A. 
Sir  M,  W.  Ridley,  Mar.  6,  213. 

Wages — 

Deptford  Victualling    Yard — Insuffi- 
cient Wage 

Debate  in  Com.  of  Supply,  Mar.  S, 
418. 

Engineering  l\)n tracts 

{K     Capt.     Norton;       A.     Mr. 
Macartney,  Mar.  S,  381.. 

Ladysmith 

See  South  African  War. 

Lambeth,  Borough  of 

New  Member  for  Brixton  Divb^ion  Sworn, 
Mar.  2,  1325. 

Lambeth  Water  Bill 

e.  2r.*  Mar.  13,  720. 

Lancashire  Inebriates  Acts  Board  Bill 

/.  Hep.*  Mar.  16,  1029. 

Lancashire  Volunteer  Fusiliers 

Date  of  Embarkation  for  South  Africa 

Q.  Mr.  L.  Knowles;    A.   Mr.  J.  P. 
Williams,  Mar.  /?,  575. 

Lancaster,  Duchy  of 

(rhaneellor  —  Hi.    Hon.    Ix)rd    James   of 
Hereford. 

Lancaster  Corporation  Bill 

c.  Instruction  to  Com.,  Mar.  6,  185. 
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Land 

BuildiDg  Land  near  Towtis,  Vacant  Land 
— Taxation  Question 
On,  Mr.  Billson,  Mar.  10, 1247  ;  SirM. 
Hicks  Beach,  1260. 

Improvement  of  Land  Acts — Expenditure 
Q.    Mr.    Channing ;    A,    Mr.    Long, 
Mar.  8,  390. 

Land  Charges  Bill 

c.  IR.*  Mar.  9,  495. 

Land  Commission,  Lreland 

Land     Commissioners     acting    as    Land 
Agents — Mr.  K.  (ireene 
Q.   Major  Jflmehon  ;    A.  Mr.  Atkin- 
son, Mftr.  U,  491. 

Leitrim  County  Sittings 

Q.  Captain  Donelan  ;    A.  Mr.  Atkin- 
son, Mar.  /.7,  933. 

I*roceedingR — Return  Presented,  Mar.  9, 
478  ;  Mar.  12,  547. 

Uae  Estate,  Delay  in  Sale 

Q.  Sir  T.   Esmoiide;   A,  Mr.  Atkin- 
son, Mar.  .->,  47. 

Skeritt  Estate,  Delay  in  Sale 

Q.  Mr.  W.  Kedmond  ;  A.  Mr.  Atkin- 
son, il/^r.  /r>,  1194. 

Land  Begistry  Office 

Land  for  Erection  of  Permanent  Oflice 
Q.  Mr.  Loder ;   A.    Sir  K.  Wel)ster, 
Mar.  2i\  131H. 

Landed  Interest 

Income  Tax,  Deduction  for  l{ei>airs-  Tax 
on  Ground  Value,  etc. 
Os.  Mr.    Billson,  Mar.   19,  1247  ;  Sir 
M.  Hicks  Beach,  1260. 

Languages 

Teaching  of    Modem   Languages  in   the 
Navy — Deficiency 
References     to     in   Debate    on    the 
Estimates,  Mar.  6\  437,  '142. 

Lansdowne,    Marquess   of  —  Secretary  of 

Stale  fm-  War 

Militia— Retired  Officers*  Pay  (irievance, 
Mar.  X,  351. 

Netley  Hospital,  Treatment  of  Invalided 
Soliiers  on  Leaviug,  Mar.  //,  54S,  554. 

South  African  War 
Militia 

Equipment — Useless    Equipment 

and  Old  Belts,  Mar.  16,  898 
Recruits  and  the  Musketry  Train- 
ing, Mar.  15,  897. 

Prisoners 

Boer  Prisoners — Place  of  Custody, 
Mar.  8,  350. 

Colonial  Prisoners,  Treatment  of, 
by  the  Boers,  Mar.  lo,  895. 

Telegrams,     Reduction    of    Rates— 

E:isteru  Telegraph  ( 'om!>an>  \s  Con- 
ceHsions,  JAr/'.  6',  173:  ^far.  15,  896; 
Mar.  *(t,  1298. 
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Lansdowne,  Marquis  of-^nt. 
South  African  War — cont. 

Warm  Clothing  sent  out  for  the 
Troops,  Mar.  8,  345. 

Yeomanry — Pay.  Grants,  Training,  etc.. 
Mar.  20,  1293,  1297. 

Latimer  Bead  and  Acton  Bailway  Bill 

c.  2r.*  Mar.  12,  562. 

Standing  Order  Complied  with,  Mar.  -7, 
20. 

Latin 

Proposed  Abolition  of  the  Latin  Paper  in 
the  Navy 
Iteferences     to    in     Debate    on    the 
Estimates,  Mar.  S,  443, 445,  446. 

Laurie,    General  J.    W.   [Pembroke   and 

Haverfordwest] 

Army  Medical  Service,  Mar.  16,  1094. 

Electoral  Disabilities  (Military  Ser>ice) 
Bill,  2r.,  .Vrtr.  ^,404,410. 

Militia — Reserve,  Drawing  on  the  Militia 
for  Field  Artillery  Force,  etc.,  Mar.  If  J, 
1104. 

Milk  and  Butter  Adulteration — Admin- 
istration of  the  Acts,  Fines  Imposed  by 
Metropolitan  Magistrates,  etc.,  Mar.  10, 
1069. 

South  African  War 

(;ifts  for  the  Troops— Mr.  H.  Gat- 
liff  and  the  Distribution  of  Gifts, 
etc..  Mar.  9,  480,  481. 

Worcestershire  and  Manchester  Regi- 
ments 
Sending    out    I  New    Battalions, 
Mar.  lo,  906. 

Strength  of  each  Battalion,  etc.. 
Mar.  >0,  1308. 

Lawrence,    Mr.    W.  F.    [Liverpool,    Aber- 
croraby] 

Budget — War  Loan,  Mar.  6,  107. 

Rules  of  Warfare — Boer  Malpractices, 
Treatment  of  Colonial  Prisoners,  etc., 
Mar.  12,  570. 

Lawrence,  Sir  E.  D.  [Cornwall,  Tmro] 

Census  ((ireat  Britain)  Bill,  2r„  Mar.  9, 
503  ;  Vom.,  Mar.  19,  1284. 

Lawson,  Mr.  J.  O.  [York,  N.B.,  Thirskl 

Sale  of  Intoxicating  Liquors  to  Children 
(No.  2)  Bill,  2r.,  Mar.  9,  532,  •»34. 

Workmen's  Compensation  Act  (1897)  Ex- 
tension BiU,  2r.,  Mar.  SI,  1408. 

Lawson,  Sir  W-  [Cumberland,  Cockermouth] 

Sale  of  Drink  >vithin  the  Precincts  of  the 
House,  Mar,  13,  742. 

South  African  War,  Mar.  IS,  772. 

**  Stop  the  War  "  and  Pro- Boer  Meetings, 
etc. — Disturbances  directed  asainst 
Opponents  of  the  War — Ri^t  of 
Free  Speech,  etc.,  Mar,  16,  1076. 

Exeter  Hall  Disturbance,  Mar,  5,  44. 
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Lead  Poisoning 

Cases  Notified  to  the  Home  Office,  etc. 
Q,    Sir    C.    Dilke;    A.    Sir    M.    W. 
Ridley,  Mar.  15, 925. 

Leases 

Fines  on  Renewal— Income  Tax  Leakage 
08.   Mr.  Billson,  Mar.   19,  1249 ;  Sir 
M.  Hicks  Beach,  1261. 

Lee  Conservancy  Bill 

Committee— Attendance  of  Secretarj'  of 
State  for  War,  Mar.  J»0,  1299. 

Lee-Enfield  Rifle 

Inquiries  into  Sij^htinj^ 

(J.  Mr.  Weir;  A.  Mr.  J.  P.  Williams, 
Mar.  13,  727. 

Lee>Metford  Bifle 

Comparison  with  Foreign  Rifles,  etc. 

Q.    Dr.    Tanner  ;    A.    Mr.     J.     P. 
Williams,  Mar.  .;,  26. 

Leith  Burgh  Provisional  Order  Bill 

/.  2r.  *3far.  15,  894. 

Leitrim 

I^and  Commission  Sittings 

Q.  Capt.  Donelan  ;   A.  Mr.  Atkinson, 
Mar,  15,  933. 

Leng,  Sir  J.  [Dundee] 

Budcet  and  the  Custom  House  Clearance, 
i\lar.  8,  392. 

Merchant  Shipping  (Liability  of  Ship- 
owners) Bill,  2r.,  Mar.  il,  1378. 

Roads — Disturnpike  Roads,  Grant  in  Aid, 
Mar,  15  {See  Errata,) 

Sunday  Closing  (Monmouthshire)  Bill, 
2r.,  Mar,  I4,  887. 

Telephone  Service — Interruption  of  Com- 
munication between  Dundee,  Montrose, 
and  Aberdeen,  etc..  Mar.  J,  40. 

•  War  Loan — Amount  subscribed,  Nation- 
ality of  subscribers  and  s^^steni  of  allot- 
ment, J/ar.  19,  1176. 

Leven  and  Melville,  Earl  of 

Warm  Clothing  for  the  Troofw  at  the 
Front,  Mar.  S,  344,  347. 

Liability  of  Shipowners 

Merchant  Shipping  (Liability  of  Ship- 
owners) Bill,  See  that  Title. 

Libraries 

Public  Libraries  Bill,  See  that  Title. 

Licensed  Premises  (Hours  of  Sale)  (Scot- 
land) BiU 

Petition,  3far.  ?t,  1361. 

Lichfield,  Earl  of 

Telegrams  to  Soldiers  at  the  Front, 
iiednction  of  Charges,  etc.,  Mar.  o',  1(>S, 
172;  Mar,  15,  896 ;  Mar.  ,''>,  1298. 
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Life  Assurance  Companies 

Accounts,  etc.,  Statement  Presented, 
Mar.  15,  895,  903. 

Light  Dues 

Humber,  Reduction  of  Dues — Order  in 
Council  Presented,  Mar,  16,  1030. 

Light  Railways 

Board  of  Trade  Annual  Report  Presented, 
Mar,  20,  1290,  1303. 

Fraserburgh  and  St.  Combs  Light  Rail- 
way      Application     for    Treasury 
\  4  i  rants,  etc. 

Q.    Mr.   Buchanan;   A.  Mr.  Ritchie, 
,  Mar.  Li,  737. 

Isle  of  Thanet  Light  Railways  (Extension) 
— Onler  Presented,  Mar.  ^0,  1290,  1303. 

Lighthouses 

Adminstration — Formation    of    Advisory 
Committee,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  Crilly  ;  A.  Mr.  Ritchie,  Mar. 
n,  590. 

Cape  Spartel  International  Lighthouse 
Convention,  Accession  of  RussianEmpire 
to — Copy  of  Proc^- Verbal  Presented, 
Mar.  5,  3,  22. 

Ireland  -Inequality  of  Pay  of  Lighthouse- 
men,  etc..  Grievance 
Q,  Mr.  P.   O'Brien  ;  ^.  Mr.  Ritchie, 
Mar,  9,  489. 

Scottish  Coast — Expenditure  on  Mainten- 
ance of  minor  Lighthouses,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  Weir ;  ^.  Mr.  A.  (t.  Murray, 
Mar.  /./,  738. 

Tiompan  Head,  Erection  of  Lighthouse 
Q.  Mr.  Weir ;  A,  Mr.  Ritchie,  Mar. 
20,  1312. 

Limerick 

HarlK>ur  Commissioners  and  the  Railway 
Amalgamation  Bills 
Q,  Mr.  P.  O'Brien  ;  A,  Mr.  Hanbury, 
Mar,  8,  388. 

Postmen— Rat«  of  Pay 

Q.  Mr.  P.  O  Brien  ;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury, 
Mar.  />,  931. 

Limited  Owners'  Residences  Act 

Amounts   of    Expenditure    Charged    on 
Estates 
Q.  Mr.  Channing ;  A,  Mr.  Long,  Mar, 
8,  390. 

Lincoln  Corporation  (Tramwasrs)  Bill 

/.  Rep.  from  Com.  of  Selection,  Mctr,  0, 
167  ;  Mar.  8,  334. 

Committed,  Mar,  13, 697. 

Liquor  Traffic 

House  of  Commons— Sale  of  Drink  within 
Precincts  of 
Q.  Sir  W.  Ijawson  ;  A,  General  Golds- 
worthy,  Mar,  13,  742. 
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Liqnor  Traffic— row^ 

Nigeria— Restrictions  on  Sale  of  Intoxi- 
cating Liquors 
Q.  Mr.   Hazell ;  A.  Mr.  J.  Chamber- 
lain, Mar.  IS,  586. 

Revenue,  Raising  out  of  Drink 

Os.  Mr.  Lough,  Mar.  19,  1202;  Mr. 
Mendl,  1210. 

Sale  of  Intoxicating  Liquors  on  Sunday 
Bill  and  Sale  of  Intoxicating  Liquors 
to  Children  Bill,  See  those  Titfes. 

Sunday  Closing  (Monmouthsliire)  Bill, 
See  that  Title. 


Liquor  Traffic  Local  Veto  Bill 

Petitions,  Mar.  1?,  567  ;  Mar.  Ij,  821. 

Liquor  Traffic  Local  Veto  (Scotland)  Bill 

Petitions,   Mar.    6\    199 ;    Mar.    hi,  12:2  ; 
Mar.  JO,  1301. 

Liverpool  Overhead  Bailway  Bill 

/.  Committed,  Mar.  J,  3. 

Llandrindod  WeUs  Water  Bill 

Petition — Standinj<  Orders,  Mar.  o,  198. 

Lloyd-Gtoorge,  Mr.  D.  [Carnarvon,  etc.] 

Army  Estimates — Postponement  of  Vote, 
etc..  Mar.  16,  1155. 

Census  (Great  Britain)  Bill,  Com.,  Mar.  15, 
1011,  1013. 

South  African  War 

Bloemfontein — Surrender  of  Boers  on  ' 
I^rd  Roberts  s  Terms,  Mar.  lo,  7z7. 


Pay  of  Colonial   Local  Forces,  etc., 
Mar.  10, 

•ess  CenH 

Saper,  Suppression  of  C!al>les,allej^ed,  > 
lar.  ir,,  906. 


1155;  Mar.  19,  1267. 
Press  Censorship — Cape  Town  News- 


ape  lown 
or  Cables,) 


Loan  Fund  Banks 


Loan  Fund  Bill — New  Clause,  sugge.ste<l 
Q.  Mr.  Macaleese;  A.  Mr.  Atkinson, 
Mar.  /./,  744. 


Local  Government  (Scotland)  Act  (1894) 
Amendment  Bill 

i  Petitions,  Mar.  13,  723  ;  Mar.  U,  1361. 

'  Local  Government  (Scotland)  Bill 

!         r.  2R.,  Mar.  II,,  891. 

I 

Local  Taxation 

Government  Property  (Exemption  from 
Kates) — Petitions  for  Alteration  of  Law, 
Mar.  0,  199;  Mar.  IS,  722;  Mar.  14, 
821  ;  Mar.  i'O,  1301. 

Hospitals,  Exemption  from  Rates 

Q.  Sir  C.  Gull  ;  A.  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour, 
Mar.  19,  1189. 

Ireland — Poor  Rates,  Small  Tenants'   In- 
ability to   pay— Levying  Katee  on 
Ltindiords,  proposeil 
Q  Major  Jameson  ;  A.  Mr.  Atkinson, 
Mar.6,2\4. 

Rating  of  VVoodland«— Petition  for  Altera- 
tion of  Law,  Mar.  19,  117*2. 

Loch,  Lord 

lk)er  Prisoners— Place  of  Custoilv,  Mar.  >', 
347. 

Lockwood,  Colonel  [Essex,  Eppinjir] 

Boilers  Registration  and  Inspection  Bill, 
2r..  Mar.  r,  311. 

Workmen's     Compensation     Act     (1897) 
Extension  Bill,  2R.,  Mar.  21,  1419,  1425. 

Loder,  Mr.  O.  W.  E.  [Brighton] 

Army  Hospital  Stores — Tenders  for  Wines, 
Mar.  20,  1305. 

Land  Registry  Office — Land  for  Erection 
of  Permanent  Office,  Mar.  :iO,  1316. 

London 

Cliaritalile  Endowments — Further  Return 
Presenteil,  Mar.  11,  904. 

Water  Sui)ply,  Sec  that  Title. 

London  Bridge  Bailway  Collision 

Incjuiry— System  of  Fog  Signals,  etc. 

Q.    Mr.    Malcolm ;    A.    Mr.    Ritchie, 
Mar.  V.i,  590. 


^^"^^^♦i^^^?!?*^^^  Officers'   Superannua- ;  London,  Brighton  and  Sonth  Coast 
tion  BiU  ^J^y  B^ 

Petitions,  Mar.  0, 199  ;  Mar.  7,  265  ;  Mar. 
9,  478  ;  Mar.  12,  567  ;  Mar.  Li,  723 ; 
Mar.  14,  821  ;  Mar.  16,  1061  ;  Mar.  19, 
1172;  Mar.  20,  1302;  Mar.  21,  1361. 


/.  liep.  from  Com.  of  Selection,  Mar.    I  J, 
698. 


Local  Goyemment  Board 

PrcMent — Rt.  Hon.  H.  Chaplin. 

Parliamentary    Secretary  —  Mr.    T.    W. 
Russell. 

Local  Gk)vemment  (Lreland)  Provisional 
Order  (No.  1)  BiU 

c.  IK.*  Mar,  10,  1060. 
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London  Comity  Tramways  (No.  1)  Bill 

c.  Ordered,  Mar,  12,  567. 

Non-compliance  with  Standing  Order- 
Examiners'  Certificate  rmrred  to 
Standing  Orders  Committee,  Mar.  .^>, 
1289. 

Report  referred  to  Select  Committee  on 
Standing  Orders,  Mar.  12,  662. 

Standing  Orders  not  Complied  with.  Mar, 
9,  645. 
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Xondon  Goyemment  Act 

Metropolitan  Boroughs 

Drafts  of  Orders  in  Council  Presented, 
Mar.  13,  699,  724 ;  Mar.  16,  1030, 
1062. 

Parliamentary  Divisions,  Alteration  of 
p.  Captain  Norton ;   A.   Mr.   A.   J. 
Balfour,  Mfxr.  8,  401. 

Petitions  for  Alteration  of  Law,  Mar.  19, 
1172;  Mar.  21,  1862. 

Iiondon  Hydraulic  Power  Company  Bill 

Petitions  referred  to  Select  Committee, 
Mar.  8,  334. 

Report  from  Committee  of  Selection,  Mar. 

Report  from  Select  Committee,  Mar.  19, 
1161. 

Iiondon  Sea  Water  Supply  Bill 

Report  from  Committee  of  Selection,  Mar. 
8, 1135  ;  Mar.  9,  465  ;  Mar.  15,  893. 

Iiondon  United  Tramways  Bill 

Standing  Orders  Complied  ^vith,  Mar.  19, 
1163. 

Iiondon  Uniyersity 

Act,  1898— Report  of  Commissioners  Pre- 
sented, Mar.  5,  3,  22. 

Statutes,  Delay  in  Printing 

Os.  Lord  Reav,  Duke  of  Devonshire, 
Earl  of  Kiraberley,  Marquess  of 
Salisbury,  Mar.  15,  1049. 

London  Volunteers 

See  Volunteers. 

London  and  India  Docks    Joint    Com- 
mittee Bill 

Petition— Standing  Order  to  be  Dispensed 
>vith.  Mar.  20,  1301. 

London  and  North  Western  Railway  Bill 

c.  2r.»  J/«r.  i?,  562. 

Standing  Order  Complied  with.  Mar.   6, 
174. 

London    and    North   Western   Railway 
(Wales)  Bill 

c.  2b.*  Mar.  12,  562. 

Standing  Order  Complied  with.  Mar.   6, 
174. 

London  and  South  Western  Railway  Bill 

Standing    Orders    not    Complied    with, 

Mar.  S,  352. 
Standing  Orders  to  be  Dispensed  with, 

Mar.  tS,  721. 

Long,      Colonel     C.    W.    [Worcestershire, 
Evesham] 
Militia— Regiments  Deficient  in  Officers, 
etc..  Mar.  16,  1100. 
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Long,  Bight  Hon.  W.  H.— President  of  the 
Board  o/  Agriculture  [Liverpool,  West 
Derby] 

Agricultural  Holdings  Bill,  Intro.,  Mar. 
12,  599,  600. 

Cereals,  Improvements  in  —  Gorton 
Brothers*  Experiments,  Mar.  15,  925. 

Dairy  Produce — Presumptive  Standards 
of  Quality,  Mar.  5,  41. 

Dogs 

Landing  from  Ireland  Regulations, 
Mar.  6,  216,  217;  Mar.  12,  594; 
Mar.  'JO,  1320. 

Muzzling  Order  in  Carmarthen — 
Withdrawal,  Mar.  S,  391. 

Sheep  Worrying— Legislation,  Mar. 
i5,  925. 

Dogs  Regulation  Bill,  Intro.,  Mar.  15, 
985. 

Foot  and  Mouth  Disease  Regulations 

Movements  of  Cattle  for  Stock  Pur- 
poses, Mar.  5,  42. 

Norfolk  and  Suffolk  —  Removal  of 
Restrictions,  proposed,  Mar.  13, 
736,  737. 

Huntingdon  Corporation  Bill,2H.,  Mar.  13, 
713,  714,  715,  716. 

Inipi-ovement  of  Land  Acts — Amoimts  of 
Expenditure  charged  on  Estates,  Mar.  8, 
390. 

Milk  and  Butter  Adulteration — Adminis- 
tration of  the  Acts,  Fines  imposed  by 
Metropolitan  Magistrates,  etc.,  Afar.  16, 
1069. 

Volunteers  in  Ordnance  Survey  Office — 
Pay  of  Volunteers  when  in  Camp,  etc.. 
Mar.  20,  1309. 

Lonsdale,  Mr.  J.  B.  [Armagh,  Mid] 

Irish  Horses,  Purchase  of,  for  the  Anny, 
Mar.  8,  377. 

Lord  Advocate 

Rt.  Hon.  A.  G.  Murray. 

Lord  Chancellor 

Earl  of  Halsbiiry. 

Lord  Ohancellor  of  Ireland 

Lord  Ashbourne. 

Lord  Ohief  Justice  of  England 

Lord  Russell  of  Killowen. 

Lord  Privy  Seal 

Viscount  Cross. 

Lough,  Mr.  T.  [Islington,  W.] 

Budget— Stamp  DuW  on  Contract  Pro- 
duce Notes,  etc..  Mar.  5,  703. 

Census  (Great  Britain)  Bill,  Com.f  Mar.  15, 
1014. 


3N 


[ami. 


Lou— Mac] 


INDEX. 
Mar,  5 — Ma/r.  21. 


[Vol.  80. 


Lough,  Mr.  T,—conL 

Chrifitchurch,  Bournemouth,  and  Winton 
Tramways  Bill— Instruction  to  Com., 
Mar.  20,  1299. 

Finance  Bill,  2R.,3/ar.  19,  1200. 

South  Eastern  Metropolitan  Tramways 
Bill — Instraction  to  fcom.,  Mar.  12,  56(5. 

South  Metropolitan  Gas  Bill— Instruction 
to  Com.,  Mar.  6\  189,  196. 

"  Stop-the-War  "  and  Pro-Boer  Meetings 
— Disturbances  directed  against  the 
Opponent«  of  the  War — Right  of 
Free  Speech,  Mar.  15,  964. 

Highbury      Pro- Boer      Disturbance, 
Mar.  15,  927. 

Street  Preaching  in  Cork— Disturbances 
arising  out  of,  etc..  Mar.  15,  964. 

War  Loan  Bill,  3R.,  Mar.  15,  992. 

Wellingborough  and  District  Tramroads 
Bill,  Instruction  to  Com.,  Mar.  6,  175. 

Lowles,  Mr.  J.  [Shoreditch,  Haggerston] 

Budget — War  Loan,  etc.,  Maj\  5,  105. 

Census  (Great  Britain)  Bill,  Com.,  Mar. 
15,  1001,  1015. 

Lowther,  Et.  Hon.  J.  [Kent,  Thanet] 

Army  Contracts — Fraudulent  Contractors 

Messrs.    Bennett,    Underwood,  Ross 
and  Co.,  etc.,  Mar.  20,  1326. 

Returns — Names  of  Contractors,  etc., 
Mar.  15,  913.  ! 

Army  Medical  Service  Stores,  Supply  of,  ' 
Mar.  16,  1090. 

Budget — War  Loan,  etc.,  Mar.  0,  239. 

Finance  BUI — Alteration  in  Financial 
System  to  meet  Requirements  of  the 
Country — Duty  on  Com,  etc.,  Mar.  19, 
121. 

Lowther,    Et.    Hon.   J.  W.—Chau^man    of 
Committees  [Cumberland,  Penrith] 

Budget  —  Amendment,  Precluding  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  from 
Replying,  Mar.  5,  1.36. 

Census  (Great  Britain)  Bill — Amendment 
out  of  Order,  Mar  15,  999. 

Electoi-al  Disabilities  (Military  Service) 
Bill — Amendment  out  of  Order,  Mar. 
15,  1024. 

Irrelevant  Observations  —  Consolidated 
Fund  BUI,  Mar.  21,  1363,  1364. 

Lancaster  Corporation  Bill,  Instruction  to 
Com.,  Mar.  6,  189. 

Private  Bill  Procedure — Joint  Committee 
of  the  two  Houses,  Dublin  Corporation 
Bill  and  Clontarf  Urban  District 
CouncU  BiU— Motion,  Mar.  19,  1165. 

Supply 

Extraneous  Subiects  raised  on  Votes 
— Roman  Catholic  Chaplains  and 
the  Navy,  Mar.  8,  435,  436. 
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Lowther,  Et.  Hon.  J.  W. —«>»<. 

Supply — cant. 

Procedure  in  Committee— Discnsamg 
on  First  Vote,  Matters  which  ought 
to  be  discuRS€)d  when  Speaker  is  in 
the  Chair,  Mar.  13,  782,  78a 

Lucas-Shadwell,  Mr.  W.  [Hastings] 

South  African  War  —  White  Flac 
Treachery,  Number  of  Officers  and 
Men  killed  and  wounded,  Mar.  16,  10^ 

Lunacy  Bill 

/.  Hep.*  Mar.  5,  14. 

3r.*  Mar.  S,  337. 

c.  IR,*  Mar.  9,  495. 

Lunacy  Board  (Scotland)  Salaries,  etc.. 
Bill 

r.  Coiji. ,  Mar.  9,  608. 

Lunatic  Asylums 

Mullingar,  Inauiry  into  Death  of  Reilly 
from    Ill-treatment— Exclusion    of 
the  Press 
Q.  Mr.  Hayden  ;    A.  Mr.  Atkinson, 
Mar.  19,  1197. 

Scotland 

Private  Patients,  Acconuiiodatioii  for 
Poorer  class 
Q.    Mr.    Weir;     A.  Mr.  A.   G. 
Murray,  Mar.  16,  1072, 

Royal     Lunatic     Asylnms.     Parish 
Councils     Representation     on 
Asylum  Boards 
Q.    Mr.    Weir;    A.   Mr.  A.  G. 
Murray,  Mar.  16,  1071. 

Visitors'     Travelling     Expenses,     etc— 
Return  Presented,  Mar.  9,  466,  479. 

Lyall,  Mr.,  Murder  of 

Q.   Mr.  H.  P.   Pease;  A.  Mr.  Brodrick, 
Mar.  20,  1311. 

Lyell,  Sir  L.  [Orkney  and  Shetland} 

Volunteers  for  Shetland,  Mar.  15,  917. 

Macaleese,  Mr.  D.  [Monaghan,  N.] 

Agricultural   and    Technical    EducaUoo 
— Monaghan  County,  Mar.  12,  596. 

Arms  Regulations — Case  of  Major  Haire, 
Mar.  9,  492. 

Belfast 

Borough  Funds — Transmitting  An- 
nual Abstract  of  Accounts  to  Town 
Clerk,  Mar.  8,  395. 

Constabulary  —  Augmentation  of 
Force,  Mar.  9,  490. 

Riots,  Damage  done  to  Roman  Catho- 
lic Property,  etc..  Mar.  6,  217; 
Mar.  12,  593. 

Castlederg- Victoria    Tramway   Fatality. 
Mar.  16,  1075.  ^ 

[cent. 
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Macaleese,  Mr.  J}.— emit. 

Clones  Post  Office— Erecting  New  Build- 
ing, Mar.  9, 489. 

Loan  Fund  Banks — New  Clause  to  be 
added  to  Loan  Fund  Bill,  Mar.  IS,  744. 

Medical  and  Sanitary  Officers  holdine  po- 
sitions as  Aldermen  and  County  Coun- 
cillors, etc..  Mar.  15,  939. 

Monaghan 

Lunatic  Asylum  Cha^l,  Use  of  for 
Roman  Catholics — Concessions  to 
Protestants,  Mar.  8,  397. 

Po«t  Office  —  Insanitary  Premises, 
Mar.  8,  387. 

Portadow^  Disturbances,  Charges  before 


narges 
,  1195. 


Magistrates,  etc..  Mar.  19 


Macartney,  Mr.  W.  'B,—Sea'etary  to  the  Ad- 
miralty  [Antrim,  S.] 

Channel  Squadron 

Notice  issued  to  Engine-room  Arti- 
ficers, Mar.  15,  919. 

Rations,  Complaints,  Mar.  15,  920. 

Engineering  Contracts — Rate  of  Wages, 
Mar.  8,  382. 

"Hermes"— Defective    Machinery,  Mar. 
16,  1067. 

Medical  Service— Cost  of  Examinations, 
etc..  Mar.  8,  437. 

Transport  Service 

Complaints  about   Meat   pickled  in 
1893,  Mar.  9,  614. 

"  Dunera."  Delay  in  Departure,  Mar. 
16,  1065. 

Macdona,  Mr.  J.  C.   [Southwark,  Rother- 
hithe] 

Hoylake   and  West  Kirby  Improvement 
Bill,  2R,,  Mar.  IS,  564. 

Maclver,  Mr.  D.  [Liverpool,  Kirkdale] 

Merchant  Shipping    (Liability    of   Ship- 
owners) Bill,  2r.,  Mar.  21,  1399. 

War  Loan  Bill,  2r.,  Mar.  13,  765. 


Mackenzie,  Major 

Fate  of,  in  the   Magersfontein    Battle — 
Mr.  Bisset's  Statement 
Q.  Mr.  Weir ;  A.  Mr.  Brodrick,  Mar. 
6,200. 

Maclean,  Mr.  J.  M.  [Cardiff] 

Sundav    Closing    (Monmouthshire)    Bill, 
2r.,  Mar.  U,  851,  854,  869. 

Maclnre,  Sir  J.  W.  [Lancashire,  Stretford] 

Irish    Guards — Formation    of,    proposed. 
Mar.  8,  375. 

McArthur,  Mr.  C.  [Liverpool,  Exchange] 

Brokers'  Produce  Contract  Notes,    New 
Stamp  Duty  on.  Mar.  8,  393. 
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McArthur,  Mr.  O.^cont. 

Merchant  Shipping  (Liability  of  Ship- 
owners) Bill,  2r.,  Mar.  21,  1366,  1388, 
1389,  1402. 

Militia  Artillery — Mobilisation  and  Pay, 
Mar.  8,  373. 

Telephoning  Cablegrams  received  after 
Business  Hours,  etc.,  Mar.  8,  386. 

McCrae,  Mr.  O.  [Edinburgh,  E.] 

Budget— War  Loan,  Mar.  5,  124. 

Volunteer  Mounted  Infantry — Capitation 
Grant,  Mar.  13,  728. 

McKenna,  Mr.  B.  [Monmouth,  N.] 

Army,  Fraudulent  Contracts — Defective 
Cartridgei>,  etc..  Mar.  W,  1329. 

Cereals,  Improvements  in— Gorton  Bro- 
thers* Experiments,  Mar.  15,  924. 

Coast  Defence  Guns — Guns  sent  to  South 
Africa,  Mar.  15,  912. 

Electoral  Disabilities  (Military  Service) 
Bill,  2r.,  Man  8,  409 ;  Com.,  Mar,  15 
1021,  1023. 

Factories  and  Workshops  (No.  3)  Bill — 
Omission  of  the  Word  "Not,"  Mar,  9, 
488. 

Secondarjr  School  Grants  —  Authority 
regulating  Conditions,  Mar.  8,  394. 

Sunday  Closing  (Monmouthshire)  Bill,2R., 
Mar.  14,  843,  844. 

Taunton  Corporation  Bill,  Instruction  to 
Com.,  Mar.  6,  179. 

Volunteer  Officers*  Outfit— South  African 
War,  Mar.  15,  916. 


Maddison,  Mr.  F.  [Sheffield,  Brightside] 

Boilers  Registration  and  Inspection  Bill, 
2R.,  Mar.  7,  285. 

Budget — War  Loan,  Mar.  5,  129. 

Government  Contracts— Frauds,  Fair 
Wage  Resolution,  etc..  Mar.  20,  1346. 

Railways  (Prevention  of  Accidents)  Bill- 
Date  of  Second  Reading,  Mar.  9,  494. 

"Stop  the  War"  and  Pro- Boer  Meetings, 
etc. — Disturbances  directed  against 
Opponents  of  the  War — Right  of  Free 
Speech,  etc..  Mar.  15,  960. 

Madras 

Chief  Presidency — Appointment 

Q.    Mr.    L.    Morgan ;    A.    Lord   G. 
Hamilton,  Mar.  IS,  73.^. 

Magazine  Bifles 
See  Rifles. 


Magazines 

Postage  Rates,  Reduction  prooosed 

Q.  Mr.  H.  Heaton  ;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury, 


Mar.  6,  '2ffJ. 


3  N  2 
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Magersfontein  Engagement 

See  South  African  War. 
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Mail  Service 

American  Mails — Return  Presented,  Mar. 
14,  823. 

Clare  Mails,  Delay  in 

Q.  Major  Jameson ;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury, 
Mar.  6,  215. 

Malcolm,  Mr.  I.  [Suffolk,  Stowmarket] 

Imperial  Guards,  Formation  of,  for  India 
and  the  Colonies,  proposed.  Mar.  8, 375. 

Members'  Telegrams — Delay  in  delivery 
on  Wednesday  Nights,  Mar.  J,  41. 

Railway    Fog     Signals — London    Bridge 
Railway  Collision  Inquiry,  Mar.  IJ,  5^. 

Sunday  Closing  (Monmouthshire)  Bill,  2r., 
Mar.  14,  865. 

Mallaig 

Railway  Extension — Date  of  Completion 
Q.  Mr.  Weir;  A,  Mr.  Ritchie,  Mar. 
16,  1071. 


Margate 

Light  Railway— Order  Presented,  Mtxr,  SO, 
1290,  1303. 

Marines 

Candidates  for  the  Navy  and  Marines, 
Uniformity  of  Ages  and  System  of 
Training 
0.  Sir  J.  Colomb,  Mar.  8,  441. 

Market  Tolls,  Ireland 

Changes  under  Local  Government  (Ireland) 
Act 
Q.  Mr.  P.  O'Brien";  A.  Mr.  Atkinson, 
Mar.  19,  1198. 

Markets  and  Fairs 

Weighing  of  Cattle — BosLrd  of  Agriculture 
Annual  Report  Presented,  Mar,  ^), 
1290,  1303. 

Marks    Mr.   H.    H.    [Tower  Hamlet*,    St. 

George's] 

Budget — War  Loan,  etc.,  Mar.  6,  248. 
South  Metropolitan  Gas  Bill,  Instruction 


to  Com 


itropoiitai 
.,  Alar.  6, 


191. 


Malta 

Garrison — Date  of  Acquiring,  Number  of  j  Martial  Law 

BHttalions,  etc.  Navy,  Vote  for.  Mar.  8,  435. 


0.  Mr.  Wyndhain,  Mar.  IJ,  621. 

Sanitary  Condition  of  Barracks,  etc. 

Q.  Mr.  Stevenson ;  A.  Mr.  J.  Cham- 
berlain, Mar.  15,  922. 

Victualling     Yard,    Manufacturing    Ac- 
counts Presented,  Mar.  19,  1173. 

Manchester 

Postal  Employees*  Grievances 

Q.  Mr.  Schwann  ;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury, 
Mar.  15,  924. 

Manchester  Begiment 

South  African  War—  Sending  out  Second 
Battalion 
Q.   (General    Laurie;    A.    Mr.    J.  P. 
Williams,  Mar.  15,  906. 

Strength  of  each  Battalion,  etc. 

Q.  General  Lanrie  ;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
Mar.  ^0,  1308. 

Manchester  Ship  Canal  Bill 

/.  Committed,  Mar.  5,  3. 

Rep.  from  Com.  of  Selection,    Mar.  19, 
1162. 

Manoeuvres 

Naval  Manoeuvres,  Paper  Presented,  Mar. 
16,  1029,  1062. 

Volunteer  Easter  Manoeuvres 

Q.  Mr.  Tomlinson  ;  A.  Mr.  Brodrick, 
Mar.  6,  204. 

Manufactured  Goods 
Tax  on  Imported  Goods 

O.  Mr.  Holland,  Mar.  19,  1254. 
52 


South  African  War,  See  that  Title. 


Martin,  Mr.  B.  B.    [Worcestershire,  Droit - 
wich] 

Stourbridge  Poor  Law  Union  Area,  Divi- 
sion 


)ridge  Poor  Law 
of.  Mar.  6',  210. 


Martin,  Private 

Nicholson's  Nek  Engagement,  etc. 

Q.    Mr.   P.   O'Brien;  A.   Mr.   J.   P. 
Williams,  Mar.  5,  24. 

Maryport  Harbour  Bill 

/.  Ordered  that  the  Bill  be  not  proceeded 
with,  Mar.  16,  1029. 

"Mashona" 

Seizure  of,  in  South  African   Waten*— 
Claims  of  British    and    American 
Owners  of  Cargo 
Q.   Mr.    Mendl;     A.    Mr.    Brodrick. 
Mar.  19,  1177. 

Mathry  Burial  Ground 

Action  of  Ecclesiastical  Commissioners 
Q.  Mr.  Philipps ;  A.  Mr.  S.  Wortlev. 
Mar.  19,  1188. 

Mauritius 

British  Central  African  Rifles 
Misconduct  of 

O.  Sir  B.  Gurdon,  Mar.  13,  814. 

Removal  of 

Q.  Sir  B.  Gurdon  ;  i4.  Mr.  Brod- 
rick, Mar.  5,  36  ;  Mctr.  6,  2  5. 
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Mauritius— con/. 

British  Indian  Native  Troops  for  Service 
in  Mauritius — New  Battalions 
Os.  Mr.  Wyniiliani,  Mar.  12,  618  ; 
Capt.  Jessel,  Mar,  13, 7S7  ;  Mr. 
Buchanan,  792;  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham,  816. 

Forming  Part  of  Permanent  Garrison, 
etc. 
Q.  Mr.  Buchanan  ;  A.  Mr.  J.  P. 
Williams,  Mar.  5,  36. 

Garrison,  Date  of  Acquiring  Strength  of 
Garrison,  etc. 
0.  Mr.  Wyndham,  Mar.  12,  621. 

Maxwell,  Bt.  Hon.  Sir  H.  £.  [Wigton] 

Militia — Bounty — Clothing — Abolition  of 
Title  "Militia,"  eta.  Mar.  16,  1096. 

Mecca 

British    Indian   Pilgrims,  Settlement  of 
Claims 
Q.  Mr.  Stevenson  ;  A.  Mr.  Brodrick, 
Mar.  16,  1067. 

Medals 

South  African  War,  See  that  Title,  Sub- 
headings Ladysmith  and  Kimberley. 

Yeomanry  —  Long   Service   Medals,   De- 
cision 
Q.  Captain  Norton  ;  A.  Mr.  J.  P. 
Williams,  Mar.  15,  916. 

References  to,  in  Debate  on  the  Esti- 
mates, Mar.  16,  1113,  1114. 

Medical  Councils 

Branch  Councils  for  England,  Scotland, 
and  Ireland,  etc. — Accoimts  Presented, 
Mar.  15,  903  ;  Mar.  16,  1030. 

Mellor,  Bt.  Hon.  J.  W.  [Yorkshire,  W.R., 
Sowerby] 

Private  Bill  Procedure — Joint  Committee 
of  the  two  Houses— Dublin  Corporation 
Bill  and  Clontarf  Urban  District  Council 
Bill,  Mar.  19,  1165. 

Members  of  Parliament 

South    African    War — Members    at    the 
Front,  Return 
Q.   Mr.   P.    O'Brien;   A.  Mr.  J. 
P.  WUliams,  Mar.  5,  25, 

Return  Ordered  (Lord  Windsor),  Mar. 
12,  561. 

Telegrams,  delay  in  delivery  on  Wednes- 
dav  Nights 
Q.  Mr.  Malcolm ;   A .  Mr.  Hanbury, 
Mar.  5,  41. 

Mendl,  Mr.  S.  P.  [Plymouth] 

Contraband  of  War  and  the  Right  of 
Search  —  Seizure  of  the  "Mashona,** 
Mar.  19,  1177. 

Finance  Bill,  2r..  Mar.  19,  1208. 

Naval  Pension  Grievance,  Recruiting  Bills, 
etc..  Mar.  8,  462. 

Navy — Rations,  Complaints,  Mar.  8,  418. 
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Menstone  Water  (Transfer)  Bill 

/.  Rep.   from.   Com.  of  Selection,  Mar.  6, 


167  ;  Mar.  8,  334. 
Rep.  from  Select  Com.,  Mar.  15,  894. 
3r.^  Mar.  19,  1162. 
c.  11^.*  Mar.  20,  1325. 

Merchant  Shipping 

Advance  Notes— Prohibition    in    United 
States 
Q.  Mr.  Runciroan;  A.  Mr.  Brodrick, 
Mar.  12,  592. 

"Aldworth,"  Conveyance  of  Animals — 
Order  relating  to,  Presented,  Mar.  20, 
1303. 

Canada  and  West  Indies,  Steamship  Ser- 
vice between — Agreement  Presented, 
Mar.  8,  336,  367. 

Kingston  -  upon  -  Hull — Lights  in  the 
Humber,  Reduction  of  Dues— Orders  in 
Council  Presented,  i^far.  16,  1030,  1062. 

Port  Talbot  Pilotage  Board  Byelawa— 
Order  in  Council  Presented,  Mar.  16, 
1030,  1062. 


Merchant    Shipping  (Liability  of  Ship- 
owners) Bill 

c.  2R.,  Mar.  21,  1366. 

Mersey  Docks  and  Harbour  Board  Bill 

/.  Rep.  from  Com.  of  Selection,  Mar.  6, 167. 
Com.,  Mar.  8,  333. 
2r.*  Mar.  15,  894. 

Standing  Orders  Complied  with,  Mar.  12, 
545. 

Messing  Allowances  in  the  Army 

Abolition  of,  proposed 

Q.  Sir  B.  Gurdon ;  A.  Mr.  J.  P.  WU- 
liams,  Mar.  9, 483. 

Metropolitan  Boroughs 

Drafts  of  Orders  in   Council  Presented, 
Mar.  IS,  699,  724 ;  Mar.  16,  1030,  1062. 

Parliamentary    Divisions — Alteration    of 


Boundaries  proposed 
.  Captain  Norton ;  . 
Balfour,  Mar.  8,  401. 


Q.  Captain  Norton;   A.   Mr.   A.  J. 


Metropolitan   Common    Scheme   (Peter- 
sham) Provisional  Order  Bill 

c.  IR.*  Mar.  13,  721. 

Metropolitan  Commons  Acts 

Board  of  Agriculture  Annual  Report  Pre- 
sented, Mar.  20,  1290,  1303. 

Metropolitan  Police   Provisional  Order 
Bill 

c.  Rep.*  Mar.  6,  197. 

3r.»  Mar.  7,  266. 
I.  IR.*  Jfar.  ^,336. 

Standing  Orders  Complied  with.  Mar.  19, 
1161. 


Met-Mil] 


INDEX. 

Mar,  5 — Mar.  21. 
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Metropolitan  Water  Companies  Bill 

Standing  Orders  Complied  with.  Mar.  13, 
702. 

Metropolitan  Water  Supply 

See  Water  Supply. 

Middlemore,  Mr.  J.  T.  [Birmingham] 

Sale  of  Intoxicatinjj  Liquors  to  Children 
(No.  2)  Bill,  2r.,  Mar.  9,  530. 


Middlewich 

Rilie  Range  at — Date  of  Opening 
Q.  Mr.  F.  W.  Wilson ;  A.  Mr. 
rick,  Mar.  6,  205. 


Brod- 


Midland  Great  Western  Railway  of  Ire- 
land Bill 

/.  Committed,  Mar.  5,  3. 

Midland  Railway  Bill 

c.  2r.*  Mar.  12,  562. 

Standing  Order  Complied  >vith,  Mar.  J,  20. 

Midwiv es  Bill 

c.  2r.,  Mar.  9,  535. 
/.  IR.*  Mar.  9,  477. 

Midwives  Bill 

Expenses— Committee,  Mar.  21^  1427. 

Milford  Docks  Bill 

/.  Committed,  Mar.  6,  165. 

Military  Drill  in  Schools 

0.  Mr.  L.  Sinclair,  Mar.  12,  655. 

Military  Expenditure 

See  Army — Expenditure. 

Military  Lands  Provisional  Order  Bill 

cRep.*  Mar.  6,  198. 

3R.*  Mar.  7,  265. 
/.  IR.,  Mar.  8,  335. 

Standing  Orders,  Mar.  16,  1161. 

Military  Law  in  South  Africa 

See  South  African  War. 

Militia 

Artillery 

Drawing  on  the  Militia  for  the  Field 
Artillery  Force 
0.  General  Laurie,  Mar.  16, 1104. 

Mobilisation  and  Pay 

Q.  Mr.  C.  M^Arthur ;  A.  Mr.  J. 
P.  Williams,  Mar.  8,  373. 

Bounty  Question 

References  to,  in  Debate  on  the  Esti- 
mates, Mar.  16,  1096,  1097,  1099, 
IKJO. 
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Militia — cont. 

Channel  Islands  Militia — Re-organisation, 
etc. 
Os.   Sir  C.    Dilke,    Mr.    Wyndham. 
Mar.  16,  1105,  1106. 

Clothing —  Half -worn  Clothing  Grievance 
08.  Sir  H.  Maxwell,  Mar.  16,  1096 ; 
Mr.  Wyndham,  1101. 

Commissions 

0.  Mr.  Wyndham,  Mar.  16, 1103. 

Discharge,   Purchase   of— Joining    Royal 
E^erve  Battalions 
Q.   Captain  Norton;   A.   Mr.   J.   P. 
Williams,  Mar.  8,  381. 

Embodiment  —  Expenses      of      Station 
Changes 
Q.  Mr.  Yerburgh ;  A.  Mr.  Wyndliam, 
Mar.  20,  1307. 

Musketry  Practice 

0.  Mr.  Bill,  Mar.  16,  1099. 

Officers 

Officers  whose  Battalions  have  gone 
to  the  Front,  Position  of,  etc. 
0.  Mr.  Wyndham,  Mar.  16,  1102. 

Retired  Officers  serving  in  the  Militia 
— Retired  Pay  Grievance 
Os.  Viscount  Hardinge,  Marqucsg 
of  Lansdowne,  Mar.  8,  350. 

Old  Soldiers — Tempting  Old  Soldiers  to 
join  the  Militia,  etc. 
08.  Sir  A.  Acland  Hood,  Mar.  13, 805 ; 
Mr.   Warner,    Mr.    Bill,    Mar.   io, 
1097,  1098;  Mr.  Wyndham,  1102. 

Recruits— Preliminary  Training,  Posting 
Recruits  straight  to  Battalions 
Q.  Mr.  Hozier  ;  A.  Mr.  J.  P.  Williams, 
Mar.  9,  484. 

Reserve 

Os.    Mr.    Bill,    Mar.  16,    1098;    Mr. 
Wyndham,  1103. 

Sergeant-Majors,    Status   of  —  Restoriog 
Warrant  Rank 
Q.   Mr.   Gretton;    A.   Mr.  J.  P.  Wil- 
liams, Mar.  12, 5Si ;  0.  Mr.  Warner, 
Mar.  16,  1097. 

South  African  War 

Equipment — Useless  Equipment  and 
Old  Belts 
Os.   Lord  Blythswood,  Marquess 
of  Lansdowne,  Mar.  15,  897. 

Officers  on  Active  Service — Vacancies 
in  Establishment,  etc. 
Q.    Mr.    Barnes;    A.  Mr.   J.  P. 
Wyiiams,  Mar.  12,  576. 

Recruits  and  the  Musketry  Training 
Os.  Duke  of  Bedfonl,   Marquess 
of  Lansdowne,  Mar.  15,  896. 

Strengthening  and  Improving  Organi- 
sation of  the  Auxiliary  Forces, 
Government  Proposals 

Wynd ham's,  Mr.,  Statement,  Mar.  U\ 
610. 
Debate  on  the  Estimates,  Mar.  16, 
1096. 

Title  "  Militia,"  Abolition  of,  proposed 
Os.  Sir  H.    Maxwell,  Mar.  16,  1096 : 
Mr.   Bill,    1699  ;    Mr.    Wyndham, 
1102. 

\coni. 
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SESSION   1900. 
Mar.  5 — Mar,  21. 

Mi^|t.|^ — cont. 

Training — Return  Presented,  Mar,  6\  167. 

Vote  for,  Mar.  16,  1096. 

Yorkshire     Regiment — Embodiment     of 
Fourth  Battalion 
Q,    Mr.   J.   Button  ;    ^.   Mr.   J.   P. 
Williams,  Mar.  12,  582. 

Militia  Ballot  Bill 

/.  lE.*ifar.  9,  476. 

Milk;  Adulteration 

Administration  of   the    Acts — Fines  im- 
posed by  Metropolitan  Magistrates, 


[MU— Mor 


Monkswell,  Lord 

Money  Lending  Bill,  Cam.,  Mar.  5,  13. 

Youthful  Offenders  Bill,  Com.,  Mar.  12, 
565. 

Monmouthshire 

Sunday  Closing  Bill,  See  that  Title. 


etc. 

Q.  General  Laurie;  A.  Mr.  Long, 
Mar.  16,  1069. 

Milward,  Colonel  V.  [Warwick,  Stratford- 
upon-Avon] 

Army 

Commissions — Sandhurst  and  Wool- 
wich Cadets,  etc.,  Mar.  16,  1148. 

Military  Proposals  of  the  Government 
— Increase  m  Military  Expenditure, 
etc..  Mar.  12,  691. 

Electoral  Disabilities  (Military  Service) 
Bill,  2r.,  Mar.  8,  404. 

"  Stop  the  War  "  and  Pro- Boer  Meetings- 
Disturbances  directed  against  Opponents 
of  the  War— Right  of  tree  Speech,  etc. 
Mar.  15,  953. 

Sugar  Cultivation  in  the  United  Kingdom 
— Removal  of  Restrictions,  proposed. 
Mar.  8,  394. 

Minerva/*  H.M.S. 

Trials 

Q.  Mr.  Penn ;  A.  Mr.  Groschen, 
Mar.  18,  585. 

Mines 

Coal  Mines  (Prohibition  of  Child  Labour 
Underground)  Bill,  See  that  Title. 

Craghead  Fatality  —  Attempted  Rescue, 
Public  Recognition  of  Bravery 
Q.  Mr.   J.   Wilson;    A.   Sir  M.  W. 


Public  Recognition 
.  Mr.    J.   Wilson ; 
Ridley,  Mar.  9,  487. 

Mines  (Eight  Hours)  Bill 

Petitions,  Mar.  5,  21  ;  Mar.  6,  199 ;  Mar, 
8,  366  ;  Mar.  9,  478  ;  Mar.  13,  723. 

Monaghan 

Agricultural  and  Technical  Education 
Q.  Mr.  Macaleese ;  A.  Mr.  Plunkett, 
Mar.  12,  596. 

Lunatic    Asylum    Chapel,    Use    of,    for 
Roman  Catholics  and  Protestants 
Qs.   Mr.   Archdale,   Mr.    Macaleese; 
As.  Mr.  Atkinson,  Mar.  8,  396. 

Post  Office— Insanitary  Premises 

Q.  Mr.  Macaleese ;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury, 
Mar.  8,  387. 

Money  Lending  Bill 

/.  Com.,  Mar.  5,  13. 

Rep.  from  Standing  Com.,  Mar.  13,  699. 
Rod.*  Mar.  16,  895. 
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Montagu,  Mr.  J.  Scott-  [Hants,  New  Forest] 
Boer  Prisoners,  Number  of,  in  or  near 
Cape  Town,  Mar.  6,  200. 

Budget— War  Loan,  etc..  Mar.  6,  241. 

Volunteer  Officers,  Supply  of.  Grant  for 
Outfit,  etc..  Mar.  16,  1121. 

Montreal 

Disturbances  between  English  and  French 
Canadians 
Q.   Mr.    W.   Redmond;    A.    Mr.    J. 
Chamberlain,  Mar,  6.  206. 

Montrose 

Telephone  Service— Interruption  of  Com- 
munication between  Dundee,  Mon- 
trose, and  Aberdeen,  etc. 
Q.   Sir  J.  Leng;    A.   Mr.   Hanbury, 
Mar.  5,  40. 

Moon,  Mr.  R  B.  P.  [St.  Pancras,  N.] 

Naval  Ships— Obsolete  Ships  to  be  taken 
off  the  List,  Mar,  5,  33. 

Moore,  Mr.  A.  T.  [Londonderry] 

Chaplains— Roman  Catholic  Chaplains  in 
the  Na>Ti  Mar.  8,  436. 

Dogs  brought  from  Ireland  to  Eneland  for 
Breeding  Purposes— Relaxing  Landing 
Restrictions,  proposed.  Mar,  12, 594. 

Dublin  Registrar-General's  Office— Ap- 
pointment of  Medical  Referee,  Mar,  20, 
1321. 

Electoral  Disabilities  (Military-  Service) 
BUI,  2r.,  Mar.  8,  408. 

Roman  Catholic  University  Education, 
Abroad,  Papers  relating  to,  Mar.  13, 
735;  Mar.  20,  1311. 

Morecambe  Urban  District  Council  (Gba) 
Bill 

c. Rep.*  Mar.  19,  1172. 

Morgan,  OoL  P.  C.  [Monmouthshire,  S.] 

Sunday  Closing  (Monmouthshire)  Bill,2R., 
Mar.  14,  843. 

Morgan,  Mr.  J.  Lloyd  [Carmarthen,  W.l 
Corporal  Punishment  in  Prisons— Number 

of  Sentences  Remitted,  etc..  Mar.  13, 

741. 
Madras    Chief  Presidency  Appointment, 

Mar.  13,  733. 
Muzzling  Order   in    Carmarthen— With 

drawal.  Mar.  5,  391. 

Morley,  Mr.  C  [Brecknock] 

Sunday  Closing  (Monmouthshire)  Bill,  2R,, 
Mar.  U,  875. 
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Morrell,  Mr.  G.  H.  [Oxon,  Woodstock] 

Volunteers  Training  of  Officers,  etc.,  Mar, 
16,  1119. 

Morton,  Mr.  A.  H.  A.  [Deptford] 

Deptfonl  Victualling  Yard,  Labourers* 
Wages — Insufficient  Wage,  Mar.  8,  418, 
426. 

Morton,  Mr.  E.  J.  C  [Devonport] 

Dockyard  Labourers'  Pay,  Mar.  S,  426. 

Motherwell  Water  Bill 

Rep.  from  Com.  of  Selection,  Mar.  6',  166 ; 
Mar.  8,  335. 

Mount  Pleasant 

Circulation  Office— Date  of  Removal 

Q.  Mr.  Steadman  ;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury, 
Mar.  9,  488. 

Mount-Edgcumbe,  Earl  of 

Youthful  Oflfenders  Bill,  Cain.,  Mar.  IS, 
560. 

Mountain  Ash  Water  Bill 

Rept  from  Com.  of  Selection,  Mar.  JS, 
698. 

Mounted  Infemtry 

'See  Army. 

Mounljoy  Prison 

Death  of  John  Casey — Verdict  of  Coroner's 
Jury 
Qs.  Mr.  P.  O'Brien,  Dr.  Tanner,  Mr. 
W.  Redmond ;  As.  Mr.  Atkinson, 
Mar.  6,  218,  219,  220. 

Muirkirk,  Mauchline,  and  Dalmellington 
Bailways  (Abandonment)  Bill 

/.  2r.»  Mar.  12,  546. 

Committed,  Mar.  19,  1161. 

Examiners'  Certificate  referred  to  Stand- 
ing Orders  Committee,  Mar.  6,  166. 

Standing  Orders  to  be  dispensed  with.  Mar. 
if,  645. 

Mules 

Purchase  of,  by  the  War  Office— Number 
purchased.  Complaints,  etc. 
Q.   Mr.   P.    O'Brien  ;    ^.   Mr.  J.   P. 
Williams,  Mar.  9,  480. 

Mullingar 

District  Lunatic   Asylum— Inquiry   into 
Death  of  Reilley  from  Ill-treatment, 
Exclusion  of  the  Press 
Q.  Mr.  Hayden ;   A.   Mr.  Atkinson, 
Mar.  19,  1197. 

Municipal  Trading 

Bills  Promoted  by  Muncipal  Authorities, 
Deferment  of,  etc. 
Q,     Mr.    Kimber ;     A .     Mr.    A.   J. 
Balfour,  Mar.  5,  50. 
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Municipal  Trading— ccm<. 

Date  of  Appointment  of  Committee,  etc. 
Os.  Sir  H.   Fowler,  Mr.  Cohen,  Mr. 
J.     Burns,    Mr.    J.    Samuel.    Mr. 
Banbury,  Mr  Galloway,  Mr.  A-  J. 
Balfour,  Mar.  iU  1428. 

London  Chamber  of  Commerce — Petition 
for  Inquiry,  Mar.  31,  1362. 

Murray,  CoL  W.  [Bath] 

Rifle  Practice— Regular  and  Auxiliarj- 
Infantry,  Mar.  .7,  32. 

Murray,  Bt.   Hon.    A.  Q.—Lord  Advocate 
[Buteshire] 

Bee-keeping  in  Congested  Districts — 
Number  of  Hives  distributed,  etc.. 
Mar.  JO,  1316. 

Bemera  Island — Small  Holdings  Scheme, 
Mar.  20,  1316. 

Census  (Great  Britain)  Bill,  2R,,  Mar.  9, 
502,  508  ;  Com.,  Mar.,  IS,  1018. 

Congested  Districts  Board,  Expenditure 
and  Administrative  Charges,  Mar,  IS, 
739. 

Cowdenbeath  Commissioners'  Election — 
Complaints  as  to  Irregularities,  Mar.  5, 
38. 

Deer  Forests — Valuation,  Information 
mth  reference  to  Acreage,  Mar.  6,  213. 

Fishery  Harbours 

Amount  surrendered  out  of  Grant  for 
1898.  Mor.  16,  1072. 

Loss  of  Fishing  Boats  during  Storm 
off  Avoch — Grant-in-aid  for  Har- 
bour, proposed.  Mar.  ^,213. 

Old  Slaines  Fishing  Population, 
Migration  of,  for  want  of  Harbour, 
alleged.  Mar.  19,  1191. 

Lighthouses  on  the  Scottish  Coast— Ex - 
'  iture  on 
13,  738. 

Local  Government  (Scotland)  Bill,  2r.> 
Mar.  14.  891. 

Lunacy  Board  (Scotland)  Salaries,  etc.> 
Bill,  Com.,  Mar.  9,  508,  510,  512. 

Lunatic  Asylums— Accommodation  for  the 
Poorer  classes.  Mar.  16,  1072. 

Parish  Trust  Accounts — Local  Govern- 
ment Boaid  requiring  Publicity,  Mar.  5, 
390. 

Pauper  Statistics,  Parishes  neglecting  to 
publish.  Mar.  8,  390. 

Port  Ness  Harbour  Works,  Mar.  iOy  1317. 

Poultry  -  breeding  —  Congested  District 
Board's  Expert-,  Distribution  of  Sitting}^ 
of  Eggs,  etc..  Mar.  6,  214. 

Private  Bill  legislation — Number  of 
Applications  under  Section  2,  Mar.  S, 
38. 

Roads— Dis-tumpiked  Roads,  Grant-in- 
aid,  Mar.  15 — {Errata). 

[«m/. 
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Murray,  Bt  Hon.  A.  Q:.—cont 

Royal  Lunatic  Asylnms  Boards,  Repre- 
sentations of  Parish  Councils  on,  Mar. 
16,  1071. 

Secondary  Education  Grant  —Districts  ex- 
cluded from  the  Grant,  etc..  Mar.  15, 
931. 

Small  Holdings  Scheme  for  Ross-shire, 
Mar.  13,  738. 

MoBeums 

National  Museums,  Precautions  against 
Fire 
Q.  Mr.  Emmott ;  A.  Mr.  A.  Douglas, 
yfar.  13,  742. 

See  also  Titles  of  Museums. 


of  Dogs 

See  Dogs. 

Naiming-ftL 

Opening  as  Treaty  Port 

Qs.  Mr.  J.  Walton  ;  As.  Mr.  Brodrick, 
Mar.  5,  35  ;  Mar.  8,  385. 

National  Debt 

Annuities— Account  Presented,  Mar.  SO, 
1291,  1302. 

Chancellor  of    the    Exchequer's    Budget 
Statement.  Mar.  5,  62 

National  Expenditure 

Budget  Statement,  Mar.  5,  53. 

Treasury  Control 

Bowles,  Mr.  G.,  on,  Mar,  SO,  1363. 

[See  also  Titles,  Army  and  Navy — Expen- 
diture.] 

National  Union  of  Teachers 

Representation  on  Eklucational  Consulta- 
tive Committee 
Q.  Sir  F.  S.  Powell ;  A.  Sir  J.  Gorst, 
Mar.  5,  43. 

Naval  Beserve  (Mobilisation)  Bill 

c.  \V..*  Mar.  rj,  986. 

Naval  Stations 

Dat«  of  Acquiring,  Number  of  Battalions 
Garrisoning,  etc. 
Wyndham,  Mr.,  on,  Mar.  IS,  619. 

Navy 

First  Lord — Rt.  Hon.  G.  J.  Goschen. 
Lord   of  the   Admiralty — Mr.    Austen 

Chamberlain. 
Secretary — Mr.  W.  E.  Macartney. 

Antarctic  Expedition 

References  to  in  D'^hate  on  the  Esti- 
mates, Mar.  8,  449. 

Army  and  Navy  Investment  Bill,  See  that 

Title. 
Astronomer  Royal — Application  for  loan 
of  Ship  to  observe  Eclipse  of   the 
Sun 
References  to  in  Debate  on  the  Esti- 
mates, Mar.  8,  448.  , 
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Australasian  Colonies,  Defence  Contribu- 
tion 
0.  Mr.  E.  Robertson,  Mar.  8,  417. 

Bermuda  Dock,  Progress  in  Works,  etc, 
Q.  Mr.  W.  Allan  ;  A .  Mr.  J.  Cham- 
berlain, Mar.  SO,  1318. 

Boilers— Water-tube  Boilers 

"Highflyer"  and  •* Minerva"  Trials, 
See  that  Sub-heading. 

"  Britannia "  —  Training  on.  Raising  the 
Age  of  Candidates,  etc. 

References  to  in  Debate  on  the  Esti- 
mates, Mar.  8,  444. 

Candidates  for  the  Navy  and  Marines — 
Uniformity  of  Ages  and  System  of 
Training 
0.  Sir  J.  Colomb,  Mar.  8,  441. 

Canteen  System 

0.  Mr.  Goschen  ;  Mar.  ^,413. 

Sailors'  Rations— Channel    Squadron 
Crew's  Complaints 
Q.    Capt.      Donelan ;      A.      Mr. 
Macartney,  Mar.  15,  919. 

Chaplains 

Naval  Instructors — Denominations  of 
Chaplains 

Reference   to  in   Debate  on  the 
Estimates,  Mar.  8,  438. 
Roman  Catholic  Chaplains 

References  to  in  Debate  on  the 
Estimates,  Mar.  8,  435. 

Contraband  of  War  and  Right  of  Search 
— Action  of  H.M.  Naval  Authorities 
with  regard  to  Foreign  Vessels 

Correspondence  Presented,  Mar.  IS, 
547.  568. 

See  also  Contraband  of  War. 

Contracts 

Engineering     Contracts  —  Rate     of 
Wages 
Q.    Capt.      Norton;      A.      Mr. 
Macartney,   Mar.   8,   381. 
Shipbuilding  Contracts 

Extending  Period  of  Construction 

— Conditions  of  Admiralty 

accepting  Tenders,  alleged 

Q.  Mr.  H.  S.  Foster;  A.  Mr. 

Goschen,  Mar.  IS,  731. 

Firms  without  Contracts 

Q.    Mr.    Firl)ank ;    A.    Mr. 
Goschen.  Mar.  5,  33. 

Discipline  —  Channel    Squadron,    Notice 
issued  to  Ensine-room  Artificers 
Q.  Mr.  Fen>vick  ;  A.  Mr.  Macartney, 
Mar.  15,  919. 

Education  of  Children — Separate  School 
System,  etc. 
References  to  in  Del)ate  on  the  Esti- 
mates, Mar.  8,  439. 

Educational  Services,  Vote  for,  Mar.  8, 
435. 

Estimates,  See  Navy  Estimates. 

Expenditure 

Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer's  Budget 

Statement,  Mar.  5,  63. 
Estimated  Expenditure  for  1900 

Q  Sir  C.  Dilke ;  ^.  Sb  M.  Hicks 
Beach,  Mar.  IS,  729. 
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Navy— co»/. 

Fleet  V,  Army — Defence  of  the  Empire, 
etc* 
Colomb,  Sir  J.,  on,  Mar.  12,  663. 

Food,  See  Sub-heading,  Rations. 

Greenwich  Hospital  and  Travera  Founda- 
tion—Accounts Presented,  Mar,  6^  199  ; 
Mar.  8,  336. 

Guns,   Reserve  of    Guns — Superiority  of 
French  Guns,  etc. 
Os.  Sir  C.  Dilke,  Mr.  Goschen,  Mar. 
8,  450,  451. 

Haslar  Hospital,  System  of  Nursinj?,  etc. 
Os.     Commander     Bethell,    Mr.    A. 
Chamberlaiii,  Mar.  8,  433. 

"  Hermes  " — Defective  Machinery 

Q.  Mr.  W.  Allan  ;  A.  Mr.  Macartney, 
Mar.  16,  1067. 

**  Highflyer  "  and  "  Minerva  "—Trials 
Q.  Mr.  Penn  ;  A.  Mr.  Goschen,  Mar. 
12,  585. 

Hours  of  Duty  of  Bluejackets,  etc. 
0.  Mr.  Gioschen,  mar.  8,  414. 

Hydrographical  Surveys — Antarctic  Ex- 
pedition, etc. 

References  to  in  Debate  on  the  Esti- 
mates, Mar.  8,  449. 

Interpreters — Deficiency  in  Number,  etc. 
Reference  to  in  Debate  on  the  Esti- 
mates, Mar.  8,  442. 

Kits  Regulations — Oilskins  should  be  in- 
cluded in  Ctimpulsory  Articles,  etc. 

0.  Mr.  G.  Bowles,  Mar.  8,  416. 

Labourers*  Wages  in  Dockyards,  etc. 
Back  Pay — Portsmouth  Dockyard 
Q.  Sir  J.  Baker ;  A.  Mr.  Groschen, 
Mar.  13,  731. 

Insufficient      Wage      in      Deptford 
Victualling  Yard 

Debate  on  the  Estimates,  Mar.  8, 
418. 

Languages — Deficiency  in  the  Teaching 
of  Modern  Languages,  Abolition  of 
Latin  proposed 

References  to  in  Debate  on  the 
Estimates,  Mar.  8,  437,  442,  443, 
445,446. 

Manceuvres  for  1899 — Report 

Q.  SirC.  Dilke ;  A.  Mr.  Goschen, 
Mar.  6,  205. 

Report  Presented,  Mar.  16, 1029,  1062. 

Martial  Law,  Vote  for.  Mar.  8, 435. 

Medical     Establishments    and    Services, 
Vote  for,  Mar.  8,  433. 

Medical  Officers-"  Study  Leave  " 

Os.  Dr.  Tanner,  Mr.  A.  Chamberlain, 
Mar.  ^,434. 

Pensions — Augmentation  Pension  Griev- 
ance, Recruiting  Bills,  etc. 

0.  Mr.  Kearley,  Mar.  8,  453. 

Rations 

Channel  Squadron  Complaints 

<^.    Captain    Donelan  ;    A.    Mr. 
Macartney,  Mar.  15,  919. 

58 


Navy— <^o»^. 

Rations — cont. 

MUk 

0.  Admiral  Field,  Mar.  8,  416. 

Revision  of  Scale  of  Rations,  etc.,  pro- 
posed 
Debate  on  the  Estimates,  Mar.  ^,411. 
Scientific  Services,  Vote  for.  Mar.  8,  448. 

Sea    Power,    Influence   of,    Ignoring   in 

building  up  Military  Policy— Sir  J. 

Colomb  on,  Mar.  12,  663 ;  Mar.  19, 

1270. 
Shamrock— Irish  Sailors  wearing  on  St. 

Patrick's  Day 
q.  Mr.  P.  O'Brien ;  A.  Mr.  Goschen. 

Mar.  9,  482. 
Ships- Obsolete  Ships  to  be  taken  oft  the 

List 
Q.  Mr.  Moon ;  ^.  Mr.  Goschen,  Mar. 

J,  33. 

South    African  War- Defence  of  Lady- 
smith,  Proposed  Public  Reception 
to  Naval  Jirigade 
Q.   Mr.  Yerburgh  ;  -4.  Mr.  A.  Cham- 
beriain.  Mar.  20,  1304. 
Teeth— Percentage  of  Recruits  rejected 
Q.    Mr.    Weir;     A.    Mr.     Goschen, 
Mar.  12,  585. 

Transport  Service,  See  that  Title. 

Uniforms  —  Tape   Measurements    Irrita- 
tions, Want  of  Uniformity  in  Ad- 
miralty Standards,  etc. 
0.  Mr.  G.  Bowles,  Mar.  8,  416. 

Victualling  Yards,    Manufacturing    Ac- 
counts Presented,  Mar.  19,  1173. 

Victualling  and  Clothing,  Vote  for,  Mar. 

8,  411. 
Wei-hai-wei,  Naval  Expenditure  on,  etc.. 

See  China. 

Navy  Estimates 

Armaments— £3,004,700,     Com,,  Mar.   8, 
450 ;  Rep.*  Mar.  9,  516. 

Australasian    Waters— Floating  Trade— 


£60,300,  Com.,  Mar.  8,  462 


[^ing  T 


Mar. 


9,  513 ;  Mar.  12,  696. 

Educational  Services— £92,300,  Com.,  Mar. 

8,  935  ;  Rep.*  Mar.  9,  516. 

Explanatory  Statement  Presented,  Mar. 
6,  167. 

Half  Pay,  Reserved  and  Retired  Pay— 
£786,700,  Com.,  Mar.  8,  453 ;  Bep.,  Mar. 

9,  616. 

Martial  Law,  etc.— £13,300,  Com.*  Mar.  S, 
435  ;  Bep.*  Mar.  9,  515. 

Medical  Establishments  and  Services— 
£208,800,  Com.,  Mar.  8,  433  ;  Bep.*  Mar. 
9,  515. 

Miscellaneous  Effective  Services  — 
£271,200,  Com.,  Mar.  ^,452;  Bep.*  Mar. 
9,  516. 

Pensions,  Gratuities,  etc. — £1,123,600, 
Com.,  Mar.  8,  453;  Bep.*  Mar.  9,  617. 

[coni. 
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Navy  Estimates— con/. 

Pensions — Civil  Pensions — £343,500,  Cam.^ 
Mar.  8,  462  ;  Rep,*  Mar.  9,  517. 

Reeerves— £271,100,  Cam.,  Mar.  8,  449; 
Rep.""  Mar.  9,  616. 

Scientific  Services— £66,900,  Cam.,  Mar.  8, 
448;  Rep.*  Mar.  9,516. 

Victualling.  Clothing,  etc.— £1,715,300, 
Com.,  Mar^  ^,  411 ;  Rep.,  Mar.  9,  514. 

Wages,  etc.,  of  Oflicers,  Seamen,  Boys, 
etc.— £5,527,000,  Rep.*  Mar.  6,  261. 

Works,  B.iildings,  etc.— £845,800,  Rep.* 
Mar.  6,  261. 

Netherlands 

Finances — Report  Presented,  Mar.  5,  3. 

Netley  Hospital 

Treatment  of  Convalescent  Soldiers  on 
leaving  the  Hospital — Supply  of 
Clothing,  etc. 

Os.  Marquess  of  Lansdowne,  Earl  Car- 
rington.  Earl  Northbrook,  Mar.  12, 
548. 

New  Members  Sworn 

Mowbray,  Sir  K.  G.  C,  for  Borough  of 
Lambeth  (Brixton  Division),  Mar.  SO, 
1325. 

O'Dowd,  Mr.  J.,  for  County  of  Sligo 
(North  Division),  Mar.  20,  1325. 

New  Russia  Company  Bill 

/.  2R.*  Mar.  6,  166. 

Committed,  Mar.  IS,  697. 

New  Writs 

Finsbury,  Borough  of  (Holbom  Division), 
Mar.  19,  1200. 

Lambeth  Borough  (Brixton  Division), 
Mar.  15,  904. 

New  Zealand 

Australia  to  Cape  Cable  Scheme — Protest 
against  Concession  to  the  Eastern 
Teh 


t 


Newport  Corporation  Bill 

Report  from  Committee  of  Selection,  Mar. 
6,  167  ;  Mar.  8,  334. 

Newport  (Monmouthshire)  GkiA  Bill 

/.  Rep.  from  Com.  of  Selection,  Mar,  (J, 
167  ;  Mar.  8,  334. 

Rep.  from  Select  Com.   and  Bill    Com- 
mitted, Mar.  15,  894. 

Rep.*  Mar.  20, 1289. 

Newry,  Keady  and  Tynan  Light  Railway 
Bill 

c.  2R.*  Mar.  12,  562. 

Standing  Order  Complied  with,  Mar.  5, 
20. 

Newton,  Lord 

Pauncefote,  Lord,  Retention  of,  beyond 
his  Period  of  Office,  Mar.  8,  342. 

Yeomanry,    Allowances,    etc.,    Mar.    20, 
1296. 

Newtown    and     Llanllwchaiam    Urban 
District  OasBill 

Rep.   from  Com.  of    Selection,    Mar.  19, 
1162. 

Nicholson's  Nek  Engagement 

List  of  Prisoners,  Case  of  Private  Francis 
Martin,  etc. 
Q.    Mr.   P.  O'Brien;    A.    Mr.   J.   P. 
Williams,  Mar.  5, 24. 

Nigeria 

Attack    of    Native     Tribes   on    British 
Officials 
Q.  Mr.  H.  Roberts ;  A.  Mr.  J.  Cham- 
berlain, Alar.  15,  923. 

Sale  of  Intoxicating  Li(^uor8,  Slave  Raid- 
ing, etc.,  RestrictK 
.  Mr.  Hazell ;  A.  ^ 
lain,  Mar.  12,  586. 


_ __ _,™ ^ _ —  —  — p      -, 

ing,  etc..  Restrictions  on 
Q.  Mr.  Hazell ;  A.  Mr.  J.  Chamber- 


Norfolk 


Foot  and  Mouth  Disease  R^ulations 

Qs.  Mr.  Soames,  Mr.  H.  S.  Foster ;  As. 


elegraph  Company,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  Hogan ;  A.  Mr.  J.   Chamber- 
lain, Mar.  5,  34. 

Magazine  Postal  Rates 

Q.  Mr.  H.  Heaton ;  A .  Mr.  Hanbury, 
Mar.  6,  207. 

Old  Age  Pensions  Scheme 

0.  Sir  F.  Flannery.  Mar.  7,  316. 

South  African  War  Contingents,  See  South    North  British  Railway  Bill 


Mr.  Long,  Mar.  IS,  735. 

Norfolk  Dnkeof 

Soldiers*    Telegrams   at  the    Front — Re- 
duction of  Charges,  etc.,  Mar.  6,  171. 


African  War. 


Newcastle-upon-Tyne     Electric     Supply 
Bill 

c.  2r.*  Mar.  6,  175. 


Newfoundland 

French  Treaty  Shore  Question 

Q.  Dr.  Tanner;  A.  Mr.  J.   Chamber- 
lain, Mar.  15,  923. 
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/.  Committed,  Mar.  5, 3. 

Board  of  Trade  Rep.  Presented,  Mar.  20, 
1300. 

North  Eastern  Bailway  Bill 

Reports  from  Com.  of  Selection,  Mar.  0* 
167  ;  Mar.  8,  335 ;  Mar.  9,  466  ;  Mar. 
15,  893. 

Select  Com. — Order,  Appointing  Certain 
Lords,  Discharged,  Mar.  8,  334. 
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North  Eastern  Bailway  (Steam  Vessels)  (  O'Brien.  Mr.  P.  [KUkenny] 

Bill  A 

Reports  from  Com.  of  Selection,  Mar.  6y  ' 
167  ;  Mar,  8,  335 ;   Mar.  9,  465 ;  Mar. 
15,  893. 


Age  of  Recruits — Case  of  J.  Martin, 
Mar.  i5,  911. 


Select  Com. — Order,  Appointing  Certain 
Lords,  Discharged,  Mar.  8,  334. 

North  Waxwickshire  Water  Bill 

c.  Rep.*"  Mar.  20,  1300. 

Northbrook,  Earl 

Netley  Hospital— Treatment  of  Conva- 
lescent Soldiers  on  leaving  the  Hospital, 
Mar.  IJ,  551. 

Norton,  Capt.  C.  W.  [Ne>vington,  W.] 

Army 

Cavalry  Officers — Number  of  Retired 
Captains,  Employment  in  South 
Africa,  etc..  Mar.  ij,  909. 

Commissions — Promotions  from  the 
Ranks,  Number  of,  during  past  six 
months,  Mar.  5,  24. 

Metropolitan  Parliamentary  Divisions, 
Alteration  of,  proposed.  Mar.  8,  401. 

Militia — Purchase  of  Discharge,  Joining 
Royal  Reserve  Battalion,  Mar,  ^,381. 

Navy 

Deptford  Victualline  Yard — Insuffi- 
cient Labourers*  \\^ge,  Mar.  8, 419. 

Engineering  Contracts  —  Rate  of 
Wages,  Mar.  5,  381. 

Postmen's  Pensions — Case  of  R.  Priddle, 
'Mar.  13y  740. 

Sale  of  Intoxicating  Liquors  to  Children 
(No.  2)  Bill,  2r.,  Mar.  9,  529. 

South  African  War 

Bedford  Mounted  Infantry,  Insuffi- 
cient Supply  of  Clothing,  Horses, 
etc.,  Mar.  J,  28. 

Defective  Field  Guns  Caused  by  the 
use  of  Cordite,  etc..  Mar.  J,  26. 

Horse  Transports  —  Provision  of 
Veterinary  Surgeons,  Mar.  6,  25. 

Yeomanry — Long  Service]  Medals,  Mar. 
15,  916. 

Norton,  Lord 

Youthful  Offenders  Bill,  2r.,  Mar.  5,  8. 

Nussey,  Mr.  T.  W.  [Pontefract] 

Wire-Cutters  for  the  Troops  at  the  Front, 
Number  sent  out,  Mar.  13^  727. 

O'Brien,  Judge 

Will — Roman  Catholic  Disabilities 

Q.  Mr.  P.  O'Brien  ;  A.  Mr.  Atkinson, 
Mar.  19,  1195. 

O'Brien,  Mr.  J.  P.  X.  [Cork] 

Cork  Post  Office— Completion  of  Arrange- 
ments for  New  Building,  etc..  Mar.  IS, 
694. 
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Enlistment — Wards  in  Chancery,  Mar. 
20, 1308. 

Ballivor  Dispensary,  Doctors'  Fees,  Mar. 
15,  933. 

Ballivor  National  School,  Assault  on 
Pupil  by  Master.  Mar.  15,  932. 

Casey,  John,  Death  of,  in  Mountjoy 
Prison — Verdict  of  Coroner's  Jury,  Mar. 
6,  218. 

Census  (Ireland)  Bill,  Intro.,  Mar.  12,^8. 

Electoral  Disabilities  (Military  Service) 
Bill,  (7<w».,  Mar.  15, 1022. 

Horses  and  Mules,  Purchase  of,  by  the 
War  Office  in  Great  Britain,  Ireland, 
and  Foreign  Countries — Complaints, 
etc..  Mar.  9,  480. 

Irish  Flafi — Refusing  Permission  to  County 
Councu  to  hoist  on  Irish  Court  Houses, 
Mar.  SO,  1322. 

Lighthousemeo — Inequality  of  Pay,  etc.. 
Grievance,  Mar.  9,  489. 

Limerick  and  Cork  Postmen — Rate  of  Pay, 
Mar.  15,  931. 

Maamtrasna  Murderers  —  Number  of 
Prisoners  still  in  Custody,  Mar.  15,  932. 

Markets — Alterations  under  Local  Govern- 
ment Act,  Mar.  19,  1198. 

Portadown  Riots— Damage  done  to  Roman 
Catholic  Property,  etc..  Mar.  6,  217. 

Prison  Officials — Case  of  Warder  Flynn, 
Mar.  19,  1196. 

Railway  Amalgamation  Bills 

Action  of  the  Board  of  Works,  etc. 
Mar.  5,  44. 

Limerick  Harbour  Commissioners, 
Mar.  8,  388. 

Roman  Catholic  Disabilities  and  Judge, 
O'Brien's  WUl,  Mar.  19,  1195. 

Rosslare  and  Fermoy  Railways,  Mar.  8, 
389 ;  Mar.  30,  1321. 

Sale  of  Intoxicating  Liquors  to  Children 
(No.  2)  Bill,  2r.,  Mar.  9,  527. 

Shamrock 

Grant  of  an  Extra  Shilling  to  Troops 
for  celebrating  St.  Patrick's  Day, 
Mar.  9,  482. 

Irish  Sailors  and  the  Wearing  of  the 
Shamrock,  Mar.  9,  482. 

Supplying  by  the  War  Office,  pro- 
posed, Mar.  9,  481. 

South  African  War 

Boer  Prisoners  on  board  ship — Re- 
moval on  shore.  Mar.  8.  368. 

Members  of   Parliament   servin 
South  Africa — Retuni,  Mar 

Nicholson's  Nek  Engagement,  List  of 
Prisoners — Private  Martin,  Mar.  5, 
24. 
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O'Brien,  Mr.  V.—cont,  i  Orange  Party 

Trinity  College  Students  and  Labourers  i         Disturbances  in  Ireland,  See   Names  of 
assaulting    Constables— Inequality    of  |  Places. 

Sentences,  Mar.  8,  399.  ' 

Volunteers — Irish    Grievance,    Mar.    16^    Ordnance  Factories 
1 140.  See  Army. 

O'Brien,  Mr.  W.  Ordnance  Surrey  Office 

bpeechat^  United  Irwh  League  Meeting  Volunteers-Pay  whUe  in  Can.p 

O.  Mr.  Johnston  :  A.  Mr.  Atkinson.  *?•  J^' ^^''"•°"  '  ^-  M'-  ^""S,  Mav. 


Q.  Mr.  Johnston  ;  A.  Mr.  Atkinson, 
Mar.  J,  46. 


;^,  1309. 


^Conner,  Daniel,  Case  of  Orr-Ewing,  Mr.  C.  L.  [Ayr  Burghs] 

0.  Mr.  T.  M.  Healy,  Mar.  8,  404.  '         Army-Retired  Officera  acceptmg  Volun- 

•^  teer  C  ommissionH,  Nomination  oy  Com- 


O'Connor,  Mr.  J.  [Wicklow,  W.] 


tetsr  \,  uiiimi8»ionH,  iNominauon  oy 
manding  Officer,  etc..  Mar.  8,  379. 


Coercion    Act,    1887  —  Repeal,    proposed. 
Mar.  12,  596. 


South  African    War — Use   of   Explosive 
Bullets,  Declaration  of  St.  Petersburir, 
Mar.  5  22. 
Contempt  of  Court-Case  of  Myles  Sinnott,  ^^^^^^  ^j^j^g  (Monmouthshire)  Bill,  2r.  , 


Mar.  ,9,  493.  3^^,,  ^^  86lf  863. 

Shillelagh  D  nion  Hospital  Nui-se,  Mar.  f (?,  ' 

13^1-  t  Ossett  Corporation  Qt9A  Bill 

O'Connor,  Mr.  T.  P.*  [Liverpool,  Scotland]  <*•  Eep.*  Mar.  16,  1060. 

Mid  wives  BUI,  2r.,  Mar.  9,  537,  538,  543. 


OHalloran,  Mr.  P.  EL 

Removal  of,  from  the   Kildysart  Union 


Ossett  Gas  Bill 

c.  2r.*  Mar.  0,  175. 
Hep.*  Mar.  J 4,  892. 

Council  ^  ,       ^  ,        ^ 

Q.  Major  Jameson ;  .4.  Mr  Atkinson,    Otley  Urban  District  Council  Water  Bill 

Mar.  6',  215.  /.  Hep.*  Mar.  16,  1029. 


Old  Age  Pensions  /v»«^w-  a;*^  it-i       -dh 

^  r,    ,     .  cj  »  Owner  s  Site  Values  Bill 

New  Zealand  Scheme 


O.  Sir  F.  Flannery,  Mar.  /,  316. 

References  to,  in  Deljate  on  the 
Finance  BUI,  Mar.  19,  1214,  1254, 
1262. 


Petition,  Mar.  J,  21. 


Pacific  Cable  Scheme 

Cape  to  Australia  Scheme 
V'olunteers  <  Effect  of,  on  the  Pacific  Cable  Scheme 

0.  Mr.  Drage,  J/ar.  itf,  1127.  !  Q-  ^ir.    E.  Sassoon  ;  A.  Mr.   J. 

Chamberlain,  Mar.  13,  733. 
Old  Age  Pensions  BiU  -  p^^^^   ^^^i^^^   Concession    to    the 

c.  2r.,  Mar.  7,  312.  Eastern    Telej<raph    Company, 

etc. 

Old  Slaines,  Aberdeenshire  V-    Mr.    Hogan ;    A.    Mr.    J. 


Migration  of  Fishing  Population  for  want 

of  Harbour 
Q.    Mr.    Buchanan ;    A.    Mr.   A.   G. 

Murray,  Mar.  10,  1191. 
O.  Mr.  Buchanan,  Mar.  JO,  1348. 


Chamberlain,  I  il/n?-.  .7,  34. 

Paget's  Horse 

Departure  for  South  Africa,  Delay  in  — 
War  Office  handing  over  Military 
'  Arrangements     to    the     Imperial 

Omnibuses  Yeomanry  Committee  i 

Examination  of  Tickets  Annoyance  ^^-  ^J'  ^Ji.?^®'*  *  '^'  ^^'  ^^y°^^*°*' 

Q.  Mr.  T.  B.  Curran;  A.  Sir  M.  W.  I  '^^"'-  ''  ^^* 

Ridley,  Mar.  J,  37  ;  Q.  Mr.  Weir ;  '       .     ^      ^  ^       ^.  _ 

A.  Sir  M.  W.  Ridley,  Mar.  JO,  1313.  I  Paignton  Urban  District  Water  Bill 

Report  from  Committee  of  Selection,  Mar. 
Onslcw,  Earl  of  I  ^'^.  ^98. 

Indian  Famine — Relief  Works  ^»*,^.      ^       ^•^,        ^ 

Expenditure  on,  etc. ,  Mar.  6, 16.  Palatme  Court  of  Durham  Bill 

Number    of    Persons    in    receipt    of  '         /.  IR.*  Mar.  13,  699. 
Relief,  etc.  Mar.  5,  16.  2r.*  Mar.  16,  1052. 

Corn.*  Mar.  19,  1163. 

Orange  Free  State  3^* ^«'-  -0, 1291. 

Railways — State   and  Private    RaUways,    -^ 
Capital  Value,  etc. — Motion  for  Return    Faxa 
(Earl  of  Camperdown),  Mar.  8,  337.  Trade  Report  Presented,  Mar.  20, 1290. 
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Parcels  Post  !  Peace  Overtures 

South     African     War— Parcels    for   the  See  South  African  War. 

Troops,  Reduction  of  Rates 
Q.  Mr.  Stead  man;  A,  Mr.  Hanbury, 
Mar.  6,  201. 


Paris 

Declaration  of  Paris— Petition  for  Annul- 
ment, Mar.  6',  198. 

Parish  Councils,  Scotland 

Representation  on  Royal  Lunatic  Asylums 
Boards 
Q.   Mr.  Weir;  A.  Mr.  A.  G.  Murray, 
Mar,  16,  1071. 

Parish  Trust  Accounts 

Scotland— Local    Government   Board  re- 
quiring Publicity 
Q,     Mr.    Cromoie;    A.    Mr.    A.    G. 
Murray,  Mar.  8,  390. 

Parliamentary  Divisions 

Metropolitan    Divisions,  Alteration   pro- 
posed 
Q.   Captain  Norton;  A.  Mr.   A.   J. 
Balfour,  Mar.  8,  401. 

Parliamentary  Elections 

New  Writs  and  New  Members  Sworn,  See 
those  Titles. 

Parliamentary  Franchise  (Extension  to 
Women)  Bill 

Petition,  Mar.  Jl,  1362. 

Parliamentary  Printers 

"  Tyranny  of  the  Parliamentary  Printer  " 
0.  M!arque&s  of  Salisbury,  Mar,  16, 
1051. 

Patriotic  Fund 

Committee— Hours  of   Sittings,  Appoint- 
ment  of  Lord  Justice  Collins  as 
Chairman,  etc. 
Qs.  Mr.  Holland,  Mr.  T.  M.  Healy ; 
As.  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Mar,  6,  221. 

Pauncefote,  Lord 

Retention  of,  beyond  his  period  of  Office 
Os,  Lord  Newton,  Marquess  of  Salis- 
bur5%  Earl  of  Kimberley,  Mar,  5, 
342. 

Paupers 

Deportation    of    Irish    Paupers  —  Legis- 
lation 
Q.    Mr.  Flavin  \  A.  Mr.  T.  W.  Rus- 
sell, Mar.  16,  1075. 
Scotland— Statistics,  Parishes  neglecting 
to  publish 
Q.  Mr.  Crombie ;  A.  Mr.  A.  G.  Mur- 
ray, Mar.  8,  390. 


Paymaster-Gteneral  of  the  Forces 

Duke  of  Marlborough. 
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Pease,  Mr.  H.  P.  [Darlington] 

Lyall,  Mr.  —  British  Consul  at  Ciadad 
Bolivar,  Murder  of.  Mar.  20,  1311. 

Sale  of  Intoxicating  Liquors  to  Children 
(No.  2)  BUI,  2R.,  Mar.  9,  529. 

Pease,    Mr.    J.  A.  [Northumberland,  Tyne- 
side] 

Cottage  Homes  Bill — Recommendations 
of  Select  Committee,  Legislation,  Mar. 
6,209. 

Peers 

Representative  Peers  for  Ireland,  See  that 


eprese 
Title. 


Whamcliffe,  Earl  of.  Sat  First  in  Parlia- 
ment after  the  Death  of  his  Uncle,  Mar. 
6,  165. 

Penn,  Mr.  J.  [Lewisham] 

"Highflyer"  and " MinenV— Trials,  Mar. 
12,  585. 

Penny  Postage 

Australasian  Colonies 

Q.    Mr.    Hogan;    A.    Mr.   Hanbury, 
Mar.  20,  1310. 

Pensions 

Army  and  Navy  Pensions,  See  Titles 
Army  and  Navy. 

Old  Age  Pensions  Bill,  See  that  Title. 

Political    Pensions — Number,    Amounts, 
etc. 
Qs.  Mr.  Bayley,  Mr.  G.  Bowles  ;  As, 
Sir  M.  Hicks  Beach,  Mar.  13,  730. 

Periodicals 

Postage  Rates,  Reduction  of,  proposed 
Q.  Mr.  H.  Heaton  ;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury, 
Mar.  6,  207. 

Persia 

Customs  House  Claims  of  British   Mer- 
chants 
Q.  Mr.  Yerburgh;  A.  Mr.  Brodrick, 
Mar.20,nn. 

Russia  and  Persia— Railway  Construction 
by  Russia,  Lease  of  Bunder  Abbas, 
etc. 
Q.  Mr.  G.  Bowles ;  A.  Mr.  Brodrick, 
Mar.  5,  35. 


"Peterhoflf" 

Seizure  of,  by  United  States  Croisers  in 
1863 — Correspondence  relating  to  Pre- 
sented, Mar,  12,  547,  668. 

Petroleum  Bill 

c.  IR.*  Mar.  15, 1028. 
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Philipps,  Mr.  J.  W.  [Pembroke] 

Mathry  Burial  Ground — Action  of  Eccle- 
siastical Commissioners,  Mar.  19,  1188. 

PhillpottS,  Captain  A.  S.  [Devon,  Torquay] 

Beer  Duty — Budget  Proposals,  Temporary 
Duty,  Mar.  12,  587. 

Navy 

Languages  —  Teaching  of  Modem 
Languages,  Abolition  of  Latin,  etc., 
Mar.  8,  444,  447. 

Pensions  of  Petty  Officers,  Seamen, 
etc..  Mar.  5,  456.    . 

Rations,  Revision  of  Scale  of  Rations, 
etc.,  proposed.  Mar.  8,  412. 

Sunday  Closing  (Monmouthshire)  Bill, 
2r.,  Mar.  14,  876,  877. 

Pickersgill,    Mr.    R    H.    [Bethnal   Green, 

S.W.] 

Workmen*o  Compensation  Act  and  the 
Judgment  of  the  Court  of  Appeal  in 
the  Case  of  Tysons  v.  Knowles,  Mar.  8^ 
392. 

Pickford  and  Black,  Messrs. 

Steamship  Service  between  Canada  and 
West  indies  —  Agreement  Presented, 
Mar.  8,  3.H6,  367. 

Piers  and  Harbours 

Scotland — Fishery  Harbours 

Amount  Surrendered  out  of  Vote  for 
1898 
Q.   Mr.    Weir;    A.  Mr.    A.    G. 
Murray,  Mar.  16,  1071. 

Avoch,    Ross-shire,  Loss   of    Fishing 
Boats  during  Storm — Grant-in- 
aid  for  HarlK)ur,  proposed 
Q.  Mr.  Weir ;  A.  Mr.  A.G.  Murray, 
Mar.  6\  213. 

Old  Slaines,  Aberdeenshire,  Migration 
of  Fishing  Population 
Q.  Mr.  Bucnanan  ;  A.  Mr.  A.  G. 
Murray,  Mar.  19, 1191  ;   0.  Mr. 
Buchanan,  Mar.  iiO,  1348. 

Piljpnnis 

British  Indian  Pilgrims  to  Mecca,  Arab 
Attack  on — Settlement  of  Claims 
Q.  Mr.  Stevenson ;  A .  Mr.  Brodrick, 
Mar.  16,  1067. 

Pilkington,  Gol.  [Lancashire,  Newton] 

Boilers  Registration  and  Inspection  Bill, 
2R.,  Mar.  7,  289. 

Military  Proposals  of  the  Government, 
Mar.  12,  695. 

Platt-Higgins,  Mr.  P.  [Salford,  N.] 

South  African  War  —  White  Flag 
Treachery  by  the  Boers,  Mar.  16,  1062. 

Plnnkett,  Bt.  Hon.  'B..— Vice-President  of 
the  Department  of  Agriculture  for 
Ireland  [Dublin  County,  S.] 

Agricultural  and  Technical  Education — 
Monaghan  County,  Mar,  12,  696. 
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Plunkett,  Bt.  Hon.  H.— con^. 

Withdrawal  of  Muzzling  Order 
Dublin  County,  Mar.  19,  1198. 

King's  County,  Mar.  12,  696. 

Rabies  in  Ireland,  Number  of  Cases,  etc.. 
Mar.  12,  595. 

Tobacco  Cultivation  in  Ireland — Removal 
of  Restrictions,  proposed.  Mar.  8,  400. 

Ulster  Agricultural  and  Dairy  School  and 
Henry  Trust — Scheme  for  Administra- 
tion and  Management,  Mar.  15,  936. 

Plymouth,   Stonehoose,   and   Devonport 
Tramways  Bill 

c.  Ordered,  Mar.  12,  667. 
IR,  ♦il/ar.  i5,  721. 

Police 

Public  Meetings — Police  Protection,  Se% 
"Stop-theW^r"  and    Pro-Boer  Meet- 
,    ings. 

Police  Beservists  (Allowaacos)  Bill 

c.  2R.,  Mar.  9,  496, 

Political  Pensions 

Number  of  Pensions,  Amounts,  et«« 

Qs.  Mr.  Bay  ley,  Mr.  G.  Bowles }  As^ 
Sir  M.  Hicks  Beach,  Mar^  13,  730. 


Pontefhu^t  Park  Bill 

c.  Rep.*  Mar.  6.  198, 

Con.*  Mar.  13,  702, 

3r.*  Mar.  16,  1062. 
I.  IR.*  Mar.  19,  1162, 

« 

Poor  Law  Amendment  (Scotland)  Act 

Petition  for  Alteration  of  Law,  Mar.  S, 
21. 

Poor  Law  Unions 

Stourbridge    Poor    Law     Union     Area» 
Division  of 

Q.  Mr.  Martin  ;  A.  Mr,  Chaplin,  ilf an 
6,  210. 


Poor  Bates,  Ireland 

Small    Tenements,    Inability    to    pay- 
Levying  Kates  on  Landlords 
Q.  Major  Jameson ;  A.   Mr.   Atkin« 
son,  Mar.  6,  214. 


Port  Ness  Harbour  Works 

Q.   Mr.   Weir;   A.   Mr.   A.  G,  Murray,^ 
Mar.  eo,  1317. 

Port  Talbot  Pilotage  Board 

Byelaws — Order   in    Council    Presented,, 
Mar.  16,  1030,  1062. 
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Portadown 

Disturbance:^ 

Charges  before  Magistrates 

Q.  Mr.  Macaleese ;  A.  Mr.  Atkin- 
son, Mar.  19, 1195. 
Damage    to    Roman    Catholic    Pro- 
perty, etc. 
Q.  Mr.  P.  O'Brien  ;  A.  Mr.  Atkin- 
son, Mar.  6f  217. 

Portaferry 

Night  Police  Visits 

Q.  Mr.  Macalee»e ;  A,  Mr.  Atkinson, 
Mar,  19,  1194. 

Portland  Urban  District  Gas  Bill 

Petition — Staading  Orders  to  be  Dispensed 
with,  Mar.  :^0,  1301. 

Portsmouth,  Earl  of 

Prayers  f«r  the  Dead — Inclusion  in  the 
War  Intercession  Services,  Mar.  P,  471. 

Portsmouth  Dockyard 

Labourers*  Back  Pay 

Q.  Sir  J.   Baker ;    A,  Mr.  Groschen, 
Mar.  13 y  731. 

Post  Office  Employees 

Manchester  Employees'  Grievances 

Q.   Mr.  Schwann  ;    A .  Mr.  Hanbury, 
Mar.  15,  924. 

IPostal  Trades  Unions,  Official  Recognition 
of,  Reception  of  Representatives 
Q.    Mr.  Woods;    A.    Mr.  Hanbury, 
Mar.  6\  206. 

Postmen,  See  that  Title. 

Sick     Leave    Regulations — Outbreak    of 
Diseases  in  Employees*  homes 
Q.  Sir  W.  Foster ;   A,  Mr.  Hanbury, 
Mar.  19,  1185. 

Telegraphists,  See  that  Title. 

Post  Offices,  etc. 

General    Post    Office — Circulation  Office, 
Date  of  Removal  to  Mount  Pleasant  j 
Q.  Mr.  Steadman  ;  A .  Mr.  Hanbury,  , 
Mar.  .9,  488. 

-R8  Irish  Questions 
^i3i     c  Clones    Post    Office— Erecting    New 

Building 
Q.  Mr.  Macaleese  ;  A.  Mr.  Han- 
bury, Mar.  9,  489 


Post  Offices,  etc—coni' 

Scotch  Questions — cont. 

Edinburgh  Sorting  Branch — Revision 
Scheme,  Delay  in  Authorising 
Q.  Mr.  Dewar  ;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury, 
Mar.  9,  489. 

Telegrams  and  Telegraphists,  See  those 
Titles. 

Telephone  Service,  See  that  Title. 
I  Post  Office  Service 

Estimates 
'  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequers  State- 

ment, Mar.  f),  63. 

Postage 

Penny     Postage     to     the    Australasian 
I  Colonies 

Q.    Mr.    Hogan ;    A .   Mr.    Hanbury, 
Mar.  20,  1310. 

Periodicals  and  Magazines,  Reduction  of 
Rates,  proposed 
Q.  Mr.  H.  Heaton  ;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury, 
Mar.  6,  207. 

South    African    War  —  Parcels    for   the 
Troops,  Reduction  of  Rates 
Q.  Mr.  Steadman  ;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury, 
Mar.  6,  201. 

Postmaster  General 

Duke  of  Norfolk* 

Postmen 

Cork  and  Limerick  Postmen,  Rate  of  Pay 
Q.  Mr.  P.  O'Brien  ;  .4.  Mr.  Hanbury, 
Mar.  15,  931. 

Pensions— Case  of  R.  Priddle 

Q.  Captain  Norton ;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury, 
Mar.  IS,  740. 

Promotions— -Vacant  Postmastershipe 
Q.  Mr.  Steadman ;  A.  Mr.  Hanbuiy, 
Mar.  9,  488. 

Potatoes 

Purchase   of    Potatoes    in    America   for 
Troops  in  South  Africa,  alleged 
Q.  Sir  J.  Kinloch  ;  A.  Mr.  J.  P.  Wil- 
liams,  Mar.  13,  517. 

Poultry  Breeding,  Scotland 

Congested  Districts  Board  Export,  Dis- 
tribution of  Sittings  of  E^gs,  etc 
Q.   Mr.  Weir;    A.  Mr.  G.   Murray, 
Mar.  6,  214, 


•Cork     Post     Office —Completion    of    _  ,,*,.««  .„r. 

Arrangements  for  New  BuUd-    Powell,  Sir  P.  S.  [Wigan] 

ing,  etc.                                         I  Education     Department  —  Consultative 

Q.  Mr.  J.  F.  X.  O'Brien  ;  A.  Mr.  Committee  and  the  National  Union  of 

Hanbury,  Mar.  IJ,  594.                 |  Teachers'  Representation,  Mar.  5,  43. 

Monaghan     Post    Office— Insanitary  i  Census  (Great  Britain)  Bill,  2R.,  Mar.  9, 

Premises  497  ;  Com.  Mar.  15,  999 ;  Mar.  19, 1284. 
Q.  Mr.  Macaleese  ;  A .  Mr.   Han- 
bur>'.  Mar.  8,  387.                          Power,  Mr.  P.  J.  [Waterford,  E.] 

Scotch  Questions                                           t  War  Loan  Bill— Protest  against  the  War, 

-•        Aberdeen  New  Post  Office                     |  etc.  Mar.  13, 753. 

^1  ^^^f^^'^^KA'y  ^^'  ^'  ^'''^^'  I  Waterford-Rosslare  Rail^-ay  Line.  Mar. 

las,  Mar.  19, 119L                          i  ;g   lOlZ. 
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Prayers  for  the  Dead 

Inclusion  in  the  War  Intercession  Services 
Os,    Lord    Kinnaird,   Archbishop   of 
Canterbury,    Earl    of    Portsmouth, 
Mar,  19,  46(5. 

Premier 

Marquess  of  Salisbury. 

Press  Censorship 

South  African  War,  See  that  Title. 

Pretyman,   Capt.   E.   G.   fSuflblk,    Wood- 

briil«:e] 
Finance  Bill,  2r.,  Mai\  19,  1233. 

Price,  Mr.  B.  J.  [Norfolk,  E.] 

Army  Medical  Service,  Mar,  16,  1081. 

Primogeniture,  Law  of 

Petitions  from  the  Punjab 

Q,  Mr.  Kimber  ;  A.  LonUi.  Hamilton, 
Mar.  19,  1183, 

Prince  of  Wales'  Leinster  Begiment 

Repatriation  proposed 

Q,  Mr.  Arnold- Forster ;  A.  Mr.  J.  P. 
Williams,  Mar.  1:^,  581. 

Printing  Parliamentary  Papers 

Delay  in 

(h.  Lord  Reay,  Duke  of  Devonshiie, 
Earl  of  Kimberley,  Marquess  of 
Salisbury,  Mor.  Vi,  1U49. 

Prisoners  of  War 

See  South  African  War. 

Prisons 

Torporal  Punishment— Number  of  Sen- 
tences Remitted,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  L.  Morgan ;  A.  Sir  M.  W. 
Ridley,  Mar.  13,  741;  Q.  Mr.  H.  D. 
(ireene;  yl.  Sir  M.  W.  Ridley, 3/«7-. 
:.'(>,  1314. 

Ireland 

Casey,  John,  Death  of,  in  Moantjoy 
Prison — Venlict  of  Coroner's 
Jury 
Qs.  Mr.  P.  O'Brien,  Dr.  Tanner, 
Mr.  W.  Redmond ;  As.  Mr. 
Atkinson,  Mar.  6,  218,219,  220. 

Exercise  Yards  and  Rain  Shelters 
Qs.  Dr.  Tanner ;  -4^?.  Mr.  Atkin- 
son, Mar.  6y  50 ;  Mar.  S,  399. 

Flynn,  Warder,  Case  of 

Q.     Mr.    P.    O'Brien;    A.     Mr. 
Atkinson,  Mar.  19,  1 196. 

library  Regulations 

Q.  Dr.  Tanner;  A.  Mr.  Atkinson, 
Mar.  15,  938. 

Officials,   Retiring    Pensions— Memorial 
O.  Mr.   J.    Hutton;    A.   Sir  M.  W. 
Ridley,  Mar,  IJ,  691. 

Vote    for    Excess   on    Grant— Statement 
Presented,  Mar.  7,  2m. 
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Mar.  ^—Mar.  21. 

Private  Bills 

-Keport  1] 
6,  1060 ;  Mar.  20,  1300. 


[Pra— Pub 


Group  E — Report  from  Committee,  Mar. 
6,  1060 ;   " 

Procedure 

J  Mnt  Committee  of  Lords  and  Com- 
mons—Dublin  Corporation  Bill  and 
Clontarf  Urban  District  Bill,  Motion 
(Mr.  J.  W.  Lowther),  J/rtr.  19, 116,'). 

Opposing    Private    Bills    on    Secon<l 
Reading—"  Growing  and  Dan- 
gerous Practice  " 
Os.    Sir  W.   H.  Dyke,  Mr.   Hal- 
dane,  Mar.  13,  711,  712. 

Private  and  Provisional  Order  Confirma- 
tion Bills 

House  of  Lords  Orders,  Mar.  12,  546. 

Pro-Boer  Meetings,  etc. 

Sre  "  Stop  the  War,"  etc. 

Professional  Accountants  Bill 

r.  \\\.*  Mar.  6,222. 

Prosperity  of  the  Year 

Chancellor  of  the  Exche(iuer's  Bu<lget 
Statement,  Mar.  ,7,  59. 

Provand,  Mr.  A.  D.  [(Glasgow,  Blackfriars] 

Boilers  Registration  and  Inspection  Bill, 
2r.,  Mar.  7,  295. 

Merchant  Shipping  (Liability  of  Ship- 
owners) Bill,  2k.,  Mar.  21,  1.379. 

Pryce-Jones,  Ccd.  £•  [Montgomery  Boroughs] 

Lady  smith  Rejoicings  at  Cambri<lge — 
Imprisonment  of  Undergraduates,  alar. 
13,  741. 

Volunteers 

Boot  Grant,  Mar.  S,  380. 

Camp  Allowances,  Mar.  12,  579. 

Capitation  Grant,  Mar.  15,  916. 

Drill  Halls  and  Armouries,  Building 
— Government  Assistance,  Mar.  S, 
381. 

Officers'  Decorations — Counting  Pre- 
vious Service  in  the  Militia  and 
Yeomanry,  Mar.  S,  381. 

Position  Artillery,  Re-anuing,  Mar, 
^,380. 

Rifle  Ranges— War  Office  Grant  to- 
wards Outlay,  Mar.  12,  580. 

Public  Accounts  Committee 

Report  presented.  Mar,  7,  331. 

Public  Health  Bill 

c.  2r.  Mar.  iJ,  1027. 

Public  Libraries  Bill 

/.  2r.,  Mar.  9,  472. 

Public  Meetings 

' '  Stop  the  War  "  and  Pro-  Boer  Meetings, 
Sir  that  Title. 
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Public  Petitions  Committee 

Report  Presented,  Mar,  SI,  1427. 
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Public  Schools 

Array  Commissions,  See  Army — Commis- 
sions. 

Public  Telephone  Exchanges 

See  Telephone  Service. 

Punjab 

Law  of  Succession— Priniogenitnre 

^.  Mr.   Kimber;  A.    Lonl  (i.  Hamil- 
ton, Mar.   19,  1183. 

Purfleet  and  Gravesend  Bailway  Bill 

/.  2r.*  Mar,  IS,  698. 
Committed,  Mar.  'JO,  1289. 

Queen  Victoria 

Visit  to  Ireland,  See  Ireland. 

Visit  to  LfOndon — Members  of  both  Houses 
to  witness  Her  arrival  at  Bucking- 
ham Palace 
Mr.    Balfour's    Statement,    Mar.   7, 
331. 

Queen's  College 

Medical  Chairs — Roman  Catholic  Profes- 
sors and  the  Vacant  Professorship 
Q.  Mr.  J.  Redmond ;  A.   Mr.  Atkin- 
son, Mar,  9,  491. 

Quick-firing  Guns 

See  Army — Guns. 
Rabies 

See  Dogs. 

Bae  Estate 

Delay  in  Sale 

Q.   Sir  T.  Esmonde;   A.  Mr.  Atkin- 
son, Mar.  5,  47. 

Bailway  Bills 

Board  of  Trade  Report  Presented,  Mar.  31, 
1361. 


Railways— cow/. 

Bills  relating  to,  See  their  titles. 

Foreign  Countries,  See  their  names. 

Irish  Questions 

Amalgamation  Bills 

Action  of  the  Boards  of  Works, 
etc. 
Q.  Mr.  P.  O'Brien  ;  At,  Mr. 
Hanbury,  Mar.  5,  44. 

Limerick  Harbour  Commissioners 
Q.  Mr.   P.  O'Brien;    A.  "SU. 
Hanbury,  Mar.  8,  388. 

Irregularities  of  Train  Service 

Q.  Mr.    Field;    A,   Mr.   Ritchie, 
Mar.  't,  44. 

Rosslare  and  Femioy  Railway  Con- 
struction 
Q,  Mr.  P.  0*Brien  ;  A,  Mr.  Han 
bury,  Mar.  8, 389  ;  Qs.  Mr.  Power, 
Captain  Donelan,  Mr.  J.  Red- 
mond ;  As,  Mr.  Hanbury,  Mar. 
16,  1073;  Q.  Mr.  P.  O'Brien  :  A. 
Mr.  Hanbury,  Mar.  2it,  1321. 

Statistics    Presented,   Mar,    7-7,  9(M : 
Mar.  16,  1030. 

Light  Railways,  Sec  that  Title. 

London  Bridge  Railway  Collision,  Inquiry 
— System  of  Fog  Signals 
Q,   Mr.    Malcolm ;    J.   Mr.    Ritcliie. 
Mar.  12,  590. 

Scotch  Questions 

Light  Railways,  See  that  Title. 

Mallaig  Railway  Extension,  Date  of 
Completion 
Q,  Mr.  Weir ;  A,  Mr.  Ritchie,  Mar. 
16,  1071. 

Railways  (Prevention  of  Accidents)  Bill 

Date  of  Second  Reading 

Q.  Mr.  Maddison  ;  A.  Mr.  A.  J.  Bal- 
four, Mar.  9,  494  ;  Q,  Mr.  J.  Elli.>  : 
A.  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Mar.  19, 
1190. 

Ramsgate 

Light   Railway — Order   Presente*!,  Mar. 
20,  1290,  1303. 


Group     2— Committee,     Attendance     of 
Mr.  George  M.  Davidson  Ordered,  Mar.  '  Rankin,  Sir  J.  [Herefordshire,  Leominster] 


20,  130U. 

Railway  Servants 

Accidents,  See  Railways  (Prevention  of 
Accidents)  Bill. 

Railway  Stations 

Aldershot  Government  Railway  Siding- 
Erection  of  Roof,  Proposed 
Q.    Mr.    Jeffreys;      A.    Mr.    J.    P. 
Williams,  Mar,  8,  378. 

Railways 

Automatic  Couplings— Members  of  Parlia- 
ment inspecting  Models,  etc. 
Qs.  Sir  F.  Flannery,  Sir  W.  Foster ; 
As.  Mr.  Ritchie,  Mar.  19,  1186. 
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South  Metropolitan  Gas  Bill,  Instruction 
to  Committee,  Mar,  6,  194. 


Rasch,  Major  F.  C  [Essex,  S.E.] 

Army 

Conscription,  Mar,  12,  645. 

Contracts  —  Fraudulent  Contractors. 
Bennett  and  Sons,  alias  Under- 
wood, etc..  Mar,  15,  912, 

Reserve  Battalions,  Granting  Com- 
mands to  Reserve  Officers,  Mar,  1^, 
584. 

Strengthening  and  Improving  Oigani- 
sation  of  Kegular  and  AuxUiarj- 
Forces  —  Government  Proposals, 
Mar,  12,  643. 
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Basch,  Major  F.  C,—cont, 

Gum— French  Quick-firing  New  Gun, 
Mar.  5, 31. 

Militia,  Mar.  16,  1099, 1106. 

Stormberg  and  Magersfontein  Engage- 
ment—Official Despatches,  Mar.  13, 
726. 

Yeomanry  Uniform— Complaints  as  to 
Quality  of  Material,  etc.,  Mar.  J,  27. 

Bates 

See  Local  Taxation. 


Beay,  Lord 

Education  (Scotland)  Bill,  Intro.,  Mar.  16, 
1045. 

Indian  Famine— Relief  Works 

Expenditure  on,  etc.,  Star.  >,  14. 

Number   of    Persons    in    lieceipt  of 
Relief,  etc.,  Mar.  J,  14. 

London   I'niversity    Statutes,    Delay    in 
Printing,  Mar.  16,  1049. 

Youthful  Ottenders  Bill,  Com.,  Mar.  1* 
560. 


Becruiting 

See  Army. 

BedhiU  Gas  Bill 

r.  Rep.""  Mar.  16,  1060. 

■ 

Bedmond,  lir.  J.  £.  [Waterford] 

Budget 

Attitude  of  the  rri?»h  Members,  Mar. 

6,  268. 

War    Loan,    etc.    -  frish    Taxation 
Grievance,  Mar.  .7,  133. 

Contempt  of  Court  —  Case  of  Myles 
Sinnott,  Mar.  ft,  494. 

Cork— Queen's  College  Medical  Chairs, 
Roman  Catholic  Professors  and  the 
Vacant  Professorship,  Mar.  f),  49L 

Finance  Bill,  2r.,  Mar.  lU,  1264. 

Queen's  Vieit  to  Ireland— Soldiers  and  the 
Shamrock,  etc.,  Mar.  S,  402. 

Waterford- liosslare  Railway  Line,  Mar. 
16,  1073. 

Bedmond,  Bir.  W.  [Clare,  E.j 

Australasian  Waters— Protection  of  Float- 
ing Trade,  Mar.  8, 462. 

Budget 

Tobacco  Duty,  Mar.  5,  148. 

War  Loan,  etc..  Mar.  6,  249. 

Casey,  John,  Death  of,  in  Mountjoy 
Prison,  Mar.  6,  220. 

Chaplains — Roman  Catholic  Chaplains  in 
the  Navy,  Mar.  S,  435. 

County  Surveyors— Second  Examinaton 
of  Candidates,  Mar.  8,  396. 

Death  Duties— Legislation,  Mar,  9,  486. 
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edmond,  Mr.  W,—<'ont. 

Delagoa  Ba^,  Acquisition  of,  by  England — 
Negotiations  between  England  and 
Portugal,  alleged.  Mar.  6,  206. 

Dublin  Students*  Attack  on  the  Civic 
Flag  at  the  Mansion  House,  Mar.  5,  47, 
48. 

Government  Contracts,  Comparative  Out- 
lay on  Stores  in  the  Three  Kingtloms — 
Fmancial  Relations  between  England 
and  Ireland,  Mar.  15, 914,  987  ;  Mar.  19, 
1198;  Mar.  20,  1319. 

Montreal,  Disturbances  between  English 
and  French  Cana<lians,  Mar.  6,  206. 

Sale  of  Intoxicating  Liquors  to  Children 
(No.  2)  Bill,2R.,  Mar.  9,  519. 

Skeritt  Rstate,  Delay  in  Sales,  Mar,  19, 
1194. 

South  African  War 

r^olonial  Forces,  Pay  of,  etc..  Mar.  6, 
201,  202  ;  Mar.  S,  372  ;  Mar.  U\ 
571  ;  Mar.  16,  1156. 

Cost  of  the  War — Colonial  Contribu- 
tion, Mar.  S,  374. 

Cronje, .  General — Imprisonment  on 
Board  Ship,  Mar.  6, 200. 

Peace  Overtures— United  States  Offer 
of  Mediation,  Mar.  15,  905. 

"  Stop  the  War  "  and  Pro- Boer  Meetings, 
etc. — Disturbances  directed  against 
opponents  of  the  War,  Rignt  of 
tree  Speech,  etc..  Mar.  15,  971. 

Stratford-on-Avon  Pro-Boer  Riots — 
Damage  to  Mr.  Bullar's  Property, 
Mar.  8,  392  ;  Mar.  15,  926. 

Tobacco  Cultivation  in  Ireland — Removal 
of  Restrictions  proposed.  Mar.  8,  400. 

Trawling  in  Irish  Waters,  (vunboat  Ser- 
vice, etc..  Mar.  9,  516. 

Volunteers — Irish  Grievance,  etc..  Mar.  16, 
1134,  1144. 

War  Loan  Bill— Irish  Taxation  Grievance, 
Protest  against  the  War,  etc..  Mar.  IJ, 
746  ;  Mar.  15,  986. 


Beid,  Sir  B.  T.  [Dumfries  Burghs] 

Merchant    Shipping    (Liability    of   Ship- 
o>vner8)  Bill,  2r.,  Mar.  Jl,  1396,  1397. 

"Stop  the  War*'  and  Pro-ltoer  Meetings 
— Disturbances  directed  a^inst  the  op- 
ente  of   the   War    ^    •-      i-   «_ 
peech.  Mar.  15,  940. 


ponents  of   the   War,    Right   of   Free 
Sp         "'        — 


Beligious  Census 

Debate  on  Census  ((ireat  Britain)    BiU, 
Mar.  15,  1003. 


Beligious  Disabilities 

Homan  Catholic   DisAbilities  and  Judge 
(VBrien's  Will 
Q.  Mr.  P.  O'Brien ;  A.  Mr.  Atkinson, 
Mar,  19,  1195. 
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Beligious  Emblems 

Hensall  National  School  , 

Q.  Mr.  S.  Smith  ;  A.  Sir  J.  Gorst,  Mar. 

Beligious  Tests 

Trinity     College,      Dublin  —  Complaint 
against   Professor  of   Irish   Litera- 
ture 
Q.  Mr.  T.  M.  Healy  ;  A.  Mr.  Atkin- 
son, Mar  17,  1103. 

Renshaw,  Mr.  J.  A.  [Renfrew,  W.] 

lioilers  Ke^istration  ami  Insj)eelion   l»ill, 
2h.,  Mnr.  7,  296. 

Bepresentative  Peers  for  Ireland 

Desart's,  Earl  of,   Right  to  Vote  Estab- 
lished, Mftr.  S,  333. 

(jort's,  Viscount,  Right  to  Vote— Petition, 
Mar.  9,  466. 

Bevenne  and  Expenditure  of  the  United 
ELingdom 

Alteratiens  in  Financial  System  to  meet 
Reouirements  of  the  Country 
Lowther,  Mr.  J.,  on,  Mar.  19,  1211. 

Rudget  Statement,  Mar.  J,  53. 

Irish   Financial  Relations,  See  Financial 
Relations. 

Bhodes,  Mr. 

Defence  of  Kimberley — Offer  of  Medals  to 
the  Troops,  alleged 
Q.  Mr.  D.  A.  Thomas ;  A.  Mr.  J.  P. 
Williams,  ^far.  .0,  479. 

Bbymney  Iron  Company  Bill 

/.  2r.,*  Mar.  19,  llHl. 


Bichards.  Mr.  H.  C.  [Finsbury,  E.] 

Census  (Great  Britain)  Bill,  Com.,  Mar. 
15,  1008. 

Blchardsoni  Mr.  J.  [Durham,  S.E.] 

Easter,  Date  of — Legislation,  making 
April  15  Easter  Day  in  Law  as  well  a,s 
in  (Calendar,  Mar.  /.7,  929. 

Bickmansworth    and    Uxbridge    Valley 
Water  Bill 

c.  2r.,  Mar.  19,  1164. 

Standing  Order  Complietl  with,  Mar.  5, 20. 

Bidley*  Bight  Hon.   Sir  M.  Vf .—Secretary 

of  State  for  the  Home  Depart  nient  [Lan- 
cashire, Blackpool] 

Boilers  Registration  and  Inspection  Bill, 
2r.,  Mar.  7,  .301,  .309. 

Corporal  Punishment  in  Prisons,  Numlier 
of  Sentences  Remitted,  etc.,  Mar.  IS, 
741  ;  Mar.  .V,  1314. 

Craghcivd  Colliery  Fatality — Attempted 
Rescue,  Public  {{ecognitidn  of  Bravery, 
Mar.  9,  4H7. 
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Bidley,  Bt.  Bon.  Sir  M.  W.-cont. 

Electoral  DisabUities  (Military  Serviced 
Bill,  2r.,  Mar.  8,  403,  410  ;  Cool,  Mar. 
15,  1025. 

Factories  and  Workshops  Bill— Double- 
shift  System,  Mar.  16,  1070. 

Factories  and  Workshops  (No.  3)  Bill 
Omission  of  the  word  "  not,"  Mar.  9. 

488. 

Factory  Acts — Employment  of  Women 
and  Children,  Reprinting  Extracts  from 
Report*",  Mar.  'iO,  1313. 

Inebriate  Reformatories 

Ac«i«im©<lation      for      FemaW    Inc 
briates.   Police    Magistrates'    Com- 
plaints, Mar.  (J,  212. 

County  Councils  Comhining  for  the 
Establishment  and  Management  of. 
Mar.  5,  37. 

Ladysmith    Rejoicings    at    Cambridge 
Imprisonment  of  Undergraduates,  Mar. 
IS,  741. 

J..ead  Poisoning,  Cases  notified  to  the 
Home  Office,  Mar.  15,  925. 

Omnibus  Tickets  Examination  Annoyance, 
Mar.  5,  38  ;  Mar.  JO,  1314. 

Police  Reservists  (Allowances)  Bill,  2r., 
Mar.  9,  496. 

Prison  Officials,  Retiring  Pensions- 
Memorial,  Mar.  13,  592.     . 

Sale  of  Intoxicating  Liquors  to  Children 
(No.  2)  Bill,  2r.,  Mar.  9,  531,  535. 

"  Stop  the  War  "  and  Pro-Boer  Meetings, 
etc. 
Disturbances  directed  against  oppo- 
nents of  the  War— Right  of  Free 
Speech,  etc.,  Mar.  S,  392 ;  J/or.  15, 
926,  927,  946,  967  ;  Mar.  16,  1076. 

Police  Protection,  Mar.  S,  391. 

Sunday  Closing  (Monmouthshire)  Bill. 
2R,,  Mar.  I4,  884,  885,  886. 

Textile  Factories — Women  and  Children 
working  overtime  on  Government  Con- 
tracts, Mar.  9,  486. 

Theatre  Regulations— Blocked  Ganffways, 
Mar.  30,  1313. 

Underground  Work,  Children  employed 
in— Raising  the  Age,  Mar.  6,  212,  213. 

Workmen*8  Compensation  Act  and  the 
Judgment  of  the  Court  of  Appeal  in  the 
case  of  Sysons  v.  Knowles.  Mar.  S,  392. 

Workmen *8  Compensation  Act  (1897)  Ex- 
tension Bill,  2r.,  Mar,  21,  1411. 


Bifle  Clubs 

Encouragement  of 

0.  Mr.  L.  Sinclair,  Mar.  U,  656. 

Bifle  Practice 

Leason  of  the  South  African  War,  etc. 
0.  Mr.  Seton-Karr,  Mar,  IS,  665. 

Reforms  -Regular  and  AnxHliary  Infantrv 
V.   Coh.nel  W   Murray  ;   A.  Mr.  .1.  l\ 
Williams,  Mar  5,  32, 


[C0fl/. 
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Bifle  Practice— 'o/i/.  I  Right  of  Free  Speech 

Volunteers'   Shooting   Kej^ulations  —  He-  5ec  "  Stop- the-War  "  ami  Pro-lk>er  Meet- 

duction  of  QualiHcation  for  Marks-  ingn. 

men 
V.    Mr.    Heddervvick  ;    A.  Mr.  J.  P.  .  Eight  of  Search 

Williams,  Mar.  /;?,  579.  ^^^  Contraband  of  War. 


Bifle  Banges 

Closed  Kitle  Ranges  in  the  Eastern  Dis- 
trict— Iletum 
Q.  Mr.   F.  W.   WilHon;    A.  Mr. 
Brodrick,  Mar.  6',  205. 

Inco!npletene.*4s  of  Return 

Q.  Mr.  F.  W^  Wilson;  A.  Mr.  J.  P. 
WUliaras,  Mar.  U,  582. 

Colchester  Range 

Date  of  Opening  New  Range 

Q.    Mr.  F.  W\   Wilson;    .1.  Mr. 
Brodrick,  Mav.  6*,  205. 

Expenditure  on,  etc. 

Q.   Mr.  F.  W\W^ilson;    A.    Mr. 
Wyndham,  Mar.  16,  10(56. 

County  Councils  Powers — Legislation 

Q.    Mr.    Hobhouse ;    A .  Mr.    J.    P. 
Williams,  Mar.  5,  32. 

Gloucestershire— Want  of  Proper  Range 
Q.    General   Russell;    A.   Mr.  J.    P. 
WUliams,  Mar.  8,  379. 

Land  Requirements  and  the  Dimensions  of 
Ranges 
Q.  Mr.  Soames  ;  A.  Mr.  J.  P.Williams, 
Mar.  15,  915. 

Proposals  of  the  Government — Inadetjuate 
Proposals 
O.  Mr.  Seton-Karr,  Mar.  U,  666. 

Provision  of,  for  Volunteers,  etc. 

References  to  in  Debate  on  the  Esti- 
mates, Mar.  16,  1117,  1119,  1125, 
1126,  1P29. 

Purehiuses  of  Land  -Atldress  for  Return 
(xMr.  R.  Cooke),  Mar.  J  J,  696. 

Swiss  Svo(em,    Inquiry   into,  by   British 
Ohicei*8 
0.  Mr.  Wyndham,  Mar.  /,^  613. 

War  Office  (irant  towards  Outlay 

Q.  (,'olonel  Pryce-Jone«;  A.  Mr.  J.  1*. 
William**,  Mar.  12,  580. 


Bifles 

DoyleV,  Dr.  Conan,Inventi(m     WarOHice 
Refusing  to  Investigate,  alleged 
q.    Mr.   R.    (;ookc;    A.    Mr.    J.    P. 
Williams.  Mar.  U,  483. 

Lee-Enlield  RiHe,  Inquiry  into  Sighting' 
v.  Mr.  WVir;  .1.  Mr.  ^.  P.  WiniaiiiH, 
Mar.  /.?,  727. 

Magazine  Rifle,  Method  of  Re  loa<iing 
Comparison  with  Foreign  Rifle, 
Reasons  for  Adopting  thia  Par- 
ticular Rifle  by  the  War  Office,  etc. 
Q.  Dr.  Tanner;  A.  Mr.  J.  P.  Wil- 
liams, Mar.  .5,26 ;  0.  Mr.  Caldwell  ; 
A.  Mr.  J.  P.  WillianiM,  Mar.  /J, 
908 ;  (J.  Mr.  He<lderwick  :  A .  Mr. 
Wyndham,  Mar.  .'0,  1306. 
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Biots 

Ireland,  See  Names  of  Places. 

Pro-Boer  and  "  Stop  -  the  -  War  "  Dis- 
turbances, Se£r  Stop-the-War  and  Pro- 
Boer  Meetings,  etc. 

Bitchie,  Bt.  Hon.  0.  T.  -President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  [Croydon] 

Castlederg  and  Victoria  Tramway 
Fatality,  Mar.  16,  1075. 

Companies  Bill— Contract  Creditors  of 
Company  in  Liquidation,  Preferential 
Right  of  Payment,  etc..  Mar.  U,  591. 

Electric  Power  BiUs— Nomination  of  Com- 
mittee by  the  Committee  of  Selection, 
Mar.  6,  206 ;  Mar»  16,  1053,  1059. 

Lighthouses 

Administration  of — Formation  of 
Advisory  Committee,  etc.,  Mar,lJ, 
590. 

Lighthouse-keepers,  Ireland,  Ine- 
quality of  Pay,  etc.,  Grievance, 
Afar.  .^489. 

Tium  Dan  Head  Lighlhouse,  Erection 
of.  Mar.  ^0,  1312. 

Railways 

Couplings  —  Automatic  Couplings, 
Memwjrs  of  Parliament  Ins|)ecting 
Models,  etc ,  Mar.  lU,  1 187. 

Fog  Signab* — London  Bridge  Railway 
Collision  Inquiry,  Mar.  U,  590. 

Fraserburgh  and  St.  Comb's  Light 
Railway,  ApiiHcation  for  Treasury 
Grant,  etc.,  Mar.  hS,  738. 

Ireland,  Irregularities  of  Train  Ser- 
vice, Mar.  'i,  44. 

Mallaig  Railway  Extension— Date  of 
('ompletion,  Mar.  16,  1071. 

South  Metropolitan  (ras  Bill,  Instruction 
to  Com.,  Mar.  6,  195. 

Bivers  Pollution  Prevention  Bill 

c.  lu.,*  Mar.  I  J,  745. 

Beads 

(/arloway  and  Stomoway,  Roail   making 
l»etween 
Q.  Mr.  Weir;  A.  Mr.  A.  G.  Murray, 
Mar.  16,  1073. 

Dis- turnpike  Roads  in  Scotland — High- 
ways taken  over  by  the  Burghs  not 
entitled  to  claim  on  the  Grant,  3/a/'.  15 
(See  EtTota), 

BobertS,  Bir.  J.  B.  [Carnarvonshire,  Eiflon] 

South  African  War — Colonial  I^ocal  Forces, 
Itate  of  Pay,  higher  rate  than  British 
Forces,  Mar.  10, 1279. 

[corU, 


Rob— Rus]  INDEX.  [Vol.  80. 

Mar.  5 — Mar,  21. 

Boberts,  Mr.  J.  "B.—foui.  Boss  and  Company 

*'  Stop  the  War"  and  Pro-lioer  Meetings.  Misconduct  of  Army  Contractors 
etc.  —  Disturbances     directed     against  (h.  Mr.  J.  Lowtiier,  Mar.  JO^  1328  ; 

Opponents  of  the  War— Right  of  Free  Mr.  J.  P.  Williains,  1333. 

Speech,  etc.,  Mar.  15,  969. 

Bosslare  Bailway  Construction 

Boberts,  Mr.  J.  H.  [Denbighshire,  W.]  '    ^' ^'^^-  fJo^'^^^^U^^V^''-   ^?t"^'*\?> 

,.             ..          ,,  ..   •      7».i.    ,       ,^       ^  ^^^^'  «^,  389 ;  Qs.  Mr.   Power,  Mr.   W. 

Census  ((xreat  BriUm)  Bill,  2u.,  3^«/-.  ^.  Reibuond ;  As.  Mr.  Hanbury,  J/f?r.   W, 

502;  Lorn.,  Mar.    15,   1001,  1002,  1014,  1073;  Q,  Mr.  P.  O'Brien;  .4.  Mr.  Han- 

1017,  1018.  bury.  Mar.  JO,  1321. 

China — Protection    of    British    Interests,    -,  ,  . 

Mar.  19,  1182.  BoSS-SlUre 

J    ,.  I         Avoch,  Loss  of  Fishing  Boate,  etc. 

"  1:xpendim,e-lteport  of  Royal  Com-  :  ^- ^/j'  ^ft?.','  ^^  ^'^  ^^  ^'^  ^^'"'^^' 

mission,  Mar.  20, 1310.  „      ,,  \.  ,!.''"  „  \ 

_,      .  .  -.  ,,  ^  Small  Holdings  Scheme 

Faniine  -  Australian      Government  |  q  ^r.  Weir  ;  A.  Mr.  A.  G.  Murray. 

Contnbution,  Mar.  <V,  383.  Mar.  13  738. 

Nigeria — Attack    of     Native    Tribes   on  1  _^   . ,     ,  ..,         j  «  ^  ,.-.«.         1  t>.ii 
British  Officials,  Mar.  15, 933.  '  Botherhithe  and  Batcliff  Tunnel  BiU 

t,,      ri^     •^-       T-  ^/ii-ij        I         lleport  from  Com.  of  Selection,  Mar.  S, 

Sale  of  Intoxicating  Liquors  to  Children  '  Jo-  .   ir       ^  aok  ,   i/^„    /  -  oq«i 

(No.  2)  Bill,  2r„  Mar,  \  527.  "^^ '  '^'^' '    '  ^' '  '^"'^'  ^'''  ^^'^* 

Sunday    Closing    (Monmouthshire)    Bill,  j  Boyal  Horse  Artillery 


2r.,  Mar.  14,  849,  851. 


Artillery    Changes    in     1887— Authority 


ig< 
Responsible  for,  etc. 

T>^v««4.«^«    -w-    -Bi    rn.,«j««i  Q'    Si''    J-    Colomb;   A.    Mr.    J.    P. 

Bobertson,  Bir.  E.  [Dundee]  |  ^  Williams,  Mar.  5,  30. 

Australasian    Colonies— Naval     Defence 

Contributions,  Mar.  8, 417.  Boyal  Patriotic  Fund 

Census  (Great  BriUin)  Bill,  Com.,  Mar.  15,  '         See  Patriotic  Fund. 
1006. 


Deptford    Victuallin«'    Yard— Insufficient 
Labourers'  Wage,  Mar.  8,  426. 


Boyal  Beserve  Battalions 

Sec  Army. 


!  Bugely  (his  Bill 
Bollit,  Sir  A.  K.  [Islington,  s.]  ;         ^  ^,^^  *  yj^^.  ^;  igg 

Budget — War  Expenditure,  etc.,  Mar.  5,  I  Con.*  Mar.  1£,  562. 

102.  '  3r.*  Mar.  15,  899. 

Merchant    Shipping    (Liability    of   Ship-  '•  l«*  '^I^'-  ^^^  1^29. 

owners)  Bill,  2r.,  Mar.  ,n,  1372. 
Volunteers- Government:  Miliary    Pro-    Bunclman.   Bir.   W.  [Oldham] 

posals,  etc.,  Mar.  10,  1123.  '         Seamen's  Advance  Notes— Prohibition  of, 

Yeomanry-Long  Service  Medal,  Mar.  10,  1  ^^  United  States,  Mar.  U,  592. 

^*^*'  '  Bural  Districts 

Housing  of  the  Working  Classes — Insaui- 
Boman  Catholic  Chaplains  tary  Dwellings,  inaction  of  Local 

'^"^  ^"•''^P'-"''-  '  y.-X'^Snf  A.   Mr.    Chaplin. 

I  Mar.  0,  208. 

Boman  Catholic  Disabilities  1 

O'Brien's,  Judge,  Will  Bussell,   General  F.   S.   [Cheltenham] 

i^.  Mr.  P.  O'Brien;  A.  Mr.  Atkinson,  Basuto   Ponies— Offer    to    Purchase    for 

Mar.  19,  1 195.  South  Africa,  Mar.  8,  370. 

Coal    Supply— Suggested     Inquiry    into 
«  ^  ^*    •,'    -r^-     -^-y-j.'      r%  1  T»-ii  Welsh  Anthracite  Coal,  J/etr.  /.<^,  1 191*. 

Boman  Catholic  Disabilities  Bemoval  Bill  ,.    .^  t^  .•         1  u  i^-      r-  .  *       xr 

1       1/       ifi  liJo-T  Death  Duties  and  Soldiers  Estates— Non- 

c.  211.,  Mar.  U,  1J87.  Commissioned  Officers,  Mar.   13,  730  : 

Petition,  Mar.  14y  821.  ;  Mar.  19,  1184. 

Eighth  Division— Artillery,  Mobilization 

Boman  CathoUc  University  Education  ^  ^  5'"''*  ^'  ^f.[       .    u-    x^  1    / 

Rifle  Kanges— Gloucestershire  v  olunteens 


«  «  1  i.«      X     TT  •        •*.    i?vj  ,«„*;^«  I         Kine  Kanges — uioucesiersnirc  voiunw 

Papers^RelaUng  to  University  Education  |  ^^^^  ^  ^^^  ^^^^  3^^^  ^^  3^^ 

s.  Mr.  A.  Moore ;  As.  Mr.  Bi 
Mar.  13,  735;  Mar.  JO,  1311. 

lepor 
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/.    Tijr     A    \T  i     vf..    w..r»^^^v  Volunteers— Instruction  Grants,  Mar.  .s\ 

(;>*.  Mr.  A.  Moore  ;  As.  Mr.  Brodnck,  ' 

War     Office— Intelligence     Department, 
Report  Presented,  Mar.  19,  1163,  1174.  Defects  of,  etc.,  Mar,  :iO,  674. 


Vol.80.]  SESSION  1900.  L^M— San 

Mar,  5 — Mar.  21. 
Bussell,  Bt.  Hon.  T.  W.—Secretan/  to  Local   St.  Petersburg:,  Declaration  of 

Govenimnit  Bortrd  [Tyrone,  S.  ]  Explosive  Bullets,  Use  of  by  the  Boers 

Census  ((ireat  Britain)  BUI,  Com.  Mar.  J9,  Q-   Mr.   Orr-Ewing  ;    A.   Mr.   A.   J. 

1285.  Balfour,  Mar.  J,  22. 

Death       Certiticates  —  Complaints       in 

Coroners'  Courts,  Mar,  16, 1070.  I  Sale  of  Intoxicating  Liquors  on  Sunday 

Deportation  of  Irish  Paupers — Legislation,  Bill 

ilar.  16,  1075.  Petitions,  Mar.  5,  21  ;  Mar.  7,  265;  Mar. 

Friern   Bamet  Water  Supply,  Mar.    19,  S,  366;   Mar.   .9,  478;    Mar.    IJ,  567; 

1188.  Mar,  Li,  723  ;  Mar.  U,  822,  823  ;  Mar, 

Hou.sing  of  the  Working  Cla^vses  Act,  1890  ^^.^  ^^,>  ^^:  ^^^^^^  ^^9  ^^'  ^^^^  ' 

-Number  of    PersonH    Displaced    and  ^*^^''-  "''^  ^^02;  Mar.  >l,  1362. 

Provided    for,  etc.— Return    Mar.    M    ^  ,       «,         .       .       ,.  ^  ., , 

588.  Sale  of  Intoxicating  Liquors  to  Onildren 

Old  Age  Pensions  Bill,  2k.,  Mar.  7,  325.  (No.  2)  Bill 

Vagrants'  Children  Protection  Bill,  2r.,  ""*  CW^^WVir!  i^,  696. 

Mar,  19,  128  i. 

2      .  Sale  of  Intoxicating  Liquors  toi  Children 

Aussia  Bills 

Bokhara,  Amir  of— Grants  of  Land  in  the  „    -^^  n^       r  c%^      ir       ^  inn     \r 

Upper    Courses   of    the    Oxus    to  ^^"^'^'^' "^^^ '  '^V^^ '3*'' ,,5' ^ 

Russia  '  7,    265 ;    Mar.    8,    366 ;   Mar.  9,    478 ; 

Q.  Mr.  G.  Bowles  ;  A.  Mr.  Bn>drick,  ,  J^'*'   ^^^  ^^^^^2^  ^\l^  '  /f  "I'n//* 

If/fj.   ^  ^f^  '  822 ;    Mar.    15,    902 ;    Jfar.    lb,    1061  ; 

^^^''Y;  ,    f  ».u  1  ^«'*-    ^'^^   1^72,    1173;    Mar  JO,   1302; 

Cape    Spartel    International    Lighthouse  '  Mar.  21,  1362. 

Convention,  Accession  of  Russian  Em-  , 
pire    to— Copy   of    Proems- Verlial   Pre-  ' 

sented,  Mar,  5,  3, 22.  Sale  of  Intoxicating  Liquors  to  Children 

Coal    Crisis  —  Trade    Report    Presented,  i  (Scotland)  BiU 

Mar,  16,  1029.  r.  iR.*  Mar.  16,  1077. 

Indo-European       Telegraph       Company, 

Ri^sian  Convention  Salisbury,    Marquess  of—P/^me   Minister 

^•,.      .,  *"    ^?*®^"'«^-     ^^^*^    ^'-  «wrf    Secretary  of    State    for    Foreirin 

Hamilton,  Mar.  /J,  920.  Affairs 

Persia— Railway  ConHtruction  by  Russia,  Delagoa  Bay  Railway  Arbitration  Award, 

Lease  of  Bunder  Abbas  ^elay,  Mar.  0,  475! 

Q,  Mr.  G.  Bowles;  ^.  Mr.  Brodrick,  ....          ^        r»             rx  i      •     i>  *  .• 

Mar.  5,  35.  Parlianientary  Papers    Delay  in  Pnntuig 

_  -                 -^  ,                            .    .          ^  London  University  Statutes—"  Tyranny 

Telegmms,    Delays    m    trauHmission    of  of  the  Parliamentary  Printer,"  Mar.  16, 

Telegrams  via  Newcastle  1051. 

Q,    Mr.   A.   G.  H.   Gibbs  ;    A,    Mr.  ,,          t  ^      i     jx    ly  ^     s.-         ri         j 

Hanbuiy,  Mar.  6,  39.  Pauncefote,  -Lord    Retention    of   beyond 

•^  his  period  of  Office,  Mar.  8,  343. 

'         Youthful  Offenders  Bill,  Corn.,  Mar,  12, 
Butherford,  lir.  J.  [Lancashire,  Darwen]  558,  560. 

Yeomanry,  Mar.  16,  142. 

'  Salmon  Fisheries  (Ireland)  Acts  Amend- 
Saddles  mentBiU 

Bohemian  Saddles-British  Purchase  for  "^'^^'^  ^^'*''*  ^^'»  ^^'^• 

South  Africa,  alleged  «  i    »,     «.   «    m.  it      i  .      t  • 

Q,  Dr.  Tanner  ;  AZ  Mr.  J.  P.   Wil-    Samuel,  Bir.  H.  S.  [Tower  Hamlets,  Lime- 
liams,  Mar,  U,  577.  XiOXis^^ 

Volunteers — Retirement  of   Commanding 
at.  'w\ :j»    -r*   •!  /Av      J  ^^  T>i^«  Officers,  Extension  of  Service,  Mar,  5, 

St.  David  s  Bailway  (Abandonment)  Bill  33. 

r.  Ordered,  Mar,  14,  821. 

1K.»  Maj'.  15, 899.  i  ,  *,  X  rc^^.  w  . 
p                .  /.  ^li    *        r       J  .     o.     J      Samuel,  Bir.  J.  [Stockton] 

Examiners'  Certihcate  referred  to  Stand-  ,,  .,       „     •  .    .•            it          ^-       o-n 

ing  Orders  Committee,  Mar,  6,  165-  *^^",?®^^^±**Il*°'*  Inspection  Bill, 

Order  Discharged,  Mar.  12,  546.               •  ^^  ^'^^'  ^'  '^»  ^92. 

Standing  Orders  to  be   Dispensed  with,  '  ^?±'P*^  Trading  Committee,  Mar.  SI, 

Mar,  13,721.                                              1  ^*29. 

I  San  Ifarino 

St.  Patrick's  Day  ^  Extradition    Treaty-Order    in    Council 

Wearing  of  the  Slianirock,  Svr  Shamrock.  ^  Presented,  Mar.  ^16,  1030, 1062. 

71 


San— Sco] 

Sandhurst 

Cadets,  Sec  Army — Coiuiius.sionh. 

Sandhurst,  Lord 

Took  the  Oath,  Mar.  6\  333. 

Sassoon,  SirE.  [Hythe] 

Indo-European  Telegraph  (/onipany — Rus- 
sian Convention,  Mar.  AT,  920. 

Pacific  Cable  Scheme,  Effect  of  Cape  to 
Australia  Scheme  on.  Mar.  hi,  733. 

Sassoon  and  Company 

Customs  House  Claims  against  Persia 
y.  Mr.   Yer burgh  ;  A.   Mr.   Drodrick, 
Mar.  M),  1311. 

Savory,  Sir  J.  [Wesbmorelaml,  Ai)pleby] 

Eton     l^nion     Workhouse — Fatfility     to 
Child,  Mar.  Jo\  737. 

Saxony 

Anti-Britisli  Demonstrations 

Q.    Mr.    Talbot;    A.    Mr.    lirodrick, 
Mar.  15,  918. 

Scandinavia 

Telegrams — Delays     in    Trannmission    of 
Telegrams  via  Newcastle 
Q.  Mr.  A.  G.  H.  Gibbs ;  A.  Mr.  Han- 
bury,  Mar.  J,  39. 

Scarborough 

Pro-Boer      Disturbance.s,      Damage      to 
Property,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  P.  O'Brien  ;  A.  Sir  K.  Webster, 
Mar.  13,  927  ;  Debate,  940. 

Schwann,  Mr.  C.  E.  [Manchester,  N.J 

Manchester  Post  Office  Employees'  Griev- 
ances, Mar.  7.7,  924. 

Mid  wives  (iill,  2r.,  Mar.  .'/,  336. 

School  Board  Elections 

Scotland— Voting  Disqualifications,  Legis- 
lation 
^.  Mr.  Weir  :   A.  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour, 
Mar.  /.^  593. 

School  Board  Elections  (London)  Bill 

Petition,  Mar.  W,  i:^02. 

Science  and  Art  Department 

Secondary    Schools,  (i rants  for— llegula- 
tion  of  Conditions 
^.  Mr.  McKenna;   A.  Sir  J.  (Joi-st, 
Mar.  S,  394. 

Scotland 

Sevretarp — Rt.    Hon.    Lord    Balfour  of 

Burleigh. 
Lord  Advocate — lit.  Hon.  A.  (i.  Murray. 

Aberdeenshire,  St'c  that  Title. 


INDEX. 
Mar.  5 — Mar.  21. 
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Scotland— CO?//. 

Agricultural     Holdings     Bill— Suggested 
Separate  Bill  for  Scotland 
Q.  Dr.  Farqnharson ;   A.  Mr.   A.  J. 
Balfour,  Mar,  20,  1312. 

Airdrie  Volunteers,  disbanding 

O.  Mr.  J.  Wilson,  Mar.  16,  1141. 

Avoch,  Ross-shire,  Loss  of  Fishing  Boats 
during     Storm — Grant-in-aid      for 
Harbour  proposed 
i^.  Mr.  Weir;  A.  Mr.  A.  G.  Murray, 
Mar.  6,  213. 

Bee-keeping — Number    of    Hives    distri- 
buted, etc. 
Q.  Mr.  Weir;  A.  Mr.  A.  G.  Muit»v, 
Mar.  .JO,  1316. 

Bills  relating  to,  See  their  Titles. 

Birtlis,  Marriages,  and  Deaths — Kegistrar- 
Cf eneraFs  lieport  Presented,  Mar.  U,  466, 
479. 

Congested   Dlstrictn  Board,  Exi»euditure 
and  Administrative  Charges 
Q.  Mr.  Weir;  -^4.  Mr.  A.  G.  Murray, 
Mar.  13,  739. 

Deer  Forests,  Valuation — Information  with 
reference  to  Acreage,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  Weir ;  A.  Mr.  A.  G.  Murray, 
Mar.  6,  213. 

Dingwall  Barrack  Accommoilation 

Q.  Mr.  Weir  ;  ^.  Mr.  J.  P.  Williams, 
Mar.  12,  581. 

Fine    or     Imprisonment     Act — Date     of 
coming  into  Operation,  etc. 
Q.  Sir  C.  Cameron  ;  -4.  Mr.  Atkinson, 
Mar,  JO,  1318. 

Fishery  HarlM)urs,  For  Collective  heading 
see  Piers  and  Harbours. 

Fraserburgh  and  St.  C-onibs  Light  Railway 
— Application  for  Treasury  Cirant, 
etc. 
Q.    Mr.    Buchanan ;  -.4.    Mr.   Rit^rhie, 
Mar.  IS,  m. 

General  Assembly  of  the  Church  of  Scot- 
land— Religious  Census,  Petition,  Mar. 
S,  337. 

Government  Contracts — CompaDttive  Out- 
lay in  the  Three  Kingaoms  ^ 
Q.  Sir  H.   Campbell -Bannennan  ;  .4. 
Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Mai\  JO,  1319. 

Inebriate  Reformatories  —  Regulations 
Presented,  Mar.  i),  466,  479. 

Lighthouses  on  the  Coast 

Expenditure  on  Maintenance  of  minor 
Lighthouses,  etc. 
Q.   Mr.   Weir;    A.    Mr.    A.    ii. 
Murray,  Mar.  Id,  738. 

Tiumi>an  Heail  Lighthouse,  Date  of 
(^impletion,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.    Weir;    A.   Mr.    Ritchie, 
Mar.  JO,  1312. 

Lunatic  Asylums 

jpl 

Royal  Lunatic  Asylums  Boards 


Parish    Councils — Representation   on 
Royal  Lu 
Q.    Mr.    Weir;    A.    Mr.    A.    G. 
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Murray,  Mar.  16,  1071. 

Private     Patients  —  Accommodation 
for  Poorer  class 
Q.  Mr.     Weu:;    .1.    Mr.    A.    G. 
Murray,  Mar.  16.  1(>72. 

\cont. 


Vol,  80.]  SESSION   1900.  [Sco— Sha 

Mar,  5 — Mar.  21. 

Scotland— co'i^  i  Scott,  lir.  C.  P.  LLancashire,  Leigh] 

Mallaig  Railway  Ext^jnsion,  Date  of  Com-  ,  *'  Stop-the-War"  and  Pn»-Boer  Meetings — 

pletion  Disturbances  directed  against  the  Oppo- 

y.  Mr.  Weir;  ^.   Mr.   Kitchie,  Mnr.  nents  of  the  War — Right  of  Free  Speech, 

16 y  1071.  Mar,  15,  981. 

Old  Slaines^  Migration  of  Fishing  Popula-  '-,     xx'i.fTr'j        .ti     j        jt-i?     a 

tion  for  want  of  Fishery  BTarbour        Scottish  Widows   Fund   and  Life  ASSUT- 
Q.   Mr.    Buchanan  ;    A.    Mr.    A.    G.  ^^^  Society  Bill 

Murray,    Mar,   19,    1191;     O.  Mr.  /.  Rep.*  Mar.  ti,  \m, 

Buchanan,  Mar.  20,  1348.  3R.*  Mar.  li\  546. 

i»ai ish  Trust  Accounts- -Local  Government  ^-  ^^'*  "'^f '  *  /'^^  ^^-     , .    ,     ., .     , , 

Board  requiring  Publicity  ^^f^""^  ^^'^^^'*'*  Compheil  with,  Mar.  10, 


Q.    Mr.    Crombie ;    .1.    Mr.    A.    (i. 
Murray,  Mar  S,  390. 


1164. 


Seamen 

Piiuper  StotLstio,.  Parishes  neglecting  to  ,  Advance  Notes-Prohibition  of,  in  United 

puDlisn  Statps 

q.    Mr.    Crombie;     A.    Mr.     A.    G.  OMr  Runciinan  •    1    Mr    Brodrick 

Murray,  Mar.  S,  390.  Mar  /"  5^    '                 tinxincK, 

Poor  Law  Amendment  Act— Petition  for  . 

Alteration  of  Law,  Mar.  5,  21.                  '  Sea  Power 

Port  Ness  Harbour  Works  Ignoring  Influence  of,  in  regani  to  Militar>' 

Q.  Mr.  Weir;  A.  Mr.  A.  G.  Murray,  Arrangements 

Mar  ^0,  1317.  Colomb,  Sir  J.,  on,  Mar  //,  663  ;  Mar. 

Poultry  -  breeding  —  Congested    Districts  * 

Wrd's    Expert,  Distribution    of  Secondary  and  Technical  Education 

Sittings  of  fciggs,  etc. 

V.  Mr.  Weir ;  X  Mr.  A.  G.  Murray,  Graiits              ,  ,_,,       .*     cj         , 

Mar,  6  214.  Science  and  Art  Grants  for  Seeondary 

Private  Legislation  Procedure  Act,  1899—  tions 

Number    of     Applications     under  ^^  m^,  M*Kenna ;  A.  Sir  J.  Goi-st, 

Section  2,  etc.                                       ,  Mar.  S  394 

Q.  Mr.  J.  Ellis ;  A.  Mr.  A.  G.  Murray,  ^,    ^.  ^,       '    *.  ^   '      ,    ,    ,  ^ 

Af/»v    T  ^  Scottish  Districts  Excluded  from 

mm.  o,  ^.  ^  ^.^  ^,   Wedderlmrn  ;  A.  Mr. 

^^  ,f   .                .  o                  »      w,  A.  G.  Murray,  Mar.  15, 931. 
Carlo  way  and  Stonioway  Road  Con- 
struction               .    ,.   jut      .  Seely,  Mr.  C.  H.  [Lincoln] 

V.Mr.  Weir;  J.Mr.  A.  G.  Mur-  T  ,     ^            m    •   •          r   rv«:           i>    •    i 

rav  3fa>*  ^6*  1073  \  olunteers— Traming  of  Officer.^,  Period 

,  .      .,     *    J.        '     .,       L.     J  of  Camp  Training,  etc.,  Jicw.  7<;,  1125. 

(Jrant  in  aid   of  dis-turnpike    Road,,  __                  ._       .^.  ,,,o 

Highways  taken    over  by  Burghs  Yeomanry,  iVnr. /6,  1113. 

rot  entitled  to  claim  on  the  Grant  ^  _,            «    ,     ^ 

{See  Errata).                                \  Selbome,  Earl  of 

School  Board  Elections -Voting  Disquali-  '  RaUwavs-State  and  Private  lUilways  of 

fication.  Legislation  South    iUncan    Republic    and   Orange 

V.  Mr.  Weir  f  A.   Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  fj^e  State,  Capital  Value,  etc. -Return, 

Mar.  U,  593.  ^^''  *»  ^1* 

Secondary    Education      Grant— Districts  Seton-Karr,  Bir.  H.  [St.  Helens] 

.  ^^^l^^^r^??"  1^®  ^™^*'\®/^  .   ,.    I  Military  Proposals  of    the"  (iovemment, 

q.  SirW.  Wedderburn  ;  .4.  Mr.  A.  G.  Mar  1*  665 

.      „^u™y,.V«r.i5,931.  ^^^    Prai^tice' -  Lesson    of    the    South 

Small  Holdincs  Schemes  African  War,  etc..  Mar.  U,  665. 
Island  of  Bemera 

y.    Mr.    Weir;  ^4     Mr.    A.   G.  ghamrock 

Murray,  Mar.  JO,  1316.  oiuwuxvwl                                       e*     i.  .  •  i  > 

,,        . .  Irish  Soldiers  wearmg   on  St.    Patrick  s 

Ross-shire  Day-Ouoen's  ( )nler 

^\c             w    ^  /.  TOW    •  a  Mr.  J   Iteilmond,  J/fO.  .V,  402. 

Murray,  Mar.  hi,  738.  ,                    .  .,,. 

,«  ,     ,         ij      •        T  ^          *•        f  ii  (Jrantof  an  extra  shilling  to  Troops, 

relephoue  Senice  —Interruption  of  Com-  uronosed 

munication  with  Dundee  »   ^*  j^j^  p  ^^  ,5^^^^  .  ^,    ^^i^.  j.  p. 

V.   Sir  J.   Leng ;    A.   Mr.  Hanbury.  ^  Williams,  Mar.  U,  482. 
i>/ar.  ^,40. 

Irish  Sailors  in  the  Navy. 

Universities  Act — Separation  of  Teaching  Q,    Mr.    P.    O'Brien;    A.    Mr. 

of  Medical    Jurisprudence  and    Public  Goechen,  Mar.  9,  482. 

f/rn^t^SK'Sf^rA.'^   ""'"^""^  Suppb^^f^Shau^rock   by   the    War 

Vaccination— Report  Presented,   Mar.  9,  Q.  Mr.  P.  O'Brien;  J.  Mr.  J.  P 

446, 479.                                                      I  Williams,  Mar.  9, 481. 
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c.  2R.,  Mar.  19,  1165. 
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Shaw,  Bir.  T.  [Ha>vick  Burghs] 

Sunday    Closing    (Monmouthshire)    Bill, 
2R.,  Mar.  14,  857. 

Sheep  Worrying 

Legislation 

Q.  Sir  W.  Wedderburu  ;  A .  Mr.  Long, 
Mar.  /J,  925. 

Sheffield  District  Bailway  BiU 

/.  Committed,  Mar.  9,  465. 

Sheriff's  Accounts 

Treasury  Warrant  Presented,  Mar.  6',  167, 
199. 


Shetland 

Volunteers 

to  Establish  Local  Force 
Q.  Sir  E.  Lyell ;  A.  Mr.  J.  P.  Wil 
lianis,  Mar.  15,  917. 


Application  for  Periiiiesion 
blish 


Shillelagh  Union 

Hospital  Nurse 

Q.  Mr.  J.  U'('o»nor;   .1.   Mr.   Atkin- 
son, Mar.  JO,  1321. 

Shipping 

See  Merchant  Shipping. 

Shop  Hours  Acts  Amendment  Bill 

c.  1R.»  Mar.  7,  331. 

Shops  Bill 

c.  2k.*  Mar.  0',  263. 

Shops  (Early  Closing)  Bill 

Petition,  Mar.  5,  21. 

Siam 

Bangkok-Khorat  Railway  Contract— Eng- 
lish Firm's  Dispute  with  Siamese 
Government 
Q.  Sir  C.  DUke;   A.  Mr.  Brodrick, 
Mar.  16,  1067. 

Simeon,  Sir  J.  S.  B.  iHouthamiitonj 

Volunteers  in  Ordnance  Survej*  ( Wlice,  Pay 
of,  when  in  Camp,  etc..  Mar.  20,  1309. 

Simonstown 

Dutch  Subjects  of  the  Queen  in  Custody, 
See  South  African  War. 

Sinclair,  Oapt.  [Forfarshire] 

Census  (Great  Britain)  Bill,  2r.,  Mar.  9, 
603;  Com.,  Mar.  15,  1001,  1007,  1009, 
1018  ;  Mar.  19,  1284. 

Compulsory  Military  Service,  Mar.  IJ, 
658. 
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clair,  Capt.— ro//^ 

Defence  of  the  Empire — Colonies  partici- 
pating in,  Mar.  U,  662. 

Military  proposals  of  the  Government — 
Increase  in  Military  Expenditure,  etc. 
Mar.  U,  658 ;  Mar.  IS,  793. 

Military  Rejponsibility,  Increase  in,  Mar. 
IS,  799. 

Kecruiting — Report  of  Inspector  General 
Mar.  IS,  728. 

South  African  War — Press  Censorship, 
Officer  exercising.  Authority  Responsible 
for  Censorship,  etc.,  Mar.  5,  371, 372. 

Volunteers  -Artillery,  Training,  Provision 
of  Horses,  etc..  Mar.  19,  1179. 

West  Indian  Agricultural  Conference — 
Publication  of  Report,  Mar.  19,  1180. 


Sinclair,  Bir.  L.  [Essex,  liomfordj 

Military  Proposals  of  the  Government — 
MiliUry  Drill  in  Schools— Rifle  Clubs, 
etc..  Mar.  12,  655. 


Sinking  Fund 

Suspension  of — Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer's Budget  Statement,  Mar.  5,  74. 

Sinnott,  Myles 

Case  of 

Qs.  Mr.  J.  Connor,  Mr.  J.  Richmond ; 
As.  Mr.  Atkinson,  Mar.  9,  493. 

Sittings  and  Adjournments  of  the  House 

Exemption  from  Standing  Order  (Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means)  Motion 
(Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour),  Mar.  5,  52. 


Skeritt  Estate 

Delay  in  Sales  of  Land 

Q.  Mr.  W.  Redmond  ',  A.  Mr.  Atkin- 
son, Mar.  19,  1194. 

Slave  Raiding 

Nigeria — Administration  under  Imperial 
C*ovemment 
Q.  Mr.  Hazell ;  A.  Mr.  J.  Chamber- 
lain, Mar.  rj,  586. 

Sligo 

Ne^v  Member  for  North  Division  Sworn, 
Mar.  20,  1325. 

Small  Holdings 

Island  of  Bemera  Scheme 

Q.  Mr.  Weir;  A.  Mr.  A.  G.  Murray, 
Mar.  20,  1316. 

Ross-shire  Scheme 

Q.  Mr.  Weir;  A.  Mr.  A.  G.  Murray, 
Mar.  13,  738. 

Smith,  Bir.  A.  H.  [Christchurch] 
Yeomanry,  Mar.  16,  1112. 
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Smith,  lir.  J.  P.  [Lanark,  Partick] 

Budget — War  Loan,  etc.,  Mar.  6\  253. 

Electoral  Disabilities  (Military  Service), 
Bill,2K.,3/rtr.  5,411. 

Smith,  lir.  S.  LFlint»hire] 

Church  Almanack — Affixing  to  Wall  of 
Church  C'oppenhall  Board  School,  etc.. 
Mar,  5,  43. 

UeliffiouH  Emblems  in  Heusall  National 


Sch( 


School,  Mar,  IJ,  588. 

Smith,  lir.  W.  F.  D.  [Strand,  Westminster] 

Yeomanry— Training,  Grants,  etc..  Mar. 
16,  1107. 

Soames,  lir.  A.  W.  [Norfolk,  S.] 

Foot  and  Mouth  Disease  Regulations  in 
Norfolk,  Mar.  13,  735. 

liiHe  Ranges — Land  Reciuirements  and 
Dimensions  of  Ranges,  Mar,  15,  915. 

South  African  War — Promotions  from  the 
Ranks,  Mar.  15,  910. 

Woolwich  Cadets,  (inns  for  Drill  i*ur- 
poses,  Mar.  15,  915. 

Soame's  Museum 

Statement  of  Funds  Presented,  Mar,  S, 
337, 367. 

South  African  Bepublics 

Railways — State  and  Private  Railways, 
Capital  Value,  etc..  Return — Motion 
(Earl  of  Camperdo>vn),  Mar.  if,  337. 

South  African  War 

Ambulance  Service  Volunteers— Medical 
Examination,    Maxuuum    Height, 
etc. 
Q.  SirW.  Foster;  A.  Mr. Wyndliam, 
Mar.  16,  1063. 

Ambulance  Wagons— Inferiority  to  Boer 
Wagons 
Q.  Mr.  Hedderwick ;   A.  Mr.  J.   P. 
Williams,  Mar.  1:^,  674. 

References  to  in  Debate  on  the  Esti- 
mates, Mar.  16,  1081,  1085,  1094, 
1095. 

Anti-British  Demonstrations  in  Saxony 

Q.  Mr.  Talbot;  A.  Mr.  Brodrick, 
Mar  15,  918. 

Army  Commissions 

Distribution     among     British     and 
Colonial  Volunteers 
O.  Sir  J.  Colomb.  Mar.  19,  1269. 

Promotions  from  the  Ranks,  Number 
of  Commissions 

Q.   Mr.   Soames ;   A,   Mr.  J.  P. 
Williams,  Mar.  15,  910. 

Australasian  Contingents 

Bushmen    Contingent,    Request    for 
further  Contingent-  Cost,  etc. 
Q,    Mr.    W.  Redmond;    A.    Mr. 
Chamberlain,  Mar,  6,  202. 
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South  African  War-^o»^. 

Australasian  Contingents — cont. 

Mounted  Troops,  Number  of,  etc. 
Q,  Sir  J.  Fergusson  ;  A.  Mr.  J. 
Chamberlain,  Mar,  15,  907. 

Pay,  Rate  of — Imperial  Government 
Defraying,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  W.  Redmond;  A,  Mr. 
Brodrick,  Mar.  6,  2C1  ;  Q.  Mr. 
W.  Redmond;  A,  Mr.  J.  P. 
Williams,  Mar.  8, 373 ;  Qs,  Mr. 
W.  Redmond,  >Ir.  Buchanan ; 
As.  Mr.  J.  Chamberlain,  Mar. 
12,  571. 

Bedford  Mounted    Infantry,    Insufficient 
Number  of  Horses,  etc..  Supplied 
Q.    Capt.   Norton ;    A.    Mr.    J.    B. 
Williams,  Mar,  5,  28. 

Bloemfontein — Surrender  of  3,000  Boers 
Q.  Mr.  Lloyd-George;  A,  Mr.  J.  P. 
Williams,  Mar,  VJ,  727. 
Boer  Prisoners,  See  subheading  Prisoners. 

Bullets — Explosive  Bullets,  Use  of,  by  the 
.B«ers— Declarat.on  of  St.   Peters- 
burg 
Q.  Mr.  Orr-Ewmg ;  J.  Mr.  A.  J.  Bal- 
four, Mar,  5,  22. 

Bushmen  Contingents,  See  sub-headings 
Australasian  Contingents,  and  New 
Zealand  Contingents. 

Carrington,  Sir  F. — Appointment 

08,  Mr.  Buchanan,  Mr.  Wyndliam, 
Mar,  16,  1149  ;  Sir  H.  Campbell- 
Bannerman,  1153. 

Casualties,  Notification  of,  to  Relatives- 
Case  of  Kierman 
Q,   Mr.  Duckworth  ;    A,   Mr.  J.   P. 
Williams,  Mar.  15,  909. 

Clothing  for  the  Troops — Warm  Clothing 
sent  out  to  South  Africa 
Os.  Earl  of  Leven  and  Melville,  Mar- 
quees of  Lansdowne,  Mar,  S,  344. 

Colonial  Contingents 

Australasian  Contingents,  New 
Zealand  Contingents,  See  thoHe  sub- 
headings. 

Commissions — Similar     Commission 
to  that  of  Volunteer  Officers, 
etc. 
y.    Mr.    Giles;  A.    Mr.   J.     P. 
Williams,  Mar.  U,  481. 

Number  of  Men  from  each  Colony — 
Cost.,  etc. 
y.  Mr.  Hedderwick  ',A,  Mr.  J.  P. 
Williams,  Mar,  1^,  572. 

Regimental   Titles   and    Officers    in 
Command 
y.  Mr.  Yerburgh  ;  A.  Mr.  J.  1*. 
WUliams,  Mar.  S,  372. 

Telegrams,  Reduction  of  Charges- 
Extending  concession  to 
Colonial  Troops 
Oa.  Lord  Strathcona  and  Mount 
Royal,  Marquess  of  Lansdowne, 
Mar,  SO,  1298. 

Total  Number  of  Men,  etc.— Mr. 
Wyndhwn's  Statement,  Mar.  IS, 
602. 

West  Indies,  See  that  sub-heading. 

[cont. 
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South  African  Wsx—cont. 

Colonial  Local  Force«,  Coet  of — Kate  of 
Paj,  Higher  Rate  than  the 
British  Forces,  etc. 
Os.  Mr.  Wyndham,  ^far,  IJ,  603 ; 
Sir  C.  Dilke,  626 ;  Mr.  Lloyd- 
George,  Mar.  19,  1267. 

Vote  for — Explanation 

Q.   Sir  C,   Dilke;  A.  Mr.  J.  P. 
Williams,  ^far.  J  J,  573. 

Comforts  for  the  Troops,  Sec  Sub-heading 
Gifts  for  the  Trooiw. 

Conduct  of  the  War,  Military  Proposals, 
etc. — Mr.  Wyndam's  Statement,  Miv\ 
IS,  602. 

Contraband  of  War,  Sir  that  Title. 

Convalescent  Homes,  Offers  of  Uo8pit4ility 
to  Invalided  Soldiers— Soldiers'  Pre- 
ference for  going  home 
Otf.  Earl  Carriugton,  Marquess  of  Lan;-- 
dowue,  Mar.  iJ,  550. 

Cost  and  Finance  of  the  War 

Budget  Statement,  Mar.  .",  53. 

Colonial  Contribution 

Q.    Mr.   W.    Redmond ;     vl.    Sir 
M.  Hicks  Beach,  Mar.  S,  374. 

Crimean     War     Exi)enditure    Com- 
parison 
0.  Sir  M.   Hicks  Beach,  Mar.  J, 
68. 

Loan  [£35,000,000]— Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer's  Statement,  Mar.  J, 
75;  Com.,  Mar.  0,  223;  Rep., 
Mar.  7.  328. 

Amount  subscribed.  Nationality 
of  Subscribers  and  System 
of  Allotment 
Q.  Sir  J.  Leng ;  A.  Sir  M. 
Hicks  BcacTi,  Mar.  JO, 
1176. 

Loiin  Bill,  See  Title   War  Loan 
Bill. 

Metho<l  of  Raismg  War  Expen- 
diture, etc. 
Deltttte  on  the  Finance  Bill, 
Mar.  UK  1200. 

Preference  to  Applications  made 
by  British  Subjects 
Q.    Mr.    Bird;    A.    Sir    M. 
Hicks  Beach,  Mar.  7 J,  917. 

Republics  Should  Bear  the  Expenses 
of  the  War 
O.  Mr.  J.  Wilson,  Mar.  .7, 105. 

Taxation  v.  Loan— Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer's  Statement,  Mar.  J,  65. 

Total  Estimated  War  Expenditure-  - 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer's  State- 
ment, Mar.  .»,  64. 

Wyndham's,  Mr.,  Statement,  Mar.  12, 
602. 

Cronje,  General — Imprisonment  on  Board 
Ship 
Q.  Mr.  W.  Redmond;  A.  Mr.  Brod- 
rick,  Mar.  6,  200. 

Death  Duties  and  Soldiers*  Estates— Non- 
commissioned Officers 
Qs.  General  Russell;  As.  Sir  M.  Hicks- 
Beach,  Mar.  U,  1dO;Mar.  lU,  1184, 
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Mar.  5 — Mar.  21. 

:  South  African  War— con<. 

Dutch  Subjects  kA  the  Queen  in  Custody 
Arrest  without  Charge,  etc.,  alleged 
Q.  Dr.  Tanner;  A.  Mn  J.  Cham- 
berlain, Mar.  12,  570. 

Habeas    Corpus,    Writ   of.    Military 
Authorities  Obeying 
Q.  Mr.  Courtney  ;  A,  Mr.  J.  P. 
Williams,  Mar.  S,  369. 

Release  of  Prisoners 

^.  Mr,  Courtney;  A.  Mr.  Cham- 
berlain, Mar.  15,  910. 


Eighth  Division,  Sec  Sul)-heading  Rein- 
forcements. 

Expenditure,  See  Sub-heading   Cost  and 
Finance  of  the  War. 

Force  Necessary  to  Garrison  South  Africa 
after  the  War 
Q.  Mr.  Buchanan ;  A,  Mr.  J.  P. 
Williams,  Mar.  J,  24. 

Employment  of  Colonial  Troope 
0.  Mr.  Buchanan,  Mar.  IJ,  791. 

Gifts  for  the  Troops 

Delay  in  Distribution 

y.  Mr.Coghill;y|.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
Mar.  16,  1064. 

Gatliff,  Mr.  Hamilton,  Dbtiibution  of 
Gifts  by,  etc..  Mar.  9,  480,  481. 

Ciuns 

Bohemian    Guns,     Purchase    of,    by 
the  British,  alle|i;ed 
Q.   Dr.   Tanner;   A.   Mr.   J.    P. 
Williams,  Mar,  i4f,  677. 

Coast  Defence  Guns  sent  to  South 
Africa 
Q.  Mr.  M*Kenna;   A.  Mr.  J.  P. 
Williams,  Mar.  15,  912. 

Defective  Field  Guns,  caused  by  the 
use  of  Cordite 
Q.  Captain  Norton ;  A.  Mr.  J.  P. 
Williams,  Mar.  5,  26. 

Number  of  Guns  to  every  thousand 
men 
0.  Mr.  Wyndham,  Mar.  13,  812. 

Supply  for  making  up  three  Army 
Corps 
0.  Sir  C.  Dilke,  Mar.  U,  629. 

Heroism  of  the  Troops 

Wounded  Soldiers— Mr.  Treves's  Tri- 
bute 
0.    Dr.    Farquliarson,    Mar,    16, 
1079. 

Wyndham,  Mr.,  on.  Mar.  14,  605. 

Horses 

Basuto  Ponies,  Otter  to  Purcliase 
Qs.     General     Russell,     Sir     J. 
Colomb  ;  As.  Mr.  J.  P.  Williams, 
Mar.  8,  370,  371. 

Intelligence  Department  of  the  War 
Office  and  the  Supply  of  Horses 
Q.  Sir  J.  Colomb;    A.   Mr.  J.  P. 
Williams,  Mar.  5,371. 

Irish  Horses,  Purchase  of 

Qs.  Mr.  Lonsdale,  Captain 
Donelan,  Mr.  T.  M.  Healy ; 
As.  Mr.  J.  P.  Williams,  Mar.  S, 
377. 

\e(mi. 


Vol.  80.] 


South  African  Wax  -*^oiif. 

Horses — cont 

Purchase  of,  in  Great  Britain,  Ire- 
land, and  Foreign  Countries— 
NumberPurchased,  Complaints, 

etc. 

O.  Mr.  P.  O'Brien  ;  A.  Mr.  J.  P. 
Williams,  Mar.  9,  480. 

Transport  Service,  See  that  Title. 

Yeomanry,  See  that  Title. 

[uocnlatiou  against  Fever 

Keferences  to  In  Debate  im  the  r>ti- 
iiiates  Mffr.  IG,  lOHO,  1(»89,  Wm. 
1095. 

Intervention  —  United    States    Offer   to 
Mediate 
0.  Mr.  W.  Redmond  ;  A.  Mr.   A.  J. 
Balfour,  Mar.   ir,,  905 :  0.  Mr.  A\ . 
Redmond,  Mar.  ir>,  990. 

Invalided  Soldiei-s,  Treatment  on  leaving 
Netley  Hospital 
On.    Marquess    of    liansdowne,    Earl 
Carrington,    Karl    of    Northbrook, 
Mar.  /  ?,  548. 

Johannesburg,   Threatened     Destruction 
by  the  Boers 
Q.  Mr.  H.  Heaton  ;  ^.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham,  Mar.  20,  1304. 

Holding  President  Kruger  responsible 
Q.  Sir  A.  Hickman;  A.  Mr.  J.  ' 
Chamberlain,  Mar.  15,  909. 

Kimberley,   Defence    of  —  Mr.   Rhodes's 
Offer   of    Medals    to    the  Troops, 
alleged 
Q.  Mr.  D.  A.  Thomas:  A.  Mr.  J.  P. 
Williams,  Mar.  .9,  479. 

Kimberley  Mines— Preparations  for   Re- 
opening , 
Q.  Mr.  Flower :  A  Mr.  J.  Chamber- 
lain.  Mar.  12,  573. 

Ladysmith  ,  ^       ,     ,     i 

Contamination  of  Water  Supply  by 
the  Boers,  alleged  i 

Q.  Mr.  Lawrence;  A.  Mr.  J.  P.  i 
WUliams,  Mar.  /?,  570. 

Defence  of 

Medals  for  Officers  and  Men 

Q.  Mr.  Channing ;  A.  Mr. 
J.  P.  Williams,  Mar.  15, 
906. 

Naval  Brigade,  Public  Reception, 
proposed 
Q.  Mr.  Yerburgh ;  A.  Mr.  A. 
ChamberUin,  Mar.  fiO,\2M. 

lielief  Celebrations 

Belfast  Riots— Damage  done  to 
Roman  Catholic  Proi>erty 
Qh.  Mr.  Macaleese ;  As.  Mr. 
Atkinson,    Mar.    6,    217 ; 
Mar.  /A  593. 

Cambridge  Undorgrad  nates, 

( 'barges  against 
Q.  ('olonel  Pryoe  .Tnup>» ;  .1. 
SirM.  W.  Ridl«v,  Mar.  13, 
741. 
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Mar.  h—Mm-.  21. 

South  African  War  -cont. 
Ladysmith — cont. 

Relief  Celebrations— coii^. 

Coalisland  Riot 

Q.  Mr.  Doogan ;  A.  Mr.  Atkin- 
son, Mar.  8,  398. 


Portadown  Riots— Damage  done 
to  Roman    Catholic    Pro- 
perty, etc. 
Q.  Mr.  P.  O^Brien;  A.  Mr. 
Atkinson,  Mar.  6,  217. 

Magersfontein      Engagement  —  Fate    of 
Major     Mackenzie,     Mr.    Bisset's 
Statement 
Q.  Mr.  Weir ;  A.  Mr.  Brotlrick,  Mar. 

'  6\  200. 

Martial  Law  ^^   ^.  , 

Cape  Colony— Dbtricts  under  Martial 

Law 
Q.    Mr.    Humphrevs-Owen  ;    A. 
Mr.  J.  Chamberlain,  Mar.  12, 
569. 

Dutch  Subjects  of  the  Queen  in  Cus- 
tody,  See  that  Subheading. 

Medical  Condition  of  Troops— Arrival  of 
men  unfit  for  Service,  alleged 
0.  Mr.  Amold-Forster,  Mar.  16,  1082. 

Medical  Service 

Civilian  Doctors,  Pay,  eUi. 

Refereuces  to  in  Debate  on  the 
Estimates,  Mar.  iJ,  819  ;  Mar. 
16,  1084,  1088,  1090. 

Debate  on  the  Estimates,  Mar.  16, 
1078. 

Johannesburg  Nurses 

0.  Mr.  Bartley,  Mar.  16,  1094. 

Success  of 

O.   Dr.    Fan[uhar8on,    Mar.    16, 
1078. 

Members  of  both  Houses  Serving  in  South 
Africa — Return 
Q.  Mr.  P.  O'Brien ;  ^.  Mr.  J.  P. 
Williams,  Mar.  5,  25. 

Return  Ordered  (Lord  Windsor),  Mar, 
12,  561. 

Military  Law,  Administration 

Courts-Martial,    Provision    for    Ex- 
penses, etc. 
Q.  Mr.   H.  D.   Greene;   A.  Mr. 
Wyndham,  Mar.  20,  1306. 

De[)uty   Judge  Advocates  in   South 
Africa 
Q.  Mr,   H.  D.   Greene;   A.  Mr. 
Wyndham,  Mar.  16,  1065. 

Militia,  See  that  Title. 

Mules,  Purchase  of— Number  Purchased, 
Complaints,  etc. 
Q.    Mr.    P.  O'Brien;   A,   Mr.   J.  P. 
Williams,  Mar.  .9,  480. 

Naval  Brigade,  Return  to  England,  pro- 
posed Public  Reception 
Q.  Mr.  Yerburgh;  A.  Mr.  A.  Cham- 
Iierlain,  3Mr.  2(t,  i:«)4. 

New  /etiland  Contingeuts 

Bushmen  Contingent,  Offer  of 

Q.  Sir  J.   Fergusson;  A.  Mr.  J. 
Chamberlain,  Mar.  15, 907. 
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South  African  Wax— <"ow^. 

New  Zealand  Contingents — co7it. 

Mounted  Men,  Number  of — Cost,  etc. 

Q.  Sir  J.  Fergusson  J   A,  Mr.  J. 

P.  WiUiams,  Mar.  ii,  571  ;   Q. 

Sir  J.  Fergusson  ;   A.  Mr.  J. 

Chamberlain,  Mar.  15,  907. 

Nicholson's   Nek     Engagement — List    of 
Prisoners,  Private  Martin,  etc. 
Q.   Mr.   P.    O'Brien;    A.  Mr.   J.   P. 
Williams,  Mar.  6,  24. 

Officers* 

Cavalry  Officers — Number  of  Retired 
Captains  employe<l,  etc. 
Q.   Capt.   Norton ;  J.  Mr.  J.  P. 
Williams,  Mar.  Jo,  909. 

Generals  in  Command  who  have  not 
passed  through  the  Staft*  ('ol- 
lege 
Q.  Mr.  G.  Bowles;  A.  Mr.  Brod- 
rick.  Mar.  6,  203. 

l*aget'a  Horse— Delay  in  Departure  for  the 
Front,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  H.  Fester;  A.  Mr.  Brodriek 
Mar.  a,  202. 

Parcels 

Delay  in  Distribution 

Q.  Mr.  Coghill  ;    A.  Mr.   Wynd- 
ham,  Mar.  16,  10(54 

Postal  Rates — Reduction 

Q.  Mr.  Steadman ;   A.  Mr.  Han- 
bury,  Mar.  6,  201. 

Peace  Overtures — Presidents  Kruger's  and 
Steyn's  Proposals 
Qs.  Mr.  Foster,  Mr.  Dalziel ;  A.s. 
Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Mar.  12,  568, 
569  ;  Q.  Mr.  Channing  ;  A.  Mr. 
A.  J.  Balfour,  Mar.  h%  726. 

Correspondence  with  the  Presidents 
of  the  South  African  Republic 
and  the  Orange  Free  State,  Pre- 
sented, Mar.  13,  699,  724. 

Insufficient  Number  of  Copies  for 
Members 
Q.  Dr.  Tanner  ;  A.  Mr.  Brod- 
riek, Mar.  7.5,918. 

Salisbury's,  Lord,  Reply 

0.  3>Ir.  Labouchere,  Mar.  IS,  761. 

Petition  for  Cessation  of  Hostilities,  Mar. 
:>0,  1362. 

Potatoes  for  the  Troops — Purchase  of  in 
America,  alleged 
Q.  Sir  J.  Kinloch  ;  ^.  Mr.  J.  P.  Wil- 
liams, Mar.  1'2,  577. 

Prayers  for  the  Dead — Incluflion  in  the 
Intercession  Services 
Os.   Lord    Kinnaird,    Archbishop   of 
Canterbury,   Earl  of    Portsmouth, 
Mar.  9,  466. 

Press  Censorship 

Cape  Town  Newspaper,  Suppression 
of  Cablegram,  alleged 
Q.  Mr.  Channing;  A.  Mr.  J.  P. 
Williams,  Mar.  8,  374  ;  Q.  Mr. 
Lloyd-George  ;  A.  Mr.  J.  P. 
Williams,  Mar.  15,  906. 
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South  African  War  -rant. 

Press  Censorship — cont. 

Officer  exercising,  Authority  Respon- 
sible for  Censorship 
Q.S  Captain  Sinclair,  Dr.  Farnu- 
harson ;    As.    Mr.   J.    P.  Wil- 
liams, Mar.  8,  371. 

Prisoners 

Boer  Prisoners 

Cronje,  General,  5^ce  that  sub-head- 
ing. 

Imprisonment  on  Board  Ship — 
Removal  on  Shore,  pro- 
posed 
Q.  Mr.  P.  O'Brien  ;  A.  Mr. 
J.  I*.  Williams,  Mar.  S, 
368. 

Place  of  Custody 

Q.  Mr.  Scott-Montagu;  A. 
Mr.  Brodriek,  Mar.  (i,  200  ; 
Os.  Lord  Loch,  Marquess  of 
I^nsdowne,  Mar.  S,  347 

Colonial  Local  Prisoners,  Ill-treatment 
of,  by  the  Boers 
Q.  Mr.  Amold-Forster  ;  .4.  Mr. 
J.  P.  Williams,  Mar.  S,  368: 
Q.  Mr.  Laurence ;  A.  Mr.  J.  P. 
Williams,  Mar.  12,  570. 

Pro-lk)er  Meetings,  See  "Stop- the- War'" 
and  Pro-Boer  Meetings. 

Property 

Destruction  of   Private   Property  by 
the  Boers — Holding  President 
Kniger  Responsible 
Q.  Sir  A.  Hickman  ;  A.  Mr.  J. 
Chamberlain,  Mar  15,  909. 
War  Taxes,  Non-payment  of,  prior  to 
the  Outbreak  of  War— Confis- 
cation of  Farms,  alleged 
Q.    Mr.    Kimber ;    A.     Mr.     J. 
Chamberlain,  Mar.  5,  25. 

Provision  for  the  Campaign — Mr.  Wynd- 
ham's  Statement,  ^far.  12,  606. 

Reinforcements — Eighth  Division 
Artillery,  Mobilisation 

Q.  General  Russell ;  A.  Mr.  J.  P. 
Williams,  Mar.  S,  369. 

Manchester       and       Worcestershire 
Regiments 
Sending  out  further  Battalions 
fj.  General  Laune ;    A.  Mr. 
J.   P.  Williams,   Mar.   /.7, 
906. 
Strength  of  each  Battalion,  etc. 
Q.  General  Laurie;    A.  Mr. 
Wyndham,  iHar,  20,  1308. 

Relief  Funds  Committee,  See  Patriotic 
Fund. 

Rules  of  Warfare,  Boer  Disr^rd  for. 
See  sub-headings,  W^hite  Flag  Treachery; 
Property,  Descruction  of  ;  Johannes- 
burg, Threatened  Destruction  by  the 
Boers,  etc. 

Separation  Allowances 

Cost    of    Housing   and   Maintaining 
Families  of  Officers,  etc. — Proof 
of  Private  Means,  etc 
<?.  Mr.  Galloway;   A.  Mr.  J.  P. 
Williams,  Mar.  5,  29. 
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South  African  Wax  -miit. 

Separation  Allowances — cont. 

Marriage  without  Leave 

Qs.  Colonel  Welby,  Mr.  Gallo- 
way ;  As.  Mr.  J.  P.  Williams, 
Mar,  5,  28. 

Sick  and  Wounded 

Convalescent      Wounded  —  Number 
returned  to  the  Front 
Q.  Mr.  Wingfield-Digby  ;  A .  Mr. 
J.  P.  Williams,  Mar.  15, 910. 

French  So<»iety  for  affording  Aid  to 
the  Wounded— Gifts  to  British 
Woundea 
Q.   Mr.    Hazell  ;    A.    Mr.    J.   P. 
Williams,  Mar.  /./,  573. 

Heroism     of     the     Wounded  —  Mr. 
Treves's  Tribute 
O.   Dr.    Farquharson,    Mar.    Ifi, 
1079. 

"  Stop  the  War  "  and  Pro- Boer  Meetings, 
See  that  Title. 

Stormberg    and    Maeersfontein    Engage- 
ments, Despatches 
Qs.  Mr.  M.  Ferguson,  Major  Kasch  ; 
As.  Mr.  J.  P.    Williams,   Mar.  13 j 
726. 


South  Eastern   Metropolitan   Tramwasrs 
BiU 

e.  2r.*  Mar.  1^,  566. 

/.  Committed,  Mar.  9,  465. 

Instruction  to  Com.  [Mr.  Lough],  Mar. 
U,  566. 

South  Essex  Water  BiU 

/.  Committed,  Mar.  5,  3. 

South  Kensington  Museum 

Bucklaml  Fish  Collection,  Removal  of 
Q.   Sir  M.  Stewart ;  A.  Mr.    Hitchie, 
Mar.  W,  1187. 

Precaution  against  Fire— Erection  of  New 
Buildings 
Q.    Mr.    Emmott;     A.   Mr..   Akers 
Douglas,  Mar.  V,7,  742. 

South  Metropolitan  Gas  BiU 

Instruction  to  Com.^  Mar.  6,  189. 

South  Staffordshire  Tramways  BiU 

Petition,  Mar.  6',  165. 

Standing  Order  dlsi)ensed   with,  Mar,  5, 
333. 


Southport  and  Lytham  Tramroad  BiU 

Board  of  Trade  Kep.,  Mar.  .%  1300. 


Telegrams  to  SoUliers,  Reduction  of 
Charges  —  Eastern  Extension 
Telegraph   Company's  Conces- 

0**'^  o*f'Lichfield,  Lord  Stmth-   Southport  Extension  and  Tramways  BiU 


cona  and  Mount  Royal,  Duke 
of  Norfolk,  Lord  Tweedmouth, 
Marquess  of  Lansdowne,  Mar, 
6,  168,  170,  171,  172,  173;  Os. 
Earl  of  Lichfield,  MarqueHs  of 
Lansdowne,  Mar.  15,  896. 

Colonial  Troops,  Extending  Conces- 
sion to 
Os.  Lord  Strathcona  and   Mount 
Royal,  Marquess  of  Lansdowne, 
Mar.  20,  1298. 

Telegrams  from  the  Front 

Os.  Earl  of  Lichfield,  Marqueas  of 
Lansdowne,  Mar.  20,  1^98. 

Temperance    Soldiers,     Non-intoxicating 
Beverages  for 
Q.  Mr.  Weir;  A.  Mr.  .L  P.  Williams, 
Mar.  l.\  574. 

Transport  Service,  Sec  that  Title. 

Volunteers,  Sec  that  Title. 

West  Indies — OflFer  of  Contingents 

Q.  Mr,  ('aldwell ;  A.  Mr.  J.  Chamber- 
lain, Mar.  15,  908. 

White  Fla^  Treachery  by  the  Boers 

Qs.  Mr.  Platt-Hiffgins,  Mr.  Lucas- 
Shadwell ;  As.  ^fr.  Wyndham,  Mar, 
16,  1062. 

Wire  cutlers  for  the  Troops,  Number  sent 
out 
Q.  Mr.  NuHsey ;  A.   Mr.  J.  P.  WU- 
liams,  Mar,  IJ,  727. 


Yeomanry,  See  that  Title. 
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c.  Rep*  Mar.  15,  902. 

Souttar,  Bir.  E.  [Dumfriesshire] 

Budget— War  I.oan,  etc.,  Mar.  5, 106,  108. 

Census  (Great  Britain)  Bill,  Com..  Mar 
15,  1010. 

Sale  of  Intoxicating  Liquors  to  Children 
(No.  2)  Bill,  2R,,  Mar.  0,  518,  524. 

Spalding  Urban  District  Council  (Water) 

r.  Hep.*  Mar.  21,  1428. 

Speaker  (Bt.  Hon.  W.  G.  Gully) 

Asking  for  information  for  the  purpose  of 
another  Deltate,  Mar.  15,  992. 

Instructions  to  Committee— Merchant 
Shipping  (Liability  of  Shipo^vners)  Bill, 
Mar.  21,  1379. 

Interrnptions  during  Debate,  Mar.  15, 
944,958. 

Motion  for  Adjournment  of  Debate — 
Desire  of  the  House  to  continue  the 
Delmte  (Sale  of  Intoxicating  Liquors  to 
ChUdren  Bill),  Mar  9,  634. 

Personal  Remarks,  Mar,  15,  960. 

Printing  of  Bills — Second  Heading  de- 
ferred, Mar,  19,  1288. 

Questions 

(Questions  Requiring  Notice,  Mar,  S, 
368. 

Reasons  given  for  asking  Questions, 
Mar.  8,  372. 
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Spicer,  Bir.  A.  [Monmouth  IJorouglis] 

Sunday  Closing  (Monmouthshire)  Bill,  2r., 
Mar.  U,  823,  830,  836,  886. 

Spirits  Duty 

Additional  Taxation— Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer's  Budget  Statement, 
Mar.  5,  72. 

Customs— Resolution,  Mar.    J,    159  ; 
Rep.,  Mar.  6,259. 

Excise— Resolution,  Mar.  5, 153  ;  Hep., 
Mar  6,  259. 

Spring  Assizes  Act 

Orders   in    Council    Presented,    Mar.  10, 
1030,1061. 


"Springbok" 


Steadman,  Mr.  W.  Q.—rant. 

Parcels  for  the  Troops  at  Uie  Front — 
Reduction  of  Posti^e  Rates,  Mar.  6*, 
201. 

Postmen  ~  Promotions,  Vacant  Post- 
mastershii^s.  Mar.  9,  488. 

Stevenson,  Bir.  F.  S.  [Suffolk,  Eye] 

Foot  and  Mouth  Disease  Regulations  — 
Movements  of  Cattle  for  Stock  Pur- 
|>oses,  Mar.  ft,  41. 

(Gibraltar-  Police  Municipal  and  Sanitary 
Administration,  Mar.  15,  922. 

Malta- Sanitary  Condition  of  Ban-ack?*, 
etc..  Mar.  /.T,  922. 

Pilgrims— Arab  Attack  on  British  Indian 
Pilgrims,  Settlement  of  Claim«,  Mnr. 
in,  1067. 

Stewart,  Sir  M.  [Kirkcudbright] 

Ihickland  Collection,  Removal  of,  from 
South  Kensington  Museum,  Mtn\  lU. 
1187. 

V^olunteers  —  Capitation  (irant,  Ritle 
Ranges,  etc..  Mar.  JO,  1124. 


Stamp  Duty 

Brokers'  Produce  Contract  Notes— Budget 
Proposals 
Qs.      Mr.     C.     M'Arthur,     Mr. 
Holland;    .!«.    Sir    M.    Hicks 

Beach,   Mar.    S,  393 ;   Q.   Mr.  l  c. .  -.   ^    lur^^^^^u     a;^    t     Iff     rr;in.«crmv 
Harw(Jod;    A.   Mr.    Hanbury,    StirllM  -  Maxwell,    Sir   J.    M.    [(Wasgo>x 

If/.*-  0  dkr^.  eoiiegttj 


Headly,  Mr.,  -Appointment  as  Veterinary 
Surgeon  on  the  "  Kent "  without 
Diploma,  Mar.  S,  373. 


Mar.  Oy  485. 

"  Broker"— Explanation  of  Term 

Q.  Sir  \V.  Houldsworth  ;  A .  Mr. 
Hanbury,  Mar.  9,  485. 

Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer's  State- 

f<^£'oJ!:  Mar.  0,  2.55 -Stockport  Corporation  Tramways  BiU 

Bep.,  Mar.  7,  328.  r.  Rep.*  Mar,  16,  1060. 

Withdrawal  of  Clause  in  Finance  Bill 


Q.  Sir  W.  Houldsworth  x  A.  Sir  '  o+o^Vg 
M.HicksBeach,it/«r.  iP,  1183.    ^^^^^ 


0.  Sir  M.  Hicks  Beach,  Mar.  19, 
1-204. 
DelMite  on  the  Finance  Bill,  Mar.  19, 1202 

Debentures— Stamp  Duty  payable  on 
Price  at  which  Debenture  could  be 
Redeeme<l— Decision  of  the  *  High 

Court 
(fs.    Mr.    Johnson -Ferguson,  Sir    M. 
Hicks  Beach,  Mar.  19,  1255,  1250. 

Revenue  derivecl  from— Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer's  Statement,  Mar.  r,,  61. 

Standing  Orders 

Reports  from  Committee,  Mar.  5,  1  ;  Mar. 
6ri98;  Mar.  19,  1161  ;  Mar.  rW,  1301. 

Steadman,    Mr.    W.    0.    [Tower   Hamlets, 
•  Poplar] 
liakehouses  (Hours  of  Labour)  Bill,  2r., 

Mar.  19,  1288. 
Circulation   Office— Date  of  removal    to 

Mount  Pleasant,  Mar.  9,  488. 

I)oi>tf<»rd    Vi<'t nailing    Yard,    Labourers' 
\Va"<'s     liisulliciont  Wage,  Mar.  S,  423. 


(I 


Old  Age  Pensions  Bill,  2k.,  Mar.  7,  326. 
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(Corporation  and  District  Councils  Stocks, 
Difference  between  -Amendment  of 
Law  relating  to  Trust  Investments 
Q.    Mr.    Nusaey;    A.   Sir  M.    Hicks 
Beach,  Mar.  IS,  734. 


Stop  the  War  "  and  Pro-Boer  Meetings, 
etc. 

Disturbances  Directed  against  Opponents 
of  the  War— Right  of  Free  Speech, 
etc. 

Exeter  Hall  Disturbance  -  Incitement 
to    Riot    and    Breach    of    the 
Peace 
Q.   Sir  W.   Lawson;    A.   Sir  R. 
Webster,  Mar.  5,  44. 

Inquiry 

Q'.  Sir  H.  Campbell-Banneonan  ; 
A.  Mr.  A.  .L  Balfour,  Mar.  Li, 
744. 

Motion  for  Adjournment  of  the  House 
(SirR.  T.  Reid),j»/rtr.  ir»,  940~Divi- 
sion,  982. 

Police  Protection 

Q.  Mr.  Humphreys-Owen  ;  J .  Sir 
M.  W.  Ridley,  Mar.  8,  391. 
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Stop  the  War,"  etc.—<^ont 

Disturbances,  etc — oonL 

Stratford-on-Avon  Riot — Damage  to 
Mr.  BuUars  Property 
Qs.  Mr.  W.  Redmond ;  A,  SirM. 
W.  Ridley,  Mar.  8,  392. 

Stratford-on-Avon,    Highbury,   Scar- 
borough, Scotland,  etc. 
Qs.  Mr.  VV.  Redmond,  Mr.  Lough, 


Suffolk 

Foot  and  Mouth  Disease  R^ulations 
Qs,  Mr.  Soames,  Mr.  H.  S.  Foster ; 
As,  Mr.  Long,  Mar.  IS^  736. 

Sugar 

Cultivation  of,  in  the  United  Kingdom — 
Removal  of  Restrictions  proposed 
Q,  Colonel  Mil  ward  ;  ^.Sir  M.  Hicks- 
Beach,  Mar.  8y  394. 


Mr.  P.  O'Brien,  Sir  H.  Camp 

bell-Bannerman.  Mr.  Courtney;  ,  Sullivan,  Mr.  D.  [Westmeath,  S.] 

As,  Sir  M.  W.  Ridley,  Sir  R. 

Webster,  Mr.   A.    J.   Balfour, 

Mar.  15,  926,  927,  928. 

Wakefield  Riots 

Q,  Sir  W.  LawHOn  ;  ^.  Sir  M.  W. 
Ridley,  Mar.  16,  1076. 


Inland  Revenue  Office — Transferring  from 
Cork  Custom  House  to  more  convenient 
Centre,  Mar.  U,  694. 


Stormberg  Engagement 

Despatches 

Qs.  Mr.  M.  Ferguson,  Major  Rasch  ; 
As.  Mr.  J.  P.  Williams,  Mar,  13, 
726. 

Stomoway 

Mail  Boat — Insufficient   Accommodation, 
etc. 
Q.  Mr.  Weir;  A.  Mr.  Han  bury.  Mar, 
no,  1317. 

Road  Making   between    Stomoway  and 
Carlowav 
Q.  Mr.  Weir ;  A.  Mr.  A.  G.  Murray, 
Mar.  16,  1073. 

;Stourbridge 

Poor  Ijaw  L^nion  Area,  Division  of 

Q.  Mr.  Martin  ;  A,  Mr.  Chaplin,  Mar. 
6,  210. 

Btrachey,  Mr.  E.  [Somerset,  E.] 

Taunton  Corporation  Bill,  Instruction  to 
Com.,  Mar.  6,  175. 

Yeomanry — £!mbarkation  Statistics,  Non- 
provision  of  Horses,  etc..  Mar,  IS,  575. 

:Stratford-on-Avon 

Pro- Boer  Riots— Damage  to  Mr.  Bullar's 
Property 
Qs.  Mr.  W  .  Redmond  ;  As.  Sir  M.  W. 
Ridley,  Mar.  8,  392  ;  Mar.  If,,  926— 
Debate,  940. 

Strathcona  and  Mount  Boyal,  Lord 

Telegrams  to  Soldiers  at  the  Front — Re- 
duction of  Charges,  etc.  Mar.  6,  170; 
Mar,  m),  1298. 

Street  Preaching  in  Cork 

Dbturbances  arising  out  of,  etc. 

Q.  Captain  Donelan  ;  A.  Mr.  Atkin- 
son, Mar.  iJ,  936  ;  (h.  Mr.  Lough, 
Mr.  Atkinson,  964. 

Stuart,  Mr.  J.  [Shoreditch,  Hoxton] 

East  London  W^ater  Bill,  2r.,  Mar,  13, 
719. 
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Sunday  Closing  (Monmouthshire)  Bill 

c.  2r.,  Mar.  14,  823. 
Com,*  Mar.  15,  1028. 

Petition^,  Mar,  5,  21 ;  Mar,  6, 199  ;  Mar.  7, 
265  ;  Mar.  8,  367 ;  Mar.  9,  478  ;  Mar. 
U,  667  ;  Mar,  13,  723 ;  Mar,  I4,  822, 
823 ;  Mar.  15,  902,  903 ;  Mar,  16,  1061  ; 
Mar.  19,  1173 ;  Mar.  JO,  1302 ;  Mar,  Jl, 
1362. 

Sunday  Sale  of  Intoxicating  Liquors 

Sale  of  Intoxicating  Liquors  on  Sunday 
Bill,  See  that  Title. 


Sunderland  Corporation  Bill 

I  Com.  of  Selection 
466  ;  Mar.  15, 893. 


Rep.  from  Com.  of  Selection,  Mar,  8,  336 ; 
Mm\  9, 


Superannuation 

Civil  Servants  Appointed  without  Certifi- 
cate— Treasury  Minute  Presented,  Mar, 
7,  266  ;  Mar,  8,  336  ;  Mar.  15, 903  ;  Mar. 
16,  1030. 

Local  Authorities  Officers'  Superannuation 
Bill,  See  that  Title. 

Registrar  •  GeneraFs  OflSce,  Ireland  — 
Treasury  Minute  Presented,  Mar.  20, 
1291,  1302. 

Supply 

Army  Estimates,  See  that  Title. 

Civil  Service  Estimates 

Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer's  Budget 
Statement,  Mar,  J,  63. 

Excesses,  £10,  Rejt,*  Mar,  16,  1145  ; 
Statement  Presented,  Ma^-.  7,  266. 

Civil  Service  and  Revenue  Departments — 
Supplementary  Estimates 
Colonial      Services,    £58,905,    Rep,* 
Mar,  6,  261. 

Local  Loan  Funds,  Repayments — 
£23,327,  Rep.*  Mar.  (?,262. 

Savings  Banks  and  Friendly  Societies' 
Deficiencies  —  £60,686,  Rep.*  Mar. 
6,  262. 

Science  and  Art  Departments — 
Science  Schools,  £3,000,  Rep,*  Mar, 
6,262. 

Scotland — Prisons,  £1,440,  Rep.*  Mar, 
6,  262. 

Telegraph  Companies*  Subsidies, 
£10,000,  Rep,*  Mar,  6,  261. 
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Civil  Senice  and  Revenue  Departmeut« — 
Supplementary  Estimates — cont. 

Temporary  Commissions,  £500,  Bep.* 
Mar,  6.  262. 

Treasury  Chests,  £2,847,  Bep,^  Mar,  6', 
261. 

Uganda,  Central,  and  East  Africa  Pro- 
tectorates, Grant-in-aid— £162,500, 
Bep.*  Mar.  6,  261. 

Procedure    in  Com.   of  Supply— Discus- 
sions on  First  Vote,  matters  which 
ou^bt  to  be  Discussed  when  Speaker 
is  m  the  Chair 
Chainnan  Ruling,  Mar.  IS,  782,  783. 

Surveyors,  Ireland 

Assistant  Sun^eyor  to  the  Board  of  Public 
Works 
Q.  Mr.  W.  Abrahams ;  i4.  Mr.  Han- 
bury,  Mar,  1/),  934. 

Increased  Salaries 

Q.  Sir  T.  Esmonde;  A,  Mr.   Atkin- 
son, Mar.  9,  492  ;  I^ar.  15,  934. 

Second  Examination  of  Candidates 

Q.  Mr.  W.  Redmond  ;  ^.  Mr.  Atkin- 
son, Mar.  Sy  396. 

Switzerland 

Rifle    Range    System,   Inquiry    into    by 
British  Officers 
0,  Mr.  WjTidham,  Mar.  12,  613. 

Sysons  v.  Knowles 

Workmen's   Compensation   Act  and  the 
Judi'ment  of  the  Court  of  Appeal 
Q,   Mr.    Pickersgill ;    A.  Sir  M.  W. 
Ridley,  Mar.  8,  392. 


Tanner,  Dr.— co^i/. 

Navy 

Languages — Deficiency  in  the  Teach- 
ing of  Modem  Languages,  Mar,  8^ 
447. 

Medical  Officers — Facilities  for  Study- 
ing Advancements  in  Science,  etc.» 
Idar.  8,  434. 

Medical  Service — Cost  of  Examina- 
tion, etc.,  Mar.  8,  437. 

Newfoundland  —  French    Treaty    Shore 
Question,  Mar.  15,  923. 

Prisons 

Exercise  Yards  and  Rain  Shelters^ 
Mar,  .7,  50 ;  Mar,  8,  399. 

Library  Regulations,  Mar.  15,  938. 

South  African  War 

Bohemian  Guns  and  Saddles — British 
Purchase,  Mar.  13,  bll, 

Dutch  Subjects  of  the  Queen  in  Cus- 
tody, Mar.  12,  570. 

Medical  Sennce — Employment  of 
Civilian  Doctors,  etc.,  mar.  IS,  819. 

Peace  Overtures,  Correspondence  re- 
lating to — Insufficient  Number  of 
Copies  for  Members,  Mar,  15,  918. 

Telephone    Service,    Cork— Establishing 
Trunk  Line  proposed.  Mar.  5,  46. 

Volunteera — Irish    Grievance,    Mar.    16,. 
'  1134. 

Taunton  Corporation  Bill 

c.  Instruction  to  Com.,  Mar.  6,  175. 

Taxation 

Additional  Taxation— Chancellor  of  the- 
Exchequer's  Statement,  Mar.  5,  68. 

[Far  Details  of  Taxation,  see  their  Titles.  J 


Xplbot,  Bt.  Hon.  J.  G.  [Oxford  University] 
Anti-British  Demonstrations  in  Saxony, 

Mar,  15,  918. 
Census  (Great Britain)  BiH,  Com.,  Mar.  15, 
1006,  1007. 

Tanner,  Dr.  [Cork  County,  Mid] 

Anny  Medical  Service,  Mar.  IS,  819. 

Report  for  1898— Dehvy  in    Issuing, 
Mar.  15,  912. 

Belfast— Orange  Party  Riots,  Mar.  5,  49  ; 
Mar.  6,  218. 

Casey,  John,  Death  of,  in  Mountioy  Prison 
—Verdict  of  Coroner's  Jury,  Mar,  6",  219. 

Census  (Great  Britain)   Bill,  Com.,  Mar. 
19,  1283. 

Dogs  Landed  in  Great  Britain  from  Ireland 
—Regulations,  Mar,  6,  215,  216; 
Mar.  1:2,  695. 

Rabies,  Number  of  Cases  in  Ireland, 
etc.,  Mar.  12,  595. 

Lee-Metford    Rifle,     Comparison     with 
Foreign  Rifles,  etc.,  Mar.  5,  26. 

Mid^vives  Bill,  2r.,  Mm-.  9,  5AL 
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Taxes  and  Imposts 

Return  Ordereil  (Mr.  Goddard),  Ma*-.  13^ 
T2A. 

Tea  Duty 

Additional  Taxation— Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer's  Budget  Statement,  Mar,  5^ 
74. 

Budget  Proix)sals — Dehate  on  the  Finance 
BUI,  Mar.  19,  1202. 

Resolution,  Mar,  5,  78  ;  Mar.  6,  257. 

Teeth 

Army  Recruits — Number  of  Recruits  Re- 
jected 
Q.   Mr.   Weir  ;    ^.    Mr.   Wyndhain„ 
Mar.  16,  1066. 
Naval  Recruits— Number  of  Recruits  Re- 
jected 
Q.  Mr.  Weir;  A.  Mr.  Goechen,  Mar, 
12,  585. 
Volunteers,  Rejection  of,  for  Se»riee  in 
South  Africa 
Qs.  Mr.  Weir ;  As.  Mr.  J.  P.  WiUiMM. 
Mar.  5,  28  ;  Mar.  12,  575.. 

Teinds  (Scotland)  BiU 

c,  IR.*  Mar.  6',  223.. 
Petition,  Mar.  16,  1061.. 
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Telegrams 

Members'  Telegrams^Delay  in  Delivery 
on  Wedne»<day  Nights 
Q.  Mr.   Malcolm ;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury. 
J/ar.  J,  41. 

Press    Censorship,     See    South    African 
War. 

Soldiers'  Telegrams    at   the  Front,    See 
Sonth  African  War. 

Telephoning  Telegrams  in  first  instance, 
and  forwarding  written  Telegrams 
by  Post 
Q.  Mr.   Hazell ;     yl.   Mr.   Hanbury. 
Mar.  30,  1316. 

Telegraphists 

Central    Telegrapli    Office— Absence    on 
Sick  Leave,  Case  of  W.  D.  Jones 
Q.   Mr.   Kimber;    A.   Mr.  Hanbury, 
Mar.  5,  39. 

Promotion.  Sta^ation 

Q.  Sir  F.  Evans;  A.   Mr.  Hanbury, 
Mar.  8,  387. 


Thomas,  Mr.  D.  A.  [Merthyr  Tydvil] 

Rhodes's,  Mr.,  OflFer  of  Medals  to  Kim- 
berley  Garrison,  alleged,  Mar.  9,  479. 

Thompson,  Hugh 

Murd»»r  of 

Qs.  Mr.  Johnston,  Capt.  Donelan ; 
As.  Mr.  Atkinson,  Mar.  9,  494; 
Qs.  Mr.  Archdale,  Capt.  Donelan ; 
As.  Mr.  Atkinson,  Mar.  IS,  743. 

Thorbum,  Sir  W.  [Peebles  and  Selkirk] 

Workmen's  Compensation  Act  (1897)  Ex- 
tension Bill,  2r.,  Mar.  SI,  1421. 

Thornton,  Mr.  P.  M.  [Qapham] 

Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Bill- 
Date  of  Second  Reading,  Mar.  i^,  697. 

Tithes 

Bortrd  of  Agriculture  Annual  Report  Pre- 
sented, Mar.  20,  1290,  1303. 

Lancaster   Corporation  Bill— Instruction 
to  Com.,  Mar.  6,  186. 


Telephone  Service 

Cablegrams,     Telephoning     Cablegrams 

received  after  Business  Hours,  etc.  ■»  tt     ^  * «  ,   , 

Q.  Mr.  C.  M'Arthur;   A.  Mr.   Han-  "^"^Pan  Head  Lighthouse 
bury,  Mar.  8,  386.  Date  of  Completion,  etc. 

^'ork— Establishing  Trunk  Line,  proposed  Q-  Mr.  Weir;  A.  Mr.  Ritchie,  Mar, 

Q.  Dr.   Tanner;    A.    Mr.    Hanbury,  SO,  \^\2. 


Mar.  5,  46. 
Dundee,  Montrose,  and  Aberdeen— Inter- 
ruption of  Telephonic  Communica- 
tion, etc. 
Q.   Sir  J.   Leng;   A'.   Mr.   Hanbury, 
Mar.  o,  40. 

Exchanges— Public  Telephone  Exchanges, 
Applications  to  the  Post  Office  for 
Licences,  etc. 
Q.   Mr.   Crilly;    A.    Mr.    Hanbury, 
Mar.  1:3,  40. 


Temperance 

Budget  Proposals  -Teetotelers*  Grievance 

Os.  Mr.  Lough,  Mr.  Mendl,  Mar.  19,    m      «  ,,«,-• 

1202,  1209.  )  Tomlinson,  Mr.  W.  R  M.  [Preston] 


Tobacco 

Cultivation  in  Ireland— Removal  of  Re- 
strictions proposed 
Q.     Mr.     W.     Redmond;     A.    Mr. 
Plunkett,  Mar.  8,  400. 

Tobacco  Duty 

Additional   Taxation— Chancellor   of  the 
Exchequer  8  Budget  Statement,  Mar.  5, 


R^olution,  Mar.  5,  147  ;  Report,  Mar.  6. 
258. 


Soldiers  at  the  Front,  Beverages  for  Census  (Great  Britoin)  Bill.  Com.    Mar 

Q,m.  Weir;  A.  Mr.  J.  P.  Williama,  -  '—  »  • 


Mar.  1:>,  574. 

Tennant,  Mr.  H.  J.  [Ber>vickshire] 

Factories  and  Workshops  Bill— Double 
Shift  System,  Mar.  10,  1070. 

Sale  of  Intoxicating  Liquors  to  Children 
(No.  2)  Bill,  2R.,  Mar.  9,  627. 

Workmen's  Compensation  (1897)  Extension 
Bill,  2R.,ilfar.j?/,  1414. 

Textile  Factories 

(Tovemraent     Contracts  —  Women    and 
Children  working  Overtime 
Q.  Sir  C.  DUke  ;  A.  Su-M  W.  Ridley, 
Mar.  9,  486. 

Theatre  Regulations 

Blocked  Gaagways 

Q,  Mr.  Hogan  :  .1.  SirM.  W.  Ridley, 
Mar.  JO,  1312. 
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IS,  1002. 

Treasury  Control,  Mar.  SO,  1360. 

Volunteers  —  Easter  Manoeuvres,  Aban- 
donment of,  for  1900— Tmining  of 
London  Volunteers,  etc.,  Mar.  6,  204. 

Town  Councils  (Scotland)  Bill 

Petitions,  Mar.  6,  199  ;  Mar.  7, 266 ;  Mar. 
8,  367  ;  Mar.  13,  724  ;  Mar.  16,  903 ; 
Mar.  16,  1061. 

Trade,  Board  of 

Pre«rfen<— Rt  Hon.  C.  T.  Ritchie. 

Parliamentary    Secretary  —   Earl     of 
Dudley. 

Trade  and  Oonunerce 

Prosperity  of  the  Year— Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer's  Budget  Statement,  Mar.  5, 
69. 
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Trade  Beports 

Annual  Series,  Mar.  5,  3, 22 ;  Mar.  9,  466, 
478  ;  Mar.  V2,  547,  568  ;  Mar.  lU,  1174 ; 
Mar.  20,  1290. 

Miscellaneous  Series,  Mar.  16,  1029,  1062  ; 
Mar  19,  1163,  1174. 

Trades  Unions 

Postal  Trades  Unions,  Official  Recognition 
— Reception  of  Representatives,  etc. 
Q.   Mr.    uoods;   A.    Mr.    Hanbur>% 
Mar.  6,  206. 

Tramways 

Bills  Relating  to,  See  their  Titles. 

Transport  Service 

Cost  of — Placing  Part  of  Present  Liabili- 
ties on  Next  Year's  Estimates 
Q.    Mr.  '  Buchanan  :    A.    Mr.    J.   P. 
Williams,  Mar.  J,  26. 


Treasury  Control 

Exercise  of  Powers  of  the  Treasury  over 
Departments^  of  the  Grovemment  iH 
not  for  the  Public  Benefit 
Motion  [Mr.  G.  Bowles]  Mar.  JO,  1353. 

Treaty  Series 

Cape  Spartel  International  Lighthouse 
Convention,  Accession  of  Russian 
Empire  to — Copy  of  Proces-Verbal 
Presented,  Mar.  .7,  3,  22, 

International  Sanitary  Convention,  Copy 


,  '^opy 
,1029. 


"  Dunera,"  Delay  in  Departure 

Q.  Mr.  tJeftreys  ;   -4.  ^f r.  Macartney,    _,  __ 

xxo  V  0S|  JXLr. 


Presented,  Mar.  /J,  904  ;  Mar.  16 


Trevehran,    Mr.   C.    P.     [York,    W.   R., 
Elland] 

Army  Commissions  for  Cambridge 
Students — Vice- Chancellor's  Circular, 
Mar.  19,  1178. 

Factory  Acts — Employment  of  Women 
and  Children,  Reprinting  Extracts  from 
Reports,  Mar.  ;-Y>,  1313. 


Mar.  16,  1065. 

Farewells    on    Board — Friction    between 
the  War  Office  and  Admiralty 
0.  Mr.  Warner,  Mar.  IJ,  647. 


Heroism  of  the  Wounded  Troops  at  the 
Front — Mr.  Treven's  Testunony 
0.  Dr.  Farquharaon,  Mar.  16,  10/9. 


Horse  Transports  ' -.   ..     r*  ^1         xx^'ui- 

"  America,"     Percentage    of    Looses  !  Trinity  College,  DUDlin 

among  Horses  I         Religious  Tests — Complaint  against  the 

Q.  Mr.  Cubitt ;  A.  Mr.  A.  Cham-  |  Profe*sor  of  Irish  Literature 

beriain,  Mar.  ..*o,  1307.  |  Q.  Mr.  T.  M.  Healy  ;  A.  Mr.  Atkin- 

Veteriiiary  Surgeons  **^"'  Mar.  10 ^  1193. 

Q.  Captain  Norton  ;  A.  Mr. 
J.  P.  Williams,  Mar.  5,  25.    Tritton,*Mr.  C.  R  [Lambeth,  Norwood] 


Appointment  of  Mr.  Headly  with- 
out Diploma 
Q.  Sir  J.  Stirling-Maxwell ; 
A.    Mr.    J.    P.    Williams, 
Mar.  S,  373. 

Provisions  for   the    Trooos— Complaints, 
Meat  nickled  in  1893 
Os,  Mr.  Warner,  Sir  C.  Cameron,  Mr. 
Macartney,  Mar.  9,  514. 

South  African  War — Yeomani-y,Eml)arka- 
tion  of  Fifty-Second  Company 
Q.  Mr.  H.  s.  Foster;  A.  Mr.  J.  P.    Trust  Funds  Bill 

Williams,  Mar.  12,  576. 


Deptford    Victualling   Yard,    Labourers* 
Wages — Insufficient  Wage,  Mar.  8, 425. 

Sale  of  Intoxicating  Liquors  to  Children 
(No.  2)  Bill,  2r.,  Mar.  9,  520. 

Sunday   Closing    (Monmouthshire)    Bill, 
2r.,  Mar.  U,  871. 

Truck  Acts  Amendment  Bill 

c.  1R.»  Mar.  7,  331. 


Transvaal 

Property  and  the  War  Taxes— Non-pay- 
ment of  Taxes  prior  to  the  outbreak 
of  War,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  Kimber;  A.  Mr.  J.  Chamber- 
lain, Mar.  5,  23. 

Travers  Foundation 

Accounts  Presented,  Mar.  6,  199  ;  Mar.  8, 
a36. 

Trawlers'  Oertificate  Suspension  Bill 

/.  IR.*  Mar.  U,  561. 

Treasury 

First  Loixl—Ut.  Hon.  A.  J.  Balfour. 
Secretary — Rt  Hon.  R.  W.  Hanbury. 
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r.  IR.*  Mar.  16,  1077. 

Trust  Fund  Investments 

Colonial  Securities 

Q.   Mr.    Hogan ;     .4.   Sir  M.    Hicks 
Beach,  Mar.  Jo,  9i2. 

Corporation  and  District  Council  Stocks 
Q.  Mr.    Nussey :    A.   Sir  M.    Hicka 
Beach,  Mar.  IS,  734. 

Tuberculosis 

Compensation  for  Confiscation  of  Cattle 
(^.  Mr.  Field  ;  -4.   Mr.  Chaplin,  Mar. 
JO,  1315. 

Turnpike  Beads 

Dis- turn  pike  Roads  in  Scotland — High- 
ways taken  over  by  the  Burghs  n«t 
entitled  to  cUim  on  the  Grant,  ^«r.  13 
[See  Errata]. 
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Army  CommiHsiuns,  See  Arniy. 
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Tweedmonth,  Lord 

Education  (Scotland)  Bill,  Intro..  Mar,  16, 
1043.  ' 

lioard  of  Aj^ncultnre  Annual  Report  Pre 
Uganda  Bailway  '  sented,  Mar.  20, 1290, 1303. 

Cro>>Ti  Agents— Commission  on  Materials  1'        . 

Shipped  for  Railway  Universities  (Scotland)  Act 

Q.  Mr.  Engledew  ;  A,  Mr.  Brodrick, 


Mar.  8,  385. 


Separation  of  Teaching  of  Medical  Juris- 

Srudenceand  Public  Health— Ordinance 
\o.  21  Presented,  Mar.  7, 266 ;  Mar,  8, 


)rudenceand  Public 
Ulster  I  33S; 

Agriciiltural  and  Dairy  School  and  Henr\'  ! 

Trust—Scheme  for  Administration    University  Education  Abroad 

awn   lvTono<»A»%^<^^»  I  _ 


and  Management 

^\..^\'     ^-     Johnston;     A.     Mr,  ■ 
Plunkett,  Mar.  15,  935. 

Underground  Work 

Children  employed  in— Raising  the  Aee 


Lemslatiun 
Q.  Mr.  Grav  ;  ^.  Sir  M.   W.  Ridley, 
^f«':-/»  J12  ;  Q.  Sir  C.  DUke;  A. 
Sir  M.  W.  Ridley,  213. 

Underwood,  Messrs. 

Misconduct  of  Government  Contractore, 
See  Army— Contracts. 

United  Irish  League 

Meeting  at  liantry.  See  Bantry. 

United  States 

China  and  the  *'  Open-door  "  Policy— Co- 
operation   ot     England    with    the 
United  States 
Q.  Mr.  J.  Walton ;  A.  Mr.  Brodrick, 
Mar.  8,  385. 

Man  Service— Return  Presented,  Mar,  14, 

"  Mashona,"  Seizure  of  in  South  African 
VV  aters  —  Claims  of    British   and 
American  Owners  of  Cargo 
0-   Mr.    Mendl;   A.  Mr.    Brodrick, 
Mar.  19,  1177. 

Pauncefote,  Lord,    Retention  of,  beyond 
his  period  of  Office 
Os.  Lord  Newton,  Marquess  of  Salis- 
bury, Eari  of  Kimberley,  Mar,  8, 

South  African  War— Offer  of  Mediation 
^.  Mr.  W.  Redmond;  A,  Mr.   A.  J. 
Balfour,  Mar.  15,  905  ;  O,  Mr.  W. 
Redmond,  Mar.  15,  990. 
Seamen's  Advance  Notes— Prohibition 
<;?.  Mr.  Runciman ;  ^.  Mr.  Brodrick, 
Mar.  12,  592. 

•*Sprfnffbok"  and  "  Peterhof,"  Seizure  of 
by  United  States  Cruisers  in  1863— 
Correspondence  relating  to  Presented. 
Mar.  12, 547,  568. 

Universal  Life  Assurance  Society  Bill 

/.  Rep.*  Mar,  6,  106. 
3r.»  Mar.  12,  546. 
c,  \VL*  Mar,  13,  722. 

Standing  Orders  Complied  with.  Mar,  19, 
1164. 
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See  Roman  Catholic  University  Education. 

University  of  London 

See  London  U  niversity. 

Ure,  Mr.  A.  [Linlithgow] 

Merchant   Shipping   (Liability    of   Ship- 
owners) Bill,  2r.,  Mar.  21,  1389. 

Vaccination 

Army— Death  of  J.  Donovan,  King's  Own 
Yorkshire  Light  Infantry 
q.  Mr.  Bayley  ;  ^.  Mr.  J.  P.  WiUiams, 
Mar,  13,  7&. 

Petitions  for  Alteration  of  Law,  Mar.  12^ 
568  ;  Mar.  14,  823. 

Scotland— Report  Presented,  Mar.  9,  466. 
479. 


Vagrants'  Children  Protection  Bill 

c.  2b,.,  Mar.  19,1287, 

Venezuela 

Lyall,    Mr.— British    Consul    at    Ciudad 
Bolivar,  Murder  of 
Q.  Mr.  H.  P.  Pease ;  ^.  Mr.  Brodrick, 
Mar.  20,  1311. 

Trade  Report  Presented,  Mar.  12,  547. 

Venezuela  Arbitration 

Incidence  of  Cost 

Q.   Mr.  Caldwell ;  A,  Mr.   Biodrick, 
Mar.  16,  1068. 

Veterinary  Surgeons 

See  Titles  Army,  and  Transport  Service — 
Horse  Transports. 

Veterinary  Surgeons  Amendment  Bill 

c.  IR.*  Mar.  15,  1028. 

Victoria  (hross 

Qualification  for,  etc. 

Q.  Mr.  Allhusen ;  A,  Mr.  J.  P.  Wil- 
liams.  Mar,  12, 576. 


Vincent,  Sir  R  [Exeter] 

Exeter    Hospital  —  Offers    to    Wounded 
Soldiers,  Mar,  20,  1305. 

Finance  Bill,  2R.,  Mar,  19, 1240, 
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Voluntary  Schools 

Chester  Diocese  Governing  Body,  Modifi- 
cation of  Scheme,  etc. 
Q,  Mr.  Gray  ;  A,  Sir  J.  Gorst,  Mar, 

12,  688. 

Volunteers 

Airdrie  Volunteers,  Disbanding 

0.  Mr.  J.  Wilson,  Mar.  16,  1142. 

Artillery 

Position  Artillery,  Re-amung 

Q.  Col.  Pryce- Jones  ;  A.   Mr.  J. 
P.  Williams,  Mar.  8,  380. 

Training— Provision  o'  Horses,  etc. 
Q.     Captain    Sinclair;    A.    Mr. 
Wyndham,  Mar.  19,  1179. 

Bearer  Companies— Raising  Extra  Com- 
pany, etc. 
0.  Mr.  R.  Cooke ;  A.  Mr.  J.  P.  Wil- 
liams, Mar.  ISy  580. 

Bicycle  Corps 

Encouragement  of 

Wyndham's,      Mr.,      Statement 
Mar.  12,  613. 

Grant  ,,^      . 

Os.  Mr.  S.  MonUgu ;  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham. J»fcfr.  16,  1121. 

Boot  Grant  proposed 

Q.    Colonel    Pryce- Jones;     A.    Mr. 
J.  P.  Williams,  Mar.  8,  380. 

Camp  Allowances 

Q.  Colonel  Pryce- Jones;  A.  Mr.  J.  P. 
Williams,  Mar.  12,  679. 

Camp  Regulations,  etc. 

Q.  Sir  J.  Kennaway  \  A.  Vix.  J.   P. 
WiUiams,  Mar.  8,  380. 

Camps,  Selection  of  Places,  etc. 

0.  Sir  H.  Fletcher,  Mar.  16,  1116. 


Capitation  Grant 

Graduating  Grant  according  to  Area 
covered  by  Corps,  etc. 
Q.   Colonel  Pryce- Jones  ;  A.  Mr. 
J.  P.  WUliams,  Mar.  15,  916. 
References  to  in  Debate  on  the  Esti- 
mates,  Mar.    16,   1115,  1120,   1123, 
1125. 

Mounted  Intantry 

O.  M>  Cawfey,  Mar,  IS,  657. 
Q.    Mr.  M'Crae;   A.  Mr.   J.  P. 
Williams,  Mar.  13,  728. 

Vote  for,  Mar.  16,  1116. 

Clothing 

References    to    in    Debate    on    the 
Estimates,  Mar.  16,  1116,  1123. 

Defence  of  the  Empire — Policy   of   the 
War  Office 
0.  Sir  J.  Colomb,  ilfa?-.  16,  1131. 

Drill    Halls  and  Armouries,    Building- 
Government  Assistance 
Qs.  Sir  J.  Kennaway,  Colonel  Pryce- 
Jones;  As.    Mr.   J.    P.    Williams, 
Mar.  8,  380,  381. 

Easter  Manceuvres,  Abandonment  of  for 
igOO—Training  of  London  Volun- 
teers 
Q.  Mr.  Tomlinson  ;  A.  Mr.  Brodrick, 
^ar.  6,  204. 
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Volunteers— <Jow<. 

Government  Departments— Facilities  for 
Volunteers  to  Attend  Camp 
Q.  Captain  Jessel ;  ^.  Mr.  Wyndhani, 
Mar.  19.  1179. 
Instruction  Grants  »     « 

Q.   Greneral  Russell;  A.  Mr.   J.    f* 
Williams,  Mar.  8,  380. 
Irish     Regiments,     Formation    of— IriBh 
Grievance 
Debate  on  the  Estimates,  Mar.  ItJ, 

1134. 
Loans  to  Detached  Compeaiies,  Erection  of 
Drill  Halls,  etc.— New  Regulations 
Q.  Sir  J.  Kennaway ;   A.  Mr.   J.   P. 
WUliams,  ifffr  15,911. 
London  Scottish    A^'olunteers— Statement 
of  Accounts  ,,..„. 

Q.  Mr.  Weir ;  ^4.  Mr.  J.  P.  A^  illiams, 
Mar.  IS,  727. 

Officers  „    .  ^     - 

Commanding  Officers,  Retirement  of 
—Extension  of  Ser\'ice 
Q.  Mr.    H.   S.   Samuel;  A.  Mr. 
J.  P.  WUliams,  Mar.  5,  33. 
Decorations— Counting  Previous  Ser- 
vice    in      the     MUitia      and 
Yeomanr^- 
O.  Colonel  Prvce-Jones;   A.  Mr. 
J.  P.  WUliams,  Mar.  8  381. 
Difficulty  of  Obtaining  Officers 

0.  Mr.  Scott  Montagu,  Mar.  W, 
1121. 
Queen's  Regulations,  Paragraph  423 
Q.  Captain  Donelan  ;  A.  Mr.  J. 
P.  WUliams  Mar.  IS,  578. 
Retired  Army  Officers  accepting  Com- 
missions-Nomination by  Com- 
manding Officer,  etc. 
Q.  Mr    OiT-Ewing;  A.  Mr.  J.  P. 
WUliams,  Mar.  8,  379. 

Training 

References  to  in  Debate  on  the 
Estimates,  Mar.  16,  1119. 1126. 
Old  Age  Pension  Scheme 

0.  Mr.  Drage,  Mar.  16,  1127. 
Ordnance  Survey  Office— Pay  of  Volun- 
teers when  in  Camp,  etc. 
Q.  Sir  B.  Simeon  ;  ^.  Mr.  Long,  Mar. 
^,1309. 
Reserve  Companies,  Number  of 

0.    Mr.  L.  Knovkles;    A.   Mr.   J.  P. 
WUliams,  Mar.  12,  580. 
Rifle  Ranges,  .S'c€  that  Title. 
Shetland— Application   for  Permission  to 
Establisli  Local  Force 
Q.   Sir  L.  Lyell ;   A^   Mr.  J.  P.  AVU- 
liams,  Mar.  15,  917. 
Shooting    Regulations  —  Reduction     of 
Qualification  for  Marksmen 
Q.    Mr.  Hedderwick;    ^.  Mr.  J.  P. 
WiUiams,  Mar.  12,  579. 

South  African  W'ar 

Lancashire  FusUiers,    Date   of    Em- 
barkation 
Q.  Mr.  L.  Knowles  ;  A.  Mr.  J.  P. 
WUliams,  Mar.  12,  575. 
Medical     Examination     Sutistic^ 


Number  Rejected  for  bad  Teeth, 
etc. 
Qs.   Mr.  Weir:    As.   Mr.  J.    P. 
Williams,  Mar.  5,  28  ;  Mw.  7  A 
575. 
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"VohinteerB— con<. 

South  African  War — cotU, 
Olticers'  Oatfit  Allowance 

Q.  Mr.  McKenna  ;  A,   Mr.  J.  P. 
Williams,  Mar,  15,  916. 

Strengthening  and  Improving  Organisa- 
tion, etc. — Government  Proposals 
Debate  on  the  Estimates,  Mar,   J6, 
1115. 

Wyndham's,  Mr.,  Statement,  Mar,  12, 


^yndi 
610. 


Training 

Camp  Allowances,  Camp  Regulations, 
etc.,  See  those  sub-headings. 

Debate  on  the  Estimates,  Mar,  10, 
1115. 

Volunteering  and  Industry 

Wyndliam*8,     Mr.,     Statement, 
Mar.  12,  615. 

Want  of  Accommodation  in  Barracks 
—Expenses  falling  on  Volun- 
teers 
Q,   Mr.   Colston  ;  A .  Mr.  J.  P. 
Williams,  Mar,  5,  27. 

Waima  Incident 

Arbitration 

Q,  Mr.  B.  Jones ;  A,  Mr.  Brodrick, 
Mar,  10,  1068. 

Wakefield 

Pro-Boer  Disturbance 

Q,  Sir  W.  Lawson  ;  A,  Sir  M.  W. 
Ridley,  Mar,  10,  1076. 

Wakefield  Oorporation  Market  Bill 

c.  Rep,*  Mar,  10,  1060. 

Wales 

Coal— Anthracite  Coal,  Suggested  Inquiry 

Q,  General  liussell ;  A,  Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfour,  Mar,  19, 1190. 

Mathry  Burial  Ground,  Action  of  Eccle- 
siastical Commissioners 

Q,  Mr.  Philippe ;  A.  Mr.  S.  Wortley, 
Mar,  19,  1188. 

Walton,  Mr.  J.  [York,  W.R..  Bamsley] 

China 

British  Trade  on  Inland  Waterways — 
Taking  off  British  Ships,  alleged, 
Mar,  19,  1179. 

Nanning-fu«  Opening  as  Treaty  Port, 
Mar,  5,  35  ;  Mar,  8,  385. 

"  Open-door  "  Policy  —  Co-operation 
ot  the  United  States  and  England, 
Mar,  8,  385. 

Piracy  on  West  River — Protection  of 
British  Trade,  etc..  Mar,  19,  1181. 

War 

See  South  African  War. 

War  Funds  Oonimittee 

See  Patriotic  Fund. 
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War  Loan  Bill 

c,  IR,*  Mar,  7,  330. 

2r.,  Mar,  IS,  745. 

Com.,  Mar,  14,  892. 

3r.,  Mar,  15,  986. 
/.  IR.'  Mar,  10,  1052. 

2R.*  Mar,  19,  1163. 

'  War  Loan  Bill 

[For  Questions  relating  to  the  War  Loan, 
see  South  African  War  —  Cost  and 
Finance  of  the  War.] 

War  Office 

Secretary  of  State — Marquess  of  Lans- 
downe. 

Under  Secretary — Mr.  G.  Wyndham. 

Financial  Secretary  —  Mr.  J.  P.  Wil- 
liams. 

Administration 

Dilke*s,  Sir  C,  Attack  on.  Mar,  12, 
628. 

Jameson's,  Major,  Attack  on,  Mar,  12, 
653. 

Supply   of   Foods,    Stores,    etc.,    for 
South  Africa — Defence  of  the 
War  Office  Adminbtration 
O,  Sir  J.  Colomb,  Mar,  12,  662. 

Contracts— Fraudulent  Contractors,  etc.. 
See  Army — Contracts 

Doyle's,  Dr.  Conan,  Rifle  Invention,  Re- 
fusal to  investigate,  alleged 
Q,  Mr.  R.  Cooke ;  A,  Mr.  J.  P.  Wil- 
liams, Mar,  9,  483. 

Intelligence  Department 
Defects  ot 

Russell,  General,  on,  Mar,  12,  674. 

Horses,  Supply  of 

Q,  Sir  J.  Colomb ;  A,  Mr.  J.  P. 
WUliams,  Mar,  8, 371. 

Paget's  Horse,  Delay  in  Departure  for  the 
Front — War   Office    nanding   over 
.  Military    Arrangemento     to     Im- 
perial Yeomanry  Committee 
Q,  Mr.  H.  Foster ;  .1 .  Mr.  Brodrick, 
Mar,  0,  202. 

[See  also  Army.] 

Wards  in  Chancery 

Enlistment  in  the  Army 

Qs,  Mr.  P.  O'Brien,  Captain  Done- 
hin  ;  As.  Mr.  AVyndham,  Mar,  20, 
1308. 

Warner,  Mr.  T.  C.  T.  [Staflbrd,  Lichfield] 

Army 

Military  Proposals  of  the  Govern- 
ment— Medical  Service,  etc.  Mar. 
12,  648 ;  Mar.  IS,  783. 

Militia 

Position  of  Sergeant- Majors- 
Enlistment  of  Old  Soldiers — 
Bounty  Question,  etc.,  Mar.  10, 
1007,  1105. 

Royal  Reserve  Battalions— Injustice 
to  Militia,  etc..  Mar,  19,  1272. 

Yeomanry— Long  Service  Medal,  etc, 
Mar,  10,  1113. 
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Warner,  Mr.  T.  C.  T.—cont. 

Army  Annual  Bill,  2r.,  Mar.  19,  1286. 

Census  (Great  Britain)  Bill,  Com.,  Mar, 
19,  1285. 

Compensation  for  Damage  to  Crops  Bill, 
2r.,  Mar.  Jl,  1426. 

Huntingdon  Corporation  Bill,  2r.,  Mar.  13, 
713. 

Supply — Procedure  in  Com.  Discussing 
Matters  on  Votes  Out  of  Order,  Mar. 
13,  781,  783. 

Transport  Service  and  the  South  African 
War — Want  of  Cohesion  between  the 
War  Office  and  the  Admiralty,  Mar.  12, 
646. 

Transport  Ships — Supply  of  Salt  Meat 
marked  1893,  Mar.  9,  514. 

Wair,  Mr.  A.  F.  [Liverpool,  E.  Toxteth] 

Merchant  Shipping  (Liability  of  Ship- 
owners) Bill,  2r.,  Mar.  21,  1384. 

Washington  Embassy 

Retention  of  Lord  Pauncefote  beyond  his 
Period  of  Office 
Os.  Lord  Newton,  Marquess  of  Salis- 
bury, Earl  of  Kunberley,  Mar.  8, 
342. 

Wason,  Mr.  E.  [Clackmannan  and  Kinross] 

Army  Medical  Service,  Inoculation  against 
Typhoid,  Deaths  from,  Mar.  16,  1086. 

Horses— Scotch  Horses  for  South  Africa, 
Number  Purchased,  Mar.  9,  480. 

Water  Supply 

Bills  relating  to,  See  their  Titles. 

Metropolitan— Royal  Commission 

Appendices  to  Minutes  of  Evidence 
Presented,  Mar.,  20,  1290,  1303. 

Recommendations  of  Royal  Commis- 
sion—Petition for  Legislation,  Mar. 
13,  724. 

Waterford 

Rosslare  Railway  Construction 

Qs.  Mr.  Po*er, Mr.  J.  Redmond;  As. 
Mr.    Hanbury,  Mar.  16,  1073 ;    Q. 
Mr.  P.  O'Brien  ;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury, 
Mar.  20,  1321. 

Ways  and  Means 

Budget  and  Consolidated  Fund  Bills,  See 
those  Titles. 

Webster.  Sir  B.  K—Attoi-ney-General  [Isle 
of  Wight] 

Easter,  Date  of  —  Legislation,  making 
April  15  Easter  Day  in  Law  as  well  as 
in  Calendar,  Mar.  15,  930. 

Electoral  Disabilities  (Military  Service) 
BiU,  2r.,  Mar.  8,  408,  409,  410 ;  Cwn., 
Mar.  15,  1019,  1020,  1021,  1022,  1023, 
1024. 

Government  Contractors,  Misconduct  of 
— Mr.  Underwood  as  Justice  of  the 
Peace,  Mar.  16,  1066. 
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Webster,  Sir  B.  E.— cewY. 

Land  Registry  Office,  Purchase  of  Land* 
for  Erecting  Permanent  Office,  Mar.  20, 
1316. 

Merchant  Shipping  (Liability  of  Ship- 
owners) Bill,  2r.,  Mar.  21,  1392,  1396,. 
1397,  1403. 

"Stop  the  War*  and  Pro-Boer  Disturb- 
ances, Mar.  15,  927. 

Exeter  Hall  Disturbance,  Mar.  5,  44. 

Wedderbum,  Sir  W.  [BanfiEshire] 

India 

Civil  Service  Pensions— Case  of  Kanty 
Chandra  Mookerjee,  Mar.  15,  921. 

Educational  Text-Books  and  the  Un- 
aided Schools,  Mar.  S,  382. 

Famine 

Land  Revenues — Suspensions  of — 
Enforcing  Payment  in  the  Ali- 
bagh  District,  alleged,  Mar.  8, 
382. 
Relief  Works — Number  of  Personj* 
employed,  etc.,  Mar.  15, 921. 

Scotland  —  Secondary  Education  Grant> 
Districts  Excluded'from  the  Grant,  etc.* 
Mar.  15,  931. 

Sheep  Worrying  —  Legislation,  Mar.  15, 
925. 

Wei-hai-wei 

Expenditure  on 

Naval  Expenditure 

Q.    Sir  C.    Dilke;   A.    Mr.    A. 
Chamberlain,  Mar.  19,  1182. 


Treasury  Control 


isury  Lont 
0.  Mr.  G. 


Bowles,  Mar.  20,  1368. 


Weir,  Mr.  J.  G.  [Ross  and  Cromarty] 

Army 

Chaplains — Number  and   Denomina- 
tion, etc.,  3/a*'  12,  584. 

Ordnance  Contracts — Penalty  Clause, 
Mar.  9,512. 

Teeth  of  Recruits,  Number  of  Recniit» 
Rejected,  Mar.  16,  1066. 

Bee-keeping  in  Congested  Districts, 
Number  of  Hive«  distributed,  etc..  Mar. 
^0,  1316. 

Blakely    Gun— Mrs.    Blakely's    Pension 

Claim,  Mar.  6,  204. 
Congested  Districts  Board,  Expenditure 

and  Administrative  Charges,  Mar.  13, 

739. 

Cowdenbeath  Commissioners'  Election — 
Complaints  as  to  Irregularities,  Mar.  5, 
38. 

Deer  Forests  —  Valuation,  Information 
with  reference  to  Acreage,  Mar,  6,  213. 

Dingwall  Barrack  Accommodation,  Mar. 
12,  581. 

Fishery  Harliours 

Amount  surrendered  out  of  Vote  for 
1898,  Mar.  16,  1071. 

Fishing  Boats,  Loss  of,  during  Storm 
off  Avoch — Grant-in-aid  for  Har- 


bour, Mar.  6,  213. 
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Weir,  Mr.  J.  Qt.—cmU, 

Lee-Enfield  Rifles — Inquiry  into  Sight- 
ing, Mar,  13^  727. 

Lighthooaee  on  the  Soottiah  Coast — Ex- 
penditure en  Maintenance  of  minor 
Lighthouses,  etc.,  Mar,  13,  738. 

London  Scottish  Volunteers — Statement 
of  Accounts,  Mar.  IS,  727. 

Lunacy  Board  (Scotland)  Salaries,  etc., 
Bill,  C&fn.,  Mar.  9,  610,  611. 

Lunatic  Asylums 

Private  Patients,  Accommodation  for 
Poorer  class,  Mar.  16,  1072. 


Royal  Lunatic  Asylums  Boards,  Re. 
presentation  of  r a 
Mar.  16,  1071. 


>resentation  of  Parish  Councils  on, 


Mallaig  Railway    Extension  —  Date   of 
I,  Mar. 

Lpu  * 
437. 


Completion,  Mar.  16,  1071. 

Navy 

Chaplains — Denomination,     Mar.    8, 


Teeth — Percentage  of  Recruits  Re- 
jected, Mar,  1:2,  585. 

Omnibus  Tickets  Examination  Annoy- 
ance, Mar,  ;^0,  1313. 

Port  Ness  Harbour  Works,  Mar.  20,  1317. 

Poultry-breeding  —  Congested  Districts 
Board  Expert,  Distribution  of  Sittings 
of  Eggs,  etc..  Mar,  6,  214. 

Road-making — Road  between  Carloway 
and  Stomoway,  Mar.  16, 1073. 

Salmon  Fishing  Crown  Rights,  Sale  of, 
Mar.  :iO,  1348. 

School  Board  Elections,  Voting  Disquali- 
fication— Legislation,  Mar,  12,  693. 

Small  Holdings  Schemes 

Island  of  Bemera,  Mar,  20,  1316. 

Ross-shire,  Mar.  13,  738. 

South  African  War 

Beverages  for  Temperance  Soldiers, 
Mar.  U,  674. 

Mackenzie,  Major,  Fate  of,  in  Magers- 
fontein  Battle  Mr.  Bisset's  State- 
ment, Mar,  6,  200. 

Stomoway  Mail  Boat — Insufficient  Ac- 
commoaation,  etc.,  Mar.  20,  1317. 

Tiumpan  Head  Lighthouse,  Erection  of, 
Mar.  20,  1312. 

Trawling  in  Scottish  Waters,  etc.,  Mar, 
20,  1347. 

Volunteers,  Medical  Examination  Statis- 
tics, Mar.  5, 28  ;  Mar.  12,  576. 

Welby,  Lt-OoL  A.  C.  R  [Taunton] 

Defence  of  the  Empire— Reserve  Batta- 
lions, etc.,  Mar,  19,  1280. 

Electoral  Disabilities  (Military  Service) 
Bill,  Cknn,,  Mar.  15,  1020,  1021. 

Military  Pronosals  of  the  Crovemment — 
Reform  of  Military  System,  etc.  Mar, 
13,  775. 

Separation  Allowances,  Marriage  without 
Leave,  Mar.  5,  28. 

Taunton  Corporation  Bill,  Instruction  to 
Com.,  Mar,  6,  180. 
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Welby,  Lt-OoL  A.  C.  R--con*. 

Yeomanry — Change?— Opinions  of  Com' 
manding  Officers— Carbines— Pay  of 
Sergeant-Majors,  etc.iilfar.  16,  lllOT 


Wellingborough  and!  District  Tramroads 
BiU 

c,  2r.»  Mar.  6,  175. 
Instruction  to  Com.  (Mr.  Lough),  176. 

Wemyss,  Earl  of 

Militia  Ballot  Bill,  Intro.,  Mar,  9,  476. 

Wenlock,  Lord 

Deli^oa  Bay  Railway  Arbitration  Award 
—Delay,  Mar,  9,  474. 

West  Indies 

Agricultural  Conference,  Publication    of 
Reports 
Q.    Captain    Sinclair ;    A.    Mr.    J. 
Chamberlain,  Mar.  19,  1180. 

Canada,  Steamship  Service— Agreement 
with  Messrs.  Pickford  and  Black  Pre- 
sented, Mar.  8,  336,  367. 

Jamaica,  Windward  Islands,  etc,  See 
those  Titles. 

South  African  War— Offer  of  Contingents 
Q.  Mr.  Caldwell ;  A.  Mr.   J.   Cham- 
berlain, Mar.  15,  908. 

Western  Australia 

See  Australasia,  subheading  Western 
Australia. 

Wetberby  District  Water  Bill 

c.  Rep,''  Mar,  21,  1428. 

Wbamcliffe,  Earl  of 

Sat  first  in  Parliament  after  the  Death  of 
his  Uncle,  Mar,  6,  166. 

Wbite  Flag  Treachery 

See  South  African  War. 

Wbitechapel  and  Bow  Railway  Bill 

/.  2R.*  Mar,  15,  894. 

Examiners'  Certificate  referred  to  Standing 
Orders  Committee,  Mar.  6, 166. 

Standing  Orders  to  be  dispensed  with. 
Mar,  12,  545. 

Wbittaker,    Mr.  T.  P.  [York,  W.R.,  Spen 
Valley] 

Sunday  Closing  (Monmouthshire)  Bill, 
2r.,  Mar,  I4,  840, 867,  869. 

Williams,  Mr.  J.  0.  [Notts.,  Mansfield] 

Census  (Great  Britain)  Bill,  2R.,  Mar,  9, 
505. 

Lancaster  Corporation  Bill,  Instruction  to 
Com.,  Mar,  6, 186. 
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Williams,  Mr.  J.  T,^FinanctcU  Secretary  to 
the  War  Office  [Birmingham,  S.] 

• 

Age  of  Recmite — Case  of  J.  Martin,  Mar, 
15,  m 

Aldershot  Government  Kailway  Siding — 
Erection  of  Roof  proposed,  Mar  8y  378. 

Artillery  Changes  in  1887  —  Authority 
Responsible  for  Reduction  of  Royal 
Horse  Artillery,  Mar,  5,  30. 

British  Central  African  Rifles,  Departure 
from  Mauritius,  Mar  S,  36. 

British  Troops  in  Egypt  and  the  Colonies 
— Number  of  Battalions  in  June,  1899, 
Mar,  8y  311. 

Chaplains — Number  and  Denomination, 
etc.,  Mar,  12,  584. 

Commissions 

Field  ArtilleiT  Commissions,  Grant- 
ing to  Woolwich  Cadets,  Mar,  12, 
584. 

Promotions  from  the  Ranks — Number 
of,  during  the  past  Six  Months, 
Mar,  J,  24. 

Uniyersities,  Public  Schools,  Colonies, 
etc.  —  Seniority  over  Military 
Cadets,  Mar,  8,  376  ;  Mar,  12,  683. 

Unsuccessful  Candidates,  Granting 
Commissions  to.  Mar  12,  583. 

Contracts 

Comparative  Outlay  in  the  Three 
Kingdoms,  Mar,  IS,  914. 

Fraudulent  Contractors — Bennett  and 
Sons,  alias  Underwood,  etc.. 
Mar,  15,913;  Mar,  20,  1331. 

Return,  Mar,  8,  376. 

Dingwall  Barrack  Accommodation,  Mar, 

12,  5»2, 

Dovle's,  Dr.  Conan,  Rifle  Invention — 
War  Office  Refusing  to  Investigate, 
alleged.  Mar,  9,  483. 

Dragoon  Guards — Absence  of  Officers  on 
Remount  Duty,  Mar,  8,  378. 

Estimates — Excesses,  Mar,  15, 1026. 

Vote  for  South  African  Local  Forces, 

Mar,  12,  blZ, 
Guns 

Coast  Defence   Guns  sent  to  South 

Africa,  Mar,  15,  912. 

French  Quick-firing  New  Gun,  Mar, 
5,  31. 

Horses — Irish  Horses,  Purchase  of,  Mar.  5, 
30 ;  Mar.  8, 311, 

Imperial  Guards,  Formation  of,  for  India 
and  the  Colonies,  proposed,  Mar.  8,  375. 

India — Native  Regiments 

Estimates,  Regiments  on.  Mar,  8, 383. 

Mauritius— Regiments  forming  part 
of  Permanent  Garrison,  Mar,  5, 36. 

Regiments  serving  outside  India — 
Uapitation  Grant,  Mar.  12,  585. 

Irish  Guards,  Formation  of,  Mar.  12,  674. 

Lee-Enfield  Rifle — Inquiry  into  Sighting, 
Mar.  13,  728. 

Lee-Metford  Rifle  —  Comparison  with 
Foreign  Rifles,  etc.  Mar,  5,  27. 

90 


Williams,  Mr.  J.  T.^cont, 

Medical  Department,  Report  for  1898 — 
Delay  in  issuing.  Mar,  15,  912. 

Mesfdng  Allowances,  Abolition  of,  pro- 
posed, Mar,  9,  484. 

Militia 

Artillery  —  Mobilisation  and  Pay, 
Mar.  8,  374. 

Discharge,  Purchase  of  —  Joining 
Royal  Reserve  Battalions,  Mar.  8, 
381. 

Officers  on  Active  Service — Vacancies 
in  Establishment,  etc.,  Mar.  12,576. 

Recruits  —  Preliminary  Training, 
Posting  Recruits  straight  to  Bat- 
talions, etc..  Mar.  9,  484. 

Seigeant- Majors,  status  of — Reetoring 
Warrant  Rank,  Mar.  12,  581. 

Yorkshire  Regiment — Battalions  on 
Active  Service,  Embodiment  of 
Fourth  Battalion,  Mar,  12,  582. 

Ordnance  Factories 

Contracts — Penalty  Clause,  Mar.  i), 
513. 

Misconduct  of  Employees  -  Applica- 
tion for  Donations,  etc.,  to  Con- 
tractors, Mar,  12,  578. 

Potatoes,  purchase  of,  in  America  for  the 
Troops  m  South  Africa,  alleged,  Afnr.  12, 
511, 

Prince  of  Wales*  Leinster  (Royal  Cana- 
dians) Regiment,  Repatriation  proposed. 
Mar.  12,  581. 

Recruiting — Report  of  Inspector-General, 
Mar,  13,  728. 

Reserve  Battalions — Commands,  giving  to 
Officers  on  the  Reserve,  Mar,  12^  584. 

Rifle  Practice  Reforms — R^^zular  and  Aux  • 
iliary  Infantry,  Mar.  5,  32. 

Rifle  Ranges 

Closed  Ranges  in  Eastern  Dbtrict — 
Incompleteness  of  Return,  Mar.  12, 
582. 

Gloucestershire  Volunteers,  Want  of 
Proper  Range,  Mar.  8,  379. 

Land  Requirements  and  Dimensions  of 
Ranges,  Mar,  15, 915. 

War  Office  Grant  towards  Outlay, 
Mar,  12,  580. 

Rifles 

Weight,  Method  of  Re-loadmg,  etc.. 
Mar,  15,  908. 

Shamrock 

Grant  of  Extra  Shilling  to  Troops  for 
celebrating  St.  Patnck's  Day,  pro- 
posed. Mar.  9,  482. 

Supplying  Irish  Troops  with  Sham- 
rock, by  the  War  Office,  proposed. 
Mar.  9,  482. 

South  African  War 

Ambulance  Wagons  —  Inferiority  of 
British  Wagons  to  Boer  Wagons, 
Mar,  12,  574. 

Australasian  Contingents 

Further    Contingent  —  Rate     of 
Pay,  Mar,  8,  373. 

Number  of  Mounted  Men — Cost 
etc..  Mar,  12, 571. 

[coni. 
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Williams,  Mr.  J.  T.—cont, 

South  African  War — cont. 

Basuto  Ponies — Offer  to  Purchase, 
Mar,  8,  370. 

Bedford  Mounted  Infantry,  insuffi- 
cient Supply  of  Clotiiing,  Horses, 
etc.,  Mar.  o,  28. 

Beverages  for  Temperance  Soldiers, 
Mar,  12,  574. 

Bloemfontein,  Surrender  of  Boers  on 
Lord  Roberts's  Terms,  Mar.  IS,  727. 

Boer  Prisoners  on  Board  Ship — Re- 
moval on  Shore,  proposed,  Mar,  8, 

«50o« 

IV)hemian  Guns  and  Saddles — British 
Purchase,  alleged.  Mar.  13,  oil. 

Casualties,  Notification  of,  to  Rela- 
tives— Case  of  Kierman,  Mar,  15, 
910. 

Cavalry  Oflicers — Retired  Captains, 
Number  of,  Employment  in  South 
Africa,  etc..  Mar,  lo,  909. 

Colonial  Contingents 

Commissions — Similar  Commis- 
sion to  that  of  Volunteer 
Officeis,  etc.,  Mar.  it,  481. 

Number  of  Men  from  each  Colony 
— Cost,  etc.,  Mar.  12,  572. 

He^mental  Titles  and  Officers  in 
Command,  Mar.  8,  372. 

Defective  Field  Guns,  caused  by  the 
use  of  Cordite,  Mar.  J,  26. 

Dutch  Subjects  of  the  Queen  in  Cus- 
tody under  Martial  Law  —Military 
Authorities  obeying  Writ  of  Habeas 
Corpus,  Mar.  8,  369. 

Force  necessary  to  Garrison  South 
Africa  after  the  War,  Mar.  5,  24.  • 

French  Medical  Aid  for  British 
Wounded,  Mar,  IS,  573. 

Gifts  for  the  Troops— Distribution  by 
Mr.  H.  Gatliff,  etc..  Mar.  9,  481. 

Headly,  Mr.,  Appointment  as  Vete- 
rinary Surgeon  on  the  '*  Kent " 
without  Diploma,  Mar.  8,  373. 

Horses 

Intelligence  Department  and  the 
Supply  of  Horses,  Mar.  8,  371. 

Purchase  of  in  Great  Britain,  Ire- 
land and  Foreign  Countries — 
Number  Purchased,  Com- 
plaints, etc.,  Mar.  9,  480. 

Ladysmith,  Defence  of— Medals  for 
Officers  and  Men,  proposed.  Mar, 
15,  906. 

Members  of  Parliament  serving  in 
South  Africa — Return,  Mar.  5,  25. 

Nicholson's  Nek  Engagement,  List 
of  Prisoners,  etc..  Mar,  5,25. 

Press  Censorship 

Cape  Town  Newspaper,  Suppres- 
sion of  Cablegram,  alleged.  Mar. 
8, 374  ;  Mar.  15,  906. 

91 


WiUiamB,  Mr.  J.  V.—ront. 

South  African  W^ar — cont. 

Press  Censorship — vont. 

Officer  Exercising,  Authority 
Responsible  for,  etc.,  Mar.  8, 
371. 

Promotion  from  the  Kanks,  Mar.  15, 

910. 
Reinforcements— Eighth  Division 
Artillery,  Mobilisation  of.    Mar. 
8,  369. 

Manchester  and  W^orcester^fhire 
Regiments,  Sending  out  further 
Battalions,  Mar.  15,  906. 

Rhodes',  Mr.,  Offer  of  Medals  to 
Kimberley  Garrison,  alleged.  Mar. 
9,  479. 

Separation  Allowances 

Cost  of  Housing  and  Maintaining 
Families  of  Officers,  etc. — 
Proof  of  Private  Means,  Mar, 
5,  29. 

Marriage  without  leave,  Mar.  5, 
29. 

Stonnberg  Engagement — Official  Des- 
patches, Mar.  IS,  726. 

Transport  Service 

Cost  of — Placing  Part  of  Present 
Liabilities  on  next  year's  Esti- 
mates, Mar.  5,  26. 

Horse  Transports,  Provision  of 
Veterinary  Surgeons,  Mar.  J, 
25. 

Wire  Cutters,  Number  sent  out  to 
the  Troops,  Mar.  13,  727* 

Wounded — Number  of  Convalescent 
Wounded  returned  to  the  F^nt, 
Mar,  15,  910. 

Vaccination— Death  of  J.  Donovan,  King's 
Own  Yorkshire  Light  Infantrj',  Mar. 
IS,  729. 

Victoria  Cross,  Qualification  for,  etc..  Mar, 
Ig,  576. 

Volunteers 

Bearer     Companies— Raising     extra 

Company,  etc.,  Mar.  12,  5Hi. 
Boot  Grant  proposed,  Mar,  8,  380. 
Camp  Allowances,  Mar,  12,  580. 
Camp  Regulations,  etc..  Mar,  8,  380. 

Capitation  Grant — Graduating  Grant 
according  to  area  covered  by  Corps, 
etc.,  Mar.  15,  916. 

Drill  Halk  and  Armouries,  Building 
—Government  Assistance,  Mar.  8, 
380,  381. 

Instruction  (grants.  Mar.  8,  380. 

Lancashire  Fusiliers — Date  of  Em- 
barkation for  South  Africa,  Mar.  li, 
576. 

Loan  to  Detached  Companies — New 
Volunteer  Regulations,  Mar,  15, 
917. 

London  and  Scottish  Volunteers — 
Statement  of  Accounts,  Mar,  IS,  1^, 

Mounted  Infantry — Capitation  Grant, 
Mar.  13,  728. 

\r(mt. 
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Williams,  Mr.  J.  T,—cotU. 

Volunteers  —cont. 

Officers 

Decorations — Counting  Previous 
Serx'ice  in  the  Militia  and 
Yeomanrj%  Mar.  5,  381. 

Queen's  Regulations,  Paragraph 
423,  Mar  IJ,  579. 

Retired  Army  Officers  Accepting 
Volunteer  Commissions — Nomi- 
nation by  Commanding  Officer, 
etc.,  Mar.  5,  379. 

Position  Artillery,  Re-arming,  Mar.  5, 
380. 

Reserve  Companies,  Number  of,  Mar. 
li,  580. 

Retirement  of  Commanding  Officers 
— Extension  of  Service,  Mar.  5,  33. 

Shetland — Application  for  Permission 
to  form  Local  Force,  Mar.  15,  917. 

Shooting  Regulations — Reduction  of 
Qualification  for  Marksmen,  Mar. 
li^,  679. 

South  African  War 

Medical  Examination — Rejected 
Applicants  for  Active  Service, 
Mar.  J,  28  ;  Mar.  12,  575. 

Officers*  Outfit  Allowance,  Mar. 
15,  916. 

Training —Want  of  Accommodation 
in  Barracks,  Expenses  Falling  on 
Volunteers,  etc..  Mar.  5,  27. 

Woolwich  Cadets,  Guns  for  Drill  Pur- 
poses, Mar.  15,  915. 

Yeomanry 

Long  Service  Medals,  Mar.  15,  916. 

South  African  War 

Embarkation  of  .the  Fifty-second 
Company,  Mar.  12,  517. 

Embarkation  Statistics  —  Non- 
Provision  of  Horses,  etc..  Mar. 
12,  575. 

Uniforms  —  Inferior  Quality  of 
Materia],  etc.,  Mar.  5,  27. 

Willoughby  de  Eresby,  Lord 

Workmen's  Compensation  Act  (1897)  Ex- 
tension Bill,  2r.,  Mar.  21,  1423. 

Willox,  Sir  J.  A.  [Liverpool,  Everton] 
Budget — War  Loan,  Mar.  5,  119. 

WilBOn,  Mr.  F.  W.  [Norfolk,  Mid] 

Riile  Ranges 

Colchester  Rifle  Range,  Mar.  6,  205 ; 
Mar.  16,  1066. 

Return,  Mar.  6,  205. 

Incompleteness  of  Return,  Mar. 
12,  o«2. 
Volunteers— Position  of  Sergeant-Majors 
etc..  Mar.  16,  1142. 

Workmen's  Compensation  Act  (1897)  Ex- 
tension BUI,  2k.,  Mar.  21,  1419. 
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Wilson,  Mr.  Havelock  [Middlesbrough] 

Merchant  Shipping  (Liability  of  Ship- 
owners) Bill,  2R,  Mar.  21,  1387,  1388, 
1389. 

Workmen's  Compensation  Act  (1897)  Ex- 
tension Bill,  2r.,  Mar.  21,  1421. 

Wilson,  Mr.  J.  [Durham,  Mid] 

Sale  of  Intoxicating  Liquors  to  Children 
(No.  2)  Bill,  2R.,  Mar,  9,  621. 

Wilson,  Mr.  J.  [Falkirk  Burghs] 

Budget — War  Loan,  Mar.  5,  105. 

Royal  Reserve  Battalions — Re-engage- 
ment into  Regular  Army,  Holding  same 
Rank  as  in  Reserve  Battalions,  etc. 
Mar.  16,  1064. 

Craghead  Colliery  Fatality,  Attempted 
Rescue — Public  Recognition  of  Bravery, 
Mar.  9.  487. 

Volunceers  —  Disbanded  Airdrie  Volun- 
teers, Mar.  16,  1141. 

Wilson,  Mr.  J.  W.  [Worcestershire,  N.] 
Budget — War  Loan,  etc..  Mar.  5,  133. 

Winchester,  Bishop  of 

Youthful  Offenders  Bill,  2r.,  Mar.  5,  12. 

Windsor,  Lord 

Public  Libraries  BUI,  2R.,  Mar.  9,  472. 
Yeomanry — Training,  etc..  Mar.  20,  1296. 

Windward  Islands 

Crown  Acrents  and  Government  Orders  for 
Stores — Commissions 
Q.  Mr.  Engledew;  A.  Mr.  J.  Cham- 
berlain, Mar.  8,  384. 

Wire  Cutters 

South    African    W^ar — Number  of  Wire- 
cuttei-9  sent  out  for  the  Troops 
Q.  Mr.   Nussey ;  A.  Mr.  J.  P.  Wil- 
liams, Mar.  13,  727. 

Wolverhampton  Gas  Bill 

c.  2r.*  Mar.  12,  562. 

Standing  Order  Complied  with,  Mar.  5, 
20. 

Wolverhampton,  Essington,  and  Cannock 
Chase  Junction  Bailway  Bill 

Minutes  of  E\4dence  Ordered,  Mar.  16, 
1059. 


Women 

Working  Overtime  in  Textile  Factories 
on  Government  Contracts 
Q.    Sir   C.    DUke;    ^.    Sir   M.  W. 
Ridley,  Mar.  9,  486. 

Women's  Suffirage 

Franchise  and  Removal  of  Women's  Dis- 
abilities Bill,  See  that  Title. 
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Woodlands 

Rating  of  Woodlands— Petition  for  Altera- 
tion of  Law,  Mar.  19^  1172. 

Woods*  lir.  [Essex,  Walthamstow] 

Postal  Trades  Unions,  Official  Recogni- 
tion —  Reception  of  Representatives, 
Mar,  6,  206. 

Woolwich 

Cadets 

Anny  Commissions,  See  Army — Com- 
missions. 

Guns  for  Drill  Purposes 

Q.  Mr.  Soames;    A.  Mr.    J.  P. 
Williams,  Mar.  15,  915. 

Worcestershire  Begiment 

South  Af  dean  War 

Q.    Gen.     Laurie ;      A.    Mr.    J.    P. 
Williams,  Mar.  15,  906. 

Strength  of  each  Battalion,  etc. 

(?.  Gen.  Laurie ;    A.   Mr.  W>Tidham, 
Mai\  iiJ,  1308. 

Workhouses 

Bethnal    Green   Infirmary  —  Application 
for  Nursing  Stall',  etc..  Decision  of 
the  Local  Government  Board 
y.    Sir    M.    Bhownaggree ;    A.   Mr. 
Chaplin,  iJfrtr.^,  211. 

Dietary  Regulations — Delay  in  issuing 
Q.  Mr.  Hazell ;  A.  Mr.  Chaplin,  ^ar. 
6\209. 

Dungannon      Workhouse — Number      of 
Roman   Catholic  Officials  and  In- 
mates 
Q.   Mr.  Doogan ;   A.   Mr.  Atkinson, 
Mar.  .9,  490. 

Eton  Union  Workhouse  Fatality 

Q.  Sir  J.   Savory  ;  A.   Mr.  Chaplin, 
Mar,  IS,  737. 

Worlonen's  Compensation  Act 

Duration  of  Employment,  Appeal  Court 
Decision — Sysons  v.  Knowles 
Q.  Mr.   Pickersgill  ;    A.   Sir  M.  W. 
Ridley,  Mar.  S,  392. 


Workmen's    Compensation    Act 
Extension  Bill 

r.  2r.,  Mar.  SI,  1405, 


(1897) 


Workmen's  Dwellings 

See  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes. 

Wortlejr,   Bt.    Hon.   C.    B.   S.  [Sheffield, 
Hallam] 

Army  Contracts-  -Fraudulent  Contractors, 
Mar.  JO,  1337. 

Mathry  Burial  Ground— Action  of  Eccle- 
siastical CommisHiouers,  Mar.  19,  1 189. 

"Stop  the  War" and  Pro- Boer  Meetings, 
etc.  —  Distuplmnces     directed     againt^t 


Opponents  oi  the  War— Right  of  Free 
Si»eech,  etc.,  M«r.  15, 975. 


Wyndham,  Mr.  G^.— Under  Secreta^-y  to  the 
War  Office  [Dover] 

Army  Annual  Bill,  2r.,  Mar.  19,  1286. 

Army  Estimates — Statement  (Strengthen- 
ing and  Improving  Onranisation  of 
R^alarand  Auxiliary  Forces),  Mar. 
1^,  602,  676— Replies  to  Criticism, 
Mar.  IS,  806. 

Additions  to  the  Establishment,  Mar 
IS,  607,  619. 

Auxiliary  Forces,  610. 

Colonial  Forces  in  South  Africa,  603. 

Colonial  Naval  Stations,  620. 

Criticism  of  the  Scheme,  615. 

Emergency  Scheme  for  Home  De- 
fence, 607. 

Guiding  Principle— Number  of  Bat- 
talions Abroad,  Corresponding 
Number  at  Home,  et<s.,  620. 

Home  Defence  and  Imperial  Defence, 
614. 

India— New  Indian  Native  Battalions, 
618. 

Permanent  Part  of  the  Scheme,  617. 

Prospect  of  Raising  the  Force,  616. 

Provision  for  the  South  African  Cam- 
paign, 606. 

Royal  Reserve  Battalion,  607. 

Store  Accommodation— Increase  of 
Accommodation,  etc.,  619. 

Voluntary  System  alone  possible. 
623.  *^ 

Volunteering  and  Industry,  616. 

British  Central  African  Rifles,  Misconduct 
at  Mauritius,  Mar.  IS,  815. 

Colchester  Rifle  Range,  Expenditure  on, 
etc..  Mar.  10,  1066. 

Commissions 

Cadets'  Grievances— Offers  to  Public 
Schools,  etc.,  JJf«r.  16,  1149;  Mar. 
19,  1273. 

Cambridge  Students— Vice-Chancel - 
lor  8  Circular,  Mar.  19.  1178. 

Enlistment— Wards  in  Chancery,  Mar.  i^o. 
1309.  ^ 

Enniskillen  Barracks,  Removal  of  Head- 
quarters from  Enniskillen,  Mar.  19. 
1180. 

Hospital  Stores— Tenders  for  Wine.  Mar. 
2(t,  1305. 

Militia 

Bounties— Enlistment  of  Old  Soldiers 
—Clothing— Abolition  of  Title- 
Reserve,  etc..  Mar.  16,  1101,  1106. 

Channel  Islands  Militia,  Reorganisa- 
tion, etc..  Mar.  16,  1106. 

Embodiment— Expenses  of  Station 
Changes,  Mar.  20,  1307. 

MedicHl  Service — Suggestions  for  Improve- 
ment of  the  Service— Medical  Corps  at 
the  Front,  etc..  Mar,  16,  1087,  1094. 

Rifles— Method    of    Reloading  Magazine 

Rifle  ''" ' -*'    '*       """ 

Mar 


Rifle,  Comparison  with  Boer  Rifle,  etc., 
"  r.  20,  1306. 
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